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¥¥ES TEAS 
V Y  E  &  S O N  
T H E  K E N T I S H  G R O C E R S  

THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY 

REVOLVER BRAND 
ALE AND STOUT 

brewed by 

George Younger & Son 
LIMITED 

ALLOA  SCOTLAND 

Supplied in all MILITARY 

STATIONS at HOME & Overseas 

International 
Stores 

Tea, Coffee, Groceries, 
Provisions, Cake and 
Confectionery 

7 HIGH ST., CANTERBURY 
Telephone No. 2429 

THE SINGING KETTLE 
R E S T A U R A N T  
(Opposite Cavalry Barracks Gates) 

LUNCHEONS TEAS SUPPERS 
Weekdays—9 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
Sundays—10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

SQUAD PARTIES Proprietor : 
CATERED FOR S. WILLOUGHBY 

(Late THE BUFFS) 

TROPHIES 
DESIGNED & MADE BY CRAFTSMEN 
For threequarters of a century the name 
F. PHILLIPS has been synonymous with 
Trophies representing artistic perfection as well 
as sound economy. Cups, Shields, Medals, etc., 
are supplied from stock, or to special design. 

Quotations gladly submitted. 

F. PHILLIPS, 
(F. PHILLIPS tnd R. A. 6ARRATT) 

Wellington Street, Aldershot 

FOR : : : : 

ACCURACY IN DISPENSING 
AND :  :  :  :  
RELIABILITY IN ALL MEDICAL 

and SURGICAL GOODS 
<><>

WALKER & HARRIS, Ltd. 
Sun Street and Northgate Street, 

CANTERBURY 
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CHERRYBLOSSOM 
BOOT POLISH \> 

^F0Rbr«lua^ / 
SHOE SHINE Black, Brown 

and Tonetfce. 
Tins 3D& 6° 

CHISWICK PRODUCTS LTD. ,  LONDON. W.4 .  CB/6F 

P S " c  

Worth "ter 
BEECHAM'S PILLS 

Make them your 
Qolden Rule of Health 

Obtainable everywhere 

A matter of taste ... 
BUT THAT'S NOT ALL 
Kolynos Dental Cream cleans and refreshes the mouth— 
its penetrating foam encourages a feeling of wellbeing. 
Those who value their personal appearance know that 
Kolynos protects their teeth and keeps them sparklingwhite. 

Kolynos twice a day' is a habit to be cultivated . . regularly 

KOLYNOS DENTAL CREAM 

V471 
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COLDS 
CHILLS 

 
If you have a cold get a supply of 
Phensic from the Naafi or a chem
ist and the chances are you will 
kill your cold almost overnight, 
taking Phensic as directed.Phensic 
exercises a gentle stimulus on the 
kidneys and this helps to rid the 
system of the poisons which cause 
the catarrhal symptoms: stuffy 
nose, running eyes, 'thick' head, 
painful pressure behind the eyes. 
And as for the aches and pains 
which so often accompany a chill 
headache, backache, shoot
ing nerve painsthese fade 
right away. So take a tip— 
get some Phensic now ! 

NERVE 
and 

MUSCLE 
PAINS 

You can have 
relief right 

Obtainable from your 
N.A.A.F.I. Canteen 

or any Chemist. NOW f 

The grand tonic 
painrelieving tablet! 

CaxieJr to 

audi 
Uniform £ Equipment 

CAMBRIDGE CIRCUS 
LONDON  W.C.2 
Telephone : TEMple Bar I8I4 (7 lines) 
Grams : Alclothes," Westcent, Lond. 

A L D E R S H O T  
A M E S B U R Y  
C A M B E R L E Y  
C H E S T E R  
D E E P C U T  
F O L K E S T O N E  
N E W A R K  
O X F O R D  
U C K F I E L D 

/ BRYLCREEM 
By Jove/., some chaps j 
are lucky l"A 

There's such a shortage 
of Brylcreem that a chap 
who does get a bottle is 
indeed in luck. When 
you are one of the lucky 
ones please make your 
bottle of Brylcreem last 
as long as possible. 

County Perfumery Co,, Ltd., Honeypot Lane, Stanmore, Middx. 
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People are 
saying 

more than ever 

MEDIUM OR MILD  C IGARETTES PLA IN  OR CORK T IPPED .mc . * * *  
t'472 



T H E  F O L L O W I N G  F I R M S  S U P P O R T  
A  « -  p n  i f  I ^ N i a n W I  A  -  C  

CJIMWflli 
M I N E R A L  W A T E R S  

LEMON SQUASH, &c. 
SOLD BY N.A.A.F.I. CANTEENS 

Try BURMA SAUCE 
Every drop is of full flavour 

Ask for White—Cottells 
Worcester Sauce 

The London A Midland Steel Scaffolding 
Co., Ltd. Iddesleigh House, Caxton St., 

BURTON'S PATENT "DOUBLE GRIP" 
STEEL TUBULAR SCAFFOLDING 
For Safely, Speed & Economy Made of British 

Steel Drop Forging* 

Phone: Abbey 6483'4/5 Works: Old Hill, Staffs. 

WELGAR 

SHREDDED 
WHEAT 

A. G. THORNTON, LTD. 
41 Gartside St., MANCHESTER, 3 

Manufacturers of 
DRAWING A SURVEYING INSTRUMENTS, 
SLIDE RULES A DRAWING MATERIALS 

J.S P. COATS. ILTD.PA.5ur 

O 
MANUFACTURERS OF All TYPES OK 
DOMESTIC AND INDUSTRIAL THREADS 

G. F. MERSON, LTD. 
Specialist Manufacturers of 

Surgical Sutures 

St. John's Hill Works, EDINBURGH, 8 

BRAITHW AI TE 
PRESSED STEEL TANKS 
BRAITHWAITE & CO, Engineers, LTD 

London OHicc, temporary address 

KINGS HOUSE, HAYMARKET, S W1 

PATONS&BALDWINS 
LTD. 

SPIN WOOLS FOR ALL 
KINDS OF CLOTHING 

ALLOA : HALIFAX : LEICESTER 
WAKEFIELD 

cooi/iift is 
VIRGINIA 

by ABDULLA 

'Wool' filter tip. 20 for 2/4 

Just taste 
DUNCANS 

CHOCOLATE 
- its delicious! 

For Pressed 
Glassware 

of all descriptions 
JAMES A. JOBLING & CO.. LTD. 
Wear Glass Works, Sunderland 

Cadbury 
means Quality 

For protection against 
Skin Infection... USE 

WRIGHTS * 
it Coal Tar Soap 

) 

" HALLMARK" 
AUTOMATIC REFRIGERATORS 

For the storage of foodstuffs of all 
kinds, for making and storing ice cream, 
cooling beer and wines, making ice and 
other purposes in canteens and messes. 

J. & E. HALL, LTD. 
DARTFORD, KENT 

Modern Plant for Steelworks, Shipyards, 

HENRY BERRY & CO. LTD. 
Hydraulic and General Engineers 

Croydon Works, LEEDS, 10 

J. PARKINSON & SON 
PLAIN & UNIVERSAL MILLING « 
MACHINES, SUNOERLANDGEAR 

PLANERS AND VICES 

SHIPLEY - - YORKS. 

DAVIS BURROW 
& SONS, LTD. HUNSLET, LEEDS 

BRUSH MANUFACTURERS 
Contractors to the Forces 120 Years' Experience 

Will pull out anything v , 
from a disabled Tank to a GaT 
big Tree—by Hand Power 
Trewhella Bros. Pty Ltd., RolfeSt., Smethwick. B'ham 

THE LINDLEY THOMPSON 
TRANSFORMER & SERVICE CO., 

LTD. 

SPECIALISTS IN THE MANUFACTURE OF 
ALL TYPES OF TRANSFORMERS 

St. Mary's Rd., Slough Tel. Langley 2001 

MRKDRIVE 
C I G A R E T T E S |  

for pleasure 
PLAIN & CORK TIPPED I 
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The Questions You Ask.. 4 

Who 
OmA 
Waafi . . 

1 w 
^ YOU DO. . . Naafi is YOUR show. 

# Through /our Institute Committee 
\ b YOU have a direct voice in the 

/ * running of your unit canteen. Every 
NwV' month a cash rebate on purchases in 

g jry A %> ^ your Naafi is returned to your P.R.I. 
Jff Jf ,# lit ^ or P.S.I, who spends it for the com-

*JT J&" muna! benefit of the unit, in accord-
v:/ W||¥> ^K| |g|- Kg |? ance with the recommendations of 

-&11 * y3S-  ̂ your institute Committee. One month 
the money may be spent on a wireless 
set for your hut, another time it may 
be used to buy sports equipment, or 

to provide free transport to a dance or sports meeting. Some of the money may be set aside for 
the purchase of newspapers or magazines for your reading room, and your special social events 
are probably paid for out of Naafi rebate. 

Naafi has no shareholders and no private capital. It is entirely self-supporting and makes no 
appeai for public subscriptions. Naafi pays its way on commercial lines, returning all profits to its 
Service customers either in rebate, discount, special amenities, Clubs or grants to Service Welfare 
and Benevolent Funds. 

Naafi policy is directed by a council of twelve. Presided over by Admiral Sir Harold 
M. Burroughs, K.C.B., K.B.E., D.S.O., this council consists of four representatives nominated by 
each of the Service Ministries. Actual administration is in the hands of a Board of Management, 
comprising of a serving officer from each of the Services and four civilians from the world of 44 big 
business." 

Naafi, greatest trading organisation of its kind in the world, does its utmost to give the serving 
man what he wants in his own canteen. 

NAAFI 
(Official canteen organisation of H.M. Forces in war and peace) 

HUXLEY TOWERS, CLAYGATE, ESHEE, SURREY 



IV THE DRAGON 

THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment). 
The Dragon. In each of the four corners the united Red and White Rose ensigned with the Imperial Crown. 

" Veteri Frondescit Honore." 
44 Blenheim," 44 Ramillies," 44 Oudenarde," 44 Malplaquet," 44 Dettingen," 44 Guadaloupe, 1759," 44Douro," 
4 4 Talavera," 44 Albuhera," 44 Vittoria," 44 Pyrenees," 44 Nivelle," 44 Nive," 44 Orthes," 44 Toulouse,'4 

"Peninsula," 44Punnlar," 4 4 Sevastopol," 4*Taku Forts," 44 South Africa, 1879," 44Chitral," 4 4 Relief of 
Kimberley," 44 Paardeberg," 44 South Africa, 190J02." 

The Great Wat—16 Battalions.— 44Aisne, 1914," 44 Armentieres, 1914," 44 Ypres, 1915, '17," " Gravenstafel, 
"St. Julien," " Frezenberg," 44 Bellewaarde," 44 Hooge, 1915," 44 Loos," 44 Somme, 1916, '18," "Albert, 1916, 
'18," 44 Bazentin," " Delville Wood," " Pozieres," 44 FlersCourcellette," " Morval," " Thiepval," 44 Le Transloy," 
" Ancre Heights," " Ancre, 1916, '18," 44 Arras, 1917," " Scarpe, 1917," " Messines, 1917," " Pilckem," 44 Pass
cher»da^le," " Cambrai, 1917, '18," "St. Quentin," " Avre," 44 Amiens," " Bapaume, 1918," 44Hindenburg Line," 
" Kfdhy," 44 St. Quentin Canal," " Selle," 44 Sambre," 44 France and Flanders, 191418," 44 Struma's," 44 Doiran, 
1915," 44 Macedonia, 191518," 44 Gaza," 44 Jerusalem," 44 Tell 'Asur," 44 Palestine, 191718," 44 Aden." 44 Tigris. 
1916," 44 Kut al Amara, 1917," 4' Baghdad," 44 Mesopotamia, 19151.8." 

Agents—Lloyds Bank, Ltd., Cox's & King's Branch. 
Regimental Journal—44 The Dragon ", Canterbury. 

Regimental Association—The Past and Present Association, The Buffs, Canterbury. 
Record and Pay Office ... Ashford, Middlesex. 
Allied Regiment of The Canadian Army. 

The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada. 
Allied Battalion of Australian Infantry. 

3rd Battalion (The Werriwa Regiment). 
Colonel- in Chief ... His Majesty Christian X, King of Denmark, K.G., 

G.C.B., G.C.V.O 12/5/14 
4/6/43 Colonel ... ... ... Scarlett, MajorGeneral Hon. P. G., C.B., M.C., ret. pay, p.s.c. 

Officer Comdg. 3 P.T.C. and Buffs Depot—Lt.Col. F. W. B. Parry. 
Regular and Militia Battalions. 
U nifotm—.Scarlet. Facings—Buff. 

1st Battalion {3rd Foot)—B.F.G. 2nd Battalion (3rd Foot)—S.FA.C. 3rd Battalion {East Kent Militia)—Canterbury 
Territorial Army BattaFons. 

4th Battalion (In abeyance). Hon. Colonel ... Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D. ... 1/8/46 
Sth Battahon (In abeyance). Hon. Colonel ... Col. F. B. Burns, T.D., D.L. ... 5/12/45 

Same 

Allen, E. II. 
Rice, N. I). 

Marshall, F. A. J. E.. 
D.S.O., M.B.E., M.C. 

Hall, E. F., M.C. 

Boucher, V., C.B.E. ... 

Present Unit 
LIEUTENANTCOLONELS. 

.. A.Q.M.G. H.Q., Southern Command. 

.. T/Brig., VicePresident Claims Commission 
and Director of Hirings and Disposals 
(Fixed Assets), ALFSEA. 

T/Brig., 430 H.Q., UNRRA, B.A.O.R. 
T/Col., Deputy Director Graves Commission 

and Enquiries H.Q., ALFSEA. 
T/Brig., D.P. Mov. (Brig.), War Office. 

Reid, T. R., M.C. 
Fox, P. R. H., M.C. ... 
Hoare, N. E 
Rose, A. J. D., O.B.E.... 
Penlington, T. N. 

King, J. E., D.S.O. ... 
Knocker, H. S. 
Coates, D. C 
Airy, E. A 
Bruce, E. P. C., M.C. ... 
Nicholson, J. G., C.B.E. 
LyndenBell, P. T. G. ... 

Dewar, M. P. D., M.B.E. 
Parry, F. W. B. 
Spear, T. H., O.B.E. ... 

Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O. 
Parry, R. F., M.C. ... 
Williams, H. P. 

Connolly, J. F., D.S.O. 
Craig, B. H 
Reeves, N. R. ... 
Tuff, C. R. 
Jelf, A. G 
Craddock, R. W., 

D.S.O., M.B.E. 
Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E. 
Grace, H. R. 
Scott E. S., M.B.E. ... 
HarrisSt. John, B. J.... 
Lewis, P. J 

Edlmann, E. L C„ M.C. 
Edmeades, R. W. 

Rawlins, A. C. ... 
Horley, B. M. ... 
Bailey, N. T. .... 

MAJORS. 
T/Lt.Col. 
O.C. Buffs Depot Coy., Canterbury. 
Polish Resettlement Corps. 
T/Col., Deputy Mil. Sec., G.H.Q. MELF. 
T/Lt.Col., H.Q. Mil. Gov. Schleswig

Holstein Region, Control Commission for 
Germany. 

T/Lt.Col., C.O. 16 Bn., R.A.O.C. 
T/Lt.Col., A.A.G. H.Q., Burma Command. 
T/Lt.Col., Attd. 3 P.T.C. 
T/Lt.Col., Security Liaison Officer. 
T/Lt.Col., C.O.2 Buffs S.E.A.L.F. 
T/Col., Seconded to Foreign Office. 
T/Lt.Col., H.Q. 229 Mil. Gov. Control 

Commission for Germany. 
T/Lt.Col., O.C. H.C.D. I.T.C., Shorncliffe. 
T/Lt.Col. O.C. 3 P.T.C. 
T/Brig., Head British Military Mission to 

Belgium. 
T/Lt.Col., C.O. 1 Buffs, Greece. 
T/Lt.Col. 
T/Lt.Col., A.A. & Q.M.G. Static Element, 

7 Armd. Div., B.A.O.R. 
T/Lt.Col., C.O. 163 O.C.T.U. 
1 Buffs. 
T/Lt.Col., S.O. 1 (P.T.), G.H.Q., MELF. 
T/Lt.Col., G.S.O.l M.I.I 1, War Office. 
B.M.2 S.D.F. Inf. Bde., Keren, Eritrea. 

T/Lt.Col., G.S.O.l M.O.I, War Office. 
T/Lt.Col., G.S.O.l M.O.4, War Office. 
G.S.O.2 (Ops.) H.Q. 1 Corps 
T/Lt.Col., 70 H.Q., C.C.G., B.A.O.R. 
2 i/c 2 Buffs. 
O.C. Buffs Coy. H.C.D. I.T.C. 

CAPTAINS. 
T/Maj., 2 Buffs. 
T/Maj., G.S.O.2 Allied Liaison Branch, 

C.C.G. (B.E.), B.A.O.R. 
D.A.P.M., London District. 
T/Maj., G.S.O.2 H.Q, ALFSEA, 
T/Maj., 2 Queen's, India. 

Name 
Ravenhill, R. A. C. 
Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E. 
Samuelson, J. P. W., ... 

M.C 
Dendy, R. H. ... 
Lucas, J. P 
Norris, N. F. H. C. ... 

Majendie, A. E. 
Harbord, K. P. G. 
Blaxland, W. G. 
Gay, A. W 
Bossom, C 
Montgomery, D. 
McGrath, B., M.C. 
Lindley, P. A. N. 
Morgan, F. de R., M.C. 
Poulsen, N. D 
Cox, E. G., M.C. 
Collins, H. A 
Critchley, L O. 
Crichton, R. F. 
Worts, J. B., M.C. ... 

May, J. F 
Semmence, R. G. H. ... 
Court, D. N 
GordonWilson, N. F 

Nash, j; P 
ffrench Blake, M. A. O'B. 
Hadshar, R. G. 
Iliffe, R. O 
Dunglinson, W. G. H.... 
Thorneycroft, F. E. ... 
Barrett, D. P. R. 
Macdonald, E. W. 
Marshall, F 
Dent, J. B 
Dubois, G. E. ... 
Harley, D. B 
Peckham A. D. 
Johnson. T. S. ... 
Squire, S. J 
W ilson, P. F 

Present Unit 
T/Maj., Bde. Maj., 131 Inf. Bde. 
T/Maj., S.A.S., Hythe. 

T/Lt.Col. G.S.O.l Min. of Defence. 
Staff Captain, M.S.I, (b), War Office. 
T/Maj., 1 Buffs. 
T/Maj., G.S.O.2 fTrg.), 1 Corps Dist., 

B.A.O.R. 
T/Maj., D.A.A.G., G.H.Q., MELF. 
13 Inf. Holding Bn. 
T/Maj., 1 Buffs. 
46 K.A.R. Bn. 
T/Maj., 2 Buffs, Malaya Command. 
T/Maj., B.M. 9 Inf. Bde., MELF. 
T/Maj., 44Q" Branch, H.Q., B.T.A., C.M.F. 
G.S.O. 3 H.Q. 139 Inf. Bde. C.M.F. 
T/Maj., 2 (W.A.) P.T.C., West Africa. 
Language Course, China. 
T/Maj., 1 Buffs. 
1 Buffs. 
T/Maj., 1 Buffs. 

Staff Captain, H.Q., East Africa Command. 

LIEUTENANTS. 

W.S./Capt. 

T/Maj., D.A.Q.M.G. H.Q., Burma Com
mand. 

W.S./Capt., 1 Buffs. 
, T/Capt., Adjt. 3 P.T.C. 

G.S.O. 2, M.I. 2, War Office. 

W.S./Capt. 
T/Capt., C.M.F. 
T/Capt., 4/14 Punjab Regt. 
T/Maj., 3/1 Gurkhas, India. 

1 Wilts, India. 
5 Raj. Rif., India. 

Hamilton, C. M. 
Howe L. G. 
Phillips, L. M. ... 

Martin, H. J., M.B.E.... 
Ricketts, I . A.... 
Ransley, F. W., M.B.E. 
Williams,L. J 

2 Buffs. 
2ND LIEUTENANTS. 
W.S./Lt., 2 Buffs. 

W.S./Lt. 
QUARTERMASTERS. 
Maj. (Q.M.) H.C.D.I.T.C. 
Capt., (Q.M.) 3 P.T.C. and Depot the Buffs. 
T/Maj., School of Chemical Warfare. 
T/Maj. (Q.M.) 1 Buffs. 



Post free— 
8/- per annum 
4/- 6 months 
2/- 3 months 

Write '.-— Editor, 
Depot, The Buffs. 

Canterbury. 
I Telephone 2513 

A PAPER FOR 

THE BUFFS 

MEN OF KENT 

Members Association of Service Newspapers. 
Advertisement Agents: Service Newspapers Ltd., 67/68 Jermyn Street, St. James's, London, S.W.I. 

No. 566 JANUARY, 1947 Price: Sixpence 

Personalia. 
D RIGADIER F. A. J. E. Marshall has been 
^transferred to Headquarters 430 U.N.R.R.A. 
and is in charge of most of the British zone as 

^ far as U.N.R.R.A. is concerned. His head
quarters are about 20 miles west of Hanover. 

Mrs. Marshall hopes to join him there early 
in February. 

Brigadier N. D. Rice has recently finished a 
tour of Burma, during which he spent a week
end with Lieut.Colonel H. S. Knocker (A.A.G. 
Burma Command) and his wife. 

Major Gordon Wilson is D.A.Q.M.G. on the 
same headquarters in Rangoon. Major Horley 
(G.2, G.Q., S.E.A.L.F.) is in the Historical 
Section and is helping to write the story of the 
war in the Far East. His wife is with him. 

Major E. L. C. Edlmann is coming home with 
Lieut.Colonel R. F. Parry. 

Colonel Foster Hall has now taken over 
H.Q., No. 1 Transit Group, S.E.A.C., in 
addition to dealing with graves. He has five 
large transit camps, British and Indian, and 
an officers' wing. 

The 2nd Battalion was due to leave Singapore 
for Hong Kong on December 30th, 1946, under 
command of Lieut.Colonel E. P. C. Bruce. 

j Lieut.Colonel R. F. Parry is staying with 
Colonel Foster Hall until he can get a boat 
home. 

Brigadier Rice and Colonel Hall dined with 
the battalion recently. All are in good heart. 

Lieut.Colonel J. R. Willows and his family 
proceeded to Switzerland on January 7th and 
will be away for three weeks. 

Major H. Milton has been appointed 
Recruiting Officer at Brighton. His address 
there is 8 College Terrace and not 8 College 
Road, as stated in our December, 1946, issue. 

Major R. W. Edmeades has changed his 
location and for the present is doing a G.2 job 
at Allied Liaison Branch, B.A.O.R. 

Captain Vere Collins returned home on 
Christmas Eve after a most interesting tour of 
the vineyards in France, Portugal and Spain. 
He was away for about four months. During 
the trip he met Anthony Drake, J. G. Whitfield, 
ViceConsul at Bordeaux, Geoffrey Tait, head 
of a big shipping firm at Oporto and an authority 
on port, finally returning home from Gibraltar 
on a troop ship in which Robin Tuke was 
employed. Captain Collins is now working at 
the Folkestone office of J. H. and J. Brooke, Ltd. 

We are glad to hear from Mr. A. Izard, late 
Sergeant, that he is making fairly good progress 
towards recovery after a long and painful 
illness. 

Christmas has brought us news of several old 
friends of whom we were very glad to hear. 

Colonel H. F. Sparrow has been for some time 
at Windsor and latterly was laid up with 
neuritis; but he hopes to be in London shortly. 



1 THE DRAGON 

Major C. S. Field, who has been at Dinton, ENGAGEMENTS. 
near Salisbury, spent Christmas in Hertfor^hire M ytc^ry and Mrs. H. C. Brown. 
and hopes to be in Kent/with Colonel G. R. AT" ^ 
Howe, for a visit in the Spring. A marriage has been arranged, and will 

Major H. L. Archer Houblon, writing from shortly take place between William DaRin 
Welford Park, Newbury,: says that his garden Vicary (late The Buffs), son of Commander 
is very rough but not too bad! « L. Vicaiy, D.S C R.D., R.N.R. (Retd), 

. and Mrs. Vicary, of Stoney Lodge, Brocken
Mrs. Charles Knight spent Christmas with hurst, and Pamela, widow of Commander (E) 

her people at Okehampton. H. C. Brown, D.S.O., R.N.^ and daughter of 
Major Charles GregoryHood has now a the late Captain E. O. Gladstbne, R.N., and of 

grandson aged three and a very small grand Mrs. Gladstone, 
daughter; his son, who was with the Guards 
Armoured Division, is now G.S.O.2(Air) in the . . _ T\ 1 Corps Major A. Rawlings and Miss D. Gonran. 

MajorGeneral and Mrs. Harold Morgan are The engagement is announced between Major 
in Switzerland until the beginning of February. Anthony Rawlings, The Buffs, only son of Rear 

'"ir %ir— v . r nrAoAr™™ MuidK  Admiral Clive Rawlings and Mrs. Rawlings, of Mrs Mams, who is at Coppledown, Budle gh Q Hous Yealmpton, Devon, and Daphne, 
Salterton for the present has sold her house * Captain and Mrs. Conran, of 
at Bovey Tracey and bought one in Essex. Blackwell Park, LoddisweU, Devon. 

Major H. A, B. and Mrs. Ternan write 
cheerfully from Liss, where they have been ============= 
throughout the war. 

Mrs. Eaton is now back in Canterbury and Rpordanisation 
established at 25 New Dover Road; she and g ' 
Mrs. Ronald and Major Peareth supped with '"PHE NEW group organisation introduced by 
Major Tomlinson on Christmas Eve. 1 the Army Council has now been approved by 

Parliament. To make this grouping a success, 
full support is required from all ranks, both 

Major C. D. K. Greenway is still living at past and present. 
North Walsham in Norfolk. Our regimental policy will be to support the 

His old friends in Sandwich will be glad to group system in every way possible, whilst 
hear that Mr. Fred Holliday, who used to work retaining our regimental traditions, organis
with Major Tqjnlinson, is very well, as is his ations and associations as they at present exist, 
wife and family. He is a chauffeur in private . , 
service and lives at Rosslyn, High Halden, Information from all units with whicR we 
£ent: axe affiliated or connected will be included in 

' . . , , _ T . - , , The Dragon in future issues. Colonel and Mrs. Guy Lee are m Canterbury s 

for a short visit, inspecting progress in a small SCARLETT, 
flat in the New Dover Road which is to be their Colonel The Buffs. 
pied a terre. 

Births, Marriages and Deaths. 
BIRTHS. 

Bruce.—On January* 2nd, 1947, at Pipewell, 
Winchelsea, to Marcia, the wife of Thomas 
Bruce, a daughter. . \ 

Grace;:—Oil December 29th, 1946, at Broom 
Hall, Bradfield St .George, Bury St. Edmunds, 
to Christine, wife of Major Raymond Grace, 
The Buffs, a son. 

The Buffs Golfing Society 

A MATCH has been arranged versus the 
Household Brigade G.S. on May 8th, at 

New Zealand Golf Club, near Woking. 
Members who wish to apply for a place in the 

team are requested to communicate with 
Lieut.Colonel J. Crookenden, D,S.O,,. Green 
Bank, Barham, " NE Canterbury, as sodtt as 
possible, giving their handicap. 
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Addresses 
yHE following addresses are to be noted:— 

No. 3 Primary Training Centre (P.T.C.) and 
Depot The Buffs, 

New Infantry Barracks, 
Canterbury, Kent. 

Home Counties Infantry Training Centre 
(I.T.C.), 

Moore Barracks, 
Shorncliffe, Kent. 

Past and Present Association, The Buffs, 
The Barracks, 

Canterbury, Kent. 

The Buffs War Memorial Fund 
1939—1945. 

qpHE objects of the Memorial are:— 
{a) A Book of Life in which will be inscribed 

the names of those in The Buffs and the Queen's 
Own Rifles of Canada who lost their lives in 
the recent war. 

(b) To contribute towards the cost of placing 
suitable stained glass in the windows of the 
Warriors' Chapel. 

(c) To erect an altar in the Warriors' Chapel, 
so that it may become a place for meditation 
and prayer and for occasional services. 

This altar, properly furnished, will be in 
memory of all who have ever served in The 
Buffs. 

Donations should be sent to the Hon. 
Treasurer, The Buffs War Memorial Fund, 
Depot The Buffs, Canterbury, Kent. The target 
is £5,000. Please help us to attain this. 

DONATIONS. £ s. d. 
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. J. R. P. Williams ... 5 0 0 
Brigadier and Mrs, A. B. Thomson ... ... 10 0 0 
Lieut.Colonel W. H. Rowe ... ... ... 2 2 0 
Mr. and Mrs. E. J. Crawshaw and Mrs. C. E. 

Law ... ... ... ... ... ... 10 10 0 
Major P. J. Lewis ... ... 5 50 
Major F. G. Crozier ... ... 5 50 
Colonel A. J. D. Rose... ... ... ... 5 0 0 
Major R. M. Simon ... ... ... ... 1 13 0 
Captain C. Lummis ... ... ... ... 10 6 
Lieut.Colonel R. S. I. Friend ... ... 5 0 0 
Lieut.Colonel L. C. R. Messel ... ... 10 0 0 
Brigadier T. H. Spear... ... ... ... 10 0 0 
Colonel and Mrs. R. G. Clarke ... ... 100 0 0 
Captain V. Collins ... ... ... ... 2 0 0 
Captain A. H. Hyland ... 140 
Captain P. S. Hedgeland ... 2 2 0 
Mrs. E. A. Mairis ... ... ... ... 25 0 0 
Miss G. L. Pearce 10 0 
Canterbury Branch, Past and Present Associ

ation ..; 20 0 0 

The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada, 
University Avenue Armouries, 

Toronto 2, Canada. 
-November 2&k, 1946. 

Dear General, 
The proposal to include the names of officers 

and other ranks of The Queen's Own in the 
Book of Life of The Buffs has been received 
here with great satisfaction. 

I assure you that this recognition of our long 
established affiliation with your Regiment is 
deeply appreciated and the list of our fallen 
will be forwarded just as soon as final revision 
is completed. 

With respect to your Memorial Fund we 
welcome the opportunity to participate and 
I am appointing a committee of past and 
present officers to formulate plans for furthering 
the appeal. 

Yours sincerely, 
J. W. MCCLAIN, 

Lieut.-Colonel, 
Commanding, The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada. 
The Colonel of The Buffs, 

The Barracks, 
Canterbury, 

England. 

Total to date £1,530 6 9 

Employment Offered. 
T.A. & A.F. Association, County of Kent. 
TERRITORIAL Associations are now faced 

A with the necessity of extending their Head
quarters Staff and of filling a number of 
vacancies for clerks, storemen, and telecom
munication mechanics at Headquarters of 
Units of the new Territorial Army. 

The Kent Association is most anxious that 
The Buffs should be fairly represented, as far 
as is possible, in respect of all appointments 
within its jurisdiction and would be very 
pleased to consider any names submitted for 
either of the categories above described. 

Appointments to the Association's own staff 
require a high standard of efficiency and 
intelligence and the ability to deal tactfully 
and courteously with members of the public. 

Applications should be made, with qualifica
tions, to the Secretary, Past and Present 
Association, The Buffs, The Barracks, 
Canterbury. 
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Awards. 
1st January, 1946—31st December, 1946. 

C.B.E. 
Brig, (temp.) Boucher, V., O.B.E. 
Col. (temp.) Rowe, W. H., D.S.O. 

D.S.O. 
Lt.Col. (temp.) Howard, F. H., M.C. 
Major King, J. E. 

O.B.E. 
Lt.Col. Brown, O. H. 
Col. (temp.) Rose, A. J. D. 
Lt.Col. (temp.) Vaughan, C. E., M.B.E. 

M.B.E. 
Lieut. Baker, E. 
Capt. (temp.) Buckwell, K. R. L. 
Lieut. Christiansen, G. 
Capt. (temp.) Cresswell, G. H. 
Lieut. Heck, J. V. 
Lieut. Hoick, Von E. F. 
Lieut. Ibsen, H. H. F. 
Capt. Jacobsen, J. F. 
Lieut. Jebsen, P. 
Capt. Jenk, J. 
Lieut. Jensen, E. H. 
Capt. Juncker, G. F. 
Lieut. Kofod, V. P. 
Capt. (temp.) Lippmann, O. L. 
Major (temp.) Sessions, C. 
Major (temp.) Sherwin, M. F. 
Major (temp.) Watts, P. A. 

M.C. 
Major (temp.) Ardagh, R. H. 
Lieut. BorkAndersen, P. J. 
Lieut. Brandenborg, P. E. 
2/Lieut. Goddard, J. H. 
Lieut. Johansen, J. E. H. 
Lieut. LoyLindblad, P. 
Lieut. Petersen, E. J. P. 
Lieut. ToftChristensen, K. 
Lieut. Vang, F. T. 

E.D. 
Hon. Capt. Cheney, R. J. 
Capt. Green, A. 

E.M. 
Capt. Hilton, A. D. Mcl. 

1st Clasp, E.M. 
Capt. Hilton, A. D. Mcl. 

M.M. 
6284792 Cpl. Dixon, W. P. 
6296213 L/Sgt. Latter, F. H. 
6284217 Sgt. O'Keefe, J. C. 
6294043 L/Sgt. Tarrant, J. W, 

B.E.M. 
6288542 Cpl. Bloom, A. E. 
6289786 Sgt. Gibbs, R. L. 
6288373 Pte. Smith, E. M. 

Mentioned in Despatches. 
Lieut. Anderson, A. W. N. 
6294992 Pte. Andrews, L. V. (Killed in action.) 
Major (temp.) Ardagh, R. H. 
6285948 Pte. August, P. L. I. 
6286976 Cpl. Babbage, W. 
Capt. (temp.) Baker, G. V. 
6407387 Pte. Ball, H. 
6286866 Sgt. Bicker, A. W. 
4618752 Pte. Bricey, C. W. L. 
6290510 Cpl. Bowman, C. 
6279264 W.O.I Brophy, G. 
Lieut. Brown, L. E. J. 
6290085 Pte. Burton, J. C. (Killed in action.) 
Major (temp.) Chapman, J. E. 
Lieut. Christensen, J. R. 
Capt. (temp.) Clark, L. W. 
6474077 Pte. Doak, D. 
Lieut. Durston, C. M. G. 
6284203 Pte. Edwards, R. J. 
Capt. (temp.) Elliot, N. 
6290591 L/Cpl. Gardner, V. G. 
Capt. (temp.) GordonWilson, N. F. 
6300321 Pte. Goatley, J. F. 
Major (temp.) Hales, F. F. 
Major (temp.) Hamilton, H. W. 
Lieut. Hammerich, P. H. 
6286190 Pte. Hannaway, P. D. H., M.M, 
Lieut. Hansen, C. A. 
6288759 W.O.II Hartgen, D. M. (2). 
5442232 W.O.II Harwood, R. S. 
Lieut. Heimsath, E. G. 
6290328 L/Sgt. Higgins, A. 
6290035 W.O.II Hills, E. 
6288253 Sgt. Holloway, D. 
6300542 Pte. Holn, A. 
Lieut. HolmHedegaard, S. 
6281602 C.Q.M.S. Hoy, D. J. 
6286832 Pte. Hoyle, A. 
Lieut. Hunt, I. F., M.C. 
6285190 Cpl. Hutchinson, H. R. K. 
6090308 Sgt. Hutson, G. 
14716774 Pte. James, W. 
1466821 C/Sgt. Kennedy, A. 
Capt. Kenny, E. H. G. M. 
6195910 Pte. Knight, B. 
Capt. (temp.) Lack, S. 
6296213 Sgt. Latter, F. H. 
4616949 Pte. Ling, J. 
4129677 Sgt. Linney, A. 
Major LyndenBell, P. T. G. 
5044526 Sgt. Lyttle, G. 
3534196 Pte. Maddock, C. W. 
6286396 Pte, Manser, A. 
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6283878 Pte. Marks, L. 
6294485 Sgt. (Acting) Matthews, R. D. 
Capt. (temp.) McCallin, C. S. 
6284696 Sgt. McKay, C. R., M.M. 
6295939 Pte. McKenzie, L. 
6284773 L/Sgt. McVay, S. 

> Lieut. Money, J. M. 
Lieut. NapierMartin, G. R. 
Major (temp.) Nelson, H. J. 
6298686 L/Cpl. O'Connor, T. J. 
Major (temp.) Parry, F. W. B. 
6296736 Pte. Passmore, A. 
6097683 W.O.II Pearce, P. 
Major (temp.) Ravenhill, R. A. C. 
Capt. (temp.) Rice, A. M. (Deceased.) 
Major (temp.) Riley, W. S. W. 
Capt. (Acting) Robinson, G. A. 
Lieut. Rother, E. T. 
1695523 Pte. Rothwell, G. 
Capt. (temp.) Sillick, D. F. G. 
Lieut. Simon, A. G. 
Capt. (temp.) Sivyer, G. A. J. 
Major (temp.) Smallwood, C. B. 
6146243 Sgt. Smith, A. 
6305470 L/Cpl. Spencer, T. 
6295233 W.O.II (Acting) Spring, B. F. I. 

 Lieut.Col. (temp.) Turner, A. F. St. A. 
Lieut. StemannPetersen, C. 
6347040 Sgt. Stevens, G. 
Capt. (temp.) Stokes, F. F. 
1529078 Pte. Storey, A. D. 
5833659 Pte. Taylor, J. 
Capt. (temp.) Taylor, N. G. H. 
6208694 Pte. Thomas, J. 
6283898 Pte. Townend, E. 
6290217 Pte. Treliving, G. E. 
Capt. Truelsen, S. A. P. 
6298002 Pte. Vincent, K. 
Capt. (temp.) de Vroome, J. F. 
6291636 L/Cpl. Ward, J. W. 
2731031 W.O.II Wedlake, J. 
14325588 Pte. Whitehouse, J. H. 
1793933 Pte. Wilson, F. 
6290356 C.Q.M.S. Woodham, T. 
Lieut. Zemla, I. M. 

Foreign Decorations. 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

BRONZE STAR MEDAL. 

Capt. Stacey, H. M. (Since died.) 

LUXEMBOURG. 
ORDER OF COURONNE DE CHENE. 

Commander—Brig, (temp.) Spear, T. H., O.B.E. 

Regimental Gazette. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
FRIDAY, 6TH DECEMBER, 1946, DATED TUESDAY, 

10TH DECEMBER, 1946. 

REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

THE BUFFS.—The undermentioned Cadets to 
be 2nd Lts., 18th October, 1946:— 

2628393 David Henry Ryder Bishop (372671) ; 
14445969 Ralph Anthony Herbert Drake
Brockman (372681); 14104619 James Ernest 
Knott (372724). 

W.S./Lt. A. C. L. Glass (156122) relinquishes 
his commn., 5th October, 1946, and is granted 
the hon. rank of Lt. 
SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE 
OF TUESDAY, 10TH DECEMBER, 1946, DATED 

FRIDAY, 13TH DECEMBER, 1946. 

REGULAR ARMY. 

THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (W.S./Lt.) Leonard 
George Howe (366786) from Emerg. Commn. 
Ind. Army to be 2nd Lt., 14th December, 1946, 
with seniority, 29th April, 1946. 

REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

THE BUFFS.—The undermentioned Cadets to 
be 2nd Lts., 9th November, 1946:— 

14059358 Keith William Frank Terry 
(372521), 14496199 Maurice James Holland 
(370279), 14960461 Deryck Arthur Pilcher 
(372566). 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 

FRIDAY, 13TH DECEMBER, 1946, DATED 
TUESDAY, 17TH DECEMBER, 1946. 

REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

THE BUFFS.—W.S./Lt. G. A. Quigley (302358) 
relinquishes his commn., 16th December, 1946, 
and is granted the hon. rank of Lt. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 

TUESDAY, 17TH DECEMBER, 1946, DATED 
THURSDAY, 19TH DECEMBER, 1946. 

The King has been graciously pleased 
to approve the award of the British Empire 
Medal (Military Division), in recognition 
of gallant and distinguished services in 
the field, to the undermentioned:— 
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6288542 Corporal Alfred James Bloom, 
The Buffs (The Royal East Kent Regiment). 

SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE 
OF TUESDAY, 17TH DECEMBER, 1946, DATED 

FRIDAY, 20TH DECEMBER, 1946. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (W.S./Lt.) Stuart John 

Squire (315045) from Emerg. Commn., Middle
sex Regiment, to be Lt., 21st December, 1946, 
with seniority, 28th February, 1946. 

2nd Lt. (W.S./Lt.) David Bertram Harley 
(328779) from Emerg. Commn. Ind. Army, to 
be Lt., 21st December, 1946, with seniority, 
5th April, 1945. 

2nd Lt. (W.S./Lt.) Lionel Martin Phillips 
(366788) from Emerg. Commn. Ind. Army, to 
be 2nd Lt., 21st December, 1946, with seniority, 
12th December, 1945. 

REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

THE BUFFS.—W.S./Capt. P. Berry (174939) 
relinquishes his commn., 14th June, 1946, and 
is granted the hon. rank of Maj. 

W.S./Capt. A. A. Huckle (174935) relinquishes 
his commn., 24th July, 1946, and is granted the 
hon. rank of Maj. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 

FRIDAY, 20TH DECEMBER, 1946, DATED 
TUESDAY, 24TH DECEMBER, 1946. 

REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
THE BUFFS.—W.S./Lt. D. W. Davis (165596) 

relinquishes his commn., 20th September, 1946, 
on appt. to a commn. in the T.A. Gen. List. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 

TUESDAY, 24TH DECEMBER, 1946, DATED 
FRIDAY, 27TH DECEMBER, 1946. 

REGULAR ARMY. 

THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (W.S./Lt.) John 
Fitzgerald May (130706) from Emerg. Commn., 
Royal Sussex Regiment, to be Lt., 28th 
December, 1946, with seniority, 17th July, 
1939. 

REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

THE BUFFS.—W.S./Lt. E. W. Jones (189958) 
relinquishes his commn. on account of disability, 
26th December, 1946, and is granted the hon, 
rank of Capt, 

SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE 
OF FRIDAY, 27TH DECEMBER, 1946, DATED 

TUESDAY, 31ST DECEMBER, 1946. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

THE BUFFS.—Lt. R. F. Crichton (113741), 
to be Capt., 30th November, 1946, with 
seniority, 1st July, 1946. 

REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 

THE BUFFS.—Lt. (W.S./Maj.) E. Barry, 
O.B.E. (5536), having exceeded the age limit 
of liability to recall, ceases to belong to the 
Res. of Offrs., 26th July, 1946, and is granted 
the hon. rank of Lt.Col. 
SIXTH SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE 
OF TUESDAY, 31ST DECEMBER, 1946, DATED 

FRIDAY, 3RD JANUARY, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. P. F. Wilson (312975) 
to be Lt., 4th January, 1947. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
FRIDAY, 3RD JANUARY, 1947, DATED TUESDAY, 

7TH JANUARY, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 

THE BUFFS.—Lt. C. W. Middleton (60610), 
having attained the age limit of liability to 
recall, relinquishes his commn., 4th January, 
1947, retaining the rank of Lt. 

REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

THE BUFFS.—W.S./Lt. C. D. Morgan (295101) 
relinquishes his commn., 7th May, 1946, and is 
granted the hon. rank of Capt. 

SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE 
OF TUESDAY, 7TH JANUARY, 1947, DATED 

THURSDAY, 9TH JANUARY, 1947. 
The King has been graciously pleased 

to confer the 4'Efficiency Decoration'' upon 
the following Officer of the Territorial 
Army:— 

The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment).— 
Captain (Hon. Major) C. A. Winch, M.B.E. 
(21391) (T.A.R.O.). 

The following Officer is awarded the 
Efficiency Medal (Territorial):— 

The Buffs.—Lieut. D. G. Minnis (304345). 

THIRD SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE 
OF TUESDAY, 7TH JANUARY, 1947, DATED 

FRIDAY, 10TH JANUARY, 1947. 
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REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 

THE BUFFS.—Lt. L. F. Geary (81004) having 
attained the age limit of liability to recall, 
relinquishes his commn., 8th January, 1947, 
retaining the rank of Lt. 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 

No. 49 ISSUED ON 5TH DECEMBER, 1946. 

REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

The notifn. regarding the undermentioned in 
W.O. OrJeis (1946) is cancelled:— 

THE BUFFS.—No. 9: W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) 
(A/Maj.) D. H. Beale (219824). 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 

No. 50 ISSUED ON 12TH DECEMBER, 1946. 

REGULAR ARMY. 

The undermentioned Capt. is regranted 
T/Maj.:— 

THE BUFFS.—E. L. C. Edlmann (63568), 
21st March, 1946. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

The undermentioned W.S./Lts. (T/Capts.) 
(A/Majs.) to be T/Majs. and W.S./Capts.:— 

THE BUFFS.—R. J. E. Neild (137426), 10th 
May, 1946 (B.A.O.R.); E. H. F. Watts (244322), 
1st October, 1946. 

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Maj.) to be 
T/Maj. and W.S./Capt.:— 

THE BUFFS.—R. H. FowlerDixon (331421), 
24th April, 1946. 

The undermentioned W.S./Capt. (T/Maj.) 
relinquishes T/Maj.:— 

THE BUFFS.—R. J. E. Neild (137426), 2nd 
September, 1946 (B.A.O.R.):— 

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. is regranted 
T/Capt.:— 

THE BUFFS.—D. F. Cade (292717), 19th July, 
1946. 

The undermentioned 2nd Lt. to be W.S./Lt.: 
THE BUFFS.—W. S. Price (364023). (Sub

stituted for notifn. in W.O. Orders No. 28/1946.) 

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to 
be T/Capt.:— 

THE BUFFS.—E. Baker (247188), 17th 
January, 1946. 

No. 51 ISSUED ON 19TH DECEMBER, 1946. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) 
(A/Maj.) to be T/Maj. and W.S./Capt.:— 

THE BUFFS.—L. G. Gardner (350773), 23rd 
May, 1946. 

The undermentioned W.S./Lts. (A/Capts.) to 
be T/Capts.:— 

THE BUFFS.—T. Darling (350791), 23rd May, 
1946; F. S. Spanton (334162), 11th December, 
1946. 

The undermentioned W.S./Capt. (T/Maj.) 
relinquishes T/Maj.:— 

THE BUFFS.—P. E. S. Fawcett (245992), 
7th October, 1946. 

The undermentioned W.S./Lts. (T/Capts.) 
relinquish T/Capt.:— 

THE BUFFS.—H. M. Trim (355472), 12th 
October, 1946; F. J. Daly (277398), 20th 
October, 1946. 

The undermentioned 2nd Lts. to be W.S./Lts.: 
THE BUFFS.—J. R. Gillman (365757), 3rd 

November, 1946; J. T. Lewis (368158), F. A. 
Swan (368211), 1st December, 1946; H. P. B. 
Harben (368413), H. C. Pigou (368448), J. E. 
Powell (368418), 7th December, 1946; P. W. 
Barrett (369926), D. A. Dixie (369873), R. A. 
Dunlop (369909), A. G. O. Fowler (370008), 
J. Youden (370006), 9th December, 1946; 
J. J. M. Curwen (368623), P. H. Osterberg 
(365481), J. H. Wheatley (368617), 15th 
December, 1946. 

M.E. Orders:— 
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) 

(A/Maj.) to be T/Maj. and W.S./Capt.:— 
THE BUFFS.—P. A. Cashford (137421), 21st 

September, 1946. 

No. 52 ISSUED ON 26TH DECEMBER, 1946. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

M.E. Orders:— 
THE BUFFS.—W.S./Capt. (T/Maj.) L. P. 

Critchley (145020) relinquishes T/Maj., 7th 
May, 1946. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

The undermentioned 2nd Lt. to be W.S./Lt.: 
THE BUFFS.—G. D. Blackledge (369967), 9th 

December, 1946. 
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The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) 
(A/Maj.) to be T/Maj. and W.S./Capt.:— 

THE BUFFS.—R. J. V. Young (204900), 5th 
April, 1946. 

No. 1 ISSUED ON 2ND JANUARY, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
The undermentioned W.S./Capt. (T/Maj.) 

relinquishes T/Maj.:— 
THE BUFFS.—J. Thorpe (137428), 7th Sept., 

' 1946 (B.A.O.R.). 

The undermentioned 2nd Lts. to be W.S./Lts.: 
THE BUFFS.—J. N. Ross (370958), 17th 

October, 1946; J. M. D. Vincent (369895), 9th 
December, 1946; A. E. J. Gentry (368835), 
D. A. Wood (368811), 29th December, 1946; 
P. A. Hunt (370477), 30th December, 1946. 

M.E. Orders:—
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to 

be T/Capt.:— 
THE BUFFS.—C. A. Wood (315858), 19th 

August, 1946. 
C.M.F. Orders:— 
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) 

(A/Maj.) to be T/Maj. and W.S./Capt.:— 
THE BUFFS.—J. F. de Vroome (278357), 

26th June, 1946. 

Officers' Reunion Dinner. 
"THE above Dinner was held at St. Ermine's 
* Hotel in London on December 6th. From 

every point of view it was a great success, an 
excellent dinner, plenty to drink and an 
attendance of over 30. Thanks were due to 
Major J. Simpson for making all the arrange
ments and to Capt. Vere Collins, in spirit if not 
in flesh. 

I am afraid I cannot give all the names of 
those present, but amongst others were Lieut.
Colonels Cory, Hunter, Hoare and Bellamy, 
Majors Sherwood, Simpson and Marcey. Also 
Bickersteth, Gittings, Edwards (now playing 
Rugger for Kent), Keane and Homer. 

After dinner it was decided to form a Dinner 
Club, with a nominal subscription of 2/6 per 
annum to cover postage and notices, etc. Two 
joint Hon. Secretaries were appointed, one 
R.A. and one Buff, to arrange for the next 
dinner, to be held on the third Friday of 
October. 

Many letters and messages were read from 
quite 20 officers who were unable to attend. 

Major Sherwood offered to present a silver 
loving cup to the Club in memory of those who 
fell on active service. This offer was gratefully 
accepted. 

This dinner was a great beginning and 
cements a lasting friendship between our 
Regiment and the Gunners. I hope that our 
numbers will be even greater next October. 

J.R.W. 

Round and About. 
By The Tramp. 

The New Year. 

ONCE again we have consigned to the waste 
paper basket a calendar of months and have 

looked with vague surmise at its successor. The 
less said about the late lamentable year the 
better. Its weather was characteristic of its 
futility and frustration and yet we must, in 
justice, remember its negative virtues even if 
we feel disinclined to set them out on the credit 
side. What lies ahead? In great and state affairs * 
there are many problems which will need 
solution. Leaving aside things like the Peace 
Treaties, there are India, Egypt and Palestine, 
and no doubt Burma, all of which have a 
particular and pressing interest to the British 
Army or to such parts of it as are obliged to 
serve in those places until the march out. In 
this connection it is worthy of note that once 
again the British soldier has given proof of his 
patience and his discipline in the face of 
intolerable provocation. 

Favourable comment on this phenomenon—
for such it undoubtedly is—has been made in 
our Press of late, but it seems to evade the 
attention of the Press of countries who have 
more than one good reason to be grateful to 
the longsuffering gentleman who wears the 
King's uniform at no little peril to his life and 
limb. 

The Acid Tests. 
We had really hoped that the cricket matches 

in progress at this moment in Australia would 
have been free of acrimony, on and off the field. 
It may be galling for supporters of England 
that their XI is not up to the opposition it is 
facing, but ft is not a matter for excessive 
lamentation. These matters tend to go in cycles 
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and we should take our "downs" with the "ups" 
and hope for better things. The cohorts of 
writers from this country who, like camp
followers, have swarmed upon Australia seem 
determined at all costs to provide sensation for 
their readers at home. The plain fact is that 
Hammond and his men are less efficient than 
Bradman and his. Take one example: Hutton, 
who not many years ago kept the Australians 
in the field at the Oval (Kennington) for an 
unconscionable number of hours, makes very 
brief stays at the wicket "down under". Hutton 
is out of form. That often happens to great 
players. It has even happened on occasion to 
the superbatsman, Bradman. Our bowling is 
ineffective. Our bowlers are therefore said to be 
unlucky. But a good bowler does not only beat 
the batsman, he frequently hits the stumps. 
Then this umpire business. I do not remember, 
in the bad old days, that batsmen made 
demonstrations on the pitch of their disapproval 
of umpires' decisions. Still less did cricket 
correspondents indulge in hysterical lamentation 
about them. 

The overcommercialisation of sport is at the 
bottom of it, I feel sure. These exhibitions of 
petulant disappointment would have called 
down wrath, and more, from High Places in 
days gone by. Other times, other manners. 

The Circus. 
We may not get the bread we like but we 

have at any rate a circus that everyone likes. 
I mean the Bertram Mills Circus at Olympia. 
I cannot remember a better show nor one more 
efficiently produced. It was worth, to me, 
fifty theatres and all the stupendous and 
beadjectived films of the year. The animals 
were good, especially the dogs and the elephants; 
the humans were still better and the clowns 
were as good as ever. I marvelled at the staff 
work that made this nonstop exhibition of 
skill and thrill so smooth and so slick. If 
anything is likely to make a reasonable person 
believe that normal times are coming back it is 
this excellent show. 

The King's Pictures. 
Here is another show—at Burlington House, 

Piccadilly—that is well worth a visit. It is 
proving immensely popular, although the 
queues for it are not to be compared with those 
which were lately to be seen outside the Victoria 
and Albert Museum for the "Britain can make 
it" Exhibition. Only one thing is common to 
these two exhibitions: neither were offering 
anything for sale. At Burlington House there 
is no suggestion that what you see is for export 

only. It is an amazing collection of masterpieces, 
many of which have an interest and appeal 
outside their aesthetic value. 

The Old Home. 
I was glad to read Colonel Argles' letter in 

the last issue on the subject of the final and 
long expected abandonment of the old Depot 
for the more modern buildings on the top of the 
hill. No doubt the time will come when weather 
and the hand of time will mellow the strictly 
institutional character of the new Depot, but 
those of us who knew and lived in the ancient 
barracks will never feel the same delightful 
feeling of homely and spacious discomfort 
again. When I first went to The Depot in 1919 
I had a room with a basket grate which bore 
the inspiring legend "George IV" and before 
this fireplace I took my bath luxuriously in an 
enamelled hip bath. 

Incidentally, if the Editor will permit me to 
indulge in personalities, I think it is worthy of 
remark that he is probably the Buff with the 
longest record of residence in the old Depot— 
most of that residence being continuous. 

A plaque to that effect on the wall outside 
the room he lately occupied would be appropri
ate although, from a W.D. point of view, not 
permissible. 

Art in the Services. 
\ NOTICE was published a short while ago 
/A to the effect that the Army Officers' Art 
Society was being revived. All members of the 
Services interested in Art, and we believe they 
are many, will welcome this news. In future the 
Society will be known by a new name, "The 
Army Art Society", membership of which is 
no longer limited to officers. Membership is 
open to all ranks of the Army and Royal 
Marines, serving or retired, permanent or 
temporary. All ranks of the Royal Navy, the 
Royal Air Force, and other armed forces of the 
Empire will be welcomed as Associates. 

The Society proposes to hold its sixteenth 
exhibition of pictures and sculptures in August, 
1947, in the galleries of the Royal Society of 
British Artists, Suffolk Street, London, S.W.I, 
where most of our exhibitions have been held 
in the past. 

The Society came into being twentyone 
years ago, when two officers, Lieut.Colonel 
Owen Lewis, D.S.O., O.B.E., late Green 
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Howards, and Lieut.Colonel R. H. W. Wilson, 
late 10th Hussars, shared a studio in Chelsea. 
It occurred to these two artist friends that it 
would be a good thing to have an exhibition of 
paintings by soldiers. Early in 1925 they got 
busy and in the Autumn of the same year the 
first exhibition was held in the R.B.A. Galleries. 
It was opened by the Duke of Connaught, as 
Patron, and was most successful, arousing much 
interest in the Press and among the public. 
The immediate result was the formation of this 
Society for the purpose of encouraging art in 
the Army and of holding periodical exhibitions. 
Rules were laid down and at this early stage 
membership was limited to officers. Since then 
the Society has not looked back and every year 
an exhibition has been held in London until 
the war put a temporary end to its activities. 

During this time a feeling has been growing 
among members that, in the interests of Art, 
the Society should widen its scope and should 
no longer limit its membership to the com
missioned ranks of the Army. In Art there can 
be no rank excepting only that of Merit, and 
the time has now come to open the membership 
of the Society to a wider circle. The Society is 
accordingly celebrating its Coming of Age by 
a revision of the Rules and by a change of name. 

It is hoped that the response from all ranks, 
serving or retired, of our modern Army and 
from our sister services, will be so good that 
the high standard at which the Society has 
always aimed may be fully maintained if not 
surpassed. Anyone interested is invited to 
communicate with the Honorary Secretary, 
Colonel L. N. Malan, 10 Blenheim Road, 
London, N.W.8, who will be pleased to send a 
copy of the Rules and all other particulars. 

There is a Green Hill ... 
By R. W. Lewis, 

late 5th Battalion, The Buffs. 
pOETRY and fate in the middle of Tunisia, . . . 

It was just another hill and another deeper 
hue on a map, but it stood there—we spoke of 
it with friendliness and more often hate, for it 
barred our way, and every day it seemed to 
grow in our imaginations. It was everything— 
we didn't know what was on the other side, 
and we could not go back. How many times 
did we, and others, try to take it, and as many 
times had we failed? 

We moved up during the night, and con
centrated in and about one of the company 

areas amid a few Arab huts and shelltorn 
vegetation. It was one of those jetblack nights, 
when even out in the open one seemed to be 
surrounded by a chasm of depth unknown. The 
few who could not see well in the dark had to 
work to a system of remembering all the small 
things in their path—a bush here, a slit trench * 
there, a pile of stones or even a dead mule— 
and always there was that hope that it would 
turn out all right if the return journey had to 
be made. 

There was a tense feeling in the air; no one 
would talk very much, for imagination was 
bridging the many miles towards home. Attack 
it was to be, the whole battalion, with the help 
of paratroops, going in. 

The darkness seemed to thicken, and then a 
company carrying machine guns, ammunition 
and other harnessings of war moved out towards 
us from that chasm. The company commander 
spoke to the R.S.M., and from the odd snatches 
of conversation that I heard it appeared that 
the artillery barrage would start just after 
midnight, and by that time the troops would 
have moved up into position and when the 
barrage ceased the attack would go in. 

It began to rain. ... No one can really describe 
what that meant—what it did to ground that . 
had only just begun to harden after several 
days of continual rain. What it did to a path 
worn by feet skirting the slit trenches, banks 
of streams, and in its snakelike movement 
keeping below cover, beneath and away from 
the eyes of the enemy. Boots sunk in, and the 
very ground seemed to rise up and attempt 
tenaciously to hold one back; what it did, 
keeping on, on and on—dripping off steel 
helmets, dripping off the sleeves of gascapes 
so that our fingers' skin crinkled and puckered, 
and below the knees trousers were sopping wet, 
and from the anklets down a solid cake of mud. 
And this was quite normal. For weeks we had 
slept, ate and fought in such weather, living in 
open and partially covered trenches with 
dripping, slimy slush everywhere—nothing kept 
clean, and everything remained wet and wet 
right through. 

We sat there on the ammunition boxes, 
shielded from the wind, one of the paratroop 
officers and his batman huddled up with us; 
hiding our damp cigarettes in cupped hands, 
not saying anything, for what was there to say 
when even the weather seemed against us? 

Now and then a gun at the rear would flash, 
and overhead would whistle the shell, eerie 
and bitter. Muffled curse and aged joke crept 
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through the dropping rain. The dark shape of 
the officer stirred and he spoke aloud, not to 
us, not to anyone there: "I will arise and go 
now, and go to Innisfree, and a small cabin 
build there ..." his voice trailed into silence 
as the rain increased in violence. Where had 
I read or heard that before? My thoughts were 
cut short, for I was ordered to go up to the 
road with the paratroop batman to meet troops 
marching up to join us, and we stumbled away 
in the darkness through miniature lakes and 
mudponds. 

The rain had mingled with the darkness to 
destroy from my view the familiar landmarks, 
and soon I began to flounder along, slipping 
and falling. After a while I thought I could see 
the path and stepped out—into a slit trench 
partially filled with water. And there I lay, 
half in and half out, the water creeping round 
my rear, my fingers failing their grip in the 
mud, until I was helped out. Why is it at such 
times, when so much is happening or going to 
happen; why is it when we^ know that in a 
matter of hours, not days or weeks, men will 
be screaming with pain and agony, perhaps 
never to return, that we smile or even laugh? 
Does humour almost always surmount the 
greatest difficulties? 

We continued on our way and finally reached 
the road, there to crouch below a bank and 
wait the coming of the paratroopers. The rain 
still beat down, making a low swishing sound 
through the bushes and gullies. 

They came—a long single file of tall, illshaped 
figures with an officer at the head. On being 
halted and told that they should follow us, the 
officer turned round and said to the man 
immediately behind him: "Pass this back. 
There will be no noise or talking." Then we 
started off. Weapons clinked against equipment, 
and stumblings brought collisions and oaths, 
all mixing with the noise of the beating rain 
and the guns at the rear. 

The batman went first—how could I have 
led them? I no longer had any ideas about 
directions and just kept close to his heels as 
he swayed through the darkness. 

The time was drawing near. Biscuits and 
chocolate had been issued, the single lines of 
men gradually passing up as the rum was given 
out. Then, like a view of Piccadilly, matches 
were struck and little glowworms of light 
studded the black velvet around. It was a 
mutual thing, quite against regulations, and 
yet it was one of those things that just had to 
happen. As if by magic the thought of what 
lay before intermingled with the need for 

tobacco. The danger to come was drowned in 
the inhaling of smoke. 

Slowly the glowworms faltered and finally 
died as watches were consulted; cries of platoon 
sergeants were heard, and on that winding, 
rainsubmerged path the men formed up into a 
writhing crocodile. 

One by one, section by section, platoon by 
platoon, company by company, they went off— 
the cigarettes now forgotten, only the Jask 
ahead and the immediate job of keeping on 
one's feet occupying the mind. 

And then the barrage started. Flashes behind 
and on both sides split the darkness, and the 
thud and crack of guns and the birdlike whistle 
of shells went overhead. It went on, and it 
seemed as if we were isolated—nothing to do 
with that world that revolved the other side 
of the hill—nothing to do with those guns whose 
barrels belched shattering steel on to the places 
that we had yet to take; that faroff home was 
a halfremembered dream. 

The rain continued and the last section 
splashed and staggered by; we sat there huddled, 
not knowing what was going on and wishing 
that our hands were dry; that the rain would 
cease; that the guns would stop firing; that we 
could wake up and find that this was all a 
dream and that these past few weeks of filth 
and savage living were a myth, an imagining. 

The rain still dropped on to our knees whilst 
the guns fired and cigarettes dampened and 
crumpled between our fingers. 

Time went by accompanied by a riot of 
sound. 

The guns stopped firing and we sat there— 
not far away I could hear a stream gurgling 
and the sucking of mud. At the back of the 
unseen guns the dawn crept out, and with its 
coming the sky's floodgates closed until at 
length the raindrops could be felt singly and 
then not at all. 

The mud was still there, thick, churned mud, 
bearing in and on its surface empty biscuit 
packets and tins, chocolate wrappers, the red 
and white Vsigned matchboxes, all now 
looking desolate and bedraggled. Far away the 
hills could be seen still wrapped in mist—the 
brown patches of mud seemed to reach to the 
foot of that grey wall. Here and there men 
were stirring—ration and water parties, dump 
guards, to go up when the battalion called for 
food for the men and food for the weapons and 
to guard the company dumps of kit, ammunition 
and opened ration boxes—bright labels adver
tising fruit peeped from an occasional gaping 
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side; tins of pudding, tea powder and sardines 
had tumbled into the mud. Latrine paper 
fluttered in the wind. 

The sun came up and the steam arose from 
the damp wood of boxes and clothing and as 
the day passed the mud gradually thickened. 
Stretcherbearers came back bearing moaning 
and quietfaced burdens; through us and up 
to the road where, under occasional shell fire, 
the ambulance waited to receive the wounded. 

A flock of miserablelooking sheep passed 
through and were then turned back, for Arabs 
were not popular in those parts. Too many 
unexplainable things had happened after they 
had wandered through our lines. 

The ration boxes were sorted out, and whilst 
this was going on the water carriers went up 
to the road to collect two twogallon cans each. 
As soon as two or three men appeared on the 
road there was a shrill scream and explosions, 
and three shells landed amongst them. Dirt and 
shrapnel whizzed about, causing some confusion, 
but despite two men being badly wounded 
during the shelling, which went on whilst the 
water was being collected, the cans were all 
cleared back to the food dumps and then 
strapped in twos for carrying. 

At midday, when, according to reports 
brought back by guides, there was a lull in the 
battle, the carrying party went off. Along that 
same path the troops had taken—now, instead 
of Bren guns and rifles, they were carrying 
water and food to those who were fighting 
beneath the hard, unwinking sun, amid rock 
and wild flower, amid whistling bullets and 
evil crash and crump of shell and mortar bomb. 
The dangerous spots were pointed out to us as 
we went along: "Keep down; he whacks this 
bloody corner"; then this or that place was 
"pretty bloody". But nothing happened during 
that part of the trip. 

Things got rather more deadly as we drew 
nearer the battle; we had to run across an open 
space to reach the reverse slope of Green Hill, 
and the watercans swayed and bumped against 
our sides, and as we ran mortar bombs fell in 
and about us. Several cans were pierced by the 
flying metal and the precious liquid ran away, 
and one man fell screaming that his leg had 
gone. As far as possible the water and rations 
were delivered to the ration point—from there 
to be sent forward to the rifle companies on 
the sides and top of that hill. Stretcher cases 
had to be carried back, and one rifleman, 
whimpering and crying from shellshock, was 
halfcarried and dragged back with us. He 
crouched and cried when our guns fired, not 
knowing where he was going. 

The day wore on, and we were told that the 
battalion was to withdraw, for it was now 
evident that against superior defences a greater 
number of troops was required to take the hill. 
And so we went back to our original positions. 

The chaps came back, slowly, unwilling to 
give up that for which they had given so much. 
The paratroops—as many as were left—came 
through in their multicoloured jackets, weary 
and grim. Then I saw the batman who had 
accompanied me the night before. "Where's 5 

your guv'nor?" I asked. "He copped it. Christ! 
Is it worth it?" He turned away, caught up 
with his section, and went on and up towards 
the road, towards rest and partial peace. 
{With acknowledgments to "The Fighting Forces ', 

October, 1946.) 

The Past and Present 
Association. 

Life Members. 
DECEMBER 1ST—31ST, 1946. 

Dover Branch.—Hayward, L. 
Sittingbourne Branch.—Peters, H. 
Ramsgate Branch.—Martin, F. E. 
Folkestone Branch.—Rogers, H. R. 
Sandwich.—Brynes, A., Burch, G., Coyier, F. 
F aver sham Branch.—Curtis, E. E. 
H.Q. Roll.-—Kilner, H., Roscoe, J., Oakes, L. A., 

Stray, Major C. V., Verden, S/Lieut. M., Thurley, 2/Lt. 
P. A., Galloway, N. 

Annual Members. 
DECEMBER 1ST—31ST, 1946. 

Ashford Branch.—Mitchell, R. S. 
London Branch.—Rosier, H., Penn, F. R., Edwards, 

D. C. 
Sittingbourne Branch.—Nichols, E. J., Webb, W., 

Hopson, F. H., Coward, L. J. 
Folkestone Branch.—Goodburn, C. W., Withy, A. 
Sandwich Branch.—Field, A., Bullock, A. J., 

A. Scarboro, Silk. A. J., Stringer, R., Cunningham. 
F., Olvery, W. 

F aver sham Branch.—Darrell, A. M., Harland, A. 
H.Q. Roll.—Breadon, Capt. W. R., Reynolds, 

2/Lieut. R. W. E., Miles, 2/Lieut. G. R., Rosenberg, 
2/Lieut. B. T., Purchase, 2/Lieut. A. H. 

Benevolent Fund. 
DONATIONS. 

National Savings Movement, Ramsgate ... 
Sergeants' Mess, No. 3 P.T.C. 

GRANTS. 

Dec. 9. 
9. 

14. 

£ 8. d. 
5 5 0 
1 13 0 

£ s- d-
2 10 0 
5 0 0 
3 0 0 
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Dec, 1 s. d. 
17 3 10 0 
20 2 0 0 
23 3 0 0 
23 3 10 0 
23 5 0 0 
27 3 8 0 

World War 1939 Charitable Fund. 
GRANTS. 

£ s. d. 
9 2 10 0 
9 3 15 5 

12 3 0 0 
19 16 0 
20 7 0 0 
23 5 0 0 

Ashford Branch. 
Our first Children's Treat since 1939 was 

held in the Mission Hall, Norwood Gardens, on 
Saturday, December 28th. A large number of 
members' children enjoyed a splendid tea, 
arranged by Mr. T. Stace. It was very nice to 
see such a lot of happy faces again. 

The children sat down to tea at 4 o'clock. 
After tea the evening was spent in entertain
ment. Mr. Crumbie entertained with his 
conjuring tricks, which made the kiddies open 
their eyes. Some of the boys seemed to think 
they knew how it was done. 

Musical chairs also went down well by all,, 
for which prizes were given to the winners. 
There were also competitions for singing and 
recitations from which we found some good 
talent among the children. 

The duty of Father Christmas was carried 
out by our Chairman (Mr. Barnes). Every child 
received a present according to his or her age, 
which was presented by Father Christmas from 
a large Christmas tree. On leaving the Hall at 
about 7.30 p.m. everyone received an apple, 
orange and a threepennybit. 

Our thanks are due to Mr. T. Stace for 
arrangement of such a good tea during these 
hard rationing times, Mr. L. Pope and Mr. W. 
Earl for getting the presents, to all ladies who 
came along and gave such a welcome hand, 
also all the Committee men. 

Our monthly meeting was held at the Invicta 
Hotel on Saturday, January 4th, 1947. Mr. H. 
Barnes was in the Chair. We were also pleased 
to have our President, Major Bompas, with us. 
There was not quite such a large gathering as 
we have been having, but a very enjoyable 
evening was spent. 

The minutei were read and confirmed. Several 
letters were read from members saying how 

much their children enjoyed themselves at the 
party. 

A letter was also read from the British 
Legion asking^ if we had any members who 
would help to take a collection at the Odeon 
Cinema during the showing of a special film for 
the Army Benevolent Fund. Several members 
gave their names in. 

We are sorry to say we have three members 
on the sick list—Mr. Wratten, Mr. Ades and 
Mr. Phillips. We wish them a speedy recovery. 

This concluded the business, the remainder 
of the evening being spent in harmony. Several 
songs were sung by members, with our pianist, 
Mr. Salmon (Junior), at the piano. 

Our booby prize was won by Mr. H. Barnes 
and a very happy evening came to an end at 
about 9.30 p.m. E.J.S. 

London Branch. 
A meeting of the London Branch was held on 

December 21st last, with Mr. A. E. Grant in 
the Chair. 

The members stood in silence to honour the 
memory of Miss Mary James, who, after long 
suffering, had recently passed away. The late 
Miss James was a keen worker, not only for our 
Ladies' Guild but for the London Branch. Our 
sincere sympathy goes out to our great friend, 
Major H. G. James, in his sad bereavement. 
Miss Mary James we shall see no more at 
Grayfriars, but we shall not forget her. The 
funeral took place at Canterbury and the 
Branch was represented by Captain E. A. 
Carter and Captain W. Stone, whilst the London 
Branch of the Ladies' Guild was represented by 
Mrs. Carter and Mrs. Stone. 

Minutes of the last meeting were read, passed 
and signed; there were no questions arising. 

The Branch received a large number of 
Greetings for Christmas and the New Year. 
Amongst those received were messages from 
the Colonel of the Regiment, our President, 
(Lieut.Colonel J. R. P. Williams), Lieut.
Colonels H. F. Sparrow and G. Hamilton, 
Major A. J. Peareth, Captain E. A. Carter, Mr. 
and Mrs. A. Talbot Harvey, Jock Isard, Charley 
Varnham, Lieut.Colonels Guy Lee and G. R. 
Howe, Colonel W. R. Orwin, Captain T. O. 
Cook, Bill Elvey, Major H. G. Duffy, Major 
Harry Milton, Major H. G. James, Bandsman 
Best, Billy Richards, Captain (Birdie) Hops, 
Eddy Shute, J. C. Neale Dalton, Capt. (Bob) 
Waby, Dick Wickington and many others. 
Messages were also received from the 1st 
Battalion, the 2nd Battalion, The Depot and 
the Ramsgate Branch. 
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Mr. R. J. Collins gave a report on the Dance 
held on 30th November last, which finished 
with £11 lis. 5d. to the good. The arrange
ments were splendidly carried out and it was 
one of the finest shows the Branch has ever 
put on. Mr. Collins drew the attention of all to 
the Great Carnival (Driefontein) Dance on 
March 8th next, which will even surpass the 
splendid affair of November 30th last, to be 
held at the Borough Polytechnic, Borough 
Road, S.E.I. A hearty vote of thanks was 
accorded to Mr. Collins and his Committee and 
carried unanimously. 

Major Enright gave the members a brief 
survey of the Christmas Appeal and in doing 
so pointed out that many old Buffs, widows 
and families, those unfortunately in hospital 
or ill at home, not forgetting our Buffs in the 
Royal Hospital at Chelsea and those widows 
of Buffs resident in the Cambridge Home would 
receive their Christmas Gift. He thanked all 
ranks and friends for their generous help which 
had made this possible. 

It was announced that the following were in 
hospital, or ill at home: Mr. Albert Debling, 
late 8th Battalion; Mr. T. B. Potter (Senior), 
late 1st Battalion; Mr. T. Potter (Junior), late 
1st Battalion; Mr. F. G. Love, late C.S.M., 2nd 
Battalion, and R.S.M., 4th Battalion (ill at 
home); Mr. F. Baldry, late 8th Battalion (1939); 
and the members wish them all a speedy return 
to health. 

WELCOME.—The following attending for the 
first time were introduced and welcomed into 
the fold: C.S.M. J. O'Keefe, 1st Battalion; 
C.S.M. J. Hanson, 1st Battalion; Pte. G. Parker, 
1st Battalion; Colonel P. J. F. BouverieBrine, 
I.A., late 8th Battalion (1914). 

HERE AND THERE. 
It was nice to hear not only from very old 

Buffs, but also from the young ones, and it is 
particularly pleasing to old and young alike 
to be not forgotten by the officers they had 
the honour to serve under both in Peace and 
War. 

At Christmastide we renew that great spirit 
as one great family of those who have done 
their "bit" and those who are still carrying on. 

May the year we have just entered be one 
where love and affection for our Regiment, 
true comradeship, and loyalty not only to our 
King and Country, but of each Buff one to the 
other, will grow the stronger. 

We were pleased to meet Lieut.Colonel 
BouverieBrine and it was not long before he 
was in the company of several of the 1914 8th 
Battalion, enjoying a glass of lemonade—it 
might have been Cyder? 

We thought that Eddy Shute was looking 
very fit; also A. Charlton. 

Bert Tester wishes to be remembered to all 
who served with him on the 5th M.I., and all 
his old friends of the 2nd and 6th Battalions. 
At one time Bert employed many exBuffs in 
his firm and we have reason to believe he still 
does. 

It is with regret we hear that Major (Jock) 
Verlander is lying ill in hospital at Sevenoaks. 
All the good wishes of the London Branch, 
Jock, for a quick recovery. 

Lieut.Colonel W. R. Orwin sends his best 
to the Bear's Den. We hear that the Colonel 
has a very special warmer for cold feet, which 
operates with marked success when Buffs call 
at his house after a trek in the snow. 

We hear that Tpr. H. Cherrington, late 141st, 
is on his way to India, and wish him hon voyage 
and a safe return! 

Birdie Hops brought up some old "F" 
Company photographs last meeting and it was 
interesting to pick out Benny Field, Billy 
Everitt and others, then in their teens. Of 
course, the best looking boy in the 2nd Battalion 
at that time was serving in "A" Company, and „ 
he "never" used curling tongs. 

Young Skinner tells me he is still interested 
in cross country running, which keeps him very 
fir. He does it on a L.P.T.B. bus with an assault 
course up and down the stairs. 

We understand that Lieut.Colonel Harry 
Fine is shortly taking up a new appointment, 
but he will be well in touch with the Branch 
activities. 

We hear that Lieut. John War die has arrived 
safely in Greece on posting to the 1st Battalion, 
and wish him all good fortune with the senior 
battalion. 

We were glad to meet Mr. G. Darlow and to 
get his new address. 

Mr. W. (Billy) Redman is making good 
progress and by the time this appears in print 
trust he will be fully recovered. 

Mr. G. F. Kingham sends his greetings to all 
old friends. Similarly, Captain Geo. Johnson, 
Jock Isard and Charley Varnham. 

Mr. J. Poole hopes to bring Tom Boswell 
along to a meeting after Christmas. 

C/Sgt. Ted Mills, one of the very old brigade, 
is keeping in good health, also Mrs. Mills. He 
writes, "I send my best to all and hope they 
will have a far happier New Year than they 
have had for a long time." 

Bert Bean, 7th Battalion (1914), tells us that 
his son Peter is a Corporal in the Grenadier 
Guards, because he does not see much in Civvy 
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Street to come out for. Geoffrey was demobbed 
last February and is working in the City. 

Mr. H. P. Rosson, 2/5th Battalion, wishes all 
good health during 1947. 

Also Mr. Guy V. Mannering, late 7th Battalion 
(1914), sends his best to all old friends. 

Mr. A. C. Grigg also sends good wishes and 
although prevented from attending meetings 
on a third Saturday, always thinks of us at 
Tufton Street. 

Tpr. A. S. W. Lowers, late 141st R.A.C., 
writes, "I should like, if possible, to send my 
regards to all old friends." 

Jerry Copeland sends greetings all the way 
from Cape Town to all old wallahs who 
remember him. 

Lieut.Colonel L. C. R. Messel sends his good 
wishes to all and hopes they will have good 
luck throughout the year 1947. 

The Rev. N. C. Christopherson sends his 
good wishes to the London Branch and all 
friends of the old 6th Battalion. 

Congratulations to Frank O'Dell on selling 
the most tickets at our recent Dance. 

Major R. T. Monier Williams is unfortunately 
prevented from attending very often, but says 
"I always think of you". 
* Captain Bob Waby is back from B.A.O.R., 
but we regret to say his eyes still trouble him. 

We trust that Captain C. F. Bingham is now 
fully restored to health. 

THE QUIZ. 
The answer to the question respecting the 

wearing of the sash by officers has brought 
strong criticism from some of my friends, who 
say the change from the shoulder to the waist 
was made in 1898. Not one of my critics can 
produce proof, so I stick to my answer as 
published in the November issue. There was a 
change which affected The Buffs only in 1898, 
and which had nothing to do with the sash 
and which I think my critics have in mind. 

The answers to the Quiz published in the 
November issue of The Dragon are:— 
(1) The Company of The Buffs referred to is 

"C", under Captain Bradley Dyne at 
Kitchener's Kop. 

(2) The Buff present at Roorkes Drift was 
Sgt. Milne. 

(3) The Dragoon Guards were originally armed 
with a weapon called the Dragon. Hence 
the title. 

(4) The 2nd Battalion had a haircut en bloc 
with clippers at Naauport in 1900 prior to 
moving to the Modder River, 

A fresh Quiz will be published very shortly 
and in the interim the best of luck to all Buffs 
at home and overseas. J.E.E. 

A GREAT NIGHT. 
The London Branch held the first of its post

war functions on 30th November last. The 
venue was the spacious hall of the Borough 
Polytechnic and the occasion a grand dance, 
attended by nearly 300, members of the Branch 
and Ladies' Guild together with their friends. 
The Band was first class and the dancing never 
ceased from 7.30 p.m. to 11 p.m. Our President, 
Lieut.Colonel J. R. P. Williams, and Mrs. 
Williams joined heartily in the merriment. 
Lieut.Colonel Harry Fine, with his years 
of theatrical experience behind him, was 
indefatigable in making the dances not only 
entertaining but highly amusing. His leadership 
in the "Conga" and the antics he got up to 
made great fun. Our congratulations to Messrs. 
Collins, E. Carter, R. Billings and all others 
who gave up so much to ensure for all a really 
enjoyable night. 

The next event is a Carnival Dance on March 
8th, 1947, which promises to be one of the 
finest shows the London Branch has ever put on. 

J.E.E. 
Dover Branch. 

A very successful party was held at our H.Q., 
The Eagle Hotel, Dover, by the Branch, on 
Thursday, 19th December, 1946. An invitation 
to the Ladies' Guild was sent and they responded 
royally, 19 being present. Well done, ladies. 

Our Chairman made a few opening remarks, 
one being an apology from our President 
(Lieut.Colonel J. Crookenden), who was unable 
to be present owing to a cold, also from Major 
Sherwood. 

Mr. Mead, who organised the show, also 
acted as auctioneer and between him and 
Shiner Mills the splendid sum of £3 15s. 6d. 
was raised for Branch funds. A truly magnificent 
effort and one which was thoroughly appreciated 
by all. 

Several ladies and gentlemen ably obliged by 
singing, and our thanks are due also to Mrs. 
Hudson for her untiring effort at the piano. 

The health of our President was drunk with 
musical honours. 

We also welcome Mr. R. Harmer, who became 
a member at the meeting. 

Regarding the meeting, the Committee were 
very disappointed by the small numbers of our 
members who attended. Now then, Dover 
Branch members, what about it? Please try and 
turn up in the New Year; let us start the year 
1947 with a better outlook. 
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The Branch also have to congratulate our 
Rifle Team who won their first shooting match 
against Martin Walters. Keep it up, Riflemen. 

Dover members send New Year Greetings to 
all Branches of the Past and Present Association. 

T.H.H. 

Ramsgate Branch. 
Another year has commenced. Ramsgate 

Branch looks forward to further progress in 
1947. We take this opportunity to wish all 
branches a prosperous New Year. 

Our December meeting was a great success. 
Our Chairman, Ted Swendell, cut it short, so 
members had nice time to chinwag and enjoy 
jovial Dick Atkins' "Wallop". 

It was nice to meet Harold Coleman at 
Ramsgate. This good Buff belongs to Ashford 
Branch. A very enthusiastic worker and one of 
the old 6th Battalion. 

Talking about the 6th Battalion, I met 
R.S.M. Jeffreys and he is going strong and can 
always interest the younger Buffs with tales of 
Chitral, etc., and yarns about such good old 
soldiers as Ernie Carter, Dapper Jones, Percy 
Johnson, etc. 

I made a call at Buffs Cottages at Christmas 
and Messrs. Durrant, Stevens, Bing and Stead 
send their best wishes to all old comrades. 

I do not know whether I made an error in 
your last notes, but Mr. E. Swendell was 
appointed Shop Inspector at Ramsgate, not 
Canterbury. (Anyhow, Ted, we still congratulate 
you.) 

Now for the Meeting report:— 
Sixty members attended the monthly meeting 

of the Ramsgate Branch of the Past and Present 
Association, The Buffs, held at the Freemasons' 
Tavern, Ramsgate, on December 20th. 

Mr. E. H. Swendell presided, supported by 
Major A. J. H. Taylor (President), Colonel 
W. R. Orwin, Lieut.Colonel C. S. F. Witts, 
Major H. D. Rose, Captain N. Taylor, Captain 
R. Morgan, Captain H. H. Knight, 
Captain W. Barton, Captain E. Carter, Lieut. 
W. Wotton and Mr. B. E. Knott. 

Extending a welcome to Colonel Orwin, 
Colonel Witts and Captain Carter, the Chairman 
said that their presence that evening greatly 
assisted the progress of the Branch. The fact 
that these three gentlemen had travelled from 
Broadstairs, Margate and Herne Bay respect
ively, was a sure sign of their interest in The 
Buffs Association. 

Mr. Swendell made mention of the great loss 
the Branch had sustained by the deaths of 

Messrs. S. Faulkner and W. Larkins, those 
present standing in silence for two minutes as 
a token of respect to their late members. 

An interesting report giving details of the 
work and inmates at Maurice House, the 
British Legion home at Westgate, was given 
by Colonel Witts. In this home of old soldiers, 
said the speaker, there were representatives of 
nearly every regiment of the British Army, 
but so far there were no Buffs. The Colonel 
jocularly remarked that this proved the Buffs 
must be tough. 

Members would be pleased to know the home 
was doing splendid work for all disabled soldiers, 
concluded the speaker. 

Thanking Colonel Witts for his interesting 
speech, the Chairman said that everyone— 
Buff or otherwise—knew the amount of work 
and time he devoted on behalf of exServicemen 
and to the county in general. Mr. Swendell 
expressed the hope that the Colonel would pay 
a return visit. 

Captain H. H. Knight gave details of the 
Branch Dinner, which was being held early in 
the New Year. Forty members to date had 
expressed their intention of attending this 
function, including the Colonel of the Regiment. 

Colonel Orwin thanked the members for the 
welcome extended to him and promised to visit 
the Branch as often as possible, saying that 
the proper Buff spirit existed in Ramsgate. He 
wished the members the compliments of the 
season and still further progress. 

Letters of apology for absence were received 
from Messrs. F. Martin, F. Cooper and R. 
Durrant. 

At the conclusion of the business proceedings, 
refreshments were served by the Buff host, 
Dick Atkins, and the remainder of the evening 
was spent in reviving old comradeship. 

Annual Dinner. 
The Past and Present Association, The Buffs are 

justly proud of their record of having a branch in every 
town in Kent. And the proudest of those branches is 
Ramsgate, because it is the largest in the county. 

The flourishing state of the Ramsgate Branch, which 
has increased to seven times its prewar size, was 
stressed by speakers at the Castle Hotel, on Saturday, 
January 11th, when over 70 members and their guests 
spent an enjoyable evening in the traditional style of 
old soldiers at the Branch Annual Reunion Dinner. 

It was a night of especial pleasure for the Branch 
President (Major A. J. H. Taylor), whose guests included 
the Mayor of Ramsgate (Alderman S. E. Austin), 
Brigadier J. M. Stebbings, the Vicar of Ramsgate (the 
Rev. G. Bennett), C/I. R. A. Hicks, Lieut.Colonel 
G. R. Howe, Lieut.Colonel C. S. F. Witts, Major A. J, 
Peareth and Major H, D. Rose, 
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After the "Silent Toast" an interesting history of the 
Regiment from its origination in 1572 as one of the 
"Trained Bands of London" was given by the Mayor 
when he proposed the toast of "The Buffs". Wherever 
the Regiment had seen service—and that service had 
been second to none in the British Army—it had lived 
up to its motto, "With its ancient honour it is ever 
green", he said. 

After referring to the wonderful record of The Buffs 
in both world wars, the Mayor said, "I felt often during 
the dark days of the last war that to know that some
where the fighting spirit of The Buffs was winning 
through, helped to keep alive that spirit in the Men of 
Kent left here in Shakespeare's words, 'to defend our 
own door from the dog'." 

The Mayor said he believed in some quarters it was 
felt that with the reorganisation of the British Army 
now in process there would be a severance of the county's 
connection with The Buffs. The Colonel of the Regiment 
desired it to be known that such was not the case. Not 
only would the name of the Regiment be preserved but 
the local preservice training corps—the Army Cadet 
Force—and the county regiment of the new Territorial 
Army would continue to bear the name of The Buffs. 

Responding, Lieut.Colonel Howe, Chairman of the 
Executive Committee of the Association, assured the 
Mayor that The Buffs were proud of the fortitude and 
courage shown by the people of Ramsgate during the 
many years they held a front line position during the 
war. "Now we are getting back to more normal peace
time conditions we will share with you the reconstruction 
of your town, which I know is going on extremely quickly, 
and we hope to enjoy once again the wonderful 
hospitality always offered by Ramsgate", he said. 

Congratulating the Ramsgate Buffs on the wonderful 
way in which they had reformed their branch, Lieut.
Colonel Howe said it was now some seven times as 
great as it had been before the war. He paid tribute to 
all the hard work done by the local officers and said the 
Ramsgate Branch had set a wonderful example. Not 
only was it important as far as the Regiment was 
concerned but also as a link between the Regiment and 
the town. "We depend on our branches to spread the 
gospel and keep up the good feeling that has always 
existed", he concluded. 

Submitting "The Past and Present Association", Mr. 
E. H. Swendell, Ramsgate Chairman, said they now had 
a branch in every town in Kent. "I am very pleased to 
say that we are the strongest branch", he added amidst 
applause. They were now over 200 strong and considering 
they had a very small branch before the war he thought 
they had done exceptionally well. 

After paying tribute to the work of Major Taylor 
and their Honorary Secretary (Mr. B. Knott), Mr. 
Swendell Referred to the benevolent side of the 
association's work and thanked the Mayor for the assist
ance he had always given them. 

Major Peareth, responding on behalf of the Association, 
said that since the end of the war all their branches had 
been revived and a new one started at Faversham. 
During the year 194546, 401 Life members and 169 
Annual Members had been enrolled and during the past 
year 273 Life Members and 243 Annual Members added. 

After referring to the aims of the Association—to 
foster the spirit of comradeship and look after the wel
fare of members in distress—Major Peareth said that 
many applications for assistance had come from old 
Buffs who were not members and that position must be 
rectified. 

The health of the guests was tendered in lighter vein 
by Major Taylor, who said that in the days following a 

war the things which were looked for more than anything 
else were stability and security, and he thought they 
would agree that their guests were fully representative 
of both those things. 

Replying for the guests, Brigadier Stebbings con
gratulated the association upon its success and expressed 
the opinion that regimental associations were going to 
be almost the greatest standby of the nations. "If we 
can recapture that spirit in peace that we had in war 
we need not fear for the future of this country", he said. 

Concluding, Brigadier Stebbings said he thought it 
one of the most tragic things of the war that many men 
had had to serve in five or six different regiments and 
could not, therefore, owe allegiance^ to one regimental 
association. 

During the evening an enjoyable entertainment was 
provided by Miss Hilda Stanton (vocalist), Mr. W. 
Bolton (vocalist and pianist) and Mr. Joe Chamberlain 
(piano accordion). 

Margate Branch. 
The Branch held its Annual General Meeting 

on January 2nd at the George and Dragon, 
Charlotte Square, Mr. P. Kennett in the Chair. 

The minutes were read and on the proposition 
of Mr. H. Tong, seconded by Mr. S. Gander, 
were accepted by the meeting as a true copy. 

A statement of accounts was given, and we 
are pleased to report a credit balance, which is 
very encouraging. 

Mr. P. Kennett then proceeded with the 
election of officers and Branch Committee for 
the ensuing year, stating that he did not wish 
to be reelected again. Results as follows:— 

Chairman: Capt. J. Tilleard. ViceChairman: 
Mr. H. Tong. Treasurer: Mr. T. Jones. Secretary: 
Mr. H. Ingram. Branch Committee: Messrs. 
E. C. Nethersole, S. Gander, E. Maxted, C. 
Stockford, G. Cousins and W. Kingsland. 

Captain Tilleard then took over the Chair, 
and a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to 
Mr. P. Kennett for putting the Branch on its 
feet again after such a long while in the dark. 

Will all you Dragon readers please note that 
in future our monthly meetings will be held on 
the first Wednesday in the month instead of 
Thursdays. 

A vote of thanks was given to our host, 
Mr. H. Jones, for all he has done to make the 
Branch a success. 

May we take this opportunity of wishing all 
other branches a happy and prosperous New 
Year. 

H.T.I. 

Canterbury Branch. 
HERNE BAY SUBBRANCH. 

The monthly meeting was held at British 
Legion Headquarters, May Lodge, on Tuesday, 
December 10th. Mr. Dusty Miller was in the 
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Chair, supported by Mr. Wally Stannard, Vice
Chairman, and Mr. H. F. Whitfield, Hon. 
Secretary, 18 members being present. 

After the formal business the Upper Red 
Lion Dart Club were entertained. The Red 
Lions proved to be good winners by 4 games to 2. 
Messrs. A. Trice, Tom Elsey, C. Tollington and 
C. Ford being winners for the Branch. After the 
match A. Trice and W. Thunder played the 
Red Lion Captain and ViceCaptain for the 
usual gallon of wallop. Still no luck, but we 
helped to dispose of the prize. 

Competition for a doll produced some welcome 
funds for the Branch. It is hoped to fix a return 
match on 21st January at the Red Lion, Heme 
Street. 

Sandwich Branch. 
The first monthly meeting of the New Year 

was held at The Ship Inn, Major Ward being 
in the Chair, with only a small number of 
members, as many were on duty. Various items 
were suggested for the benefit of the Branch, 
who are looking forward to the return social 
evening at Canterbury on February 5th, at 
The Unicorn, St. Dunstan's. 

We trust our Chairman, Lieut.Colonel 
Willows, and Mrs. Willows are enjoying their 
holiday. 

The Branch sends many thanks to all for 
sending such nice cards at Christmas and wish 
them all the very best for 1947. 

We welcome Mr. F. Histed to our Branch 
and trust his stay will be a long one. 

H.T. 

Faversham Branch. 
The usual monthly meeting was held on 

December 5th at The Brents Tavern with 
Major Jackson in the Chair. There was a very 
good attendance, though we would still like to 
see more Buffs who served in the last war 
joining the Branch. 

During the meeting a committee was 
appointed to arrange a dance sometime in 
March, which we have every confidence will be 
a great success. It was also decided that much 
as we have appreciated the courtesy and 
hospitality of Mr. Seymour, the licensee of The 
Brents Tavern, that as a place of meeting it 
was too far out of the town, and as from our 
next meeting on January 2nd we intend to 
hold our meetings at The Limes, Preston 
Street, which will be much more convenient, 
especially for our older members who, in some 
ways we are sad to say, still comprise the 
majority of members, 

Beneath Bell Harry. 
PvECEMBER pro
educed every variety 
°f weather known to 
the English climate, 
the climax coming in 
the middle of the 
month with a heavy 
fall of snow, which 
lay until just before 
Christmas. Thaw in 
the middle of the day 
alternated with sharp 
frost at night, covering 
the roads with ice, 
and making progress 
the next morning, 

whether on foot or in vehicles, both difficult 
and dangerous. 

Officers' cars were seen to perform a number 
of strange evolutions not catered for in the 
Highway Code. 

On the 20th a most successful Children's 
Christmas Party took place in the Cavalry 
Theatre, organized by Mrs. Fox and the 
Quartermaster, and attended by 180 guests. 
In addition to a tea of prewar standards, there 
was a film show and a Christmas tree, from 
which each child received a present. 

On the 23rd the men's Christmas Dinner 
took place, and there can rarely have been a 
better one. This was the crowning achievement 
of Captain R. B. Myles, who left us to go on 
release the same afternoon, after spending the 
last six months as Messing Officer. Our best 
wishes go with him. 

An all ranks dance which had been organized 
for the 31st, and which had apparently been 
eagerly looked forward to by the youth and 
beauty of Canterbury, unfortunately had to be 
cancelled owing to the unexpected extension of 
leave by 48 hours. As a result of this a number 
of the permanent staff spent the night wrestling 
with the problem of dispersing by 9 o'clock the 
following morning 370 men who arrived back 
from leave at various times during the night. 

Visitors during the month included Brigadier 
Boucher, Lieut.Colonel Wilson, Lieut.Colonel 
King, Lieut.Colonel Iggulden, Captain Mount, 
Major Ravenhill, Lieut.Colonel Reid, Major 
Harry Jackson, Major Terry, Captain Baird 
and Major Cox. 
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Depot The Buffs. 

At last the Depot has started up again. Major Fox 
has been given command, but until Lt. Colonel F. W. B. 
Parry arrives, he is commanding No. 3 P.T.C. Meanwhile, 
Major Dare, who is in charge of the Depot Party, is 
ably filling the gap. Our purpose is to maintain the 
interests of the Regiment and to look after all Buffs 
returning home from service overseas and other parts 
of the British Isles. 

Other members of the permanent staff are:—Lieut. 
R. Keown, C.S.M. Faulkner, C/Sgt. Baker, Sgts. Fox, 
Garratt and Jeffery. Mr. G. Mould, late R.Q.M.S., is 
superintending clerk. 

We extend a hearty welcome to R.S.M.'s Twyman, 
Surridge and Cummings, and to all the other W.O.s and 
other ranks who arrived during this month. No doubt 
they were all very glad to be home for a real peacetime 
Christmas. 

May we take this opportunity of wishing all Buffs, 
past and present, a happy and prosperous New Year, 
and assuring all those who may come to Canterbury in 
the future of a very hearty welcome. 

Home Counties I.T.C. 
Buffs Training Company. 

Once again it is time to conjure up some notes for 
our journal, so here goes. The first half of the month 
saw us busily packing in more work than a training 
period could conveniently hold, and the predominant 
thought behind it all was Christmas leave. 

We said farewell to No. 39 Platoon on the 4th, and to 
No. 40 Platoon on the 18th December, both posted to 
another representative unit in the I.T.C.—No. 2 Training 
and Holding Company, where Major Wills, with his 
staff of Buffs, will despatch most of them to warmer 
climes, and we wish them luck wherever they may go. 

We welcome Nos. 44 and 45 Platoons on their arrival, 
and hope their stay will be happy, even if short. 

Leave helped to make conditions a bit more com
plicated, for quite a number of the N.C.O.s of our staff 
were due for leave and gave the Company Commander 
no small headache working out when they might be 
allowed to skip off, but things worked out fairly well, 
and we hope everyone is satisfied. 

Next came Christmas, and we were very fortunate in 
being allotted the second leave party, which meant that 
we should leave barracks on the 24th and return on the 
29th December, and to everyone's amazement and joy 
the War Office decided to give an extra fortyeight 
hours. Of course, everyone took advantage of it except 
Sgt. Jenkins, whose conscience pricked and went back 
to see that the barracks were still standing, or was it to 
see that Norman Sweeny was still sober, Bot ? The only 
other exception was the C.S.M., who had been having 
nightmares with an A.F. something 3005, whatever that 
may mean, but it is reported that he was only in barracks 
for a couple of hours. On our return on the first day of 
1947 some were feeling rather under the weather, but 
after a small false start, went away with a swing, and 
now that the holidays are over we once more settle down 
with our noses to the grindstone—except, of course, 
those lucky people who have gone on leave. 

We welcome to the company both Lieut. Nicholls, 
who like one of our wellknown officers (Lieut. Willows) 
has joined us from the Royal Marines, so we can " tell 
it to the Marines " ; and also Lieut. Leats, who has 
just arrived but has not started in yet. 
We wish Lieut. Ball all the best on the course, and the 

best of luck wherever he may go. 
Our climate seems to be too cold for the QBloke, 

who has volunteered to go overseas. That civvy suit 
won't be much good out there, Q—and they tell me 
that troops being posted abroad are to be issued with 
hairpins and nets! 
The Band are due to arrive at any moment, so we shall 

soon have some "Buffs Music", and, Mr. Editor, they 
might like to send for a few notes each months. 

As I am one of those lucky people who are going on 
leave, I am saying cheerio now, with all the best wishes 
to all Buffs, past and present for 1947. 

2 Training and Holding Company. 
This company of the I.T.C. came into being towards 

the end of November on the arrival of the permanent 
staff from Gravesend. So far our nomenclature has not 
been justified, as no training has been carried out yet, 
though there has certainly been plenty of holding and 
drafting, and our quarters in Somerset Barracks have 
been strained to the utmost. We have our own dining
hall, where the A.T.S. staff do us very well indeed—and 
the N.A.A.F.I. now operates most successfully. Over 
the Christmas period the company messed in Napier 
Barracks with the rest of the I.T.C., and we had the 
satisfaction of winning the prize for the best decorated 
section of the dininghall. 

NTow that the drafts, after several false starts, are 
getting away, we shall be able to get down to sport in 
earnest. Football is not yet up to our normal standard, 
but we shall settle down soon—the Permanent Staff are 
still too busy to play !—into a decent team under the 
leadership of Cpl. Flynn. In Cpl. Davis we have an 
Army boxer, and he is training a company team. 

We congratulate Sgts. O'Connell and Enright and 
Cpls. Mitchell and Vince on their wellearned promotion. 
C.S.M. Chapman, C/Sgt. Bowles, Sgts. Jamieson and 
Hockley are slowly regaining sanity after a very busy 
Christmas and New Year, dealing with ten drafts and 
large intakes from 13 Holding Battalion; in fact, we 
have been so busy in the office, now that Sgt. Barber is 
at the "wrong" end of the telephone, in the Battalion 
Orderly Room, either helping or deputising for 
0.R.Q.M.S. Catt, that we have rarely had time to try 
the many amenities of Folkestone, or to have a really 
good chat over old times with Buffs and Surreys who 
pass through the company. We are rather far away, too, 
from the Officers' Section, where there are so many on 
the "books",' and we have not had many callers. We 
were very glad to see Dick Pacy, now nearing the end 
of his course at O.C.T.U., and old members of 2nd 
Battalion, The Buffs were delighted to find C.S.M. 
Hogben not far away in The Buffs Training Company. 
C.S.M. Banks frequently visits us in the course of his 
duties. 

Altogether, we have settled in and down very quickly, 
and soon were made to feel at home. Lieut.Colonel 
Dewar is wellknown to many of us, as are also Major 
Lewis of The Buffs Training Company, and Major 
Martin, the Q.M., and we have already made many 
friends from the other regiments represented at the 
1.T.C. 
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THIS MORNING 

Mnuom of emus 
SPREAD OVER 

MflUOMS CHiNS 

JACOBS BISCUITS 
including 

CREAM CRACKERS 
SS*mm wmmfS & 

WATER BISCUITS 

Recommended for use in 

If III Messes and Canteens as 

suitable accompaniments 

to all meals 

W. & R. JACOB & Co. (L'pool), Ltd. 
Aintree Biscuit Factory 

CONWAY WILLIAMS 
THE MAYFA1R TAILOR 

48 BROOK ST. ,  MAYFAIR, LONDON, W.l 
(Opposite Claridge's Hotel) 

AND 

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY 

Morning and Evening Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions 
   Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits 

All Cloths cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand 
in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors 

REGIMENTAL TAILORS TO THE BUFFS REGIMENT 

Telephones: Telegrams: 
Mayfair 0945—Camberley 498 " Militaila Wesdo, London » 
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Obtainable 
from your 
N.A.A.F.I .  
CANTEEN 

ssaaa. 

To know what to do is only half the secret of 
success—the other half is knowing when to do 
it. A cold or 'flu attack needs the right treat
ment at the right moment. When the first 
sneezy, shivering, sniffling symptoms come— 
it's then you should take action by taking 
a couple of 'ASPRO' tablets. 'ASPRO' 
wastes no time—its action is safe, soothing and 
instant—it reduces the temperature, clears the 
head, dispels the chilly feelings. A wise plan is 
to take two more 'ASPRO' tablets with a 
hot drink on going to bed. In all probability 
that will be the last you will know of the cold. 

ASPRO toMttaUk a 
HOT DRINK JO' 
NEVER WITHOUT 'ASPRO9 

Dear Sirs, 7 Hornby Terrace, Morecambe. 
I am never really without a few 'ASPRO' tablets 

as they do dispel a cold. I am always out of doors 
on my job and we use 'ASPRO' at the least sign 
of a cold. 

Yours faithfully, D. JARVIS. 
Made in England by ASPRO LIMITED, Slough, Bucks 

TYPEWRITERS,  
FOR SALE OR HIRE 

Typewriters Repaired 

H. J. GOULDEN, Ltd. 
CANTERBURY AND DOVER 

Telephone 2785 

FRANK J .  SANGERS 
(EX BUFFS) 

Jfamilj) JMdttr 
LICENSED DEALER IN GAME 

You can rely upon the 
#  P R I V A T E  T R A D E R  

for Value, Courtesy and Service 

114 NORTHGATE St.. CANTERBURY 

By Appcir.tment 

To the Late King George V. 

Established 1799 
J. H. & J. BROOKE, Ltd. 

Wine Merchants 
LONDON 

27 CLEMENTS LANE, E.C.4 
Telephone : MANsion House, 5301 (3 lines) 

FOLKESTONE 
134 SANDGATE ROAD 

Telephone: Folkestone 3123 (2 lines) 

HYTHE 
78 HIGH STREET 

Telephone : Hythe 6301 
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A BModern Bank 
Service for Officer* 

The Officer who maintains an account with 

Lloyds Bank, Cox's & King's Branch, at 6 Pall 

Mall, Official Army and Royal Air Force Agents, 

enjoys many facilities beyond the receipt of pay 

and allowances. 

Arrangements can be made to cash cheques 

at any of the Bank's branches and agencies at home 

and abroad. The Indian and Burma branches can 

credit pay and allowances as they become due. 

The Bank will also, on request, deal with 

Officers' Income Tax, Retired Pay and Pensions 

and will furnish information on Insurance and the 

purchase and sale of stocks and shares. 

The Manager will be glad to open an account 

for Officers and discuss their financial problems 

with them. 

LLOYDS BANK 
LIMITED 

(cox 's  A N D  K I N G ' S  B K A N C H )  

ARMY & ROYAL A IR  FORCE AGENTS 

6  P A LL MALL SW1 
Offices at or near all Army & Royal Ai 
Fo rce  Cen t r e s  t h roughou t  Eng l and  &Wah>  

A.J.WHITE<HATTER4d 
A. J. WHITE Mrs. WHITE 

CAP MAKERS 
TO THE 

REGIMENT 
\A I? 

SOLE SUPPLIERS 
OF THE 

FLEXOLYTE 
FIELD SERVICE 

CAP 

REGIMENTAL 
CLUB & SCHOOL 

COLOUR 
SPECIALIST 

JA Y? 

FANCY TIES, 
SCARVES, 

ETC. 

MAKERS OF EVERY KIND 
OF 

LADIES' & GENT'S HEADWEAR 
Established over 80 years 

8 BURLINGTON GARDENS, W.l 
Telephone: REGENT 0582 

SANDON & Co., Ltd. 
9 STRATTON STREET, 

PICCADILLY, W.1. 

Civil, 

f!DUitan> anb flDnfti Sailors, 
Ibuntino Coats Breccbes. 

Telegrams : 
GEEGEE, PICCY, LONDON. 

Telephone: 
REGENT, 5783. 
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THE ORDER OF THE OAY 

You'll never get any medals for it, as any oldtimer will tell 
you, but if you go " on parade " with a brilliant KIWI shine 
on boots and equipment the resulting " inspection" will 
never worry you. So take a tip from those in the know and 
always use KIWI—Black or Dark Tan. All canteens have it. 
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Gillette 

temper blades 

electrically ! 

x 

Electrically tempered to take 
the hardest, sharpest shaving 
edges. Every edge shaped in 
three facets forming support
ing shoulders for extra strength. 
You may ignore such techni
calities, but not the smoother, 
more refreshing shaves Gillette 
blades give you. 

FOR 
INCL. TAX 

6 Hood Mornings 
begin 

with Gillette 

B RYM AY 
SAFETY 
MATCHES 

THE NATCH FOR THE 
BRITISH FORCES 

BRITISH MADE BY BRYANT & MAY 

COUGHS 
& COLDS 

per bottle 
(Including Purchase Tax) 
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Sc av2  m 

jyot you 
One good reason for saving now is to have 

money to spend when you can get the best value 
in exchange for your cash. In this connection 
Ford is a proposition worth considering. While 
your National Savings are growing, Ford cars are 
being manufactured in great numbers. Everybody 

PREFECT 10 h.p. £275 (Plus £77.2.9 purchase tax) 

at Dagenham is working to have your Ford ready 
for you when you are ready to buy. As for value— 
low initial cost, plus low running costs, plus stan
dard parts, plus fixed charges for repairs, plus the 
Ford Maintenance facilities—these add up to the 
best car value in the world. Save for your Ford. 
ANGLIA 8 h.p. £229 (Plus £64.7.3 purchase tax) 

BY APPOINTMENT 
MOTOR VEHICLE 
MANUFACTURER! 

C O N S T A N T  I N  P E R F O R M A N C E  
F O R D  M O T O R  C O M P A N Y  L I M I T E D ,  D A G E N H A M  

IN OR OUT OF SERVICE... 

It makes a world of difference 
to energy, keenness and the 
pleasure of living when the 
body's eliminative processes 
are regular. Good reason for 
making ENO a part of your 
daily routine ! Gently aperient, 
pleasant to taste, ENO offsets 
the effects of unfamiliar diet and 
living conditions. Make it your 
" first thing in the morning." 

ENO'S 
<FRUIT SALT* 

S H A V E X  
The Perfect Two Minute Shave 

NO SOAP  NO BRUSH  NO LATHER 
IS USED BY 
ALL BRITISH 

FORCES 
For shaving when In 
a hurry it is mar
vellous — a perfect 
shave in two minutes. 
No water needed, 
but if you have 
water moisten your 
face before using 
Shavex. You can 
shave In a quarter of 
the time that it 
takes with soap and 
brush and yeur skin 
will feei as fresh as 
a daisy. Almond Oil 
In Shavex keeps the 
face young and takes 
a w a y  w r i n k l e s .  
Smear Shavex over 
the face when you 
have shaved and 
your skin will keep 
young, fresh and frtt 
from blemishes. 

Millions all over the world are now using 
Shavex. Beware of imitations—thoro ts 
nothing like Shavex—the antiseptic shoving 

cream—the first on the market. 

SHAVEX everywhere 
I/3 and I/I0£ (including Purchase Tax) 
Obtainable at N.A.A.F.I., Boot* Wool
worth's, Timothy Whites & Taylors, Ud. and 

all Chemists and Stores. 
SHAVEX Z E E K O L  CO. ,  LTD.  

40 Bavaria Road, London, N.10 
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When you hear Coughs all over the place then 
is the time to look out for yourself. Veno's 
Lightning Cough Mixturesoon stops the attack 
and has done so for over 50 years. It is universally 
recognised as the dependable way of dealing with 
COUGHS, COLDS, BRONCHITIS, HOARSENESS, 
etc. so directly you begin coughing 

STOP IT WITH 

VENO'S 
VERY GOOD Coughs 

1/4 per bottle (Inc. tax) 

v' ;\vk\vyv>n\fi */< \\U\\\V\W 

I s s u G O D F R E Y  P H I L L I P S  M I T E D  

Ease for 
Sore Feet.... 

Active service conditions have resulted in many 
interesting letters referring to the great value of 
Germolene. 

Here is the experience of a man back from two 
years' service in Africa. The letter is dated 
February 6th 1945. "For six months I suffered 
from footrot, a very uncomfortable complaint. 
I thought my feet would never get better, and 
were going to remain like it all the time. After 
using Germolene the trouble was completely 
healed in one month—and healed permanently." 

SKIH TR0U&1* 
THE A£5 

ASEPTIC OINTMENT 
1/4 and 3/3 including Purchase Tax 
SOLD EVERYWHERE (ind. N.A.A.F.I.) 

tVome/? are#? 
,so wonder/h 

>«i§ 

When—because of the way 
they coldshoulder you— 
you begin to think that 
most women are what other 
women say they are, have 
you ever considered that it 
is because they find you 

P lay Safe! USE 

guilty of Oral Offence? 
Scientific tests prove that 
in 7 cases out of 10 Colgate 
Dental Cream stops Oral 
Offence that originates in 
the mouth. 

Including Tax 

TWICE A DAY 



How to get "The Dragon" 
FOR those wishing to receive the Paper direct through 

the post each month, the rates of subscriptions are : 
1 year, 8/. 6 months, 4/. 3 months, 2/. 

Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot the 
Buffs, Canterbury. 

25 YEARS OF CATERING FOR 
CANTERBURY AND GARRISON 
We have seen the change from large families 

and large joints, 
To small families and smaller joints, 
To rationing and even smaller joints. 
We make it our constant endeavour to help 

you through the week, 
And guarantee your Sunday joint, large or 

small. 
:: FAMILY BUTCHER :: 

Sausage 
Our well 

Established 
Speciality 

F. R. BEANEY 
(EXBUFF) 

22a MILITARY ROAD, 
CANTERBURY 

Telephone 2827 

Really 
Extensive 

Refrigeration 

& 
Telephone 2107

16 Orange Street, Canterbury 

Vll 

Established 1818 

GIBBS and SONS 
G E N E R A L  P R I N T E R S  

A L L  C L A S S E S  O F  
MILITARY PRINTING 
EXECUTED AT SHORT 

NOTICE 

BALANCE SHEETS POSTERS 
PROGRAMMES 

SPORTS FIXTURE CARDS 

PRINTERS OF THIS JOURNAL 

E S T I M A T E S  G I V E N  

HAWKES & Co., Ltd. 
MILITARY TAILORS SINCE 1771 

Regimental Tailors to 

THE BUFFS 

Uniforms Made to Measure 

or for Immediate Wear 

at Competitive Prices 

1 SAVILE ROW, LONDON, W.l  
68 HIGH STREET, GAMBERLEY 
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M E M O R Y  I N  S I L V E R  
7HESE silver figures are worthy examples of modern 

craftsmanship in precious metals. They are models of the 

periods 1660, 1745 and 1815. 

7 HE Infantry has ever played its great part in Britain's 

triumphs. In particular, the memory of the modern Units 

who contributed so much to victory deserves to be as 

worthily perpetuated. 

THE GOLDSMITHS & 
SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD 

112 REGENT STREET 
LONDON, W.l 

ONLY ONE ADDRESS - TELEPHONE : REGENT 3021 

t f $ 
i t 1 

I I 
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T H E  D R A G O N  

THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment). 
The Dragon. In each of the four corners the united Red and White Rose ensigned with the Imperial Crown. 

" Veteri Frondescit Honore." 
"Blenheim," "Ramillies," "Oudenarde," " Malplaquet," " Dettingen," " Guadaloupe, 1759," "Douro," 
"Talavera," "Albuhera," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nivelle," "Nive," "Orthes," "Toulouse," 
"Peninsula," "Punnlar," "Sevastopol," " Taku Forts," "South Atrica, 1879," " Chitral," " Relief of 

Klmberley," " Paardeberg," " South Africa, 190002." 
The Great War—16 Battalions.—" Aisne, 1914," " Armentieres, 1914," "Ypres, 1915, '17," " Gravenstafel, 
"St. Julien," " Frezenberg," " Bellewaarde," " Hooge, 1915," "Loos," " Somme, 1916, '18," "Albert, 1916, 
'18," " Bazentin," " Delvilte Wood," " Pozieres," " FlersCourcellette," " Morval," " Thiepval," " Le Transloy," 
"Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917," " Scarpe, 1917," " Messines, 1917," " Pilckem," " Pass
chendaele," " Cambrai, 1917, '18," "St. Quentin," " Avre," "Amiens," " Bapaume, 1918," " Hindenburg Line," 
" Rp6hy," "St. Quentin Canal," " Selle," " Sambre," " France and Flanders, 191418," "Struma's," " Doiran, 
1918," "Macedonia, 191518," "Gaza," "Jerusalem," "Tell 'Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Aden," "Tigris 
1916," " Kut al Amara, 1917," 4 Baghdad," " Mesopotamia, 1915*18." 

A gents—Lloyds Bank, Ltd., Cox's & King's Branch. Regimental Journal —" The Dragon ", Canterbury. 
Regimental Association—The Past and Present Association, The Buffs, Canterbury. 

Record and Pay Office ... Ashford, Middlesex. 
Allied Regiment of The Canadian Army. 

The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada. 
Allied Battalion of Australian Infantry. 

3rd Battalion (The Werriwa Regiment). 
Cclonel-m Chief His Majesty Christian X, King of Denmark, K.G., G.C.B., G.C.V.O.... 12/5'14 
Colonel MajorGeneral Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C., ret. pay, p.s.c. ... 4/6/43 
Officer Comdg. 3 P.T.C. and Buffs Depot, Canterbury—Lt.Col. F. W. B. Parry. 

Regular and Militia Battalions. 
Uniform—Scarlet. Facings—Buff. 

1 st Battalion {3rd Foot)—Land Forces, Greece 2nd Battalion (3rd Foot)—S.EA.LF. 
3rd Battalion {East Kent Militia)—Canterbury 

Territorial Army Battalions. 
4th Battalion (In abeyance). Hon. Colonel ... Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D. ... 1/8/46 
5th Battalion (In abeyance). Hon. Colonel ... Col. E. B. Burns, T.D., D.L. ... 5/12/45 

Name 

§ Allen, E. H. 
§ Rice, N. D. 

§ Marshall, F. A. J. E.. 
D.S.O., M.B.E., M.C. 

Hall, E. F., M.C. 
Boucher, V., C.B.E. 

Reid, T. R., M.C. 
Fox, P. R. H., M.C. ... 
Hoare, N. E 

Rose, A. J. D., O.B.E.... 
Penlington, T. N. 

King, J. E., D.S.O. ... 

Knocker, H. S. 
Coates, D. C. ... 
Airy, E. A 
Bruce, E. P. C., M.C. ... 
Nicholson, J. G., C.B.E. 
LyndenBell, P. T. G. ... 

Dewar, M. P. D., M.B.E. 
Parry, F. W. B. 
Spear, T. H., O.B.E. ... 

Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O. 
Parry, R. F., M.C. 
Williams, H. P. 

Connolly, J. F., D.S.O. 
Craig, B. H 
Reeves, N. R. ... 
Tuff, C. R 
Jelf, A. G 

Craddock, R. W., 
D.S.O., M.B.E. 

Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E. 
Grace, H. R 
Scott, E. S., M.B.E. ... 
HarrisSt. John, B. J.... 
Lewis, P. J 

Edlmann, E. L C., M.C. 
Edmeades, R. W. 

Rawlings, A. C. 
Horley, B. M 
Bailey, N. T 

Present Unit or Appointment 
LIEUTENANTCOLONELS. 

... A.Q.M.G., H.Q., Southern Command. 

... T/Brig., VicePresident Claims Commission 
and Director of Hirings and Disposals 
(Fixed Assets), S.E.A.L.F. 

T/Brig., 430 H.Q., U.N.R.R.A., B.A.O.R. 
T/Col., O.C. No. 1 Transit Group, S.E.A.C. 
T/Brig., Student, Imperial Defence College. 

MAJORS. 
T/Lt.Col. Buffs Depot. 
O.C. Buffs Depot Coy., Canterbury. 
Polish Resettlement Corp., North Eastern 

Command, U.K. 
T/Col., Deputy Mil. Sec., G.H.Q., M.E.L.F. 
T/Lt.Col., H.Q., Mil. Gov., Schleswig

Holstein Region, Control Commission for 
Germany. 

T/Lt.Col., Deputy Garrison Commander, 
Bicester. 

T/Lt.Col., A.A.G., H.Q., Burma Command. 
T/Lt.Col., Buffs Depot. 
T/Lt.Col., A.G. 14, C.M.P. 
T/Lt.Col., O.C. 2 Buffs, 
T/Col., Seconded to Foreign Office. 
T/Lt.Col., H.Q., 229 Mil. Gov. Control 

Commission for Germany. 
T/Lt.Col., O.C. H.C.I.T.C., Shorncliffe. 
T/Lt.Col., O.C. 3 P.T.C. 
T/Brig., Head British Military Mission to 

Belgium, Brussels. 
T/Lt.Col., O.C. 1 Buffs. 
T/Lt.Col., Buffs Depot. 
T/Lt.Col., A.A. & Q.M.G. Static Element, 

7 Armd. Div., B.A.O.R. 
T/Lt.Col., O.C. 163 O.C.T.U. 
1 Buffs. 
T/Lt.Col., S.O. 1 (P.T.), G.H.Q., M.EL.F. 
T/Lt.Col., G.S.O.l M.I.I 1, War Office. 
Bde. Maj., 2 S.D.F. Inf. Bde., Keren, 

Eritrea. 

T/Lt.Col., G.S.O.l M.O.I, War Office. 
T/Lt.Col., G.S.O.l M.O.4, War Office. 
G.S.O.2 (Ops.), H.Q. 1 Corps, B.A.O.R. 
T/Lt.Col., 70 H.Q., C.C.G., B.A.O.R. 
2 i/c 2 Buffs. 
O.C. Buffs Coy.H.C.I.T.C. 

CAPTAINS. 
T/Maj., 2 Buffs. 
T/Maj., G.S.O.2, Allied Liaison Branch, 

C.C.G. (B.E.), B.A.O.R. 
D.A.P.M., London District. 
T/Maj., G.S.O.2, H.Q., S.E.A.L.F, 
T/Maj., 2 Buffg, 

Name 
Ravenhill, R. A. C. 

Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E. 
Samuelson, J. P. W., ... 

M.C 
Dendy, R. H 
Lucas, J. P 
Norris, N. F. H. C. ... 

Majendie, A. E. 
Harbord, K. P. G. 
Blaxland, W. G. 
Gay, A. W 
Bossom, C." ... 
Montgomery, D. 
McGrath, B., M.C. ... 
Lindley, P. A. N. 
Morgan, F. de R., M.C. 
Poulsen, N. D. ... 
Cox, E. G., M.C. 
Collins, H. A 
Critchley, L O. 
Crichton, R. F. 
Worts, J. B., M.C. ... 

May, J. F 
Semmence, R. G. H. ... 
Court, D. N 
GordonWilson, N. F.... 

Nash, J. P 
ffrench Blake, M. A. O'B 
Hadshar, R. G. 
Iliffe, R. O 
Dunglinson, W. G. H.... 
Thorneycroft, F. E. 
Barrett, D. P. R. 
Macdonald, E. W. 
Marshall, F 
Dent, J. E 
Dubois, G. E. ... 
Harley, D. B 
Peckham, A. D. 
Johnson, T. S. ... 
Squire, S. J 
Wilson, P. F 

Present Unit or Appointment 
T/Maj., Bde. Maj., 131 Inf. Bde. (T.A.), 

Tunbridge Wells. 
T/Maj., 3 P.T.C. 

T/Lt.Col., G.S.O.l, Min. of Defence. 
Staff Captain, M.S.I, (b), War Office. 
T/Maj., 1 Buffs. 
T/Maj., G.S.O.2 (Trg.), 1 Dist. Corps, 

B.A.O.R. 
T/Maj., D.A.A.G., G.H.Q., M.EL.F. 

T/Maj., 1 Buffs. 
46 (T.T.), K.A.R. 
T/Maj., 2 Buffs. 
T/Maj., Bde. Maj., 9 Inf. Bde., M.ELF. 
T/Maj., D.A.A.G., H.Q., B.T.A., C.M.F. 
G.S.O. 3 H.Q. 139 Inf. Bde. C.M.F. 
T/Maj., 2 (W.A.) P.T.C., West Africa. 
Language Course, China. 
T/Maj., 
T/Maj., 1 Buffs. 
T/Maj., 1 Buffs. 
2/4 Gurkha Rifles, India. 
Staff Captain, H.Q., East Africa Command. 

LIEUTENANTS. 

W.S./Capt. 

T/Maj., D.A.Q.M.G. H.Q., Burma Com
mand. 

W.S./Capt., 1 Buffs. 
T/Capt., Adjt. 3 P.T.C. 
G.S.O. 2, M.I. 2, War Office. 

W.S./Capt., 3 P.T.C. 
T/Capt., C.M.F. 
T/Capt., 4/14 Punjab Regt., India. 
T/Maj., 3/1 Gurkha Rifles, India. 

1 Wilts, India. 
5 Raj. Rif., India. 

| Supernumerary, 

Hamilton, C. M. 
Howe, L G. 
Phillips, L M. ... 

Martin, H. J., M.B.E.... 
Ricketts, G. A 
Ransley, P. W., M.B.E. 
Williams, L J . 

2 War wicks, M.ELF. 

2 Buffs. 
2ND LIEUTENANTS. 
W.S./Lt., 2 Buffs. 

W.S./Lt. 
QUARTERMASTERS. 
Maj. (Q.M.), H.C.I.T.C. 
Capt., (Q.M.) 3 P.T.C. and Depot the Buffs, 
T/Maj., School of Chemical Warfare. 

. T/Maj. (Q.M.) I Buffs. 
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Personalia. 
/^OLONEL E. Foster Hall, now commanding 
^No. 1 Transit Group, S.E.A.C., in Singapore, 
has seen six or more officers of the Regiment, 
including Major N. T. Bailey, off to Hong 
Kong. We regret to hear that "Jessie" Payne 
(Q.M.) is very seriously ill. Colonel Hall and 
Brigadier Rice visit him regularly. 

Colonel Hall hopes that his wife will be joining 
him in Singapore soon. 

Lieut.Colonel R. F. Parry and Major E. 
Edlmann arrived home early in the year having 
travelled from Singapore in H.M.S. Formidable, 
a carrier being used as a trooper. 

Lieut.Colonel J. E. King has been appointed 
Deputy Garrison Commander, Bicester. His 
address is : The King's Arms Hotel, Bicester, 
Oxon. 

Brigadier Murray, late R.A.V.C., well known 
to officers of the 1st Battalion in Gibraltar days, 
and his family are living at Fleet. He is now 
employed by the Greyhound Racing Association. 
He wishes to be remembered to Lieut.Colonel 
Crookenden and Major Fox. 

We regret to record the death of Mrs. E. M. 
Reid and offer our deep sympathy to Lieut.
Colonel T. Roscow Reid and his family in their 
loss. 

Major R. J. Tuke expects to be released from 
the Army before long. His last tour at sea 
was over a period of five months in which he 
did trips from this country to Rangoon, thence 

to Lagos, then back to Cochin for a batch of 
West Africans before coming home. 

He seems to have had great fun running the 
ship's bidaily paper and in writing and pro
ducing a play, "Murder in the Worcestershire" t 
in which the principal lady was a magnificent 
specimen of a R.S.M., who was very good and 
extremely funny. 

His many friends in the prewar 2nd Battalion 
may be interested to know that Lieutenant
Commander Kenneth G. Sharp, D.S.C. (formerly 
a lancecorporal in the 2nd Battalion about 
13 years ago), is now Assistant Commissioner 
on H.Q. Staff of Frontier Control Service, 
B.A.O.R. 

Captain Geoffrey Tait, who lives at Foz Do 
Douro, Oporto, having done "certain war 
work" during the recent war, has since been 
busy in getting back to ordinary business 
connected with the wine trade. We are glad 
to hear from him that there is plenty of good 
port in Portugal and look forward to seeing 
some of it someday. If any Buffs go to Portugal 
Captain Tait hopes they will let him know. 

Lieut. (Q.M.) A. E. Brittain is now at 129 
German Working Camp, Ashford Lodge Camp, 
Halstead, Essex. There are no other Buffs in 
the camp. He sends his best wishes to all 
Buffs, past and present. 

Mr. Dann, who served in the Regiment in 
the 191418 War, is a steward on a cross 
channel steamer. His son was with the 1st 
Battalion in Lucknow. 
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We regret to record the death of InPensioner 
Alfred Hammond which occurred at the Royal 
Hospital, Chelsea, on January 22nd, aged 
831*2 years. He served in the Regiment for 
16^ years and was in possession of the Queen's 
and King's S. Africa Medals. 

We regret to record the death of Walter 
James Fuller Kesby, who died on January 10th, 
aged 75 years. He transferred to the Regiment 
from the Queen's Royal Regiment and went on 
pension with 21 years' service, finishing his 
service at the Depot as Post Corporal. He was 
in possession of the Relief of Chitral 1895, N.W. 
Frontier 1898 and the Long Service and Good 
Conduct Medals. 

AT the request of the Association of Service 
^Newspapers, of which The Dragon is a 
member, the Committee has agreed that the 
eightpage supplement of advertisements shall, 
in future, form facing matter in The Dragon. 

There is a very good reason for this. The 
expenses in connexion with the production of 
the Journal have mounted and continue to 
mount. 

Facing matter brings increased revenue and 
attracts the advertiser, from whom comes the 
increased revenue. It is hoped, therefore, that 
our readers will not take exception to the new 
set up and will continue to support us as before. 

Births, Marriages and Deaths. 
MARRIAGE. 

Mr. R. NapierMartin and Miss A. Brooke 
Edwards. 

The marriage took place yesterday, at St. 
James's, Spanish Place, of Mr. Richard Napier
Martin, son of Mr. Guy NapierMartin, of Great 
Bromley Lodge, Colchester, Essex, and the late 
Mrs. NapierMartin, and Miss Anne Brooke 
Edwards, stepdaughter of Lord Chesham and 
daughter of Lady Chesham. Father Patrick 
O'Brien officiated, assisted by Father F. C. Nutt. 

The bride, who was given away by the Hon. 
Charles Cavendish (in the absence of Lord 
Chesham, who is abroad), wore a gown of white 
satin and a veil of Brussels lace (lent by Lady 
Braye) held in place with a flower headdress. 
Miss Mary Brooke Edwards, sister of the bride, 
was the only attendant and wore a dress of 
peachcoloured satin. Captain David Treherne 
was best man. 

DEATHS. 

Reid.—On February 13th, 1947, Eleanor 
Margaret [nee Haig), beloved wife of Lieut.
Colonel T. Roscow Reid, M.C., The Buffs, of 
Barton Corner, St. Augustine's Road, Can
terbury, aged 41 years. 

ENGAGEMENT. 

Mr. E. H. Body and Miss Ygberg. 
The engagement is announced between 

Edward Hedley Body, youngest son of Dr. and 
Mrs. T. M. Body, of Middlesbrough, and of 
Keisley, Appleby, Westmorland, and Barbro 
Margareta, only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. S. 
Ygberg, of Alexandria and Stockholm. 

Obituary. 
Captain J. J. Slattery. 

CO you have gone Jerry, as Voltaire said 
^when dying, "to find out the Great Secret". 
J. J. Slattery (Jerry to his friends) joined the 
2nd Battalion in Limerick and proceeded with 
it to South Africa, where he eventually went 
through the Zulu Campaign, after which the 
Battalion went East to Singapore and Hong 
Kong and here my association with him com
menced, and, incidentally, never really ended. 

He was a remarkable man in that he had a 
marvellous memory, and one could not catch 
him out in History or Politics. 

As a man he was always ready with sound 
advice and help when necessity demanded; 
always surreptitiously as he detested publicity. 

He had a scathing but not vulgar tongue 
to those who deserved it. To paraphrase 
Goldsmith, "I knew him well and other Truants 
too". 

He married the Battalion School Mistress 
and there were four children. Two sons and 
two daughters. All were in the Civil Service. 

Eldest son : W.O., with equal rank to Lieut.
Colonel. Younger son : High position in Civil 
Service. Both daughters : High position in 
Civil Service. I regret the two sons have died. 

Jerry, old chap, Pax V obis cum. 
G.J. 
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Reunions 
Y24 add Y25 Squads—"B" Coy. Depot, 

The Buffs. May—Sept. 1942. 
^APTAIN R. A. Daniels, Lieut. G. G. 
^Thamerton, Lieut. L. A. King and Sgt. 
A. W. Mason, all late members of the above 
two squads, wish to arrange a reunion of Y.24 
and Y.25 in London. Will old members of these 
two squads please communicate with Mr. A. W. 
Mason, 140 Herent Drive, Ilford, Essex. 

Information as to the location of other 
members of the two squads would also be 
appreciated. 

11 /50th Battalion The Buffs & 89th 
Light A.A. Regt. R.A. ReUnion. 

All Ranks. 
TT is proposed to hold a reunion of all ranks. 
"Will former members of the abovenamed 
units notify their present addresses to J. M. 
Bickersteth, Esq., Chiddingstone Rectory, 
Chiddingstone, Kent, or to B. J. Bushell, Esq., 
9 Empire Terrace, College Road, Margate, Kent. 

Captains W. Bentley, R. Bebis, J. M. 
Bickersteth, A. F. Blair, B. P. Edwards, R. M. 
Keane, M. Leates, H. J. Nicholls, J. J. Risson, 
N. A. Taylor and P. S. Tweedy. 

Messrs. J. E. Shakespeare, H. S. Sherrington, 
J. Persoune, G. A. Adams and G. F. Connolly. 

11/50th Bn. The Buffs & 89th Light 
A.A. Regiment, R.A. Officers 

Dining Club. 
HTHE following is a list of officers who attended 

the dinner on December 6th, 1946. 
The names and addresses of the two 

Secretaries selected for the coming year are :— 
R. N. Marcy, Esq., 

c/o Smart and Bowerman, 
66 High Street, 

WaltononThames. 
Norman A. Taylor, Esq., 

The Old Mill, 
Church Road, 

Worcester Park, Surrey. 
All former officers of 11/50th Battalion, The 

Buffs, and 89th Light A.A. Regiment, R.A., 
are invited to send their present addresses and 
subscriptions of 2/6 to the Dining Club. 

Notices will be published of the next dinner, 
which will probably be on the third Friday in 
October, 1947. 

Lieut.Colonels J. R. Willows, H. C. Cory and 
D. S. Hunter. 

Majors N. E. Hoare, N. Bellamy, J. S. 
Blanford, H. M. Emms, R. J. Gittings, E. 
Collins Homer, R. W. W. Howell, R. N. Marcy, 
K. Miller, R. S. Simpson, D. Duncan Smith, 
John Sherwood and R. B. Skinner. 

Regimental Gazette. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
FRIDAY, 10TH JANUARY, 1947, DATED TUESDAY, 

14TH JANUARY, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
THE BUFFS.—The undermentioned Cadets to 

be 2nd Lts., 15th September, 1946 :— 
6109382 Herbert Charles Godman (376089), 

6109322 Denis Fenn Murphy (376090), 6108710 
Henry Maxwell (376091), 6108745 Ralph Neil 
Playfair Reynolds (376092). 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 

TUESDAY, 14TH JANUARY, 1947, DATED 
THURSDAY, 16TH JANUARY, 1947. 

The King has been pleased to grant 
unrestricted permission for the wearing 
of the following decorations which have 
been conferred on the undermentioned 
personnel in recognition of distinguished 
services in the cause of the Allies :— 
Decorations conferred by His Royal 
Highness The Prince Regent of Belgium. 
Grand Officer of the Order of the Crown. 

Brigadier (temporary) Trevor Hicks 
Spear, O.B.E. (6710), The Buffs (Royal 
East Kent Regiment). 
Chevalier of the Order of Leopold II with 

Palm. 
Croix de Guerre 1940 with Palm. 

Lieut.Colonel (acting) Peter Simmons 
(105007), The Buffs (Royal East Kent 
Regiment). 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
FRIDAY, 17TH JANUARY, 1947, DATED TUESDAY, 

21ST JANUARY, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
THE BUFFS.—The undermentioned Cadets to 

be 2nd Lts., 30th November, 1946 :— 
14480852 Martin Verden (373483), 14055258 

George Richard Miles (373533), 14950573 Philip 
Arthur Thurley (373546), 14486345 Ronald 
William Evelyn Reynolds (373555). 
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2nd Lt. H. E. Matthews (164395) relinquishes 
his commn., 24th November, 1945, on appt. to 
a commn. in the T.A. Gen. List. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 

TUESDAY, 21ST JANUARY, 1947, DATED 
THURSDAY, 23RD JANUARY, 1947. 

Indian Army. 
The following officer is awarded the 

Efficiency Medal (Territorial) :— 
The Buffs.—Captain (Hon. Major) S. A. 

Westbrook (138692). 
SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE 
OF TUESDAY, 21ST JANUARY, 1947, DATED 

FRIDAY, 24TH JANUARY, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
THE BUFFS.—The undermentioned Cadets to 

be 2nd Lts., 30th November, 1946 :— 
14466194 Bjorn Thorwald Rosenberg 

(373456), 14465333 Ivan Wilhelm Barington 
(373457), 14053008 Alan Hamilton Purchase 
(373403). 

SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE 
OF FRIDAY, 24TH JANUARY, 1947, DATED 

TUESDAY, 28TH JANUARY, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

THE BUFFS.—Lt. J. F. May (130706) to be 
Capt., 28tE December, 1946, with seniority, 
1st July, 1946. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

THE BUFFS.—14481135 Cadet Norman 
Michael Champs (373794) to be 2nd Lt., 21st 
December, 1946. 

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
FRIDAY, 3 1ST JANUARY, 1947, DATED TUESDAY, 

. 4TH FEBRUARY, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
THE BUFFS. — 14055712 Cadet Richard 

Stamford Burrows (376305) to be 2nd Lt., 
25th August, 1946. 

SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE 
OF TUESDAY, 4TH FEBRUARY, 1947, DATED 

FRIDAY, 7TH FEBRUARY, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
THE BuFFS.VW.S./Lt. A. L. Eldrid (335318) 

relinquishes his commn., 20th January, 1947, 
and is granted the hon. rank of Lt. 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. J 

No. 2 ISSUED ON 9TH JANUARY, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
The undermentioned W.S./Lts. (A/Capts.) to 

be T/Capts. :— 
THE BUFFS.—H. M. Gregson (341125), 20th 

October, 1946; R. J. Hillman (300193), 3rd 
January, 1947. 

The undermentioned 2nd Lts. to be W.S./Lts.: 
THE BUFFS.—M. J. L. Thomas (368862), 

29th December, 1946; J. F. Bowyer (370448), 
30th December, 1946. 

TERRITORIAL ARMY. 
THE BUFFS.—Maj. (T/Lt.Col.) J. Thompson, 

O.B.E. (75188), relinquishes T/Lt.Col., 4th 
November, 1946. 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No. 3 ISSUED ON 16TH JANUARY, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

C.M.F. Orders :— 
THE BUFFS.—W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) A. J. 

Hannan (265361) to be T/Capt., 19th December, ~ 
1945. 

TERRITORIAL ARMY. 
The undermentioned Capt. (A/Maj.) to be 

T/Maj. :— 
THE BUFFS.—M. I. Hart (88630), 26th 

October, 1946 (B.A.O.R.). 
WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 

No. 4 ISSUED ON 23RD JANUARY, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

The undermentioned Capt. (T/Maj.) relin
quishes T/Maj. :— 

THE BUFFS.—J. P. Nash (78316), 15th 
September, 1946. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to 

be T/Capt. :— 
THE BUFFS.—A. K. Cooper (360747), 30th 

October, 1946. 
The undermentioned W.S./Capt. (T/Maj.) 

relinquishes T/Maj. :— 
THE BUFFS.—D. N. Macleod (110179), 3rd 

November, 1946. 
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) re

linquishes T/Capt. :— 
THE BUFFS.—A. J. Hannan (265361), 26th 

September, 1946. 
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WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No. 5 ISSUED ON 30TH JANUARY, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
The notifn. regarding the undermentioned in 

W.O. Orders (1946) is cancelled :— 
THE BUFFS.—No. 44 : Lt. (T/Capt.) (A/Maj.) 

N. F. GordonWilson (174945). 
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

The undermentioned W.S./Lts. (A/Capts.) to 
be T/Capts. :— 

THE BUFFS.—E. V. Rockell (337063), 27th 
March, 1946; L. C. Robinson (165601), 28th 
August, 1946. 

The undermentioned W.S./Capt. (T/Maj.) 
relinquishes T/Maj. :— 

THE BUFFS.—D. H. A. Goodman (226556), 
21st April, 1946. 

The undermentioned 2nd Lt. to be W.S./Lt. : 
THE BUFFS.—A. J. Russell (370130), 26th 

January, 1947. 

Finding Jobs for Service Men. 
'THE National Association for Employment 

* of Regular Sailors, Soldiers and Airmen 
(short title : Regular Forces Employment 
Association), which is supported mainly by 
Regimental and other Service funds, placed 
43,418 men in jobs in the first ten months of 
1946, representing 70.2 per cent, of the number 
of men registering during that period. Of these 
placings 24,223 were Regulars and 19,895 were 
men who served not less than two years in the 
193945 War. 

The Association now has branches or sub
offices in the following places, several having 
been opened or reopened since the war : 
Barnsley, Bedford, Belfast, Birmingham, Brigh
ton, Bristol, Bury St. Edmunds, Cardiff, 
Carlisle, Chatham, Chelmsford, Chester, Coven
try, Croydon, Derby, Devonport, Dundee, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Gloucester, Halifax, Hull, 
Hamilton, Leeds, Leicester, Lincoln, Liverpool, 
London Central, Acton, Bow, Deptford, Wood 

£ Green, Manchester, Middlesbrough, Newcastle
onTyne, Newport (Mon.), Norwich, Notting
ham, Portsmouth, Preston, Reading, Salisbury, 
Sheffield, Shrewsbury, Stockport, Stokeon

 Trent, Sunderland, Swansea, Taunton, Wolver
hampton, Worcester, Wrexham. 

For the first time an R.A.F. officer has been 
appointed to the post of General Secretary of 
the Association. He is Air Commodore W. D. 

Budgen, C.B.E., and succeeds Brigadier F. H. 
Stapleton, C.M.G., who held the post for 12 
years. 

Figures of recent registrations and placings 
show a steady increase in the percentage of 
men placed. 

Officers' Pension Society. 
r^\FFICERS of all three Services have become 
^gravely concerned at the steady decline in 
the value of their retired pay and the pensions 
of officers' widows. The proportion of retired 
pay to full pay has decreased considerably 
since before the last war, with the result that 
retired pay is now quite inadequate to enable 
the lower and middle grades of retired officers 
to maintain their officer status in retirement, 
as they could prior to 1914. This is all the 
more serious, since the nature of their profession 
and their ages of retirement deprive them of 
any civilian market value worth mentioning. 

As for officers' widows, their pensions have 
hardly altered since the early years of the nine
teenth century and are now quite ludicrously 
small. 

Civil Servants have not suffered in this way, 
since their pensions are a fixed proportion of 
their pay and therefore automatically go up as 
pay is increased. As a result, the maximum 
pensions of the Permanent Secretaries of the 
Service Ministries are now about half as large 
again as can be obtained by any First Sea Lord, 
Chief of the Imperial General Staff, or Chief of 
the Air Staff, no matter how high his rank or 
how great his services to the nation. Civil 
Service widows are also much better provided 
for than those of fighting officers. 

The impression has been spreading among 
retired officers that this very unsatisfactory 
state of affairs will not be remedied except by 
their own efforts. The undersigned are therefore 
sponsoring the formation of an interService 
Officers' Pensions Society, with a view to taking 
appropriate action. They have previously 
invited opinions from officers and are convinced 
from the number and tone of the replies received, 
including many from senior officers, that there 
is a considerable body of support for such a 
Society. 

The Society will not be in any sense a charity, 
but will be a militant organisation designed to 
promote retired officers' and widows' interests 
through Parliament and public opinion and in 
any other suitable way. The primary necessity 
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for the success of such an undertaking is the 
accumulation of adequate resources. The spon
sors believe that it would be bad policy to 
initiate energetic action without the means of 
backing it up, and they consider that every 
effort should initially be devoted to reaching a 
substantial target as quickly as possible. Any 
donations for this purpose will be welcome. 

Membership is open (subject to the approval 
of the Council of the Society) to retired officers 
of all three Services, the wives and relatives of 
serving or retired officers, and the widows and 
relatives of deceased officers ; the term "all 
three Services" including the British element 
of the Indian services. 

The subscription, which expires on December 
31st of each year, is £1 per annum for all 
members except the widows of deceased officers, 
for whom it is 10/. Cheques should be made 
payable to the Officers' Pensions Society, c/o 
Gale and Polden Limited, Ideal House, Argyll 
Street, Oxford Circus, London, W.l. 

R. M. RAYNSFORD, Lieut.-Colonel. 
RUSSELL GRENFELL, Captain, R.N. 
LACHLAN MACLEAN, Air-Commodore. 

Danish 44 Buffs '' Given Christmas 
Dinner. 

P\ANSK Samvirke has given one more 
^Christmas dinner to Danish volunteers 
serving with the Allied Forces, but this time 
the 110 guests were all from The Buffs (Royal 
East Kent Regiment) and a considerable 
number of them were leaving for service in 
Palestine the next day. It was held at the 
Restaurant Wivex in Danish style, though the 
lack of rice and of geese were limiting factors, 
but turkey in the Danish way and Danish apple
cakes were satisfactory substitutes. There was 
a Christmas tree with parcels for everyone piled 
at its foot,, just as in Denmark, and the Danish 
hymns and songs that are sung at Jul were 
sung in the old way. The parcels with socks, 
scarves, etc., had been sent by Danish ladies 
all over the world. A telegram from King 
Christian wished the volunteers a happy 
Christmas and the best of luck and thanked 
them for serving in the Regiment of which he 
is Hon. Colonel. 

The Buffs have long associations with 
Denmark. Prince Jorgen, the consort of Queen 
Anne, was their Hon. Colonel in the Regiment's 
early days. 

DENMARK. 

Memories of Driefontein 
jt 

V)H hat memories the name brings back ! I was 
a lancesergeant in "D" Company and in 

command of No. 1 Section. Captain A. R. 
Eustace was in command of the Company and 
Charlie Burrows was acting coloursergeant 
because Birrell had been wounded at the Reit 
River in the Relief of Kimberley. 

There had been a mix up at Poplar Grove a 
couple of days before, but all it had meant for 
us was marching, marching. The rations were 
permanently, it seemed, on the half. Going 
along past Poplar Grove we passed the 1st 
M.I. and Alf Coveney dashed up. "How are 
you, Bill ?" "Oh, soso." And to my great joy 
he produced a nice fat greasy "Chapattie". 
We were going along and Alf stuck it in my 
haversauk. A truly magnificent gesture. Well, 
we marched and marched, and at about 7 or 8 
o'clock we had got a bit irregular and a voice 
wellknown to all yelled out, "Get in your 
fours and keep covered off." Georgie Gutsell, 
in my section, shouted out in his high pitched 
voice, "Anybody could ride about on a horse 
and holler 'keep in your fours'." The Major, 
J.B., pushed his horse right into the ranks, 
and glaring at George, shouted back, "When d 
you have as much service as me you'll want to 
ride." There were some laughs, but I was 
thinking, "Now I shall have to put George on 
a fizzer." But nothing further happened and 
we marched and marched. 

On the morning of Driefontein we went off 
at company column distance with about five 
yards between front and rear ranks. This was 
the normal system. I heard a roar from some
where, "Keep covered off the guides". No 
need to enquire. It was the one and only John 
Aherne, the Regimental, and it affected me 
because I was right guide. We bucked up a 
bit and put on a bold show because the General 
Commanding our Division, KellyKenny, was 
watching us. There he was with his hat cocked 
on one side and his Abysinnian Medal, taking 
quiet stock as we went along. He was quite 
different to Charles Knox, our Brigadier, who 
was stout, red faced, and seemed to me a bit 
on the peppery side. A fine Brigadier though. 
We marched and marched and Fagg, who was * 
strung around with goodness knows what all on 
his belt, caused a diversion. He had what 
looked like a coffee pot and the pot had a loose j 
lid. The lid kept on, ding, ding, ding, ding. 
The weather was hot and we were getting tired 
and all of a sudden someone bawled out, "Fagg, 
if you don't stop that coffee pot dinging and 
danging I'll blow your liver out." 
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This burn was 
well treated... 

We are continually receiving letters from men 
overseas and in the services at home pointing out 
the virtues of GERMOLENE, 
A Staff Sergeant in the C.M.F. tells how he used 
GERMOLENE when he burnt his hand severely, 
yet, thanks to GERMOLENE cc two days later I 
was able to play the piano, yet prominent scars 
dispel the theory that the accident might not have 
been so serious as I estimated. A person concerned 
in the same accident to a much lesser extent 
preferred other treatment and still has dressings 
on the affected part. It is fortunate that we are 
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Gillette edges are 
sharper than a 
surgeon9s scalpel I 
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INCL. TAX 

The hardest, sharpest edges known to science, 
of glasscutting hardness. Built on sturdy sup
porting shoulders for extra strength and longer 
life. Every blade anchored in its wrapper, to 
ensure that the keen cutting edges reach you 
untouched and undamaged. Only Gillette, 
constantly seeking better methods, can give 
you such perfection — and shave you so 
quickly, cleanly and cheaply. 

- Good Mornings9begin with Gillette 

A COMBINED 
OPERATION 
The ingredients in PHENSIC act 
quickly together in a medicinal com
bined operation which speedily re
lieves pain from Headaches,Lumbago, 
Sciatica, Neuritis, Neuralgia, Aching 
Muscles, etc. PHENSIC is also un
surpassed as a quick and effective 
specific for Colds, Chills and Influ
enza. Simply take a couple of tablets 
with a little water. You will find 
PHENSIC quickly relieves the heavi
est cold. Praised by the Forces at 
Home and Abroad. Obtainable 
from your N.A.A.F.I. Canteen 
or any Chemist. 
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We halted and I remember Colonel Hickson 
saying, "I don't think it is serious opposition." 
There was firing going on in front of us at that 
time but it seemed safe where we were and so 
I and Jaby Nethersole got our canteens out 
and were having a snack. Jaby was my 
bivouacing pal and a better one man could 
not have. However, a shell came over and the 
transport waggons suddenly veered off to the 
right. Just then a bullet struck under Jaby 
Nethersole's canteen and shot it up in the air. 
It seemed we were for it then. As far as I can 
recollect we formed a firing line and moved 
forward to attack frontally a well covered 
position held by the Boers ; the Z.A.R.P.S., 
we found out afterwards. Hot stuff. 

The situation, as I remember it, was a 
gradual slope up to the Boers, who seemed to 
be behind rocks and had good cover. We were 
not exactly in the open, but there was not 
much cover. There was long Veldt grass and 
here and there an ant hill. It got a trifle warm. 
Shrapnel was bursting over us and a Long Tom 
from our left flank kept sending over a big one. 
We went forward in rushes of small parties, all 
mixed up with the Essex and Welch. All 
I could do was what I had been trained to in 
peace time. Yelling out, "Come on, my section", 
and going a little bit forward and flopping down 
flat. The bullets were whizzing oyer us and 
amongst us. There were a good many casualties, 
because the Boers had good cover and were 
fine shots. In front of me on the Boer position 
there was a mimosa bush and beside that there 
appeared to be a Boer who was doing all the 
damage to us. Looking back I have always 
thought we did not fire enough when we 
flopped down. Nearer and nearer we got and 
all at once, Bob Ormsby, myself and another 
knelt up and let fly a magazine each at the 
Boers near the mimosa bush. They kept quiet 
after that round the bush. 

Foster, of my section, suddenly reported to 
me that he had been hit by a bullet from 
behind our line. What Foster thought I could 
do about it I often wonder. He went on the 
Hong Kong Police after and I asked him the 
question. He did not remember the incident 
at all. 

On we went. Buffs, Essex, Welch, all mixed 
up. We were reinforced by the Yorkshires 
(Howards). A burst of firing took our section, 
hit Dalby, Foster (front this time) and an 
officer of the Welch. Fagg, of my section (the 
Ding Ding Coffee Pot hero), said he had a First 
Aid Certificate. Should he attend to the officer. 
We had permission to do this on this occasion 

because it was far too dangerous for stretcher 
bearers. Fagg stayed with the officer and, 
I believe, got the D.C.M. All this fearful 
racket at last brought us to striking distance. 
We formed a regular line. I saw Captain Dyne 
on my left watching the line forming. Word 
came to fix bayonets. Whistles blew and up 
we all rose and yelling, shrieking, stumbling, 
we fairly tore across like madmen to the Boer 
position. They fired an irregular burst and 
then funked it. I made for the mimosa bush 
and tore down into the Donga. There were 
about eight dead Boers around the bush. The 
enemy had a beautifully natural fortress there 
and I wonder we ever got into it. Inside the 
Donga Arthur Barton took command and told 
us to form up our companies as they came 
along. I was the Senior N.C.O. of "D" Company 
present and formed up the men as they ran 
into the position. Barton sent out a party to 
guard against a counter attack. The Boers, 
however, had had enough. Those who had 
horses had gone. The others put up their hands. 
No wonder. The bayonet we had was a nasty 
looking piece of steel. The best I had and 
I had "three kinds of them during my service. 

Bodger Ingram came up and kissed me. 
Fact. He always denied it. An officer rushed 
up and said, "That man has bayonetted a 
Boer prisoner." That man was Jaby Nethersole 
and he said, "What me do a thing like that ! 
Not likely." 

One fellow found a melon. He cut it open 
and stuck his face into it. We all had beards 
and whiskers and if that chap didn't look funny 
with pips and so on all over his face, then ask 
me. . 

Some sort of quietness settled. Arthur Barton 
and Tim Rylott were setting on a dead horse. 
Barton loaded up a spare pony with water 
bottles and a drummer started off to get them 
filled. The pony went a little way and dropped 
dead. The drummer, I believe, Darkey 
Lawrence, turned to Barton with a funny 
expression, the like of which I never saw before 
or since. Darkey was no oil painting. 

We marched away from the captured Donga 
and the battalion formed up. 

Our Captain, Eustace, had been killed ; who 
took command of the Company I cannot call 
to mind. Sammy (our Captain's pet name) 
was carrying a carbine. In the morning he had 
asked me to take the stars out of his shoulder 
straps. "Got to disguise ourselves", he said 
and shook his carbine. 

Aherne whistled for Orderly Sergeants and 
it took me. He called for a list of casualties as 
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far as we knew. They were heavy. Over a 
hundred known hit and a lot not quite certain 
absentees. 

The man of iron, as we thought him (or at 
least I did), seemed to wilt and I am sure his 
eyes moistened. Five sergeants killed, Tom 
Bowen, Kirby, Johns—I don't call to mind 
the others. Tom Bowen stopped a Long Tom. 
Well, he was a gambler. "It's your luck", he 
would say when the cards turned against him. 

Cpl. Furnish of my section got a leather bag 
off a dead horse. It was locked and felt very 
heavy. 'Tis full of gold and diamonds, we 
thought, and Furnish hugged it to his chest. 
It could not be opened as we had no key. So 
it was cut: open and was found to be full of— 
softnozed bullets ! Poor old Furnish, he nearly 
fainted. 

That night we made a big fire of grass and 
stuff and they put four stretchers around it. 
The poor chaps on them were very quiet and 
I wondered if they were dead or perhaps doped. 

Worn out we slept in our equipment and off 
next morning as it was getting light—over sky 
lines—with rations at the half, as usual. 

The cooks, under the Quartermaster, Captain 
Boon, were dishing out lumps of gritty meat 
out of dixies. "Best I can do for you", he was 
saying. They must have been up all night. 

I still have a roll of "D" Company and a 
roll of my section. 'Tis 47 years ago, and 
where are they all now ? 

My pal, Jaby Nethersole, died in Bloemfontein 
when we had the scourge of Enteric. A very 
fine soldier of the Old Buffs. 

A good long time after the battle I read in 
an account that the attack of the 6th Division 
was sticky. Sticky ! I wonder if the writer was 
there ? 

J. E. MARCHANT, 
41 Pembury Road, Late No. 4423, 

Tonbridge. 2nd and 7th Battalions. 

The Tunisian .Campaign 
By Major E. W. Sheppard, M.B.E., M.C. 

(ret.). 
"TENERAL Anderson's despatch, covering 

the operations of the British First Army 
from the first Allied landings in French Morocco 
and Algeria early in November, 1942, to the 
surrender of all the Axis forces in NorthWest 
Africa in midMay, 1943, includes many points 
of interest. The original landings were made 

entirely by American troops except for that at 
Algiers, in which the British 11th Infantry 
Brigade Group and two command units fought 
under the U.S. 34th Division ; but once a firm 
footing had been established ashore, the British 
First Army was given the task of occupying 
Eastern Algeria and Tunisia before the enemy 
could seize these territories. General Anderson 
was from the first of the opinion that this would 
only be possible if the French forces in Tunisia 
put up a stout resistance to any Axis entry, 
and this they failed or were unable to do, so 
that our 78th Division had to enter on its race 
for Tunis and Bizerta under a grave handicap. 
Only lightly equipped forces operating at the 
end of long and precarious lines of communica
tion and on a reduced scale of transport, were 
available for the operation. There was friction 
resulting from the presence of bodies of 
American and French troops, both under their 
own independent commanders, intermingled all 
along the long front; the loyalties of the French 
officers and men were moreover sharply divided, 
and their attitude often hesitating and dubious, 
while the armament and equipment of the 
French units was defective and out of date. 
Throughout the earlier part of the campaign 
moreover our air support was inevitably 
deficient. This was, in General Anderson's own 
words, "an exasperating period in which I saw 
chance after chance disappear for lack of 
sufficient strength to seize them, and when 
reinforcements did arrive, the enemy in turn 
had also increased his strength. 

At first the 78th Division's advance went 
well, and by November 27th had attained 
Djedeida, the nearest point to Tunis that was 
reached until the final stage of the campaign. 
But hostile resistance then stiffened and our 
administrative situation became so precarious 
that it was clear that our further offensive 
would have to be postponed to give us time to 
build up resources and rest and refit our troops. 
Bad weather then caused further delay, during 
which the enemy's positions were so greatly 
strengthened as to render the chances of 
decisive success clearly hopeless. On Christmas 
Eve General Anderson, therefore, decided to 
abandon any major attack on Tunis until after 
the end of the rainy season—"a sad decision, 
but inevitable owing to the weather". It was 
clear that the attack when renewed would have 
to be on a much heavier scale against greatly 
increased opposition; meanwhile, the First 
Army was ordered to contain the enemy by 
constant pressure, while making limited attacks 
to secure jumping off ground ior a subsequent 
general offensive to be launched when weather 
conditions should again permit of it. 
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The ensuing period from January to March, 
1943, was, however, marked rather by Axis 
than by Allied offensive activity. The defeat 
of the French at Faid Pass at the end of 
January was followed by that of the French 
and Americans at Sidi Bou Zid in midFebruary 
and of the Americans at the Kasserine Pass a 
few days later. This last setback placed the 
Allied forces in a difficult position, from which 
only the rapid despatch and opportune arrival 
of part of the First Army's general reserve 
rescued them. Renewed hostile attacks in the 
northern sector at the end of February continued 
for the greater part of March and also led to 
local setbacks. "It was not a happy period; 
things went wrong too often and we lost some 
most important ground." General Anderson 
ordered the 5th Corps to recover this—first the 
46th Division and then the 78th Division—in 
"as tough and prolonged a bit of fighting as 
has ever been undertaken by the British soldier", 
thrust the enemy out of the bulk of his recent 
gains. Our front was thus reestablished in 
positions suitable for the further general 
advance which was now in course of active 
preparation. 

This final offensive of the campaign was due 
to begin on April 22nd in conjunction with the 
U.S. 2nd Corps and the British Eighth Army, 
now in line on the First Army's left and right 
respectively. The enemy's resistance was still 
formidable and he held strong advanced 
positions, which had to be stormed and his 
strength worn down before a break through 
and decisive victory could be achieved. The 
week April 22nd30th, therefore, saw fierce and 
sustained fighting all along the front, and 
though considerable gains of ground were made 
and heavy casualties caused to the enemy, he 
could not be evicted from his main positions 
without further offensive operations. General 
Alexander, now in charge of all the Allied 
armies in Tunisia, decided to transfer from the 
Eighth to the First Army the 7th Armoured 
and 4th Indian Divisions, and the 201st Guards 
Brigade. This transfer was completed by 
April 5th by "a colossal traffic movement 
(reminiscent of Derby Day) which was success
fully concealed from the enemy by erecting a 
large dummy concentration of tanks and 
transport which led him to suppose that we 
had split our armour and lulled his apprehension 
of immediate attack". In General Anderson's 
view this shows the sense with which air 
reconnaissance could be deceived, and recalls 
that despite most active air reconnaissance he 
had himself usually failed to find any warning 
signs of German attacks in the earlier stages of 
the campaign. 

continued on p. 34 

The Past and Present 
Association. 

Life Members. 
JANUARY 1ST—31ST, 1947. 

London Branch.—Courtney, Capt. J. K. 
Sittingbourne Branch.—Pearce, T. 
Ramsgate Branch.—Lanfear, A. H., Castle, F. C. 
Margate Branch.—Tilleard, Capt. J. 
Canterbury Branch.—Wyles, W. H. 
Folkestone Branch.—Wakefield, C. W. 
H.Q. Roll.—Ranee, W., Chaney, Lieut. A. E. 

Annual Members. 
JANUARY 1ST—31ST, 1947. 

London Branch.—Parmenter, W. S., Gay wood, K. G., 
Taylor, F. W. 

Weald Branch.—Gambrell, T. C., Manser, A. L, 
Ramsgate Branch.—Finn, R. S., Williams, P. 
Hythe Branch.—Barnes, R. S. 
Folkestone Branch.—Archer, Major J. H. W., Martin. 

Captain S. 
H.Q. Roll.—Hollinge, H. C., Ezzard, J. A., Hendon, 

Lieut. H. G. 

Benevolent Fund. 
DONATIONS. 

Jan. 1. Mr. H. Taylor 

GRANTS. 

Jan. 

Jan. 

1. 
6. 

14. 
14. 
11. 
14. 
16. 
22. 
23. 
23. 
23. 
30. 
30. 
30. 
31. 

3. 
10. 
14. 
16. 
16. 
22. 
23. 
23. 
23. 

2 0 

£ s d
10 o 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
5 0 
0 0 

4 12 6 
5 0 0 
2 17 6 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
5 0 
0 0 

World War Charitable Fund. 
GRANTS. 

£ s. cL 
0 0 
5 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

2 17 7 
2 0 0 

London Branch. 
A Meeting of the London Branch was held at 

the Prince Alfred, Tufton Street, Westminster, 
S.W.I, on Saturday, 18th January last, with 
Mr. A. E. Grant in the Chair. VicePresidents 
Lieut.Colonel C. Vaughan and Mr. J. C. Neale 
Dalton, were also present. 
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The Minutes of the last Meeting were read, 
confirmed and signed. 

Expressions of regret for absence and good 
wishes for 1947 were received from a large 
circle of members and friends amongst whom 
were: The Colonel of the Regiment, Lieut.
Colonel J. R. P. Williams, Major H. G. James, 
Major A. J. Peareth, Lieut.Colonel Harry 
Fine, Captain E. A. Carter, Captain W. Stone, 
Colonel W. R. Orwin, the 1st and 2nd Battalions, 
the Ramsgate and Medway Branches, Captain 
W. Waby, Messrs. E. Cousens, E. Shute, T. B. 
Potter, Molly Marshall and many others. 

Mr. Collins gave details in connection with 
the forthcoming darts matches with the Balham 
Home Guard and the Medway Branch, the 
arrangements for the Carnival Dance on March 
8th, and further gave the intention of the Sports 
Committee to form in the proper seasons, 
cricket, football and crosscountry teams. 

Major Enright gave the members a report on 
members at present in hospital and urged the 
point that if anyone should hear of a Buff in 
hospital to treat it as a duty to immediately 
let him know. 

A letter was read from the Folkestone Branch 
respecting a proposed visit to London on 
February 15th next. It was agreed to extend 
a welcome to Folkestone on that date and 
that a letter be sent accordingly. 

A welcome was given to Lieut.Colonel D. C. 
Coates, who was onetime Adjutant of the 1st 
Battalion, and during the recent war had 
command of the 9th Battalion. The Colonel 
told us about his activities and naturally was 
delighted at meeting the friends of the Battalion 
who served under him. 

Nobby Clarke gave members details of a 
vacancy for a night watchman in the firm he 
is employed by, and which we hope to fill. 

The following, attending for the first time, 
were given a hearty welcome by all present and 
introduced to Lieut.Colonel Coates, Lieut.
Colonel Vaughan, the Chairman and Vice
Chairman (just that little family touch of 
serving days carried on in Civvy Street) : Lieut. 
A. (Tony) King, Sgt. A. (Tony) Mason, 9th 
Battalion ; Cpl. A. C. Baker, Pte. Williams, 
2nd Battalion. 

LADIES' GUILD. 

The following members attended Tufton 
Street on 18th January last: Mesdames D. E. 
Spinner, W. W. Enright, M. O'Dell, E. Harris, 
E. Austin, A. Hawkins, A. Taylor, B. Buxton, 

M. Stunt, N. Cobb, I. Everett, D. Ricketts, 
D. Jackson, L. Coley, G. Cotton, R. Taylor and 
the Misses Jean Coley and Marjorie Hawkins. 

The Hon. Lady Lynden Bell, Mrs. K. 
Rennison, Mrs. V, M. Chichester, Mrs. C. 
Carter, Mrs. K. Roffey, Mrs. Talbot Harvey 
and Mrs. Caryell send greetings for 1947. 

We regret to say that Mrs. Redman (Senior) 
is still under the doctor and we look forward 
to better news and seeing her back on parade. 

The death of Miss Mary James was deeply 
felt by the members and we feel very sincerely 
for our friend Major H. G. James in his great 
loss. 

Mrs. Billings and her daughter Joan were 
unable to be present and sent good wishes. 

Mrs. Wittering, Mrs. Perry and Mrs. Draper 
also sent their kind regards. We are sorry to 
hear that Mrs. Perry's eyesight is not too good. 

Mrs. Dorothy Grant wishes to be remembered 
to all members and hopes to see them in the 
near future. 

We were pleased to see recently Mrs. 
Blackburn and thank Mrs. Twin Smith for her 
good wishes. 

We were particularly pleased to see Mrs. 
Neale Dalton at the recent dance and hope to 
see her, as one of the founder members of the 
Buffs Ladies' Guild, on many more occasions. 

Although catering makes it difficult to meet 
as formerly, we trust that better times will not 
be long coming when we can get together in 
better style. 

Nevertheless, we enjoin all ladies of The 
Buffs and their daughters to enrol. The 
subscription is 2/6 per annum. Please send to 
the Hon. Secretary, Mrs. Lamb, 31 Somerton 
Avenue, Richmond, Surrey. 

Furthermore, we should like all old members 
to forward their subscriptions for 1947 as above. 

Do not forget the Carnival Dance on March 
8th. It will be a great night for the members. 

Those wishing to travel to Medway on 
Saturday, April 26th, with the London Branch, 
please give in your names by next Men's 
Meeting night. Fare 5/ return. 

AROUND THE ROOM. 

HERE AND THERE. 
It was a pleasure to have Lieut.Colonel 

D. C. Coates with us at our last meeting and 
look forward to many future visits when in 
town. 
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We should like the addresses of 6284321 
 Alfred King, 1st Battalion, and B. Parsons, 

late 5th Battalion. 
We thought Lieut.Colonel C. Vaughan was 

. looking particularly fit and well. 
We are sorry to hear that Erny Tong is not 

too well and trust he will quickly be on the 
mend. 

Also, we regret to say there is no improvement 
in the health of that fine member, Albert 
Debling, but no doubt the coming better 
weather will make a difference. 

At the time of writing we hear that Captain 
Bob Waby is in St. Thomas's Hospital and 
Mr. R. W. (Postman) Martin is in Westminster 
Hospital and sincerely hope they will soon be 
well and home. 

Jerry Copeland again sends his good wishes 
from Cape Town. 

Mr. R. Taylor, who served in the 2nd 
Battalion under Colonel Ravenhill, came to 
the last meeting and met many old friends. 

We advise all Annual Members that their 
halfcrowns are now overdue. 

Members of the 1914 6th Battalion will 
regret to hear that Jesse Carr is ill at his home 
at Brighton. The boys send you their good 
wishes, Jesse. 

We observed that R.S.M. Bell had quite a 
large party of the 5th Battalion with him last 
meeting. 

Nobby Clarke carries his 78 years very well; 
in fact he tells us he feels good enough for 
another long term of life's enjoyment. 

Signaller Crooks of old 2nd Battalion days 
is approaching 80 years of age and keeping 
fairly good health, but just can't make Tufton 
Street. 

The Branch darts team and its supporters 
visit the Medway Branch on Saturday, 26th 
April next. We anticipate a good evening. 

Old Buffs will be pleased to hear that Colonel 
H. F. Sparrow is keeping fit and sends his very 
best wishes to all old friends and particularly 
to the best company in the 2nd Battalion at 
that time, e.g., "A" Company. 

We also heard from Colonel J. V. R. Jackson, 
Lieut.Colonels Guy Lee and Miles Beevor, all 

* full of affection and good wishes for the London 
Branch and old Buffs. 

Our Entertainment and Sports Committee 
are not letting the grass grow. Crosscountry 
running ? Well, we have some good young 

Buffs to make it go. My team would be : Joe 
Green, Lehane, Geo. Johnson, Nobby Clarke, 
Birdie Hops, Snowball Manning, Crooks, Darkey 
Warchus. Reserve, Sailor Cooper. 

Then, we anticipate cricket and football and 
no doubt we should find fairly good teams in 
each sport. We had a really first class cricket 
team a few years back and played some good 
games. 

We ask all members interested to send in 
their names to Mr. R. J. Collins, 90 Queenswood 
Road, Forest Hill, S.E.23. 

The Carnival Dance on 8th March looks like 
being a great affair and members and friends 
should book their tickets NOW. 

Jimmy Dray, late R.S.M., and so wellknown 
as a fine regimental sportsman, writes from 
Burgess Hill, "my best to all the boys— 
particularly all I personally remember". 

Major Harry Milton, 8 College Terrace, 
Brighton, is keen to contact Buffs living in the 
area with a view to having an occasional 
gathering. Will members of the London 
Branch residing that way please write. They 
do it at Oxford. 

Talking about Troopships, we believe it is 
as recently as 1892 when the 2nd Battalion 
sailed from Chatham to Ireland in a sailing 
boat and the journey took four days. The 
writer is open to correction, but he has a note 
of it in his files. There was no walkoff—but 
many were sick. 

It would be interesting to read what some 
of the very old ones' experiences on Troopships 
in the days of the Dongola and other famous 
ships were like. 

The Gaika which took the 2nd Battalion to 
the Boer War in 1899 was a fine ship. Good 
grub, good beer, good sport, and all hung up 
from the ceiling at night. Plenty of "House" 
and "Crown and Anchor" by day. 

We all—in the London Branch—love our 
Regiment and we feel certain all branches feel 
the same. Is it not time we got back to 
advertising, as we did in the years after the 
19141918 War. Recruiting posters we had 
placed outside Scotland Yard and London 
Recruiting Centres ; pamphlets placed in Public 
Libraries; personal contact, etc. In other 
words—WE KEPT THE FLAG FLYING. 

We very much appreciated the Christmas 
greetings from our overseas battalions, which 
we heartily reciprocate. 
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Our thanks to Ramsgate and Medway for 
their kind wishes. 

The London Branch visits Medway on 
Saturday, April 26th. Fares are cheap—5/
return. Ladies invited. Book in NOW to Mr. 
J. R. Collins, 90 Queenswood Road, S.E.2^, 
with remittance. 

To all Buffs, wherever you may be, the best 
of luck and good wishes from your friends of 
the London Branch be with you always. 

J.E.E. 

Sittingbourne Branch. 
The Monthly Meeting was held on Friday9, 

10th January, 1947, at the Drill Hall, East 
Street, Sittingbourne, at 7.30 p.m. There was 
only a fair attendance. Colonel D. J. Dean, V.C., 
was in the Chair. 

We were pleased to welcome Messrs. Tolhurst 
and Nicholls, and hope that they will become 
regular attendants at the meetings. 

The Dance held in December was reported 
to have been a very successful function, both 
socially and from the financial point of view, 
and doubtless another dance will be arranged 
in the future. 

For the February Meeting it was decided to 
have a Shooting Competition, and it is hoped 
that many of the younger members of the 
Branch will turn up and give some competition 
to the 19141918 veterans. 

Following the Monthly Meeting, the Annual 
Meeting took place. Colonel Dean was reelected 
Chairman, and heartily thanked for all the work 
which he had done for the Branch. Major Wills 
was reelected as ViceChairman, and Lieut.
Colonel Stevens, M.C., was reelected as 
Treasurer. The Secretary, Mr. Bob Russell, 
who had previously intimated his wish to 
retire, agreed to carry on, and, needless to say, 
was reelected. 

Several members paid tribute to the excellent 
work done by Bob. We are indeed fortunate 
in having such a very keen, hardworking 
Secretary. 

The Committee, with the exception of Mr. 
Fosbraey, who wished to retire on account of 
his inability to attend regularly, was reelected, 
with the addition of Mr. Hammond, who has 
put in such hard work in connection with the 
InterClub Games Competition. 

During the first half of the Competition, the 
Branch has made very good progress. The 
results being : played 9, won 5, lost 4. The 
Branch is standing second in the Darts Cup 
Competition. 

The financial statement showed the Branch 
to be in a very flourishing condition, 

Once again, we appeal to all members to turn 
up at the meetings; they will be heartily 
welcomed. We are still without a Clubroom, 
but we live in hope that one day we shall be 
able to enjoy a drink together after our 
meetings ! 

To all branches and battalions we send our 
best wishes for 1947. 

Ramsgate Branch. 
Ramsgate has started off 1947 with a bang. 

We have elected a very enthusiastic Committee 
who are out to get results. Now it is up to all 
members, young and old, to sit up and give 
their full support. 

It is nice to have the attendance of our 
officers. This definitely makes an incentive for 
members' attendance. Nothing nicer than to 
meet the officers we have served with and 
revive comradeship. 

We paid a visit to Margate. Congratulations 
to Captain Tilleard. He has our best wishes 
for every success. He is a splendid worker and * 
Margate has made a good choice. I must watch 
our laurels, but I love competition and both 
towns must rope in Buffs who are not members. 
I must stop Dick Atkins paying too many 
visits to his native town, as he has plenty of 
"Wallop" and friends up the Freemasons. 

Now for the Meeting report:— 
Reference to the growth of the Ramsgate Branch 

(now the largest in Kent), the good work of the 
Benevolent Fund Committee and the success of 
the recent branch dinner was made at the annual 
general meeting of the Past and Present Association 
(Ramsgate Branch), held on January 17th at the 
Freemason's Tavern. 

The Chairman (Mr. E. H. Swendell) presided over a 
good attendance of members, and was supported by 
Major A. J. H. Taylor, Major H. D. Rose, Major 
Verlander, Captain E. Carter, Captain N. Taylor, Captain 
W. Barton, Captain R. Morgan, M.C., Captain M. 
Smith, Captain H. Knight, Lieut. W. Wotton and Mr. 
B. E. Knott (Hon. Secretary). 

In the course of his remarks, the Chairman expressed 
his thanks to all officers and the committee for the 
splendid support given him during the year just con
cluded. Their President, Major Taylor, had devoted a * 
great deal of his time to the branch, which had been a 
great asset towards the success of the branch's position 
at the present time. 

Letters of apology for nonattendance were received « 
from Messrs. F. Brown, F. Hammon, F. Holness, S. 
Blackburn, W. Play ford and J. Elson. 
\ The balance sheet, submitted by the Hon. Secretary, 

showed a satisfactory amount in hand at the com
mencement of the year. . 
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Mr. Swendell, reporting on the work of the Benevolent 
Fund Committee, stated that more Christmas parcels 
had been distributed among the older Buffs of the 
branch and the number of parcels to sick members had 
been increased owing to more illness among them than 

, usual. The Chairman congratulated Mr. Knott on his 
concise statement of accounts. 

Captain Knight, Secretary of the Dinner Committee, 
was thanked for the able manner in which he conducted 
arrangements for the Branch Dinner, which was a big 
success. 

The election of officers resulted as follows :—President, 
Major A. J. H. Taylor ; Chairman, Mr. E. H. Swendell; 
ViceChairman, Captain R. Morgan ; Hon. Secretary, 
Mr. B. E. Knott ; Assistant Hon. Secretary, Captain 
H. Knight; Hon. Treasurer, Major H. D. Rose. 

Messrs. S. Blackburn and T. Miller were appointed 
Hon. Auditors, and Messrs. J. Blake, F. Rogers and A. 
Ansell were elected to serve on the General Committee. 

The Entertainment Committee was elected as follows : 
Captain R. Morgan (Chairman), with Messrs. J. Johnson, 
H. Pearce, G. Sampson and A. Hollands. 

Branch representatives to the local Executive Com
mittee : Messrs. E. H. Swendell and W. Costen. 

Thanking members for reelecting him as President, 
Major Taylor said that he was proud to be a Buff, and 
looked forward to another year of progress. Every local 
Buff should enrol, as, although the Ramsgate Branch 
was the largest in Kent, there were still Buffs in the town 
who were not members and whom the branch would 
welcome. 

Messrs. A. H. Lanfear and R. Finn were enrolled as 
new members and the meeting was brought to a close 
by the serving of refreshments by Buff host Mr. R. 
Atkins. 

B.E.K. 

Margate Branch. 
The Branch Meeting was held on Wednesday, 

February 5th, at The George and Dragon, 
Charlotte Square, and although the weather 
was all against us we had a fine and encouraging 
attendance. Incidentally, we have to thank 
our neighbours of Ramsgate Branch, who 
turned up in force, on the invitation of our 
Chairman, Captain J. Tilleard. 

Well done, Ramsgate. May we hope for many 
more such meetings, but in better weather in 
the future. 

Margate members, pull your socks up. It is 
up to you to keep the Branch alive. 

It was a great pleasure to see Major Barber 
amongst us, and it seems that quite a number 
of old acquaintances were renewed. 

Our host was on the spot too, with plenty of 
the right stuff. 

By the time these notes are in print some of 
our members will have visited Ramsgate 
Branch, and we are sure a good evening will 
be had by all. 

Please note that meeting nights are now 
changed to the first Wednesday in the month. 

I.T.H. 

Canterbury Branch. 

HERNE BAY SUBBRANCH. 
We are not yet back to our full prewar 

strength, but we can look back on the past 
year with sober satisfaction. We have 30 
members, five of them life members, and though 
our meetings have not been as well attended as 
we should like, we gathered impetus and every 
month shows an improvement. We have 
suffered a sad loss in the death of G. V. 
Hammond, who was one of the original members 
and has always been one of the keenest and 
most loyal. There has been no outstanding 
event, but we hope next year to increase our 
activities. 

OBITUARY. 

9217 G. V. Hammond. 
"Vic" Hammond, who died at the Herne Bay 

Hospital on December 28th, was as good a Buff 
as one could meet. Enlisted on 8th February, 
1910, and finally discharged in 1922. He was 
essentially a shy and retiring man, and never 
took a stripe although it would be hard to 
forecast what he would have done had he not 
met with misfortune in the World War I. As 
it was, he was very badly gassed at Hill 60, 
and was taken prisoner. He was a Prisoner of 
War in Germany from April, 1915, to December, 
1919, and while there he underwent a severe 
but fortunately successful operation on his lung. 

Vic was one of those who started the Herne 
Bay SubBranch in 1931 and was on the 
Committee. He was Chairman in 1935 and 
ViceChairman for several years. 

When the Home Guard was formed he joined 
at once. He was a Sergeant in the Herne Bay 
Company. It was a very great satisfaction to 
him to put up a badge again which had been 
issued to him 30 years before, and which he 
had kept with loving care. 

He bore a long and painful illness with 
wonderful cheerfulness, and during this time 
some of his happiest memories were of his 
Regiment and the Past and Present gatherings 
and parades. 

The Chairman and Secretary of the Branch 
were at his graveside, and saw his wife as a last 
rite throw his Buffs Tie down to him. 
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Folkestone Branch. 
The January Monthly Meeting was held at 

The Buffs Club on the 14th, with the Chairman 
presiding, supported by some 30 members. 

RIFLE CLUB.—This was the reason for a 
somewhat lengthy discussion, arising from 
which the Committee were to meet,and decide 
the future of the Rifle Club. 

VISIT TO LONDON BRANCH.—Details of this 
will be left in the hands of the elected organisers, 
and we are hoping for a break in the weather 
and a good day. 

It was proposed by M. W. Brunger and 
seconded by M. E. Rittle that the Faversham 
Branch be invited to attend our March 
Meeting—carried unanimously. 

The monthly collection was in aid of The 
Buffs Memorial Fund. 

Our February Meeting was held at head
quarters on Tuesday, 11th. The Chairman, 
Lieut.Colonel C. E. Wilson, presided, supported 
by the Branch officers and about 30 members. 

The Minutes of the January meeting were 
read and confirmed. 

Mr. W. Coles reported with regret that the 
Rifle Club had had to be wound up owing to 
inability to raise the necessary teams to compete, 
and that the cash in hand had been donated by 
the Committee of the Rifle Club to the assistance 
of Mr. J. J. Vallintine, one of our oldest Branch 
and Club members, who has been ill for some 
considerable time. 

A letter from the local branch of the Old 
Contemptibles' Association was read, calling a 
general meeting of all ExServicemen's associ
ations at the Hawey Hotel on February 26th. 
The objects of the meeting were detailed, 
together with an invitation to us to send two 
delegates, and, it was proposed and seconded 
that the Hon. Secretary and Mr. "Dicky" 
Waddup should attend and represent us. 

The Chairman welcomed to the meeting two 
new Life Members, Mr. E. Hickmott, late 5th 
Battalion, and Mr. H. Rogers, late 1st Battalion. 

The monthly collection was taken, and some 
informal discussion took place. The meeting 
closed at 9.30 p.m. 
"D" COMPANY, 4/BUFFS CLUB, FOLKESTONE. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 
The Annual Meeting of the Club was held on 

28th January, when there was a large attendance 
of members, despite the wintry weather. 

The President (Captain D. V. Coote) and the 
Chairman '(Captain 'W. J. Tyrrell) were both 

unavoidably absent. Mr. A. H. Orchard 
presided, 

The Hon. Treasurer presented the Report 
and Balance Sheet, which revealed the very 
satisfactory position of the Club. Votes of 
thanks were accorded the officers of the Club 
for their services during the past year, and the 
elections were as follows :— 

Chairman : Captain W. J. Tyrrell. Hon. 
Secretary: Mr. H. H. Wilkinson. Hon. 
Treasurer : Mr. W. J. Buensod. Hon. Auditor : 
Mr. C. W. F. Drake. Rest serving Members' 
Committee : Messrs. J. Ashdown, J. Drury, 
E. Little, A. H. Orchard, R. Richardson, E. 
Kumbold. Associate Members' Committee : 
Messrs. F. Salter, P. Waters. 

It was proposed and unanimously carried 
that Mr. J. J. Vallintine be elected a Life 
Member of the Club. 

Sandwich Branch. 
Report of Meeting held at The Ship Inn on 

February 11th. 
Quite a good muster of members attended & 

the above meeting, with Lieut.Colonel Willows 
in the Chair, looking fit after his holiday. 
Reference was made to our monthly meetings. 
After a long discussion it was agreed to have 
them once a quarter. Many thanks are due to 
all who made the social evening at Canterbury 
(The* Unicorn) a tiptop affair, the Sandwich 
Branch being the winners by five games to 
three. The ladies were not so good, losing 
both games. I think the weather had a lot to 
do with it. Snow got into their eyes. 

It was suggested that the Secretary make 
plans for a dance, the funds going to the Buffs 
War Memorial. Please look out for date of the 
above and let the Sandwich Branch show what 
can be done for such a good cause. Our next 
quarterlv meeting will be on May 13th. 

H.T. 
The Tunisian Campaign—continued from p. 29 

In the final phase our armoured battering 
ram massed on a very narrow front, went 
through at full speed to shatter the hostile 
defences and leave little but mopping up to be 
accomplished. "The scenes during the last 
three days were amazing. The rout of the * 
German Army was complete; prisoners 
swamped their captors and drove in their own 
transport looking for the cages. Thousands 
surrendered without attempting to resist 
further, while others fired their remaining 
stocks of ammunition at any target before 
giving up." The total of prisoners eventually 

concluded on p. 38 
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1st Battalion. 
THE notes for December 

were written whilst on 
our journey from Salonika 
to Athens, whilst "Our 
paper, pens and ink and we, 
were rolling up and down 
at sea". 

However, by the time the 
Battalion arrived in its new 
location, the mails had gone; 
so, to use the new ex
pression, the notes went 
into suspended animation. 

After considerable delays 
and alterations in timings, 
we embarked on 20th 

December and in company with the 2 D.C.L.I., 
we fled from the rigours of the wintry north to 
take up residence in Southern Greece. Our new 
home is at Aliki, and consists of many small 
buildings situated on a peninsular about six 
miles south of Athens. 

Views of distant mountains now capped in 
snow, and the silhouette of several islands 
across the bay presents a delightful picture 
reminiscent of scenery on the west coast of 
Scotland. 

In the field of sport December was mixed. 
Owing to wet weather, the football and hockey 
pitches were out of commission for many days, 
but several good matches were played never
theless. The arrival of the cruiser Ajax early 
in December was a good excuse for a determined 
effort. We played their football and hockey 
teams. Since arriving in Athens we have had 
several football matches. The most important 
of which has just been played, the first round 
of the Plastiras Cup. The result was en
couraging—a win for us by five goals to one. 

Of hockey matches, we have played two 
against the British Economic Mission and won 
both. 

Although the rain restricted football and 
hockey in the north it brought in its wake 
compensations. 

The marshes filled and wildfowl arrived in 
everincreasing numbers. Each weekend saw 
shooting parties sally forth which returned with 
welcome additions for the table. 

Just before we left, geese were beginning to 
arrive ; teal was plentiful, pochard was again 
the most numerous specie of duck, with mallard 

and a few widgeon making an appearance. It is 
a sad blow to have left behind all the really 
magnificent shooting which is to be had in 
Macedonia during January and February. 

The stables are in good order and the horses, 
by now seasoned travellers, travelled down on 
a Greek ship together with two dogs, a basket 
of cats and the doctor's hen and rooster ! We 
miss the gymkhanas and hunter trials with 
the 17/21 Lancers, but hope to organise a 
mounted paper chase in which the British 
Military Mission will take part. 

The sudden appointment of Joe Parry to 
command the P.T.C. was unexpected, and the 
disappointment at losing him is only equalled 
by our pleasure in knowing that he has the 
command. A staunch supporter of all sporting 
activities in the Battalion, we feel his loss 
considerably, especially in the stables and on 
shooting parties. Geoffrey Cox left on Lilop at 
the end of November, since when he has 
contacted several of the Old Beerhawks. 

Just as we were about to sail from Salonika, 
the cruiser Phoebe arrived carrying Hugh 
Collins. With scant ceremony, he was torn 
from the luxury of the ward room and battened 
down in the Empire Battleaxe. He is now 
commanding "B" Company and organising the 
Battalion sports with considerable enthusiasm. 

We have been able to welcome many 
subalterns during the past two months, too 
numerous to mention individually. The latest 
arrivals, Lieuts. Pitkin and McGrath, are two 
old Buffs who have taken short service 
commissions. 

We were delighted to have Colonel Rose to 
lunch with us towards the end of January. 
He was looking very well and was visiting 
Greece at the same time as Lieut.General 
Browning. 

The Christmas period coincided with our 
arrival in Aliki, but despite all setbacks a most 
jolly time was had. Christmas fare was 
produced and cooked excellently by the A.C.C. 
School which is attached to us. 

The annual football match between the 
officers and sergeants after many vicissitudes 
resulted in a win for the sergeants. 

At the present time the winter from which 
we imagined we were fleeing is with us. Snow 
lies on the hills and a very cold wind blows, 
but we hope that by the time the next month's 
notes are written we shall be feeling the early 
warmth of spring. 
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Sergeants' Mess. 

With a cold north wind blowing, we find ourselves 
stationed in the Sunny South. 

Our much delayed move eventually took place on 
December 20th, and we arrived at this home of rest 
with just three days in which to unpack our "cases 
wooden packing" (with apologies to Captain (Q.M.) 
Litt) and prepare for the Christmas festivities. 

The prospects of a merry "Natale" did not appear 
very, bright, when we counted our small stock of beer 
bottles, but Alan Milton rolled out the barrels and every
thing went swimmingly, though Bert Fisher did find 
the sea rather cold in spite of the fact that he bathed with 
his clothes on ! 

Ron Woodbridge gave a fine rendering of "Yo Ho Ho 
and a Bottle of Rum" and then turned to the right 
smartly, paused and passed out for a full fortyeight 
hours. & 

Bogey Knight has introduced a new hero into the 
Mess m the form of "Dick Barton—Special Agent" f I 
Worshippers pay homage to the mighty exCommando 
mghtly from Monday to Friday inclusive at 22.15 hours. 

Though the R.S.M. refuses to admit it, there are 
reports that he also tunes in at this hour to the "for
bidden station". 

We extend best wishes to our exFusilier friends 
who have now joined us, and trust they are settling 
down here. & 

To Ernie Horton (45 Group delayed) and Frank 
Bartell—good sailing and best of luck ! 

HEARD IN THE QUARTERMASTER'S STORES. 
Question : Why can't I have a new greatcoat sir ?" 
Answer : "Because you're 48 Group." 
The accused declines to cross examine ! 

Corporals' Club. 
Here we are once again with some more notes from 

our new club at Aliki. 
Our long awaited and many times postponed move 

from Salonika eventually took place just before Christ
mas—seven days, to be precise. We arrived here on 
the Z2nd, and the^ prospect of observing Christmas in 
the traditional style seemed rather remote . Neverthe
less a great deal of work was put in and things were 
as they should be. The holiday was celebrated in the 
timehonoured way with plenty of wine, and dare I say 
women and song ? But I think that a big attraction 
was the free beer that we had with the dinner. 

The Corporals' Club was nonexistent on our arrival 
and continued to be so till after Christmas owing to 
there being no building available. This state of affairs 
was soon remedied through the influence of the R.S.M. 
so once more the Club is open and running smoothly. 

The Club, a double length Nissen hut, literally rose 
out of the ground, being built by German P.O.W.'s 
with plenty of push behind them from our Pioneer 
N.C.O.—L/Cpl. Atkins. 

The process of erection, which took five days was 
watched over by our able caterer, Bill (Hee, Hee, Hee) 
Fennell practically stone by stone, or should we say 

J Alth very. anxious eyes, due, no doubt, to 
the fact that his gratuities (mentioned in previous notes) 
have dwindled somewhat. We would suggest that he 
took a course on the violin (!) after we have gone. 

The social life of the Club is once again in full swing 
with international (?) table tennis matches being played 
nightly between our Post Corporal (Piggy) Bareham and 
the Scottish champ, Jock Brown. In these matches the 
loser always pays, so "Piggy" is usually broke by about 
Wednesday. Perhaps he needs something in the way of 
rhythm. He might be able to swing something then ! 

The quiet trio of members (drinking) mentioned in 
our last notes has been disbanded. One has attained 
the great (?) height of Sergeant. Congratulations, Sgt. 
Langman. The others are still making great gaps in the 
Club's inner defences, namely the crates of beer. 

A new form of transport was seen in the battalion last 
Friday. It was operating between the P.R.I, and the 
Club and took the form of two wheelbarrows which 
were used to convey the N.A.A.F.I. issue from the 
former to the latter. The barrows were pushed by our 
caterer and his friend Stan (innoculation) Purcell, but 
we understand that this form of haulage will not be used 
again owing to the cost of "reviving" material on 
reaching the Club. 

Owing to the Club only having been open a short 
while, there is very little more to say. We welcome all 
our members who are exFusiliers, and hope that they 
do not regret their change. 

And so once again it is Adios from the Three Star Club. 

? Company. 
December has been a full and eventful month. At 

the beginning we were greeted with the delightful and 
surprising news that we were at last to say goodbye 
to Salonika and journey South to the fair city of Athens. 
The early part of the month was spent finishing our 
field training programme. For a fortnight we scrambled 
around the rocky countryside of Macedonia, fighting 
imaginary battles. So great was our enthusiasm that 
on one occasion Lieut. Ball, with his usual enthusiasm, 
nearly succeeded in blowing up the cream of the com
pany's tactical brains by adding realisim to our battles 
with his explosive toys. 

After this a feverish period was spent in packing up 
for the move. The task was made more difficult as the 
date of our move was altered several times. However, 
we did get packed up and kitted up, thanks to the 
heroic efforts of the "Q" department and the inspiring 
selfsacrifice of C/Sgt. Wilkins, who agreed to postpone 
his "Python", in order to see us through the move. 
Even if his girl friends at home give him a "raspberry" 
for keeping them waiting, he will have the satisfaction 
of having done his stuff in the good oldfashioned way. 
With all this we managed to remain the Champion Com
pany at soccer until we left Salonika. Under the able 
and enthusiastic leadership of our acting C.S.M. (Sgt. 
Chalky White) and L/Cpl. Stringer, we have twice 
succeeded in beating visiting naval teams in two most 
enjoyable matches arranged by L/Cpl. Stringer, who 
on one unfortunate occasion waS unable to take part in 
the match, due to circumstances quite beyond his 
control. 

Before we left Salonika we said a soldier's farewell 
to C.S.M. O'Keefe, who left here for the great city of 
London on a collection of leave which unfortunately 
will keep him away from us for about three months. 
We have since heard from him, and it is noticed that the 
beer shortage in England is now critical in Hampstead 
since he arrived. 

Finally, after a great farewell dance at Salonika, we 
got on the boat and set sail for Athens. We knew it 
would be a good station as Sgt. Kendall, our represent
ative on the advance party, was there. His letters and 
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his romantic Christmas card showed he was obviously 
having a very good time. After seeing his Christmas 
card, the Company Commander departed at once to 
join the advance party. We arrived at Aliki, a rest camp 
some ten miles out of Athens, two days before Christmas, 
where we took under our wing some fifty members of 
the Royal Fusiliers whose battalion was disbanded. 
Then we prepared to enjoy Christmas, about which we 
shall write next month. One can only say that Aliki is 
"alright". 

? Company. 
We have now settled down in Aliki and Christmas 

and the New Year are over, with our exFusilier friends 
well at home among us. We are on guard. Aliki is a 
summer rest camp for soldiers in Greece furnished and 
built on a lavish scale, in most delightful surroundings 
on the sea front. A feeling of home is brought by the 
somewhat glamourous names of our luxurious billets. 
We live in the "Strand Palace", the "Regent Palace" 
and these notes are being written in the Company Office 
in the cellars of "Claridges". 

Christmas was rather an impromptu affair, as we only 
had two days to prepare for it, but the food and drink 
were there. We managed to produce some striking 
decorations from local materials. A concert was given 
by the Lovat Scouts, our neighbours, and the Y.M.C.A. 
put their large and sumptuous hall at our disposal. 
With their assistance we managed to celebrate in our 
usual style. Since then we have been getting dug in. 

Glass has arrived in our windows, and all the necessities 
of life have been provided. We have welcomed our 
Fusiliers and given them Buff cap badges. We have 
splashed whitewash and paint everywhere, and we are 
now very well organised. We have welcomed to the 
company 2/Lieuts. Sedgewick and Bramhall from 
Canterbury, whom we hope will be happy with us, 
Lieut. Mark Brown has departed to Salonika for six 
weeks' rest and a lot of local mail at the Divisional 
Training School. We have been inspected by the Brigade 
Commander, the results of which we are anxiously 
awaiting. Our time is now fully occupied with guards, 
and the whole Company is scattered over the country
side each day, and only the halt, lame, blind, the billet 
orderlies and the office staff remain behind. At football 
our star is temporarily on the wane, owing to the fact 
that our rivals seem to have got the best of the Fusilier's 
footballers, and some remarkably sharp practice is being 
done in the intercompany posting line. It seems that 
some Company Commanders, Company Sergeant
Majors and the like, have learned the art of finding out 
whom our footballers are and of getting them posted 
away from us before we realised what has happened. 
In other directions, however, some of us have been 
considerably industrious. If you want to know how to 
get a cushy billet, ask Sgt. Pinder, our Company 
SergeantMajor, who will write and tell you how to do 
it, while sitting on his feather bed in his private room 
in the Y.M.C.A. He is installed there to protect the 
staff (mostly female) from thieves who come by night. 
Owing to the cunning of the local inhabitants, who can 
whip the blankets from your bed while you sleep, we 
have had to take some elaborate precautions to safe
guard the camp. These precautions have entailed 
putting even some of our officers on guard, which they 
don't think is in the best tradition of Monty's new army. 
We now hear that we may spend the Summer at Aliki. 
This seems too good to be true, but we are keeping our 
fingers crossed, and nights on guard are made easier 
with the thought of moonlight bathing parties, basking 
in the heat of the Aegean sun, and suchlike things to 

come. C/Sgt. Wilkins, however, is still thinking of the 
raspberry he is going to get when he finally does get 
home. 

"S" Company. 
A Power more destructive than the hand of war has 

descended upon us ! An order for a move to the South ! 
The thundering noise of nails being struck determinedly 
into packing cases by Storeman and Pioneers is heard 
by the writer's ears at this moment. Threeinch 
Mortars, Piats, cumbersome and warlike stores are 
being packed away in their crates—each one requiring 
twelve men to lift it 6 inches from the ground ! 

Cpl. Hogben, L/Cpl. Nutman and the older members 
of the Carrier Platoon were seen reluctantly removing 
the Carriers to their place of rest at the other side of the 
town. The Company Commander's beloved Wasps 
have been handed over to the incoming unit, and the 
P.M.C. was heard to sigh with relief—at least the Mess 
is guaranteed not to be flamed from a position outside 
the pferi meter wire ! 

L/Cpl. Ralph and the Pioneers are working double 
and overtime constructing extra crates, etc., for the 
Battalion Company Office tables and other cherished 
articles of furniture and fittings—"picked up at 
various points from North Africa to Greece via Italy, 
have come under the Pioneers' hammers for securing 
and battening ready for the journey. 

We hope to give details of our new location and the 
journey down in the next issue of The Dragon. 

Gumboots have given way to boots and gaiters, and 
there's snow on "them thar hills" behind the Company 
Office. 

Those who were unfortunate enough to leave us for a 
recent "peasouper" in London were Ptes. Wilkinson, 
Dunton and Yarwood for Python, and Mortarman 
Gooder for Release, not forgetting Storeman Beardsley. 

Liap personnel come and go, but recent arrivals from 
the United Kingdom via Egypt and due to stay with us 
for a considerable time were 2/Lieut. Lambden (Second
inCommand Carrier Platoon),' 2/Lieut. Wardle and 
2/Lieut. Gentry (AntiTank Platoon). Also Lieut. 
Tony Pirn, exBrigade J.O., returns to the battalion 
and 3inch Mortar Platoon Commander. Welcome to 
you all, and a happy and enjoyable term of duty with 
Support Company. 

For the information of the oldtimers now suffering 
the "hardships of Civvy Street" and who once haunted 
the "Supporters Arms" Canteen at Kilkis and before, 
the profits gained from your happy evenings will provide 
the basis of a Christmas Party for the company. 

During the early part of December the Company 
Commander staged a Wasp demonstration (yes— 
again !) in the hills behind Salonika. A Company 
provided an imaginary company of infantry. Lieut. 
Ball of "A" Company supplied the 3mch mortal 
explosions, and the two Wasps with Captain Hi Us and 
L/Cpl. Mayle operating, made things extremely un
comfortable for the imaginary enemy strongpointed 
within a realistic pillbox erected by the Pioneers. 

The Adjutant gave a gallant display of bravery by 
taking several snapshots, from the rear compartment 
of one of the Wasps, of the operation. The spectators 
enjoyed themselves anyway ! 

Soccer has proved disastrous for "S" Company this 
year. We have lost to "A" Company and "B' Company, 
but we will muster an unbeatable team for the Athens 
part of the season. 
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C.Q.M.S. Horton is a disappointed man. He should 
have been home for Christmas, but his presence is 
required for an impending courtmartial. We can only 
promise him—and in fact the whole company—a merry 
Christmas with the battalion, or at least as good a time 
as the situation will allow. 

Headquarter Company. 
After an uneventful journey by sea, we find ourselves 

in our new "temporary home"—a rest camp. But what 
with guards and duties, there's not much rest about it. 
The move was completed without a hitch. The com
pany was all packed away and lowered into the hold 
of the Battle Axe. The unpacking was quite a nightmare, 
although our noble C.Q.M.S. eventually sorted it out. 

Then came Christmas. Considering the shortage of 
time, we offer our thanks to the advance party for 
quite a successful time. Christmas over, things began 
to settle down to daily routine. But in the meantime 

H.Q." Company Office had a few moves all of its own. 
Eventually, however, it did find a building to the 
satisfaction of all concerned. 

The Signals in common with other sections, found 
reinforcements waiting for them. They had done quite 
a good job under the supervision of "Love Charlie" in 
getting the communications in working order by the 
time the battalion reached here. We welcome the 
newcomers into the platoon. The Signal Sergeant, 
after some tooth trouble, eventually caught up with us. 
But we do think that he is still grieving over the loss of 
his motorcycle. 

The M.T. had to leave their transport in Salonika and 
pick up a new lot in Athens. New tow chains are the 
order of the day once more. Although we are sweating 
on some workable transport in the near future. 

Release and Python once again made inroads into 
our section, but the new reinforcements more than 
made up for our losses. 

The Tunisian Campaign—Continued from p. 34. 
reached over a quarter of a million, of whom 
onehalf were German ; the booty was immense. 
"It was an amazing finish to a fascinating and 
unique campaign, which highly tested the 
qualities of the British soldier and proved him 
to be as tough, resolute and goodhumoured as 
ever before in our long history." 

The First Army's casualties in the operations 
were 23,610 (4,443 killed, 12,625 wounded and 
6,542 missing), of these 13,240 were incurred 
in the final phase from April 1st to May 13th. 
The principal British formations and units 
which took part in the campaign were the 1st, 
4th, 46th and 78th Infantry Divisions, the 4th 
Indian Division, the 1st, 6th and 7th Armoured 
Divisions, the 201st Guards Brigade, the 25th 
Tank Brigade, the 1st North Irish Horse, the 
1st and 2nd Army Group Royal Artillery, the 
1st King's Dragoon Guards and the 51st Royal 
Tank Regiment. Allied formations were the 
1st, 9th and 34th U.S. Infantry Divisions, the 
1st U.S. Armoured Division, and the three 
divisions of the French 19th Corps. 

Battalion. 
HTHE past two months 
A have been months of 

comings and goings. The 
first arrival was Captain 
(Q.M.) J. Payne, who un
fortunately was with us 
only a short time before 
going into hospital. Here 
is wishing you a speedy 
recovery, Jasse. The next 
event caused considerable 
excitement throughout the 
Battalion. Mail started to 
arrive bearing names such 
as Nielsen, Jorgensen and 
GerstromJensen. Rumours 

were rife and were not really quietened until 
28th November when the Arundel Castle 
arrived at Singapore with a large batch of 
reinforcements. About 95 of these were 
Danish lads, to whom we offer a hearty welcome. 
Owing to a slight misunderstanding, the draft 
had to go into a transit camp at Singapore 
until the tented camp, which was to eventually 
become their home, was more or less completed. 
The whole draft became "R" Company and 
the Company H.Q. Staff moved from Gillman 
Barracks to the transit camp to ensure that 
people did not disappear to the wrong unit. 
After a period spent in documentation and 
equipping "R" Company died a quiet death 
and "D" Company was resurrected. We were 
pleased to see among the draft Sgts. Palmer, 
Allen and Clarke and hope that they will have 
a long and pleasant stay with the Battalion. 

Among the goings were Lieut. Bob Chaney, 
who had been very capably filling the post of 
Q.M., on release, Lieut. Peter Wilson on LIAP, 
and Captain WoganBrowne, our Adjutant, on 
leave to Australia. 

Christmas arrived and officers and sergeants 
were seen to be working hard to make the 
festive season the roaring success it turned out 
to be. 

On 28th December Lieut.Colonel E. P. C. 
Bruce arrived from India to take over command 
of the Battalion. He was met with the dis
turbing news that the Battalion might move 
within 24 hours. This, however, was slightly 
extended and we eventually went up the gang
plank of the trooper Dilwara on 30th December. 
The Band of the 1st Battalion Lincolnshire 
Regiment played us out with the Regimental 
March. Standing on the quayside to bid us 
farewell, were Brigadier Rice and Colonel Foster 
Hall of SEALF, Lieut.Colonel Parry, who was 

2nd 
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saying goodbye after three years with the 
 Battalion, Major Edlman and Lieut. Usherwood, 

who were proceeding on leave to U.K. 
We offer a sincere welcome to Lieut.Colonel 

 Bruce and trust that he is as pleased to be 
back with the Regiment as we are to see him. 

In conclusion we welcome the bevy of young 
officers who have joined us recently and hope 
that Major Edlman and Lieut. Usherwood will 
enjoy their stay in England. To Lieut.Colonel 
Parry we say "Goodbye", and may the future 
bring you every success. 

Sergeants' Mess. 
The New Year finds us on the high sea, bound for 

Hong Kong on M.V. Dilwara. The past few weeks 
have been so crowded and hectic that this voyage is 
our first breathing space. So first, before attempting to 
sketch the history of the Mess hnd the members, we 
would like to wish all our readers a happy and prosperous 
New Year—we trust your Christmases were the like. 

Our Mess diary shows many hails and farewells. 
 On leaving Singapore we said goodbye to Lieut.Colonel 

P. F. Parry and hope that he will remember us by the 
small presentation—appropriate, perhaps, to the spirit 
of the Mess—of a silver tankard. Before he went, he 

, introduced us to our new C.O. We greet Lieut.Colonel 
Bruce—known to many of us from Shorncliffe days— 
and wish him as happy a "tenure of office" as we know 
was his predecessor's. The Mess itself has suffered loss 
through Demob, and Python. "Stew" Smyth, our 
Orderly Room Sergeant and Mess delinquent, whose 
griff patter has often caused hopes to rise and later 
tongues to click in regret, stayed in Singapore with 47 
Group ; also Wilkie Wilkinson on Python and Taffy 
Da vies scrounging home on Naval Python. We saw 
Taffy on the quay as M.V. Dilwara pulled out—he 
looked desolate. Joining us we have three of a happy 
band of Regulars—Nobby Clark, Punch Allen and 
Pedlar Palmer, whose names will be more familiar to 
many of our readers than our own. They had come at 
rather a hectic time, but we assure them, and hope 
ourselves, that we will be more settled in Hong Kong. 

With the pending move from Singapore a trifle dis
concerting, we did our best for Christmas and customary 
festivities. The Mess furnished all Christmas duties, 
R.S.M. Moore doing duty W.O. (e), and our R.Q. (Ted 
Gates) of the AntiPing Pong League, B.O.S. C.inC.'s 
Guard was commanded by our Bernard Farmer—at 
least when he was there and not paying "social calls". 
Andy Amos let a prisoner take a long walk on Christmas 
night—he is still walking ! On Boxing Day we had our 
Christmas dinner and a "good time was enjoyed by all". 
The Oldtimers have compared this Christmas to the 

. last, which we spent at Mersing and which was likewise 
overshadowed by a move in the New Year. 

Little mention has been made of sports in the last 
few Dragon notes, but the Mess has played in Battalion 

« Leagues and friendlies with the companies. We have had 
little success in football, losing most of the games against 
the companies, in spite of determined playing by Harry 
Wragg (just back from Liap), Len Price and Spike 
Loveridge, our representatives in the battalion football 
eleven. By way of consolation, however, we have 
beaten the Officers once. Hockey has provided us with 

some successes and cricket also has given us some very 
good games, the R.S.M. distinguishing himself in some 
inspiring innings. In cricket we have three represent
atives in the battalion eleven, and we look forward to 
some good games in Hong Kong. The Indoor Com
mittee has provided us with darts and table tennis, 
the latter being very popular. Practically all members 
play, and our Mess team has defeated all challengers at 
least once or twice. 

For the rest, Jim Organ, "the mighty Wurlitzer", is 
still out of tune, though he now specialises in wise
cracks (puns). He always gets a laugh—from himself. 
H.Q. gang—Charlie Zeck, Ginger Gasson, Ron Soanes, 
Jerry Ovenden and Taffy Davies—have played hard and 
drunk deep. Topics of conversation are ranging from 
Demob, to Python and back again. Most are hoping 
for the day, though we have now some of the real 
soldiers and others are signing on for more service, 
and I think we number on P.M.C. Ginger Mawson and 
Bert (Have a Snout !) Batson among aspirants to 
recruitment. 

There are other sides to the lives of many members 
which might be mentioned, but I shall refrain from 
comment. Be these as they may, some of us will have 
regretted leaving Singapore while the rest will chorus 
in the words of Charlie Zeck with "And so we say fare
well to sunny Singapore". 

''A" Company. 
To open, we take the opportunity of welcoming to 

the company all those people, too numerous to mention, 
who have recently joined us, and a special handshake 
to the Danish lads. 

During the past two months (November and Decem
ber) the company, still piloted by Major Les Gardner, 
has had quite a variety of successful activities. Firstly, 
Sp0rt—of which we have more to say later. Guards—a 
waste of time talking about them—the result is always 
the same—we go on guard ! Interior decorating—yes, 
we have shown ourselves to be well equipped as home
makers (or breakers). In fact, if it was only known, 
"Able Company" holds the key to a great part of the 
housing problem at home. 

True to the wishes of the C.I.G.S. and Singapore 
District H.Q., the lads hopped in one weekend, 
decorated and equipped a whole barrack room (40 men) 
with all the things that are intended to make the 
soldier's life in the Far East a little more comfortable. 
We had hospital beds, mattresses, sheets, pillows and 
bolsters in lieu of the old "charp" and two blankets. 
Bedside lockers complete with towel rail in lieu of boxes 
fruit (Pioneer pattern) and oneman wardrobes, not 
in lieu of anything. Putting aside humour, with a new 
type of lighting and a "Dharrie" alongside each bed, 
the room really was comfortable and a great improve
ment on old ideas. The only snag was that the chosen 
40 were just settling in this newfound Paradise—and 
what ? MOVE TO HONG KONG. 

Talking about decorating. After we had all just 
about counted up to ten, it was time to start our Christ
mas decorations and preparations. Here, the main 
concern was whether enough drink would be available. 

Christmas Day dawned, and a good and merry time 
was had by all. The Great Batson, of course, was in 
true form, and if there was any question of beer shortage 
at all (which there wasn't !) he would have been the 
last person to have noticed it, even if at that time he 
could notice anything. The company Commander 
rendered A Farmer's Boy was I, C.S.M. Batson Barrer 
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Boy, and Picken Orl the Big Wuns Art, and our Danish 
boys some very fine choruses. 

The Free Spirit Bar—Barman Sgt. Dickson—was a 
most successful activity. A true "Q", C.Q.M.S. Coleman 
wandered around with notebook and pencil counting 
the corpses under two headings (a) with black eyes, and 
(b) without black eyes. 

After a good night's rest, however, the company 
proved itself sufficiently able (Ed.—Not a pun !) to 
take part in the Swimming Gala on Boxing Day, which 
it won with very creditable performances by Lieut. 
Tunnell, Sgt. Dickson and Pte. F. Williams. 

The festivities over, we got down to packing for the 
move to Hong Kong, and after packing all the Blanco, 
and unpacking everything to find it, and then packing 
up once more, we eventually waved goodbye to Sing
apore. This was with mixed feelings. The Band of 
the Lincolns playing the Regimental March, with 
everybody standing to attention. The ship slowly 
pulling away, leaving Lieut.Colonel R. Parry saying 
goodbye to his battalion after three years' command, 
and many good friends, both from the battalion and 
from the residents. But for our loss we have gained 
Lieut.Colonel E. B. C. Bruce, and we would like to say 
"Welcome, Sir" from all the members of the company. 

Now we pass on to sport (Ed.—Other companies, 
please copy.). Swimming we have touched on earlier, 
but we would like to be kind and say that we only beat 
H.Q. Company by one point. 

FOOTBALL.—The team had a good start in the Brigade 
Knockout Competition, but were beaten in the third 
round by "B" Company, 1st Royal Scots. A very 
exciting game with bags of mud. 

HOCKEY.—In this popular sport we sailed merrily 
along to the finals. Now the finals were to be played on 
Boxing Day, but our opponents could not produce a 
team, so I think we can say we won. 

CRICKET.—Only once did we falter here. The team, 
captained by Pte. Gilbert, beat allcomers until they 
met the Officers and Sergeants XI (no Australians !). 
Our bowling side was very good and averages were of 
a high standard. 

We would like to say "Good luck" to L/Cpl. Gamblin, 
Ptes. Hex, Leney, Moss, Pugh, Brennan, Turner and 
Mallows, Collins and Kely, who are returning to Civvy 
Street or Naval Python from Singapore, and welcome 
Ptes. Peach and Cannon back from Liap. 

We close by wishing all Buffs, especially those old 
members of "A" Company, 2nd Battalion The Buffs, a 
rather late but nevertheless sincerely extended happy 
New Year. 

"B" Company. 
The past month has been a nicely blended mixture of 

guards, training, sport and the usual routine of organised 
chaos—"not too little, not too much"—with Christmas 
festivities as a fitting finale to our stay in Malaya. 
Our future role in Hong Kong at present is extremely 
obscure, despite the rumour that security has been 
abandoned. 

We regret that so many familiar faces will be missing 
when we solve this mystery, but wish them every 
success in the lives they are about to resume. January 
Python and 47 Release claimed Cpls. Smith, Lucas and 
Ptes. Cross, Page, Haughton, Kenevan and Spillane. 
The reforming of "D" Company caused us the loss of 
several old hands in Sgt. James, Cpl. Upson and Ptes, 

Blackwell, Cominetti, Davies, Warner, Hatchett, Hatch 
and Peck. May they be appreciated in their new family 
as they were in this. 

To compensate for these losses we welcomed a number 
of reinforcements, including 32 Danes, who seem to 
have settled in very nicely. The Company Commander 
appears upset that he can no longer claim to be our only 
foreigner. 

Training was rather interrupted, due to guard com
mitments. Still, most of the company managed to pass 
the necessary tests for grading in pay classification. 
Demonstration for the prestaff course which was run 
by S.E.A.L.F. occupied a good deal of our time, and 
proved most interesting, particularly that of a two 
company attack. 

Though we still await a "white Christmas", this was 
celebrated with all the enthusiasm associated with that 
particular festive season. Company funds being in a 
rather healthy condition from our Kota Tinggi days, 
there was no shortage of liquid nourishment to accelerate 
friendly relations. The Officers and N.C.O.'s of the 
company were assisted with the serving out by the Com
manding Officer, the Adjutant and the R.S.M. The 
Commanding Officer, taking great pride in serving out 
the peas, giving the first half of the company big helpings, 
finished up by counting them out to the last few. So 
we finished up with the usual thing, everybody happy 
and making plenty of speeches, both by the Danish chaps 
and the British lads. Now we are all looking forward 
to getting on a boat in the next few days, bound for our 
new country, Hong Kong. 

We welcome to our company two new officers, 2/Lt. 
Wilson and 2/Lieut. Herbert. We hope they will enjoy 
their stay in this company, as all our previous officers 
have. We have also welcomed to this company one of 
the very few old soldiers that are about these days— 
Sgt. (Nobby) Clarke, who we have honoured by bestowing 
on him that excellent job of Company Orderly Sergeant, 
and we hope the R.S.M. will not chase him too much. 

Our Christmas slightly spoilt owing to the fact that 
one of our brothers in arms has passed away. We 
express our deep regret at the death of Pte. Thornton 
on December 23rd, 1946. The whole company attended 
his funeral, also the Commanding Officer, Captain 
Barton and the R.S.M. 

-m 
SPORT. 

Sport in "B" Company still occupies a lot of our time. 
In the 6th Brigade InterCompany Knockout Com
petition we had some bad luck in being beaten by 
Administration Company of the Devons by 3 goals to 2. 
We put this down to the fact that Harding was leading 
the Devons' attack instead of ours as of old, and to show 
there was no illfeeling, he scored twice for them. 

Congratulations to Sgt. Wragg and Pte. Bunting. 
To Sgt. Wragg, company and battalion player, who 
towards the end of our stay in Singapore was picked 
for two Division trials and played several games for them 
before he rejoined us. To Pte. Bunting, company inside
left, who was picked for the battalion team, and has now 
firmly established himself in it. Also to Sgt. Price, a 
battalion player who is still the mainstay of our company * 
team. 

We have lost one of our oldtimers to January Python 
in Pte. Kenevan, our Sports Storeman, rightback and 
battalion linesman. We hope that he may still find his 
form in England. 

We had two excellent games with the "Jollilads", a 
local team from Singapore. In spite of the fact that it 
was the first time our team had played on grass for 
many months, we drew both games, 2—2 and 1—1. 
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We are now on the lookout for a good goalkeeper to 
replace Cpl. Burr, who has gone home on Liap. 

Our hockey team, after quite a lot of practice, is 
beginning to shine, and we severely trounced 6th 
Brigade H.Q. Bvery time we played them. 

# In the swimming gala held on Boxing Day, we came 
one from bottom, as the majority of our team were 
incapacitated after the Christmas festivities. Here we 
congratulate Cpl. Smith, who won the one length breast 
stroke, the under water swimming (with the excellent 
distance of 164 feet) and came second in the plunge. 
Cpl. Smith is another who was left behind for January 
Python, so now we must find another fish. 

"G" Company. 
Numerous happenings, both small and large, have 

taken place since our last notes. Many have returned 
to the fair shores of Albion to taste, the nationalised 
fruits of Victory, whilst others have had to leave the 
company to help form the new "D" Company. The 
company has been reinforced by some "Skymen", who 
are not such bad "Red Devils" once yon get them down 
to earth. Others to change the colours of their berets 
were sturdy Commandos from Hong Kong, who promise 
to be our guides when we arrive there. Our numbers 
were swelled still more by strapping blonde giants from 
Denmark, and last but not least by a few recruits from 

 Canterbury led by Sgt. Allen, an old veteran of the 
battalion. 

Last month was spent guarding the great potentates 
of Singapore, the Governor, C.inC. and Lord Killearn, 

1 and in our spare time, training. For once the range was 
a popular pasttime as everyone below the rank of 
LanceSergeant was firing for their pay Classification. 
Some N.C.O.'s appeared to have an abundance of 
ammunition at their disposal—the less said about that 
the better, Cpls. Harding and Clark ! 

The company was next given the somewhat dubious 
honour of mounting a colossal demonstration of the 
company in the attack on the Lee Estate. Two historical 
charges were made a la Aldershot Tattoo, and a most 
realistic barrage put down by the gunners—in fact 
one shell was nearly too realistic on the day of the final 
dress rehearsal. The company only hope that the 
young future Staff Officers for whose benefit this 
demonstration was given, gained some useful knowledge, 
so that all those "sunny" rehearsals were not completely 
in vain. 

Christmas Day commenced with a pleasant short 
service by Padre Harper. Amongst the readers of the 
Lessons was C.S.M. Percival, who managed to read 
his part faster than any Lesson has ever been read before ! 
The company then returned to its own block and par
took of some punch which Major Bossom assured us 
was only made of the purest of fruit juices, but 2/Lieut. 
Rock de Bescombes and a few others have their doubts 
as to its contents. An excellent luncheon was beautifully 
served (by Officers and Sergeants) in an exotically 

>draped dining hall. During this Bacchanalian feast, 
Colonel Parry visited the company and was immediately 
dragged out for the last time to have his photograph 
taken, with all and sundry. The afternoon seems to 
be a blank as far as the author is concerned, but as the 

"Eastern sun set, our Danes, breathing fire and water 
(or was it whisky and beer !) set off to their own Legation 
in Singapore, where they were entertained by the 
Danish Colon}' on Snapps and Carlsberg beer. Mean
while the company gulped down ice cold " Stingers", 
soon lowering the stocks of the "Tavern", which was 

ably run by Pte. Duffy. This bar was valiantly held up 
by T.T.'s such as L/Cpl. Elliot, cousin Elliot, Everett, 
Bishop and Newman, who undoubtedly spent the entire 
afternoon eating rock salt in order to develop such 
monumental thirsts. 

Under our fighting Scots Captain (Cpl. Fulton) the 
football team had an excellent season, managing to 
draw with Administration Company in the Battalion 
Finals, and even to reach the semifinals of the Brigade 
Company Knockout, where after an extremely close 
game they were beaten 1—0 by "A" Company, Royal 
Scots. It is only fair to say, however, that "C" Company 
had the best of the game and were nearly always in 
their opponents' half, but the Jocks possessed a good 
goalkeeper who foiled our many attempts to score. 
The whole team played very well, but Cpl. Fulton was 
outstanding for his steadiness and positioning through
out the game. 

The hockey team, led by our two remaining Burma 
veterans, L/Cpl. Shrubshall and Pte. Preston, and ably 
backed up by Cpl. Dench and Pte. Pickering, reached 
the final of the Company Knockout Competition in the 
battalion. This was to have been played on Boxing Day, 
but was cancelled for obvious reasons, and will now be 
played when we reach our new stfition. 

Even before we realised Christmas was over, the 
company was plunged into the mystery of a battalion 
move. No one really knew how, but after two short 
days, the battalion, heartsore, footsore and weary, 
embarked on M.V. Dilwara. One of the highlights 
(only witnessed by Chiccos and Nips) was the marching 
on of the Colours, in which 2/Lieut. Tamlyn and Sgt. 
Jones took part. It remains to be seen what will happen 
at Hong Kong when they are marched off. 

We end these notes by wishing Lieut.Colonel Parry 
the very best of luck, and welcoming Lieut.Colonel 
Bruce, who returns to command the battalion after 
several years' absence. 

"D" (ex44R") Company. 
At last, on November 28th, 1946, the longawaited 

reinforcements disembarked from the Arundel Castle at 
Singapore. It had already been decided that the draft 
should be kept together for a time, and accordingly 
"R" Company came into being, under Captain K. M. 
Cole, with C.S.M. Mawson and C/Sgt. Smith to do all the 
work for him. Owing to the fact that H.Q. 6th Infantry 
Brigade had taken np residence at Gillman Barracks, 
it was necessary for "R" Company to go into No. 1 
British Transit Camp for a time. Rumours had been 
rife to the effect that the draft were all Danes, but in 
fact about half were English. 

During the stay at Nee Soon, C/Sgt. Smith worked 
overtime issuing clothing and equipment, and as the 
company was nearly as strong as the remainder of the 
battalion, C.S.M. Mawson started carrying an R.S.M.'s 
cane. 

On the third night, Cpl. Watts, one of the draft, 
discovered a snake under his bed, and after a somewhat 
riotous chase, the snake was killed. Everyone was very 
disappointed when next morning 2/Lieut. Webster 
pronounced the snake harmless. 

After Major Gardner had shown the platoon com
manders where to go and where not to go in Singapore, 
the whole company got into trucks and were introduced 
to the mysteries of this Eastern city by 2/Lieuts. Murphy, 
Reeves, Webster and Thomas. 

After a few days, District H.Q. discovered about 
fifty empty tents about five miles out of Singapore and 
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offered them to the battalion. They were accepted and 
fatigue parties from "A", "B" and' "C" Companies did 
a sterling job and very quickly made the new camp 
habitable. "R" Gompany moved in about eight days 
after arrival in Singapore. Fate, however, was unkind 
and on the day we moved it started to rain and it kept 
it up for about three days. Anchors were dropped and 
somehow the tents were prevented from floating away 
on the mud. 

As was to be expected, we had quite a number of 
visitors during our early days, including Brigadier 
Sandars, Commanding 6th Infantry Brigade, the 
Commanding Officer, Adjutant and Messing Officer. 
In fact nearly everyone who could think of the slightest 
excuse jumped in a truck and came to "R" Company. 
The most frequent and welcome visitor was Captain 
the Rev. R. A. Harper, our jovial Padre. 

Our activities were mostly confined to improving the 
new camp, although Cpls. Rose and Pill and twenty 
Privates had a pleasant break when they helped "C" 
Company to show the S.E.A.L.F. preStaff College Course 
just what a company in the attack should look like. 

The Company Office was kept fairly busy, and when
ever Captain Cole shouted for the Company Clerk, 
L/Cpl. Spickett came at the double with pencil, pad and 
a cup of tea. 

On December 23rd, amidst much weeping, "R" Com
pany broke up. About thirty O.R.'s were sent to each 
of "A", "B" and "C" Companies, while Clerks, Drivers 
and potential Drummers were sent to the Battalion 
H.Q. Those that were left became "D" Company. 
The Company Commander and C.Q.M.S. stayed, but 
C.S.M. Mawson returned to his first love, "B" Company. 

The following morning as dawn, was breaking, the 
company awoke and saw an ominous glow in the sky, 
and quickly jumped out*to find the cookhouse on fire 
and burning merrily. Someone was heard to remark 
that it was a pity there were no chestnuts ! (luckily 
out of the hearing of the Company Commander, who 
was not quite his usual cheery self at that particular 
moment). The cookhouse had to be written off as a 
dead loss, and the cooks moved into the N.A.A.F.I. 
cookhouse next door. 

On Christmas morning the company saw a strange 
sight—Officers and Sergeants up and dressed at six 
o'clock, sweating to get tea made before eight o'clock. 
They succeeded and did the usual thing. By the way, 
who was the Corporal who when asked if he would 
like a little rum in his tea said that he would prefer a 
little tea in his rum and got it ? The Christmas dinner 
was just about over when the C.O. and Adjutant 
arrived. The C.O. insisted that the Officers and Ser
geants played the rest at football. This proved to be a 
roaring success, and at the end a very muddy C.O. 
was given a rousing cheer as his car drove off. 

After Christmas, everyone started packing for the 
move to Hong Kong, and on December 30th the company 
ceased to be on detachment and rejoined the battalion 
oh board the trooper Dilwara. 

In conclusion, the company says "Pleased to see you, 
Sir" to our new C.O. (Lieut.Colonel Bruce) ; and to 
Lieut.Colonel Parry we say "Good luck, Sir, in your new 
post". 

Headquarter Gompany. 1 

The highlights of the company during the past three 
months have been its Christmas frivolities, and the 
excellent account it gave of itself in the Battalion Swim

ming Gqla on Boxing Day. Christmas was celebrated 
in grand style with plenty of food and beer, and a well
patronised spirit bar; but in the circumstances the 
less said about Christmas, of which only dim memories 
pierce the mind, the better. 

A large crowd attended the Boxing Day Swimming 
Gala. However, it was noticed that many spectators 
and some competitors were still celebrating, or at least 
had been, Christmas Day. Was that why Cpl. Quinnear 
finished up in the pool fully dressed ? 

To Demob, in the last month we lost our stalwart 
O.R.S. (C.S.M. "Stu" Smyth), Drummer "Boogie Woogie 
Bugle Boy" Harriss, and last but not least, the favourite 
waiter of the Sergeants' Mess, "Tubby" Henshaff. We 
wish them all the very best. 

Also left behind in Singapore were most of our 
exRoyal Navy boys, who are returning to that foreign 
country "Blighty" on Python. "Lou" England, our 
Provost Corporal, a good lad, but very fond of his gin, 
if Christmas is anything to go by, was amongst thefti. 

SIGNAL PLATOON. 
December found us undergoing a refresher course, 

which was interrupted by the move to Hong Kong. 
One lesson we learned, though, was that the local 
Chinese were quicker at reeling in cable than we were 
at reeling it out! 

Hockey has been the Signal Platoon's main sporting 
interest, and in the last game Webb appeared to have 
mastered the art of successfully hitting the ankle of his 
opponent and getting away with it! 

On Christmas morning tea was served by the inimit
able Sgt. Ovenden, whose hand shook badly as he held 
the mugs ! After an excellent dinner, we spent the 
evening playing Christmas trees. That is to say, we 
stood quietly in a corner and got "lit up" ! Brown and 
Barrett, plus a "wee drappie", would have made Max 
Miller seek a new job, while Reg Harding woke up four 
days later on his way to Hong Kong swearing that he 
had been shanghaid. 

The move went as moves usually do, to such an 
extent that Sgt. Ovenden, who left with the advance 
party, is expected to arrive two days after us, the main 
body ! 

MORTAR PLATOON. 
Some few weeks ago we took part in a tactical 

demonstration, and such was the weather that Cpl. 
Tylee and our one and only No. 2 Osborn ended up 
by feeding and firing their mortar on their hands and 
knees. The C.O. and Brigadier looked in just in time 
to see Cpl. O'Key blow a blind ! Did they hit the deck ! 
Christmas was a great success with a programme of 
beer, dinner, charpoy, beer and beer and beer, etc. 
Poor old Ginger Gasson unfortunately found himself on 
guard. 

Then came the big "flap". A move. We aire nearly 
there now, so we won't ^ay anything about the in
evitable everpresent chaosT except that it was no worse 
than usual. In moving we said farewell to Sgfi. "Taffy" 
Davies, L/Cpl. "Pop" Townsley, L/Cpl. Bob Spiller, 
L/Cpl. "Burr" Blake and "Fanny" Ward, to whom we 
with the best of luck in their return to civilian life. 

PIONEER PLATOON. . 
The only really noteworthy happening is that Cpl. 

O'Key, for months without a watch, organised a raffle 
for one, and succeeded in winning it himself ! 
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We said goodbye to Cpl. I,en Brown, Pte. "Lofty" 
^(6 ft. 4 in.) Brookes, and Pte. Ken Mallett, all exRoyal 
Navy boys who were going home on Python from 
Singapore. 

Christmas was preceded by vast orders for boxes, 
urates and wooden frames, but the orders were executed 
in good time and we trust our customers were satisfied 
with their goods. 

QUARTERMASTER PLATOON. 
The end of the month finds us once again ready to 

move, having just completed a short but trying period of 
packing stores and tying up our connections with 
Singapore. Perhaps the greatest strain lay in the 
drawingup and issuing of battledress and other warm 
clothing, which unfortunately had to be performed in a 
last minute rush. However, thanks to the charm 
exerted on the staffs of various Ordnance Depots by 
individual members of the platoon, all was completed 
in ample time. 

The calculation of store weights prior to packing 
occasioned many a thoughtful countenance for a while. 
Cpl. Beigel, however, remained cool and unshaken in 
triumphantly producing the weight of our first line 
ammunition from amongst a pile of waste paper, weight 
compendiums, and a book of logarythm tables. 

A note of distinction was introduced among the staff 
with the arrival of Sgts. Moore and Price, who have 
joined us from Unit Education. An air of learning has 

tfor the time being yielded place to two anxious, harassed 
*and furtive expressions peculiar to Q.M. staff. Yet again, 
two Danish clerks have since increased our numbers. 
Unfortunately, as yet they have only had opportunity 
to display an excellent knowledge of the English 

"language and an artistic touch with a hammer and a 
box of nails. May we soon instal them in their own rights. 

Our Indian typist, Solomon, after working with us 
for six weeks, has now departed. He seemed to spend 
much of his time trying to convince both the Q.M. and 
the Admin. Officer that his scale of pay should not 
vary with the amount of work he did, but with the 
number of children he possessed. Failure in these efforts 
produced an application for six days' leave seven days 
before our departure—which was thankfully granted. 
Both officers were becoming rather weary of details of 
the happier aspect of Solomon's married life. 

A final note in recognition of the services of Lieut. 
A. E. Ghaney, our former Q.M., who has recently 
departed for release in the United Kingdom. "Bob" 
was called in at a moment's notice seven months ago 
to fill the place of Lieut. Ward, and from the very start 
proved himself most capable in that role. We shall not 
easily forget the stirring sight of Bob on his motorcycle, 
and wish him every success in civilian life. 

Also farewell to Pte. Waters, who is now on his way 
home with other members of 47 Group. We are most 
sorry to lose one of the oldest members of the platoon, 
whom we found valuable both technically and as a 
friend. 

Beneath Bell Harry. 
^"pHE weather, here 
* as elsewhere, is the 

news. Blizzards, gales 
and perpetual frost 
have been the order of 
the day for the past 
three weeks, during 
which some of the 
lowest temperatures in 
the country have been 
recorded in East Kent. 

The main entrance 
to the New Infantry 
Barracks was blocked 
one morning by a 
snowdrift three feet 

deep and about 50 yards long, and other 
phenomena included the Adjutant snowbound 
in his house at Barham and the P.R.I.'s car 
sliding backwards down Chaucer hill into a 
Nysson Hut, whence it had to be extricated by 
twenty trainees hurriedly summoned from 
their dinner. 

We have had our fair share of burst pipes, 
and the occupants of Border House may be 
seen every evening toiling to the top of the hill 
with suitcases, in order to have a bath. 

Lieut.Colonel Parry assumed command on 
22nd, and Major Fox is now in charge of the 
Depot, so that the only vacancy remaining to 
be filled on the new establishment is that of 
Company Commander, Chaucer Company. 

The Band of the 1st Battalion has left for 
Shorncliffe but Bandmaster Foster has returned 
bringing with him the nucleus of a new 2nd 
Battalion Band, which we hope will be in full 
swing again shortly. Judging by the noises 
that emanate from their quarters, they certainly 
do not lack enthusiasm. 

Sport has been severely curtailed by the 
weather, but at soccer we achieved something 
of a triumph with a 63 victory over Eastern 
Command Signals, who had recently reached 
the semifinal of the Eastern Command Small 
Units Tournament. This was counterbalanced 
by a 270 defeat at rugger by Shorncliffe, but 
in view of the difficulties we "have in raising a 
side with our small numbers and constantly 
changing population, we are not unduly 
depressed by this result. 

On 15th February the Mess were hosts at a 
lunch to officers of the East Surrey Regiment, 
when General Sir Richard Foster on behalf of 
the East Surreys made a presentation to 
MajorGeneral Scarlett commemorating the 
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association of the two Regiments at 12 I.T.C. 
during the war. 

In making the presentation, a silver bowl 
with an inscription flanked by the two 
Regimental crests, Sir Richard said that it 
represented the gratitude of the East Surreys 
for the way in which they had been made to 
feel at home at Canterbury and the very happy 
time they had had here. Replying, Major
General Scarlett referred to the constant 
association of the two Regiments, both in 
peace and war, from their earliest days, an 
association of which The Buffs were extremely 
proud. In return he hoped that all officers, 
W.O.s and N.C.O.s of the East Surrey Regiment 
would consider themselves honorary members 
of Buffs Messes, wherever they might be. 

Those present on this occasion were : East 
Surrey Regiment—General Sir Richard Foster, 
Brigadier Roupell, Captain Stringer, Captain 
Thompson, Lieut. Dann. The Buffs—Major
General The Hon. G. Scarlett, Lieut.Colonel 
F. W. B. Parry, Major Fox, Major Peareth, 
Major Dare, Major Harry Jackson, Lieut.
Colonel Griffin, Major Duncan Smith, Captain 
ffrench Blake and Captain Bax. 

During the month we have had visits from 
Lieut.Colonel R. F. Parry and Major Edlmann, 
1st Battalion, Lieut.Colonel Penlington, Major 
Dunglinson and Major Geoffrey Cox. 

Readers may be interested to learn that the 
Regimental Museum is now open again, and is 
situated at the back of the Orderly Room Block 
in the New Barracks, 

Depot The Buffs. 
Since the last issue of these notes, Lieut.Colonel 

F. W. B. Parry has taken over command and to him 
we extend a hearty welcome. Major P. R. H. Fox has 
now taken over command of the Depot Company. 

Amongst officers attached to us, most of whom are on 
leave, is Major Geoffrey Cox, who has recently been 
appointed Adjutant to the 4th Territorial Battalion, 
The Buffs. The R.S.M. to this battalion, it is officially 
announced, will be R.S.M. Surridge. 

Arrivals last month included W.O.'s II Lee and Ashby, 
Sgts. McKenna, Woolgar, Crowhurst and White, a 
party of ex1st Battalion personnel who arrived on a 
bleak Sunday morning, and a private with his wife and 
family who arrived unheralded on an even colder Tuesday 
night. Welcome to them all. 

We hope that by next month members of The Buffs 
who return to Canterbury from overseas will be welcomed 
by warm Spring sunshine and gentle breezes instead of 
weather more reminiscent of the Ice Age. 

3 P.T.C. 
Sergeants' Mess. 

The change over is a thing almost forgotten, that is 
except for the Administration Staff section of the 

I.T.C. It seems that folks gone by have fitted out a new 
barracks which the "Q" Staff are unable to contact. 
So if you see some folk looking a trifle worried, have a 
little sympathy and if you know of the whereabouts 
of this new place, pass on the information to the 
appropriate places. 

I have it on good authority that the reason Bob 
Barham went to Shorncliffe was that the N.I.B. accom
modation was inadequate for his rugmaking activities 
and the bar is too cold here anyway. Also, Moggy Catt 
went to give professional advice on rug construction 
and to find new talent for a hockey team. Owing to the 
weather we shall have to wait a while to try out this 
talent, but we shall try to beat you at a suitable date, 
Moggy. Incidentally, Bob hasn't a Rug Axminster 
down there for a pattern or, for that matter, any surplus 
Denims. He is contemplating rag rugging with if so 
reread para. 2 and do the right thing. 

Bar takings have dropped these last few weeks, 
with very disastrous results to the Caterer, who some 
believe tried to set them up a bit. This may not be 
gospel, but perhaps the snow and ice were responsible 
for his accident. However, he had a nasty crash en route 
for the Quarters and has been in bed for a week or more 
with bruises. It's an ill wind, however, because honest 
darters have had much pleasure in seeing our champion 
really throwing a dart instead of just sticking them 
in, he now being incapable of that famous reach of his. 
Lofty Sherman deputised for him while he had sick 
leave, but he is unfortunately, for the sake of wouldbe 
new talent, fast getting back to his original form. 

The break up of the 5th Buffs has deluged us with 
senior ranks and many old faces have come to light. 
This party, owing to accommodation facilities, are now 
in their own newlyformed Mess at Chaucer Barracks. 
This Mess has so far had no bar on medical grounds, 
since Ginger Lewis and R.S.M. Twyman are now 
subject to the new teetotal cure for muscular rheumatism. 
Although Ginger and another member of our own Mess 
have not gone quite to the extreme that our alien 
R.S.M. has, that is to say, sunbathing and P.T. at the 
Kent and Canterbury Hospital, the treatment, however, 
is being observed by Ginger drinking light ales only and 
Roger carrying heavy tackle up and down Chaucer Hill. 

Who was it that sent the R.S.M. a bottle of whiskey ? 
Was it a peace offering, or was it one of our new teetotal 
brigade ? I understand that the R.S.M. is quite willing 
to take further supplies if it is because of the latter case. 

Plumbing is much in need up here on the Hill. Any
one who has seen the film of the broken pipe must 
sympathise with Riger Calloway, Reg Champion and 
even the wood yard supervisor (Fred Turmaine) was 
involved. Like good scouts, they have now learnt the 
reason of the motto "Be Prepared" and all are now 
contemplating larger conveyances than self delivery or 
company barrow haulage of wood. So if you own a wood 
fence—rmount guard on it! 

The ladies are seeking fresh partners since one or two 
of our bachelors have departed. No. 2 Company 
(I suppose for geographical reasons and M.T. purposes) 
seem to have taken on this work, or is it pleasure ? 
but bus fares saved and all that! 

Anyone who contemplated the purchase of a Mess 
billiard table will be disappointed. Sgt. Richards has 
first option and had to delay a leave on this account, 
although he will probably say it is due to domestic 
reasons if you ask. The C/Sgt. knows different! 

Anyone who has seen an overcoat walk over the hill 
and across the path which now spoils a certain football 
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field worn by leisurely meandering feet towards the 
Q.M.'s Buildings, don't worry. The same chap is here. 
Certain 1179 B transactions are responsible. He can now 
be seen in a more appropriate size of coat with a new 
badge and a new hat that shows up a mile away. 

I understand that a certain member of the Mess is 
trying to obtain a set of chest expanders. Anyone who 
has them available will be suitably recompensed by the 
A.E.C. Staff. 

Whilst on the subject of things wanted, No. 2 Com
pany would very much like "C" Company to check 
if a box of Mags has been seen in excess to the normal 
108 transactions. 

Lastly, we wish members of the East Surrey Mess to 
know that the members of this Mess have not forgotten 
them and send their best wishes. 

No. 1 Company (St. Martin's Company) No. 3 
P.T.C. 

It has been a long time since we published any notes 
in The Dragon, and a lot of changes have taken place. 
We are no longer "B" Company, 12th I.T.C., but No. 1 
Company, 3 P.T.C. Many of the old "B" Company are 
still with us, and there are also quite a number of new 
faces. 

We have vacated our old quarters and are now 
accommodated happily in the New Infantry Barracks 
on St. Martin's Hill. 

We would like to take this opportunity, although in 
some cases we are a bit late, to wish all new members 
of the company all the best in their new jobs. The first 
one on our list is our new O.C., Major D. DuncanSmith, 
who has just returned to us from a wellearned holiday 
in Switzerland. You are looking well, Sir, and we hope 
you enjoyed yourself. 

Secondly we have Captain Lawson, who has just 
arrived in the company to help out, as at the moment 
we are very short of Officers. We are pleased to have you 
with us, and we hope you enjoy your stay. 

Next we have two able and energetic persons in the 
way of Sgts. Richards and Elson. The job is new to 
them, but they are plodding along and making a very 
good job of it. At the time of writing, they are in 
charge of two new platoons—Nos. 1 and 2 Platoons— 
who we might say are having quite a time trying to 
complete their training. The weather has been quite a 
handicap to them. 

Another newcomer to the company is Sgt. "Sherrif" 
Forster, who is only a "one gun man". Don't be alarmed 
if you see large clouds of smoke coming from No. 1 
Company. It's only the smoke from "Sherif's" pipe. 
I think they call it thick twist. 

Our new Storeman, L/Cpl. "Chutney" Long, has asked 
us to publish this advert, for him. It is : "Anyone 
requiring a Rabbit will have to put their name down 
now as the list isgetting considerably longer." Also he 
is getting rather short of Wood and he cannot promise 
delivery except to his regular customers No. 1 Priority 
is C.S.M. Calloway. Incidentally, "Chutney" will be 
leaving us shortly for a PreRelease Course, and then 
"Civvy Street". 

just lately a mania for electric irons has arisen. It's 
catching, too, because "Sherif", who has never held an 
iron in his life, can be seen running to his bunk with a 
blanket and a length of flex. Some people might think 
he was off to a lynching party ! 

Sgt. Richards, who is at the moment training for a 
boxing tournament, would like a few sparring partners 
to come forward as he is putting on weight instead of 
taking it off. We all suggest he stops laying on the 
snooker table andgets down to some hard training. 

The other day we had an urgent message from down 
the hill. It was for a working party to go down and dig 
out our Company Runner, as he was buried in a deep 
drift of snow. Keep up the good work, Anderson. 
You will wear the hill down to your own size shortly. 

Our C.S.M. has just come back to us from a spell of 
"Bed Down". We are glad to see you looking fit and 
well again, Sir, and hope you are comfortably settled 
with your family in your new quarters. 

Amyone requiring tuition in long distance walking 
would be advised to contact C/Sgt. Laker, who is able to 
give you a few tips. "It's a long way to Tipperary , 
but a darned sight longer from Whitstable to Canterbury. 
Keep it up, "Colour"—the snow can't last for ever and 
the old East Kent will, we hope, be running on time 
shortly. 

We had a very old friend with us again just recently. 
It was Lieut. Dann. He was one of the old company, 
and being an East Surrey, he could not stay long and 
was therefore posted elsewhere. We hope you will be 
able to read these notes, Sir, and we hope to renew 
our acquaintance in the near future. 

Our tower of strength, Sgt. Sherman, has been doing 
Sergeants' Mess Caterer for a short spell, and we sincerely 
hope he has been able to make the Mess Funds look a 
bit larger. Good show, "Lofty". You have done a grand 
job. 

Lieut. Coleman is still with us, but at the moment 
he is away on a course, and we expect great things of 
him on the hygiene side of the job. With him also is 
that Master F.P.I., Cpl. Jenner. 

Lieut. Ryves is also back with us on his old job as 
Administration Officer. At the moment he is enjoying, 
we hope, a wellearned rest. 

FLASH ! Will the barber please report at once to 
No. 1 Company C.Q.M.S.'s Office as our C/Sgt. has been 
so busy and pushed for time that he is unable to get a 
haircut. We may be wrong, but fur collars seem to 
be the fashion since the bad weather came about, tie 
would also like to know if anyone has a table G.S. m 
exchange for a table 6 foot. Keep punching, Colour — 
the check will soon be over. 

Who is the Corporal that can be seen running to the 
N.A.A.F.I. every day enquiring for hairpins ? He 
can be distinguished from all the others as he has got a 
recruit walking in front of him to support a very large 
cherry wood pipe. 

All the company paraded just recently and had a 
photograph taken. It came out O.K., but the photo
grapher has applied to us for a new camera as he said a 
small Sergeant in the left front of the photograph had 
such a fierce expression it broke the camera. Perhaps 
"Richy" thought he was in the ring already. We are 
hoping to get a copy of the photograph in this month s 
notes. 

We know it is a bit late in the year, but better late 
than never, as our C.S.M. would say, but we 
sign off for this month, we would like to wish all Butts 
(wherever they may be) a very happy and, we hope. a 
prosperous New Year. Cherrio for now ! We will be 
writing again next month. 

This is your A1 Correspondent signing off, who sees 
all, hears all, knows all and writes all. 
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No. 2 Company. 
Having managed to dig my way through the snow 

drifts and getting the ink in my fountain pen thawed 
out, I am now sitting in my cheerful little office with a 
promise of getting an electric fire some day, thinking of 
all the poor chaps up at the N.I.B. who have only got 
central heating to keep them warm. 

We welcome to the company C.Q.M.S. Moore and all 
the fellows of the new intake, and hope that their stay 
with us will be a happy one. 

We played the Royal Corps of Signals at football 
during the month and after a very keen game we drew 
3—3. 

Today we have lost a good man in Pte. O'Leary, 
whom we have sent on embarkation leave, prior to being 
posted to the 1st Battalion in Greece. We wish him the 
best of luck. 

Sgt. Barling, who has done a good job on the "Q" side, 
has now left us to join the Weapon Training Staff, so we 
expect to see his name appear more often in the 
Sergeants' Mess Billiards Book. 

We notice that Sgt. Pendle is spending a lot of time in 
the "Singing Kettle" now that the A.T.S. have arrived, 
and we should like to know how he got the red ink on his 
greatcoat. 

Headquarter Company. 
How simple writing notes used to be in the good old 

days when all that was required was a note to the 
effect that 13 and 24 Groups would hand their notes 
into the Company Office, and the following morning 
they were produced. Then came the reorganisation 
of the company^ and it became more easy and much more 
competitive, for with six platoons each one did their 
utmost to outshine the others. Reorganisation has 
again reared its head, but this time we have, like the 
rations, suffered a severe cut. Onefifth of the company 
are now civilians and we expect to receive in the 
immediate future some A.T.S. personnel to relieve some 
of us of our Military Staff. This will leave us with only 
some forty other ranks, little material indeed for note 
writing. We are so badly off (all of the company being 
employed on essential jobs) that it is practically im
possible to even turn out a football eleven. 

Three changes in command and three changes in the 
Adjutant's Office have at last brought us a permanent 
Commanding Officer and Adjutant in the persons of 
Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry and Captain M. A. O'B. 
ffrenchBlake. To both of them we offer a very sincere 
welcome and express the wish that their tours of duty 
will be happy ones. 

Captain J. W. Taylor continues to command the 
company and R.S.M. Brophy carries the stick of "No. I". 
The Company Officer also carries on his shoulders the 
very strenuous (?) duties of Welfare Officer and M.T.O. 

Captain and Q.M. G. Ricketts, with Lieut. Teesdale 
as Training Officer, complete our Officer Staff. 

Recent arrivals to the company, to whom we extend 
a welcome, are O.R.Q.M.S. Coggin and O.R.Q.M.S. 
Kennard, both old members of the 2nd Battalion. 

Sgt. Jimmie Laker, who seems always to have been in 
the Regiment, looks after the interests of the Officers' 
Mess, whilst Sgt. "Lofty" Shaw continues to throw a 
very accurate dart as permanent caterer in the Sergeants' 
Mess. The naughty boys are under the able direction of 
Sgt. Baldwin, who many old members of the Regiment 
will remember. 

R.Q.M.S. Howe is in charge of the "victally" depart
ment with assistants Bassett and Raine. All of these 
are old members of both the 1st and 2nd Battalions 
and seem to follow each other into various stations' 
The Q.M.'s Stores would look a dreary place indeed if 
Bassett was removed, for he has become a really 
regimental fixture in this department. 

C/Sgt. Maxwell guides the company through its perils 
of Income Tax, civilian pay and post war credits. 
He, however, manages to regain the charm which he 
always possessed as a young lad on boy service. 

The M.T. is well looked after by Cpl. Stirling ; and 
Cpl. Beach (a very old member of the 2nd Battalion) 
has a job with the Quartermaster. 

L/Cpl. Willett retains his skill with the bugle, and is 
one .of the permanent drummers ; whilst Cpl. Tritton 
delivers the mail with unfailing regularity. In addition, 
much hard work is being performed for us by Sgt. 
Croucher of the W.T. Staff, Sgts. Evans and Meek of the 
A.E.C., and, of course, the "muscle busters", C.S.M.I. 
Firth and S.I. Barranes. 

Sgt. Spiegal and Pte. Boakes of the R.A.M.C. look 
after our medical needs, whilst Sgt. Burkett and Pte. 
Jackson tend to our arms. 

Last, but not least, the writer of these notes is that 
hardworked and overworked clerkcumaccountant
cumgeneral dutyman, the C.S.M. 

Home Counties I.T.C. 
Buffs Training Gompany. 

I must admit to start off with, that having been on 
leave, I have to do a bit of cribbing to get my news 
from the notes the Company Commander made for our 
local paper which will make its first appearance very 
shortly. 

We still continue to lose our older members as well 
as our younger ones. Cpls. Blockley and Andreozzi 
have left us for No. 2 Training and Holding Company 
prior to postings overseas, a case of "Go East, young 
man, go East ". L/Cpl. Slater also left us to join the 
ranks of Education Instructors, and we are sure that he 
is much more at home in his new employment than 
taking W.T. Drill, etc. We congratulate him on his 
promotion to Sergeant. 

Nos. 42 and 43 Platoons left us to go to No. 2 Training 
and Holding Company for postings at home and over
seas. It might be of interest to readers to know that as 
the platoons (who are all Buffs) leave this company 
and go to No. 2 Training and Holding Company, they 
are cared for again by Buffs known to many 1st and 
2nd Battalion members. Major F. G. B. Wills is O.C. 
Company, with C.S.M. "George" Chapman to assist 
him, and, I believe, several other Buffs, too, on the 
Permanent Staff. 

We managed quite a bit of sport during the month, 
and with very good results as far as the company is 
concerned. At football we started off by beating the 
Royal West Kent Training Company by 7—2. Our next 
game was against the Royal Sussex Training Company. 
This proved to be a very hard and highspirited game, 
and wTe ran out winners by 2—0. Our third match was 
against the No. 1 Training and Holding Company, 
which resulted in a win for The Buffs by 15 goals to 1 — 
no further comment ! We have also played three 
friendly games, winning two and losing one, so our 
record to date is, on the whole, very good. The team 
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taking part in these games was Pte. Pumphrey, Cpl. 
Mugridge, Pte. Filmer, Cpl. Moore (Captain), L/Cpl. 
Grolimund, Cpl. Hood, Pte. Grange, Pte. Webb, Pte. 
Vandepeer, Cpl. Roebuck and Cpl. Mockridge. 

Next item was the crosscountry run (InterCompany) 
over a threeandahalf mile course. We had the first 
man home (Pte. Rosen), but as a team had to take 
second place to the Royal Fusiliers. Our next sports 
item was intercompany boxing, and after winning the 
first round and semifinals by 5 fights to 4 we met the 
Royal Fusiliers Training Company in the finals and 
again emerged winners by 5 fights to 4. 

Training still goes on even in spite of the weather, 
which, to say the least, has been very trying this last 
couple of weeks. 

We had a visit from the C.I.G.S., Field Marshal the 
Viscount Montgomery, on Monday, the first time for 
most of the men that they had seen their Chief in person. 

Dame Rumour is around, and not quite unfounded, 
we believe, that our bachelor Sergeant (Norman Sweeny) 
has fallen at last to the wiles of the fair sex and can be 
seen (if careful watch is kept), carrying out an almost 
perfect individual stalk in an outofbarracks direction, 
the objective being an attractive member of the A.T.S. 
So we may hear those wedding bells yet. I may say, 
Norman, you have certainly shaken the staff, especially 
Sgt. Philpot, who has relinquished the AOblique— 
C.S.M., and taken on AOblique—C.Q.M.S., for he 
doesn't know what forms to prepare. 

As time is, like everything else, short, I must lay down 
my pen for this month and will endeavour to provide 
more news next month. 

2 Training and Holding Gompany. 
The end of January finds No. 2 Company very cold, 

and somewhat envious of those who are being posted 
overseas to M.E.L.F. and S.E.A.L.F. Drafts are 
forming and disappearing with some rapidity now, 
which is just as well in view of our strained accom
modation. 

Outside activities in the last ten days have almost 
ceased on account of the heavy falls of snow and the 
bitter weather, but so far the company has not been 
called on to liberate the inhabitants of outlaying villages 
and clean the roads for traffic—as many of the company 
remember during their previous sojourn at Shorncliffe 
when with 12 Holding Battalion. 

Quite a number of old familiar faces have appeared 
recently, and they have been welcomed—on reenlist
ment ! C.Q.M.S. Harnett was among them, and having 
obtained M.Q. here has now gone overseas. Dick 
Pacey has achieved his life's ambition on being com
missioned into The Buffs, and we hope to see him back 
in the Company Office when on his leave. Sgt. "Baldy" 
Belcher has also decided to become a soldier again, 
and R.S.M. Surridge, who, we understand, is of Welsh 
origin, has been a frequent and welcome visitor. 

The Band of The Buffs is now with us, and it was 
refreshing to have with us once more Bandmasters 
Salmon and Foster and Sgt. West, all of whom are 
wellknown in the Regiment. 

Of the officers, Lieut. Milne has joined us on the 
Permanent Staff, and many other Holdee Officers stay 

T with us when not in jobs—or leave. Capt. Pickard is 
known to have visited the Adjutant on several occasions 
during the month, and has run the company while the 
Company Commander has beenTusy on the designed for 
an ambitious organ for the Garrison Church—Majors 
Edlmann and Edmeades to note. 

Buffs and Surreys united to giye Sgt. Hockley a good 
sendoff on Draft Wedlock. Unfortunately our Despatch 
Section, with somewhat less than usual efficiency, had 
the telegrams of congratulations returned to the Office 
marked "insufficiently addressed". However, we meant 
well. 

Officers come and go very quickly, but Lieut. Stewart 
has been with the company for some time, and is now 
waiting for a boat for the Far East. Lieut. Fakley is 
Acting Welfare Officer, and will soon be going to East 
Africa after a course at Warminster. Captain Bloomer 
is due to return to the Middle East, having met several 
old friends at the I.T.C. Others who have passed 
through are Major Spanton, Lieuts. P. J. Harisson, 
J. F. Allen, and 2/Lieuts. G. R. Miles, R. W. E. Reynolds, 
M. Veadon, Barrington, A. H. Purchase, B. T. Rosenberg 
and P. A. Thurley. 

1st Cadet Battalion The Buffs. 
Football and Boxing still to the fore 

KENT ARMY CADET FORCE SOCCER CHAMPION
SHIPS, 1946/47. 
The Battalion junior football team have lost 

none of their dash and zeal of last season, when 
they won \the Kent A.C.F. Junior Soccer 
Championship. On 12th January they went 
to Sheerness to play the third round of the 
contest for 194647 against the 3rd (Swale) 
Cadet Battalion, The Buffs. It was a lively 
and wellfought game, which resulted in a 
victory for the visitors of three goals to one. 
The 1st Battalion are now in the semifinals of 
the Championship. 

The Battalion were recently honoured by a 
visit from the County Cadet Commandant, 
Colonel E. B. Burns, who presented a shield 
and silver medals to the winners of last year's 
Junior Football Championship team at Ayle
sham County Modern School. The medals 
were kindly given by Lieut.Colonel H. L. 
Cremer, the Battalion Commander. 
KENT ARMY CADET FORCE BOXING CHAMPION

SHIPS, 1946/47. 
The Battalion continues to give a good 

account of itself in boxing contests. At the 
recent championships held at Chatham, the 
Battalion gained third place, with three winners 
and three runnersup. The champions (8th 
Cadet Battalion, Q.O.R.W.K. Regiment) gained 
18 points, and the 1st Cadet Battalion, The 
Buffs gained 15 points. 
CERTIFICATE "A" EXAMINATIONS AND OTHER 

ACTIVITIES. 
The recreational activities of the Battalion 

are not allowed to interfere with the training 
Continued at foot of p. 48. 
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The Past and Present Association. 
Headquarters : DEPOT, THE BUFFS. 
Telephone : CANTERBURY 2513. 

Branch Chairman 
1st Bn. The Buffs SecondinCommand 
2nd Bn. The Buffs SecondinCommand 

Secretary : MAJOR A. J. PEARETH. 

3. ASHFORD 

4. LONDON 

5. DOVER 

6. WEALD 

7. MEDWAY 

Mr. H. Barnes 

Mr. A. E. Grant 

Mr. M. Hart 

Col. E. B. Burns, T.D. 

Mr. F. C. Cox 

8. SITTINGBOURNE Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., 
T.D. 

9. RAMSGATE Mr. E. H. Swendell 

10. MARGATE 

11. HYTHE 

12. CANTERBURY 

(a) Herne Bay 
SubBranch 

13. FOLKESTONE 

14. SANDWICH 

15. DEAL 

16. FAVERSHAM 

Capt. J. Tilleard 

Captain D. V. Coote 

Mr. L. F. Parratt 

Mr. J. M. Miller 

Lt.Col. C. E. Wilson, 
M.B.E. 

Lt.Col. J. R. Willows 

Major H. Jackson 

BRANCHES 
Secretary 

R.S.M. 
R.S.M. 
Mr. W. Earl, 132 Osborne Rd., 

Willesborough, Ashford 
Major J. E. Enright, 26 Osward 

Road, London, S.W.I7 

Mr. C. Collins, " Haven 
Meadway, Minnis Lane, 
Dover 

Capt. E. Boulding, Windyridge, 
Sandhurst, Hawkhurst 

Mr. A. J. Moorey, 21 Kitchener 
Avenue, Chatham, Kent 

Mr. R. H. J. Russell, 157 Short
lands Road, Sittingbourne 

Mr. B. E. Knott, 33 Brunswick 
Street, Ramsgate 

Mr. H. Ingram, 44 Selborne Rd., 
Margate 

Mr. J. E. Down, 15 Cobden Rd., 
Hythe 

Major A. J. Peareth, Depot, 
The Buffs, Canterbury 

Capt. H. F. Whitfield, Eddington 
House, Herne Bay 

Mr. T. Fordred, 49 Downs 
Road, Folkestone 

Mr. H. Thirst, 21 Laburnum 
Avenue, Sandwich 

Mr. W. F. Oram, 344 Middle 
Deal Road, Deal 

Capt. J. Green, Bough ton House 
Nr. Faversham 

Meeting Dates and Places 

First Saturday in each month, 
Invicta Hotel, 7 p.m. 

Third Saturday in each month, 
Prince Alfred Restaurant, 
Tufton Street, Westminster, 
7.30 p.m. 

First Thursday in each month, 
"  E a g l e  H o t e l L o n d o n  
Road, Dover, 7.45 p.m. 

Last Saturday in each month, 
The Brickmakers' Arms, 
Wyles Street, Gillingham, 
7.30 p.m. 

Second Friday in each month, 
Drill Hall, East St., 7.30 p.m. 

Third Friday in each month, 
Freemason's Tavern, Rams4
gate, 8 p.m. 

First Wednesday in each month, 
The George and Dragon, 
8 p.m. 

Last Saturday in each month"", 
British Legion Hut, 7.30 p.m. 

First Friday in each month, 
Rhodaus Town, Canterbury, 
8 p.m. 

Second Tuesday in each month, 
Druid's Head, High Street, 
8 p.m. 

Second Tuesday in each month, 
Drill Hall, Shellons St., 8 p.m. 

Quarterly, Ship Inn, 8 p.m. 

Second Tuesday in each month, 
Deal and Walmer Working 
Men's Club, West St., Deal. 

First Thursday in each month, 
The Limes, Preston St., 7.30 
p.m. 

GROUPS. 
(a) Dover, Folkestone, Hythe, Deal 
(b) Ramsgate, Sandwich, Margate 
(c) Canterbury, Ashford, Weald 
(d) Medway, Sittingbourne, Faversham 

LADIES' GUILD. 
President : HON. MRS. P. G. SCARLETT 

Branch 
London 
Dover 
Folkestone 
Deal 
Medway 
Ashford 

Chairman 
Mrs. D. E. Spinner 
Mrs. J. Crookenden, J.P. 
Mrs. R. G. Wood, J.P. 
Mrs. East 
Mrs. KingHolt 
Mrs. King 

Secretary 
Mrs. M. Lamb 
Mrs. J. Moyes 
Mrs. K. Mantell 
Mrs. G. Maxted 
Mrs. M. Sellens 
Mrs. L. Hale 

1st Cadet Battalion The Buffs—continued from p. 47 
for Certificate "A" examinations. Out of fifty 
or sixty cadets who recently presented them
selves for the examinations, a very high 
percentage were successful. 

Cadets continue to show high proficiency in 
shooting, and at a signals classification fest 
held at Deal, a number of Cadets qualified to 
wear the "crossed flags" badge. Seven cadets 
belonging to the Deal Company are about, to 
take an examination in Technical Training. 



POMANDER 
16th Century 

VINAIGRETTE 
l8tb Century 

THE E VOL UT ION OF  
THE BE A U T y  BOX 

N Tudor days dames of fashion carried the 
pomander—pomme (apple) denoting the shape and 
ambre (perfume) — a ball of perfume. 
When in the XVII century liquid perfumes super
seded the solid, the pomander gave place to the 
vinaigrette. 
Yet another aid to legitimate vanity was the patch 
box of the days of powdered hair. The XVIII 
century specimen shown above bears the motto 

Have communion with few 
be familiar with one 
deal juftly with all 
<& speak evil of none. 

These vanities were the forerunners of the modern 
flapjack Vanity Case — Eve's essential travelling 
companion. 

PATCH BOX 
18th Century 

VANITY CASE 
of Today 

THE GOLDSMITHS & 
SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD. 

112 REGENT STREET. 
LONDON, W.I 

ONLY ONE ADDRESS - TELEPHONE : REGENT 3021 
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Regimental Histories of The Buffs 

The following Histories may now be obtained from Secretary, 
P. and P. Association, The Buffs, 12 I.T.C. Canterbury. 

PRICE 
HISTORICAL RECORDS 

OF THE BUFFS 
1572—1704 

by H. R. Knight j 

Half bound in leather 
£1 10s. each 

HISTORICAL RECORDS 
OF THE BUFFS 

1704—1814 
1814—1914 

by C. R. B. Knight 

HISTORICAL RECORDS 
OF THE BUFFS 

1914—1919 
by R. S. H. Moody 

A SHORT HISTORY 
OF THE BUFFS 
by E Foster Hall 

In Two Parts 
£2 2s. 

Out of Print 

One ShiUing 

ALSO 
DRUMS AND DRUMMERS" 
by G. R Howe  Price 2/

Postage extya 

A.J.WHITE(HATTERS)Ld 
A. J. WHITE Mrs. WHITE 

CAP MAKERS 
TO THE 

REGIMENT 
J* 

SOLE SUPPLIERS 
OF THE 

FLEXOLYTE 
FIELD SERVICE 

CAP 

REGIMENTAL 
CLUB & SCHOOL 

COLOUR 
SPECIALIST 

FANCY TIES, 
SCARVES, 

ETC. 

MAKERS OF EVERY KIND 
OF 

LADIES' & GENT'S HEADWEAR 
Established over 80 years 

8 BURLINGTON GARDENS, W.l 
Telephone : REGENT 0582 

CONWAY WILLIAMS 
THE MAYFAIR TAILOR 

48 BROOK ST. , MAYFAIR, LONDON, W.l 
(Opposite Claridge's Hotel) 

AND 

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY 

Morning and Evening Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions 
Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits 

All Cloths cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand 
in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors 

REGIMENTAL TAILORS TO THE BUFFS REGIMENT 

Telephones: Telegrams: 
Mayfair 0945—Camberley 498 4 MiJitaila Wesdo, London" 



How to get 44 The Dragon'' 
pOR those wishing to receive the Paper direct through 

the post each month, the rates of subscriptions are : 
1 year, 8/. 6 months, 4/. 3 months, 2/. 

Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot the 
Buffs, Canterbury. 

25 YEARS OF CATERING FOR 
CANTERBURY AND GARRISON 
We have seen the change from large families 

and large joints, 
To small families and smaller joints, 
To rationing and even smaller joints. 
We make it our constant endeavour to help 

you through the week, 
And guarantee your Sunday joint, large or 

small. 
:: FAMILY BUTCHER :: 

Sausage 
Our well 

Established 
Speciality 

F. R. BEANEY Mlj 
(EXBUFF) ( 

22a MILITARY ROAD, Extensive 
CANTERBURY Refrigeration 

Telephone 2827 

Telephone 2107 Established 1818 

GIBBS andfjSONS 
G E N E R A L  P R I N T E R S  

A L L  C L A S S E S  O F  
MILITARY PRINTING 
EXECUTED AT SHORT 

NOTICE 

BALANCE SHEETS POSTERS 
PROGRAMMES 

SPORTS FIXTURE CARDS 

PRINTERS OF THIS JOURNAL 

E S T I M A T E S  G I V E N  

HAWKES & Co., Ltd. 
MILITARY TAILORS SINCE 1771 

Uniforms Made to'Measure 

or for Immediate Wear 

at Competitive Prices 

Regimental Tailors to 

THE BUFFS 

1 SAVILE ROW, LONDON, W.l  
68 HIGH STREET,  CAMBERLEY 
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SIGNS/ 
To know what to do is only half the secret of 
success—the other half is knowing when to do 
it. A cold or 'flu attack needs the right treat
ment at the right moment. When the first 
sneezy, shivering, sniffling symptoms come— 
it's then you should take action by taking 
a couple of 'ASPRO' tablets. 'ASPRO' 
wastes no time—its action is safe, soothing and 
instant—it reduces the temperature, clears the 
head, dispels the chilly feelings. A wise plan is 
to take two more 'ASPRO' tablets with a 
hot drink on going to bed. In all probability 
that will be the last you will know of the cold. 

V 5 ASPROtofchf aitk a 
Xfc HOT m\HK.TO-N/e//T! 

I Obtainable NEVER WITHOUT 'ASPRO9 

from vour Dear Sirs, 7 Hornby Terrace, Morecambe. 
J I am never really without a few 'ASPRO' tablets 

N.A.A. F. I. as theY do disPel a cold. I am always out of doors 
on my job and we use 'ASPRO* at the least sign 

GANTEEN of a cold Yours faithfully, D. JAR VIS. 
IPH J:fiO Mad* ln England by ASPRO LIMITED, Slough, Bucks 

TYPEWRITERS, 
FOR SALE OR HIRE 

Typewriters Repaired 

H. J. GOULDEN, Ltd. 
CANTERBURY AND DOVER 

Telephone 2785 

FRANK J. SANGERS 
(EX BUFFS) 

Jfamilg JMchtr 
LICENSED DEALER IN GAME 

You can rely upon the 
P R I V A T E  T R A D E R  
for Value, Courtesy and Service 

114 NORTHGATE St., CANTERBURY 

By Appointment 

To the Late King George K. 

Established 1799 
J. H. & J. BROOKE, Ltd. 

Wine Merchants 
LONDON 

27 CLEMENTS LANE, E.C.4 
Telephone : MANsion House, 5301 (3 lines) 

FOLKESTONE 
134 SANDGATE ROAD 

Telephone: Folkestone 3123 (2 lines) 

HYTHE 
78 HIGH STREET 

Telephone : Hythe 6301 
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Ccicbjtr to .. 

Uniform & Equipment 

CAMBRIDGE CIRCUS 
LONDON  W.C.2 
Telephone : TEMple Bar 1814 (7 lines) 
Grams : "Alclothes," Westcent, Lond. 

A L D E R S H O T  
A M E S B U R Y  
C A M B E R L E Y  
C H E S T E R  
D E E P C U T 
F O L K E S T O N E  
N E W A R K  
O X F O R D  
U C K F I E L D 

CIVIL & MILITARV TAILORS 

TELEPHONE 
2566 

COMPLETE OUTFITTERS 

CLOTHES WHICH BEAR THE 
AUTHORITATIVE STAMP OF 
QUALITY IN EVERY DETAIL 

CUT & MADE ON THE PREMISES 

WARRENS (CANTERBURY) LTD. 

14/16 SUN STREET CANTERBURY 

VYEiSON 
G/oee/p S'ihce i8i? 
BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY 

TROPHIES 
DESIGNED & MADE BY CRAFTSMEN 
For threequarters of a century the name 
F. PHILLIPS has been synonymous with 
Trophies representing artistic perfection as well 
as sound economy. Cups, Shields, Medals, etc., 
are supplied from stock, or to special design. 

Quotations gladly submitted. 

F. PHILLIPS, 
(F. PHILLIPS and R. A. GARRATT)"=^ 
Wellington Street, Alder shot 

THE SINGING KETTLE 
R E S T A U R A N T  
(Opposite Cavalry Barracks Gates) 

L U N C H E O N S . T E A S  S U P P E R S  
Weekdays—9 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
Sundays—10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

SQUAD PARTIES 
CATERED FOR 

Proprietor : 
S. WILLOUGHBY 
(Late THE BUFFS) 

FOR : : : : 

ACCURACY IN DISPENSING 
AND : : : : 
RELIABILITY IN ALL MEDICAL 

AND SURGICAL GOODS 
oo 

WALKER & HARRIS, Ltd. 
Sun Street and Northgate Street, 

CANTERBURY 



The Questions You Ask.. 4 

Who 
Ou>hj 

ffaafi . . 

YOU DO . . . Naafi is YOUR show. 
Through your Institute Committee 
YOU have a direct voice in the 
running of your unit canteen. Every 
month a cash rebate on purchases in 
your Naafi is returned to your P.R.I, 
or P.S.I, who spends it for the com
munal benefit of the unit, in accord
ance with the recommendations of 
your Institute Committee. One month 
the money may be spent on a wireless 
set for your hut, another time it may 
be used to buy sports equipment, or 

to provide free transport to a dance or sports meeting. Some of the money may be set aside for 
the purchase of newspapers or magazines for your reading room, and your special social events 
are probably paid for out of Naafi rebate. 

Naafi has no shareholders and no private capital. It is entirely self-supporting and makes no 
appeal for public subscriptions. Naafi pays its way on commercial lines, returning ail profits to its 
Service customers either in rebate, discount, special amenities, Clubs or grants to Service Welfare 
and Benevolent Funds. 

Naafi policy is directed by a council of twelve. Presided over by Admiral Sir Harold 
M. Burroughs, K.C.B., K.B.E., D.S.O., this council consists of four representatives nominated by 
each of the Service Ministries. Actual administration is in the hands of a Board of Management, 
comprising of a serving officer from each of the Services and four civilians from the world of " big 
business." 

Naafi, greatest trading organisation of its kind in the world, does its utmost to give the serving 
man what he wants in his own canteen. 

NAAFI 
(Official canteen organisation of H.M. Forces in war and peace) 

HUXLEY TOWERS, CLAYGATE, ESHER, SURREY 



THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment). 
The Dragon. In each of the four corners the United Red and White Rose ensigned with the Imperial Crown. 

Veteri Frondescit Honore 
44 Blenheim," 44 Ramillies," 44 Oudenarde," 44 Malplaquet," 44 Dettingen," 44 Guadaloupe, 1759," "Douro, " 
44 Talavera," 44 Albuhera," 44Vittoria," 44 Pyrenees," 44Nivel!e," 44Nive," 44 Orthes," 44 Toulouse," 
"Peninsula," 44Punnlar," 44 Sevastopol," 44Taku Forts," 44 South Alrica, 1879," 44Chitral," 44 Relief of 

Kimberley," 44 Paardeberg," 44 South Africa, 190002." 
The Great Wat—16 Battalions.—44 Aisne, 1914," 44 Armentieres, 1914," 44 Ypres, 1915, '17," 44 Gravenstafel> 
"St. Julien," " Frezenberg," 44 Bellewaarde," 44 Hooge, 1915," 44 Loos," 44 Somme, 1916, '18," "Albert, 1916, 
'18," " Bazentin," " Delville Wood," " Pozieres," " FlersCourcellette," " Morval," "Thiepval," " Le Transloy," 
"Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," 44 Arras, 1917," " Scarpe, 1917," " Messines, 1917," " Pilckem," " Pass
chendaele," " Cambrai, 1917, '18," "St. Quentin," " Avre," 44 Amiens," " Bapaume, 1918," 4 4 Hindenburg Line," 
" Hp6hy," "St. Quentin Canal," " Selle," " Sambre," "France and Flanders, 191418," 44 Struma's," " Doiran, 
1915," "Macedonia, 191518," "Gaza," 44 Jerusalem," "Tell 'Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Aden," "Tigris, 
1916," " Kut al Amara, 1917," 4 Baghdad," " Mesopotamia, 191518." 

Agents—Lloyds Bank, Ltd., C.ox's& King's Branch. Regimental Journal—" The Dragon Canterbury. 
Regimental Association—The Past and Present Association, The Buffs, Canterbury. 

Record and Pay Office ... Ashford, Middlesex. 
Allied Regiment of The Canadian Army. 

The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada. 
Cclonel-m Chief ... ... His Majesty Christian X, King of Denmark, K.G., G.C.B., G.C.V.O.... 12/5'li 
Colonel MajorGeneral Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C., ret. pay, p.s.c. ... 4/6/43 
Officer Comdg. 3 P.T.C. and Buffs Depot, Canterbury—Lt.Col. F. W. B. Parry. 

Regular and Militia Battalions. 
Uniform—Scarlet. Facings—Buff. 

\st Battalion (3rd Foot)—Laud Forces, Greece 2nd Battalion (3rd Foot)—S.R.A.LF. 
3rd Battalion (East Kent Militia)—Canterbury 

Territorial Army Battalions. 
4th Battalion (Canterbury). Hon. Colonel ... Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D. 
5th Battalion (In abeyance). Hon. Colonel ... Col. R. B. Burns, T.D., D.L. 

1/8/46 
5/12/45 

Name 

§ Allen, E. H. 
§ Rice, N. D. 

§ Marshall, F. A. J. E.. 
D.S.O., M.B.E., M.C. 

Hall, R. F., M.C. 
Boucher, V., C.B.E. ... 

Reid, T. R., M.C. 
Fox, P. R. H., M.C. ... 
Hoare, N. R. ... 

Rose, A. J. D., O.B.E.... 
King, J. E., D.S.O. ... 

Knocker, H. S. 
Coates, D. C. ... 
Airy, R. A 
Bruce, R. P. C., M.C. ... 
Nicholson, J. G., C.B.E. 
LyndenBell, P. T. G. ... 
Dewar, M. P. D., M.B.E. 
Parry, F. W. B. 
Spear, T. H., O.B.E. ... 

Oliver, G. R. F., D.S.O. 
Parry, R. F., M.C. ... 
Williams, H. P. 

Connolly, J. F., D.S.O. 
Craig, B. H 
Reeves, N. R 
Tuff, C. R 
Jelf, A. G 

Craddock, R. W., 
D.S.O., M.B.E. 

Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E. 
Grace, H. R. 
Scott, R. S., M.B.E. ... 
HarrisSt. John, B. J.... 
Lewis, P. J. 

Present Unit or Appointment 
LIEUTENANTCOLONELS. 

... A.Q.M.G., H.Q., Southern Command. 

... T/Brig., VicePresident Claims Commission 
and Director of Hirings and Disposals 
(Fixed Assets), S.R.A.LF. 

T/Brig., 430 H.Q., U.N.R.R.A., B.A.O.R. 
T/Col., O.C. No. 1 Transit Group, S.R.A.C. 
T/Brig., Student, Imperial Defence College. 

MAJORS. 
Buffs Depot. 
O.C. Buffs Depot Coy., Canterbury. 
Polish Resettlement Corp., North Eastern 

Command, U.K. 
T/Col., Deputy Mil. Sec., G.H.Q., M.R.L.F. 
T/Lt.Col., Deputy Garrison Commander, 

Bicester. 
T/Lt.Col., A.A.G., H.Q., Burma Command. 
T/Lt.Col., B.A.S. Polish Resettlement Corps. 
T/Lt.Col., A.G. 14, C.M.P. 
T/Lt.Col., O.C. 2 Buffs, 
T/Col., Seconded to Foreign Office. 
T/Lt.Col., Home Counties I.T.C. 
T/Lt.Col., O.C. H.C.I.T.C., Shorncliffe. 
T/Lt.Col., O.C. 3 P.T.C. 
T/Brig., Head British Military Mission to 

Belgium, Brussels. 
T/Lt.Col., O.C. 1 Buffs. 
T/Lt.Col., Buffs Depot. 
T/Lt.Col., A.A. & Q.M.G. Static Element, 

7 Armd. Div., B.A.O.R. 
T/Lt.Col., O.C. 163 O.C.T.U. 
1 Buffs. 
T/Lt.Col., S.O. 1 (P.T.), G.H.Q., M.R.L.F. 
T/Lt.Col., G.S.O.l M.I.I 1, War Office. 
Bde. Maj., 2 S.D.F. Inf. Bde., Keren, 
Eritrea. 

T/Lt.Col., G.S.O.l M.O.I, War Office. 
T/Lt.Col., G.S.O.l M.O.4, War Office. 
G.S.O.2 (Ops.), H.Q. 1 Corps, B.A.O.R. 
T/Lt.Col., 70 H.Q., C.C.G., B.A.O.R. 
2 i/c 2 Buffs. 
O.C. Buffs Coy.H.C.I.T.C. 

CAPTAINS. 
Rdlmanu, R. L C., M.C. T/Maj., 2 Buffs, 
Edmeades, R. W. 

Rawlings, A. C. 
Horley, B. M. ... 
Bailey, N. T 
Ravenhill, R. A. C. 

§ Supernumerary. 

T/Maj., G.S.O.2, Allied Liaison Branch, 
C.C.G. (B.R.), B.A.O.R. 

D.A.P.M., London District. 
T/Maj., G.S.O.2, H.Q., S.R.A.LF 
T/Maj., 2 Buffs. 
T/Maj., Bde. Maj., 131 Inf. Bde. (T.A.), 

Tunbridge Wells, 

Name 
Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E. 
Samuelson, J. P. W., ... 

M.C 
Dendy, R. H 
Lucas, J. P 
Norris, N. F. H. C. ... 

Majendie, A. R. 
Harbord, K. P. G. 
Blaxland, W. G. 
Gay, A. W 
Bossom, C 
Montgomery, D. 
McGrath, B., M.C. ... 
Lindley, P. A. N. 
Morgan, F. de R., M.C. 
Poulsen. N. D 
Cox, R. G., M.C. 
Collins, H. A 
Critchley, L O. 
Crichton, R. F. 
Worts, J. B., M.C. ... 
Semmence, R. G. H. ... 

May, J. F 
Court, D. N 
GordonWilson, N. F— 

Nash, J. P 
ffrench Blake, M. A. O'B, 
Hadshar, R. G. 
Iliffe, R. O 
Dunglinson, W. G. H— 
Thorneycroft, F. R. ... 
Barrett, D. P. R. 
Macdonald, R. W. 
Marshall, F 
Dent, J. B 
Dubois, G. R 
Harley, D. B 
Peckham, A. D. 
Johnson, T. S. ... 
Squire, S. J 
Wilson, P. F 
Hamilton, C. M. 

Present Unit or Appointment 
T/Maj., 3 P.T.C. 

T/Lt.Col., G.S.O.l, Min. of Defence. 

T/Maj., 1 Buffs. 
T/Maj., G.S.O.2 (Trg.), 1 Dist. Corps, 

B.A.O.R. 
T/Maj., D.A.A.G., G.H.Q., M.R.L.F. 

T/Maj., 1 Buffs. 
46 (T.T.), K.A.R, . 
T/Maj., 2 Buffs. 
T/Maj., Bde. Maj., 9 Inf. Bde., M.R.L.F. 
T/Maj., D.A.A.G., H.Q., B.T.A., C.M.F. 
G.S.O. 3 H.Q. 139 Inf. Bde. C.M.F. 
T/Maj., 2 (W.A.) P.T.C., West Africa. 
Language Course, China. 
Adjt. 4 Buffs 
T/Maj., 1 Buffs. 
T/Maj., 1 Buffs. 
2/4 Gurkha Rifles, India. 
Staff Captain, H.Q., Rast Africa Command. 

LIEUTENANTS 

T/Maj., D.A.Q.M.G. H.Q., Burma Com
mand. 

W.S./Capt., 1 Buffs. 
T/Capt., Adjt. 3 P.T.C. 
G.S.O. 2, M.I. 2, War Office. 

W.S./Capt., Home Counties I.T.C. 
T/Capt., C.M.F. 
T/Capt., 4/14 Punjab Regt., India. 
T/Maj., 3/1 Gurkha Rifles, India. 

1 Wilts, India. 
5 Raj. Rif., India. 

Gatehouse, H. R. 
Howe, L G 
Phillips, L. M 

Martin, H. J., M.B.E... 
Ricketts, G. A 
Ransley, P. W., M.B.E. 
Williams, L. J. , 

2 War wicks, M.R.L.F. 

2 Buffs. 
2 Buffs. 

2ND LIEUTENANTS. 
W.S./Lt. 

W.S./Lt. 
QUARTERMASTERS . 
Maj. (Q.M.), H.C.I.T.C. 
Capt., (Q.M.) 3 P.T.C. and Depot the Buffs. 
T/Maj., School of Chemical Warfare, 

. T/Maj. (Q.M.) 1 BM JS. 
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Personalia. 
VY7E report, with much pleasure, that our 

ColonelinChief is making good progress 
towards recovery from his recent illness. 

We congratulate the Colonel of the Regiment 
on his appointment as President of the Kent 
County Cricket Club for the year 1947. We 
wish him a prosperous year of office and the 
County XI a successful season. 

We feel sure that our readers will deeply 
sympathize with Lieut.Colonel L. C. R. 
Messel, whose lovely house, Nymans, Hand
cross, Sussex, was completely destroyed by 
fire on 19th February. It will be remembered 
that Major Messel raised the 3/4th Battalion 
of The Buffs at Canterbury in 1915 ; this 
Battalion was later merged into the 4th Reserve 
Battalion, The Buffs, and the whole (over 
1,500 strong) remained under the command of 
Colonel Messel until the end of February, 1918. 
Nymans, in addition to its magnificent library, 
was full of artistic treasures. Colonel Messel is 
a distinguished gardener and a frequent and 
successful exhibitor at the shows of the Royal 
Horticultural Society. 

THE PERFECT PASTICHE. 
"Notices in the daily Press of destruction by 

fire of Nymans all stated that it was an old 
Sussex house, The Times going so far as to 
describe it as partly 14th century and mainly 
Elizabethan. Actually it was rebuilt for Colonel 
and Mrs. Messel between 192232 and, as these 
obituaries imply, was a very clever reproduction. 
When inherited by Colonel Messel^—wellknown 

as an amateur gardener—it was an ugly Vic
torian house, but with a matured garden in 
which limehating shrubs thrived. But Mrs. 
Messel had always hoped to live in an old 
Cotswold house—where azaleas refuse to grow. 
The dilemma was solved by transforming the 
Victorian Nymans into a perfect pastiche of a 
Cotswold manor. Yet it was not a fake, since 
there was no intention to mislead. All who 
have enjoyed the owners' hospitality and now 
famous garden (where the beautiful hybrid 
shrub Encryphia Nymans ay was raised) must 
wish to condole with them in the loss not only 
of their home but of a real (if not genuine) work 
of art." 

(With acknowledgments to Country Life.) 

Lieut.Colonel Guy Lee, who has been in 
hospital with bronchial trouble, is now much 
better and has returned to Wales to attend to 
his duties as Commanding Officer of the 5th 
(Merioneth) Cadet Battalion. 

Lieut.Colonel G. R. Howe has recently 
undergone a very severe operation in the 
Ashford (Kent) Hospital. His many friends 
will be glad to hear that he is going on very 
well. 

Lieut.Colonel T. N. Penlington retired on 
February 20th. He is now employed in a 
civilian capacity as Senior Control Officer and 
is the Kreis Resident Officer of the Laidkreis of 
Plon, in Holstein. We wish him the best of 
luck for the future. 
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Major and Mrs, George Chapman, who are 
on a visit to this country from Canada, have 
recently been staying in Canterbury and have 
seen many of their friends. 

Major and Mrs. N. F. H. C Norris have 
recently been on a month's leave, of which 
they spent three weeks at the B.A.O.R. leave 
centre at Ehrwald in Austria, where they met 
Lieut.Colonel H. P. Williams and his wife. 
Major H. R. Grace, whose office is close to that 
of Major Norris, is expecting his wife to join 
him soon. 

Geoffrey Simon now has his headquarters in 
Indianopolis. He has recently completed six 
months Marketing training assigned to the 
Indiana Division. His travels have taken him 
through New York, Chicago, Vermont State, 
Kentucky, and all over Indiana. Towards the 
end of March he expects to go to Texas to 
spend two months on the Oilfields, 

Mr, Stroud is retiring on April 4th, 1947, 
having reached the age limit for service. He 
served in the Regiment for 23| years, going to 
pension with the rank of C.S.M. He then 
served for 23J years on the Army Recruiting 
Staff. We wish him the best of luck for the 
future and understand that he will continue to 
reside at Maidstone. 

Births, Marriages and Deaths. 
BIRTH. 

Hadshar.—On March 5th, 1947, at Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent, to Barbara {nee Greiff), wife of 
Captain G. Hadshar, The Buffs, a daughter. 

MARRIAGE. 
Edlmann—Grylls.—On March 1st, 1947, at 

the Parish Church, Portishead, Major Ernest 
Lome Campbell Edlmann, The Buffs, younger 
son of the late Major Ernest Elliot Edlmann, 
D.S.O., R.A., and Mrs. Edlmann, Church 
Crookham, Iiants., to Marguerite Mary, twin 
daughter of Lieut.Colonel W. M. Grylls, I.A., 
and Mrs. Grylls, Down House, Portishead, 
Somerset. 

Tuition. 
W. H. Wyles, F.P.C.A is prepared to accept 

a few pupils for coaching for qualified book
keeper examinations. Details—97 Heaton Road, 
Canterbury. 

Regimental Gazette. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
FRIDAY, 7TH FEBRUARY, 1947, DATED TUESDAY, 

11TH FEBRUARY, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
THE BUFFS.—W.S./Lt. J. G. M. Price 

(201966) relinquishes his commn., 24th Nov., 
1946, and is granted the hon. rank of Maj. 
SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE 
OF TUESDAY, 18TH FEBRUARY, 1947, DATED 

FRIDAY, 21ST FEBRUARY, 1947. 
The following officers are awarded the 

Efficiency Medal (Territorial) :— 
The Buffs.—Major (Hon. Lt.Colonel) 

L. K. Dismore (78541), Major (Hon. Lieut.
Colonel) A. D. Harrison (90294), Captain 
(Hon. Major) D. A, Boyd (70347), Lieut. 
(Hon. Captain) B. N. Eckhard (149169). 

REGULAR ARMY. 
THE BUFFS.—Lt. (W.S./Capt.) R. G. H. 

Semmence (353977), to be Capt., 21st February, 
1947. 

2nd Lt. (W.S./Lt.) Harold Robert Gatehouse 
(375283), from Emerg. Commn., Ind. Army, to 
be 2nd Lt., 22nd February, 1947, with seniority, 
5th October, 1945. 

Major T. N. Penlington (18151), having 
exceeded the age for retirement, is placed on 
ret. pay, 20th February, 1947, and is granted 
the hon. rank of Lt.Col. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 

TUESDAY, 25TH FEBRUARY, 1947, DATED 
FRIDAY, 28TH FEBRUARY, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. C. M. Hamilton 

(304911) to be Lt., 28th February, 1947. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
FRIDAY, 7TH MARCH, 1947, DATED TUESDAY, 

11TH MARCH, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

THE BUFFS.—Lt.Col. G. R. Howe (14067) 
having attained the age limit of liability to 
recall, ceases to belong to the Res. of Offrs., 
9th March, 1947. 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No. 6 ISSUED ON 6TH FEBRUARY, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to 
be T/Capt. :— 
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Gillette 

steel is of 

glass-cutting 

hardness 

2f6 FOR IO 
INCL. TAX 

Hard, electrically tempered steel 
of the most exacting specification. 
Long  lasting, 3  facet edges 
sharper than a surgeon's scalpel. 
Grinding, honing and stropping 
on microsensitive machines. All 
are features pioneered by Gillette 
— but even more convincing will 
be your first delightfully quick, 
goodlooking Gillette shave. After 
the third or fourth you'll realise 
they're economical too ! 

6Good Mor9 

begin 
with Gillette 

BEECHAM'S PILLS 
Make them your 

Qolden Rule of Health 
Obtainable everywhere 

I S S U E D  B Y  G O D F R E Y  P H I L L I P S  L I M I T E D  

"3'471 
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How many 
Smiths can 

you name? 
Goldsmith, black
smith, gur smith, 
c o p p e r s m i t h ,  
locksmith: ten to 
one, before your 
list is halfadozen 

; ,  y o u  w i i i  
of the news, 

book and station
ery " Smith." For 

the Smith who supplies your newspapers and maga
zines, the books you buy and the books you borrow, 
your stationery (and, on occasion, does your 
printing, your bookbinding and your advertising) is 
at your service at 1,500 bookshops and station 
bookstalls throughout England and Wales. 

The W. H. Smith & Son bookshop or bookstall 
manager or assistant is a cheerful and deservedly 
popular personality; and if presentday supply 
problems have somewhat reduced the number and 
variety of his wares, so that he is sometimes unable 
to supply all your needs, he is nevertheless still the 
best source for those that are available. 

W. H.  SMITH & SON 
1,500 BOOKSHOPS AND STATION BOOKSTALLS 
Head Office : W. H. Smith & Son, Ltd., Strand Honse, London, W.C.2 

COLDS 
If you have a cold get a silpplyof 
Phensic from the Naafi or a chem
ist and the chances are you will 
kill your cofld almost overnight, 
taking Phensic as direcfed.Phensic 
exercises a gentlestimulus on the 
kidneys and this helps to rid the 
system of thepoisons which cause 
the catarrhal symptoms: stuffy 
nose, running eyeS, tfthick' head, 
painful pressure behind the eyes. 
And as for the aches and pains 
which so often accompany a chill 
headache, backache, shoot
ing nerve painsthese fade 
right away. So take a tip— 
get some Phensic now ! 

CHILLS 
NERVE 

and 
MUSCLE 

PAINS -
You can have 

relief right 
NOW f 

The grand tonic 
painrelieving tablet! 

S  H  A V  E X  
The Perfect Two Minute Shave 

NO SOAP  NO BRUSH  NO LATHER 

For shaving when in 
a hurry it is mar
vellous — a perfect 
shave in two minutes. 
No water needed, 
but ii you have 
water moisten your 
face before using 
Shavex. You can 
shave in a quarter of 
the time that it 
takes with soap and 
brush and your skin 
will feel as fresh as 
a daisy. Almond Oil 
in Shavex keeps the 
face young and takes 
a w a y  w r i n k l e s .  
Smear tShavex over 
the face when you 
have shaved and 
your skin will keep 
young, fresh and free 
from blemishes. 

Millions all over the world are now using 
Shavex. Beware of imitations—there is 
nothing like Shavex—the antiseptic shaving 

cream—the first on the market. 

SHAVEX everywhere 
1/3 and MI0£ (including Purchase Tax) 
Obtainable at N.A.A.F.I., Boots, Wool
worth's, Timothy Whites & Taylors, Ltd. and 

all Chemists and Stores. 
S H A V E X  ZEE-KOL CO., L T D .  

40 Bavaria Road, London, N.19 
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THE BUFFS.—W. B. Channell (300192), 1st 
February, 1947. 

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) 
(A/Maj.) to be T/Maj. and W.S./Capt. :— 

THE BUFFS.—E. G. Heimsath (251592), 13th 
November, 1946. 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No. 7 ISSUED ON 13TH FEBRUARY, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
The undermentioned Maj. (T/Lt.Col.) to be 

T/Brig. and W.S./Lt.Col. :— 
THE BUFFS.—J. G. Nicholson, C.B.E. (33734), 

9th December, 1944. 
The undermentioned Maj. (T/Lt.Col) to be 

T/Col. and W.S./Lt.Col. 
THE BUFFS.—A. J. D. Rose, O.B.E. (15862), 

12th April, 1946. 
THE BUFFS.—W.S./Lt.Col. (T/Brig.) J. G. 

Nicholson, C.B.E. (33734), relinquishes T/Brig. 
and retains T/Col., 3rd June, 1946. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) 

(A/Maj.) to be T/Maj. and W.S./Capt. :— 
THE BUFFS.—O. L. Tingcombe (350774), 4th 

August, 1946. 
The undermentioned W.S./Lts. (A/Capts.) to 

be T/Capts. :— 
THE BUFFS.—J. E. Scott (354628), 25th July 

1946 ; A. D. Hill (290838), 11th October, 1946 
V. J. Sayer (324947), 5th November, 1946 
K. Stowell (184094), 1st December, 1946. 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No. 8 ISSUED ON 20TH FEBRUARY, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
M.E. Orders 
THE BUFFS.—Maj. (T/Lt.Col.) A. G. Jelf 

(41158), relinquishes T/Lt.Col., 1st November, 
1946. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
The undermentioned W.S./Capt. (T/Maj.) 

relinquishes T/Maj. :— 
THE BUFFS.—D. H. Beale (219824), 23rd 

August, 1946 (B.A.O.R.). 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No. 9 ISSUED ON 27TH FEBRUARY, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to 
be T/Capt. 

THE BUFFS.—O, V. Maxim (360193), 11th 
February, 1947. 

The Buffs War Memorial Fund, 
1939—1945. 

^PHE objects of the Memorial are :— 
* (a) A Book of Life in which will be inscribed 

the names of those in The Buffs and the Queen's 
Own Rifles of Canada who lost their lives in 
the recent war. 

(b) To contribute towards the cost of placing 
suitable stained glass in the windows of the 
Warriors' Chapel. 

(c) To erect an altar in the Warriors' Chapel, 
so that it may become a place for meditation 
and prayer and for occasional services* 

This altar, properly furnished, will be in 
memory of all who have ever served in The 
Buffs. 

Donations should be sent to the Hon. 
Treasurer, The Buffs War Memorial Fund, 
Depot The Buffs, Canterbury, Kent. The 
target is £5,000. Please help us to attain this. 

DONATIONS. 

Captain L. P. Causton 
Lieut. C. Williams 
Captain and Mrs. M. G. Delves 
Major J. B. Ponder 
Colonel D. J. Dean 
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. T. N. Penlington .. 
A. L. Fish, Esq. 
Mr. B. Couchman ... 
Major A. C. Grigg 
Captain S. Thomas 
Miss Bridget Hickey ... 
Folkestone Branch, P.P.A. and "D" Com 

pany Club 
Mr. J. H. Smith 
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. E. A. Airy ... 
Mrs. G. Murphy ... 
Major F. W. Tomlinson 
Officers' War Memorial Fund, The Buffs .. 
Per London Branch, P.P.A. :— 
Major H. G. James 2 
C. Pane 
E. Shute 
Captain G. J. Emery 
W. H. Pitkin 1 
Major P. Dare 
Members, Canterbury Branch, P.A.P.A. 
Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Bryan 
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. A. O'B. ffrench Blake 
Lieut.Colonel R. M. Watson 

2 
2 

10 
5 
0 

£ s. d. 
5 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
5 0 0 
5 0 0 
5 5 0 
2 2 0 

12 0 
5 5 0 

12 0 
2 6 

16 10 0 
1 0 0 
5 0 0 
1 1 0 
5 5 0 

50 0 0 

3 19 6 

0 0 
0 6 
0 0 
0 0 
2 0 

Total to date £*1,663 2 3 

Our Contemporaries. 
"The Tank" (December, 1946; January, February, 

March, 1947). "Our Empire Today" (Christmas 
Number, 1946 ; January, February, 1947). "The Snap
per" (December, 1946 ; January, February, March, 
1947). "The Suffolk Regimental Gazette " (November
December, 1946; January, February, 1947). "The 
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1st Annual Reunion, 309 Lt.A.A, Battery, R.A. 
January 6th, 1947 

New Inn, Westminster Bridge Road, S.E.I 

[Photo by E. Sharp 

Queen's Own Gazette" (Christmas, 1946; January, Feb
ruary, 1947). "St. George's Gazette" (NovemberDecem
ber, 1946; January, 1947). "The Green Howards' Gazette" 
(December, 1946; January, February, 1947). "The 
Gunner" (January, February, March, 1947). "Journal 
of The Royal Army Service Corps (December, 1946 ; 
January, 1947). "The Sapper" (January, 1947). "Journal 
of the Honourable Artillery Company (December, 1946 ; 
January, 1947). "Journal of the Army Catering Corps" 
(January, 1947). "The Iron Duke" (February, 1947). 
"Springbok" (January, 1947). "The Green Tiger" 
(February, 1947). 

Captain Belcher 
Y^APTAIN Belcher, of the Gurkhas, was a 
^'veritable Adonis. Indeed, you might well 
scour the seven seas and search the six 
continents without finding his match. In the 

regiment he was always known as Rufus Belcher 
on account of the unruly mop of hair, like spun 
copper, which adorned his head. Add to this a 
pair of merry piercing blue eyes set amongst 
features like a Greek god's, broad shoulders, a 
magnificent chest and narrow hips, and you will 
understand why every girl's heart on board the 
ship fluttered excitedly and delightedly at the 
sight of him. And when he stripped to the waist 
they just panted helplessly. Any of them, or 
the whole lot, would have done anything he 
wished, gladly, ecstatically, continuously. 

But Rufus was not interested. This was a 
pity in some ways, for on that voyage in the 
troopship Hertfelt shire, there were a great many 
real smashers—at least, all the other officers 
seemed to think so. And so did the troops when 
dances were held. By day they would look 



T H E  D R A G O N  53 

enviously at what they vulgarly called "the 
officers' perks". In that ship, on that voyage, 
you knew beforehand that every dance would 
go with a swing. That was some months ago 
when the Wrens were going home from Colombo. 
Handpicked, they were, so no wonder. 

There is not room to say much about Molly 
Damour except that Lancelot D'Amour, her 
remote ancestor, came over with William the 
Conqueror. The residue of Norman blood that 
coursed through her veins imparted to her just 
that little extra bit of je ne sait quoi that left 
other girls in the chorus, so to speak. 

Now we come to Captain Olaf Homburg. 
There's no need to say what regiment he was in 
because he was never with it very long. He 
was the sort of chap that gets pushed off on 
minor staff jobs like Garrison Assistant Deputy 
Sanitary Officer (A.D.S.O.) and that sort of 
thing. You know, the kind of job to which a 
subaltern who is no good gets sent and is 
promoted in consequence. He was undoubtedly 
rather an unpleasant piece of work. But the 
strange thing was that no sooner had he stowed 
his kit in a iourteen berth cabin than he made 
a dead set at Molly. And even more odd, Molly 
fell for him at once. Some girls are like that. 
They seem to be fascinated sometimes by sheer 
ugliness. 

All the other officers were mad about it. 
Naturally they didn't see why such a lovely 
girl should cotton on to a creature like Homburg. 
All the officers, that is, except Rufus Belcher. 
He played deck tennis madly all day or else 
went swimming for amazingly long periods 
under water. Just like a brindleckotter, he was. 
in the water—or a goldfish. 

After about a week Molly began to tire of 
Olaf. With a woman's intuition she saw through 
him and didn't like what she saw. But she had 
such a kind heart that she didn't like to snub 
him, and he never left her alone. He would 
trail round after her like a faithful hound. 
After a bit Molly was getting desperate and 
secretly decided that she would have to murder 
him. The difficulty was, how ? It is hard 
enough, she had learnt by watching the flicks, 
to murder anyone ashore and get away with 
it. The secret of success seemed to be to do it 
without a motive. Every detective she had 
ever seen or read about invariably looked for 
the motive. Once that was found the rest was 
merely a matter of form. 

So she went ahead with her plans, being 
careful not to have a motive. It was an 
ingenious plan, you are bound to admit. She 
knew Olaf could not swim, and she knew that 

he did not know that she could. So she asked 
him to meet her very early one mofning at the 
swimming pool, which in the Hertfeltshire was 
right out of sight on the top deck. Olaf hated 
water but he loved Molly, so he jumped at the 
idea. The thought of being alone with her as 
the sun peeped over the horizon was just too 
romantic. 

On the appointed day Molly met Olaf. Of 
course she could have easily pushed him in and 
rushed off hysterically whilst he drowned. But 
there was always a chance that he might 
struggle out. So she went in herself at the 
shallow end and waded into the deep end 
where she went through the motions of drowning 
very realistically. What else could Olaf do but 
go in after her? Then she struggled like 
anything. Olaf kept on being ducked until he 
was nearly out of breath and ripe for drowning. 

Then everything went wrong. Rufus turned 
up in very brief bathing pants and looking 
more than ever like a Greek god with the 
roseate hues of dawn shining on his tanned 
torso, and all that sort of thing. He cast one 
swift glance at the struggling, milling limbs in 
the water. "By Gad," he mutteied, "the girl's 
in trouble"—and dived in. He shoved Olaf 
into the shallow end and then put his arm 
round Molly. He would not have been human 
if he had not got a thrill when he felt her heart 
fluttering under his hand. 

Then Molly did a strange thing. She lay 
limp and listless in his arms as he climbed up 
the ladder. Then she opened her eyes and 
looked into his. That was too much even for 
Rufus. There and then he made up his mind. 

"Molly," he whispered, "will you marry me ?" 
"Oh, darling !" she sighed. 
So everything ended all right, and Olaf got 

an Albert Medal for gallantry at sea. 
R.T. 

A MAN arriving home in the small hours of 
the morning, having a wholesome fear of 

his wife, decided to proceed with caution. 
Taking off his boots, he crept noiselessly 

upstairs, stealthily opened the bedroom door, 
and, with the greatest care, crawled into bed. 
With a sigh of relief he went off to sleep. 

In the morning he looked around for his wife 
and suddenly remembered she had been staying 
with an aunt for the past fortnight ! 

{Our Empire To-day.) 
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The Past and Present 
Association. 

Life Members. 
FEBRUARY 1ST—28TH, 1947. 

London Branch.—Plumley, A. E. F., Cave, T. F. P. 
Dover Branch.—Hart, Captain M. 
Ramsgate Branch.—Ingram, S. W., Richardson, C., 

Gore, C. 
Hythe.—Pierce, L. R. (Life Associate), Atkins, W. 
Folkestone Branch.—Seton, R. C., Harrowing, Lieut.

Colonel W. W. 

Annual Members. 
FEBRUARY 1ST—28TH, 1947. 

Ashford Branch.—Russell, H. W., Gibbons, J., Beale, 
R. C. 

London Branch.—Bond, R. P., Rootes, P. J., Boxer, 
R. G. C., Levy, E. 

Weald Branch.—Larkin, W. 
Ramsgate Branch.—Chamberlain, A. E. 
Canterbury Branch.—Wigg, F. F., Barber, J. W. 
Folkestone Branch.—Solly, E. F. 
Faversham Branch.—Ward, W. H., Harris, C. F. 
H.O. Roll.—Champs, 2/Lieut. N. M., Marshall, Captain 

F., Harrison, Lieut. P. J. 

Benevolent Fund. 
GRANTS, FEBRUARY, 1947. 

1 
£ s. d. 

1 5 0 0 
2 10 7 1 
2. 5 0 0 
2. 5 0 0 
3." 2 10 0 
5 2 16 4 
5 2 6 7 
5. 4 0 0 
7 5 0 0 
7 4 0 0 
8, 3 0 0 
8 4 0 0 

H, 3 0 0 
11 3 0 0 
17 4 0 0 
17 10 0 
19 5 0 0 
19. 3 0 0 
24 4 0 0 
24 3 15 10 
26. 5 0 0 

World War 1939 Charitable Fund. 
GRANTS. 

7 £ s. d. 
7 4 0 0 

11. 2 10 0 
19 3 15 0 

London Branch. 
A meeting of the above Branch was held at 

the Prince Alfred, Tufton Street, Westminster, 
S.W.I, on Saturday, 15th February, 1947, with 
ViceChairman J. C. Neale Dalton in the Chair, 
supported by the President, Lieut.Colonel 
J. R. P. Williams, and Lieut.Colonel Chas. 
Vaughan. 

The Chairman expressed the regret of Mr. 
A. E. Grant in not being present to occupy the 
Chair, but owing to an attack of influenza he 
was confined to his bed. We all trust that Mr. 
Grant will soon be well and fit. 

A preliminary welcome was given to the 
Folkestone and Hythe Branches by Mr. J. C. 
Neale Dalton, who expressed his admiration 
at their braving the icy cold weather and danger 
of the road in order to visit London. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and signed. 

Correspondence from several friends was 
received, including Lieut.Colonels Guy Lee and 
H. Sparrow, Captain E. A. Carter, Major H. G. 
James and others. 

GENERAL MEETING.—The Chairman reminded 
all present that the election of Officers and 
Committee would take place at the March 
Meeting, and those proposing, should ensure 
that all proposed, have given their approval. 
It is essential that the Committee should consist 
of members who can attend regularly. 

ENTERTAINMENTS.—The Sports Captain, Mr. 
J. R. Collins, gave a resume of the visit of the 
darts and sno'oker teams to the Balham Home 
Guard, including his walk home in the snow 
from London Bridge to Forest Hill. He also 
said that the Carnival Dance was going well, 
and that he, and Mrs. Collins, had made 300 
carnival hats. Further, the visit to the Medway 
Branch on 26th April was another red letter 
date. The Chairman conveyed the thanks of 
the Branch to both Mr. and Mrs. Collins for 
their untiring efforts. 

The Branch President addressed the Meeting. 
On behalf of the London Branch he extended a 
very hearty welcome to the Folkestone Branch 
and the members present from the Hythe 
Branch. The interbranch visits do a wonderful 
amount of good, he said, not only to branches, 
but to the Association and the Regiment as a 
whole. He trusted these visits would be fostered 
and he felt sure it would not be the last time 
we would have the pleasure of a visit from 
Folkestone. Mr. Brunger, in his response, 
emphasised the necessity of enthusiasm in 
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You'll never get any medals for it, as any oldtimer will tell 
you, but if you go " on parade " with a brilliant KIWI shine 
on boots and equipment the resulting " inspection " will 
never worry you. So take a tip from those in the know and 
always use KIWI—Black or Dark Tan. All canteens have it. 
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LEMON SQUASH, &c. 
SOLD BY N.A.A.F.I.  CANTEENS 

All Types of Bridges & Steel Structures 

WELGAR 

SHREDDED 
WHEAT 

WMBAIN&C°L 
LOCHRIN IRON WORKS 

COATBRIDGE, SCOTLAND 

TD 
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(BURY) LTD. 

Cotton Doublers and Manufacturers^.* All kinds 
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INNES, HENDERSON & Co., Ltd., 

HAWICK, SCOTLAND 
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Cotton Doublers and Manufacturers^©!: All kinds 
of fabrics for the Tyre and Rubber Trades 

Wellington Mil!, Bury 
'Phone Bury 1580 (4linets) 'Grams"Tyrefab," Bury 
Mills t Wellington Mill, Bury. Waterside Mill, Bury 

BUTTONS 
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Henry Franc & Lauder Ltd. 
MANCHESTER and BRADFORD 

Manufacturers of all classes of Woollen 
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Telephone : Central 2441 
Telegrams : "Heyn," Manchester 

PAT0NS& BALDWINS 
LTD. 

SPIN WOOLS FOR ALL 
KINDS OF CLOTHING 

ALLOA ; HALIFAX : LEICESTER 
WAKEFIELD 

PARK DRIVE 
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" HALLMARK" 
AUTOMATIC REFRIGERATORS 

For the storage of foodstuffs of all 
kinds, for making and storing ice cream, 
cooling beer and wines, making ice and 
other purposes in can'.eens and messes. 

J. & E. HALL, LTD. 
DARTFORD, KENT 

CLARKE. CHAPMAN 
?and Company Limited 

# r"Kefa 

BUTTONS of all 
descriptions 

MANUFACTURED BY 

BUTTONS LIMITED, BIRMINGHAM 

Justtaste , 
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CHOCOLATE 
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branches for the wellbeing of all; it was 
particularly desirable that the older fraternity 
should lay down their picks and that the 
younger members should pick them up and do 
the digging. He mentioned by name Messrs. 
Cooney and Frew, who were two of his stalwarts, 
and paid a special tribute to the Steward of the 
"D" Company Club for his generous help at all 
times. He thanked the London Branch for their 
hospitality, and in conclusion, spoke highly of 
Colonel Vaughan, who did not, at the meeting, 
look quite so ferocious as he used to be on 
parade. However, all ranks had a great 
affection for him. 

Major Enright mentioned the Folkestone 
Branch had brought along one member named 
"Waddyes", who served in South Africa under 
Colonel Backhouse. He was in the Volunteer 
Company of The Buffs, commanded by Captain 
Gosling, and it is within memory how that 
Company volunteered to go into action the 
very day they were due to sail home. Alas, 
some did not return. 

WELCOME.—The following, attending for the 
first time, were given a hearty welcome : Mr. 
(late R.Q.M.S.) Bill Stanger, 2nd Battalion ; 
Mr. K. Gay wood, 10th Battalion ; Mr. F. W. 
Taylor, 2nd Battalion; Mr. T. F. P. Cole, 
1st Battalion. 

There being no other business, the meeting 
was declared closed. 

HERE AND THERE. 
Our sympathy goes to Lieut.Colonel L. C. R. 

Messel, on the loss by fire of his home in Sussex. 
Congratulations to Captain Geo. Johnson 

upon his 86th birthday anniversary, which 
took place on 7th February last, and also for 
being 65 years a Buff. 

We think, however, that InPensioner 
Kerslake is the oldest Buff living. 

Our hats off to the Folkestone Branch for 
journeying to London on such a wintry day. 
We were pleased to meet many old friends 
amongst whom were Messrs. Brunger, Frew, 
Waddye and Cooney, not forgetting Tim 
Blissenden. 

Captain Erny Carter sends his best and tells 
us he attended a Birthday Party given by 
Captain Johnson. Hope they had plenty of coal. 

We observed that our President was looking 
very fit after his recent holiday. 

We are looking forward to our visit to Medway 
on April 26th next. 

We sympathise with Mr. G. W. Brown 
(Cunghy), one of the very old brigade, on the 
death of his wife, and tender to him our sincere 
condolences. 

We are pleased to hear that Mr. T. B. Potter 
is expecting to be discharged soon from hospital 
and that his son has already had that pleasant 
experience. 

It is also good news to hear that Postman 
Martin is progressing and soon hopes to be 
once again amongst the boys. 

We admired the smile of Colonel Vaughan 
when he was referred to as "ferocious" ; we 
also admired the tribute paid, "we always 
thought him a fine Buff". We all agree. 

We agree that the duplication of battalions 
in the 1914 and 1939 Wars is causing confusion ; 
we suggest that reunions concerning a par
ticular battalion should be identified by 1914 
or 1939. 

We observed several old timers at the last 
meeting, viz. Captain Enery, Jock Clayton, 
W. Taylor, Erny Tong, E. Gould and others. 

We thank Joe Hawkins for the spot of extra 
work he was asked to do. 

Our best wishes to Joe Green and we all 
hope he will keep fit during this terrible weather. 

We hear that Captain (Bob) Waby is out of 
hospital and trust he will soon be thoroughly 
fit. 

Lieut. Tony King and Tony Mason wish to 
be remembered to all old friends of the 9th 
Battalion. 

Many old Buffs will remember "Jimmy" 
Dray, late R.S.M. He writes, "You will be 
surprised to hear I had eight brothers serving 
in the 19141918 War. I had a letter from 
H.M. The King, which was sent to my father 
in 1914, when seven were serving, the eighth 
one joining up in 1916. Quite a crowd, was it 
not ? We only lost one, No. 8510 Corporal T. 
Dray, killed at Zonnebeke in April, 1916, and 
one wounded. 

We feel sure that not only the London 
Branch, but the entire Regiment will con
gratulate the Dray family. 

In the writer's time "Jimmy" was a wonderful 
thrower of the shot, a splendid allround 
athlete and became an even better Sergeant 
Master Cook. 

We think the record all the more unique in 
the fact that the eight brothers were all on 
active service together. 
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Our Regiment has some fine families, the 
Carters, the Swendells, the Ports and the 
Kesbys, are some which come to memory. 

In the Carter family the father, R.S.M. W. 
Carter, served with the 2nd Battalion for over 
forty years. His seven sons all served in The 
Buffs (one in the T.A.) ; two, Percy and Hugh 
lost their lives on active service and one, Erny, 
seriously wounded. It is definitely an Army 
Record, that the father and four sons were all 
living and wearing the Long Service and Good 
Conduct Medal at the same time. 

J.E.E. 

VISIT TO BALHAM HOME GUARD. 
The darts and snooker teams visited the 

Balham Home Guard Club on Thursday, 30th 
January last ; it was a raw icy cold night and 
our congratulations to those who braved the 
elements. Our supporters included Captain 
(Birdie) Hops and Nobby Clarke, whose ages 
each approximating 80 years or more. The 
snooker team did remarkably well, winning by 
three frames to two. Lieut. (Tony) King played 
a fine game, making some excellent strokes and 
usually ending his score with a delightful 
snooker, whilst his partner, Mr. Skinner, of 
crosscountry running fame, backed him up 
with some good play. At the darts we were not 
so fortunate, losing by two sets out of three ; 
Major Enright was in good form, hardly making 
a throw under 50. We however, with a little 
luck, might have done better as the winning 
margins were on "doubles" and the Home 
Guard—much to the annoyance of Mr. Collins— 
had the first throw. Anyhow, it was a good 
evening and we much appreciated the cooked 
sausages specially prepared by R.S.M. Marsh 
of the Balham Home Guard, whom I think is 
earmarked as a Master Cook when Mr. Eden 
gives another wireless talk. 

J.E.E. 

Medway Branch. 
LADIES' GUILD. 

Our January Meeting was our Twelfth Annual 
Meeting and despite bad weather was well 
attended. Mrs. Holt is Chairman, Mrs. 
Rowlands was reelected Treasurer and Mrs. 
Sellens Secretary. A good report of the year's 
work was given, also of finances. Mrs. Holt 
said she would like to thank Mrs. Rowlands, 
Treasurer, and Mrs. Sellens, Secretary, for their 
good work. During the year we had sent our 
money to Canterbury for flowers for the 
Warriors' Chapel, also to the Memorial Fund, 

and we still hope we shall be able to keep our 
bowl in the Chapel supplied with flowers. 

A letter was read from Miss Mills (Canterbury) 
thanking us for plants sent to her, also a 
telegram of good wishes from Mrs. H. Cox. 

Our February Meeting was a Bring and Buy 
Sale and was opened by Mrs. Medhurst (Deputy 
Mayoress for Gillingham), but again the bad 
weather was against many of our friends being 
with us, but we managed to raise the sum of £6. 
The Stall Holders were Mrs. Skinner and Mrs. 
Sellens, and to the many friends who sent the 
articles we say thank you. We all wish our old 
member, Mrs. Morgan (Mollie), a speedy 
recovery from her serious illness. Tea was 
served by the Committee and in proposing a 
vote of thanks to Mrs. Medhurst, we also thank 
Mrs. Skinner for her hard work. 

Ramsgate Branch. 
Our meetings in this part of Kent have 

suffered from a poor attendance owing to the 
arctic weather. This also applies to our neigh
bour, Margate. Twice we have paid visits to 
Margate—snowing both times ; but each time 
Margate has given us a warm welcome and we 
very much appreciate Captain Tilleard's 
hospitality. We thoroughly enjoyed ourselves, 
but alas, we lost at darts—better luck next 
time. 

As Secretary I must thank Captain N. Taylor 
for turning out on such a night. Our branch 
owes a lot to the support of our officers. 

I see in the London notes mention of the 
Troopship Dongola. This famous ship carried 
the 1 /4th Buffs to India in 1914. 

It is pleasing to read news of the 1st Battalion. 
Please, through your valuable columns, convey 
the Ramsgate Branch's best wishes to Colonel 
Oliver, officers and all ranks. Rather belated, 
but the card the Branch received had no 
address to reply back to. Our President, 
Major A. J. H. Taylor, has pleasant memories 
of friends in the 1st Battalion. 

Now for the Meeting report :— 
Forty members braved the elements to attend 

the monthly meeting of the Ramsgate Branch 
of the Past and Present Association, The Buffs, 
held at the Freemason's Tavern, Ramsgate, on 
February 21st. 

Mr. E. H. Swendell presided, supported by 
Major H. D. Rose, Captain Tilleard and Mr. 
B. E. Knott (Hon. Secretary). 

Extending a welcome to Captain Tilleard and 
members of the Margate Branch, the Chairman 
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said that their visit was greatly appreciated. 
The fact that these members had travelled from 
Margate on such a rough night was a sure sign 
of their interest in The Buffs Association. He 
hoped their visit would prove a pleasant one 
and wished the Margate Branch every success. 

Capt. Tilleard briefly responded and thanked 
the Chairman for his kind remarks. Though 
the Margate Branch was not so flourishing as 
the Ramsgate Branch, he went on, they were 
out to compete with Ramsgate in friendly 
rivalry and true Buff spirit, and would appreci
ate visits from Ramsgate members. 

Letters of apology were read from Colonel W. 
Orwin, Major A. Taylor, Captain H. Knight, 
Captain W. Barton and Lieut. W. Wotton, 
Messrs. Hammon, Sampson, Pescod, Swinnock, 
Play ford and Stupples. 

The Secretary stated the Association was 
now open to the Kent Home Guard as honorary 
members and he would be pleased to give 
details of membership to any member of that 
body who wished to become members of the 
Past and Present Association. 

Messrs. S. W. Ingram, C. Gore, A. Chamberlain 
and E. J. Powles were enrolled as new members. 

At the conclusion of the business proceedings, 
refreshments were served by the Buff host, 
Dick Atkins, and the remainder of the evening 
was spent in reviving old comradeship. 

Margate Branch. 
Our Chairman, Captain J. Tilleard, supported 

by Messrs. G. Cousins and T. Jones and the 
Branch Secretary, visited Ramsgate Branch on 
February 21st, and although we were up to 
our necks in snow, spent a most enjoyable 
evening, and could not have been made more 
welcome. Ramsgate knows how to do things 
and we certainly learnt something. Thanks a 
lot. 

The weather on March 5th was even worse 
than ever, so our Branch meeting was not 
proceeded with. 

Even so, our neighbours were represented by 
Captain N. Taylor, Messrs. L. A. Swendell 
(Chairman), B. E. Knott (Secretary), A. 
Knowles, H. Pearce and J. Pearce, so between 
us we managed to scratch up a couple of dart 
teams. The result of the match was a win for 
the home team by six to three. 

Congratulations to you all for turning out 
on such a beastly night/—you put up a grand 
show. 

Our old stalwart, Mr. A. P. Cole, was on the 
spot again and so was Captain L. W. Barber, 
who, incidentally, claimed that he couldn't 
play darts, but proved very much otherwise. 

Our annual members should please take note 
that subscriptions are now overdue. 

Our card system of collecting funds for the 
Buffs War Memorial seems to be doing very 
well, judging by reports that have been 
received. Keep it up, lads. 

H.T.I. 

Canterbury Branch. 
The monthly meeting of the Canterbury 

Branch of the Past and Present Association was 
held at their Headquarters in Rhodaus Town on 
7th March. Mr. M. G. N. Moore was in the 
Chair. The annual outing was fixed for 13th 
July, the destination to be decided later. 

Mr. T. Ford has kindly presented a dart 
medal, which will be played for in a knockout 
competition to be held later in the year. 

The Association Headquarters is open on 
Monday, Tuesday, Friday, Saturday and Sun
day at 7 p.m., also on Sunday from 12 noon to 
2 p.m. General Meetings take place on the 
first Friday of the month at 8 p.m. There are 
some 300 members of this Branch, and it is 
hoped that many more will use the Headquarters 
when the better weather comes ; they will be 
most welcome. There is a Whist Drive every 
Tuesday, and Bat and Trap will be played in 
the summer. 

Results of dart matches were as follows :— 
Feb. 3. v Vauxhall (Home). Lost. 

10. v Vauxhall (Away). Won. 
17. v Evenhill House, Littlebourne 

(Away). Lost. 
Mar. 12. v Duke of Cumberland, Barham 

(Away). Lost. 
Old Buffs will be interested to know that the 

landlord of the Duke of Cumberland is Sgt. 
W. H. G. Stringer, an old Buff. 

Next General Meeting takes place on Friday, 
11th April, at 8 p.m.

Folkestone Branch. 
VISIT TO LONDON BRANCH. 

Twentynine members, including six from 
the Hythe Branch, made the trip to London on 
15th February. Owing to the wintry conditions, 
our Chairman was unfortunately unable to 
accompany us, as were several other members. 
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Despite the efforts of Jack Frost, however, 
an enjoyable day was spent in various ways, 
and in the evening we fulfilled the object of 
our journey—to visit the London Branch at 
their monthly meeting. The Chairman (Lieut.
Colonel J. R. P. Williams) and Major Enright 
gave us a hearty welcome on behalf of the 
London Branch, and Mr. W. Brunger suitably 
replied for us, at the same time extending an 
invitation to London to visit Folkestone during 
the summer. 

Many old friendships were renewed, and the 
evening passed all too quickly to 10 p.m.—our 
departure time—and so we had to leave. 
Thanks, London, for a perfectly happy evening. 
There were no takers of our offer of a trip back 
with us to Folkestone that night ! 

The temporary bar opened on the way home, 
and Ernie and Arthur dispersed the drinks in 
fine style. 

It is said that one of our members attended 
a meeting at the King Albert, until he discovered 
his mistake ! 

We learn that efforts are being made to re
start the 6th Battalion (191418) Annual 
Reunion Dinner, which was such an enjoyable 
occasion each year up to 1939. This should 
interest quite a number of members in this 
district. Mr. Billings, of the London Branch, 
is seeing what can be done, and any assistance 
from old members of the Battalion will be most 
welcome. 

May we remind some of our Annual Members 
that subscriptions are a little overdue ? 

Dicky lost his mascot for the day in London, 
but he turned up alright at the Prince Alfred ; 
what happened during the day is yet to be 
found out ! 

The March Monthly Meeting was held at the 
Club on Tuesday, 11th, the Chairman presiding, 
supported by Captain W. Tyrrell, other Branch 
officers, and a good attendance of regulars. 

The Hon. Secretary reported on his attend
ance at a meeting called to form a central 
organisation of exServicemen's Associations in 
Folkestone, arising from which it was proposed 
by Mr. W. Brunger and seconded by Mr. T. 
Harris that this Branch join the organisation. 
This was carried, and the Hon. Secretary was 
asked to attend a further meeting which is to 
be held on April 15th. 

Mr. G. Cooney proposed and Mr. A. Little 
seconded "that a letter be sent to Major Enright 
and members of the London Branch with our 
best thanks for the welcome they gave us on 

(Continued on page 65.) 

1st Battalion. 
INTO coal in England—no 
^ coal in Aliki; electric 

light cuts in England— 
electric light cuts in Aliki. 
These conditions appear 
common both at home and 
abroad. One big difference 
there is, however—Sunshine. 

During the past ten days 
the sun has been strong, 
warming the land once again 
and endeavouring to con
vince us that one more 
winter has passed. 

Already, we are sitting 
outside the mess after lunch 

and tea, some of the more enthusiastic swimmers 
have had their first dip, and the countryside is 
now beginning to assume a springlike air, with 
fruit blossom and wild anemones appearing in 
the fields and on the hillsides. 

February has been a month of changes 
within the Battalion, both with regard to 
personnel, Company locations and guard 
commitments. It has, on the whole, been a 
quiet month during which training has been 
carried out wherever possible by day, and by 
night the amenities of Athens more fully 
explored. 

The cabarets have been duly inspected, but 
as such inspections are apt to prove most 
expensive—a whiskey costing 12/6 a tot—they 
are limited in number. However, some' cabarets 
are extremely good and several amusing 
evenings have been spent in surroundings 
which one can only describe as being remote 
from austerity. 

Sport has been limited to games. No shooting 
has been obtainable, but riding is still proving 
a ver}^ steady source of pleasurable recreation. 
Several new members have taken up the 
science. Owing to acute shortage at the dining 
table, the P.M.C. is supporting this move 
wholeheartedly, special arrangements being' 
made for any sufferers. 

General Dempsey, whilst staying in Athens, 
paid a short visit to the Battalion. He was 
able only to stay a very short time before 
flying back to Egypt. Noel Reeves visited 
Athens early in the month. As usual, he was 
working extremely hard and was very pushed 
for time, but was just able to have the odd 
party ! 
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Another visitor to the ancient Capital this 
month has been a great joy to meet. In her own 
inimitable fashion "Momma" H. arrived from 
Egypt to spend a short stay in Greece. She was 
delighted to find the Battalion here and lost no 
time in getting in touch with the Colonel. 
Many elder members of the Regiment will 
remember her from Bareilly days. She is the 
life and soul of every party and sends her best 
wishes to all who know her. 

The hockey team has had a successful month. 
It has played seven matches, of which it has 
won five, lost one, and drawn one. The football 
eleven played in the semifinals of the Plastiras 
Cup last Saturday, but was decisively beaten. 

David Harland is about to leave us at last. 
We shall miss him immensely, both for his 
professional ability and outbursts of invective 
and inflamed passion, which are wont to break 
forth whenever State Medecine is ifientioned. 
As the Colonel's bridge partner and medical 
adviser, David has earned a considerable 
reputation ; as a student of Greek culture an 
even greater one ! 

Gregory Blaxland has gone north once more 
to Eastern Macedonia. He is attached to the 
Greek Mountain Division near Kavalla. The 
one Englishspeaking man for miles, he is not 
enjoying the change. 

John Lucas and Critchley sat for the Staff 
College Entrance Examination during February. 
It is believed that a new organisation for the 
armoured division is being considered, based on 
the Lucas outline. "Revolutionary changes" is 
how John described it. 

4'A" Gompany. 
February on the whole was a quiet month for the 

company. Our main activity was directed towards 
fulfilling our very heavy guard commitments, and it is 
true to say that it was a memorable occasion when we 
had more than a dozen men on parade at any one time. 
Almost our entire training consisted of P.T. in the 
morning and the rest of the time was spent in practising 
for the Brigade Shooting Competition under the aegis 
of Lieut. Frank Pollen, who ably coached his team into 
second place. 

The face of the company has changed considerably 
during the month, primarily owing to L.I.A.P., Python 
and Release. A/C.S.M. Pinder is going home on Python 
and is in the process of being replaced by C.S.M. Barden. 
C/Sgt. Dick Wilkins has eventually achieved his Python 
and his place is being filled by C/Sgt. (Tilly) Tillotson. 
Sgt. (Chalky) White has also at last managed to leave 
for home on Python, and we sincerely hope that his sea 
voyage will be smooth to allow him to recover from his 
farewell party. 

We have welcomed 2/Lieut. Purchaise, who has just 
arrived in Greece from England. He has taken over for 
the time being No. 8 Platoon during the absence of 

2/Lieut. Sedgewick, who has left on yet another course, 
this latest being directed towards the worship of the 
Great God P.T. 

Major Lucas has left us for a week to investigate the 
difficulties of the Staff College Examination and we wish 
him the best of luck in his endeavours. 

On January 22nd, a small draft arrived from England. 
Among them was Burgess, our new Company Clerk, who 
everyone is convinced must be a relation of Messrs. 
Littlewood's. Accompanying him was, notably, L/Cpl. 
Fred Parker, who is rather "out of collar" after his 
strenuous days as a P.T. Inquisitor at No. 13 Holding 
Battalion. 

Many old faces returned to the company after pro
tracted L.I.A.P. and Courses in the U.K. Cpl. McVinnie, 
after an absence of almost five months, is with us again 
and has begun life anew by being appointed O.C. Fire 
Points and Chief Reconstructor of same. 

Pte. (Tich) Meakins has returned from L.I.A.P. to find 
himself relieved of his old job of Laundry Man, which 
he enjoyed so much at Salonika. He has joined a 
training platoon and feels very down in the mouth and 
annoyed that among the very few installations for 
troops in Greece there should be a W.D. Laundry in 
Athens. 

As far as sport is concerned this month, we have been 
in harmony with events if not conditions at home. 
Our heavy guard commitments greatly reduced our 
scope and it has been rather a "black" month for us. 
However, we did manage to fix up one game of soccer 
with "B" Company and beat them by 9 goals to 1, which 
in view of our restricted facilities for practice was quite 
a creditable performance* and revenged our previous 
defeat of 6 goals to 1. 

"B" Gompany. 
The New Year saw "B" Company, and indeed the 

whole battalion, in a very unsettled state. Having 
arrived at our new camp from Salonika a few days before 
Christmas a hundred and one things remained to be 
left till the general festivities and recuperations after 
the Christmas and New Year periods had been concluded. 

The men themselves had a hard and slow job to do. 
On the one hand there were a small band of original 
Buffs, the remnants of "B" Company, at Salonika, and 
on the other were our new reinforcements of Royal 
Fusiliers, taken over with Aliki Camp on our arrival. 
The former, well acquainted with the battalion, but not 
with Aliki or Athens, had to get to know the latter, 
the original inhabitants of Aliki Camp and Athens, but 
ignorant of their new unit. 

This task, combined with the job of organising an 
almost entirely new company, has been well started, with 
Major Collins as our Company Commander. The job 
of checking, issuing, rechecking of stores, clothing, 
etc. was ably carried out, in spite of overwhelming 
guards. 

With regret we bade farewell to Major Collins on the 
9th February, and welcomed Lieut. McGrath as our 
Company Commander. Though a comparative new
comer to the 1st Battalion, he has been serving for some 
time with the 2nd Battalion overseas, and has proved 
himself more than capable of carrying on the good work. 

Recently, in view of the constant thieving in this 
area, our efforts have been directed at making the 
company 100% secure from all wouldbe "floggers". 
Windows have been mended, doors have been barred
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up, and the rooms are so foolproof that even the Com
pany Orderly Officer is often seen prowling wearily 
around the billets, unable to get in to check the Billet 
Orderlies. 

In sport, also, we have acquitted ourselves well. The 
honours must go to No. 12 Platoon, who as yet remain 
unbeaten in the InterPlatoon Knockout, with the 
semifinal versus "S" Company Mortars Platoon to 
play. In general, the standard of sports has been high. 
We have a very fair representation in the battalion foot
ball team of eight members, and in spite of all guards, 
which are still our worst enemy, we manage to get at 
least one game of football, or hockey, every week. 

A company "do" was held on the 5th February, which 
was wellattended, and though the beer gave out 
towards the end of the evening, all were agreed that Bill 
had laid the "Bundo" on very well. 

The company is well under way, and in spite of the 
steady flow of Officers into the company, the Company 
Clerk has been doing his best (and a very good best it is 
too !) to supply an adequate stock of "Char and wads" 
for the daily consumption in the Company Office. 

"S" Gompany. 
The move to Athens prevented the author making 

his usual contribution to Dragon notes for January. 
Perhaps it would have been better if he had compiled 
them on the S.S. Empire Battleaxe from Salonika, 
because the lapse of two months provides sufficient news 
to fill the complete issue of this Dragon. Therefore, a 
much condensed version of the news must be submitted 
on this occasion. 

"S" Company moved into the Detachment Camp at 
Kavouri a few days before Christmas. Kavouri—a 
delightful area by the sea, 15 miles beyond Athens, 
wooded slopes, summer bungalows, Nissen huts and 
vast quantities of mud. The lads were soon busy 
clearing up the debris and generally brightening up the 
camp. 

We welcome the Royal Fusiliers, who were posted to 
"S" Company upon our arrival at Kavouri. Their 
change of cap badge and the opportunity to prove our 
worth, has made one and all a good Buff. 

Lieut. Pirn joined us soon after Christmas to take over 
the Mortar Platoon. Lieut. Yeandle was busy sorting 
out the wrecks of Carriers taken on charge—he was a 
worried man until the 2/4th Royal Hampshire Regiment 
and Lovat Scouts provided a pool of carriers which 
eventually put us up to full establishment—all fine 
carriers too—at least they are on the road ! 

Christmas was a huge success. With only two days to 
settle in and make the necessary arrangements for 
Christmas, a serious problem was to hand—BEER ! 
This was solved by the sprightly "S" Company P.R.I. 
Officer (Lieut. Gentry) receiving a visit from a sentry at 
0500 hours, 24th December, 1946. This led to a long 
wait outside the local Greek brewery, which in turn 
produced sufficient draught and bottled beer to tide us 
over for the Christmas holiday. The writer, determined 
to enjoy the bright sunshine we were blessed with on 
Christmas Day, sat quietly on the Mess balcony admiring 
the pleasant view. The quiet air was soon disturbed 
by the Pioneer Platoon, led by L/Cpl. Ralph, who, 
clad in bathing suits, dived headlong into the sea and 
enjoyed a refreshing swim. The Greek air must have 
provoked them to this Spartan effort. 

The Commanding Officer, the Adjutant, the R.S.M. 
and the Misses Newburn and Usher visited the camp at 

1300 hours, in time to view the company disposing of 
the magnificent spread set by Sgt. Cox and his staff of 
cooks. We were delighted to hear Colonel Oliver's 
impromptu speech, which was followed by three rousing 
cheers for the Commanding Officer. The party stayed 
for nearly 40 minutes, during which Miss Newburn and 
Miss Usher gallantly assisted the harassed Officers and 
Sergeants to serve the food. Miss Newburn and Miss 
Usher will be remembered from Kilkis and Salonika days. 

The weeks following Christmas found the company 
busy cleaning up our picturesque location, and the 
back was nearly broken when orders were received to 
move the company to Phaliron to take over the Lovat 
Scouts' billets. 

The new area has one good point and a thousand bad ! 
The former is the close proximity to Athens Central; 
the latter too many to enumerate. However, the 
Greek is an opportunist and a soldier's slackness is a 
Greek gain. Many "S" Company lads have discovered 
this to the tune of a blanketless bed and cold evening 
without a greatcoat. 

For a few weeks after arrival at Phaliron, the Night 
Guard resembled an advertisement for Scotch whisky ! 
We most heartily welcome the Lovat Scouts posted to 
us upon that unit's disbandment. A series of exasperated 
duty officers put the matter right, and now the only 
sign is a Scots accent here and there. 

"Slittrench" Harris, the midget C.S.M., left us for 
L.I.A.P. and is not expected to return. Good luck, 
SergeantMajor, and thank you for your loyal and 
faithful service. 

Other recent additions to the company were C.S.M. 
Butcher, C.Q.M.S. Gaskell and Sgt. Parsons—all 
ex2/4th Battalion Royal Hampshire Regiment. C.S.M. 
Butcher has already made an impression on the com
pany. 

Cpl. Nightingale, L/Cpl. Lee and L/Cpl. Crane have 
returned from their respective courses U.K. L.I.A.P. 
parties have returned and others have left—and Group 
65 are hopeful with the publication of the new release 
dates ! 

The writer was quietly reading his copy of the Union 
Jack a few days ago and listening to Radio Athens 
giving applicants their request numbers, when the 
announcer informed the listeners that "Choo Choo 
Baby would be played for the "Boy Pirn" ! Later 
broadcasts gave us "St. Louis Blues" for "Trooper" 
Yeandle and "Take it Easy" for our C.S.M. from "the 
boys of "S" Company 1 Buffs" ! Duty Officer Mr. 
Lambden received "Give me five minutes more" after 
his purge on the "stayinbeds". 

An interbattalion sports competition has been 
organised by the Sports Officer, and despite heavy 
commitments, "S" Company have put five soccer teams 
in the field, two having reached the semifinal. Our 
best boxers—Cpl. Brooker, Cpl. Trew and L/Cpl. 
Wilmott, have been sent away for L.I.A.P., Course P.T., 
and Python respectively. 

Lieut. Wheatley has returned from his two Pioneer 
Courses M.E.L.F. Another recent addition to the Mess 
is 2/Lieut. Lawrence, who is performing many arduous 
duties set by the Company Commander. 

O.C. "S" Company welcomes news from all old "S" 
Company personnel—letters will be displayed for all 
your old friends to see—unless you request to the 
contrary.  
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Battalion. 
YY7HEN we left you last 
" month we were slowly 
making our way up the gang
plank of H.M.T. Dilwara. 
The trip from Singapore to 
Hong Kong was compara
tively uneventful. It lasted 
only four and a half days, 
and consequently it was 
almost impossible to organ
ise a great deal of entertain
ment. Tombola and horse 
racing, however, helped to 
lighten our pockets. For the 
first two days we spent our 
spare time on the open decks 

sunbathing, but then the temperature dropped 
and we had to keep moving to keep warm. 

The entrance into Hong Kong harbour was 
quite impressive. On each side were high hills, 
and many were heard to remark that route 
marches would not be too pleasant. We dis
embarked in L.S.T.s with the Colours in the 
first craft carried by 2/Lieuts. Burrows and 
Tamlyn, and escorted by Sgts. Jones, Gasson 
and Wragg. They were met at the pier by the 
Band of the West Yorkshire Regiment (P.W.O.), 
who played them off to the tune of the 
Regimental March. 

A lot of hard work had been done by the 
advance party, Major Harris St. John and Lieut. 
Peter Tunnell. They were harder worked than 
they should have been, owing to the fact that 
the advance party did not arrive until two days 
after the main body, due to their ship being 
rather slower than the Dilwara. 

I am sure that our experiences during our 
first month in Hong Kong will be very well 
covered in the Company Notes, but the high
light was when the Battalion was called on to 
form a Guard of Honour for the C.inC. Pacific 
Fleet. The guard consisted of 2 officers and 
50 men, plus the Colour Party. H.Q. Company 
provided both officers in the persons of Captain 
"Mike" Barton and our Mortar Officer, Lieut. 
"Toby" Crane, C.S.M.s Batson and Percival, 
and Sgts. Palmer and Gasson were also there. 
It was good to see some of our Danish boys 
amongst the guard. The Colour was carried by 
2/Lieut. StratfordTuke, and escorted by 
C/Sgts. Gilbey and Smith. We hope that room 
will be found tor the photos of the Guard of 
Honour, which were taken by Captain "Clive" 
Bossom. 

The new arrivals during the month were 
Major Bailey, 2/Lieuts. Broadly and Bishop, 
C/Sgt. Smails and Sgt. Jackson. Welcome to 
then) all, although we wish they had brought 
some good weather with them. 

Captain J. B. M. Russell has returned to the 
fold after a successful three months' tour as an 
instructor at Malaya Command Training Centre, 
and Lieut. "Shorty" Emmett has rejoined us 
from LIAP. Incidentally Shorty was admitted 
to hospital five days after his return. Not a 
very good advertisement for England ! ! ! 

Headquarters Gompany. 
COMPANY HEADQUARTERS. 

This month, Dragon notes are being written by a very 
cold person, in a very cold building, on a very cold 
island, i.e. Hong Kong. First of all, we were sorry 
to have to say goodbye to our old friends who we left 
behind at Singapore, for repat. and demob., and we 
wish them a very happy life in the Old Country. 

Since arriving in Hong Kong, the old faces have taken 
on new colours, instead of universal brown, they range 
from brick red to a queer blue tinge. Who mentioned 
brass monkeys ! 

Although the company is split, one part here in the 
wilderness and the other in the middle of the high 
spots, it has not made a lot of difference to the brains 
of the company, as they have only sent Battalion 
H.Q. away ! 

There is a great, or rather a long, increase in the 
staff of the C.Q.M.S. Enough said, 6 ft. 6 in. 

A certain pair, one a plumber, rigged up a Heath 
Robinson contraption, so that the community would 
benefit by being able to indulge in hot baths. Un
fortunately, the community unrigged it, but it was only 
out of action for a short time. 

We must finish this by giving a hearty welcome to 
our new Company Commander, Major Bailey, and we 
hope that he finds us as efficient as we think we are. 

A word of warning to junior N.C.O.'s. Lieut. Barton 
is on the warpath again ! 

SIGNAL PLATOON. 

The Signals arrived at Lye Mun Barracks, Hong Kong ; 
transport being a hastily dusted coal truck and consider
able argument took place with the Mortar Platoon as 
to whether this was appropriate ! 

Heavy sighs rent the air as the "square" was seen and 
C.S.M. Amos was heard to whisper, "Right Markers", 
and "Company Present, Sir." 

H.Q. billet was very satisfactory—it even had doors 
on hinges and running water, when "Paddy" ran up the 
hill to turn it on. There were terrific fights for iron 
charpoys. The Sigs. stood well back, of course, so all 
the platoon clicked okay. 

Nothing has been seen of Lieut. Foot since Gillman 
Barracks, when he was observed wanderingj about 
groaning under the strain of moving the Officers ^ Mess ; 
but he eventually turned up in the dining hall, using the 
excuse of Orderly Officer to get a cup of tea. 
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Guard of Honour for C. in C. Pacific Fleet. 

V 

Captain of the Guard : Captain M. Barton. 
Subaltern of the Guard : Lieut. A. F. Crane. 
Colour Party : 2/Lieut. R. A. StratfordTuke, C/Sgt. 

D. R. Gilbey, C/Sgt. G. T. Smith. 

> 

Front Rank : C.S.M. Batson, Cpl. Wall, Cpl. Sibley, 
Pte. Bryer, Cpl. Nutley, L/Cpl. Schumann, Pte. Bunting, 
L/Cpl. Thoroughgood, Pte. Cox, Cpl. Nicholls, Sgt. 
Palmer, Sgt. Gasson, Pte. Bedford, L/Cpl. Beaumont, 
Pte. Pratt, Pte. Crowley, L/Cpl. Vickery, Cpl. Wallace, 
Cpl. Grant, C.S.M. Percival. 

Rear Rank.—Pte. Hughes, Cpl. Usherwood, Pte. 
Cooper, Cpl. Tylee, Pte. Garman, Pte. Morgan, Cpl. 
Knowles, Cpl. Wright, Pte. Ackland, L/Cpl. Johnson, 
R.S.M. Moore, L/Cpl. Clarke, Pte. Harris, Pte. Brown, 
Cpl. Gambling, Pte. Andrews, Pte. Stone, Pte. Hansen, 
Pte. Booth. Pte. Chandler. 
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there's a Ford Dealer down the road, a mechanic 
specially trained by Ford and standard parts* 
repairs and maintenance at standard fixed prices. 
This is the Ford Service—everything as it should 
be. The big difficulty now is delivery of your new 
Ford. We and your dealer are doing our best about 
that, so please be patient. 
AN G LI A 8 h.p. £229 (Plus £64.7.3 purchase tax) 

C O N S T A N T  I N  P E R F O R M A N C E  
er appointment 
^NSEVCTUR^S' FORD M O T O R  C O M P A N Y  L I M I T E D ,  D A G E N H A M  

The Ford is an obedient car. It is told to climb 
hills and it climbs hills ; it is told to accelerate 
and it passes like a bird; it is told to go far dis
tances and it flies along to the end. And on short 
journeys, it's as agile and willing as a new 
messenger boy. If, as sometimes happens to all 
human things, there comes a cough or an ache, 

PREFECT 10 h.p. £275 (Plus £77.2.9 purchase tax) 

WHEN CHANGE UPSETS... 

Going into Service life or 
coming out of it, changes of 
diet and mode of life can easily 
upset the body's regular 
routine, ENO — effervescent, 
alkaline, mildly aperient — is 
a great help at such times. 
Pleasant to taste, too ! Make 
ENO your " first thing in the 
morning." 

ENO'S 
* FRUIT SALT' 

JACOB'S BISCUITS 
including 

CREAM CRACKERS 
& 

WATER BISCUITS 
Recommended for use in 
Messes and Canteens as 
suitable accompaniments 

to all meals 

W. & R. JACOB & Co. (L'pool), Ltd. 
Aintree Biscuit Factory 



THE F O L L O W I N G  F I R M S  S U P P O R T  
h « A  S E R V I C E  J O U R N A L S  

BURNELLHOT AIR OVENS 

BURNELL W. E. 
IN A WIDE 
V A R I E T Y  
O F  S I Z E S  
A MODELS 

& SONS, LTD. 
HARVEY LANE 
L E I C E S T E R  

WE YATES 
Wellington Mills, Bramley, Leeds 
MANUFACTURERS OF WORSTEDS & WOOL
LENSFORTHE MEN'S AND WOMEN'S TRADE 

TABLE CUTLERY 
SILVER PLATE 

POCKET KNIVES 
SCISSORS & RAZORS 

GEORGE BUTLER & GOMPANY, LIMITED 
SHEFFIELD 

C R Y S E L C O  
LIMITED 

E L E C T R I C  L A M P  
MANUFACTURERS 

KEMPSTON WORKS, BEDFORD 

SIR WILLIAM ARROL &C°LTDGLASGpX 

Bridge Builders, Crane Makers, 

General Engineers 

World's Pre-eminent Motor Cycle 
TRIUMPH ENGINEERING COMPANY, LIMITED 

COVENTRY 

ScilerA & Calcnfie/A 
FOR EVERY NEED 

HARTLEY & SUGDEN LTD. 
HALIFAX 

SPECIALISING IN 
^^ NON-FERROUS 

CAST|NGS 

of every description 
BILLSNGTON & NEWTON, LTD. 

LONGPORT, STAFFS. 

BULPITT*SONS U* 
BIRMINGHAM 

SHEETMETAL WORK OF ALL 
KINDS 

Gunners' 
Abrasions 

You would be interested in some of the letters 
we receive from Service men and women praising 
Germolene. 

Here is a Gunner writing for himself and his 
mates — just "to show my appreciation of 
Germolene, which is so marvellously quick in 
healing the cuts and abrasions which one suffers 
whilst doing maintenance work on the guns. We 
are a small detachment here, and we all club to
gether and buy a large tin of Germolene between 
us. We have never had any serious case of blood 
poisoning, thanks to its rapid healing properties." 

X̂ 0TUHH£?/̂ ysTR0U8Vl 

Getmotou 
ASEPTIC OINTMENT 

1/4 and 3/3 including Purchase Ttx 
SOLD EVERYWHERE (ind. N.A.A.F.I) 

HE SAYS 

Ai) REVOIR " 
BUT HE MEANS 

GOODBYE" 

Play Safe! use 

COLGATE 
DENTAL CREAM 

Twice deity 
1/3 Including Tax 

When " boy meets girl " 
but somehow forgets ito 
arrange another meeting, 
it is often because he finds 
her guilty of Oral Offence. 
Scientific tests prove that 
in 7 cases out of 10 
Colgate Dental Cream 
stops Oral Offence that 
originates in the mouth. 
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The cookhouse is at the bottom of a violent slope 
and the M.O. has received several complaints about 
pains in the legs after meals. 

The old Army system of 25 hours in each working day 
has come into effect again and Lieut. Barton is thinking 
of polishing up his exchange operating to help out the 

r hardpressed Sigs. staff. 
Cpl. Murray is operating at his ancestral home, 

Murray Barracks. He says everything is under control, 
but don't walk in the wrong gate ! 

MORTAR PLATOON. 
We left you last aboard M.V. Dilwara as we were 

sailing from Singapore on our voyage to Hong Kong. 
We will pick up the threads from these. 

Strange as it may seem, the Mortars were, for some 
unknown reason, chosen to act as Ship's Police during 
the voyage, and reaped the benefit of having the better 
type of accommodation to exist in. 

The trip was quite uneventful, apart froiji the odd 
game of tombola and an afternoon at the races, charpoy 
bashing, or should I say deck bashing ? seemed to be 
the order of the day. 

We arrived at Hong Kong and remained abroad for 
nearly three hours before disembarkation took place. 
We extended our heartfelt sympathy to Sgt. "Ginger" 
Gasson, as he was escort to the Colours, which 
necessitated his standing properly at ease for that space 
of time, on such a very warm morning. 

PIONEER PLATOON. 
Once again the little old man and his paint brush 

brings you more news about the Pioneers. 
The last time we went to press, we were sailing the 

high seas on M.V. Dilwara. Naturally enough, on 
arrival at Hong Kong, stacks of work awaited us, but 

* being Pioneers, this did not worry us in the slightest. 
Interesting to note was that the Advance Party, 

containing Cpl. Allred, arrived two days after the main 
body had disembarked ! 

Our infamous Benny (Lynch) has at last found a 
corner where he can "brew up" without disturbances, 
this being behind the petrol dump, where his primus 
stove never seems to dry up. Our Avery (Mepacrine) 
is having no time to spare with the trowel, his first and 
main job being to install a stove in the Pioneer Shop, 
much to the delight of "Charpoy" Smith. 

Also for our enjoyment are music while you work 
programmes provided by "Havildar" Hisgrove on a not 
too tuneful mouth organ, his main work being "There's 
a happy land somewhere". 

Residing outside the "shop" at the moment is a 
somewhat Heath Robinson affair which to everyone's 
amazement "Luscious Linda" Parnell insists on calling 
a sentry box, but we are convinced that it is the remains 
of Noah's Ark. Keep it up, "Linda". We'll make you 
a carpenter yet ! 

As N.A.A.F.I.time draws closer to us, we end by 
wishing all exPioneers, including "Doc" Cox, the best 
of everything. 

"A" Gompany. 
The month of January, 1947 has brought with it little 

of major importance in the general interest line, but it 
has commenced the "settling down" of the battalion 
on a more static basis (we hope), and a "getting back" 
to a more peacetime routine. 

Four days' journeying changed the weather, if not our 
SergeantMajor's voice ! 

That's how long the good ship Dilwara took to bring 
this nomadic battalion from the equatorial heat of 
Singapore to Hong Kong where our Tarzantanned 
bodies are now shrouded in battle dress and sometimes 
the additional greatcoat. 

The lads on night guard at the 28 I.G.H. almost half
way up the Peak are rapidly becoming homesick because 
of the fog most nights. 

Climatic conditions apart, however, we are all willing 
to admit that it's been a change for the better. After 
all, Singapore was a bit expensive, and a bloke's morale 
can be affected by the weight of his pocket. And talking 
of changes, we are just getting over that uncertain 
feeling of "Wonder what the new C.O.'s like ? 

Everybody knows that now we are going to say that 
our guard commitments have been heavy. Well, you 
are quite right, they have been, but with the Devons' 
arrival the other day, we should get some relief, and then, 
of course, training starts again. 

The Chinese New Year ate up all available N.C.O.'s 
and men for duties, but was very quiet and no incidents 
were experienced. 

Believe it or not, the company is in Murray Barracks, 
almost in the heart of Victoria, and therefore amenities 
are more accessible, and we hope to make the most of 
them when we get more free nights. 

Sport, of course, has gone by the board, but under the 
expert guidance of 2/Lieut. McGrath and Pte. Hugo 
we are getting organised once more. The few games 
we have played have been only "scratch games", but 
we played "C" Company to a draw at football. 

We welcome the arrival of two new officers, 2/Lieut. 
McGrath and 2/Lieut. Bishop, and also C/Sgt. Smales, 
L/Cpl. Oliver, Ptes. Toes, and Jones, A., and we hope 
that they enjoy their stay with us. Lieut. Emmett has 
rejoined us from L.I.A.P. looking rather dapper, but 
pale. Pte. "Ginger" Harris had four haircuts in two 
days (under pressure). Pte. Hill, A., is running second 
with two in three days. 

The company are asking who the Major was who 
reverted to W/S/Captain so that the C.O. could go 
"walking out" that night in B.D. with his correct rank 
up, and further, so that a certain ColourSergeant of 
the Colour Party Escort could be rather "spiv" next 
day, with gold crowns above his stripes. 

Well, we hope to have lots more interesting news for 
you next month. What with cadres, courses, and 
carousals, it should be some month ! 

Yes, I think we will like Hong Kong. 

4 4 B "  G o m p a n y .  
The company, together again after a long spell of 

detachments in Singapore and two in Hong Kong, now 
finds itself with Headquarter Company and "C" Com
pany on detachment at Lyemun Barracks. 

At the moment we have 27 men attached to "A" 
Company at Murray Barracks for guard duties there. 
Besides this we are providing guards for Shouson 
Magazine and the R.E.M.E. Workshops. We also 
provide an Operational night guard in patrol form. 
There is a track which even goats would find difficult 
in negotiating, and along this track is a thick electric 
cable buried several inches deep. It seems that the 
Chinese gentlemen in Hong Kong have a particular 
liking for electric cable I Hence the patrols. 
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Company Headquarters remains the same. C.S.M. 
Mawson—detachment R.S.M.—has signed on and is 
shortly going home on L.I.L.O.P. as a reward. C/Sgt. 
Hutchins is now finally established and has proved a 
most able successor to C/Sgt. Wilkinson. The remainder 
of the staff are starting to count the days to either 
Repat. or Release. 

No. 4 Platoon are still bemoaning their loss to January 
Python of Cpl. "Smudger" Smith and Ptes. "Chindit" 
Kenevan and "Pugy" Haughton. They are convinced 
that had the Dilwara remained at the quayside a further 
five minutes, they could have entice Cpl. Smith on board. 

No. 5 Platoon spent several days on detachment at 
Shouson Magazine and according to all reports had a 
good time. Their only grouse Was that they spent a 
small fortune on candles there, as the generator was 
extremely temperamental and would insist on failing 
early in the evening. 

No. 6 Platoon has just returned from detachment at 
Stanley Prison, where they were guarding Jap war 
criminals. Among these were five Generals, two 
Admirals, and numerous sea captains and colonels. 

A gaol break in the prison hospital, by the Chinese, 
was foiled by the prompt arrival of two panting Buffs 
with bayonets fixed. They arrived before the prison 
authorities and gained their appreciation and con
gratulations. Well done ! 

Who was the Sergeant, by the way, who had fried 
prawns in Stanley village one evening, and was snoring 
for the rest of the night ? 

SPORT. 

As you will have seen, owing to our guard commit
ments our sports programme has had to be rather 
curtailed. 

We have had two football matches, both of which 
had to be played in slippers owing to the boots still 
being in transit. Unfortunately we lost to "A" Com
pany, but managed to beat the redoubtable "C" 
Company 3—2. 

Most of the gaps in the team have been filled now, 
but it seems that our search for a goalkeeper is going 
to be a long one. 

We hope to hold some interplatoon matches in the 
company, so that more people will have the chance to 
play, and our best company team can then be fielded. 

Hockey and cricket are not being played on a large 
scale at the moment, but as soon as these start again, 
the long quest for hidden talent will resume, as we have 
many gaps in our hockey and cricket teams. 

A certain "B" Company detachment was challenged 
by some local talent to a game of base ball. We won by 
five runs or homers or what you will. We should have 
done even better had we been acquainted with the rules 
of this famous game, as owing to the fact that the 
oldest member of the opposition was only thirteen years 
old, the rules did not seem to be at all consistent. 

"C" Gompany. 
The voyage from Singapore was, on the whole, fairly 

calm and nobody was seen hanging over the rails for 
any other reason than for pleasure ! On board, the 
company indulged in tombola, horse racing, eating, 
sleeping, sunbathing, and even in a tugofwar against 
the Gunners, who were completely outpulled. All these 
pastimes contributed immensely to the enjoyment of 
the vpyage. By the end, too, people were thinking in 

terms of bells, port and starboard, and no one dreamed 
of saying "left" and "right", or "downstairs". 

During the voyage the weather grew steadily colder, 
until the 4th January, when we at last thought we had 
all but reached the Pole. Instead, we sighted Hong 
Kong, and steamed majestically into the harbour. 
By noon we were disembarking in landing craft and once 
again setting foot on terra firma. R.A.S.C. transport 
then took us off on the seemingly neverending climb to 
Lyemun Barracks, in which we now abide. These 
modern barracks, although still lacking the rugs and 
bedside lamps promised to the post war Army, are'well 
situated close to the sea and command a glorious view 
across the scattered islands to the vast range of moun
tains beyond, a view which combines the Bay of Naples 
with the rugged shores of Scotland, and a touch of the 
East. 

On the day after our arrival at Lyemun the company 
was reinforced by fifteen more happy faces straight from 
the U.K., to whom we give a very hearty welcome 
as they will help out the Guard Roster. These guards 
seem to bfe our chief pastime, one which claims many 
precious hours of sleep, although those in Victoria, 
such as the War Crimes Court, D.I.D. and E.S.D., are 
apt to be a little more colourful than the rest. 

One bleak morning, Major Bossom decided to give 
the entire company a real treat ! So without a word of 
warning they were led to the foot of the largest and 
bleakest mountain and merely told to follow him to the 
top. This vast mountain, rising many hundreds of 
feet above sea level, proved to be anything but a treat ! 
Somehow the company, including Pte. Mitchell, reached 
the summit, where they were rewarded with a magnificent 
panorama, the likes of which their eyes had never beheld 
before, nor have yet, nor ever will, for the summit of 
this "Everest" is continually shrouded in the densest 
of mists. 

Hardly had they had time to recover when a route 
march was decided upon. The way things are going, 
"C" Company should all be three star privates on fitness 
alone. 

The football team has played three notable matches, 
ably led by their Chindit, of Burma fame, Pte. Castle. 
We won two and for some unknown reason 'drew one. 
The first match was against the submarine Aurora, 
who came up for air and were immediately beaten 4—1. 
Our wee centreforward, Pte. Cushway, was responsible 
for three of these goals. 

The second game was a bit more ambitious, for we 
gaily challenged H.M.A.C. Glory to a match, which 
resulted in a draw. This was one of the hardest and 
cleanest games possible, and a return match is eagerly 
looked forward to. The last, but by no means least, 
was the replay of the finals of the InterCompany 
Competition against Administration Company. The 
score 5—0. No more need be said ! 

It will be seen that "C" Company has settled down 
happily in Hong Kong, and it is felt that we are all very 
glad to be on this island, one vastly more pleasant than 
the one we have just left—and we do not mean England. 

"D" Gompany. 
On Monday, 30th January, 1947, with the rest of the 

battalion, the boys embarked for Hong Kong. Not, 
however, until L/Cpl. Teden discovered that the last 
packing case had not been nailed down. This peculiar 
fact was due to the hammer being packed in the next box 
but one. Future C.Q.M.S.'s please note ! 
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The voyage to Hong Kong proved uneventful, except 
that some of our Danish friends kept requesting for a 
late pass. One of the Sergeants, "Winkie" Webber, on 
hearing of this, immediately requested them to get a 
grip I Our Company Runner, "Sailor" Thynne, would 
persist in asking the skipper of our vessel if he wanted 

* any "char and wads" on the bridge! This, however, 
was met with such stern rebukes, that the poor lad has 
suffered greatly from nerves. Whenever sent anywhere 
on duty, he is not seen again until weeks afterwards. 

On landing at Hong Kong, the company found itself 
in Lyemun Barracks. The environment proved some
what novel. Here were sights and sounds entirely new. 
To begin with, many of the lads saw a fire in a grate for 
the first time for many.a long day. The barrack buildings 
themselves were situated overlooking the entrance to 
the harbour. All around were high hills. The sides of 
these hills gave infinite gradations of colour throughout 
the day. Shadows would go chasing across them, 
reminding one of parts of dear old England. I.O., 
please note that England is one of those new countries 
somewhere abroad. Full information can be obtained 
from the Orderly Room, Ref Ord 961/A1/2. Next order 
has been cancelled. 

"D" Company was immersed in a sea of guard duties. 
In fact, so many men were on guards that the Company 
Commander himself was SecondinCommand of a 
guard. Some members of the company were chosen to 
be members of a guard of honour to the C.inC. of the 
British Pacific Fleet. There was a great pressing of 
serge, and stacks of drill parades^so many, in fact, that 
great furrows can be seen on the parade ground. How
ever, the parade turned out to be a fine success, as was 
recorded by many "roving" cameramen on that day. 
The person most unhappy over this event though is 
L/Cpl. Woodman. It appears that his hat G.S. has 
collapsed owing to the great strain on the wire inside. 
Consequently his headwear appears to have been hit by 
an atom bomb ! 

Among our friends the Danes appears a very versatile 
person in the form of Pte. Jorn Lovstrom, the C.Q.M.S.'s 
clerk. Not only does he speak Danish and English well, 
but he is also delving into the depths of Italian. Here's 
wishing you success in your linguistic studies "Jorn . 

From Lyemun at the far end of the island, "D" 
Company has now moved to Murray Barracks. Much 
to the delight of Cpls. Co well and Frankish, Sgts. 
"Winkie" Webber, "Smudger" Smith and "Jemi" 
James, it was found that some beautiful guards were on. 
One can well imagine the lads' glee. There seems to be, 
however, much competition between Cpls. Rose, Pearson 
and Bellamy as to who should be N.C.O. i/c reliefs. 
Cpl. "Jock" Sanderson, the Company C.O.S., has already 
worn three inches off his legs running up and down the 
many stairs detailing men for duties. 

We congratulate Ptes. Sheard, Thomson, Killinn, 
Jones, and "Jock" McAuley on their recent appointment 
to LanceCorporal and the first step towards their 
"fried egg". Good luck to you all, lads ! 

So here on guards we leave "D" Company. Here in 
the city of mistwreathed hills and clanking trams 
may the new company continue to uphold the good name 
of the old one. 

had seen better days. However, in spite of three of the 
vehicles losing their way, all the trucks eventually 
reached Lyemun Barracks, where Administration Com
pany shared with H.Q. Company a block immediately 
above the N.A.A.F.I., which suited most people. 
Notable exceptions were men in debt, who found the 
canteen too much for $7 a week. As a result, tea and 
wads in the Company Office in the morning was a bit of 
a problem. Our Companv Clerk Hill and Runner Curley 
were on $7 and the C.S.M. was not exactly in credit, 
so the Company Commander had to pay, a thing never 
heard of in Singapore. 

The stay at Lyemun Barracks was destined to be 
shortlived for the majority of the company, and on 
20th January, 1947 we packed up and moved down 
from the hilly, widespread Lyemun Barracks to the 
compact Murray Barracks, situated in the centre of 
Victoria. Administration Company, as usual, took 
second place to the rifle companies as far as accom
modation went on the arrival at Murray, and C.S.M. 
Garratty for the first few days found great difficulty 
in finding out who was here and who wasn't. 

Sport has carried on, and we, rather surprisingly 
[Why surprisingly ?—Rdf], were beaten 5—0 by C 
Company in the replay for the final of the Company 
Knockout Competition which had been drawn on 
Boxing Dav. At hockey we lived up to our name by 
defeating "A" Company 4—3 in a fast and exciting 
game ; but we were unfortunately unable to do the 
same to "A" and "D" Companies combined, and they 
beat us 2—1. 

Nobody has left us this month, but we are very 
pleased to welcome Captain J. B. M. Russell, who 
returned to the battalion having completed three 
months at the Malaya Command Training School. 
We hope his stay in Administration Company will be a 
happy one. Lieut. Sutcliffe, who had been Company 
Commander since November, has handed over and gone 
back to M.T., where Lieut. Aldridge stays with him. 

And so, with the temperature here at 60 degrees and 
people longing for some Singapore weather, we hear 
heartening news that there are 20 degrees of frost in 
London. So you still want to go back ? 

P. and P. Assoc., Folkestone Branch—continued 
from p. 58. 

15th February"—carried. At the same time a 
vote of thanks was accorded the organisers of 
the trip. 

All members please note that the next 
Monthly Meeting on Tuesday, 8th April, will 
be the Annual General Meeting, at which the 
Branch officers for the following year will be 
elected. Will everyone make an effort to attend, 
and if your friend and member does not see 
these notes, tell him and bring him along with 
you. 

There was a proposition carried for a visit to 
Ramsgate on Friday, 16th May, and the Hon. 
Secretary was instructed to communicate with 
the Ramsgate Branch and make the necessary 
arrangements. 

We welcomed a new member to the Branch— 
Mr. W. Couchman, late of the 2nd Battalion. 

The monthly collection realised 15/ for 
Branch funds. 

Administration Company. 
Administration Company disembarked from H.M.T. 

Dilwara at 11.30 hours on the 5th January, 1947, at 
Queen's Pier, Hong Kong, where we boarded 3/tonners 
of various types, the majority of which looked as if they 
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Beneath Bell Harry. 
A L T H O U G H  w e  

^^have not, as yet, 
been called upon to 
take an active part 
in Operation King 
Coal, our own prob
lems of fuel economy 
and keeping training 
going in the snow, 
have kept us busy 
during the fuel crisis. 

The cookhouse in 
New Infantry Bar
racks has been closed 
down, while petrol has 

largely replaced coal in cooking and heating in 
Officers' and Sergeants' Messes. 

However, its an ill wind that blows nobody 
any g°od, and the satisfactory bar profits in 
messes and canteens do not owe little to the 
present weather. 

Our sporting activities (if one doesn't count 
the Adjutant's pigeon shoot) have been confined 
to the gym, where a team of young trainees is 
getting fit for the second round of the District 
InterUnit Boxing Championships, in which 
we meet the I.T.C. 

In the very near future we shall be welcoming 
an addition to our permanent staff. Major 
Plumptre, fresh from instructing at Hythe, 
has been posted to us to take over command 
of No. 2 Company. He paid us a brief visit last 
week looking well—if a little harassed over the 
housing problem. 

Major Fox recently celebrated a very notable 
birthday anniversary, in which he was joined 
by Lieut.Colonels R. F. Parry and Joe Tuff. 

We were delighted to have Colonel Howe 
with us for a few days. He was down here for 
a Regimental Committee Meeting, as were 
Brigadier J. F. W. Allen, Major Tomlinson, 
Tony Taylor and Maurice Hart. Lieut.Colonel 
E. H. Allen and Dick Holman paid us a visit 
later in the month. 

Geoffrey Cox, who has taken over the duties 
of T.A. Adjutant, is at present living with us. 

The greater part of the Tomlinson collection 
of prints now hangs in the Officers' Mess, as 
does the portrait of Queen Elizabeth, presented 
to the 2nd Battalion by Colonel Crookenden. 

Bandmaster Foster has already produced a 
very creditable Band from the boys recently 

sent from Shorncliffe. They have played in 
church and are shortly to take the parade 
ground. Their numbers are to be increased 
and so we hope soon to be selfsupporting as 
far as music is concerned. 

It is hoped to arrange a Buffs Cricket Week 
at the Depot during the coming Summer. 
Detailed arrangements have not yet been fixed 
but we shall endeavour to publish them shortly 
in The Dragon. 

Sergeants' Mess. 
February and the beginning of March have been foul 

months, and outside the Mess all has been at a standstill. 
The weather has prevented good attendance at Mess 
functions, although the whist drives and social evenings 
have managed to induce a few out to visit us. Another 
pleasant evening was spent when the Corporals came over 
to a games night. It was good to entertain them and 
they have some good dart and snooker players—too 
good in some cases, considering they played on a strange 
table. 

Next week we are having our dance in the new 
gymnasium, and I feel sure it will prove a far better 
place than the Cavalry Theatre, which is really too 
large and certainly too cold. The enthusiasm that is 
being shown is, I believe, altogether more than was 
shown below, and as an inquisitive chap I have been 
speculating. Can it be that we have at last found 
competition now that there are more units here, or 
would the migration of new A.T.S. have anything to do 
with it ? We shall know after the dance anyway. 

Did you know that we have a wouldbe champion 
among us ? We have. Sgt. Richards has already won 
the District Featherweight contest and next week is 
off to fight in the Command Championships. Con
gratulations and best wishes for the next show. And, 
by the way, don't be misled about this Sergeant's 
billiard prowess. He has paid to learn, so he says, 
and now it's the other folks' turn. 

It seems that a certain boat in the process of being 
built is nearing completion. At least, there's rumours of 
it. I was asked to include this advert, in these notes : 

"FOR SALE.—One spine pad, several suits of green 
jungle dress and a dozen boxes of malaria pills. Can 
be had over the bar by arrangement." 

A little while ago two things were brought to my 
notice. As I'm uncertain who I'm talking about, 
perhaps the person concerned will be interested ! 
An advert. (I believe it was in the Kent Messenger) 
asked for the person who rides the first issue of the 
twowheeled bicycle through Canterbury to com
municate with the Curator of the Canterbury Museum, 
with view to sale. A booklet is now on sale about 
Pipes and Tobacco, the narcotic habit, and how to 
refrain. 

Two Mess meetings back a proposal was made by a 
certain chess enthusiast. He wishes to arrange chess 
tuition for anyone interested, once winter conditions 
allow him to visit the Mess, and he has contacted 
a suitable set for sale. 

The ladies at the recent whist drive were kindly 
struck by their reception at the floating table. I had to 
explain it was not ulterior motives on the R.S.M.'s 
part, but he was merely continuing his nightly duty of 
chief stoker, and most certainly not an inferiority 
complex or the fear of revoking. 
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Lightning Cough Mixture soon stops the attack 
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This new document check is proving an embarrass
ment to a certain member of the Mess. A suggestion is 
that now page 10 of the A.B.64 must be completed. 
He puts in brackets the word "Temporary" in the date 
column. 

It is suggested that the ArmourerSergeant be issued 
with a copy of "Fire Orders", so that he will be able to 
take the necessary steps should his handling of the new 
fire range cause an alarm. 

No. 1 Gompany. 
The weather has prevented any sport and even 

training has suffered so that the news is very brief. 
But today (Sunday) the sun has appeared and already 
the snow has started to disappear, so that perhaps 
next month there will be a revival of sport and a little 
more matter from which to compile a brighter survey. 

The C.S.M. has gone off on leave. We hope it is a 
break for him and that he will arrive back refreshed 
after a wellearned rest. The work of keeping up with 
the usual routine and at the same time handing over 
the old business of the 12 I.T.C. has made the last few 
months a very hard time for all concerned, particularly 
the administrative side of the company, but at last 
things are showing signs of straightening. 

By the time this appears in print we shall have said 
farewell to Sgt. Brothers and perhaps also Sgt. Young 
will be packing his kit to go off on a prerelease course. 
Both these N.C.O.'s have been with the company a long 
time and we shall be sorry to lose them. I am sure 
everyone wishes them every success in civilian life. 

Unfortunately these notes are due in too soon for a 
report on the P.T.C. recruits boxing. At the present 
time there is some very good talent and taken in hand 
we ought to produce a good team for the district tourna
ment which is only a week or so ahead. 

Colonel F. W. B. Parry has visited the company on 
several occasions and is showing a lively interest in the 
training and also the sporting part of soldiering. He is 
taking a very great interest in the social side of barrack 
life and already plans are ahead for the betterment of 
amenities in the barrack and sitting rooms. Everyone 
will appreciate the difficulties of obtaining the necessary 
improvements and it is hoped that once they arrive 
everyone will cooperate in looking after them. A 
plentiful supply of new sports kit has also been allotted 
to the P.T.C., so that now the better weather is arriving 
we shall soon get the outdoor sports going. 

We welcome to the company Cpl. Killick and L/Cpl. 
Ragless, and hope they will like their stay. At the 
same time I must mention the loss of Cpl. Yarranton, 
who has left us for a boat ; whoever gets him will soon 
find they have a fine N.C.O. who will do well wherever 
he goes. Good luck, Cpl. Yarranton ! 

No. 2 Gompany. 
We open this month with snow still hampering our 

training programme, although Sgt. Purkiss can be 
seen amidst ten foot snow drifts with his squad's heads 
barely visible over the top. We hear that this Sergeant 
has been so kind to his lads lately that they run home to 
mother ! 

Gather round, folks ! We have discovered another 
Robert Taylor in our midst. A certain Sergeant was 
taken home on leave by a very nice A.T.S. girl, and while 
there he changes his mind and becomes engaged to her 
sister. He is free, girls, any time after five o'clock. 
Knock twice and ask for Charlie. 

We hear that one Sergeant in our company is so 
"browned off" with staying in at night that he has 
volunteered to do all the cadet training and duties for 
the next six months. Some say good old Bill ! 

The Company Office was like the inside of a beehive 
the other morning—documents everywhere and piles of 
pay books. The Orderly Sergeant was knocked clean 
off his feet by the C.S.M. as he Came flying out of the 
office. He had no sooner got up than he was knocked 
down again. This time he was rather dazed, and who 
wouldn't be ? Have you ever been hit by sixteen stone 
and had a cane poked in your eyes at the same time ? 

There were some very queer noises coming from "A" 
Block the other morning. At first we thought it was 
Cpl. Mannering serenading his squad, but it was after
wards found to be the Band boys practising. Sgt. 
Drury's squad fall in to the tune of "The Faversham 
bus doesn't run any more" ! So that's why he missed 
breakfast twice last week ! 

Since Cpl. Payne and L/Cpl. Staniland have returned 
from their Hygiene Course, they can be seen going round 
the company opening windows and sprinkling oil over the 
floors. What, no vacuum cleaners ! Good work, lads ! 
Keep it up ! 

But to put all joking aside, we should like to wish 
Lieut. Kirby every success on his course and may he 
soon return with many new ideas. 

This month we say goodbye to Cpl. Calcutt. Sgt. 
Purkiss will soon be away on a prerelease course 
(I think it will be on "Nursing Baby"). Let's hope it s 
twins, Ron ! 

We also welcome the new intake of 6th March. May 
their stay be pleasant and beneficial. 

In closing, we should like to welcome to the company 
Major Plumptre, who we understand is to take over the 
company this month. Let us hope by the time next 
month comes we may all be sweltering in shirt sleeve 
order. 

Depot Gompany. 
Not even the weather seems to deter the homecoming 

Buff. One would have thought that weather reports 
reaching the farflung members of the Regiment would 
make them think twice before returning home to these 
frostbitten lands. However, the family hearth still 
seems to hold some strange attraction for them, even if 
the coal has run out and Mr. Shinwell says "No" to 
electric fires. 

Amongst those who returned this month were . 
W.O.'s II O'Keefe, Crosby and Harris ; C/Sgt. Wilkins ; 
Sgts. Fox, James, Pinder, Barwick and Osborne. 

Officers attached temporarily to the Depot are :— 
Brigadier V. Boucher, Major T. R. Reid, Captains 
Hadshar and Harbord. Major R. J. Tuke has been 
posted to Shorncliffe. 

The 4th Battalion seems to be getting into shape now. 
As yet, no Commanding Officer has been appointed, 
but Captain Geoffrey Cox is ably filling the gap as 
Adjutant, temporary C.O. and everything else. Captain 
(Q.M.) T. Burt has recently been posted to the battalion 
as Quartermaster, R.S.M. Surridge as R.S.M. to the 
Battalion; C.S.M. Excell, having had a wellearned 
leave after being on the Officers Board, and Sgt. Olver, 
have also been posted. 
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Staff, No. 1 Gompany, 3 P.T.C. 
Back Row : Cpl. Adlams, L/Cpl. Gunnell, Cpl. Simmons, Cpl. Furio, L/Cpl. Andersen, Cpl. Davis 

L/Cpl. Wilkinson, L/Cpl. Corey, Cpl. Brown. 
Centre Row : Sgt. Croucher, Sgt. McKay, M.M., Cpl. Yarranton, Cpl. Craig, L/Cpl. Frager, 

L/Cpl. Dent, Cpl. Silk, L/Cpl. Long, Sgt. Elson, M.M., Sgt. Forster. 
Front Row : Sgt. Young, Sgt. Brothers, Lieut. Coleman, C.S.M. Calloway, Major DuncanSmith, 

Lieut. Ryves, Lieut. Dann, C/Sgt. Laker, Sgt. Richards, M.M. 

Band Boys. 
Everyone else is mentioning the weather, so perhaps 

we had better let it be known that on our first parade 
it snowed—to the disgust of our one and only 
McGuinness. Still, all thirteen of us managed to blaze 
out the Regimental March—and had "Belphegor" all 
ready in case of accidents. 

Our football team had its first game, managing to 
swamp a platoon team by 8—1 in spite of "Boots". 

A very enjoyable evening was spent in Canterbury 
listening to the Zorian String Quartette and our wireless 
is working overtime on the evening concerts. 

At present our leading lights at games are Fisher at 
darts, McGuinness at draughts and the man from 
Bridge at "falling over". 

Our numbers are being increased to 32, so there will 
be quite a few new faces coming in. We welcome Dark 
and O'Sullivan to the fold and send our best wishes to 
that host of "past boys" who are in the different parts 
of the world. 

THREEFOUR. 

Home Counties I.T.C. 
The Buffs Training Company. 

As usual, we have had our arrivals and departures, 
having two small platoons arrive and two rather larger 
ones posted. No doubt some of the latter are almost 
embarking for the battalions overseas. We wish them 
all the best of luck, wherever they go, and at the same 
time welcome those who have arrived. 

The Officers' arrivals this month brought back at least 
one old member of "I" Company of Canterbury days 
in the form of 2/Lieut. R. W. Smith, who has spent his 
short visit with us and is now on leave. Another Buff 
to report was Lieut. R. J. H. Pacy, who will be remem
bered by 2nd Battalion members. He is at the moment 
filling a vacancy in the Permanent Staff. Lieut. J. H. 
Bird and 2/Lieut. R. W. Reeve also arrived, and after 
a short visit have departed on leave. Lieut. P. R. J. 
Nicholl has returned from his course at Hythe and is 
fairly bristling with Aiming Lessons and "what have 
you." ! 

Our Company Commander, Major P. J. Lewis, has 
returned to harness after a bad attack of 'flu, to relieve 
Captain I. A. Clarke, who held the reins while the 
Company Commander was away. The Company Offices 
now seem much more spacious and are much more 
silent since "Sally" no longer stretches her portly form 
all over the floor. "Sally", by the way, is only paying 
a visit ; she is not to be taken on Permanent Staff. 

The C.Q.M.S. has returned from leave at last, and is 
in process of handing over to Sgt. Philpott prior to going 
on embarkation leave for posting overseas, and at long 
last has found a new hat—Caps, G.S., is the correct 
nomenclature I gather, but you do look different, Q ! 

Sgt. Wilson and Sgt. Witherall have returned from 
Hythe with new W.T. methods and Sgt. Wilson now is 
an instructor on the I.T.C. Cadre, imparting his know
ledge to other N.C.O.'s who are not able to get to Hythe. 
Courses are in full swing at the moment and con
sequently N.C.O.'s are continually changing their 
platoons. 

Sport this month has been confined solely to football 
except for a very few men who represented the I.T.C. 
at boxing at 31 P.T.C., Chichester. 
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FOOTBALL,—Only two matches have been played 
since our last notes, and we were unfortunate enough to 
lose one match. Our first match was against No. 2 
Training and Holding Company, which we won 6—1, 
while our second match was against the Royal Fusiliers, 
which we lost 3—1. This last match completed our 
matches in the Company League, of which we lost 
only the one to the Fusiliers, who have not, as yet, 
lost a match. So it seems that we are likely to come 
second in the league, with the Royal Fusiliers first, 
but we are satisfied and hope in the next tournament to 
take first place. 

I suppose the topical subject to write about would be 
the weather, but so many other people are doing that, 
that I will say no more but wait for "General Thaw", 
and will sign off with best wishes to all Buffs everywhere. 

front. Lieut. Ashton has returned to us from West 
Africa. Captain Lyons joined us about a month ago, 
and his legal knowledge is being exploited to the full. 
Major Lewis lives out in the main I.T.C. Married 
Quarters—Chefry Court—as does Major Wills (B., not 
J.). The delighted grin of the P.R.I, from his usual seat 
as he watches the military inhabitants of the flats just 
failing to catch the early 'bus has long since failed to 
amuse. 

No. 2 Training and Holding Company. 
All personnel in the company have been "frozen" 

this month ! However, it is nice to know now that the 
great freezeup has ended, and that Shorncliffe will once 
more be looking its attractive self. All the same, the 
office staff was very relieved that no "odd bods" were 
found in the area when the snow finally cleared away. 

Since the appearance of the last notes, two out
standing events have taken place—the visits of the 
C.I.G.S. and the Colonels of the seven linked regiments. 
On both days the weather was bad, and in consequence 
not much was seen of the work of the I.T.C. as far as 
this company was concerned. However, the C.I.G.S. 
visited Somerset Dining Room, and spoke to several of 
us who had served under him in action. MajorGeneral 
Scarlett came down primarily to discuss regimental 
matters with the other Colonels of the Regiments. 

We congratulate C.S.M. Chapman on his being 
awarded the Certificate of Good Service, together with 
Sgt. Jamieson, who has drafted nearly four thousand men 
in his time, including 708 from this company while it 
has been at Shorncliffe. C/Sgt. Bowles, the East Surrey 
Regiment, was the third member of the company to 
receive the award. All three thoroughly deserved the 
recognition. 

The East Kent 'Bus Company, appropriately enough, 
seems to have drawn heavily on exmembers of the 
Regiment who have recently been demobilised, and it is 
almost a pleasure to pay up to an old Buff ; there are 
several on the familiar 99 Route. 

The company is hoping to run a dance soon. We 
remember our successful effort at Gravesend, and feel 
sure that Lieut. Milne and Sgt. Bermitz will make a 
success of this one, provided always that an adequate 
supply of the "necessary" can be laid on. 

At the present moment we are having a big Dragon 
drive, and are hoping that we can induce many more to 
become annual subscribers ; we sell our monthly quota 
easily enough, and this month we have asked for an 
increased number to sell. 

Among those who have been sensible enough to 
reengage recently are Sgts. Cullen and Tucker, Cpl. 
Miles and Lewin, and Ptes. Nash, Thurley and Proctor. 
We were glad to see C.S.M. Faulkner here once more, 
over from Canterbury on duty. C/Sgt. Pawley has 
finished his tour of duty at O.C.T.U., and expects to 
be going abroad in the near future. 

Of the officers, Captain Pickard has now succeeded 
to the title of the Squire of Sand gate, having been 
fortunate enough, with a long term policy for summer 
weather, to obtain accommodation right on the sea 

4th Battalion. 

qHE pur/^5 
HTHE 4th Battalion, The 
* Buffs (T.A.), was reformed 

on 1st March, 1947, and 
recruiting commences on 1st 
April, 1947. Battalion H.Q. 
is situated in its old location, 
The Drill Hall, St. Peter's 
Lane, Canterbury, but no 
decision has yet been made 
as to company locations. At 
the moment no C.O. has been 
appointed ; Geoffrey Cox is 
the Adjutant and Tom Burt 
the Quartermaster. Other 
members of the permanent 
staff are R.S.M. Surridge, 

C.S.M. Excell, Sgt. L. Olver and Ptes. Rowe 
and Nash. C.S.M. Lewis is attached and 
carrying out the duties of Orderly Room 
Sergeant. 

0///CW /S0/ 

Future Events 1947 

Dragon Dinner Club Dinner, 7.30 p.m., 
Tea Party, 3.30 p.m., June 25th, United 
Service Club, Pall Mall. 

Remembrance Sunday, Canterbury, 
August 10th. 

Canterbury Cricket Week, Saturday, 
August 2nd, to Friday, August 8th. 
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A Modern Hanking 

Service for Officers 

The Officer who maintains an account with 
Lloyds Bank, Cox's & King's Branch, at 6 Pall 
Mall, Official Army and Royal Air Force Agents, 
enjoys many facilities beyond the receipt of pay 
and allowances. 

Arrangements can be made to cash cheques 
at any of the Bank's branches and agencies at home 
and abroad. The Indian and Burma branches can 
credit pay and allowances as they become due. 

The Bank will also, on request, deal with 
Officers' Income Tax, Retired Pay and Pensions 
and will furnish information on Insurance and the 
purchase and sale of stocks and shares. 

The Manager will be glad to open an account 
for Officers and discuss their financial problems 
with them. 

LLOYDS BANK 
LIMITED 

(cox's A N D  K I N G ' S  B R A N C H )  

ARMY A ROYAL AIR  FORCE AGENTS 

6  PALL M A L L  SW1 

Offices at or near all Army & Royal Air 
Force Centres throughout England & Wales 
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R O L L  O F  H O N O U  R — 1  H E  B U F F S  
(Issued with the March, 1947, number) 

HANCOCK, W/LT. A. S. 
RICE, CAPT. A. M. 

BACK, PTE. A. W. 
CUTTER, PTE. A. 
JEFFERIES, W/CPL. W. C. 
MCVEY, PTE. R. 
ORRIS, PTE. R. W. 
RANSON, PTE. W. 
WASLEY, PTE. F. W. 

OFFICERS KILLED 

249763 TAYLOR, W/LT. B. L. 
172114 

324656 

OTHER RANKS KILLED 

BAKER, PTE. J. H. C. 
COUCILL, PTE. J. 
GATTY, L/CPL. G. J. 
JACOBS, PTE. R. F. 
LOWE, PTE. E. T. A. 
NORTH, PTE. R. E. 
POTTER, PTE. B. R. 
TUBB, PTE. F. E. 

BAXTER, PTE. R. S. 
COOKE, L/SGT. A. E. 
DOWNEY, L/L/CPL. R. 
SIMMONDS, L/CPL. W. J. 

BRADDICK, PTE. F. G. 
LAKE, PTE. J. T. 

PLAMPIN, PTE. J. A. 

OTHER RANKS DIED OF WOUNDS 

GRATTON, PTE. E. W. LOGAN, L/CPL. B. DIXON, PTE. F. G. 
HAYNES, PTE. W. TALBOT, PTE. J. W. GRIFFITHS, PTE. E. W. 
JARVIS, CPL. L. W. 
WATLING, PTE. R. H. W. 

OTHER RANKS DIED OF WOUNDS AS PRISONER OF WAR 

Fox, PTE. E. S. A. GAVYN, Pte. P. J. 

CHAMPION, W.O. II R. 
Cox, U/L/CPL. S. P. 

AINGER, PTE. A. R. 
BELSEY, PTE. F. S. 
BUCKLEY, PTE. J. 
CLIFTON, PTE. F. P. 
DOAK, PTE. D. 
GASKELL, L/CPL. T. 
HANDEL, PTE. G. F. 
HUBBARD, PTE. D. J. 
LEE, CPL. J. J. C. 
MEARS, PTE. R. G. 

OTHER RANKS DIED 

DALE, W/SGT. P. 
GRIGGS, PTE. A. 

ROBINSON, PTE. F. E. 

OTHER RANKS WOUNDED 

OSBORNE, PTE. H. G. 
ROTHWELL, PTE. J. 
SMITH, PTE. P. W. H. 
TYTE, PTE. F. S. 
WHITTLE, PTE. J. S. 

ABBEY, L/CPL. P. R. A. 
BARTON, PTE. T. 
BROWNLIE, PTE. R. 
CLARK, PTE. K. 

CROSSFIELD, PTE. L. 
FOREMAN, PTE. W. F. 
HACKER, SGT. E., M.M. 
HOADLEY, L/CPL. M. H. C. 
KILNER, PTE. H. 
MAY, PTE. G. A. 
O'CONNER, L/CPL. T. J. 
PLUMLEY, PTE. A. E. 
SLAUGHTER, CPL. T. E., 

M.M. 

THOMAS, PTE. F. F. 
WHITBREAD, PTE. F. A. 
WRIGHT, PTE. R. I. 

BIGGADIKE, PTE. R. D. 
EDMONDS, PTE. S. G. 
FREEMAN, PTE. H. C. 
GASTON, PTE. C. A. 
JEALOUS, PTE. E. 
ORSMOND, PTE. H. W. 
SHONE, PTE. T. 
STANNARD, PTE. H. G. 
WEBB, PTE. F. 
WOOD, L/CPL. A. R. J. 

BECK, PTE. S. W. 
CROWLEY, PTE. D. 
FORD, PTE. T. D. 
GARDINER, PTE. H. J. 
GREENBANK, PTE. R. E. 
HUTCHINGS, PTE. G. L. 
MOXHAM, PTE. J. A. 
PRITCHARD, PTE. R. G. 

ROBERTS, PTE. F. 
SALLIS, W/SGT. F. J. 
SNELLING, PTE. H. W. 
SPALDING, PTE. G. H. 
WARD, PTE. H. 
WILLSON, L/CPL. R. 
WOODHEAD, PTE. G. M. 

BALL, PTE. H. A. 
BURROWS, PTE. D. A. 
CUTTING, PTE. P. H. 
ENGLAND, PTE. F. 
GALLOWAY, PTE. G. 
GOODENOUGH, PTE. R. 

C. A. 
JONES, PTE. C. 
PARODI, L/SGT. J. H. 
SHORTER, L/CPL. A. W. 
SULLIVAN, W/CPL. E. 
WELCH, PTE. J. 
WOOTTON, PTE. F. J. 

LIST No. 15 

PRITCHARD, PTE. R. G. 

FELLA, PTE. A. 
MONAGHAN, PTE. W. 
TURNER, L/L/CPL. F. W. 

E. 
WARD, PTE. W. F. 

HASELTON, PTE. C. W. 
TOWNSEND, U/L/CPL. 

W. G. 
WRAGG, L/L/CPL. R. S. 

EYERS, PTE. C. H. 
MOORE, PTE. W. S. 

CLARK, PTE. F. 

TRUNKFIELD, W/CPL. R. 
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7^'ffi^hand 

With a cup of tea or similar hot 
drink—that's the most popular way of taking 

i^T'ASPRO'. It's simple, direct and readyto
hand. In a few minutes the uneasy, groggy 
symptoms of the cold or 'flu attack begin to 

\ disappear—the process of getting ill is re
versed ; the process of getting well begins. 
'ASPRO' is effective because it is simple— 
just as Nature itself is simple. 'ASPRO' 
and Nature are allies ; the two work in 

nnnv to pive auick results—to defeat 
So 

By Appointment 

. BROOKE, Ltd. To the Late King George V. J. H. & J . BROOKE, Ltd. 
Established 1799 Wine Merchants 

LONDON 
27 CLEMENTS LANE, E.C.4 

Telephone : MANsion House, 5301 (3 lines) 

. . FOLKESTONE 
134 SANDGATE ROAD 
Telephone: Folkestone 3123 (2 lines) 

HYTHE 
78 HIGH STREET 

" 

Telephone : Hythe 6301 

TYPEWRITERS, 
FOR SALE OR HIRE 

Typewriters Repaired 

H. J. GOULDEN, Ltd. 
CANTERBURY AND DOVER 

Telephone 2785 

FRANK J .  SANGERS 
(EX BUFFS) 

Jfamilg ^Butcher 
LICENSED DEALER IN GAME 

You can rely upon the 
P R I V A T E  T R A D E R  
for Value, Courtesy and Service 

114 NORTHGATE St., CANTERBURY 

By Appointment 

To the Late King George V. 

Established 1799 

J. H. & J. BROOKE, Ltd. 
Wine Merchants 

LONDON 
27 CLEMENTS LANE, E.C.4 

Telephone : MANsion House, 5301 (3 lines) 

FOLKESTONE 

HYTHE 

134 SANDGATE ROAD 
Telephone: Folkestone 3123 (2 lines) 

78 HIGH STREET 
Telephone : Hythe 6301 
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Regimental Histories of The Buffs 

The following Histories may now be obtained from Secretary, 
P. and P. Association, The Buffs, 12 I.T.C. Canterbury. 

PRICE 
HISTORICAL RECORDS 

OF THE BUFFS 
1572—1704 

by H. R. Knight 

Half bound in leather 
£1 10s. each 

HISTORICAL RECORDS 
OF THE BUFFS 

1704—1814 
1814—1914 

by G. R. B. Knight 

HISTORICAL RECORDS 
OF THE BUFFS 

1914—1919 
by R. S. H. Moody 

A, SHORT HISTORY 
OF THE BUFFS 
by E Foster Hall 

In Two Parts 
£2 2s. 

c Out of Print 

i } One Shilling 

ALSO 
" DRUMS AND DRUMMERS " 

by G. R Howe  Price 2/
Postage extra 

A.J.WHITE(HATTER4 td. 

A. J. WHITE Mrs. WHITE 

CAP MAKERS 
TO THE 

REGIMENT 

# 
SOLE SUPPLIERS 

OF THE 
FLEXOLYTE 

FIELD SERVICE 
CAP 

REGIMENTAL 
CLUB & SCHOOL 

COLOUR 
SPECIALIST 

FANCY TIES, 
SCARVES, 

ETC. 

MAKERS OF EVERY KIND 
OF 

LADIES' & GENT'S HEADWEAR 
Established, over 80 years 

8 BURLINGTON GARDENS, W.l 
Telephone : REGENT 0582 

CONWAY WILLIAMS 
THE MAYFAIR TAILOR 

48 BROOK ST. ,  MAYFAIR, LONDON, W.l 
(Opposite Claridge's Hotel) 

AND 

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY 

Morning and Evening Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions 
Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits 

All Cloths cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand 
in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors 

REGIMENTAL TAILORS TO THE BUFFS REGIMENT 

Telephones: Telegrams: 
Mayfair 0945—Camberley 498 "Militaila Wesdo, London" 
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How to get 44 The Dragon" 
|pOR those wishing to receive the Paper direct through 

the post each month, the rates of subscriptions are : 
1 year, 8/. 6 months, 4/. 3 months, 2/. 

Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot the 
Buffs, Canterbury. 

25 YEARS OF CATERING FOR 
CANTERBURY AND GARRISON 
We have seen the change from large families 

and large joints, 
To small families and smaller joints, 
To rationing and even smaller joints. 
We make it our constant endeavour to help 

you through the week, 
And guarantee your Sunday joint, large or 

small. 
:: FAMILY BUTCHER :: 

Sausage 
Our well 

Established 
Speciality 

F. R. BEANEY p 
(EXBUFF) Rea"y 

22a MILITARY ROAD, Extensive 
CANTERBURY Refrigeration 

Telephone 2827 

& 
Telephone 2107 Established 1818 

GIBBS and SONS 
G E N E R A L  P R I N T E R S  

A L L  C L A S S E S  O F  
MILITARY PRINTING 
EXECUTED AT SHORT 

NOTICE

BALANCE SHEETS POSTERS 
PROGRAMMES 

SPORTS FIXTURE CARDS 
» 

PRINTERS OF THIS JOURNAL 

E S T I M A T E S  G I V E N  

16 Orange Street, Canterbury 

HAWKES & Co., Ltd. 
MILITARY TAILORS SINCE 1771 

Uniforms Made to Measure 

or for Immediate Wear 

at Competitive Prices 

Regimental Tailors to 

THE BUFFS 

1 SAVILE ROW, LONDON, W.l  
68 HIGH STREET, CAMBERLEY 
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HOW BIO 
IS  A  
TANKARD? 

Z.T , it might be said, is a matter 

of taste and capacity. For originally 
the tankard was a wooden vessel 

holding two gallons or more and 

was used as a water carrier. Etymo

logists have quarrelled for centuries 

over the word, some holding that it 

implies tin quart others that it is 

derived from the French estang or 

pool and yet another guess is that 

it comes from the Latin cantharus — 

a large vessel. Be that as it may the 

drinking tankard would appear to 

have shrunk since Falstaff's day. Per

haps capacity has not lessened but 

taste at least seems to have mellowed. 

Quarts, pints, half-pints are now the 
standard of silver tankards as they have 
been for more than two centuries. 

THE GOLDSMITHS & 
SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD 

112 REGENT STREET 
LONDON, W.l 

ONLY ONE ADDRESS - TELEPHONE : REGENT 3021 
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CIVIL & MILITARY TAILORS 

TELEPHONE 
2566 

COMPLETE OUTFITTERS 

CLOTHES WHICH BEAR THE 
AUTHORITATIVE STAMP OF 
QUALITY IN EVERY DETAIL 

CUT & MADE ON THE PREMISES 

WARRENS (CANTERBURY) LTD. 

14/16 SUN STREET CANTERBURY 

THE SINGING KETTLE 
R E S T A U R A N T  
(Opposite Cavalry Barracks Gates) 

LUNCHEONS.-.TEAS .-. SUPPERS 
Weekdays—9 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
Sundays—10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

SQUAD PARTIES 
CATERED FOR 

Proprietor : 
S. WILLOUGHBY 
(Late THE BUFFS) 

Vo fAojb air 

VYE&SOM 
<Ube d&htis'k, Qroee/S" 
SINCE 1817 -BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY 

TROPHIES 
DESIGNED & MADE BY CRAFTSMEN 
For threequarters of a century the name 
F. PHILLIPS has been synonymous with 
Trophies representing artistic perfection as well 
as sound economy. Cups, Shields, Medals, etc., 
are supplied from stock, or to special design. 

Quotations gladly submitted. 

F. PHILLIPS, 
(F. PHILLIPS and R. A. GARRATT) 

Wellington Street, Aldershot 

FOR : : : : 

ACCURACY IN DISPENSING 
AND : : : : 
RELIABILITY IN ALL MEDICAL 

AND SURGICAL GOODS 
oo 

WALKER & HARRIS, Ltd. 
Sun Street and Northgate Street, 

CANTERBURY 
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if 
The Questions You Ask.. 4 

Wkc 

OmA 

Waafi . . . ? 
YOU DO . . . Naafi is YOUR show 

Through your Institute Committee 
YOU have a direct voice in the 
running of your unit canteen. Every 
month a cash rebate on purchases in 
your Naafi is returned to your P.R.I, 
or P.S.I, who spends it for the com
munal benefit of the unit, in accord
ance with the recommendations ot 
your nstitute Committee. One month 
the money may be spent on a wireless 
set for your hut, another time it may 
be used to buy sports equipment, or 

to provide rrtc transport to a dance or sports meeting. Some of the money may be set aside for 
the purchase of newspapers or magazines for your reading room, and your special social events 
are probably paid for out of Naafi rebate. 

Naafi has no shareholders and no private capital. It is entirely self-supporting and makes no 
appeal for public subscriptions. Naafi pays its way on commercial lines, returning all profits to its 
Service customers either in rebate, discount, special amenities, Clubs or grants to Service Welfare 
and Benevolent Funds. 

Naafi policy is directed by a council of twelve. Presided over by Admiral Sir Harold 
M. Burroughs, K.C.B., K.B.E., D.S.O., this council consists of four representatives nominated by 
each of the Service Ministries. Actual administration is in the hands of a Board of Management, 
comprising of a serving officer from each of the Services and four civilians from the world of " big 
business." 

Naafi, greatest trading organisation of its kind in the world, does its utmost to give the serving 
man what he wants in his own canteen. 

NAAFI 
(Official canteen organisation of H.M. Forces in war and peace) 

HUXLEY TOWERS, CLAYGATE, ESHER, SURREY 



THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment). 
The Dragon. In each of the four corners the United Red and White Rose ensigned with the Imperial Crown. 

Veteri Frondescit Honore 
44 Blenheim," 44 Ramillies, 

* Talavera," " Albuhera, 
Oudenarde," "Malplaquet," 44 Dettingen," 44 Guadaloupe, 1759," "Douro, " 
*Vittoria,'' "Pyrenees," "Nivelle," "'ftive," 44 Orthes," 44Toulouse," 

"Peninsula,** "Punnlar," 44 Sevastopol," 44 Taku Ports," 44 South Africa, 1879,** 44 Chitral," 44 Relief of 
Klmberley,** 44 Paardeberg,'' 44 South Africa, 190002." 

The Great War—16 Battalions.—"Aisne, 1914,** 44 Armentidres, 1914,'* "Ypres, 1915, €17,** 44 Gravenstafel* 
44 St. Julien," 44 Frezenberg," 44 Bellewaarde," "Hooge, 1915," 44 Loos/* <4Somme, 1916, *18," 44 Albert, 1916, 
'18,'* 44 Bazentin," 44 Delville Wood," 44 Pozi£res," 44 FlersCourcelletle,'' 44 Morval," 44 Thiepval," , 44 Le Transloy," 
44 Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," 44 Arras, 19i7," 44 Scarpe, 1917," 44 Messines, 1917," "Pilckem," 44 Pass
chendaele," 44Cambrai, 1917, '18," 44 St. Quentin," 44 Avre," 44 Amiens,** "Bapaume, 1918," " Hindenburg Line,** 
44 Ep£by," 44 St. Quentin Canal," 44 Selle," 44 Sambre," 44 France and Flanders, 191418," 44 Struma's," 44 Doiran, 
1918," 44 Macedonia, 191518," 44 Gaza," 44 Jerusalem," 44 Tell 'Asur," 44 Palestine, 191718," 44 Aden,** 44 Tigris, 
1916," 44 Kutal Amara, 1917," 4 Baghdad," 44 Mesopotamia, 191518." 

Agents—Lloyds Bank, Ltd., Cox's & King's Branch. Regimental Journal—44 The Dragon Canterbury. 
Regimental Association—The Past and Present Association, The Buffo, Canterbury. 

Record and Pay Office ... Ashford, Middlesex. 

Allied Regiment of The Canadian Army. 
The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada. .14 

Colonel ... MajorGeneral Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C., ret. pay, p.s.c. ... 4/6/43 
Officer Comdg. 3P.T.C. and Buffs Depot, Canterbury—Lt.Col. F. W. B. Parry. „ 

Regular and MiUtla Battalions. 
Uniform—Scarlet. Fasings—Buff. 

Isf Battalion (3rd Foot)— .2nd Battalion (3rd Foot)—S.BA.LP. (Hong Kong) 
3rd Battalion (East Kent Militia)—Canterbury 

Territorial Army Battalions. I 
4th Battalion (Canterbury). Hon. Colonel ... Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D. ... 1/8/46 
5th Battalion (In abeyance). Hon. Colonel ... Col. E, B. Burns, T.D., D.L. ...* 5/12/45 

Name 

f Allen, E. H. ... 
§Rice, N. D.^ ... 

Hall, E. F., M.C. 

Boucher, Y.,C.B.E. 

Reid, T. R., M.C. 
Fox, P. R. H., M.C. 
Hoare, N. E ... 

Rose, A. J. D., OJB.E.... 
Ring/ J. B., D.S.O. ... 

Knocker, H. S. 
Coates, D. C 
Airy, E. A 
Bruce, B. P. C., M.C 
Nicholson, J. G., C.B.E. 
LyndenBell, P. T. G. ... 
Dewar, M. P. D„ M.B.E. 
Parry, F. W. B. 
Spear, T. H., O.B.E. ... 

Oliver, 6. E. F., D.S.O. 
Parry, R. F., M.C. 
Williams, H. P. ... 

Connolly, J. F., D.S.O. 
Craig, B. H. ... ' ... 
Reeves, N. R. ... 
Tuff, C. R. ... 
Jelf, A. G. 

Craddock, R. W., 
D.S.O.y M.B.Ei 

Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E. 
Gfcace, H. R. ... 
Scott, B. S., M.B.E. ... 
HarrisSt. John, B. J,... 
Lewis, P. J. 

Bdlmann, B. L C», M.C. 
Bdmeades, R. W. ... 

Rawlings, A. C. ...„ 
Horley, B. M. 
Bailey, N. T. ... 
Ravenhill, R. A. C. r ' 

§ Supernumerary. 

Present Unit or Appointment 
LTEUTENANTCOLONELS. 

... A.Q.M.G., H.^, Southern Command. 

... T/Brig., VicePresident Claims Commission 
and Director of Hirings and Disposals 
(Fixed Assets), S.B.A.LF. 

... T/Col., O.C. No. 1 Transit Group, c/o G.P.O. 
Singapore. 

... T/Brig., Student, Imperial Defence College. 

MAJORS. 
Buffs Depot. 
O.C. Buffs Depot Coy., Canterbury. 
Polish Resettlement Corp., North Eastern 

Command, U.K. 
T/Col., Deputy Mil. Sec., G.H.Q., M.E.L.F. 
T/Lt.Col., Deputy Gairrison Commander, 

Bicester. 
T/Lt.Col., A.A.G., H.Q., Burma Command. 
B.A.S. Polish Resettlement Corps. 
T/Lt.Col.;A G. 14, C.M.P. 
T/Lt.Col., O.C. 2 Buffs, 
T/Col., Seconded to Foreign Office. 
T/Lt.Col., Home Counties I.T.C. 
T/Lt.Col., O.C. H.C.I.T.C., Shorncliffe. 
T/Lt.Col., O.C. 3 P.T.C. 
T/Brig., Head British Military Mission to 

Belgium, Brussels. 
T/Lt.Col., O.C. 1 Buffs. 
T/Lt.Col., Buffs Depot. 
T/Lt.Col., A.A. & Q.M.G. Static Element, 

7 Armd. Div., B.A.O.R. 
T/Lt.Col., O.C. 163 O.C.T.U. 
1 Buffs. 
T/Lt.Col., S.O. 1 (P.T.), G.H.Q., M.E.L.F. 
T/Lt.Col., G.S.O.l M.I.I 1, War Office. 
Bde. Maj., 2 S.D.F. Inf. Bde., Keren, 
Eritrea. 

T/Lt.Col., G.S.O.l M.O.I, War Office. 
T/Lt.Col., GjS.O.l M.O.4, War Office. 
G.S.O.2 (Ops.), H.Q. 1 Corps, B.A.O.R. 
T/Lt.Col., 70 H.Q., C.C.G., B.A.O.R. 
2 i/c 2 Buffs. 
O.C. Buffs Coy. H.C.I.T.C. 

CAPTAINS. 
T/Maj., 2 Buffs. 
T/Maj., G.S.O.2, Allied Liaison Branch, 

C.C.G. (B.E.), B.A.O.R. 
D.A.P.M., London District. 
T/Maj., G.S.O.2, H.Q., S.B.A.LF, 
T/Maj., 2 Buffs. 

 T/]\Iaj., Bde. Maj., 131 Inf. Bde. (T.A.), 
Tunbridge Wells. 

Name 
Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E. 
Samuelson, J. P. W., ... 
. M.C. ... 
Dendy, R. H. ... 
Lucas, J. P 
Norris, N. F. H. C. ... 

Majendie, A. B. ... 
Harbord, K. P. G. ... 
Blaxland, W. G. 
Gay, A. W. . ... ... 
Bossom, C. 
Montgomery, D. 
McGrath, B., M.C. 
Lindley, P. A. N. 
Morgan, F. de R., M.C. 
Poulsen, N. D.... 
Cox, B G., M.C. 
Collins, H. A. ... ... 
Critchley, L O. 
Crichton, R. F. 
Worts, J. B., M.C. ... 
Semmence, R. G. H. ... 

May, J. F. 
Court, D. N 
GordonWilson, N. F.... 

Nash, J. P. ... 
ffrench Blake, M. A. O'B 
Hadshar, R. G. 
Iliffe, R. O. 
Dunglinson, W. G. H.... 
Thorneycroft, F. E. ... 
Barrett, D. P. R. 
Macdonald, B W. ... 
Marshall, F. ... 
Dent, J. E. 
Dubois, G. B 
Harley, D. B. ... ... 
Peckham. A. D. 
Johnson. T; S. ... ... 
Squire, S. J. 
Wilson, P. F. 
Hamilton, C. M. 
Gatehouse, H. R. 

Howe, L O 
Phillips, L M. 

Martin, H. J., M.B.E.... 
Ricketts, G. A 
Ransley, P. W., M.B.E. 

 Williams, L. J... 

Present Unit or Appointment 
T/Maj., 3 P.T.C. 

T/Lt.Col., G.S.Q.l, Min. of Defence. ^ 

T/Maj., 1 Buffs. 
T/Maj., G.S.O.2 (Trg.), 1 Dist. Corps, 

B.A.O.R. 
T/Maj., D.A.A.G., G.H.Q., M.BL.F. 

T/Maj., British Mil. Mission, Greece. ~ 
46 (T.T.), K.A.R. 
T/Maj., 2 Buffs. 
T/Maj., Bde. Maj., 9 Inf. Bde., M.BLF. 
T/Maj., D.A.A.G., H.Q., B.T.A., C.M.F. 
G.S.O. 3 H.Q. 139 InfT Bde. C.M.F. 
T/Maj., 2 (W.A.) P.T.C., West Africa. 
Language Course, China. 
Adjt. 4 Buffs 
T/Maj., 1 Buffs. 
T/Maj., 1 Buffs. 
2/4 Gurkha Rifles, India. 
Staff Captain, H.Q., Bast Africa Command. 

LIEUTENANTS 

T/Maj., D.A.Q.M.G, H.Q., Burma Com
mand. 

W.S./Capt., 1 Buffs. 
T/Capt., Adjt. 3 P.T.C, 
G.S.O. 2, M.I. 2, War Office. 

W.S./Capt., Home Counties I.T.C. 
T/Capt., C.M.F. 
3 P.T.C. 
T/Maj., 3/1 Gurkha Rifles, India. 

1 Wilts, India. 
5 Raj. Rif., India. 

2 Warwicks, M.B.L.F. 

2 Buffs. 
^2 Buffs. 
W.S./Lt. 

2ND LIEUTENANTS. 
W.S./Lt. 
W.S./Lt. 
QUARTERMASTERS. 
Maj. (Q.M.), H.CI.T.C. 
Gapt, (QM.) 3 P.T.C. and Depot the Buffo. 
T/Maj., School of Chemical Warfare. 

, T/Maj. (Q.M.) 1Buffs. , 
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Personalia. 
DESPECTFULLY and with humble 
*\luty we offer our deep sympathy to 
Her Majesty and the Royal Family on the 
death of His Majesty King Christian X, 
ColonelinChief of The Buffs. 

Colonel E. Foster Hall's address is H.Q., 
No. 1 Transit Group, c/o G.P.O., Singapore, 
Malaya. He has a house in the Nee Soon 
Transit Camp and looks forward to seeing 
personnel on the way to and from the 2nd 
Battalion. 

If prior warning is given him by those 
concerned he will take special steps to see to 
the comfort of wives and families during their 
stay at Singapore, whilst waiting for onward 
passage to Hong Kong, or the United Kingdom. 

Accommodation is normally arranged by his 
headquarters at the Rex Hotel in Singapore 
City, which is run by the Y.W.C.A. and is used 
as a transit hotel. 

Many may prefer to stay in Singapore City 
itself rather than go to Nee Soon, which is ten 
miles out and, that being so, they should inform 
Colonel Hall accordingly. 

Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. L. W. Lucas have 
* had a very pleasant winter at Kyrenia, Cyprus. 

The climate there is delightful, the scenery 
superb, food very good and liquor cheap. They 
hope that before they return home at the end 
of this month John Lucas and Colonel Rose 
will'pay th^m a visit, 

Lieut.Colonel C. E. Vaughan has moved 
from Cranmer Court to 114 Forset Court, 
Edgware Road, Marble Arch, W.C.2. 

Major W. B. E. Petersen, Assistant Military 
Attache, Royal Danish Legation, London, has 
been recalled for Service with the Danish 
Infantry and leaves for Denmark on April 25th. 
He will be stationed near Copenhagen. 

Major A. A. Huckle is on three months' 
leave from Malaya. He is now a member of the 
Malayan Civil Service and hopes to make his 
home in Malaya, where he returns with his 
wife and family at the end of his leave. 

C. PowellCotton writes that he is stationed 
at Kampala, Uganda. His present job is a very 
pleasant mixture of office work and touring. 

We congratulate Geoffrey Simon on his 
engagement to Miss Peggy BarryWalsh, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. BarryWalsh of 
"Trenlewis", Kilmallock, Co. Limerick. 

He hopes to get home at the end of August. 

We have received a copy of the Cyprus Mail 
of Friday, March 21st, which under the heading 
"Recruiting Sergeant Retires." records the 
service of SergeantMajor Stroud with the 
Regiment and some of his experiences when on 
the recruiting staff, 
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We offer our sympathy to Captain G. 
Hadshar on the death of his wife. 

6278802 L/Cpl. D. Girling writes that he is 
still serving in the Royal Corps of Military 
Police, being stationed at Mychett Barracks. 
He has just completed 28 years' service. There 
are not many Buffs in his area, but he sometimes 
sees Truby and Woods. 

A War Grave in Holland 
LJERE in our town there is a small British 

cemetery. We tend the grave of Lieut. 
Evans, P. B., 141 R.A.C., The Buffs ; killed 
November 21st, 1944, and buried Sittard
Ophoven, St. Andrew's Cemetery, Row 1, 
Grave 22. Would relatives or friends like to 
write us? Fam. van Gansewinkel, Engelen
kampstraat 18, Sittard, Limburg, Holland. 

(Picture Post, 29th March, 1947.) 

Births, Marriages and Deaths. 
BERTHS. 

Beevers.—On March 23rd, 1947, at the Stella 
Maris Nursing Home, Cambridge, to Christina 
{nee McKennedy), wife of Tim Beevers, a 
daughter (Caroline Mary). 

Gay.—On April 4th, 1947, at "Inverard", 
Inverleith Gardens, Edinburgh, to Dorothy 
(nie McMath), wife of Captain A. W. Gay, 
The Buffs, a son. 

Montgomery.—On March 16th, 1947, at 
Sarafand, Palestine, to Joan (nee Poland) and 
Major David Montgomery, The Buffs, a 
daughter (Pamela). 

O'Donovan.—On Wednesday, March 12th, 
 1947, at Kenwood Nursing Home, N.10, to 

Cynthia (nie Pinhey), wife of J. P. O'Donovan, 
a daughter. 

MARRIAGE. 
Rawlings—Gonran.—On March 29th, 1947, 

at Loddiswell, by the Rev. M. H. Sutton, 
assisted by the Rev. G. Bliss, Major Anthony 
Rawlings, The Buffs, only son of Rear 
Admiral Clive Rawlings, C.B., D.S.O., and 
Mrs. Rawlings, Gloyne, Yealmpton, Devon, 
to Daphne, elder daughter of Captain and 
Mrs. Conran, Blackwell Park, Loddiswell, 
Devon. t 

DEATH. 
Hadshar.—On April 13th, 1947, at Tunbridge 

Wells, Kent, Barbara, adored wife of Captain 
G. Hadshar, The Buffs, and formerly 2nd 
Gurkha Rifles, and beloved only daughter of 
J. O. Greiff and Mrs. Greiff, of Tunbridge 
Weils. 

Future Events, 1947 
Dragon Dinner Club, 7.30 p.m., Tea 

Party, 3.30 p,m„ June 25th, United Service* 
Club, Pall Mall. 

Cenotaph Parade, London Branch,, 
Sunday, June 1st, 3.30 p.m. 

Remembrance Sunday, Canterbury, 
August 10th. 

Canterbury Cricket Week, August 2nd 
to Friday, August 8th. 

The Buffs War Memorial Fund, 
1939—1945. 

TTHE objects of the Memorial are / 
* (a) A Book of Life in Which will be inscribed 

the names of those in The Buffs and the Queen's 
Own Rifles of Canada who lost their lives in s 
the recent war.  «v*; 

(b) To contribute towards the cost of placing 
suitable stained glass in the windows of the 
Warriors' Chapel. * 

(c) To erect an altar in the Warriors' Chapel, 
so that it may become a place for meditation 
and prayer and for occasional services. 

This altar, properly furnished, wiU be in 
memory of all who have ever served in The 
Buffs. . " 

Donations should be sent to the Hon. 
Treasurer, The .Buffs War Memorial Fund, 
Depot The Buffs, Canterbury, Kent. The 
target is £5,000. Please help us to attain this. 

DONATIONS. 

Major G. A. E. Chapman ... 
^ Rootes, Ltd. ... ... ... .... 

A. J. Parks (London Branch, P.P. Assn.) . 
A. E. Lewis (London Branch, P.P. Assn.) . 
A. E. H. Parratt, Esq. ... 
Mrs. A. Dundas ... ... ... 
Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Munro ... 
London Branch (Proceeds of Dance Raffle). 
Capt. Pitkin (London Branch) ... 
Lieut.Colonel R. F. Parry ... 
The Sheriff of Northgate ... ... 
Mr. C. Jeffery ...» ... 
Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Munro ... 
Lieut.Colonel H. F. Sparrow 
Lieut.Colonel N. R. Reeves 

Total to date ... ... x.. 

£ s. d. 
5 0 0 
5 0 0 

10 0 
2 6 

2 2 0 
10 0 0 
3 3 0 
1 14 10 

1 0 
10 10 0 

1 1 0 
1 10 
2 2 0 
5 5 0 
5 5 0 

£1,713 18 3 
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Regimental Gazette. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
TUESDAY, 11TH MARCH, 1947, DATED FRIDAY, 

14TH MARCH, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
The undermentioned to be Col. 
Lt.Col. (temp. Brig.) F. A. J. E. Marshall, 

D.S.O., M.B.E., M.C. (5713), from The Buffs, 
11th October, 1946, with seniority 6th Sept., 
1946. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 

TUESDAY, 18TH MARCH, 1947, DATED 
THURSDAY, 20TH MARCH, 1947. 

The King has been pleased to grant 
unrestricted permission for the wearing 
of the following decoration which has 
been conferred on the undermentioned 
personnel in recognition ofdistinguished 
services in the cause of the Allies :— 
Decoration conferred by the President of 

the United States of America. 
Bronze Star Medal. 

Lieutenant Geoffrey Harry Dennis Walsh 
(303289), The Buffs (Royal East Kent 
Regiment). 
SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE 

OF TUESDAY, 18TH MARCH, 1947, DATED 
.^FRIDAY, 21ST MARCH, 1947. 

« GENERAL LIST. 
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION. 

Lt. Thomas Ramsden Sykes (111960) from 
Emerg. Commn., The Buffs, to be Lt., 10th 
January, 1947, with seniority, 1st June, 1940. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

7 THE BUFFS.—The undermentioned Cadets to" 
be 2nd Lts., 1st February, 1947 :— 

6287139 Richard John Hardwick Pacy 
(376473), 14087373 Robin Walter Reeve 
(372568). 

TERRITORIAL ARMY. 
THE BUFFS.—Lt. (W.S./Maj.) J. Thompson, 

O.B.E. (75188) to be Capt., 12th May, 1946. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
TUESDAY, 1ST APRIL, 1947, DATED FRIDAY, 

4TH APRIL, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. H. R. Gatehotfse 

(375283) to be Lt., 5th April, 1947, 

R.A.S.C.—2nd Lt. (W.S./Lt) Ian Murray 
Pewtress (352317) from Emerg. Commn., The 
Buffs, to be Lt., 1st October, 1946, with 
seniority, 3rd December, 1945. 
SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE 
OF FRIDAY, 4TH APRIL, 1947, DATED TUESDAY, 

8TH APRIL, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
^ THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (W.S./Lt.) N. E. S. 

Salaman (194583) relinquishes his commn., 17th 
February, 1947, and is granted the hon. rank of 
Major. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
TUESDAY, 8TH APRIL, 1947, DATED FRIDAY, 

11TH APRIL, 1947. 
v. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
MOVEMENT CONTROL SECTION. 

2nd Lt. (W.S./Lt.) Ronald John Hillman 
(300193) from Emerg. Commn., The Buffs, to 
be Lt., 1st January, 1947, with seniority 15th 
February, 1944. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

THE BUFFS.—2548115 Cadet John Anthony 
Clent Bird (376458) to be 2nd Lt., 1st February, 
1947, with precedence next below 2nd Lt. 
R. J. H. Pacy (376473). 

14129227 Cadet Ronald William Smith 
(376522) to be 2nd Lt., 1st February, 1947, 
with precedence next below 2nd Lt. J. A. C. 
Bird (376458). 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No. 10 ISSUED ON 6TH MARCH, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
THE BUFFS.—Capt. (T/Maj.) (A/Lt.Col.) 

J. P. W. Samuelson, M.C. (73098) to be T/Lt.
Col. and W.S./Maj., 1st March, 1947. (Not 
remunerated from Army Funds.) 

TERRITORIAL ARMY. 
THE BUFFS.—Maj. J. Thompson, O.B.E. 

(75188), is regranted T/Lt.Col., 1st January, 
1947. 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No. 11 ISSUED ON 13TH MARCH, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
The undermentioned W.S./Lts. (A/Capts.) to 

be T/Capts. :— 
THE BUFFS.—I. A. Clarke (180527), 11th 

February, 1947 ; A. A. M. Ryves (269346), 
26th February, 1947. 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No. 13 ISSUED ON 27TH MARCH, 1947. 
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. REGULAR ARMY; 
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/CapL) to 
be T/Capt. :— 

THE BUFFS.—G. T. White (360645), 27th 
February, 1946. 

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to 
be T/Capt. ;— 

THE BUFFS.—F. F. Green (327265), 17th 
December, 1946. 

TERRITORIAL ARMY. C 
THE BUFFS.—Capt. (T/Maj.) J. E. Wills 

(73778), relinquishes T/Maj:, 10th January, 
1946. , 

The Regiment's Foster Child., 
The 9th Battalion The Buffs. 

By MAJOR P. L. C. H. RANCE. 

IN June, 1940, after a vist to the War Office, Bt.
Colonel E. G. Gardiner, M.C., The Royal Berkshire 

Regiment, T.A.R.O., provided himsfelf with Northamp
tonshire badges and buttons and called on Lieut.Colonel 
A. St. G. Coldwell at the I.T.C. with a view to command
ing the Regiments new Battalion. His interview 
resulted in further expense and transformation to 
Colonel Gardiner, who straightway left to purchase*the 
insignia of The Buffs. At about the same time the 4th 
Battalion in Belfast was instructed to despatch "2/Lieut. 
P. L. C. H. Rance Appointed Adjutant of Buffs" to 
Northampton ; and inhabitants of the I.T.C. were being 
puzzled by a wiry old frame in civilian clothes, crowned 
by a quizzical * Yorkshire countenance, lined and 
pokerized by about 34 years imbibing of the wisdom 
and cunning of quartermastery; the whole owned by 
Lieut, and Q.M. G. W. M, Oliver, late the EastYorkshire 
Regiment. 

Here, then was some sort of head structure for this 
new infant; the provision of a skeleton and nerve system 
was the unenviable task of Colonel Coldwell and Major 
Wilford, his Adjutant who has to squeeze the seemingly 
unsqueezable out of an I.T.C. recently bled to form the 
Holding Battalion. Thanks to them, and to the timely 
healing of some 58th and 5th Battalion wounds, a cadre 
of 6 officers and 150 O.R.'s rich in character and experi
ence was provided, not without considerable sacrifice 
on the part of the I.T.C. The War Office were to provide 
the meat of the body, raw, but firstclass homeproduced ; 
more of that later. 

The registered date of birth of the 9th BuffS was 
July 4, 1940. On the 8th the Cadre marched out of 
Talavera Barracks wearing their new badges bought 
wholesale from Birmingham by the C.O., headed in a 
hail and farewell gesture by the band of The North
amptonshire Regiment. 

The nursery provided was a camp in the grounds of 
Bisham Abbey, near Mariow, and here began the 
shaping of things to come. Ogicers came from various 
sources. The secondincommand was Major E. W. 
Hamilton, T.D., T.A.R.O., a former C.O. of The Queen 

Victoria Rifies (60th), who had dropped in 
rank to return To service* Lierits. Wright (58th) and 
Saunders (exGrenadier Guards), 2/Lieuts. Van Zeller, 
Miller, Crawford (brotherindaw of, Lieut.Colonej 
Melsome) and E. P. Sharman were nobly; spared by 
Colonel Coldwell. The Wiltshires sent 2/Lieuts* * Fox, 
Scott and Blake (all A.0.E.R. /ex169 QT.U). 
O.C.T.U.s provided 2/Lieuts. Earl, Cox, Clarke and 
Critchley, and the. A.O.E;.R.s' store of Great W$r 
experience Lieuts„,Laley,, Holding, MacDougall (ex
Indian Cavalry), Prebble (once and always a Buff), 
Prentice, M.C. and Bar (latQ A. and S.H.) andHilder, a 
fprrner "Regular Officer of Tke ~ Queen*s Own" R.W.K. 
Regiment. Doctor ArchdaleSmith ^rinningly treated 
the headaches. ^ r 

Amongst the members of the Sergeants' Mess were 
R.S.M. Geary, R.Q.M.S. B. Palmer (later R;S.M), 
C.S.M.s Carvell (later R.S.M.), Freeman, Lewis, Grant, 
Snedker, C/Sgts. Smith, Wilde, Allen (exSec. E. 
Reservist), Arnuil, and Sgt. Searle, who became O.R.S. 

Amongst the Sergeants were Sgt. Rootes (Provost 
Sergeant), Sgt. Hearne, a clearerup of messes, Sgt. 
Basted (later C.S.M.), Sgt. Rocker Roberts (late C/Sgt.), 
and Sgt. Bush (Officers' Mess Sergeant), and Cpl. 
Lockwood who was his assistant arid the regulator of 
the Commanding Officer's rising up and going down. 
Names and faces of note crowd into the writer's mind; 
he must be forgiven if a number of them are not 
remembered and space will not allow of the mention of 
all. 

The daily round was a strenuous one of drill and W.T. 
for officers and N.C.O.s, the, emphasis being on pre
paration to command and instruct. Few were to step 
up less than two ranks, and fewer still had had Depot 
experience. At the same time the necessary admin
istrative preparations were made to cope with the 
promised new arrivals. These came soon enough, to 
the tune of 200 twenties and twentyones on July 17, 
200 twentysixes to twentyeights on the 24th, and 
400 of the same vintage on the 26th, mainly from homes 
in London and Kent. Thanks ;to the ' inscrutable, 
inimitable and unshakable "Oily", all with the exception 
of one excessively outsize gentleman were but of civilian 
clothes before dark on their respective days of arrival; 
and, thanksto the geniality of Officers and N.C.O.s,_ 
they were documented and detailed to their companies 
with equal expedition. 

"D" Company started training on July 22, the 
remainder on the 29th. A carefully prepared proforma 
had helped to sort out those suitable for "H.Q." and 
"S" Companies as they passed through the turnstiles, 
a cheerful combination of music and medicine most 
fortunately taking shape under the watchful eyes of 
C.S.M. Carvell, Sgt. Pleasants, Cpl. Smith and L/Cpl. 
Plowman. 

The Stretcher Bearers, who with their quidk mastery 
of bugle, drum and flute, were to hearten the Battalion 
throughout its existence, until the day in 1944 of their 
call to France, whence few returned. ^ 

At first there were only the 150 rifles and bayonets 
of the cadre to play with. Additions were 100 D.P. 
rifles (of which 50 had bayonets and 50 had not), a 
minute ration of Brens and A/T rifles, some dummy 

. grenades, a miniature and a homemade 30yard range, 
a handful of qualified P.T. and Gas Instructors, and a 
fine W.T. stores. The latter was created by the 
ubiquitous, allseeing and allgrasping Q.M., to the shock 
and chagrin of the Southern Command W.T.O., who 
thought he controlled such matters. All ^ these were 
welcome, buttheir small quantity and gre^t variety 



T H E  D R A G O N  75 

assorted ill with the large scale demands of 800 rookies, 
and made the training programme at its planning stage 
a mosaic of incredible complexity. Meals were staggered, 
hours were long and during alteranate weeks one half 
of the Battalion did a longer day's work than the other, 
so that none of the precious equipment should be idle 
during any hour of daylight. 

Then there was the glorious Defence plan ; the 9th 
had three remarkable requisitioned vehicles of incredible 
age ; and at the alarm the oldest and boldest of Steel
backs piled on, shaking their way down to Marlow Bridge, 
which was to be held until the last of their 100 rounds. 
The other 100 rounds, which was part of a total of 200 
loaned from an A.A. unit, were distributed amongst 
those who stayed behind to guard the unarmed recruits. 
It sounds farcical now, but at least one can say that few 
of the miniature store of bullets would have been 
wasted in those veteran hands. 

The Battalion was left in busy peace until the end of 
September. Then, with the parting from Bisham and 
from Miss Vansittart Neale, our most kind and helpful 
hostess, herself beribboned from Last War Service, 
came the transition from the nursery to a life of sterner 
trials. 

The firstclass turnout and footdrill and the cheerful 
' good discipline of the adolescent unit made a happy 

impression on the Cornish reserve of the ancient 
Borough of Saltash. Colonel Lord Digby, viewing a 
potential N.C.O.s Cadre under the R.S.M., said that he 

> had not aeen such drill since he left the Brigade. The 
Drums made one of their earliest appearances at a 
church parade, at which the Mayor took the salute. 
He and his burgesses were afterwards entertained in the 
Mess, thus cementing a civic friendship. 

Looe and Tregantle were two outposts, the former 
with its many beauties becoming, a popular object of 
"duty visits':, in which the Q.M. was not backward. 

Life, however, was no longer devoted to the compara
tively carefree pursuit of training ends, which, with the 
glorious weather and blissfully ignorant confidence of 
1940 Britain, and the novelty of it all, had made the 
Bisham days a stimulating and almost peaceful existence. 

Now the frontline defence of the realm was the primary 
object, with those digging, manning and standto rigours 
which were to become so familiar. Training was an 
additional burden superimposed on the broken structure 
of the day and night, making spare time a nonexistent 
quality. Last and worst, home, no longer a possible 
target for dayoff or weekend excursions, was becoming 
the grimmer target of German bombers. 

The first opportunities of open range firing were 
seized here ; but such was the ammunition state that 
only three rounds per man could be allotted, and he 
who did well with his first must stop firing, conserving 
the other two for those in greater need. 

Later in the year the 9th moved to Budleigh Salterton, 
with outlying companies at Exmouth and East Budleigh. 
The same routine continued, enriched by the problem 
of mastering 6 pdrs., 6inch mortars, Vickers, and other 
novel devices. At this stage, too, the 3inch Mortar and 
Carrier platoons achieved the first of their own legitimate 
weapons, the. Carriers building the first two Nissen 
huts of what was later to become the enormous Royal 
Marine camp at Dalditch. 

In January the Battalion crossed the Exe to Bishop
steignton, with detachments at Shaldon, Teignmouth, 
Dawlish, Dawlish Warren and Kingsteignton, and later 
at Watcombe, where each Company was removed for a 
month's unhindered training at a time. A Maxim was 
added to the armament, and an enterprising Mortarman 
who got interested when sweeping a gun position, 
bombarded Exmouth by 6 pdr. from Dawlish Warren ; 
thereby enriching the Adjutant's experience of Naval 
vocabulary, since the R.N.O. Exmouth and he were 
connected by direct line. 

THE DRUMS, 9th BATTALION THE BUFFS, BISHOPSTEIGNTON, 1941 
Bt Colonel E. G. Gardner, M.C., and Capt. P. L. C. M. Rance (Adjutant) are in the centre ; also included in the 
roup are Sgt. Smith, Sgt. Pleasants, C.S.M. Carvell, L/Cpl. Smith and Pte. Spencer, all of whom were among 

the original members of the Cadre from Northampton. 
By courtesy of E. Morgan, Paignton, Devon. 
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9th BATTALION THE BUFFS 
First Birthday Parade, July 4th, 1941. The March Past in close column, the salute being taken by MajorGeneral 

Sir John Kennedy, G.B.E., C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., Colonel The Buffs. 
By courtesy of the "Western Morning News"] Ltd. 

By the spring of 1941 the regular marches, which had 
started at two miles in the first week of training, had 
reached twentyfive, the only exemption being the 
O.R.S. Even Jock Campbell, at 4 ft. 2 in., the best 
runner and registration clerk an Orderly Room could 
wish for, gamely ploughed on, though of necessity 
somewhat in his own time and style, and the members 
of "H.Q." Company always hoped that they would 
not be the half company which the energetic Q.M. 
marched off their feet every week. Gruelling tests were 
made over the roughest, steepest and muddiest of 
Devon lanes and tracks, "D" Company winning one of 
them by completing twentyfour miles, including several' 
battles en route, in eight hours. Major Hamilton was 
always present on these as a keen provoker of un
expected malice in the enemy, and a stern umpire of 
the resulting fracas. Live ammunition was used as 
much.as possible in training and visiting Brigadiers were 
known to have had their beards singed. 

Battalion Courses were many and varied ; routine 
N.C.O.s' Cadres, without which came no promotion ; 
Employed Men's courses, on which to their loyal 
pleasure, even R.E.M.E. fitters and R.A.O.C. bootmakers 
i mproved their drill to a degree not reached on the regular 
employed men's parades. Field Engineering courses ; 

officers and senior N.C.O.s' tactical courses ; explosive 
assault courses run by Lieut. Earl and his Battle Patrol ; 
and, courses to train crews for the strange, uninfantry 
weapons, which brough the 6pdr. crews to a standard 
exceeding that of the Gunners from whom they had 
taken over—and the Gunners admitted it. 

The Battalion was now part of the Devon and Corn
wall, later 77 Division, commanded by General Morgan 
of subsequent D Day planning and UNRRA fame. 
Our Brigadier was C. C. Hewitt, D.S.O., M.C., of long 
experience at the Small Arms School, and therefore of 
one mind about shooting with the originals of the 9th. 
In May, 1941, he inspected the Battalion and took the 
salute at the 9th's first complete Battalion parade at 
Teignmouth on Albuhera Day. Major Robin Tuke had 
arrived a few days before as secondincommand and 
was stimulating the Battalion's knowledge of Buffs 
history and tradition, as, with the exception of those 
newly or recommissioned, he was the first serving Buff 
to join. After the parade he remarked, "I'm amazed ; 
it was like a Regular Battalion." Indeed, the drill was 
not bad, although one skeleton rehearsal had been the 
only preparation possible apart from Company parades. 
On July 4 the Battalion's first Birthday Parade was 
honoured by the presence of General Sir John Kennedy, 
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Colonel The Buffs, as Inspecting Officer. It was regretted 
that General Knox, who had taken a kindly interest in 
the Battalion from the start, could not attend, but two 
of his pensioners did. By this time Brigadier G. St. G. 
Robinson had become Brigade Commander. He won 
the great respect of the Brigade, and of the 9th in 
particular, whose drill on this parade evoked his admira
tion, but did not prevent his justly criticising the 
standard of tactics and the oddness of the Adjutant's 
dress, observed on other occasions. 

In July came the Battalion's first chance of working 
in the Field as a whole, when it was attached to 
Brigadier Hough's Brigade in 48 Division, whilst 
2 Glosters had a spell on Defences and lent their trans
port. A month was valuable, but too short, though 
Major Tuke's gallant and famous conduct of the right 
wing of the 9th in the Battle of Burrator can never 
be forgotten. . 

There followed a change of Brigade, to 203, at whose 
H.Q. in the Depot at Exeter each Company in turn 
spent a week on drill, I.E. and tactics, under the eagle 
eye of Brigadier Gilmore, coming through the most 
searching scrutiny with undimmed reputation. Indeed, 
when the Brigadier later sent his farewell message to 
the Battalion he praised its: effiency in all spheres, and 
wrote "The Battalion's drill and turnout are of the 
best I have ever seen." 

The next move was back to 209 Brigade in the Ash
burton and Buckfastleigh Area, and in its train came 
the first draft calls for abroad. At a time when intensive 
training without hindrance was starting to show good 
results this break in the original family was a serious 
discouragement ; but there was comfort from hearing 
the opinion of a Brigadier in the Desert, who, having 
viewed the first drafts from the 9th, declared his wish 
to be sent the officers and N.C.O.s who had trained them. 
In the New Year the tide seemed to be turned by an 
intake of recruits, but draft after draft rapidly brought 
companies back to a meagre twoplatoon strength. 

In the spring of 1942 the 9th were in the Kingsbridge 
area, with responsibilities which included Slapton 
Sands, Bolt Head and Hope Cove. Bobbie Miller's 
"D" Company had a successful fire, the first of a series 
of efforts on their part to atone for the lack of enemy. 

In May Colonel ^Gardiner left, his greatly regreted 
departure marked by a Battalion farewell parade. He 
had followed a consistent policy from the start of sound 
discipline and administration, hard work and hard play, 
and had fostered the youth and initiative on which he 
knew that battle would make its greatest demands. 
The Battalion's training methods were probably ahead 
of the official ones ; but old truths were not, as happened 
elsewhere, sacrificed to modern fashions ; rather did they 
form the basis for the successful application of the 

fatter; a "B" Company platoon, under Lieut. Huckle 
(later Adjutant), had just won the Divisional Battle 
Shoot; in boxing, athletics and football, the Battalion 
was always prominent; the Drums and their dance 
band offshoot were in great demand throughout South 
Devon for parade and social occasions ; and, foundations 
of it all, men of the 9th stood out everywhere, not merely 
because of the matchless green of their equipment, but 
because their turnout and behaviour could survive 
with undiminished credit the detailed examination 
which its superficial brilliance invited. So, when a 
month or so later, after a short time as C.O., Colonel 
Boucher called his officers together, he could say, 
"I have not come as a new broom to sweep clean ; nor, 
from what I have seen of this Battalion, is there any 
need of one" ; and those who know him will agree that 
Colonel (now Brigadier) Boucher is fair but unsparing 
in his criticism. 

This was at Flete Camp, where Major Williams (Royal 
Fusiliers) had commanded the Battalion until Colonel 
Boucher's arrival from Q (Mov) War Office. Captain 
Peter Earl, Adjutant throughout the difficult drafting 
period since November, 1941, had just left to join 
Colonel Gardiner in making 30th Buffs into a fully 
equipped fighting Battalion, and Captain Seamus 
Sweetman jyas now in his place. 

Bobbie Miller's provision of enlivening incidents, 
recently including another fire, and the gassing of the 
whole Battalion with D.M. by night, were now over
shadowed by the calling out of the 9th from its sleep 
to repel a parachute attack on Bolt Head aerodrome, 
accompanied by E boat penetration of Dartmouth 
Harbour. The Advance Guard Company (Stick 
Saunders'A) was a mile down the road, the remainder 
fully loaded and ready for action, before the alarm was 
called off. Visions 'of the second homeland Battle 
Honour in History, to rival the Pembrokeshire Yeo
manry's "Fishguard", on The Buffs Colours, were 
abandoned with genuine regret. That would h^ve been 
worth getting out of bed for ; and frequent hard, but 
successful battle shoots with our gunners the 23rd 
Field and Duke of Lancaster's Yeomanry (Medium), 
had produced great confidence and a readiness for 
anything. 

September, 1942, brought the 9th to the Hythe area, 
and a large incoming draft heralded another building up 
period undisturbed by departures, to last until the spring. 
Colonel Val Boucher was recaptured by "Movements" 
during the winter, a sad and sudden blow. Colonel 
Dan Coates, already acquainted with the 9th, and one 
of its outside admirers in Devon, took over. Defence 
commitments were a strain, but in Hythe, Grandshaft 
Barracks, Dover, and in the new barracks behind, the 
port, which was for a short time shared with the dis
banding 30th, training made the greatest demands, 
with shooting first and foremost. Not only did the 
Battalion's classification standards rise—one Company 
achieved 99 first class shots out of 123, and its only two 
failures were both regular 4inch groupers at 100 yards—
but a high standard was reached in field firing and 
battle shooting. Successful night firing was also con
ducted, though on one occasion a platoon of 30th 
Queen's, whose hut was carelessly within the template 
of one range, thought battle had come too close to them 
when "C" Company put some accurate bursts through it. 

Spring, 1943, destroyed hopes instead of bringing 
promise—two small outgoing drafts were the omen, 
followed in May by one of 180 to 5th Buffs in North 
Africa. Their drill so pleased the 5th's exBrigade of 
Guards R.S.M. that he changed the timing of the 
Battalion's arms drill to match the drafts, rather than 
vice versa. 

The 9th spent the summer first in Dorset, then in 
D Day preparations in the New Forest. The writer left 
from there for 1st Buffs, on a draft exchange with his 
R.M.C. contemporary, Major Noel Norris, and so his 
subsequent history of the unit is therefore brief, no 
records of any sort, except his memory and a few photo
graphs, being available for this sketch. The 9th later in 
the war became part of a draftfinding Division in 
Northern Ireland, and was finally converted into a 
Training Centre, still under its original title. The 
Battalion must, therefore, have been one of the last 
survivors of the New Battalions raised in 1940. That its 
first traditions were maintained to the end is illustrated 
in the praise won from Brigadier Malcolm Erskine, 
Scots Guards, by a very young 9th draft which reached 
1st Buffs under his command in Anzio in May, 1944, 
and drilled before him. 
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The writer has, conversed and corresponded with 
many of all ranks who left the 9th for divers fronts and 
regiments. A number were strong in their comments 
on the hard work which the 9th had demanded of them, 
but they were equally strong in their conviction, re
inforced by service in the field, that it was well worth 
while. Almost to a man they expressed spontaneous 
regret that the 9th had never had the chance to fight 
as a Battalion. Yet, if its virtues were such as its 
members felt which the writer is not constrained to 
deny, then their very dispersal amongst so many units 
of the Army may have done more than could have been 
achieved by their concentration in the efforts of a single 
Battalion. 

EPILOGUE 
A few personal notes concerning members of the 

original cadre from the Depot The Northamptonshire 
Regiment, are given below : 

Lieut, and Q.M. G. W. M. Oliver.—Remained with the 
9th almos.t until the end. Last heard of heading for 
France. 

Lieut. E. A. Wright.—Staff Capt., 209 Brigade. Later 
with H.Q., 77 Division. Missing in North Africa from 
5th Battalion. 

Lieut. H. F. Saunders.—Major R. Scots in l Division, 
C.M.F. and M.E.F. 

2/Lieut. E. E. E. Miller.—Capt. R. Scots Fus., in 
S.E.A.C. Wounded. Losing an eye in Burma. Married 
in India. 

2/Lieut. E. P. Sharman.—Major, M.C., 58th B.A.O.R., 
after serving with African troops in S.E.A.C. 

2/Lieut. A. H. Van Zeller.—Left in 1941 for Indian 
Army. 

C.S.M. M. Geary.—First R.S.M., 9th Buffs. Com
missioned and continued to serve with the Battalion as 
secondincommand of a Company. Commanded "E" 
Company. Appointed to a Touring Instructional Team 
training H.G. and received a majority. 

C.S.M. B. Palmer.—First R.Q.M.S. Succeeded R.S.M. 
Geary and served as R.S.M. until 1942. Later com
missioned as Q.M. 

Sgt. Allen (Sec. E. Reservist).—C.Q.M.S. "D" Com * 
pany. Later succeeded R.Q.M.S. Palmer and served for 
some years as R.Q.M.S. ***

C/Sgt. Smith.—C.Q.M.S. "H.Q." Company. Finally 
succeeded R.Q.M.S. Allen. 

C.S.M. Carvel—Succeeded R.S.M. Palmer in 1942. 
Went to M.E.F. late 1943. 

L/Cpl. Hare.—Became Sergeant. Drafted to 1st 
R.W.K. (4 Division) winter 1943/44. 

L/Cpl. Ireland.—Became full Sergeant. 
L/Cpl. Finch.—Became C.S.M. Served C.M.F., now 

demobilised and living at Stockport, Cheshire. 
L/Cpl. Shipman.—Last known as Sergeant with 

Wt African Troops. 
Cpl. O'Brien.—Last heard of in 1944 as C.S.M., 

C.M.P., East Africa.  
Pte. Buckley.—Became O.R. C/Sgt., 9th Buffs. 
P.S.M. Freeman.—C.S.M. Medically downgraded 

1942 ai^i appointed to a P.T.C. 
Pte. Tume.—Became Sergeant Fitter. 
Pte. Rickman.—Became full Sergeant, Volunteered _ 

for /draft 1942 and became C/Sergeant in. 1st . Buffs with 
whom lie was killed in . action, in Anzio,. spring,L'l 944, 
when earmarked for promotion to W.Q.TI. " .7  7  .  

Pte. Dicky Corbett.—Became L/Corporal. Drafted 
to 5th Buffs, May, 1943. Corporal with a great 
reputation. Died of wounds near Termali, winter, 1943. 

Pte. Tee.—Battalion Butcher. Attended N.C.Os' 
Cadre and became a Carrier Sergeant. An extremely 
able N.C.O. Killed in a training accident with 9th 
Buffs, spring, 1943. 

Sgt. Rawlins.—Killed in action as C/Sergeant with 
5th Buffs, Sicilly, 19437 

Pte. Wooderson.—Became Sergeant (Mortar Platoon)'. 
Recommended for commission, but only offered non
infantry one, owing to age, the which he rejected. 

Pte. Watt.—Became Corporal (Motor Mech.). Trans
ferred to Glider Pilot Regiment, 1943. 

Pte. Spencer.—Adjutant's batman and stalwart 
supporter of the Drums. Y Listed, 1941. Served 
N. Africa with 5th Buffs as Corporal. Downgraded and 
invalided out. Now working in Northampton. 

Pte. (formerly Boy) Thompson.—Became Sergeant. 
Transferred to 70th Buffs early in 1942. 

L/Cpl. Goughty.—I/c Sanitation (as previously in 
50th). Promoted full Corporal. Died Budleigh Salterton, 
December, 1940. 

After the very early stages of the 9th's existence some 
of the older N.C.O.s (most of them Sec. E Reservists) 
who had done great work were unfit to carry on with 
the more strenuous training. Colonel Gardiner made 
great efforts to have them returned to the I.T.C. at 
Northampton on downgrading, but his efforts did not 
succeed. Thus some of the Regiment's oldest soldiers 
were scattered then and later in strange places amongst 
unfamiliar people. Some went to Canterbury, others 
to 30th Buffs, who were disbanded in 1942/43. Amongst 
those which come to mind are : Sgt. Searle, to a Record 
Office. Sgt. Hearne, Sgt. Lamb and L/Sgt. Mclnerny, 
to I.T.C., Canterbury. C.S.M. Snedker, C.S.M. Grant, 
Sgt. Kidd and Sgt. (originally L/Cpl.) Baker, to 30th 
Buffs. 

P.S.M. Lewis became C.S.M. and was later Y Listed, 
afterwards becoming a C.S.M. with another Battalion, 
believed to have been 8th Buffs." 

(With acknowledgments to the Journal of the Northampton
shire Regiment.) 

Round and About 
By The Tramp. 

Spring at Last. ' 
A T long last the English climate has taken a 

^~*pull at itself and its repentance is all the 
more welcome for the misdeeds which preceded 
it. 

The sight of daffodils in the grass and of buds 
in the hedgerows and trees compensates us for 
the bitterness of February and March. The 
burst pipes jare almost forgotten as we prepare, 
perhaps a little optimistically, to cast the 
proverbial clout. 

At the height of the cold spell a friendpf: 
mine who is more than usually discerning." 
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CHERRY 

Black, Brown 
and Tonefcke 
Tms3D&.6* 

BLOSSOM 
BOOT POLISH 
FOR A BRILLIANT 

SHOE SHINE 
CHISWICK PRODUCTS LTD., LONDON.W.4. 

 ;:"Z 
[ m o w  , H  $ ® * s o r t 0 « N s |  

Available in 
limited supplies 
—tubes l/9d., 
jars 3/-. These 
prices include 
tax. 

IN OR OUT OF SERVICE... 

It makes a world of difference 
to energy, keenness and the 
pleasure of living when the 
body's eliminative processes 
are regular. Good reason for 
making ENO a part of your 
daily routine ! Gently aperient, 
pleasant to taste, ENO offsets 
the effects of unfamiliar diet and 
living conditions. Make it your 
" first thing in the morning." 
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rammed w^ "I wish we were not 
living in ah\ agfe of superlatives. We have the 
biggest war &t $XkTime and then we suffer the 
^hardest winter ajnce Heaven knows when/' As 
(Me whxfdefigf̂ irihbrmalcy I share this cri de 

'"P. 

v.V:'b:f* To the Seaside. 
"When the*sun shines and the airs grow lighter 

I have ah irresistible desire to go to the watering 
pla^ of iKent^JIn pur3uance of this reasonable 
diversion L have lately looked at Folkestone and 
Margate again. ^Tbese are two of the places in 
England in which I would gladly settle. They 
are as unlike one another as it is possible to 
imagine. Folkestone is more respectable socially, 
but not unbearably so Margate is the racier 
place. Both are magnificently situated. There 
is nothing finer than the great range of downs 
behind FolktetoneviUnless it is the sweep of the 
bay at Margate from the Nayland Rock to the 
Lighthouse on the end of the pier. J. M. W. 
Turner, the great landscape painter, lived at 
Margate for a rime and painted this famous 
view. This was when Margate was a little 
fishing town and nothing moire. It was long 
before it had become; the concentrated holiday 
and amusement centre that it is today. But 
its Essential beauty is unmarred by the often 
jaucous legends above the doorways of cheap 
restaurants and pintable saloons. 

While" at Folkestone I watched the cross
Channel packet steaming "over a glassy sea, 

> loaded; I assume, with a large number of 
people who have been enjoying the fleshpots 
in the rSouth of France and a little anxious 
about currency juggling disclosures and 
prosecutions. 

Rebuilding at Canterbury. 
With some misgivings I observed activity on 

the site of the old "Shambles" near Butchery 
Lahe the other day. There were two reasons 
for this anxiety. First, one wonders what is 
going up, and second, the present gap gives a 
magnificent view of the Bell Btarry Tower. 
BUt man cannot live on view;s alone and we 
must hope that what is about to be built will 

* be useful and inoffensive. 

Cricket. 
 The failure of the M.C.C. team in Australia 
: was unfortunate, but not unexpected. Fortun
ately i the controversies which seemed at one 
time likely to break out have died away and the 
an^climax bf the results of the tests has been 
Qutweighed by ' the success, financial and 

otherwise, pf the tour. Wise Australians 
realised'that England sent the best side in the, 
circumstances. It is easy to ;affect wisdom 
after the event, bqt it is generally agreed that 
a really young team would have been a good 
idea even if the exceptionally strong Australians 
had given them a good hiding. Therefore the 
visit of the South Africans will provide plenty 
of interest this summer. There should be some 
good games to watch, especially if we get a 
decent summer. 

The Old Barracks. 
A call upon the Editor the other day took me 

up Military Road and it was; strange not to
pass through the old gate which led for so 
many years into the Regimental Depot. Instead 
I saw some German P.o.W.s goingthe way 
I had often gone in the past. 

It is over forty years since I first saw these 
Barracks. As a boy, I hasten to ad^. In some 
ways, outwardly, they are much the same as 
they were When I was a schoolboy who knew 
every house in the. Sturry Road and almost 
every face in Northgate. It is the end of a 
chapter and I suppose it is pointless to regret it. 

In a few years I suppose it will be demolished 
and then what. . . ? 

The ColonelinChief. ; 
The disquieting news from Copenhagen is a 

cause of sorrow to all Buffs who have been 
privileged to be presented to His Majesty. 
I was fortunate enough to be a humble member 
of a deputation that waited upon King Christian 
in 1921. Buckingham Palace was the venue 
and we Were all impressed by the delightful 
informality of our ColonelinChief, whose real 
interest in his Regiment was obvious. We were 
also impressed by his great height. I am not a 
small'man but he towered above me. 

While we were waiting for the King we caught 
a glimpse of Lord Curzon, then Foreign 
Secretary! He also was a commanding figure, 
garbed, as Foreign Secretaries were in those 
days, in a black frock coat and an almpst 
Gladstoniah collar. One wonders what Mr; 
Molotov would have made'of him and he of the 
Soviet Minister, .*«" 

The Good Ship "Gaika." 

DN 22nd December, 1899, the 2nd Battalion, 
The Buffs, left Aldershot for Southampton 

and embarked on the Union Castle LinerGaika 
en route for the South African War. We have 



80 T H E  D R A G O N  

recently heard and read quite a lot about 
presentday transports and it is hard to believe 
that the comfort of the "Trooper" has so 
materially declined the past 48 years as alleged 
by recent breeches of discipline. Whatever the 
merits, or demerits, of the cases in question, 
I have nothing but pleasant memories of my 
voyage to the Cape. The Gaika was a 
magnificent looking ship, and I could not help 
thinking that if my trip was to be as good it 
would be a real enjoyment—I was not dis
appointed. Besides ourselves on board, there 
was the Oxfordshire Light Infantry and a 
Company of the Medical Staff Corps, in all well 
over 2,000 troops. It was only natural, that 
even m those long past days, some would walk 
off ship just before she sailed; the party 
included the Colonel of the Regiment and many 
friends of the Regiment who had come aboard 
to bid us farewell and God speed. 

I cannot help admiring our officers and 
N.C.O.s for the way they looked after the men 
to see that everything was right before thinking 
of themselves. The Mess Deck tables were 
plentiful and eight other ranks were detailed to 
each table which they kept throughout the 
voyage. Hammocks were drawn and hooked 
to the rafters of the ceiling of the Mess deck at 
night and returned to the hold at reveille. We 
were, I must say, squeezed fairly tightly during 
the night but we had our fun. I think it was 
young Pat Collopy who shouted in the middle 
of the night there was a rat walking over his 
head. Someone yelled "Kill it" and another 
shouted "Leave it alone or the boat will go 
down". The feeding of the troops was tophole 
and during those subsequent hard times of 
quarter and half rations on the trek from 
Enslin to Bloemfontein we looked back on the 
Gaika with pride. We had a large number of 
reservists, including Section "D", on board, 
and who had experienced travelling to India 
and back and it was not long before their 
experience stood them in good form—they 
wanted for nothing ; each man was entitled on 
payment to a pint of beer per diem. What 
beer it was with the hops floating in it. Smudger 
called it "a good drop of Kentish liquor", and 
I believe him. We youngsters were soon to 
become the illegal means of selling beer without 
a licence. Gunner Lee came and requested that 
as I did not drink, I should bargain to sell my 
pint each day to him for threepence. Well, hot 
being so financially well off as youngsters are 
today, I clinched the deal. As we passed 
Ushant, the Padre told us of the wrecks which 
had taken place, so lined up on deck we sang, 
"For those in peril on the Sea", but I do not 

think it would have affected some of the old 
wallahs on board—they were already wrecked 
in some corner or another on the beer barter. 

As we got into the Bay of Biscay the Gaika 
kept an even keel and we sailed through 
without incident to sunshine. This left more 
room of a night for most of the troops shifted' 
their sleeping quarters to the upper deck. 
I do not attribute this to the warmer atmos
phere, but to the enthusiasm of the "Nobbies" 
and "Smudgers" for halfpenny Nap on account 
of the better light and greater concealment 
amidst the ship's gear. "What abawt the old 
Mud'ook", came the shout from one end of the 
deck and from the other, " 'ouse abawt", and 
I take off my hat to those whose past experience 
had taught them so much. The fellows had 
taken the precaution to pack their Crown and 
Anchor boards and their other forms of making 
life the merrier, in their kits before leaving 
England. 

It was not long before sea sickness became 
prevalent and one individual was lost for three 
days and eventually discovered coiled up at the 
bottom of a deep roll of ropes on the poop deck. 
Concerts were in full swing on the deck and, 
one of the star turns was Captain Trevor, whose 
entertainment was always a first class show. 

To see the world is the ambition of every 
young soldier and to learn and enjoy the customs 
of foreign peoples is not only educative but in 
certain instances amusing. It was a brilliant 
morning when we arrived at Teneriffe and 
anchored outside the harbour ; in a very short 
time we were surrounded by numerous small 
boats loaded with native boys who dived for 
pennies thrown into the sea by the troops. 
The eyesight of those boys was just marvellous 
and never a penny was lost. Our next stop was 
at St. Helena, but before reaching it, we had 
some shooting practice from the poop deck at 
old boxes, bottles, etc., and from results obtained 
by some of the supposed swagger shots, it is a 
wonder to me the war did not last five years 
instead of the time it did. One night we were 
nicely tucked away sleeping peacefully in our 
hammocks, when for some reason or another 
the entire rafters carrying the hammocks 
collapsed with a terrific bang. Naturally, some 
thought of "Home, Sweet Home", others, 
"Blimey—we've struck a blooming rock", 
whilst I remember someone yelling, "Yer 
treading on my blinking face." That it was 
taken seriously was apparent by the posting of 
sentries on the gangways and such orders as, 
"Every man must remain below and listen for 
orders", but it was not long before the sentries 
were withdrawn and we were found to be safe. 
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St. .Helena was not particularly picturesque, 
but it was nice to see it, if only for its historical 
associations with the Emperor Napoleon. When 
we arrived off Cape Town the famous mountain 
was covered with a cloth of white atmosphere, 
but, nevertheless, it was another little bit of 
ihe world one never thought one would see. 

To sum up the voyage, it was particularly 
interesting and educative. We had seen places 
of interest which a few years back had never 
entered into our wildest dreams. We had lived 
well on board and had every comfort. We all 
hoped that if we survived the war that we should 
journey home in the good ship Gaika. 

J.E.E. 

Correspondence. 
I 32 Braem^r Gardens, 

West Wickham, 
Kent* 

March \Ath, 1947. 
Dear Major Enright, 

It is with regret I inform you that my Father, W. H. 
Richards,, died on the 12th instant at the age of 78 
years. He passed away peacefully from heart failure 
subsequent to a xerebral haemorrhage. As he was , a 
member of your Past and Present Association of The 
Buffs, I thought you would like to know. 

The funeral takes place from 1 Basingstoke House, 
Sumner Road, Peckham, S.E.I5 on Wednesday the 19th 
instant at 2 p.m. interment at Nunhead Cemetery. 

As the eldSst surviving son and on behalf of his 
remaining family, may I thank you and the Association 
for all your many kindnesses to him and the practical 
assistance he has received from you in the past. 

Yours sincerely, 
E. T. RICHARDS. 

  HomeCounties I.T.C., 
 r Shornchffe. 

March 17**,. 1947. 
The Editor, "the Dragon**, 

The Bmracks, Canterbury, 
Dear Sir, 

At Shorncliffe recently I .was reading through the 
Regimental Journal of the Royal Fusiliers which had 

,been issued for the quarter ending December, 1946. 
One article under the heading of "Rose and Crown" 

was a description of that regiment's canteen organisation 
(decentralized from the NAAFI, I gathered) as run in 

^Germany under regimental arrangements. 
The writer gave me the impression, although I may be 

wrong, that this was a new innovation, but it must be 
within the memory of our 1st Battalion personnel who 
were serving at Kilia in the Dardanelles in 1923 to 
remember the very excellent regimental canteen that 
the Royal Fusiliers ran under their own arrangements in 
those days. Their suppers were always better than the 

NAAFI meals and it was no unusual sight to see dozens 
of our lads in the queue with the R.F.'s, all in harmony 
despite our trespassing! 

Their Wet Canteen was near the main road and to 
make it "home like" it was designated with an appro
priate signpost reading "Rose and Crown, 1685". 
I can't remember who was, responsible, but we in turn 
retaliated with an even better pub sign, namely "Green 
Dragon, 1572". 

Another memory of Kilia was the joint Trooping of the 
Colours by both regiments in May of the same year, 
which proved to be a masterpiece of regimental harmoiiy, 
organisation and historical connection for both regi
ments. 
. To leave this period without mentioning the extremely 

stout Provost Sergeant of the R.F.'s would be well nigh 
unforgivable. 

In later years it was onr fortune again to enjoy the 
hospitality of this regiment. I refer to that wonderful. 

' gesture when our 1st Battalion left India in 1938 for 
Palestine, and every Officer, Sergeant and man were 
entertained en route with food and wine. In my own 
case the beer was a genuine "life saver". 

Yours, etc., 
R. BARHAM, 

R.Q.M.S., 
The Buffs* 

"Nymans", 
Handcross, . 

s * Sussex. 
March 30/^, 1947. 

the Editor, "The Dragon". . 
Sir, N 

I am venturing to send this line to tell you how deeply 
my wife and I appreciate the kind and sympathetic 
references to us and our misfortune both under your 
"Personalia" and under London Branch "Here and 
There" in this month's issue of The Dragon. 

We feel it is a great honour that our personal troubles 
should have been held worthy of record in the Regi
mental paper and are truly grateful for the kind words 
written. * 

Although our personal possessions were destroyed, we 
have so very much to be thankful for as no lives were 
lost. 

With compliments, I remain, Sir, 
Sincerely yours, 

L. C. R. MESSEL. 

Pilgrim's Rest, 
St. Stephen'is Hill, 

— Canterbury. 
March Ylth, 1947. 

The Editor, "The Dragon", 
Dear Sir, 

I enclose a copy of the February number of the 
journal of the Northamptonshire Regiment, in case you 
hafe not already seen this. 

Tlie number includes ail account of the short, but I 
believeuseful life of the 9th Battalion, which t had the 
honour to command in 1942. The 'writer is Major 
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P L. C. H. Rance, the first Adjutant and later a Com
pany Commander of the Battalion. Readers will recall 
that the Battalion was formed around a cadre of 
Officers and N.C.O.'s of the Northamptonshire Regiment 
and we in The Buffs can never be sufficiently grateful 
for the magnificent material they provided. 

I hope perhaps that you will be able to find space to 
reprint Major Raiice's article in The Dragon. 

Yours faithfully, 
V. BOUCHER, Brigadier. 

The Past and Present 
Association. 

Life Members. 
MARCH 1ST—31ST, 1947. 

London Branch.—Gough, Lieut. W. G., Falkofi, 
2/Lieut. G. L. 

Sittingbourne Branch.—McCandlish, MajorGeneral 
J. E. C. 

Heme Bay SubBranch.—Iggulden, j. G. 
H.Q. Roll.—Parks, A. J., Styles, T. A., Hollands, 

S. R., Foxall, G. W., Pearce, L. H., Smith, A., Jenkins, J. 

Annual Members. 
MARCH 1ST—31 ST, 1947. 

London Branch.—Holland, H., Northwood, J. F., 
Wright, K., Wilkinson, T. J., Emerson, S. T., Symes, 
2/Lieut. D. 

Sittingbourne Branch.—Beaumont, Lieut. M. J. P., 
Wellard, Captain W. 

Ramsgate Branch.—Cox, Lieut. R. T. S. 
Margate Branch.—Stockford, G. E. 

. Canterbury Branch.—Hopkins, H. C. 
Heme Bay SubBranch.—Gannon, Captain A. B. J., 

Beacham, V., Hall, A. H. 
Folkestone Branch.—Couchman, Sands. 
H.Q. Roll.—Bullock, A. E., Bing, G. W. 

Benevolent Fund. 
GRANTS, MARCH 1ST—31ST, 1947. 

3 0 0 
2 0 0 
1 10 0 
2 10 0 
1 5 11 
3 0 0 

World War 1939 Charitable Fund. 
GRANTS. 

£ S# D. 
MAR. 1 3 11 6 

L ... ,.. ... ... ... 3 0 0 
5. ... ... ... 3 0 0 
6 ... ... ... 4 0 0 

 h »  : r .  ,  £Ts.,r§. 
MAR* 14. ... ... ... 3 15 0 

19. ... ...  ... .: 3: 3 0 
19. :.. ... ... 4 0 0 
21 4 0 0 
21. ... 2 13 2 
21. ... 2 10 0 
29 2 0 0 
29. ... 2 0 0 

London Branch. 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 

A meeting was held at Tuft on Street on 15th 
March last. The President of the Branch, 
Lieut.Colonel J. R. P. Williams, was in the 
Chair, owing to the unavoidable absence of the 
Chairman and ViceChairman. 

All present stood in silence to the memory of 
the following very old Buffs recently passed 
over : Captain J. Slattery, late 2nd Battalion ; 
E. Dixon, late Sergeant, 2nd Battalion ; Billy 
Richards, late 2nd Battalion. 

Major Enright gave a brief obituary respecting 
each one of our deceased members and "spoke 
about "Billy" Richards, as the man whose 
name went down as being the smartest Sentry 
The Buffs ever had. 

MINUTES.—The Minutes of the last meeting 
were read, confirmed and signed. 

CORRESPONDENCE.—Good wishes were re
ceived from Captain E. A. Carter, Bert Tester, 
Billy Beall, Colonel H. Sparrow, Chippy Norton, 
Major H. G. James and several others. 

ALTERATION OF BRANCH RULES.—The Presi
dent said, it had been suggested that owing to 
the two wars, the Rule regulating the Committee 
to one member per battalion should be deleted. 
The fact now was that every Territorial and 
Service Battalion had been duplicated, which 
would enlarge the Committee to undue pro
portions. Moreover, the greater the numbers 
on any Committee, the less the work done, was 
well known. It was suggested that the Rule be 
altered to read : 

"The Branch shall be administered by a 
Chairman, ViceChairman, Secretary, Assistant 
Secretary, and four members elected at the^ 
Annual General Meeting each year." 

The new Rule was adopted unanimously by 
a show of hands. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE.— 
Following the resignations of Mr. A. E. Grant 
from the Chair and Mr. J. C. Neale Ballon from 
the ViceChair, the following were elected: 
Chairman,. Lieut.Colonel J. R. P. Williams, 
M.B.E.; ViceChairman, Captain G. G. Emery ; 

Mar. 4. 
17. 
17. 
24. 
24. 
26. 
28. 
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Ske i ike Ĵ in up cat . . . 

Looks are as important in cars as in ladies. Taking
a car into a carpark is like taking a lady into a 
restaurant. In both cases, a man likes to feel that 
his companion is good to look upon. Ford 
designers are very much aware of this natural 
pride. And both the Prefect and the Anglia bear . 

PREFECT 10 h.p. £275 (Plus £77.2.9 purchase tax) 

witness to their skill. In any company, the Ford 
is a good looker — and not expensive — for main
tenance, repairs and parts are supplied at standard 
fixed prices. All considered, she is a lovely worth 
waiting for; so please pay her the compliment 
of patience, your Ford dealer is doing his best* 
ANGLlA 8 h.p. £229 (Plus £64.7.3 purchase tax) 

CONSTANT IN PERFORMANCE 
BY APPOINTMENT 
MOTOR VEHICLE F O R D  M O T O R  C O M P A N Y  L  I  M  I  T  E  D  D A  G  E  N  H  A M  

Use 
J U L Y S  I A  

Mte lUmvfaessMys 

ymir. bur 

101 NBd 
(Inc. RTax) 

SIGNS r 
To know what to do is only half the secret of 
success—the other half is knowing when to do 
it. A cold or 'flu attack needs the right treat
ment at the right moment. When the first 
sneezy, shivering, sniffling symptoms come— 
it's then you should take action by taking 
a couple of 'ASPRO' tablets. 4 AS PRO' 
wastes no time—its action is safe, soothing and 
instant—it reduces the temperature, clears the 
head, dispels the chilly feelings. A wise plan is 
to take two more 'ASPRO' tablets with a 
hot drink on going to bed. In ail probability 
that will be the last you will know of the cold.. 

Obtainable 
from your 
N.M.F.I. 
CANTEEN 
ASPRQ 

HOT DRINK 79r§UC/fT! 
NEVER WITHOUT 'ASPRO' 

Dear Sirs, 7 Hornby Terrace, Morecambe. 
I am never really without a few 4ASPRO* tablets 

as they do dispel a cold. I am always out of doors 
on my job and we use 4 ASPRO* at the least sign 
of a cold. 

Yours faithfully, D. JARV1S. 
Made in England by ASPRO LIMITED, Slough, Bucks 

4M72 



T H E  F O L L O W I N G  F I R M S  S U P P O R T ;  
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LEMON SQUASH, &c. 
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COOLiTIPT 
VIRGINIA 
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'Wool'filter tip. 20 for 2/4 

The London & Midland Steel Scaffolding 
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STEEL TUBULAR SCAFFOLDING 
For Safely, Speed & Economy Made of British 

Sleel Drop Forgings 
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WELGAR 

SHREDDED 
WHEAT 

A. G. THORNTON, LTD. 
41 Gartside St., MANCHESTER, 3 
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SLIDE RULES & DRAWING MATERIALS 

"HOYLES" 
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Reg. Names: "TAMBESCO," "ARMACLAD," &c. 

J. &. Hoyle & Co., Hebden Bridge, Yorks. 

BRAITHWAITE 
PRESSED STEEL TANKS 
BRAITHWAITE & CO., Engineers, LTD. 

v London Office, temporary,address"; 

KINGS HOUSE, HAYMARKET. SW.i 

PAT0NS& BALDWINS 
LTD. 

SPIN WOOLS FOR ALL 
KINDS OF CLOTHING 

ALLOA : HALIFAX : LEICESTER 
WAKEFIELD 

Justtaste J4 
DUNCANS 

CHOCOLATE 
- its delicious! 

For Pressed 
Glassware 

of all descriptions 

JAMES A. JOBLING & CO., LTD. 
Wear Glass Works, Sunderland 

Cadbuiy 
means Quality 

For proleclion against 
Skin Infection... USE 

WRIGHTS * 
* Coal Tar Soap 

MDougalls 
SelfRaising f |Q|||* 

JOINERY MANUFACTURERS 

BROWNLEE & CO., LTD. 
CITY SAW MILLS 
GLASGOW, C.4 

TIMBER MERCHANTS SAWMILLERS 
DOUGLAS 7331 (7 Lines) 

BOOTS stamped 'JOHN WHITE' are made by 

JOHN WHITE (Impregnable Boots) LTD. 
Higham Ferrers, Northamptonshire 

"The Largest Manufacturers of Men's Footwear 
in the U.K." 

Makers of the Famous 
FULLY GUARANTEED 

'Impregnable' A'Temeraire' Boots&Shoes for Men 

W. H. SISMEY & CO., LTD. 

H A L I F A X  

FURNACE ENGINEERS AND 
GASWORKS CONTRACTORS 

BUILT TO LAST BATTERIES 
FOR ALL PURPOSES 

OLDHAM & SON. LTD., DENTON, MANCHESTER 

THE LINDLEY THOMPSON 
TRANSFORMER & SERVICE CO.. 

LTD. 

SPECIALISTS IN THE MANUFACTURE OF 
ALL TYPES OF TRANSFORMERS 

St. Mary's Rd., Slough Tel. Langley 2001 

PARK DRIVE 
C I G A R E T T E S  

for pleasure 
1 PLAIN & CORK TIPPED I 
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Secretary, Major J. E. Enright; Assistant 
Secretary, Mr. R. J. Collins ; Committee, Mr. 
R. Billings, Mr. J. R. Bell, M.B.E., Mr. G. W. 
Clayton, Mr. E. Gould ; Auditors, Mr. E.Jorig, 
Mr. E. Fordham. 

APPRECIATION.—It was proposed and carried 
. unanimously that a letter of appreciation 

should be sent to Mr. J. C. Neale Dalton, for 
his many years of ViceChairmanship, and for 
his work in the interests of the Branch. 

DANCE, MARCH 8TH.—Mr. Collins gave a 
report on this function, which was another 
bumper success. Both he and his wife made 
all the hats and streamers for the occasion. 
It was proposed by Mr. E. Shute and seconded 
by Mr. Jock Clayton, that a hearty vote of 
thanks be accorded to Mr. and Mrs. Collins and 
the Dance Committee, which was carried 
unanimously. 

The following members attending for the 
first time were welcomed into the Branch : 

Lieut. Battee, late 9th Battalion; Cpl. 
Durrant, Pte. Poulter, Pte. Bell, late 1st 
Battalion ; Sgt. Northwood, Pte. Bent, Pte. 

* Gardener, late 5th Battalion. 

It was proposed by Mr. Eddy Shute, that the 
members should appreciate the services to the 
Branch of the Secretary by according him a vote 
of thanks for remaining a further year in office. 
Mr. E. Tong in seconding said that he had been 
to Major Enright's house very many times and 
had always found him working in the interests 
of the Branch. A vote of thanks was recorded 
and Major Enright made a brief response. 

WELCOME.—The President and Chairman 
welcomed to the meeting Major Harry Milton, 
who was wellknown to many present. Major 
Milton in a short reply thanked those present 
and told us how, in his special way, he was 
trying to get good men for the Regiment. He 
also told some funny stories. 

SICK MEMBERS.—A report on members in 
hospital was given by the Secretary. 

VISIT TO MEDWAY.—This function was again 
. brought to notice and we hope to take down a 

nice party. 

RAFFLE.—Our thanks to C.S.M. Leslie 
 Devroome for bringing along four packets 

(each 50) of cigarettes, which realised a sum of 
£2 Is. Od. Leslie was' looking very fit. 

There being no other business the Chairman 
declared the meeting closed, 

HERE AND THERE. % 

It was reported that during the interim of 
the meetings, a burglary had taken place at the 
Prince Alfred. The London Branch Chairman's 
Hammer, presented by the late Mr. Gordon 
Lindley, was found thrown away in one part of 
the premises and its case in another. As it is of 
solid silver with silvered ebony handle, we can 
only assume the thieves were either sympathetic 
or, owing to its engraving, it had no commercial 
value. Thank you, Messrs. Burglars—but do 
not come on one of our meeting nights. 

Our grateful thanks to Mr. Venees, the 
manager, and our host, of the Prince Alfred, for 
the way he has looked after us and done his 
best under most difficult circumstances. 

It was a nice thought of Leslie de Vroome to 
come from Jersey armed with cigarettes. We 
do thank him for his great Buff spirit. Yes, 
Leslie, there are some of your old dancing 
partners left, but they are all now married and 
some with happy families. But they enjoy the 
dances. 

Our congratulations to Colonel J. R. P. 
Williams on being elected to the Chair of the 
London Branch. The London Branch have a 
warm affection for the Colonel, and he can rest 
assured of our wholehearted support in all his 
undertakings. 

Perhaps it is a little sad to see the old Brigade 
dropping out from official positions and Com
mittee, but we find satisfaction in the words of 
the late Lord Roberts, when it is said he was 
offered at an advanced age to take on a very 
responsible task in the 1914 War. His Lordship 
replied, "I have done my task—it is now for a 
younger man." So with the London Branch. 
Lord Roberts went to France—and died. 

We have recently lost many fine old Buffs 
and at the time of going to press the news has 
just been telephoned of the death of Wally 
Tapsell, late Signalling Sergeant of the 2nd 
Battalion in the days of lamps, flags and helios. 

On 9th September, the London Branch 
reaches its 21st year of its existence in its 
present title. It was formed out of the 
"Salisbury Club", which comprised about 30 
old Buffs employed mostly in Government 
departments and which had been formed for 
many years before. In other words, the Trained 
Bands of the Branch. The old stalwarts used to 
meet at the "Salisbury" public house every 
Friday night. 

The September Meeting must be a great 
"Coming of Age" one. 

Jock Isard sends his warmest greeting to 
Messrs. Darkey Warner and Sellens, and to all 
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other old 2nd Battalion Bandsmen. His respects 
to Colonel Sparrow and other old officers he 
knew. 

Bert Tester asks us to remember him to 
Captain Carter, Jeff and all old S.A. War 
veterans, 5th M.I. and 6th Battalion of 1914. 

Eddy Shute, Frank O'Dell, R. H. Blacker 
and E. Shortt we noticed at the March Meeting 
Engrossed in a talk about the 8th Battalion at 
Loos, 1915. 

It was a pleasure to see Major Harry Milton, 
who with Mrs. Milton have been a kind of 
"Godparents" to Jesse Carr, late 1914, 6th 
Battalion. We hope to assist him in forming 
a Subbranch of London. 

It is good to see so many of the younger 
members attending the meetings. The 5th 
Battalion are becoming quite strong. 

Lieutv A. L. King, and Messrs. Mason and 
Daniels send their good wishes to Major 
Critchley. 

We were pleased to see Erny Tong in his usual 
seat last meeting and to know he is much 
better. 

The next Dance will be held on Saturday, 
July 5th. BE THERE. 

To all Buffs, wherever you may be, the best 
of luck and good wishes. 

J.E.E. 

LADIES' GUILD. 

A General Meeting of the Ladies' Guild will 
be held at the Prince Alfred, Tufton Street, 
S.W.I, on Saturday, the 31st May, at 6 p.m. 
Enrolment of new members will be made 
applicable to wives and daughters of Buffs. 
Yearly subscription 2/6, plus 9d. for bad£e. 

We regret to say that Mrs. Redman is still 
very ill and we await better news. 

The following attended Tufton Street on 15th 
March last: Mrs. Spinner, Mrs. Enright, Mrs. 
O'Dell, Mrs. Cissie Redman, Mrs. Lottie 
Redman. 

Mrs. Lamb, our Hon. Secretary, sends her 
good wishes ; similarly Mrs. Neale Dalton. 

We hope that our Treasurer, Mrs. Carter, will 
be with us on May 31st. 

Mrs. Love sends her kind regards. 
We are glad to hear that Captain and Mrs. 

Ricketts are now settled and together. 
We were pleased to meet Mrs. Willing, who 

came from Dover for the recent dance. 
 D»E.S. 

Ramsgate Branch* 

Reading The Dragon I saw Folkestone is 
visiting Ramsgate. Since then I have had a 
letter from the Secretary of the Folkestone 
Branch stating their intention of giving our 
Branch a visit. My members look forward with 
anticipation, and a warm welcome awaits them. 
Many acquaintances will be revived. By the 
way, Dick Atkins is not short of "Wallop". 

Jolly sporty of Colonel Orwin to come from 
Broadstairs to attend our meetings. Officer's 
support counts and we appreciate it very much. 

Captain M. Smith writes his apologies for 
nonattendance. Ladies sometimes do fall in 
dykes! 

It was nice to see Dick Durrant again at our 
meeting. Dick can still move his right arm; 
raises it pretty well. 

It would take too much space to mention all 
our celebrities that attended our last meeting, 
but Ted Swendell's face beamed. Ted likes a 
good attendance and by the work he puts in 
deserves it too. 

Now for the Meeting report 
There was a good attendance of the members 

of the Past and Present, The Buffs, Ramsgate 
Branch, at the monthly meeting held on March 
21st, at the Freemason's Tavern, High Street, 
Ramsgate. 

Mr. E. H. Swendell presided, supported by 
Captain R. Morgan (ViceChairman), Colonel 
W. R. Orwin, Major H. D. Rose, Captain H. 
Knight, Lieut. B. A. J. Divers and Mr. B. E* 
Knott, Secretary. 

The Chairman extended a welcome to Colonel 
W. R. Orwin and Mr. R. Durrant, whose 
attendance that evening was much appreciated, 
and said he was pleased to see many new faces 
and hoped that the support would be continued. 

Mr. Swendell made mention of the great loss 
that their member Mr. W. Chapman had 
sustained by the death of his wife, and expressed 
the Branch's deepest sympathy with Mr. 
Chapman. Members would be pleased to hear 
that Mr. J. Elson and Mr. H. Pescod were 
making satisfactory progress following illness. 

Captain R. Morgan, Chairman of the Social 
Committee, said he was sorry that last month's 
social was cancelled owing to inclement weather, 
but other events were being arranged. The 
most essential factor for success was support, 
continued Captain Morgan. They had a very 
enthusiastic Committee and he trusted every 
individual member would back it up* 
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Captain H. Knight's resignation from the 
Social Committee was received with regret and 
Lieut. B. Divers, was elected to fill the vacancy. 

Letters of apology for nonattendance were 
read from Major A. Peareth, Major A. Taylor, 
Captain N. Taylor, Messrs. J. Elson, H. Pescod, 

* T. Oliver and J. Blake, Lieut. B. Divers, 
Lieut. R. Cox, F. S. Penn, W. Wylie and W. 
Wanford. The names of new life members 
received from headquarters were placed on the 
Branch roll. 

A very satisfactory meeting was brought to 
a close by refreshments served by the Buff 
Host, Mr. R. Atkins. 

B.E.K. 

Canterbury Branch. 
The Branch's Monthly Meeting was held at 

its Headquarters on Friday, 9th April; Mr. 
L. F. Parratt presided. The Hon. Secretary, 
Major A. J. Peareth, presented the accounts, 
which showed the Branch to be in a very 
satisfactory financial position. Several new 
members were elected. It was decided to start 
playing Bat and Trap early in May, and to 
enter one team in the League. 

Now that the finer weather has come, it is 
hoped that more members will use the Branch 
Headquarters. The Tuesday whist drives are 
very popular, and numbers attending are still 
increasing. 

Results of dart matches were as follows :— 
Mar. 24. v Foresters (Away). Won. 

28. v Duke of Cumberland (Home). Lost. 

Folkestone Branch. 
. The April Meeting was held on Tuesday, 8th, 

at The Buffs Club. The Chairman (Lieut.
Colonel C. E. Wilson) presided, and the Branch 
officers and some 30 members were present. 

The March Meeting Minutes were read and 
adopted. 

OLD CONTEMPTIBLES' ASSOCIATION.—A letter 
 was received from the local branch, with an 

invitation to us to send a representative to 
attend the SouthEastern Area Rally, O.C.A. 
It was proposed and seconded that Mr. A. 
Orchard attend and represent us. 

ROYAL NAVAL OLD COMRADES' ASSOCIATION. 
An invitation was received from this Association 
for us to be represented at their annual dinner, 
and .it was proposed and seconded that Mr. W. 
Brunger attend. 

These interService Association invitations 
are to be appreciated and we hope that sometime 
we may return the compliment. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.—This followed 
the April Monthly Meeting. The Hon. Secretary 
gave his report on the past year's activities, 
and the Hon. Treasurer followed with the 
financial statement. Both reports were emin
ently satisfactory, and were adopted with hearty 
votes of thanks to the officers concerned. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS.—Chairman.—On the 
proposition of Mr. A. Orchard, secojided by 
Mr. W. Brunger, Lieut.Colonel C. E. Wilson 
was unanimously reelected. In a short speech, 
Colonel Wilson said how happy he, was to 
accept the honour ; nothing gave him greater 
pleasure than coming to our meetings and 
enjoying HR* good fellowship of the branch. 

Vicechairman.—Mr. A. Orchard proposed 
and Mr. G. Cooney seconded the reelection of 
Mr. W. Brunger, who expressed his appreciation 
and stressed the happy spirit of the members. 

Mr. T. Fordred (Hon. Secretary) and Mr. A. 
Orchard (Hon. Treasurer) were both reelected 
by unanimous vote, and the following were 
elected as Committee : Messrs. E. Little, A, 
Little, W. Page, R. Waddup and H. Wilkinson. 

Messrs. W. Bryson and G. Cooney were 
elected as Auditors, and Mr. T. Harris was 
reelected Dragon Correspondent. 

Mr. W. Brunger moved a vote of thanks to 
the Committee for their great help throughout 

. the past year. 
A suggestion from Mr. A. Orchard for a 

smoking concert was left to be discussed by the 
Committee at their next meeting. 

ANNUAL MEMBERS.—It is regretted that a 
number of these are behind with their sub
scriptions. Will they please send along their 
halfcrowns to the Hon. Secretary or Treasurer. 

Vic Hewson sends his kind regards to all 
members, and hopes to be visiting us in August. 

The monthly collection realised 16/ to 
Branch Funds. 

Dicky Waddup, the "Waddyes" referred to 
in London Branch notes in the March issue, 
will be pleased to hear from any old comrades. 
His address is 44 Garden Road, Folkestone. 

Our Branch membership is now 198, of which 
128 are Life Members, and 70 Annual Members ; 
together with three Honorary Members. 

They trusted him even when he was a 
Quarterbioke ! 
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Faversham Branch. 
Although it is some tinjie since this Branch 

sent in any record of its doings it has not been 
idle. 

The principal event was a dance, which was 
held at The Institute, Faversham, on 6th March, 
with the Dance Band of the 1st Battalion to 
play for us. As bad luck would have it, the 
weather was at its worst, and there was also 
considerable unemployment in the town, so 
the attendance was disappointing. However, 
those who came had a good evening and great 
praise Was given to the Band. We hope to 
have another and more successful dance in 
October. 

New members are still slowly coming in, 
but lack of transport or rather late 'buses make 
it very difficult for those from t?tibe outside 
villages to get back at night. 

We are having a special meeting in May 
and hope to have, anyhow, forty present, 
which for a new Branch is perhaps creditable, 
but we still want more of the young Buffs. 

We are very comfortable at our new Head
quarters at The Ship* Faversham, where the 
proprietor, Mr. Mumford Cooke, i§ most helpful 
to the Branch in every way. 

We hear unofficially that we are to be asked 
over to visit the Canterbury Branch. This will 
be our first outing and will be greatly looked 
forward to by our members. 

MINUTES of the 136th Meeting of the Executive Com
mittee, Past and Present Association, The Buffs, held 
at Canterbury on Friday, February 14th, 1947, at 11 a.m. 

Present : 
Lieut.Colonel G. R. Howe (Chairman). 
Brigadier J. F. Whitacre Allen, M.C. 
Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry. 
Major P. R. H. Fox, M.C. 
Mr. M. Hart (representing Dover Group). 
Major A. J. H. Taylor (representing Ramsgate Group). 
Major F. W. Tomlinson, F.S.A. 
Major A. J. Peareth (Secretary). 

1.283. The MINUTES of the 135th Meeting were read 
and confirmed* 

Min. 1,278. The Secretary reported on invest
ments made. 

Min. 1,280. That the Lieutenant Governor, 
Royal Hospital, Chelsea, had 
agreed with the proposal. 

Min. 1,281. That the loan had been made. 
Min. 1,282. That the letter had been sent to 

Kent Home Guard Battalions 
and the Canterbury Home Guard 
Association. 

1.284. PENSIONS.—The continuance of present pen
sions was approved for the financial vear 
194748. 

1.285. DONATIONS.—The continuance of donations as 
made during this financial year was approved 
for the financial year 194748. 

The following applications for donations were 
considered:— 
Toe H. Not approved. 
Embankment Fellowship Centre, Not ap

proved. 
British Legion, Bexley Heath. Not approved. 
Victoria League Appeal. "Not approved. 
Returned Prisoners of War Association. Not 
approved. 

1.286. REUNIONS, 1947.—It was resolved to hold an 
officers' reunion similar to that which was 
held in 1946. Lieut.Colonel J. R. "P. 
Williams to be approached as to whether he 
would assist in conjunction with the O.C. 
Regimental Depot Company, who will be 
responsible for the organisation of the 
reunion. 

1.287. DRAGON NEWSPAPER.^Interleaving advertise
ments as facing matter. The Editor reported 
that the Association of Service Newspapers, 
of which The Dragon rjg a member, had 
requested that the display of the eightpage 
supplement should be facing matter and had 
offered increased payment per page for 
advertisements so displayed. 

It was agreed that the request of the Association 
should be complied with. 

1.288. APPLICATIONS FOR LOANS.—Referred back to a 
subcommittee for further investigation and 
necessary action. 

L289. LETTER FROM THE REV. L. A. PRESTON, COPEN
HAGEN. 

Ja) Formation of a Danish Branch of the 
Association at Copenhagen. This pro
posal was agreed to and the Secretary 
instructed to pursue the matter. 

(b) Welfare of Danes (Buffs).' It was con
sidered that this is a question to be 
dealt with by unit commanders concerned. 

1.290. REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY (AUGUST 10TH, 1947). 
PARADE PROCEDURE AND ADMINISTRATIVE 
DETAILS.—It was decided that the arrange
ments for 1947 should be the same as in 
previous years and that the parade, with the 
consent of the unit concerned, should be 
held on the late Depot square. 

1.291. LIFE ASSOCIATE MEMBER.—L. R. Pierce, 
Hythe Branch. Application approved. 

MINUTES of the 135th Meeting of the Regimental 
Committee, The Buffs, held at Canterbury on Friday, 
February 14th, at 2 p.m. 

Present : 
Lieut.Colonel G. R. Howe (Chairman). 
Brigadier J. F. Whitacre Allen, M.C. 
Lieut.Colonel C. E. Wilson, M.B.E. 
Lieut. Colonel F. W. B. Parry. 
Lieut.Colonel R. W. Craddock, D.S.O., M.B.E. 
Major F. W. Tomlinson, F.S.A. 
Major P. R. H. Fox, M.C. 
Major A. J. Peareth (Hon. Secretary). 

145. The MINUTES of the 134th Meeting w<*re read and 
confirmed. 
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(a) Min. 138. DRAGON DINNER CLUB.—The Hon. 
Secretary reported that the Dinner had been 
arranged to be held at the United Services 
Club, London on Wednesday, June 25th, 
at 7.30 p.m. for 8 p.m. 

He explained the terms affecting the holding 
of the dinner. 

(.B\. REGIMENTAL TEA PARTY.—The Hon. Sec
retary reported that a tea party had been 
arranged for members and their families 
at the United Service Club at 3.30 p.m. on 
the afternoon of Wednesday, June 25th, 
1947. All concerned to be notified accord
ingly. 

146. CANTERBURY CRICKET WEEK CLUB. 
(A) CATERING.—The Hon. Secretary was in

structed to ask for tenders from J. Lyons 
and Co., a firm at Dover, and Slatters, 
Canterbury, for teas and a buffet lunch. 

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—The following proposition was 
approved : "That an officer who holds or 
has held a Regular, R.A.R.O. ; Supple
mentary Reserve ; Territorial or Emergency 
Commission in The Buffs be eligible for 
membership of the Club, subject to review 
in 1948, should lack of accommodation 
warrant this". 

(C) CLUB GUESTS.—It was agreed that a close 
scrutiny of this list be made at an early 
date to bring it up to date and within due 
proportions. 

(d) TEA AND ENCLOSURE TICKETS.—It was 
agreed that members, for 1947, be entitled 
to two free tea tickets and enclosure tickets 
each. Additional tea or enclosure tickets 
to be obtained on payment from the Hon. 
Secretary or on the Ground. 

147. OFFICERS' WAR MEMORIAL FUND.—The Hon. 
Secretary reported that steps were in progress 
to register this fund as a Charitable Fund and 
that he had obtained from Wellington College 
a specimen form of application for a grant from 
the fund. 

148. REGIMENTAL HISTORY, 19191946.—It was agreed 
that Colonel C. R. B. Knight be approached to 
undertake the writing of this period of the 
regimental history. 

149. LINKED BATTALION, THE ROYAL FUSILIERS.—It 
was agreed that a copy of an article on the 
activities of the Regiment in the recent war be 
made available for reproduction in the regi
mental journal of the Royal Fusiliers and that 
other appropriate articles which have appeared 
in the past in The Dragon also be offered for 
similar publication. 

150. REGIMENTAL SUBSCRIPTIONS, REGULAR OFFICERS. 

(i) The Committee does not advise or recommend 
an increase in the total amount of Regi
mental subscriptions as paid at the out
break of the 193945 War—i.e., £3 10s. Od. 

(ii) Having had time to consider the facts as 
presented in a letter on the subject of 
Regimental Subscriptions from the Chair
man, the Committee now recommend as 
follows :— m 

continued on p. 97. 

1st Battalion. 
rTAHE old order changeth, 
* and the 1st Battalion is 

to be no more for 12 long 
years. 

History records previous 
occasions on which the 
Regiment, or part of it, has 
suffered decimation by the 
hand of war, only to rise 
again to new and greater 
glories. Though " Death 
through natural causes" is 
a new experience for us, we 
shall meet and overcome it 
as we have overcome such 
things before. 

It is a sad and fateful duty, in this final 
editorial to record the passing of the 1st 
Battalion of the oldest Regiment in the British 
Army. The shadow of things to come has 
weighed heavily upon us all during the last few 
weeks. $ 

We have, however, kept our end up to the 
very last. Our activities in the world of sport 
have been many and varied. The final of the 
interplatoon football was played and replayed 
on two glorious sunny days and, after a game 
in which excitement never flagged and in which 
the issue was in doubt until the very end, "B" 
Company's third team beat the M.T. Section 
of H.Q. Company by 3 goals to 2. 

One event took place which will strike a 
chord of memory in the hearts of many older 
Buffs. For the first time for 2,000 years, 
soldiers ran a race on foot from Marathon to 
Athens. Teams from all the various Army 
Units in Southern Greece ran against each 
other over the historic course from the battle
field to the Stadium in the town where, at the 
conclusion of the third most decisive battle of 
the world, the messenger from Marathon 
gasped to the anxiously awaiting crowd in 
Athens, "Rejoice for we conquer", collapsed 
and died. In another sense, though a more 
recent one, history repeated itself. Our old 
rivals, the D.C.L.I., perhaps spurred on by the 
memories of our contests in the Bordon days, 
proved just too good for us and took the first 
and second place, while we took third. 

Our Battalion football team reached the 
semifinal of the Plastiras Cup, the major 
soccer event in Southern Greece. But in the 
semifinal itself, after our captain had to leave 
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the field through injuries, the ten remaining Commandos to do their stuff and is now on the 
players were beaten by the B.L.U., who were, staff of the B.M.M. Captain (Q.M.) Litt 
one must confess, a better team. arrived at the beginning of February and 

And last and by no means least amongst our st^ed ^ us }fr six weeks with the avowed 
football triumphs, jcomes the Officers v Sergeants ^ention of putting, us on a peacetime basis. 
Match. After 90 minutes full of thrills and HK1S ?uPer efflcient methods achieved their 
spills, the match ended in a 33 draw and all 
departed to the Officers' Mess for a wellearned ? peacetime on the Q side, however, was a 

. shock to some of us, who, perhaps, had grown 
' too accustomed to the easy ways of war ; and 

Our best record, however, has been^ on the John Lucas still goes about in fear and dread 
hockey field, where we have remained almost that he may have to pay for the two blankets, 
unbeaten throughout the season. In addition, Q.S. drab, which he acquired some time earlier 
the Commanding Officer and certain of the through the good offices of R.Q.M.S. Pearce, 
older members have provided the backbone but which'were not accounted for. 
of the "450 Club"—another successful hockey " . 
team organised by our Brigade Commander, Reynolds joined us from England, Gentry 
which has as its only stipulation that the ^joined us after successfully completing a 
players' ages must combine to reach that Middle East Course at the School of Artillery 
auspicious total. and Wheatley came back after learning how to 

. '  . be a pioneer with the 131 U.K. Company, 
The cricket season opened at the beginning Royal Pioneer Corps. Gilbey, Faulder, Fowler 

of the month with our first match against and Ball, also Lawrence and Plant, have all 
H.M.S. Leander, which, thanks to the inspired gone home on LIAP. The first of our officers' 
batting of Sam Barnard and Andrew Maxwell postings due to suspended animation began 
and the somewhat astonishing slow bowling of with Morgan going . to the 320 German 
Hugh Collins, John Lucas and Critchtey, Engineering Company, Brown leaving us to 
resulted in our winning by an innings and 10 become AntiMalaria Officer, Southern Greece, 
wickets. A few days afterwards we played and Seed, Barlow, Wardle and Wright being 
H.M.S. Magfite, whom many of us remember posted to Headquarters, Land Forces Greece, 
from, the old days at Trieste, and beat them Lieut. (Q.M.) Bennett came to us from Palestine 
too, m no uncertain fashion. to replace Captain (Q.M.) Litt and, last but not 

"A" and "B" Companies also distinguished least> to complete our trio in the "Q" Depart
themselves in the Brigade Annual Shooting ment> Williams, our old, old friend, arrived 
Competition, "B" gaining third place and "A" from England so soon before our final dispersal 
fourth out of some 35 competitors—a really that he has not even bothered to unpack his 
creditable result, considering how little time trunks. With him he brought Marshall, who 
we had to spare from guards and regimental came to us from the Indian Army, and was 
duties for serious practice. somewhat surprised, and naturally so, to find 

„ _ ' '  . that he had just arrived in time to leave. He 
* Wc have suffered our full quota of inspections js n5w convinced that the staff work in the 

Yari?us commanders. On January 15th British Army equals, if not surpasses, that in 
the Brigade Commander, Brigadier Wills, the Indian Army which he knew so well, 
carried out his annual administrative inspection. 
On February 7th, the CommanderinChief, We have to record with deep regret the deaths 
General Sir Miles Dempsey, paid us a short on active service of Private Dilley of the 
visit and on March 7th our Divisional Com Sisnal Platoon, who was killed in an air accident 
mander, MajorGeneral Down, came to say whilst on his way to England on compassionate 
farewell. Finally, on March 18th, the G.O.C. leave on March 9th, and Private Roberts, of 
Land Forces Greece, General Crawford, reviewed "B" Company, who was killed in a motor 
us on our last "Standdown" parade. accident the day after. We offer our sincere 
^ , . . sympathy to their relatives and friends. 
The Officers Mess has increased in size 

beyond all imagination and at one time we had Spring has come to Greece and Aliki and the 
reached a total of nearly 40 officers in station. countryside around us h$s been transformed, 
Officers have come and gone with quite seemingly overnight. When first we came to 
bewildering rapidity. Gregory Blaxiand re southern Greece, Aliki was in the grips of 
turned to us from LILOP, only to leave for the winter, with snow falling on the dark and 
hinterland of Macedonia. Though he is the oiily forbidding mountains behind us. The bitter 
Englishmen for railes/4hd mfies:'^bund, >he  is winds which seemed insatiable howled through 
happily ^sconced  teaching soriie 400 Greek the gaps in our vdndows where the glass should 
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have been and drove us> huddled together, 
round the inadequate warmth of ancient and 
temperamental "Valor" stoves. It seemed at 
first almost colder than Salonika. Only those 
acclimatised to Southern Greece can appreciate 
how swift and sudden has been the change. 
Though winter is but one month behind, Aliki 
is all that one could wish for. The grim 
landscape has been transformed into a bright 
and colourful panorama, splashed with patches 
of vivid green, where the fields of rye and corn 
are already a foot high. The trees are in leaf 
and everywhere there are bright patches of 
colour made by the yellow gorse and the delicate 
blossom on the fruit trees. The spring and 
summer flowers have made their bow together 
in a wave of glorious colour. In the fields 
around us and in the shops in Athens one sees 
a profusion of narcissi, hydrangeas, tulips, and 
even lilies and English roses, while the trees 
which line the avenues of Athens are heavy 
with Seville oranges. The Aegean is as deep a 
blue and crystal clear as any sea can be and the 
rocky shore with its sandy coves, which remind 
one of Cornwall, is dotted with a hundred 
different varieties of wild flowers and provides 
a paradise for us and the Athenians, who, at 
weekends, pass by in 'buses and motor cars in 
a steady stream en route for picnics and bathing 
at Kavouri and Voulagmeni. Though the sea 
is still invigoratingly cold, several enthusiastic 
swimmers go down each day from the billets 
to swim or sunbathe and already we are getting 
nicely brown. To add a final touch to summer 
we are now allowed to wear mufti when off 
duty, and one really begins to feel that the old 
days of peace we knew before the war are just 
around the corner. 

For all this, if for nothing else, our departure 
from Aliki will be much regretted. It seems 
almost impossible, sitting in the sunshine 
writing these final paragraphs with the ordered 
hum of a battalion in peacetime going around 
one, that, in 48 hours, the 1st Battalion will be 
no more. But for the last three weeks the life 
of the Battalion has been moving hopelessly 
and inexorably towards its end. 

In preparation for our dispersal, each to his 
appointed task, Ronnie Hills and "S" Company 
have rejoined us. Already we have sent some 
250 men to the 2 D.C.L.I., the other battalion 
in The Athens area, and soon the remainder of 
us will be in the transit camp, waiting to go to 
the East Surreys, the D.L.I., the Middle Fast, 
or England, home and glory. 

On 18th March, beneath a still and cloudless 
sky, the Battalion formed up by Companies for 

the last parade and was inspected by the G.O.C. 
Battalion ceremonial parades are a rare thing 
these days and this was, for most of us, the 
first and last once since the war. Every man 
was mustered and every man, however un
accustomed, did his best. When, at five 
minutes past eleven General Crawford arrived, 
the Battalion was drawn up in open order 
behind the Regimental Flag beneath a blazing 
sun, immaculate and motionless. The Com
manding Officer called the Battalion to attention 
and reported it present and ready for inspection. 
The G.O.C. walked round the ranks for 45 
minutes accompanied by the Commanding 
Officer, the Adjutant, Major Collins, Mr. Smith, 
the R.S.M., and the Brigade Commander. "A" 
Company, under Major Lucas, on the right of 
the line was inspected first, followed by H.Q. 
Company, under Major Critchley, "S" Company, 
under Captain Hills, and "B" Company, under 
Captain McGrath. The General talked to many 
of the men and, throughout the 45 minutes, 
the Battalion remained as steady as the Buffs 
have always been. 

After the inspection the General stood 
beneath the flag and the Battalion formed three 
sides of a square and gathered round him. 
He spoke for about ten minutes, outlining the 
Battalion's brilliant record and its achievements 
during the recent war and concluded by calling 
upon us all to do our best wherever we might 
go. The Commanding Officer called for three 
cheers for the G.O.C. and the Battalion then 
marched off by Companies. For many of us it 
was a bitter moment, but one which we shall 
long remember. Sic transit gloria mundi. 

On 19th March the Sergeants gave their 
farewell dinner, which was attended by the 
Commanding Officer, the Adjutant, the Quarter
master, the Company Commanders and many 
other Sergeants' guests, making a total of some 
75 in all. Special commemorative menus had 
been printed, each one being inscribed with a 
nominal roll of all the senior N.C.O.s. After an 
excellent supper the Company gathered together 
in the anteroom and chatted of the good old 
days, sang the good old songs and d^ank the 
nearest approach to the good old beer that the 
brewers of England can produce today. 

On the 21st the Officers gave their farewell 
Cocktail Party in the Officers' Club, Athens, to 
all Headquarters' staffs „and units in Land 
Forces Greece. The Regimental Sign had been 
specially painted for the day and stood in all 
it# glory at ' the entrance to the ballroom, 
guarded by Sergeants  Newland and Smith, 
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The gallery of the Club, where the Party was 
held, was full of flowers and three large bars 
were kept in constant use supplying champagne 
and other drinks to the 200 guests. A formidable 
array of Military Police was stationed outside 
the main door to direct the traffic and pay 
compliments to the distinguished guests, 
amongst whom were H.R.H. Princess Catherine 
of Greece and her LadyinWaiting, H.E. the 
British Ambassador and Lady Norton, General 
Crawford, the G.O.C. Land Forces Greece, and 
Mrs. Crawford, Admiral Talbot, Chief of the 
British Naval Mission| Air Commodore Gray, 
A.O.C. British Air Forces in Greece, Sir Charles 
Wickham, Chief of the British Police Mission, 
and representatives of General Ventiris, Chief 
of the Greek General Staff. MajorGeneral 
Rawlings, G.O.C. the B.M.M., and Major
General Down were unable to attend, being in 
Macedonia; and many other distinguished 
members of the services and the Greek Govern
ment. Unfortunately, H.E. the Danish Minister 
was unable to attend owing to illness. 

The guests were escorted by Lieuts. Bett and 
Cox and the R.S.M. to Major Lucas, who 
received them and presented them to the 
Commanding Officer. The party, which pro
vided the main social event in Athens for the 
spring, was undoubtedly a great success and 
went on long after it was due to end. 

On Sunday, March 23rd, the Padre held a 
final farewell service for the Regiment at which 
the Band of the Beds, and Herts, played for us. 
It was another sad and solemn moment for us all. 

Finally, the Advance Party, under Michael 
Cox, set sail on the morning of Monday, 24th, 
to prepare the way for the Colour Party, the 
Cadre and the Regulars who will rendezvous in 
Egypt before they go their separate ways. 

Tomorrow we shall leave Aliki and the final 
curtain falls, and, with that curtain, end so 
many things we loye so well. Many associations 
and friendships, built up amongst us during 
and after the war will forcedly be broken and 
we shall have but memories and honour left. 
We shall carry with us into honourable retire
ment vivid recollections of campaigns in Africa 
and Italy; of happier days spent in rest and 
relaxation at Trieste, the horrors" of six years 
of war finally ended ; of contented weeks spent 
in the heat of a Grecian summer at Kilkis ; 
of the cheerful and uncomplaining spirit which 
overcame the difficulties of winter at Salonika ; 
of the spring spent in pleasant surroundings 
along the placid shores of Thrace ; the guards 
at Panorama, the skiin g on Mt. Olympus and 

the hundred and one joys, fears, successes and 
disappointments which go to make a soldier's 
life. 

No longer will "Chetnik" and "Fair Ex
change", Critch. and the Master up, search for 
fresh fields to conquer ; no longer shall we 
cheer the Battalion team to victory on football 
ground or hockey pitch ; no longer while away 
the hours on guards or on, fatigues ; no longer 
bask in idleness beneath the sun or curse the 
driving rain ; no longer sit behind the firing 
point waiting anxiously the moment when we 
can add another 6d. to our pay. In short, no 
longer shall we think and act as Buffs. 

What we believed impossible has come to 
pass. But though in body we shall cease to live, 
the spirit cannot die. In the fullness of time 
the "Resurrectionists" will rise again as they 
have done before. In the years between— .. 
Veteri froncescit honor e. 

Sergeants' Mess/ 
A stroke of the pen in the War Office has brought the 

1st Battalion to the end of its days for a number of years. 
That same stroke has already caused old friends to say

farewell, for our first draft left for the D.C.L.I. a few « 
days ago. 

Some of us will remember a similar occurrence in Italy 
when the battalion was reduced to a cadre. Shortly 
afterwards, however, we were given the opportunity of * 
returning—just in time for the Christmas dinner. This 
time we realise that the decision is far more final. In 
two or three days the dispersal will be complete. 

Jimmy Dowson, Taffy Myatt and Robby Roberts 
were the first of our members to leave. 

A, very pleasant evening was enjoyed by all at a 
farewell dinner held the other evening, ably organised 
by our President of Presidents, Bogey Knight, with the 
possible exception of Dick Way—though of course he's 
always having fresh women troubles. On this great 
occasion the R.S.M. was induced to sing a song, the title 
of which I cannot remember, though it was probably 
unprintable anyway. The Commanding Officer under
took charge of the boozers' chorus in the corner, which 
gave some fine renderings of all the songs that a soldier 
should know. 

Activity within the battalion is now reaching a feverish 
pitch as the day approaches for the final run down. 

We shall mfss seeing Dick Way's empty seat at the 
breakfast table, and hearing the voice of "Anna" on the 
Mess telephone hopefully asking for Sgt. Fowler. 

Our two "bubbles", Blopdie Cawthorne and George 
Evans, are unfortunately being separated, Blondie to ' 
remain in his beloved Greece and George to leave for the 
land of the "Buckshees". 

Farmer Woodbridge is freed at the end of the month 
from the bondage of the other heavenly twin, who is 3 

wending his way home. 
Phil Pearce, Bob Barden, Veronica Tillotson and 

several other members leave for the B.M.M. 
So the tale of woe goes on, postings being far too 

numerous to give in detail, . 
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S  H  A V  E X  
The Perfect Two Minute Shave 

NO SOAP  NO BRUSH  NO LATHER 
IS USED BY 
ALL BRITISH 

FORCES 
For shaving when in 
a hurry it is mar
vellous — a perfect 
shave in two minutes. 
No water needed, 
but W you have 
water moisten your 
lace before using 
Shavex. You can 
shave in a quarter of 
the time that it 
takes with soap and 
brush and your skin 
will feel as fresh as 
a daisy. Almond Oil 
in Shavex keeps the 
face young and takes 
a w  a y  w r i n k l e s .  
Smear Shavex over 
the face when you 
have shaved and 
your skin will keep 
young, fresh and free 
f»om blemishes. 

Millions all over the world are now using 
Shavex. Beware of imitations—there is 
nothing like Shavex—the antiseptic shaving 

cream—the first on the market. 

SHAVEX everywhere 
I / 3  a n d  I / 1 ( i n c l u d i n g  P u r c h a s e  T a x )  
Obtainable at N.A.A.F.I., Boots, Wool
worth's, Timothy Whites & Taylors, Ltd. and 

all Chemists and Stores. 
S H A V E X  Z E E  K O L  C O . ,  L T D .  

40 Bavaria Road, London, N.19 

Ease for 
Sore Feet.... 

Active service conditions have resulted in many 
interesting letters referring to the' great value of 
Germolene. 

Here is the experience of a man back from two 
years' service in Africa. The letter is dated 
February 6th 1945. "For six months I suffered 
from footrot, a very uncomfortable complaint. 
I thought my feet would never get better, and 
were going to remain like it all the time. After 
using Germolene the trouble was completely 
healed in one month—and healed permanently." 

S W I t t V f  S K I N  T R 0 U & 1 *  
TH ERESALWAYS 

ASEPTIC OINTMENT 
1 /4 and 3/3 including Purchase Tax 
SOLD EVERYWHERE (incl.  N.A.A.F.I.) 
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HE SAYS 
"AU REVOIR" 

BUT HE MEANS | 
"GOODBYE" 

Play Safe! use 

COLGATE 
D E N T A L  C R E A M  

TnFce ft deup 
1/3 Including Tax 

When " boy meets girl " 
but somehow forgets to 
arrange another meeting, 
it is often because he finds 
her guilty of Oral Offence. 
Scientific tests prove that 
in 7 cases out of IO 
Colgate Dental Cream 
stops Oral Offence that 
originates in the mouth. 

Gu£d~ fo 

attsi W IIP" WWP1 HIP HP L TD. 

Uniform <& Equipment 

CAMBRIDGE CIRCUS 
LONDON  W.C.2 
Telephone :  TEMple Bar 1814 (7 lines) 
Grams :  "Alclothes," Westcent, Lond. 

A L D E R S H O T  
A M E S B U R Y  
C A M B E R L E Y  
C H E S T E R  
D E E P C U T 
F O L K E S T O N E  
N E W A R K  
O X F O R D  
U C K F I E L D 

' Second to None' 

GREYS 
C I G A R E T T E S  
Just honesttogoodness^ 

tobacco 

Plain or corktipped 
' Greys' will always 

appeal to those 
smokers who ask 
of a cigarette 
that it shall be 
pleasant 
and satisfying. 

BEECHAM'S PILLS 
Make them your 

Golden Rule of Health 
Obtainable everywhere 



x b b a U R A G & N  m 

s* rU memhersof the battalion, arid of the; Regiment, 
past and present; we send best wishes. 

To those who are joining new and strange units, we 
wish good luck; aridr may you settle down quickly. 
We hope you won't forget The Buffs, but at the same time 
trust that you will gain a fresh pride in  yout new 
regiments. 

Corporals' Club. 
Once again the day for notes has caught up with me 

and so I commence with a hearty welcome to all our 
new members, and trust that their stay with us, though 
short, has been a happy one. 

Cpl. Feltham, having only been amongst us for five 
short weeks, departed homewards to take a course and 
other, delights of .England's shores—we wish him the 
best of luck. Our regrets to Cpl. Levett, who, having 
been warned: at very short notice to prepare for the 
U.K., was disappointed by being stopped at the last 

.moment. Better luck next time. # 

Social life had a very distinct uplift since penning our 
last notes. A darts team was formed under the steady 
hand of Cpl. Porter (now on L.I.A.P.), and our first 
challenge was to the famous (at least in Dragon notes) 
Sergeants' team. Play commenced about 8 p.m. to the 
sweet music of the clink of bottles and glasses. This 
did riot affect the skill of the players, and play was of Na 
high standard. The first "leg" we won by a very narrow 
margin. The second "leg" passed to the Sergeants, 
and having allowed a few minutes for the darts to cool 
down (not to mention the players) the final assault 
began.; This "leg" started well, but we managed to 
leave the visitors well behind and the Postmaster General 
(L/Cpl. Bareham) won the game with what was also the 
highest score of the match. Then followed the drowning 
of the Sergeants' sorrows, which rounded the evening 
off well, as they got so cheerful that even the R.S.M. 
was seen in a state of undress—he had his coat off in 
a game of "Singing Forfeits" ! ! So, we collected the 
first of our laurels. 

The next on our list was the Officers' team, who were 
duly challenged the following week, and a very similar 
evening was spent with a similar result, the winning 
"arrow" being thrown this time by Cpl. Dicks, A.C.C.— 
another of our dark horses. The completeness of our 
victory on this occasion was slightly marred by a game 
of ."shove ha'penny" between Cpl. Dicks and the Padre. 
The;oriIy comment we have is that Dicks 6ught to stick 
to dartal!; : c v ; 

Having got away to such a beautiful start, we were 
quite disappointed when the Land Forces Greece 
Competition was cancelled just after we had managed 
to; get our. team entered. 
' ~N'&w I arrive atthe main topic of the day, and a Sad 
one it is for us all. Out activities both as a club and as 
a/b&ttalion have been brought to a close by the dreaded 
"Suspended Ariimatiori Axe", and we find burselves 
sehelved for an unknown number of years. We would 
like to take this opportunity of expressing our regret 
to the Commanding Officer on the break up of the 
battalion, and to thank him for the many things he has. 
done to assist the Club, 

Finally, to all N.C.O.'s who have passed through our 
Club, wherever they may be, we send our very best wishes 
in these our final notes. To the Corporals of tomorrow 
who take over where we have left off we say "May your 
club be as successful in its feeling of comradeship and 
as full of happy memories as our club has for us." 
i i So I /close with, wishes of gopd luck., and goodbye 
frbni/yorii: humble ^scribe at the "Three Star. iClub", 

 A l i k i .     / I , c . ; '  

Headquarter CSompany. 
, Although one has had many experiences pf farewells 
during the past few years, each occasion mustof necessity 
be different from any other, and how very different is 
this, one—except for one glimmer of hope, a final fare
well;' ' 

This time we are saying au revoir not only to our 
friends, not only to places we have visited, but to 
something which symbolises a way of life—the battalion. 

For generations, people have passed through the 
battalion and all have derived from it a sense of pride 
and taken with them the joys of good comradeship. . 

Sad indeed, therefore, that such an excellent family 
should break up. 

During the war years, the spirit in H.Q. Company 
was second to none. The keen rivalry' which existed 
between the platoons in the company, and in a more 
corporate sense, between ourselves and the rifle com
panies, resulted in a great esprit de corps and company 
pride. This spirit has been carried into the post war 
years with unabated zest and has displayed itself iii 
daily life and in sport. 

We wish to take this opportunity of saying farewell 
to all old Buffs of H Q. Company, wherever you may be, 
who helped to make it the great company it has. always 
been. 

The glimmer of hope referred to earlier, is that one day 
in the future the battalion will return to service. Who 
can say where or what he will be doing when that 
occurs ? Yet one thing is certain; when the news is 
announced,. we shall feel, one and all, that agreat 
friend is with us again and we shall wish the battalion 
good luck, with a feeling of satisfaction that once more 
it is taking its place where it rightfully belongs. 

Until that day, to aU our old friends we say, "Cheerio". 

SIGNAL PLATOON. 
Once again we pen a few lines to'Iet you know what is 

happening in the platoon. ' 
To start with there are quite a few changes since our 

last riotes. The Si gnal Sergeant has gone home on 
Python, but Les Cleaver has more than filled the gap. 

I am sorry to have to say that these will be our. last 
notes with the 1st Battalion. as we are breaking up 
during the next week and going to different units. Some 
are going to the D.C.L.I., some to the D.L.I., whilst^the 
remainder are going to the R.A.C. Good luck to all of 
you and may you continue to be a member of a Signal 
Platoon. . 

The Signal Platoon regret to announce the death of 
Ted DiUey, who was killed in an air crash whilst on 
his way home on compassionate leave. His death is 
sadly felt by the rest of the platoon. 
; Congratulations to Bill and Russ on their first stripe, 

arid "also to Les on his third. 
The lone ranger," Charlie Baker, has "been posted to 

the young Buffs (East Surreys). The Signal Platoon 
D.R., Flash Burbridge (Wembley) is happy now that 
the Signal Sergeant has gorie as he has got his bike 
back again arid has not got to" walk any more. j 
 *. Andso we icome to the. end. of, our lashjriotW from the 
Signal Platoon, ̂  1st Battalion:The_Bnffs,. _ Let's hope it 

be/ long .before there i&alribthef .lstv .  ^. 
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M.T. 

Since our last notes appeared several of the older 
members of the section have left. Amongst those who 
went on Python was the inimitable (thank goodness) 
M.T. Clerk, Pat Carroll. Spud Taylor and Freddie 
Finden also left; perhaps they have already been 
noticed around the Depot by this time. Our renowned 
fitter, Ken Ollive, went with 48 Group, as did the oldest 
member of the section, Francis. 

We would like to take this bpportunity of thanking 
all past and present R.E.M.E. fitters without whom we 
would have been rather lost at times. They have always 
been first class and have invariably become jolly good 
Buffs. 

Well, the wheels are slowing down as I write this. 
Valiant drivers are coaxing their sometimes reluctant 
charges to perform their part in the final acts of the 
battalion—handing in stores—and in a very few days 
they will be lying by the side of other and far less worthy 
vehicles in the graveyard of all transport, the Returned 
Vehicle Park. Threeton drivers in particular will be 
sad to lose, their vehicles, which are amongst the best 
in the country. Seldom have guards been conveyed to 
and from their posts in such magnificent vehicles. 

Farewell to the eager cries of "When can I have my 
next 406 please ? " No more will the elite drivers of the 
battalion be heard to say, "Can't I do Duty Jeep again 
today ?". 

In closing, we will take this opportunity of sending our 
very best wishes to all past members of the M.T., and our 
final words are, "We went down driving them". 

4'A" Company. 

This is the last time that "A" Company's Dragon 
notes will appear for many years. 

On March 6th, 1947, we received from the Com
manding Officer the tragic order that the battalion was 
to go into suspended animation. These final Dragon 
notes are therefore somewhat of an epitaph, written with 
a heavy heart indeed. 

In the first instance the blow was softened by the 
news that we were to form a special "Buff Company" 
to keep the battalion Dragon flying. The company was 
to be attached to the 1st Battalion The Royal Fusiliers, 
and many of us were in high hopes that we should have 
the honour of being included in its ranks. But, alas ! 
the company was cancelled and the final coating of sugar 
was taken off the pill. Our Regular soldiers are now going 
to Egypt to await posting, which they hope will be to 
the 2nd Battalion, while the rest of us will go to the 
D.C.L.I., the D.L.I, and the East Surrey Regiment. 

From now on we have the sad task of speeding the 
departing warriors all over Greece and preparing Aliki 
for the D.C.L.I., who will shortly take over from us. 
We have seen Aliki grow from a rather depressing 
barracks, taken over in the depths of Winter, to a bright 
and cheerful place which most of us will be sad to 
leave. We have painted our billets in gay colours, 
inside and out ; we have indulged in the Company 
Commander's private passion of laying whitewashed 
stones in every conceivable direction, we have watched the 
Winter fade away and seen the sun shine gradually more 
strongly until now most of us have achieved a handsome 
suntan, and several enthusiasts can be seen swimming 
in the sea during the afternoons. The cricket season has 
opened, the peach, blossom is on the trees and the sombre 
darkness of the hills/behind us is broken with patches 

of bright green corn, the Spring flowers are everywhere 
in bloom and all the pleasing signs of Summer are here. 
Even our guards have improved and not only do we do 
fewer than we did before, but they are now less arduous. 
The nights are warmer and the sun is an enjoyable 
companion during the afternoons at the R.S.D., the 
D.S.D. and all the other beats we know so well. 

However, the longawaited Summer in Greece is not 
for us. No longer shall we hear the old familiar cry, 
"On Parade, "A" Company", disturbing our afternoon 
siesta; no longer shall we live in "Claridges", the 
"Regent Palace", or the "Strand" ; no longer shall we 
approach "A" Company notice board with sinking hearts 
to learn what horrors the Company Commander and 
the C.S.M. have in store for us tomorrow ; no longer 
shall we strive to beat "B" Company on the soccer 
field and "S" Company on the cricket pitch. Another 
sign will replace our Dragon over the Company Office 
door and we shall leave Aliki and the Regiment for 
pastures new, carrying with us many happy postwar 
memories ; of bathing at Trieste ; eggs and chips in the 
"Victory Bar" at Kilkis; at Salonika, our reign as 
Champion Company at soccer, watching the less active 
members of H.Q. Company going over the assault course, 
and evenings at the Cucuracha Bar ; in Athens the last 
minute rush from Omonia Square to catch the over
laden liberty truck leaving the guarded car park. Yes— 
though short, this postwar life of ours has been a varied 
and eventful one. 

We now await the starter's gun. When this is fired 
we shall disperse as quickly as we can until the final 
dissolution is complete. Already the first fruits of 
suspension are upon us. Lieut. Mark Brown has 
returned to Salonika once more, to study the mosquito, 
and will come back to Athens as AntiMalaria Officer 
for Southern Greece. Next week the Y.M.C. A. which has 
served us so well is closing down, since our successors 
prefer the N.A.A.F.I. 

A photograph of the Officers of the company and one 
of the whole company, together with a copy of the final 
Battle State, have been sent so that our readers can see 
just who was with us at the end and what we looked like. 

The last five weeks have otherwise been quiet ones. 
The arrival of Summer and the lessening of our guards 
have happily coincided and we have devoted what time 
we could to getting brown and playing 9very type of 
game. Sgt. Newland and Cpl. Feddon were the com
pany's contribution to the battalion soccer side, which 
was unfortunate to be beaten in the semifinal of the 
Plastiras Cup—the big football event in Southern 
Greece. 

Under the able leadership of Lieut. Pollen, who has 
now left us to take up the onerous task of educating the 
battalion, No. 9 Platoon Shooting Team secured fourth 
place among some 35 competitors in the Brigade 
Shooting Competition, a very good show and a well
deserved result of so much hard work. 

Under the capable direction of 2/Lieut. Bramhall, the 
company is wellrepresented in the battalion cross

* country running team, which we hope in the near future 
will capture all laurels in the Southern Greece Marathon. 

"A" Company opened the cricket season under the 
enthusiastic direction of the Company Commander, 
the C.S.M. and 2/Lieut. Sedgwick, who has recently 
returned from a P.T. Course looking so brown that 
rumour has it that he has been mistaken for a Greek on 
several occasions. L/Cpl. Stringer has already found 
his length and is putting down a pretty ball to the 
discomforture of our opponents. We have made a cricket 



T H E  D R A G O N  

net behind the Company Lines and every day 
enthusiasts can be seen "wielding the willow" in classic 
style. Our first match was against H.M.S. Leunder, 
which resulted in a triumphant success—our beating 
them by 10 wickets without apparent effort. 

During the month the Band of the Beds, and Herts. 
Regiment has played for us, providing a „ little light 
relief which has been much appreciated. 

Distinguished visitors have been thick and fast and 
have included the C.inC., the G.O.C.inC. Land 
Forces, Greece, and the Divisional Commander. One 
V.I.P. we hoped to see back with us who has not returned 
was C.S.M. O'Keefe; but perhaps it is just as well lie 
is not here to see the mighty falling. ~ 

Lieut. "Sherlock Holmes" Maynard has been round 
the old familiar places at dead of night and after some 
adventurous evenings has succeeded in rounding up 
most of the better known local "bad men". However, 
in spite of his night life, to which only Peter Cheyney 
or Damon Runyon could do justice, he seems as un
disturbed as ever. He would like to know, however, who ~ 
pinched his battle dress, as it flavours of the "Biter bit". 

Our last words shall be to wish Godspeed to all pur 
Mends in "H.Q ", "B" and "Support" Company, to 
bid farewell to old members of "A" Company, 1st 
Battalion all over the world, and to send our greetings to 
"A" Company, 2nd Battalion, whom we know will 
keep the right spirit to the top. 

r In the words of the gladiators of ancient Rome who 
suffered a fate somewhat similar to ours—"Ave dracone
te morituri salutant". 

"A" COMPANY BATTLE STATE. 
COMPANY H.Q. 

Major Lucas 
Lieut. Maynard 
Lieut. Cox 
C.S.M. Barden 
C/Sgt. Tillotson 
Sgt. Evans 
Sgt. Trew 
L/Cpl. Chalk 
Pte. Brown (72) 

„ Palmer 
,, Ashdown 
„ Lutteridge 
„ Kitchen 
,, Holmes 
„ Coombes 
„ Barraclough 
„ Wines 

L/Cpl. Burgess 
Pte. Morris 

O.C. 
2 i/c 
Training Officer 
C.S.M. 
C.Q.M.S. 

Pin. Sgt. i/c Coy. H.Q. 
O.C.'s Carrier Driver 
Jeep Driver 
15 cwt. Driver 
15 cwt. Driver 
15 cwt. Driver v 

O.C.'s Batman 
2 i/c's Batman 
Training Officer's Batman 
Coy. Storeman—Pay Clerk 
Coy. Storeman 
Coy. Clerk 
Coy. Runner 

No. 7 PLATOON. 
Platoon H.Q. 

2/Lieut. Bramhall Platoon Commander 
Sgt. Smith 
L/Cpl; Stringer 
Pte. Larsen 

Kneller 
Thundow 
Kennett 

Platoon Sergeant 
N.C.O. i/c Mbrtar 
No. 1 Mortar 
No. 2 Mortar 
Runner 
Wireless Op. 

No. 1 Section. 
Cpl. McVinnie i/c 
L/Cpl. Jensen 2 i/c 

, Pte. Martin No. 1 L.M.G. 
„ Grace No. 2 L.M.G. 

Meade Rifleman 

Pte. Boyle 
„ Young (31) 
,, Wilcox 
,, Unwin 
„ Gutteridge 

Rifleman 

Cpl. Levett 
L/Cpl. Morton 
Pte. Bateman 

„ Cooper 
,, Stevens (87) 
„ Cocks (70) 
„ Beck 
„ Duffel! 
,, Farrell 
„ Mayers 

No. 2 Section,. 
>/c 
2 i/c 
No. 1 L.M.G. 
No. 2 L.M.G. 
Rifleman 

No, 3 Section. 
i/c 
2 i/c 
No. 1 L.M.G. 
No. 2 L.M.G. 
Rifleman 

Cpl. Chrisp 
L/Cpl. Parker 
Pte. Swaffer 

„ Grey 
,, Fells 
„ . Goddard 
,, Caldon 
„ Stevens (28) 
„ Gumbrell 
.. Hill 

No. 8 PLATOON. 
Platoon H.Q. 

2/Lieut. Purchaise Platoon Commander 
Sgt. Newland Platoon Sergeant 

N.C.O. i/c Mortar 
No. 1 Mortar 
No. 2 Mortar 
Wireless Op/Batman 
Runner 

L/Cpl. Aisbitt 
Pte. Munkebo 

„ Goodwin 
„ Bassett 
.. Blesson 

No. 1 Section. 
Cpl. Dickens i/c 
L/Cpl. Smith 2 i/c 
Pte. McCarthy No. 1 L.M.G. 

„ Edmunds (41) No. 2 L.M.G. 
„ Hunt Rifleman 
„ COLLIS „ 
„ NEWMAN „ 
„ TURTON „ 
„ HAMPTON „ 
,, Edmunds (83) „ 

No. 2 Section. 
Cpl. Wilcox 
L/Cpl. Brockman 
Pte. Harris 
„ Sinden 
„ Allen 
„ Butler (55) 
„ Leitch 
,, Wheatley 
„ Buss 
.. Cliffe 

i/c 
2 i/c 
No. 1 L.M.G. 
No. 2 L.M.G. 
Rifleman 

No. 3 Section. 
Cpl. Howard 
Cpl. Feltham 
Pte. Meakins 

„ Johnson (81), 
,, Matthews 
,, Thompson 

i/c 
2 i/C 
No. 1 L.M.G. 
No. 2 L.M.G* 
Rifleman 
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Pte. Dallard Rifleman 
„ DEVANEY „ 
„ HUNT (79) „ 
„ WALTERS „ 

No. 9 PLATOON. 
* Platoon H.Q. 

2/Lient. Sedgwick Platoon Commander , 
Sgt. Fowler . Platoon Sergeant 
Cpl. Knight. N.C.O. i/c Mortar 
Pte. Burch  . No; 1 Mortar 

,, Young (85) No. 2 Mortar . 
,, Middleton Wireless Op/Batman 
„ Griggs Runner 

No. 1 Section. 
Cpl. Feddon 
L/Cpl. Wicks 
Pte. Boniface 

,, Earl 
,, Alston 
,, Carlton 
;, Corke 
,, Bazely 
„ Smith 
„ Poulter 

No. 2 Section. 
Cpl. Ruff i/c 
L/Cpl. Bunting 2 i/c 
Pte. Fenst No. 1 L.M.G. 

„ Warren No. 2 L.M.G. 
,, Johnson (19) Rifleman 
„ Butler (34) . .. „ 
„ Margesson 
„ Cocks (75) 
„ LARKINS „ 
„ BIRKS*. „ 

NO. 3 SECTION. 
CPL. LEWINGTON I/C 
L/Cpl. Wilcox 2 i/c . 
Pte. Barnard No. 1 L.M.G. 

„ Wood No. 2 L.M.G. 
„ Olsen Rifleman 
„ Baxter (50) „ 
„ Knight (92) „ 
„ Oliver 
,, Gardener ,, 

Peerless 

VB" Company. 
The end of last month's Dragon notes also brought us 

to the end of the great Greek Carnival here in Aliki. 
Each new day we would look forth from the billet 
windows (rather blearyeyed) and we could see not only 
our nice new Spring coats of paint, but what appeared 
to be numerous coloured birds flying around in the sky. 
We pondered for a moment, and then had another rub 
at our eyes, and then slowly but surely it dawned on us 
that these strange birds were nothing but kites after all. 
Of course, it was the end of the Siesta which had been 
going on strongly now for the last three weeks. We are 
still trying to ponder out why the "Bubbles" fly these 
kites as a way of celebration. 

Spring has certainly been here with us this last fort
night in the way of weather. Quite recently strange 
photos were to be seen printed upon the billet notice 
boards. These were photographs of stranded villages 
in England, with Dakotas dropping food to the villagers, 
with the big heading on the top, "A Swede's L.I.A.P.". 

At last now we have some definite "griff".; We are to 
be put in suspended animation very shortly . It is a new 
gleam we see in their eyes/ or perhaps it is tears, we 
wonder ! The next thing; of course, is where do we go 
from here ? That is the question which is the permanent 
talk of the moment. : . s  r 

We have been, doing a crosscquntfy run eaCh week 
and this is about the only time wfe see each other all 
together. On the last one we had, we noticed a .strange 
pair of figures who weire in'the lead at the beginning. 
Who were they ? Good Lord, it was old Dicky Way 
and Bogey Knight, our C/Sergeant and C.S;M.T 
There they were, pounding along as if they .were giter 
the 2.20 to Brighton on a Saturday afternoon. . : r ^ p! 

Last Wednesday, March 5th, No. 12.Platoon played 
the finals of the InterPlatoon Knockout Competition, 
against the M.T. What a game it certainly was J 
A knockout to be true ! During the first half, 12 Platoon 
did very well indeed, Scoring the first and second goals, 
and as we looked towards our goal, we could see'"Bogey", 
our C.S.M., leaning against one of the goalposts, 
thoroughly "browned off". Whilst at the other goal
mouth was that flying figure leaping in, out, jumping, 
heading, and in fact doing everything with that ball, 
of our Company Commander, Capt. "Mac" McGrath. 
Whenever the ball went to the wind, there was a wild 
dash from 2/Lieut. "Spiv" Rieynolds, who either meant 
to kick that ball or die in the attempt. Finally came 
the end, with the score 2 all, a draw., M.T. having 
scored their two in the second half. We congratulate 
every member of the team on a thoroughly good game. 
We feel sure now that if we had had a few more minutes' 
play, we would have taken the medals. Still, that 
remains to be seen on the replay. 

The replay of the interplatoon final resulted in a 
welldeserved victory for "B" Company by 3 goals to 
2, though the one goal advantage by no means flattered 
our superiority.; Our team was unchanged from the 
previous match, except for the inclusion of Sergeant
Major Bob Barden, who; before his transfer to "A" 
Company was a regular player for i2 Platoon. 

The match was played at a cracking pace all the way 
through, and both teams gave of their very best, though 
the marked superiority of our side was Always apparent, 
especially at centrehalf, where Tommy"Leigh played a 
fine dominating game. It was he who Was responsible 
for the winning goal, a brilliant first time! offott from 
just outside the penalty area. 

* M.T. were the first to score, and were An joying the 
advantage of a powerful wind. However, we equalised 
soon after, with a good goal from Kendall, M.T. were 
soon ahead again, however, and at halftime we crossed 
over in arrears to the tune of 2—1. 

The second half was a very different story, and with 
the wind behind us it was practically obvious to every
body who would be the .winners. Our forwards and 
halves completely dominated the game, and only fine 
work by Capt. Sam Barnard and Cpl. Cosford in the 
M.T. defence averted a cricket score being registered. 

Billy Holman equalised, and then came Tommy 
Leigh's great winning goal. So the match resulted in a 
wellearned victory for the lads of "B" Company, by 
3 goals to 2. 

The whole team is to be congratulated* on their very 
fine performance, with Capt. "Mac" McGrath, the 
skipper, "Tommy" Leigh, C.S.M. "Bogey" Knight, our 
vigilant net minder, and "Billy" Holman,. our out
standing performers. 

i/c 
2 i/c 
No! 1 L.M.G. 
No. 2 L.M.G, 
Rifleman 
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:The winners;wefereachpresented with a silver match 
box: case, engraved; with jfege famous Acropoiis; as if you 
couldn't guess ! However, they will make nice souvenirs, 
and probably cause the/'puffing out" of several proud 
chestsja the years to come. ' 'Where did you win that, 
Daddy ?" ' 

We have heard strange stories of our guards, just 
recently the boys have been coming back from them 
talking about "Big shoot ups", and little "Ginger" 
Harker, our specialist on guards, has, I think, five 
Greeks to his credit now! Good hunting, "Ginger", 
wherever you may go. I think altogether our company 
has apprehended and caught about 20 "Bubbles" in 
the last month, Which is excellent really, seeing that we 
hot oiily get attacked by fand, but recently there have 
been invasions coming from the sea. We congratulate 
Sgt. Jimmy Dowson's guard on the sinking of two of 
these craft, with the probability of about halfadozen 
"Bubbles". We send Our warning to all "Bubbles". 
Beware/ Our forefingers are pitching ! 

Perhaps this is our last instalment in The Dragon, 
so we wish all "B" Company and all our readers, bon 
voyage and a speedy deniob., wherever you may go. 

"S" Company. 
Countless Company Commanders have penned their 

Dragon notes every month, giving old friends of "S" 
Company the latest news and activities, and indeed, 
assuring them that we Still exist. A 

It must be left to only one to write the last notes 
for at least twelve or more years, and so this is a 
memorable occasion, because orders have been received 
that the battalion must depart temporarily into the 
darkness of " Suspended Animation ". A sad day for 
we who serve arid for those 'who have served before. 

The early weeks of March have seen numerous 
conferences, and with the aid of "char and wads" the 
Q.M. and Company Commander made" the necessary 
arrangements ^ for the dissolving of "S" Company. 
The 'Carriers/made their Tast journey: a whiie back—a 
thankless task performed extremely well by the. Carrier 
Platoon and sundry other persons invited to assist 
in the task. , Threeinch mortars/ 6pounder A/Tank 
guns and mpst of the stores have gone—only the men 
and a fine spirit remain. Soon the billets will be returned 
to their owners and. the company will be back with the 
battalion for a: few .days before the final farewells. 
This after three months on detachment duties. 

We take this opportunity of bidding farewell to Lieut.. 
Colonel G. F. F/' Oliver; D.S.O., and the Officers, 
Sergeants, N.C.O.'s and men of the battalion. Good luck 
and good fortune wherever you may go. 

Farewell to our comrades.of "A",. "B" and "H.Q." 
Companies. No doubt O.C. "A" Company misses his 
Carrier as much as O.C. "S" mournsforhis ''_Wasp''. 

With only a fewr days to pass before the ' 'closedown"; 
PhaHron is a hive of bewildered industry. Bent backs 
carry enormous" :kitbags and in many cases the< 
"bemedalled" members of the company are seen bearing 
luxurious steel sprung beds and other strange devices 
"acquired" during their more active service ! v Drafts 
are; paraded in the!busy streets of Phaliron bound for 
their .new battalion. " . : 

On this occasion it 'is fitting that the Specialist
Platoons; should write their own nbtesr and the repre / 
sentatiVes  have replied willingly  to / the 4tt*titatioh/: 

AmlL of the jg^toons .is shown asat time^of 
dispersal. " . .\/U ?/' ; ; . 

c.s. 
C.Q 
C.Q 
Cpl 
Cpl. 
°Pte. 

. # COMPANY, HEADQUARTERS. 
Company Commander : Captain E. R. Hills 

.M. Butcher, G. J 
I.M.S. Gaskill, I. 
f.M.S. Trigg, G. 

Crane. C. 
Manville, R 
Westaway, V. 
Hamer, J. 
Thorpe, F. 
Wilding, C. 
Penfold, J. 
Pulling, A. 
Munday, D. 
Joyce, S. 

L/Cpl. Timms, E. 
L/Cpl. Sutherland, F. 
L/Cpl. Woolmer, H. 
L/Cpl. Jarvis, P. (att. H.Q.) 
Pte. Marchant, P. 

,, Green, K. 
,, Edwards, C. .:.v 
,, Cameron, J. 
,, Hutley, C.
„ Voysey, .A., att. H.Q. 
,, Finnis, D., att. H.Q. 
„ Belton, W., att. H.Q. 

Craftsman Broomhead, 
R.E.M.E. att. 

PIONEER PLATOON. 
Refreshed by their aquatic operations on Christmas 

Day at Kavouri, the Pioneer Platoon commenced work 
at Phaliron with good heart. There was much to do 
arid time was the opposing factor, but the fine spirit 
of the platoon proved its worth again. Carpenters were 
busy inserting window frames and doors whilst also 
indulging in trades not officially the|r own. 

The sad news that the battalion was to close down 
provided a few bitter obstacles to the completion of the 
general plan of work. The Company Commander 
required the presence of the platoon to interview them 
reference their future, the C.Q.M.S. wanted to replace 
u/s kit, etc., and soon the cement began to dry before 
the task was completed. However, when Pte. Hadley, 
R., our cheerful Storemen, was asked his choice, he 
replied, "I would like to go back to my old mob, Sir
Night Classes A.T.C." ! 

The Pioneer dog has received ri posting to the D.C.L.I., 
and no doubt the blowlamp will travel in that direction 
to brew even stronger and better tea ! 

Good luck and farewell to all exPioneers at present 
mending their burst water pipes in the U.K. Our best 
wishes go with the Company Commander and our good 
friends of the Carrier, Mortar, A/Tank Platbons an<J
Company Headquarters. 

Pioneer Platoon Nominal Roll. 
« Platoon Commander 

Platoon Sergeant 
L/Cpl. Ralph, V. 
L/Cpl. Atkins, R., att. H.Q. 
Pte. Austin, J. 

„ Bullock, V., att, H.Q. 
„ Clasper, G. 
,, CrowhursL T., att. H,Q 
„ Elkerton, P., att. H.Q. 
„ Hadley, R.  ' 
„ Moffatt, T.' 

: Lieut. J. Wheatley 
; Sgt. Bennett, H. 
Pte. Lemare, V.. 
„ Latham, P., atti H.Q^ 
„ Reilly, J., att. H.Q. 
„ Rudland, J/ 
„ Smith, J., att. IT.Q. 

. „ Tyler, F. / 
„ Watkin, J. 
„ Heathcote, L., att.

;  &.Q. 

CARRIER. PLATOON.  I :; 

It is with a heavy heart that I bring myself to write 
what is virtually an obituary on that most famous of 
all platoons with any battalion, "The Carriers". About 
six weeks ago, rumours became rife throughout the 
company that we were to pass into, using words of Army 
parlance, "Suspended Animation''. Unfortunately, for 
once rumours proved to be mote than correct. Soinuch 
so tjrat at the moment we are all. like fish out of writer^ 
or rather a Carrier Platoon miffiPht. carriem 
theless, the last . ax. weejs have npLp^^d vritiiput
incident. ^      *   : 
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Firstly, I would like to mention our Carrier Course 
which through force of circumstances we were unable to 
finish. At the same time we feel that both the students 
and instructors not only enjoyed themselves but gained 
much useful knowledge. 

Secondly, I would attempt to describe our first 
encounter with Sgt. "Dodgie" Parsons. Way back 
last January we arrived at Platoon H.Q, 2/4th Royal 
Hampshires to take over their carriers. Here we met, 
unfortunately not for the first and last time, Sgt. 
Parsons, who calmly informed us he had started all 
the carriers on one battery and secondly there was 
insuffcient petrol to take us to our destination. How
ever, we had the final laugh as Sgt. Parsons was posted 
to us and immediately took over the duties of Platoon 
Sergeant, a job which has led to a considerable thinning 
of his flaxen locks. 

Lastly, I would attempt to briefly describe the fateful 
journey of the carriers to the R.V.P., Athens. At 
approximately 2000 hours one Friday, a message came 
through stating that all tracked vehicles would be in 

% the R.V.P. by 1230 hours the following day. This, I fear, 
caught us rather on the hop, but Sgt. Parsons, aided 
and abetted by L/Cpl. Nutman, once again started 
innumerable Carriers on one battery, the net results 
being that the Company Commander led the column 
off at approximately 1100 hours (I almost forgot to 
men, towing the SergeantMajor), the rear being brought 
up by the Platoon Commander, Lieut. Yeandle (also 
towing a carrier). 

And so we write finis to a fine platoon, and we would 
like to take the opportunity of thanking all concerned 
for their very loyal services and to wish them God
speed and good fortune wherever they may go. 

Carrier Platoon Nominal Poll. 

Platoon Commander : Lieut. Yeandle, H. S. 

Platoon Sergeant: Sgt. Parsons, A. 
Sgt. Morgan, R. 
„ Trew, L., att. "A" 

Cpl. Milward, L. 
„ Oliver, T. 

L/Cpl. Beer, G. 
„ Lee, E. 

Pte. Alexander, V. 
„ Barnaby, W. 
„ Clough, S. 
„ Featley, J. 
„ Greene^ R. 
„ Hadley, J. 
„ Lewcock, A. 
„ Nicholls, S. 
„ Pooler, C. 
„ Rootes, W. 
„ Stone", R. 
„ Thorpe, D. 
„ Tolley, T. 
„ Wiseman, P. 
„ Wakely, W. 

Sgt. Watson, C. 
,, Fowler, D., att. "A" 

Cpl. Smith, J. 
L/Cpl. Hadlow, F. 

„ Blackball, H. 
„ Nutman, J., 

R.E.M.E. att. 
Pte. Abell, R. 

„ Carr, J. ' 
„ Davidson, C. 
„ Freeman, T. 
„ Gould, T. 
„ Lane, B. 

Nichol, A. 
Manwaring, P. 
Reeves, G. 
„ Snape, E. 

Sumner, P. 
„ Whiddett, P. 
„ Wood, W. 

MORTAR PLATOON. 

No one can deny we are definitely mortar minded in 
the platoon! Everyone lived for the day when those 
mysterious eavenous tubes reared forth. This day, 
unfortunately, never came, as our .guard commitments 
have been such that we have only been able to admire 
them and let our imagination do the rest. 

After our move from Kavouri on January 21st* we 
again settled down once more to routine, and life 
continued in the old rut, until one Friday morning in 
February when we were visited by the Brigadier. There 
followed a week of intense slogging, whitewashing, 
painting and window repairing. It is here that we can 
lay a just claim to being the'equals pf the Pioneers. 
The names of Fuggle, Collings and Jenkins and many 
others played a prominent part during the week and 
their concentrated efforts enabled us to emerge almost 

"perfect one week later. 
We are lucky enough to have our own platoon 

trumpeter, Fuggle, who tactfully never played reveille 
but just "Jealousy", "All thrqjigh the night" and other 
softer tunes rather than the ' 'Clarion call to arms". . 

We welcome to the 3rd of Foot all Royal ifusiliers and 
Lovat Scouts (including the "Jocks" amongst them). 

We were unlucky in the shooting competition, not
withstanding the patience and time put into our practices 
—but someone had to be the losers 1 The musical touch 
to the proceedings was carried on indefinitely by Sgt. 
Wilkins and his song "Down on the range with . . . ." 

Now the day is drawing to its close, the "Mortarmen" 
like their brothers the AntiTanks have lost their 
cherished weapons and the stores look bare. 

The hour glass of ever rolling time slowly ebbs away, 
the sands trickle unceasingly, and soon they will be gone, 
and the Mortar Platoon will cease to exist. Our future 
generation in years to come will reform it,' and soon the 
rending packing cases will reopen and the familiar 
echo of breech piece against base plate will be heard 
once more, as new and possibly better mortars appear 
and are assembled. 

Mortar Platoon Nominal Roll. 
Platoon Commander : Lieut. Pirn, A. E. H. 

Platoon Sergeant: SgtV Wilkins, F. 
Cpl. Brockwell, J. 
" „ Nightingale, J. 
„ McPhail, W. 

L/Cpl. Hebburn, D. 
Pte. Armfield, L. 

„ Drew, W. 
°%, Eardley, F. 
„ Fox, C. 
„ Gerrell, R. 
„ Hill, S. 
„ OlliveriV. 
„ Podmore, E. 
„ Turner, W. 
„ Williams, R. 

Cpl. Ashton, K. 
L/CpJ. Brett, P. 

„ Wilson, J. 
Pte. Collings, H. 
„ Duquemin, J. 
„ Eagle, R. 
„ Fuggle, G. 
„ Jenkins, R. 
„ Jenkins, D. 
„ Orsi, D. 
„ Piper, D. 
„ Vince, C. 
„ Wyatt, V. 
„ Warren, D. 

ANTITANK PLATOON. 

News from the Gunners is usually very scarce, as they 
carry on with their humdrum Jives of guards and 
fatigues. As is usual though, it never rains but what it 
pours, and a lot has happened of interest to the platoon 
on the eve of our final parade. 

It all began a few weeks ago when we began a furious 
purge on the guns with red paint and "Bluebell", ready 
for the Brigade Commander's inspection. For almost a 
week the whole platoon worked with great gusto, and the 
final result was certainly worth their pains. On the 
great day there stood the guns in all their glory, right 
in the middle of the car park, a pleasure to the eye. 

During that week we/had made rash promises of 
training in the very near future, but, alas ! on the'day 
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after the inspection.the whole platoon were dispatched 
to 37 D.B. for a week's guard duties. A few days later, 
Sgt. Langman went off on Python, and as our only other 
A/Tank Sergeant was Sgt. Overington, who at the 
time was Officers' Mess Caterer, all our hopes of a 
training programme were smashed. 

Our one remaining hope was Lieut. Gentry, who was 
all this time on a course at the M.E. School.of Artillery. 
However, the most tragic blow of all fell while he was still 
away, when one fine morning a sorry procession of guns 
set off on their last ride to 140 Ordnance Depot. As the 
R.A. well know, Gunners are never happy without 
guns, and this is also very true about the AntiTank 
Platoon. 

The platoon still exists as a body at the time of 
writing, but no doubt in the very near future we shall all 
split up and go our separate ways. At the moment the 
platoon proper consists of the original five stalwarts— 
L/Cpl. Hancock and Ptes. Taylor, Turner, M., Turner, 
G., Pettiford and our real Irishman, Pte. Sex, who was 
Platoon Storeman when we had some stores. Five other 
members of the platoon are at the moment company 
employed and about nine more are on L.I.A.P. 

Anti Tank Nominal Roll. 
Platoon Commander : Lieut. Gentry, A. E. J. 

Platoon Sergeant : Sgt. Overington, C. 
Cpl. Brooker, J.. Cpl. Rooney, A. 
L/Cpl. Hancock, W. L/Cpl. Gardner, W. 
Pte. Dott, J. Pte. Firth, D. 
,, Francis, E. ,, Hill, T. 
,, Haken, C. ,, McLinton, R. 
„ Sex, D. „ Sells, M. 
,, Stokes, A. ,, Taylor, A. 
„ Turner, G. ,, Winyard, G. 

Regimental Subscriptions, Regular Officers. 
continued from p. 87 

(a) DRAGON DINNER CLUB.—In accordance 
with Minute 144 :—An entrance fee of 
£\, which makes a Regular Serving 
Officer a Life Member of the Dinner 
Club, will be paid by officers com
missioned on or after 31st December, 
1939. No annual subscription will be 
paid. Those attending the dinner will 
pay the full charge for the dinner, 
which will include a share of admin
istration charges. 

Regular Serving Officers or Retired 
Officers who have already subscribed 
to the Dinner Club will be considered 
as Life Members and no further 
entrance fee or subscription need be 
paid. 

(b) CANTERBURY CRICKET WEEK CLUB.— 
The Annual Subscription to*the Club 
will be £\. 

(£) The Regular Serving Officers will pay 
£2 10s. Od. a year. This subscription 
to be paid to Colonel of The Buffs 
Central Fund to be suballotted by the 
Regimental Committee to Regimental 
Funds as required on the recommend
ation of the Finance Committee. 

The payment of this subscription will 
entitle the officer to be an Annual 
Member of. the Past and Present 
Association and a subscriber to The 
Drhgon (Regimental Journal). 

2nd Battalion. 
L_J ONG Kong, in sympathy 
* *with Great Britain, has 
been experiencing quite a 
cold spell this month. On 
one occasion the temper
ature dropped to 41° F., and 
that on a day when we were 
playing cricket. 

The main event during 
February was the Battalion 
Athletic Meeting, which 
turned out a great success, 
due mainly to the untiring 
efforts of the C.O., Major 
Bailey, 2/Lieut. McGrath, 
the Sports Officer, and 

2/Lieut. Cullen, who was responsible for the 
preparation of the track. No startling times 
were returned, mainly owing to the rather 
heavy going, but nevertheless some fine 
performances were put up. Sgt. "Nobby" 
Clarke ran a very good 3 miles and L/Cpl. 
Thomsen, one of our Danish lads, left the field 
standing in the mile and 880 yards. 2/Lieuts. 
McGrath, Broadley, Bishop and Jackson also 
showed very good form. "A" Company won 
the Challenge Cup quite easily, with "B", "C" 
and "D" following in that order. H.Q. and 
Adnqn. managed to share last place. "Well 
done, the employed." 

The Soccer, Hockey and Cricket teams have 
had several successes, including a soccer win 
over our old friends the Devons. The Rugby 
XV is struggling hard to make a name for 
itself, but can't get a very large following yet. 
Recently Captain "John" Russell and R.S.M. 
Moore were selected to play cricket for the 
Army in Hong Kong. 

Guards are getting easier and it is now 
possible, occasionally, for a Company to muster 
sufficient men to do a certain amount of 
training. 

We were rather disappointed when H.M.T: 
Ranchi arrived in Hong Kong. We had heard 
rumours that twelve officers were on board, 
but there were only, in fact, three. These, 

"with our new Q.M., Lieut. Spillane, make up 
our total to 64 officers ; almost a Company 
strength. We offer our sincere welcome to 
Major Ford, Lieuts. Byrne and Spillane and 
the O.R.s who arrived with them, and trust 
their stay with the Battalion will be a happy 
one, and to Lieut. Terry Eyres, exLIAP, we 
say "Hello" again, it's nice ta see you back. 
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BoxiNG.^Our . congratulations to Lieut. 
Tunnell, Ptes. Pedersen and 'Barrago on all 
winning their fights In an InterService Com
petition held at the China Fleet Club. Pte. 
PedersenV fight was the closest and quite the 
best of the whole evening. It is to be hoped 
we shall see more of them in the future. 

"A" Company. 
v It is only by removing several mufflers and other 

items of warmthretaining apparel from certain 
extremities and the performance of vigorous and 
weird finger exercises (enough to earn the title of 
"Puggled") that these notes appear this month. We 
have heard all about, the English Winter and we have 
felt sorry for you shivering people, but this month 
made us a little sorry for ourselves—old stagers say 
"the coldest in years". However, towards the latter 
part "Old Sol" was on the job again and gave us some 
fine, sunny days, two of which—27th and 28th—were 
taken up with a highly successful Athletics Meeting. 

It seems hardly necefsary just to mention here that 
"A" Company won with 15 points to spare to the second
placed "B" Company. Successful competitors for the 
company were :—2/Lieut. McGrath, 1st, 100 yards and 
220 yards; Pte. "Ginger" ("Get your hair cut!") 
Harris, 2nd, 100 yards ; 2/Lieut. Bishop, 440 yards; 
2/Lieut. Jackson, 880 yards and three mile; Ptes. 
Christensen and Pedersen, 1st and 2nd, putting the shot; 
and Pte. Pedersen, 2nd, javelin. Other competitors who 
performed well in the finals were Lieut. Eastman, 
2/Lieut* Baker, Cpl. .Gambling, Ptes. Barrago, Johnson, 
W., Gerf&tty and Sexton. At the close of the day the 
Commanding Officer presented prizes to 1st and 2nd 
individual placings and a fine silver cup to the company. 
"Trained Soldier" L/Cpl. New (18 years m) has been 
awarded the honour of cleaning same, in addition to the 
fire gong, during P.T. periods. 

While we are in the realm of sport, we may well note 
our activities in games. The company first eleven still 
maintain their unbeaten record in Hong Kong. We 
must congratulate Pte. "Dolly" Gray, our stalwart 
lefthalt, on being selected to play for Army Trials in 
Hong Kong. 

Under tlie able leadership of Cpl. Gambling our 
hockey team has only been beaten once. This was by 
Admin. Company by the odd goal in three. 

Boxing has burst into prominence with Lieut. Tunnel, 
Ptes. Pedersen and. Barrago representing the battalion 
in the InterServices Boxing Tournament. All were 
victorious and we must thank Lieut. Tunnel for "his 
untiring efforts during the training period (six O'clock 
in the morning—burr !). We are now looking forward 
to an InterCompany Novice Competition. 

Guard commitments have now. been reduced and we 
get a chance for such things as Training, Lectures, 
Education and Platoon Debates, The first debate was 
woh by No. 1 Platooif ,; Pte. Jack Smith putting up a fine 
verbal stand. 

C.S.M; Batson is still with us and has been worrying 
the C.Q;M*S. for a pot of "Glee hands rubbing". We 
haven't quite found out what it's all about yet; but as 
soon as our suspicions are confirmed, we will report. 

We welcome to the company. Lieut. Webber and 2/Lt. 
Patker,. exIndian Army"; 2/Lieut. Baker, exA/Adjt. / 
Sgt. Hufittey, * who Will be tefeenibered: in "D" Con*; 
pany at Vizapur; 'Cpl. Taylor, L/Cpls. Oliver and 

Bradford, Ptes. Toes and! SmaHwood, exT/SCoriL 
mando, Pte. New, Adams, Firman and Murphy, ex
L.I.A.P. ; Pte. Norris, exattachment 2nd Div. ; Ptes. 
Atkinson arid Purcell, exR.A.S.C. Clerk's Course. 

So with both of us hoping for warmer days, we wish 
you all the best for the coming month; and until next 
time—cheerio !. 

P.S.—English beer is now on sale in the canteen. 

"B" Company. 
No. 4 PLATOON. 

For the first half of this month guard commitments 
have been heavy, but towards the latter half they have 
slackened off, and the return of a few chaps from 
L.l.A.P. and some company "skifflers" from hospital 
has made things easier. 

Three of our older members, Ptes. Smith, .R., 
Schumann and "Lazy" Thorogood—being the bright 
lads of the. platoon—were appointed Unpaid and also 
unwanted LanceCorporals for a "dodge" lasting a few 
weeks in the D.Q. When they returned to the company 
they discovered that they would have to attend a 
Cadre Course if they wished to retain their appointment. 
They immediately approached Sgt. G. 10 Price for 
arrangements to be made for them to attend C.O.'s 
Orders. Once again they are Privates, and buying the 
platoon char. 

A few more reinforcements have joined us during the 
latter part of the month, some from the 1st Cameronians 
(commonly known as the Bombay Cockneys). We 
heartily wish them a happy stay in 4 Platoon. 

At the Sports Meeting held at Caroline Hill Track, 
things turned out very well for this platoon.. .Our 
Platoon Officer (2/Lieut. Broadley) won the 440 yards, 
G. 10 Sgt. Price walked away with the long Jump, 
clearing 17 feet 9f in., and Pte. Nielsen took the high 
jump in his stride and cleared 4 ft. 11J in. 

Owing to the bad weather, the platoon has spent a 
.lot of time in the billets. This has given Cpl. "Spread" 
Ayton a chance to get cracking with his "Bluebell", 
window cleaning, and trying to get a shine on his old 
boots; which he says "have seen time". 

We "are pleased to announce thailJPte. Schumann has 
been chosen for company goalkeeper, and now he 
worries the C.Q.M.S. for a larger hat to cover his swelled 
liead and waves. 

No. 5PLATOON. 
There is no significant news to report since last 

month's Dragon, notes, except that the boys are still 
bearing up well to the numerous "bullshine" guards 
which we are now providing in Hong Kong. Never
theless, the spirit (although tried .at times) remains 
high, and the slogan as far as we are concerned is still 
" Viva la 5". 

There have been no new faces in our platoon since 
ourreinforcements joined us shortly after our arrival 
in Hong Kong. I would like to mention that they are 
settling down fine, and "haven't wasted much time in 
tanning their legs when the sun; shines. ''Get them 
knees brown." No offence, boys! 

One of our chaps, Jack "Liap" Baring, met with rather 
an unfortunate accident and broke his arm whilst playing 
in an inter ̂ company football match knockout. Result— 
a draw./ Anyway* I'm /pleased say /he's progressing 
finp, and passitigZaway Xfae time pottering around the; 
billet squaring thirigs up;' / 



T H E  D R A G O N  99 

We shall soon be waving farewell—at least for the 
time being—to Cpls. Golding and Broad, late of No. 5 
Platoon, and to Pte. Edermaniger, who hopes in the 
near future to board the P. & O. liner Ranchi, bound for 
"Blighty"for L.I.A.P. Lucky s ! ! ! ? At the moment 
they are wandering around trying to find odd badges 
to sew on their B.D. "Wot, no Java Gong ?" 

I'm afraid that's all the notes I can compile for this 
month, but before concluding, I would like to welcome 
the boys from the Cameronians who have recently 
joined us. I trust that they will find this unit as good, 
if not better, than their last. 

No. 6 PLATOON. 


February finds No. 6 Platoon still taking the sea air 
at Lyemun Barracks, Hong Kong. There is still bags 
of "bull" for guards, though during the past month 
the battalion's guard commitments have eased a good 
deal, and we have been able to spend more time on sport. 

Talking of sport, Sgt. "Nobby" Clarke carried the 
Marathon Race honours in "the recent Battalion Sports 
Meeting, by winning the three mile race. Well done, 
"Nobby" ! We hope for even greater efforts from the 
platoon's athletes in the forthcoming sports meeting. 

We are sorry to say that we are shortly losing Cpls. 
Broad and Foord. Cpl. Broad drew the lucky number in 
March L.I.A.P., and Cpl. Foord has finally joined the 
"timeex wallahs" and looks forward to seeing his wife 
again. Our best wishes go with them both. 

We welcome back to the platoon Ptes. Mills, Millard 
and Wheeler, who have returned from L.I.A.P., having 
tasted the "joys ?" of "Blighty". 

In closing, certain members of the platoon have asked 
me to say that they regard "jeeps" as a very tender 
subject, best not referred to ! 

COMPANY H.Q. 

This month finds Company H.Q. shaking down and 
making itself at home. Intense activity has continued, 
especially on the part of Pte. Norton who, after intense 
hammering, sawing and painting, has finally emerged 
triumphant with a magnificent Company Fire Point 
complete with painted shovels and axes, and a highly 
polished shell cas6 for a fire gong. Well done, Norton ! 
He is so proud of his effort that we are sure he lives in 
dread of a fire breaking out. 

We regret to say that we are shortly losing L/Cpl. 
Bert Hedley and Pte. "Tubby" Wright, who are going 
home for demob. We shall miss them, and. we wish 
them every success as "civvies". When Bert goes, 
the Stores will be taken over by Cpl. Bickmore, who is 
already busily learning the fiddles. 

Talking of demob, brings us to the ever optimistic 
Company Armourer, Pte. "Nobby" Moggridge, who is 
now perspiring on 53 Group, and may be seen in the 
arms kote any day, oiling the .38's with one hand and 
ticking off the days on his demob, calendar with the 
other. 

Finally, old members of the company will no doubt 
be glad to hear that the armoury char wallah, Pte. 
Alf Webb, is still bashing on, full of incorrect "griff", 
and always ready to argue on any subject known to 
man, Good old Alf—game to the last, 

SPORT. 
With our guard commitments now lighter, we manage 

to play some sort of game nearly every afternoon. 
Football still remains top priority, and since our last 
report, we have played all the companies with great 
success. Pte. Walsh, who has just returned from 
L.I.A.P., in his first game for us again was injured and 
is now in hospital having a cartilage removed. We 
hope he is soon fit again and representing us once more. 

At the recent Battalion Athletic Meeting we were 
most successful and came second to "A" Company. 
With a little more training we feel sure that we can 
manage first place. Here we must congratulate Sgt. 
Clarke'for a fine performance in the three mile race, 
winning it by nearly half a lap. He did it in the excellent 
time of 12.12 mins. on a very slow track. He also came 
second in the mile. 2/Lieut. Broadley won the 440 
yards in 59£ sees, and came fourth in the 100 yards. 
Pte. Nielsen won the high jump and Sgt. Price the long 

jump with 17 ft. 9f in. 
Congratulations also to Pte. Bunting, who in a recent 

cricket match against a Naval team scored 81 not out. 
When the better weather returns, we shall pay more 

attention to both cricket and hockey. 

"0" Company. 
The company has settled down in Hong Kong and 

has now recovered from the heavy spate of duties, 
guarding Land Forces, H.Q., etc., which it first received 
on arrival in the Colony. Now, with a slight relaxation 
of duties, we have been able to get down to an intensified 
training and sports programme. 

The company has been on detachment in partnership 
with "B and H.Q. Companies at Lyemun Barracks, 
which are situated seven miles from Murray Barracks, 
where the rest of the battalion reside. Our barracks, 
when we first arrived, were a bit cold owing to lack of 
windows, but these things having been repaired, we have 
now settled down quite as "snug as the proverbial bug". 

In the closing days of February, all men in the com
pany were training hard for the Battalion Sports Meeting. 
This took place in two places—the field events on our 
barracks sports field and track events were held; on the 
cinder track of the South Carolina Hill Track. This 
track belongs to the South China Athletic Association. 
Our company won the tugofwar after a really hard 
pull against "B" Company. It would have been more 
apt for our team to pull under "the spreading chestnut 
tree" owing to the number of village smithies in our 
team. 

On the over all total of points, we managed to get 
third place. Our individual stars were : Pte. Larsen, 
who walked away with both throwing the discus and 
putting the weight, and 2/Lieut. RockDeBesombes, 
who came third in the three miles marathon race, a good 
effort on the part of both contestants. 

Our company football team is still keeping the play 
high and we have only lost one game and drawn another. 
This can be easily explained by the simple fact that our 
one and only goalkeeper (Pte. Lowrey) is in hospital 
with a bad foot. 

At the moment, Sgt. Jenner, Cpl. Herbert, Ptes. 
Thorn and Newman ("Onk" to us !) are walking about 
with their heads in a cloud, as they have got the com
pany allocation for February and March L.I.A.P. 
Sgt. Jones' and L/Cpl. Clarke's hearts are also beating 
fast, as they are both off on "Repat." this month. 
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We welcome Lieut. BensonCooper, who has returned 
from L.I.A.P. and has taken over No. 7 Platoon. The 
company has also a new SecondinCommand (Lieut. 
R. P. Twyman, who has just joined us from attachment 
to the Frontier Force Rifles, Indian Army. Good luck 
to you, Sir, and may your stay with us be a long one. 

Our Company Commander (Captain Clive Bossom) 
is off to America on the 17th of the month for his first 
leave since 1939 (so he says !). The good wishes of the 
company go with him, and we only hope that the gruel
ling voyage across the Pacific makes him a little less 
energetic on his return. 

From the above, it will be seen that the company 
still marches forward strongly. To conclude, we wish all 
the old members of "C" Company all the very best, 
wherever they are. 

"D" Company. 
The company had not been stationed in Lyemun 

very long before rumour had it that we were moving to 
Murray Barracks. Soon it was realised that this rumour 
was true, because late in January, "D" Company moved 
to Murray Barracks, where 4/5 Commandos had been 
stationed. Here a terrible thing happened. For days 
Captain Cole was heard muttering to himself, "Palmer 
or Farmer ? " " Farmer or Palmer ?" It soon was 
proved that we were to have a new C.S.M., and one fine 
morning C.S.M. Bernard Farmer burst forth into our 
midst. His cherubic smile is something which is hard to 
forget; also the nice way in which he says "Hello". 
Some people say that he is giving members of the 
Sergeants' Mess lessons in elocution ! Anyway, we take 
this marvellous opportunity of wishing him all the best 
of luck in his contact with "D" Company. 

Meanwhile, our friend "Pedlar" Palmer said farewell 
and was whisked away back to Lyemun, where he is 
doing A/C.Q.M.S. Sgts. "Jimmie" James and 
"Smudger" Smith also have left "D" Company. We 
also wish them every success in their new ventures. 
Sgt. "Winkle" Webber and a "queer" bloke remain 
holding the fort "against the slings and arrows of 
adversity". L/Cpl. "Chota" Spickett we also hand a 
bouquet to, being lucky enough to be selected for 
L.I.A.P. Have a good time, Spickett, while at home. 

A remarkable occurrence here at Murray is the large 
number of junior Officers. These appear regularly in 
large droves, or shoals. Apparently emigration is taking 
place somewhere on a large scale. Members of platoons 
have a new Platoon Officer once per week instead of 
where there is an "R" in the month ! However, Lieut. 
Webster, who is on the frontier for a short time, main
tains contact with his platoon by wireless and carrier 
pigeon. 

Guards are still the bane of existence of "D" Company 
as well as other companies at the moment. It is reported 
that many people are still in a fix over bayonet fixing. 
Soon though they will be in a right fix, which should 
fix things up for good maybe. One interesting fatigue 
served to brighten our lives just recently though ; it 
consisted of sweeping the hockey pitch. This was done 
while a Sergeant stood by and recited "If seven maids 
with seven mops swept it for half a year", etc. Maids 
being conspicuous by their absence, many broom 
wielders lost heart completely. Will Q.M.'s please 
supply in bulk in future ? 

Mentioning hockey brings us to the Battalion Sports. 
This was the start of many a future sports meeting of 
the battalion. This was held quite recently on the Hong 

Kong Race Track. The striking thing of the whole 
show was the large number of officials preseiit. 
Thousands of nametakers, stop watchholders, maps 
of the camp sellers, all dotted the landscape. At one 
time it was hard to distinguish between the "staff" 
and competitors. However, entrants one and all from 
"D" Company, good luck in future events such as this. 
Well done ! You all put up a good show considering 
that very little training had to be done beforehand. 
L/Cpl. Thomsen, one of our Danish friends, walked, 
or rather ran, away with the mile and 880 yards. L/Cpls. 
Beaumont and Arrowsmith also represented us well. 

"D" Company, along with others in the battalion, 
will soon be suffering from a touch of "Demobitus". 
Pte. "Sailor" Thynne, our Company Runner, will soon 
be running errands for his wife, and how ! Also Cpl. 
Buckwell, M.M., one of the " old 'uns", although 
having just joined the company, will be leaving us soon. 
We must say "How do" and "Cheerio" in one breath. 
However, we must bash on regardless. 

Lastly, a hearty welcome is given to members of the 
new draft who joined us recently. Let us hope that they 
enjoy their stay with the battalion in "D" Company. 

Headquarter Company. 
COMPANY HEADQUARTERS. 

At the moment of going to press a long list of release, 
Python and L.I.A.P. is the only topic of conversation. 
The nonappearance of the ship in the bay is causing 
Cpl. Hughes to have .heart attacks, he already having 
arranged sailing date, arrival at Tilbury and train to 
London Town. Pte. Stoner is off at last. Good luck, 
Stoner ! That Guards salute will shake them back 
home. W.O.II Amos is proceeding to put the T.A. on 
its feet and C/SergeantMajor is being initiated into the 
duties of SergeantMajor. 

Lieut. Barton is now working at full pressure on his 
cadre of N.C.O.'s, which necessitates a certain amount 
of spare time study and practice. 

PIONEER PLATOON. 
It seems only a short time ago that we were called 

upon to produce Dragon* notes, and therefore since our 
last effort very little has taken place. Work has gone on 
steadily irrespective of the fact that L.I.A.P. and demob, 
have taken their heavy toll of our dwindling platoon. 
This month we lose "George" Martin and "Mepacrine" 
Avery through demob., and the lucky ones for L.I.A.P. 
are Eric Alders and Humphrey (Lulu to his friends). 

At the same time we welcome two new members, 
Ptes. Belcher and McGregor, and we hope their stay 
will be a happy one. In the sports field we kept our end 
up, with Pte. Bowditch managing to lift his abnormal 
feet to the great height of 4 ft. 8J in. in the high jump. 
Entries were scarce owing to the work put in before the 
sports took place. The Mortar Platoon managed to 
narrowly defeat us by 2 goals to 1 on the football field, 
but only because (Feet) Bowditch decided to help the 
opposing side by kicking the wrong way. Watch out, 
Mortars—we'll have you next time ! On that note of 
optimism we once again close these few rambling lines, 
wishing all exPioneers (including Doc Cox) all the very 
best. 

SIGNAL PLATOON. 
It is now over two months since we arrived in Hong 

Kong, and as per usual the Signal Platoon is beginning 
to settle down. During the last month we welcomed 
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quite a number of new lads, also some of the exSignallers 
who slid out of the platoon for various reasons, L.IiA.P., 
etc. 

At the moment, Signal Courses are the order of the 
day, so now the boys have to sleep on hardbacked chairs 
instead of on charpoys—am I kidding—just look at the 
weekly test results ! 

Lieut. Foot, the R.S.O., is now on convalescent leave 
recovering inch by inch after parting with his appendix. 
During his absence we had a fleeting glimpse of 2/Lieut. 
Pope, exRoyal Gurkha Rifles, and proposed future 
Signal Officer. 

Just as we were getting to know him, he was attached 
to an artillery unit. The platoon has now enlarged 
considerably, enabling us to take a more active part 
in sports. We even hope to regain the laurels long since 
lost to the Mortar Platoon on the football field. 

I must not forget to mention the Danish member of 
the platoon, Pte. Johnke, who has settled down very 
quickly despite the many difficulties of language, etc., 
that he has had to overcome. 

Finally, let us end by wishing all the best to Cpl. 
Tickner, who leaves next week for the nearest demob, 
centre to Tooting. 

MORTAR PLATOON. 
Now that we have commenced our change over from 

war to peacetime soldiering, great changes have, or are 
about to take place. Three of our old veterans, Cpls. 
"The Atom" Herbert Buckwell, M.M., Charlie Tylee 
and Syd, King have gone to rifle companies. 

"Ozzy" Osborn, Syd Oliver, Cpl. Edgar Kennedy, 
"Garm" Garmston to on the next L.I.A.P. ship, and 
with them "Lofty" Parker, who goes on Python. We 
will miss them very much, but in our sorrow we extend 
a warm welcome to the six boys from the road (M.T. 
Platoon), Cpl. Ted Bailey, L/Cpls. "Ginger" Potter, 
"Wizzy" Wisdom, Bert Chambers and Ptes. Joe 
Boardman and "Lofty" Lee, who stepped in and filled 
the gap. 

By the next time of writing we will have settled down 
once more to our own old sweet way of living. 

N.C.O.'s CADRE. 
I start these notes by giving you a few hints of what 

is happening on the first cadre in the battalion this year. 
Lieut. Barton and his staff, C.S.M. Amos, known to us 
as "Amy", and Cpl. Nutley are doing their best to 
make the course "comfortable" for us. Incidentally, 
C.S.M. Amos is leaving us in the very near future to go 
home on Repat. He is rejoining a T.A. battalion when 
he gets home, so we wish him the very best of luck in 
his new job. I'm sure all the students will miss his 
W.Y. periods. P.T. is ably conducted by "Pam", 
Cpl. Nutley to you, who puts us through our paces with 
his "Press—Press—Fling" and all that, and he's very 
handy on the old road runs. "Cpl. Herbert" ! "Yes, 
'Pam' keep up. Only another five miles to do ! ! 

We've got a couple of old stayers here with us, Sgt. 
(Nobby) Clarke and Cpl. Smissens. I suppose some of 
you old Buffs in other battalions will know them. 
Anyhow, we've got to put up with them now. 

Sgt. Clarke is alwavs getting his leg pulled about being 
the old man, but really he's only 29 and he can still 
show these 19yearolds how to run a threemile race 
and win it, Don't lose your wig, "Nobby" ! Then, of 

continued on p. 104. 

Beneath Bell Harry. 
'"THE G.O.C. Home 
* Counties District, 

the Deputy Director 
of Infantry and Briga
dier Backhouse, whom 
many will remember 
as Brigade Major from 
2nd Battalion, Shorn
cliffe, days and who is 
now Deputy District 
Commander, have all 
paid visits of inspection 
to the P.T.C. during 
the past month. Indeed 
the cessation of the 

' cold weather was the 
signal for an invasion of inspecting officers 
from all branches, including Personnel Selection, 
Records and Admin. Chiefs. 

At a dispersal parade on April 1st, Brigadier 
Backhouse took the salute and complimented 
the recruits on their turnout and drill. The 
Boys' Band, under Bandmaster Foster, played 
during the parade. 

I have no doubt the Officers' and Sergeants' 
football match has been dealt with in some 
detail elsewhere in the P.T.C. notes. Suffice 
here to say that eleven of the fifteen officers on 
the permanent staff turned out. The customary 
lack of skill displayed by the officers' team 
was made up for by a robustness in their play, 
and after being four goals down in the first 
ten minutes, fought back strongly to reduce 
the lead. However, a sequence of misunder
standings on the part of the officers' defence, 
culminating in the regrettable absence from 
the goalmouth on the part of their custodian, 
led to four further goals by the sergeants, and 
a final score of 83 in their favour. 

Easter saw the barracks deserted except for 
two platoons left behind for fire duties, etc. 
Many took the opportunity of attending the 
East Kent PointtoPoint on Easter Monday. 
The first fine day of the holidays favoured the 
meeting and only the Regimental Race was 
missing from a day that was otherwise 
reminiscent of many a prewar meeting. 

A further ten officers are being posted to the 
P.T.C. With their arrival every platoon will be 
commanded by an officer and Border House 
will be opened as a Junior Officers' Mess. 

Lieut.Colonel J. E. King paid us a visit 
during the month. 
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Sergeants' Mess. 

Highlights of the last month's activities have been the 
dance, a darts session and the Officers v Sergeants 
football matqh. 

It Was decided that our future dances should be held 
in the new N.I.B. Gymnasium, and so under C.SkM.I. 
Firth and his staff, assisted by a number of the members* 
the gymnasium was decorated arid prepared for tfie 
dance. A *' nqte of thanks should bet given tq these 
people for having the preparations carried out in so 
short a "time, .with such successful results. The dance 
hall proved more homely and comfortable than the old 
gymnasium, was certainly warmer and gav§ a better 
atmosphere. The Band of The Buffs gave some excellent 
dance music and a great number of old friends attended, 
making the whole show a distinct success. Only one 
thing marred the evening's enjoyment—the Armourer 
Sergeant, in endeavouring to get downstairs and back 
before he missed the next round Df drinks, sprained a 
tendon in his knee and had to spend the remainder <3f 
the night in "the C.R!S. Another dance is scheduled for 
this month, and .already the dance committee are 
preparing to makeit a bigger success. In passing from 
this subject, a suggestion is worth while that for those 
novices who lack the. skill and polish of the successful 
dancer the committee be asked to introduce some very 
simple dances, so that those many shy ones of us who 
dare not venture with the more complicated type of step 
can have a go. . 

An old veteran of the Mess—Nobby Clarkecame down 
for his holiday and spent it at the Sergeants' Mess once 
more. Many of the new members may not know, and 
I hope I am not being wrong in passing on this inform
ation, that this fine old man is 78 years of age and is a 
true example of the saying " old soldiers never die". 
He has made* a point of coming back to the Regiment 
almost each year, for many years and spending his 
holiday amongst the surroundings that he loves. He 
will probably be back with us again next year. We /wish 
him the best of luck and shall be glad to see him again. 

Nos. 47 and 48 Groups leave the Mess short of several 
members who are going off to try their luck once more in 
civilian life. We wish them luck and success and will be 
glad to see them at any time in the future. 

The weather conditions have allowed the football 
match between the Officers and Sergeants, intended to 
have been played at Christmas, at last to materialise. 
This game proved exciting and interesting and the 
result—a win for the Sergeants by 6 goals to 3—was 
perhaps that the Officers turned out their veterans 
whilst I am sorry to say many of our veterans attended 
as spectators. I am not in a position to say whether 
the Officers, are not really to be blamed in that, prior 
to the match so much propaganda of the strength of 
their team may have resulted in the selectors of our 
team playing younger talent to ensure success. Even 
then, however, due to sabotage and the excellent play 
of the Officers' goalkeeper, the Commanding Officer, 
the result was in doubt until the final whistle blew. 
Bandmaster Foster on one occasion appeared to have 
forsaken his side and dashed down the field towards 
our own goal. We learnt afterwards, however, that this 
change, of tactics was only with good intentions and 
merely to give our goalkeeper a kick at the ball. The 
Bandmaster, however, need not have worried, because 
dashing play by the Adjutant with a spectacular run 
down the left wing enabled the Officers to score. The 
Sergeants, however, taking advantage of the Officers' 
goalie, who seemed keen on getting a kick at all costs 
and often went well out of his goal area, were able to. 

score on several occasions into an undefended goal. 
This dangerous * practice culminated by the goalie 
handling the ball outside the goal area and it was only 
then discovered that either the goalie.. was unaware of 
the soccer rules of had not seen the white line. An ^ 
^amusing incident also occurred during a scrummage ~ 
between the goalkeeper and several of the forwards, 
once more well outside the goal area—wheii a penalty 
was awarded against the Officers' side and the goal
keeper was Heard to ask " What's that ? " Needless to * 
say, he was soon initiated at the cost off another .goal. 
A second goal by the Officers was scored duting a session 
of shirt changing and what appeared to. be deliberate 
sabotage on the part of Sgt. Croucher. This goal was 
soon repeated and left the score at the end of play at 
6—3. Anyone watching this game must have noticed 
that the tenancy of the Officers' side to develop rugby 
football would give one to suppose that the result would 
have been different had the game been rugger instead of 
soccer.  . 

The British Legion came up and gave us a return 
darts competition, which, thanks to the brilliant play 
of Lbfty Shaw, ended in a victory for the Mess. The . 
evening was quite a success, but on nights like this in 
the future a larger attendance of Mess members is hoped 
for. An amusing part of the games was the introduction 
of blow football; the rules not being clearly explained, 
or that C.S.M. Calloway had not been attentive at the 
time, resulted in this member blowing the balls into his 
own goal and thereby giving the opposing side much' 
amusement at our expense. r 

As a closing note, we should like to emphasize that a 
larger attendance at the whist drives and social nights ^ 
would be appreciated, and it should be noted that" 
even learners will be assured of a warm welcome and an 
interesting evening. 

No. 1 Company, P.T.C. 
The weather has been a little kinder to us this month 

and the square is now always alive with activity. 
A passingout parade has been introduced for trainees 
finishing 'their six weeks. We have had visits by the 
District Commander, Director of Infantry Training and 
the Deputy District Commander, the latter taking the? 
salute for the Passing Out Parade of the 20th February 
Intake. 

In the sporting sphere, Sgt. Richards was unlucky 
enough to contract influenza and was unable to win his 
fight in the semifinal of the Eastern Command 
Championship. We hope he has now recovered and 
enjoyed his spot of leave. 

A boxing competition took place between the P.T.C. 
and Home Counties I.T.C. No. 1 Company was well 
represented and put up a fine performance. The longer 
training of the .LT.C. competitors told in tiie results, 
but our men were not lacking in spirit. 

In the hockey field we were defeated by an experienced 
side from the Depot Company. A good show was put up 
by our team, which consisted mainly of the trainees. £ 
The result was 2—1. Cpl. Adlam, that great sport 
N.C.O., would like to see more hockey players from new 
intakes. 

The company has been well represented in the/P.T.C. 
Rugger Fifteen in their two matches against Canterbury 
Rugby Club. There are dnly four members of the staff 

Hn the team, and so players from trainees should come 
forward to take the place of some good men we shall be 
losing. 
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The permanent staff turned up in force to this 
month's Corporals' Dance. Cpl. Nock of H.Q. Company 
is still trying to check up on a bottle of gin. We suggest 
he tries tlie Orderly Officer of the day. 

If yon hear groans and squeaks coming from Room 4 
Right Wing it will only be Cpl. "Marconi" Fusco 
experimenting with his radio. He hopes to contact 
Margate if he can find the right, cat's whisker. 

Sgt. Brothers has now left for his prerelease course 
 prior to his entry into Civvy Street. We wish him the 

best of luck. 
A few of the lads visited a dance at Heme Bay, and 

our wizard hygiene N.C.O. may now earn the title of 
"Champagne Charlie". 

The month over, we are closing down for a spot of 
Easter leave, hoping to return refreshed and ready for 
more training. 

No. 2 Company, No. 3 P.T.C. 

This month brings us back into some real Springlike 
weather, and the N.C.O.'s can be seen jumping around 
their squads with renewed venom. 

The C.S.M. has taken a wellearned rest at last, and 
can be seen turning over the good earth in the? rear of his 
house. 

Major Plumptre has taken over the company, and the 
N.C.O.'s are already feeling the benefit of his guidance 
and knowledge. 

Captain Papworth has returned from his leave, and if 
any N.C.O. wants any money, v^ill he please contact 
this Officer, who will always oblige. 

Sgts. Drury and Diver are attending a course on Guard 
Mounting, which they hope to pass on to the remainder 
of the N.C.O.'s. A drill parade in the near future should 
be worth watching. 

The company have just returned from Easter leave, 
and as these notes are overdue, this month's notes will 
have to be brief. However, by next month there should 
be more time and material. 

Home Counties I.T.C. 
The Buffs Training Company. 

Here again, in spite of the weather, fuel cuts and the 
odd spot of leave, we are back at training. We welcome 
to the company, Lieut. R. G. Willoughby, who will be 
remembered by many of the permanent staffs of 12 
I.T.C., and is a very useful addition to the I.T.C. rugger 
side. Also we extend our welcome to No. 51 Platoon, 
who joined us as we were departing for Easter leave, 
and had the misfortune to click the job of duty over 
that period, they are now polishing up their buttons 
ready to go bn their leave, and we wish them better 
weather conditions than the first party experienced. 

Another notable Regimental character of both 1st 
and 2nd Battalions arrived in the shape of the one and 
only C.S.M. "Joe" O'Keefe, who is posted to the com
pany to relieve C.S.M. Hogben, who has a strong 
inclination to probe the secrets of Civvy Street. "Joe" 
is perfectly at home, having spent a great part of his 
former service just down the road in Napier Barracks, 
but he maintains that the beer is not as good as it was 
when he was here before. 

The next item is not strictly a Training Company note, 
but as it Concerns two older Buffs and will not be 
printed elsewhere, I feel I must give them a write up, 
for it is with great concern that we notice two battle
scarred old bachelors emerge from their shells and are 
known to be doing a bit of "fratting" with A.T.S., 
and we notice that, after all these year^ of large pints 
of bitter and other foreign brands of beer, the same 
two staid old gentlemen have suddenly changed their 
nightly beverage to "milk stout", the two gentlemen 
referred to being the two R.Q.M.S.'s, "Moggy" Catt 
and "Bob" Barham. 

BOXING.—On April 9th, 1947 the H.C.I.T.C. met the 
21 R.A.T.R. in the finals of the interunit Boxing 
Championships. There were eight bouts, of which The 
Buffs found three contestants : Ptes. Goldie, Newman 
and Double. All three are to be congratulated on very 
hard fights, but Double and Goldie are to be specially 
commended on being the only winners in the H.C.I.T.C. 
team. 

SPORTS.—Owing to the weather conditions sports 
have been practically impossible, but we managed to 
fit in two games of football versus 3 T/H Company, 
which we won by 3 goals to 2, and against District 
H.Q., which we won by 4 goals to 2. 

No. 2 Training and Holding Company. 

Not much of note has happened during March as far 
as 2 Compadiy is concerned. Personnel are now "un
frozen" and many of us are beginning to enjoy 
Shorncliffe—the light evenings help considerably. 
Drafts have taken up most of our time, and our score is 
now over the 1,000 mark. Perhaps Sgt. J. will set him
self a similar target for the cricket season ? 

We are very glad to hear of the doings of late members 
of the company in The Dragon—and we spotted some of 
them in the photographs. We sold our doubled quota 
of The Dragon easily enough, and hope to keep this up 
in future. 

Promotion seems to suit our late Sgt. Barber : he has 
had the sense to become a Regular soldier, probably 
coerced by O.R.Q.M.S. Catt, who, in common with 
others, has set up his Tac H.Q. at "The British Lion". 
It is probable that Sgt. Bermitz will also sign on ; his 
cooperation with the A.T.S. has proved of considerable 
benefit to the company. His deferential "Sir" to 
C/Sgt. Barber is not yet convincing—this at the instance 
of the Company Commander—but his official abbrevia
tions are improving rapidly. 

L/Cpl. "Proforma" is now a welcome and necessary 
"new arrival" to the PS, and Ptes. Durbin, Denyer and 
Pratt look very smart with their Buffs insignia. Pte. 
Trikilis, when he can fincj^ time off from his rugger, 
brews a good cup of tea in addition to his running 
duties. 

We were glad to have a visit from Captain Minard, 
who is being paid by the Army to attend the London 
School of Oriental Languages. 

"The Squire", of course, was about to detail him for 
Somerset Barracks Duty Officer immediately. 

Cpl. Davis has been much in the news of late, and we 
heartily congratulate him on his successes. He was 
a very close runner up in the finals of the Army Boxing 
Championships, and received a very good notice in The 
Times. 
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1st Cadet Battalion. 
Buffs Cadet in Finals of National Boxing 

Championship. 
.I T looks as though the 1st Cadet Battalion, 
* The Buffs, might produce a successor to Bruce 
Woodcock ; to wit, Cadet Hill, of Aylesham. 

In the Eastern Command SemiFinals. at 
Hastings, Cadet Hill and Cadet Edmunds, 
both of Aylesham, qualified to fight in the 
Eastern Command Finals at Brighton and 
subsequently went on to Watford to take part 
in the South National SemiFinals. Cadet Hill 
was more than equal to his opponent and will 
now appear in the Finals of the National 
Boxing Championship to be held at the Royal 
Albert Hall, London, along with four other 
Cadets from Kent County and a number of 
other Cadets from all over the country. 

A large number of Catlets have now qualified 
for the 1st Class Rifle Shooting Efficiency Badge. 

A few Cadets from the Battalion are taking 
advantage of a technical course at R.E.M.E. 
Training Centre, Blaqkdown, where they will 
get an insight into the repair and maintenance 
of heavy armaments and weapons, instruments 
appertaining to gunnery, and other equipment, 
such as cranes and bulldozers. This is one more 
example of the progressive training provided 
for keen Cadets.' 

The heavy snow storms during the past few 
weeks have put a stop to the usual outdoor 
activities, but preparations are now in hand 
for training a Battalion team to take part in 
the forthcoming County Cross Country 
Championship. 

2nd Battalion N.C.O's Cadre—continued from p. 102 
course, there's "Barrowboy" Rose, who sounds as if 
he's selling oranges when he brings us up to attention. 

The other day Lieut. Barton told Cpl. Barrett that 
there is always a chance of becoming an R.S.M. The 
next we saw of him, he was round th^, Q.M.'s trying to 
get a G.S. cap that would fit his swollen head. Poor old 
Johnny ! 

I suppose you could call it rather a break for the 
rifle company N.C.O.'s on this course, because they've 
had it rather hard with the heavy guard duties the 
battalion is doing how. 

Yesterday the barrack room looked like an A.T.S. 
quarter with Nick racing around in his fancy pants. 
One could Sear long, low whistles for a few minutes. 

Well, fellows, I think that's the lot for now, so I'll 
stop my nattering and get on parade for drill. 

It was a grand effort on the part of the men who did turn 
out, and special praise goes to our tugofwar team, 
who pulled to a fighting finish the champions, "C" 
Company. 

Our Acting Quartermaster, Lieut. Berry man, was 
very pleased to see the arrival of Lieut. Spellane, our new 
Q.M., on the S.S. Ranchi at the end of February. Lieut. 
Berryman now talks of nothing but L.I.A.P. We wish 
Mr. Spillane all the best during his stay with the 
battalion.^ 

We also take this opportunity of welcoming to the 
company several chaps from the Cameronians who have 
just joined us from 2 Div. H.Q. We also welcome back 
our Christmas L.I.A.P. chaps who fromr all accounts 
spent a very good leave in ' rflighty". 

The football in the company is still going strong, and 
we are still able to give a good game to any company 
in the battalion. At hockey, however, we are still on 
top, and have "lost" only one game since our arrival 
in Hong Kong, when "D" Company led us 1—0 when 

//the last ball in the company disintegrated into several 
small pieces, causing the game to be brought, to an 
abrupt end. 

And now as these notes go to press, February, L.I.A.P., 
48 and 49 Groups await anxiously the return of the 
Ranchi from Japan to take them back to "Blighty", 
some for a short month, others^for good. Good luck to 
them all, and also to any old Admin. Company chaps 
who have already left us. 

Royal Patrdnage for N.A.A.F.I. 
TTIS Majesty the King has been graciously pleased to 

grant his Patronage to Naafi in recognition of services 
rendered to H.M. Forces. , 

5 During the war years, Naafi staff were constantly, 
encouraged by the sustained interest in their work by 
various members of the Royal Family. ^ 

An early visitor to a Naafi establishment was H.M. 
the Queen, who spent an afternoon in 1943 touring the 
Naafi Training Centre at Woking. In 1945, during their 
visit to Manchester, the King and Queen inspected the 
Naafi Club in that city and, more recently, the Queen, 

. accompanied by her two daughters, paid an informal 
visit to the Naafi Club, Aberdeen, remarking that it 
was the happiest club she had ever visited. 

H.M. Queen Mary made a tour of inspection of a large 
Naafi warehouse in Bristol in the early days of the war :; 
while a year ago H.R.H. Princess Elizabeth opened the 
first permanent Naafi Club at Portsmouth. 

H.R.H. The Princess Royal, in the course of her 
indefatigable war service, seldom visited a camp or 
barracks without inspecting the Naafi canteen, and 
showing a lively interest both in the welfare of the Naafi 
staff and in the variety and quality of the foodstuffs 
prepared by them for the troops. As a further, token 
of her interest, the Princess Royal performed the 
opening ceremony of the Naafi Club at Leeds in 1944. 

Within the prist few days, H.R.H. the Duchess of Kent 
has graciously signified her willingness to open the new 
Naafi Club at Colchester in April—the second permanent 
club of its kind in the country. 

Administration Company. 
The main event for the month has been the Battalion 

athletic Meeting, where we were placed a "fighting 
bottom" with our partners in crime, H.Q. Company. 



POMANDER 
16th Century 

VINAIGRETTE 
l8tb Century 

THE EVOLUTION OF  
THE BEAUTY BOX 

'/ 

N Tudor days dames of fashion carried the 
pomander—pomme (apple) denoting the shape and 
ambre (perfume) — a bail of perfume. 
When in the XVII century liquid perfumes super
seded the solid, the pomander gave place to the 
vinaigrette. 
Yet another aid to legitimate vanity was the patch 
box of the days of powdered hair. The XVIII 
century specimen shown above bears the motto 

Have communion with few 
be familiar with one 
deal juftly with all 
<& speak evil of none. 

These vanities were the forerunners of the modern 
flapjack Vanity Case — Eve's ^essential travelling 
companion. 

n JwMy ~.th alA 

PATCH BOX 
18th Century 

VANITY CASE 
of Today 

THE GOLDSMITHS & 
SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD. 

112 REGENT STREET. 
LONDON, W.I 

ONLY ONE ADDRESS TELEPHONE : REGENT 3021 
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Regimental Histories of The Buffs 
Th« following Histortu may now b« obtained from Secretary, 

P. and P. Association, Th« Buffs, 12 I.T.C. Canterbury. 
PRICE 

HISTORICAL RECORDS 
OF THE BUFFS 

1572—1704 
by H. R. Knight 

Half bound in leather 
£1 108. each 

HISTORICAL RECORDS 
OF THE BUFFS 

1704—1814 
1814—1914 

by C. R. B. Knight 

HISTORICAL RECORDS 
OF THE BUFFS 

1914—1919 
by R. S. H. Moody 

In Two Parts 
£2 2e. 

Out of Print 

A SHORT HISTORY 
OF THE BUFFS 
by E Foster Hall } One Shilling 

ALSO 

" DRUMS AND DRUMMERS 
by 6. R Howe  Price 21

Postage extra 

A.J.WHITE<HATTERS>L td. 

A. J. WHITE Mrs. WHITE 

CAP MAKERS 
TO THE 

REGIMENT 
: 

SOLE SUPPLIERS 
OF THE 

FLEXOLYTE 
FIELD SERVICE 

CAP 

REGIMENTAL 
CLUB & SCHOOL 

COLOUR 
SPECIALIST 

FANCY TIES, 
SCARVES, 

ETC. 

MAKERS OF EVERY KIND 
OF 

LADIES' & GENT'S HEADWEAR 
Established over SO years 

8 BURLINGTON GARDENS, W.l 
Telephone: REGENT 0582 

CONWAY WILLIAMS 
THE MAYFAIR TAILOR 

48 BROOK ST., MAYFAIR, LONDON, W.l 
(Opposite Claridge's Hotel) 

AND 

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY 

Morning and Evening Wear, Court and Milfrary Dress for all occasions 
 i   Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits  " " 

All Clotlis cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand 
r  in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors 

REGIMENTAL TAILORS TO THE BUFFS REQIMENT 

Telephones: 
Mayfair 0945—Camberley 498 

T Telegrams: 
'Militalla Wesdo, London 



How to get 44 The Dragon'' 
fiOR those wishing to receive the Paper direct through 

the post each month, the rates of subscriptions are : 
1 year, 8/. 6 months, 4/. 3 months, 2/. 

Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot the 
Buffs, Canterbury. 

25 YEARS OF CATERING FOR 
CANTERBURY AND GARRISON 
We have seen the change from large families 

and large joints, 
To small families and smaller joints, 
To rationing and even smaller joints. 
We make it our constant endeavour to help 

you through the week, 
And guarantee your Sunday joint, large or 

small. 

:: FAMILY BUTCHER :: 

Sausage 
Our well 

Established 
Speciality 

F. R. BEANEV ., 
(EXBUFF) ea y 

22a MILITARY ROAD, Extensive 
CANTERBURY Refrigeration 

Telephone 2827 

I 
Telephone 2107 Established 1818 

GIBBS and SONS 
G E N E R A L  P R I N T E R S  

A L L  C L A S S E S  O F  
MILITARY PRINTING 
EXECUTED AT SHORT 

NOTICE 

BALANCE SHEETS POSTERS 
PROGRAMMES 

SPORTS FIXTURE CARDS 

PRINTERS OF THIS JOURNAL 

E S T I M A T E S  G I V E N  

16 Orange Street, Canterbury 

HAWKES & Co., Ltd. 
MILITARY TAILORS SINCE 1771 

Uniforms Made to Measure 
Regimental Tailors to 

or for Immediate Wear 
THE BUFFS 

at Competitive Prices 

1  SAVILE ROW, LONDON, W.I  
68 HIGH STREET, CAMBERLEY 



viii 

SANDON & Co., Ltd. 
9 STRATTON STREET, 

PICCADILLY, W.1. 

m 

dm, 

flDIUtar\> anb flDuftl dailore, 
Ibunttna Goats & Breeches. 

mm 
Telegrams: Telephone: 

GEEGEE, PICCY, LONDON. REGENT, 5783. 

TYPEWRITERS, 
FOR SALE OR HIRE 

————— 4 
Typewriters Repaired 

H. J. GOULDEN, Ltd. [ 
CANTERBURY AND DOVER 

Telephone 2785 

FRANK J. SANGERS 
(EX BUFFS) 

Jfamilp ^Butcher 
LICENSED DEALER IN GAME 

You can rely upon the 
#  P R I V A T E  T R A D E R  

for Value, Courtesy and Service 

114 NORTHGATE St., CANTERBURY 

4> 

w 
By Appointment 

To the Late King George V. J. H. & J . BROOKE, Ltd. 
Established 1799 

Wine Merchants 
LONDON 

27 CLEMENTS LANE, E.C.4 
Telephone: MANsion House, 5301 (3 lines) 

FOLKESTONE 
134 SANDGATE ROAD 
Telephone: Folkestone 3123 (2 lines) 

HYTHE 
78 HIGH STREET 
Telephone : Hythe 6301 
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A.J.WHITE<HATms>Ld 
A. J. WHITE Mrs. WHITE 

CAP MAKERS 
TO THE 

REGIMENT 

SOLE SUPPLIERS 
OF THE 

FLEXOLYTE 
FIELD SERVICE 

CAP 

REGIMENTAL 
CLUB & SCHOOL 

COLOUR 
SPECIALIST 

* 

FANCY TIES, 
SCARVES, 

ETC. 

MAKERS OF EVERY KIND 
OF 

LADIES' & GENT'S HEADWEAR 
Established over 80 years 

8 BURLINGTON GARDENS, W.l 
Telephone : REGENT 0582 

"Tiffh 

V  Y E S O N  
G/oe6/P P 

BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY 

CIVIL & MILITARY TAILORS 

TELEPHONE 
2566 

COMPLETE OUTFITTERS 

CLOTHES WHICH BEAR THE 
AUTHORITATIVE STAMP OF 
QUALITY IN EVERY DETAIL 

CUT & MADE ON THE PREMISES 

WARRENS (CANTERBURY) LTD. 

14/16 SUN STREET CANTERBURY 

TROPHIES 
DESIGNED & MADE BY CRAFTSMEN 
For threequarters of a century the name 
F. PHILLIPS has been synonymous with 
Trophies representing artistic perfection as well 
as sound economy. Cups, Shields, Medals, etc., 
are supplied from stock, or to special design. 

Quotations gladly submitted. 

F. PHILLIPS, 
(F. PHILLIPS and R. A. GARRATT)"^= 

Wellington Street, Aldershot 

THE SINGING KETTLE 
R E S T A U R A N T  
(Opposite Cavalry Barracks Gates) 

LUNCHEONS..TEAS SUPPERS 
Weekdays—9 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
Sundays—10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

SQUAD PARTIES 
CATERED FOR 

Proprietor : 
S. WILLOUGHBY 
(Late THE BUFFS) 

FOR : : : : 
ACCURACY IN DISPENSING 

AND : : : : 
RELIABILITY IN ALL MEDICAL 

AND SURGICAL GOODS 
<x> 

WALKER & HARRIS, Ltd. 
Sun Street and Northgate Street, 

CANTERBURY 
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A Modern Banking 
Service for Officers 

The Officer who maintains an account with 
Lloyds Bank, Cox's & King's Branch, at 6 Pall 
Mall, Official Army and Royal Air Force Agents, 
enjoys many facilities beyond the receipt of pay 
and allowances. 

Arrangements can be made to cash cheques 
at any of the Bank's branches and agencies at home 
and abroad. The Indian and Burma branches can 
credit pay and allowances as they become due. 

The Bank will also, on request, deal with 
Officers' Income Tax, Retired Pay and Pensions 
and will furnish information on Insurance and the 
purchase and sale of stocks and shares. 

The Manager will be glad to open an account 
for Officers and discuss their financial problems 
with them. 

LLOYDS BANK 
LIMITED 

(COX'B AND KING'S BllNCl) 

A R M Y  *  R O Y A L  A I R  F O R C E  A G E N T S  

6  P A L L  M A L L  S W 1  

Offices at or near all Army & Royal Air 
Force Centres throughout England & Wales 

CachA" tb 

atkil 
Uniform & Equipment  

CAMBRIDGE CIRCUS 
LONDON * W.C.2 
Telephone :  TEMple Bar 1814 (7 lines) |  
Grams :  Alclothes," Westcent, Lond. 

A L D E R S H O l  
A M E S B U R Y  
C A M B E R L E Y  
C H E S T E R  
D  E  E  P  C  U  T  
F O L K E S T O N E  
N E W A R K  
O X F O R D  
U  C  K  F  I  E  L  D 

JACOB'S BISCUITS 
including 

CREAM CRACKERS 
& 

WATER BISCUITS 

Recommended for use in 

Messes and Canteens as 

suitable accompaniments 

to all meals 

W.&R.  JACOB & Co.  (L 'pool ) ,  L td .  
Aintree Biscuit Factory 



iv 

f 

t" 

* 

THE following officers have notihed their 
* intention of attending the Dragon Club 

Dinner on June 25th. 
Lieut.Colonel J. G. Atkinson. 
Brigadier J. F. Whitacre Allen. 
Major J. S. Blanford. 
Brigadier V. Boucher. 
Lieut.Colonel R. W. Craddock. 
Captain E. G. Cox. 
Major C. S. Field. 
Lieut.Colonel N. E. Hoare. 
Lieut.Colonel G. R. Howe. 
Colonel J. V. R. Jackson. 
Colonel C. R. B. Knight. 
Lieut.Colonel Guy Lee. 
Lieut.Colonel D. S. Lister. 
LieutColonel L. W. Lucus. 
MajorGeneral H. de R. Morgan. 
Major H. Milton. 
Major A. J. Peareth. 
Lieut.Colonel W. H. Rowe. 
MajorGeneral the Hon. G. Scarlett. 
Brigadier T. H. Spear. 
Brigadier A. B. Thomson. 
LieutColonel C. R. Tuff. 
Captain N. G. Wale. 
Major R. W. M. Webster. 
Colonel D. A. Wilkins. 
Lieut.Colonel J. R. P. Williams. 

TYPEWRITERS, 
FOR SALE OR HIRE 

Typewriters Repaired 

H. J. GOULDEN, Ltd. 
CANTERBURY AND DOVER 

Telephone 2785 

FRANK J. SANGERS 
(EX BUFFS) 

Jfamilg $ lit due 
LICENSED DEALER IN GAME 

You can rely upon the 
%  P R I V A T E  T R A D E R  

for Value, Courtesy and Service 

114 NORTHGATE St., CANTERBURY 

By Appointment 

To the Late King George V. 

Established 1799 
J. H. & J. BROOKE, Ltd. 

Wine Merchants 
LONDON 

27 CLEMENTS LANE, E.C.4 
Telephone: MANsion House, 5301 (3 lines) 

FOLKESTONE 
134 SANDGATE ROAD 

Telephone: Folkestone 3123 (2 lines) 

HYTHE 
78 HIGH STREET 

Telephone : Hythe 6301 
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His Majesty King Christian X of Denmark, K.G., G.C.B., G.C.V.O. 
Born September 26, 1870—Died April 20, 1947. 

Christian X succeeded his father, King Frederick VIII, ColonelinChief of 
 i ne Buffs, who died May 14th, 1912. 

On May 12th, 1914, King Christian assumed the appointment of ColonelinChief 
of The Buffs. 

During the Great War 191418 His Majesty took a keen and practical interest in 
the welfare of prisoners of war of the Regiment, causing parcels of food to be sent them. 

On December 5th, 1929, he visited the 2nd Battalion stationed at Aldershot. The 
weather was at its worst, but His Majesty made light of this and although unable to 
carry out the inspection of the Battalion, delighted everyone by making a tour of the 
barracks, during which his great height made a lasting impression on all ranks. 

On November 28th, 1934, His Majesty, when staying at Buckingham Palace, 
received a deputation of officers and other ranks and sent, through the Colonel, his 
warmest greetings to the Regiment. 

In September, 1945, a deputation of four officers proceeded to Copenhagen to 
convey the congratulations of the Regiment to its ColonelinChief on the occasion of 
his 75th birthday. 

In September, 1946, the Band and Drums of the 1st and 2nd Battalions visited 
Denmark for a period of a week, during which they played in various cities. The 
first performance was a Command one at Amalienborg Palace in Copenhagen on the 
afternoon of September 26th, in the courtyard of the Palace before the Royal Family 
and a large audience. The massed Band and Drums beat a ceremonial tattoo. 

The Colonel of the Regiment, MajorGeneral the Honourable G. Scarlett, witnessed 
the ceremony with the Royal Party from the Palace balcony. 

The Regiment received the news of the death of its ColonelinChief with great 
sorrow. During the recent war it watched with admiration his courage and fortitude 
when his country was occupied by the Germans. 

It mourns the loss of one who took great pride in his Regiment and who was ever 
ready to assist it whenever the occasion arose. 

No. 570 MAY, 1947 Price : Sixpence 
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Personalia, 
|VJ A J ORGENERAL the Hon. G. Scarlett and 

* Lieut.Colonel R. W. Craddock represented 
the Regiment at the Memorial Service to H.M. 
King Christian X of Denmark held at St. 
Martin'sintheFields on, April 30th. Major
General Sir John Kennedy also attended. 

On Tuesday, April 22nd, a representative 
party, consisting of Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. 
Parry, Major A. J. Peareth, Captain M. A. O'B. 
ffrench Blake, R.S.M. G. Brophy, L/Cpl. Geill
Rasmussen and L/Cpl. Andersen assembled at 
the Warriors' Chapel. 

After the ceremony of the turning of a page 
of the Book of Life, wreaths borne by the two 
Danish LanceCorporals were laid at the foot 
of the Book of Life by Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. 
Parry on behalf of the Regiment, and Major 
A. J. Peareth on behalf of the Past and Present 
Association, in memory of the late Colonelin
Chief. 

A lesson was then read by the Sacrist and 
prayers by the Archdeacon of Maidstone. 

Major Edlmann, accompanied by his wife, 
returned to Hong Kong in the S.S. Strathnaver 
early in April. Also on board were Lieuts. P. 
Wilson and P. Usherwood, C.S.M. Turmaine, 
C/Sgt. Pawley, Sgt. Tucker, a draft of 70 Buffs 
and Mrs. Moore with her boys Tony and 
Christopher, the family of R.S.M. Moore. 

A small party of Buffs gathered together 
recently over a pint or two at a hostelry in 
Bristol. They a mprised Lieut.Colonel E. V. 
Argles, Sergeants Heyward and Bridge, late 
1st Battalion, and Pte. Heyward, late 4th 
Battalion. C.S.M. Jefferies had hoped to be 
present, but was away temporarily. Others in 
Bristol are Bandsman Davis and Pte. C. W. L. 
Bracey, the latter a porter at Temple Mead 
Station. 

Major R. Tuke has reverted to civil life and 
has rejoined the Sunlife Assurance Company of 
Canada. He is also the District Commissioner, 
Boy Scouts, Exeter. 

We regret to record the death of Major 
C. E. A. Terry, which occurred on May 18th at 
the Abbot's Barton Hotel, Canterbury, aged 
56 years. 

We offer our deep sympathy to his family in 
their loss. 

Major Edmeades, who is stationed at Bad 
Salzuflen, recently dined with Colonel and 

Mrs. E. Scott at their house in Herford, which 
is about five miles from Salzuflen. 

J. S. Blanford is working at Shell Mex House 
in London and living at Tunbridge Wells. 

In his spare time he is helping the local 
Army Cadet Force, the 6th Cadet Battalion 
(Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment), 
being the battalion training officer. 

We congratulate Captain and Mrs. S. J. H. 
Davis on the birth of a daughter on May 8th. 

We have received the first number of White 
Cliffs, a journal of the Home Counties Infantry 
Training Centre, Shorncliffe. We congratulate 
the Editor and his staff on an excellent pro
duction and wish the journal every success for 
the future. 

The wedding took place recently at the 
Roman Catholic Church, Bruck, Austria, of 
C.Q.M.S. J. A. Pearcy, 1st Battalion, East 
Yorkshire Regiment, and Fraulein Erna Heyda. 
We wish him a happy married life. 

C.Q.M.S. Pearcy will be well remembered as 
one of the 2nd Battalion crosscountry running 
team. In spite of being taken a prisoner with 
the 2nd Battalion in 1940 his stamina still 
remains and we congratulate him on his 
splendid performance in winning the Individual 
Championship, B.T.A., crosscountry running 
held at Klagenfurt in April. The team 
championship was won by 1st East Yorkshire 
Regiment. 

We regret to record the death of Mr. W. K. 
G. Fane, aged 27 years, which occurred on 
April 30th. 

Early in 1936 he joined the 4th Battalion, 
being mobilised to France with that Battalion. 

In March, 1940, he transferred to the R.A.S.C. 
and served in Africa, Sicily and Italy until he 
was demobilised. 

Births, Marriages and Deaths. 
BIRTHS 

Tuff.—On April 29th, 1947, at Hogs Green, 
Sandling, Hythe, Kent, to Ruth, wife of 
Lieut.Colonel C. R. Tuff, The Buffs, a son. 

Horley.—On May 15th, 1947, at Singapore, to 
Joan (nee Watson), wife of Major B. M. 
Horley, The Buffs, a son. 
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Be sure of pleasure 
say 

I 
PLAYER'S NAVY CUT CIGARETTES - MEDIUM OR MILD - PLAIN OR CORK TIPPED 

Relief 
from 

Anyone who has taken Phensic 
will tell you how efficiently it 
does its work. It is perfectly 
harmless to the heart, never 
causes digestive upsets, and is non 
habitforming. As a remedy for 
rheumatic pain, neuralgia, 
sciatica, neuritis, headache, 
backache, lumbago, there 
is nothing to surpass it. 
And if you take Phensic 
before and after dental 
treatment you will rob 
toothache and painful gums of all their 
terrors. Also, while Phensic is relieving 
pain it is doing quite a bit to get rid of 
the cause—for by a gentle stimulus on the kidneys it helps 
to expel irritating poisons circulating in your blcKxi. Get a 
supply of Phensic NOW—and be ready when you need it. 

Obtainable from your 
N.A.A.F.I. Canteen 

or any Chemist. 

PAIN 
- - - from 
LUMBAGO 
SCIATICA 
NEURITIS 

NEURALGIA 
TOOTHACHE 
RHEUMATIC 

PAINS 
etc. 

The grand tonic 
painrelieving tablet! 

You'd think 
he was 
labelled— 

He's a nice fellow really. But 

girls take good care to keep out 

of his way. They just can't for

give a man for being guilty of 

Oral Offence. 

Play Sate! USE 

Scientific tests prove that in 7 

cases out of 10 Colgate Dental 

Cream stops Oral Offence 

that originates in the moutk. 

I ft Inc. Tax. 

5/47—I 
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Gillette put 
shoulders 

behind each 
edge ! 

Every edge sharper than a surgeon's 
scalpel, shaped in three facets, forming 
supporting shoulders to make it more 
durable. Precisiontested at every 
stage. Gillette's ceaseless research 
proves this the best way to make 
blades — for shaves that are better
looking and more economical. 

T A X  

s Good Mornings9 

begin 
with Gillette 

BEECHAM'S PILLS 
Make them your 

Qolden Rule of Health 
Obtainable everywhere 

Use 
J U L Y S  I A  

7/mir 

smut 

I M u. 
HAND*! 
FIASK1A 
llid. & 
1/lld. 

(Inc. P. Tan) 
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DEATH. 
Terry.—On May 18th, 1947, very suddenly, 

Major Charles Edward Alan Terry, late The 
Buffs, elder son of the late Colonel C. Terry, 
and of Mrs. Terry, Toulhurst, Brenchly, and 
husband of Ursula Terry, Tudor Hall, Hawk
hurst. 

Future Events, 1947 
Dragon Dinner Club, 7.30 p.m., Tea 

Party, 3.30 p.m., June 25th, United Service 
Club, Pall Mall. 

Cenotaph Parade, London Branch, 
Sunday, June 1st, 3 p.m., Horse Guards 
Parade. 

Remembrance Sunday, Canterbury, 
August 10th. 

Canterbury Cricket Week, August 2nd 
^ to Friday, August 8th. 

I beg to say that I at once conveyedyour 
message by cable to Copenhagen. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 

G. REVENTLOW, 
Danish Minister. 

MajorGeneral the Hon. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C., 
Stonegreen Hall, 

Mersham, Nr. Ashford. 

21 st April, 1947. 
Your Excellency, 

I have the honour to request that you will 
be so good as to convey to Her Majesty and the 
Royal Family the heartfelt sympathy of the 
Executive Committee and Members of the Past 
and Present Association, The Buffs, on the 
death of His Majesty King Christian X. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 

A. J. PEARETH, 
Secretary, 

Past and Present Association, The Buffs. 

Communications 
^PHE following letters were sent to and 
* received from His Excellency the Danish 

Minister :— 
April 21 st, 1947. 

Your Excellency, 
Please convey with respectful and humble 

duty to Her Majesty and the Royal Family, 
the heartfelt sympathy of myself and the 
Officers and Other Ranks of The Buffs, on the 
death of His Majesty King Christian X, our 
ColonelinChief. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 

G. SCARLETT, 
MajorGeneral, 

Colonel of The Buffs. 

29 Pont Street, 
* London, S.W.I. 

22nd April, 1947. 
Sir, 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your 
message of April 21st, requesting me to convey 
to Her Majesty and the Royal Family the 
heartfelt sympathy of yourself and the Officers 
and Other Ranks of The Buffs on the death of 
His Majesty King Christian X, your Colonelin
Chief, 

Royal Danish Legation, 
29 Pont Street, 

London, S.W.I. 
23rd April, 1947. 

Dear Sir, 
I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter of condolence and to say that I shall not 
fail to transmit your message from the Executive 
Committee and Members of the Past and 
Present Association, to Her Majesty and the 
Royal Family. 

Yours faithfully, 
G. REVENTLOW, 

Danish Minister. 
Major A. J. Peareth, 

Secretary, Past and Present Association, 
The Buffs, 

The Barracks, 
Canterbury. 

TELEGRAM. 
MajorGeneral the Hon. G. Scarlett, Stonegreen 

Hall, Mersham, Ashford. 
By Order of Her Majesty Queen Alexandrine 

I beg to express to you Her Majesty's sincere 
thanks for the sympathy extended to her by 
you and the Officers and Other Ranks of The 
Buffs. 

REVENTLOW, Danish Minister. 
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Funeral of the late King Christian X 
of Denmark 

ColonelinChief, The Buffs 
IT was with very deep regret that the Colonel 
*of the Regiment found himself unable on 
medical advice to go to Copenhagen to attend 
the funeral ceremonies of our late Colonelin
Chief, King Christian the Tenth of Denmark. 
In these circumstances he arranged for Brigadier 
T. H. Spear and Colonel J. G. Nicholson to 
represent him and the Regiment on this 
occasion. 

The following is the account which Colonel 
Nicholson submitted to the Colonel of the 
Regiment on his return from Denmark. 

I left Lyneham Airfield on Monday morning, 
28th April. At the request of the War Office, 
the Duke of Beaufort, who attended the funeral 
of the late King Christian the Tenth of Denmark 
as His Majesty the King's representative, very 
kindly agreed to take me with him in the 
aircraft which was made available for his 
journey. 

We had a strong westerly wind—almost a 
gale—behind us, and reached Copenhagen in a 
little over three hours, after a pleasant and 
comfortable flight. On arrival, the Duke of 
Beaufort was conducted to the Palace and 
I waited for a few minutes before transport 

v arrived to take me to the British Mission Mess. 
During this interval I was introduced to Prince 
Knud of Denmark and the Danish Foreign 
Minister, who entertained and refreshed me 
while they were themselves waiting to receive 
the President and Premier of Iceland. 

The British Mission Mess is established in 
the Tourist Hotel in Copenhagen and when 
I got there, I found that Brigadier Spear had 
arrived earlier in  the day. We had an 
opportunity to discuss matters and were then 
called on by Colonel Augsburg, commanding the 
Danish 1st Life Guards Battalion, who explained 
that he had been instructed to escort and look 
after us during our stay in Copenhagen, and 
would tell us the arrangements that had been 
made. He went through these and then 
arranged to meet us the following morning, to 
take us round to pay our official calls. 

The following morning Colonel Augsburg 
arrived at the Mess about 10 o'clock and took 
us to write our names in the book at the 
Amalianborg Palace and to call on the Danish 
Minister of Defence. I also took this opportunity 
to call on the British Ambassador. Colonel 

Augsburg then took us round a short trip of 
Copenhagen, pointing out places of interest and 
including a visit to the Danish Military College. 
We returned to the British Mission Mess at 
about midday and were there visited by 
Colonel Gulacksen, who will be remembered 
by many members of the Regiment when he 
was attached to the 2nd Battalion at Bordon 
in 1933. Colonel Gulacksen is now commanding 
a District, and it was pleasant to recall with 
him memories of prewar soldiering days at 
Bordon and to hear his experiences during the 
German occupation of Denmark. He asked 
after many Buffs—the Colonel of "the Regiment, 
Colonels Hamilton, Thomson, Howe? Wilson, 
Wilkins and Craddock, Majors Edmeads and 
Edelmann, R.S.M; Williams and O.R./C.S.M. 
Ongley (as they then were), Privates Fitzgerald 
and Girling (who was his servant) among 
others—and asked to be remembered to them. 

In the evening we were commanded to 
attend a dinner given by the King and Queen 
at Amalianborg Palace for the foreign diplomatic 
and Service representatives attending the 
funeral and not normally accredited or resident 
in Copenhagen. This was most impressive but 
remarkably informal. There were about 25 
guests, including the Duke of Beaufort, Admiral 
Sir Robert Burnett, representing the Admiralty, 
MajorGeneral G. P.„B. Roberts, representing 
the Army Council and B.A.O.R., Air Vice 
Marshal R. A. George, representing the Air 
Staff, General Koenig, representing France, the 
President of Iceland, the Swedish and Nor
wegian C.sinC., Prince Louis de Merode from 
Belgium. After dinner Brigadier Spear had an 
opportunity of expressing both to the King 
and Queen the regret of the Colonel of the 
Regiment that he was unable to be present in 
person and to explain what was being done by 
the Regiment in England on this occasion. 

After leaving Amalianborg Palace, we were 
invited by Admiral Burnett to visit him on 
board H.M.S. Dido. General Roberts and Air 
Vice Marshal George were also invited, and we 
had a very pleasant party to round off the 
evening. 

Wednesday, April 30th, the day of the 
funeral, dawned grey and cloudy with the 
prospect of rain. The first part of the ceremony 
was to take place in the Christiansborg Church 
in Copenhagen, where the late King had lain 
in state during the preceding days. Unfortun
ately neither of us had an opportunity to attend 
the lying in state. One could, however, readily 
imagine from the setting in the chapel what a 
deeply impressive ceremony this must have 
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been, with the King's coffin raised high on the 
catafalque and surrounded by many hundreds 
of wreaths, among which was one from all 
ranks of the Regiment. We arrived at the 

* chapel about 1145 and were shown to our 
places. A short service followed, accompanied 
by the firing of artillery salutes, and we then 

„ assembled outside the chapel for the procession 
to Copenhagen railway station and the journey 
to Rothskilde Cathedral. 

The procession was led by a detachment of 
Danish Hussars, with Guards of Honour 
provided by the Royal Marines, the U.S. 
Marines and with a Royal Marine band as well 
as a Danish band. Behind the coffin followed 
members of the Scandinavian Royal Families ; 
and after them, the main body of the procession, 
headed by the Duke of Beaufort in his uniform 
as Master of the Horse, the U.S. Ambassador 
and General Koenig. The route of the pro
cession led through the main streets of Copen
hagen, which were thronged with silent and 
respectful crowds paying their last tribute to 
their King. It was difficult for one taking part 
in the procession to see much of it, but the 
Danish Hussars in their traditional full dress 
and the steady bearing and drill of the Royal 
Marines caught one's attention. 

Then followed the slow journey by train to 
Rothskilde. In the fields all along the way 
many Danes had gathered to watch. The 
journey took about an hour and the procession 
then reassembled at Rothskilde station for the 
final stage to the Cathedral. The rain, which 
had so far held off, now began to fall. The 
procession followed in the same order to the 
Cathedral through the streets of Rothskilde, 
which were strewn with cut yew branches, and 
lined with silent, respectful crowds. The route 
was held by members of the Danish Resistance, 
some very young, others much older, but all of 
fine type ; it was not difficult to realise what 
"resistance" had meant to them. 

The Cathedral is an extremely fine building, 
aqd though it looks comparatively new, it 
actually dates from the twelfth century. The 
ceremony was simple and dignified, and the 
singing of the choir—from the Royal Opera 
House—was particularly impressive and un
forgetable. It concluded with the bearing of 
the King's body to the little chapel within the 
Cathedral where all the Kings of Denmark 
have been laid to rest for the last five hundred 
years. 

That night there were three dinner parties 
in Copenhagen—the Royalties all dined with 
Their Majesties the King and Queen in the 

Amalianborg Palace, the Diplomats with the 
Danish Foreign Secretary, and the Service 
representatives with the Minister of National 
Defence at the Naval Officers' Club. This is a 
very fine old building ; we were given a most 
excellent dinner, and had an opportunity to 
talk to many distinguished soldiers, sailors and 
airmen of different nationalities. 

* * * * 

The impressions of anyone taking part in a 
ceremony of this nature are of necessity 
restricted in aspect. But I think the things 
that left the deepest memories with me were 
the simplicity and quiet dignity of the whole 
proceedings ; the silent and respectful crowds 
that assembled in Copenhagen and Rothskilde 
to pay their final tribute to a King for whom 
they most evidently had a deep and sincere 
affection ; the men of the Danish Resistance ; 
the silence of the procession to Rothskilde 
Cathedral, and the smell of the rainsoaked yew 
branches crushed by the marching of many 
feet; the kindness and hospitality of the many 
Danes with whom we came in contact (very 
particularly, Colonel Augsburg) ; and their 
evident interest in their association with the 
Regiment. 

Regimental Gazette. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
FRIDAY, 11TH APRIL, 1947, DATED TUESDAY, 

15TH APRIL, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS 
THE BUFFS.—Lt. (Qr.Mr.) J. R. Perriman 

(350834) relinquishes his commn., 14th July, 
1946, and is granted hon. rank of Lt. (Qr.Mr.). 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
TUESDAY, 15TH APRIL, 1947, DATED FRIDAY, 

18TH APRIL, 1947. 
The following officers are awarded the 

Efficiency Medal (Territorial) :— 
The Buffs—Capt. (Hon. Maj.) G. R. D. 

Hews, M.C. (66886), Capt. (Hon. Maj.) 
L. F. Parratt (72821), Lt. (Hon. Capt.) 
K. R. Wilson (99765). 

WAR OFFICE, 18TH APRIL, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS. 
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (W.S./Capt.) Martin 

Geary (161359) from Emerg. Commn., The 
Buffs, to be Capt., 1st October, 1946, with 
seniority 16th May, 1943. 
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2nd Lt. (W.S./Capt.) John Nesham Bax 
(375570) from Emerg. Commn., Ind. Army, to 
be Capt., 11th October, 1946, with seniority, 
20th November, 1945. 

The undermentioned 2nd Lts. (W.S./Lts.) 
from Emerg. Commns., The Buffs, to be Lts. 
with seniority as shown :— 

1st October, 1946.—Richard Edgar Papworth 
(156129), 2nd May, 1942. 

1st November, 1946.—Stanley Charles Sayer 
(172112), 15th August, 1942. 

1st October, 1946.—Cecil Wilfred Brooke 
(194816), 1st October, 1942. 

1st November, 1946.—Norman Elliott 
(229739), 4th October, 1942. 

2nd Lt. (W.S./Lt.) Nelson Edward Henry 
Todman (172115) from Emerg. Commn., A.A.C., 
to be Lt., 1st October, 1946, with seniority 
19th February, 1945. 

2nd Lt. (W.S./Lt.) Paul Hew Kennion Severn 
(333489) from Emerg. Commn., R.E.M.E., to 
be Lt., 1st October, 1946, with seniority, 16th 
March, 1945. 

2nd Lt. (W.S./Lt.) Robert Gordon Willojughby 
(334188), from Emerg. Commn., The Buffs, to 
be Lt., 18th November, 1946, with seniority 
28th April, 1945. 

2nd Lt. (W.S./Lt.) Alan Dudley Coote 
(346138), from Emerg. Commn., The Buffs, to 
be Lt., 1st September, 1946, with seniority 
21st October, 1945. 

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION. 
K.O.S.B.—2nd Lt. (W.S./Lt.) Griffith William 

Teck Brook (350816) from Emerg. Commn., 
The Buffs, to be Lt., 19th April, 1947, with 
seniority 3rd December, 1944. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

THE BUFFS.—The undermentioned Cadets to 
be 2nd Lts., 1st December, 1946 :— 

6109124 Keith Goodwin Stevens (377491), 
6108928 Richard Denis Vernon Hill (377492), 
6,108863 Ian Mayman (377493). 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
NO. 14 ISSUED ON 27TH MARCH, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 

The undermentioned Maj. is regranted 
T/Lt.Col. :— 

THE BUFFS.—J. F. Connolly, D.S.O. (39316), 
16th December, 1946. 

M.E. Orders :— 
The undermentioned Capt. (A/Maj.) to be 

T/Maj. :— 
THE BUFFS.—J. P. Lucas (74597), 12th 

January, 1947. 
The undermentioned Capt. (T/Maj.) re

linquishes T/Maj. :— 
THE BUFFS.—H. A. Collins (153063), 22nd 

December, 1946. 
The undermentioned Capts. are regranted 

T/Maj. :— 
THE BUFFS.—H. A. Collins (153063), 16th 

July, 1946; L. P. Critchley (145020), 13th 
December, 1946. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
The notifn. regarding the undermentioned in 

W.O. Orders is cancelled :— 
THE BUFFS.—No. 11/1947.—W.S./Capt. J. 

Thorpe (137428). 
A.F.M.T. Orders :— 
THE BUFFS.—W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) (A/Maj.) 

H. W. Hamilton (165598) to be T/Maj. and 
W.S./Capt., 31st August, 1944. 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No. 15 ISSUED ON 10TH APRIL, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. is regranted 
T/Capt. :— 

THE BUFFS.—L. R. Arnold (201399), 30th 
March, 1946. 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
NO. 16 ISSUED ON 17TH APRIL, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

The undermentioned W.S./Capt. (T/Maj.) 
relinquishes T/Maj. :— 

THE BUFFS.—L. G. Gardner (350773), 30th 
December, 1946. 

The undermentioned 2nd Lts. to be W.S./Lts.: 
THE BUFFS.—W. B. Barlow (369153), C. E. G. 

Seed (369144), D. W. J. Smith (369148), R. A. F. 
StratfordTuke (369150), 5th January, 1947; 
D. G. Atwood (372313), J. G. CollisonMorley 
(372292), C. A. Hilditch (372305), B. C. 
Lawrence (372273), A. R. Newcome (372312), 
O. Plant (372334), G. S. Pope (372293), 14th 
January, 1947 ; F. C. Barter (369431), M. V. 
Herbert (369470), P. O. Reeves (369486), P. J. 
Webster (369430), 20th January, 1947; P. J. 
Cullen (372930), V. L. Parker (372933), 21st 
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A man is as great as his heart, a car as great 
as its engine. Every Ford engine is made to give 
constant service — to go without complaining 
for mile after mile over hill and dale, on good 
roads and bad, unfailing. When at last, the 
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PREFECT 10 h.p. £275 (Plus £77.2.9 purchase tax) 
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' Second lo None' 

GREYS 
C I G A R E T T E S  
Just honestto

tobacco 

Plain or corktipped 
' Greys' will always 

appeal to those 
smokers who ask 
of a cigarette 
that it shall be 
pleasant 
ajid satisfying. 

5/47—2 
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rTry BURMA SAUCE 
Every drop is of full f lavour 

Ask for White  CotteUs 
N Worcester Sauce 

COOIjTIPT 
VIRGINIA 

by ABDULLA 

'Wool' filter tip. 20 for 3/4 

EBl'RITE 
CORRUGATED CONTAINERS LTD. 
PARK ROYAL R0„ NORTH ACTON. LONDON. N.W.10 
Makers of CORRUCATED BOXES & CARTONS 

Telephone Willesden 4701 5 

Modern Plant for Steelworks, Shipyards, &c. 

HENRY BERRY & CO. LTD. 
Hydraulic and General Engineers 

C r o y d o n  W o r k s ,  L E E D S / 1 0  

PAT0NS&BALDWINS 
LTD. 

SPIN WOOLS fOR ALL 
KINDS OF CLOTHING 

AUOA j HALIFAX : LEICESTER 
WAKEFIELD 

(bLVILL&S 
^wwmrwwnnM ltd 

MANUFACTURERS OF 
STEEL PLATES, SECTIONS, BARS. 
RAILS, MALLEABLE IRON, 
FIG IRON AND SPECIAL STEELS 

195 West George Street, GLASGOW. C.2 

PARK DRIVE 
I C I G A R E T T E S j !  
H for pleasure 

PLAIN & CORK TIPPED Hi 

For protection against 
Skin Infection... USE 

WRIGHT'S * 
 Coal Tar Soap 

THE FOLLOWING F I R M S  S U P P O R T ,  

" HALLMARK" 
AUTOMATIC REFRIGERATORS 

For the storage of foodstuffs of all 
kinds, for making and storing ice cream, 
cooling beer and wines, making ice and 
other purposes in canteens and messes. 

J. & E. HALL, LTD. 
DARTFORD, KENT 

I Erie Resistor Ltd. 
Carlisle Road, The Hyde, Hendon 
London, N.W.9 Tel. COLindale 8011 

Resistors + Volume Controls + 
Ceramicons  Silver-Mica 
Condensors + Suppressors 

CJMWflli 
M I N E R A L  W A T E R S  

LEMON SQUASH, &c. 
SOLO BY N.A.A.F.I. CANTEENS 

SAMUEL GILL & SONS 
Designers & Manufacturers'of Jigs/Tools, 
Fixtures, Gauges & Special Machines 

Lyllialls Lane, Coventry 
Tel. Cov. 88605 Air Ministry Authority 707713/37 

BUTLER 
HIGH CLASS MACHINE TOOLS 

for 
PLANING — 

SHAPING
SLOTTING. 

The Butler Machine Tool Co., Ltd., H'fax 

IT'S O.K. WITH 

SAUCE 

DAVIS BURROW 
& SONS, LTD. HUNSLET, LEEDS 

BRUSH MANUFACTURERS 
Contractors to the Forces 120 Years' Experience 

J. PARKINSON & SON 
PLAIN & UNIVERSAL MILLING 
MACHINES, SUNDERLANDGEAR 

PLAINERS AND VICES 

SHIPLEY   YORKS. 

L I O N  
B R A N D  

H O S I E R Y  
S. & J. KITCHIN LTD. 

SAXON ROAD, SHEFFIELD 8 
Cutlery, Matchets 6L Knives 

of all descriptions 

Special attention given to Canteen 
requirements 

Justtaste 
DUNCANS 

CHOCOLAT 
 its delicious! 
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January, 1947 ; J. D. B. Kerby (370113), 9th 
February, 1947 ; E. J. Hine (369789), J. H. 
Jackson (369768), P. M. Smethurst (369782), 
J. E. War die (369762), 10th February, 1947 ; 
R. Scott (370296), 24th February, 1947 ; R. S. 
Burrows (376305), 25th February, 1947. 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No. 17 ISSUED ON 24TH APRIL, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
The undermentioned Maj. (A/Lt.Col.) to be 

T/Lt.Col. :— 
THE BUFFS.—F W. B. Parry (34866), 22nd 

April, 1947. 
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) 
(A/Maj.) to be T/Maj. and W.S./Capt. :— 

THE BUFFS.—J. L. Trender (137420), 21st 
March, 1947. 

The undermentioned W.S./Lts. (A/Capts.) to 
be T/Capts. :— 

THE BUFFS.—M. Barton (357910), 30th 
December, 1946; D. E. Evans (335144), 30th 
December, 1946. 

EXTRACT of a letter from Major Edlmann 
written at sea and dated April 7th, 1947 :— 
"My particular purpose in writing is to tell 

of a visit, all too brief, which I made to a 
battlefield in France when returning a fortnight 
ago from Switzerland. I feel that it will not 
only be of interest to members of the 2nd 
Battalion, who were in the B.E.F. of 193940, 
but more especially to the families of those who 
were killecl in action on May 28th and 29th, 
1940, during the last stand made by the 
Battalion before Dunkirk. Perhaps the actual 
location of graves is not known to the relations, 
of the men concerned. 

The area which I had time to visit was where 
the depleted ranks of Battalion H.Q. (Lt.Col. 
G. F. Hamilton), H.Q. Company (C.S.M. G. 
Osborne) and "B" Company (Captain H. R. 
Grace) fought until their remnants were taken 
prisoner on the morning of May 29th. 

I took the train to Bailleul (near Armentieres 
on the Belgian Frontier) and from there drove 
by taxi to the village of Merris (about five 
miles to the SouthWest). It was around here 
that most of the Battalion found itself after 
the withdrawal from the Escaut position in 
Belgium (facing East), with orders to turn 
about and face the German advance from the 
West, 

I visited the farm South of the railway in 
which Battalion H.Q. was located, and found 
the same family living there. A youngster, now 
aged 20, had not easily forgotten seeing Buffs 
occupy his home when he was 13. These people 
are of the stock which inhabits the frontier 
areas, and are as now indifferent to foreign 
soldiers as they were then. Their reaction on 
seeing one again was, if anything, one of fear. 
They said the Germans had not occupied their 
farm, and I told them they were lucky. On 
their information I walked to the local civilian 
cemetery in Merris, which is situated at the 
back of a low hill feature which in the fighting 
was held by "B" Company. I found there a 
single common grave set apart and well tended, 
marked with two wooden crosses and a white 
marble stone on which were the following names 
and inscription :— 
ICI REPOSENT 2 SOLDATS FRANCAIS ET 17 
SOLDATS ANGLAIS, VICTIMES DU DEVOIR, MAY, 

1940. 
C. DELAUNEY 

SERGEANT 
Private BOURNE 
GEORGE MOYS 
BERNARD AUSTIN 
EDWARD ELDERKIN 
WILLIAM HODGINS 
EDWARD KING 
FREDERICK COLLIER 
ROBERT MOAT 

C. MICHAUD 
ALLEN 
FREDERICK PARKER 
WILLIAM CHAPMAN 
DENNIS MACKROW 
ERNEST BARBER 
JOHN SKINNER 
ALBERT BACKHOUSE 
WALTER KNOWLES 
VICTOR CHURCH 

CEUX QUI PIEUSEMENT SONT MORT POUR LA 
PATRIE, ONT DROIT QU'A LEUR CERCUEIL LA 

FOULE VIENNE ET PRIE. 

I am fairly certain that all these men were 
Buffs in "B" Company, and that the two 
French soldiers were among other Frenchmen 
who joined the Battalion to fight during those 
last days before Dunkirk. The Union Jack and 
Tricolour were painted on the two crosses, and 
a British and French steel helmet had been 
placed on the grave. 

Walking back over the sodden muddy fields 
to the tiny village of Outtersteene, I passed by 
the farm where "B Echelon" was under the 
care of the Quartermaster (Major P. Dare). 
It was through Outtersteene that a rearguard 
action had been fought towards Meterden, and 
fairly heavy casualties had been sustained along 
the railway by H.Q. Company, especially by 
the Signal Platoon under Sergeant Tate (who 
was also killed). I talked to the local inn
keeper, who said he was hiding in Bailleul 
during the fighting, and had returned after
wards. He said that at least 30 Buffs were 
killed on the line of the railway near the village, 
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and were buried in the British 191418 Cemetery 
nearby. In this cemetery I found some 70 new 
graves all marked with numbered wooden 
crosses, but unfortunately there were no names 
to show their identification. I was informed 
that the Mayor of Bailleul had a list of the 
names, but I had no time to visit him. I have 
therefore written to him and hope I shall be 
able to send you the names in due course." 

Lieut.Colonel E. Scott (R.A.M.C.), A. J. H. 
Taylor, W. J. Tyrell, C. J. Van Ammel, J. 
Windcott. 

As it is hoped to hold further dinners it would 
be of great assistance if officers of the Battalion 
who served between September, 1939—May, 
1945, would inform Captain E. G. Cox of any 
change of address. Letters should be addressed, 
c/o 4th Battalion, The Buffs (T.A.), The Drill 
Hall, St. Peter's Lane, Canterbury, Kent. 

5th Battalion ReUnion Dinner. 
HTHE First Reunion Dinner of the 5th 

Battalion for officers who served with the 
Battalion between September, 1939—May, 
1945, was held at the Rembrandt Hotel, London, 
S.W.7, on Wednesday, 30th April, 1947. 

Colonel E. B. Burns, the Honorary Colonel 
of the Battalion, who had kindly consented to 
take the Chair, had unfortunately to decline at 
the last moment on his doctor's orders ; his 
place was most ably filled at short notice by 
>rigadier A. D. McKechnie. The Colonel of the 

Regiment, accompanied by Major A. J. Peareth, 
was the Guest of Honour. 

Those present were : The Colonel of the 
Regiment, Brigadier A. D. McKechnie, Major 
A. J. Peareth, Lieut.Colonel E. H. Allen, V. 
Annett, R. C. Benge, E. H. Body, M. A. 
Bompas, D. A. T. Butcher, R. H. Cheney, 
Lieut.Colonel J. F. Connolly, A. Copland, K. 
Courtney, E. G. Cox, N. F. Dracopoli, W. L. 
Fairweather, J. G. Feak, D. Harcourt, R. H. 
Haselden, E. G. Heimsath, J. C. Jackson, 
G. R. Lanning, B. Lapworth, S. D. Millar, 
A. E. Money, Lieut.Colonel G. E. F. Oliver, 
Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry, D. G. Phillips, 
G. Piper, J. Postles, J. T. R. Prestige, P. L. C. H. 
Rance, R. A. C. Ravenhill, W. Richardson, 
C. J. L. Simmons, H. T. Taylor, Lieut.Colonel 
C. R. Tuff, H. Van Ammel, J. Walton, A. A. 
West. 

The following were unable to attend, but 
sent messages of goodwill : Lieut.Colonel D. A. 
Affleck Graves, J. De Vroome, B. McGrath, 
B. Thorndycroft (Vienna), F. E. Thorneycroft 
(Austria), Lieut.Colonel A. W. Gibbon (Venice), 
B. Brooke and G. Gabb (Italy), Lieut.Colonel 
A. J. OdlingSmee (Malta), Lieut.Colonel T. N. 
Penlington and Lieut.Colonel E. S. Scott 
(Germany), Lieut.Colonel E. B. Backhouse, 
J. Bryan, T. Burt, T. Dixon, H. C. F. Harwood, 
Lieut.Colonel A. E. L. Hardcastle, H. K. 
Jolly, L. Lane, M. Leates, W. Merchant, D. 
Milton, P. L. Money, C. Morgan, G. H. Rolt, 

The Buffs Golfing Society. 
1 L was deeply regretted that the match versus 
*the Household Brigade G.S. which was 
arranged for May 8th had to be cancelled. 
Captain Lamarque wrote saying that the 
course had suffered so severely from the cold 
spell that match play was out of the question. 
However, he hopes to be able to make another 
fixture for next year. 

Members will be glad to hear a small supply 
of B.G.S. ties will be available very shortly. 
Full particulars regarding cost and coupons 
will be published in The Dragon. 

Captain Peter Hicks has become a playing 
member of the Society. We still need new 
members, and it would be a great help if 
Officers Commanding any units or battalions 
of the Regiment would try and bring in some 
new recruits. 

36 Division Old Comrades' 
Association. 

1. Aims and Objects. 
(a) To maintain and promote that spirit 

of cooperation and friendship which 
animated the Division during its 
period of active service. 

(b) The Association is NONpolitical and 
NO mention of politics will be made 
at any meeting. 

(c) To publish a list of members with their 
names and addresses so that contacts 
can be retained or new ones made. 

(d) To arrange an annual dinner or re
unions in places as may from time 
to time be decided. 
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2. Executive Committee. 
(a) MajorGeneral F. W. Festing, C.B., 

C.B.E., D.S.O., will be President of 
the Committee. 

(b) Brigadier A. R. Aslett, D.S.O., will act 
as Deputy during his absence. 

(c) The following have agreed to serve on 
the Committee :— 
Brigadier A. R. Aslett, D.S.O., Room 

18, Horse Guards, London, S.W.I. 
Brigadier LI. Gwydyr Jones, D.S.O., 

O.B.E., c/o R.W.F., Brecon. 
Lieut.Colonel P. A. Dewar, O.B.E., 

Bridge of Teith, Doone, Stirling
shire. 

Lieut.Colonel E. J. Savage, O.B.E., 
7 Plough Lane, Purley, Surrey. 

S.S.M. M. F. Watts, Room 339, 
Metropole Buildings, London, 
W.C.2. 

5191390 S/Sgt. D. J. Cannock, Room 
339, Metropole Buildings, London, 
W.C.2. 

Hon. Secretary : Major B. Hunter 
Dobbie, Old Priors, Partridge 
Green, East Grinstead, Sussex. 

3. There will be NO annual subscription. Life 
membership fees are :— 

Officers ... ... ... 15s. Od. 
W.O.s and Sergeants ... 3s. Od. 
Corporals and Privates ... Is. 6d. 

which should be sent to the Hon. 
Secretary (address as above). 

4. On receipt of subscription a book containing 
names and addresses of all those who have 
joined (1,500) will be sent to new 
members. 

Albuhera Day Greetings. 
Colonel, The Buffs [Royal East Kent Regiment), 

Canterbury. 
All ranks Royal Fusiliers send best wishes to 

all ranks The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment) 
in commemoration of Albuhera Day. 

COLONEL OF THE ROYAL FUSILIERS. 

Colonel, The Buffs, Canterbury. 
The East Surrey Regiment sends greetings 

to The Buffs on anniversary of Albuhera. 
COLONEL, SURREYS. 

Correspondence. 
The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada, 

University Avenue Armouries, 
Toronto, Canada. 

3rd April, 1947. 
The Editor, "The Dragon', 

Depot, The Buffs, 
Canterbury, England. 

Dear Sir, 
It is always the pleasure of the Mess to read 

through the latest issue of The Dragon ; and 
that pleasure is considerably enhanced because 
of the friendships between The Buffs and 
ourselves renewed during the war. The activities 
of the various battalions, as reported in your 
paper, certainly indicates that, as ever, The 
Buffs are well to the fore. 

It may be of interest to your readers to know 
that The Queen's Own Rifles has been re
organized for peacetime activities under the 
command of Lieut.Colonel J. W. McClain, 
O.B.E., E.D., and training has been proceeding 
steadily. Specialization is the keynote and is 
resulting in keen interest on the part of all 
ranks. The exofficers have given the Regiment 
every support and we look forward to the 
future with every confidence 

The Toronto Garrison Officers reorganized 
their baseball league last Fall. The games are 
played in the Armouries every Saturday night 
during the winter. Refreshments and dancing 
follow, so spectators as well as players enjoy a 
well roundedout evening. This year eight teams 
were entered from the various Regiments and 
Services. The final game of the playoffs was 
held on Saturday, 22nd March, and resulted, 
after one of the most exciting games ever 
played in the Armouries, in a win for the 
Queen's Own by a score of 76. So, in the initial 
postwar season, with the baseball championship 
won, we feel that our recreational activities too 
are off to a a good start. 

Colonel A. E. Kirkpatrick, V.D., has recently 
retired as Hon. Lieut.Colonel of the Regiment. 
In his place Brigadier J. G. Spragge, D.S.O., 
O.B.E., E.D., a wartime Commander of the 
Regiment, well known to many officers of The 
Buffs, has been appointed. 

Wishing The Dragon every success, 

I am, 
Yours truly, 

W. T. BURNARD, 
Major, 

President, Mess Committee. 
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Dear Sir, 

c/o A. Agaliotis & Co., 
19 Churchill Street, 

Athens. 
25th April, 1947. 

Many thanks for your kind letter of April 1st. 
I cannot find words to express my appreci

ation for adding my name in the complimentary 
list of The Dragon. 

Believe me, I feel very honoured to have 
served with the 1st Battalion, The Buffs, in 
Kilkis, the very same territory where the 2nd 
Battalion had distinguished itself in World 
War I. 

It is a known fact to the succeeding Greek 
generations that the British Soldier will be 
above all, to them, intimately connected with 
the deepest heartfelt indebtedness who sup
ported their struggles for Liberty and Evolution. 

Hardships and sacrifices shared in common 
in the present and past wars fortified the ties 
between our two Nations. 

Up there in Macedonia a modest inscription 
reminds the passer by the sacrifices accom
plished by unknown British Soldiers—reposing 
now in eternal peace in the friendly Greek 
soil—who fell there in effort to defend the 
frontiers of civilisation. 

My only wish is that such ties as these that 
unite our Nations are destined to live for ever. 

Yours faithfully, 
SYDNEY CONSTANTINIDIS, 

Lt., R. Gk. Ter. Army, 
G.L.O., 1st Buffs (Kilkis). 

Major A.J. Peareth, 
The Buffs, 

Editor <(The Dragon 
P.S.—I thank you very much for The Dragon 

of March, which I have just received. 

14460838 Pte. Meakins, A. (ExBuffs), 
1st Battalion, D.L.I., 

"C" Company, 
B.F.G. 

April 2nd, 1947. 
The Editor, "The Dragon". 
Dear Sir, 

Now I am an exBuff, I would like you to put what 
I am going to write in your Regimental Paper. 

I joined the 1st Battalion, The Buffs in Italy, and 
served with them while they were in Trieste, and then 
we moved to Greece, to a place called Kilkis. 

Well, I can say there is no finer regiment in the 
British Army than The Buffs, and I don't think there 
ever will be. The 1st Battalion, I can say, was a fine 

lot of lads and officers, and the spirit was very high, 
even at the worst of times. I can say I never had a 
dull moment in the 1st. And I wish it was still going, 
as it's done a great job through the war. 

Well, we won't let The Buffs badge go. We have still 
got them and we are going to keep them, because The 
Buffs badge is not just a badge, it is an honour and a 
privilege to hold such a fine record. The 1st Battalion, 
The Buffs in Greece was wellknown to the Greeks as 
60 Company, to be the finest and smartest regiment ever 
to be in Greece, and we are not forgotten by the people 
here now we are in the D.L.I. They still remember 
60 Company, known as The Buffs. And we still keep the 
standard of the Regiment up. 

It's true now what they say, "Once a Buff, always a 
Buff". And I hope you get another 1st Battalion like 
it. 

I wish all the Regulars Godspeed wherever they go, 
and to the Regulars of my old battalion, wherever 
they go, and hope they remember us, as we will never 
forget them. And the lads send their best wishes to 
the C.O. of the 1st, and he will remember the good old 
days we spent with him ; and we wish there were more 
like him. 

Yours truly, 
PTE. MEAKINS (exBuffs), and 
PTE. W. THUNDOW (exBuffs). 

The Buffs War Memorial Fund, 
1939—1945. 

'"PHE objects of the Memorial are :— 
* (a) A Book of Life in which will be inscribed 

the names of those in The Buffs and the Queen's 
Own Rifles of Canada who lost their lives in 
the recent war. 

(£) To contribute towards the cost of placing 
suitable stained glass in the windows of the 
Warriors' Chapel. 

(c) To erect an altar in the Warriors' Chapel, 
so that it may become a place for meditation 
and prayer and for occasional services. 

This altar, properly furnished, will be in 
memory of all who have ever served in The 
Buffs. 

Donations should be sent to the Hon. 
Treasurer, The Buffs War Memorial Fund, 
Depot The Buffs, Canterbury, Kent. The 
target is £5,000. Please help us to attain this. 

£ s. d. 
Major and Mrs. Harry Jackson ... ... 5 0 0 
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. H. S. Knocker ... 5 0 0 
Major H. L. Archer Houblon ... ... 10 0 0 
Dover Branch Ladies' Guild, Past and Present 

Association ... ... ... ... ... 2 2 0 
Captain R. H. Bloomer ... ... ... 2 2 0 
Mr. A. J. Carpenter ... ... ... ... 1 1 0 
J. R. Reeves, Esq 22 0 
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. N. S. Hart ... ... 5 0 0 

Total to date £1,748 5 3 
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The Past and Present 
Association. 

Life Members. 
APRIL 1ST—30TH, 1947. 

London Branch.—Leasor, T. J.., Daly, Capt. F. J. 
H.Q. Roll.—Jeffery, C., Willett, F., Palmer, F., 

Whatson, R., Zimmiman, P., Watson, K., Pace, R., 
Browning, J., Bowyer, Lieut. J. F., Pacy, Lieut. R. J. H., 
Roberts, Lieut. J. E. D. 

Annual Members. 
APRIL 1ST—30TH, 1947. 

London Branch.—McKay, —., Browning, A. R 
Weald Branch.—Thomson, R. E. 
Faversham Branch.—Harris, F. R. 
H.Q. Roll.—Gaston, R. K., Newell, Lieut. T. W., 

Boston, Lieut. R. M., Barrett, Lieut. D. P. R., Howe, 
Lieut. L. G., Clarke, E., Barling, H., Hilditch, Lieut. 
C. A. 

Benevolent Fund. 
DONATION. 

April 10. Lieut.Col. H. P. P. Robertson... 

GRANTS. 

April 1. 

l! 
2. 
4. 

18. 
19. 
19. 
22. 
22. 
24. 
25. 

£ s. d. 
10 0 

£ s. d. 
4 6 

4 12 6 
2 0 0 
2 0 0 
5 0 0 
1 0 0 
2 0 0 
5 0 0 
3 0 0 
5 0 0 
4 0 0 

World War 1939 Charitable Fund. 
GRANTS. 

April 1 
4 
4 
4 

18 
18 
18 
18 
18. 
21 

1 10 0 

£ 8. d. 
3 0 0 
3 0 0 
4 0 0 
5 0 0 
1 1 2 
1 8 6 
3 0 0 
3 0 0 
3 0 0 
3 0 0 

London Branch. 
A Meeting of the London Branch was held at 

the Prince Alfred, Tufton Street, on Saturday, 
19th April last, with ViceChairman G. J. 
Emery in the Chair, supported by Colonel 
Chas. Vaughan. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read, 
confirmed and signed. 

The members stood in silence to the memory 
of the late Mr. J. H. Tutt. (Our late comrade 
was no connection of Mr. "Tommy" Tutt, 
whom we are pleased to say is keeping very 
fit notwithstanding his advanced age.) 

FINANCE.—Major Enright explained for the 
benefit of the younger members how the funds 
of the branch were obtained, and the different 
accounts separated. 

The Dragon.—Members were asked to give 
greater support to The Dragon by ordering it 
and having it sent from Canterbury ; it was 
proposed that application forms be obtained 
and distributed each meeting night. At present, 
Major Enright sent out by post a large number 
from his house, which entailed a lot of work. 
The suggestion of the Chairman to fill in the 
forms and pay for The Dragon for a half year 
or year ; the forms and money would go to 
Canterbury. 

YOUNGER MEMBERS.—It was thought that 
there were a large number of young Buffs 
residing in the London Area who were either 
not members of the Association, or if they were, 
did not attend the meetings. This was not 
good enough and there must be a reason for it. 
Various suggestions were put forward, some 
dealing with the social side, others that the 
Branch should be more of a Club and a member 
of the Club to pay 2/6 a year. The younger 
members present were mostly in favour. 
Snowball Manning said that up to the war the 
Branch had splendid social gatherings in the 
room they were in at that time, and he and his 
family organised them with their own orchestral 
band combined with the talent in the Branch. 
He felt it was up to the younger members to 
do the same. Mr. E. Tong also spoke, likewise 
Mr. Eddy Shute. Major Enright gave his view 
that if anyone had the real Buff spirit he would 
attend the Meetings. Mr. Tony Mason, said 
he did not agree with Major Enright for the 
reason that if the younger members had not 
the spirit, they would not have won the war. 
What the younger members wanted was not 
to listen to old Battles, but more social activity, 
sport, football, etc. Major Enright made the 
further point that if a member of the Association 
had paid his subscription he was entitled by 
right to attend any gathering whether a Club 
Member or not; he was definitely opposed to 
the idea. 

CENOTAPH ARRANGEMENTS.—The arrange
ments for the Cenotaph Parade were announced. 
The Colonel of the Regiment will lay the 
wreath. 
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VISIT TO MEDWAY BRANCH.—The Assistant 
Secretary, Mr. R. J. Collins, gave out the 
details. The coaches would leave Tufton 
Street at 3.30 p.m. on Saturday, 26th April, and 
return at 10.30 p.m. 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY, AUGUST 10TH.—The 
question of proceeding by train or coach was 
mentioned and an announcement deferred until 
next meeting night. 

AREA REPRESENTATIVES.—Major Enright 
spoke of his difficulty in getting anyone to 
visit a Buff in S. Pancras' Hospital and said 
this difficulty was new ; before the war we had 
Area Representatives in all postal districts— 
now we had not. He called for volunteers. 

OUR CHAIRMAN.—Owing to train facilities 
not being too good, it was with regret that 
Lieut.Colonel J. R. P. Williams had to leave 
Tufton Street before the Meeting. The Vice
Chairman, Captain G. J. Emery said that our 
Chairman thought that as it was impossible 
for him to preside at the Meetings he should 
resign; he felt, however, the members had 
different views, as the Colonel was not only 
so well known and liked by all Buffs and 
particularly by the younger Buffs, but the 
fact that he was Chairman was a great asset 
to the London Branch. It was the wish of the 
Members that Colonel Williams should retain 
the Chair of the London Branch. 

WELCOME.—The following, attending for the 
first time, were welcomed into the London 
Branch : Lieut, and Q.M. Rowcliffe, late 1st 
Battalion, Messrs. Ashby, Knight, McKay and 
Waller. 

HERE AND THERE. 

We have received a lovely letter from Colonel 
L. C. R. Messell in which, speaking of the 
destruction caused by fire to his beautiful 
home, "Nymans", says, "Still, we look forward 
with hope and confidence, and backwards with 
grateful hearts for many blessings." 

These are words which we all should keep 
before us in all our troubles and difficulties. 

It is with regret we hear that we shall not see 
our beloved President and Chairman quite so 
frequently now he is resident so far out of town. 
Captain Emery will act in his stead as necessary. 

Colonel Vaughan was looking very fit at the 
April Meeting and we think is putting on weight. 

We were pleased to see Snowball Manning 
looking much better and his remarks about the 
old days were perfectly true. 

The reply of Tony Mason to Major Enright's 
criticism, or rather suggestion, as to the younger 
members' nonattendance, was well delivered, 
although we think Tony missed the point, and 
stamps him as a genuine and enthusiastic 
member. Major Enright referred to "the 
younger members who did not attend the 
meetings and not to those who did". 

The new members who came along included 
Mr. Knight, whose father, Reg. No. 5467, the 
late Mr. "Bogey" Knight, was a member of the 
London Branch. Also Mr. Ashby, the son of a 
wellknown and esteemed old Buff, who also 
passed over. 

We hear that Tony King, who served in the 
9th Battalion, and who was eventually com
missioned into the Royal Sussex Regiment, 
sails for South Africa on 1st May. We all wish 
Tony, who is a life member, God speed, and 
every blessing and prosperity in his new 
undertaking, and he will be kept in touch. 

Captain Pitkin asks us to remember him to 
all his old friends. He is, at the time of writing, 
still with the 1st Battalion. 

Lieut. Wardle also sends his best to the 
younger brigade who remember him ; he writes, 
"It will upset me greatly if—when the 1st 
Battalion temporarily disappears—I am posted 
outside the Regiment. 

Captain Erny Carter, we hear, has not been 
too fit recently and we trust that the Summer 
weather will soon pull him round. 

We were pleased to see "Dusty" Ruler, who 
travelled up from Crowhurst to the last meeting. 
He was soon tucked in conversation with Harry 
Havel and Billy Everitt. 

Also glad to see Postman Martin—not looking 
too bad—after his sojourn in hospital. The 
same remark applies to "young" Potter, whose 
father sends good wishes to all Buffs. 

Our really first postwar year has been very 
successful. At Christmas we were able through 
the generosity to send to our needy friends 
and widows amounts to a total of £50. The 
Benevolent Fund in grants, comforts to Buffs 
in hospital and funeral wreaths expended 
£21 2s. Od. This is due to the Annual Appeal, 
which amounted to £113 18s. 4d. The balance 
over helped to cover the Branch expenses. 
Thank you all. 

In so far as other receipts and expenditure 
it must be borne in mind that all subscriptions 
for membership and sale of badges are sent in 
toto to Canterbury. Last year these items 
amounted to: Subscriptions, £25 18s. 0d. ; 
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Badges, £1 4s. Od. ; and we pride ourselves on 
the purchase of the Regimental Journal, The 
Dragon, in a sum of £23 10s. Od., which is in 
addition to the many subscribers of the Branch 
who receive the journal direct from the Editor. 

We look forward to a vast number of the 
younger members rolling into the Branch in 
increasing numbers. The Flag has flown high 
and must be kept at the top of the pole. Major 
Enright will very shortly hand over his twenty
one years of work to a younger member, and 
it will be up to us all to give the same loyal 
support to his successor. 

September 6th next is the anniversary of 
the formation of the London Branch. Let us 
celebrate the great occasion. We have lived up 
to the trust imposed upon us by the Executive 
Committee at that time—"There is no objection 
to your forming a Branch, but the Executive 
hope that if there is a Branch formed in the 
Association, it will always bear in mind the 
good name of our Regiment." 

J.E.E. 

Ladies Guild 
Dover Branch. 

The Meeting day has been changed to the 
second Tuesday of the month and will in future 
be held at the Cooperative Hall, which is over 
the Cooperative Cafe in Biggin Street. 

The Guild will welcome any new members 
who care to attend and feel sure that there 
must be a number of wives or mothers of the 
younger generation of Buffs who would like to 
take an interest in the Guild. 

APRIL. 
A large number of the Branch were present 

when London arrived at 6 p.m. After greetings 
had been exchanged and a glass or two of 
Truman's had been consumed, all members 
proceeded to the Club Room where our visitors 
were officially welcomed, by Mr. Cox, Chairman. 
All present were then asked to stand in silence 

while tribute was paid to our late Colonelin
Chief, the King of Denmark. 

After this the piles of eats seemed to attract 
everyone's attention. After appetites had been 
satisfied the main items commenced. The 
programme entailed a men's darts match 
upstairs, and ladies' darts match downstairs. 
The men's game did not produce anything 
startling. I think the highest score being 76, 
the game went to one all, Medway eventually 
winning the last leg, and so ran out winners. 
The ladies' game provided more excitement, 
and our girls proved too good for London. 
Then on to the eats again, of which there were 
ample. In the meantime, Mr. Daw had 
organised a draw for a lovely basket of fruit, 
containing pineapple, grapes, oranges, apples, 
etc., the winner being one of the ladies from 
London. We then had a monologue by Mr. E. 
Shute on joining the Army, which caused quite 
a bit of laughter. 

And all too soon came the time for departure. 
Captain Emery voiced his thanks on behalf of 
London for the good time had by everybody, 
followed by Major Enright, who rattled off a 
few old Buffs names who came from Chatham 
who have since passed on. Major Peareth also 
had a few words to say, followed by Mr. Jim 
Collins, the London Branch Sports Secretary, 
and then one more little drink before embarking 
on their return journey. I think everybody 
had a wonderful evening ; plenty to eat and 
drink, the rolls being delicious. We hope that 
Jock enjoyed his on the way back to London. 

The two Chelsea Pensioners, Mount and 
Norman, seemed to be quite comfortable down 
in the bar with plenty of beer round them. 

The photograph of the two branches made a 
good picture and should make a good print in 
a future issue of The Dragon. 

We were sorry that Barnes and Martin could 
not be with us and hope they are soon restored 
to good health again. 

Don't forget that the Branch will be pro
ceeding to Canterbury on August 10th for the 
Memorial Service. 

May we have more support from members ? 
We cannot get on with our suggested programme 
with the few that are usually there, so roll up, 
please, Medway. 

Your Sports Secretary is full of ideas and 
wants to get going. 

It is regretted that we could not accept 
Sittingbourne's invitation for 31st May, it 
being our Annual General Meeting night. 

Medway Branch 
Minutes of a meeting held in March at the 

Brickmaker's Arms. 
The Chairman was absent and apologies were 

made on his behalf. The Secretary, together 
with the Hon. Treasurer and a few members 
went through the small amount of business 
which comprised the proposed visit of London 
Branch. It was agreed that owing to the early 
arrival of our visitors the April meeting should 
be cancelled. And so ended the meeting. 
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I am sorry to hear that Captain Hedgland 
is unable to attend for a few months, his 
business having taken him out of the district. 

A vote of thanks to the host and hostess of 
the Brickmaker's for the great assistance given 
during the visit of London Branch. 

Here's best wishes to all members of the 
Association. Cheerio. 

A.J.M. 

Ramsgate Branch. 
Our Branch had a good meeting, a mixture 

of veterans, middle spread merchants (191418) 
and the recently "demobbed". Talking about 
veterans, Bert Tester will be pleased to know 
"Jeff" and a host of the 6th attend our meetings 
regularly. Ernie Birch is getting better, "He 
sits up and takes notice". 

Major Rose, I hear, is giving up Diamonds 
and going in for "Turnips", meaning, of course, 
changing from a Jeweller to a Farmer. We 
wish him the best of luck in his new venture. 

Short and sweet my notes, but Ramsgate to 
all Buffs send their best wishes. 

Now for the Meeting report :— 
There was a good attendance at the monthly 

meeting of the Ramsgate Branch of the Past 
and Present Association, The Buffs, held at 
the Freemason's Tavern, High Street, Rams
gate, on 18th April, 1947. 

Mr. E. H. Swendell presided and supporting 
him were Major A. J. H. Taylor, Capt. R. 
Morgan, M.C., Major H. D. Rose, Capt. N. 
Taylor, Capt. M. Smith, Capt. W. Barton, 
Capt. H. Knight, Lieut. B. A. J. Divers, and 
Mr. B. E. Knott (Hon. Secretary). 

The Chairman extended a welcome to officers 
and members, and said he was pleased to see 
such a good attendance. This time of the year 
members were busy at their gardens and to 
give up a light evening to give their support, 
was a sure sign of their interest in the Branch. 

Mr. Swendell made mention of the illness of 
Messrs. Dray, Playford and Elson, and expressed 
the Branch's sympathy and wished these 
members a speedy recovery from their illness. 

The Hon. Secretary read a letter from Major 
H. D. Rose stating his regret at having to 
resign as Branch Treasurer, the reason being 
that the Major, having sold his business, .was 
leaving the town. 

Major Taylor, the Branch President, in a 
brief speech, stated how the Branch would miss 
Major Rose. Every member knew the amount 
of work he had done. 

TREASURER'S RESIGNATION. 
The speaker proposed a vote of thanks to 

Major Rose and that the resignation be accepted 
with regret. He was sure every member's best . 
wishes were with the Major in his retirement. 

Mr. J. Johnson seconded the proposition, 
which was carried with enthusiasm. 

Replying, Major Rose thanked the Branch 
for its good wishes and said it was his intention 
to travel to Ramsgate to all their meetings. He 
would keep his interest and support. 

Capt. W. Barton was elected to fill the 
vacancy of Treasurer. Mr. Swendell affirmed 
that no better choice could be made and the 
Branch appreciated Capt. Barton's acceptance. 

Capt. R. Morgan stated that the Branch had 
accepted the Sandwich Branch's invitation for 
the Ramsgate Branch to visit Sandwich on 
May 13th. He hoped a good number would 
attend, as a good welcome was assured from 
Sandwich. 

The Folkestone Branch were paying Rams
gate a visit on Friday, 16th May. Capt. Morgan, 
Social Chairman, was making arrangements to r 

make this visit a pleasant and memorable 
occasion. 

Letters of apology for absence were read 
from Messrs. T. Elson and T. Dray. 

At the conclusion of the business proceedings, 
refreshments were served by the Buff host, 
Dick Atkins, and the remainder of the evening 
was spent in reviving old comradeships. 

B.E.K. 

Margate Branch. 
It seems but a very little while since we 

were complaining of the bitter weather, and the 
Branch meetings were conducted with as many 
members as possible gathered closely round the 
fire. At the meeting on Wednesday, 7th May, 
at the "George and Dragon", Charlotte Square, 
the twenty or so members present, with Captain 
Tilleard in the Chair, were able to attend to the 
business of the Branch in a comfortable, and 
surprisingly clear atmosphere. There have been 
occasions in the past, when from our remote 
seat, the figures of the Chairman, Secretary, 
and Branch Officials have been only faintly 
discernible through the blue haze from cigarettes 
and pipes, reminiscent of a smoke screen. Now, 
thanks (?) to Mr. Dalton, visibility is good. 

We were pleased to welcome as new members, 
Mr. Sayers and Mr. Setterfield, who together 
with Messrs. Jarrett and Richards, have been 
enrolled. 
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B RYM AY 
SAFETY 

MATCHES 

THE MATCH FOR THE 
BRITISH FORCES 

BRITISH MADE BY BRYANT & MAY 

PEACETIME ROUTINE  

On Service or in civil life, 
regular ENO beats restrictive 
routine. The bodily system 
needs a gentle corrective to 
the strains of unnatural living 
conditions. For over 70 years 
men and women everywhere 
have relied on ENO—invigora
ting, effervescent, alkaline, 
gently aperient. Make ENO 
your routine for health! 

ENO'S 
(FRUIT SALT' 
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The Questions You Ask.. 4 

Me 
OtitHA 

Haafi 

YOU DO . . . Naafi is YOUR show. 
Through your Institute Committee 
YOU have a direct voice in the 
running of your unit canteen. Every 
month a cash rebate on purchases in 
your Naafi is returned to your P.R.I. 
or P.S.I, who spends it for the com
munal benefit of the unit, in accord
ance with the recommendations of 
your Institute Committee. One month 
the money may be spent on a wireless 
set for your hut, another time it may 
be used to buy sports equipment, or 

to provide free transport to a dance or sports meeting. Some of the money may be set aside for 
the purchase of newspapers or magazines for your reading room, and your special social events 
are probably paid for out of Naafi rebate. 

Naafi has no shareholders and no private capital. It is entirely self-supporting and makes no 
appeal for public subscriptions. Naafi pays its way on commercial lines, returning all profits to its 
Service customers either in rebate, discount, special amenities, Clubs or grants to Service Welfare 
and Benevolent Funds. 

Naafi policy is directed by a council of twelve. Presided over by Admiral Sir Harold 
M. Burroughs, K.C.B., K.B.E., D.S.O., this council consists of four representatives nominated by 
each of the Service Ministries. Actual administration is in the hands of a Board of Management, 
comprising of a serving officer from each of the Services and four civilians from the world of 41 big 
business." 

Naafi, greatest trading organisation of its kind in the world, does Its utmost to give the serving 
man what he wants in his own canteen. 

NAAFI 
(Official canteen organisation of H.M. Forces in war and peace) 

RUXLEY TOWERS, CLAYGATE, ESHER, SURREY 
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It is hoped that, consequent on the reforming 
of the 4th (T.A.) Battalion, we may be fortunate 
enough to find a new home in one of the Drill 
Halls in the Borough. 

Our subscription cards for The Buffs War 
Memorial Fund have to date brought in 
approximately £9, and we hope to greatly 
increase our effort in the future. 

Finally, best of luck to all Buffs—and, 
members, do roll up to Branch meetings ! 

Canterbury Branch. 
The monthly meeting of the Canterbury 

Branch was held at Rhodaus Town on 2nd 
May. Mr. L. F. Parratt presided. 

It was agreed that the annual outing should 
be to Hastings, an^ members were asked to 
reserve their seats as early as possible. 

The Faversham Branch visits us on May 
17th, and we hope to go over to the Folkestone 
Branch early in June. 

Play has started in the Bat and Trap League, 
and it is hoped that as many members as 
possible will give their support. 

The next monthly meeting takes place on 
6th June. 

Sandwich Branch. 
About 25 members attended the meeting 

held at The Ship Inn on 13th May, 1947, 
Lieut.Colonel Willows being in the Chair. 
A letter was read from Major Ward, reference 
to leaving Sandwich. The Branch sends many 
thanks for most loyal service in the past and 
wish them both good luck in the future. 

It was proposed that Major A. J. H. Taylor 
be our group representative, also to agree to 
Meritorious Bars. 

The meeting was rather short on account of 
a visit from Ramsgate Branch, who were fully 
charged and awaiting a grand evening at darts 
and singing, Sandwich winning by 5 games to 
4. I have enclosed names of both teams to 
keep for reference in The Dragon. It is to be 
noted that our Chairman, LieutColonel 
Willows, had the first game in hand. After the 
dart match a nice little singsong was heard 
and went on until lights out. The Sandwich 
Branch thanks the Ramsgate Branch for a 
tiptop evening and Sandwich hopes to pay a 
return visit in the near future. 

Our next meeting being July 15th at the 
King's Arms. 

continued on p. 125 

2nd Battalion. 
SPORT of all types has 

been well to the fore 
during the past month. 
First there was the Inter
Company Novices' Boxing 
Competition. For this we 
managed to obtain the use 
of a firstclass ring in the 
theatre of one of the clubs 
in town. Preliminary heats 
were held on March 31st 
and the semifinals and 
finals on April 1st. For the 
finals the C.O. obtained the 
services of Comd. (E.) Allen, 
R.N., who has been a keen 

follower of services boxing for many years. 
In addition to the competition bouts, two 
exhibition fights were staged, one by two lads 
from 1st Devons, the other by Ptes. Petersen 
and Barrago, both of "A" Company. At the 
end of a very enjoyable evening Lieut.Colonel 
Bruce gave us a brief outline of boxing in the 
Battalion in the past and told us that this 
Competition was the beginning, and that bigger 
and better things were to come. 

Earlier in the month a triangular Athletic 
Meeting was held between 3rd Commando 
Brigade, a combined R.N.R.A.F. team and 
the Army. Several Buffs were selected for the 
Army team and among the winners were 
2/Lieut. Broadley, 440 yards, 2/Lieut. Jackson, 
880 yards, after a very good race in which 
Capt. Pearne, R.M., finished a very close 
second, and Ptes. Larsen and Vangstrup, who 
won the Putting the Weight and Discus 
respectively. 

The Officers' Mess had its "house warming" 
in the form of a cocktail party on March 22nd. 
Owing to a slight indisposition H.E. The 
Governor was unable to attend, but Lady 
Young and Miss Young were present. Among 
the Guests were several who remembered the 
Buffs being here in Hong Kong in 1910, including 
Mrs. MacGregor, who used to have Buff and 
Blue as her racing colours. The Government 
of Hong Kong as well as all services and units 
in the colony were well represented. The Mess 
had been made to look very pretty with flowers, 
Chinese lanterns, etc., and much hard work 
was put in by the Mess Sergeant, Sgt. Sanderson, 
and the Party Committee which started off 
under the guidance of Major Clive Bossom and 
then under Capt. John Russell. 



Sitting : Capt. the Rev. R. A. Harper ; Capts. D. E. Evans, K. M. Cole ; Majors C. Bossomf B. J. HarrisSt. John (2nd i/c) ; 
the C.O. (Lt.Col. R. F. Parry, M.C.) ; Majors E. L. C. Edlmann, M.C., L. G. Gardner ; Capts. I. E. Gamble, M.C., L. E Arnold 
and T. Smith, R.A.M.C. ' 
Standing : 

First Row : 2/Lt. D. L. Nash ; Lts. A. F. Crane, A. J. Aldridge, R. I. H. LloydJones, F. H. Knight, A. W. Berrvman R. P. 
Usherwood, K. E. Foot ; Capts. M. Barton, and J. A. Sutcliffe. 

Second Row : 2/Lieuts. E. A. F. Lock, D. F. Murphy ; Lieuts. P. Tnnnell, R. S. T. Ager ; 2/Lieuts. H. RockdeBesombes 
R. S. Burrows, K. C. Eastman, and R. Stratford Tuke. 

Third Row : 2/Lts. P. O. Reeves, P. J. Webster, E. C. Y. Searle, A. R. Baker, M. Wilson, M. T. L. Thomas, C. W Tamlin 
Lt. A. G: P. Crane, and 2/Lt. M. V. Herbert. 
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The horse racing season is now in full swing 
in the Colony and at each meeting the first is 
for services jockeys. Our representative in this 

, has been the C.O. Up to date he has not 
managed to get a place, but we are still hoping. 
Last time he was out he finished fourth. There 
are rumours that he intends to get his own 

* horse then perhaps we shall see him leading 
the field. 

The Battalion Cricket Team is having quite 
a successful season. The only game it has 
lost so far was against the Devons and that 
was with a rather weakened team. The star 
of the team has been Capt. Russell, who has 
returned some really firstclass bowling analyses, 
the best being 5 wickets for 7 runs against 
27 Field Regiment, R.A. Pte. Bunting has 
also been a great help and his 81 not out 
against H.M.S. Tamar, the R.N. shore establish
ment, was very pretty cricket. 

The Football Team is still on top of its form, 
although in their game against a Chinese team 
they were a little bit Outclassed. Still, it was a 
good experience, as the Chinese teams seem to 
play a very different type of game from the 
British teams. 

During the month we have lost Lieuts. 
* Emmett and Hartey to H.Q. Land Forces. 

It is whispered that "Tich" Emmett will 
shortly get his captaincy. Congratulations 
Geoff, in anticipation. Major Clive Bossom 
has gone to America on leave for a month. 
The good news of his repromotion was cabled 
to him whilst he was on the ship. LIAP has 
once again taken its toll and during the month 
Lieuts. Knight, Aldridge Toby, George Crane 
and Ager left from the Battalion, and Charles 
Hamilton went direct from a course in India. 
Now waiting for a boat are Lieuts. Berryman, 
Webber and Willox. We hope they will have a 
really good leave and that the weather will be 
a bit warmer for them. Lieut. Dick Goodenough 
has left on release and Keith Foot is away on 
the next boat. Good luck to them in their 
civilian life. In spite of this comparatively 
large exodus of officers we can still manage to 
muster about forty actually with the Battalion. 
We hear Major Ernest Edlmann is on his way 
back, also Lieut. Peter Wilson. Once again 
rumours are rife that Capt. WoganBrowne 
has left Australia, but we have heard this so 
often before that we now take the news with 
a pinch of salt. 

Sergeants' Mess. 
This month finds the Mess still split up with the 

detachment at Lye Mun and the Main Mess at Murray 
Barracks. 

Next month will find a small detachment at Murray 
and the main Mess at Stanley Barracks, on the other 
side of the island from our present location. The barracks 
at Stanley Fort are the more modern and members are 
looking forward to the move. 

A series of darts and table tennis matches have been 
played during the month, both "Home" and "Away", 
the majority of these versus the R.N. Dockyard 
Recreational Club—the less said about the results, the 
better ! 

This has had far from a disheartening effect upon the 
enthusiasts, however, and the dart board and table tennis 
table are always fully occupied by such performers as 
the R.S.M., C.S.M. "Bert Barrow Boy" (sorry, Alex) 
Batson, C/Sgt. "Smudger" Smith, C/Sgt. "G 10" Palmer, 
C/Sgt. "Taffy" Huntley and Sgts. Devlin Jackson, 
"Ghee" Oliver, "Tich" Bur goyne and "Jock" Sanderson. 

Congratulations to the following on promotion : 
George Coleman to C.S.M. ; and "Taffy Huntley, 
"G 10" Palmer and "Bangers" Day to C/Sgts. ; and to 
the following new members :—Sgts. Rose, Taylor, 
Sibley, Herbert and our R.E.M.E. Armourer, Sgt. 
Goodenough. 

We have said goodbye to old friends in the form of 
C.S.M. "S—r" Garratty, Sgts. Zeck, Trapp (R.E.M.E.), 
"Ginger" Gasson, Len Price and "Spike" Jones, who 
have all left for release. We wish them the very best 
of luck in civilian life. 

C.S.M. "Ginger" Mawson has left us for about four 
months on a wellearned L.I.L.O.P. Sgts. Tubby ^ 
Moore, Roy Jenner, Bill Herbert and C.S.M. "Silky" 
Coleman were drawn from the hat for L.I.A.P. and left 
on the Alcantara. 

As far as we are concerned, C.S.M. Bernard Farmer 
may have been drawn for the leave scheme, because he 
is rarely to be found in the Mess these days, owing to an 
outside attraction, this being "Our Betty", Sgt. Warren 
of the A.T.S., who has graced the Mess on two or three 
occasions by her presence. 

Your correspondent can hear bells in the distance, 
so stand by with the rice, chaps ! 

The visit of the C.inC. S.E.A.L.F. was the chief 
ceremonial occasion when Sir Neill Ritchie visited Hong 
Kong and the New Territories. The R.S.M. was m his 
customary position with the Regimental Colour Party, 
the escort being C/Sgts. "Mick" Major and "G 10" 
Palmer. 

C.S.M.s Percival and Farmer and Sgts. Rose and Moss 
were members of the Guard. 

MajorGeneral Erskine, G.O.C. Hong Kong Land 
Forces, congratulated the R.S.M. on the smart drill and 
turnout of "the Guard of Honour. 

The Band of the West Yorkshire Regiment was in 
attendance, ably led by those two stalwarts of the 14th, 
Bandmaster "Chalky" White and Sgt. "Spud" Murphy. 

These notes could not be closed without a reference 
to R.S.M. "Nutty" Edwards, Royal Signals, who is 
attached to us while working for the War Crimes 
Investigation Unit. Don't forget, "Nutty — Begone, 
dull care " ! 

Your correspondent signs off now with a familiar call . 
" Two and two, Cobby, please !" 

The best of luck and good fortune to all Buffs every
where from the members of the Sergeants Mess of the 
2nd Battalion. 



Sitting; C/Sgt. G. Smith ; C.S.M.'s B. Farmer, A. Amos ; Major B. J. HarrisSt. John (2nd i/c) ; R.S.M. S. Moore ; the C.O. 
(Lt.Col. R. F. Parry, M.C.) ; C.S.M. s R. Mawson, A. Batson, R. Garratty, R. Percival. 

KFSgr' f' ,Ma]°,c:.Sgr; J'JraPP '« FM;E ). J Organ, D. Ovenden, H. Oliver, G. Clarke, L. Allen, M.M., R. 
Palmer, J. Webb, C. Zeck ; C/Sgts. D. Gilbey, B. Hutchins. 

Second Row :Sgts. F. Dodson, M.M., R. Jenner, J. Wragg, R. Card, R. Gasson, R. Price, L. Hisgrove, G. Ellis, H. Tones 
K. JJavies, G. Coleman. J ' 

Third Row : Sgts. A. Finnigan, B. Smith, C. Webber, G. Loveridge, R. Dickson, R. Soanes, N. James, A. Baker, J. Moore. 
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For shaving when in a hurry it is marvellous 
—a perfect shave in two minutes. No water 
seeded, but if you have water, moisten your 
lace before using Shavex. You can shave in 
a quarter of the time that it takes with soap 
and brush, and your skin will feel as fresh as 
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"A" Company. 
Well, well—it's amazing how quickly time flies on 

this little island. Our time seems to be marked by the 
writing of these notes and as soon as one month's pleasure 
in writing them is over, we are away with another serve. 

This month has not really been one of advent. Just 
like any other quiet old March, in fact, but having for a 
centrepiece very entertaining Athletics Meetings. 
The InterServices Athletic Meeting was, of course, some
what larger than its forerunner, the Battalion Inter
Company Meeting, but in keen contest, fighting hard to 
remain the latter's equal. 

We shan't tell you anything about the InterServices 
Meeting, because no doubt our censor and editor (Capt. 
Cole) will do that thing, but those of "A" Company who 
were successful in their events were 2/Lieut. Jackson, 
1st in 880 yards, and Pte. Christensen, 2nd in putting 
the shot. It was a very enjoyable day and went a lot 
towards the old InterServices spirit. 

Our guards have been lessened somewhat, and now the 
company does have a chance for plenty of sport within 
the company. We have had some very good and very 
amusing "Danker" games. L/Cpl. (Trained Soldier) 
New, as ref., did a good job untangling some very 
tricky problems in hockey. 

We put a "never played before" football team out 
against "D" Company and got thoroughly trounced in 
a good old tussle (the Company Commander says he 
never did like soccer anyway !). At present the "Call 
of the Ring" has seized quite a few of the company, 
and under the guidance of Lieut. Tunnell there seems 
to be some likely boys for the forthcoming Inter
Company Novices' Contest which is to be held early in 
April. 

In the world of sport our company football team has 
managed to remain unbeaten this month, though there 
are fears of "Dog" Company's growing strength. 

We were beaten by them at hockey, but hope to do 
better on a return match soon. 

Swimming is starting again, and our Sports Helmsmen 
are getting their heads together in this particular line. 

The weather may be fine enough soon to commence 
our Sunday picnics again, and this form of entertain 
ment is eagerly awaited. There are some nice beaches 
at Repulse Bay and Sheko. 

We welcome back to the company Ptes. Firman, 
Few, Murphy, Rootes, Hills, back from L.I.A.P., and 
Dorrell and Easton from 2 Division, and say cheerio 
to Ptes. Gilbert and Tinsley, who are homeward bound 
for " Civviedom ''. 

We have had quite a few batches of reinforcements 
and to them we extend a hand of greeting. 

Next month we should be able to give some of you 
readers a personal touch in these notes with a rather 
detailed report on our own Company Athletics Meeting 
which is to be held on April 3rd (actually at the time of 
writing it has been held, but it wouldn't be cricket to 
tell you April's news in March's notes !). 

Easter greetings to all, and we hope to have lots more 
news for you next month. 

4'B" Company. 
The company is still stationed in Lyemun Barracks 

on detachment with H.Q. and "C" Companies. This is 
a delightful spot overlooking the inlet to Hong Kong 
Harbour. From here we watch the ships steam in, 

sometimes bringing reinforcements. When they steam 
out they usually take those who are fortunate enough 
to be due for L.I.A.P. or P.Y.T.H.O.N. 

We are lucky in having a football pitch right in front 
of our company billet, and on this we take on all and 
sundry. Perhaps our best sporting achievement in the 
last month has been the InterCompany Boxing Tourna
ment which took place two days ago. In this we tied 
top place with "A" Company. We congratulate the 
following men of the company on putting up such an 
excellent performance :—Ptes. Jensen, Martin, Webb, 
Odlin, Hill, Brown and Lillis. It was most unfortunate 
that Pte. Lillis had to retire with a twisted ankle at a 
time when he appeared to be winning his fight. In view 
of our success we hope to make a big thing of boxing in 
the future, and get down to some serious training. 

We are already training for the Battalion Athletic 
Sports that are due to take place in May. In this we are 
lucky in having the services of Lieut. Broadley, who 
recently won a very fine 440 yards at the InterServices 
Championships in 56 seconds. It is rumoured that the 
Commanding Officer intends to include a hop, step and 
jump event, and we are endeavouring to find out 
exactly what the drill is for this. We don't intend to 
be caught on the hop and have no entries, or to have 
competitors who don't know what the form is. 

Pte. Bunting continues to knock up mammoth 
scores in the battalion cricket eleven, and 2/Lieut. 
Broadley distinguished himself by hitting two successive 
sixes in a match against H.M.S. Tamar yesterday. 

The Danish Consul recently visited the detachment 
to meet our Danish soldiers. He stayed for nearly two 
hours and had an informal talk with them in the 
N.A.A.F.I. Most of them were interested to discuss 
prospects in Denmark, and abroad, after their release. 

The company is pleased to have had a number of 
N.C.O.'s and men selected to take part in the Guard of 
Honour to the CommanderinChief, who is visiting the 
colony in the near future. These men have been excused 
guards and are doing special training under the R.S.M. 
at Battalion H.Q. 

In closing, we send our best wishes to all other members 
of the Regiment and the Past and Present Association. 

4 4C'' Company. 
During March, the company—with its usual "vigour 

and skill" ! !—has played a number of football and 
hockey matches, won four and lost one. As yet, the 
company has not played any league matches, but has 
several fixtures over the Easter weekend. 

We have been told that we are being moved to 
Stanley Barracks about the middle of this month, an 
event which is being looked forward to by all ranks. 
It is hoped that we shall be able to get some good 
swimming over on that side of the island—a sport which 
up to now has been denied us except in the swimming 
pool, but which, with the weather getting warmer, will 
be very necessary and refreshing. 

Our Company Commander (Major Bossom) left us for 
his trip to America. He appeared in the company on 
his last afternoon in a really fine line in gent's natty 
suiting, much to the envy of officers and men alike. 
Lieut. Twyman has been commanding the company 
since Major Bossom left. We now have a new Second
inCommand (Lieut. Banfield), whom we welcome to 
the company. At the present time, No. 7 Platoon is 
under the command of Lieut. BensonCooper, No. 8 
Platoon under 2/Lieut. RockDeBesombes, and No. 9 
Platoon under 2/Lieut. StratfordTuke. 
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Sgt. Moss and Cpl. Herbert should both con
gratulated on the high results they obtained in the 
recent N.C.O.'s Cadre. Sgt. Allen has returned from 
Malaya Command Training Centre and has rejoined the 
company. 

At the beginning of this month the company entered 
for the Battalion InterCompany Boxing Tournament 
and gained a very creditable position in the finals. Ptes. 
Allen and Schytte put up a grand show, both winning 
their fights. We are expecting to see more good boxing 
in the InterService's Boxing Tournament which comes 
off in a few week's time. 

To conclude—the company is losing one of its oldest 
members with the sailing of 50 and 51 Groups on the 
Alcantara. His name is L/Cpl. Shrubshall—to his 
friends "Shrubby". Also we are losing Cpl. Wallis, 
Bill Tree and Stan Houghton (exMajor Bossom's 
batman). We wish them all good wishes and the best 
of luck in their future life. 

We said goodbye last week to Cpl. Tickner (49 Group), 
"Blighty" bound. This week our Signal Officer (Lieut. 
Foot) leaves on the Alcantara. Best wishes and good 
luck to them both in Civvy Street. 

Due to the Spring air, the lads of the platoon have 
lately developed a great interest in sport. At short 
notice we can produce a football, hockey or cricket team. 
Enthusiasm has been so great that now we use the foot
ball pitch every Sunday afternoon for interplatoon 
cricket matches. We have several budding Hammonds 
and soon we may play other teams. It all depends on 
our Sports Representative, Sgt. Ovenden, the Signal 
Sergeant. Pte. Gibbard, our best chess player, is trying 
to organise a chess tournament throughout the platoon 
as several of the chaps can play fairly well. 

We are all looking forward to the move to Stanley 
Barracks in the near future. 

"D" Company. 
The main event of the past month was the Battalion 

Novices' Boxing Competition. After a certain amount 
of persuasive talk by 2/Lieut. Baker, who recently 
joined us from "A" Company, eight entries were obtained. 
Although only winning one final (Pte. Shaw, exCdo.), 
we obtained fourteen points. Congratulations to the 
finalists of the company—Ptes. Shaw and Acott and 
L/Cpl. Rodd ; and also to Cpl. Beigal, who was awarded 
a prize for the best loser of the competition. We are 
looking forward to a further competition of this sort, 
as some people who have joined us since the competition 
are known to have a certain amount of boxing abilities. 

For the past fortnight the parade ground has been a 
hive of activity. Personnel selected for the Guard of 
Honour for the G.O.C.inC. S.E.A.L.F. have used 
almost every hour of daylight rehearsing, first under 
the R.S.M. and laterly under our Company Commander, 
Captain K. M. Cole, who is Commanding the Guard. 
The company is wellrepresented, C.S.M. Bernard Farmer 
having been selected as left marker, and about a dozen 
other ranks in the guard itself. 

We are not boastful of our activities on the sports 
ground, but modestly admit that we are rapidly rising 
to the top, both in soccer and hockey. On the hockey 
field recently we were unlucky to be beaten 3—2 by the 
Band of the West Yorks, who only a short time before 
had disposed easily of the battalion team. In addition 
to the "gladiator" games, several novices' games have 
been held. The amazing sight in these games has to be 
seen to be believed. 

A few days ago the Company Headquarters Staff was 
seen rushing into the Company Commander's Office 
with glasses of cold water and bottles of smelling salts. 
The reason ? One man had refused L.I.A.P. ! Amazing, 
isn't it ? It just goes to show the love that some men 
have for their company. 

To conclude, we say hail and farewell to Sgt. Gasson 
and Pte. Donnell, who joined us just in time to be 
documented prior to taking the boat home for demob. 
Good luck to you both in your civilian employment, and 
we hope it keeps fine for you. 

H.Q. Company. 
SIGNAL PLATOON. 

The chief event of the past month has been the 
sudden interest developed in all branches of signalling. 
Maybe classification day (April 8th) has something to 
do with it. 

MORTAR PLATOON. 
There have been many changes in the Mortar Platoon 

during the past month, and we have lost some old 
members. 

Sgt. Gasson and Cpl. Buckwell, M.M., have at last 
got their posting back to Civvy Street (50 Group). 

We have been fortunate enough to be allotted six 
L.I.A.P. vacancies, which actually have been held over 
for the past two months, and now that shipping is 
available high sighs of relief come from Cpl. Kennedy 
and Ptes. Osborn, Garmston, Oliver, Millard and Lee. 
We wish them all bon voyage, and for some of us it is 
goodbye, as we will probably not be here when they 
return. 

The company football team will not be the same with
out "Ozzy " and " Gam", who were the fullbacks. 

We welcome into the platoon Pte. Holloway, ex
Commando, and Pte. Wilkins, late of C.M.P., who 
joined us a few days ago. 

This month brings with it another Guard of Honour. 
This time for General Ritchie, and the Mortar Platoon is 
wellrepresented as usual by four of its members. 

Our best wishes to all the exmembers of the platoon 
who are now in Civvy Street. 

PIONEER PLATOON. 
On the eve of moving to new quarters we produce a 

few more notes. No doubt in the future plenty of work 
is in store for the platoon. Losing "Mep" Avery, George 
Martin and "Lulu" Humphreys hasn't made things any 
easier. But we welcome some new faces in the form of 
Ptes. Philpott and Eriksen, and the return of an old 
face, Pte. Dixon, back from "dock". 

A few notes of interest. L/Cpl. "Willie" Willis has 
been picked for a Guard of Honour as representing the 
Pioneers. Being Cpl. Willis, he's soon settled down to 
the job he revels in. The Pioneers are wellrepresented 
in the H.Q. football team, having Cpl. McNeil and 
"Linda" Parnell playing for them. Sgt. "Havildar" 
Hisgrove is thinking of taking a course of driving, 
having almost wrecked a 3tonner on a small job 
required of him. As there is little of interest left, we close 
once more, wishing all exPioneers (including Doc Cox) 
the best of everything. 
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Administration Company. 

There has been little to report over the past month 
in the way of sports, except in the football league 
which has just commenced, and we are looking for big 
things, especially now that we have our new company 
jerseys coloured in traditional Administration colours, 
namely black and white. In the Battalion Boxing 
Competition, no novices were forthcoming from the 
company, much to the disappointment of us all, but now 
that we have all seen the standard to be reached, let's 
hope on our next effort that we not only enter for the 
competition, but walk off with the cups, etc. 

This month we lose C.S.M. Garratty, our Company 
SergeantMajor, who is going home on demobilisation 
with 51 Group. Who will take his place no one yet 
knows, but I am sure we all join in wishing C.S.M. 
Garratty bon voyage and the best of luck for his future in 
civilian life. 

Another mention of personnel is that C/Sgt. Coleman 
has now left us to join the esteemed ranks of C.S.M., 
whilst in his place we have C/Sgt. Palmer, who is slaving 
along, his present worry being the company's Income 
Tax. We also take this opportunity to welcome back 
Pte. Harman, who left the battalion in Java, and who 
has decided to stay on in the Army for a period. 

P.P.A. Sandwich Branch—continued from p. 119 

RESULTS OF DART MATCH (Sandwich v 
Ramsgate).—Lieut.Colonel Willows and Mr. 
Scarboro beat Mr. # Dunnkly and Mr. Birch ; 
Mr. Hart and Mr. Young lost to Mr. Miller and 
Mr. Essex ; Mr. Irving and Mr. Histed lost to 
Mr. Moody and Mr. Cale ; Mr. Radcliffe and 
Mr. Gibbs beat Mr. Bugden and Mr. Gibbs ; 
Mr. Ledner and Mr. Prett lost to Mr. Coston 
and Mr. Samuelson ; Mr. Coyler and Mr. Blake 
beat Captain Morgan, M.C., and Major Taylor ; 
Mr. Taylor and Mr. Burns lost to Mr. Mee and 
Mr. Sharp ; Mr. H. Thirst and Mr. Beacham 
beat Mr. Knott and Mr. Atkins ; Mr. Kinchett 
and Mr. Streeting beat Captain Knight and 
Mr. Goldsmith. Result: Sandwich 5 ; Rams
gate 4. 

Deal and Walmer Branch. 
LADIES' GUILD. 

The year of 1946 and 1947 was not great in 
members, but I believe and hope that it is 
because no one is really settled. We were able 
to handle a nice sum, holding socials, having an 
outing, also a dance, without drawing on the 
banking account. One member lost her husband. 
We shall also miss him, as he was very good 
helping us. We have a large photo of the 
Badge, which he drew himself, framed, also 
his name is in the corner. 

Mrs. Crookenden came over for our yearly 
meeting. As it was very small Officials and 
Committee Members were reelected en bloc. 

We were very delighted to welcome Mrs. 
Hulke back amongst us again. 

Beneath Bell Harry. 
T IEUT.GENERAL 

Sir Evelyn Barker, 
G.O.C., Eastern Com
mand, visited the 
P.T.C. on April 18th. 
During a rapid tour of 
inspection he saw the 
Regimental Museum, 
Officers' Mess, and 
squads of recruits on 
the square and 30yds. 
range. 

A m o n g s t  o t h e r  
visitors this month 
have been members of 
a Command Planning 

Board who surveyed the whole barrack area 
for the construction of the ideal P.T.C. on St. 
Martin's Hill. Their scheme includes a new 
Officers' Mess and extra accommodation for 
the 25 officers who now form the new war 
establishment of the P.T.C. and Depot. In the 
meantime Border House has been converted 
into a second mess. 

During the month we said goodbye to Major 
P. R. H. Fox, who has gone on leave pending 
retirement. He was duly dined in the Mess on 
29th April. In the course of a memorable 
evening he made a speech in which he regaled 
his hearers with the story of "Percy and the 
Toothbrush", an epic of which space forbids 
reproduction here, but which should, we feel, 
be recorded in the history of the Regiment. 
After dinner things descended to a somewhat 
lower plane, one of the results of which is an 
acute shortage of reading matter in the Ante 
Room. The decorators were in the following 
morning, though we are glad to say this was 
prearranged and not due to the violence of the 
proceedings. Be that as it may, all did their 
best to give Major Fox a worthy sendoff. Our 
best wishes go with him in his retirement, and 
we hope we shall often see him over here. 

The football and hockey season ended with 
Depot Company winning both tournaments, 
and attention is now turning to cricket. The 
first two matches were cancelled as the ground 
was considered too wet. Certainly experience 
in the nets suggests that our wickets are hardly 
ready for play yet, and permanent disfigurement 
not only of the wicket, but some of the batsmen's 
features, would probably have been the result. 

What our side will be like is difficult to say 
yet ; apart from established performers such 
as Captain ffrench Blake, Captain Cox and 
Sgt. Whitlock, there appears to be more 
keenness than talent. 
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A boxing match with 29th Company, Well, folks, that's about all for this month, but watch 
R.A.P.C., produced some firstclass scraps, °J* for next month's.notes, as a Mess dance is coming 
~ * _ _ ' \ . i . rJ* off shortly and the Shelloners will be holding their own. 3 P.T.C. winning by a narrow margin. Ihe 
ferocity of some of the performers suggested * 
that they had grave doubts as to the accuracy 
of the latest statement of their accounts. Depot Company. 

We were glad to see Lieut.Colonel Guy 
Oliver, who arrived home from Greece during 
the month to take command of the 4th 
Battalion. They, in common with other T.A. 
units, opened their recruiting campaign on 
1st May. 

We have also had visits from Lieut.Colonel 
John Connolly and Lieut.Colonel Roscow 
Reid, the latter attending the farewell dinner 
to Major Fox. 

REGIMENTAL CRICKET WEEK. 
The following matches have been arranged 

for the Regimental Cricket Week in August :— 
Aug. 20 and 21. v Queen's Own Royal West 

Kent Regiment (2 days). 
22. v Band of Brothers. 
23. v Home Counties I.T.C. 

By the time these notes go to press the Colours of the 
1st Battalion will be in the Depot. Escorting the Colours 
will be 6 Officers and 45 Other Ranks, who after safely 
delivering them will be due for wellearned leave. 
It is hoped that a parade will be held in the near future to 
receive the Colours in the appropriate manner. 

At last the cricket season has started. Although the 
severe winter has damaged the Depot ground, it is 
hoped that all our weekend fixtures will be played 
there without putting too severe a strain on the wicket. 
Our fixture list this year may appear to be a little 
ambitious, but with several stalwarts on our side such 
as Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry, Captain E. A. Cox, 
Captain M. A. O'B. ffrench Blake, Bandmaster Foster, 
Sgt. Fox and Sgt. Croucher, we should give our opponents 
many good games. 

Our first game of the season, against the Canterbury 
City Police, ended in a draw. 

POLICE.—86 for 5 wickets declared. 
3 P.T.C. AND DEPOT.—65 for 6 wickets. 

Sergeants' Mess. 

We open this month's notes with some of the old 
members departing into the unsheltered life of Civvy 
Street. We said goodbye to Sgt. Ken Brothers and 
we thought to Sgt. Tiffy Burkett, but unfortunately he 
ended up in hospital and had to have an operation on 
his leg. He is back with us again, but he is walking with 
the aid of a stick. We hope to see him well again soon 
and then to see him leave us for Civvy Street. 

We take this opportunity to welcome a few new 
members to the Mess, namely C.S.M. Cosby, S.I. Barnett, 
A.P.T.C., and Sgt. Crozier. We hope they enjoy their 
stay with us. 

Sgt. Sheriff Forster bade us goodbye for a short while 
to proceed to the Army School of Infantry. He said 
before he went that he wanted to be put down for three 
lots of weapons. 

Charlie Pendle has just returned to us from Hythe 
and was soon whipped on to the Cadre Staff to take over 
Sgt. Frank Croucher's job. The rumour is that Frank is 
getting a bit Group Happy. 

Who was the Sergeant who came into the Mess on 
Sunday night dressed in civvies ? He looked to us as if 
he had not slept for a few nights. Someone said he had 
been on a 48 hours pass, but we think it is a bit too 
far to go in such a short time to see "Yon bonny banks 
of Scotland". Don't you agree, Jock ? 

The Mess Billiard Tournament is reaching a climax 
with Sgt. Jock Galloway and Sgt. "Fireman" Baldwin 
likely finalists. 

A few mornings last week we were surprised to find 
No. 2 Company personnel absent from breakfast. On 
enquiring, we were told they had their meals early. 
It was quite a surprise—we wondered who called them ! 
Perhaps someone stayed up all night ? We hope your 
leg is getting better, Bill. 

No. 1 Company. 

Easter over, we are all back and into the swing of 
things again. Our first sports event was a football 
match with No. 2 Company. The match was drawn, 
but we had more of the play than the result suggests. 
The replay was a double catastrophe in that we were 
heavily defeated and Sgt. Young sustained an injury 
which sent him to hospital. He is now back again and 
looking forward to his release. 

Sgt. "Sheriff" Forster has departed for the School of 
Infantry at Warminster with a six weeks' supply of 
"Twist". We all hope he enjoys his course. To balance 
the scales, Cpl. Silk has returned from Warminster 
bursting with knowledge. 

Anybody throwing away lighted cigarette ends or 
matches are immediately pounced upon by N.C.O.'s 
fresh from the Unit's Fire Course. 

We have lost Penfold, who had almost worked himself 
on the Inventory Board. He embarked for South 
Africa under the directing eye of Cpl. Adlam. 

Two boxing matches took place near the end of the 
month. The first between Nos. 1 and 2 Companies ; 
the second being 3 P.T.C. and Depot The Buffs versus 
29 Company R.A.P.C. Our representatives against 
No. 2 Company were L/Cpl. Andersen, Ptes. Adams, 
Deary, Gambold and Merritt. In the unit team we had 
L/Cpl. Frazer, Ptes. Elliott, Grout and Gillam. All the 
boxers did well and we saw a good evening's boxing, 
thanks to the training put in by the boxers and help 
given by the P.T. Staff and seconds. 

Cpl. Turner has gone on an A.P.T.C. Course. He was 
only attached to the company for a short while, but was 
wellknown by the N.C.O.'s from the 12 I.T.C. days. 
Best of luck to him. 

As the month comes to an end, so the cricket season 
commences and George Callaghan forgets his group 
number and horses as he reaches for his "willow". 
We hope the April 24th Intake have some good 
cricketers for the future company team. 
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No. 2 Company. 
Having seen the month of March retire with profound 

relief, we in No. 2 Company are anxiously awaiting 
signs of the "brilliant summer" which has been promised 
many times during the past couple of months. 

Even so, the company has been "bashing on" regard
less, and in the sports world our team pulled off the 
InterCompany Competition. Several remarks were 
passed about a certain Sergeant who, although being a 

' good rugby player, should realise that in football it 
isn't exactly correct to tackle an opponent by weight of 
body, plus arms and legs. O.K., Ken, if you insist it 
was an accident ! The same N.C.O. put up an extremely 
good show during cricket practice at the nets last week, 
except for a slight incident during which someone's 
teeth were rather damaged during an exhibition of the 
said N.C.O.'s bowling. (Will opposing teams note.) 

Another N.C.O. is said to be going around with a 
rather worried expression. Having to go back to work 
on the Instructional Staff after a long rest as Company 
Storeman must be quite a shock. This has improved the 
Company Orderly Sergeant's temper quite a bit though, 
who now smiles with satisfaction at having another 
"bod" for the duty roster. 

In wishing C.S.M. Champion the very best of luck 
qn his transfer to H.Q. Company, we welcome to No. 2 
Company, C.S.M. Gosby and hope that his stay will 
be both a long and pleasant one. Also among arrivals 
is an old friend, Sgt. (Romeo) Pendle, who returned 
this week from Hythe S.A.S. complete with ideas for 
beltfed P.I.A.T. Who's he kidding ? 

By the way, it was reported a few days ago that 
C.Q.M.S. Moore was seen without his Barrack Furniture 
Board. Was it because the A/C.Q.M.S. (Good old Bill 1) 
refused to take over for ten days unless he could have 
the board as well. 

About halfway through April we were invaded by a 
collection of visitors from the Far East. 

Having been thanklessly dismissed from the Army of 
India, we welcome Lieuts. Cox, Boston, Newall, Barrett 
and Ross, and we hope that they will soon settle down 
and enjoy life at 3 P.T.C. 

The first half of April saw the end of the football 
season and, we hope, the foul weather we have known 
so well this last winter. The end of the football season 
saw No. 2 Company at the top of the league, and now 
we have started cricket in earnest we hope to finish in a 
similar position. 

Cpl. Calcutt left us for civilian life a few days ago 
and we wish him all the best of luck in his market 
gardening activities. 

Sgt. Purkiss, who is about to leave, is, we hope, 
benefitting from a prerelease course at Whitstable. 

We are very glad to see Mr. Kirby back and bulging 
with freshgained information from Hythe, from which 
we are sure the company will gain much benefit. 

disbanded, No. 3 Training and Holding Company has 
become the Holding Company, and No. 2 the Drafting 
(and Posting) Company. So Buffs will now be found in 
Nos. 2 and 3 Training and Holding Companies as well 
as in The Buffs Training Company. Officially we do 
nothing but drafting now, and we are concerned with 
seven regiments. The company is organised on a regi
mental basis, and the platoons, seven of them, with 
numerous draft platoons, make an impressive spectacle 
on the morning muster parade. "2 Room Orderlies, 
3 sick, 1 course, 1 sick at home, 4 leave, 1 absent, 
6 regimentally employed, 5 company fatigues, 30 on 
parade, otherwise present" .... and so on down the 
line, repeated about thirteen times. 

For some of us it is like old times to be back in Napier 
Barracks, our new quarters, and Major P. J. Lewis 
of The Buffs Training Company feels quite at home when 
he comes to visit us. But the older generation still 
approach Sgt. Jamieson's office door with a certain 
amount of temerity, and suspect the office of being 
haunted by the ghost of a strict disciplinarian. It will 
be remembered that 2nd Buffs were stationed here in 
1932 and onwards. 

Sgt. Homewood is i/c Horticulture, and doing a good 
job in getting the spare ground ready for both Aesthetic 
and practical purposes. Lieut. Cross, not quite 
recovered from the shock of seeing a Southern Club win 
the F.A. Cup, has given up football and is now con
centrating on cricket. He is in charge of The Buffs 
platoon, ably backed by Sgt. Butler ; this combination 
is going to be a real menace to Sgt. Conolly. Why is it 
that all Surreys are "pot tradesmen" ? Without 
exception they Seem to be signwriters and interior 
decorators. 

Pte. Sutton, our genial and efficient runner, is likely 
soon to be the proud possessor of a bicycle Mark IV, 
and it is on the cards that Pte. Trickilis will also be 
lucky. Pte. Langley has not been seen for several weeks, 
but he has not yet been marked absent as odd noises 
have been heard coming from beneath a vast pile of 
multicoloured cards in his office. 

Captain Pickard (he must have an official mention 
for once) and the Company Commander are still busy 
devising proformae ; but there is no truth in the 
suggestion that the company paper work consumes 
250,000 sheets of foolscap each month. We would 
soon have some sharp words from C/Sgt. Barber over 
the 'phone if we did. 

These notes cannot be closed without a brief reference 
to the death of H.M. King Christian X of Denmark , 
other and abler pens will relate the services to the Regi
ment of the late ColonelinChief of The Buffs. So 
many Danes, all of them 'good Buffs, have passed 
through this company that we of another Allied nation 
feel a personal sense oi grief at his passing. His resistance 
to the enemy and his example to his people who were 
imbued with his fighting spirit were an inspiration to all 
who knew or knew of him. 

Home Counties I.T.C. 
No. 2 Training and Holding Company. 

Operation "Chaos" is over, and the company is now 
in a state of "Animated Disorganisation". Actually, 
this is a literary exaggeration, for the great changeover 
really worked very smoothly. What really happened 
was that No. 1 Training and Holding Company was 

Employment Offered 
Married couple without children required as Gardener

handyman and Cookgeneral. Good accommodation 
and suitable wages. Applications to Mrs. M. Lewis, 
Corriebeg, Seale, Farnham, Surrey. 



CONWAY WILLIAMS 
THE MAYFA1R TAILOR 

* 

48 BROOK ST., MAYFAIR, LONDON, W.l 
(Opposite Claridge's Hotel) 

AND 

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY 

Morning and Evening Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions 
H u n t i n g ,  S p o r t s  a n d  L o u n g e  K i t s  . . . .  

All Cloths cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand 
in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors 

REGIMENTAL TAILORS TO THE BUFFS REGIMENT 

Telephones: 
Mayfair 0945—Camberley 498 

Telegrams: 
"Militaila Wesdo, London" 

FORM OF LEGACY 
(to be included in a will, or as a codicil thereto). 

I BEQUEATH to the Colonel for the time being ot The Buffs, the 

sum of £: : free from legacy duty, in aid of the general objects 

of the Central Fund (Colonel of the Buffs), for which legacy the Receipt of 

such Colonel shall be a sufficient discharge to my Executors. 

Signature. 
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SANDON & Co., Ltd. 
9 STRATTOIM STREET 

PICCADILLY, W.1. 

Civil, 
nDilitar^ anb ilDufti Cailore, 
tmnting Coats Breeches 

Telegrams: 

GEEGEE, PICCY, LONDON. 

Telephone: 

REGENT, 1783, 

TYPEWRITERS 
FOR SALE OR HIRE 

Typewriters Repaired 

H. J. GOULDEN, Ltd. 
CANTERBURY AND DOVER 

Telephone 2785 

FRANK J. SANGERS 
(EX BUFFS) 

Jfamilg $n\thtx 
LICENSED DEALER IN GAME 

You can rely upon the 
P R I V A T E  T R A D E R  
for Value, Courtesy and Service 

114 NORTHGATE St.. CANTERBURY 

fly Appointment 

To the late King George V. 

Established 1799 
J. H. & J. BROOKE, Ltd. 

Wine Merchants 
LONDON 

27 CLEMENTS LANE, E.C.4 
Telephone : MANsion House, 5301 (3 lines) 

FOLKESTONE 
134 SANDGATE ROAD 

Telephone : Folkestone 3123 (2 lines) 

HYTHE 
78 HIGH STREET 

Telephone: Hythe 6301 

\ \ \ \ \ \ \  
i i it i f 1* 



How to get "The Dragon" 
pOR those wishing to receive the Paper direct through 

the post each month, the rates of subscriptions are : 
1 year, 8/. 6 months, 4/. 3 months, 2/. 

Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs, 
Canterbury. 

25 YEARS OF CATERING FOR 
CANTERBURY AND GARRISON 
We have seen the change from large families 

and large joints, 
To small families and smaller joints, 
To rationing and even smaller joints. 
We make it our constant endeavour to help 

you through the week, 
And guarantee your Sunday joint, large or 

small. 

:: FAMILY BUTCHER :: 

Sausage 
Our well 

Established 
Speciality 

F. R. BEANEY 
(EXBUFF) 

22a MILITARY ROAD, 
CANTERBURY 

Telephone 2827 

Really 

Extensive 

Refrigeration 

Telephone 2107 Established 1818 

GIBBS and SONS 
G E N E R A L  P R I N T E R S  

A L L  C L A S S E S  O F  
MILITARY PRINTING 
EXECUTED AT SHORT 

NOTICE 

* 
BALANCE SHEETS POSTERS 

PROGRAMMES 
SPORTS FIXTURE CARDS 

* 
PRINTERS OF THIS JOURNAL 

E S T I M A T E S  G I V E N  

16 Orange Street, Canterbury 

HAWKES & CO., LTD. 
Civil and Military Tailors and Outfitters 

U N I F O R M S  A N D  M U F T I  
M A D E  T O  M E A S U R E  
Lounge Suits, Overcoats, Hacking Jackets, Blazers, Shirts, 
Shoes, etc., in stock for immediate wear. 

1 SAVILE ROW, LONDON, W.l 
Ladies' Department on 1st Floor 

T E L E P H O N E  :  R E G E N T  0 1 8 6  

68 HIGH STREET, CAMBERLEY 
T E L E P H O N E :  C A M B E R L E Y  8 2 9  

Regimental Tailors 

to 

THE BUFFS 
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A. J. WHITE ™4 td. 

A. J. WHITE Mrs. WHITE 

CAP MAKERS 
TO THE 

REGIMENT 

* 
SOLE SUPPLIERS 

OF THE 
FLEXOLYTE 

FIELD SERVICE 
CAP 

REGIMENTAL 
CLUB & SCHOOL 

COLOUR 
SPECIALIST 

AA 

FANCY TIES, 
SCARVES, 

ETC. 

MAKERS OF EVERY KIND 
OF 

LADIES' & GENT'S HEADWEAR 
Established over 80 years 

8 BURLINGTON GARDENS, W.l 
Telephone : REGENT 0582 

Uo S"kojb atr 

VYE&SON 
Vke SXmdPk Grocer? 
SINCE 1817 * BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY 

CIVIL & MILITARY TAILORS 
COMPLETE OUTFITTERS 

TELEPHONE 
2566 CLOTHES WHICH BEAR THE 

AUTHORITATIVE STAMP OF 
QUALITY IN EVERY DETAIL 

CUT & MADE ON THE PREMISES 

WARRENS (CANTERBURY) LTD. 

14/16 SUN STREET CANTERBURY 

TROPHIES 
DESIGNED & MADE BY CRAFTSMEN 
For threequarters of a century the name 
F. PHILLIPS has been synonymous with 
Trophies representing artistic perfection as well 
as sound economy. Cups, Shields, Medals, etc., 
are supplied from stock, or to special design. 

Quotations gladly submitted. 

F. PHILLIPS, 
(F. PHILLIPS and R. A. GARRATT)^——— 

Wellington Street, Aldershot 

THE SINGING KETTLE 
R E S T A U R A N T  
( Opposite Cavalry Barracks Gates ) 

LUNCHEONS TEAS SUPPERS 
Weekdays—9 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
Sundays—10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

SQUAD PARTIES 
CATERED FOR 

Proprietor : 
S. WILLOUGHBY 
(Late THE BUFFS) 

FOR : : : : 

ACCURACY IN DISPENSING 
AND : : : : 
RELIABILITY IN ALL MEDICAL 

AND SURGICAL GOODS 

WALKER & HARRIS, Ltd. 
Sun Street and Northgate Street, 

CANTERBURY 
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EXCLUSIVE TO THE SERVICES 

De resign a new badge for NAAFI 
and win a prize in this Servicesonly £200 
Competition. 

You are familiar with the present symbol 
(it is shown above) in which you will have 
spotted the Navy, Army and Air Force 
elements. NAAFI is looking for a new 
badge — one which will be suitable to 
appear outside Clubs and Canteens, to 
serve as a direction board, and for all 
similar purposes. The competition is 
exclusively for all serving Sailors, Soldiers 
and Airmen, and WRNS, ATS, and WAAF. 
Entries may also be submitted by men and 
women of the three Services who will be on 
demobilisation Release Leave on 31st 
October, 1947. 

THE CLOSING DATE FOR THE 
COMPETITION IS 31st October, 1947, 
after which no further entries will be 
considered. Results will be announced in 
this journal. 

Entries should be sent to the Public 
Relations Officer, NAAFI., Ruxley Towers, 
Claygate, Esher, Surrey. 

Entries will be judged by a panel of 
experts and their decisions will govern the 
award of the following prizes:— 

First Prize ... ... £100 

Second Prize £ 50 
Third Prize £ 25 
25 Merit Prizes of £1 ... £ 25 

Total £200 

R U L E S  
1. The design must be capable of reproduction 

on paper, in wood or metal, or as a stencil. 
2. Each entrantmay submit up to three designs. 
3. Competitors may prepare designs in pencil, 

crayon, ink or paint. 
4. Entries will be judged on the following 

qualities — 
(a) Shape; (b) Colour; (c) the incorpo

ration of the letters NAAFI; (d) Motif. 
As a guide, the Shape should be bold, 
recognisable at some distance, and likely 
to be easily remembered. 
Colour; there is no restriction in the use of 
colours but entrants will no doubt bear in 
mind the Navy blue, Army scarlet and 
Royal Air Force blue as suggesting a 
suitable colour basis. 
NAAFI; the letters NAAFI (without full 
points) should be incorporated into the 
design and be immediately readable. 
Motif; this should symbolise the NAAFTs 
service to the Royal Navy, Army and the 
Royal Air Force. 

5. Designs may be of any size, although 12 ins. 
by 12 ins. is suggested as convenient limit. 

6. The Number, Rank, Name and permanent 
address of the competitor must be written 
on the back of each entry submitted. 

7. The judges' decision will be final and no 
correspondence in connection with the 
competition will be entertained. 

8. Proof of posting will not be accepted as 
proof of delivery. 

9. NAAFI does not guarantee to adopt as its 

FIRST PRIZE 

£100 
SECOND PRIZE 

<£50 
THIRD PRIZE 

£25 
25 MERIT PRIZES 

OF 
£1 EACH 

official badge the winning design, or any 
design, submitted in this competition. 

10. NAAFI reserves the right to reproduce the designs of all prize winners. 
Unsuccessful designs will he returned to the entrants. 

NAAFI 
The official canteen organisation for H.M. Forces in war and peace 

R U X L E Y  T O W E R S  C L A Y G A T E  E S H E R ,  S U R R E Y  



-IE modern trend in jewellery is to place the 
emphasis on adornment rather than ostentation. 
A fine example is shown in the gold, diamond 
and ruby brooch and ear-ring illustrated. 

THE GOLDSMITHS & 
SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD 

112 REGENT STREET 
LONDON, W.I 

ONLY ONE ADDRESS TELEPHONE : REGENT 3021 
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Personalia. 
Births, Marriages and Deaths. 

BIRTH. 
Parry.—On May 25th, 1947, at Brookfield 
Nursing Home, West Kirby, Cheshire, to 
Elspeth (nSe Wilson), wife of Lieut.Colonel 
R. F. Parry, The Buffs—a daughter. 

ENGAGEMENT. 
Mr. P. T. Stainforth and Miss J. M. Spink. 

The engagement is announced between Peter 
Terrick, only son of Capt. A. G. C. Stainforth, 
M.C., late Colonial Administrative Service, 
Nigeria, and Mrs. Stainforth, of Greengates, 
Farnborough, Hants., and June Mary, elder 
daughter of Captain and Mrs. H. H. M. Spink, 
of Hillside, Groombridge, Kent. 

jDRIGADIER N. D. Rice spent Albuhera 
" Day with the 2nd Battalion in Hong Kong. 
The battalion had a first class intercompany 

* sports meeting in the morning and afternoon, 
and concerts and an all ranks' dance in the 
evening. It is good to know that Major 
Edlmann can still run a quarter mile as fast as 
anyone in the battalion. The Danes, needless 
to say, shone in the field events. 

Major N. E. Hoare has retired with the 
honorary rank of LieutenantColonel. We wish 
him the best of luck for the future. 

Major H. R. Grace has joined the staff of 
7th Armoured Division and has Lieut.Colonel 
H. P. Williams as his A.Q.M.G. 

Major H. A. Collins has been appointed 
G.S.O. II Northumbrian District. 

Captain L. G. Howe has been posted as an 
instructor to the Basic O.C.T.U., Aldershot. 

A MassieBlomfield, formerly Captain in the 
1 /5th Battalion from 1912 to 1920, is now living 
in Nairobi, Kenya Colony, British East Africa. 
He would like to get in touch with any other 

 exBuffs who have settled in the Colony. 

Major D. Montgomery and his family have 
arrived home by air from M,E.L.F. 

Future Events. 
Remembrance Sunday, August 10th, 

1947 (Canterbury). 

Canterbury Cricket Week, August2nd 
to Friday, August 8th, 1947. 

Canterbury Cricket Week Club. 
Membership of the Club is open to Officers 

who hold or have held Regular or Regular 
Army Reserve, Supplementary Reserve, Terri
torial or Territorial Army Reserve or Emergency 
Commissions in The Buffs. Particulars on 
application to the Hon. Secretary, The Barracks, 
Canterbury. 
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Obituary. 
Charles Edward Alan Terry 

Born 15/7/1890. Died 18/5/1947. 
EDUCATED at Harrow and the Royal 

Military College, Sandhurst; joined the 1st 
Battalion at Dublin in 1910. In 1913 was 
posted for a tour of duty to the Depot. Pro
ceeded with the 1st Battalion to France in 
November, 1914, being wounded in 1915. 
Was for a time Adjutant of the 11th Battalion 
Royal Sussex Regiment and later in 1916, 
Adjutant of No. 1 Cadet Battalion. Retired 
in 1921, becoming an Officer of the Regular 
Army Reserve. 

On September 1st, 1939 was embodied and 
served throughout the war at the Depot and 
12* I.T.C., being for a short time with the 12th 
Infantry Holding Battalion. Was appointed 
Brevet Major on June 30th, 1945, and released 
from Military Service on December 5th, 1946. 

When a dear old friend departs he leaves a 
void in the hearts of many. At the same time 
memory, working back along the years, recalls 
many happy thoughts to mingle with and 
mitigate#the mournful regrets of the present. 

Ginger Terry, as he was familiarly and 
affectionately known, must always stir happy 
recollections. 

Thirty years ago and more he was one of that 
happy band of Buffs whom Arthur Trueman 
attracted under his charming personality. 
Ginger was his Adjutant. Henry Hardy was a 
Company Commander. Sydney Maiden, old 
Birrell and Jim Vaughan were others. Those 
were delightful, strenuous, purposeful days. 
Purposeful and strenuous because there was a 
war on, and we had to turn men who had been 
fighting in France into officers in four months. 
Delightful because we were such a happy team. 
Arthur Trueman, Henry Hardy and Ginger 
Terry were the epitome of the old Army at that 
time. Birrell came along later. 

Despite the strenuous, anxious days through 
which we worked, Saturday afternoons were 
still devoted to sport and relaxation. Ginger's 
chief sport in the Winter was shooting, and what 
jolly times we had in the deep Devon coverts. 
In the Spring he would slip off when he could to 
throw a fly amongst the eddies and stickles of 
a gurgling brook nearby, and in the Summer he 
would occasionally sally forth on to the estaury 
with Henry Hardy to try for bass. 

In the cricket field, too* one remembers him 
as quite a pretty bat on those rare times when 
the Officers used to take on the Sergeants. 
Indeed, it seems, all ones happiest memories 
of Ginger centre round sport. Happy com
panionship in the open air doing something that 
seemed very much worth while. 

His loss to the Regimental Golfing Society 
is a very real one. Apart from the enthusiastic 
support which he always gave it, his presence 
meant amusement, wit and fun for all at the 
meeting; and never has there been a more 
delightful partner on the links whether in victory 
or defeat. With golf as in cricket, as indeed 
with everything in life, he played the game for 
the game's sake ; and the humourous side of 
everything was what he loved best. 

Around most sporting characters amusing 
stories usually collect. There is one told of 
Ginger when he was a young subaltern in 
Dublin. In those days he was a keen hunting 
man and had been spending rather more on 
horses than his purse and his father's forbear
ance could stand. One day, clad in full hunting 
regalia, he went down to the livery stables 
where he kept his horses. His consternation 
may be imagined when he learnt that his father 
had been over the day before and ordered the 
lot to be sold forthwith. And sold they were. 
Sadly Ginger made his way back to barracks to 
face the guffaws of his brother subalterns. 

After a spell as A.D.C. to General Sir Guy 
Bainbridge in Ulster during "the troubles", 
he retired and lived the life of a country gentle
man, a role for which he was admirably suited. 
Then came the second war and he rejoined at 
the Depot. It must be admitted, those first 
few months at Canterbury were rather fun. 
It Was a gathering of the clan when so many old 
soldiers met once more. Now and then we 
could forget the dreadful calamity which had 
brought us back and recall old times. To the 
younger entry, Ginger and his cronies must 
have seemed awful old fogies, but we didn't. 
Nor was it long before his dissipated any feeling 
of disparity in age, for he was always charming 
and forbearing and kind to all. 

Those who have known him at Canterbury 
in recent years will look back on his memory 
with kind thoughts and deep regret at his 
death. Those who have enjoyed his friendship 
for many years will treasure his memory as long 
as life remains. 

R.T. 



T H E  D R A G O N  129 

Honorary Membership, Messes. 
From MAJORGENERAL SIR ARTHUR DOWLER, 

K.B.E., C.B., 
COLONEL, THE EAST SURREY REGIMENT, 

THE BARRACKS, **.. 
KINGSTONONTHAMES. 

5th June,. 1947. 

MajorGeneral The Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C., 
Colonel, The Buffs, Stonegreen Hall, Mersham, Kent. 

Dear Scarlett, 
It is the wish of The East Surrey Regiment that honorary membership of its officers' and 

sergeants' messes should be offered to the other five regiments of the Home Counties Brigade. 
Accordingly I am delighted on behalf of my Regiment to invite all serving officers and all 

serving warrant officers, colour sergeants and sergeants of The Buffs to consider themselves 
honorary members of the officers' and sergeants' messes respectively of all battalions, regular 
and T.A., of my Regiment and of our messes at KingstononThames. 

Yours sincerely, 
ARTHUR DOWLER. 

From MAJORGENERAL THE HON. GERALD SCARLETT, 
C.B., M.C., 

COLONEL OF THE BUFFS, 
STONEGREEN HALL, 

MERSHAM, ASHFORD, KENT. 
7th June, 1947. 

MajorGeneral Sir Arthur Dowler, K.B.E., M.C., 
Colonel, The East Surrey Regiment, 

KingstononThames. 

Dear Dowler, 
On behalf of The Buffs, I write to thank you for the very kind invitation of yourself and The 

East Surrey Regiment for all serving officers, colour sergeants and sergeants of The Buffs to 
consider themselves honorary members of the officers' and sergeants' messes respectively of all 
battalions, regular and T.A., and of your messes at KingstononThames, an honour which we 
greatly appreciate. 

Yours sincerely, 
G. SCARLETT. 

(At the luncheon party on 15th February, 1947, when a silver rose bowl was presented to the 
Officers, The Buffs, by the Officers of The East Surrey Regiment, the Colonel of The Buffs offered 
similar privileges to The East Surrey Regiment.—Ed.) 
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Court Circular 
Buckingham Palace. 

May 22nd. 
LJIS Excellency Count Eduard Reventlow 

*was received in audience by The King this 
morning and presented his Letters of Credence 
as Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni
potentiary from the Kingdom of Denmark to 
the Court of St. James's. 

His Excellency was accompanied by the 
following Members of the Danish Embassy, 
who had the honour of being presented to His 
Majesty :— 

Monsieur J. Wilhelm H. Eickhoff (Counsellor 
of Embassy), Dr. Erik SchramNielsen (Secre
tary of Embassy), Monsieur Mogens Warberg 
(Attache), Monsieur Th. WegenerClausen 
(Acting Commercial Counsellor), Colonel Count 
Wilhelm Sponneck (Military Attache), Captain 
Erhard Jorgen Carl Ovistgaard (Naval and Air 
Attache), Monsieur Christian Engelhardt 
Aagaard (Counsellor in charge of Press Affairs), 
and. Monsieur Per Algot Moltesen (Agricultural 
Attache). 

The Buffs War Memorial Fund, 
1939—1945. 

/~PHE objects of the Memorial are 
A (a) A Book of Life in which will be inscribed 

the names of those in The Buffs and the Queen's 
Own Rifles of Canada who lost their lives in 
the recent war. 

* (b) To contribute towards the cost of placing 
suitable stained glass in the windows of the 
Warriors' Chapel. 

(c) To erect an altar in the Warriors' Chapel, 
so that it may become a place for meditation 
and prayer and for occasional services. 

This altar, properly furnished, will be in 
memory of all who have ever served in The 
Buffs. 

Donations should be sent to the Hon. 
Treasurer, The Buffs War Memorial Fund, 
Depot The Buffs, Canterbury, Kent. The 
target is £5,000. Please help us to attain this. 

DONATIONS. 
£ s. d. 

Mr. C. Holness... ... ... ... ... 2 6 
Mr. H. Firman 5 0 
Sgt. T. Edwards ... ... ... ... 1 0 0 
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. Sherwood ... ... 2 2 0 
Roland S. Bell, Esq. ... ... ... ... 10 0 0 

Total to date £1,761 14 9 

Regimental Gazette. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
TUESDAY, 29TH APRIL, 1947, DATED FRIDAY, 

2ND MAY, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

THE BUFFS.—Capt. (Qr.Mr.) G. A. Ricketts 
(100928) to be Maj. (Qr.Mr.), 1st May, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 
THE BUFFS.—Lt. (Lt.Col. Hereford R.T.A.) 

N. G. Blake, M.B.E. (46153), having attained 
the age limit of liability to recall, relinquishes 
his commn., 3rd May, 1947. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
FRIDAY, 9TH MAY, 1947, DATED TUESDAY, 

13TH MAY, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
THE BUFFS.—War Subs. Lt. T. Darling 

(350791) relinquishes his commn. 3rd August, 
1946, and is granted the hon. rank of Lt. 

2nd Lt. (War Subs. Capt.) S. G. Smith 
(200707) relinquishes his commn. 4th September, 
1946, and is granted the hon. rank of Maj. 

War Subs. Lt. W. S. Price (364023) relin
quishes his commn. 21st April, 1947, and is 
granted the hon. rank of Lt. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
TUESDAY, 13TH MAY, 1947, DATED FRIDAY, 

16TH MAY, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

THE BUFFS. 

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION. 
2nd Lt. (War Subs. Capt.) Maitland 

Buckeridge (217717) from R.A.O.C. (EX.) to 
be Capt., 30th December, 1946, with seniority 
23rd June, 1943. 

2nd Lt. (War Subs. Capt.) Eric Norman 
Ford, M.C. (156121) from Emerg. Commn. to 
be Capt., 1st November, 1946, with seniority 
6th February, 1945. 

2nd Lt. (War Subs. Capt.) David Holmes 
Beale (219824) from Emerg. Commn. to he 
Capt., 1st October, 1946, with seniority 4th 
April, 1946. 

The undermentioned 2nd Lts. (War Subs. 
Lts.) from Emerg. Commn. to be Lts. :— 

Reginald John Robertson (243906), 1st 
October, 1946, with seniority 26th April, 1942. 

Marcus Leates (156124),. 14th December, 
1946, with seniority 2nd May, 1942. 
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Uniform & Equipment 

CAMBRIDGE CIRCUS 
LONDON  W.C.2 
Telephone : TEMple Bar I8I4 (7 lines) 
Grams : "Alclothes," Westcent, Lond. 

A L D E R S H O T  
A M E S B U R Y  
C A M B E R L E Y  
C H E S T E R  
D E E P C U T 
F O L K E S T O N E  
N E W A R K  
O X F O R D  
U C K F I E L D 

These are times of change and stress. The 
body has to adapt itself to evervarying con

ditions. Often it needs help—and pain is one of 
its ways of saying so. The best treatment for 
headache, neuritis and rheumatic and kindred 
pain conditions is QUICK ACTION WITH 
'ASPRO'. Have 'ASPRO' ready to take at the 
onset of the symptoms. You'll quickly feel its WONDER
FUL PAINDISPELLING EFFECT. Vexed nerves are 
soothed—a sense of comfort and wellbeing ensues. To the 
tired and overstrained, 'ASPRO' brings sweet sleep, yet it 
does not harm the heart or stomach. 

! AS PRO"dupdi 
' 

\ 'ASPRO' 

J Habit :  HEADACHESNEURALGIA  NEURITIS 
i Forming : CHILLS & FLURHEUMATIC PAIN 

4 BRINGS SWEET SLEEP 
SLEEPLESSNESS AND PAIN GO 

E. A. G. writes from Greenford Park " I have recently
recovered from an attack of rheumatic fever and since returning 
home I have had a good many sleepless nights due to the pain 
in my limbs. I tried several supposed remedies but to no avail, 
until one day my husband brought home a box of 'ASPRO'. 
The result was astonishing. I took two the first night and bad 
a much better night's rest and by the time I had finished the 
box, taking six per day, I was brighter in spirits, considerably 
relieved of pain and noticed a reduction in the joints that were 
swelled." 
Obtainable from your "?df m. . . i~; 
N.A.A.F.I. CANTEEN Slough, Bucks KX?TE27fil 

C.C.7 I7H.B. 
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William Ephraim Kille (246832), 1st October, 
1946, with seniority 5th June, 1942. 

Eric John Ransley (193677), 1st January, 
1947, with seniority 1st October, 1942. 

John Anthony Northover (265683), 1st Oct., 
1946, with seniority 6th September, 1943 * 

Norman Henry Delves (297242), 1st October, 
1946, with seniority 14th September, 1943. 

John Frederick Fakeley (297243), 7th Dec., 
1946, with seniority 14th March, 1944. 

2nd Lt. (War Subs. Lt.) Gerard Anthony 
McGrath (256264) from East Surrey Regt. 
(E.C.) to be Lt., 18th October, 1946, with 
seniority 2nd Jan., 1943. 

Anthony Francis Patrick Wilson (375978) 
from Royal Marines to be Lt., 27th December, 
1946, with seniority 5th May, 1944. 

Lt. (Qr'.Mr.) Thomas Arthur Rowcliffe 
(342836) from Emerg. Commn. to be Lt. 
(Qr.Mr.), 1st October, 1946, with seniority 
31st January, 1945. 

Lt. (Qr.Mr.) James Henry Stone (356560) 
from Emerg. Commn. to be Lt. (Qr.Mr.), 1st 
December, 1946, with seniority 5th October, 
*1945. 

ROYAL FUSILIERS. 
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION. 

" 2nd Lt. (War Subs. Lt.) Dennis Gilson John 
Comley (357479) from The Buffs (E.C.) to be 
Lt., 1st October, 1946, with seniority 27th 
April, 1946. 

R.W. FUSILIERS. 
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION. 

2nd Lt. (War Subs. Lt.) Keith Ernest George 
Reid (321120) from The Buffs (E.C.) to be Lt. 
1st November, 1946, with seniority 29 th 
February, 1944. 

REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
THE BUFFS.—War Subs. Lt. J. A. Allen 

(245293) relinquishes his commn., 16th Dec., 
1946, and is granted the hon. rank of Capt. 

War Subs. Lt. J. Griffin (320015) relinquishes 
his commn. on account of disability, 14th May, 
1947, and is granted the hon. rank of Lt. 

14945830 Cadet Alan Gordon Reynolds 
(377947) to be 2nd Lt., 15th December, 1946. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 

"TUESDAY, 20TH MAY, 1947, DATED FRIDAY, 
23RD MAY, 1947. 

The King has been pleased to grant 
unrestricted permission for the wearing 

of the following decoration which has been 
conferred on the undermentioned person
nel in recognition of distinguished services 
in the cause of the Allies :— 
Decorations conferred by the President of 

the United States of America. 
Medal of Freedom with Silver Palm. 

Colonel (temporary) Herbert Patrick 
Parish Robertson, O.B.E. (15470), The 
Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment). 
SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE 
OF TUESDAY, 20TH MAY, 1947, DATED FRIDAY, 

23RD MAY, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

THE BUFFS.—Capt. N. T. Bailey (221026) to 
be Maj., 1st July, 1946, with precedence next 
below P. J. Lewis (53687). 

Lt. N. T. Bailey (221026) to be Capt., 28th 
April, 1945, with seniority 24th April, 1941. 
(Substituted for the notification in Gazette 
(Supplement) dated 27th April, 1945.) 

2nd Lt. (War Subs. Lt.) Norman Thomas 
Bailey (221026) from Emerg. Commn. to be 
Lt., 28th April, 1945, with seniority 1st Aug., 
1938. (Substituted for the notification in 
Gazette (Supplement) dated 27th April, 1945.) 

ROYAL ARMY SERVICE CORPS.—2nd Lt. 
(War Subs. Lt.) Hugo Millar Trim (355472) 
from Emerg. Commn. The Buffs, to be Lt., 
24th May, 1947, with seniority 27th March, 
1946. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
TUESDAY, 3RD JUNE, 1947, DATED FRIDAY, 

6TH JUNE, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

THE BUFFS.—Maj. N. E. Hoare (5915) 
retires on ret. pay, 7th June, 1947, and is 
granted the hon. rank of Lt.Col. 

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION. 
2nd Lt. (War Subs. Lt.) Nelson Edward 

Henry Todman (172115) from A.A.C. (Emerg. 
Commn.) to be Lt., 1st October, 1946, with 
seniority 15th August, 1942. (Substituted for 
the notifn. in Gazette (Supplement) dated 
18th April, 1947.) 

REGULAR ARMY. 
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

THE BUFFS.—Lt. (War Subs. Capt.) H. B. 
Shorter (216019) relinquishes his commn., 
16th November, 1946, and is granted hon. rank 
of Capt. 

14094232 Cadet Francis Reginald Juxon 
Cobb (379029) to be 2nd Lt., 3rd May, 1947. 
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WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 

No. 18 ISSUED ON 1ST MAY, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
The undermentioned W.S. Lt. (A/Maj.) to be 

T/Maj. and W.S. Capt. :— 
THE BUFFS.—D. DuncanSmith (177503), 

1st April, 1944. 
THE BUFFS.—Lt. (Qr.Mr.) (A/Capt.) J. H. 

Stone (356560), to be T/Capt., 17th April, 
1947. 

The undermentioned W.S. Capt. (T/Maj.) 
relinquishes T/Maj. :— 

THE BUFFS.—D. DuncanSmith (177503), 
22nd August, 1944, 29th April, 1945, and 25th 
October, 1946. 

The undermentioned W.S. Capt. is re
granted T/Maj. :— 

THE BUFFS.—D. DuncanSmith (177503), 
6th November, 1944, 24th December, 1945, and 
26th November, 1946. 

The undermentioned 2nd Lt. to be W.S. Lt. : 
THE BUFFS.—P. H. Payne (372263), 14th 

January, 1947. 
C.M.F. ORDERS. 

THE BUFFS.—W.S. Lt. (A/Capt.) J. A. 
Northover (265683) to be T/Capt., 2nd Feb., 
1947. 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No. 19 ISSUED ON 8TH MAY, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 

The undermentioned Majors (T/Lt.Cols.) 
relinquish T/Lt.Col. :— 

THE BUFFS.—T. R. Reid, M.C. (9183), 1st 
January, 1947; D. C. Coates (6507), 12th 
February, 1947. 

The undermentioned Capt. (T/Maj.) relin
quishes T/Maj. :— 

THE BUFFS.— E. G. COX, M.C. (138679), 
28th February, 1947. 

The undermentioned W.S. Capt. (T/Maj.) 
relinquishes T/Maj. :— 

THE BUFFS.—W. G. H. Dunglinson (359074), 
21st January, 1947. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
The undermentioned W.S. Lts. (A/Capts.) to 

be T/Capts. :— 
THE BUFFS.—H. R. Smith (326140), 12th 

November, 1946; P. J. Fagg (308460), 8th 
February, 1947 (B.A.O.R.). 

The undermentioned W.S. Capt. (T/Maj.) 
relinquishes T/Maj. :— 

THE BUFFS. — J. P. SherwoodWalker 
(134127), 31st January, 1947. 

The undermentioned W.S. Lt. (T/Capt.) 
relinquishes T/Capt. :— 

THE BUFFS.—F. T. Vallas (273882), 3rd 
March, 1947. J 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No. 20 ISSUED ON 15TH MAY, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
The undermentioned Capt. (T/Maj.) relin

quishes T/Maj. :— 
THE BUFFS.—P. B. Plumptre, M.B.E. 

(64242), 16th October, 1946. 
The undermentioned W.S. Capt. (T/Maj.) 

relinquishes T/Maj. :— 
THE BUFFS.—W. G. H. Dunglinson (359074), 

4th March, 1947. 
The undermentioned Capt. is regranted 

T/Maj. :— 
THE BUFFS.—P. B. Plumptre, M.B.E. (64242), 

4th March, 1947. 
THE BUFFS.—W.S. Capt. W. G. H. Dunlinson 

(359074) is regranted T/Maj., 1st February, 
1947. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
The undermentioned W.S. Lts. (A/Capts.) to 

be T/Capts. 
THE BUFFS.—T. Beevers (129472), 23rd 

January, 1946 (B.A.O.R.) ; R. C. Marriott 
(293274), 6th October, 1946. 

The undermentioned W.S. Lt. (T/Capt.) 
relinquishes T/Capt. — 

THE BUFFS.—D. F. Cade (292717), 8th Mar., 
1947. 

THE BUFFS.—W.S. Lt. (T/Capt.) H. Minski 
(245988) relinquishes T/Capt., 26th September, 
1946. 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No. 21 ISSUED ON 22ND MAY, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

The undermentioned W.S. Lt. (T/Capt.) 
(A/Maj.) to be T/Maj. and W.S. Capt. :— 

THE BUFFS.—J. L. G. Warren (184437), 
17th May, 1947. 

The undermentioned W.S. Lt. (A/Capt.) to' 
be T/Capt. :— 

THE BUFFS.—P. B. E. Mumford (327294), 
19th February, 1946. 
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The undermentioned W.S, Capt. (T/Maj.) 
relinquishes T/Maj. :— 

THE BUFFS.—D. M. Stewart (200711), 18th 
January, 1945. 

The undermentioned W.S. Capt. is regranted 
T/Maj. 
 THE BUFFS.—D. M. Stewart (200711), 24th 
June, 1945. 

The undermentioned W.S. Lt. (A/Capt.) to 
be T/Capt. :— 

THE BUFFS.—R. E. S. Price (288915), 7th 
August, 1946. 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No.22 ISSUED ON 29TH MAY, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

THE BUFFS.—Lt. (Qr.Mr.) (T/Capt.) H. 
Butcher (322242) to be W.S. Capt. (Qr.Mr.), 
25th May, 1947. 

The History of the First Infantry 
Division. 

1. This has now been published. 
~ 2. There are two volumes :— 

(a) Anzio Campaign. 
(b) Florence to Monte Grande 

3. Both volumes are extremely well supplied 
with both large and small scale maps, and there 
is a number of photographs in each. 

4. The price of each volume is 4/. Copies 
may be obtained from "G" Branch, H.Q. 1 
Inf. Div. MELF. Payment may be made by 
either postal order, money order or cheque, but 
it should be noted that the sum of 1/3 should be 
included in all cheques to cover banking 
charges in the Middle East. Copies will be 
despatched immediately on receipt of remit
tance. 

Publications. 

A BOOK entitled 36 Division, Burma, 194445, 
written by Colonel W. G. S. Foster, A.D.M.S., 

is on sale and can be obtained post free by 
sending a postal order for 7/6 to Colonel Foster, 
National and Provincial Bank, Newport, Isle 
of Wight. The envelope should have (36) 
written on the back. There is nothing technical 
or medical about the book, which is a straight
forward narrative well illustrated with the 
activities of the Division during the Burma 
Campaign. 

A Man of Kent. 
" LJOME" was a hamlet hidden in the Downs, 

* IA creek beside the Swale or Medway 
mouth ; 

A sheepcote in the marsh, in the far South ; 
A street in Canterbury or Ashford towns, 
A farmhouse 'mid the hoppoles of the Weald. 
But we Buffs marched away, to fight and die 
In foreign parts and strange .... 'Tis a far cry 
From Appledore to Albuhera's field, 
From Faversham and Wye to Malplaquet ! 
But freed from prisoning flesh, the mind expands 
And dead men's time hangs heavy on their 

hands 
With no more kit to polish or pipeclay, 
So in the grave we could not rest content 
For wondering how the home folk fared in Kent. 

And when 'mid fitful slumbers we old sweats 
Heard the remembered tramp of marching men 
Farechoing from Kentish highways, then 
We roused up and flung back our coverlets 
Of timesmoothed turf and, forming ranks anew, 
We forcemarched through the midnight, till we 

came 
To where the new Buffs stood, changed yet the 

same— 
Newfangled muskets but the badge we knew, 
And the old stubborn Kent blood in their veins ; 
And where they marched and fought, we 

marched beside, 
Filling the files left blank by them that died, 
In fields wellknown to us from old campaigns 
And others set in unfamiliar lands, 
Vineyards of Italy and Libyan sands. 

And some kept watch and ward along the coast 
From Sheppey and Reculver round to Dover, 
By Dymchurch Wall to Dungeness, peering over 
The straits to where the upstart tyrant's host 
Stood threatening. The old Martello towers 
Each had their ghostly garrison, that kept 
Sentrygo while our children's children slept 
Peacefully through the troubled midnight 

hours 
And when at last the bells of victory pealed 
And bugles, sounding "No parade today", 
Freed us, oldsoldierlike, to fade away, 
We merged into the mists that cloak the Weald, 
Into the Downs' green silence .... well content, 
For Kent still breeds her Buffs, and Buffs keep 

Kent. 
JOHN BLANFORD. 

September, 1946. 



134 T H E  D R A G O N  

Round and About. 
By The Tramp. 
Going Abroad. 

A LMOST exactly ten years after my last 
visit to'France I found myself the other day 

on the Continental Departure platform at 
Victoria with the difference that this time it 
was the Golden Arrow that was to convey me 
thither. All the complicated preliminaries, 
passports and V forms had been settled. Our 
seats on the train had been booked and hotel 
reservations had been made. AIL that remained 
was to enjoy the journey. The weather was 
appropriate for such a departure. It was 
English May at its best. The way to Dover 
through the blossom and fresh green of the 
Kentish countryside was as perfect as it could 
be and the sea when we arrived at Dover was 
glassy. The formalities, Customs and other
wise, were surprisingly simple and rapid so that 
in a few minutes we were aboard the Invitta 
and enjoying one of the finest sights in the 
world, Dover town and harbour crowned by 
the castle. All seen in the clear pellucid light of 
a perfect May morning. 

The crossing was swift and tranquil and it 
was not long before the cliffs of France becaiiie 
visible through the Summer haze. Then 
Calais sands emerged and we approached that 
bit of coast which a very few years before had 
been the sinister stronghold of the enemy; 
from whence poor old Dover had been shelled 
and bombed. 

Calais has. been tidied up, but it still shows 
evident signs of its own ordeals. I wondered 
how many people aboard the Invicta were 
conscious of the Citadel which lay on our right 
as we backed in to the quay of the Gare Maritime. 
It was here that the Brigade of Riflemen held 
out so stoutly on other May days just seven 
years before. Calais town shows far more signs 
of bombing than Dover. It must have been 
anything but a health resort for the Hun. 

Picardy. 
Travellers by the "Golden Arrow" are spared 

Customs formalities at Calais. They take their 
seats in the train and very soon begin to see 
what French railway cuisine is like. During 
this meal, which was adequate and quickly 
served, the Customs officer paid us a visit and 
in five minutes our luggage was cleared. Two 
suitcases were chosen for examination. I fancy 
that the look of the travellers is the chief test. 
Thereafter we settled down to enjoy the land
scape of Picardy. The route includes Boulogne, 
Etaples and Amiens and there is no stop until 

the Nord Station in Paris is reached. There are 
evident signs of intense agricultural effort in 
the countryside, but most of the work was 
being done with the aid of horses. I saw one 
tractor only. The Somme country looked greeft 
and peaceful, but there were signs of our 
bombing of industrial plant most of the way. 
The accuracy of British bombaimers was 
obvious, especially near Boulogne, and this has 
since been emphasised by Frenchmen with 
whom we have discussed it. 

Paris. 
We arrived in the City in sweltering heat, 

but in fairness to the often abused English 
climate it is necessary to record that since the 
first evening we have had typically English 
weather ; grey skies every day, quite a lot of 
rain and an uncomfortably low temperature. 

However, we have gone about and looked at 
most of the things we wanted to see. Paris is 
much the same outwardly as it was ten years 
ago. There are few signs of the hardships 
Parisians are enduring. Prices, of course, are 
high, but the shops seem to display many 
things absent from our shop windows. ? 

All the old cafe life flourishes and theatres 
and cinemas are crowded. We have seen few 
English or American visitors. The traffic goes 
faster than ever and the hooting is tremendous, 
but nevertheless the control of traffic seems 
much more efficient. The 'bus services, par
ticularly, are frequent and rapid. 

The pedestrian has to be pretty lively, and 
crossing big streets is a nervewracking ordeal. 

Food is, of course, less varied than it used to 
be. Coffee is definitely ersatz and milk appears 
to be nonexistent. There has been a bread 

crisis but it has been overcome. The bread 
itself is a poor colour and not appetising. 

You can still feed adequately at little cafes 
and for a small charge, provided you don't 
want any supplementary dishes. If you do, 
then the bill begins to rise appreciably at once. 

To be continued. 
There is much that I would add to these hasty 

impressions, but these notes must be des
patched without delay. I hope to write more 
fully for the next issue. 
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The Middle East Theatre in 1943. 
YYTHEN General Sir Maitland Wilson (as he 
" then was) was appointed to the command of 

'the Middle Eastern theatre in February, 1943, 
he succeeded to a very promising situation. 
The Axis forces had been driven back into 
Tunisia, the threat to Turkey had diminished, 
the Italians were feeling the strain of war 
badly, and the half million Allied troops now 
under him were in high fettle and fit and ready 
for anything. These troops included the 4th 
Airborne and 6th New Zealand Divisions, with 
an extra infantry and three armoured brigades 
under General Stone in Egypt, the 13th and 25th 
Corps (8th, 10th Indian, and 10th Armoured 
Divisions) forming the 9th Army in Syria and 
Iraq under General Holmes, and the garrisons 
in Malta, Cyrenaica, Palestine and the Sudan, 
but not the 8th or 1st Armies in Tunisia, which 
had passed under the command of the 18th 
Army Group. Maintenance of the 8th Army 
until the conclusion of the campaign in North 
Africa in May remained, however, one of General 
Wilson's primary responsibilities, to which all 
other claims had to be subordinated. Thence

forward planning for future operations assumed 
increasing importance, for General Wilson's 
administrative responsibility for the 8th Army 
ceased only in August, with the launching of 

The invasion of Sicily. Plans for action in the 
Aegean had already been prepared, and by 
September, 1943 a division was standing by in 
readiness to undertake them. These operations 
however, were unsuccessful, and their story 
makes melancholoy reading even today. This 
failure undoubtedly affected adversely our rising 
prestige in the Middle East, where the political 
situation in Egypt, Palestine, Syria and the 
Lebanon required constant watchfulness and 
careful handling. 

The original plan of operations in the Aegean 
was for the capture of Rhodes and Scarpanto, 
and envisaged the despatch of a force of three 
divisions with auxiliary troops from Cyrenaica, 
Cyprus, the nearest base from which air support 
could be provided, being 250 miles distant. 
This plan was subsequently amended no less 
than seven times and on four occasions a force 
was assembled and prepared, and once was 
actually embarked and rehearsed. Unfortun
ately, however, when the armistice with Italy 
afforded the opportunity for putting these 
plans into execution, the force and the shipping 
which had been earmarked for the expedition 
had been dispersed. General Wilson was then, 
as he says, 44at a complete disadvantage, since 
I was not kept informed of what was afoot and 
first learned that Italy was discussing terms 
only a few days before the public announce
ment that the armistice had been concluded. 

I, therefore, had neither time, troops, nor 
shipping to prepare to take advantage of the 
chances that were thus offered, while, even before 
the Italians' capitulation was announced, the 
movements of German troops in the Aegean 
and Ionian Islands indicated that they were 
preparing to be attacked there and that they 
expected to find the Italians of little fighting 
value". 

However, General Wilson despatched the 
234th Rifle Brigade to seize Rhodes, where the 
6,000 German troops were outnumbered six to 
one by the Italians in garrison there ; but 
contact with the Italian commander and the 
arrival of our force were delayed by bad weather 
and before it could get there the Italians had 
been overpowered or had surrendered. Small 
forces were, therefore, sent to Cos, Samos, and 
Leros, which it was thought could be secured 
and held and converted into bases for an 
eventual assault on Rhodes. All these were 
occupied without resistance ; but aerodrome 
and port facilities were poor, and it was difficult 
to erect an adequate ground warning and 
defence system against the hostile air attacks, 
which began as soon as our forces had landed. 
A hostile counterexpedition sent out from the 
Greek mainland, though it did not elude the 
attention of our air patrols, could not be inter
cepted or prevented from landing in Cos ; it was 
later supported by airborne troops and quickly 
recaptured the island with little resistance. 
We had now no airfield in the Aegean from which 
fighter cover could be given to our naval vessels 
or ground troops ; none the less a hostile convoy 
was intercepted by the Navy off Stampalia and 
heavily damaged, and the build up of enemy 
forces on the mainland and the islands for an 
attack on Leros seriously delayed and disturbed 
by air attacks. This attack was finally launched 
in the second week in November ; hostile air 
superiority was complete, and the topography 
of the island, necessitating the splitting up of 
the garrison into three semiisolated sectors, 
made coordinated defence difficult. The 
enemy landed in two areas, in the Northeast 
and East of the island ; within twelve hours the 
northern sector had been cut off by the hostile 
occupation of the central isthmus ; counter
attacks, which at first made good progress, were 
finally checked ; the enemy hurried fresh troops 
ashore by sea and by air ; and air and ground 
cooperation, fully affective on his side, had 
become nonexistent on ours. On the fourth 
day after his landing the enemy was able to 
launch his decisive assault on our main defensive 
positions, and that same evening our remaining 
troops on the island surrendered, after a gallant 
defence of five days against overwhelming odds 
and difficulties. 
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Following on this setback, the garrison of 
Samos, which the enemy was obviously making 
active preparations to attack, was successfully 
evacuated without molestation ; smaller detach
ments on two other islands were also withdrawn, 
and in the whole of the Aegean group only 
Castelrosse remained in our hands as a base for 
possible future operations. 

The maintenance of our forces during this 
brief and unsatisfactory campaign was always 
erratic and uncertain, though the issue was not 
in fact in any way affected by shortage of 
ammunition or supplies. Our presence in the 
Aegean had some value in causing the diversion 
to that area of considerable hostile forces, 
including 350 aircraft, of which close on half 
were destroyed or damaged in the course of the 
campaign ; but our main difficulty was that 
Leros could not be held or built up as a base 
because of inadequate air cover for sea transport 
from our far distant bases. The attempt to 
hold Leros as long as possible in the hope of 
securing air reinforcements was persisted in 
too long ; and when the hostile attack came, 
the absence of air cover for our defence rendered 
the loss of the island certain. The main cause 
of our failure was that we could not divert 
major formations, aircraft, or shipping from the 
campaign in Italy, which had prior claim to all 
of them ; and though an improvised operation 
was staged under orders from London in the 
hope of seizing the opportunity afforded by 
the Italian capitulation, the risks were too 
great, and quite disproportionate to the results 
to be expected. 

Another activity which assumed great pre
eminence was the organising, equipping and 
planning of assistance for these Balkan countries 
already involved in the war ; but the attempt 
to do the same for Turkey met with great 
difficulties, since she was prepared to enter the 
war only on her own terms and in her own time, 
when she considered herself properly equipped 
to do so. Although during 1943 over 100,000 
tons of stores, 1,300 vehicles, 300 tanks, and 
2,300 guns were supplied to her, her full demands 
could not be met, though these far exceeded 
the capacity of the Turkish railways to handle 
them and could not be put to effective use for 
many months, if at all. There is little doubt 
that Turkey's fear of German air attack on her 
illdefended cities was the main deterrent to 
her entering the war on the Allied side ; and the 
course and results of the unfortunate operations 
in the Aegean could only confirm that fear. 
In this respect, therefore, these operations had 
a most unhappy influence on the whole course 
of the war in the Middle East; but it must be 

remembered that they were undertaken at a 
time when the role of General Wilson's com
mand had been changed from that of an 
operational force, with troops at its disposal,, 
to that of a base and training centre for warfare 
in Europe, and that of the half million men 
comprised in it, comparatively few were 
organised or fit to take the field. 

Employment of Civilian Staff. 
Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst. 

THERE are a number of vacancies available for 
exService men and details of the present vacancies 

are as below. 
It is also expected that due to old age there will be 

a constant demand for new employees. 
The Commandant is very anxious to give employment 

to suitable exregular soldiers. 
Owing to lack of accommodation it is not possible to 

offer any form of accommodation within the grounds of 
Sandhurst. However, there is a large colony of old 
employees of that establishment, and present employees 
with whom it is felt that a single man could probably 
obtain lodgings. 

Although the wages are governed by Civil Service r 
rates, it is thought that the employment offered would 
appeal to exsoldiers who miss the atmosphere of the 
Army in civil employment. At Sandhurst exists a 
community which is in touch with the present Army, 
and what is more, is formed of old comrades who have * 
seen service together. 

Those interested should write to : The Accountant, 
Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst, Camberley, Surrey. 
Estimated Number of Vacancies Deficient in the 

following grades on 1st June. 

3 * 

O 
Cooks 

Asst. Cooks... 
Waiters 
Messengers ... 
Dormitory 

Attendants 

3 <v Q 
7 

7 
30 
15 

25 

J & 
^ o (J <L) 
33 

4 17 0 Average overtime earned 
£2 per week. 

4 9 0 Average overtime, 30/. 
0 Average overtime, £2. 
0 

9 0 Average overtime, 30/. 
Plus Tips. 

Conditions. 
1. The wages paid are for a 44hour 6 or 7day week, 

and where a spreadover of hours is entailed, 3/ per 
week extra emolument is payable. This applies 
particularly to cooks, assistant cooks, waiters and 
dormitory attendants. 

2. One week's annual leave with pay is admissable 
in all cases. 

3. Although while the Cadets are in residence a 
6—7day week has to be worked, there are three breaks 
each year of three weeks to one month each, when the 
staff are only required to work a 44hour 5day week. 
These breaks are at Christmas, in the Spring, and 
midsummer. 



T H E  D R A G O N  137 

4. Waiters and dormitory attendants are given Jean 
jackets and are supplied with the necessary cleaning 
material, etc. 
. 5. All members of the staff are members of the 
General and Transport Workers' Union, and there is an 
elected representative of this Union here to look after 
their interests. 

Correspondence. 
D.O. No. 25/10/95/A, 

H.Q. Belgaum, 
Belgaum. 

29th April, 1947. 
To The President, 

Regimental Association, 
The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment), 

Canterbury, 
Kent, England. 

Graves. 
Dear Sir, 

On 26th April I motored from Belgaum to the Port 
of Vengurla (Bombay Presidency), and on the south 
side of the road near the village of, and beside the old 
camping site at, Kannur, found one wellcared for grave, 
within a small enclosure. 

On the headstone was written :— 
"In memory of Pte. E. Bonnithon, "E" Company, 

3rd Regiment. Drowned, 25th March, 1879. Aged 
34 years." 

Presumably he was drowned in the Ghataprabha 
River, from which, I understand, water used to be 
bbtained. 

I am sending you this as I thought it might be of 
interest. 

Yours faithfully, 
D. L. D. MACADAM, 

Lieut.Colonel. 
From Adm. Comd. Belgaum, 

Belgaum (Bombay Presidency). 
Copy to :— 

Rev. I. E. E. Barnes. 
This is the only Christian soldier's grave I found 

between Belgaum and the Cemetery at Vengurla. The 
grave is close to M.S. 47.2 (on the ground) on south of 
road. 

The Past and Present 
Association. 

Life Members. 
MAY 1ST—31ST, 1947. 

London Branch.—Coward, J. A. E., Noble, E. J., 
Hewett, F. 

Dover Branch.—Beardsall, J. 
Ramsgate Branch.—Turner, W. C. 
Margate Branch.—Sayer, F. W. 
Canterbury Branch.—Reid, Lieut.Colonel T. R. 
H.Q. Roll.—Casey, M., Foster, C. E., FosterBrown, 

Lieut. M. W. 

Annual Members. 
MAY 1ST—31ST, 1947. 

London Branch.—Templeton, J., George, R. 
Dover Branch.—Freend, W. 
Weald Branch.—King, H. T. 
Ramsgate Branch.—Palmer, A., Bishop, R. F. 
Margate Branch.—Jarrett, C. E., Richards, F. C., 

Setterfield, E. A. 
Heme Bay SubBranch.—Downie, A. T., Hall, E. E. 
Folkestone Branch.—Swain, F. 
H.Q. Roll.—Teesdale, Lieut. K. J. B., Mallows, R. F., 

Egan? R. W., Harvey, S. F. 

Benevolent Fund. 
GRANTS, MAY 1ST—31ST, 1947. 

3 Wrights Road, 
South Norwood, 

S.E.25. 
9th June, 1947. 

The Editor, "The Dragon". 
Dear Sir, 

I have just read of the death, suddenly, of Major 
C. E. A. Terry in The Dragon. 
 A great loss to the Regiment and also of a great friend. 

I will always remember Major Terry in the early days 
of the war, after his many years of retirement to be 
recalled suddenly to take over the Command of Depot 
Company. 

He was always cheerful and considerate and in my 
view the perfect example of an Officer of The Buffs and 
a Gentleman. 

Yours sincerely, 
A. T. FARROW, 

Captain. 

Mav 5. 
5. 
5. 
5. 
9. 
9. 

14. 
14. 
21. 
27. 
27. 
28. 
28. 
29. 
29. 
30. 
12. 
13. 
20. 

£ s. d. 
2 5 0 
4 0 0 
2 0 0 
5 0 0 
5 0 0 
2 10 0 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

2 10 0 
1 10 0 
2 10 0 

World War 1939 Charitable Fund. 
GRANTS. 

May 5. 
5. 
5. 
5. 
6. 
6. 
7. 
Q 

1 s. d. 
3 0 0 
2 10 0 
4 0 0 
3 0 0 

9 0 
19 9 

2 0 0 
15 2 
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9. £ S. d. 
9. 2 0 0 
9 5 0 0 

19 5 0 0 
19 3 0 0 
19 5 0 0 
19 4 0 0 
20. 10 0 
28 !!! !!! 2 0 0 
28 5 0 0 
28 4 0 0 
28 3 0 0 
29 4 0 0 
30. 4 0 0 
30 3 0 0 

Minutes of the 135th Meeting of the Regimental 
Committee, The Buffs, held at Canterbury on Friday, 
May 23rd, 1947, at 2 p.m. 

Present : 
Lieut.Colonel G. R. Howe (Chairman). 
Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry (ViceChairman). 
Brigadier J. F. Whitacre Allen, M.C. 
Lieut.Colonel M. P. D. Dewar, M.B.E. 
Lieut.Colonel J; R. P. Williams, M.B.E. 
Major P. Dare, M.B.E. 
Major A. J. Peareth (Hon. Secretary). 

151. The Minutes of the 135th Meeting were read and 
confirmed. 

152. DRAGON DINNER CLUB. 
(a) The Committee recommend that all extra 

regimental commanding officers of 
battalions which served overseas be invited 
as guests to the 1947 dinner and that the 
question of inviting them to become 
honorary members of the Club be examined 
for future years. 

(b) That the proposed rules as circulated be 
adopted. 

(C) OFFICERS, SUPPLEMENTARY RESERVE.—The 
Committee recommend that these officers be 
eligible for membership of the Club on payment 
of an entrance fee of £1. 

153. CANTERBURY CRICKET WEEK CLUB.—The Com
mittee recommend that the individual charge 
for lunch be 5/, for tea 2/6, and daily enclosure 
tickets 1/. 

154. The Accounts, duly audited, for the period 1st 
April, 1946 to 31st March, 1947, were passed. 

DRAGON DINNER CLUB. 
CANTERBURY CRICKET WEEK CLUB. 
The Committee recommend that each Club pays 

to the Past aiid Present Association the sum of 
£5, being administration costs. 

155. REGIMENTAL MEMORIAL FUND.—The Committee 
recommend :— 

(a) WREATHS.—That the cost of wreaths in con
nexion with the late ColonelinChief be 
borne by this fund. 

(b) FRIENDS OF CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL.—That 
the Regiment becomes a corporate member 
—the annual subscription being borne by 
this fund. 

156. HISTORY 191945.—The Committee is of opinion 
that the issue of the circular letter in connexion 
with this history be expedited and that the 
matter be drawn attention to in the London and 
Kent Press. 

157. FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE.—The Committee recom
mend that the following constitute SubCom
mittee :— 
Chairman : Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry. 
Members : O.C. Regimental Depot Company and 

Major A. J. Peareth, 
and that this SubCommittee be empowered to 
deal direct with the Colonel of the Regiment 
through the Chairman of the Regimental 
Committee. 

158. RULES, REGIMENTAL COMMITTEE.—The draft 
rules which had been circulated to members of 
Committee were recommended for adoption. 

159. INFANTRY SAILING CLUB.—The Committee is in 
favour of the suggested Infantry Sailing Club, 
but considers that subscriptions should be on 
an individual as opposed to regimental basis. 

It instructed Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry and 
Major A. J. Peareth to prepare a draft reply 
to the Director of Infantry's letter for sub
mission to the Colonel of the Regiment through 
the Chairman. 

160. NEXT MEETING.—Saturday, August 2nd. Time to 
be notified later. 

Minutes of the 137th Meeting of the Executive Com
mittee, Past and Present Association, The Buffs, held 
at Canterbury on Friday, May 23rd, 1947, at 11 a.m. 

Present : 
Lieut.Colonel G. R. Howe (Chairman). 
Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry (ViceChairman). * 
Brigadier J. F. Whitacre Allen, M.C. 
Colonel D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D. 
Lieut.Colonel M. P. D. Dewar, M.B.E. 
Lieut.Colonel G. E. F. Oliver, D.S.O. 
Lieut.Colonel J. R. P. Williams, M.B.E. 
Major M. A. Bompas. 
Major A. J. H. Taylor. 
Major P. Dare, M.B.E. 
Major A. J. Peareth (Secretary). 

1.292. The Minutes of the 136th Meeting were read and 
confirmed. 

Min. 1,286.—OFFICERS' REUNION, 1947.—Date : 
Wednesday, October 1st. Confirmed. 

1.293. REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY, AUGUST 10TH, 1947.— 
The following points were discussed :— 

(a) Accommodation in Cathedral.—In addition to 
branches, accommodation to be available 
for the following :—Home Counties I.T.C., 
3 P.T.C., 4th Battalion, Canterbury Home 
Guard Battalion, Canterbury Cadet Bat
talion. 

(b) Catering.—That, if possible, a caterer be 
engaged. 

(c) Order of March.—London Branch to leadf 
followed by others in order of seniority. 

(d) Collection.—In aid of the War Memorial Fund. 
(e) Laying of Wreaths.—At the end of th§ 

Service, the Colonel of the Regiment will 
lay a wreath at the Warriors' Chapel, 
followed by branches. The congregation 
to remain seated during the laying of 
wreaths. 

(/) Preacher.—The Rev. G. Suthers to be asked 
to preach. 



THE ASSOCIATION OF SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERmEMENT PAGES, 
67/68, JERMYN STREET. ST. JAMES'S, S.W.I. TEL. WHITEHALL 2504. 

A/o Lumbago 

In the driving ieat 

A nicely upholstered seat under you at the 

proper angle for your back and all the con

trols handy. These things are worked out in 

Dagenham—scientifically worked out to reduce 

fatigue. Add maintenance and repairs and parts 

PREFECT 10 h.p. 

at standard fixed prices and there you are — 

ease in all things! The Prefect (io h.p.) and 

the Anglia (8 h.p.) are comfortable cars — both 

to body and bank account. They are worth wait

ing for; we wish we could shorten the wait. 

ANGLIA 8 h.p. 
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A R APPOINTMENT 
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BEECHAM'S PILLS 
Make them your 

Qolden Rule of Health 
Obtainable everywhere 

T h e  

i i g m  o  f 

G o o d  B o o k s h o p  
Smith's give the best possible Book and 

News service wherever the Services need it, 
and our nearest branch is a centre of welcome 
and interest where a gocd selection of books 
on a wide variety of subjects is to be found. 

Here too you will find gifts for the family 
and more and more Stationery to choose 
from as supplies improve. 

If you are not able to call at one of our 
bookshops write to the branch manager of 
the shop or bookstall in the nearest town 
and he will do his best to supply your 
requirements by post. 

W. H. SMITH & SON, LTD 
I50O BOOKSHOPS AND BOOKSTALLS 

Head Office : Strand House, Portugal Street, London, W.C.2 

6M72 
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LEMON SQUASH, &c. 
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CHOCOLATE 
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& Co., Ltd. 
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> and Company Limited 
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RA£MARund-ear 
INNES, HENDERSON & Co, Ltd 

HAWICK, SCOTLAND 

R E C O R D  Tools 
BENCH VICES, PIPE WRENCHES, 
CARPENTERS' PLANES, BOLT CLIPPERS 
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Makers C.& J.Hampton* Ltd. 
Record Tool Works, SHEFFIELD, 2 

SUPER 

-abram °verali;s 
) The Mall dark of Qua/./> fir FOR THE BAITLE FRONT 

fll FOR (HE HCME ERONT 

FAXALL PRODUCTS 'LTD. BLACKlEDGE WORKS. HALIFAX 

PATONSi BALDWINS 
LTD. 

SPIN WOOLS FOR ALL 
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ALLOA : HALIFAX : LEICESTER 
WAKEFIELD 

PARK DRIVE 
  CIGARETTES I  
§|| for pleasure fc 
« PLAIN & CORK TIPPED W 
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1.294. LIFE ASSOCIATE MEMBER.—MajorGeneral J. E. 
C. McCandlish, C.B., C.B.E., Sittingbourne 
Branch. Application approved. 

1.295. The Accounts, duly audited, for the year 1st 
April, 1946 to 31st March, 1947, were passed. 

1.296. PAST AND PRESENT ASSOCIATION.—The Com
mittee recommend that the sum of £400 be 
invested. 

WORLD WAR CHARITABLE FUND.—The Com
mittee recommend that the administration 
expenses for the year be assessed at £35, this 
sum being paid to the Past and Present 
Association. 

1,296. THE ANNUAL REPORT was adopted. 
1.298. APPEALS. 

(a) Mayor of Canterbury on behalf of Boys' 
Probation Home and Boys' Probation 
Hostel. Not approved. 

(b) Reed's School. Not approved. 
1.299. RETURNED PRISONERS OF WAR ASSOCIATION.— 

The Committee do not recommend that 
notices of reunions be advertised in The 
Dragon. 

1.300. DRAGON NEWSPAPER.—Colonel Dean and Major 
Taylor, on behalf of their respective branches, 
wished it placed on record the appreciation of 
their branches on the high standard of the 
Regimental Journal, maintained in spite of 
general increased cost of production. The Com
mittee concurred. 

1.301. VICTORY CLUB.—The Committee is of opinion 
that this Club should be supported by the 
Regiment and a donation of £150 made to it. 

The question of individual subscriptions to be 
taken up with the Club Committee. 

1.302. BRANCH AREAS.—The Chairman expressed his 
views on this matter and the Secretary was 
instructed to pursue the matter. 

1.303. NEXT MEETING.—Saturday, August 2nd. Time 
to be notified later. 

Approved, 
G. SCARLETT, MajorGeneral, 

May 25th, 1947. Colonel of The Buffs. 

London Branch. 
The monthly meeting at the Prince Alfred, 

Tufton Street, took place on Saturday, May 17th 
last, with the ViceChairman (Mr. G. R. Emery) 
occupying the Chair. We were pleased to have 
with us Colonel J. V. R. Jackson and Major 
Jock Verlander. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read 
and signed. 

Correspondence expressing regrets for ab
sence, and conveying good wishes, were received 
from Colonel Guy Lee, Colonel H. F. Sparrow, 

% Major H. G. James, Major Harry Milton, 
Nobby Clarke, Floss Firmin, E. Sewell, E. A. 
Hart and Major A. J. Peareth. 

Colonel J. R. P. Williams, Chairman of the 
London Branch, sent his best wishes to all 
members. 

The ViceChairman (Captain G. R. Emery) 
expressed his gratification at seeing such a very 
large gathering. 

BRANCH 21ST ANNIVERSARY.—It was pro
posed by Mr. E. Carter and seconded by Mr. 
Hawkins that the Anniversary be celebrated 
by a buffet supper and ball at the Bridge Hotel, 
London Bridge, on September 19th next (the 
nearest day to the actual date, September 16th), 
and that any additional cost over 7/6 per head 
be , borne from branch funds. Supported by 
Messrs. Beard and Skinner and carried un
animously. 

ADDITIONAL MEETING NIGHTS.—The Vice
Chairman raised the question of whether it 
would be more beneficial to meet on Wednesday 
nights instead of the present Saturday. He 
advanced points in favour of this, but there were 
many opposed to the idea. It was eventually 
agreed that the Saturday meeting night be 
adhered to, but for the benefit of members 
unable to attend on such nights, or any other 
members who so wish, that the first Wednesday 
in the month be set aside for informal gatherings 
at the Prince Alfred from 6 p.m. onwards. 

DANCE ON JULY 5TH AT THE BOROUGH 
POLYTECHNIC.—Mr. R. Collins gave the mem
bers particulars about this event and tickets 
were on sale. 

MEDWAY BRANCH.—The very fine show given 
by the Medway Branch was emphasised, and 
Major Enright read out a letter he had received 
from Mr. A. J. Morey, the Secretary of that 
branch. The matter of inviting a return visit 
was discussed, and the Secretary was requested 
to write to the Medway Branch on this point. 

RETIREMENT OF BRANCH SECRETARY.—Capt. 
Emery gave the members what he called sad 
news in that Major Enright, feeling that a 
younger man should carry on, had sent in his 
resignation. He had been the live wire of the 
London Branch (which he founded) through
out the years, and at the moment they had no 
one to replace him ; they were in touch with the 
situation and he felt sure that our present 
Secretary would not precipitate the matter until 
a satisfactory successor was found. Mr. Benny 
Field said it was sad news, and he would like 
to propose that our Secretary at this meeting 
should receive a hearty vote of thanks for all 
that he had done for the London Branch 
throughout the years. Mr. G. Cobb also spoke, 
saying he had known "Joe" for many, many 
years and he felt personally very sorry, but had 
pleasure in seconding the vote. Carried un
animously. 
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"THE DRAGON".—The Chairman explained 
to all the benefit of subscribing to The Dragon 
and how the profits obtained were disbursed. 
Application forms were distributed and members 
requested to complete the same and post them 
to the Editor at Canterbury. 

GOOD WISHES.—Captain E. A. Carter told 
the meeting about his recent visit to a Ramsgate 
Branch meeting, and he was deeply impressed 
by the enthusiasm and zeal of the members of 
that branch. They were right on their toes 
and were all out to make it a great show. 
It was surprising how many old Buffs he knew 
in that branch, where he thought perhaps, at 
the most, there might be one or two he would 
remember. They are, in addition, all great pals 
imbued with one object—Up The Buffs ! 
He conveyed to all present the good wishes of 
the Ramsgate Branch. The Chairman said 
it was nice to hear what Captain Carter had 
said, and he would like our good wishes to be 
reciprocated. Major Enright said he would 
do so. 

INCREASE OF MEMBERSHIP.—The strength of 
the London Branch is great, but we are all out 
for making it even greater. The worry appears 
to be the enrolling and attendance of the post 
1939 Buff. If the question had been put at 
this meeting, "Stand up all who joined The 
Buffs say 25 years ago", it is true to say that 
about 90% would have risen from their seats, 
and the meeting was a particularly crowded 
one. Mr. Charlie Smith suggested that there 
were many old Buffs employed by the War 
Department Constabulary, but beyond 4'Ding 
Dong" Bell, whom he has seen occasionally, 
they rarely attended Tufton Street. He had 
brought two along tonight. He suggested that 
a line to Captain Wale might make the branch 
activities more widely known through their 
particular journal. This suggestion will receive 
attention. 

ADDRESS BY COLONEL J. V. R. JACKSON.—It 
has been pointed out on many occasions that 
there is no regiment which has a greater love 
or affection for their old officers than the ranks 
of The Buffs who served under them. When 
we see and meet them—what memories are 
recalled—those incidents—the helping hand 
and sound advice—not only in our time from 
Chitral to the last "Cease Fire", but our history 
tells us, it always has been, and long may 
it flourish. Discipline was at its highest, never 
forced by grass picking, whitewashing, laborious 
fatigues, jankers, cells or the glasshouse. It 
was these things that flashed across our minds 
when Colonel Jackson rose to speak. He first 

spoke about supporting the circulation of The 
Dragon, and then touched on the sad note of 
the standing down of the 1st Battalion. The 
article written in The Dragon must have brought 
tears to many eyes, and it made him feel very, 
very depressed. Our 1st Battalion of The 
Buffs was just wiped out by a stroke of a pen. 
From the 1st May, 1572 it had a proud and 
distinguished unbroken record of valour and 
devotion to duty throughout the world second 
to none in any military history. It had upheld 
the British flag and the honour of the Regiment 
with a greatness and glory unsurpassed. 
Throughout its 375 years of uninterrupted 
existence it had nobly played its part in the 
cause of freedom. This great and historic 
battalion is swept away—by a stroke of a pen— 
without any regard to its antiquity or the 
magnificent part it has played during the 
changing of a world. covering the centuries. 

The Colonel went on to say how the 1st and 
2nd Battalions met in Dover in 1904, and in 
passing, asked if there were any in the room 
present at the reunion dinner of the two 
battalions, and surprisingly some thirty hands 
shot in the air. He well remembered it at the ? 

Drill Hall, when the Colonel of the Regiment 
of that time was running round the room with 
a trombone, much to the alarm of the Band
master—and to some officers, for Army instru
ments in those days were not paid for out of 
public funds (loud laughter). Again, the 1st 
Battalion was a splendid looking battalion—all 
fine men wearing moustaches, and the pioneers 
the customary beards ; it had no minor offences 
of "not being shaved" for, he understood, the 
reply was always 4'growing a beard" (more 
laughter). The Colonel took the members 
through the movements of the 1st Battalion 
and its achievements and spoke of another, a 
different kind of reunion, when the 1st 
Battalion relieved the 2nd Battalion in the 
Ypres Salient in the 191418 War. On enquiry, 
"Anyone there at that time ? ", another score 
or more hands went into the air. The Colonel 
added "We were pleased to greet them at that 
time, wish the 1st Battalion well, but mighty 
glad to get away out of the blue pencil place". 
A lot more could be written about the Colonel's 
address, but space forbids, but there is one 
point which rings a touch of sadness. He said 
the 1st Battalion had been some years abroad 
when it was moved to Palestine, where it was 
on semiactive service until it went to Egypt. 
It was not to be the fortune of this grand 
battalion to enjoy the spell of Peace as other 
regiments at home and abroad were enjoying. 
It was not theirs to reason why—they had a 
job to do and did it well. Then came the1939 
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War; highly trained, experienced and led, 
you know what it did. I shall not reiterate, 
but mention its terrific sacrifices in North 
Africa right through to the end. So, with the 
saddest of hearts we say farewell, and look for
ward to the end of the stroke of a pen and to 
its early resurrection. I am a 2nd Battalion 

* officer, said the Colonel, and we all know the 
fighting spirit of that battalion which has, like 
the 1st Battalion, fought so grandly when called 
upon. 

The address made a deep impression on all 
who heard it and the applause was terrific. 
Captain Ernie Carter said he felt that it had 
given him a real thrill, and others who had 
spent so many happy days in peace and war 
with the 1st Battalion. He called for the 
singing of He's a jolly good fellow, which was 
lustily rendered, followed by three rousing 
cheers. 

WELCOME INTO THE FOLD.—The following, 
attending for the first time, were introduced 
and welcomed into the London Branch :— 
W. Birch, R. Street, Sgt. Carr, Pte. Park, 1st 
Battalion ; Sgt. Harley, Pte. Templeton, Pte. 
George, 5th Battalion. 

CENOTAPH.—The Secretary gave the mem
bers full details respecting the march to the 

. Cenotaph on June 1st. 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY.—The Secretary im
pressed on all members the point of warning in 
early so that train accommodation may be made. 
The return fare, subject to any increase which 
may—or may not—be imposed, was Charing 
Cross or Victoria to Canterbury East, return 
fare 14/8 (children under 14 half fare). He 
would also request that those wishing to partake 
of the hospitality of our VicePresident (Major 
H. G. James), who has kindly invited us again 
to tea at Greyfriars, to notify him as tickets 
will be issued this year, as was done before the 
war. He particularly asked that if a member 
and lady accept the invitation the acceptance 
must be fulfilled. Last year a little more than 
half the acceptances were present, which leads 
to waste. It was asked why no coaches were 
available, and it was explained that high fares 
and demands to be paid in full before the day 
was just an imposition which could not be 
tolerated. 

BATTLE OF BRITAIN (THE ROLL OF HONOUR). 
Captain E. A. Garter asked the Chairman's 
indulgence in making a statement. He said 
that many will remember his younger brother, 
Captain Hughie Carter, who was killed with the 
1st Battalion just before the Armistice in 
November, 1918. Five months before his 

death a son was born and christened Hughie 
William Carter. At the age of sixteen years 
this boy joined his regiment. I say his 
regiment, for the boy's grandfather, and besides 
his own father he had no less than nine uncles 
who had served in The Buffs, and seven of these 
his own father's brothers. He enlisted as a 
boy and joined the 2nd Battalion. He served 
six months and was discharged owing to an 
alleged defective right arm, and not likely to 
make an efficient soldier. After discharge, he 
was examined by one of the most eminent 
osteopaths in London, who stated that there 
was absolutely no defective right arm. The 
proof lay in the fact that shortly afterwards 
he won the Boys' Table Tennis Championship 
of Dover. Soldiering was in his veins, and it 
was not long before he enlisted in the Royal 
Air Force, qualified as Observer Rear Gunner, 
and was about to take his Pilot's Wings when 
he was killed in the Battle of Britain. He had 
done many operations before over Germany. 
In the Kent Messenger this week there is a roll 
of Kent men who fell in the Battle of Britain, 
and to their Honour and Memory a Memorial 
is to be placed in Westminster Abbey and un
veiled by His Majesty the King on July 10th 
next. On it appears the name— 

"Coastal Command—Air Crew—Sergt. 
Hughie William Carter." 

This gallant fighter—once a boy in The Buffs 
and who always wore his Past and Present 
Association badge, although a member of the 
Royal Air Force, died the death of his father. 
The glorious death of giving one's life for their 
Country. The saddest part about it all is that 
he was educated at Godwinhurst College, 
Kent, and knew nothing about an instrument, 
hence was of no use to the Band. Had he been 
sent to the Drums he might have been alive 
today. He turned out, however, to prove he 
had more guts and brains than those responsible 
for his discharge ; his body lies in Germany. 

J.E.E. 

HERE AND THERE. 

What a gathering of Old Buffs on May 17th 
last ; it is going back many years since we had 
a meeting like it. 

The address given by Colonel J. V. R. Jackson 
was a masterpiece, and he felt in his heart 
every word he spoke. Many an old 1st 
Battalion man felt a tear in the corner of his eye. 

Charlie Stringer, wellremembered as assist
ant schoolmaster in the 2nd Battalion in 
Athlone and Kilkenny, was looking very fit. 
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Captain (Birdie) Hopps looks as well and 
vigorous as he did in the days gone by. 

The Life Membership of the London Branch 
is 1,263, whilst the yearly membership (after 
crossing off unpaid members who have lapsed) 
is 125, making a fully paid up membership of 
1,388. 

We started in 1926 with a total membership 
of 70. F 

B. Molkinthin, who was a Master Tailor of 
the 1st Battalion, travelled up from Worthing. 
His best wishes to Charlie Varnham. 

Snowball Manning, I thought, was looking 
better ; also Spud Austin. 

L. Langton came along and spent the evening 
chinwagging and went away without notifying 
his change of address. We want it. 

We were pleased to see Captain Ernie Carter, 
and he definitely was looking better and is, 
I understand, feeling better. His mention of 
his brother s son and how he was discharged 
from The Buffs to enlist in the R.A.F. and be 
killed during the Battle of Britain in 1940, was 
pathetic. His name, Sgt. Hugh Carter, will 
soon have a place in Westminster Abbey. 

We were pleased to see Major Jock Verlander 
at the meeting. He had a rough time with 
illness recently and is on the mend. 

The 5th M.I. were present in force, as in 
addition to Captain Hopps we had Benny Field, 
whose health is not too great ; Bert Tester,' 
looking as fit as he did in the saddle, suffering no 
blisters on the feet ; Billy Everitt, just as young 
looking as ever ; Billy Stunt, who once went 
on holiday near Aldershot and hearing 
"Stables" sound at 5 a.m., got up, dressed, and 
went on parade. Believe it or not, says Billy. 
It only wanted Bill Elvey there. 

Our congratulations to Guy V. Mannering 
on coming up from Sevenoaks, which shows a 
splendid Buff spirit. He met his old platoon 
commander, Mr. J. C. Neale Dalton; also 
Colonel Harry Fine, Buffy Ward, and other old 
soldiers of his former battalion. 

Speaking of Colonel Fine, it is worthy of note 
that he travelled up from Bletchley. 

Mr. A. E. Grant came along, and we were 
pleased to see him. It was fortunate, as his 
travelling these days makes attendance a 
chance project. 

Ernie Tong was in his usual corner helping 
in the good work of assisting the branch. 

George Cobb didn't catch the eye when 
Colonei Jackson spoke about moustaches. 
We had a few in the 2nd Battalion. 

We were glad to see Mr. E. (Hammersmith) 
Carter back after his illness. 

We understand that Mr. Sellins, late 2nd 
Battalion Band, and Captain Ernie Carter 
travelled homewards together after the meeting, 
and Ernie, missing his 'bus connection at 
Mitcham, landed at his daughter's home later 
than usual. Any halfway houses ? 

Frank O'Dell, we hear, enjoyed a really 
glorious sunny week at Heme Bay. Deserved 
it after the rotten Winter ! 

Eddie Shute—a wry fine member—hardly 
ever misses a meeting, and interests himself 
greatly in the branch activities. 

Captain Bob Waby came along after a long 
spell of eyesight trouble which is not over yet. 
All the best, Bob ! 

R.S.M. Bell would be happy if all members 
of the 5th Battalion will make themselves 
known to him each meeting night. 

Messrs. Bill, Jim and John Redman (the 
happy trio) we are at all times more than 
pleased to see. We were also happy to see dear 
Mrs. Redman, who has been so ill, well on the 
road to recovery. One of the fine old ladies * 
of our Regiment. 

The little party from Purfleet included Mr. 
Blackburn, one of our oldest members. His 3 

best wishes to the old 6th Battalion. 
Charlie Smith was also one of the party, 

and with him came one or two Buffs. 
W. Birch came along once again. We had not 

seen him since before 1939 when he rejoined 
the Regiment for the war. 

We are still asking for the names of the post 
war members to give to Mr. Collins for sport, 
e.g. cricket, football, etc. Up to the present 
there has been little response. We thought it 
was wanted. 

Mr. E. Gould was looking very fit, and we 
thank him for a nice gift of envelopes and 
paper. This is one of our most .expensive items. 

Mr. R. Billings is full of energy, and a right 
hand supporter and helper in all our entertaining 
activities. 

We had great pleasure in seeing Mr. R. H. 
Martin after his bad illness, and trust that his 
attendance at the meetings will not be so 
interfered with again. 

Joe Hawkings was present and gave Joe 
Green's good wishes, which we most sincerely 
reciprocate. 

Woolwich Taylor was looking very well, but 
is still, in our opinion, putting on weight. 
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Jock Clayton was full of smiles—possibly due 
to the many old friends he met. 

For one who did the massacre march when 
* British prisoners of war were flogged in Poland, 

and lost all his toes, we say that Mr. Hawkins 
is a real brick to come all the way from Welling 
to the meeting. 
Messrs. Johnson and Dudley were present, and 
it is pleasing to see the way they attend. 

F. G. Harvey (141st R.A.C) and Trooper 
Cherington send their best wishes to old 
friends ; likewise Trooper Floss Fordham. 

We should like a line from our friend Major 
Duffy. It is unusual to have correspondence 
returned through the D.L.O. 

Do you buy The Dragon and keep in touch 
with the old Regiment ? If not, you should ! 

Congratulations to Captain Ernie Carter on 
his 69th birthday, which was on May 23rd last ; 
also upon his being 69 years a Buff. 

Our good wishes to all Buffs overseas and at 
home, past and present, and good luck. 

Medway Branch. 
The Annual General Meeting of the branch, 

 postponed from April, was held at the Brick
maker's Arms on Saturday, May 31st, 1947. 
The Chair was occupied by Mr. Cox, supported 
by the Hon. Treasurer, Hon. Secretary and the 
largest number of members since prewar days. 

Minutes of the previous meeting were read, 
proposed, and seconded by Messrs. Richards 
and Rogers respectively that they be adopted 
as read. 

CORRESPONDENCE.—Two letters from Major 
Enright were read, one thanking the branch for 
the welcome we had given London Branch on 
their recent visit, and the second one giving 
Medway Branch an invitation to visit London 
in the near future. Further correspondence 
was read from Sittingbourne Branch ; also a 
letter from Captain Hedgland apologising for 
nonattendance. 

The balance sheet was the next item, and 
our Treasurer, as usual, as in very good form. 
He accounted for every penny, and taking 
everything into consideration, we are still 
holding our heads above water, and just on the 

* right side. On the proposition of Mr. Daw, 
seconded by Mr. Peters, it was carried that 
the balance sheet be accepted. 

That concluded the business for the year 
194647. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE.— 
The elections were carried out with the usual 
procedure. Mr. Cox stood down and left it to 
the members to reelect a new Chairman, but 
he was the only nominee and he therefore 
returned to his usual place. A vacancy for Vice
Chairman was filled by Mr. Shilling ; the Hon. 
Treasurer and Hon. Secretary retaining their 
office. The Committee consists of six members 
this year as follows :—Messrs. Daw, Elvidge, 
Peacock (Junr.), Wallis, Brand and Stafford. 

Other elections were :—Mr. Daw, Sports 
Secretary and Dragon Secretary. 

Immediately business commenced again, and 
Mr. Daw suggested that branches should try 
and group themselves in areas for the purpose 
of carrying out a competitive sports programme, 
and with this purpose in view, a system will be 
drawn up and submitted to other branches in 
the near future. 

A report on the darts matches of the previous 
month gave us 1 win and 1 lost. 

A question was asked by Mr. Wallis as to 
whether the Ladies' Guild had been asked to 
participate in the recent visit of London 
Branch, the reply being in the negative. 

CANTERBURY.—The Secretary informed mem
bers that a 'bus had been booked for Canterbury 
on August 10th. Early application is desirable 
by those intending to travel by this bus. A few 
more seats are still available for booking. 

VOTE OF THANKS.—A trifle belated but very 
acceptable was a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. 
and Mrs. Daw for their recent activities ; also 
to the host and hostess of the Brickmaker's 
Arms. 

Now that Mr. Daw has relieved the Secretary 
of The Dragon I must, warn all members that 
are getting so far in arrears with your payments 
that he will soon be on the trail to recover 
these sums, and I can assure you that he does 
not take "No" for an answer. So it's up to you ! 

What a change to see the members filling the 
room, and there's no reason why we should not 
have double or even treble that number. So 
come on, you old diehards, and get hold of 
the youngsters and bring them along. 

We have hopes of starting up our old social 
activities in the near future. Our first we are 
hoping to run at the Town Hall. 

We are hoping to see the photograph of the 
combined London and Medway Branches in 
this month's Dragon. 

I shall shortly be booking a 'bus for the 
branch visit to London, so please bear this in 
mind. 



London Branch Visit to Medway 
Photo by Kent Messenger. 
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Our new Committee is composed of all 
young members this year, so we are looking 
forward to some more branch activity during 
the coming yeaf. They should have quite a 
lot of new ideas between them. 

This concludes our notes for this month, 
with best wishes to all members of the 
Association. 

A.J.M. 

Ramsgate Branch. 
Sorry I did not send any report of this 

branch's visit to Sandwich for the May issue 
of The Dragon. My notes went in before the 
13th, shall I say in anticipation of an early 
issue of The Dragon? Mr. Thirsk did the 
scoring correctly. I think the darts games 
were five to Sandwich and four to Ramsgate, 
but our team's names were not quite authentic 
or else I have some new members. By the way, 
as far as I can recollect my partner was Capt. 
Knight, not Dick Atkins. Dick was on the 
Casualty List as missing. He went out on a 
route march sampling "wallop" (this is a 
conclusion that I presume). I think also, when 
I play darts that I go on early, as after three 
hours in the sun (I mean "Ship" !) one is not so 
energetic as early on. Anyhow, we had a good 
evening and look forward to a return visit from 
Sandwich. 

This has been a very hectic month. We had 
a visit from Folkestone on our meeting night, 
May 16th. Mr. Ted Swendell was in the Chair, 
supported by an array of a dozen gentlemen 
and well over 100 members in attendance. 
Major H. J. H. Taylor and Mr. Swendell 
welcomed Colonel Wilson and members of the 
Folkestone Branch and expressed Ramsgate 
Branch's appreciation of their kind visit. 
Major Taylor hoped their stay would be a 
pleasant one. 

Mr. Swendell closed the business proceedings 
and handed the entertaining of the visitors to 
Captain R. Morgan, Chairman of the Social 
Committee. I might say Captain Morgan and 
his Committee did this job excellently and 
every member of both branches enjoyed them
selves thoroughly. 

One little rub I would like to have at Arthur 
Orchard is do not bring so many of No. 10 
Platoon. Those stories are of the days of my 
youth. I am an Esquire now. 

I close now with best wishes from Ramsgate 

Margate Branch. 
On Wednesday, June 4th a Conference was 

held at the George and Dragon, Charlotte 
Square, Margate. Sorry, we should have said 
"a branch meeting was held" as above. You see, 
Margate and its Conference have been very 
much to the fore lately, and I'm afraid past and 
present association of ideas caused the slip. 

At the meeting the Chair was taken by Capt. 
Tilleard, supported by our energetic Secretary, 
Mr. H. Ingram, several members of the Com
mittee and, alas ! but very few members. At 
this time of the year, unfortunately, attendance 
dwindles, although one would suppose that one 
night in the month could be spared from the 
work which the Summer season undoubtedly 
brings to many of our members, and which they 
would find a pleasant change. One or two, of 
course, don't care a tinker's cuss—there, now 
we're back where we started and had better 
conclude ere worse befalls. 

Folkestone Branch. 
SMOKING CONCERT.—For our May meeting 

business was dispensed with, and a Smoking 
Concert was held in the Clubroom. The 
organisers put on a highly entertaining pfo
gramme, which was much appreciated by all. 
We were pleased to number among our guests 
Lieut.Colonel M. P. D. Dewar (O.C, H.C. 
I.T.C.), Major P. J. Lewis, Major A. J. Peareth, 
Capt. E. G. Cox (Adjutant, 4th Battalion), 
Captain and Quartermaster Burt (4th Bat
talion) and Captain D. V. Coote. Our Branch 
Chairman (Lieut.Colonel C. E. Wilson), Mr. 
W. J. Tyrrell and some 125 members plus friends 
were present, including members of Hythe and 
Dover Branches. 

The thanks of all are due to the artists who 
contributed to a splendid evening s entertain
ment, to those responsible for the arrangements 
and also to the ladies for so nicely serving up 
the sandwiches, etc. 

VISIT TO RAMSGATE.—During May a coach 
load of our members visited Ramsgate Branch 
by kind invitation and spent a pleasant evening 
in their company. Their business agenda was 
short, and after the Chairman had extended 
to us a warm welcome, Colonel Wilson suitably 
replied. Drinks and chatter then before the 
order of the evening, interspersed with a sing
song to piano and accordion accompaniment 
by Ramsgate members. It is believed we lost 
at darts. 
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GAMES NIGHT,—On June 11th we had a visit 
from a strong party of Ramsgate and Canter
bury members, and held a games tournament 
in the Clubroom. Games resulted as follows :— 
billiards and snooker—Folkestone 3 ; Rams
gate 1, Darts 4—4. Shovehalfpenny—Folke
stone 3, Ramsgate 1 ; Crib—Ramsgate 6, 
Folkestone 1. Totals—Ramsgate and Canter
bury 12, Folkestone 11. 

We certainly took a bashing at crib, and the 
two youngsters who lost us the "rubber" at 
shovehalfpenny are believed to be going into 
serious training for the next games night. 

We were glad to have Major Peareth and his 
Assistant with us for the evening. Thanks, 
Ramsgate and Canterbury members, for coming 
along ; we hope that you all enjoyed yourselves. 

In this connection we also thank the Com
mittee of "D" Company Club for the use of the 
Clubroom; the hardworking stewards; and 
also the ladies again for serving up the sand
wiches. 

JULY MEETING.—Our next meeting will be on 
Tuesday, July 8th. All members please note : 
there will be a lot of business to discuss, and all 
arrangements will be made known for the 
Annual Memorial Service at Canterbury on 
Sunday, August 10th. This is a date to remem
ber, so members, put it in your diary and also 
turn up at the July meeting on the 8th, same 
time, same place, and make a note of the 
arrangements. 

Glad to see our ViceChairman, Bill Brunger, 
at the games night, after his recent indisposition, 
which prevented him from attending recent 
gatherings. 

We are also glad to hear that Jack Vallintine 
was able to visit the Club recently, and that his 
progress towards recovery will continue. 

T.L.H. 

Our Contemporaries 
"Journal of the Royal Army Service Corps" (February 

March, April, May). "The Sapper" (March, April, May,' 
June). "The Queen's Own Gazette" (March, April, 
May). "The Tank" (March, April, May). "The K.S.L.I. 
and Herefordshire Regimental Journal" (January, 
April). "Springbok" (February). "St. George's Gazette" 
(February, March, April). "The Lion and the Rose" 
(Winter, 1946 ; Spring, 1947). "The Green Howards' 
Gazette" (March, April, May). "Journal of the Honour
able Artillery Company" (February, March). "Faugha
Ballagh (February). "The Borderers' Chronicle" 
(March). "The Oak Tree" (Spring). "The Suffolk 
Regimental Gazette" (March, April). "Our Empire 
Today" (April, May, June). "The Gunner" (April, 
May, June). "The Snapper" (April, May). "The Army 
Catering Corps Journal" (April). "The Sprig of 
Shillelagh" (Spring, Summer). "The Iron Duke" (June). 

2nd Battalion. 
AS will be gathered from 

**the company notes, this 
month has seen an epidemic 
of notable events, the chief 
being the Guard of Honour 
to the CommanderinChief, 
Lieut.Gen. Sir Neil Ritchie, 
K.B.E., C.B., D.S.O., M.C., 
and a Memorial Service for 
King Christian X of Den
mark. 

^ \ | j f The C.inC. visited the 
AEn ^ Colony on April 9th and 

stayed several days. The 
— battahon found a Guard of 

Honour consisting of 3 
Officers and 50 Other Ranks. The guard was 
commanded by Capt. K. M. Cole. Other 
Officers on the guard were Lieut. E. Ayres and 
Lieut. Burrows, who carried the Colours. The 
C.O. had selected and drilled the guard himself, 
and every member was fitted out with a new 
suit of clothing specially for the occasion. 

The guard formed up in the road immediately 
opposite the landing stage where the C.inC. 
stepped ashore from his motor launch. The 
Band of the 2nd Battalion West Yorkshire 
Regiment was present and played the Regi
mental March. After inspecting the guard, 
General Ritchie congratulated Captain Cole on 
the excellent turnout. The G.O.C. who accom
panied the C.inC. later told the C.O. that it 
was the best guard of honour that he had seen 
for a very long time. 

The following morning General Ritchie 
visited the detachment at Lye Mun, where he 
was introduced to company commanders and a 
number of other officers. He remained approx
imately an hour and inspected the dining hall 
and one of the company's billets. 

A ceremonial parade was held on the morning 
of April 30th when the battalion formed up on 
the square at Murray Barracks and marched to 
St. John's Cathedral behind the band of the 
West Yorkshire Regiment for a Memorial 
Service for King Christian X. 

All Officers and Danish soldiers wore mourn
ing armbands, and the Danes were excused 
guards in order that they could attend. 

The congregation stood while the band played 
Beethoven's Funeral March and the Colours 
were brought into the Cathedral and presented 
to the Dean at the High Altar. 
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The lesson was read in Danish by the Danish 
Consul (Mr. Kay Neckelman), who is well
known to this battalion, and the C.O. also read 
the lesion in English. The service included an 
address and prayers by the Rev. Erik Kuan, 
who is the Danish Padre in this area. The 
Last Post and Reveille were sounded, and the 
congregation then sang the Danish National 
Anthem. 

The congregation remained standing while 
the Colours were carried out of the Cathedral 
at the slow march. The battalion formed up 
again outside and marched back to Murray 
Barracks. All our Danes were impressed with 
the service. 

There have been a lot of sporting events this 
month. The Hong Kong Individual Athletic 
Championships were held on April 25th and the 
battalion was strongly represented. The best 
performance of the day was put up by 2/Lieut. 
Broadley, who won the 440 Yards in 48 seconds 
on a slow track. 

We have gone in for boxing in a really big way 
recently. It started with our own Battalion 
Novices' Competition, and this was followed 
with the InterServices' Novices' Competition 
and the All Services' Open Tournament. In 
the latter we did remarkably well, Lieut. 
Tunnel, Pte. Rassmussen and Pte. Bethelsen all 
winning their fights against stiff opposition. 
We are now training hard for the Battalion 
Athletic Sports, which are going to take place 
on Albuhera Day. 

The detachment at Lyemun ("B", "C" and 
H.Q. Companies) have just moved to Stanley 
Barracks, and everyone is busy settling in and 
frantically checking stores to make certain that 
nothing has been lost. 

We have just received five crates of property 
from the Depot and are pleased to report that 
all arrived safely and intact. These included 
the Latham Centrepiece, various sports cups 
and shields and two crates of comforts. We 
congratulate Sgt. Garrett of the Depot on the 
excellent way in which he packed these crates. 

In closing, we send our best wishes to all 
serving Buffs and all members of the Past and 
Present Association. 

Sergeants' Mess. 
As reported last month, theBattalion is split in two, 

but at present the Battalion Mess is Stanley Barracks, 
with the Detachment Mess at Murray Barracks. 

Highlight of this month was undoubtedly the arrival 
of the Mess Silver and other little items which have been 
looked forward to for some time. Imagination only 
can give the true picture of with what care they were 
unpacked by the R.S.M. 

Several new members have been welcomed in the 
Mess this month and their names will undoubtedly be 
wellknown among Buffs of the Regular Army. They 
are C.S.M. Fred Turmaine, C/Sgt. Frank Pawley and 
Sgt. Tommy Tucker. 

As always, however, each month ruthlessly takes 
away old friends and the harvest of time for this month 
includes some of our brightest lights. 

C/Sgt. Smudger Smith, Sgts. George Ellis, Burr 
Webber and—Yorkshire's gift to The Buffs—Alf 
Burgoyne. Could one pertinently ask who is going to 
support Devlin now when Yorkshire's cricketing prowess 
is questioned ? 

Some of the members who are attached to the 
Battalion Mess are saying goodbye to The Buffs and 
we all sincerely hope that they have enjoyed their 
association with the 2nd Battalion. They are Bandmaster 
Chalky White and BandSergeant Spud Murphy, who, 
together with their "Symphonic Entourage", are leaving 
us for a tour of Malaya. Your correspondent is sure 
that the Bandmaster's eyes will be a little brighter 
when he has left, if the theory of Increased Energy being 
proportionate to the Decreased Bottle Consumption is 
true. 

Another old friend who will shortly go on his way 
rejoicing is R.S.M. Nutty Edwards, having completed 
the job of giving the Jap War Criminals hell—may we 
ask which important personage of the Battalion gave 
this worthy those instructions upon the occasion of a 
Mess function ? 

Last month's somewhat gloomy report of the Mess's 
record in the sports line has been considerably brightened 
by a fine darts win over a strong H.Q. Land Forces team 
last week. Stalwart redeemers of our honour and respect 
in the colony were : C.S.M. Turmaine, C/Sgts. "G.10" 
Palmer, Frank Pawley and Bangers Day, Sgts. Jerry 
Ovenden, Jimmy James and the "mighty Wurlitzer", 
Jimmy Organ. Congratulations, boys—a good show. 

This month saw, unfortunately, the death of King 
Christian X of Denmark, our ColonelinChief. Our 
sympathy goes out to the members of the Danish Royal 
Family and to all Danes serving in the British Army, 
and especially to those serving in our Regiment. 

The notes this month will be short, as all, including 
your correspondent, are keyed up for Albuhera Day 
and its attendant functions. 

It is felt that a quiet, dry and restful period of 
preparation is required in order to do full justice to the 
festivities arranged. 

Until next month, then, R.S.M. Moore and the 
members of the Sergeants' Mess of the 2nd Battalion 
wish all Buffs everywhere the best of everything. 

Headquarter Company. 
COMPANY HEADQUARTERS. 

Just in time to catch the post and prevent a rocket 
from The Dragon Correspondent. 

Now comfortably housed in Stanley, with an even 
better view than that at Lyemun. "A very nice spot" 
is the general verdict and a homely atmosphere with 
the married families in residence just across the road. 
A dance now becomes a possibility and Albuhera Day 
is nominated for the first try out. 

We welcome to the Company old soldier New (19 years 
and still happy)—what about it you group:happy 
chaps ? There is something about the army that gets 
you. 
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Colour Party followed by "A" Company 
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SIGNAL PLATOON. 
Perhaps the most interesting event of late was the 

move from Lyemun to Stanley. Over a period of a week 
we successfully took over Stanley Barracks from the 
1st Devons. Five unfortunate members of the Platoon 
who marched up hill and down dale for eight miles to 
get here appeared rather dubious about the "success
fully". 

Last week we lost two members of the platoon. 
Pte. Bradford, who joined us two years back, and Pte. 
Johnke, who came just after Christmas. They are now 
both in Kowloon with 27 Field Artillery. 

In the Hong Kong Athletic Championship last week 
Cpl. Higgs represented the Buffs and the Signals. He 
did very well to gain third place in the 220 yards sprint. 
Unfortunately there is little to say this time about 
football. Owing to lack of pitches and the InterCompany 
League Competition, the Signals (though represented 
in the Company team) have been unable to play any 
interplatoon games. 

Our amateur radio maniac, Cpl. Barrett, is hanging 
around the Signal Office these days awaiting the arrival 
of his radio licence. He promises to broadcast these 
notes straight to Blighty in future. 

Before ending we must mention that Sgt. Jerry 
Ovenden (58 group) and Pte. Ben Holmes (56 group), 
our D.R., are in a perpetual sweat about demob. 
Timeex. is a common expression these days. 

That's all for now. 

MORTAR PLATOON. 

In consequence of LIAP, Demob., Repat., etc., the 
Mortar Platoon is now in a sadly depleted state, 
numbering 18, including all N.C.O.s, and are faced with 
the prospect of losing still more in the near future. 
During the next few weeks, however, it is expected that 
new recruits will be joining us, most probably from 
drafts on their way out from England, which are 
scheduled to arrive shortly. The platoon have played 
very few football matches lately as they have been 
devoted mainly to company games, although, no doubt, 
we could still beat Signals even with the loss of our star 
players, Osborn and Garmston. 

Regarding the move to Stanley, the Mortars were 
very fortunate in being the advance party, who went 
by truck. The rest of H.Q., with "B" and "C" 
Companies, marched from Lyemun, a distance of some 
ten miles, over extremely hilly country and the weather 
at the hottest it had been for some time. Still, Mortars 
were there to greet them in, but with not a drop of water, 
as it is rationed and is only on for about one hour each 
day. L/Cpl. (Gee) Lee was very impressed with his 
Mortar Stores, a converted garage, and with his mucker 
the Signal storeman (Budy Barrett) assured us that he 
spent a very comfortable night, even if it was a trifle 
damp. The carriers reached Stanley in pairs under the 
expert guidance of Cpl. Bailey, who arrived amidst the 
wailing of sirens and clattering of tracks. The first 
question that was asked him, was by a young boy who 
wanted to know how the tanks were driven, and was 
quite surprised when told that they were carriers. And 
so with yet another move completed and with the 
prospects of us staying here some months, we say 
cheerio, and wish all our fellowBuffs all the best. 

We all said farewell to Lyemun Barracks at 0940 hours, 
Tuesday, 7th May, when we left to start our march to 
Stanley Barracks. I might add that I think everybody 
felt a little sorry to leave, as we had just begun to get 
settled down there and regarded it as home from home. 
We eventually arrived at Stanley somewhere around 
1200 hours, after a march that went quite well all the 
way. After a wash and clean up, all members of the 
platoon once again set to the mile march which we 
have to make to all meals, etc. By 2130 hours everybody 
had settled in and were prepared to lay down their 
weary bones on their great friends—the charpoys. Just 
before leaving Lyemun Barracks we welcomed six new 
members into the platoon in which were included a 
signwriter, Pte. Rasmussen. Which, I might add once 
again, is a great help to us owing to our present sign
writer, the "Great Cpl. Allred", being group 56. 

Well, readers, with the dawn of a new day upon us 
and the hope that the married families will want several 
jobs done—did someone mention "Cha" ? 

PIONEER PLATOON. 

Once again the Pioneer Platoon bring you more 
information as to our new barracks and recent activities. 

Colour Party 
C.Q.M.S. Day, 2/Lt. Tamlyn, C.Q.M.S. Palmer, 

2/Lt. Baker, C.Q.M.S. Huntley 
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Administration Company. 
For the Company, new arrivals have been our main 

source of interest. The first to arrive was C.S.M. 
Turmaine, who has taken over duties of C.S.M. of the 
Company. We offer him a hearty welcome, and hope 
his stay with the Company will be long and happy. 
Within two days of his arrival Captain Wogan Browne 
arrived back, looking fit and well, to take over duties 
of Company Commander from Captain Russell, who is 
shortly leaving for home, but who is going as Second in 
Command of "B" Company for the remainder of his 
time with the Battalion. We wish both good luck at 
their new positions. 

With regards to sport, etc., football has been the chief 
event. In the Battalion League Table we stand one 
above the officers' team. Is that good or bad ? But 
came the day that these teams met and we lost sadly, 
3—o to be exact, and how can we lift our heads again ? 
We have, however, had some excellent matches, the 
best being against "A" Company, which ended in a 
goalless draw, the goalkeeping of Pte. Harrington 
(M.T.) being the high light of the game. As usual, the 
Company has excelled itself on the hockey field, taking 
on an "A" team from 45 Commando's and beating them 
3—1. We are very lucky to have the assistance of such 
towers of strength as Cpl. Davis, who is attached to the 
Company, and therefore plays for it. On the hockey 
field our closest rivals are the West Yorks Band, who 
are living with the Battalion and H.Q. Company. A good 
and hard game results from a match with either of these 
two teams. But games are having to go by the board 
due to the fact that the Battalion is in the middle of a 
move to Stanley Barracks, thereby making players 
unavailable. 

The next big event is the Battalion Athletic Meeting 
on Albuhera Day, when we all hope to see the black 
and white flag of Administration Company right upon 
the top instead of the bottom as happened last time. 
TugofWar is the chief main event for us, as a fair 
majority of the 15stoners find their way to the Company. 
So until it is over we will all have our fingers crossed 
(for luck, of course). 

M.T. PLATOON. 

Since our last notes there has been very little excite
ment here in Hong Kong. The only thing worth 
recording, perhaps, is that we have managed to rid 
ourselves of most of the dilapidated and "timeex." 
transport that we acquired when we first came to the 
colony. It was with some reluctance, however, that 
Stainer parted with his "Mobile Sanitorium", but is 
now quite happy with his new charge. 

Happy Hattersley and Pipty Group Bonner went 
home on the last boat, being two of the oldest members 
of the platoon. Things hardly seem the same without 
them, but Pipty Group was more than pleased to get 
away ; being deprived of his few remaining railings 
just prior to leaving this "Army Kahner" was too 
much for his gums ! 

We have plenty of new blood in the platoon, mostly 
Kentish men : Codling, Eaton and Norris, to mention 
just a few, not forgetting Jacobsen, the only Danish 
representative to join us so far. 

Sgt. Charlie Zeck left us a few weeks ago en route for 
release. We wish him all the best in Civvy Street, and 
welcome Sgt. Nobby Clarke to fill the gap. 

Texas Dann is also on his way home. We hope he 
doesn't have the misfortune to land a job with a filling 
station back there. 

Another new arrival is L/Cpl. Butch Harman. 
Although an old "B" Company man until his repat. 
last August, there is every indication that he will be 
just as popular as Texas, having decided that he 
wouldn't take the plunge into Civvy Street just yet. 
In taking over from Texas we hope he will feel quite 
at home with the M.T. after being so long with "B" 
Company. 

Cpl. Frankish and Cpl. "Big Joe" Coomber have 
recently joined us and are quite popular with the lads. 
The former being "just the kiddie", to use Sgt. Spike 
Loveridge's expression. 

The platoon is still split up, nearly half of us being at 
Lyemun Barracks, awaiting the move to Stanley 
Barracks, and judging by the comments so far, there is 
every chance that lots will have to be drawn to decide" 
who is to stay on "The Edge of Nowhere", this being 
the name that Stanley has acquired. But, as always, 
there is no doubt that we shall make the best of a bad 
job. 

"A" Company. 

We closed last month saying that we should tell you 
all about our Company Athletic Meeting this month. 
Well, here goes. 

No. 1 Platoon was a very successful winner, thanks 
to the keen interest and efforts of Pte. W. Johnson, 
who rallied such a fine group of performers. 

They were not hard pushed to maintain a lead 
throughout the day, but Nos. 2 and 3 Platoons showed 
worthy spirit and earnest endeavour, common in all 
events. Lieut. Webber received the Cup for No. 1 
Platoon. 

Successful competitors were : Pte. Ginger (and still 
"Get your hair cut") Harris, 100 yards ; Pte. M. 
Barrago, 220 yards ; the Mile was won by 2/Lieut. 
Bishop ; Sgt. Sibley rather ran away with the field 
events, winning a foursome, the High Jump, Long 
Jump, Throwing the Cricket Ball and Throwing the 
Javelin ; Pte. F. Larsen, Throwing the Discus ; and 
Pte. W. Pedersen, Putting the Shot. 

It was a grand day and the weather was most kind. 
By the way, the Company Commander was last in 

the "Balancing the Beer Bottle" race. It is said that 
never before has he stared at a full bottle of beer, so 
solidly, for so long. 

C.S.M. Batson bellowed beautifully, as announcer, 
right to the end of a perfect day. We hope to have 
more of them. (Sports days, not SergeantMajors.) 

In the football sphere we have been in the throes of a 
League Competition and, we think through over
confidence, lost quite a number of points, 3 in fact, by 
drawing 0—0 to Administration Company and being 
defeated by H.Q., 1—0. However, it still appears that 
we will play off for the Top of the League with "C" 
Company, a team that has been doing remarkably well. 
This should be early in May. L/Cpl. Giles is now 
captaining the team for us and a steady job it is too. 

Arrivals and departures of all ranks have been rather 
numerous both ways, and if we named everybody, The 
Dragon would have to publish a supplement, so we 
will just say welcome, all you arrivals, and good luck 
and cheerio, all you departures, wherever you may be, 
and wish you all that we wish ourselves. 

Things are much the same in Hong Kong, but the 
weather is getting more to the liking of the "brown
knees" and "thinbloods" and next month should see 
us entering our hot spell. 
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"B" Company. 
Many goals have been scored (for and against), a 

lot of events have taken place, and not a few bricks 
have been dropped since our last notes went in for 
censorship and publication. 

So much has happened this month that we have 
hardly had time to get dressed (or undressed) for one 
thing, before the next item on the agenda has taken 
place. We have had boxing, football, C.O.'s Parades, 
R.S.M.'s Parades, C.inC.'s Inspections, C.O.'s In
spections, Company Commander's Inspections, Guards 
of Honour, and moves. 

We are now in such a daze that we cannot remember 
rightly whether we should guard our chins and move 
quickly, or present the C.inC. with a butt in the eye 
and a straight left to the solar plexus. 

We regret to say that we have lost one or two football 
matches. However, we can't hope to win everything. 
We won the recent athletic sports by a very wide 
margin, i.e. when a Battalion Order appeared that there 
was to be a C.O.'s Ceremonial Drill Parade on Saturday 
morning, "B" Company managed to produce at least 
20 men, who arrived at the barber's shop 100 yards 
ahead of "C" and H.Q. Companies. Whether this was 
due to fright, necessity, or to all the training that we 
have been doing lately for the battalion sports, we are 
not quite sure, but it doesn't really matter. The fact is 
that we were there first. Incidentally, talking of hair, 
what we want to know is, so long as it is tucked away 
inside the hat, does it really matter how long one's hair 
is on top ? Some say three inches and the C.O. thinks 
even less than this. Is there anything laid down in the 
pamphlet or K.R.s ? We feel that it is no use writing 
to Professor Joad of the B.B.C. Brains Trust, since 
professors always have hair at least six inches long, 
anyway. 

We feel a certain amount of sympathy for our Chinese 
Laundry manager. The climate during the last month 
has been very wet. Consequently, it has been difficult 
to get the clothes dry. With the recent spate of 
ceremonial parades, the laundry manager has been 
chivied, badgered and chased right and left, and centre, 
to produce clean and pressed Olive Green suits for these 
parades. He is now suffering from a complaint which 
is completely unknown to, and incurable by, the modern 
medical profession, i.e. Lye Moon Laundry Blues. 

We also offer our sympathy to Pte. Denison, whose 
dog, "Butch", was recently put on a charge by Major 
Bailey, and sentenced to death for the murder of a 
certain number of sheep and goats in the neighbourhood. 
We feel that Pte. Denison should, at least, be con
gratulated for giving the dog a suitable name—"Butch". 

We feel honoured that Hong Kong Radio recently 
broadcast an hour of gramophone records specially 
requested by this Company and for the benefit of this 
Company. These records consisted of everything from 
opera (Gigli) to red hot rhythm. 

This month has seen the start of another war—the 
war against mosquitos. Two weeks ago was the "D" 
Day for the mosquitos' spring offensive. Thousands of 
mosquitos lined up ready to go over the starting line. 
The Company took up allround protection and mosquito 
nets went up at the double. We have a Company 
Mosquito Squad, headed by Cpl. Humphreys, and these 
men turn out at regular intervals with squirters, syringes, 
swatters and various other implements, and wage war 
on the mosquitos. We pride ourselves that we have had 
no cases of malaria so far. 

We hope that by the time our next month's notes go 
to press we shall be comfortably settled down in our new 
barracks at Stanley. We also hope to have found out 
by then whether Pte. Webb really is a regular soldier. 

<4C" Company. 
April started for "C" Company on a high note with 

the arrival of Lieut.General Sir Neil Ritchie. The 
Company was well represented in the guard of honour 
both by British and Danish personnel, and C.S.M. 
Percival held the fort as right marker (his usual 
position). Arrivals in the early part of the month were 
Sgt. Allen, who returned from a spell of duty in Malaya, 
and a new batch of stalwarts from a battalion of the 
Lincoln Regiment, which, like a lot more battalions 
these days, had gone into suspended animation. 

In the world of sport the Company has maintained 
its usual high standard. We have played seven major 
football matches during the month, six of which were 
league games, and we won all seven. A very good result, 
as all will agree. The stars of the month were L/Cpl. 
Lewis and Pte. Cushway, who seem to find Hong Kong 
the ideal football climate. We have not played any big 
hockey matches, but interplatoon competition has 
given plenty of practise for future games. Pte. Pickering 
is up to his usual standard which, as all old "Charlie" 
Company members know, is very high and we shall 
have our eyes on him when the serious matches start 
in the near future. 

The second half of the month was enjoyed by all 
ranks as with the weather improving swimming was 
much in the limelight. Parties to Sheko Bay, under 
Lieut. Twyman, who was Company Commander, were 
always in demand and led to a good list of entries for 
the swimming gala which is taking place at Kowloon in 
a week's time. 

All ranks of the Company were grieved to hear of the 
illness of our ColonelinChief, King Christian, and it 
came as a great blow to hear of the death of such a 
beloved monarch. The whole Company took part in 
the Memorial Service, which was held in Hong Kong 
Cathedral. The service, although short, was very 
impressive, the address being in Danish. 

We extend a hearty welcome to Major E. Edlmann 
on his arrival back from leave and his appointment to 
"C" Company. We hope he will find us as keen as we 
know he is. 

Congratulations to L/Cpl. Jones on his first step on 
the ladder of promotion ; also welcome to L/Cpls. 
Canham and Rosier and Ptes. Hall, Hayton, Heathfield, 
Jones, May, Moore, Morris, Mugridge and Nixon on 
their arrival in Hong Kong and their posting to us. 

44D" Company. 
How many times on parade has the R.S.M. been 

heard to shout, "Hit that rifle. If you break it I'll get 
you another one" ? Well, it was said once too often, 
because on the guard of honour rehearsal which we 
mentioned last month, Cpl. Arrowsmith broke the 
woodwork on his rifle. We feel this is just about the 
record. 

On April 15th a Forces' Novices' Boxing Competition 
was held. We had two entries from the Company, 
Ptes. Jensen and Andersen. They were unlucky to be 
drawn against each other in the semifinal. It was a 
good fight and Pte. Jensen just won on points, only to 
be beaten in the final. 

Continued on page 157
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Beneath Bell Harry. 
A FTER a bad start, 

^May turned out to 
be a most pleasant 
month, with very little 
rain, and ending in a 
really fierce heat wave. 

We duly opened our 
cricket season, and up 
to the end of the 
month had played nine 
matches, of which we 
had won three. This 
was not quite as bad 
as it looks on paper, 
as we badly lacked 
practice at the begin

ning and also could never get the same side 
together twice running. Batsmen could not 
see the ball, bowlers were anything but accurate 
in both length and direction, and catches were 
dropped far more frequently than they were 
held. Now, however, we have won three of 
our last four matches, our victims including 
Margate, reputedly one of the strongest sides 
in the neighbourhood, and Birchington. 

On occasion we have had to call in outside 
help, and Major H. A. Collins stepped nobly 
into the breech with 84 not out against Sheld
wich, and Brigadier Boucher compiled a stylish 
16 against Caxton House. Bandmaster Foster 
was unlucky to miss his century against 
Birchington, being stumped at 97 trying to 
hit the ball into Canterbury, and others who 
have made runs have been Captain Geoffrey 
Cox, Captain ffrench Blake (who has also 
claimed numerous victims behind the stumps), 
Captain Bax, Lieut. Hilditch, Sgt. Watson and 
Pte. Entwistle, by methods varying from the 
strictly orthodox to the purely agricultural. 

The most successful bowlers have been 
Captain Geoffrey Cox, Lieut. Beaumont, Lieut. 
Barrett, Lieut. Hilditch, Major Plumptre, Sgt. 
Fox, Pte. Smith and Pte. Messer, the last two 
being trainees. 

Lieut. Keown fields with great agility, and 
wears a cap which is worth several wickets 
against any side. 

We celebrated Albuhera Day with a parade 
and march past, at which the 2nd Battalon 
Band played and in the course of which the 
C.O. presented Long Service and Good Conduct 
Medals to Sgt. Shaw, Sgt. Newton and Sgt. 
Garrett. 

In the afternoon there was a Sports Meeting 
at the end of which the C.O. presented the prizes, 
two outstanding performances being that of 
Captain and Mrs. ffrench Blake finishing second 
in the threelegged race and of Major Dare, 
who won the Officers' 100 yards in the world 
record time of 8 seconds. Admittedly he had 
a fairly big start over some of his more youthful 
competitors, but he moved in a way which 
suggested he could have beaten one or two of 
them level. 

We have had many visitors this month, 
including Major Craig, Major Collins, Major 
Critchley, Captain McGrath, and Lieut. Bennett 
from the 1st Battalion, Major Morgan, Major 
Lucas and Major Edmeades. The last two are 
returning here next month as members of the 
Permanent Staff, and we take this opportunity 
of welcoming them. 

We were also very glad to have Colonel Howe 
as our guest for two days when he came down 
for the meeting of the Regimental Committee. 

Sergeants' Mess. 
Albuhera Day was clearly a revival of prewar days 

this year ; not perhaps quite so resplendant, but a 
definite holiday for a change and rounded off by sports 
in which recruits and permanent staff competed. 

The usual All Ranks Dance, owing to the Band 
engagements, was the only thing the older hands missed 
and weaker beer kept all sober and correct. The 
presentation of three Long Service and Good Conduct 
Medals, all to members of the Mess, was carried out in 
traditional manner, two being duly wet in the usual 
way. A third is yet to have the honour. 

The sports were for the most part won by recruits, 
although "Have a go" Richards romped home in one 
race, and a company bicycle, borrowed by the R.S.M., 
was duly mounted in an attempt in the slow cycle 
event. It has since been confirmed that this bicycle 
has been repaired by the armourer. The wetting of 
medals was apparently the reason for the poor results 
in the other events. 

By the time these notes appear in print the R.S.M. 
and Sgt. Young will be drawing up their civvy clothes. 
The former is eager to get out so that he can interview 
the local M.P. on clothing coupon distribution ; that's 
the worst of having three grown up ladies in the family. 
Sgt. Young is getting in some bartending practice in 
readiness for civvy street. I almost forgot Sgt. Croucher, 
but fortunately noticing a form in P.T. kit sunbathing 
has reminded me that this member will shortly be digging 
for the Peace on the top of the pit at twenty pounds a 
week. This only temporarily until Maxie sets him up 
as manager at the New Maidstone Hotel. 

The S.I.M. has been kind enough, both by production 
of photos and personal introduction, to prove that all 
is not gold that glitters. I was bribed by him not to 
reproduce the excellent spot of photography in this 
issue, but shall bear it in mind in case of future W.T. 
courses. 

A recent member in the P/T. staff is just learning the 
ropes. I can give assurance, however, that for tips on 
form he can do no better than listen in at meals. The 
Q.M.I, gets hold of the wrong types, the clinging variety, 
and hence the visits to Heme Bay, etc. 
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Lofty has gone on leave to retrieve his fortune at 
Dumpton Park ; a tip here is watch C/Sgt. Laker. 

The next occasion for celebration will be in August 
when the 1st Battalion Colours are being trooped. Two 
excellent Colour Escorts would be the Orderly Room 
Sergeant and the Provost Sergeant. 

We have said cheerio to the Armourer Sergeant, who 
has been replaced by a new one. Our former one is 
shortly to be a daddy. We wish him luck and hope to 
see him again. He could give Maxie some tips ! To the 
new Armourer Sergeant bur best wishes for a happy 
start. 

Sgt. Killick has been around quite often in nice 
company and the continual absence of Sheriff Forster 
surely hasn't similar reasons ? 

Last, to finish off these notes, I should like to mention 
that on Saturdays—or on most days of the week—the 
Past and Present members of the Canterbury Branch 
would like to see any of the members at the Club 
situated on the road towards Canterbury East Station. 

Headquarter Company. 
(IN LIGHTER VEIN.) 

We have always thought that writing company notes 
for a regimental journal must be a delicate and difficult 
task because of the large variety of interests and news 
to be covered. Now that we have actually started on a 
literary venture, we find that the difficulties are made 
even greater by the peculiar nature of our own Company. 
Our members are distributed in all corners of the 
Barracks, engaged in occupations ranging from the 
semiprofessional to the most mundane, and we have 
had difficulty in contacting even a few of them for the 
purpose of compiling some Company news. In fact, 
we don't think that many people in the Unit realise how 
numerous and varied we are ; unless, of course, they 
have attempted to force their way through the hordes 
of cooks, clerks, batmen and sanitary engineers assembled 
in the corridor outside the Company Office on Thursdays 
at 11 o'clock, and just recently, much to our.disappoint
ment, on the same day at 4 o'clock. Having almost 
successfully succeeded in budgeting our pay to allow 
for a week's supply of Dalton cigarettes we find now 
that we have to scrounge round for "buttends" for an 
extra five hours each pay day. 

The impending doom of PA YE is a subject freely 
discussed and derided on pay parade, although, no 
doubt, there is a far greater burden on C/Sgt. Maxwell's 
shoulders: We hear, however, that when the "Q" does 
take his time off, he really "goes to town" (ably assisted 
by that tower of bronzed humanity, usually seen sun
bathing outside the gymnasium, C.S.M.I. Firth). 
Perhaps these celebrations are because the "Q" is about 
to take a "q" on his 1157 in the near future. Con
gratulations, anyway, Colour, we wish we could obtain 
sufficient rations to give us the strength to do the same. 

Congratulations are also due to Sgt. Ruppert, your 
Personnel Selection Sergeant. His ability to pick out 
recruits for the right job has been proved by his selecting 
a bride for himself. No doubt she had to pass the 
"matrix" test before changing her name. We understand 
they are now on their honeymoon and we wish them 
the best of luck. Another recruit to the marital state 
of bliss is Pte. Smart. We careworn husbands of many 
years' standing venture to suggest that Pte. Smart is 
not all that his name implies. Good luck, anyway. 

In spite of the recent blazing sunshine, the Company 
have not yet been able to produce a cricket team on the 
sports field. This is not due to our not having the 
talent within our numbers, but to that fact that if even 
eleven of us deserted our posts for an afternpon's cricket, 
the smooth running of the whole Unit would be in 
danger. This has appeared imminent when half the 
Company have an hour's community education on 
Saturday mornings (an innovation for H.Q. Company, 
peculiar, we believe, to any other training unit). It is 
a change from the normal routine, anyway, and helps 
to break up the seemingly endless Saturday morning, 
when we all tend to watch the Clock a little closer than 
on any other day of the week. 

We all, however, welcome the opportunity of meeting 
the Padre for an hour once a month (again on Saturday 
morning). We have often felt that the Church should 
be more within our midst than it has been in the past. 
Again, our wide dispersal and variety of jobs has made 
it impossible for the Padre to come round and see us 
individually, so our new Padre's Hour will, we are sure, 
help to bring us more in contact with each other and 
our common beliefs. 

Just before going to press, we learn that our Orderly 
Sergeant has again been posting notices and orders in 
our Barrack Room. It is now impossible to turn round 
in our Montgomery suite (h. and c.) without being 
confronted by L/Cpl. May's signature. No doubt the 
notice on the locked door of the C.O.S.'s bunk, which 
has for the last six months read, "Gone to top NAAFI— 
back in half an hour", will be altered to, "I careth not 
for thee, Jack, I'm alright", signed, of course, .... 

No. 1 Company. 
The first few days of the month saw L/Cpl. Ginger 

Fleet's departure from the Company into civvy street 
where we hope he will meet with success. Whilst on 
the subject of departures, L/Cpl. Casey is getting some 
practice in during the hot weather for his overseas 
posting. He leaves early next month and we wish him 
the very best of luck. 

On Albuhera Day the Company took part in a parade 
in the morning and the sports in the afternoon. Our 
Company representatives did very well, winning the 
440 yards (L/Cpl. Frazer), Long Jump (L/Cpl. Axford), 
220 yards (Pte. Quaife), Throwing the Cricket Ball 
(Pte. Ryall) and the 220 yards Company Relay. I must 
also mention the excellent performances of Sgt. Closier 
in the Threelegged Race, L/Cpl. Fleet in the Obstacle 
Race and Lieut. Beaumont in the Slow Cycle Race. 

Sgt. Forster is back with us again after completing 
his course at Warminster. 

The Whitsun leave went down very well, but don't 
forget those who battled with the new intake of 22nd May. 

A common sight these days is to see N.C.O.s arguing 
about lessons in the New Pamphlet as to how many 
drops of oil on the bolt, etc. Some day it will all be clear. 

Congratulations must be given to Cpl. Gunnell on his 
promotion—Well done! The midnight oil is now 
being burned by N.C.O.s swotting under the R.A.E.C. 
Sergeant. 

This brings us to the end of another month's activities 
and we all hope the next month will bring as many 
interesting events as possible. 

No. 2 Company. 
We stated in our last month's notes that we were 

looking forward to a "brilliant summer". Well, that 
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seems to have come and left us in the last few days of 
this week. 

However, the Company still struggles on under very 
trying conditions. Only this week two of our old 
colleagues, Sgt. Watson and Sgt. Kendell, are on their 
last stages of Army life, taking prerelease courses. 
Also we say goodbye to Cpl. Smudger Smith, who has 
worked hard and well since he arrived twelve months 
ago from the old "C" Company. 

Last month people said they hadn't seen C.Q.M.S. 
Moore's Inventory Board lately ; now we don't even 
see him "tearing" around on a Barrack Check, for he's 
just left us to go on a course. We hope, however, he'll 
soon be back with us bringing his new ideas and spreading 
them through the Company. At the moment we have 
A/C.Q.M.S. Whitlock "bashing on" in his absence, 
just praying for the time the "Q" arrives back, so that 
he can take up his Orderly Sergeant's duties once again. 
What a steady "number" it is too—with tea in the bunk 
all day and the Platoon Officers looking in shouting, 
"Is it tea time yet ?". 

We hope in the near future that Lieut. Kerby will be 
able to obtain wardrobes for each man after showing 
us his "Pukka Kit Layout". Also, some N.C.O.s are 
asking for table tops to make the blankets look nice 
and square. 

We welcome Lieut. MorganGrenville to the Company 
and trust that his stay will be a long and happy one. 

Life all round is very hectic, what with guard duties, 
rifle teams and District Sports Meetings. We have been 
well represented in all these activities. We take this 
opportunity of congratulating all those who took part 
in the District Sports. Well done, "Chaucer Company". 

By the time these notes go to press the P.T.C. team 
for the I.C.I. Challenge Cup will have been chosen. 
We wish them every success. 

Home Counties I.T.C. 
Albuhera Day. 

ALBUHERA Day was celebrated by The 
Buffs and The Royal Fusiliers at the Home 

Counties Brigade I.T.C. at Shorncliffe on May 
16th. A parade of the two linked regiments was 
inspected by MajorGeneral the Hon. Gerald 
Scarlett, Colonel of The Buffs, who also took the 
salute. At the request of the Colonel of The 
Royal Fusiliers, General Sir Reginald May, who 
was unable to be present at Shorncliffe, Major
General Scarlett inspected the Royal Fusiliers. 

The parade, commanded by Major P. J. Lewis, 
The Buffs, was formed up in line on Moore 
Barracks square, and comprised The Buffs 
Training Company, commanded by Captain 
I. S. Clarke, The Royal Fusiliers Training 
Company (Major S. M. Rose) and The Buffs 
and The Royal Fusiliers Holding Company 
(Major F. G. B. Wills, The Buffs). 

After inspection by MajorGeneral Scarlett, 
who was accompanied by Lieut .Colonel M. P. 
D. Dewar, The Buffs, Officer Commanding 

Home Counties Brigade I.T.C., the parade 
formed up in three sides of a square for the 
presentation of Certificates of Good Service to 
C.S.M. G. W. Chapman, The Buffs, and Sgt. 
A. Jamieson, also of The Buffs, who are on the 
Permanent Staff of 2 Training and Holding 
(Drafting) Company. 

After a short address by General Scarlett, 
who spoke primarily to the younger soldiers, 
emphasising the long and friendly relations of 
the two regiments in peace and war, the parade 
marched past the saluting base. 

Refreshments were served afterwards in 
Moore Barracks Sergeants' Mess, where relations 
and friends of Officers, Warrant Officers and 
Sergeants were entertained. 

All Buffs and Fusiliers in station sat down to a 
threecourse lunch, with beer, in Moore Barracks 
dining hall. The meal was prepared and 
efficiently served by members of the Army 
Catering Corps. 

General Scarlett visited the dining hall and 
was particularly interested in the serving of the 
meal; he spoke at some length to Cpl. Davis, 
The Buffs, who has attained prominence in the 
boxing world, and was recently a finalist in the 
Army Boxing Championships at the Albert 
Hall, being beaten by the narrowest of margins. 

In the afternoon, a football match was 
played between sides representing the two 
regiments, won after a close game by The 
Royal Fusiliers 2—1. 

The Royal Fusiliers were successful in most 
of the sporting events, including athletics and 
rifle shooting, but The Buffs provided the first 
two home in the Veterans Race in Major 
H. J. Martin, a popular winner, and Bandmaster 
W. B. Salmon, who set himself a very rapid 
"tempo". 

The races for children under six years and the 
Physical Training Staff caused considerable 
amusement. 

The music of the Band and Drums of The 
Buffs, under the able direction of Bandmaster 
W. B. Salmon, added much to the pleasure of 
the day, which many relatives and friends 
shared. 

It will be remembered that MajorGeneral 
Scarlett, who is also President of the Kent 
County Cricket Club, commanded the 2nd 
Battalion The Buffs when the battalion' was 
stationed at Shorncliffe in the early thirties; 
the Colonel of the Regiment was obviously 
pleased to have the opportunity of meeting 
many, still serving, who served under his 
command in those days. 
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Inspection by the Colonel of the Regiment. Photo by Victor, Cheriton. 

The day's celebrations which were enjoyed 
by all ranks, concluded with a most successful 
dance in the Napier Barracks Gymnasium, 
organised by Captain D. C. Irwin, Royal 
Fusiliers. 

The Buffs Training Company. 
Tempus fugit . . . and once again the Editor dips his 

wellworn quill and pens the epistle of The Buffs Training 
Company. 

We all hope that our Company Commander has a 
good leave and a wellearned rest—Captain I. A. Clarke 
ably filling the chair. 

We welcome L/Cpls. Durham, Moss, Phipps, Warner, 
Cox, Maslin and also Cpl. Steane and hope their stay 
will be a pleasant one. 

Sgt. (late L/Cpl.) Grolimund, a wellknown character 
in The Buffs Training Company, paid us a flying visit 
whilst on a course at Hythe. Once a Buff—now a 
Fusilier. 

We hope Sgt. Sweeny enjoyed his weekend at O
even if it was an "obscure" one, prior to proceeding to 
try and qualify as the leading Hygienist of the camp. 

"How's the Scotch, if any, Sarg.?" 
Albuhera Day was an eventful one for both The 

Buffs arid Fusiliers. The parade went off very well in 
the morning, MajorGeneral the Hon.G. Scarlett taking 
the salute. 

We thought we had reached Vahalla when we went 
in to dinner, but when we saw the "rosycheeked 
barmaids" we soon sobered up and came down to earth 
and got stuck in. 

Sports were held in the afternoon and many shouts 
of encouragement were heard when "persons of the upper 
circles" came hurtling across the green, apparently 
jetpropelled—only to lose by a yard or two. 

"What's in a yard, anyway ?" 
My advice to budding sprinters and Wooderson 

enthusiasts is—Take more water with it. 
A Grand Dance was held in the evening at Napier 

Barracks Gym., everybody being merry, if not bright. 
Our Admin. Officer has been instructed on arm 

stretching exercises for the sole purpose of the next 
Albuhera Dance. 

We wonder if L/Cpl. Dolden has fully recovered from 
the effects of alcoholic poisoning through cuddling 
Whitbreads whilst having forty winks. 

We said goodbye to C.S.M. Hogben with crocodile 
tears and hope that he enjoys civvy street as much 
as he claims he will. The very best of luck, Sir, but we 
should like to see you back in harness again. 

At last Pte. (Roland) Woods, our Arms Storeman, is 
going to have a taste of civvy life. Good luck, Lakkery, 
but don't forget that early 'bus. 

Every time the 'phone rings in the Company Office 
our C.S.M. lifts the receiver and automatically says 
"Sorry, the Cricket Officer is not in". Never mind, Sir* 
the football season will soon be here. 
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The HC. I.T.C. Sports were held on Tuesday, 3M 
June, and we would like to congratulate all competitors 
from the Company for putting up a very fine efifoft, 
especially Sgt. Cullen for winning the pole vault and 
Pte. Filmer for being runnerup in the high jump. 
Well done and keep it up for the District Sports. 

Rumour has it that the C.S.M., not to be outdone by 
the R.Q.M.S., is secretly training for the Three Miles 
and can be seen plodding his way up "Brewer's Hill" 
most nights. 

I wish I had that little red book, Sir. 
Well, that's the lot this time, Buffs, so cheerio and 

the best of luck to all Buffs everywhere. 

No. 2 Training and Holding (Drafting) Company. 
A description of Albuhera Day is given in another 

part of The Dragon ; suffice it to say here that the 
festivities were appreciated by all Buffs and Fusiliers of 
the Company. C.S.M. Munday came up for the day 
from his O.C.T.U., and he and Captain Stone, both 
wellknown Buffs, were welcome visitors. The blue 
backings for The Buffs badge are very popular; so 
much so that 79 were required in order to equip the 44 
actually on parade. 

The Company area is now looking quite smart with 
the new coat of paint in the offices and the notice boards 
(with only two incorrect abbreviations So far noted !), 
and very soon the garden plots will look a little more 
interesting than they do at present. Even the incinerator 
area (now considerably smaller) looks sightly, or 
reasonably so. 

Pte. Sutton will soon be going on a Driving and 
Maintenance Course (if such things are run for cyclists), 
but the month's "personality" is Pte. Trickilis, who 
reached the finals of the "Singing Sweethearts" Com
petition at the Leas Cliff Pavilion ; he now finds the 
issue mugs too small to ensure adequate lubrication of 
his vocal chords. Sgt. J—— has now recovered from 
the slight chafing of the gaiters which were de rigeur on 
16th May, but he still gets annoyed if reference is made 
to "swinging the lead" or "throwing his weights about". 

Drafts are now brice more on the move, and we hope 
to be able to close down the LIAP accommodation 
soon ; but our numbers are still too near to the thousand 
mark. Football is still in full swing and the league 
tables of the InterRegimental and the Linked Regiments 
League look impressive oil the sports notice board. 

C.S.M. Long has been seen round the I.T.C., and 
exC.S.M. Yates finds the walks round the Camp 
beneficial to his family and himself. Pte. Ward, of the 
Orderly Room, usually in company with a trainee dog, 
is another prominent walker. Sgt. Butler is a welcome 
addition to the Permanent Staff. 

It is with great regret that we note the sudden death 
of Major C. E. A. Terry ; some of his former staff are 
still at the I.T.C. Major Terry formerly commanded 
The Buffs Company with 12 Holding Battalion before 
going to Canterbury. We extend our sympathy to his 
relatives. 

«D" Company 2nd Battalion .^Continued from p. 152
April 17th was the Company Athletic Meeting. Fate 

was kind to us and the sun shone, helping to make the 
afternoon a great success. The P.R.I. coughed up to 
the extent of HK10,000 and we were able to give some 
reasonable prizes. The winners of the main events 
received pewter tankards and NAAFI vouchers were 

given for other events and second prizes. L/Cpl. 
Thomsen managed to collect three tankards and Cpl. 
Arrowsmith two. The C.S.M. collected two carrots, the 
first prize for the Officers and Sergeants' orange and 
spoon race. The other novelty event of the day was a 
threelegged race, which was won by Ptes. Acott and 
Povey. The G.S.M. and the C.Q.M.S. ran well, but from 
the C/Sergeant's remarks after the ra.ce it appeared 
that the SergeantMajor had been running on the 
C/Sergeant's foot all the way. Among the alsorans 
were 2/Lieuts. Reeves and Baker. The C.O. and 2 I/C. 
came along during the afternoon arid after the prizes 
had been presented the C.O. congratulated all 
competitors on their grand spirit. 

Sport has flourished during the month and although 
we are not quite as high up the Company League as we 
had hoped to be, we have had some quite enjoyable 
games. Hockey is still quite a favourite pastime, and 
the highlight of each week is a game against a mixed 
team from H.Q. Land Forces. In the past we could 
always be sure that C.S.M. Farmer would be watching, 
but since one of the female members of the opposition 
went into hospital, we don't see the C.S.M. any more. 

During the month several people have left us, either 
permanently or temporarily. 2/Lieut. Spud Murphy is 
now with 25 Field Regiment learning how to be a 
gunner, 2/Lieut. CollisonMorley has gone to Singapore 
to take over an Education post, 2/Lieut. Reeves has 
gone to H.Q. Land Forces as Assistant Camp Com
mandant and 2/Lieut Webster is now Regimental Signal 
Officer. Sgt. Rose'is Acting C.S.M. of "B" Company. 
Cpl. Smissen is now seen hovering around the R.S.M.'s 
office all day. His job is somewhat obscure, but the 
only time he is seen about the Company is when there 
is a football or hockey match. Sgt. Herbert, L/Cpl. 
Spickett and Pte. Edwards are all away on LIAP, 
while L/Cpl. Jones and Pte. Due are away on an 
education course. Good luck to you all. 

2/Lieut. Ron. Baker joined us from "A" Company, 
was immediately made Company Sports Officer and was 
mainly responsible for the success of the Company 
Athletics Meeting. We don't see much of him now 
though as he is Battalion Sports Officer and is rather 
busy preparing for Albuhera Day. Well done, Sir, we 
hope you'll enjoy our Company. 

1st Cadet Battalion. 
EXCADETS AND THE REGULAR ARMY. 

From an exCadet of another battalion to his late 
C.O, 

"I FEEL it is my duty to write to you, to 
* convey my sincere appreciation of the 

training I received in "the Army Cadet Force. 
My training gave me confidence and a certain 
familiarity with military routine, which proved 
invaluable from the time of joining my first 
P.T.C. 

The experience that I gained in the Cadet 
Force proved most useful when I was given 
the opportunity of attending a W.O.S.B., for 
my leadership training was without a doubt 
instrumental in my gaining admission to the 
Royal Signals O.C.T.U. 
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I imagine that most Cadets, like myself, do 
not realise until they join "The Forces" what 
a great advantage they have over the less 
fortunate recruits, who have had no previous 
experience of Army life. At any P.T.C., 
exArmy Cadets are quickly picked out as 
Squad Commanders or Markers, because of 
their confidence and bearing. 

I do hope that what I have said, will show 
those already in the Cadet Force how lucky 
they are in receiving this fine basic training." 
From one of the Company Commanders in this 

Battalion. 
"UnderOfficer T. Chapman enlisted in the 

K.R.R.C. as a Private. He gained promotion 
in the first six weeks ; passed several courses 
and has now been commissioned—all in nine 
months. Also, the last six cadets who left me 
to join H.M. Forces, have all been home on 
leave recently and all are N.C.O.'s, which goes 
to prove that the Army is looking after Cadets 
of the Army Cadet Force." 

ANNUAL CAMP. 
Annual Camp this year will be held at Walton

ontheNaze. A small number of Officers and 
Cadets will go into Camp from August 3rd to 
10th, but the majority will go from August 
10th to 17th. 

KENT A.C.F. SOCCER CHAMPIONSHIPS, 194647. 
The match between this battalion and the 

2nd C/Bn. The Buffs, in the Junior Semifinals, 
was played at Ashford on Sunday, April 20th, 
and resulted in a draw 2—2. The 2/Buffs have, 
however, now withdrawn from the competition, 
and we have been given the game. 

KENT A.C.F. SOCCER CHAMPIONSHIPS, 194647 
(SENIORS). 

The Finals of the above was played at Canter
bury on Sunday, May 18th, between this 
battalion and the 1st Cadet Battalion Royal 
Engineers. The match was won by the Royal 
Engineers, who scored 3 goals to our 1, and they 
were presented with the Shield by Colonel 
H. B. Burns, T.D., D.L., the County Cadet 
Commandant, who had watched the game. 

Cadets from "A" and "F" Companies formed 
the battalion team for the 1st Buffs, and are to 
be congratulated on their fine efforts throughout 
all games in the competition. 

Central Ordnance Depot, Bicester, 

IN January, 1946, I was posted for Regimental 
Duty with the R.A.O.C. at Bicester. The name 

meant very little to me at the time, although 
I was aware that there was a Central Ordnance 
Depot there and that a famous Hunt was 
associated with the town. The following article 
is an attempt to give some idea of the growth 
and function of the largest of all Ordnance 
Depots, which covers an area of more than 
15 square miles. 

The planning of this Depot began early in 
1941, and after much searching for a suitable 
site, Bicester was selected and Treasury 
approval was given in June that year. It was 
laid down that this Depot was to receive, store, 
maintain and issue stores of five Provision 
Groups, and five district SubDepots were 
planned for M.T. Stores, major assemblies and 
tyres, Small Arms, Signals and Wireless, and 
Armaments and Engineering. Thus every type 
of warlike stores, with the exception of 
ammunition and complete vehicles, was to be 
handled at Bicester. 

A Railway Construction Company, R.E., 
began work almost at once and by the summer 
of 1942 the Depot began to take shape and 
preparations were made to receive the first 
intake of military and A.T.S. personnel. In 
this respect Bicester was unique, for unlike 
other Ordnance Depots, it was decided that 
military and A.T.S. should staff it throughout 
the war years. 

The development of the Depot, particularly 
in the autumn and winter of 1942, presents a 
dramatic picture of stores being received and 
issued to the fighting forces before buildings 
were completed ; of soldiers and A.T.S. working 
long hours under trying conditions, with 
temporary lighting and very little heating, but 
always managing to meet the evergrowing 
demands for equipment and spares. By the 
end of 1943 all subdepots were in a position to 
receive and issue stores, and early in 1944 the 
C.O.D. was called upon to play a great part in 
the packing programme for the invasion of 
Europe. About this time, too, Bicester was 
selected together with West Hallam and the 
White City to undertake the waterproofing of 
tanks and a storage area of 400,000 square 
feet was allotted for tips work. 

During the period following "D" Day the 
Depot maintained a sixhour service for "Red 
Hot" demands and a 24hour service on all other 
demands; apart from B.L.A. commitments, 
the Depot supplied theatres of war, units, and 
Governments all over the world. 
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With the fulfilment of "D" Day obligations 
there came no respite, as large shipments of 
stores were required for the campaign in the 
Far East. Great use was made of precartoning 
centres staffed by parttime and nonmobile 
civilian employees, and by the end of 1944 
these outstations attached to this Depot had 
cartoned well over 100 million articles. Much 
valuable work had also been done on 
preservation. 

What is Bicester like today ? The demobiliz
ation programme and the consequent run down 
in military personnel has resulted in the intro
duction of civilians into the Depot, and several 
hundred are now working in close harmony 
with the military and A.T.S. In addition large 
numbers of German P.o.W.s also provide very 
useful labour. 

During the war years, welfare, social amenities 
and living conditions had perforce to give 
priority to the important task of providing the 
fighting forces with the weapons of war. With 
the advent of peace, in spite of a continued 
pressure of work, a large and comprehensive 
scheme was launched for the improvement of 
living conditions in the Garrison. Recreational 
and sporting activities have increased, and 
Regimental Training has been commenced, the 
latter catering for all R.A.O.C personnel of the 
Southern and Eastern Commands and those of 
London District. 

The Garrison has two large theatrecum
cinemas and is well served by the N.A.A.F.I. ; 
in addition, in Bicester itself there are canteens 
run by the Y.W.C.A. and Y.M.C.A. At present 
the number of playing fields in the Garrison is 
inadequate, but new grounds are under con
struction and very soon will be ready for use. 

Bicester's task is the control of what, in 
practice, are five Central Ordnance Depots 
with a total of 5^ million square feet of covered 
storage accommodation, and an equal amount 
of open storage space. The Depot is centred 
round the two areas of Arncott and Grewen 
Hill, living accommodation being sited in the 
centre of each area and the subdepots outside, 
thus leaving room for expansion if necessary. 

A few figures will show the reader that a 
heavy technical load is still being borne by the 
C.O.D. During the month of August, 1946, 900 
tons (dead weight) of stores were shipped 

|overseas,, and in .September over 1,000 tons 
I were being built up for future overseas ship
j ments. In addition, over 3,000 tons of stores 
were despatched within the United Kingdom 

.[during August, while over 6,000 tons of stores 
were received into the C.O.D. 

The above figures give some idea of the 
enormous task of the Railway Operating Group, 
R.E., which operates the 58 miles of railway 
line which link up all the subdepots with the 
L.M.S. line at Bicester. They move about 
1,350 wagons a week on an average, and in 
addition they carry 15,000 passengers to and 
from work and 2,500 troops on recreational 
trips. The Group has nine railway engines, 
four being in operation at one time working 
eighthour shifts, and these use 51 tons of 
coal per week and travel 1,900 miles, using 
86,000 gallons of water in the process. 

Bicester is a happy hunting ground for 
visitors. Amongst the more distinguished who 
have recently visited the C.O.D. are the 
QuartermasterGeneral to the Forces, the King 
of Irak, the C.I.G.S. of the Greek Forces, 
accompanied by members of the British 
Military Mission to Greece, and a party of 18 
Foreign Military Attaches ; amongst the latter 
I was very pleased to meet Colonel Count 
Sponneck, the Danish Military Attache. 

A vast amount of work lies ahead in the 
disposal and preservation of stores and equip
ment. The future role of Bicester is still under 
discussion, but it is safe to say that it will 
play a very important part in the R.A.O.C. 
layout in the years to come ; in fact, plans 
are already drawn up for the building of 
barracks, married quarters for officers and 
other ranks, and quarters for civilians, but 
such plans are, of course, dependent on the 
availability of materials and financial approval. 

J.E.K. 

STOP PRESS. 

Marriage. 
Morgan—Stone.—On 16th June, 1947, at St. 

George's Church, Ramsgate, by the Rev. G. 
Bennett, Reginald John Steward Morgan, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. S. H. S. Morgan, 
"Combe Martin," King's Avenue, to June, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Stone, 40 
King Street. 
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CONWAY WILLIAMS 
THE MAYFAIR TAILOR 

48 BROOK ST., MAYFAIR, LONDON, W.l 
(Opposite Claridge's Hotel) 

AND 

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY 

Morning and Evening {Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions 
Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits 

All Cloths cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand 
in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors 

REGIMENTAL TAILORS TO THE BUFFS REGIMENT 

Telephones: Telegrams: 
Mayfair 0945—Camberley 498 "Militaila Wesdo, London" 

FORM OF LEGACY 
(to be included in a will, or as a codicil thereto). 

I BEQUEATH to the Colonel for the time being of The Buffs, the 

sum of £: : free from legacy duty, in aid of the general objects 

of the Central Fund (Colonel of the Buffs), for which legacy the Receipt of 

such Colonel shall be a sufficient discharge to my Executors. 

Signature 



How to get 44 The Dragon" 
IpOR those wishing to receive the Paper direct through 

the post each month, the rates of subscriptions are : 
1 year, 8/. 6 months, 4/. 3 months, 2/. 

Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot the 
Buffs, Canterbury. 

25 YEARS OF CATERING FOR 
CANTERBURY AND GARRISON 
We have seen the change from large families 

and large joints, 
To small families and smaller joints, 
To rationing and even smaller joints. 
We make it our constant endeavour to help 

you through the week, 
And guarantee your Sunday joint, large or 

small. 
:: FAMILY BUTCHER :: 

Sausage 
Our well 

Established 
Speciality 

F. R. BEANEY 
(EXBUFF) 

22a MILITARY ROAD, Extensive 
CANTERBURY Refrigeration 

Telephone 2827 

Vll 

Telephone 2107 Established 1818 

GIBBS and SONS 
G E N E R A L  P R I N T E R S  

A L L  C L A S S E S  O F  
MILITARY PRINTING 
EXECUTED AT SHORT 

NOTICE 

BALANCE SHEETS POSTERS 
PROGRAMMES 

SPORTS FIXTURE CARDS 
y 

PRINTERS OF THIS JOURNAL 

E S T I M A T E S  G I V E N  

16 Orange Street, Canterbury 

HAWKES & Co., Ltd. 
MILITARY TAILORS SINCE 1771 

Uniforms Made to Measure 

or for Immediate Wear 

at Competitive Prices 

Regimental Tailors to 

THE BUFFS 

1 SAVILE ROW, LONDON, W.l  
68 HIGH STREET, CAMBERLEY 
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Regimental Histories of The Buffs 
The following Histories may now bt obtained from Secretary, 

P. and P. Association, The Buffs, 12 I.T.C. Canterbury. 
PRICE 

[HISTORICAL RECORDS 1 
OF THE BUFFS 

1572—1704 
by H. R. Knight 

^ Half bound in leather 
£1 10s. each 

HISTORICAL RECORDS 
OF THE BUFFS 

1704—1814 
1814—1914 

by C. R. B. Knight 

In Two Parts 
£2 2s. 

J 

HISTORICAL RECORDS ] 
OF THE BUFFS ! 0ut of Print 

1914—1919 r 

by R. S. H. Moody 

SHORT HISTORY 
OF THE BUFFS 
by E Foster Hall 

One Shilling 

ALSO 
44 DRUMS AND DRUMMERS" 

by G. R Howe  Price 2/
Postage extra 

TYPEWRITERS,  
FOR SALE OR HIRE 

Typewriters Repaired 

H. J. GOULDEN, Ltd. 
/ V. 

CANTERBURY AND DOVER 

Telephone 2785 

FRANK J. SANGERS 
(EX BUFFS) 

Jfamilg Jtadter 
LICENSED DEALER IN GAME 

You can rely upon the 
P R I V A T E  T R A D E R  
for Value, Courtesy and Service 

114 NORTHGATE St., CANTERBURY 

By Appointment 

To the Late King George V. 

Established 1799 
J. H. & J. BROOKE, Ltd. 

Wine Merchants 
LONDON 

27 CLEMENTS LANE, E.C.4 
Telephone: MANslon House, 5301 (3 lines) 

FOLKESTONE 
134 SANDGATE ROAD 
Telephone: Folkestone 3123 (2 lines) 

HYTHE 
78 HIGH STREET 
Telephone : Hythe 6301 
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J Aisrie ipi4 Ypres 1915,1917 LoosSommcî j6,ipi8Arrasi9ij IP Amiens Hindenburg Line Struma ImisalemTaghdadV &1 



n 

A.J. WHITEHATTERS)L td. 
A. J. WHITE Mrs. WHITE 

CAP MAKERS 
TO THE 

REGIMENT 

SOLE SUPPLIERS 
OF THE 

FLEXOLYTE 
FIELD SERVICE 

CAP 

REGIMENTAL 
CLUB & SCHOOL 

COLOUR 
SPECIALIST 

FANCY TIES, 
SCARVES, 

ETC. 

MAKERS OF EVERY KIND 
OF 

LADIES' & GENT'S HEADWEAR 
Established over 80 years 

8 BURLINGTON GARDENS, W.l 
Telephone: REGENT 0582 

VYEiSON 
Q/oeerptihce 1817 

BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY 

CIVIL & MILITARY TAILORS 
COMPLETE OUTFITTERS 

TELEPHONE 
2566 CLOTHES WHICH BEAR THE 

AUTHORITATIVE STAMP OF 
QUALITY IN EVERY DETAIL 

CUT & MADE ON THE PREMISES 

WARRENS (CANTERBURY) LTD. 

14/16 SUN STREET CANTERBURY 

TROPHIES 
DESIGNED & MADE BY CRAFTSMEN 
For threequarters of a century the name 
F. PHILLIPS has been synonymous with 
Trophies representing artistic perfection as well 
as sound economy. Cups, Shields, Medals, etc., 
are supplied from stock, or to special design. 

Quotations gladly submitted. 

F. PHILLIPS, 
(F. PHILLIPS and R. A. GARRATT) 

Wellington Street, Aldershot 

THE SINGING KETTLE 
R E S T A U R A N T  
( Opposite Cavalry Barracks Gates ) 

LUNCHEONS..TEAS SUPPERS 
Weekdays—9 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
Sundays—10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

SQUAD PARTIES 
CATERED FOR 

Proprietor : 
S. WILLOUGHBY 
(Late THE BUFFS) 

FOR : : : : 

ACCURACY IN DISPENSING 
AND : : : : 
RELIABILITY IN ALL MEDICAL 

AND SURGICAL GOODS 
oo 

WALKER & HARRIS, Ltd. 
Sun Street and Northgate Street, 

CANTERBURY 
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A Modern Banking 
Service for Officers 

The Officer who maintains an account with 
Lloyds Bank, Cox's & King's Branch, at 6 Pall 
Mall, Official Army and Royal Air Force Agents, 
enjoys many facilities beyond the receipt of pay 
and allowances. 

Arrangements can be made to cash cheques 
at any of the Bank's branches and agencies at home 
and abroad. The Indian and Burma branches can 
credit pay and allowances as they become due. 

The Bank will also, on request, deal with 
Officers' Income Tax, Retired Pay and Pensions 
and will furnish information on Insurance and the 
purchase and sale of stocks and shares. 

The Manager will be glad to open an account 
for Officers and discuss their financial problems 
with them. 

LLOYDS BANK 
LIMITED 

(COX' l  A l f D KING'S BIAMCH) 

A R M Y  St R O Y A L  A I R  F O R C E  A G E N T S  

6  P A L L  M A L L  SW1 

Offices at or near all Army & Royal Air 
Force Centres throughout England & Wales 

SANDON & Co., Ltd. 
9 STRATTON STREET, 

PICCADILLY, W.1. 

Civil, 

flIMlitar\> ant) flDufti Sailors, 
IbuntinQ Coats & Breeches. 

Telegrams: 

GEEGEE, PICCY, LONDON. 
Telephone: 

REGENT, L7S3 

Regimental Histories of The Buffs 
Tht following Histories may now be obtained from Secretary, 

P. and P. Association, The Buffs, 12 I.T.C. Canterbury. 
PRICE 

HISTORICAL RECORDS | 
OF THE BUFFS Half bound in leather 

1572—1704 £1 10s. each 
by H. R. Knight J 

HISTORICAL RECORDS 
OF THE BUFFS j 

„ n ,  , a l ,  I In Two Parts 1704—1814 v £2 2g 

1814—1914 I 
by C. R. B. Knight ^ 

HISTORICAL RECORDS 1 
OF THE BUFFS 

1914—1919 
by R. S. H. Moody 

SHORT HISTORY 
OF THE BUFFS 
by E Foster Hall 

Out of Print 7 

J One Shilling 

J 
ALSO 

44 DRUMS AND DRUMMERS " « 
by G. R Howe  Price 2/

Postage extra 
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Personalia. 
/^OLONEL J. E. C. Pangman, Canadian 
^Director of Military Operations, is in this 
country attending various courses. He was 
originally in the Queen's Own Rifles of Toronto 
and became SecondinCommand before being 

, transferred to command another Regiment. 
At the end of the war he became a Regular. 

Majors B. J. Harris St. John and C. Bossom 
~ expect to be coming home on leave in the near 
future. 

Major W. B. E. Petersen has been posted to 
the 1st Regiment of Infantry and is at present 
attending a refresher course in Copenhagen. 
Lieutenant A. S. B. Juul is attending the same 
course. 

Captain W. M. Iversen is also in Copenhagen. 
He is Chairman of the Association of Danish 
Volunteers, 193945. A dinner and dance was 
recently arranged for members of the Associ
ation at which a number of exBuffs were 
present. 

Lieut. A. H. E. Pirn embarked recently to 
join the 2nd Battalion in Hong Kong. 

We congratulate Mr. George Cooper (Sailor) 
* on being awarded the Meritorious Service Medal 
with annuity. Mr. Cooper enlisted in 1883. He 
is in excellent health and still working. 

The death occurred in June of Mr. C. J. 
Dowling at the age of 54 years. 

For the past 12 years he had lived at Chatham. 
He took part in the Great War, 191418, and 

was a life member of the Past and Present 
Association. 

Births. Marriages and Deaths 
BIRTHS. 

LyndenBell.—On June 24th, 1947, at Lynton 
Nursing Home, BexhillonSea, to Peggy, 
wife of Major P. LyndenBell, The Buffs, a 
son. 

Reeves.—On June 24th, 1947, in the Middle 
East, to Cynthia (nee Barlow), wife of Lieut.
Colonel Noel R. Reeves, The Buffs, a son 
(Frederick John). 

MARRIAGE. 
Ricketts—Hall.—On June 14th, 1947, at St. 

Mary's Church, Pembroke, by the Rev. Rhys 
Davies, assisted by the Rev. Bennett Rees, 
M.C., Alan, only child of Major G. A. Ricketts, 
The Buffs, and Mrs. Ricketts, Canterbury, to 
Beryl, younger daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Hugh Hall, Pembroke. 

ENGAGEMENT. 
Major J. W. Harman and Mrs. R. Murphy. 

The engagement is announced between Major 
Jack Wentworth Harman, M.C., The Queen's 
Bays, only son of LieutenantGeneral Sir 
Wentworth Harman, K.C.B., D.S.O., and Lady 
Harman, of Horsley Manor, Nailsworth, 
Gloucestershire, and Gwladys, widow of Lieut.
Colonel Ronald Murphy, M.C., The Buffs, and 

% 
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eldest daughter of the late Sir Idwal Lloyd, 
C.S.I., and of Lady Lloyd, of Corner Cottage, 
Fleet, Hampshire. 

Future Events 
Remembrance Sunday, August 10th, 

1947 (Canterbury). 

London Branch 21st Anniversary, Bridge 
Hotel, London Bridge. Buffet Supper and 
Dance. 

Officers' ReUnion, Wednesday, October 
1st, Bridge Hotel, London Bridge. Par
ticulars from O.C., Depot The Buffs, 
Chaucer Barracks, Canterbury. 

Miniature Medals 
^THE Colonel of the Regiment approves that 
1 miniature medals may be worn at Regimental 

functions by those in possession of them when 
not in uniform. 

In evening dress miniature medals will not 
be worn with a dinner jacket. 

War Memorial Fund 
'~pHE objects of the Memorial are :— 

(a) A Book of Life in which will be inscribed 
the names of those in The Buffs and the Queen's 
Own Rifles of Canada who lost their lives in 
the recent war. 

(b) To contribute towards the cost of placing 
suitable stained glass in the windows of the 
Warriors' Chapel. 

. (c) To erect an altar in the Warriors' Chapel, 
so that it may become a place for meditation 
and prayer and for occasional services. 

This altar, properly furnished, will be in 
memory of all who have ever served in The 
Buffs. 

Donations should be sent to the Hon. 
Treasurer, The Buffs War Memorial Fund, 
Depot The Buffs, Canterbury, Kent. The 
target is £5,000. Please help us to attain this. 

DONATIONS. 
£ 8. d. 

Mrs. V. Findlay 220 
Lieut.Colonel B. E. HammondDavies ... 3 3 0 
Colonel and Mrs. E. T. Buttanshaw... ... 2 2 0 
Mr. H. Tong 1 10 0 

Mr. A. P. Cole ... 
Mr. W. Kingsland 
Mr. S. Gander ... 
Mr. W. E. Bailey 
Mr. R. H. Horman 
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. E. V. Argles 
Colonel E. B. Burns ... 
Lieut.Colonel L. S. Howard Smith ... 
Mr. D. Finch Hatton ... 
Mr. and Mrs. Austin ... ... ... 
Mr. F. Reeves ... ... 

£ s. d. 
4 0 0 

10 0 
2 10 0 

10 0 
10 0 

2 2 0 
5 0 0 
1 0 0 
3 3 0 

10 0 
2 2 0 

Total to date £1,792 8 9 

Regimental Gazette. 
FIFTH SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE 
OF FRIDAY, 6TH JUNE, 1947, DATED TUESDAY, 

10TH JUNE, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
THE BUFFS.—14149036 Cadet Malcolm Ian 

George MacKinnon (377639) to be 2nd Lt., 19th 
April, 1947. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
TUESDAY, 10TH JUNE, 1947, DATED FRIDAY, 

13TH JUNE, 1947. 
The following officers are awarded the 

Efficiency Medal (Territorial) :— 
The Buffs.— Lt. (now T/Capt.) R. J. 

Hillman (300193), Lt. (now T/Capt.) R. D. 
Sherwood (179370), Lt. (Hon. Maj.) A. J. 
Smithers (71544). 

REGULAR ARMY. 
THE BUFFS.—Lt. (W.S./Capt.) D. N. Court 

(190015) to be Capt., 14th May, 1947. 
2nd Lt. L. M. Phillips (366788) to be Lt., 

12th June, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
THE BUFFS.—The undermentioned Cadets to 

be 2nd Lts., 16th February, 1947 :— 
6108906 Peter William Cartmel (379626), 

6109096 Michael Finlayson Coutanche (379627), 
14064286 Arnold Sheldon (379628). 
SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE 
OF TUESDAY, 17TH JUNE, 1947, DATED FRIDAY, 

20TH JUNE, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS. 
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (W.S./Lt.) Edward 

Bertie Stewart (153100) from R. Fus. (Emerg. 
Commn.) to be Lt., 26th November, 1946, with 
seniority 19th April, 1942. 
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THEY ALWAYS DO 
PLAYER'S NAVY CUT CIGARETTES  MEDIUM OR MILD 
Issued by The Imperial Tobacco Company (of Great Britain & Ireland). Btd. > 

PLAIN OR CORK TIPPED 
[NCC 626bbSPJ 

Relief 
from 

Anyone who has taken Phensic 
will tell you how efficiently it 
does its work. It is perfectly 
harmless to the heart, never 
causes digestive upsets, and is non 
habitforming. As a remedy for 
rheumatic pain, neuralgia, 
sciatica, neuritis, headache, 
backache, lumbago, there 
is nothing to surpass it. 
And if you take Phensic 
before and after dental 
treatment you will rob 
toothache and painful gums of all their 
terrors. Also, while Phensic is relieving 
pain it is doing quite a bit to get rid of 
the cause—for by a gentle stimulus on the kidneys it helps 
to expel irritating poisons circulating in your blood. Get a 
supply of Phensic NOW—and be ready when you need it. 

PAIN 
- -. from 

LUMBAGO 
SCIATICA 
NEURITIS 

NEURALGIA 
TOOTHACHE 
RHEUMATIC 

PAINS 
etc. 

Obtainable from your 
N.A.A.F.I. Canteen 

or any Chemist. 

U&e 

J U L Y S  I A  
7/te(foam 

rpatar /uur 
and keep it 

smart 

The grand tonic 
painrelieving tablet! 

7'47l 
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SHAVEX 
The Perfect 2 Minute Shave 

For shaving when in a hurry it is marvellous 
—a perfect shave in two minutes. No water 
needed, but if you have water, moisten your 
face before using Shavex. You can shave in 
a quarter of the time that it takes with soap 
and brush, and your skin will feel as fresh as 
a daisy Almond Oil in Shavex keeps the 
face young and takes away wrinkles. Smear 
Shavex over the face when you have shaved, 
and your face will keep young, fresh and free 
from blemishes. Millions all over the world 
are now using Shavex. Beware of imitations 
—there is nothing like Shavex—the antiseptic 
shaving cream—the first on the market. 

TAKE NO IMITATIONS 

SHAVEX 
V3 and 1'10| (INCLUDING PURCHASE TAX) 
Obtainable ut N.A.A.F.1,, Boots, Woolworths, Timothy 

White*s & Taylors Ltd., & all Chemists ^ 
The SHAVEX ZEEKOL Co., Ltd., 40 Bavaria Road, 

London, N.19 

Ease for 
Sore Feet.... 

NO SOAPNO BRUSHNO LATHER 

ALL OUR 
FORCES PREFER SHAVEX? 

Active service conditions have resulted in many 
interesting letters referring to the great value of 
Germolene. 

Here is the experience of a man back from two 
years' service in Africa. The letter is dated 
February 6th 1945. cc For six months I suffered 
from footrot, a very uncomfortable complaint. 
I thought my feet would never get better, and 
were going to remain like it all the time. After 
using Germolene the trouble was completely 
healed in one month—and healed permanently." 

Gernht 
ASEPTIC OINTMENT 

1/4 and 3/3 including Purchase Tax 
SOLD EVERYWHERE (incl. N.A.A.F.1.) 

IN OR OUT OF SERVICE... 

It makes a world of difference 
to energy, keenness and the 
pleasure of living when the 
body's eliminative processes 
are regular. Good reason for 
making ENO a part of your 
daily routine ! Gently aperient, 
pleasant to taste, ENO offsets 
the effects of unfamiliar diet and 
living conditions. Make it your 
" first thing in the morning." 
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REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 
THE BUFFS.—Capt. and Bt.Maj. L. M. S. 

Essdl (10531), having exceeded the age limit 
of liability to recall, ceases to belong to the 
Res. of Offrs., 21st June, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

THE BUFFS.—14189209 Cadet John Basil 
Carter Sharp (379291) to be Lt., 10th May, 
1947. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
TUESDAY, 24TH JUNE, 1947, DATED THURSDAY, 

26TH JUNE, 1947. 
The King has been graciously pleased 

to approve that the following be Mentioned 
in recognition of gallant and distinguished 
services in the Netherlands East Indies 
(prior to 30th November, 1946):— 

The Buffs.—Major (temp.) E. W. 
Macdonald (258333). 
SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE 
OF TUESDAY, 24TH JUNE, 1947, DATED FRIDAY, 

27TH JUNE, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS. 
THE BUFFS.—Lt. (W.S./Capt.) Francis George 

Millard (164814) from Welch R. (Emerg. 
Commn.), to be Capt., 14th September, 1946, 
with seniority 4th September, 1945. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

THE BUFFS.—W.S./Lt. A. F. E. V. S. Lassen, 
V.C., M.C. (234907) (now deceased) from Gen. 
List to be W.S./Lt., 1st March, 1943, and 
receives pay and allowances from Army Funds. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
FRIDAY, 27TH JUNE, 1947, DATED TUESDAY, 

1ST JULY, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
THE BUFFS.—W.S./Lt. R. N. Stott (274279) 

relinquishes his commn., 1st November, 1944, 
on appt. to S. Rhod. Forces. (Substituted for 
the notifn. in Gazette (Supplement) dated 19th 
February, 1946.) 
SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE 
OF TUESDAY, 1ST JULY, 1947, DATED FRIDAY, 

4TH JULY, 1947. 
The following officer is awarded the 

Efficiency Medal (Territorial) :— 
The Buffs.—Capt. (Hon. Maj.) P. J, 

Bawcutt (129470). 

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
FRIDAY, 4TH JULY, 1947, DATED TUESDAY, 

8TH JULY, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

THE BUFFS.—Lt. N. F. GordonWilson 
(174945) to be Capt., 5th July, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 
THE BUFFS.—Capt. and Bt.Maj. R. J. Tuke 

(11756), having exceeded the age limit of 
liability to recall, ceases to belong to the Res. 
of Offrs., 5th July, 1947. 
SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZFHTE 
OF TUESDAY, 8TH JULY, 1947, DATED FRIDAY, 

11TH JULY, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

^ SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS. 
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (W.S./Capt.) Charles 

Frederick Bailey, M.C. (174141), from Emerg. 
Commn., to be Capt., 1st October, 1946, with 
seniority, 3rd August, 1944. 

Rex Carey, M.C. (380147), from Canadian 
Army, to be Lt., 23rd April, 1947, with seniority 
26th September, 1941. 

2nd Lt. (W.S./Lt.) Robert Henry Bloomer 
(288911) from Emerg. Commn., to be Lt., 1st 
October, 1946, with seniority 16th May, 1943. 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No. 23 ISSUED ON 5TH JUNE, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS. 

THE BUFFS.—Lt. (A/Capt.) P. H. K. Severn 
(333489) to be T/Capt., 30th March, 1947. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
The undermentioned W.S./Capt. is regranted 

T/Maj.:— 
THE BUFFS.—K. C. Meyrick (105009), 6th 

July, 1945 (B.A.O.R.). 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No. 25 ISSUED ON 19TH JUNE, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to 
be T/Capt. :— 

THE BUFFS.—G. H. Pattison (364013), 1st 
April, 1947. 

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) re
linquishes T/Capt. :— 

THE BUEFS.—R. S. Taylor (193153), 25th 
December, 1946. 

continued on p. 163 
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Lieut.Colonel William Prude. 
Photo by W. Fish-Moore 
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The Monument to Colonel William 
Prude in the Warriors' Chapel of 

Canterbury Cathedral 
BY Miss M. BABINGTON. 

HTHE Monuments to two valiant soldiers are 
* to be seen on the north side of the Chapel of 

St. Michael—the Warriors' Chapel. 
One is that of Sir Thomas Thornhurst who, 

"after he endur'd the Glorious Toil in the 
Batavian, German and Spanish Wars, and had 
bravely discharg'd the Office of a Captain, was 
Slain at the first Onset against the Isle of Rhee, 
on the 17th of July, Anno 1627." 

The other is that of Lieut.Colonel Prude, 
whose lifelike kneeling figure is illustrated in 
this number of The Dragon. The inscription 
beneath his effigy reads thus : 

Sacred to the Memory of William Prude, Esq., 
LieutenantColonel in the Belgick Wars. 
Slain at the Siege of Maestricht, the 12th of 
July, 1632. 

Stand Soldiers ; e're you March (by way of 
Charge), 

Take an Example here, that may enlarge 
Your Minds to Noble Actions. Here in 

Peace 
Rests one whose Life was War, whose rich 

Increase 
Of Fame and Honour from his Valour grew, 
Unbeg'd, unbought; for what he won he 

drew 
By just Desert ; having in Service been 
A Soldier, till near Sixty, from Sixteen 
Years of his active Life ; Continually 
Fearless of Death, yet still prepar'd to die 
In his Religious Thoughts : for 'midst all 

Harms 
He bore as much of Piety as Arms. 

Now Soldiers on, and fear not to intrude 
The Gates of Death, by example of this 

Prude. 
He married Mary, Daughter of Sir Adam 
Sprakeling, Kt., and had Issue by her, four 
Sons and three Daughters. To whose Memory 
his surviving Son Searles Prude, hath Erected 
this Monument. 

Both Monuments have been treated under 
the direction of Professor E. W. Tristram, whose 
report on the work will be read with interest : 

This rich and handsome monument is one 
of the features of the Chapel. Although 
somewhat mutilated by the blast of bombs 
and in a ruinous condition, the process of 
cleaning revealed so much of the original 

painted decoration that it was found possible 
to restore the monument with certainty as to 
its accuracy. The architectural canopy is 
painted and gilt after the manner of the 
period. The effigy of the Colonel kneeling on 
a cushion is true to life in its colouring and 
recalls a portrait painted in the early seven
teenth century rather than a piece of 
inanimate tomb sculpture. Symbolic figures, 
achievements of arms and highly tinctured 
heraldry give a very complete atmosphere of 
the times in which the Colonel lived* 

Much the same may be said of the three 
other almost contemporary monuments in 
the Chapel ; together they form a group of 
painted tomb sculpture, almost unequalled 
in that particular period. 

London Gazette—continued from p. 161 

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. is regranted 
T/Capt. 

THE BUFFS.—R. S. Taylor (193153), 1st 
March, 1947. 
M.E. Orders :— 

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to 
be T/Capt. :— 

THE BUFFS.—R. A. Crockett (327985), 2nd 
February, 1947. 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No. 26 ISSUED ON 26TH JUNE, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

The undermentioned W.S./Lts. (A/Capts.) 
to be T/Capts. :— 

THE BUFFS.—J. C. WilliamsTreffgarne 
(189165), 9th February, 1946 ; G. P. Nichols 
(329750), 15th July, 1946 (B.A.O.R.). 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No. 27 ISSUED ON 3RD JULY, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
The undermentioned Maj. (T/Lt.Col.) re

linquishes T/Lt.Col. :— 
THE BUFFS.—R. F. Parry, M.C. (28526), 3rd 

April, 1947. 
The undermentioned Maj. is regranted 

T/Lt.Col. 
THE BUFFS.—R. F. Parry, M.C. (28526), 26th 

May, 1947. 
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The Dragon Club Dinner 
25th June, 1947. 

T ONDON looked beautiful on this day. The 
^delphiniums in St. James's Park, clustered 
in close array, were a glorious chintz of dazzling 
blue. The variegated hues of antirrhinums 
bordering the lake rivalled the gay plumage of 
the ducks dancing on the ripples. And over all, 
in noble splendour, the Royal Standard floated 
above Buckingham Palace. 

No one could help feeling jolly on a day like 
this, so it was not in the least surprising to 
suppose that some of those lovely flowers from 
the Park had taken human form that semi
tropical afternoon and transferred themselves 
bodily to the charming dignity of the Ladies' 
Wing of the United Service Club to embellish 
the room. Indeed, that is exactly what did 
occur. Ever since the rigours of rationing have 
handicapped the arts of millinery women have 
somehow contrived on special occasions to 
defy and defeat the frowning disabilities which 
this victorious Country so patiently endures. 
This was one of those occasions. Leggy flappers 
of prewar days had blossomed forth into 
radiant flowers. Socalled "blushing brides" 
of that same happy era had ripened into 
charming womanhood, whilst those old friends 
who had followed the drum so faithfully in an 
earlier epoch turned up again to our great 
delight as cheerful and gay and decorative as 
ever. In a way, I think, we old timers felt that 
for an hour or so the clock had been put back— 
not only two hours in keeping with the sun, 
but ten years or more in keeping with our 
memories of happy scenes before the world 
went mad again. 

It cannot be denied that to find oneself 
suddenly in the midst of this fairyland scene 
is apt to be bewildering. It is like watching a 
rapidly moving kinema and becoming by some 
strange quip of fate whirled up into the picture. 
One has not enough hands to grasp all those 
thousands of others, or eyes to smile into all 
those countless laughing eyes all round, or 
mouths to mutter fatuous pleasantries, or time 
to shape humourously flattering aphorisms, 
even if one^could. So one just grins like a happy 
dog and finds everyone else doing the same. 
But it was great fun, and I am certain we all 
thoroughly enjoyed ourselves. 

Then, after awhile, the scene disintegrated 
and finally faded out like Alice's Cheshire Cat, 
and the curtain dropped, and three old timers 
found themselves sitting on the verandah 
gazing across a close cut verdant lawn with the 

old Duke of York smiling down benevolently 
from his lofty column. No doubt other groups 
were formed too in the long room behind) and 
all too quickly this interlude passed so that it ^ 
was time to hurry off and struggle into the 
uncustomary boiled shirt in preparation for 
the main and final scene. 

When the curtain rose again over sixty of 
us were revealed upon the stage. Offstage 
we had been suitably and sufficiently regaled 
in an anteroom (if you add what we had after 
tea) so that a rollicking act was a foregone 
conclusion. 

No one with memories of the sumptuous 
prewar banquets would deny that this repast 
was anything but a shadow of those gargantuan 
days, but what we did have was beautifully 
cooked and superbly served. By some miracle 
of management, too, wine almost flowed in 
prewar plenty. Not quite, of course, but 
what there was was excellent—especially the^ 
vintage port, of which I for one would gladly 
have sunk a bottle. 

All too soon the false hour of Government 
decreed midnight approached as the last rays 
of the sun tinted a saffron sky. Anxious 
stewards switched off lights to speed the 
reluctantly parting guests, and so the Sixty
seventh Dinner of the Dragon Club became just 
one more happy memory of old friends fore, 
gathered from the ends of the earth for a few 
brief fleeting hours. 

R.T. 
The following Officers attended :— 

MajorGeneral Hon. P. G. Scarlett (in the Chair). 
MajorGeneral H. de R. Morgan. 

Brigadiers J. F. Whitacre Allen, V. Boucher, T. H. 
Spear, A. B. Thomson. 
. Colonels J. V. R. Jackson, C. R. B. Knight, J. G. 
Nicholson, D. Wilkins. 

LieutenantColonels J. G. Atkinson, E. H. Allen, 
M. Beevor, J. F. Connolly, R. W. Craddock, N. E. 
Hoare, G. R. Howe, Guy Lee, D. S. Lister, L. W. Lucas, 
K. M. C. Mallam, G. E. F. Oliver, F. W. B. Parry, 
R. F. Parry, R. E. Power, T. R. Reid, W. H. Rowe, 
C. R. Tuff, H. P. Williams, J. R. P. Williams. 

Majors J. S. Blanford, D. C. Coates, H. A. Collins, 
L. P. Critchley, C. S. Field, P. R. H. Fox, P. J. Lewis, 
H. Milton, D. Montgomery, F. de R. Morgan, A. J. 
Peareth, R. A. Pinhey, P. B. Plumptre, R. A. C. 
Ravenhill, J. P. W. Samuelson, R. J. Tuke, R. W. M. * 
Webster. 

Captains M. A. O'B. ffrench Blake, L. P. Causton, 
H. G. Cox, G. Hadshar, H. C. F. Harwood, C. H. Reay, 
N .  G .  W a l e .  L i e u t e n a n t s  D .  P .  R .  B a r r e t t ,  H .  R . <  
Gatehouse. 

GUESTS. 
Brigadier A. D. McKechnie, Colonel E. B. Burns, 

Colonel D. J. Dean, Colonel J. E. C. Pangman, Major 
P. Dare. 
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iUl D 
jet my new cat  

Perhaps you've put your name down for a new 
Ford and are wondering how long you must wait. 
We should like to be optimistic, but shortage of 
materials is affecting not only us but the whole 
of the car Industry. The material supply position 
varies and the fact that a considerable proportion 
of all new cars must go abroad, limits production 
for home use and makes delivery by a particular 
date uncertain. 

Periodically, each Ford Dealer receives a 
quota of new Fords out of which he has to meet 
Governmentsponsored priorities. Unfortunately, 
through no fault of his or ours, he doesn't always 
get the number of new cars he expects. 

We are helping to the limit of our ability by 
delivering every car possible to our Dealers. 

PREFECT 10 h.p. ANGLIA 8 h.p. 

APPOINTMENT 
MOTOR VE H I Cl l  
MANUFACTU RE D  F O R D  M O T O R  

CONSTANT  IN  PERFORMANCE  
C O M P A N Y  L I M I T E D  D A G E N H A M  

GxdeP to .. 

OikU 
Uniform & Equipment 

CAMBRIDGE CIRCUS 
LONDON  W.C.2 
Telephone : TEMple Bar 1814 (7 lines) 
Grams : "Alclothes," Westcent, Lond. 

A L D E R S H O T  
A M E S B U R Y  
C A M B E R L E Y  
C H E S T E R  
D E E P C U T 
F O L K E S T O N E  
N E W A R K  
O X F O R D  
U C K F i U D  

7M72 



Soiled & C 
FOR EVERY NEED 

HARTLEY & SUGDEN LTD. 
HALIFAX 

Try BURMA SAUCE 
Every drop is of full flavour 

Ask for White—Cottell s 
Worcester Sauce 

WELGAR 

SHREDDED 
WHEAT 

JOINERY MANUFACTURERS 

BROWNLEE & CO., LTD. 
CITY SAW MILLS 
GLASGOW, C.4 

TIMBER MERCHANTS SAWMILLERS 
DOUGLAS 7331 (7 Lines) 

T H E  F O L L O W I N G  F I R M S  S U P P O R T  
!&. \ 

CJIMW/lLi 
M I N E R A L  W A T E R S  

LEMON SQUASH, &c. 
SOLD BY N.A.A.F.1. CANTEENS 

COOLTIPT 
VIRGINIA 

by ABDULLA 

'Wool'filter tip. 20 for 3^4 

IT'S O.K. WITH 

SAUCE 

T H E  LINDLEY T H O M P S O N  
TRANSFORMER & SERVICE CO., 

LTD, 

SPECIALISTS IN THE MANUFACTURE OF 

ALL TYPES OF TRANSFORMERS 

St. Mary's  Rd.,  Slough Tel.  La rig ley 2001 

PARK DRIVE 
i CIGARETTES § 
|l|| for pleasure 1|| 
W PLAIN & CORK TIPPED . Ill

For Pressed 
Glassware 

of all descriptions 
JAMES A. JOBLING & CO., LTD. 
Wear Glass Works, Sunderland 

f For proteclion against ^ 
Skin Infection... USE 

WRIGHTS * 
* Coal Tar Soap 

MB KN,TTED 
SPORTSWEAR 

BRA|MARUNDEEAR 
INNES, HENDERSON & Co., Ltd 

HAWICK, SCOTLAND 

EDWARDS 

The London & Midland Steel Scaffolding 
Co., Ltd. Iddesleigh House, Caxton St., 

BURTON'S PATENT "DOUBLE GRIP'' 
STEEL TUBULAR SCAFFOLDING 
For Safely, Speed & Economy Made of British 

Sfeel Drop Forging* 

Phones Abbey 6483M/5 Work*: Old Hill, Staff*. 

The Walsall Electrical Co., Ltd. 
61 BRIDGE ST., WALSALL 

Electrical Measuring Instruments 

Switchboards, Switchgear 

PAT0NS& BALDWINS 
LTD. 

SPIN WOOLS FOR ALL 
KINDS OF CLOTHING 

ALLOA : HALIFAX : LEICESTER 
WAKEFIELD 

C R Y S E L C O  
LIMITED 

E L E C T R I C  L A M P  
MANUFACTURERS 

KEMPSTQN WORKS, BEDFORD 

" HALLMARK " 
AUTOMATIC REFRIGERATORS 

For the storage of foodstuffs of all 
kinds,  for  making and stor ing ice  c ream,  
cooling beer and wines, making ice and 
©Iher purposes in canteens and messes. 

J. & E. HALL, LTD. 
DARTFORD, KENT 

A. C. WILD & Co., Ltd. 
ENGINEERS 

CHARLOTTE ROAD  SHEFFIELD 
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2/5 Battalion Reunion 
HP HE 22nd Reunion of the above Battalion 
A was held at the Connaught Rooms, Kings

way, London, on 31st May last, when about 
100 members met together from all parts of the 
country to chinwag about the days of "Hair 
Cuts", which to many, are days of the past— 
they now, we hear, are baldheaded, with 
smiling faces, living happy and contented lives. 
Nevertheless, their sympathy goes out to 
those with worried looks, toiling with "Blood, 
Sweat and Tears", wondering if they will 
survive to join the band of baldheads and 
smiling faces. 

The Reception was not the one we had been 
accustomed to. It was the first time for 22 
years, in which the shake of the hand by our 
beloved Colonel, The Rt. Hon. The Viscount 
Goschen, was missing. One by one we entered 
and the first enquiry, "Where is His Lordship ?" 
The reply that he was ill in bed was a sad, very 
sad, introduction. We all knew, however, that 
our Colonel would think of his "Lambs" and 
wish them to spend the evening as if he were 
present in person. 

The sounding of the "General Salute" 
 heralded the entry of MajorGeneral the Hon. 

Gerald Scarlett, Colonel of our Regiment, who 
immediately became a very busy personality 

^ receiving the numerous introductions and 
making new friends. 

Then, there rang through the air the bugle 
call of the "Officers' Mess", followed by "Cook
house", when the survivors of this fine battalion 
endeavoured to outdo "Balaclava", but, 
fortunately, there were no casualties, excepting 
that Mr. A. H. Barber lost his speech, and 
Mr. R. W. Jones his titbits, about individual 
personalities. 

In the absence of Lord Goschen, the Chair 
was taken by Captain N. G. Wale, the senior 
officer of the Battalion present. 

After "The King" the toast "Our Fallen 
Comrades" was given by the Chairman. All 
stood in silence whilst the strains of the bugle 
sounding the "Last Post" and "Reveille" re
echoed throughout the area of the Connaught 
Rooms. We thought of many old comrades 
who now have fought their last battles. 

Then the three taps with the Hammer by the 
^ Toast Master announced the toast, "Our 

Regiment"—coupled with the name of the 
Colonel of the Regiment. Captain Wale, the 
Chairman, spoke of happy days of the past 
and how we all felt so deeply the absence that 
evening of Viscount Goschen. 

The Colonel of the Regiment, replying, also 
said how grieved he was that their founder and 
leader was not present with them that night. 
He spoke about the 2/5th Battalion and asked 
them to stick together to the end. He mentioned 
the valour of our Regiment in many parts of 
the world, and the saddest blow, was the 
standing down for a time of our great 1st 
Battalion, which had been in existence since 
1st May, 1572. Many regiments have so 
suffered, but that splendid Battalion would rise 
again. 

Then followed the rendering of the Farmer s 
Boy by Captain Roy Rice, for the 22nd year in 
succession. He sang it, and all present sang it 
on those byegone route marches through the 
villages of Kent, and it will be sung by the 
2/5th Battalion until the last man is like 
Father Christmas or Father Time. 

The Reunion was not permitted to slacken 
for the want of talent, and the company were 
kept in fits of laughter by the yarns Mr. Crosse 
told—clean, healthy and full of life and vim— 
then a short break for Mr. R. W. Jones to give 
the Toast "Our Guests", which included Colonel 
Sir John Laurie, Mr. C. D. HelyHutchinson, 
Major J. E. Enright and Mr. Crosse. 

Mr. Jones mentioned the services and 
attributes of Mr. HelyHutchinson in the 
19141918 War, and the strenuous time he had 
with the Chelsea Battalion of the Home Guard, 
in the last war. He spoke about each of our 
guests in his usual quiet and humourous manner, 
but many observed that the speaker was not 
wearing that "worried" look we all thought he 
might have done—he'll get his pension. 

Mr. HelyHutchinson in a reminiscent and 
happy speech thanked the Battalion on behalf 
of the Guests for their invitation and a happy 
evening. 

Mr. Huggins then contributed to the pro
gramme, after which Mr. A. H. Barber spoke 
feelingly about the leadership given to the 
Battalion by Viscount Goschen. We were once 
again marching through Kent, with His Lord
ship at the head, and many were the yarns he 
spun about those old days. No wonder His 
Lordship's health was drunk with musical 
honours. Lastly a really fine duet was rendered 
by Messrs. Hopkins and Higgins which was 
much appreciated. So ended the first part of 
the evening. 

In a short time the sole topic was "Do you 
remember ?" and the hum of voices and clinking 
of glasses was a good sign of enjoyment. So it 
should be—many had travelled long distances, 
from Birmingham, Heme Bay, Brighton, 
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Sevenoaks, North, South, East and West of 
England, and for what reason ? Not for a 
dinner ; this they could have at home. They 
came because they considered it a duty to be 
present, and a debt of honour to their comrades 
of the 2/5th Buffs. Nearly all are members of 
the London Branch of the Past and Present 
Association, with Mr. W. Beall as their 
representative. Those who attended owe 
gratitude to Mr. F. G. Skinner, the very hard
working organiser, and his supporting 
Committee, for a really enjoyable and happy 
reunion, so An Revoir until 1948. 

Buffs Golfing Society 
A SMALL supply of the Society's Ties are 

** now available. Members wishing to pur
chase same should send their orders to the 
Hon. Secretary, Wingham Barton Manor, 
Westmarsh, Near Canterbury, and enclose 51-
per tie and one coupon. Then instructions will 
be sent to the makers who will send them direct 
to the member. 

Round and About. 
By The Tramp. 
Paris (<Continued). 

A FTER a few days the weather warmed up 
^*and became pleasantly hot. We continued 
our reexamination of this wonderful city, 
making journeys to St. Cloud and the Bois de 
Boulogne. During our passage through this 
great park we caught a glimpse of Longchamps 
Racecourse and I recalled that over 20 years 
before, when I was an art student in Mont
parnasse, I had gone to The Races with some 
fellow English students. We went by river 
steamer and lunched at a charming little cafe 
near the river and then, armed with the Con
tinental edition of the Daily Mail, we set about 
risking a few francs on the choice of the 
correspondent of that journal. To say that we 
had a successful day was to put it mildly. We 
backed the winner of every race except one 
and that we did not lose on for we were unable 
to get to the Tote in time to make our stake. 
It was just as well for this was the one bad tip 
of the expert we followed. I forget what we 
netted between us, but we were in high spirits 
and decided to walk back to Paris through the 
Bois. This is no mean trudge, but we were 
young and elated by success. Now comes the 

point of this digression. There is, in the Bois, 
a fashionable resort known as Armenonville, 
an expensive restaurant where the rich dine in 
the open air. We decided to turn aside into 
this place for tea or a drink. We passed through 
the gate and at the very first table I saw my 
future fatherinlaw and his son. They greeted 
me with unwonted enthusiasm and proceeded 
quickly to tell my why. They were on the 
spree in Paris and were virtually broke. They 
had been searching for me at my known address 
and the Academic Julien, but without success. 
I was full of money at the moment and was 
able to relieve their financial anxieties. What 
is more, we all dined together that night in a 
cafe known to students and kept things going 
into the small hours. There is no particular 
moral to this story except that, if you must go 
racing in Paris, trust a paper you know. 
: However, this is a digression, put down here 

because it was rather a strange coincidence, 
when you consider it. It was all over 20 years 
ago—nearer 25 to be exact, and I have never 
backed horses much or with any appreciable 
success since. 

Billancourt and Passy. 
In a most comfortable hired car, with an 

admirable driver, we went to St. Cloud and on 
the way back followed the line of the Seine. 
This took us through Billancourt, a name which 
used periodically to appear in communiques 
concerning the activities of the R.A.F. Here 
were, and again are, the Renault Motor Works. 
Our bombers made things very uncomfortable 
for those who worked in these factories for the 
enemy, but they did their job skilfully and 
really hit the military targets. Our driver, who 
had been in Paris during the war and had once 
driven British Generals in the earlier war, told 
us that very seldom did an R.A.F. attack 
cause damage to dwelling houses even near 
factories. Our stock stands high for this as 
well as for other reasons. 

Passy we visited because we wanted to see 
the house in which the great French novelist 
Balzac had lived. It is a museum and a most 
interesting one. The house is kept much as it 
was in Balzac's time and there are many deeply 
interesting relics of the great man's personal 
life. The custodian, an elderly French lady, 
was courtesy itself and she really seemed to 
care for her charge. It is a little house of 
definite character with a delightful garden,. 
Round it tower the modern flats of Passy and 
only on the river side is it free of these human 
hives. Below Balzac's house is the Turkish 
Legation. Here de Manpassant spent his last 
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demented days. When later, in Montparnasse, 
we saw Rodin's astonishing statue of Balzac 
looking up to the Boulevard Raspaie, we were 
able to visualise this tremendous genius sitting 
in his study at Passy creating that rich world 
of character and human comedy. 

Versailles. 
To Versailles we went by train, an easy 

journey from the Gare St. Lazare. We chose 
a perfect day and found a good restaurant 
where we lunched excellently en plein air before 
we started our tour of the Palace and the Park. 
Versailles really does beggar description. It is, 
I should imagine, the greatest palace ever 
built. I had seen it and wondered at it years 
before. Now I was dumb with awe at its 
magnificence and the sublime artistry of its 
design. But marvelling at the buildings and 
the superbly designed grounds was not my main 
preoccupation when I was there the other day. 
Versailles is full of memories ; mostly tragic 
ones for me. First, the very spirit of the ill
starred Marie Antoinette seems to brood over 
the whole place. The poignancy of her tragedy 
pervades the Petit Trianon, the exquisite 
retreat built especially for her in the Park. 
I found it* easy to understand the remarkable 
experiences of the two English ladies who early 
in this century visited Versailles and saw it as 
it was at the time of Marie Antoinette. Their 
"vision", for such it undoubtedly was, they 
recorded in a remarkable book called An 
Adventure. I will not attempt to summarise 
that book, but I do most heartily recommend 
it as a most exciting, convincing and readable 
record of something which Mr. Dunne, the 
eminent writer on problems of time, has, in its 
later editions, attempted to explain in a preface. 
The empty rooms of the Trianon, the strolling 
visitors and the bored custodians do not dispel 
the genius of the place, its magnificence, 
overweighted by infinite sadness. The next 
tragic memory is more recent. Versailles will 
always be associated with the Peace Conference 
of 1919. It was here that the final signing of 
that illfated document took place and the 
famous Hall of Mirrors is exhibited to visitors 

.in that connection. This is not the place to 
discuss the wisdom and justice of what 
Clemencean, Lloyd George, Wilson and the 
others then decided. There has been discussion 
enough and to spare about it. We know too 
well that our late enemies did not carry out the 
provisions of the document to which they put 
their signatures and we were unable, for divers 
reasons, to oblige them to do so. And so Hitler, 
after his triumph of 1940, came to Versailles 
as a conqueror, wiping out the stain of 1919 

as he thought for ever. And for five years the 
gardens and the Palace were filled with gaping 
German soldiers who little thought that their 
leader would perish so soon in a bunker in 
Berlin or that they themselves would be in 
headlong flight from Versailles, if they could 
contrive to escape death at the hands of the 
liberating armies. 

King Louis, perishing miserably under the 
guillotine, no doubt thought that his was the 
final tragedy. One can forgive him for such a 
natural error. 

Barbizon and Fontainebleau. 
On another day we motored out from Paris 

across the monotonous level country that lies 
between the city and the famous Forest of 
Fontainebleau. Until the village of Barbizon 
is reached there is but one thing of interest ; 
the great flat field which Jean Francois Millet 
chose to take as the setting for his two celebrated 
paintings ; The Angelus and The Gleaners. It 
would be difficult to choose a less stimulating 
scene for a masterpiece and yet, I suppose, he 
felt that he could best express his feelings about 
the simple peasants who toiled in the fields by 
placing them in this utterly uninteresting 
terrain. 

Barbizon itself is a monstrous place. Just 
over a hundred years ago it was the resort of a 
group of humble French painters who found it 
congenial and inspiring. Many of them achieved 
some fame if little fortune. 

Today it is a show place, living on the fat 
of its past with a vengeance. Exploitation here 
reaches its cynical zenith. Smart hotels, with 
"American bars" boldly announced, abound. 
There are notices inviting the tripper to visit 
the studio of this or that famous painter and 
the studios are museums. We did not enter 
any of them. We did, however, have an 
excellent, if expensive, lunch at a hostelry which 
declares that Robert Louis Stevenson lived and 
worked in it somewhere in the 70's of last 
century. I remember an essay by Stevenson 
called "Forest Notes". It was one of his most 
stylish and enchanting effusions but there were, 
according to him, little inns where good food 
and good company were to be found. He would 
be constrained to write differently were he to 
go to Barbizon today. 

After lunch we motored through the Forest 
to Fontainebleau. It is a strange forest con
taining many trees, some of beauty, and many 
gigantic rocks in weird confusion. How any 
painter could have been inspired, as we know 
they were, to paint here beats me. We were 
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all glad to emerge from this strange and for
bidding place into the bright light of the little 
town of Fontainebleau which has more associ
ation in my mind with the Emperor Napoleon I 
than with any other person. The chateau is 
undeniably beautiful and the grounds are 
attractive rather than impressive. We did not 
make the tour of the interior because visitors 
are obliged to accompany a guide in all these 
places and to submit to the complete tour of 
each public room with the uninspiring catalogue 
of its "interesting features". All at a price 
plus a pourboire. 

Vincennes and Pere la Chaise. 
Another tour took us through this "East 

End" park where there is a Zoo strangely 
reminiscent of our's in Regent's Park. But we 
saw the Fort and barracks where innumerable 
hostages were done to death during the occupa
tion and where, after the earlier war, the 
picturesque but sinister Spy Mata Hari, the 
dancer, faced a French firing squad. We sat 
drinking a Bock at a little cafe looking on to 
the forbidding fort (called a Chateau) and saw 
a party of German P.o.W.s marching down the 
street. It was easy to guess their thoughts. 

From Vincennes we went home via Pere la 
Chaise, the cemetery which contains the mortal 
remains of more eminent people than any other 
in the world. It is a veritable City of the Dead. 
There are literally streets of houses, many of 
which are hideous and ghastly in their archi
tecture and their purpose. Cemeteries are 
never anything but monstrous, but French 
cemeteries are indescribable. We saw the 
tomb of Oscar Wilde. It was designed by 
Epstein and aroused a storm of protest, even 
in France, when it was first erected. The 
reasons for the protest were, I believe, moral 
rather than aesthetic. It seemed to me to be 
harmless enough on the first grounds and 
indefensible on the second. But I do not claim 
to be able to appraise funereal architecture. 
I merely deplore it. We were glad to get out of 
this place although we did get a laugh or two 
from it. That sounds cynical but it is far from 
being so. 

From Paris to Blois. 
Our Daltonic allowance holding out well, we 

were able to extend our holiday by a week and 
escaped from the noise and heat of Paris by an 
excellent electric train which took us in two 
hours to the minute to Blois, the fascinating 
town in Touraine which I had visited as a boy. 

Here we found a comfortable and singularly 
inexpensive hotel with good food and wine and 

had all the beauties of the lovely Loire country 
all around us. 

I hope in a later issue to say something about 
this glorious part of France and what we did 
^nd saw there. 

A Prodigal's Impressions. 
'"THE 1st Battalion Colours, escorted by some 
* sixty regular officers and men, are home at 

last. And so the final page is turned, the book 
is closed and, for a time at least, the record ends. 

Canterbury is home to every Buff and, 
though on this occasion we were returning with 
heavy hearts, it was impossible to suppress, 
as we arrived, the comfortable and exciting 
feeling associated with coming home. 

Even as we alighted from the train we saw 
upon the platform Mr. Goodwin, whose urbane 
presence was so familiar in the Depot Mess, 
in his new capacity of head porter, waiting to 
welcome us. Other familiar faces were there : 
The Commanding Officer, who had left us a 
few months before in Greece, Major Dare, Mr. 
Brophy (the R.S.M.), and many more. Here,, 
at least, we found transport waiting to take us 
to our quarters, a meal prepared, and all those 
things associated with an organised reception, 
but nevertheless, a feature of our journey 
which up till now had been conspicuous by its 
absence. In short, it was quite wonderful to 
be home again ; and, as we drew out of the 
station and the silhouette of Bell Harry came 
into view in all its grandeur against the evening 
sky, no one who had been overseas for long 
could fail to give a sigh of thankfulness. 

But the light of day showed us a Canterbury 
very changed from the one we knew in 1939. 
The Germans in their "Baedeker Days" must 
certainly have satisfied their demented leader 
when they returned from bombing Canterbury. 
Although, thank God, the Cathedral was spared 
the sudden realisation of the destruction 
wrought on those at home, to whom the sight 
has now become an everyday affair, was over
whelming ; and still, as one walks around the 
City and finds yet another wellloved landmark 
is no more, the shock returns again. However, 
many of the old landmarks flourish still. The 
East Kent Club retains its air of dignity and 
charm and, with the figure of our Editor bent 
in familiar attitude tending with loving care 
the lawn and garden, appears even more closely 
allied with the Regiment than before. The 
cricket ground has lost nothing of its own 
especial beauty as those who attended Cricket 
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Week last year assured us. The County Hotel 
is returning to its prewar monastic self and 
many other pubs still serve "Kent's Best" and 

% the same good spirit with it. The Abbots 
Barton, scene of so many prewar subalterns' 
frolics, has altered only in the increasing age 
and dignity of its clientele. The quiet and 
efficient Rolls Royces of Mr. Skam, so well in 
keeping with England's senior cathedral city, 
still serve the Mess uncomplainingly and well. 
Although the Warriors' Chapel is at present 
closed for alterations the Book of Life stands 
just outside and every day a page is turned as 
heretofore. 

At the Depot, or, more accurately, the P.T.C., 
the hand of time has certainly been hard at 
work ; and the return to a Mess "up the hill" 
gives one a feeling of being turned out of the 
Manor House and sent instead to a pre
fabricated bungalow. But, in spite of all the 
efforts of the authorities to suppress our better 
natures, old ways die hard and those in 
command have done their best with what 
material they have. The Mess tables are 
polished, some of the Regimental calendars 
still adorn the mantelpiece, the silver is laid 
out and, happy thought, Sergeant Laker and 
Private Phipps still minister to our wants. The 
Old Park remains unchanged, save for a few 
unsightly erections designed to improve the 
battleworthiness of the recruit. There are 

' familiar faces everywhere, especially among the 
senior N.C.O.s and in those departments whose 
members, like the sands of time, seem to 
remain unaltered by outside influences and 
events. The officers who oversleep are still 
awakened by the bark of sergeants trying to 
instil the elements of squad drill into recruits 
whom they regard as hopeless from the start, 
as they have always done. Their bark is less 
vicious, now, due either to the influence of our 
great new army or, more likely, to the inferior 
quality of the beer which from ages past has 
oiled and strengthened vocal cords in Sergeants' 
Messes. 

Perhaps, above all, the Depot cricket ground 
has kept its character. The eleven, which 
manages to play three matches every week, 
can still turn out correctly dressed and though 
the flannels may not be bright and spotless as 

' they used to be, the fault lies with the laundries, 
not their owners. Sitting in the pavilion on a 
lazy summer's afternoon, hat over one's eyes, 

^ watching some other fellow do the work, with 
nothing to disturb the reverie but the sound of 
a ball well hit, time does indeed stand still and 
one might well be back in those happy days 
before the war. And, near at hand George 
Howe's garden, as it is now affectionately 

known, blossoms under the efforts of its aged 
gardener. If it is no longer the revered precinct 
that it used to be and is subject from time to 
time to commando raids by mischievous 
children, it nevertheless retains its air of 
untroubled charm and sanctuary. 

The recruits seem different somehow—indeed 
they must be, for everyone knows that one 
volunteer is worth a dozen impressed men— 
but even so it is surprising to see the ease and 
aptitude with which they find their place in 
the ordered scheme of things and how soon 
they become, in their own peculiar way, old 
soldiers like the rest of us. Still we hear, from 
hour to hour, "Cookhouse", "C.O.'s Orders", 
"Defaulters" and all. the other calls, which 
contribute a feature of our army life so sadly 
missed abroad in times of war ; and still the 
rhythm of marching feet provides the back
ground to our daily life. 

The fact that the Depot is not now 
completely the Depot is at once the greatest 
change and much the hardest blow to bear. 
It is consequently no longer possible to enter
tain as we should like to and the machinery of 
regimental organisation is now in the hands of 
a small company staff which, though hopelessly 
inadequate, is achieving, under the tireless 
direction of Dick Edmeades and Dare, more 
than anyone could have imagined possible. 
Dare, of course, knows all there is to know of 
everything and everyone. Whether you are 
looking for Dress Regulations of 1665 or some 
particular piece of Mess silver which has been 
crated for a dozen years, Dare has the answer 
and can put his finger on it. 

Though the social life has declined to a very 
marked degree, though dutside the Mess there 
are rows of motorcycles where the cars used 
to stand and though other such signs of the 
times are apparent everywhere, the modern 
Depot is still a very pleasant place, neat as a 
new pin and intensely proud of what it is. The 
old smartness is there and the same high stan
dard we knew before the war prevails in spite 
of everything. 

The ancient spirit still lives on. 
J.P.L. 
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History of World War I. 191418. 
Military Operations : France and Belgium 1918, 

Volume IV. 
"yOLUME IV of the History of the War on the Western 

Front, based on official documents and prepared by 
direction of the Committee of Imperial Defence and 
subsequently of the War Cabinet, is now in the press. 
Volume III was published in March, 1939, but the 
publication of the present volume has been delayed 
by the World War II. It has been compiled by Brigadier
General Sir J ames Edmonds and his assistants who have 
been responsible for the previous volumes of the series. 

A brief note of the contents is given below. 
Price, including maps issued with the volume, 27s. 6d. 
Volume IV of the History of 1918 covers the period 

of fifty days, from the 8th August, the "black day of 
the German Army", as General Ludendorff called it, 
until the 26th September, when at last all* the Allied 
Armies, American, French, British and Belgian, were 
lined up ready to begin the great combined offensive 
which, by the 11th November, had brought the war to 
an end. 

Besides giving an account of the operations of our 
Allies, amongst them the clearing of the St. Mihiel 
Salient, the volume, therefore, includes the measures 
taken by the British Fourth Army (containing the 
Canadian Corps and the Australian Corps), which made 
the first move, to ensure surprise of the 8th August, 
the entry of the Third and First Armies into the battle, 
the capture of Mont St. Quentin, the breaking of the 
Wotan Line, the forcing of the Canal du Nord, and of the 
Somme above P^ronne, and the substantial advance 
made by the Second and Fifth Armies in Flanders. 

The number of Germans and British engaged against 
e^ch other was almost the same ; but with superior 
leading and tactics, and at last guns and munitions as 
numerous as the German—and a small number of tanks 
—the British divisions overcame the defence in depth 
of the enemy, and by constant pressure decisively con
tributed to the breakup of the German Armies. 

There are 30 maps bound in the volume, and four in a 
pocket at the end of the volume. 

Lloyd's Patriotic Fund. 
fJiHE Annual Report of Lloyd's Patriotic Fund just 

issued shows that during 1946, 1,004 cases received 
benefit, the grants totalling £15,985. 

This Fund, which is the oldest Naval and Military 
Fund of its kind in existence, was founded over 140 years 
ago, in the days of the Napoleonic Wars. Since that time 
well over £1,000,000 has been distributed from the 
General Fund alone. At the present time grants from 
that Fund are mainly confined to the dependents of 
those who fought in campaigns prior to 1914, and who 
are not eligible for assistance from other Service 
Charities. 

It is interesting to note that of the 238 cases at present 
receiving regular help from the General Fund, 39 are 
over 80 years of age and 2 are over 90 years. 

Of the various supplemental Funds, one of the most 
useful is the Naval War Fund, established in 1915 from 
a special collection raised at Lloyd's. The Trustees 
decided that this money should be utilised primarily to 
help in the maintenance and education of the children 
of Naval and Marine Officers who were killed during the 
Great War and the Fund was later extended to cover 
cases arising out of the recent War, the intention of the 
Trustees being that the children should receive as good 
an education as would have been the case had their 
fathers lived. Up to the end of 1946 a total of 656 
widows and guardians have received grants for the 
education of 1,158 children at a total expenditure of 
£200,081. 

Dependents of Officers and Men of the Fleet Air Arm 
are also assisted in a similar way from a separate Fund 
known as the "Corporation of Lloyd's Air Force Fund". 

Another Fund administered by the Trustees is the 
South African War . Fund, no less than £165,274 having 
been expended up to the end of 1946 in helping Officers 
and Men discharged "medically unfit" as a result of the 
Boer War. 

Full particulars of the work of Lloyd's Patriotic Fund 
can be obtained from the Secretary at the office in Lloyd's 
Building, 3 Lime Street, London, E.C.3. 

Officers' Families Fund. 
'"THE Officers' Families Fund has been in existence 
* for close on 50 years. The object of the Fund is to 

give assistance to the families of junior serving officers, 
and widows of officers who have lost their lives on 
Service. There are, within the organisation of the 
Fund, branches dealing with temporary financial 
assistance, education and the provision of clothing. 

Junior officers who, through some unforeseen occur
rence, find themselves involved in expenses beyond 
their means, may apply to the Fund for assistance. 
The Fund also helps with confinement expenses if 
reasonable arrangements have been made, and there is 
difficulty in meeting them. 

Whatever the problem and whether or not it comes 
under any of these headings, the Committee of the 
Fund is always willing to consider any case on its merits 
and to render any assistance possible. 

Officers wishing to seek the assistance of the Officers' 
Families Fund should write to the Secretary, 
Officers' Families Fund, 104 Gloucester Road, London, 
S.W.7 (telephone number Western 7883). 

The Confectioners' Benevolent 
Fund. 

Stafford House, Norfolk Street, Strand, W.G.2. 
rpHIS is the Benevolent Fund of the Sugar Confection
"Tjery Trade. It is noncontributory, and it embraces 
a sections of the Trade. 

OBJECT.—To provide Grants, Annuities and . other 
forms' pf assistance to those who are, or have been, 
engaged in the Chocolate and Sugar Confectionery 
Industry, in any capacity and who are in distress 
through poverty, sickness, or other exceptional 
circumstances. 

Assistance may also be granted for the Education and 
the Maintenance of Fatherless or Motherless children. 

ELIGIBILITY.—Normally applications can only be 
considered from those, or their dependents, who have 
been earning 50% or more of their living by confection
ery for at least ten years. However, where there are 
exceptional circumstances, cases falling outside the 
limits will receive the sympathetic attention of the 
Committee. 
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APPLICATIONS should be made, in the first instance, 
to :— 

The Secretary, 
The Confectioners' Benevolent Fund, 

Stafford House, 
Norfolk Street, 

Strand, W.C.2. 

Correspondence. 
Fisheries Bi Partite Control Group, 

F. & A. Division Z.E.O., 
63 H.Q. C.C.G., B.A.O.R. 

June 15 th, 1947. 
Dear Major Peareth, 

The first fortnight of March this year I attended a 
course prior to returning to Germany, to carry on the 
job that I was doing prior to my release. 

At Bletchley, Bucks, where I attended the course, 
I met Lieut.Colonel Friend, who will be remembered 
by the old 7th Battalion in the 191418 War. He was 
very well and was much appreciated by the students, 
for his assistance to them. I also met Mr. Vaughan, 
who was 2nd i/c to Lieut.Colonel Studd, who, if I remem
ber correctly, commanded the old 8th Battalion. He 
remarked what a fine man we lost in Lieut.Colonel 
Studd. Knowing him in the 3rd Battalion, I thought the 
same. 

While at Bletchley I had to visit the Tailor's Shop 
and I was attended to by an old soldier, who asked me 
if my tie happened to be R.A.S.C. I suitably replied. 
He then told me that he enlisted in The Buffs in 1906 
and was with the 2nd Battalion, "D" Company. He did 
most of his service in the Tailor's Shop and mentioned 
names such as George Fincher, Steptoe, Birrell and 
many others that I did not know. He was very fit and 
very efficient with the needle although he had reached 
the'age of 60 on the 7th March. We talked of quite a 
number of the older members who have served in the 
Regiment. I see by the Telephone Directory and The 
Dragon that there are a number of the Regiment 
employed in Germany with the C.C.G. I hope that, 
should they come to Hamburg, they will come and see 
me at Shell House. 

Mrs. Cox joined me early in April, and we have a 
comfortable flat. Mrs. Cox misses her friends in Canter
bury—also the shops, since we have only one large shop, 
the Families' Shop, for "eats and drinks" mostly—by 
this I mean groceries, etc. 

Captain Chambers is at the 94th General Hospital 
dealing with the food. So far we have only contacted 
him by 'phone. We hope that he will visit us very soon. 

A few months ago I had a pleasant surprise. A fellow 
member of the Fisheries brought a chap along to 
introduce him to me and to my surprise it was Major 
Hubbard of the R.A.O.C., who will be remembered 
as our Armourer in Maymyo. He looked very fit 
and had seen service in Africa and Italy with the 
Pioneers. We talked of Burma days. I think he is 
now posted to Hanover. Recently he met my son at 
H.Q. B.A.O.R. ; also I think he met Captain Thomas, 
who will be remembered in the Orderly Room in 
Maymyo. 

Wishing The Dragon success and trusting you are fit 
and well. Please remember me to any of the older 
Buffs that are still at the Barracks. 

Yours sincerely, 
G. A. Cox. 

303849 Capt. E. R. Hills, The Buffs, 
"A" British Army Newspaper Unit, 

Union Jack (Greece Edition), 
British Troops in Greece. 

July ls2, 1947. 
Dear Sir, 

The following extract from Salonika newspapers will 
undoubtedly be of interest to those who served with the 
1st Battalion in Greece. The translation was willingly 
effected by "Sideney", the Greek liaison officer attached 
to 1 Buffs at Kilkis. 
"Official Communique". 

"At 2200 hrs. on 30 May 1947, a force of approx
imately 500 Communists and Slavs descended from Beles 
and Kroussia mountains (the high mountains on the 
borders of Greece and Yugoslavia). The band took cover 
at Pondokerasia from where they launched an attack 
on Kilkis at 3 points. 

The Communists and Slavs were armed with M.G.s, 
Piats and Mortars. They entered the town assisted by 
the local Communists, who were also very well armed. 

"There were three main attacks. 
(1) Against the Bde. H.Q. 

*(2) The Nomarch's office and Gendarmerie "H.Q. for 
Kilkis area. 

(3) The Gendarmerie Station of Kilkis, located near the 
market and power plant. 

"At point 3 the attackers received a hot welcome from 
the garrison, consisting of Lt. Capetas R. H. Gend. and 
7 O.R.s Lt. Capetas, at the most critical moment of the 
fight, ordered his men to charge the Communists with 
bayonets. He led the charge himself followed by Sgt. 
Martiadis. Both received a burst of fire as they came 
out of the building and were killed. The rest of the 
Gendarmerie continued the fight with great gallantry, 
singing antiK.K.E. songs while they fought until 
relieved by army reinforcements. 

"Meanwhile, bitter .fighting took place at Point 2. 
The garrison commanded by Major Mavroedis (the same 
C.O. of Gend. when 1 Buffs were stationed at Kilkis) 
fought bravely against superior numbers. 

"When Point 3 was relieved, Gendarmes and Military 
fought their way through the Communist lines and 
outflanking them released the Gendarme H.Q. at 0400 
hrs. 

"The attack on Bde. H.Q. was easily repulsed by a 
bayonet charge. The Military then continued "mopping 
up" operations until the Gendarmes were released. , 

CASUALTIES. 

GEND : Killed—Lt. Capetas G, Sgt. Martiadis, 2 O.R.s. 
Wounded—6 Gend. 

ARMY : Wounded—1 Officer, 2 O.R.s. 
COMMUNISTS : Killed—9. 
"The Communists succeeded in carrying away their 

killed and wounded. They suffered heavy casualties. 
WEAPONS AND EQUIPMENT CAPTURED. 

8 Piats ; 1 S.M.C. ; 4 Mortars ; Many Rifles and several 
Yugoslav caps and badges." 

Yours faithfully, 
E. R. HILL, Captain. 

The Editor, Dragon Newspaper, 
The Barracks, Canterbury, Kent. 
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The Past and Present 
Association. 

Life Members. 
JUNE 1ST—30TH, 1947. 

London Branch.—Peach, Capt. C. W., Mitchell, E., 
Farr, I., Burstein, B., Allen, R., Frewer, W., Engall, F., 
Holsman, J., Browning, G., Mallam, Lt.Col. K. M. C., 
Roebuck, E., Barwick, J. F., Wakefield, W., Allard, 
G. A., Chick, L. T., Boswell, T. A. 

Weald Branch.—Dolley, A., Staines, S. R., Allen, F., 
Sankey, G. C., Weekes, C. H., Tate. 

Sittingbourne Branch.—Williams, M. 

Canterbury Branch.—Hood. 

Folkestone Branch.—Freemantle, D. 

Sandwich Branch.—Turner, M. 

Deal Branch.—Rolph, D. 

H.Q. Roll.—Sharp, 2/Lt. J. C. B., Howard, H., Jay, 
W. J. ' 

World War Charitable Fund. 
GRANTS. 

Annual Members. 
JUNE 1ST—30TH, 1947. 

London Branch.—Lacey, S. G., Olrog, D. W., Head, 
A. A., Becke, C., Tatlock, J. C. 

Dover Branch.—Goodwin, H. J. 
Weald Branch.—Ackhurst, S., Blunt, A. E., Bateup, 

H., Mepsted, E. T., Redhead, V. S., Haylor, C. W. F., 
Goddard, R. F., Ellis, G., Tapp, W. G., Chapman, A., 
Field, A. G., Hickmott, S. C., Leeves, G., Southon, D. J., 
Relf, H. F., Osborne, E. G. 

Sittingbourne Branch.—Cottrell, H. E. 
Ramsgate Branch.—Baldock, S., Oldroyd, R. P. T. 
Margate Branch.—Harris, F. C. C. 
F aver sham Branch.—Crane, A. J. 
H.Q. Roll.—Gatehouse, Lt. H. R., MacKinnon, 

2/Lt. M. 

Benevolent Fund. 
DONATIONS. 

J. Dray 

June 1. 
3. 
3. 
3. 

10. 
11. 
17. 
17. 
17. 
21. 
23. 

GRANTS. 

£ s. d. 
2 0 

£ s. d. 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

5 0 0 
5 0 

5 0 0 
5 0 0 
6 15 0 
5 0 0 

6 0 
2 0 0 

June 4. 
10. 
11. 
17. 
17. 
17. 
17. 
21. 
23. 

£ s. d. 
2 10 0 
3 0 0 
3 15 0 
2 10 0 
3 10 0 
3 0 0 
3 0 0 
5 0 0 
2 10 0 

London Branch 
A meeting of the London Branch was held 

at the Prince Alfred, Tufton Street, S.W.I, on 
Saturday, 21st June last, with ViceChairman 
G. L. Emery in the Chair. 

DECEASE.—The members stood in silence to 
the memory of Mr. F. Hearn, who recently 
passed over at the age of 78 years. Our late 
member served with the 1st Battalion, inlisting 
at Buttevant, and was one of the six cofounders 
of the London Branch which met in September, 
1926, at Major Enright's house. The others 
were Captain Carter, Messrs. Clarke, Austin, 
Warren, Hearn and Jacobs. The last two 
named have now passed over. 

MINUTES.—The Minutes of the last meeting 
were read, passed and signed. 

CORRESPONDENCE.—Letters and expressions 
of regret for not attending were received from 
Colonel J. R. P. Williams (President and 
Chairman of the London Branch), Colonel Guy 
Lee, Captain E. A. Carter, Major H. G. James, 
Colonel Miles Beevor, No. 6774 S. G. Lacey 
and Tony Mason. 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY.—The full details 
concerning Remembrance Sunday on August 
10th were given to members. Two coaches had 
been booked and that there were no acceptances 
without remittance. Members travelling by 
train should make enquiry direct from the 
Railway, as, at the moment, the Southern 
Railway would give nothing definite. The 
ViceChairman requested that all who have 
tickets for the kind invitation from Major 
James must make a point of being present. 

DANCE, JULY 5TH.—Mr. Collins, Assistant 
Secretary, gave a progress report and replied 
to criticism about admittance of people who 
were not connected with the Regiment. 

21ST ANNIVERSARY.—The Assistant Secretary 
gave a progress report and tickets were on sale. 

SPORT.—The Assistant Secretary was hopeful 
of having a Cross Country training run, and 
having a run eventually with the "Four Banks" 
which have just been formed. He had 39 names, 
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BRYMAY 
SAFETY 
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THE MATCH FOR THE 
BRITISH FORCES 

BRITISH MADE BY BRYANT & MAY 

' Second to None' 

GREYS 
C I G A R E T T E S  
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Plain or corktipped 
* Greys' will always 

appeal to those 
smokers who ask 
of a cigarette 
that it shall be 
pleasant 
and satisfying. 
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EXCLUSIVE TO THE SERVICES 

D. resign a new badge for NAAFI 
and win a prize in this Servicesonly £200 
Competition. 

You are familiar with the present symbol 
(it is shown above) in which you will have 
spotted the Navy, Army and Air Force 
elements. NAAFI is looking for a new 
badge — one which will be suitable to 
appear outside Clubs and Canteens, to 
serve as a direction board, and for all 
similar purposes. The competition is 
exclusively for all serving Sailors, Soldiers 
and Airmen, and WRNS, ATS, and WAAF. 
Entries may also be submitted by men and 
women of the three Services who will be on 
demobilisation Release Leave on 31st 
October, 1947. 

THE CLOSING DATE FOR THE 
COMPETITION IS 31st October, 1947, 
after which no further entries will be 
considered. Results will be announced in 
this journal. 

Entries should be sent to the Public 
Relations Officer, NAAFI., Ruxley Towers, 
Claygate, Esher, Surrey. 

Entries will be judged by a panel of 
experts and their decisions will govern the 
award of the following prizes:— 

First Prize £100 
Second Prize £ 50 
Third Prize £ 25 
25 Merit Prizes of £1 ... £25 

Total £200 

R U L E S  
1. The design must be capable of reproduction 

on paper, in wood or metal, or as a stencil. 
2. Each entrantmay submit up to three designs. 
3. Competitors may prepare designs in pencil, 

crayon, ink or paint. 
4. Entries will be judged on the following 

qualities — 
(a) Shape; (b) Colour; (c) the incorpo

ration of the letters NAAFI; (d) Motif. 
As a guide, the Shape should be bold, 
recognisable at some distance, and likely 
to be easily remembered. 
Colour; there is no restriction in the use of 
colours but entrants will no doubt bearin 
mind the Navy blue, Army scarlet and 
Royal Air Force blue as suggesting a 
suitable colour basis. 
NAAFI; the letters NAAFI (without full 
points) should be incorporated into the 
design and be immediately readable. 
Motif; this should symbolise the NAAFI's 
service to the Royal Navy, Army and the 
Royal Air Force. 

5. Designs may be of any size, although 12 ins. 
by 12 ins. is suggested as convenient limit. 

6. The Number, Rank, Name and permanent 
address of the competitor must be written 
on the back of each entry submitted. 

7. The judges' decision will be final and no 
correspondence in connection with the 
competition will be entertained. 

8. Proof of posting will not be accepted as 
proof of delivery. 

9. NAAFI does not guarantee to adopt as its 
official badge the winning design, or any 
design, submitted in this competition. 

10. NAAFI reserves the right to reproduce the 
Unsuccessful designs will be returned to the 

FIRST PRIZE 

£100 
SECOND PRIZE 

£50 
THIRD PRIZE 

£25 
25 MERIT PRIZES 

OF 

£1 EACH 

designs of all prize winners, 
entrants. 

NAAFI 
The official canteen organisation for H.M. Forces in war and peace 

R U X L E Y  T O W E R S  C L A Y G A T E  E S H E R  S U R R E Y  



T H E  D R A G O N  173 

including DingDong Bell, Skinner and others 
whose names are well known. 

NEW MEMBERS.—The following were intro
duced: 10920 Mr. A. Head, 8th (1914) 
Battalion, 6459 Mr. G. Dabnor, 1st Battalion, 
Mr. W. Wakefield, 1st Battalion. 

BUN PENNY COLLECTION.—The collection 
amounted to £1 Is. Od. 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS.—Mr. G. Cobb rose 
and spoke strongly about the Cenotaph Parade 
on June 1st. He had attended every Cenotaph 
Parade since the Branch had been formed and 
had never been so humiliated by the paucity 
of the numbers present. The absence of the 
young members was most marked, and the 
whole parade from start to finish was not one 
worthy of such an occasion, when we try to 
pay tribute to all Buffs killed in the two wars. 

Mr. Cotton supported Mr. Cobb and con
sidered that the Cenotaph Parade should be 
discontinued, if better results, more like the 
old times, could not be obtained. 

The ViceChairman replied to these criticisms 
and pointed out that the Police had given 
instructions before the parade moved off, but 
at the Cenotaph, these instructions were 
altered. The Chairman suggested that the 
parade should be held on a Saturday, prior to 
the meeting, and Mr. E. Tong supported this 
idea. A discussion ensued and Mr. E. Cousens 
proposed, and Mr. Harman seconded, that the 
whole matter be dealt with by the Branch 
Committee, particularly with reference to the 
Branch concentrating on Remembrance Sunday, 
and eliminating the Cenotaph Parade. Carried 
unanimously. 

The Meeting was declared closed. 

HERE AND THERE 
We were pleased to meet some old friends on 

21st June. On entering the Prince Alfred, we 
observed Snowball Manning and Sailor Cooper. 
Of course, "Sailor" let me look at his Meritorious 
Service Medal, and we feel sure that all will 
congratulate him, and long may he enjoy it. 
As great a sprinter as Sailor was—and is 
today—it has taken him about 50 years of 
hard running to win that M.S.M.—and the £10. 
Might be £15 if Sailor was lucky. 

Snowball offered to fight him for it, but 
Sailor replied "No fear." 

Another great Buff was our old friend Dabnor, 
who came along loaded with "Blockhouse" 
photographs, taken in the Kumati Valley. 
They certainly brought back memories. 

Erny Tong said that Dabnor was the only 
Buff he knew who had a regimental song 
dedicated to his great personality. 

Captain "Birdie" Hopps—not looking a day 
older—came along to see and meet old friends. 
Unfortunately dear old Nobby Clarke was 
missing. He must have been waiting outside 
the "Victoria" Hotel for the "Bird"? 

First meeting of old pals since 1916; 9608 
C.Q.M.S. S. C. (Molly) Marshall, 9801 Sgt. 
"Corney" Page, 9637 R.S.M. W. J. Langton. 
All served with the 1st Battalion. Langton 
eventually went to the M.P.S.C. We hope these 
three will meet more frequently in future. 
Tufton Street is not very far away. 

We observed Billy Everitt and Harry Havill 
enjoying a nice pint of "Do you Remember ?". 
Unfortunately, the more one has of it—the 
less one remembers. Harry cannot see it, 

We recently met Alf Thornton—now retired 
and looking very fit. 

Looking round the last meeting we observed 
Messrs. Skinner, Collins, Cousens, and many 
others of their time ; personally, to my mind, 
all are "old soldiers" and not "young soldiers . 
One would hardly call a man leaving the 
Colours with his seven in a "Young" soldier. 
It is more preferable to refer to people as being 
younger members—that is in age. 

We ask all exmembers of the 1914 War 
6th Battalion, to send their address to Mr. R. 
Billings, 14 Hornfair Road, Charlton, S.E.7. 

It is not the intention to let the 1914 Service 
Battalions fade out. 

We should like to see a better representation 
of the 141st R.A.C. at the meetings. We have 
150 on the Branch strength. 

"Nutty" Cross came along from Eltham, and 
spent the evening with the "Pakistan" wallahs. 

Although the last gathering was a good one— 
but not quite so numerous as the one before— 
It seems both remarkable and understandable 
how the old 1st Battalion cling together. 

Likewise, if we looked round the room we 
could see many of the old 2nd Battalion, viz. 
Major Enright, Messrs. Geo. Cobb, Billy 
Everitt, Harry Havill, Erny Tong, W. Taylor, 
Benny Field, Captain Birdie Hopps and others— 
"just like the ivy on the old garden wall". 

We give a hearty welcome into the Branch 
to Colonel K. M. C. Mallam, and as he is resident 
not too far distant, hope to see him at Tufton 
Street. 

Heartiest congratulations to Mr. J. R. Collins 
on all he is doing to encourage sport in the 
Branch. He hopes to have a practice Cross
country run at an early date. It would be 
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nice to see "DingDong", also Skinner and 
others running again in the South of the Thames 
Championship. (Keep it dark—we hear Sailor 
Cooper is getting up a C.C. Team.) Reason ? 
He enquired about a great Regimental runner, 
and was surprised when told he had died of 
senile decay. 

We owe an apology to Mr. Jim King, who 
was the first Chairman and founder of the 
Ashford Branch. He came to our meeting and 
was not officially welcomed. His son Leslie* 
a member of London, and soninlaw, were 
present with him. We ask Mr. King to accept 
our regrets, which oversight was entirely due 
to forgetfulriess, brought about by over
enthusiasm. 

We cannot let the month of June pass without 
a thought of Remembrance of our late President, 
BrevetMajor Bertie Keown, killed on the 
beaches of Dunkirk. A great Buff. 

Should you read these notes and they interest 
you ask yourself these questions :— 

(1) As a very old Buff, nobody would know 
me if I came to Tufton Street ? The answer is— 
you may meet many pals, even to "Brigade" 
numbers. 

Until recently, we had a man who was on the 
illfated St. Lawrence. The members who 
attend Branch Meetings can find representatives 
who served in every war of the Buffs, from 
Chitral to the "Cease Fire" in 1945. You are 
neither too old, nor too young, to miss the 
third Saturday. 

(2) I was only in The Buffs during 19391945. 
I was never a regular soldier? Neither were 
the Territorials, etc., but all became—including 
the Regular Soldier, the ARMED FORCES OF THE 
CROWN. THE ASSOCIATION WANTS YOU—You 
fought with The Buffs—your friends, perhaps, 
died in the Buffs. Why not come to Tufton 
Street and see the friends who are living. 

Two years after the 19141918 War all we 
heard in chinwagging was, Ypres, Poelcapelle, 
Arras, Somme, Salonica, etc., and our Zulu 
War members were delighted. The 19391945 
War gives many similar opportunities. Let us 
have it at the meetings and I feel confident 
the older brigade will be also delighted. TIME 
PASSES ON. 

For 21 years the London Branch Notes and 
"Personalia" have appeared regularly in The 
Dragon—and were written—Blitz or no Blitz. 
Every Newssheet has, so far as duty and time 
permitted, kept members in touch. I look 
back to great events in the history of the 
London Branch. I do not wish to dwell upon 
them. 

The growth of the London Branch from a 
small beginning of six, to a present strength of 
well over 1,300, is an achievement the Branch 
may well be proud of. The acorns of the 
yesterday, are the great oak trees of today. 

On 16th August next the work at present 
being carried out by Major Enright will be 
taken over by Messrs. E. Gould, 51A Lincoln's 
Inn Fields, W.C.2, who will become the London 
Branch TreasurerSecretary, and R. J. Collins, 
of 90 Queenswood Road, Forest Hill, S.E.23, 
who will be the Assistant TreasurerSecretary. 

All payments, appeals, etc., should be 
addressed to Mr. E. Gould, as from Remem
brance Sunday, August 10th next. 

Major Enright takes this opportunity of 
thanking all his friends of The Buffs—the other 
Branches, the Ladies' Guild, the 2/5th Battalion, 
all Buffs serving and nonserving and par
ticularly his friends of the London Branch—for 
their splendid support and loyalty to him 
covering so many years. Time marches on. 
That the same generous support will be given 
Messrs. Gould and Collins is his earnest wish 
for the future, and that the Branch will go on 
and tread the road of prosperity for all time. 
Au Revoir—not Goodbye. 

J.E.E. 

LADIES' GUILD. 

A very fine gathering of the members of the 
Guild was held on Saturday, 31st May last, at 
the Prince Alfred, Tufton Street, S.W.I, with 
Mrs. D. E. Spinner in the Chair. We had the 
great pleasure in welcoming the Guild President, 
The Hon. Mrs. Gerald Scarlett. 

The Meeting opened in silence for one minute 
to the memory of those members who have 
passed over during the war years. 

Regrets for absence were received from Mrs. 
Keown, Mrs. Guy Lee, Mrs. Chichester, Mrs. 
Ricketts, Mrs. Stone, Mrs. NealeDalton and 
Mrs. King. 

RESIGNATION OF TREASURER.—Mrs. Carter, 
now resident at Heme Bay, tendered her 
resignation and on the proposal of Mrs. Carter, 
and seconded by Mrs. Enright and carried 
unanimously, Mrs. Odell became the new 
Treasurer. Mrs. Taylor proposed a vote of 
thanks for all the work done by Mrs. Carter, 
which was carried unanimously. 

FINANCE.—The accounts of the Guild were 
presented and passed. 
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COMMITTEE.—Proposed by Mrs. Taylor, 
seconded by Mrs. Coley, that Mrs. Everitt be 
coopted on the Committee ; also proposed by 

* Mrs. Harris and seconded and carried unani
mously, that Miss Jean Coley be similarly 
coopted. 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY.—The details of 
Remembrance Sunday and the kind invitation 
extended to the London Ladies' Guild were 
announced. 

CENOTAPH SUNDAY.—Details were given out 
and members enjoined to be on parade. 

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES.—The invitation from the 
Medway Guild to visit on Friday, 25th July, or 
on Friday, 22nd August, was discussed. The 
members with regret felt, that owing to shopping 
and other domestic duties which fall on a Friday, 
and also, that some members were working, it 
was reluctantly necessary to decline the kind 
invitation. 

THE COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT.—The Hon. 
Mrs. Scarlett gave a short address and conveyed 
the good wishes of the Colonel of the Regiment, 
and conveying an invitation for about twenty
five members to visit them in their Kent home ; 
arrangements to be made at a later date. It was 

r pleasing to her to come to London and see, 
and meet so many of the Guild. She hoped it 
would not be long before paying another visit. 

* The Chairman proposed a vote of thanks to 
the Hon. Mrs. Scarlett for her visit and for her 
kind invitation. 

SOCIAL.—After the Meeting Mrs. Lamb was 
kept very busy in taking subscriptions, issuing 
receipts and enrolling new members. When 
one realises that 80 members were present—the 
task was a big one. 

DARTS.—After dart matches between teams 
of ladies a match was played against members 
of the London Branch (men) who were present 
and the ladies were very unfortunate to lose— 
anyhow, it was good practice and good throwing. 

NOTES. 
It was with regret that both Mrs. J. King 

and Mrs. Carvell were prevented from being 
present owing to illness. 

We were pleased to have Mrs. Redman back 
again and trust the fine weather will soon make 
her fit. D.E.S. 

Dover Branch. 
LADIES' GUILD. 

A very successful Whist Drive and Social 
was held at the Cooperative Hall, Biggin 

Street, Dover, on June 10th. We were so 
pleased to see so many of our friends from the 
Folkestone and Deal Branches. The Minerva 
Orchestra supplied the music and was 
thoroughly.enjoyed by all. 

Bagatelle was played by the ladies who 
didn't take part in the whist. We are hoping 
to meet again in the near future. 

It was so nice to meet so many of our old 
friends, and everyone thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves. A lovely tea was served and was 
welcomed by one and all. 

Medway Branch 
The Monthly Meeting of the Branch was held 

at the Brickmakers' Arms on Saturday, June 
28th, 1947. The meeting was, again well 
attended, including Captain Hedgeland of 
Maidstone, who is not in a position to attend 
regularly (much against his will) owing to his 
business. 

MINUTES.—The Minutes of the previous 
meeting were read, being proposed by Mr. 
Spikin, seconded by Mr. Ward, they be adopted 
as read. 

CORRESPONDENCE.—The only correspondence 
to hand this month was from Canterbury re 
instructions for Remembrance Sunday. 

The Secretary read the instructions to 
members as printed, with a further reminder 
for time of parade. 

OTHER BUSINESS.—The Secretary informed 
members that he was not able to book saloon 
coaches for Canterbury, but had been able to 
obtain a doubledecker 'bus ; names were 
called for and seats were soon booked to the 
fullest capacity. Please note times of departure : 
Luton Arch, 9.30 a.m. ; Town Hall, 9.35 a.m. ; 
Gymnasium, 9.40 a.m. ; St. Mark's Church, 
Gillingham, last place of picking up, 9.50 a.m. 
These times will be strictly adhered to, so please 
be at your respective points on time. We 
haven't much time to wait for stragglers. 

Mr. Daw, Secretary of the Sports Club, had 
nothing to report on the previous month's 
activities. 

Future arrangements are : Royal Marine 
Police, home and away; Wingate's Sports 
Club, home and away. 

That concluded business for this month, 
collection being taken and meeting closed. 

It has been very nice to see so many members 
coming along to these last three meetings. 
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I have seen Harry Barnes in town once or 
twice lately, and pleased to say he looks a lot 
better. 

We regret to see the announcement that 
Major Enright is shortly retiring, from the 
Secretaryship of London Branch, and I suppose 
several of us other older ones will have to give 
in shortly. We have plenty of yOung blood in 
the Association now who will have to step in 
to these honorary posts, and give us a rest. 
Time marches on. 

Everyone seemed well pleased with the 
photograph of London and Medway Branches 
in last month's Dragon. 

Well, I am afraid this is all we have to talk 
about for this month, so here's Medway's best 
wishes to all members of the Association. 
Cheerio. 

A.J.M. 

Sittingbourne Branch. 
A most successful Smoking Concert was held 

at the Drill Hall on Saturday, 31st May, when 
we were joined by members and wives of the 
Ashford, Medway and Faversham Branches. 
We were also delighted to welcome Lieut.
Colonel F. W. B. Parry, Lieut.Colonel G. E. F. 
Oliver, Captain E. G. Cox, Captain (Q.M.) T. 
Burt, Major A. J. Peareth (Secretary of the 
Past and Present Association, The Buffs), Major 
Harry Jackson, Major T. Coleman, representing 
the local Home Guard, and representatives of 
the British Legion. 

Altogether, about 175 people were present, 
and they were welcomed by our Chairman, 
Colonel D. J. Dean. 

It was a matter of great regret that the 
Colonel of the Regiment, MajorGeneral the 
Hon. G. Scarlett, was unable to be present, 
but he sent his good wishes. 

Everyone appeared thoroughly to enjoy the 
proceedings. It was a very hot evening, but the 
Concert Party never flagged, and they were 
ably assisted by Captain Burt, who very 
kindly gave a couple of turns in his own 
inimitable way. 

Our grateful thanks are due to all who 
worked so hard to make the evening such a 
success, and especially to those ladies who 
decorated the hall and carried out the catering 
arrangements, and to Mrs. Lurcock who so 
kindly lent us her piano. 

We hope that in the not too distant future 
we shall be able to hold a similar function, and 
welcome members from other branches. These 
Smoking Concerts enable many old friendships 
to be renewed. 

There was quite a fair attendance at the 
June Meeting. In the absence of the Chairman, 
Colonel D. J. Dean, Major J. E. Wills, Vice
Chairman, presided. We were sorry to learn 
that our Secretary, Bob Russell, was unwell, 
and expecting to undergo an operation. 

The arrangements for Remembrance Sunday 
were discussed, and it was decided to arrange 
for coaches for the journey to Canterbury. We 
hope there will be a good muster on that day. 
Names should be given in as soon as possible. 

The Canterbury Branch, having very kindly 
invited us to visit them during July, it was 
decided to arrange the trip on Saturday, 
19th July. A coach is being booked up, and 
we hope that many members will take advantage 
of this kind invitation. Members should book 
their seats as soon as possible. 

Mr. Herbert told the meeting that he was 
very pleased to have met Lieut.Colonel W. H. 
Rowe the week previously. They had had 
quite a long chat, and the Colonel had promised 
him that he would endeavour to attend our 
July Meeting. Ex2nd and 8th Battalion 
members please note ! 

The Booby Prize was won by Mr. Mount. 

Ramsgate Branch 
We in Ramsgate were extremely sorry to 

hear that Major Enright is giving up the 
Secretaryship of the London Branch ; I cannot 
let this occasion pass without expressing my 
regret. I remember the great help and inspir
ation he has given me as Secretary of this 
Branch. Ramsgate extend to the Major their 
very best wishes in his retirement. 

On July 1st we had a 'bus outing to 
Folkestone. Members took their wives and 
lady friends. For a jolly good outing our thanks 
are due to Mr. J. Johnson and also for the 
songs rendered by Mrs. W. Turner and to the 
Pianist, Mr. F. Rogers. 

Colonel Backhouse was in Ramsgate with his 
yacht recently. The sea is his second love 
after The Buffs. He wishes to be remembered 
to his friends. 

Now for the Meeting report:— 
A successful monthly meeting of the Rams

gate Branch of the Past and Present Association, 
The Buffs, was held at the Freemasons' Tavern, 
Ramsgate, on June 20th, attended by 65 
members. 

Mr. E. H. Swendell (Chairman) presided, 
supported by Major H. D. Rose, Captain E. 
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Carter, Captain Johnson, Captain H. H. Knight, 
Lieut. W. A. Wotton, Lieut. B. Divers and 
Mr. B. E. Knott (Hon. Secretary). 

Extending a welcome to Captain Carter and 
Captain Johnson (both of the London Branch), 
Mr. Swendell said that the local branch was 
greatly honoured to have the pleasure of their 
company that evening. Both gentlemen had 
a long and distinguished service in the Buffs. 
The Chairman remarked that no one would 
realise the fact that Captain Johnson was 86 
years of age, and was, he thought, the oldest 
living Buff. 

Congratulations were tendered to Captain 
Knight, who had been awarded Oak 
Leaves in the King's Birthday Honours List, 
for being mentioned in despatches for service 
with the 14th Army in Burma. 

On behalf of the Branch, he also offered 
congratulations to their Hon. Secretary, Mr. 
Knott, on the occasion of the celebration of his 
silver wedding anniversary. 

The Chairman also mentioned that the 
Branch had sent Captain Morgan its con
gratulations on his marriage. 

An interesting report and satisfactory balance 
sheet of the Social Committee was submitted 
by Mr. Johnson. Outings to Sandwich and 
Folkestone had proved most successful and 
there was a substantial balance in hand. 

Both Major Taylor and Mr. Swendell thanked 
Captain Morgan and the Social Committee for 
the work accomplished—every member having 
enjoyed and appreciated the social events which 
had been arranged. 

The Hon. Secretary stated that The Buffs 
Remembrance Sunday Service would be held 
in Canterbury Cathedral on August 10th, and 
he trusted the local branch would be well 
represented in this parade. 

Several letters of apology for absence that 
evening were received. 

Messrs. A. Palmer, R. T. Bishop, R. P. T. 
Oldroyd and W. Turner were enrolled as new 
members. 

Refreshments were served by Buff Host R. 
Atkins, and the rest of the evening was spent 
in reviving old comradeship. 

Canterbury Branch. 
HERNE BAY SUBBRANCH. 

The Herne Bay SubBranch, whose monthly 
meetings take place at May Lodge, The British 
Legion Club, on the Sea Front, on the second 

continued on p. vi. 

Beneath Bell Harry. 
T UNE passed without 
^ any major, events 
taking place, though 
everyone has been 
kept very busy with 
preparations for the 
Trooping of the 1st 
Battalion Colours on 
1st August. Practice 
parades are taking 
place daily and no 
effort is being spared 
to ensure that the 
parade is worthy of 
the occasion. 

We are looking for
ward to seeing many old friends at this 
Ceremony and at the luncheon party which is 
to follow it, and also on Remembrance Day, 
August 10th. 

With no interference from rain we got 
through a very full cricket fixture list in June, 
with much greater success than we had in May. 
We were only defeated once, though in many 
matches we had to extricate ourselves from 
desperate positions before we finally won. 
Against Broadstairs, for instance, we had 7 
wickets down for only 27 runs, but Lieut.
Colonel Parry, Lieut. Kerby and Lieut. Barrett 
put on some 90 runs for the last two wickets. 

Unfortunately we are no longer able to call 
on Major Collins, who has been posted to 
Northumbrian District, and Bandmaster Foster 
has been out of the game lately with a poisoned 
foot, but we have a welcome acquisition in 
Lieut. Gatehouse, who is a more than useful 
slow bowler. 

During the month we said farewell, with 
regret, to Major D. Duncan Smith, who com
manded No. 1 Company during the first six 
months of its existence, and to whom we wish 
the best of luck in civilian life. He has been 
succeeded by Major J. P. Lucas. 

Another addition to the staff is Lieut. Morgan 
Grenville. 

The 1st Battalion Band has now returned 
from Shorncliffe, under Bandmaster Salmon, 
and, we gather, will be with us for the next 
six months or so. 

The Mess got so full with recent postings that 
we have had to overflow into tents for several 
weeks. The officers who nobly volunteered to 
live in them at first declared that they preferred 
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them at this time of year, but we gather recent 
thunder storms and cloudbursts have changed 
their views. 

Depot The Buffs. 
Chief news this month is the appointment of Major 

R. W. Edmeades as Officer Commanding Depot The 
Buffs. He took over from Major P. Dare on June 11th. 
Members of the permanent staff all join in giving him a 
hearty welcome and wishing him a happy stay in Canter
bury. Major Dare once again resumes his old job as 
chief custodian of all the many battalions' property and 
accounts, to say nothing of Red Cross parades, Cathedral 
plays and cricket weeks. 

Cricket in the company started with a match early 
in June between the Band as represented at Canterbury 
and the rest of the company. In spite of valiant hitting 
by the band boys, the larger but hardly more efficient 
team won. 

Harking back a long, long time to the merry month 
of May, those past and present Buffs who were here 
for the Albuhera Day parade in the morning and the 
Sports in the afternoon will remember the final mile 
medley relay race in which the band boys entered a 
team. One of their 220 yards runners, Boy Munns, ran 
a very good race. It was considered worth while to 
enter him for the District Sports at Shorncliffe in June 
in the 100 yards boys' event. Well, good investments 
always reap big dividends. He won his preliminary race 
and the final in 12.1 seconds. This earned him a place 
in the District team at Chatham, where he came second 
to a tall, longlegged Guards band boy who was wearing 
spiked running shoes. On Thursday, June 3rd, at Alder
shot, he came fourth (with spikes) in the Army Cham
pionship (Boys) 100 yards with a time of 10.8 seconds. 
In a month he cut down his time by 1.3 seconds. Well 
done ! 

C.S.M. Butcher has been posted to a German P.O.W. 
Camp at Dover after being with us for some little time. 
It is not known whether he is really keen on learning the 
language or whether he has been reading Alice" Duer 
Miller's White Cliffs. 

On Saturday, July 5th, the P.T.C. and Depot cricket 
team played No. 29 Company R.A.P.C., now stationed 
in the old Depot barracks. Their umpire was no less a 
person than E. J. Evans, who was R.S.M. to the 1st 
Battalion during and after the 191418 War and was a 
Lieut.Colonel in the Pioneer Corps during the recent 
war. 

Also working with the R.A.P.C. is S. Selway, who 
joined the 1st Battalion in Ireland in 1920 and was 
latterly serving with the I.T.C. during the early part of 
the War. 

Back from Shorncliffe, where they have rendered 
Trojan service is the 1st Battalion Band under Band
master Salmon. Welcome home ! 

H.Q. Company. 
At present we are busy rehearsing for the big parade 

which is to be held on August 1st, when the 1st Battalion 
Colours will be handed over to Depot The Buffs for 
safe keeping. This entails an hour's Drill Parade every 
day and quite a few unfamiliar faces have appeared on 
parade belonging to old comrades, of whose continued 
existence we were quite unaware. Rumour has it that 
the R.Q.M.S. had the greatest difficulty in convincing 
Pte. Sam Bassett that pikes were no longer carried on 
parade ! We hear, too, that Nobby Clarke narrowly 
missed being stung by the Scorpion (Mersa Mutruh) 
when he tried to sort out his equipment and find his web 

belt, while poor old Hoxey (no puns !) can be seen 
almost any night at the rear of the salvage shed sloping 
arms in front of a shaving mirror and chanting "1—2—3 
—4". Occasionally he stops, dolefully shakes his greying 
head, and mutters something about the good old days. 
Should anybody be interested, they are cordially 
invited to Hut 5 after duty where they will find Cpl. 
Beach, late of the 8th Army, sitting in the midst of a 
gathering of earnest and respectful recruits, telling them 
all and more than all about the time when he personally 
trooped the Colours in Rangoon and the Big Drummer 
fainted and stuck his head through the drum. 

Nevertheless it is going to be a grand parade and we 
are all proud to be taking part in such an historic 
occasion, connected as it is with a grand old battalion 
belonging to the finest Regiment in the British Army. 

Civilian barbers in the town are alarmed at a new 
competitor in the scalping profession who has just 
opened shop in the New Infantry Barracks. Of course, 
all H.Q. Company have queues up for the privilege of 
having their hair cut by their own Pte. Hogben. We 
wish him every success at his new trade when he is 
demobbed. 

Demob, day for 53 Group was not marked by the usual 
din and commotion in the grey dawn. H.Q. Company 
had only to register the loss of a single cook. Perhaps 
the broth'11 get better now ! 

Following upon editorial comment in last month's 
notes, we are pleased to note that Pay Parade is back 
at its usual time on Thursday mornings. Yet another 
gratifying proof that the pen remains mightier than the 
sword. 

Congratulations to Pte. Kjolsen in passing out in all 
grades of his driving licence. The M.T. Section is now on 
surer foundations than it has ever been before and though 
housed in the old I.T.C. stables, there is no danger of 
them putting the cart before the horse in future. We 
feel sure that the excuse about the smell, which is more 
than faintly evident in the hot weather, is wearing a 
little thin. 

Members of the company sleeping at the office end of 
the old block are at the moment suffering from the 
periodic nuisance resulting from the row kicked up by 
recruits in the top storey as they rush out on parade at 
the most ungodly hours in the morning. The cry of 
"Outside, No. 12" has actually roused the Educational 
Staff from their beds momentarily, but only to turn 
over and go to sleep again. They feel that exceptional 
consideration should be shown them in view of the 
tremendous mental, efforts they are called upon to put 
forth after duty hours in the Forces Preliminary Classes. 

We are surprised at the lack of reference to our Band 
Boys in Depot Company notes. Did they belong to our 
company, the difficulty would not be finding subject 
matter for notes but rather to cut them down to reason
able proportions. 

Yet another example of the power of the pen over the 
sword has come to light since the last issue. The hoary 
old notice "Gone to the N.A.A.F.I.", which has remained 
chalked on the Orderly Sergeant's bunk as far back as 
memory goes, has at last been removed. He is still not 
there, so his whereabouts remain a mystery. We wonder 
where he has gone this time ! 

No. 1 Company. 
With the passing of another typical English Summer 

month our Company Commander, Major DuncanSmith, 
passed into Civvy Street. To say that we are sorry to 
have lost his able leadership is rather an understatement. 
However, we all would like to wish him the very best of 
luck in his new surroundings. 
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We now welcome to the company Major Lucas, who 
has already shown us that he is more than able to lead 
us to new and dizzy heights. With him has come a new 
word which is on all our lips at the moment, and that is 
"oxidisation". Is it true that he holds shares with the 
makers of "Oxydol" ? 

There was a strange grating of gears the other morning 
as Lieut. Coleman left us for Home Counties I.T.C. 
The Quartermaster is now dashing round trying to find 
what is missing, as Lieut. Coleman had been with us 
so long that he was almost a part of the barracks. We 
shall certainly miss our hygiene specialist, and wish him 
the best of everything for the future. 

Another great loss that our staff here has just suffered 
is that of Sgt. Young, who, while I have been writing, 
has just walked out of the barracks for the last time. 
With him go our best wishes for his future success. 

To balance this third loss, we would like to welcome 
L/Cpl. Cox and L/Cpl. Durham, who have been uprooted 
from Shorncliffe in order to join us here. 

The "passing out parade" was a great success again 
this month. It also marked the presentation by the 
Commanding Officer of the Long Service and Good 
Conduct Medal to Sgt. Closier. 

Sgt. Forster has just returned from his course at War
minster with Colours flying. Doubly so, in fact, as he 
has found for himself a bride. We suggest the name of 
the School of Infantry should be changed to School of 
Marriage and that Eros should have been brought home 
sooner. In all seriousness though, we would like to wish 
him every happiness for the future. 

Apart from these staff turmoils, training has been 
forging steadily ahead with new pamphlets well to the 
fore. 

No. 2 Company. 

The company has carried on this month in the same 
old spirit, adjusted to new ideas. We are now beginning 
to operate the trigger, but the drill of pulling strings 
remains the same. 

C.Q.M.S. Moore has come back from his course and so 
once again instructions are beng "boned" and he's 
been seen "tearing" around on a barrack check, and 
very busy collecting the signatures of the new intake. 
Sgt. Whitlock has, with a sigh of relief, given up his 
post as A/C.Q.M.S., and it has been rumoured that he 
was seen walking aimlessly about murmuring "Where 
are my Spectacles, Rimless, Whitlock, Sgt., for the 
use of ?". 

We have been seeing less of Cpl. Jenkins recently. 
He is now on a PreRelease training course. Sgt. Watson 
and Sgt. Kendall are leaving us very soon and we would 
like to wish them the very best of luck in Civvy Street. 

The Company Officers are now largely mechanised, 
nearly all being the proud possessors of very fast motor 
cycles. 

Several members of the company represented No. 3 
P.T.C. in the LCI. Challenge Cup. The standard of 
shooting was not as high as hoped, but was probably 
due to the fact that we were not used to the type of 
target. 

Practice for the Trooping of the Colour on August 
1st is in full swing ; Lieut. Barrett and Lieut. Morgan
Grenville are to have the privilege of carrying the 
Colours. We may look forward to more and bigger and 
better drill parades next month. 



Home Counties I.T.C. 
The Buffs Training Company. 

The time for the notes has come around once again, 
and found me with almost a complete lack of news. In 
this centre, things go on and on with very little change ; 
platoons come and go with monotonous regularity, and 
the instructors sweat for ten weeks, and immediately 
start again. 

There are two changes in the offing, however. One 
which is expected very soon is a reduction of the period 
of training to six weeks. The other is rumoured to take 
place around September, when by an amalgamation of 
the training companies here, there will be only three 
companies instead of the present six, and The Buffs 
Training Company pair off with the Royal Fusiliers. 

That famous man C.S.M. O'Keefe is on a muchover
due leave at the moment, and there have been some 
strong rumours of his intentions. Fancy being "hooked" 
after 37 years ! 

As was mentioned in a previous issue of The Dragon, 
some other old bachelor members of The Buffs appear 
to be going a bit gay. It must be the air down here. 

Our "Admin." Officer, Captain I. A. Clarke, has 
finished his tour of duty here after a long stay with the 
company. His place has been taken by Captain R. O. 
Iliffe, who has joined us from the Indian Army, and 
I hope he will have a pleasant and enjoyable time here. 

On June 26th, two platoons of the company went 
off to Ramsgate to give a drill display at the Summer 
"Fayre". They were well received and were supplied 
with an excellent tea meal. Despite the fact of the 
different stages of training the drill was very well 
carried out. Lieut. Willows was in command of the 
platoon. Sgt. Jenkins was the trainer and "M.C." and 
Cpls. Mugridge, Dawson and Saunders and Cpl. Vince 
of the East Surrey Regiment were the N.C.O.s of the 
platoons. 

A display was also given by the Corps of Drums, lead 
by Sgt. Pattenden, and a P.T. Display by P.T.I.s of the 
I.T.C. A barrel of beer was also provided by Ramsgate 
Corporation, to the greater enjoyment of all. 

No. 2 Training and Holding (Drafting) Company. 
There is not very much in the way of news this month. 

Most of the Permanent Staff seem to have been on 
leave, and the remainder have been busy moving into 
Married Quarters, in which respect Sgt. Jamieson and 
Pte. Durbin have been lucky. It seems definite now that 
Sgt. Bermotz will be going out of the Army at the 
appointed time, following the example of Sgt. Hockley 
and Sgt. O'Connell. It had been hoped that those due 
for release would be inspired by the example of Pensioner 
3087, Pte. Norman, E., and Pensioner Turner, R., 
who nearly persuaded the genial reenlistment clerk 
(in one of his offmoments) to allow them to reengage 
for a further period of four years. But neither Norman 
nor Turner could get the hang of falling in in threes, 
and they were heard to remark that the Army had gone 
to the dogs since their days. They both achieved 
national recognition in the daily press by their com
ments on the quality and price of the beer in the Shorn
cliffe area. Naturally their tour included a conducted 
visit to the Mecca of ale conners, "The British Lion". 
We were very glad to see them both when they visited 
Shorncliffe for a few days on the occasion of the District 
Sports, in which the I.T.C. played a prominent part 
both administratively and athletically. 

The company gardens are now looking very well, and 
the first of the lettuces have found their way into Napier 
Dining Hall. We hope soon to be able to help out the 
Messing Officer with a few tons of potatoes over the short 
supply period. 

Lieut. Tom Cross has returned from his Education, 
and is now assisting Captain Pickard, who took over 
the company recently. The Company Commander has 
disappeared for a couple of months into the wilds of 
Dibgate, and gone all Cadetminded. But he appears 
now and again in the comparative civilisation of the 
Office block. Lieut. Milne now knows all about small 
arms after his course at Hythe, and is able to assist 
Lieut. MorleyClarke in the running of the company 
cricket. We had several representatives in the I.T.C. 
side at the District Sports, including Sgt. Dines, Pte. 
Waite, and Lieut. MorleyClarke. 

The Office Staff are now spending most of their time 
blancoing up and smartening their foot drill in pre
paration for the parade at Canterbury on August 1st. 
It is hoped that their rifles are not as rusty as some of 
their movements on C.S.M. Chapman's executive word 
of command. But at least Pte. Pratt has no worries ; 
his equipment has passed the preliminary inspection. 

Past & Present Association—continued from p. 177. 

Tuesday of each month, visited the Canterbury 
Branch in June with the strength of eleven. 
By borrowing a player or two and with a reason
able amount of wangling, we managed to pull 
off a match at Bat and Trap. This was no mean 
triumph against such opponents, and we were 
disappointed that there was no Press conference 
afterwards. However, we enjoyed what did 
follow, and all missed our 'bus. 

Folkestone Branch. 
The July Meeting was held at The Buffs Club 

on Tuesday the 8th. The Chairman, Lieut.Col. 
C. E. Wilson, presiding, with the ViceChairman, 
Branch Officers and about 20 members. 

The previous month's Minutes were read and 
approved. 

Letters were read from Hythe and Dover 
Branches expressing their thanks for the 
enjoyable Smoking Concert at the Club to 
which they were invited. Both branches wish 
to thank everyone in any way responsible for 
the evening's entertainment, to this we repeat 
our own branch thanks. 

MEMORIAL SERVICE, SUNDAY, AUGUST 10th.— 
Full details of the arrangements for this day at 
Canterbury were read by the Hon. Secretary. 
Names of all members, relatives and friends 
wishing to attend the Service should be given 
to the Branch Hon. Secretary as soon as possible, 
in order that the necessary seating reservations 
may be made. 
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How to get 44 The Dragon" 
FOR those wishing to receive the Paper direct through 

the post each month, the rates of subscriptions are : 
1 year, 8/. 6 months, 4/. 3 months, 2/. 

Remittances should he sent to the Editor, Depot the 
Buffs, Canterbury. 

25 YEARS OF CATERING FOR 
CANTERBURY AND GARRISON 
We have seen the change from large families 

and large joints, 
To small families and smaller joints, 
To rationing and even smaller joints. 
We make it our constant endeavour to help 

you through the week, 
And guarantee your Sunday joint, large or 

small. 

:: FAMILY BUTCHER :: 

Sausage 
Our well 

Established 
Speciality 

F. R. BEANEY , , 
(EXBUFF) 63 Y 

22a MILITARY ROAD, Extensive 
CANTERBURY Refrigeration 

Telephone 2827 

EMPLOYMENT.—A letter from the Lyndhurst 
Hotel, Folkestone, was read, giving a list of 
vacancies on their staff, offered to any of our 
members seeking hotel employment. 

The Hon. Secretary reported that he had 
written a letter of condolence to the widow of 
the late steward of the Club, Mr. A. Eggleton. 
We feel that we have lost a good friend, and the 
Club has lost a good servant. 

The monthly collection, for Branch funds, 
realised 11/9. 

HAWKES & Co., Ltd 
MILITARY TAILORS SINCE 1771 

Regimental Tailors to 

THE BUFFS 

Uniforms Made to Measure 

or for Immediate Wear 

at Competitive Prices 

1  SAVILE ROW, LONDON, W.l  
68 HIGH STREET, CAMBERLEY 
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THE RETURN 
OF 

THE CRAFTSMAN 

At FTER many years 

engaged on sterner work 

the craftsmen in gold and 

silver have returned to 

their peaceful tasks ready 

to devote their skill to 

the production of things 

of beauty. A fine example 

of such work is the Ascot 

Gold Cup 1946 designed 

by Cyril J. Shiner and 

supplied by 

4 
> 

^r 

THE GOLDSMITHS & 
SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD 

112 REGENT STREET 
LONDON, W.l 

ONLY ONE ADDRESS TELEPHONE REGENT 3021  
UPS srm 
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SOU.. 

c7o fko/b air 

YYE&SON 
(Uhe d&hct&k S/oee/s* | 
SINCE 1817  BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY 1 

CIVIL & MILITARY TAILORS 

COMPLETE OUTFITTERS 

TELEPHONE 
2566 CLOTHES WHICH BEAR THE 

AUTHORITATIVE STAMP OF 
QUALITY IN EVERY DETAIL 

CUT & MADE ON THE PREMISES 

WARRENS (CANTERBURY) LTD. 

14/16 SUN STREET CANTERBURY. 

CIVIL & MILITARY TAILORS 

COMPLETE OUTFITTERS 

TELEPHONE 
2566 CLOTHES WHICH BEAR THE 

AUTHORITATIVE STAMP OF 
QUALITY IN EVERY DETAIL 

CUT & MADE ON THE PREMISES 

WARRENS (CANTERBURY) LTD. 

14/16 SUN STREET CANTERBURY. 

TROPHIES 
DESIGNED & MADE BY CRAFTSMEN 
For threequarters of a century the name 
F. PHILLIPS has been synonymous with 
Trophies representing artistic perfection as well 
as sound economy. Cups, Shields, Medals, etc., 
are supplied from stock, or to special design. 

Quotations gladly submitted. 

F. PHILLIPS, 
(F. PHILLIPS and R. A. GARRATT) —— 
Wellington Street, Aldershot 

I > | 

FOR : : : : 

ACCURACY IN DISPENSING 
AND : :: : 
RELIABILITY IN ALL MEDICAL 

AND SURGICAL GOODS 
oo 

WALKER & HARRIS, Ltd. 
Sun Street and Northgate Street, 

CANTERBURY 
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HATEVER fashions of yesterday might have decreed 

— today the fiat is for quality rather than quantity. One 

beautiful and valuable piece is preferred to an array of 
ostentation. Hence the artistry to be seen in even the 

simplest of modern jewellery. 

THE GOLDSMITHS & 
SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD 

112 REGENT STREET 
LONDON, W.l 

ONLY ONE ADDRESS   TELEPHONE'REGENT 3021  
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Personalia. 
T IEUT.COLONEL H. A. Thewles is now 
Miving at FerringbySea, Sussex. 

Lieut.Colonel T. R. Reid retired during the 
latter part of July. We understand that he is 
continuing to live in Canterbury and wish him 
the best of luck for the future. 

Lieut.Colonel E. V. Argles reports that a 
small meeting of exBuffs was held at Bristol 
on July 27th. Amongst those present was 
C.S.M. Jefferies, late 1st Battalion, who sends 
his greetings to his old friends, particularly to 
C.S.M. Trice. 

All Buffs residing in or around Bristol are 
welcome at these meetings and Colonel Argles 
would like to hear from them. 

Lieut.Colonel R. M. Watson hopes to take 
leave shortly. He is to visit South Africa 
with the possibility of returning home for a 
short time. 

Captain Poulsen, who is at Peiping, China, 
expects to remain there for a further eighteen 
months. He hopes that some of the 2nd 
Battalion Officers may manage to take leave to 
Peiping. 

We regret to record the death of Captain 
Thomas Cook, which occurred on the night of 
17th August. We offer our sympathy to his 
family. 

On the 1st January this year, Mr. W. G. 
Stewart was appointed Superintendent 

Registrar, Births, Deaths and Marriages of the 
Chatham Registration District. This incor
porates the Medway Towns and the Gravesend, 
Northfleet and Strood areas. He sends regards 
to his old friends. 

Births, Marriages and Deaths. 
BIRTH. 

Harbord.—On July 11th, 1947, at Hatch 
Street Nursing Home, Dublin, to Lelia, wife 
of Captain Patrick Harbord, The Buffs, of 
Rangers Lodge, Curragh, Co. Kildare, a 
daughter. 

MARRIAGE. 
Cox—Napier Munn.—On July 5th, 1947, in 

London, by the Rev. W. E. Napier Munn, 
John Philip Cox, late The Buffs, to Dulci 
Mary ("Dickie"), only daughter of the Rev. 
W, E. and Mrs. Napier Munn, of Driffield, 
Yorkshire. 

DEATHS. 
On Active Service. 

Baker.—On August 7th, 1947, after a very 
short and painful illness, whilst on leave 
from Hong Kong, Alan Roderick Baker, 
Lieut., 2nd Battalion The Buffs, dearly 
beloved son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Baker, 
of 20 Clifton Gardens, Folkestone. 

Hughes D'Aeth.—On July 29th, 1947, at 
Bushey Heath, Reginald, fourth son of the 
late Narbrough Hughes D'Aeth, J.P., D.L., 
of Knowlton Court, Kent, late Captain in 
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The Buffs and late Governor of H.M. Prison, 
Parkhurst, aged 82. 

Vertue.—In Queensland, Australia, Captain 
Naunton George Vertue, M.C. (late The 
Buffs), the dear elder and only surviving son 
of Mrs. Alfred Vertue, of 9 Park Lane, 
Aldeburgh, Suffolk, aged 54. 

Engagement. 
Captain J. T. R. Prestige and Miss H. M. 

Findlay. 
The engagement is announced between John 

Theodore Radclyffe Prestige, late The Buffs, 
only son of Sir John and Lady Prestige, of 
Bourne Park, Bishopsbourne, Kent, and Hilary 
Mavis, only daughter of the late Colonel H. 
Findlay, C.B.E., The Buffs, and Mrs. Findlay, 
of The Goldsmith's House, Burgate, Canter
bury, Kent. 

Obituary. 
Naunton George Vertue. 

Born November 10th, 1892. Died 1947. 
Was commissioned in The Buffs on 13th 

March, 1912, being promoted to Lieutenant 
19th August, 1914 and Captain on 15th 
November, 1915. 

During the Great War he served in France 
and Belgium with the 1st Battalion from 1st 
September, 1914 to 28th May, 1915 and sub
sequently in Greek Macedonia with the 2nd 
Battalion. 

He was twice wounded, was mentioned in 
despatches^and awarded the Military Cross. 

"Nauny" was a kindly man with a livelywit. 
He will be held in affectionate memory by many 
of all ranks. 

The announcement of his death in Queens
land, Australia came as a shock to one old friend, 
as no doubt it did to many others who knew 
him all those years ago. Among these latter ' 
the writer takes leave to mention Major Harry 
Jackson, Major Andrews, Group Captain Guy 
Tyrrell and Company SergeantMajor "Cabby" * 
Saunders. 

S.M. 

Future Events 
London Branch 21st Anniversary, Bridge 

Hotel, London Bridge, Buffet Supper and 
Dance, September 19th. 

May an old friend who often laughed at and 
with Nauny Vertue say a word in his memory. 
It is over thirty years ago, in and about the 
Struma Valley, that the writer knew this very 
definite regimental "character". He had some
thing rather Dickensian about him. A round, 
beaming face, a rather tubby figure and an 
unusual sense of the ridiculous in others and in 
himself distinguished "Naunton George 
Vertue", as he was inclined late at night to 
describe himself with a mock pompousness of 
which he was a master. He liked to be thought 
a flaneur and playboy but he could be and was 
a capable and efficient officer when his highly 
developed sense of humour permitted him. 

Officers' Reunion, Wednesday, October 
1st, Bridge Hotel, London Bridge. 
Particulars from Officer Commanding, 
Depot The Buffs, Chaucer Barracks, Can
terbury. 

Regimental Gazette. 
SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE 
OF TUESDAY 15TH JULY, 1947, DATED FRIDAY, 

18TH JULY, 1947. 
The King has been pleased to grant 

unrestricted permission for the wearing 
of the following decoration which has been 
conferred on the undermentioned personnel 
in recognition of distinguished services in 
the cause of the Allies : 
Decorations conferred by the President of 

the United States of America. 
Bronze Star Medal. 

No. 6298686 Corporal Thomas James 
O'Connor, The Buffs (Royal East Kent 
Regiment). 
SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE 
OF FRIDAY, 18TH JULY, 1947, DATED TUESDAY, 

22ND JULY, 1947. 
TERRITORIAL ARMY. 

THE BUFFS.—Lt. (War Subs. Capt.) Alfred 
Henry Gurney (174264) from Emerg. Commn. 
to be Capt., 1st May, 1947, with seniority 
28th May, 1945. 

2nd Lt. (War Subs. Lt.) Reginald Edwin Gore 
(134332) from E. York R., Emerg." Commn. to 
be Lt., 1st May, 1947, with seniority 8fh 
February, 1944. 
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CHERRY 
BLOSSOM 

BOOT POLISH 
FOR A BRILLIANT 

BLACK, BROWN & TONETTE 
TINS 4d. & 7 d. SHOE SHINE 

B C M I S W I C K  P R O D U C T S  L T D .  L O N O O N . W . 4 .  
/1 \ 

S H  A V E X  
The Perfect Two Minute Shave 

NO SOAP  NO BRUSH  NO LATHER 
IS USED BY 
ALL BRITISH 

FORCES 
For shaving when in 
a hurry it  is mar
vellous — a perfect 
shave in two minutes. 
No water needed, 
but if you have 
water moisten your 
face before using 
Shavex. You can 
shave in a quarter of 
the time that it 
takes with soap and 
brush and your skin 
will feel as fresh as 
a daisy. Almond Oil 
in Shavex keeps the 
face young and takes 
a w a y  w r i n k l e s .  
Smear Shavex over 
the face when you 
have shaved and 
your skin will keep 
young, fresh and free 
from blemishes. 
t'471 

mm— 
Millions all over the world are now using 
Shavex. Beware of imitations—there is 
nothing like Shavex—the antiseptic shaving 

cream—the first on the market. 
is sold 

everywhere 
|/3 and I /10i (including Purchase Tax) 
Obtainable at N.A.A.F.I., Boots, WooB
worth's, Timothy Whites & Taylors, Ltd. and 

ell Chemists and Stores. 
SHAVEX ZEEKOL CO., LTD. 

40 Bavaria Road, London, N.10 

SHAVEX 

This burn was 
well treated... 

We are continually receiving letters from men 
overseas and in the services at home pointing out 
the virtues of GERMOLENE. 
A Staff Sergeant in the C.M.F. tells how he used 
GERMOLENE when he burnt his hand severely, 
yet, thanks to GERMOLENE ec two days later I 
was able to play the piano, yet prominent scars 
dispel the theory that the accident might not have 
been so serious as I estimated. A person concerned 
in the same accident to a much lesser extent 
preferred other treatment and still has dressings 
on the affected part. It is fortunate that we are 
able to buy GERMOLENE via the N.A.A.FX 
on occasions." 

TROUB* 
THERE5 ALWAYS 

1 ASEPTIC OINTMENT 
t /4 and 3/3 including Purchase Tax 
SOLD EVERYWHERE (incl. N.A.A.F.I.) 
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the stuff to 
give the roots / 

Keep the roots active and you will keep your hair! 
Massage Brylcreem well into the scalp with the tips of 
your fingers with an action that moves the scalp on the 
skull. Brylcreem's tonic ingredients will encourage the 
hairs' own natural oils to function efficiently—cDry' 
Hair, cTight' Scalp, thinning hair and dandruff 
become things of the past. Brylcreem your hair today. 

County Perfumery Co., Ltd., Honeypot Lane, Sianmore, Middx. roydi 

For 'feather touch' shaves 

LIKE A 
BARBER'S RAZOR 

THIS BLADE IS 
HOLLOW GROUND 

Believe it or not! Like a barber's razor, Pal 
blades are actually hollow ground. Yet they 
fit all popular 3peg or slotted doubleedged 
safety razors. 
6Feather touch.9 Pal's edge is flexible in the 
razor... follows the curves of your face easily 
... caresses your chin with just a 'feather 
touch.9 No irritation to tender skin. 

Get a packet now. Pal Hollow Ground Blades 
are made in Britain, Canada, U.S.A., and 
South America, and sold all over the world. 
3 blades for only 6d. Get Pal Hollow Ground 
Blades at all N.A.A.F.I. Stores and Canteens, 
also at all chemists and barbers. 

PAL HOLLOW GROUND BLADES 3 FOR 6d 12 FOR 2/
Pal Blades, Hillington, Glasgow 
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2nd Lt. (War Subs. Capt.) Francis Graham 
Neville, M.C. (267202) from The Queen's R. 
Emerg. Commn. to be Lt., 1st May, 1947, with 

'seniority 27th April, 1945. 
SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE 
OF TUESDAY, 22ND JULY, 1947, DATED FRIDAY, 

25TH JULY, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

THE BUFFS.—Maj. T. R. Reid, M.C. (9183) 
having exceeded the age limit for retirement, 
is placed on ret. pay, 26th July, 1947, and is 
granted the hon. rank of Lt.Col. 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No .  28 ISSUED ON 10TH JULY, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS. 

The undermentioned Lt. (A/Capt.) to be 
T/Capt. : 

THE BUFFS.—M. Leates, M.C. (156124), 19th 
May, 1947. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
The undermentioned 2nd Lt. to be W.S. 

Lt. :— 
THE BUFFS.—J. C. K. Wheeler (372301), 

14th January, 1947. 
M.E. ORDERS. 

THE BUFFS.—W.S. Capt. (T/Maj.) (A/Lt.
Col.) P. Simmons (105007) to be T/Lt.Col. 
and W.S. Maj., 29th January, 1947. 

The undermentioned W.S. Lt. (A/Capt.) to 
be T/Capt. :— 

THE BUFFS.—C. W. Powell (50877), 25th 
May, 1946. 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No .  29 ISSUED ON 17TH JULY, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

The undermentioned 2nd Lt. to be W.S. 
Lt. (Substituted for notifns. in W.O. Orders 
No. 1/1947) :— 

THE BUFFS.—P. A. Hunt (370477), 30th 
December, 1946 :— 

The undermentioned W.S. Lt. (T/Capt.) 
relinquishes T/Capt. :— 

THE BUFFS.—H. S. Latimer (324333), 18th 
April, 1947. 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No .  30 ISSUED ON 24TH JULY, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

The undermentioned W.S. Lt. (T/Capt.) 
(A/Maj.) to be T/Maj. and W.S. Capt. :— 

THE BUFFS.—A. H. Gurney (174264), 28th 
May, 1945. 

Continued on page 194. 

The Trooping of the Colours. 
TT sometimes happens that, in matters of 

parades, the fates are kind and, even in this 
country of unpredictable weather, weeks of 
preparation and prodigies of effort are rewarded 
on the allimportant day with a clear sky, 
the sun high in the heavens and a gentle breeze. 
Such was the case on the 1st of August when 
the 1st Battalion Colours were trooped for the 
last time and handed over to the Depot during 
the battalion's temporary disbandment. 

For weeks, small interested groups of civilians 
had gathered round the entrance to the barracks 
or at the gaps in the hedges along the Little
bourne Road about teatime each afternoon 
to watch the guards, the band, and the colour 
parties rehearse beneath the remorseless sun ; 
marching, slow marching, sloping, presenting 
and ordering their arms, trying, on each 
occasion, to do a little better than they did the 
day before. The Band had returned from 
Shorncliffe and, towards the end, the Buff 
Company and the Corps of Drums from Shorn
cliffe joined us too. Parades went on, 
unhampered by the weather, at an ever
increasing tempo, slowly but surely improving, 
and, as the day drew near, there was little talk 
of anything but the Trooping of the Colour. 
In the last week of July, the Quartermaster, 
assisted by countless experts and fatigue men, 
whose efforts on these occasions always remain, 
like scene shifters in a play, unsung though 
indispensable, assembled, in their appointed 
places, the saluting base, the chairs, the ropes 
and all the usual paraphernalia of a parade. 
Sgt. Garrett and his helpers were polishing the 
silver with tireless energy, Mr. Brophy and Mr. 
Cummings were to be seen throughout the 
hours of daylight striding to and fro on the 
great expanse of green, marking and remarking 
the points for halting, turning and wheeling, 
their pace sticks glittering like restless butter
flies in the sun, as they checked and rechecked 
their measurements. Everyone from the Com
manding Officer downwards was practising 
and repractising the parts they were to play. 
Even the humblest of us sensed the importance 
of the day ahead. 

But the fates were kind, and on August 1st 
the day broke cloudless and clear with a little 
breeze to temper the heat and to ensure that 
the Colours would fly to their best advantage. 
Preparations were complete and all was well. 

The first of the 1,100 spectators arrived about 
10 o'clock and, halfanhour later when the 
parade was formed up inconspicuously behind 
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Photo by W. Fish-Moore 
Saluting Base. y, # 

Left to Right—Mrs. W. K. Whigham, The High Sheriff of Kent, Lt.Col. G. E. F. Oliver, 
The Colonel of the Regiment, Maj.General P. G. S. GregsonEllis (Cr. Home Counties 

District), The Mayor of Canterbury, Mr. G. R. Hews. 

tne new gymnasium, the crowd had grown in 
size and colour and nearly every seat was 
occupied. There could scarely have been a 
better setting for the great parade. The grass, 
cut and trimmed the day before, lay neat and 
restful, stretching out before the eye ; the trees 
were in full leaf and the enclosures, packed with 
men and women in their gayest summer clothes, 
formed patches of stippled colour against the 
background of sombre green. The Silver, 
guarded by two N.C.O.s in the scarlet and buff 
of the days before the 1914 war, shone like 
burnished armour in the sun. The Union Jack 
and the Depot flag were flying proudly behind 
the saluting base and on the right, forming a 
little splash of scarlet at one end of the 
Sergeants' enclosure, sat the three Chelsea 
Pensioners of the Regiment who had come down 
from London for the great occasion. 

At 11 o'clock, suddenly the hum of con
versation stilled as the drummers marched on 
and sounded the "Fall In". A moment later 
the Band struck up and the four guards marched 
on, arms swinging and heads held high, and 
formed up in line facing the saluting base, 
while at the same time the Sergeants of the 
colour escort marched the colours on from the 
South side of the parade ground and a Sergeant 
stepped forward from the left of the line and 
uncased them. The Commanding Officer then 

ordered the "Present" and the "General
Salute" and the Colonel of the Regiment 
stepped slowly from the saluting base, took the 
salute, and carried out a brief inspection. 

After the inspection General Scarlett returned 
to the saluting base where he delivered the 
following address :— 

Today we are performing a ceremony unique in the 
history of the Regiment. We are asking you, Colonel 
Oliver, the last of a distinguished line of Commanding 
Officers, to hand over the Colours of the 1st Battalion 
to Colonel Parry, to be retained by him in the Depot 
and home of the Regiment, in security and honour, 
until such time as they may be handed back to a re
formed 1st Battalion. 

Owing to the reduction of infantry—the 1st Battalion 
ceases to exist until such a time as it may be reformed, 
except for a small cadre at this Depot. In the meantime, 
we look to Colonel Bruce and the 2nd Battalion, now 
serving in Hong Kong, to uphold the honour, traditions 
and name of the Regiment and we can with confidence 
charge them with this honourable and exacting duty. * 

The Regiment is directly descended from the Trained 
Bands of London raised by Queen Elizabeth in 1572 
and, therefore, has the longest tradition of any existing 
forces and it is with the greatest regret we now close a 
chapter to our history, with the temporary disbandment 
of one of the oldest battalions in the British Army— 
with a record in peace and war second to none. 

The 1st Battalion is the last of those battalions of 
The Buffs to be disbanded which served in the last 
war, and it is fitting to pay our tribute today to those 
other battalions for their valiant and distinguished 
service to their King, their country and their Regiment 
in the cause of civilisation, 
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I am glad to say that Colonel Oliver has been given 
the task of reforming the 4th Territorial Battalion of 
The Buffs in which we hope will be incorporated the 
gallant 5th Battalion. Both these battalions served 
with great distinction and we are confident they will be 
worthy successors of those who have served before them. 

Each year, in Canterbury Cathedral, we pay our 
respects to the memory of those who have served before 
us and have paid the supreme sacrifice. May those of 
us who have survived, prove by our example and loyalty 
to our country that they did not die in vain. 

There are many gallant officers here today, and others 
who cannot be with us, who have commanded the 1st 
Battalion before and during the last war and many 
officers and other ranks who have served in that Battalion 
with distinction, and I know the sorrow it will cause 
them, and all of us, to see the passing of the old Battalion, 
if only temporarily, in which they have spent so many 
happy days. 

The former deeds of the Battalion are written in our 
history, our battle honours and on our Colours. It will 
suffice, therefore, if I mention one or two of the out
standing records of the last war. 

After serving in Palestine, the Battalion moved to 
the Egyptian Desert and played a distinguished part 
in the heavy fighting in the Delta. Later, after very 
heavy fighting, it was counterattacked by an over
whelming force at Gazala, where it fought with great 
gallantry. At the close of this action, only 150 all ranks 
survived. 

Reforming, it took part in the Battle of El Alamein 
and remained in the forefront of the battle until the end 
of the Tunisian Campaign. From Algiers, it moved to 
Italy, distinguished itself at Anzio and in the fighting 
up to the outskirts of Rome, especially at San Savino 
Ridge, after which the Battalion had again to be with
drawn and reformed. From then onwards, forming 
part of the 24th Guards Brigade, it fought gallantly at 
Lake Commacchio up to the River Po, until hostilities 
in Europe ceased. 

Thereafter, it served in Trieste and Salonika, where 
by its firm and tactful handling of many difficult 
situations, it earned the unstinted praise of those under 
whom it served. 

I know, Colonel Parry, that in handing over the 
Colours to the safe keeping of the Depot, they will be 
reverently cared for until such time as the 1st Battalion 
may be reborn of an ancient and distinguished ancestry 
of which it may be well proud. 

After the Colonel of the Regiment had spoken, 
the Commanding Officer gave the order for the 
Troop, and the Band and Drums played the 
Troop to the Colours in slow and quick time. 
As the Band and Drums returned in quick time 
from the Colours, a drummer left the Drums 
and, falling in on the right of the line, sounded 
the Drummers' Call. The Commander of No. 1 
Guard, Major Plumtre, then ordered the escort 
for the colour to advance. They moved forward 
and, wheeling to the left, marched in line in 
front of the parade to where the colours stood. 
The escort halted and the officers of the 1st 
Battalion Colour Party stepped forward to 
receive the Colours from the Sergeants guarding 
them. With the Colours at the carry, the 
remainder of the parade presented arms, the 
spectators came to their feet and the Band 
played the National Anthem. 

As the last notes of God Save the King died 
away, Major Plumptre formed the Escort to the 
Colour to the left and, wheeling to the left and 
to the left again, the Colour was trooped down 
the length of the guards, finally coming to a 
halt in its original position. After the Trooping 
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of the Colour the Commanding Officer gave the 
order for the Colour parties to take posts. 
The 1st Battalion Colour Party on the right of 
the line with the Colours and the Depot Colour 
Party on the left stepped off together and 
marched to their positions in front of their 
guards facing each other, some fifty paces apart. 
The Commanding Officer then gave the order 
"Quick march" and, to The British Grenadiers, 
the Colour parties advanced and halted eleven 
paces from each other. Here, R.S.M. Brophy 
of the Depot and R.S.M. Smith of the 1st 
Battalion took the Colours from the officers 
of the 1st Battalion carrying them, Major Lucas 
and Major Critchley, and handed them to the 
officers of the Depot, Lieut. Barrett and Lieut. 
MorganGrenville. The Colour parties then 
rejoined their guards. In this brief and simple 
way, the history of the, 1st Battalion had 
reached its end ; and the Colours, for the next 
twelve years at least, were now entrusted to 
the care and custody of those who held the fort 
at home. 

When the Colours were in position once again, 
the Commanding Officer moved the parade 
from line into column of guards, and the 
guards marched past the Colonel of the Regi
ment, immaculate in line, Colours flying, 
proudly and precise, knowing well that this 
would almost certainly be the last "full dress" 
march past for many years and fully sensible 
of the honour and importance thrust upon them. 

After the march past the parade was once 
more formed into line by the Commanding 
Officer and, while the remainder of the parade 
presented arms and the Band played the 
National Anthem, the escort to the Colour 
marched the Colours off to the new gymnasium, 
where they were to be on exhibition for the 
remainder of the day before being taken to 
their final restingplace in the Officers' Mess. 

J.P.L. 

History of the Colours of the Regiment. 
There is no record of the Colours carried by 

the different corps and independent companies 
which composed the force that fought in the 
Dutch service from 1572 to 1665 and from which 
The Buffs claim their descent. 

The earliest known Colours of The Buffs are 
those in use from 1665 to 1685 and were green. 
All Colours then were company flags, and field 
officers, as well as captains, had their own 
companies. In 1685 the Colour was changed to 
black, the Colonel's flag being black with the 
"Sun in Splendour" in the centre ; the others 
being somewhat similar, each with its dis
tinguishing mark. 

Little is known of the Colours carried during 
the period 1689 to 1751. The number per 
regiment was reduced first to three and then to 
two, the flags of the two senior officers' com
panies being retained. But in 1751 the Lieut.
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Colonel's flag, which was a Union Jack, became 
the First or King's Colour, and the Colonel's 
flag, a buff flag with a green dragon and a small 
Union Jack in the upper corner, became the 
Second or Regimental Colour. 

Since that date there has been little change. 
In 1801 the Cross of S. Patrick was added to 
the Union Flag and later the Union Jack 
was omitted from the Regimental Colour. 
The custom of carrying battle honours on the 
Colours was adopted during the Peninsula 
War and the first honour granted to The Buffs 
was that of Douro, which was granted in 1813. 

Old Colours used generally to pass into private 
hands or else be buried, and the earliest Colours 
now in existence are those presented to the 
1st Battalion in 1830 and carried by them at the 
Battle of Punniar. These are now in the Chapel 
of S. PeteradVincula in the Tower of London. 
Those presented to the Battalion in 1848 and 
1864 are now in Canterbury Cathedral, while 
those trooped for the last time in London on 
May 16th, 1906, were afterwards laid up in the 
Guildhall. 

On May 16th, 1906, Albuhera Day, at the 
Headquarters of the Honourable Artillery 
Company in London, the Lord Mayor of 
London, the Right Honourable Walter Vaughan 
Morgan, presented New Colours to the Battalion. 
These Colours are now in Canterbury Cathedral. 
On that occasion the Battalion exercised its 
timehonoured privilege of marching through 
the City of London with Bayonets Fixed, Drums 
Beating and Colours Flying. 

The Colours on parade today were presented 
to the Battalion by His Excellency Sir Charles 
A. Innes, K.C.S.I., C.I.E., I.C.S., Governor of 
Burma, at Rangoon, on 7th January, 1932. 
They were with the Battalion at Maymyo, 
Lucknow and in Palestine, where they were 
placed in safe keeping in Haifa on the outbreak 
of World War II. 

Capt. P. R. H. Fox, M.C. Lieut. B. H. Craig 
Lieut. V. Boucher 2/Lieut. A. G. Jelf 

On Parade. 
7TH JANUARY, 1932. 
Commanding Officer : 

Lieut.Colonel J. V. R. Jackson. 
Field Officers : 

Major N. S. Hart Major G. F. Hamilton, M.C. 
Adjutant : 

Lieut. G. L. B. Oliver 
No. 1 Guard No. 2 Guard 

(Escort to the Colours) "B" Company : 
H.Q. Wing : Capt. E. B. Backhouse 

No. 3 Guard 
"C" Company : 

Capt. (BrevetMajor) 
F. Whitaker, M.C. 

Lieut. N. E. Hoare 

No. 4 Guard 
"D" (M.G.) Company ; 
Capt. H. P. P. 

Robertson 
Lieut. J. H. N. Foster 

2/Lieut. R. J. Murphy Lieut. G. E. F. Oliver 
Regimental SergeantMajor E. J. Evans 

In charge of Ground : 
Lt. H. J. Martin, M.B.E. R.Q.M.S. G. Mould 

Bandmaster : W. B. Salmon 

Drum Major : J. Richards 

Colour Parties : 
Old Colours New Colours 

Lieut. M. P. D. Dewar Lieut. G. F. d'Arcy 
Lieut. C. G. Hill Symons 
C.Q.M.S. T. Pratt Lieut. G. E. Sankey 
Sgt. A. Vale C.Q.M.S. J. Sharp 
Sgt. S. Thomas C.Q.M.S. G. Cox 

C.Q.M.S. J. Hancock 

1ST AUGUST, 1947 
Colonel of the Regiment : 

MajorGen. The Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C. 

Commanding Officer, 1st Buffs : 
Lieut.Colonel G. E. F. Oliver, D.S.O. 

Commanding Officer, No. 3 P.T.C. and Depot, 
The Buffs : 

Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry 

Adjutant, No. 3 P.T.C. and Depot, The Buffs : 
Capt. M. A. O'B. ffrench Blake 

No. 1 Guard No. 2 Guard 
(Escort to the Colours) No. 3 P.T.C. and Depot, 

No. 3 P.T.C. and Depot, The Buffs 
The Buffs Capt. R. E. Papworth 

Major P. B. Plumptre, Lieut. J. D. B. Kerby 
M.B.E. 

Lieut. D. G. Comley 
No. 3 Guard No. 4 Guard 

Buffs Company Buffs Company 
Home Counties I.T.C. : Home Counties I.T.C. : 
Major P. J. Lewis Capt. A. G. Pickard 
Capt. R. O. Iliffe 2/Lt. P. E. Bramhall 

Regimental Sergeant-Major, ls£ Buffs : 
P. Smith 
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Photo by W. Fish-Moore 
1st Battalion Colour Party. 

Photo by W. Fish-Moore 
Depot Colour Party. 

In charge of Ground : 
Major G. A. Ricketts Sgt. G. Jeffries 
Regimental Sergeant-Maj or, No. 3 P.T.C. and 

Depot, The Buffs : 
G. Brophy 

Bandmaster : W. B. Salmon 
Drum Major : R. Pattenden 

Colour Parties 
1st Buffs 

Major J. P. Lucas 
Major L. P. Critchley 
C.S.M. G. Faulkner 
Sgt. R. Olver 
Sgt. F. Closier 

Depot The Buffs 
Lieut. D. P. R. Barrett 
Lieut. J. R. B. 

MorganGrenville 
Sgt. C. McKay, M.M. 
Sgt. W. Sherman 
Sgt. W. Elson, M.M. 

Canterbury Cricket Week. 
August 2nd to 8th, 1947. 

HTHIS year the attendance at the Tent during 
* the Week was fully up to prewar standards. 

Owing to limitation of space it is quite im
possible to enumerate those of the Regiment 
and the guests of the Club who attended. 

The Week was memorable in that the Colonel 
of the Regiment as President of the Kent County 
Cricket Club combined his Tent with that of 
the Club and the additional space in the 
enclosure tent was much appreciated. 

The floral decorations were carried out by 
Mrs. F. W. B. Parry and Mrs. M. A. O'B. ffrench 
Blake, and were greatly admired. 

The weather was at its best throughout the 
Week ; the cricket most entertaining. 
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It will interest those overseas to know that 
the attendance of the public during the Week 

 was 42,000, which shows the revival of the 
interest in cricket which has taken place this 
year. 

Remembrance Sunday. 
August 10th, 1947. 

HTHE Buffs marched again on Sunday, 
* August 10th, serving and past members 

together, to Canterbury Cathedral to honour 
the memory of fallen comrades. Headed by 
the drums and band, the parade, commanded 
by Lt.Col. F. W. B. Parry, swung into the 
Precincts to the strains of the Regimental 
March. Leading the column were three Chelsea 
Pensioners, Buffs who served in the long ago, 
and three Duke of York's School boys. 

The parade included contingents, of The Buffs 
^ 3rd P.T.C., the Home Counties I.T.C., the 4th 

Battalion (under Major G. A. Proctor), former 
members of the 2/5th Buffs (under Lord 
Goschen), and members of the Past and Present 

" Association grouped in their branches. 
The Nave was filled with a congregation 

of over 1,500 for the Service of Remembrance, 
with the band grouped on the Nave steps. 
Following the National Anthem and the hymn 
0 valiant hearts, the Colonel of the Regiment 
(MajorGeneral the Hon. P. G._ Scarlett) read 
the Lesson, and the Dean (Dr. Hewlett 
Johnson), standing in front of the altar, spoke 
the words of commemoration of the dead: 

"Let us remember with thanksgiving and 
with all honour before God and men, the men 
of all ranks of The Buffs and of the Queen's 
Own Rifles of Canada, who have fallen in the 
service of our King and country 

The band gave a profoundly moving rendering 
of Chopin's Funeral March and, during the 
hymn God of our fathers, a collection was taken 

i for The Buffs War Memorial Fund. 
& 

The address was given by the Rev. G. Suthers, 
who was padre of the 1st Battalion at El 

^Alamein, and, in the subsequent advance, was 
blown up and wounded by a mine at Mersa 
Matruh. He said that that morning their 
thoughts ranged far and wide over many 
persons and over many countries—from El 
Alamein to Tunis, from the Libyan Desert to 
North Africa, from the Anzio beachhead and 
the other Italian battlefields out to Burma 
and back again to Leros and Malta and on to 

France and the Low Countries and Germany— 
in truth, to wherever the battalions of The Buffs 
marched and fought* 

Their thoughts would then come back again 
to the familiar places of the English countryside 
and the English towns in the setting of which 
they remembered their comrades best of all. 
It was right that that should be so, because 
their sacrifices were made for some corner of 
England they knew so well, for homes and for 
loved ones. 

And so, because those men had in mind som£ 
corner of England, their first duty at that service 
was to thank God that England Md been 
preserved that she might be great and free, 
to thank God that the sacrifice those men made 
had not been in vain—as they would always 
be reminded when they visited the Warriors' 
Chapel in that Cathedral, the chapel which 
had now become the special care of The Buffs. 

"We may believe", continued the speaker, 
"that those who gave themselves for freedom 
and righteousness would bid us continue the 
fight in which they were engaged so that a 
wider and better freedom may be won for the 
whole world and all that spoils and debases 
human life may be ended." 

Special prayers were offered by the Dean, 
and the "Last Post" and "Reveille" sounded. 
After the Blessing, wreaths were placed on the 
Regimental War Memorial by MajorGeneral 
Scarlett for the Regiment and by representatives 
of the Association branches. As the band 
played Men of Kent, the congregation filed in 
homage past the memorial, guarded by two 
N.C.O.'s in full dress uniform, resting on arms 
reversed. 

Subsequently, in the Precincts, a great 
crowd watched the march past at which the 
salute was taken by the Colonel of the Regiment. 

The Mayor (Alderman Mrs. G. R. Hews) 
represented the citizens at the service. 

On the way back to the Barracks, Mr. Joseph 
Ashdown (56) of 1 Ingles Lane, Coolinge Road, 
Folkestone, marching with his branch, suddenly 
collapsed. On his being taken to the Kent and 
Canterbury Hospital, the doctor found that Mr. 
Ashdown had gone to join the comrades he had 
so recently honoured. Married, he served with 
The Buffs in the 191418 War. 

(The Kent Herald.) 
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The Past and Present 
Association. 

Life Members. 
JULY 1ST—31ST, 1947. 

Ashford Branch.-—Deal, S., Dungate, L. E., Lee, R. C., 
Hills, A», Bingham, E. P., Moon, W. 

London Branch.—Beeton, A. E., Lee, L., Jolley, S., 
Harker, D., Hall, S,, Cummins, W., Burt, F. W., 
Mahoney, M., Marsh, E. C., Rutherford, W., Wright, 
Capt. D. E., Ferry, Capt. J. M. H., Williamson, H. 
(Asso.). 

Dover Branch.—Farrier, H. E. J., Marsh, W. S. 
Weald Branch.—Payne, H. G. 
Medway Branch.—Hooker, G., Page, A. 
Rams gate Branch.—Hill, C. 
F aver sham Branch.—Puttock, I. M., Bartlett, G. D. 
H.Q. Roll.—Jones, N., Hall, B. J., Gore, R., Furlonger, 

E., Felton, D. G., Fleet, A. I., Cummings, B. P., 
Mahoney, C., Maslin, A. R. 

Annual Members. 
London Branch.—Shearwood, C. A., Morey, L. 

Hobday, H. 
Weald Branch.—Byam, A. C., Luck, J. 
Ramsgate Branch.—Clinch, A. 
Margate Branch.—Brown, A. H., Fruin, J. E. 
Heme Bay.—Weston, A. W. C. 
F aver sham Branch.—Smith, J. 

Benevolent Fund. 
GRANTS. 

July 1. 
3. 
3. 
3. 
8. 
8. 

16. 
16. 
17. 
22. 
23. 
23. 
23. 

 29. 
29. 
28. 
31. 

July 3 

World War Charitable Fund. 
GRANTS. 

£ s. d. 
4 17 6 
5 0 0 
3 0 0 
5 0 0 
5 0 0 
9 12 0 
4 0 0 
5 0 0 
3 15 11 
3 0 0 

15 7 6 
1 3 9 
5 0 0 
5 10 0 
3 0 0 

15 0 0 
5 0 0 

£ s. d. 

8, 
8 

16 
21 
21 
23 

0 0 
2 6 

5 9 5 
2 12 1 
2 10 1 
3 0 0 
2 0 0 
2 0 0 
3 0 0 

London Branch. 

The monthly meeting at the Prince Alfred 
Restaurant, Tufton Street, took place on 
Saturday, July 19th last, with the ViceChair
man (Captain G. J. Emery) occupying the Chair. 
We were pleased to have with us Major J. E.? 
Enright, Mr. J. C. Neal Dalton, Major Clover, 
Captain R. Waby, Major Pearson and Captain 
Farrow. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read 
and signed. 

Colonel J. R. P. Williams, Chairman of the 
London Branch, sent his best wishes to all 
members. 

The ViceChairman (Captain G. J. Emery) 
expressed his gratification at seeing such a large 
gathering. 

The members stood in silence to the memory 
of the late Mr. C. G. Dowling and Mr. Albert 

Debling, a fine old Buff who during the years 
of depression found employment for no less 
than 47 members of the London Branch. 

WELCOME.—The following attended the Lon
don Branch for the first time :—Austin, Boswell, 
Brett, DrewWakefield, Lukes, Roberts, Ryalls, 
Stainford and S.Q.M.S. Johnson, R.A.S.C./ 
formerly of the 2nd Battalion and son of 
R.Q.M.S. Percy Johnson of the 4th Battalion. 

ADDITIONAL MEETING NIGHTS.—On the first 
Wednesday in July at 6 p.m. at the Prince 
Alfred we were pleased to meet at our second 
informal meeting :—Brigadier Boucher, Lieut.
Colonel J. R. P. Williams, Lieut.Colonel R. F. 
Parry, Colonel Nicholson, Lieut.Colonel J. G. 
Atkinson, Lieut.Colonel R. W. Craddock, 
Colonel Pangman (Queen's Own Rifles of 
Canada), Captain J. G. Emery, Mr. J. C. Neal 
Dalton, R. J. Collins and E. Gould. We had a 
comfortable chat and exchanged much interest
ing news until we gradually drifted away by 
ones and twos to dinner or to catch our 
respective trains. 

We hope this catches the eye of many more 
members in London. 

HERE AND THERE. 

R.S.M. Jimmy Dray and his brother 7946 
Sgt. Dray wish to be remembered to old friends. 

Bill Elvey and Skene were very active. 
Captain Waby attended the funeral of the 

late Albert Debling. 
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R. Billings i$ still looking for clients for the 
6th Battalion reunion dinner. He visited 
Captain Ernie Carter the other day whilst on 
holiday. 

Captain Farrow can sometimes find employ
ment in his firm for men under 40. Write to 
E. Gould, 51 Lincoln's Inn Fields, W.C.2. 

Snowball Manning and Spud Austin were 
pleased to see old friends. 

G. A. Dillistone and Charlie Gibbs of the 1 /5th 
met for the first time since the capture of 
Baghdad in March, 1917. 

Mr. R. J. Collins is very busy with arrange
ments for the 21st Birthday Anniversary 
Supper and Dance to be held in September and 
is ably assisted by Mr. Carter and Mr. Skinner. 

We hear Mr. Welch of the 1st and 1 /5th, 
1914 battalions, has been in hospital suffering 
from the effects of an injury received whilst 
serving in the R.A.F. in "Tempests", where we 
believe he had a responsible job. He went to 
Normandy on "D" Day Plus Two and whilst 
on the way to Berlin was Mentioned in Des

v patches. We hope you will soon be well. 
R. H. Martin and one or two more of the 2nd 

were heard recalling old times at Wellington 
* and Ooty, in the Nilgiris, of course. 

We had a nice dance on July 5th and noticed 
Jock Clayton, Captain Emery and Hart 
tickling their toes on the floor. R. Billings 
came up from Bognor Regis for the evening. 
Thanks, Bob ! 

We hope to see Bert Port before long. 
Boswell and Amos, past big drummers, met 

at last. I'm not sure how they finished up ! 
About 1910, Amos was described as the best big 
drummer in the British Army. 

Major Enright would like to see the cricket 
club revived, as he has taken good care of the 
kit for a long time. 

By kind permission of Mr. Redmond our 
Committee Meetings are held at No. 8 Queen 
Anne's Gate, in a most pleasant office which 

. he has placed at our disposal every second 
Wednesday in the month. 

P. C. Williams of the 1st has offered to act as 
area representative in the Chingford area. 
He and Jarvis (also of the 1st Battalion) have 
reserved seats at the Prince Alfred—at least, 
they are always to be found in the same spot ! 

The writer of these notes feels a little diffident 
at following in the footsteps of the founder of 
the London Branch, but will try to keep up the 
standard^which he set 21 years ago. 

E.C.W.G. 

LADIES' GUILD. 

A very fine gathering of members assembled 
at the Prince Alfred, Tufton Street, S.W.I, on 
Saturday, July 5th, 1947. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and passed. There were no questions 
arising out of the Minutes. 

Regrets for absence were received from the 
Hon. Mrs. G. Scarlett, Mrs. Taylor, Mrs. Cobb, 
Mrs. Collins, Mrs. Everett, Mrs. Cousens, Miss 
Jean Coley and Miss Enright. 

SICK MEMBERS.—Members were pleased to 
hear that Mrs. King was improving and now out 
of hospital. Mrs. Cousens, we regret" to say, 
was in hospital, whilst Mrs. Everett had 
suffered a severe sprain. We wish our un
fortunate members a speedy return to the A1 
category. 

The Colonel of the Regiment expressed 
personally to the Chairman his gratification at 
the great attendance of the Guild at its first 
postwar meeting and to the excellent muster 
on the occasion of the Cenotaph Parade. 

The Chairman (Mrs. D. E. Spinner) announced 
that the London Branch of the Ladies' Guild 
attained its 19th anniversary on June 24th, 
whilst the London Branch of the Past and 
Present Association The Buffs is celebrating 
its coming of age on September 19th next in 
the form of a running buffet and dance. Num
bers were limited and tickets were 7/6 each from 
Mr. Collins, 90 Queenswdod Road, .S.E.23. 

We tender to both Mrs. Cotton and Mrs. 
Kebbell our grateful thanks for presenting 
respectively a crochet knitted pair of gloves and 
a bouquet of pink carnations for raffle which 
realised no less than 18/. 

Mrs. Waby suggested that the Guild should 
possess its own dart board, and proposed that 
the same be purchased out of Guild funds. 
This was seconded and carried unanimously. 

It was nice of Mr. "Buffy" Ward to come 
along with his community singing music and 
preside at the piano. It was like the old times 
to hear "Madammoiselle from Armentiers" 
and the "Old Bull and Bush" filling the ether. 
It also brought back memories to hear Mrs. 
Buxton render in her very fine voice "Smiling 
Through". 

We were pleased to enrol as new members 
Mrs. Lancaster and Miss Martin, also Mrs. Collins 
and Mrs. Birch. 

It was good to see Mrs. Redman looking much 
better ; almost as young as she did in Kilkenny. 
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Mrs. Wittering came along with her daughter 
"Bobbie", now demobbed from the W.R.E.N.S. 

Our Secretary (Mrs. Lamb) was kept busy, 
also our Treasurer (Mrs. O. Dell). 

We were very pleased to have with us Mrs. 
Keown, whose gallant husband, the late Major 
R. W. Keown, was killed on the beaches at 
Dunkirk. Mrs. Keown, in memory of the 
many happy times her late husband had 
enjoyed himself in the very room she now was 
in, paid for its hire, for which we extend grateful 
thanks. 

D.E.S. 

Dover Branch. 
The monthly meeting was held at the Eagle 

Hotel, Dover, on Thursday, August 7th, 1947. 
A welcome surprise was the return of our 

ViceChairman, Mr. J. Mead, after his long 
illness. All members were pleased to see him. 

Another visitor who was introduced to the 
members was Bill Elvey of the London Branch. 
We are always pleased to welcome old pals. 

Mrs. Collins very kindly sent a parcel to be 
raffled. This was won by Mr. Abbott, and it 
realised the sum of 8/6 for branch funds. 

Collection realised 7/. 
RIFLE CLUB.—Still progressing. New season 

about to start, so we all hope for better luck 
this time. 

Our Chairman, Mr. Hart, is on holiday, so 
we all hope he will return benefited by the rest. 

T.H.H. 

Medway Branch. 
The July meeting of the branch was held 

at the Brickmakers' Arms, Gillingham, and was 
wellattended. Mr. F. J. Cox was in the Chair, 
supported by the ViceChairman (Mr. Shilling) 
and the Hon. Treasurer. 

It was with much regret that we learned of 
the illness of our Secretary, Mr. A. J. Moorey, 
who had that morning been sent to a con
valescent home in Berkshire. Before he went, 
however, he had got all his secretarial work 
up straight and as usual done all he could to 
assist the Chairman at the meeting by providing 
particulars of various jobs in progress, jobs 
which are not always known to the majority of 
members, but most necessary in the running 
of the branch. The meeting wished a letter to 
be sent to him, and various individual members 
wished to write. 

We were very pleased to see three visitors 
from Sittingbourne and we did our best to show 
it. Mr. Sinclair is often popping in to see us 
and we are glad to learn how Sittingbourne is 
progressing. . * . 

Mr. W. H. Daws reported on the activities 
of the Sports Committee, and invited all to 
remain after the meeting for a dart match 
which had been arranged against a team of 
Royal Marines. These dart matches are be
coming quite a feature of Medway Branch 
meetings and if you don't play darts there is 
always someone to take you on at card games. 
And then there are refreshments provided by 
the Committee—rolls, sandwiches and the like. 
We are grateful to Mr. and Mrs. Daw, who 
make themselves responsible for these and do 
the job so well. Again the cry, "Wot—no 
Dragons ?". 

F.J.C. 

Ramsgate Branch. 

I shall miss the letters "J.E.E." His cheery 
notes kept London Branch on the map. I often 
recall during the Second World War how we 
looked forward to reading the interesting item 
"Here and There". Once again Ramsgate 
extends to Major Enright its sincere wishes in 
his retirement. Perhaps he will visit our 
branch in company with that other fine Buff 
Captain Ernie Carter one meeting night. 

C. Hill, late of London, is now a member of 
our branch. He sends his best wishes to Joe 
Enright and other friends. 

Harry Barlow, late of "C" Company 1 /4th 
Buffs, came to Ramsgate. Bob Goldsmith tells 
me he is weathering well. Good old Harry ! 
I bet Arthur Orchard, Page and Gibbs would 
have loved to have seen him. 

Well, now for the meeting report. 
Sixty members of the Ramsgate Branch of 

the Past and Present Association The Buffs 
attended the monthly meeting held at the 
Freemasons' Tavern, High Street. 

Mr. E. H. Swendell presided, and was 
supported by Captain N. Taylor, Captain W. 
Barton, Captain E. Carter, Sgt.Major Excel!, 
Sgt.Major W. Jeffreys and Mr. B. E. Knott 
(Hon. Secretary). 

Extending a welcome to Captain Carter of 
the London Branch, and to all members present 
that evening, the Chairman remarked that such 
a good attendance greatly assisted the progress, 
of the Branch. 
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The Association had sustained a great loss 
by the death of Mr. A. Debling, a Ramsgate 
man and a member of the London Branch, 
said Mr. Swendell. The deep sympathy of all 
members was also extended to Mr. Joad on the 
sad loss of his wife. Members stood for two 
minutes' silence as a tribute of respect. 

The Hon. Secretary called the attention of 
members to the Remembrance Sunday parade 
on August 10th, and expressed the hope that 
the Ramsgate Branch would be well represented 
on that occasion. 

Captain Taylor, the newlyappointed Com
pany Officer of the Thanet Company of the 
reformed Territorials, gave the younger mem
bers of the branch an insight of the formation 
and other details and arrangements in con
nection with the new T.A. 

The. speaker extended an invitation to mem
bers of the branch to meet the youngsters at 
an opening social evening to be held at the Drill 
Hall at the end of next month. This invitation 
was accepted with enthusiasm bv branch 
members. 

Mr. Johnson was thanked for his work in 
connection with social activities on behalf of 
the members. 

Letters of apology for absence were received 
from Major A. J. Taylor, Captain H. Whitfield, 
Messrs. J. Elson, W. Playford, H. Setterfield 
and H. Pescod. 

Captain Carter thanked the members for the 
welcome extended to him and said that he was 
pleased to see so many of his old battalion, 
the 6th Service (1914) Buffs, and they would 
be glad to know that there would shortly be a 
reunion dinner for the 6th, which would take 
place in London. 

New members enrolled were Mr. A. Clinch 
and Mr. C. Hill. 

At the conclusion of the business proceedings, 
refreshments were served by Buff Host Dick 
Atkins, and the remainder of the evening was 
spent in reviving old comradeship. 

Obituary. 
Albert James Debling. 

AT the age of 62, the death has occurred at 
** Mayday Hospital, Croydon, of Mr. Albert 
James Debling, formerly of Ramsgate. 

Mr. Debling will be remembered by many of 
the older Thanet residents as captain of the 
Ramsgate Town Football Club prior to the First 
World War, in the days when Ramsgate's 
soccer stars included J. March, H. Henson, 
W. Henson, and Jack Hawkes. 

On the outbreak of the 19141918 War, 
Mr. Debling joined Kitchener's Army and served 
on the Western Front with the rank of Sergeant, 
and was gassed and wounded. 

After leaving the service he was employed 
until 1927 by Messrs. W. W. Martin, builders, 
and then went to London, where he worked for 
various firms. One of the jobs which brought 
him back to Thanet was that of bomb damage 
repairs at the Holy Cross Convent, Broadstairs, 
in 1946. 

He was a member of the Past and Present 
Association of The Buffs (London and Rams
gate) and of the Ramsgate Branch of the 
British Legion. 

The funeral took place at Croydon Cemetery, 
the family mourners being the widow and three 
sons. Representatives attended from the Lon
don Branch of the Past and Present Association 
and the Ramsgate Branch of the British Legion. 
Floral tributes included those from the family 
and the firms by whom Mr. Debling had been 
employed, and also from the 8th Battalion 
The Buffs, the Past and Present Buffs 
Association and the Ramsgate Branch of the 
British Legion. 

Sergeant Albert Debling. 
Albert, as we affectionately called him, was 

a member of the London Branch and one of 
its keenest workers. During the terrible un
employment period following the First World 
War he strove hard to find members jobs and 
in one year placed no less than 72 into temporary 
and permanent work in the building trade. 
He was by birth a Ramsgate man and in his 
young days was captain of the Ramsgate 
Football Club. On the outbreak of the 1914 War 
he enlisted immediately into Kitchener's Army 
and served throughout with the 8th Battalion 
The Buffs. He was badly wounded and gassed. 

There was in him. a wonderful example of 
esprit de corps—Ramsgate was the finest town 
in the world; The,Buffs the finest regiment; 
the 8th the finest battalion. The last time 
I spoke to him he said "we went into the blood 
bath at Loos nearly 900 strong just after we 
had landed in France and only a few survived". 
Then he said : "My platoon—the best in the 
battalion—was gone". That was Albert—a 
magnificent Buff, a fine soldier, and the type of 
man we were proud of. He was laid to rest in 
Croydon Cemetery and the branch was repre
sented by his old battalion friends in Captain 
R. W. Waby and Mr. T. Atkinson. The London 
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Branch sent a floral tribute to his memory, 
likewise the 8th Battalion and Mr. E. Shute. 

Our very deep sympathy goes out to his widow 
and family. 

JE.E. 

Margate Branch. 
Our monthly meeting was held, as usual, at 

the George and Dragon, Charlotte Square, on 
Wednesday, July 2nd. The Chair was taken 
by our ViceChairman, Mr. H. Tong, supported 
by the Hon. Secretary (Mr. H. Ingram), the 
Committee and a fairly good muster of mem
bers—fairly good for the time of year, that is. 

Our Chairman (Captain Tilleard) is now 
again in harness, being O.C. Margate Platoon 
of the 4th Battalion, and necessarily very much 
engaged these days. We salute you, Sir, and 
envy the young men of today who are able to 
serve under you. 

Further reference was made to the corres
pondence with the Civic Authorities concerning 
bringing the War Memorial uptodate by an 
inscription indicating that, besides honouring 
the dead of the First World War, it also stood 
as a memorial to those who lost their lives in 
the second great conflict. 

Finally, some amusement was caused by the 
reading of a letter warning the branch against a 
"scrounger" who, though not a member of the 
Past and Present, has been endeavouring to 
"touch" old Buffs, declaring he is going to work 
in this town. 

On Wednesday, August 6th, the monthly 
branch meeting was held as usual at the George 
and Dragon, Charlotte Square, Captain Tilleard 
presiding over a rather small attendance 'of 
members. We have become accustomed to the 
idea of the Summer Season in Margate meaning 
small monthly meetings, and we have now 
reached the peak. We hope that from now on 
the number attending will gradually increase, 
and that when we finally move to our new 
quarters, the amenities to be found there will 
attract larger attendances and induce many 
more exBuffs to become members. 

The Minutes of the last monthly meeting 
having been read, approved' and signed, 
arrangements for Remembrance Sunday were 
further discussed, and there being little other 
business, the meeting closed, a little further time 
being given to reminiscence ere breaking up. 

Canterbury Branch Annual Outing. 

The Canterbury Branch held its annual outing 
on July 13th. Twentysix members attended 
and a most enjoyable trip to Hastings was 
appreciated by all. Songs were provided all 
the way by members on the back seat. Leaving 
Canterbury at 9 a.m. (with the necessary 
provisions abroad) the route was taken via 
Ashford, Bethersden, Tenterden, etc. A stop 
was made at 10.30 a.m. for refreshments. 

It is not quite clear yet what action the 
Council of this district is taking against "Titch", 
"Jock" and a few others for marking the road 
with coins of the realm. By the look of satis
faction on "Titch's " face on the conclusion of 
the stop he was rich enough to pay any fines. 
Then on to Hastings, where we arrived at 
11.40 a.m., which some thought was bad 
organisation for a Sunday, but groans and 
moans soon departed and the majority stood 
studying the picture of an elephant waiting 
for some movement which they expected to 
take place about 12 noon. This eventually 
happened and dry throats were made moist. 

In the interim of waiting and watching, 
Nobby went paddling, but as the tide was 
apparently out, decided to wait a bit and try 
again, which he did time and time again—he 
liked it so much. 

After spending a few hours at Hastings, 
some to "Dodge 'em", some to sleep, the start 
of the return journey was made at 4.30 p.m. 
via Dymchurch, Hythe, etc., to Folkestone, 
arriving at the latter place at 6.55 p.m. Two 
halts were made on this return journey. At 
the first halt, Titch must have thought we were 
having a crosscountry run by the way he 
partly disrobed and shot round the corner. 
However, Titch won for he was the only 
competitor. At the second halt, Bill Biggs 
thought he could train ants, but the ants 
thought otherwise, much to Bill's discomfort. 
On arrival at Folkestone, a few visited that 
branch and had a really good welcome, and 
Jock's spirits rose and we think he must have 
made sufficient to pay for the trip, but Harry 
was looking down his nose until he stumbled 
over sixpence, probably a small donation from 
Jock ! 

Leaving Folkestone at 9 p.m., we arrived 
back at the branch club just in time to swamp 
Mrs. Clarke out, who had very kindly kept 
the flag (bar) flying pending our return. Time 
was called by the assistant steward (S.V.C.) 
at 10 p.m., and after a truly enjoyable day we 
broke off and made our various ways home
wards. 
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Unfortunately, our Chairman, Major L. F. 
Parratt, ViceChairman and Secretary, were 
unable to accompany the party and we were 
all sorry they did not meet us in Folkestone, 
due no doubt to bad staff work or to good 
"Jumbos" on the road. However, they caught 
up at Rhodaus Town Club in time to join us 
for a final drink. 

A vote of thanks must be given to Mr. S. V. 
Clarke for the magnificent way he organised 
the outing, and to Mr. W. Newington, who did 
a grand job in the catering line. Neither must 
Mrs. Clarke be forgotten for the hard work she 
put in providing the sandwiches. 

Did Bill Addley really want those tomatoes, 
and what does Len mean by one on the wheel ? 

Canterbury Branch. 
The monthly meeting was held at Rhodaus 

Town on August 4th, at which a fair number 
attended. 

It was decided to hold a mixed outing early in 
September, making a tour of the Weald of Kent. 
It is hoped that a good number will respond. 
A list is posted up in the Club for those who 
wish to attend. 

It was very nice to see Major (Q.M.) Tom 
Burt at the meeting. The longawaited bat 
and trap match with Cooper's was held on 
July 28th, resulting in a win for the branch. 
The final for the cup takes place in the near 
future and all members wish the team every 
success. During the match with Cooper's, 
Nobby was the star, making 44 runs. He would 
have still been batting, no doubt, as he was 
full of confidence, due to a full barrel put on 
tap a few minutes before! Bill Newington 
brought off a brilliLnt catch at the cost of his 
trouser buttons. Some feminine giggles were 
heard from the direction of the verandah, 
but a few belts were handed out and all was well. 
The proudest member of the team was Jock 
as he did not have to bat, thus saving pennies 
had he knocked out. 

We were glad to see Joe Richards home for a 
few days' leave from Germany looking as well 
as ever ; also C.Q.M.S. L. De Vroome, back from 
the Channel Islands. We would like to see a 
few more of the "Old 'Uns" roll up. 

The branch welcomeMr. A. Hackman as 
Steward, and hope he will remain as such for a 
long time. 

The branch attended the Remembrance 
Sunday Parade and after a good day at the 
Barracks, entertained members of other 

branches for the remainder of the evening. 
Several new faces were seen at the Club in the 
evening, including Lieut. (Q.M.) Rowcliffe and 
exDmr. Grey. 

It is hoped to give an account of the bat and 
trap final in our next notes. 

Obituary. 
Thomas John Smith. 

His many friends in Heme Bay will learn with 
regret of the death of Mr. Thomas John Smith, 
of "Bournville", 26 High Street, Heme Bay, 
at the age of 67, a wellknown resident in the 
town for the past 30 years. 

Mr. Smith had been in failing health since a 
sudden collapse last December. He was born 
at Canterbury, and moved to Heme Bay in 1917. 

An old soldier, Mr. Smith served in The Buffs 
in the South African and 191418 Wars, and 
held the rank of Acting SergeantMajor when 
discharged in 1919. 

He was a member of the Heme Bay Branch 
of the British Legion for a great many years, 
and for a long time was associated with the 
Heme Bay United Rink Hockey and Skading 
Club, being a member of the Club's committee 
for a number of years. He was also a member 
of the R.A.O.B. 

At the funeral at the Cemetery, Eddington, 
Father Bernadine officiated, and the chief 
mourners were the widow ; Messrs. T. and H. 
Smith (sons) ; Mrs. Conrath and Miss Irene 
Smith (daughters), and Mrs. Davis and Miss 
Smith (sisters). 

Also present were representatives of the 
Canterbury Labour Exchange, where Mr. Smith 
had been employed for 23 years, and of the 
Heme Bay Labour Exchange. 

Heme Bay Press. 

It was with feelings of sorrow and deep 
regret that I received news from Captain Ernie 
Carter of the death of my old friend Tom Smith. 
The last time I met him was at Canterbury on 
Remembrance Sunday, 1946, when he, together 
with Captain Carter, Dick Kesby and myself 
chinwagged about our hectic young days in 
the 2nd Battalion Drums. Tom was born in 
the Regiment and was one of the "Smith" 
family. A good, clean and smart soldier and a 
fine piccolo player. It is sad to see one's old 
friends passing out; Tom was a good Buff and 
old friends will miss him. 

J.E.E. 
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Deal and Walmer Branch. 
XADIES' GUILD. 

The members went for an outing to Heme 
Bay, mustering 20, and enjoyed every moment 
of it. Leaving Deal at 2 o'clock, we had tea at 
Heme Bay in the British Legion Park. The 
tea was enjoyed by all. Leaving at 7.30 p.m., 
we stopped at Margate for threequarters of 
an hour. Then home, arriving at 9.45 p.m., 
everyone having had a delightful time. The 
Secretary was thanked, and in reply she asked 
members to attend meetings and bring new 
members, so that another outing could be had 
next year. 

Beachley Old Boys' Association. 
The Annual General Meeting of the above Association 

will be held at Beachley Camp, Chepstow; on 
Saturday, 27th September, 1947. The provisional 
Programme is as under :— 
Sept. 26. 8. 0 p.m. Dance, arranged by H.Q. Branch. 

27. 10. 0 to 11.30 a.m. Visit to Workshops. 
11.30 a.m. Visit Lines, Institutes, etc. 
5. 0 p.m. ANNUAL MEETING. 
7.30 p.m. ANNUAL DINNER. 

28. 9.45 a.m. Divine Service. 
2.30 p.m. Cricket, Football or Hockey 

Matches. 
All exboys of the School, whether members of the 

Association or not, are cordially invited to attend the 
Reunion, and it is hoped that a large number will avail 
themselves of this opportunity of revisiting the School. 

All those wishing to attend are asked to notify : 
The Hon. Secretary, 

B.O.B.A., 
Beachley Camp, 

Chepstow, Mon. 
On arrival at the Camp, Old Boys should report to 

the Guard Room where guides will be available to 
conduct them to their rooms. 

Regimental Gazette.—Continued from page 181. 

The undermentioned W.S. Lts. (A/Capts.) 
to be T/Capts.:— 

THE BUFFS.—A. H. Gurney (174264), 29th 
Feb., 1944; P. I. Finn (349073), 18th June, 
1947. 

REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 
THE BUFFS.—W. S. Capt. (T/Maj.) (A/Lt.

Col.) G. H. Mitchell (15337), to be T/Lt.Col. 
and W.S. Maj., 22nd November, 1942. 

THE BUFFS.—Lt. (T/Capt.) (A/Maj.) G. H. 
Mitchell (15337) to be T/Maj. and W.S. Capt., 
15th October, 1941. 

"Galway", 
Livingstone Road, 

Claremont, 
Cape Town. 

25th June, 1947. 
To the Editor, "The Dragon", Canterbury. 
Dear Sir, 

I read recently in your paper that there was a doubt 
whether the Assistance, which took the 2nd Battalion 
from Chatham to Kingstown (Dublin) in 1892 was a 
sailing ship or a steamer. Decidedly, it was a steamer. 
I think I can explain the reason of the doubt. Going 
up the Irish Sea there was a heavy swell from S.W. and 
the old ship rolled like a log. Out of pity for the poor 
sick blighters, I suppose, the captain hoisted a large 
stay rail to check the rolling. Anyway, she was a rotten 
old tub, and for three days there wasn't room to sit 
down, much less lie down. When we got to Kingstown 
there was a party of the Munster Fusiliers on the 
quayside, with food for everyone, and beer. We were 
not allowed to have the beer. Looking back, I think it 
was just as well. I don't know, of course, what happened 
in the Officers' and Sergeants' Messes. 

I also read a glowing account of the old Gaiku which 
brought the 2nd Battalion to South Africa, sailing on 
December 22nd, 1899 (the very day I landed at Leith 
from New York). But the Gaiku had not finished her 
job for The Buffs yet. When the last war broke out I was 
in the Cape Garrison Artillery, sergeant on a 12pdr. 
18 cwt. We were mobilized four days after war was 
declared, went tearing all over the Transvaal and 
Bechuanaland in the rebellion, then back to Cape Town 
for G.S.W.A. on the Gaiku. My chief connection then 
was the fact that after Major Marriot was wounded at 
Drifontein, he went home and returned on the Gaiky. 
On that voyage a man fell overboard while launching 
targets for rifle practice, and a boat which was launched 
was cut to pieces by the screw and the boatswain was 
killed. We were part of a big convoy that left Cape 
Town. We reached Walfish Bay two days before 
Christmas. That's why I wear the 1914 Star. 
I read also about the funeral of the late Colonelin

Chief of The Buffs, the King of Denmark ; that was on 
Princess Elizabeth's Birthday. I was going on parade 
that day at Wynbury, but I went first to the Danish 
Embassy in Buitenkaut Street, to convey regrets from 
members of the Regiment in South Africa. There are, 
I know, about five, but of course I couldn't contact 
them—two, I know, are in the Transvaal. 

Well, in conclusion I must say that I find a lot of 
pleasure in The Dragon, especially when I read the 
names of those I knew so long ago—Snowball Manning, 
Stringer, Jerry Austin, Jock I sard, and dozens of others, 
to all of whom I send my heartiest greetings. Perhaps 
one day I'll be spared to come over and see them. 

With my best respects to The Dragon staff. 
I remain, 

Yours truly, 
H. G. COPELAND, 

3825 The Buffs. 

168 Scotland Green Road, 
Ponders End, Middlesex. 

To the Editor, "The Dragon", Canterbury. 
Dear Sir, 

I am an exBuff and wohld like you to put what I am 
going to write in The Dragon. 

Continued on page 2OS. 



1st Battalion The Buffs 

Back Row : Lieuts* R. T>. Bramhall, Yeandle, I. E. Russell, Hall, A. H. E. Pirn, A. H. Maynard, J. E. Wardle, Lambden. 
Middle Row : 2/Lieuts. Chandler, A. H. Purchase, R. W. Smith ; Lieut. J . H. Wheatley ; 2/Lieut. R. A. H. Drake Brockman ; 

Lieuts. H. Maxwell, A. W. Mauduit; 2/Lieut. M. W. Cox ; Lieut. P. J. Harrison. 
Sitting : Capts. Barnard, G. A. McGrath ; Majors J. P. Lucas, H. A. Collins ; Lt.Col. G. E. F. Oliver ; Majors B. H. Craig, 

L. P. Critchley ; Capts. F. G. B. Hills, W. H. Pitkin ; Lieut. (Q.M.) H. Bennett. 
On Ground : 2/Lieut. P. H, Sedgwick ; Lieut. Pollen. 
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BRITISH MADE BY BRYANT & MAY 
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PEACETIME ROUTINE  . 

On Service or in civil life, 
regular ENO beats restrictive 
routine. The bodily system 
needs a gentle corrective to 
the strains of unnatural living 
conditions. For over 70 years 
men and women everywhere 
have relied on ENO—invigora
ting, effervescent, alkaline, 
gently aperient. Make ENO 
your routine for health! 
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'FRUIT SALT* 
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Gillette put 
shoulders 

behind euch 
edge ! 

Every edge sharper than a surgeon's 
scalpel, shaped in three facets, forming 
supporting shoulders to make it more 
durable. Precisiontested at every 
stage. Gillette's ceaseless research 
proves this the best way to make 
blades — for shaves that are better
looking and more economical. 

INC. TAX 

6 Good Mornings 
begin 

with Gillette 

-«r 
BEECHAM'S PILLS 

Make them your 
Qolden Rule of Health 

Obtainable everywhere 

' Second to None' 

GREYS 
C I G A R E T T E S  
Just honest-to 

tobacco 

Plain or corktipped 
* Greys 9 will always 

appeal to those 
smokers who ask 
of a cigarette 
that it shall be 
pleasant 
and satisfying. 



1st. Battalion The Buffs 

Top Row : Sgts. , Dolison, Ayres, Fowler, , , , , Smith, Myatt, Ansell. 
Standing : C.Q.M.S. Tillotson ; Sgts. Cleaver, , , Cawthorne ; C.Q.M.S. Webb ; Sgt. Sunderland (R.F.M.E. attd.) ; . 

C.Q.M.S. Way ; ; C.Q.M.S. Woodbridge ; S.S.I. Edwards ; . 
Sitting : C.S.M. Knight, D.C.M., M.M. ; Lieut. (Q.M.) H. Bennett ; R.Q.M.S. Pearce ; Major H. A. Collins ; R.S.M. Smith ; 

Lt.Col. G. E. F. Oliver, D.S.O. ; C.S.M. Mansfield ; Major B. H. Craig ; C.S.M.s Barden, Butcher. 
Front Row : Sgts. Edwards, , Evans, Fletcher, Clarke, Smith. 
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' A '  C o y  1 s t .  B a t t a l i o n  t h e  B u f f s .  

2nd Battalion. 
T^HE main event of this 

month was, of course, 
Albuhera Day on May 15th. 
The Battalion Sports, for 
which everyone had prac
tised for so long, were held 
on the sports track at Hong 
Kong, starting at halfpast 
ten in the morning. For
tunately the weather was 
fine and all companies 
fielded strong teams. 

After a very enjoyable 
day, Mrs. Edlmann pre
sented the prizes. The Shield 
was won by "D" Company 

by a clear margin of points from "A" Company. 
All events were on a team basis—track 

events being run in the form of intercompany 
relays at various distances. The winning com
pany was therefore the best allround company 
and not necessarily the company which had the 
best individual runners. 

The evening was spent in traditional style, 
with Officers visiting the troops' N.A.A.F.I. 
and helping to organise their entertainment. 

The Latham Centrepiece was placed on show 
in the N.A.A.F.I. at Stanley with a Sergeant 
on either side of it. The C.O. arrived at the 
canteen early in the evening and gave a short 

address to the men in which he told them of 
the history of the centrepiece and its association T 
with Lieut. Latham. 

A very successful dance was run at Stanley in 
the room above the canteen and everyone had a s 
most enjoyable day. 

Another big event of this month was the 
King's Birthday Parade held on the race course 
at Hong Kong on June 12th. For this parade 
the battalion turned out four companies each 
of approximately 100 strong. 

At 10.30 a.m., the Hon. D. M. MacDougall, 
C.M.G. (Governor of Hong Kong) arrived at the 
saluting base. The Royal Salute was given 
and the Union Jack broken at the masthead 
as the first six bars of the National Anthem were 
playad. 

His Excellency then proceeded to carry out 
an inspection of the forces on parade in a jeep. 

The 25 Field Regiment then commenced 
firing a 21gun salute which was interspersed 
with a feu-de- Jdie and the playing of the 
National Anthem after every seven rounds. * 

Headdress was removed and the forces on 
parade gave three cheers for H.M. the King. 
This was followed by the Royal Salute and the 
lowering of the Union Jack. 

The marcfi past was headed by the Royal 
Navy and Royal Marines, followed by the Royal 
Artillery and The Buffs. The Devons came 
next, followed by the R.A.F. and a contingent 
of the Hong Kong Police bringing up the rear. 
Four 'planes flew overhead as the march past 
was taking place and dipped in salute. 
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Presentation of Prizes 
Left to Right. Capt. Searle, Major. Ford, Mrs. Edlmann, 

Major. Majendie, Cpl. Arrowsmith. 

The ceremony was watched by a large crowd, 
who afterwards swarmed on to the racecourse 
in search of souvenirs in the form of empty 
cartridge cases. 

The Army Open Boxing Championships were 
held on May 27th in the China Fleet Club. 
In this, Ptes. Bethelsen and Pedersen succeeded 
in reaching the finals. Bethelsen was narrowly 
defeated on points after a very good fight against 
Pte. Hall of the Devons. x 

We congratulate Pte. Pedersen on giving an 
excellent exhibition of boxing and winning 
his bout on points. We feel that he could have 
easily knocked out his opponent had he really 
exerted himself. 

We welcome the following Officers who have 
recently arrived in the battalion :—Captain 
Blaxland, Captain Williams, Captain Roberts, 

Lieut. Bett, Lieut. Pigo, Lieut. Cox, 2/Lieut. 
Talkoff, 2/Lieut. Smith, and 2/Lieut. Reeve. 
Captain Blaxland and Captain Williams have 
taken over the duties of Adjutant and Quarter
master respectively. 

Groups 55, 56 and 57 are now standing by 
for release and we are expecting to lose Captains 
Leggett and Twyman, and various other 
members of the battalion. 

"C" Company have won the football shield. 
As reported in last month's notes, "A" and 
"B" Companies tied for top place at boxing, 
and it now remains to be seen which company 
wins the Battalion Swimming Gala which will 
be held on June 27th. 

The best remark that we have heard this 
month is : "Does the C.O. get extra pay if we 
do more guards ?". 

Sergeants' Mess. 
This month still finds the Mess split between Stanley 

Barracks and Murray Barracks. However, we are 
becoming used to this now and things are going along 
very steadily. 

A sincere welcome is extended from all Mess members 
to the families of the R.S.M. and Sgt. "Punch" Allen. 
Mrs. Moore with Tony and "Kipper" and Mrs. Allen 
lend a spot of welcome light to our otherwise maledrab 
existence. 

Although the families are all at Stanley Barracks, we 
cannot say that Murray is altogether deserted by the 
opposite sex, C.S.M. Bernard Farmer and Sgt. Devlin 
Jackson obliging in the periodic appearance of an A.T.S. 
duet, Betty and Pat. 

Once again your correspondent has pleasure in 
welcoming some new members to the Mess, C.S.M. 
"Scotty" Scott and Sgt. Jack Young, who arrived on 
the Dunera, and congratulations to Sgts. "Blondy" 
Haverley and Blockley on promotion. 

Departures for release were Sgts. Frank Dobson and 
"Hutch" Hutchins. Our best wishes go with them for 
their future life. Rumour has it that a certain Orderly 
Room Sergeant, who saw Sgt. Dodson on the boat as 
he was leaving, was carrying enlistment papers in his 
pocket, just in case. He came away emptyhanded ! 

The highlight of the month was undoubtedly Albuhera 
Day. 

A Dance and Social Evening was held in the Murray 
Mess and was a great success. 

Some of the Regimental silver was on show and a 
wellstocked buffet was also in evidence. Needless to 
say, a good time was had by all. 

Some say the R.S.M. is tired of sleeping on blankets. 
One wonders what happened to the sheets ! 

To turn to the sporting side of life, the big game in 
the period under review was a DartsBilliardsSnooker
Table Tennis Match against the Chief Petty Officers of 
H.M.S. Turmaine (sorry, Tamar). 

The result is somewhat obscure, but the singing 
which followed was a very harmonious contest and ended 
in a draw. 
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On this "note", your correspondent will now sign off 
with the customary good wishes to all old members of 
the Sergeants' Mess of the 2nd Battalion, and to all 
Buffs wherever they may be, from R.S.M. Moore and 
the present upholders of the tradition. 

Headquarter Company. 
CADRE COURSE. 

Once again we are able to boast of a N.C.O.s' Cadre, 
this time under the direction of Lieut. Peter Wilson, 
who has just arrived back from LIAP, and who takes 
the place of Captain Mike Barton, lately departed on 
Python. Sgt. Clark (Junior) and Sgt. Blockley from 
the S.A.S., Hythe, look after the weapon side, and 
L/Cpl. Burgess, our prize wrestler, hears the bones 
creak every morning at 0900 hours on P.T. 

We notice several familiar faces have joined our eager 
ranks, amongst them being Sgts. Tommy Tucker and 
"Punch" Allen, and also Cpls. Bellamy, Cowell and 
Saunders, who, incidentally, have started a flourishing 
trade by disclosing the secret (at a price) of how to get 
chosen for every second Cadre Course ! 

Finally, we welcome Sgt. "Dhursi" Taylor and 
Cpls. Frankish, Fraser, Knowles, McNeil, Pearson and 
Pill, wishing they enjoy the course. 

SIGNAL PLATOON. 
The most outstanding event of the merry month of 

May was perhaps Albuhera Day. In the morning and 
afternoon there was an interCompany sports competi
tion for the more energetic and swimming in sleepy 
lagoons for the lazier types. Thanks to the efforts of 
the Signal Platoon and one or two others, Headquarter 
Company just beat Administration Company, although 
we were unable to beat the winners, "C" Company. 
At the beginning of the last event Headquarter and 
Admin, were equal. Major Bailey was heard to whisper 
to Sgt. Jerry Ovenden that it all depended on him. 
Needless to say, our longlimbed Sergeant made it. 

In the evening the Albuhera Dance was held on the 
upper floor of the N.A.A.F.I. Down below the C.O. 
lent a hand in rolling out the barrel—later on the 
platoon rolled Tubby Mitchell out. 

Little else of note has taken place this month. Cpl. 
Barrett rises at 5 a.m., returning at Reveille with wild 
stories of how he established communications with 
some sheik in Arabia. Still being 64 group, he needs 
something to occupy his mincl. Good luck to him. 

S.S. Empress of Scotland is expected to arrive in June. 
Two more signallers hope to sail on it, so roll on the boat. 

MORTAR PLATOON. 
Since last you heard from us we have moved from 

one hillstation, Lyemun, to another even higher, Stanley 
Fort. The Rifle Companies had the misfortune of 
having to march. Having only a few men, we were 
lucky and arrived at Stanley as advance party for 
Headquarter Company (on trucks). 

We also have suffered a great loss through demob, 
this month. Our Platoon Commander, Lieut. Eayres, 
said goodbye to us and sailed away with 52 group on 
the Strathnaver. Sgt. "Smudger" Smith is the big boss 
now. Funnily enough we don't envy him one little bit. 
Reason being there is a Mortar Course running and he 
is kept very busy. Even on Wednesday afternoons 

(half holiday) he's busy looking at the Training 
Pamphlets. He insists he's timeex., but believe me, he 
loves it. Space is limited, so we'll dry up now, wishing 
all exMortars good luck in their new jobs. ? 

PIONEER PLATOON. 
Once again we are adjusting ourselves to new sur

roundings, being now in Stanley Barracks. Regarding 
the march here, Cpl. "Jazzy" Allred complains that he 
won't be able to work for at least a month now, and his 
brotherinarms, "Charpoy" Smith, strongly backs him 
up. Interest is centred very high at the moment on the 
future Battalion Swimming Gala, the first entrants 
being Sgt. "Havildar" Hisgrove with a spectacular 
Jackknife Dive. (His interpretation of this somewhat 
differs from other people's.) Cpl. Willis is also attempting 
threelength underwater swimming (did someone 
mention "Buffaloes"?). We must mention at this point 
that after a very hard struggle L/Cpl. Willis has at last 
reached a new peak in becoming a full Corporal. 
Congratulations to him. "Linda" Parnell also hopes in 
the near future to become a LanceCorporal. 

All of us view with sorrow the departure of "George" 
Gibson and Ken Stevens, former on demob, and the 
latter on repat. Best of luck to both of you. 

Here's wishing all exPioneers the best of everything 
(including "Doc" Cox). 

M.T. PLATOON 
The end of May finds us in Stanley Barracks. Not a 

very interesting place, but there is an abundance of 
fresh air, which I suppose we must be thankful for, 
remembering some of the nottoosweetsmelling places 
we have been to. 

We have been here nearly a month now, and on the 
whole I think most of us have settled down in this 
windswept and rainsoaked homefromhome. It was 
raining when we moved in and hardly a day has passed 
since without it's share of pennies from heaven. 

We have been extra busy of late, and it is by the 
skilful juggling of Captain Sutcliffe alone that has 
enabled us to meet all our obligations. 

On Whit Monday all the drivers had a day off, with 
the staff taking up the reins for the day. Most of the 
lads were glad to get a layin and made the most of it, 
but of course there were the odd few who were up bright 
and early looking over the balcony with anxious eyes 
every time a truck pulled out, but needless to say they 
all had their vehicles back in one piece. 

Among this month's newcomers to the Platoon is 
Pte. Parker, better known as 'Enry. No doubt he will 
be missed in "B" Company. Also Ptes. Neilsen and* 
Michaelsen have joined, which brings our total of Danish 
boys up to three. 

Four of our oldest members left here last week en route 
for release aboard the Strathnaver—L/Cpl. "Nugger'* 
Knight, Ptes. Spicer, Jones and Merritt. We wish them 
as much luck in Civvy Street as they had here on the 
roads of Hong Kong. 

No doubt there are few people who have not known 
at some time or other of a horse and rider who didn't 
see eye to eye, but how many of you have heard of a 
driver and a truck disagreeing ? This seems to be the 
trouble with Pte. Norris and his 15cwt., and the 
Technical Storeman is still debating whether starting 
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handles are exchangeable, because if they are, then he 
will be quite a few down when 58 group becomes timeex. 
This Norris business has led several people beyond the 
bounds of curiosity, and it has become a daily occurrence 
for the M.T. Office to spend valuable time convincing 
someone or other that we have not changed over to 
clockwork. 
, "Mad" Martyr is in trouble again, but it is very 
unlikely that he will be charged with speeding this time ; 
the R.M.P. are still haggling as to what height he was 
flying at when they saw him, but Martyr is adamant 
that he didn't get away from the ground at all ! 

Administration Company. 
Since last writing the move to Stanley Barracks has 

taken place and we find the Company now split in two— 
half the Company remaining at Murray Barracks. This, 
we find, is having an adverse effect on the Company's 
attainments in the field of sport, but luckily the playing 
fields have been closed down for a few months and we 
now have to resort to Basket Ball, Tennis (between 
showers) and indoor games. 

The first tombola meeting was held a few days ago 
and Company H.Q. appeared to do quite well. L/Cpl. 
J. Smith (Company Pay Clerk) and Ptes. Crutch (Com
pany Storeman—"haven't got any !") and Hill (Company 
Clerk) ran a combine which paid dividends—no wonder ! 
with the Company Commander running the show, the 
C.S.M. (W.O.II Turmaine) calling the numbers and the 
C.Q.M.S. (C/Sgt. Palmer) selling the tickets. 

We had better make no mention of our prowess in 
athletics as witnessed at the Albuhera Day Sports 
Meeting, but hope to do much better in the Swimming 
Gala later on in the month. 

Our new Q.M. (Captain Williams) has just arrived 
from the U.K. and is in the process of taking over his 
(arduous ?) duties. We wish him well and hope his 
first impressions of Hong Kong have not been dampened 
by the inclement weather. 

To all who are homeward bound in the near future 
we give hearty good wishes for the future and to those 
who have just arrived, a welcome. 

4 ' A "  C o m p a n y  
The main event of this merry month of May was 

naturally Albuhera Day Celebrations. The weather 
caused quite a deal of speculation, prior to the 16th, 
but "Old Sol" was on parade all day, but gave way to 
bags of rain all night, with the result that most cele
brators were rather soaked inside and out. 

The Company combined with "D" at Murray, and 
had a slapup "Smoko" with a good buffet provided by 
P.R.I. Captain Searle. C.S.M. Batson did a fine job, 
first of all "acquiring" (and later consuming) bags of 
beer. The Company Commander says he was "stranded 
at Stanley". Perhaps that's a new way of putting it. 

The Sports were a grand success, but not in a way 
for "A" Company. Although we fought them to the 
finish, "D" Company just pipped us. Congratulations 
on the fine performance "D" Company. We hope to 
show you our heels next time. The following teams 
were successful : Teams in first placings : 880 yards 
Relay—2/Lt. McGrath, Ptes. Harris, Dobinson, Osborne ; 
2 miles Relay—Lieut. Jackson, 2/Lt. Bishop, Ptes. 
Adams, Weston ; 1 mile Medley Relay—Lieut. Jackson, 
2/Lt. McGrath, Ptes. Harris, Johnson. Teams in second 
placings ; Hop, Step, Jump—L/Cpl, Lea, Pte, 

Christensen ; 3 miles Team Race—Lieut. Tunnell, 
Ptes. O'Leary, Mockler, Earle ; Long Jump—Ptes. 
Clausen, Weston ; 1 mile Team Race—Sgt. Hutchins, 
L/Cpls. Lea, Graves, Ptes. Mockler. 

Many, many new faces (including some Lincolns) 
have appeared amongst us and to them all we extend a 
hearty welcome to "A" Company and to the Battalion. 

Five of our old hands waved us goodbye this month : 
Sgt. Dodson, Sgt. Hutchins (exC.Q.M.S. "B" Company), 
L/Cpl. Sale and Ptes. "Dolly" Gray and "Ginger" 
Harris. The last three being sadly missed in football 
circles, both in the Company and Battalion Teams. 
Sgt. Dodson had to use all his willpower to stop himself 
from signing on. We are told that Pte. Harris's hair 
has grown three inches since leaving. However, good 
luck and good health to you blokes wherever you are. 
Drop us a line. 

Towards the middle of the month all our officers, 
with the exception of the Company Commander, seemed 
to disappear on odd jobs but the idea seems to be that 
a new flock will be arriving early in June per H.M.T. 
Dunera. We hear a sigh of relief from the "Inner 
Sanctum". 

With Headquarters moving to Stanley Barracks and 
"A" and "D" being left to endure the horrors of Hong 
Kong at Murray Barracks, the Company finds itself with 
all sorts of odd attached. Some Pioneers, half the 
I Section, Regimental Police, and even the B.O.R. 
staff, one of whom Was mistaken the other day for a 
soldier. We hope you boys enjoy being with us, and 
don't be afraid of us, deep down inside of us all we are 
as kind and gentle as little lambs. 

Sport is rather finished now, because of the weather, 
which makes swimming a more appropriate pastime. 
We still have the odd hockey match when we can see 
through the rain. It hasn't been a very good month 
for us either, "C" Company won the League Football 
Shield. Efforts are being made to establish indoor 
games and such games as Tennis, Badminton and 
Squash. These are being designed to stop us all from 
getting too fat on the luxuries of the Colony. 

"B" Company 
Here is our first report from Stanley Barracks, and 

if we can get it through the clouds we hope to have it 
published. Last time we went to press we were winding 
up at Lyemun Barracks, which we did very successfully, 
thanks to the great efforts of C/Sgt. Day, whose motto 
these days is "Semper Violinis", or "Always a Fiddle". 

On May 6th, together with H.Q. Company, we marched 
to our present abode" from Lyemun. The weather was 
very hot, but in spite of this we made it in record time. 

For a change, we have more or less spacious accom
modation here, which pleases our assistant, temporary, 
unpaid, unwanted, selfimposed armourer, "Chindit" 
Webb, who, by the way, is still in fine voice, but firmly 
refuses to enter the ring again. Pte. Chambers has 
taken over Armourer from "Nobby" Moggridge, who 
caught the last boat home for release. Best of luck, 
Nobby ! 

"Titch" Ford still pounds the keys of his infernal 
machine and nobody has yet discovered why they 
can't use it without leaving two spaces between each 
letter. Pte. Gimson (Jack), his able assistant, types out 
Detail occasionally, but when he finishes it he has to 
add seven to the date. 

The storeman, Pte. "Pat" Patrick remains in the 
thick of things, but we're not sure whether he helps or 
hinders the "Q" ! Anyhow, he has taken up chanting 
in Urdu and we are told he was once in India ! ! 
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< C '  C O M P A N Y  F O O T B A L L  T E A M .  
Winners InterCompany Football Shield. Hongkong 1947 

Left to Right. 
Back Row Pte. Everett, Cpl. Russell, Pte. Greenaway, Pte. MunchKnudsen, Pte. Jensen. 
Centre Pte. Pickering, L/C Lewis, Pte. Castle, Pte. Elliott, Pte. O'Shea. 
Kneeling Pte. Pearce, Pte. Cushway. 

Captain "Mike" Barton, "G.10", left us for repat. in 
the middle of May, and his successor, Captain Russel, 
left for release two weeks later. Best of luck to both of 
them, especially to Captain Barton, who has only 
another seven years to serve. 

The Acting C.S.M. (Sgt. Rose) says that if he had been 
driven crazy by exCommando Orderly Sergeant Cpl. 
Bradford, then his bearer sprays himself with Eau de 
Cologne. We always wonder why Sgt. Rose's bearer 
smells peculiar. 

Six Platoon have just returned from their second 
stay at Stanley Jail, lasting for one month. This time 
they had four condemned men to watch, one of whom 
was in charge of the Jail during the Jap occupation of 
Hong Kong. The infamous Col. Noma was hanged 
just before they left and six of the harder cases of the 
Platoon had the job of feeding him to the fish, roughly 
three miles off shore. He was sewn up in canvas and 
weighted with scrap iron and according to Cpl. "Wally" 
Burr, he was a very poor swimmer. 

L/Cpl. Jimmy Sutton, of Six Platoon, has just received 
his second tape. We heartily congratulate him and 
wish him the best of luck in "D" Company. 

In the world of sport we must congratulate Pte. 
R. Smith, who was selected to swim for the Army 
against the Y.M.C.A., and was also chosen for the 
Army water polo team, scoring the only two goals in 
the match. Congratulations also to Pte. Nielsen, who 
cleared 5 ft. 3 ins. high jumping at the Albuhera Day 
Athletic Meeting, to 2/Lt. Broadley, winning the Hong 

Kong InterService 440 yards in 56 sees., to Pte. Bunting 
and Cpl. Nichols, gaining their places in H.Q. Land 
Forces Cricket Eleven, and finally to Pte. Nettleship and 
L/Cpl. Andreasen, obtaining their places in the Battalion 
Football Team. 

"C" Company. 
The Company has now settled down in Stanley 

Barracks and started on an alternate programme of one 
week's training and one week's guard duties. There 
have been one or two schemes under Major Edlmann, 
during which Mother Nature managed to dampen our 
clothes if not our spirits. 

May 16th dawned bright and sunny for Albuhera 
Day and the Battalion Sports Meeting proved a great 
success. The whole proceedings were judged on a team 
basis, which increased the competitive spirit tenfold.* 
The Company gained third place, which, all things 
considered, was a good effort. 

All track events, save the Mile and the Three Mile 
were relay races, so some two weeks prior to the meeting * 
the Company representatives went into full training. 
The correct way to handle the baton was ably taught 
us by Major Edlmann, and this helped us immensely, 
for by carrying out his instructions we won the thrilling 
440 yards Relay. In this race Pte. McGillicuddy, Cpl. 
Noble and Pte. Eliasen kept up well, but a perfect 
handover by Pte. Eliasen to Pte. Castle gave the latter 
a lead, which indeed increased to win in comparative 
comfort. 
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The Three Mile Race was held in the morning, the 
team consisting of 2/Lt. RockDeBesombes, Ptes. 
Duffy, Heathfield and Morris. It was a warm morning 
and the runners did not seem over keen to start off on 
their Marathon ! ! ! 2/Lt. Rock came first, covering the 
distance in 17 minutes 38 seconds, Pte. Duffy came in 
fifth, and Morris and Heathfield (who had been all but 
detailed to compete !) filled the last two places. 

We did well in the Relay races, taking third place in 
the Half Mile, Mile, and Medley Relay Races, and 
finishing up second in the Two Mile Relay. We came 
first in the Mile Team Race, Pte. MunchKnudsen, 
2/Lt. Rock, Ptes. Castle and Ansfield taking third, 
fourth, fifth and seventh places respectively. Major 
Edlmann had an exhausting day, having to compete in 
three events, and all of them in the afternoon. Ptes. 
Larsen and Duffy represented the Company in the 
"Discus", which they won, Larsen throwing 92| feet 
and Duffy 61 feet 3 inches. Larsen is to be congratulated 
in addition as being the individual winner in "Putting 
the Shot", his distance being 32 feet. inches, but as 
a team the Company gained second place in this event. 

Mrs. Edlmann gave away the prizes, which was a 
fitting end to an enjoyable sports meeting. 

After this the whole Company migrated to the 
Regimental Institute at Stanley to participate in an 
evening of excellent fellowship. Vast quantities of the 
national beverage were disposed of and many raucous 
choruses could be heard throughout the length and 
breadth of the island. The following morning a few 
bleary eyes were noticeable ! ! ! 

During the last month we have had to say Goodbye 
to a number of personalities whom we shall miss. 
These include L/Cpl. Elliott (Chick to you), our Company 
Armourer and "Footer Ref.", Pte. Castle (Chindit), 
Games Storeman and Captain of our Championship
winning football team, Ptes. O'Connor (Padre), 
Blackwell (Blackie) and Lebourn, all of these on release. 
We wish them all the very best and a happy voyage 
home. We have also lost L/Cpl. Olsen, who on pro
motion has been transferred to "D" Company. 

Finally, we are very proud of our latest acquisition— 
the Battalion InterCompany Football Shield, which 
the Commanding Officer presented to the Company on 
parade. Our team, which won this for us, was composed 
as follows : Goalkeeper—Pte. Greenaway ; Backs— 
Ptes. Pearce and Elliott ; Halfbacks—Ptes. Castle 
(Captain), Everett and Cpl. Russell ; Forwards—Ptes. 
O'Shea, MunchKundsen, Cushway, L/Cpl. Lewis and 
Pte. Pickering. Pte. T. Jensen also played in other 
matches. 

Other Companies please note ! We intend to keep 
this Shield ! 

"D" Company. 
This month has seen many changes to "D" Company 

caused by the departure of many familiar faces. Our 
own Company Commander, Captain "King" Cole, left 
us on the Strathnaver ; we were all sorry to see him go 
and are sure he, too, felt the same way. Major Majendie 
arrived on May 5th to take over the Company and we 
all give him a hearty welcome and hope that his stay 
with the Company will be a happy one. Others to 
leave us for Blighty were C/Sgt. "Smudger" Smith, 
Sgts. Ellis and Webber, L/Cpl. Sheard and Pte. Dunning ; 
to all of them, wherever they may go, good luck. We 
were lucky to have C/Sgt. Pawley posted to us on his 
arrival from U.K. and feel that our fears on the "Q" 
side will only be little ones. Another arrival has been 
a very big one (in stature), Sgt. Dickson. 

The three main events of the month have been, 
chronologically, the Memorial Service for King Christian 
of Denmark, the Albuhera Day Sports, and the guard of 
honour for the departure of H.E. the Governor. 

For the Memorial Service, the whole Company was on 
parade, 2/Lt. Baker carrying the Regimental Colours. 
The Parade and Service were most impressive and we 
hope they may express to our many Danes the very 
deep sympathy which we feel for them over the death 
of their King. 

The Albuhera Day Sports were a triumph for the 
Company, who returned from the brack the proud (and 
worthy) holders of the Battalion Athletic Shield, won 
by \2\ points from "A" Company. Every member of 
the team is to be congratulated, as they put all they had 
into the meeting and proved the value of good team 
work. Pte. (now L/Cpl.) Shaw ran two splendid half 
miles and Munchin two good 220s ; L/Cpl. Killian was 
second in the Javelin after three very good throws. 
Our threemile team (Thompson 007, Moore, Wray and 
2/Lt. Baker) proved the value of good team work by 
finishing 5th, 6th, 8th and 9th, thus winning the event. 
Pte. Jensen (now L/Cpl. Jensen) was mainly responsible 
for our winning the Long Jump, while Major Majendie 
and Cpl. Arrowsmith were the main cause of our victory 
in the Hop, Step and Jump. We also won the Tug
ofWar, for victory most credit must go to the coaching 
and enthusiasm of Pte. Acott, who also with Pte. Povey 
repeated his victory of the Company Sports in the 
Threelegged Race/ It is really invidious to have 
mentioned any names after a team victory ; those who 
have not been mentioned, whether winners or losers, 
all did their share towards our victory. The evening 
was spent in celebrating at a "Freeforall" (not the 
outdoor with mountaincrossing) in the messroom ; by 
the end of the evening the scrunch of feet on broken 
glass reminded one of the streets of London after a 
night of blitz, but everyone enjoyed themselves. 

And so back to the routine of guards, which now at 
least are only thrust upon us for a week at a time 
followed by a week of training. The weather is still our 
biggest enemy, but many of us, too, have rather pale 
memories of a little 1,000 ft. high hill called Jardine s 
Lookout", the sight of which apparently made our 
Company Commander think we were mountain goats ; 
we did a pretty fair imitation of them, although doubt 
whether such animals employ some of the languages 
which were heard on the steeper slopes. Now, as the 
sun is making its first appearances for some days (six 
inches of rain the day before yesterday) it is time to 
try and get some of our clothes dry before the rain 
starts again ; talking about rain in U.K. last winter— 
you should come to sunny H.K. for the summer. 

Correspondence.—Continued from pugs 195 

I joined the 2nd Battalion, The Buffs, in 1937 and 
served in England and France until I was taken a 
prisoner at Merris. 

It may interest some readers to know that I was in 
the Army CrossCountry Running Team and hold the 
19371938 Championship, also Young Soldiers and 
Command Championship, Borden Camp. 

I was very pleased to read of my old comrade, 
C.Q.M.S. Pearcy, who is still upholding The Buffs 
ability for running. 

I should be very pleased to hear from any Buffs 
that were running with me. 

R. J. GRAHAM, 
Ex-Batman, 857465. 
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Beneath Bell Harry. 
T ULY and the begin
^ ning of August 
brought a series of 
momentous events, to
gether with social 
activities on a scale 
reminiscent of happier 
days. 

The outstanding oc
casion as far as The 
Buffs were concerned 
was the Trooping of 
the Colours of the 1st 
Battalion on August 
1st, prior to their 
laying up in the Depot, 

of which a detailed account appears elsewhere 
in this issue. Suffice it to say that the perfect 
weather, the large and distinguished crowd of 
spectators, and the drill and bearing of those 
who took part, all combined to make it a 
ceremony which will live long in the memories 
of those who saw it. After the parade, 400 
guests were entertained to lunch in the New 
Gymnasium while the Band played on the 
lawn outside. 

Hardly were these festivities over when 
Cricket Week began, and a memorable week 
it turned out to be. The weather once more 
excelled itself, and the cricket throughout was 
of the best Festival vintage, the only slight 
misfortune being that Hampshire failed to 
make the first match last more than two days. 
They did, however, produce some very lively 
batting before they went under. 

The Middlesex match, which followed the 
Hampshire game, was one of the most dramatic 
seen on the St. Lawrence Ground for years, 
swinging first one way, then the other, with Kent 
finally fighting to avoid defeat during extra 
time, having at one time seemed almost certain 
winners. Compton, Edrich, Robertson, Fagg, 
Wright, Valentine and Pawson all performed 
noble feats in a match which was of the highest 
standard throughout. 

All this took place in front of a record crowd, 
and The Buffs enclosure, larger this year than 
ever, had as many visitors as in prewar years. 

It must have given great satisfaction to 
General Scarlett, who is President of the 
K.C.C.C. this season, that such a successful 
Festival took place during his tenure of office. 

The Old Stagers performed once more in the 
Cavalry Theatre during the week, The Buffs 
being presented by Major Edmeades and Major 

Plumptre, who as two of the three Shabby 
Fellows in the alehouse scene in She Stoops to 
Conquer, presented a very different appearance 
to their normal immaculate selves ; Major 
Tomlinson and General Scarlett, who as 
President of the K.C.C.C. carried the banner in 
the Epilogue. v 

The Epilogue, witty and topical as ever, was 
entitled "Two Pence Coloured", and concluded 
with a remarkable dance called the Kentish 
Hop, of the same general nature as the Lambeth 
Walk. 

On August 5th, S.S.A.F.A. held a Cricket 
Week Ball in the New Gymnasium, at which 
3 P.T.C. and Depot The Buffs were well
represented and which, judging by the crowd, 
must have benefited their funds considerably. 
During the evening Lieut.Colonel Parry won 
a bottle of gin in a raffle drawn by his wife, a 
coincidence which caused a certain amount of 
comment, but we are assured that everything 
was in order. 

Sunday, August 10th was Remembrance 
Day, and 400 Past and Present members of 
the Regiment paraded on the Old Depot Parade 
Ground and marched to the Cathedral, where 
the service, which was conducted by the Dean 
and at which the Rev. G. Suthers gave the 
address, was attended by 1,600 people. The 
seating arrangements and general handling of 
this multitude bore tribute to the organising 
genius of Major Dare, who was in charge, and 
the impressive service was made even more 
beautiful by the magnificent playing of the 
Band under Bandmaster Salmon. 

After the service, the parade reformed and 
marched back to the Depot, and they and 
numerous others invaded the Depot Cricket 
Ground, where refreshments both liquid and 
solid and music by the Band provided a con
genial background for the reunions and 
reminiscing, which by no means ended with 
the setting of the sun. Those of greatest 
stamina migrated from, the cricket ground to 
the taverns that line Military Road, and not till 
a very late hour did the last Buff turn his steps 
homewards. 

In the midst of all these events, certain staff 
changes have taken place, Captain L. G. 
Warren having arrived to take over H.Q. 
Company from Captain J. W. Taylor, who is 
shortly due to retire. The latter, fortunately, 
will stay with us as Administrative Officer at 
the Depot. 

To the regret of all, R.S.M. Brophy left us on 
August 1st on retirement, his last parade most 
appropriately being the Trooping of the 
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Colours, to the success of which his ability and 
perseverance had contributed so much, and 
which was a fitting climax to a long and 
honourable career. 

All ranks will wish him the very best of luck, 
particularly those of us who have had the task 
of launching No. 3 P.T.C. on its career, and 
know how much the successful launching owes 
to him. 

He is succeeded by R.S.M. Cummings. 

Depot. 
The beginning of August has heralded in a new era 

for the Regiment. Our 1st Battalion has now gone into 
abeyance, leaving us with the 2nd Battalion, under 
Lt.Col. Bruce, the Training Company at Shorncliffe 
and the P.T.C. and Depot at Canterbury. For the first 
time since the unsettlement of the war years we at 
Canterbury really feel that once more we are the home 
of the Regiment. 

August 1st, that day which will live in our memories 
for many years to come, when the 1st Battalion Colours 
were handed over to us for safe custody until such time 
as the Battalion shall be reformed, was an unqualified 
success. Everybody worked hard and did their share. 
Fortunately it was a bright, sunny day and a large 
number of guests arrived to see the Trooping of the 
Colours. The Colonel of the Regiment, who inspected 
the parade and took the salute, gave an inspiring 
address, reminding us of the great things the 1st Battalion 
and Regiment had achieved in the past and expressing 
the wish that all Buffs, wherever situated, would 
maintain the great traditions of the Regiment. 

The 1st Battalion silver, stored away for safety 
during the war, was laid out in all its splendour in front 
of the saluting base. Flanked by two N.C.O.s in full 
dress uniform, it presented a truly magnificent spectacle. 
The hearts of all Buffs, both young and old, must surely 
have been gladdened by this great occasion. Indeed,, 
it is now safe to say that the home of The Buffs is well 
established in the New Infantry and Chaucer Barracks— 
long may it remain there. 

The Canterbury Cricket Week was held under 
glorious blue skies on the St. Lawrence Ground. The 
only happening to mar the occasion was the fact that 
Kent defeated Hampshire by an innings with a day to 
spare and so we were deprived of a day's cricket. We 
were fully compensated for this by the grand cricket 
Kent and Middlesex presented in the latter half of the 
Week. A faultless 164 by Fagg and grand centuries by 
Robertson, Edrich and D. Compton gave us great 
pleasure to watch and the fielding by Brown (of 
Middlesex) on the boundary was superb. Many old 
friends were reunited during the week and the luncheons, 
teas and bar were a great success. 

On Sunday, August 10th, the Remembrance Service 
was held in the Cathedral, followed by a march past of 
parties from the P.T.C., Shorncliffe Training Company 
and the many Past and Present Branches. The Colonel 
of the Regiment took the salute. The Service was a 
fitting tribute to the fallen of the Regiment and the 
Band, under Bandmaster Salmon, played Chopin's 
Marche Funebre with great feeling and solemnity.^ In 

the afternoon, after all the Buff visitors had quenched 
their thirst, they were entertained to the sight of the 
Depot beating Caxton House Cricket Club by 2 wickets. 

The Depot Sergeants' Mess had many visitors during 
the Sunday, among them being Lieut.Colonel Vaughan, 
Captain Jock Emery, Major Harry Jackson, R.S.M. 
Trice and a host of others. It is said that Sgt. Joe 
Richards put away thirty pints. He is now working 
with the Foreign Office in Germany and while he was 
refreshing himself .he entertained everybody with highly 
colourful and interesting stories of life in Germany 
today ! 

Sergeants' Mess. 
The last month has been a period of comings and 

goings, commencing with the* Trooping of the Colours 
of the 1 st Battalion which have been laid up for the 
period while the Battalion is in "Suspended Animation' . 
As a great many old 1st Battalion officers and men 
came to see the ceremony, especially on the day of the 
Trooping, the sight of oljd faces once more in the Mess 
made a pleasant and enjoyable day which will be well 
remembered. To mention all by name is, of course, 
impossible, but in these notes at least let it be said on 
behalf of us all how pleased we were to see such a 
splendid assembly of old friends. We were particularly 
pleased to see the grand old fellows of the Chelsea 
Hospital in our midst and also Nobby Clark once more. 
When one realises that the youngest of these old 
veterans is well turned seventy and were in the Regiment 
long before most of us were thought of, serving in places 
like Africa and in campaigns three generations ago, it 
helps us to realise what the words of the Regimental 
Motto mean and how the Regiment is steeped in 
tradition. 

The following weekend saw another reunion in even 
greater strength, the Annual Day of Remembrance. 
To this from all over the country came the old soldiers 
of the Regiment to attend the Service at the Cathedral 
and afterwards at the Mess to talk over old times and 
renew old friendships. What a story could be written 
around just a few of these old exploits were they just 
woven together and printed. Old R.S.M.s, C.S.M.s 
and Sergeants, whose names have become legends in 
the Regiment, were there laughing and chatting over 
old times. . 

In the Mess itself we have lost another old soldier in 
R.S.M. Brophy. After twentyseven years in the 
Regular Army he has been replaced by R.S.M. 
Cummings, to whom we extend a warm welcome and 
hope he will have a happy tour of duty with the 
Regiment. 

R.S.M. Brophy will be well remembered by old 
1st Battalion and prewar 2nd Battalion N.C.O.s and 
men. He was sent to the Indian Small Arms School as 
an instructor and became known from that time on by 
the 1st Battalion as "Ahmednagar Joe" ; there was 
not much about the Vickers Gun that anyone could 
tell him at that time. In 1936 the reorganisation of 
the Army left us as a rifle battalion and so C.S.M. 
Brophy, as he was by then, came home to England to 
take over H.Q. Wing of the 2nd Battalion. By then the 
war was almost on us and when it came he went overseas 
with the 2nd Battalion to%France. Here he did much 
to organise life in the Mess which he always managed 
to somehow find a place for and maintain for the long 
nine months of dreary digging and French roadmaking 
which all units in France spent their time on prior to 
real action. When the action came he proved himself 
as gallant as he was industrious on the Battalion's 
behalf and, with the Colonel, Lieut.Colonel G. Hamilton^, 
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fought out the 2nd Battalion's last stand on the Belgian 
Border when the remnants of the unit were completely 
surrounded by large numbers of the enemy. In this 
action he was wounded in the foot and was finally taken 
prisoner whilst attempting to break out of an impossible 
position with the wounded, in a truck. He was 
Mentioned in Despatches for his services. We are sorry 
to lose him and wish him the very best in civilian life. 

In conclusion, we welcome Sgt. Payne, Sgt. Davis and 
Sgt. Browning on promotion to the Mess and at the 
same time congratulate them on their promotion. 

NEWS FLASH.—Contact C.S.M.I. Firth for information 
on bicycling to new conquests. 

H.Q. Company. 
It is with regret that the Company has to record the 

loss of Captain J. W. Taylor, who handed over his 
command at the end of July. He is not, however, lost 
entirely to the unit as he still retains his appointment of 
M.T. Officer until discharge. 

A new face is now seen on the financial side of the pay 
table. Captain J. L. G. Warren,date of the 4th Battalion, 
has taken over the duties of Company Commander and 
also those of Welfare Officer. We wish him success in 
his new appointments. 

Another loss to the Company and even greater to the 
Unit is that of R.S.M. Brophy. After long and creditable 
service with the Regiment he leaves for a civilian life. 

The departure of Sgt. Evans and Sgt. Sherratt must 
also be noted. The former has been Education Instructor 
to the Unit for several months, and will be well remem
bered for his sarcasm and disgust at never finding 
anyone in the Unit interested in the history of Ancient 
Greece. He is now replaced by Sgt. Few, while Sgt. 
Carter fills the vacancy in the P.S.O.'s Department. 

August 1st dawned bright and clear, with expressions 
of misgiving on the faces of those honoured to be on the 
Colour Trooping parade. Everything went with a swing 
and the day finished with many signs of relief, and much 
quaffing of ale. 

While on the subject of beer, it is on record that Cpl. 
Jack Beach and his dog may be seen any evening at 
9.30 proceeding to the "White Swan". Where they go 
after that remains a mystery. We hear rumours about 
an antique shop. . . . 

H.Q. Company were well represented in the crowds 
at Canterbury Cricket Week. For several days the sole 
topic of conversation in the Company lines was the rival 
merits of the teams engaged. In the Pay Office and 
Stores, where the staff took an hour or so off from the 
Cricket Ground to catch up with their work, several 
violent arguments raged between the Middlesex and 
Kent supporters. Pte. Bigg, the overworked supplier 
of denims and coir, has startled visitors by his attempt 
to grow a fullset on his jowl. That is the impression 
received, but Bigg insists the modern type of razor 
blade is not strong enough to touch his masculine 
growth. He is saving up to buy a blow lamp so that he 
can have a clean shave once in a while. 

To his known ability as an acrobatic dancer, C.Q.M.S. 
Maxwell can now add the birth of a heavyweight 
daughter weighing 1\ lbs., who will rejoice in the 
charming modern names of Lizzie Martha Sophia. She 
will no doubt inherit her father's dexterity and thus 
avoid the complications of such an imposing array of 
names. C.Q.M.S. Maxwell is now busily engaged in 
practicing the Night Nip and Perambulator Pa4dle. 

News from the Telephone Exchange. Success has 
finally been achieved in getting Pte. Jenner on R.S.M.'s 
Drill Parade. L/Cpl. Sumner was also warned for 
parade, but at the crucial moment acquired a boil and 
beat Jenner to the sick report by a matter of seconds. 
The writer understands that an infallible scheme is being 
hatched to parade the switchboard operators at more 
frequent intervals.' 

Officers' Mess Blues may now be seen proudly sported 
by Pte. Daniels in the streets of Canterbury. It has 
been rumoured that his investment in this nice new 
suit is quite a sound financial proposition. Pte. Haylett, 
doubtless due to overwork, is becoming more and more 
short tempered with his mates and has even started 
being rude to his cousin, Bill Irvine. The writer, not 
being acquainted with the batmen, refrains from 
comment. 

Watch this column next month for a full report on 
the activities of H.Q. Company personnel on the 
Remembrance Day celebrations. 

No. 1 Company. 
Since our last issue many grey hairs have grown in 

No. 1 Company. After rehearsing for six weeks, the 
Trooping of the Colour was done practically without a 
hitch, and the three days August leave afterwards was 
very welcome. 

The Company is now well back into it's stride with 
yet another timing for Arms Drill. 

A great job of work is being done by that unique 
Sergeant, Bert Killick, who, much refreshed after 28 
days end of war leave, has settled down remarkably 
well as C.O.S. He recently found he had 411 beds on 
parade and seven G.S.C. recruits with broken springs ! ! 

C/Sgt. Laker has at last struck himself off the 
Inventory Board and is taking a welldeserved leave, 
making up for some of the sleep he has lost keeping the 
Company on it's feet. 

^ Cpl. Davies, having successfully completed an eight
~ weeks' course at Hythe, has got his long promised and 

well earned promotion to Sergeant—congratulations 
"Pete". 

Nosher "59 group" Brown having drunk all the beer 
in Canterbury is now on leave in London, making the 
most of his freedom before being entangled in the meshes 
of wedlock. 

The Pay Office is gradually getting more like a 
barrack room since the clerks have had to hang up their 
kit. To tell the difference one needs either experience 
in blancoing, or the knowledge that N.A.A.F.I. does 
not sell green brasso. 

At last we have lost George Callaghan, who is now in 
Depot Company. With demob, very close, George is 
believed to be making plans to go to a place called 
Scaracoo with his mate Von Heitmann ! ! 

The new storeman, "Smudger" Smith, is always 
being chased by L/Cpl. Durham, who is starting a 
salvage dump on his own, of Libby's Milk tins. 

L/Cpl. "Swede" Frazer is, surprisingly, still with us, 
and looks like remaining for at least another fortnight. 

J.M. 

No. 2 Company. 
The last month has been marked by three outstanding 

events, each of which has had its effect on the Company. 

Concluded on page v. 
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Beneath Bell Harry—Continued from page 206. 

Our energies were directed first of all to the Trooping 
of the Colours Parade held on August 1st. The Company 
was well represented—Lieut. D. P. R. Barrett and 
Lieut. J. R. B. MorganGrenville received the Colours 
from the 1st Battalion Colour Party into the safe 
keeping of the Depot. Major Plumptre commanded the 
Escort to the Colours, and Captain Papworth and Lieut. 
Kerby were the Officers of No. 2 Guard. Sgt. Pendle 
and Cpl. Mannering, dressed in Peacetime Reds, stood 
guarding the silver of the 1st Battalion in front of the 
Saluting Base. 

On August 2nd Canterbury Cricket Week started and 
for the next week the Company Officers could be seen 
making their . daily pilgrimage to the Buffs tent to 
"watch the cricket"—or did they ? Anyhow, there 
was a fair amount of counterattraction to divert the 
gaze. 

The final milestone was Remembrance Sunday, when 
once again Sgt. Pendle and Cpl. Mannering, dressed in 
red, stood on Guard in front of the Book of Life. 

There has been little coming or going in the Company. 
Our only new arrival is Sgt. Knight, who has just come 
home from the 1st Battalion in Greece, and whom we 
welcome into the Company. Sgt. Pendle has now left 
us and is in H.Q. Company in the W.T. Office. Cpls. 
Browning and Payne are to be congratulated on their 
promotion to Sergeants, 
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The Past and Present Association. 
Headquarters : DEPOT, THE BUFFS. 
Telephone : CANTERBURY 2513. 

Secretary : MAJOR A. J. PEARETH. 

Branch 
1. 2nd Bn. The Buffs 
2. 4th Bn. The Buffs 
3. ASHFORD 

4. LONDON 

5. DOVER 

6. WEALD 

7. MEDWAY 

8. SITTINGBOURNE 

9. RAMSGATE 

10. MARGATE 

11. HYTHE 

12. CANTERBURY 

(a) Heme Bay 
SubBranch 

13. FOLKESTONE 

14. SANDWICH 

15. DEAL 

16. FAVERSHAM 

Chairman 
SecondinCommand 
SecondinCommand 
Mr. H. Barnes 

Lt.Col. J. R. P.Williams, 
M.B.E. 

Mr. M. Hart 

Col. E. B. Burns, T.D. 

Mr. F. C. Cox 

Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., 
T.D. 

Mr. E. H. Swendell 

Capt. J. Tilleard 

Captain D. V. Coote 

Mr. L. F. Parratt 

Mr. J. M. Miller 

Lt.Col. C. E. Wilson, 
M.B.E. 

Lt.Col. J. R. Willows 

Major H. Jackson 

BRANCHES 
Secretary 

R.S.M. 
R.S.M. 
Mr. W. Earl, 132 Osborne Rd., 

Willesborough, Ashford 
Mr. E. Gould,51a Lincolis Inn 

Fields, London, W.C.2 

Mr. C. Collins, " Haven 
Meadway, Minnis Lane, 
Dover 

Capt. E. Boulding, Windyridge, 
Sandhurst, Hawkhurst 

Mr. A. J. Moorey, 21 Kitchener 
Avenue, Chatham, Kent 

Mr. R. H. J. Russell, 157 Short
lands Road, Sittingbourne 

Mr. B. E. Knott, 33 Brunswick 
Street, Ramsgate 

Mr. H. Ingram, 44 Selborne Rd., 
Margate 

Mr. J. E. Down, 15 Cobden Rd., 
Hythe 

Major A. J. Peareth, Depot, 
The Buffs, Canterbury 

Capt. H. F. Whitfield, Eddington 
House, Heme Bay 

Mr. T. Fordred, 49 Downs 
Road, Folkestone 

Mr. H. Thirst, 21 Laburnum 
Avenue, Sandwich 

Mr. W. F. Oram, 344 Middle 
Deal Road, Deal 

Capt. J. Green, Boughton House 
Nr. Faversham 

GROUPS. 
(a) Dover, Folkestone, Hythe, Deal 
(b) Ramsgate, Sandwich, Margate 
(c) Canterbury, Ashford, Weald 
(d) Medway, Sittingbourne, Faversham 

LADIES' GUILD. 
President : HON. MRS. P. G. SCARLETT 

Meeting Dates and Places 

First Saturday in each month, 
Invicta Hotel, 7 p.m. 

Third Saturday in each month, 
Prince Alfred Restaurant, 
Tufton Street, Westminster, 
7.30 p.m. 

First Thursday in eaeh month, 
" Eagle Hotel", London 
Road, Dover, 7.45 p.m. 

Last Saturday in each month, 
The Brickmakers' Arms, 
Wyles Street, Gillingham, 
7.30 p.m. 

Second Friday in each month, r» 
Drill Hall, East St., 7.30 p.m. 

Third Friday in each month, 
Freemason's Tavern, Rams
gate, 8 p.m. y 

First Wednesday in each month, 
The George and Dragon, 
8 p.m. 

Last Saturday in each month, 
British Legion Hut, 7.30 p.m. 

First Friday in each month, 
Rhodaus Town, Canterbury, 
8 p.m. 

Second Tuesday in each month, 
Druid's Head, High Street, 
8 p.m. 

Second Tuesday in each month, 
Drill Hall, Shellons St., 8 p.m. 

Quarterly, Ship Inn, 8 p.m. 

First Thursday in each month, 
The Limes, Preston St. 7.30 
p.m. 

Branch 
London 
Dover 
Folkestone 
Deal 
Medway 
Ashford 

Chairman 
Mrs. D. E. Spinner 
Mrs. J. Crookenden, J.P. 
Mrs. R. G. Wood, J.P. 
Mrs. East 
Mrs. KingHolt 
Mrs. King 

Secretary 
Mrs. M. Lamb 
Mrs. J. Moyes 
Mrs. K. Mantell 
Mrs. G. Maxted 
Mrs. M. Sellens 
Mrs. L. Hale 
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How to get "The Dragon" 
IpOR those wishing to receive the Paper direct through 

the post each month, the rates of subscriptions are : 
1 year, 8/. 6 months, 4/. 3 months, 2/. 

Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot the 
Buffs, Canterbury. 

25 YEARS OF CATERING FOR 
CANTERBURY AND GARRISON 
We have seen the change from large families 

and large joints, 
To small families and smaller joints, 
To rationing and even smaller joints. 
We make it our constant endeavour to help 

you through the week, 
And guarantee your Sunday joint, large or 

small. 

:: FAMILY BUTCHER :: 

Sausage 
Our well 

Established 
Speciality 

F. R. BEANEY , „ 
. (EXBUFF) * 

22a MILITARY ROAD, Extensive 
CANTERBURY Refrigeration 

Telephone 2827 

The best insurance against 
pain, against upset nerves, feverish colds 
and the many discomforts and troubles 
associated with hot weather, is to have 
'ASPRO' always on hand. 'ASPRO' will 
help you in so many ways—it loses no 
cime in getting quickly to work. This is 
so because after ingestion in the system it 
acts as an analgesic or paindispelier, 
an antipyretic (fever reducer) and a 
sedative, bringing sleep to the sleepless ; 
yet it does not create any craving or habit ; ,,a.... 

the heart or stomach. In time of emergency 'ASPRO' will 
come to your rescue, bringing swift relief. You'll prove, 
as millions have proved, that 

it does not harm 

$ 9̂ / 
ASPRO' For Nerve Troubles Obtainable 

20 Brake Road, Moss, 
Dear Sirs, Nr. Wrexham, Wales. 

. . . I still keep on the business and very 
pleased to say I have a good sale for 'ASPROS' 
which are wonderful indeed. I don't know what 

should do without them. Before taking 
ASPROS' I could hardly move about or write 

with Neuritis. Now I am wonderful. I recom
mend them to all cases of Neuritis and Nerve 
Troubles. G. C. HENSHELL. 

from your 
N.A.A.F.I. 

CANTEEN 
Made by 

ASPRO LTD. 
Slough, Bucks 

HAWKES & Co., Ltd. 
MILITARY TAILORS SINCE 1771 

Uniforms Made to Measure 
Regimental Tailors to 

or for Immediate Wear 
THE BUFFS 
.  a t  Competitive Prices 

1  SAVILE ROW, LONDON,  W. l  
68  HIGH STREET,  CAMBERLEY 
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kSr *1 TYPEWRITERS,  Telephone 2107 Established 1818 TYPEWRITERS,  
GIBBS and SONS FOR SALE OR HIRE 

G E N E R A L  P R I N T E R S  Typewriters Repaired 

A L L  C L A S S E S  O F  
MILITARY PRINTING 
EXECUTED AT SHORT H. J. GOULDEN, Ltd. 

NOTICE CANTERBURY AND DOVER 

BALANCE SHEETS POSTERS 
PROGRAMMES 

SPORTS FIXTURE CARDS 

Telephone 2785 

FRANK J .  SANGERS 
(EX BUFFS) 

«» 
PRINTERS OF THIS JOURNAL 
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«» 

PRINTERS OF THIS JOURNAL 
LICENSED DEALER IN GAME 

E S T I M A T E S  G I V E N  You can rely upon the 

16 Orange Street, Canterbury 
%  P R I V A T E  T R A D E R  

for Value, Courtesy and Service 

114 NORTHGATE St., CANTERBURY 114 NORTHGATE St., CANTERBURY 

HP 
i 

By Appointment 

To the Late King George V J. H. & J. BROOKE, Ltd. 
Established 1799 Wine Merchants 

LONDON 
27 CLEMENTS LANE, E.C.4 

Telephone: MANslon House, 5301 (3 lines) 

FOLKESTONE 
134 SANDGATE ROAD 
Telephone: Folkestone 3123 (2 iines) 

HYTHE 
78 HIGH STREET 
Telephone : Hythe 6301 
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CcuLt" tb . .  j H f c  

fiffiif IP 
Uniform & Equipment  

CAMBRIDGE CIRCUS ! |  
LONDON  W.C.2 

VYESON 
G/oee/p Pikee 181? 
BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY 

CIVIL & MILITARY TAILORS 
COMPLETE OUTFITTERS 

TELEPHONE 
2566 CLOTHES WHICH BEAR THE 

AUTHORITATIVE STAMP OF 
QUALITY IN EVERY DETAIL 

CUT & MADE ON THE PREMISES 

WARRENS (CANTERBURY) LTD. 

14/16 SUN STREET CANTERBURY. 

CIVIL & MILITARY TAILORS 
COMPLETE OUTFITTERS 

TELEPHONE 
2566 CLOTHES WHICH BEAR THE 

AUTHORITATIVE STAMP OF 
QUALITY IN EVERY DETAIL 

CUT & MADE ON THE PREMISES 

WARRENS (CANTERBURY) LTD. 

14/16 SUN STREET CANTERBURY. 

TROPHIES 
DESIGNED & MADE BY CRAFTSMEN 
For threequarters of a century the name 
F. PHILLIPS has been synonymous with 
Trophies representing artistic perfection as well 
as sound economy. Cups, Shields, Medals, etc., 
are supplied from stock, or to special design? 

Quotations gladly submitted. 

F. PHILLIPS, 
(F. PHILLIPS and R. A. GARRATT) 

Wellington Street, Aldershot 

FOR : : : : 

ACCURACY IN DISPENSING 
AND :  :  :  :  

RELIABILITY IN ALL MEDICAL 
AND SURGICAL GOODS 

oo 

WALKER & HARRIS, Ltd. 
Sun Street and Northgate Street, 

CANTERBURY 
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THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment). 
The Dragon. In each of the four corners the United Red and White Rose ensigned with the Imperial Crown. 

Veteri Frondescit Honore 

"Blenheim," "Ramillies," " Oudenarde," 4 4 Malplaquet," 4 4 Dettingen," 44 Guadaloupe, 1759," "Douro, " 
44 Talavera," 44 Albuhera," 44 Vittoria," 44 Pyrenees," 44 Nivelle," 44 Nive,  * 44 Orthes,'' 44 Toulouse,'
"Peninsula," 44Punnlar," 4 4 Sevastopol," 4 4 Taku Forts," 44 South Africa, 1879," "Chitral," " Relief of 

Kimberley," 44 Paardeberg," 44 South Africa, 190002." 
The Great War—16 Battalions.—44 Aisne, 1914," 44 Armentieres, 1914," 44 Ypres, 1915, '17," 44 Gravenstafel, 
44 St. Julien," 44 Frezenberg," 44 Bellewaarde," 44 Hooge, 1915," 44 Loos," 44 Somme, 1916, '18," 44 Albert, 1916, 
'18," "Bazentin," 44 Delville Wood," 44 Pozieres," 44 FlersCourcellette," 44Morval," 44 Thiepval," 44 Le Transloy," 
44 Ancre Heights," 44 Ancre, 1916, '18," 44 Arras, 1917," 44 Scarpe, 1917," "Messines, 1917," 44 Pilckem," 44 Pass
chendaele," 44 Cambrai, 1917, '18," 44 St. Quentin," 44 Avre," 44 Amiens," 44 Bapaume, 1918," 4 4 Hindenburg Line," 
44 Fp&iy," 44 St. Quentin Canal," 44 Selle," 44Sambre," 44 France and Flanders, 191418," 44 Struma," 44 Doiran, 
1918," 44 Macedonia, 191518," 44 Gaza," 44 Jerusalem," 44 Tell 'Asur," 44 Palestine, 191718," 44 Aden," 44 Tigris, 
1916," 44 Kut al Amara, 1917," 4 Baghdad," 44 Mesopotamia, 191518." 

A gents—Lloy ds Bank, Ltd., Cox's & King's Branch. Regimental Journal —44 The Dragon ", Canterbury. 

Regimental Association—The Past and Present Association, The Buffs, Canterbury. 

Allied Regiment of The Canadian Army. 
The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada. 

Colonel MajorGeneral Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C„ ret. pay, p.s.c. 
Officer Comdg. 3 P.T.C. Canterbury—Lt.Col. F. W. B. Parry. 

„ „ Depot The Buffs, Canterbury—Major R. WT. Edmeades. 

Regular and Militia Battalions. 
Uniform-—Scarlet. F acings—Buff. 

Cadre 1st Battalion (3rd Foot) —Canterbury. 2nd Battalion (3rd Foot)—S.EA.LF. 
3rd Battalion (East Kent Militia)—Canterbury 

Territorial Army Battalions. 
4th Battalion (Canterbury). Hon. Colonel ... Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D. ... 
5th Battalion (In abeyance). Hon. Colonel ... Col. E. B. Burns, T.D., D.L. ... 

4/6/43 

(Hong Kong) 

1/8/46 
5/12/45 

CONWAY WILLIAMS 
THE MAYFAIR TAILOR 

48 BROOK ST., MAYFAIR, LONDON, W.l .  
(Opposite Claridge's Hotel) 

AND 

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY 

Morning and Evening Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions 
Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits 

All Cloths cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand 
in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors 

REGIMENTAL TAILORS TO THE BUFFS REGIMENT 

Telephones: Telegrams: 
Mayfair 0945—CnmberJey 498 Militaila Wesdo, London '» 
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Personalia. 
T IEUT.COLONEL J. L. Lushington returned 
^to Ceylon at the end of February. A letter 
from him dated August 20th will be found in 
the correspondence column. 

At an informal gathering of members of the 
Canterbury Excavations Committee and of 

„ voluntary diggers on Saturday evening, at All 
Saints' Court, Canterbury, Mr. Sheppard Frere, 
F.S.A., in charge of the excavations, presented 
to Major F. W. Tomlinson a Truscan two
handled black pottery cup of the 6th century 
B.C., subscribed for by the committee and 
diggers in appreciation of his valuable services 
as Hpn. Secretary to the Committee until this 
year. 

Mr. Frere and Mrs. Audrey Williams, who 
formerly supervised the excavations, paid warm 
tribute to Major Tomlinson's great work in 
organising the ''digs" and securing the diggers, 
with whom he had always been on the happiest 
of terms, and to the many hours he had given 
to the cause of the excavations. 

Major Tomlinson expressed his warm thanks 
for the gift and spoke of the pleasure that the 
work had given him. He is also to be presented 
in due course with a list of subscribers. 

B. H. Brackenbury, writing from Nigeria in 
July, stated that he hoped to be home at the 
end of that month, on leave. He expects to 
remain home until March, 1948. 

Although he has not come across any other 
old Buffs in Nigeria he has been in contact 

with the 4th Battalion, The Nigeria Regiment, 
stationed near him. He would be interested to 
know the history of the brass bell which is in 
their mess and which was presented by The 
Buffs. None of the present members of the 
4th Battalion could supply him with an answer 
and it would be interesting to know the origin 
of this link with the Regiment. We have 
attempted to solve the mystery but without 
avail. If any of our readers knows the answer 
would he kindly communicate with us ? 

Future Events 
Officers' Reunion, Wednesday, October 

1st, Bridge Hotel, London Bridge. 
Will officers who intend to be present 

please communicate as soon as possible 
with Officer Commanding, Depot The 
Buffs, Chaucer Barracks, Canterbury, at 
the same time forwarding a cheque or 
postal order for 9/. 

Buffs Golfing Society. 
Autumn Meeting. 

A twoday meeting will he held at the 
Canterbury Golf Course, by courtesy of 
the Canterbury Golf Club Committee, on 
Tuesday, October 14th, and Wednesday, 
October 15th. There will he a full 
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programme, including the Paget Gup 
Competition. Entrance fee for the meeting, 
10/. 

Lunch and tea will be provided daily at 
5/ per member. 

Accommodation for those members who 
intend to take part in the meeting and 
who reside outside Canterbury and its 
surroundings will be arranged either at 
private houses or hotels. 

50/11 Bn. The Buffs and 89 L.A.A. 
Regt. R.A. Dinner Club. 

rT1HE second Annual Reunion Dinner 
will take place at the Chatelain 

Restaurant, Gerrard Street, London, W.l, 
on Friday, 17th October, 1947, at 7 p.m. 
Tickets, price £1, to include dinner and 
drinks at the table (sherry and brandy,) 
may be obtained from the Hon. Secretary, 
N. A. Taylor, The Old Mill, Old Madden 
Lane, Worcester Park, Surrey, to whom 
all applications should be addressed, 
accompanied by a remittance, to arrive 
not later than 10th October. 

Arrangements can he made with the 
Hon. Secretary at the time of application 
for tickets, to reserve accommodation for 
members living out of London and who 
wish to spend the night in Town. 

Births, Marriages and Deaths. 
BIRTH. 

Nicholson.—On September 10th, 1947, at 
Farley House, Farnborough, Hants., to Mary 
(nee Tristram), wife of Major (T/Colonel) 
J. G. Nicholson, The Buffs, a son. 

MARRIAGE. 

Simon—BarryWalsh.—The wedding took 
place recently at St. George's Church, 
Limerick, of Arthur Geoffrey Simon, only 
son of Mrs. E. M. Simon and the late Mr. 
A. G. Simon of Southsea, Hampshire, and 
Miss Peggy BarryWalsh, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Eugene BarryWalsh of Trenlewis, 
Kilmallock, Co. Limerick, Eire, 

Obituary. 
N. G. Vertue. 

Many who served with "C" Company, 2nd 
Battalion, during the 191418 War will read 
with regret of the death of their old Company 
Commander, Captain Naunton (Nauny, as he , 
was called by officer and man alike) Vertue. 

It was only a few days ago I was looking over 
some old personal letters and papers, which 
I have kept merely for sentimental reasons, 
that I found two letters from Captain Vertue. 

I was instrumental in getting him out of a 
nasty situation when he was wounded and, 
when he recovered, he wrote and thanked me 
for saving his life. 

'Captain Vertue was a gallant officer, and the 
men, many of whom attended the recent 
Memorial Service on 10th August, 1947, looked 
up to him as a leader of the highest order. 

He would never call upon a man to do a job 
which he himself would not tackle. He now 
joins his wartime friend, Lieut.Colonel R. B. 
Sandilands, another gallant officer, who served 
with distinction in the 191418 War, but was 
killed leading his battalion in the 193945 War. 

A. W. ANDREWS. ^ 
«r 

Both my wife and I were shocked and 
saddened to read in the previous issue of The 1 

Dragon of the death of Captain N. G. Vertue. 
Soon after rejoining the 1st Battalion at 

Fermoy on disbandment of the Machine Gun 
Corps, I was fortunately posted as Company 
SergeantMajor to "D" Company, then Com
manded by Captain Vertue, and continued to 
serve under him until he left the battalion. 

During this period, not only I, but all who 
served under him in the Naval Company, as 
"D" Company became known, learned to esteem 
and love his admirable character; by his 
understanding and judgment he made the 
men admire and respect him, and they would 
readily respond to anything he wished. It was 
a real pleasure to serve with him, and how 
well he was backed up by them ; a few stern 
words from "Nauny", as he was affectionately 
called, and the worst of characters' behaviour 
favourably responded. As well as the Com * 
pany's Commander, he was the Company's 
trusted friend. 

Like other wellknown officers, he was an y
inveterate pipe smoker and his familiar "Got a 
match" was constantly heard in the Company 
Office, and his amusing arguments with Major 
Robin Tuke were an education. 
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I really feel I have lost one who was a real 
friend. 

G. W. MOULD 
(late R.Q.M.S.). 

Captain T. O. Cook, M.B.E. 
* 

Tommy, as he was so affectionately called, 
was first known to me when I, as a young 

* recruit, joined the Depot in 1897, and his force 
of example was a great inspiration. "If a job 
is worth doing—it is worth doing well" he 
impressed upon our minds, and those words 
stuck. Tommy left the 2nd Battalion for India 
in 1898 from Kilkenny, and became the idol of 
the 1st Battalion. The Buffs never had a better 
Regimental SergeantMajor is the candid 
opinion of all who soldiered with him. I next met 
our late comrade at Grantham, where I found 
him serving as Quartermaster of a Machine 
Gun Corps Training Battalion. It was a common 
saying that what he did not know about his 
job was not worth knowing. Knowing some
thing as I do about the early days of the 
Machine Gun Corps, I would say that its training 
efficiency was largely due to the "Q" work put 
in by Tommy, at all hours of the day and night. 

Some years now elapse, and I meet him at a 
London Branch Meeting and I was amazed at 
the love and affection all who knew him, in 

peace and in battle, had for him. He endeared 
himself by his strong personality and largeness 
of heart to everybody he came into contact 
with. The Bears Den will see him no more, 
and his "Cubs" will miss him. Tommy Cook 
was full of enthusiasm for his Regiment and 
possessed a sympathetic heart, as many only 
too well know. He was a real live member of 
the London Branch and before 1939 rarely 
missed any of its activities. During the recent 
war he was at Crawley in Sussex, where his 
employment as Manager under the Ministry of 
Labour caused him years of extra hard work. 
He once wrote, "I am up to my eyes in work 
and get very little rest, which is affecting my 
eyes", and it is this devotion to duty which 
started his health decline. It is a consolation to 
know that a grateful country rewarded him 
with the M.B.E., a tribute to one of the finest 
Buffs who ever lived. He died as he had lived : 

"Ambassador to England's Crown 
And a type of all her race." 

J.E.E. 

War Memorial Fund 
v I 'HE objects of the Memorial are :— 
A (a) A Book of Life in which will be inscribed 

the names of those in The Buffs and the Queen's 
Own Rifles of Canada who lost their lives in 
the recent war. 

(b) To contribute towards the cost of placing 
suitable stained glass in the windows of the 
Warriors' Chapel. 

(c) To erect an altar in the Warriors' Chapel, 
so that it may become a place for meditation 
and prayer and for occasional services. 

This altar, properly furnished, will be in 
memory of all who have ever served in The 
Buffs. 

Donations should be sent to the Hon. 
Treasurer, The Buffs War Memorial Fund, 
Depot The Buffs, Canterbury, Kent. The 
target is £5,000. Please help us to attain this. 

DONATIONS. 

Mr. and Mrs. H. Warner 
Buffs Training Company, H.C.B.T.C. 
ExR.S.M. Nobby Clarke 
Major N. T. Bailey ... ... 
Captain J. T. R. Prestige 
Weald Branch, Past and Present Association 19 6 
Mr. W. J. Manning ... ... ... ... 2 6 
Mr. J. G. Lewing ... ... ... ... 5 0 
Collection—Remembrance Sunday ... ... 67 14 7 
Lieut.Colonel E. Barry ... ...  5 5 0 

I s. d. 
1 0 0 

10 13 4 
2 10 0 
2 2 0 

51 0 0 

Total to date ^1,934 0 8 

Recruiting for PostWar Army. 
/^TVILIAN recruiting for Australia's perm
^'anent army of 19,000 began on August 18th. 

As laid down in the recent announcement by 
the Minister for Defence, Mr. J. J. Dedman, 
the permanent forces will consist of :—a Field 
Force of one Independent Brigade Group 
(including three infantry battalions and an 
armoured unit plus necessary supporting units) 
with a strength of 4,470 ; Fixed Establishments 
(fixed defences, base and administrative troops 
and training units) with a strength of 13,380 ; 
Cadres for instructional, administrative and 
other duties with the Citizen Forces having a 
strength of 1,150. 

Australia's postwar Army will also comprise 
Citizen Forces numbering 50,000. They will be 
made up of a field force of two infantry divisions, 
one armoured brigade group and selected corps 
units (48,850 men) and Fixed Defences (with a 

Continued on page 211. 
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Wedding Group. 

Mr. R. Gibbs and Miss G. Sidwell. 
The wedding took place on Saturday, 17th 

May, at S. Dunstan's Church, Cheam, Surrey, 
of Mr, Ronald Gibbs, eldest son of Captain and 
Mrs. F. Gibbs, of Cheam, to Gwendoline, only 
daughter of Major and Mrs. Frank Sidwell, of 
The Queen Victoria, Cheam, Surrey. 

The bride, who was given away by her father, 
looked beautiful in a gown of French Ivory 
Brocade, embroidered veil and headdress of 
orange blossom and carried a shower bouquet 
of red roses and lilies of the valley. She was 
attended by two bridesmaids, Miss Edna Gibbs, 
sister of the bridegroom, and Miss Joy Wren, 
friend of the bride. The bridesmaids looked 
very charming in dresses of green crepe with 
headdresses and bouquets of white carnations. 

Mr. Godfrey Gibbs, brother of the bridegroom, 
was best man. The usher was Mr. John Heard. 

The bells were pealing as the happy couple 
left the church. 

The reception was held in the Ballroom of 
the Queen Victoria and among the guests, who 
numbered well over a hundred, were many old 
friends of the Regiment, including Major Hopps 
(a great friend of Tommy Tutt, the bride's 
grandfather, who was also present), Captain, 
Paddy Good and Sgt. Mick Donovan. 

After the bride and bridegroom left for their 
honeymoon at Rye. The guests enjoyed a 
couple of hours dancing in the Ballroom. 

The couple were the recipients of a great 
number of lovely and very useful presents. 
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EXCLUSIVE TO THE SERVICES 

D, Jesign a new badge for NAAFI 
and win a prize in this Servicesonly £200 
Competition. 

You are familiar with the present symbol 
(it is shown above) in which you will have 
spotted the Navy, Army and Air Force 
elements. NAAFI is looking for a new 
badge — one which will be suitable to 
appear outside Clubs and Canteens, to 
serve as a direction board, and for all 
similar purposes. The competition is 
exclusively for all serving Sailors, Soldiers 
and Airmen, and WRNS, ATS, and WAAF. 
Entries may also be submitted by men and 
women of the three Services who will be on 
demobilisation Release Leave on 31st 
October, 1947. 

THE CLOSING DATE FOR THE 
COMPETITION IS 31st October, 1947, 
after which no further entries will be 
considered. Results will be announced in 
'his journal. 

Entries should be sent to the Public 
Relations Officer, NAAFI., Ruxley Towers, 
Claygate, Esher, Surrey. 

Entries will be judged by a panel of 
experts and their decisions will govern the 
award of the following prizes:— 

First Prize £100 
Second Prize £ 50 
Third Prize £ 25 
25 Merit Prizes of £1... £ 25 

Total £200 

R U L E S  
1. The design must be capable of reproduction 

on paper, in wood or metal, or as a stencil. 
2. Each entrant may submit up to three designs. 
3. Competitors may prepare designs in pencil, 

crayon, ink or paint. 
4. Entries will be judged on the following 

qualities — 
(a) Shape; (b) Colour; (c) the incorpo

ration of the letters NAAFI; (d) Motif. 
As a guide, the Shape should be bold, 
recognisable at some distance, and likely 
to be easily remembered. 
Colour; there is no restriction in the use of 
colours but entrants will no doubt bear in 
mind the Navy blue, Army scarlet and 
Royal Air Force blue as suggesting a 
suitable colour basis. 
NAAFI; the letters NAAFI (without full 
points) should be incorporated into the 
design and be immediately readable. 
Motif; this should symbolise the NA AFI's 
service to the Royal Navy, Army and the 
Royal Air Force. 

5. Designs may be of any size, although 12 ins. 
by 12 ins. is suggested as convenient limit. 

6. The Number, Rank, Name and permanent 
address of the competitor must be written 
On the back of each entry submitted. 

7. The judges' decision will be final and no 
correspondence in connection with the 
competition will be entertained. 

8. Proof of posting will not be accepted as 
proof of delivery. 

9. NAAFI does not guarantee to adopt as its 
official badge the winning design, or any 
design, submitted in this competition. 

10. NAAFI reserves the right to reproduce the designs of all prize winners
Unsuccessful designs will be returned to the entrants. 

NAAFI 
The official canteen organisation for H.M. Forces in war and peace 

FIRST PRIZE 

£100 
SECOND PRIZE 

£50 
THIRD PRIZE 

£25 
25 MERIT PRIZES 

OF 

£1 EACH 

R U X L E Y  T O W E R S  L A Y G A T E E S H E R  S U R R E Y  
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Recruiting for PostWar Army—Continued from p. 209 
strength of 1,150). Personnel of both the 
Permanent and Citizen Forces are to be obtained 
by voluntary enlistment. 

The annual Citizen Force training periods 
comprise 14 days' camp and 24 days' home 
training. Officers and noncommissioned officers 
will be encouraged to attend additional courses 
at Army schools. 

[Extract from Australian Defence 
and Services Newsletter.] 

Regimental Gazette 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
FRIDAY, 15TH AUGUST, 1947, DATED TUESDAY, 

19TH AUGUST, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

THE BUFFS.—Major P. R. H. Fox, M.C. 
(13097), retires on ret. pay, 18th August, 1947. 

Lt. (W.S./Capt.) J. P. Nash (78316) to be 
Capt., 18th August, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 
THE BUFFS.—Capt. and Bt.Major W. B. 

Griffith (1496) having attained the age limit of 
liability to recall, ceases to belong to the Res. 
of Offrs., 17th August, 1947. 

TERRITORIAL ARMY. 
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (W.S./Lt.) Ivan Jack 

Hopton (288450) from R.A.S.C. Emerg. Commn. 
to be Lt., 1st May, 1947, with seniority 24th 
January, 1944. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
TUESDAY, 19TH AUGUST, 1947, DATED FRIDAY, 

22ND AUGUST, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

THE BUFFS.—Capt. (Qr.Mr.) P. W. Ransley, 
M.B.E. (105988), to be Major (Qr.Mr.), 2nd 
August, 1947. 

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS. 
2nd Lt. (W.S./Lt.) Francis Joseph John 

Worth (177507) from A.C.C. (Emerg. Commn.), 
to be Lt., 28th October, 1946, with seniority 
30th September, 1943. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
TUESDAY, 26TH AUGUST, 1947, DATED FRIDAY, 

29TH AUGUST, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

THE BUFFS.—The undermentioned Capts. to 
be Majs., 30th August, 1947 :— 

E. L. C. Edlmann, M.C. (63568), R. W. 
Edmeades (63569). 

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS. 
2nd Lt. (W.S./Lt.) Derek Lewe Loynston 

Pickard (90353) from T.A. to be Lt., 1st August, 
1947, with seniority 1st January, 1941. 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No. 31 ISSUED ON 31ST JULY, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 

The undermentioned Lt. is regranted 
T/Capt. :— 

THE BUFFS.—G. A. McGrath (258264), 1st 
February, 1947. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
The undermentioned W.S./Lts. (A/Capts.) to 

be T/Capts. :— 
THE BUFFS.—A. F. Dane (365252), 9th 

February, 1947 ; G. A. Emmett (368700), 
10th July, 1947. 
M.E. Orders :— 

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to 
be T/Capt. :— 

THE BUFFS.—R. Cooper (325139), 1st Dec., 
1946. 

No 32 ISSUED ON 7TH AUGUST, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

The undermentioned W.S./Capt. (T/Maj.) 
relinquishes T/Maj or :— 

THE BUFFS.—W. G. H. Dunglinson (359074), 
31st March, 1947 (B.A.O.R.). 

THE BUFFS.—The notifn. regarding W.S./Capt. 
(T/Maj.) W. G. H. Dunglinson (359074) in 
W.O. Orders No. 20/1947 is cancelled. 

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to 
be T/Capt. :— 

THE BUFFS.—A. G. S. Wilson (264489), 12th 
May, 1946. 

The undermentioned 2nd Lts. to be W.S./Lts.: 
THE BUFFS.—R. A. H. DrakeBrockman 

(372681), 26th July, 1947 ; R. D. Bramhall 
(370853), 7th August, 1947. 

No. 33 ISSUED ON 14TH AUGUST, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to 
be T/Capt. :— 

THE BUFFS.—N. A. Parsons (360725), 15th 
May, 1947. 
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Round and About 
By The Tramp. 

Touraine. 
HTHIS is what the guide boons call "The 

Chateaux Country". Here in the middle 
ages the kings of France and their favourites 
played the grim game of high politics in 
magnificent palaces built and decorated by 
men of genius. It is charged with history and 
the pages of it are often smirched with un
edifying records of plots, intrigues, assassin
ations and cold cruelties. But it was a colourful 
period of history and its legacy is a number of 
castles which for magnificence of architecture 
and beauty of setting are unequalled anywhere 
in the world. 

We made Blois our centre and from it went 
to Chambord, Chenonceau, Chaumont, Amboise, 
Cheverney and Tours. There were others which 
time did not permit us to see, but those I have 
mentioned are probably the pick. Blois itself 
is a charming little town, pleasantly situated 
on the banks of the River Loire. It is one of the 
French towns, other than seaports, which 
suffered heavy damage from enemy bombers. 
The damage was mainly confined to the river
side, in the vicinity of the bridge and it was 
caused by Italian aircraft sent by the Duce 
after the fall of France. The Regia Aeronautica, 
as I believe it was called, devastated a good 
many acres of the old part of the town, but the 
chateau itself was hardly touched, although 
some damage was done to buildings very close 
to it. 

Now after a long and wearisome occupation 
by the Germans Blois is itself again. The 
devastated area is tidy and the bridge, blown 
up by the Germans when they retreated in 
1944, is rapidly being repaired. Incidentally, 
we were told that the blowing up of the bridge 
did not greatly benefit the fleeing enemy for, 
having got across the Loire, they ran into a 
large force of Maquis hidden in the forest some 
few miles on the other side and suffered heavily 
in the encounter. 

The Chateaux. 
It is impossible, and undesirable, to attempt 

a detailed description of the many chateaux of 
the Loire. They vary from the socalled 
Hunting Lodge of Chambord, whose park 
measures twentyone miles in circumference, to 
the big country house that is Cheverney. 
Each has associations with Francois I, Catherine 
de Medicis, Diane de Poitiers, the Guises and 
others. And some of them bring one's boyhood 
reading of Dumas and Stanley Weyman vividly 

to mind. They are all rather "cloak and dagger" 
but by no means "Wardour Street". The most 
beautiful of all the chateaux, in my opinion, is 
that at Chenonceau. It is built across the 
River Cher and backed by woods so that its 
pure whiteness is all the more striking. This 
was once the home of Diane de Poitiers, 
favourite of King Francois I, and she added 
much of beauty to it. After the death of her 
protector she was at the mercy of Queen i 
Catherine de Medicis, who had no great cause 
to love her. Catherine knew that Chenonceau 
meant much to Diane and she punished her by 
insisting that she should exchange her exquisite 
home for the chateau at Chaumont. This last 
is by no means a negligible castle, but it is 
undoubtedly less important and less beautiful 
than Chenonceau. Diane was heartbroken but 
obliged to acquiesce. Nevertheless, she did not 
go to Chaumont and lived the rest of her days 
and died elsewhere. 

Among many interesting relics at Chenonceau 
are a few words scratched on the walls of what 
was the Guardroom. They were written by a 
Scots soldier in the French service and say, 
"Maus auger and the justice of God are far 
removed". It is obvious that this soldier, 
serving in a strange land, wrote from his heart 
and from his experience. Whether he had been 
disciplined for some minor offence or whether 
he had seen some of the cruel injustice that so 
often marred the life in those places we do not 
know, but there the words remain, now under 
glass, for all to read and ponder. 

Footnote on France. 
We were three weeks in France and although 

we had to pay more for things, food in particular, 
than in days gone by, and although the coffee 
was poor and made from acorns ; although 
there was no milk to be had and a 
shortage of some other things, we fed well and 
were most courteously received wherever we 
went. Our national stock is high in France and 
it is still a beautiful and deeply interesting 
country. Their political troubles are many and 
often bewildering. So, indeed, are ours. But 
I am convinced that they will shake down 
into a more normal manner of life ere long and 
become once again the great nation they were., 
Above all, from an Englishman's point of view, 
they are excellent hosts. 

Sussex. 
It has been my good fortune since I returned 

to England to spend a little time in one of the 
most attractive parts of the country. Although 
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I yield to none in my loyalty and devotion to 
Kent, I have to say that I consider Sussex to 
be close to it in my affections. The coast of 
this county has become a playground and 
much of the peace of the lovely foreshores from 
Hastings to the Hampshire border has been 
destroyed by swarms of people surging thither 

. in cars and charabancs, or luxury coaches as 
they all seem to be called in these days. They 
are not yet quite trained to use these places 
well. They leave their paper and their bottles 
behind them and they scarcely consider those 
who live and have long lived in the towns and 
villages which they invade. Nonetheless, the 
Sussex coast is incomparable, and behind it, 
inland, lie the "blunt, bowheaded whale
backed downs" as noble a line of hills as I have 
ever known. 

Arundel. 
Having lately seen and admired the beauties 

of the Loire country, its chateaux and its towns, 
I saw Arundel again the other day on an 
evening in August and I said, "This beats 
anything I know". For situation, grouping of 
buildings and surroundings there is nothing to 
touch Arundel. The River Aran winds through 
the lowlying water meadows and beside it 
rises the great escarpment on which, with a 
perfect sense of fitness, some early Duke of 
Norfolk decided to build his castle. Round it 

* grew up the little town. The whole thing is 
impressive beyond words in any light, but on 
an August .evening with a clear light shining 
from the setting sun it is the sort of sight that 
made Turner paint his greatest pictures and 
poets go into raptures. It beats Windsor and 
Ludlow and that is saying something. 

Bodiam. 
Sussex is rich in castles and Bodiam is worth 

going a long way to see. It is now National 
Trust property through the munificence of the 
late Earl Curzon of Kedelston, once Viceroy 
of our late Indian Empire. Bodiam is not so 
impressive as Arundel, but it is a better castle, 
although it is a wellpreserved rain. Since 
I saw it last, over fifteen years ago, the National 
Trust has tidied it up and made smooth well
kept lawns inside its roofless walls. It is a 
perfect example of a moated mediaeval castle 
and near it can be seen the Tiltyard where 
tournaments were held in the days of Chivalry. 

. The "stadium" can be clearly traced and it is 
not hard to visualise the gay pageantry of those 
more colourful days. In the neighbourhood 
grow the hops, looking very healthy on the day 

I saw them, which go into the stout which is 
"good for you", as many diverting and con
vincing announcements in the Press and on the 
hoardings remind us* 

Burwash. 
This little village is very much a place of 

pilgrimage to many people who delight in the 
works of Rudyard Kipling. In the valley below 
the village lies Bateman's, the lovely Jacobean 
house where the writer lived for the last thirty 
years of his life. Here he found inspiration for 
those stories of England's past which he called 
Puck of Pook's Hill and Rewards and Fairies. 
Bateman's was left by Mrs. Kipling to the 
National Trust and the house may be visited 
by the public on certain days between the hours 
of 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. The Study remains as it 
was in the poet's time and certain other rooms 
may be seen. It is a beautiful house, a fine 
example of the stone houses in which Sussex 
ironmasters once made their homes. The yew 
hedges and the beautiful garden are alone 
worth seeing. It is a bit of real England for 
ever associated with a man who loved his 
country and whose voice would be heard with 
advantage in these strange days. 

The Royal Hospital, Chelsea. 
The Royal Hospital, 

Chelsea, S.W.3. 
1(M September, 1947. 

Dear Sir, . 
I have to draw your attention to the fact 

that there will shortly be further vacancies in 
the Royal Hospital, Chelsea, for Army Pen
sioners who comply with the conditions stated 
in the attached Form 42 entitled, "Admission 
to the Royal Hospital, Chelsea". I also add a 
sample form of application. 

Applicants will be expectejd to be able to 
look after themselves and to be willing to 
undertake light work if physically capable. 
They will probably be accommodated during 
the next year or so with the Chelsea Hospital 
Detachment at Leatherhead, until such time 
as bomb damage at the Royal Hospital has 
been made good and the quarters affected are 
ready for their reception, when they will be 
returned to Chelsea. 

It should be impressed on any of your 
members who are interested that the Royal 
Hospital is not a hospital in the medical sense, 
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and that men whose condition would necessitate 
their immediate or early admission to the 
Infirmary as permanent bed patients would 
not be eligible. 

Conditions of life, at the present day, at the 
Royal Hospital, are described in the accom
panying article entitled "Life at the Royal 
Hospital", which may be of interest to editors 
of Regimental journals. 

Applicants should write to the Secretary, 
Royal Hospital, Chelsea, S.W.3, stating their 
ranks on discharge, Regimental numbers, 
Regiments or Corps, and approximate dates of 
service, when a form of Application for 
Admission will be sent to them, if eligible. 

Yours faithfully, 
M. H. FITZGERALD, 

Assistant Secretary. 
The Secretary, 

Regimental Association, 
The Buffs [Royal East Kent Regiment). 

Admission to the Royal Hospital, Chelsea. 
The Royal Hospital was founded some 

centuries ago, to provide a home for a limited 
number of army pensioners who were considered 
deserving of admission. There are always more 
applicants than there are vacancies, and all 
applications are carefully scrutinised before the 
names are selected for inclusion on the waiting 
list. Once the names appear on that list, the 
men are considered, in rotation, as vacancies 
occur. 

There are a number of conditions attached to 
eligibility, thus :— 
(a) Only life army pensioners of good character 

are admitted and preference is given to 
those who had the best army characters 
and who rendered the longest army 
service. 

(b) Subject to the above proviso, first choice is 
given to men drawing pension for disable
ment directly connected with army 
service, such as wounds, injuries on 
duty, or attributable disease, provided 
that they are unable to work. 

(r) After this come men whose pensions are 
not for attributable disablement, but 
who are nevertheless unable to earn, 
and are 55 years of age or more. 

(d) Each applicant must provide testimonials 
from local people to whom he is known, 
to prove that he has been of good 
character since his discharge from the 

Army. He must also confirm that he is 
free from the responsibility of supporting 
a wife or children. He may not marry 
whilst an In Pensioner. 

Any pensioner who wishes to be considered 
for admission to "InPension" should apply on 
the "Form of Application for Admission to the 
Royal Hospital" (Form 43), obtainable from 
the Secretary on request. This should then be 
completed in all respects, including the Medical 
Report on the third page by a doctor, and , 
returned to : The .Secretary, The Royal 
Hospital, Chelsea, London, S.W.3. 

It should be clearly understood that "Out
Pension" ceases on admission to "InPension", 
whether it is for service, disability, or depend
ants, or is a Special Campaign Pension. Instead, 
InPensioners are provided with board, lodging, 
clothing, medical attendance, nursing and other 
comforts, and a money allowance. Whenever 
possible, they are given a holiday, during 
summer, at Netley, near Southampton. If 
they are receiving NonContributory Old Age 
Pension, this ceases on admission ; if Con
tributory Old Age Pension, this will continue 
to be drawn by the pensioner. Any ablebodied 
man capable, in the opinion of the Physician 
and Surgeon, of performing light tasks to help 
in the maintenance of the Hospital, must agree ; 
to take his share of such duties. 

Men selected for admission are allowed 
travelling expenses to Chelsea from places in 
Great Britain and Ireland. 

An InPensioner may leave the Hospital 
and return to ordinary civilian life by permission 
of the Board of Commissioners, and would 
normally resume the OutPension which he 
ceased to draw when he was admitted. Any 
man may be discharged by order of the Board, 
for misconduct, and his OutPension may, or 
may not, be restored either at the former, or 
at some lower rate. 

It is emphasised that the conditions attached 
to admission are designed to ensure that the 
Hospital remains, as it has been for so long, a 
real and comfortable home for old soldiers, 
and no unreasonable restrictions are imposed. 

Life at the Royal Hospital. t 
Those who have never seen a Chelsea 

Pensioner in the flesh will nevertheless be 
familiar with his picturesque uniform, which 
has been employed so often for advertising * 
purposes. Who has not seen a rubicond 
pensioner, larger than life, on the poster 
hoardings ; either quaffing a pint of ale or 
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pto taction 
In motoring overheads Ford owners get no 
unp'ea^ant surprises. If a repair is needed, they 
know in advance how little it will cost, for 
prices of genuine Ford spares and repairs are 
fixed. As for Service Facilities, there are thousands 
of Dagenhamtrained mechanics at Ford Dealers 

all over Britain to provide that preventive main
tenance which stops trouble before it starts. 
We and our Dealers are doing all we can about 
delivery of new Fords. We wish we could 
shorten the wait. 

PREFECT 10 h.p. * ANGLIA 8 h.p. 

CONSTANT IN PERFORMANCE 
 V APPOINTMENT 
MOTOR VEHICLE F O R D  M O T O R  C O M P A N Y  L I M I T E D ,  D A G E N H A M  

Use 
JULYSIA 
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THE COMMON COLD 
—a plan for its prevention 

Every year, many thousands of people successfully 
avoid colds with the help of Serocalcin. Its use, both 
in the prevention and treatment of the common cold, 
has given consistently satisfactory results. Serocalcin is 
not infallible, but its record is such that it merits a trial 
by everyone subject to colds. 
Prevention of Colds 
Two Serocalcin tablets are taken daily for 30 days. In 
many cases this gives 3 to 4 months immunity from 
colds. 
Treatment of an existing Cold 
Three tablets are taken three times daily. Commenced 
in the early stages of a cold this often clears up the 
attack in 3 to 4 days. Serocalcin is suitable for adults 
and children. 
The immunising course of 60 Serocalcin tablets 
costs 8/5 £d. Treatment pack of 20 tablets—3/4|d. 
All who suffer from colds are invited to send to Harwoods 
Laboratories Ltd., Watford, for descriptive booklet 
" Immunity from Colds." 

SEROCALCIN 
Regd. 

FOR THE PREVENTION & TREATMENT OF COLDS 

9'472 
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CJMWJLi 
M I N E R A L  W A T E R S  

LEMON SQUASH, &c. 
SOLO BY N.A.A.F.I. CANTEENS 

Try BURMA. SAUCE 
Every drop is of full f lavour 

Ask for White—Cott ells 
Worcester Sauce 

C O O L T I P T  
VIRGINIA 

by ABDULLA 

'Wool'filter tip. 20for3'4 

"HALLMARK" 
AUTOMATIC REFRIGERATORS 

For the storage of foodstuffs of all 
kinds, for making and storing ice cream, 
cooling beer and wines, making ice and 
other purposes in canteens and messes. 

J. & E. HALL, LTD. 
DARTFORD, KENT 

WELGAR 

SHREDDED 
WHEAT 

World's Pre-eminent Motor Cycle 
TRIUMPH ENGINEERING COMPANY, LIMITEO 

COVENTRY 

SHEETMETAL WORK OF ALL 
KINDS 

Juittaste 
DUNCANS 

m. 
CHOCOLATE 
- its delicious! 

BROWN & KNIGHT, LTD. 
Ham Specialists 

9a Lower Marsh 
LAMBETH, S.E.1 

Modern Plant for Steelworks, Shipyards, &c. 

HENRY BERRY & CO. LTD. 
Hydraulic and General Engineers 

Croydon  Works ,  LEEDS,  10  

J. PARKINSON & SON 
PLAIN & UNIVERSAL MILLING 
MACHINES, SUNDERLAND GEAR 

PLAINERS AND VICES 

SHIPLEY   YORKS. 

For protection against 
Skin Infection... USE ^ 

WRIGHTS * 
- Coal Tar Soap 

J. H. GREENHOW & Co., Ltd. 
MANUFACTURERS OF 

White Calicoes Cotton Handkerchiefs 
Khaki Drills White Drills 
Grey and Bleached Sheetings etc. 

46 Princess Street,MANCHESTER 

BUTTONS of all 
descriptions 

MANUFACTURED BY 

BUTTONS LIMITED, BIRMINGHAM 

IT'S O.K. WITH m K 
SAUCE 

DAVIS BURROW I CLARKE. CHAPMAN! I RECORD I Tools 
& SONS, LTD. HUNSLET, LEEDS 

BRUSH MANUFACTURERS 
Contractors to the Forces 120 Years' Experience 

and Company limited 

Henry Franc & Lauder Ltd. 
MANCHESTER and BRADFORD 

Manufacturers of all classes of Woollen 
and Cotton Cloth for the Services 

Telephone : Central 2441 
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Four Buffs Veterans 

Kentish Gazette & Canterbury Press 

THESE four veterans of The Buffs served 
together in the 1st and 2nd Battalions and 

have been firm friends ever since. Their 
combined ages total 314 years. At the back is 
exR.S.M. W. H. Clark (78), who served for 
21 years. The three Chelsea Pensioners are 
Cpl. Billy Mount (82) with 26 years' service, 
Pte. R. Turner (76), 21 years' service, and Pte. 
Norman (78), 22 years' service. Pte. Turner 
has been a Chelsea Pensioner no less than 34 
years. The picture was taken at a tea party 
given to the quartette by Sgt. and Mrs. Shaw 
at the Married Quarters, Canterbury. 

smoking a reflective pipe ? Nor are these 
advertisements altogether misleading, since a 
pint of beer is included in the daily ration ; 
and on certain days of the week it may be 
commuted, if desired, for tobacco. 

The Royal Hospital, Chelsea, which has been 
the home of the Chelsea Pensioners for over 

250 years, is not of course a hospital in the 
modern sense of the word, but rather a hostel 
or retreat, though it does include an Infirmary 
for the sick and bedridden. It was founded by 
King Charles II in 1682, in the days when the 
Army numbered under 10,000 men, and was 
intended to accommodate all the Army 
pensioners. With the increase in the Forces, 
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and consequently in the number oTpensioners, 
many of the latter had to be placed on out
pension, and at the present day the Army 
OutPensioners number over 90,000, whereas 
the establishment of InPensioners has always 
been restricted to about 500. To be admitted, 
an old soldier must either be qualified by long 
service or have been "broken in the wars", 
that is to say, he must be in receipt of a pension 
either for service or wounds. In practice the 
great majority of those admitted are widowers, 
who feeling lonely in their old age, turn to the 
companionship of their old comrades. 

The buildings, designed by Sir Christopher 
Wren, are arranged round three quadrangles, 
which stand in spacious grounds of over 60 
acres, thus forming a pleasant retreat amid 
London's busy streets. The buildings were 
badly damaged by bombs during the late war, 
and are now in course of being restored, but 
owing to the priority given to housing the 
work will necessarily take some years to com
plete. Meanwhile, as there is room for only 
about 200 pensioners at Chelsea, a large 
building at Leatherhead, formerly occupied as 
a school for the blind, has been taken over to 
provide additional accommodation. This an
nexe, which stands in it; own grounds, is 
administered like the Royal Hospital, and has 
proved very popular with the "recruits" who 
are mostly sent there. 

The Royal Hospital has a distinguished 
Governor in General Sir Clive Liddell, who is 
assisted by a LieutenantGovernor and staff, 
organised somewhat like a Regiment, in which 
selected pensioners serve as N.C.O.s. Though 
run on military lines the duties are light, and 
every allowance is made for physical infirmities, 
while the parades are limited to those for 
Church and Pay. 

The basic pay is 1/9 per week for those who 
receive the Contributory Old Age Pension, and 
3/6 per week for those who do not ; but it is 
hoped that the latter rate may shortly be 
raised. Pensioners may also earn additional 
money as N.C.O.s, or in various light employ
ments, and when on leave they are paid ration 
allowance at the rate of 2/6 a day. In the 
Royal Hospital pensioners are required to wear 
uniform, but on furlough they may wear 
civilian clothes if they wish. The ration is as 
generous as the present restrictions will permit ; 
while other amenities provided on the premises 
include allotment gardens, a bowling club, 
billiards, a lending library, and a supply of daily 
newspapers and periodicals. In short, it may 
be said that the whole object of the Royal 

Hospital is to make the Chelsea Pensioners as 
comfortable and happy as possible. 

C.G.T.D. 

Lord Montgomery's Story of the 
Western Victory 

By Major E. W. Sheppard, O.B.E., M.C. 
JSJORMANDY to the Baltic is an interim 

* personal narrative of the Allied Campaign 
in the West in 194445, based on Lord 
Montgomery's personal papers and recollections 
and written within a few months of the events 
which it described. It is, therefore, a piece of 
invaluable firsthand historical evidence rather 
than a history in the true sense of the term. 
Even so, it is of such high and sustained interest 
that in this brief review only a few of its note
worthy points can be touched on. The author 
does not attempt to summarise these many 
points of interest, but confines himself to 
stressing the value of interService cooperation, 
paying a tribute to the soldiers whom he led, 
and emphasizing a theme known from many 
other of his utterances to be dear to his heart— 
the supreme value of morale and the only sure y 
way of securing it, success in battle. 

As regards the plan of campaign, its main 
lines were decided by Lord Montgomery quite # 
early in the planning stage, outlined in full to 
his subordinates two months before the landing 
in Normandy took place, and adhered to 
throughout, though there were frequent alter
ations and amendments of detail to meet 
changes in the situation as they arose. This 
plan was, once the landing had been affected, 
to threaten to break out of the bridgehead on 
the British or eastern flank, and to use the 
American armies to break out on the western 
flank once the hostile reserves had been fully 
drawn in and committed on the British sector. 
The subsequent exploitation was to carry the 
Americans round in a wide sweep by way of the 
Loire to the Seine, rounding up and destroying 
all the German forces west of the latter river. 
"I never once", writes Lord Montgomery, "had 
cause or reason to alter this plan." None the 
less, he criticises some of the details of the 
command setup and the delay in appointing < 
the generals and staffs for the invasion. 

The landing on June 6th went off well; 
surprise was achieved, and losses were light. * 
Within a week all the beachheads had been 
linked up, the initiative was still with us, and 
the arrival of hostile reinforcements had been 
effectively delayed. But the weather was giving 
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rise to anxiety ; the pace of operations was 
slowing down and the buildup falling behind 
schedule, so that a period of limited offensives 
had to be ordered. However, the subsequent 
crisis, caused primarily by the unprecedented 
badness of the weather, was successfully over

4 come, though it was not till midJuly that the 
American breakout offensive could be launched. 
This succeeded largely because the enemy, in 
response to the persistent British attacks in the 

* Caen area, had thrown in 75% of his armour on 
that flank, and had not enough left for a planned 
resistance on the other side ; and also because 
Hitler, who could not, or would not understand 
the folly of tank attacks without air cover, 
ordered his reluctant but submissive generals 
to throw what armour they could scrape 
together into the "appallingly risky" Mortain 
counterstrike. Its inevitable failure was 
followed by the holocaust of the Falaise pocket, 
to which the enemy gratuitously made a further 
contribution by sending in his reinforcements 
piecemeal as they arrived into futile and costly 
counterblows. A high proportion of those who 
escaped from Falaise were caught and destroyed 
before they could cross the Seine. After two 
months' fighting the Germans had had 45 
divisions put out of action, and had lost half a 

„ million men, 1,500 tanks, and 3,500 guns— 
largely because of their erroneous strategy. 
In Lord Montgomery's opinion the first of three 
major German errors in this campaign was 

* that they fought out the battle west of the 
Seine instead of carrying out a planned with
drawal to the line of the river, once it was 
clear that the Allies were firmly established in 
the Normandy beaches. 

There now arose a divergence of views 
between Lord Montgomery and General 
Eisenhower, who took over the supreme 
command in France on September 1st, the 
former favouring a powerful thrust for the 
Rhine on a narrow front of one army group 
with all available resources at its disposal, 
while the latter preferred a slower and more 
deliberate advance of all the Allied armies all 
along the line. General Eisenhower's view 
prevailed, but the danger foreseen and feared 
by Lord Montgomery, that the Germans would 
thereby be allowed time to recover after their 
disaster and enforce on the Allies a winter 
campaign, came to pass as he had foretold. 

Lord Montgomery's problem was now to 
teach and cross the Meuse and the Rhine in as 
great strength and as early as possible, but the 
Arnhem airborne operation, which was designed 
to this end, and was "90 per cent, successful", 

failed to secure the fateful Rhine crossing 
because of. heartbreakingly bad weather and 
the unexpectedly rapid reaction of the enemy. 
The now inevitable winter campaign, aimed 
primarily at the opening of the French and 
Belgian ports in our rear and the preparatory 
advance towards the line of the Rhine, continued 
under most difficult and depressing conditions 
from October till midDecember, when the 
Germans perpetrated what Lord Montgomery 
considers their second major blunder, the 
counteroffensive in the Ardennes. This, once 
more the result of Hitler's personal intervention, 
was a desperate bid to upset our strategy, which, 
in view of the scantiness of his reserves and the 
hazard of the operation, he clearly could not 
afford to risk. It involved the loss of 180,000 
men and 600 tanks and heavy aircraft casualties 
which completed the ruin of the already badly 
crippled Luftwaffe. By early February, 1945, 
the Allies were in full readiness for the battle 
for the Rhine, and for the third and last time 
the enemy made a cardinal mistake, in fighting 
where all the chances were in favour of the 
Allies instead of executing a prudent and 
timely retirement. Had he done so, he could 
have avoided the loss of the 100,000 men 
sacrificed in the battle west of the river and 
would have had enough left to cause us con
siderable delay on that formidable defensive 
barrier. As it was, the final battle for Germany 
was staged and lost west of the Rhine, and the 
end of the war became a matter of weeks only. 
The enemy had no weapons and equipment 
from which new divisions could be raised to 
replace those lost; their vital oil factories and 
communications were in ruins, and their 
remaining forces were totally inadequate to 
hold the Allied attacks. 

The Rhine was forced with remarkable speed 
and dash, and the enemy's resistance crumbled 
rapidly as he fell back, in such disorder that, 
though the Allied advance into the heart of 
Germany was not made in any overwhelming 
strength, the only serious resistance met with 
was sporadic and local, and the general picture 
was one of great and growing disintegration. 
Within eleven months almost to the day from 
the date of invasion Lord Montgomery had 
accepted the unconditional surrender of the 
enemy armies in his front, and his command 
was assuming the full responsibility of govern
ment in a ruined and chaotic area as large as 
England with 20 million inhabitants. 

The story of this brilliant campaign, 
culminating in one of the most complete and 
overwhelming victories in the history of war, 
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is admirably narrated in these brief, concise 
and highly readable pages with their wealth 
of illustrative coloured maps. Here, despite 
the absence of any attempt at fine writing, is a 
worthy tale worthily told. 

Books of Remembrance. 
TJOOKS of Remembrance in which will be recorded 

the names of all Old Boys of the Schools who gave 
their lives during the war are being proposed by The 
Army Apprentices' Schools (formerly Army Technical 
Schools) at Chepstow and Arborfield. 

The rank, name, Corps or Regiment and date of death 
of each Old Boy on the Rolls of Honour of the Schools 
will be inscribed in the Books and each book will be 
kept in the School Chapel. 

As Old Boys of the Schools were dispersed through 
many Corps and Regiments, the Commandants of the 
Schools at Chepstow and Arborfield would be grateful if 
relatives of Old Boys who fell in the war would send in 
particulars, and parents and relatives may subscribe 
towards the cost (approximately five shillings) of having 
a name inscribed in the books. 
War Office, S.W.I. 

September, 1947. 

Correspondence. 
3 Police Qrts., 

Park Lane, 
Hawthorn, 

Nr. Carsham, Wilts. 
August 25th, 1947. 

The Editor, "The Dragon". 
Dear Sir, 

Herewith my annual subscription for the Regimental 
Paper, The Dragon. 

As I am unable to attend any of the Regimental 
Association meetings at the moment, I look forward to 
the arrival of it every month. It is with regret I have 
noticed that the 1st Battalion has ceased to exist and 
I was astonished at the complete change of Officers and 
N.C.O.s in the recent photographs of the 2nd Battalion. 

Of the Officers I could only recognise Lieut.Colonel 
R. F. Parry, M.C. (C.O.) and Captain ——— ? ? ? Of 
the Sergeants' group I did not know one of them. It 
seems impossible such a change could take place in a 
little over two years. 

Many names of members who I know very well, 
mostly of the 1919—1939 period, are often mentioned in 
the London Branch notes. But of those that served in 
this war, very few are mentioned, such as C.S.M. Trice, 
Sgt. Smith (exChampion Bass Drummer), R.S.M. 
Martin (The Boxer), Jerry Osborne (2nd Battalion 
Pioneer Sergeant), C.S.M. Emery and many others, 
all of whom gained a name for themselves within the 
Regiment. I wonder if they ever read The Dragon ? 

At least I, for one, still remember them, wherever they 
are. Good luck to them and the Regiment. 

Yours sincerely, 
E. J. FLETCHER, 

exC.Q.M.S. 6279910. 

Waverley, Agrapatna, Ceyloii. 
August 20th, 1947. 

To the Secretary, Past and Present Association. 
Dear Peareth, 

I was very sorry I could not get over to Canterbury 
to see you, before I sailed at the end of February, but 
the roads at that time were quite impossible. 

It was an awful shock to me to read in The Dragon , 
that the 1st Battalion had been washed out in that way. 
I couldn't believe my eyes at first. The Army without 
the 1st Buffs seems incredible. 

Soon after I got back to Ceylon, I was appointed to v 
command the Ceylon Planters' Rifle Corps, and promoted 
to Lieut.Colonel. What the future of the Regiment 
(the only European Volunteer Regiment now left in 
Ceylon) will be under the new Self Government remains 
to be seen. 

It may be of interest that a few months ago I was 
given permission to wear both the Efficiency Decoration 
and the Colonial Auxiliary Forces L.S. Medal. I think 
this is unusual, as no one else in the Island is qualified to 
wear both. 

We are suffering terrible floods and landslides here 
now owing to tremendous rain after a very light S.W. 
monsoon. Floods 12 feet higher than previous records 
have been registered. The damage to property, roads and 
rail is tremendous. Thousands must be homeless, and 
loss of life is feared to be high. Figures are at present 
unobtainable. 

I am afraid it will be a long time in consequence of 
the complete breakdown of transport, before we can 
get the huge quantity of tea, which is already filling the 
factories, down to Colombo for shipment. I suppose this 
will mean a further cut in your tea ration. 

Listening on the wireless to the cricket in Canterbury 
Week made me long to be there. 

With best salaams, 
Yours sincerely, 

GODFREY L. LUSHINGTON. A 

114 Maidstone Road, Chatham. 
September 6th, 1947. 

Dear Major Peareth, 
Many thanks for sending the back numbers of The 

Dragon to me. Unfortunately I left the last issue on a 
'bus and have lost it. 

This last issue interested me very much indeed, for it 
recorded that "D" Company, 2nd Battalion had won the 
Sporting Trophy for the year. 

In 1922, at Aden, "D" Company of the 2nd Battalion 
also won and became the Champion Company for the 
year. This entitled the company to certain privileges, 
such as providing the escort for the Colours, as it did 
when the battalion landed in England in 1923—although 
the glory of this privilege was somewhat marred by 
torrents of rain which soaked our greatcoats on the 
march from the railway station at Portland to the 
Verne Barracks. 

When the Red Barracks at Weymouth were made 
available for one company of the battalion, that same 
year—"D" Company was given the privilege to occupy* 
the barracks first. And a nice privilege it was too. 
Close to the town, the Palm Court, the Red Lion—oh ! 
happy days ! 

I am rather curious to know if winning the Champion ? 
ship carries any special privilege nowadays. 

Yours sincerely, 
W. G. STEWART. 
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The Past and Present 
Association. 

Life Members. 
AUGUST 1ST—31ST, 1947. 

London Branch.—Ball, J., Watney, 2/Lieut. M. B. A. 
Weald Branch.—Gander, G. W. E. 
Folkestone Branch.—Baker, S. R. 

Annual Members. 
London Branch.—Cohen, Lieut. H. 
Weald Branch.—Lindridge, G., Gilbert, C. S., Read, 

F. L. 
Ramsgate Branch.—Berry, J. 
H.Q. Roll.—Dove, G. A. 

Benevolent Fund. 
DONATIONS. 

Aug. 23. Miss F. Harley 

GRANTS. 

Aug. 1. 
25. 
27. 
27. 
27. 

Aug. 11. 
18. 
18. 
25. 
26. 

L s d
2 2 0 

£ s. d. 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

World War Charitable Fund. 
GRANTS. 

/ s. d. 
6 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

2 10 0 

Ashford Branch. 
I am very pleased to state that we are back 

again at our old quarters, the Drill Hall. We 
are very glad to be there, firstly because we 
hope to get more of our old members back 
again and secondly because we shall have more 
room for entertaining other branches when 
they are able to come along. 

Our recent meeting held at the Drill Hall 
was on August 9th, 1947, when we had a social 
evening, which was greatly appreciated by a 
nice gathering of members, their wives and 
friends. After the Minutes were read and 
confirmed and the correspondence dealt with 
we made our final arrangements for Remem
brance Day Parade. 

We still have two old members on the sick 
list, Mr. Wratten, of Brabourne, and Mr. 
Beeching, of Ruckinge, who we understand 
with deep regret will do no more work. 

This concluded the business part for the 
evening, the remainder being spent in harmony. 
Songs were rendered by several members, also 
by some of the ladies. 

Mr. Hughes gave several delightful solos on 
his cornet, Mr. Hogben also entertained with 
his gramophone and his mike. 

Our booby prizes were won by Mrs. Dungate, 
1st (ticket No. 77 (white) ). Secont prize (ticket 
No. 57 (white) ) was not claimed. 

Our thanks are due to Mr. Rowe, who 
provided the drinks. 

A very enjoyable evening came to a close 
about 10 o'clock. 

The next day, Sunday, August 10th, was 
Remembrance Day, when most of our members 
made the journey to Canterbury by 'bus. We 
were very pleased to have our President, Major 
Bompas, in charge with us, also to see such a 
large number on parade, but still hope to see 
more another year. 

We are all very sorry to hear of the death 
of Mr. J. Ashdown of Folkestone on his return 
from the Cathedral. All at Ashford send their 
very deepest sympathy to those he left behind. 

I would like to take this opportunity of 
thanking all who helped to make this another 
Remembrance Day such a great success ; also 
Bandmaster Salmon for the delightful music 
both in and out of the Cathedral. 

Our September Meeting was held on the 6th 
at the Drill Hall, when we had a nice gathering. 
The Chair was taken by Mr. H. Barnes and we 
were pleased to have Major Bompas, our 
President, with us again. 

The minutes were read and confirmed and 
the correspondence accepted. Two letters were 
received from London, one from the London 
Branch, about their 21st Anniversary Dance 
at Bridge House ; we all wish them every 
success, and hope that the Branch is still going 
strong in another 21 years' time. The other 
was from Major Enright to tell us he was 
retiring from the post of Secretary of the 
London Branch. We are sure they will all miss 
him in that office very much after all he has 
done for them during his very long term of 
office. We all at Ashford wish him long life, 
good health in the future, and hope to see him 
again soon. 

We were glad to see one of our old members 
and Secretaries, Mr. T. Hogwood, at the 
meeting again ; he has not been able to be 
with us much lately owing to night work, but 
hope to see more of him now. We all miss these 
old faces when they are unable to come. 
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We hope to hold a Dance at the Drill Hall 
at an early date. 

This concluded the business for the evening. 
Several songs were sung by our members, 

also by some of the ladies, and gramophone 
records were played by Mr. Hogben. 

Our booby prize was "won by Mr. H. Barnes. 
A very enjoyable evening closed at about 

9.45 p.m. 
In closing these notes we wish all Branches 

the best of luck. 
E.J.S. 

London Branch. 
A meeting of the London Branch was held 

at the Prince Alfred, Tufton Street, S.W.I, on 
Saturday, 16th August last, with Lieut.Colonel 
J. R. P. Williams in the Chair. 

MINUTES.—The Minutes of the last meeting 
were read, passed and signed. 

21ST ANNIVERSARY DANCE.—The Assistant 
Secretary gave a progress report and said 
tickets were still on sale. It would be a first
class show. Dress, lounge suits. 

BUN PENNY COLLECTION.—The collection 
amounted to £1 Is. 6|d. 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS.—It was proposed by 
Lieut.Colonel Williams and seconded by R. 
Billings that the retiring Secretary, Major J. E. 
Enright, be elected a VicePresident. The 
proposal was carried unanimously. 

Major Enright rose and said, "I hope the 
members will give as much loyal support to 
the new Secretary as they have given me over 
the last twenty years." He reminded them of 
their promise to support the Branch financially 
and this they had never failed to do. 

"We have had our differences and have 
made them up again and the Branch has 
flourished, so let us carry on with the good 
work and become stronger and stronger." 

NEW MEMBERS.—Mr. Hobday, 2nd Battalion, 
and Mr. Ash, 5th, attended for the first time. 

CENOTAPH PARADE.—The Chairman asked 
the members present to consider holding the 
Cenotaph Parade at about 6 p.m. on the third 
Saturday in June next year immediately before 
the monthly meeting, when a good attendance 
was certain and might give other Branches an 
opportunity of attending if they were certain 
of getting a meal after, which seems to be 

impossible, on a Sunday afternoon and may be 
contributory cause of our small musters in 
1946 and 1947. 

He asked them to consider it for three months 
and then bring it up again for a decision. 

MEDWAY BRANCH VISIT.—Mr. Collins 
announced that the Medway Branch would 
be invited to pay us a return visit on the third 
Saturday in October, when we hoped to give 
them a bumper show in return for the very 
fine evening they gave us. 

Mr. Collins asked our members to turn up 
in force and give them a royal welcome. 

CRICKET.—Mr. Collins wants more volunteers 
for the team and hopes to get young men who 
have been playing in the battalions recently ; 
they make a cricket team, not the old boys, 
but I fancy they could put up a good show. 

9TH BATTALION.—Mr. E. G. Smith on a 
recent visit to Buckinghamshire, picked up a 
current issue of the Northampton Echo, which 
carried an article commenting on the smartness 
of this Battalion at several places in which the 
writer had seen them. Mr. Smith had, un
fortunately, mislaid the copy. We would like 
to see it. 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY. — Remembrance 
Sunday on the 10th ultimo was a good muster 
for the London Branch. We had 75 on parade 
and in addition others who did not march, 
bringing the total to 118. 

W. J. Manning organised a coach party from 
Ilford and Bert Tester a party from Dorking. 
Good work, boys. 

It was nice to see the cheery smile of Colonel 
Harry Fine. Somehow he always manages to 
get into the leading file with his old friend Bob 
Billings. 

Lieut.Colonel Williams, our President and 
Branch Chairman, supported by Major Enright, 
placed a wreath at the Warriors' Chapel. 

Major H. G. James has once again lavished 
hospitality for which we offer our sincere thanks. 
What a boon to be able to sit down to a 
beautifully served tea without having to hunt 
for a restaurant or queue when it is found. 

The Colonel of the Regiment came to greet 
us during tea and later looked in again in 
company with the Mayor of Canterbury, who 
welcomed us to the City and hoped to see us 
there many more times. She also said, "My 
only connection with the Regiment is having 
had two sons in it, one of whom is still a 
Territorial." If we may say so, comment is 
unnecessary. 
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The parade, the service, the entertainments 
and refreshments after were excellently 
arranged. The refreshment tents were ideally 
placed and it was possible to sit on the grass, 
eat, drink, listen to the band, watch the cricket 
and keep an eye open for old friends at the same 

* time. Coupled with beautiful sunshine and a 
refreshing breeze the day passed all too quickly. 

There were many inquiries for G. A. Dillistone 
* and A. Veale from 1 /4th and 1 /5th members 

of other Branches. 
Pat Camelio and his wife travelled all night 

from Birmingham and Frank Green from 
Southampton to attend one more parade. 
Fine examples of the Buff spirit. 

Cpl. Mount, Neddy Norman and Turner 
represented the oldest of the Old Brigade. 
They found the air at Canterbury much stronger 
than that of Chelsea. 

We managed to have a few words with Major 
G. Ricketts and Mrs. Bill Ricketts. 

Brigadier Whitacre Allen greeted a few old 
friends of the Branch. He was a regular 
attendant at our meetings until he moved 
away to the country. 

Major Frank and Mrs. Sidwell with Tommy 
Tutt must have met dozens of old friends during 
the afternoon. 

The rumour that two prominent members of 
the London Branch walked froiti the Depot to 
London is totally unfounded. 

Amongst the members of the 2/5th Battalion, 
which was commanded by Viscount Goschen, 
we noticed Mr. W. Beale and Captain R. Rice. 

Any man who served in the Regiment at 
any time must, at Canterbury, meet someone 
with whom he served. For two people to meet 
for the first time for thirty or forty years is a 
common occurrence on Remembrance Sunday. 

The members of the London Branch tender 
their deepest sympathies to the relatives of 
the member of the Folkestone Branch who 
met his end in such a sad way. 

The new Secretary of the London Branch, 
who was a 1914 1 /5th Battalion Territorial, 
has now, with Mr. R. J. Collins, who was a 

, C.S.M. in the 2nd Battalion, together taken 
over the whole of the secretarial duties from 
Major Enright. 

With best wishes to all Buffs we promise to 
do all we can to further the interests of the 
Past and Present Association and we promise 
to devote most of our leisure to that end. 

E.C.W.G. 

Dover Branch. 
LADIES' GUILD. 

The ladies of the Guild, Dover Branch, held 
their Annual Outing on Monday, September 
8th. They left Dover at 2 p.m. and journeyed 
to Rye, going through Folkestone, Hythe, 
Dymchurch and New Romney, arriving at 
Rye at 3.30 p.m. They then went to the 
"Fletcher House", where a lovely tea was 
awaiting them. This was welcome and 
thoroughly enjoyed by all. They then went 
into the lovely church and had a look round 
that very interesting building. Afterwards 
they went sightseeing round Rye. 

They left Rye at 6.45 p.m., to return home 
via Tenterden, Ham Street, New Inn Green 
and the Alkham Valley, stopping at the Star 
Hotel at Newington for refreshment, which 
was enjoyed by all. 

They arrived home at 9.30 p.m. after a most 
enjoyable time, having no mishaps at all. Their 
thanks go to the Chairman and all who made 
it such a great success. 

We would like to welcome more wives of 
Buffs to join our Guild. All would be made 
very welcome. Meetings are held on the second 
Tuesday in the month, at 3 p.m., at the Co
operative Hall, Coop Cafe, Biggin Street, 
Dover, so we hope to see more join up, it's a 
grand thing. 

Medway Branch. 
There was a good gathering of members at 

the Brickmaker's Arms, Gillingham, for the 
August Meeting. And it was as well, for there 
were many things to discuss before the meeting 
dissolved to darts and refreshment. 

Mr. Cox was in the Chair and he had the 
support of the ViceChairman, Hon. Treasurer, 
but it was noted that the Hon. Secretary was 
still away. We had news of him from various 
members and were pleased to know that things 
were going on in the right direction for him. 
We hope he will be in his usual place next 
meeting. 

The Sports Committee is a very live affair. 
They gave proof of this in the programme 
they had arranged for the winter session, and 
which they asked the meeting to endorse.' 

First of all there was to be a dance during 
October at Central Hotel, Gillingham. It was 
to be the first of a monthly series. Then there 
was to be a dance at the Town Hall, Chatham, 
when the exact date could be decided upon. 
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Naturally, there were many details and sug
gestions that required talking over, but it was 
agreed to give the Sports Committee every 
support and assistance and they were told to 
go forward with the projects. 

There was also a return visit to London to be 
arranged. Names were asked for and a coach 
was filled from the members present and their 
friends. We look forward to this event, and 
are sure that it will be another case of "a good 
time will be had by all". 

Some friends of Mr. Ashdown, of Folkestone 
Branch, spoke in sympathy of the tragic passing 
of their old pal. Messrs. H. J. Rogers, A. K. 
Richards, Tubby " and Fred Woolcott recalled 
the good old times with Joey Ashdown when 
they were together in "C" Company, 1 /4th 
Battalion, in Aden, India and other spots. 

A good meeting. And no doubt good results 
will be forthcoming from it. 

j

Ramsgate Branch 
Ramsgate holds no branch meeting in August. 

This is a busy month for a seaside town, but 
I expect my Chairman, Ted Swendell, will, as 
soon as this copy reaches him, look to see if 
Ramsgate is still on the map, so please, Editor, 
squeeze a little space in your valuable columns 
for my "literary efforts". 

Some of my duties are near our golden sands, 
and during my tours I have noticed the Associ
ation badge in many visitors' lapels. I felt like 
making myself known, it bucks one up to see 
the old "Duck" emblem, and I wished we had 
an August meeting to invite these members to. 

Bill Playford will be undergoing another 
operation, I kndw all Buffs trust this one will 
be successful and he will soon be with us at 
our meetings. 

Now our September meeting will be the third 
Friday and we look for a big muster, and I will 
have the material to write some news. 

Best wishes to all Buffs, past and present. 
B.E.K. 

Canterbury Branch 
As reported in our last notes, the bat and 

trap team were due to meet Cooper's Sports in 
the final for the 1st Division Cup. This was 
played off on August 15th, resulting in a win 
for the Branch by 21, thus making them the 
Cup winners. The team as a whole played well, 
but the outstanding feature of the game was 

the almost uncanny bowling of W. Foord, who 
took 4 traps with four consecutive balls. We 
congratulate the team, which was comprised 
of: H. Hogben (Junior) (Captain), W. 
Newington, S. Clarke, T. Foord, A. Reynells, 
N. Lyall, A. Styles, P. Holmes, L. Coley, 
A. Hackman (Reserve). 

We were all pleased to see two staunch 
supporters in Mr. C. Rennells (our exSteward) 
and Mr. A. Wiggs, the latter having travelled , 
from Sittingbourne for the occasion, and 
eventually returned to Sittingbourne full of good 
cheer (?)—beer. No doubt these two supporters 
did a lot to inspire the team to victory. It is 
not quite clear who was singing Over the Garden 
Wall, Nobby or Jock. 

The Cup is to be presented on September 
22nd, and it is hoped to return with the Cup 
to the Branch Club the same evening. It is 
rumoured that Jock is selling his suit so that 
he can fill it (the Cup, not the suit). Any offers 
will be considered. 

The Club still continues to be patronised by 
a good number of members and honorary 
members, but there is still room for a lot more. 
Anybody wishing to learn the art of crib has 
only to come along and Jock will instruct them 
what to do with the fives (?). * 

The Monthly Meeting was held on Friday, 
5th September. Mr. Parratt was in the Chair. 
Fourteen members were present and a good 
deal of business was discussed. Unfortunately, 
owing to the small number of members wishing 
to take advantage of mixed outing, this had to 
be cancelled. After the closing of the meeting 
the rest of the evening was spent cribbing, etc. 

HERNE BAY SUBBRANCH. 

The Herne Bay SubBranch gave themselves 
a treat when nineteen of their members visited 
the Folkestone Branch on September 12th. 
The head of the column moved out to time but, 
by a series of mischances, they found them
selves late at their destination. 

We made such good speed at the start that we 
had to pause in Bridge to get our breath, but 
our main misfortune came after we were well 
in Folkestone. There we chose the wrong 
native to tell us the way. In indistinct tones 
he gave us a very vague route and then, 
exhausted by his efforts, he pushed open the . 
swing doors and returned to—whatever it 
was he had been having. There was a general 
movement to follow him, but this was checked 
and we continued our tour of the town. 
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When we did arrive, we found an hospitable 
welcome and settled, with old and new friends, 
to a very enjoyable evening. The aggregate 
result of the numerous games was rather 
against us, but we must plead that we did not 
know the table and we did not bring our own 
cards. The shutters went down all too soon 
and gradually we tore ourselves away. When 
the 'bus had roughly the same numbers in it as 
when we started, we made a regretful departure 
and it was then too late to offer any chance of 
further adventure. 

Folkestone Branch. 
AUGUST MEETING, held at the Club on 

Tuesday the 12th. In the absence of Lieut.Col. 
Wilson, the ViceChairman, Mr. W. Brunger, 
presided. The meeting observed silence in 
memory of Mr. J. Ashdown, who died so 
tragically at the Memorial Service Parade at 
Canterbury. 

The Minutes of the July Meeting were read 
and adopted. We welcomed to the meeting 
one of our life members, Mr. V. Hewson, who 
is now living at Bury St. Edmunds, to which 
"Vic" suitably replied. 

The monthly collection realised 15/6. 
Mr. R. Billings visited us on August 16th, 

bringing the condolences of London Branch on 
the death of our late member, Mr. J. Ashdown. 

Mr. Billings, late 1914 6th Battalion, is 
making efforts to hold another Reunion Dinner 
of the Battalion, and all exmembers interested 
in the idea are asked to communicate with him, 
c/o London Branch, or notify our local Branch 
Secretary. 

SEPTEMBER MEETING, held at the Club on 
Tuesday, 9th. The Chair was taken by Mr. W. 
Brunger, ViceChairman. 

It was announced with regret that our 
Branch has lost two more members in Mr. W. 
Reynolds and Mr. C. Ray. The Branch was 
represented at both funerals. 

We welcomed do our meeting Cpl. Fremantle, 
a serving member of the Regiment with the 
H.C.I.T.C. 

Our Chairman and Hon. Secretary were 
appointed to attend the Annual General Meeting 
of the Past and Present Association at Canter
bury. 

Arrangements were made for the visit of 
Herne Bay Branch to the Club on Friday, 
September 12th. 

The monthly collection realised 17/3. 
T.L.H. 

2nd Battalion. 
T^HE Battalion Swimming 

Gala was held at H.Q. 
Land Forces Swimming Pool 
on 27th June. It was in the 
form of an intercompany 
competition, and all races 
were on a team basis. The 
weather was fine and a large 
crowd of spectators turned 
out to cheer on their com
pany teams. The standard 
was high—in particular the 
under water swimming and 
diving. 

The results were as 
follows 

pFour lengths breast stroke, "D" Company ; 
4 lengths crawl, "C" Company ; 4 lengths free 
style, H.Q. Company; 4 lengths medley relay, 
"D" Company ; 8 lengths breast stroke, "C" 
Company ; 8 lengths free style, H.Q. Company ; 
12 lengths free style, "C" Company ; Plunge, 
H.Q. Company ; Plate diving, "C" Company ; 
Under water swimming, "D" Company; 
Diving, "C" Company. The final order of the 
companies was "C", "D", H.Q., "B", Admin
istration, "A". 

An InterServices Water Polo League started 
on June 30th. We are pleased to report that 
the Battalion is so far doing very well in this, 
and has already beaten the Devons and H.Q. 
Land Forces by 40 and 52 respectively. 

The Commanding Officer has just rejoined 
the Battalion after an absence of about ten 
days on a G.O.C.inC.'s Conference at Singa
pore. We understand that the C.I.G.S. may 
visit the Battalion during the first week of 
August. 

At the present moment the damp heat is 
fairly intense and our main concern is to 
prevent our clothing and equipment from 
going mildewy. The only remedy appears to 
be to hang everything out in the sun each 
afternoon. 

Army football pitches have been put out of 
bounds for the next two or three months in 
order to allow grass to be sown. However, the 
companies at Stanley have mapaged by various 
ways and means to acquire the uses of a civilian 
pitch, and despite the grass being kneehigh, 
"B" Company managed to beat "C" Company 
by 30 recently. 

An interplatoon basketball competition is 
now in full swing and we hope to be able to give 
further news of this in next month's notes. 
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Sergeants * Mess. 
Another list of old timers who have hit the deck of 

Troopship and said farewell to the 2nd Battalion. 
The Empress of Scotland took away C/Sgt. Ray 

Gilbey, Sgts. Harry Wragg, Ron Soanes, Jimmy (Mighty 
Wurlitzer) Organ, Smudger Smith and Price. 

Your correspondent breathes a sigh of relief which is 
shared by the rest of the Mess now that we have a fair 
assurance that Mess Meetings will be of a reasonable 
duration. Yes, you've guessed it, you ex2nd Battalion 
Mess members, we said goodbye this time to Bob Gard, 
complete with pipe still burning. 

Old Bob disembarked from the Empress after a spot 
of LIAP and a fortnight later caught the same ship on 
her way back home after visiting Nippon. (Who said 
"Cook's Tour"?) Bob was give a Class "B" release and 
we hope it will prove useful to the economic recovery of 
Great Britain. 

Anyhow, our best wishes for the future are showered 
on all of them and we are sorry to see them go. 

We are expecting some promotions and consequent 
new members, but up to press they have not been 
announced. Frank Pawley keeps hanging around the 
bar and watching the door in case he misses their arrival ! 

Social life in Hong Kong appears to lapse with the 
oncome of the humid season, which we are "enjoying" 
at the moment. It's not really wet, but it's the only 
place I know where even the sparrows wear gumshoes ! 

However, a "musical appreciation" circle has been 
formed in the Stanley Barracks Mess on Saturday 
evenings. 

Your correspondent intends to attend one of these 
weeks and learn a few of the songs your mother didn't 
used to sing ! 

To turn to the sporting side, we have learnt from 
obscure sources that John Webb is to replace Sir Malcolm 
Campbell for the next attack on the World's Land Speed 
Record. The only obstacles to this appear to be lack of 
appreciation in higher places and subsequent loss of 
practice ! 

High Jinks in Murray Barracks .... Provost Sergeant 
Smissen is attempting to apprehend a tall doperunner 
who carries his illegal wares in a pouch on his back. 

Things are quite steady otherwise, and bashings on 
regardless are reported from this jewel of the Far East. 
Your correspondent therefore signs off until next time. 

Good Luck to all Buffs from R.S.M. Moore and all 
members of the Mess of the 2nd Battalion. 

Amongst the old hands who seem to be in suspended 
animation as far as signalling goes, Pte. Brown is often 
seen reading higher mathematics, while acting as 
R.S.M.'s orderly, Ptes. Garman, Hawkins and Thurston 
drive their motor cycles up the. twisting mountain roads 
between Murray and Stanley, while Ptes. Newman and 
Mitchell act as signal clerks when they are not delivering 
mail to the married families of Stanley Fort. 

Sometimes it rains, but we have got used to that. 
Off duty the signaller mob wend their way to the 

bathing beaches and discuss procedure as they lie in the 
sand watching red sailed junks fishing on a glassy sea. 

MORTAR PLATOON. 
Since our last writeup our members have again been 

very sadly depleted, owing this time to the departures 
of 55, 56 and 57 groups on the Empress of Scotland. 
We extend our very best wishes to Sgts. Smith, Soanes, 
Cpls. King, Bailey, Potter and Lee, also to Ptes. Self 
and Rocky Hughes, all of whom left us on demob. At 
the present moment our members are few, but it is hoped 
to recruit Mortar personnel from the Rifle Companies 
in the near future. At least we are sure of three N.C.O.s 
in a fortnight or so's time. Ptes. Pedersen, Jorgensen 
and Biggs are on a Cadre Course. Believe me, C.S.M. 
Turmaine doesn't spare them any. 

PIONEER PLATOON. 
Once again some more news from the Pioneer Platoon. 

Very little seems to have taken place since our last going 
to press. We were very sorry to see the loss of Cpl. 
Ron Allred, who has at last dispersed for U.K. on 
release. Good luck. Also to Eriksen, the mighty Dane, 
who has left on LIAP for Denmark. 

Now on to Battalion Swimming. In this sphere the 
Pioneers distinguished themselves. Havildar Hisgrove 
performing with some beautiful swallow dives, Bowditch 
and Lou Humphreys (who has just returned from 
LIAP). Well done, lads. 

We all look forward now to the InterPlatoon Basket
ball Competition where we hope to obtain some good 
results. In our last notes I am afraid we forgot to 
mention our old friend Cpl. 23O'Key, who also went 
home on release. Sorry, Horace, and all the best. 

With those words we close, wishing all exPioneers 
(including Doc. Cox) the best of luck. 

Headquarter Company. 
SIGNAL PLATOON. 

The Signal Platoon is rapidly decreasing in members. 
Last week Cpl. Hall left on the Empress of Scotland 
bound for the U.K. on release. 

The next to go will be Sgt. Jerry Ovenden, who has 
been with the Battalion and in the Signal Platoon for 
a considerable time in Burma, India, Java, Malaya, 
Singapore and finally Hong Korig. When he leaves we 
shall all be sorry to see him go, and wish him all the 
best in civvy street. 

Meanwhile a Signal Course is preparing fresh material 
to fill the ranks. Tjiis course is continuing under 
difficulties, only too familiar in this theatre, but these 
are being overcome by the instructors. 

M.T. PLATOON. 
The first days of July find us bidding farewell to two 

very popular members of the Platoon, Ptes. (Wiggly) 
Worm and (Scratchit) Seal. Although it is many weeks 
since they adopted the "timeex. attitude", it was with 
some reluctance that they handed over their vehicles 
just prior to embarking. They will be missed by every
one, and we wish them all the best on their return to 
civvy street. 

Slash Norris has left us too, to take things easy in a 
duty company, much to the relief of the new technical 
storeman, who will be happy in the knowledge that it 
will be unnecessary to spend most of his time searching 
for starting handles as did his predecessor. 

Chota Biggerstaff has been promoted to the "Big 
Stuff" and is now one of the "Big Boys" in spite of the 
fact that he experiences the greatest difficulty in looking 
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over the dashboard, but withthe aid of a few cushions 
he looks just the part. 

All vehicles at Murray Barracks have been touched up 
with paint in odd places which gives them the finishing 
touch, with the exception, of course, of Pte. Addersman, 
who has painted his so many colours in so many places 
that it looks like a circus showpiece. Hence the new 
nickname for Sgt. "Whatizit" Clarke (Sanger). 

Spike Loveridge is now "working foreman" of the 
technical department since the departure of his 2 i/c, 
L/Cpl. Ashmore, who flew home on compassionate leave 
a few days ago. We hope the latter finds that things 
have taken a turn for the better when he arrives in 
Blighty. 

Newcomers to the Platoon this month are Ptes. 
Pepper, Best and, last but by no means least, Pte. 
Palmeri, who has "pal'd" up with Chota, and they are 
now the Siamese twins of the M.T. Platoon. 

Things have been much quieter here since the last 
demob, draft left, the main reason is that Cfn. Smithson 
has gone, taking with him that instrument of torture, 
the saxophone. No more shall we have to endure those 
weird and depressing noises which emitted from the 
garages, starting when dusk fell and carried on far into 
the night. 

Cpl. Frankish has rejoined us after spending four very 
strenuous weeks on a Cadre Course, although the course 
finished over two weeks ago. He can't get out of the 
habit of looking behind him. He has our sympathy in 
this matter, and we hope the phoebia soon passes. 

Ptes. Willis and Sharp had an argument en route to 
Victoria some time ago. Unfortunately, they used their 
vehicles as weapons, which was rather a dead loss for 
the former, who limped back into Barracks less half a 
body. However, things have straightened themselves 
out since and they are now great pals. 

To conclude these notes, may we wish former members 
of the Platoon who should happen to read this, all the 
best of luck, and may we ask, "Don't you wish you were 
back here ?" 

Administration Company. 
Variety is the spice of life. How often has this very 

old saw been repeated and how very true it is. If I had 
written these notes yesterday I should have been sitting 
in the office with six inches of water on the floor, and 
the road outside impassable. In one morning we had 
over six inches of rain. Today it is the reverse and we 
are enjoying almost tropical heat and brilliant sunshine. 

The most bitter pill to swallow, however, is that 
despite the enormous amount of rain thathas fallen in 
the past few days, it is still impossible to get water to 
wash with at Stanley, and the Company are being 
kept fit and battle minded, for the long searches and 
marches necessary to find some supply need considerable 
tactical skill and enormous physical endurance. 

For the third time in five weeks the C.Q.M.S. has had 
the G.1098 kit laid out, and we now have a new (?) 
Company Commander in Captain C. Bossom. Our 
previous Company Commander has gone down a little 
in the social scale, having taken over the duties of 
Officer i/c House of Correction. To both we offer our 
best wishes in their new appointments, but must express 
the hope that Captain Wogan Brown will remain a 
Buff at heart and not degenerate into an ordinary 
"Screw". 

Sport has been at the minimum during the past month 
and the only notable event was a very successful 

swimming gala held at the Victoria Baths. This is the 
first sportive occasion when Administration Company 
were not last, and though, by no means first, we have 
at last managed to get out of the rut of "always last". 

Much literature has been prepared and written by 
more learned men than I upon the wonderful diving 
abilities of South Sea natives and other persons in various 
parts of the world. As much as I hate it, I must state 
here that all the previous books written on this subject 
are just piffle. We have in the Company at the moment 
Sgt. Clarke of the M.T., who remained submerged in 
the Victoria Baths for 27 minutes, after which period he 
rose triumphant with one plate. 

Questioned afterwards about this marvellous feat, he 
informed us that he did not collect more than one plate 
because he did not want to appear greedy, and anyhow, 
he was more used to diving for pennies thrown by 
tourists into the water at Port Said. 

During the past month we have had two leave parties 
of P.O.s and A.B.s from the destroyer Constant staying 
the weekend with us. They thoroughly enjoyed them
selves. I see no reason why they should not have done, 
for between long hours of sleep they did a little drinking. 
It took two men seven hours to clear the empty bottles 
of ten matelots ! 

With the embarkation of 55, 56 and 57 groups several 
old members of the Company departed. Sgt. Sinatra 
Organ, whose silvery notes charmed many a married 
lady when having treatment, walked up to the gang
plank with L/Cpl. V. Smith, also of the M.I. Room, 
L/Cpl. J. Smith, the Company Pay Clerk, forsook his 
acquittance rolls, and Ptes. Worm and Seal with a last 
farewell to their vehicles bade a rather beery goodbye 
to the remainder of the M.T. Section. 

Many others unfortunately, too numerous to mention, 
also left. It is always a sad occasion to lose old friends, 
more so when one has lived with them in the barrack 
room or drunk with them in the Mess. However, these 
partings are inevitable and we can only express the 
earnest wish and hope that all of them will find congenial 
employment and settle down to civilian life as well as 
they settled into Army life. J  J A7 C P r T3 

"A" Company. 

Well, this month has been anything but a newsy 
month and the main topic seems to be the weather. 
We have been doing a few route marches and a certain 
Platoon Commander swears in all seriousness that he 
has seen at least three pairs of feet web on 
inspections. It certainly has rained some and with it 
we have heard gruesome stories (some have to be 
flavoured with a little salt) of typhoons and their 
peculiar habits from old hands, many of whom we feel 
sure have never been within Cooee of one. 

For the past month we have had the task of looking 
after the Japs at Stanley Prison. Some of these are 
War Criminals, others witnesses and awaiting repatri
ation to Japan. It is a nice spot and a Platoon strength 
changes over each ten days. 

We have plenty of swimming, and play the warders at 
football every evening, weather permitting. 

It has made a change from one week's training and one 
week's guards, and we feel very reluctant to hand over 
to "D" Company early next month. Still, all good things 
come to an end. 

The Battalion held its first swimming gala at Victoria 
Barracks Swimming Pool the other week and strangely 
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enough it didn't rain. "A" Company did not shine 
though and we will make no excuses. Those we did 
muster, Pte. Berthelsen 652 and Cpl. Collyer (since gone 
to "C" Company), made quite a gallant effort and did 
get some points. 

Major Majendie of "D" Company has energetically 
sponsored an InterPlatoon Battalion Basketball 
fixture (which to look at seems to be some sort of 
Martian Railway Timetable or an Arabian Algebraic 
Problem) which is scheduled to start the first week in 
July. 

The area in rear of "A" Company block has become a 
veritable sports arena. We have the tennis court 
working, an incomplete badminton court and the 
basketball court. All games can be played simul
taneously and should help to make up in sport for the 
loss of football and hockey grounds due to summer 
returfing and seeding. 

The Empress of Scotland carried off with it some old
timers of "A" Company on demob.—Cpl. Nicholls, 
Ptes. Perry, Tomlin, Hughes, Gittings and Mason. 
LIAP claimed Ptes. Atkinson, Ambrose, Clausen, 
Gamsgaard and Fredriksen. We wish those quitting the 
service all the best in civvy street and those going on 
LIAP, "Have a good time and hurry back for your 
guards, boys". 

P.S.—The C.S.M. is in credit again. 

"B" Company. 
In company with the rest of the Battalion the Com

pany has been employed mainly on guards recently. 
As usual, we have had our welcomes and farewells. 
We welcome Captain Roberts from the Gurkhas, Lieut. 
Cox from the 1st Battalion and Cpl. Mahon from the 
5th Battalion. We wish them a happy stay with "B" 
Company. 

In a sadder vein we bid farewell to some of the old 
boys. Cpl. Sentinella, Pte. Bob Scanlan, Pte. Hallewell, 
Cpl. "Aluitious" Forgrieve, Sgt. "Kidda" Wragg. 
Cpl. Forgrieve joined us when the Cameronians went 
into suspended animation and had only been with us 
four months, but during that time he became a firm 
favourite. The remainder had all been with the Battalion 
for over two years, and we wish them all the very best 
of luck in civvy street. Bob Scanlan promised us that he 
would wake up just before he got to Southampton ! ! 
They left with the C.S.E. Concert Party, so we hope they 
will have a swell trip. 

In the recent swimming gala we were unlucky not to 
find a first place, but we made several second places and 
must congratulate all who competed from this Company. 

Congratulations also to Captain Roberts and Ptes. 
R. Smith and Lofty Dickson, who are in the Battalion 
water polo team which has so far not lost a match. 

We have managed to procure a football pitch in 
Stanley village. The only trouble is that the grass is 
knee high and there are several pitfalls. In spite of this 
it is grand to be playing football again and we managed 
to beat "C" Company, 3 goals to nil. 

A Battalion interplatoon basketball league is now in 
full swing, and with swimming, basketball, football and 
guards our time is pretty well occupied. 

Sgt. Rose, our A/C.S.M., is gradually turning grey 
and we are also told that he is getting a little puggled ! ! 
However, he is doing an excellent job with C/Sgt. 
Bangers Day and Company Clerk Titch Ford steering 
him along the straight and narrow. 

4<C" Company. 
June has passed by, leaving us with a rather mixed 

memory of routine guards, the odd spot of training, and 
a lot of rain (which apparently has nothing to do with 
a shortage of water), and a few isolated events, of which 
the King's Birthday Parade on June 12th and the 
InterCompany Swimming Gala on June 27th spring to 
mind. We succeeded in winning the swimming, and 
thus have added another feather to our cap. Perhaps 
one day "C" Company will be engraved on a swimming 
shield as well as on a football shield. Great credit is due 
to the efforts of 2/Lieut. RockDeBesombes and the 
team as a whole for putting up such a performance— 
the issue was never in doubt after we had won five of 
the eleven events outright, and were well placed in all 
the remainder. No one who saw it will forget the diving 
of Ptes. Baker and Williams, which ended the day, 
and many were surprised at the unusual aptitude for 
collecting tin plates shown by 2/Lieut. Smith and 
L/Cpl. Rodmell. The following represented the Com
pany : Lieut. StratfordTuke, 2/Lieut. Smith, 2/Lieut. 
RockDeBesombes, L/Cpls. Canham, Jearum, Rodmell 
and Tritton, Ptes. Hobbs, Swan, Baker, Williams, 
Kruger, Crawley, Rasmussen, Jeffrey, Larsen, Watson, 
Allen, Giddings, Andersen and McGillicuddy. 

At the beginning of this month we were issued with a 
pair of sheets. What a scream it was to see Badger 
Harding and Mumsy Preston (Company runner still) 
trying to place their sheets on their charpoys. In the 
end Badger rolled his up and stuck them at the end of 
his charp. for use as a pillow and Mumsy wrapped his 
round his carcase (what a body !) and was heard to 
remark, "What a bhrama dhoti, now for some pukka 
nechi!". 

On 29th June we said Goodbye to a lot of old faces 
which we shall miss. Captain R. P. Twyman, our 
Company 2 i/c, left on demob., together with C.Q.M.S. 
Gilbey (Ray), Cpl. Harry Russell, Cpl. Eddie Baker 
(too bad for Josie !) and Pte. Ginger Hill, while Cpl. 
Badger Harding left on Python. Good Luck to them 
all and a swell voyage home ! 

To replace the thinning ranks we welcome to the 
Company the following, and only hope that, unlike the 
fashion at the moment, their stay with us will be a long 
one : Cpls. Lyons and Pitts, Ptes. Floyd, Holloway, 
Spokes, Colyer, Arms, Baker, Brown, B. Richards, 
K. Richards, Lee and Iredale. 

"D" Company. 
"A change in 'D' Company and all around I see", to 

paraphrase on a famous quotation. The Company 
nominal roll looks as though a spider with its feet dipped 
in ink has been dancing on it, so many are the changes. 

Four more have gone home on demob. Good luck in 
civvy street to Cpls. Beigel and McLoughlin and Ptes. 
French and McCormick. With them went a large 
LIAP party, headed by 2/Lieut. Baker and containing 
for the first time a contingent of our Danes. Apart 
from these losses we have during the month sent men 
away to be attached as R.E.M.E. Craftsmen, Petrol 
Storemen, Cooks, Telephone Orderlies, Medical Orderlies, 
Post Corporal, Police Picket, etc. What more proof is 
needed that the infantryman is Jackofalltrades. 

The result of all these losses has been that those who 
are left have borne an increased burden of guards ; but 
still occasionally during our guard week one is still able 
to hear cries of, "Wot ! not on guard ?" in front of the 
detail board. But these cries are becoming fewer day 
by day. 

Continued on p. 229 
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Beneath Bell Harry. 
' T H R O U G H O U T  

August " absolute 
draught " continued, 
to the delight of 
sporting enthusiasts 
of all varieties, but 
causing a certain 
amount of concern to 
those with agricultural 
interests. 

The first event of 
note was a liaison 
visit to the Royal 
Fusiliers at Hounslow 
by a party consisting 
of Lieut.Col. Parry, 

Major Plumptre, Captain ffrench Blake, Captain 
Warren, Captain Bax and Captain Platel, 
together with the R.S.M. and a number of 
senior N.C.O.s. 

The lighter side of the visit included a cricket 
match, which, unfortunately for us, followed 
immediately after a somewhat lavish lunch in 
the Officers' Mess. Our hosts, having ensured 
that the eyesight of most of us should be far 
from clear, proceeded to bowl us out for a 
paltry 73, of which Pte. Butler, a recruit, 
contributed 28. We were saved from too 
ignominious a defeat by the steady bowling of 
Major Plumptre, who, recovering from the 
postprandial coma more rapidly than his 
colleagues, caused our opponents to migrate 
to and from the wicket in a steady stream, so 
that in the end we only lost by three wickets. 

The Guest Night which followed was the high 
light of a most enjoyable visit, and we greatly 
look forward to returning the Royal Fusiliers' 
generous hospitality when they visit us next 
month. 

Depot Cricket Week took place from the 20th 
to 23rd August, matches being played against 
the Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment 
(two days), the Band of Brothers and 
H.C.B.T.C., Shorncliffe. 

Although the Buffs had mustered a strong 
side, resplendent in caps and blazers of great 
distinction, performance did not come up to 
expectations and we were defeated in all three 
matches. The batting, particularly, failed at 
critical moments, though in the match against 
the West Kents it must be admitted that the 
extreme seniority of our opponents (two 
Colonels, three Lieut.Colonels and three Majors) 
may have caused their bowling to be treated 

with a respect proportionate to their rank 
rather than their merit. We were very glad to 
see Colonel Hancock once again playing for 
them and batting and fielding with youthful 
vigour. 

On the Wednesday the Squash Court was 
converted into a Mess Room for a Guest Night 
at which 33 officers sat down to dinner, after 
which our guests were dispersed to billets in 
widely separated parts of the barracks ; some 
in the Mess, some in Border House, and yet 
others in tents of great antiquity. 

On Thursday, 3 P.T.C. and Depot, The Buffs, 
held an "At Home" on the cricket ground and 
some 150 guests were entertained to tea and 
drinks, which helped to distract their attention 
from the spectacle of the later Buffs batsmen 
being dismissed in rapid succession. 

Cricket Week over, the month drew peace
fully to a close, with the sun shining continu
ously from a cloudless sky, and the broad 
expanses of grass round the New Barracks 
gradually taking on the appearance of a 
waterless desert. Normal routine has been 
reestablished, apart from a slight diversion 
caused by the visit of the South Africans, and 
we have no other events of note to record. 

There are certain signs of preparation for the 
winter, such as the erection of a hut near 
Border House to accommodate those officers 
for whom there is no room in the Mess and 
who have hitherto existed precariously in tents, 
and those who were rash enough to put their 
names down to play rugger recently found 
themselves being ruthlessly put through their 
paces by the P.T. staff, a development they 
had not anticipated. 

A few menacing clouds that appeared the 
other evening had all dispersed by the following 
morning, and to all outward appearances 
summer still continues. Long may it last. 

The following represented The Buffs during 
Depot Cricket Week :— 

Lieut.Colonel J. Connolly (Capt.), Brigadier 
V. Boucher, Lieut.Colonel D. A. Wilkins, 
Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry, Lieut.Colonel 
R. F. Parry, Lieut.Colonel Oliver, Major 
Lewis, Major Ravenhill, Major Plumptre, 
Capt. ffrench Blake, Lieut. Gatehouse, Major 
Rawlings, Major Walker, Captain Bax, Band
master Foster, Bandsman Gould. 

Sergeants' Mess. 
Now that the rather more hectic time of reunions 

and big parades has gone by, several members, including 
the R.S.M.,. have gone on leave and the remainder of 
us have settled down to more usual routine. 
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Visitors have fallen off, but our onetime W.T. Sergeant 
(now Mr. Croucher) has called in to pay a visit to find 
how things are going without him. He has applied for 
honorary membership and told Lofty that he has bought 
a book on correct English to ensure that he does not 
penalise himself too heavily under the new purity 
scheme. 

Sgt. Pendle, having just had leave and returning to 
find that range courses were in the air, together with the 
W.T.O. has found a way to dodge the sudden heavy work 
involved. Sgt. Davis has returned from the School of 
Arms with a A.X. (congratulations) and now takes over 
the work that Charlie has so abruptly been forced to 
leave. 

A dance is shortly to be staged at the new Gymnasium. 
It is a welcome relief to the staff. At least it will save 
them the usual Herne Bay jaunt, or will it ? 

The cricket match between the Sergeants and 
Corporals was a distinct success for us, chiefly in that the 
slogging of Jock Galloway and Lofty Shaw raised the 
score too high for the Corporals to beat. They came under 
the professional bowling of Dicky Fox and Maxie 
Maxwell and the terrific fielding of C.S.M. Champion, 
whose catching ability was of a high quality. 

Congratulations to C.S.M. O'Keefe on his marriage 
and best wishes to him and his wife for a happy and 
successful married life. After this has happened and 
considering the pitfalls that I hear exist at the I.T.C., 
it would not surprise us to hear of other casualties to 
the band of what was at one time considered the bachelor 
elite. Please note, despite rumours that Moggy Catt, 
Bob Barham and one or two others hotly deny that 
danger exists. Then consider Drummy Banks and it 
makes one ponder. 

Depot The Buffs. 
During the month of August the strength of the Depot 

Company decreased very considerably until by the last 
week it became quite a task to get the SergeantMajor 
to answer the 'phone for fear that someone in the P.T.C. 
wanted a fatigue party. 

The Depot was called upon to supply first an R.S.M. 
(R.S.M. Cummings), and then a relief R.S.M. (C.S.M. 
Faulkner) for the P.T.C. C.S.M. Faulkner was heard to 
mutter as crossing the Depot Square one day, something 
about "caterpillars" and "cabbages". Presumably all is 
not well with our agriculturists. 

Our congratulations go to B/Sgt. West on his pending*, 
move in the near future to the Royal Military School 
of Music at Twickenham as a student for his B.M. We 
also extend our best wishes for the future to C.S.M. 
O'Keefe, whose marriage took place during August. 
The reception, by kind permission of the Commanding 
Officer and R.S.M., was held in the Depot Sergeants' 
Mess, and as usual a good (hie !) time was had by all. 

It is rumoured that the Band are parading daily clad 
only in P.T. shorts. It is also rumoured that the Band's 
main topic of conversation at the moment is better and" 
quicker wayf of "getting their knees brown". 

We welcome to the Depot Company, Lieut. Dawson. 
We hope his stay, if not a long one, will be a happy one. 
Lieut. Cohen returned in the latter part of August from 
a Cadet Camp, and has ever since exhibited a marked 
tendency to avoid small boys. It has been noticed 
recently that a deluge of paper, resembling a miniature 
snowstorm, has been prevalent in the Depot Admin. 
Office. The simple explanation is that "Bob" is handing 
over. 

Sgt. Fox has been wearing a worried look lately, and 
has been overheard asking the children who inhabit the 
bullet bank if they've seen anything of a Dragon. 
Your guess is as good as mine. 

H.C. 

Depot Sergeants' Mess. 
Recently certain members of the Mess, ably led by 

Sgt. Fox, have been actively engaged in reviving our old 
chalk "Dragon", buried so long owing to the war. 
We wish them every success in their task. I have no 
doubt that The Buffs famous cap badge will soon regain 
its honoured place on the Bullet Bank. During the course 
of its recovery, Sgt. Wicks has proved himself an able 
navvy, which leaves so doubt in our minds that he has 
indulged in this strenuous pastime before. 

Our dear friend and billet char, Desperate Dan, is 
leaving at last. We wish him the best of luck in his new 
job, which will no doubt follow the course of the last. 
At least it will be nice not to hear his fluent English 
floating on the air of our billet haven, also, maybe now 
we can all enjoy a sweet cup of tea. 

The Sergeants' v Corporals' cricket match was enjoyed 
by all, and thanks to a good innings by Sgt. Fox, we 
pulled off a good win, not to mention other players who 
stole the limelight. 

Arrivals this month have been very few. C/Sgt. 
Shilling came and went with the wind. Sgt. Tillman 
arrived here on Python, and has since ably taken over 
duties of the Head Warden of the camp prior to Sgt. 
Baldwin leaving for a wellearned rest. 

Departures include Sgt. Evans, who has at last gone 
on his longawaited muscles course. This departure 
loses to the camp a valuable Regimental Mascot in the 
form of a seat with two wheels. Visitors to the camp in 
the past have all remarked on this, a remarkable 
resemblance to a motor cycle. 

Headquarter Company. 
Pursuant to the footnote of last month's notes, when 

a full report on the activities of H.Q. Company personnel 
on the August 10th Remembrance Day celebrations was 
promised, the writer has collected numerous items of 
news which are all—regrettably—beyond the bounds of 
propriety of the printed columns of The Dragon. Reports 
range from the discovery of a pint glass of old ale in the 
Library, to an entertaining spectacle described as one of 
"rustic simplicity" by the spectators at the cricket 
match, during the tea interval. There is not sufficient 
evidence, unfortunately to commit any company member 
by the nefarious deeds perpetrated in and about the 
lines, and consequently editorial comment is withheld. 
The writer can now hear a sigh of relief from many 
people who had hitherto been reading with trepidation. 

Frequent references in the past to the elusiveness of 
our Company Orderly Sergeant have brought a number 
of clues. Of these, the most startling and probable is 
the one which points very strongly to a redhead pre
siding over a section of the fashionable rendezvous 
"San Maria", where he is frequently seen resplendent 
in best B.D. For these modern times, the lady is 
pursuing unusual tactics, as, abandoning glamour and 
oomph, she is concentrating on the gateway to the 
heart being the stomach, and as she is said to have con
siderable influence in the culinary department of the 
establishment she adorns, close observers report that her 
gallant and distinguished suitor receives substantial 
evidence of her affection. The lady, however, has a 
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competitor in the form of a decrepit motor bike, which 
absorbs the ardent swain's financial resources and 
cramps his style. According to latest advices, it is 
apparent that the Jezebel will win by a large steak. 

Pte. Bigg, the Company Storeman, embarrassed 
beyond description by the caustic references to his un
shaven features in last month's notes, has negotiated an 
important executive position in the Unit Telephone 
Exchange, where he is concealed from the public eye : 
he will henceforth be known to us by voice only. He is 
replaced in the Stores by Pte. Shepherd of 17 years' 
military service vintage. He and the Colour Sergeant, 
who has been serving since he could barely toddle, will 
doubtless have much in common in their reminiscences 
of the "good old days" of Army life. 

Congratulations and best wishes are extended to Pte. 
Parsons—Sanitary staff—who has recently entered the 
holy state of matrimony. We hope that he and his 
spouse, formerly a busconductress, will spend many 
happy years "holding tight". 

Sympathy is also expressed to Lieut. Teesdale, Sgt. 
Pendle and Pte. Kjolsen for their unfortunate accident 
with a mustard gas container. 

fn conclusion, a short note on Class "A" releases. 
A. & S. Gp. 56 release day marked the loss of Pte. 
Eglinton, late 2nd Battalion, employed at the Officers' 
Mess. He was almost joined by Pte. Killman, also a 
batman, who although in Group 57, managed to get as 
far as Aldershot demob, centre before discovery. Better 
luck next time ! 

H.Q. Company proposed football team for the forth
coming season now consists of 22 members and 1 referee. 
If no other team in the unit is willing to provide the 
opposition, at least sufficient players are available to 
make up two teams which can therefore settle private 
differences when playing one another. 

No. 1 Company. 
This month has seen Cpl. Fusco off to Hythe on a 

Small Arms Course. We wish him all the best of luck 
for an A.X.X. and hope his cap will not be too tight for 
him when he returns. 

Our "QuarterBloke" has just returned from a well
earned leave (Sez you !). Whilst he was away his chair 
was filled by the one and only Sherrif. Nice work, 
Sherrif, but you are looking ten years older. What's the 
worry, Sherrif, 1157's or 1954's ? 

It was heard mentioned that Sherrif is going on leave 
shortly. Well, you must spend the bootlace money 
somewhere ! 

We would like to know, Mac, who was the "Old 
Sweat" who gave the R.S.M. a smashing salute ? We 
are wondering if the R.S.M. will buy him a pint or should 
it be drinks all round on the "Old Sweat" ? Mine's a 
milk stout, Mac ! 

Now that we have an officer in the company who has 
just returned from the 1st Battalion we are thinking of 
opening a "Flying Dobies" and "Durzies Shop". We 
can safely say his tailoring is good—we have seen it, 
tacking stitches all the way. Some call it invisible 
mending ! As to the Dobeying, well, it's done the 
"Oxydol" way. Now how many packets of "Oxydol " 
can you get for one soap coupon per fortnight ? 

No. 2 Company. 
Since our last issue, events have quietened down 

considerably, and once again the company has been able 

to settle down after five weeks' upheaval which cul
minated in the Trooping of the Colours. 

The N.C.O. problem was not so acute at the time of 
the August Intake as it overlapped during the previous 
Intakes' fifth week of training instead of the usual 
fourth week. This, however, was only a temporary 
respite and C.S.M. Gosby is going very grey on top as 
the company is now struggling with two Intakes over
lapping as before, with N.C.O.s being taken away daily 
to fire their Annual Range Course at Blean Ranges. 
This is not helped by the fact that onr Training Officer 
has temporarily taken over the arduous duties of 
W.T.O. Lieut. Barrett has taken over M.T.O., Lieuts. 
Boston and MorganGrenville are on leave, and Sgt. 
Davies, shown only on paper, has temporarily replaced 
Sgt. Pendle as W.T. Sergeant. In spite of the various 
duties required of the N.C.O.s, we are sure that C.S.M. 
Gosby will weather the storm. 

The one big event of the month was the Depot Cricket 
Week. Although, as with the Canterbury Cricket Week, 
officers could not desert their platoons to watch the 
matches, they made pretty sure that their platoons were 
training as near as possible to the Depot Ground, in 
order that they might take the odd (which was very 
frequent) glimpse of play in progress ! Full advantage, 
of course, was taken of periods such as P.T. and Hygiene. 

In the Sergeants' v Corporals' Mess Cricket Match on 
the N.I.B. Ground on August 27th, No. 2 Company 
Sergeants came to the fore with a dazzling display. 
The Corporals' Mess batted first and were all out for 27, 
demon bowler Sgt. Olver being mainly responsible for 
their collapse, taking five wickets for 9 runs in five overs. 
The Sergeants piled up 68 in their innings, Sgt. Galloway 
making a sparkling 16. His was the second highest 
score in an innings in which only two players reached 
double figures. 

We are very sorry to lose Sgt. Whitlock and Cpl. 
Jenkins on their release from the Army. We wish them 
the very best of luck for the future. 

L/Cpls. Orman and Hass are to be congratulated on 
their promotion to Corporal. 

Our only new arrival is L/Cpl. Lawson from H.C.B. 
Training Centre, whom we welcome into the company. 

2nd Battalion, 6D' Coy.—Continued from page 226. 

Congratulations to all those who have sewn tapes on 
their sleeves. The tailor has been kept pretty busy. 

The Battalion took part in a very impressive parade 
f or the King's Birthday and in spite of the fact that 
Company rehearsals were somewhat marred by the 
C.S.M.'s inability to say "Feudejoie" ("One of those 
funny things" as he always refers to it off parade) the 
Company acquitted itself very well. 

We just failed to repeat our athletics success in the 
swimming gala, of which "C" Company were worthy 
winners. All praise is due, however, to Sgt. Dickson, 
L/Cpl. Danielsen, Tyler, Lovstrom, Bentley, Nielsen 
954, L/Cpl. Baldwin and all the others (not forgetting 
Solly), who tried so hard and put a lot of hard work in. 

The Company were also privileged during the month 
to send representations to the service of reinterment of 
300 Canadian war dead who were killed in the fighting 
for Hong Kong. Those who attended will long 
remember the impressive ceremony which the heavy 
rain could do little to mar. 

Before closing for the month we would like to welcome 
2/Lieut. Reeve to the Company and assure him that 
we hope to get to know him better when he has finished 
his mysterious job of checking medical stores. 



230 T H E D R A G O N 

9th Battalion, The Parachute 
Regiment. 
Introduction 

TN November, 1942, the 10th Battalion, The 
"Essex Regiment, became the 9th Battalion, 
The Parachute Regiment, and moved from 
St. Albans to Bulford for reorganisation. 
During December, 1942, and January, 1943, 
the Battalion completed hardening training 
under the direction of Captain Harold at 
Hardwick and qualified as parachutists at 
Ringway. It was then incorporated with the 
7 (L.I.) and 8 (M.C.) into 3 Parachute Brigade. 
Later, in May, 1943, the Brigade became part 
of the newlyformed 6 Airborne Division. 

During the period ending May, 1944, the 
Battalion was stationed at Bulford and took 
part in a number of Airborne exercises in 
England, Scotland and Wales. The object 
borne in mind was always the same—an 
Airborne assault on an enemy strong point. 
In the early days the only aircraft available 
were a few Whitleys and later Albemarles, but 
in January, 1944, an almost unlimited supply 
of American Dakotas became available and the 
Brigade made the first mass drop at Winter
bourne Stoke. During this time the 7 (L.I.) 
Battalion was replaced in 3 Parachute Brigade 
by 1 Canadian Battalion. 

Part 2. Normandy. 
In May, 1944, the Battalion moved to a 

bivouac area at West Woodhay and there from 
aerial photographs and with the assistance of 
bulldozers constructed a full scale replica of 
the German battery at Galanelles in Normandy. 

This battery consisted of four 150 m.m. guns 
which enfiladed the beaches on which the 
seaborne landings were to be made on 6th 
June, 1944. Their destruction was essential. 
Each gun was housed in an enormous casement 
of concrete and earth, which 4,000 lb. bombs 
dropped by the R.A.F. could not penetrate. 
The gun area was mined and protected by two 
concentric belts of wire and an antitank ditch. 
There was an exterior mine field and in addition 
to the gunners, the battery was defended by a 
Company of German infantrymen. 

The Commander's plan was rehearsed by 
day and night until everyone knew his job 
perfectly. "A" Company were to provide 
diversionary parties and two platoons to crash 
land in gliders on the Battery, "B" Company 
were to breach the outer mine field, blow the 
two belts of wire with bangalores and bridge 
the antitank ditch, "C" Company were to 

assault. Mortars and M.M.G.s were in support 
and providing flank protection respectively. 
One troop of A.Tk. guns and a detachment of 
3 Airborne Sgn. R.E. were included in the 
Battalion Group to shoot down the steel doors 
at the rear of the casements and blow the guns 
respectively. The operation was to be preceded 
by an allout bombing effort by the R.A.F. 

The Battalion then moved to a transit 
camp near Broadwell, where detailed briefing 
took place and the Rev. John Gwinnett, M.C., 
S.C.F., consecrated the Battalion flag, which 
survived all operations and now hangs in the 
Officers' Mess. 

At about 2300 hours on 5th June, 1944, the 
Battalion emplaned and set a course for 
Normandy. The flight was uneventful until 
crossing the French coast when moderate flak 
was encountered and many aircraft were 
knocked off their course. Some men of the 
Battalion were dropped up to thirty miles 
wide. The drop, near the village of Varraville, 
was timed for 0050 hours, 6th June, 1944, but 
having been dropped over an enormous area, 
only 150 assorted all ranks arrived in the R.V. 
by 0250 hours. There were no Sappers, Gunners 
or Field Ambulance personnel, no mine detec
tors or special stores and only one M.G. In 
addition, the preliminary heavy bombing effort 
missed the battery completely and all but 
landed on the remnants of the Battalion. 

In spite of these difficulties, the "Trowbridge 
Party", commanded by Major G. E. Smith, 
M.C., located the battery exterior minefield 
and enemy posts and reported back to the C.O. 
The main body completed the approach march, 
penetrated the minefield, wire and ditch and 
in the face of heavy opposition overran the 
battery and captured the guns, which proved 
to be of 105 m.m. calibre, and of the German 
garrison only about 20 P. o W. The guns were 
put out of action by stuffing Gammon bombs 
in the breach and firing a round of S.A.A. into 
them. 

By first light the success signal, yellow smoke 
was put up and a pigeon dispatched on its way 
to England with the news. About 75 men of 
the Battalion came out of the battery on their 
feet and the Battalion, greatly depleted, moved 
on to their next objective, the village of Le 
Plein. This was too strongly held, but later 
in the day, reinforced by the 45 (Marine) 
Commando, the Battalion took the village. 
During the night 6/7th June, the Battalion 
moved further inland, south of the village of 
Breville to Bois du Mont by Chateau St. Comml, 
where they dug in and held repeated German 
attacks for the next eight days and nights. 
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A number of fighting patrols were seiit through 
the German lines and on occasions the Battalion 
was surrounded. An attempt to relieve the 
Battalion, now about 180 strong all ranks, by 
a B.W. Battalion proved unsuccessful, but 
eventually one of our Airlanding Battalions, 
2 Oxford and Bucks., took over the positions 
and the Battalion moved to the area of the 
Le Mesnil Brickworks. 

At this time a number of N.C.O.s and men 
who had been dropped wide of the DZ made 
their way back through the enemy lines. 
Although, except for patrols, little physical 
contact was made with the enemy, mortaring 
and shelling was heavy but on 17th June the 
Battalion was relieved by the 13 (Lanes.) 
Parachute Battalion and moved into the rest 
area at La Carde for a few days. 

On the fifth day the Battalion moved back 
into the line—a matter of about 1,200 yards— 
into the familiar Brickworks and until 17 August 
occupied various positions between Le Mesnil 
and Troarn. The Battalion provided a number 
of patrols and beat off a number of enemy 
attacks, so frustrating the Boshe intention to 
break through and play havoc in the bridgehead. 

Continued on p. vi 



.1 Modern Banking 
Service for Officers 

The Officer who maintains an account with 
Lloyds Bank, Cox's & King's Branch, at 6 Pall 
Mall, Official Army and Royal Air Force Agents, 
enjoys many facilities beyond the receipt of pay 
and allowances. 

Arrangements can be made to cash cheques 
at any of the Bank's branches and agencies at home 
and abroad. The Indian and Burma branches can 
credit pay and allowances as they become due. 

The Bank will also, on request, deal with 
Officers' Income Tax, Retired Pay and Pensions 
and will furnish information on Insurance and the 
purchase and sale of stocks and shares. 

The Manager will be glad to open an account 
for Officers and discuss their financial problems 
with them. 

LLOYDS B A N K  
LIMITED 

(cox ' s  A N D  K I N G ' S  B R A N C H )  

A R M Y  &  R O Y A L  A I R  F O R C E  A G E N T S  

5  P A L L  M A L L  S W 1  

I ) Offices at or near all Army & Royal Air 
XI&77/ Force Centres throughout England & Wales 

During the night 17/18 August the enemy 
began to retreat eastwards towards the Seine, 
but left strong rearguards on all features to 
delay our advance. The Battalion stuck to 
their heels all the way, firstly across the River 
Dives, and then along the road running east
wards towards Port Audemer. Third Parachute 
Brigade was completely committed in the t 
battle at PutotenAuge. The Battalion 
assaulted by night through a river about 8 feet 
deep' and 20 yards wide and captured their 
objective, the railway station and crossing. 
The Battalion held their positions and despite 
determined counter attacks and heavy shelling 
and mortaring held on for two days. The 
weather at this time was very wet, and every
body soaked for about a week. 

The Battalion then headed the advance 
again to Dozulle, Annebault, La Have, Tondue 
and St. Gatien, having skirmishes here and 
there, but the last battle of the campaign was 
fought a mile north of Bluzeville, which "B" 
Company had assaulted through the inevitable 
stream and up on to a high, wooded range of 
hills. "A" Company supported the attack with 
fire. 

It was at this time, that after three months'" 
continuous and savage fighting, the Battalion 
went into billets at Beuzeville. The advance * 
mainly on foot from the bridgehead to the 
Seine was phenomenally quick, considering 
having to fight stiff battles under foul conditions. 

After a few days resting and refitting the 
Battalion travelled back to the bridgehead in 
transport and embarked on the Empire Gauntlet 
for Southampton. Just over three months 
after taking off from England, approximately 
75 all ranks of the Battalion returned to Bulford. 

(to be continued.) 
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How to get 44 The Dragon" 
/- OR those wishing to receive the Paper direct through 

the post each month, the rates of. subscriptions are : 
1 year, 8/. 6 months, 4/. 3 months, 2/. 

Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot the 
Buffs, Canterbury. 

25 YEARS OF CATERING FOR 
CANTERBURY AND GARRISON 
We have seen the change from large families 

and large joints, 
To small families and smaller joints, 
To rationing and even smaller joints. 
We make it our constant endeavour to help 

you through the week, 
And guarantee your Sunday joint, large or 

small. 

:: FAMILY BUTCHER :: 

Sausage 
Our well 

Established 
Speciality 

F. R.  BEANEY „,  
(EXBUFF) 63 ^ 

22a MILITARY ROAD, Extensive 
CANTERBURY Refrigeration 

Telephone 2827 

JACOB S BISCUITS 
including 

CREAM CRACKERS 
& 

WATER BISCUITS 

Recommended for use in 

Messes and Canteens as 

suitable accompaniments 

to all meals 

W.&R.  JACOB & Co .  ( I /poo l ) ,  Ltd. 
Aintree Biscuit Factory 

HAWKES & Co., Ltd. 
MILITARY TAILORS SINCE 1771 

Uniforms Made to Measure 
Regimental Tailors to 

or for Immediate Wear 
THE BUFFS 

at Competitive Prices 

1 SAVILE ROW, LONDON, W.l  
68 HIGH STREET,  CAMBERLEY 



T H E  R E T U R N  O F  T H E  C R A F T S M A N  

/jFTER many years engaged on sterner work the craftsmen in 

gold and silver have returned to their peaceful tasks ready 

to devote their skill to the production of commemorative pieces 

in precious metals. Fine examples of such work are these models 

of the periods 1745, 1815 and 191618 depicted in silver by 

THE GOLDSMITHS & 
SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD 

mm 
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CONWAY WILLIAMS 
THEMAYFAIR TAILOR 

48 BROOK ST., MAYFAIR, LONDON, W.l 
(Opposite Claridge's Hotel) 

AND 

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY 

Morning and Evening Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions 
Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits 

All Cloths cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand 
in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors 

REGIMENTAL TAILORS TO THE BUFFS REGIMENT 

Telephones: Telegrams: 
Mayfair 0945 Camberley 498 « Militaila Wesdo, London " 

A. J.WHITE(HAI™S)L 
A. J. WHITE 

td 

Mrs. WHITE 
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TO THE 

REGIMENT 

X 
SOLE SUPPLIERS 

OF THE 
FLEXOLYTE 

FIELD SERVICE 
CAP 

REGIMENTAL 
CLUB & SCHOOL 

COLOUR 
SPECIALIST 

if

FANCY TIES, 
SCARVES, 

ETC. 

MAKERS OF EVERY KIND 
OF 

LADIES' & GENT'S HEADWEAR 
Established over','80 years 

8 BURLINGTON GARDENS, W.l 
Telephone : REGENT 0582 

TROPHIES 
DESIGNED & MADE BY CRAFTSMEN 
For threequarters of a century the name 
F. PHILLIPS has been synonymous with 
Trophies representing artistic perfection as well 
as sound economy. Cups, Shields, Medals, etc., 
are supplied from stock, or to special design. 

Quotations gladly submitted. 

F. PHILLIPS, 
(F. PHILLIPS and R. A. GARRATT)"^=^ 

Wellington Street, Aldershot 

FOR : : : : 

ACCURACY I N  DISPENSING 
AND : : : : 
RELIABILITY IN ALL MEDICAL 

AND SURGICAL GOODS 
o~o 

WALKER & HARRIS, Ltd. 
Sun Street and Northgate Street, 

CANTERBURY 



EXCLUSIVE TO THE SERVICES 

I) _lesign a new badge for NAAFI 
and win a prize in this Servicesonly £200 
Competition. 

You are familiar with the present symbol 
(it is shown above) in which you will have 
spotted the Navy, Army and Air Force 
elements. NAAFI is looking for a new 
badge — one which will be suitable to 
appear outside Clubs and Canteens, to 
serve as a direction board, and for all 
similar purposes. The competition is 
exclusively for all serving Sailors, Soldiers 
and Airmen, and WRNS, ATS, and WAAF. 
Entries may also be submitted by men and 
women of the three Services who will be on 
demobilisation Release Leave on 31st 
October, 1947. 

THE CLOSING DATE FOR THE 
COMPETITION IS 31st October, 1947, 
after which no further entries will be 
considered. Results will be announced in 
this journal. 

Entries should be sent to the Public 
Relations Officer, NAAFI., Ruxley Towers, 
Claygate, Esher, Surrey. 

Entries will be judged by a panel of 
experts and their decisions will govern the 
award of the following prizes:— 

First Prize £100 

Second Prize ... ... £ 50 
Third Prize £ 25 
25 Merit Prizes of £1... £ 25 

Total £200 

R U L E S  
1. The design must be capable of reproduction 

on paper, in wood or metal, or as a stencil. 
2. Each entrant may submit up to three designs. 
3. Competitors may prepare designs in pencil, 

crayon, ink or paint. 
4. Entries will be judged on the following 

qualities — 
(a) Shape; (b) Colour; (c) the incorpo

ration pf the letters NAAFI; (d) Motif. 
As a guide, the Shape should be bold, 
recognisable at some distance, and likely 
to be easily remembered. 
Colour; there is no restriction in the use of 
colours but entrants will no doubt bear in 
mind the Navy blue, Army scarlet and 
Royal Air Force blue as suggesting a 
suitable colour basis. 
NAAFI; the letters NAAFI (without full 
points) should be incorporated into the 
design and be immediately readable. 
Motif; this should symbolise the NAAFPs 
service to the Royal Navy, Army and the 
Royal Air Force. 

5. Designs may be of any size, although 12 ins. 
by 12 ins. is suggested as convenient limit. 

6. The Number, Rank, Name and permanent 
address of the competitor must be written 
on the back of each entry submitted. 

7. The judges' decision will be final and no 
correspondence in connection with the 
competition will be entertained. 

8. Proof of posting will not be accepted as 
proof of delivery. 

9. NAAFI does not guarantee to adopt as its 
official badge the winning design, or any 
design, submitted in this competition. 

10. NAAFI reserves the right to reproduce the designs of all priae winners 
Unsuccessful designs will be returned to the entrants. 

NAAFI 
The official canteen organisation for H.M. Forces in war and peace 

FIRST PRIZE 

£100 
SECOND PRIZE 

£50 
THIRD PRIZE 

£25 
25 MERIT PRIZES 

OF 
£1 EACH 

R U X L E Y  T O W E R S  C L A Y G A T E  E S H E R  S U R R E Y  



Photograph by Fish Moore 

Warriors' Chapel, Canterbury Cathedral. 
Remembrance Sunday? August 10th, 1947. 
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Personalia. 
/"^OLONEL J. V. R. Jackson has kindly 
^'provided the answer to our query in the 

"September issue reference a bell in the possession 
of the 4th Battalion Nigeria Regiment. He 
presented it to "C" Company, 1st Southern 

^Nigeria Regiment, at Okigwi (Calabar Province) 
on 21st April, 1913, on relinquishing command 
of the company. We have duly informed 
Captain Brackenbury and asked him to pass 
the facts on to the 4th Battalion, Nigeria 
Regiment. 

We welcome home Colonel L. B. Grant, after 
an absence of 12 years since his last leave home. 
It is 33 years since he left England with the 
4th Battalion in 1914. After eight years of 
Army life he became Secretary of the United 
Services Club, Simla, which appointment he 
has held for 25 years. For 24 of these years 
he has been in command of the Simla Rifles 
(Auxiliary Force, India). 

He, his wife and two daughters are settling 
cfown to a quiet life in Benenden, where they 
have received a warm welcome from many old 
Buffs and others. 

s We regret to record the death, in Germany, of 
Brigadier F. A. J. E. Marshall, and offer our 
deep sympathy to his wife and family in their 
loss. 

I 
Lieut.Colonel E. Barry has recently been 

acting as Military Governor, British Somaliland, 
during the absence* of the regular incumbent on 
leave. He hopes to go on retirement leave next 
September and to spend the forthcoming Winter 
in Kenya before returning home in the Spring. 

We regret to record the death of Lieut.
Colonel F. W. BradleyDyne, and offer our 
sympathy to his family in their loss. 

He was commissioned to The Buffs on 9th 
May, 1888, and retired on 23rd December, 1903, 
having served with the 2nd Battalion from 
1888 to 1890 and 1898 to 1903, latterly at the 
Depot, and the 1st Battalion from 1890 to 1898. 

We are glad to hear that Lieut.Colonel T. R. 
Reid is now employed as Welfare Officer and 
Secretary of the Kent Discharged Prisoners 
Aid Society at the Canterbury Prison. 

Major P. R. H. Fox went on retirement in 
August. We wish him the best of luck in the 
future. He is living at Old Farm House, 
Street End, near Canterbury, where he and 
Mrs. Fox are busy replanning the garden. 

Lieut.Colonel N. E. Hoare has moved to 
Barn Hatch, Hammer Lane, Grayshott, Hants., 
Telephone Headley Down 2214, where he will 
always be pleased to see any of his regimental 
friends. 

We are glad to hear that through the medium 
of the Association and the Ministry of Labour 
Appointments Board, Captain W. B. Breaden 
has obtain employment with Office Machinery, 
Ltd., London. 

Captain W. H. Pitkin, who is now in Greece, 
wishes to be remembered to his friends in the 
Regiment. 
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We regret to hear that Mr , L. R. Sayef, who 
is with the County Police, Berkshire, recently 
had a bad accident when playing football, 
fracturing the base of his skull. He is making 
good progress towards recovery and_ hopes in 
due course to meet his friends again at the 
London Branch. 

We regret to record the death of 1343 
InPensioner H. Monk, at the age of 81 years. 
He enlisted in the Regiment on September 1st, 
1884, being discharged on August 31st, 1901 
on termination of engagement. He was in 
possession of the South Africa 190001 Medal. 
He was admitted as an InPensioner to the 
Royal Hospital, Chelsea, in December, 1924. 

Pym.—On October 4th, 1947, at the Surbitqn 
Hospital, to Jean, wife of Martin Jeremy, 
Pym, of Copperfield, Orchard Lane,, E. 
Molesey—a son. » 

DEATHS 

Bradley Dyne.—On September 19th, 1947, * 
peacefully in a nursing home, Lieut.Colonel 
Frank W. H. Bradley Dyne, of 29 Gordon 
Road, Sevenoaks, late The Buffs, in his 79th 
year. 

Marshall.—On Sunday, October 12th, 1947, 
at 29 British Hospital, Hanover, Brigadier 
F. A. J. E. Marshall, D.S.O., M.B.E;, M.C.> 
late The Buffs, dearly loved husband of Nan 
Marshall. 

With reference to Colonel Howe's letter under 
"Correspondence". 

We, too, are often asked for information as to 
the whereabouts of various members or ex
members of the Regiment. We would welcome 
letters of enquiry or letters reporting what 
individuals are doing. Correspondence should 
be addressed to the Editor, The Dragon, Depot 
The Buffs, Canterbury. 

Dr. Eric George Millar retired from the staff 
of the British Museum recently, on reaching the 
age of 60. Since 1944 he has been Keeper of 
the Department of Manuscripts, which he 
entered in 1912. He is widely known for his 
writings on English illuminated manuscripts, 
and for his catalogue of the western manuscripts 
in the collection of Mr. A. Chester Beatty. 
He was in The Buffs during the 191418 War. 

Births, Marriages and Deaths. 
BIRTHS 

Champion.—On October 4th, 1947, at the 
Families' Hospital, Shorncliffe, to the wife of 
C.S.M. Champion, The Buffs, a son (Keith 
John). 

Gittings.—On October 8th, 1947, at the Kent 
and Canterbury Hospital, to Olive and 
Richard Gittings (late The Buffs), a son 
(Michael Richard). 

Hedgeland.—On October 7th, 1947, at The 
College Nursing Home, to Margaret (nie 
Willet) and Peter Hedgeland, a daughter 
(Jean Margaret). 

Obituary. 
Frederick Adrian Joseph Evans Marshall, 

Colonel, Temporary Brigadier. 
b. January 7th, 1895. d. October 12th, 1947. % 

EDUCATED at Dulwich and the R.M.C., 
Sandhurst, which he entered as a King's 

Cadet from the Public School Corps, he was 
commissioned as Second Lieutenant in v The" 
Buffs on August 11th, 1915; Lieutenant, 
January 1st, 1917; Captain, September 17th, 
1925' Brevet Major, December 20th, 1932; 
Major, September 15th, 1937; Lieut.Colonel, 
September 6th, 1943, and Colonel, October 
11th, 1946. 

He served with distinction in the Great War 
191418, as a regimental officer, being awarded 
the Distinguished Service Order and the Military 
Cross, a Mention in Despatches, the 191415 
Star, British War and Victory Medals. In 
1919 he joined the reformed 1st Battalion in 
Ireland, taking part in the operations against 
the Sinn Fein and being made a Military 
Member of the Order of the British Empire. 

He was Brigade Major, Rangoon Brigade 
from November 11th, 1928 to November 18th, 
1932, during which he took part in the Burma 
Rebellion, being awarded a Brevet Majority,, a 
Mention in Despatches and the Indian General 
Service Medal, Class, Burma. 

On September 9th, 1937, he was appointed 
Brigade Major 133 (Kent and Sussex) Infantry^ 
Brigade. In November, 1939 he took over 
Command of the 4th Battalion The Buffs, 
taking the battalion to France and later in 
October, 1940, when reformed, to Malta. 
On December 14th, 1941, he was appointed 
Brigadier to command 232 Infantry Brigade in 
Malta, and in November, 1943 local Major
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General in Command of Troops, Cyprus. In 
June, 1943 he was Mentioned in Despatches. 
On April 28th, 1945, he was appointed Colonel 
to command 178 Infantry Brigade, and later, 
in September, 1945, 182 Infantry Brigade. 

Medals for the World War : 193945 Star, 
Africa Star, the War Medal (193945). 

In December, 1945, he joined Headquarters, 
U.N.R.R.A., and at the time of his death was 
Regional Director, International Refugee 
Organisation, British Zone in Germany. In 
January, 1946, he was made a Commander, 
1st Class, of the Order of the Dannebrog. 

Adrian was a man whom one both admired 
and respected. Gallant in battle, he was an 
ardent student of his profession, in peacetime 
ever preparing himself for war. As a sub
ordinate he was the soul of loyalty, as a com
mander a tremendous worker who expected 
efficiency from those who served under him. 

He was a true friend, always ready to give 
sound advice or lend a helping hand when 
necessary. He was a keen small game shot 
and in his earlier days played rugby football, 
squash racquets and golf. 

By his death the Regiment loses one of its 
most distinguished officers, whose memory will 
be retained with affection in the minds of all 
ranks who served with him. 

A.J.P. 

By the death of Adrian Marshall the Regi
ment which he served so well, his many friends 
and the wider circle of those who knew him, 
have suffered a great loss. 

A man* of considerable character and in
dividuality who knew his own mind, his great 
sense of humour, and sympathy for others— 
particularly for the "underdog"—made him a 
memorable personality and won for him a host 
of friends. 

Joining the 1st Battalion from Sandhurst in 
1915, he saw much hard fighting on the Western 
Front up to the end of the war, commanding a 
company for a long time and being awarded the 
D.S.O. and M.C.—rare distinctions for a man 
who was only a substantive subaltern. In 
Ireland again with the 1st Batttalion, he was 
all through "The Troubles" with the Sinn 
Feiners, and will be remembered as one of our 
most energetic and active detachment com
manders, serving under Nauny Vertue in "D" 
Company, and being granted the M.B.E. for his 
services. Adrian  remained with the 1st 
Battalion in Constantinople and Turkey, Gib

raltar and India. He qualified more than once 
for the Staff College, but unfortunately for the 
Army as well as for himself, he was not given 
a nomination. . 

He was, however, later on, about 1930, given 
a Staff appointment, Brigade Major of the Ran
goon Brigade Area, and although he had had 
no previous experience on the Staff, he proved 
an extremely capable Staff Officer. When the 
Burma Rebellion broke his worth was soon 
apparent, and its successful conclusion was in 
no small measure due to his work. He was given 
a Brevet Majority, so while still a substantive 
Captain he had been awarded two decorations 
for the Great War and one decoration and a 
Brevet during the socalled times of peace. 

Afterwards he rejoined the 1st Battalion at 
Maymyo and was promised command of the 
mixed detachment of Gunners, Buffs and 
Burma Rifles detailed as escort to the Wa 
States Boundary Commission, which was a 
great compliment to a British Service Officer. 
Adrian put in much excellent and thorough 
preparatory work training and organising the 
detachment, and it was a great disappointment 
that the state of his health necessitated his 
relinquishing the command. 

In the Autumn of 1935, while still not very fit, 
when snipe shooting near Mandalay, he picked 
up a germ which led to a very serious illness, 
"Weil's Disease", and it was a very sick man 
whom Nan took home to England towards the 
end of the year, and it is doubtful if he ever 
fully recovered from the effects of this illness. 

He joined the 2nd Battalion at Borden in 
1936, but was not sufficiently fit to accompany 
them to Palestine for the suppression of the 
rebellion in the Autumn of that year. 

In July, 1937, Adrian was appointed Brigade 
Major of the 133rd (Kent and Sussex) Brigade, 
T.A., in which the 4th Buffs was serving. On 
the outbreak of the last war he was given 
command of the 4th Battalion, and took it to 
France in the Autumn of 1939 for duty on the 
lines of communication, where it was split up 
with no opportunities for collective training. 

When the "break through" occurred in May, 
1940, the 4th Battalion was hastily recalled 
up to take part in the fighting and as part pf 
an extemporised brigade fought alongside the 
51st (Highland) Division in the fighting South 
of the Somme and subsequent withdrawal to the 
coast. With practically no artillery support or 
air support they had a most gruelling time, 
but Adrian manager to bring most of the 
Battalion back to Southampton via Cherbourg. 
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He then reformed the 4th Battalion in England, 
but was not allowed to remain in this country 
for long as about the end of 1940 the battalion, 
Was sent to Malta. Adrian was there through
out the siege first as a Battalion Commander, 
and later as a Brigade Commander. The strain 
told on his health and he had to undergo a 
serious operation. .Those of us who knew how 
ill he had been in 1935 and the handicaps he 
had laboured under subsequently were full of 
admiration for the manner in which he carried 
On in France in 1940 and in Malta during the 
siege. 

In 1943 he was made Local MajorGeneral 
commanding the troops in Cyprus, and when 
this appointment came to an end early in 1945 
he returned to England and was given various 
appointments first at home and then with 
U.N.R.R.A. in Germany, and at the time of his 
death he was Regional Director of the Inter
national Relief Organisation. 

Adrian Marshall was one of the best soldiers 
the Regiment has produced^keen, efficient, 
a first class trainer of troops with a large fund 
of comhion sense and a most equable temper
ament—invaluable qualities in wartime—he 
was always a loyal subordinate and a really 
good commander. 

He was respected and loved by his many 
friends in the Regiment. The shrewd humour, 
the warmth arid friendliness so characteristic 
of Adrian, and of Nail, will always be remem
bered. 

To Nan Marshall and his father, we offer our 
deepest sympathy. 

J.E.W;A. 

The funeral took place on Saturday morning, 
October 18th, at S. Martin's Church, Canter
bury, with full military honours. Preceded by 
The Buffs Band (under Bandmaster W. B% 
Foster), the coffin, draped with the Union Jack 
and surmounted by the Brigadier's cap, was 
borne on a gun carriage, escorted by eight 
W.O,s and Sergeants, who acted as pall bearers, 
and by a firing party under R.S.M. W. A. 
Cummings. On the way from the Barracks to 

the church Beethoven's and Chopin's Funeral 
Marches were played. 

The service in the church was conducted by 
the Garrison Chaplain, Colonel the Rev. J. 
K. Griffin, and the hymn Silent Night was sung. 
Following the committal service* three volleys 
were fired over the. grave and two buglers 
sounded the "'Last Post" and "Reveille". 

Chief mourners were : Mrs. Marshall, Mr. F. 
Marshall (father). Dr. and Mrs. J. R. Tibbies, 
Miss Ruth Benson (stepsister), Mr. W. Munro ; 
and Brigadiers V. Boucher and J. F. Whitacre 
Allen, Colonels J. G. Nicholson, F. W. B. Parry, 
T. Roscow Reid, Major R. M. Webster, Major 
P. R. H; Foxj who marched behind the gun 
carriage^ 

Others present included the Colonel of the 
Regiment (MajorGeneral the Hon. P. G* 
Scarlett), Brigadier and Mrs. A. B. Thomson, 
Colonel J. V. R. Jackson, Colonel and Mrs. J. 
Crookenden, Colonel and Mrs. L. Howard'Smith, 
Colonel C. E. Wilson, Colonel M. P. D. Dewar, 
Colonel and Mrs. R. W. Craddock, Colonel E. 
J. Evans,. Major S. J. Selway, Major A. W. 
Andrewsr Major P. Dare, Major A. J. Pearefh 
(representing The" Buffs Past and Present 
Association), Captain N. . G. Wale; Captain 
M. A. d'A. ffrench Blake. 

Miss Schofield (representing British staff of 
U.N.R;R.A. in Germany), Mr. and Mrs. P. W. 
Hett, Mrs. Parry, Mrs. Webster, Mrs. Pox, 
Mrs! Evan Smith, Mrs. Lucas, Mrs. Mould, Mrs. 
Penn and Mr. R. C. Rains, who for 5i years, 
including Dunkirk and Malta, was Brigadier 
Marshall's batman. 

There was a profusion of floral tributes, 
including those from :— 

Lottie ; Aunt Ethel and Family; Colonel A. J. D. 
Rose; Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. L. W. Lucas'; Lieut.
Colonel and Mrs. J. R. Willows ; Betty and Richard ; 
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. F. W. B. Parry and Susan; 
Pattie (Mrs. L. P. Hume) ; Mr. A. J. Pennarty ; Colonel 
and Mrs. D. A. Wilkins ; Officers of 908 RCIRO Area 
Office, Hanover, B.A.O.R. ; Norman and Hilda Wale ; 
Colonel and Mrs. Gerald Nicholson ; Officers of The 
Buffs; Nan; MajorGeneral Evelyn Fanshawe and 
Members International Relief Organisation, British 
Zone, Germany; Brigadier A. G. Kenchitigton and the 
Officers, Displaced Persons; Divisional Control Com
mission, Germany ; Dick and Jo Craddock ; Kathleen ; 
Jack and Margot Williams; Doris and Ronnie ; Roy 
and Olive Webster; George and Nancy; Meta Aasma 
(Nancy Hett) ; Brigadier and Mrs. V. Boucher ; Major 
and Mrs. P. R. H. Fox; Albert Peareth; Band, 1st 
Battalion, The Buffs ; Pat and Les; Father ; James 
Layton. 

Dress. 
On Instructions issued by War Office 
(BM 0624) (AG4(d) H & D) dated August 
25th, 1947 to Colonels of Regiments. 

"Under orders now in force medals and 
decorations will not be worn in uniform 
on any occasion, but the following extracts 
apply to the weiaring bf orders, decorations 
and medals with evening dress. They haye 
been prepared iftdre particularly "for the 
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CHERRY 
BLOSSOM 

BOOT POLISH 
FOR A BRILLIANT 

Black. Brown cmd Tonekke. 

C H I S W I C K  P R O D U C T S  L T D . .  L O N D O N ,  W . 4 .  

SHOE SHINE 

COUGHS 
& COLDS 

F5& 
2/10 
per bottle 
(Including Puichasc Tax) 

Ease for 
Sore Feet.... 

Active service conditions have resulted in many 
interesting letters referring to the great value of 
Germolene. 

Here is the experience of a man back from two 
years' service in Africa. The letter is dated 
February 6th 1945. cc For six months I suffered 
from footrot, a very uncomfortable complaint. 
I thought my feet would never get better, and 
were going to remain like it all the time. After 
using Germolene the trouble was completely 
healed in one month—and healed permanently." 

Gmw&rn 
^ ASEPTIC Ol NTT ME NT 

" \ 1 /4 and 3/3 including Purchase lax 
SOLD EVERYWHERE (ind. N.A.A.F.I.) 

10/47—1 
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the stuff to 
give the roots 

Keep the roots active and you will keep your hair! 
Massage Brylcreem well into the scalp with the tips of 
your fingers with an action that moves the scalp on the 
skull. Brylcreem's tonic ingredients will encourage the 
hairs' own natural oils to function efficiently—c Dry' 
Hair, c Tight' Scalp, thinning hair and dandruff 
become things of the past. Brylcreem your hair today. 

County Perfumery Co., Ltd., Honey pot Lane, Szanmore, Middx, rMds 

ALLIED 
ACTION 

It is a wellknown medical principle 
that certain ingredients in association 
are far more beneficial and effective 
than they would be if taken alone. 
The ingredients in PHENSIC, 
scientifically blended, can be relied 
upon to take allied action for the quick 
and speedy relief of pain from Head
aches, Lumbago, Sciatica, Neuritis, 
Neuralgia, Toothache, Rheumatics, 
etc. Simply take a couple of tablets 
with a little water. Phensic will also 
quickly relieve a feverish cold. Praised 
by the Forces at Home and Abroad. 
ObtainablefromyourN.A.A.F.I. 
Canteen or any Chemist. 

VV'S&vi Phensse 

GxcLt .. 
nn.:i 

w* W LTD. 

Uniform & Equipment 

CAMBRIDGE CIRCUS 
LONDON - W.C.2 
Telephone : TEMple Bar 1814 (7 lines) 
Grams : "Alclothes," Westcent, Lond. 

A L D E R S H O T  
A M E S B U R Y  
C A M B E R L E Y  
C H E S T E R  
D E E P C U T 
F O L K E S T O N E  
N E W A R K  
O X F O R D  
U C K F I E L D 
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guidance of officers attending regimental 
dinners, etc." 

Miniature decorations and medals will 
be worn with evening dress (plain clothes). 

 1. At all parties and dinners where 
members of the Royal Family are present. 

2. Dinners given by Ambassadors ac
credited to H.M. Court. 

3. All official dinners and receptions, 
including Naval, Military and R.A.F. din
ners—City Livery Companies and public 
dinners (when decorations specified). 

4. At Lord Lieutenants' dinners and 
High Sheriff of a County, within the County. 

5. Lord Mayors and Mayors (if decor
ations mentioned on invitation). 

These instructions apply also to retired 
officers. 

Christmas Card, 1947. 
A Christmas Card has been printed for 

The Buffs Depot and 3 P.T.C. 
Cards can be obtained from the P.R.I., 

3 P.T.C., New Infantry Barracks, Canter
bury, at a cost of 8/ per dozen. 

Early applications are requested. 

Regimental Gazette. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
FRIDAY, 29TH AUGUST, 1947, DATED TUESDAY, 

2ND SEPTEMBER, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 

THE BUFFS.—Maj. R. W. M. Webster (26684), 
having attained the age limit of liability to 
recall, ceases to belong to the Res. of Offrs., 
30th August, 1947. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
FRIDAY, 5TH SEPTEMBER, 1947, DATED TUES

DAY, 9TH SEPTEMBER, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (War Subs. Maj.) The 

Hon. R. J. Ward (345925) relinquishes his 
commn. on account of disability, 8th Septem
ber, 1947, and is granted the hon. rank of 
Lt.Col. 

War Subs. Lt. C. P. ErskineLindop (174149) 
relinquishes his commn. on account of dis
ability, 8th September, 1947, and is granted 
the hon. rank of Capt. 

TERRITORIAL ARMY. 
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (War Subs. Lt.) Donald 

Arthur Thomas Butcher (207693) from Emerg. 
Commn., to be Capt., 1st May, 1947. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
FRIDAY, 12TH SEPTEMBER, 1947, DATED TUES

DAY, 16TH SEPTEMBER, 1947. 
The following Officer is awarded the Efficiency 

Medal (Territorial) :— 
THE BUFFS.—Lt. (Hon. Capt.) C. Lummis 

(130207). 
TERRITORIAL ARMY. 

THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (War Subs. Lt.) William 
James John Price (256700) from R.P. Corps, 
Emerg. Commn., to be Lt., 1st May, 1947, with 
seniority, 1st January, 1943. 
SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE 
OF TUESDAY, 16TH SEPTEMBER, 1947, DATED 

FRIDAY, 19TH SEPTEMBER, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (War Subs. Lt.) 
Christopher John Griffin (360667), from Emerg. 
Commn., to be 2nd Lt., 20th September, 1947, 
with seniority 14th September, 1947. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
FRIDAY, 19TH SEPTEMBER, 1947, DATED TUES

DAY, 23RD SEPTEMBER, 1947. 
TERRITORIAL ARMY. 

THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (War Subs. Lt.) Nigel 
George Harcourt Taylor (182144) from Emerg. 
Commn., to be Lt., 1st May, 1947, with seniority 
14th March, 1944, and is granted the actg. 
rank of Maj., 1st May, 1947. 
SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE 
OF TUESDAY, 23RD SEPTEMBER, 1947, DATED 

FRIDAY, 26TH SEPTEMBER, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS. 
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (War Subs. Capt.) Alec 

John Ventiroso (171833) from Int. Corps, 
Emerg. Commn., to be Capt., 1st August, 1947, 
with seniority, 25th November, 1944. 

Lt. William Henry Pitkin (168844) from 
Emerg. Commn., to be Lt., 4th November, 
1946, with seniority, 17th January, 1941. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
FRIDAY, 26TH SEPTEMBER, 1947, DATED TUES

DAY, 30TH SEPTEMBER, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
THE BUFFS—War Subs. Lt. C. E. Gillard 

(194818) relinquishes his commn., 30th April, 
1947, and is granted the hon. rank of Capt. 
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SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
FRIDAY, 3RD OCTOBER, 1947, DATED TUESDAY, 

7TH OCTOBER, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
THE BUFFS.—War Subs. Lt. J. O. Hall 

(245294) relinquishes his commn., 6th March, 
1947, and is granted the hon. rank of Lt. 

The undermentioned Cadets to be 2nd Lts., 
4th May, 1947 

14475995 Donald George Clark (383178), 
14195084 Knud Gunni Knudsen (383179), 
14194932 lb GramHansen (383180), 14195009 
Kaj Beck Andersen (383181), 14136074 Barry 
Cooper Grigg (383182), 14474312 Anthony 
Stanley Llewellyn Payne (383183), 14098574 
Nigel Cartwright (383184), 14196564 Kai Ingvar 
Sorensen (383185), 14194909 Egon Bjarne 
Madsen (383186), 14195755 Borge Andreas 
Breining (383187), 14195125 Poul Edvin Moller 
Pedersen (383188), 14195150 Henrik Maximilian 
Haxthausen (383189), 14479060 Andrew Edgar 
Day (383190). 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
FRIDAY, 10TH OCTOBER, 1947, dated TUESDAY, 

14TH OCTOBER, 1947. 
TERRITORIAL ARMY. 

THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (War Subs. Capt.) 
G. A. H. Proctor, M.C. (89210) to be Maj., 1st 
May, 1947. 

Capt. G. R. D. Hews, M.C. (66886) is granted 
the actg. rank of Maj., 1st May, 1947. 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No. 34 ISSUED ON 21ST AUGUST, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
THE BUFFS.—Capt. (A/Maj.) E. C. L. 

Edlmann, M.C. (63568), to be T/Maj., 21st 
June, 1946. (Substituted for notifn. in W.O. 
Orders No. 50/1946 (Page 13).) 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
The undermentioned W.S. Lt. (A/Capt.) to be 

T/Capt. :— 
THE BUFFS.—G. Kehaya (323061), 14th 

October, 1945. 
The undermentioned W.S. Capt. (T/Maj.) 

relinquishes T/Maj. :— 
THE BUFFS.—G. S. Fawcett (254386), 22nd 

October, 1946. 
The undermentioned W.S. Lt. (T/Capt.) 

relinquishes T/Capt. :— 
THE BUFFS.—G. Kehaya (323061), 18th 

September, 1946. v 

The undermentioned W.S. Lt. (A/Capt.) to be 
T/Capt. :— 

THE BUFFS.—J. J. Clugston (335739), 27th 
April, 1947. 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No. 35 ISSUED ON 28TH AUGUST, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
THE BUFFS.—The notifn. regarding Capt. 

(T/Maj.)'H. A. Collins (153063) in W.O. Orders 
No. 14/1947, is cancelled. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
The undermentioned W.S. Lt. (A/Capt.) to 

be T/Capt. :— 
THE BUFFS.—R. C. Coombs (352983), 4th 

September, 1946. 
The undermentioned W.S. Capt. (T/Maj.) 

relinquishes T/Maj. :— 
THE BUFFS.—E. G. Heimsath (251592), 5th 

June, 1947. 
THE BUFFS.—Lt. (Qr.Mr.) A. E. Brittain, 

M.B.E. (329515) to be W.S. Capt. (Qr.Mr.), " 
25th August, 1947. 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No. 36 ISSUED ON 4TH SEPTEMBER, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
The undermentioned W.S. Capt. (T/Maj.) 

relinquishes T/Maj. :— 
THE BUFFS.—L. G. Howe (366786), 17th 

June, 1947. 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No. 37 ISSUED ON 11TH SEPTEMBER, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 

The undermentioned Capt. (T/Maj.) relin
quishes T/Maj. :— 

THE BUFFS.—W. G. Blaxland (95239), 5th 
June, 1947. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
The undermentioned 2nd Lts. to be W.S., 

Lts. :— 
THE BUFFS.—P. H. Sedgwick (370767) and 

G. W. Tamlyn (370781), 6th September, 1947. ^ 

M.E. ORDERS. 
The undermentioned W.S. Lt. (A/Capt.) to 

be T/Capt. :— 
THE BUFFS.—D. W. Murphy (331205), 18th 

February, 1947. 
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WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No. 38 ISSUED ON 18TH SEPTEMBER, 1947 

REGULAR ARMY. 
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

The undermentioned Lts. (A/Capts.) to be 
T/Cpts. :— 

THE BUFFS.—E. B. Stewart (153100), 2nd 
"July, 1947; R. Carey, M.C. (380147), 24th 
August, 1947. 

The undermentioned Lt. is regranted 
T/Capt. :— 

THE BUFFS.—N. Elliott (229739), 1st March, 
1947. 

THE BUFFS.—Lt. (T/Capt.) N. Elliott (229739) 
(now S.S. Commn.) relinquishes T/Capt., 14th 
June, 1946. 

The undermentioned 2nd Lts. to be W.S. 
Lts. :— 

THE BUFFS.—H. W. P. Rock de Becombes 
(370762), 6th September, 1947 ; M. C. Wilson 
(370821), 6th September, 1947 ; E. A. F. Lock 
(370841) and E. C. Y. Searle (370846), 14th 
September, 1947. 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No. 39 ISSUED ON 25TH SEPTEMBER, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
The undermentioned W.S. Lt. (T/Capt.) 

relinquishes T/Capt. :— 
THE BUFFS.—H. R. Gatehouse (375283), 

27th June, 1947. 
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

The undermentioned W.S. Lt. (T/Capt.) 
relinquishes T/Capt. :— 

THE BUFFS.—C. F. P. Dartnall (327986), 
27th November, 1946 (B.A.O.R.). 

The undermentioned 2nd Lts. to be W.S. Lts. : 
THE BUFFS.—H. C. Godman (376089), H. 

Maxwell (376091) and R. N. P. Reynolds 
(376092), 15th September, 1947. 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No. 41 ISSUED ON 9TH OCTOBER, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

The undermentioned W.S. Lts. (A/Capts.) 
to be T/Capts. :— 

THE BUFFS.—G. J. Denyer (369316), 4th 
April, 1947 ; J. C. K. Wheeler (372301), 20th 
September, 1947. 

The undermentioned W.S. Lt. is regranted 
T/Capt. :— 

THE BUFFS.—H. S. Latimer (324333), 15th 
May, 1947 (B.A.O.R.). 

The undermentioned W.S. Lt. (A/Capt.) to be 
T/Capt. :— 

THE BUFFS.—H. P. B. Harben (368413), 12th 
July, 1947. 

The undermentioned W.S. Capt. (T/Maj.) 
relinquishes T/Maj. :— 

THE BUFFS.—W. C. Bratt (259377), 30th 
May, 1947. 

Buffs Golfing Society. 
Y^\N Sunday, 14th September, The Buffs 
^^Golfing Society held its first postwar match 
versus The Queen's Own Royal West Kent 
Regiment Golfing Society at Rye. The weather 
threatened to provide good reason for umbrellas 
and other waterproof gear, but the fine misty 
rain soon gave way to bright sunshine accom
panied by a very strong wind. The layout of 
the links was new to several and it was evident 
that they had not become any easier in the 
process of change. Everyone enjoyed the day, 
the golf and the company. So much so that 
another match was arranged on the spot. This 
is now fixed for the 12th October at Littlestone. 

The results were :— 
SINGLES 
(Morning) 

Queen's Own R.W.K. 
The Buffs G.S. Regiment G.S. 

Lieut.Col. N. Reeves 1 Lieut.Col. Scott ... 0 
Major G. Walker ... 0 Col. Wingfield 

Stratford ... ... 1 
Mr. J. Coghlan ... 0 Col. Whitty ... ... 1 
Major G. Mount ... 0 Major Hancock ... 1 
M. Watney 1 Brig. Chitty 0 
Capt. Pacey ... ... 0 Major Buckle ... 1 
Lt.Col. J. Connolly 0 Col. Wilberforce ... 1 
Lt.Col. J. Crookenden £ Major Flint £ 

2| H 

FOURSOMES 
(Afternoon) 

Reeves and Walker... 0 Scott and Wingfield 
Stratford 2 

Coghlan and Mount 1 Whitty and Hancock 1 
Crookenden & Watney 2 Flint and Chitty ... 0 
Connolly and Pacey 0 Buckle & Wilberforce 2 

~3 5 

Fifteenth Autumn Meeting. 

HELD at Canterbury Golf Club on October 
14th and 15th, 1947. 
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A very successful, though small in attend
ance, meeting was enjoyed by the members in 
perfect weather .at the Canterbury Golf Club. 
The course, though hard, was in excellent 
condition, especially the greens. We would like 
to pay our warmest thanks to the Secretary and 
Members of the Canterbury Golf Club for their 
hospitality and kindness. We were delighted 
to see Captain Baird each day. Major 
Montgomery, a newly joined member, is to be 
congratulated on his excellent winning score 
for the Paget Cup, Reeves Cup and the Senior 
Medal. 

At last the Coupe de Lapin has fallen to 
another member—Maj or Fox—though only by 
the narrowest margin from the holder, Major 
Peareth. 

We were also delighted to have our Vice
President—Major Eric Clarke—with us once 
again. A very rfoble effort, especially going 
round on the opening morning without a caddy. 

The scores, except by Major Montgomery, 
were somewhat disappointing, and showed that 
many handicaps need somewhat serious revision. 

After the Captain (Lieut.Colonel Crookenden) 
had presented the prizes, the Annual General 
Meeting was held. 

The serving officers were confirmed in their 
appointments, some rather reluctantly on their 
parts, and in addition the following were made 
in their absence '.VicePresident: Captain 
H. H. C. Baird ; ViceCaptain : Lieut.Colonel 
Noel Reeves. Captain Baird has since gladly 
accepted his appointment. 

A Handicap Committee consisting of the 
Captain, the Hon. Secretary, Lieut.Colonels 
Howard Smith and G. E. F. Oliver was then 
appointed. 

It was also decided to issue to members with 
the assistance of Lieut.Colonel Parry and 
Major Peareth a revised list of members with 
their addresses. 

As regards future meetings, it was decided 
that, if possible, a weekend Autumn Meeting 
should be held at Littlestone during the last 
fortnight of September next year. Also it was 
decided that as many matches as possible should 
be held with local members being appointed 
Managers of Teams. 

Results of Competitions. 
Paget Ctip. 

Major D. Montgomery ... ... (9)... 69.74 143 
Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry ...(20) ... 79.81 160 
Major G. P. Mount (10) ... 86.75 161 
Lieut.Colonel J. F. Connolly ...(18) ... 78.84 162 
Iieut.Colonel J. R, Willows ...(10) ... 86.84 170 

 (IS)... 
.(20) ... 
.(20) ... 

...(24) ... 
...(16) ... 
...(12) ... 
...(18) ... 

92.89 181 
102.80 182 
99.91 190 

1 No return. 

7 down 

8 down 

9 down 

10 down 

13 down 

14 down 

5 down 
6 down 
7 down 
i down 
9 down 
9 down 
9 down 

12 down 
14 down 

Lieut.Colonel L. Howard Smith 
Major P. R. H. Fox 
Major Eric Clarke ... 
Lieut.Colonel C. E. Wilson 
Lieut.Colonel G. E. F. Oliver 
Lieut.Colonel J. Crookenden 
Captain Gilbert Lodge 

Bogey Foresomes. 
Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry and Major 

G. P. Mount 
Lieut.Colonel G. E. F. Oliver and Captain 

G. Lodge ... 
Lieut.Colonel J. Crookenden and Lieut.

Colonel M. P. D. Dewar (9) ... ... 
Major D. Montgomery and Captain M. A. 
O'B. ffrench Blake (18) 

Major P. R. H. Fox and Lieut.Colonel 
C. E. Wilson ... ... 

Lieut.Colonel J. F. Connolly and Lieut.
Colonel J. R. Willows. . .V. 

LyndenBell Trophy, 
Lieut.Colonel G. E. F. Oliver 
LieutColonel F. W. B. Parry ... ... 
Lieut.Colonel J. R. Willows 
Lieut.ColoneI J. F. Connolly (18) 
Captain G. Lodge 
Lieut.Colonej J. Crookenden . 
Captain V. Collins ... ... ... 
Major P. R. H. Fox 
Major G. P. Mount... ... ... 

Winners. 
PAGET CUP.—Major D. Montgomery. 
SENIOR MEDAL.—Major D. Montgomery. 
REEVES CUP.—Major D. Montgomery (Gross score, 161J. 
JUNIOR MEDAL.—Lieut.Colonel C. E. Wilson (Score, 76). 
COUPE DE LAPIN.—Major P. R. H. Fox (Score, 78). 
BOGEY FORESOMES.—Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry and 

Major G. P. Mount. v 
LYNDENBELL TROPHY.—Lieut.Colonel G. E. F. Oliver. 

A return match against the Royal West Kent 
Regiment was held at Littlestone on Sunday, 
October 12th. Unfortunately, neither side* was 
up to strength and players were limited to 
five a side. The result ended in a win for the 
Royal West Rents by 6 and 5—the single 
players were allowed to count double points 
in the afternoon round. The weather was 
perfect and the course excellent. For those 
unable to attend, they may be interested to 
know that Littlestone Glub provided the most 
sumptuous lunch both prewar in quality and 
quantity. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed their 
day and unanimously agreed to try and hold 
further regimental matches at Littlestone next 
year. 

SINGLES (Morning). 
Buffs 

Lieut.Coionel M. P. D. 
Dewar ... ... 0 * ' 

Lt.Col. J. Crookenden 0 Brig. N, I. Whitty ... 1 
Major G. P. Mount ... 0 Major A. B. Fraser ... 1 
Lt.Col. J. R. Willows 0 Major A. J. M. Flint... 1 
Lt.Col. J. Connolly ... 1' Colonel W. V. Palmer 0 

Royal West Rents 
Lieut.Colonel H. Scott 1 
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FOURSOMES (Afternoon). 
Buffs v Royal West Kents. 

Connolly & Crookenden 2 Whitty & Palmer ... 0 
Mount & Dewar ... 0 Fraser & Scott ... 2 
Willows ... ... 2 Flint ... ... ... 0 

Totals 

The sum of 11/6 was handed to The Buffs 
Benevolent Fund. 

Lieut.Colonel F. Bradley Dyne. 

« Were a record available of attendances at 
die Society's meetings and matches since its 
inauguration twentyfour years ago, the name 
of Bradley Dyne would be very near, if indeed 
not actually at the top, probably bracketed 
with the late Bill Trevor, his closest friend. 

It is impossible to separate these two, for that 
inimitable mimic Bill would become Bradley in 
a fraction of a second, with Bradley sharing the 
fun most. And who will forget their biennial 
struggles for the Eclectic Competition ? True, 
Bill Trevor won it five times to Bradley's once, 
but there was seldom more than half a stroke 
between them. Other successes which came 
Bradley's way were the Paget Cup, 18 Holes 
Bogey, the Senior Medal, and the matchplay 
Foursomes when, in 1936, partnered with 
Percy Fox playing with the preposterous 
handicap of 30!, they shattered Tomlinson 
humbly playing off 24 ! and J. D. Bell to the 
tune of 9 & 7. 

It is fifty years since the writer first met 
Bradley ; and in old age with a fading memory 
it is strange how the little things of the past 
come so vividly to life. I can see him then 
playing banjo duets with his brother Musgrave 
and how good and absurdly alike they were. I 
can see him tying his salmon flies to perfection 
arid at his carpentry bench. I can see him 
vying with Julius Backhouse, Pongo Booth, 
Bill Trevor, FinchHatton, Wully Worthington, 
Jim Ronald and others to produce the finest 
beard of the South African War! And I can 
see him playing his golf, with the final wiggle
waggle of his club, so steadily and surely, and 
frith the same meticulous care that he applied 
to everything in life. And it would be a useless 
search to try and find a more delightful and 
helpful partner on the links, or a greater lover 
of the Regiment and its Golfing Society. 

Deafness, alas!, which science could not 
assist, unfortunately came to him later in his 

life, and I always felt—in fact how could it be 
otherwise?—that this prevented him from 
getting not only the full enjoyment of life, but 
also the full benefit of the wonderful fare which 
the Society in his time offered us—for did we 
not then have 40 or more entries for our 
meetings; and did we not then sit down some 
30 strong to our annual dinner, after which we 
transacted our business in an atmosphere of 
cigars and champagne, and no one enjoyed his 
champagne and after dinner cigar more than 
Bradley ! But all this must not be taken to 
read that he did not share in our fun. A little 
aloof, perhaps, amidst the foregatherings and 
chatter, he was always amidst the "doings", 
and never once, did his arm fail to go up when 
the voting took place ; and when asked by Bill 
Trevor, mimicking him, of course, what he 
had voted for, invariably the answer came 
back : "Not the slightest idea, old boy !". And 
no one enjoyed the ensuing laughter more than 
he did. 

Well, another of the staunchest supporters 
of the Society has gone, to be sadly missed by 
all who knew him, but "Time marches on", and 
the immediate task ahead, if the Society is to 
survive, is to find others of the younger gener
ation to take their place. 

H.H.C.B. 

Officers ReUnion, October 1st, 
1947. 

The following Officers attended 
Major R. H. Ardagh 
Lieut.Colonel E. V. Argles 

. Captain S. D. Barnard 
Major R. C. Benge 
Major J. S. Blanford 
Brigadier V. Boucher 
W. H. Card, Esq. 
Lieut.Colonel R. W. Craddock 
Major M. D. N. Cobbold \ 
Major A. E. Colley 
Lieut.Colonel J. F. Connolly 
Captain E. G. Cox 
Major P. Dare 
Major P. C. B. Davisson 
Major R. W. Edmeades 
Captain H. K. Foster 
Major A. Grigg 
Lieut.Colonel J. E. King 
Lieut.Colonel D. S. Lister 
Major J. P. Lucas 
Lieut.Colonel K. M. C. Mallam 
Major R. M. Marchant 
Brigadier A. D. McKechnie 
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Captain A. E. Money 
Captain J. M. Money 
Captain P. L. Money 
Major D. Montgomery 
Major H. J. Nelson 
Colonel J. G. Nicholson 
Major D. P. H#» Norris 
Lieut.Colonel G. E. F. Oliver 
Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry 
Lieut.Colonel R. F. Parry. 
Major A. J. Peareth 
Major I. A. Pearson 
Major I. Percival 
Captain J. T. R. Prestige 
Captain A. G. Simon 
Captain G. A. J. Sivyer 
Brigadier T. H. Spear 
Lieut.Colonel C. R. Tuff 
Lieut.Colonel A. F. St. A. Turner 
Captain N. G. Wale 
Captain J. L. G. Warren 
Major D. R. C. Whitcombe 
Lieut.Colonel J. R. P. Williams 
Captain Williams Treffgarne 
Captain G. C. Willis 
Captain F. J. J. Worth 

A Letter from Burma. 
[The following are extracts from a letter dated August 

22nd, 1947, to Major T. Burt, from F. G. Solley, Manager 
of the Shan Mountain Estates, Limited, Chaungwe 
Estate, Maymyo P.O.—Ed."] 

IT was with great interest I read a short time 
*ago of the staff appointments to the 4th 
Territorial Battalion. Allow me to congratulate 
you on your appointment. Colonel Oliver, the 
O.C., is, I presume, the old 14 Platoon Com
mander. I would like to be remembered to 
him. 

I thought that it would be of interest to you 
to hear of some of the old lads who remained 
behind, or who came back. 

ANDY SMITH, ex2 Section. Rejoined the 
Army on the outbreak^ of the Japanese War, 
was commissioned and went home on release 
last year as a Major (Buirma Rifles). 

R. HILL, exBand Corporal. Rejoined the 
Army at the beginning of the Jap War. About 
six months before, I think, was subsequently 
commissioned and was released as a Captain 
in the B.A.S.C. last year. Npw General Manager 
of The New Burma Company. 

GINGER BELL, ex15 Platoon. Still remains 
a Sergeant in the Rangoon Police. 

TAYLOR, ex13 Platoon. The same as Bell. 
NOBBY CLARK, the Bugler from 15 Platoon. 

Rejoined the Army on the outbreak of the 
Jap War and served throughout with the Burma* 
Rifles. Is now a Major and still serving. 

TAFFY EVANS, ex"C" Company. Rejoined 
on the outbreak of the Jap War and I believe
he served with the Indian Engineers. He was 
released as a Captain last year. I have no idea 
where he is now. 

DEVEREUX, ex15 Platoon. Was in the 
Royal Scots before the war, in Hong Kong, 
and was put in the bag there and remained a 
prisoner throughout. Is now R.S.M. of 57 
Reception Camp at Mandalay. 

F. G. SOLLEY, ex2 Section. As this is myself, 
I am in a position to give more particulars. 
I came back to Burma in 1937 and went to the 
Mawchi Mines and remained there until the 
Jap War, when I went as assistant Director of 
the Burma Home Guard, under the Burma 
Government. I held this post until we were 
kicked into India (walking) by the Japs in 1942. 
I was more than a little annoyed at being kicked 
around and losing everything like this, and 
rejoined the Army on reaching India. I was 
sent straight to the O.T.C. at Belgaum. From 
here I was posted to the 3rd Madras Regiment. 
Before I had been there a month I received 
sealed instructions from G.H.Q., Delhi, and 
found myself posted to a top secret intelligence 
organisation and sent to Calcutta. It was not 
long before I knew that I was destined to be 
dropped hundreds of miles behind the lines 
into Burma on some dark night. The job was 
long range intelligence and guerilla warfare. 
I with two Burma W.T. operators were eventu
ally dropped. This I did on four occasions, 
on each occasion remaining behind for several 
months. Then in February, 1945, as a rest 
I was sent to Burma to organise the Burma 
National Army to fight against the Japs. 
There were 10,000of them and I was entirely 
on my own. That was some rest, I assure you ! 
I remained with them until the end of the war. 
In September, 1945,1 was fortunate to get home 
for a couple of months. After I came back,* 
I was again sent to Burma to clear up odds and 
ends such as pensions gratuities* As all the 
guerillas were civilians, this took some time. 
In March, 1946, I was reposted to the Madras"' 
Regiment arid remained with them until my 
release three months later. On my return to 
Burma I became the Manager of the above 
Company. I was awarded tte| M.B.E. in 
November, 1946 (London Gazette, November 
7th) and left the Army as a War Substantative 
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Major. Taking things by and large, the old 
firm out here did not do too badly. 

During the war years I heard of several old 
Buffs who were out this way, but never met 

? any except Whitacre Allen, who I met at 
Imphal on my way out of Burma in 1942. 
He was then a Brigadier. I just missed Boucher 
at Commilla in 1944, who was then also a 
Brigadier. When the 2nd Battalion were in 
North Burma I was in the South. I heard 
Ben Hogben was with them and I would have 
been pleased to have met him. 

The country is not what it was before the 
war. It has been very badly knocked about. 
Several bungalows in Alexandria Barracks were 
destroyed and the town terribly overgrown 
with lantana. The relatives of the personnel 
who died in Maymyo when the battalion was 
here will no doubt be pleased to hear that the 
graves are undamaged and are now being well
attended. Mandalay is almost completely 
destroyed. Of Sale Barracks there is absolutely 
nothing left at all. One would never know that 
buildings had existed there. Of course, the 

 Fort was shelled for several days for our own 
troops. What did to me seem to be a tragedy 
was the fact that the Palace itself was entirely 
destroyed by fire. By a strange coincidence 

* the Marquis of Dufferin and Ava was with me 
when the Fort was recaptured. He was killed 
four days later. It would take too long to 
describe the whole of Burma now, so I will not 
attempt to do so. 

Yours sincerely, 
F. G. SOLLEY. 

Our Contemporaries. 
"The Snapper" (June, July, August, September). 

"The Green Howards' Gazette" (June, July, August, 
September). "The Queen's Own Gazette" (June, July, 
August, September). "St. George's Gazette" (May, 
June, July, August, September). "Journal of the. 
Honourable Artillery Company (AprilMay, JuneJuly, 
AugustSeptember). "The Tank" (June, July, August, 
September). "The Suffolk Regimental Gazette" (May, 
June, July, August). "The China Dragon" (July). "The 
Green Tiger" (May, August). "The Journal of the Royal 
Army Service Corps" (June, July, August, September). 
','The Sapper" (July, August, September). "The Gunner" 
(July, August, September). "The Wish Stream" (July). 

 "Our Empire Today" (July, August, September). 
"The Oak Tree" (Summer). "The Army Catering Corps 
Journal" (July). "The Borderers' Chronicle" (June). 
"The K.S.L.I. and Herefordshire Regimental Journal" 
(July). "The Lion and the Rose" (Summer). "The 
H.L.I. Chronicle" (July). "The Rousillon Gazette" 
(R. Sussex Regiment) (June). "Springbok" (July, 
August). 

War Department Constabulary. 

AUTHORITY has now been given for a 
proportion of Constables of this Force to be 

considered for appointment to the Pensionable 
Establishment. Para. 7 of the Conditions of 
Service should be amended to read as follows :— 

"A proportion of all members of the 
Force will be considered for establishment 
under the Superannuation Acts subject to 
special conditions to be determined from 
time to time." 

There are still many vacancies for Constables. 
Conditions of service are obtainable from the 
Secretary, Past and Present Association, Depot 
The Buffs, Canterbury. 

Correspondence, 
2 Biddestone Road$ 

Holloway, 
London, N.7. 

16^ September, 1947. 
Dear Sir, 

I take this pleasure of writing you in reference to the 
book, The Historical Records of The Buffs (The Royal 
East Kent Regiment), by Colonel R. S. H. Moody, C.B., 
P.S.C., late The Buffs, which I wish to purchase. As an 
old member of the Regiment, having served with them 
in France and Flanders, 191418 War, and wounded 
three times, 18th Division, 24th Division, 12th Division, 
3rd Battalion, Dover, 9th Battalion, Shoreham, and 
having been batman to Lieut. Neame of Faversham, 
Kent, Lieut. F. W. Stoop, Lieut. Wilde and Lieut. 
White, attached formerly of the Northants. Regiment, 
I am anxious to keep in touch with events where the 
County Regiment is concerned. I should be very glad 
if you would be kind enough to put me in touch with 
someone at the Depot, a person of rank, a C.S.M. or a 
sergeant, anyone of warrant rank. 

I see the officers have a Dinner on 1st October, and 
should any of the officers I have named be present on 
this occasion, I extend to them all my best wishes for a 
very happy and enjoyable evening and every success 
to the welfare of the Regiment. 

I stayed at the Depot at one time, but not for very 
long. I was with C.S.M. Twort of Spring Grove, 
Canterbury, now dead, when the 24th Division captured 
the town of Lens and I know a few, C.S.M. and R.S.M. 
Brooker, and Captain Thorpe of Kennington and Captain 
Kenchington of Hythe, Kent. 

I was at the Dinner given to Buffs at Bedford Hotel, 
Maiden Lane, off The Strand, in 1941, and I should 
especially like to be remembered to all officers of the 
7th Battalion. 

I am in the service of the L.N.E.R. Company, where 
I have been for 27 years at King's Cross, London, as a 
constable. 

Trusting you will oblige. Thanking you. 
Yours faithfully 

W. GREENSTREET. 
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Court Lodge Farm, 
Woodchurch, 

Nr. Ashford, Kent. 
1th October, 1947. 

To the Editor, "The Dragon". 
Dear,Sir, 

In my capacity as a member of the Selection Com
mittee of my village football club I have visited several 
villages in this part of Kent to watch either the 1st or 
2nd XI "away" games. 

I seldom fail to meet an old Buff and have a talk about 
the days when we were soldiering together, but I regret 
that I am not always able to answer their enquiries 
concerning their old comrades. 

May I make use of your space to impress on old Buffs 
that The Dragon is one of the best means of keeping in 
touch or regaining touch with old comrades. 

Yours faithfully, 
G. R. HOWE, 

Lieut.Colonel (retired). 

The Past and Present 
Association. 

Life Members. 
SEPTEMBER 1ST—30TH, 1947. 

London Branch.—Mann, W. T., Newport, A., Saitr 
T. D., Dabner, S., Marlin, N. E. 

Medway Branch.—Chaney, F. O'B. 
Margate Branch.—Baker, F. H. J. 
Hythe Branch.—rWarner,'W.G. 
Folkestone Branch.^Setterfield, W. E. 
H.Q. Roll.—Kerby, Lt. J. D. B. 

Annual Members. 
London Branch.—Wright, R. W., Farnol, J. W. 

Merritt, R. G. J., Bloodworth, A. 
Dover Branch.—Banks, A., Hawkins, G. H. 
Margate Branch.—Moore, L. A. F. 
Canterbury Branch.—Norris, C. G. s 
Heme Bay SubBranch.—Shepherd, M. T. F. 
H.Q. Roll.—Dunglinson, Capt. W. G. H., Bax, Capt. 

J. N., Furminger, R. 

Benevolent Fund. 
DONATION. 

Sept. 12. G. Ultoa 

Sept. 1. 
1. 
5. 

23. 
23. 
23. 
25. 
26, 

£ s. d. 
10 0 

GRANTS. 

.A 

5 
5 
5 
5 

10 

s. d. 
0 0 
5 
0 
0 
0 
0 

2 10 0 
5 0 0 

World War Charitable Fund. 
GRANTS. 

Sept. 1. 
2. 

12. 
23L

s. d. 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

Sept. 23. 
23. 
23. 
23. 
24. 

1 s. d. 
3 0 0 
2 6 9 
3 12 3 
2 15 0 
5 0 0 

162. 

MINUTES of the 137th Meeting of the Regimental 
Committee, The Buffs, held at Canterbury on Saturday, 
August 2nd, 1947. 

Present: 
Lieut.Colonel G. R. Howe (Chairman). 
Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry (ViceChairman). 
Brigadier J. F. Whitacre Allen, M.C. 
Colonel D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D. 

. Lieut.Colonel G. E. F. Oliver, D.S.O. 
Lieut.Colonel J. R. P. Williams, M.B.E. 
Major R. W. Edmeades. 
Major P. Dare, M.B.E. 
Major A. J. Peareth (Hon. Secretary). 

161., The MINUTES of the 136th Meeting were read and 
confirmed. 

Min. 159. INFANTRY SAILING CLUB..—The Hon. 
Secretary reported a reply had been 
sent to the Director of Infantry's 
letter on the lines laid down in the 
Minute under reference. 

DRAGON CLUB. 
(a) The Committee recommend that the Honorary 

Colonels of The Buffs Territorial Battalions 
and all extra regimental commanding 
officers of battalions of The Buffs which 
served overseas be invited to become 
honorary members of the Club. 

(b) GRANTS.—Staff, United Service Club, £5. 
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, 
Administration Expenses, £5. Approved. 

(c) Letters of thanks from Colonel E. Burns and 
Colonel D. J. Dean, read. 

R.U.S.I.  HISTORICAL COMMITTEE.—The Hon. 
Secretary reported that the annual sub
scription to this Committee had been raised 
toil. 

OFFICERS' REUNION.—Wednesday, October 1st, 
provided suitable to the Colonel of the Regiment. 

BOOK OF LIFE, 193945.—The position was dis
cussed and the Hon* Secretary instructed to 
press on with obtaining a complete list of the 
names of officers and other ranks. Beyond this 
it is not feasible to go at the moment. 

NEXT MEETING.—To be held on the morning of 
the day fixed for the Annual General Meeting 
of the Past and Present Association, The Buffs, 
on a Saturday in November. 

163. 

164. 

165. 

166. 

.2 10 0 

MINUTES of the 138tli Meeting of the Executive 
Committee, Past and Present Association, The Buffs, 
held at Canterbury on Saturday, August 2nd, 1947. 

Present: 
Lieut.Colonel G. R. Howe (Chairman). 
Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry (ViceChairman). 
Brigadier J. F. Whitacre Allen, M.C. 
Colonel D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D. 
Lieut.Colonel G. E. F. Oliver, D.S.O. 
Lieut.Colonel J. R. P. Williams, M.B.E. 
Major R. W. Edmeades. 
Major M. A. Bompas. 
Major A. J. H. Taylor. A, 
Major P. Dare, M.B.E. 
Major A. J. Peareth (Secretary). 
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For 'feather touch' shaves 

LIKE A 
BARBER'S RAZOR 
THIS BLADE IS 

H O L L O W  G R O U N D  

Believe it or not! Like a barber's razor, Pal 
blades are actually hollow ground. Yet they 
fit all popular 3peg or slotted doubleedged 
safety razors. 

'Feather touch.9 Pal's edge is flexible in the 
razor ... follows the curves of your face easily 
... caresses your chin with just a 4feather 
touch." No irritation to tender skin. 

Get a packet now. Pal Hollow Ground Blades 
are made in Britain, Canada, U.S.A., and 
South America, and sold all over the world. 
3 blades for only 6d. Get Pal Hollow Ground 
Blades at all N.A.A.F.I. Stores and Canteens, 
also at all chemists and barbers. 

PAL HOLLOW GROUND BLADES 3 FOR 6d 12 FOR 2/
Pal Blades, Hillington, Glasgow 

' Second to None' 

GREYS 
C I G A R E T T E S  
Just honesttogoodness

tobacco 

Plain or corktipped i 
* Greys' will always] 

appeal to those 
smokers who ask 
of a cigarette 
that it shall be 
pleasant 
and satisfying. Eno's 

4Fruit Salt' 
for cheerful livers 

2/ and 3/6 a bottle (tax included) 

10M72 
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CJMWflL 
M I N E R A L  W A T E R S  

LEMON SQUASH, &c. 
SOLO BY N.A.A>.I. CANTEENS 

WhiteCottellfc 
MALT VINEGAR 

is Quality Vinegar 
ASK FOR IT. 

The London 6t Midland Steel Scaffolding 
Co., Ltd. Iddesleigh House, Caxton St., 

BURTON'S PATENT ' DOUBLE GRIP" 
STEEL TUBULAR SCAFFOLDING 
For Safety, Speed & Economy Made of British 

Steel Drop Forgings 
Phonet Abbey 6483/4/5 Works: Old Hill,Staffs. 

C O O L T I P T  
VIRGINIA 

by ABDULLA 

'Wool' filter tip. 20 for 3/4 

Juittaste 
DUNCANS 
i  CHOCOLATE 

uiU delicious! € 
For Pressed 

Glassware 
of all descriptions 

JAMES A. JOBLING & CO., LTD. 
Wear Glass Works, Sunderland 

For protection against 
Skin Infection... USE 

WRIGHTS * 
 Coal Ta 

WELGAR 

SHREDDED 
WHEAT 

M'Dougall's 
SelfRaising Flour 

OTARD 
COGNAC 

BRANDY 

EDWARDS 

* NETS 

Messrs. Blenkhorn Richardson 
& Co., Ltd. 

Woollen & Worsted Manufacturers 

J? Eastfield Mills, HAWICK, SCOTLAND 

^LABELS „ tokens! 
#!TTU^TESXBADces 

(Nameplatesl/^LTD. 
CAMBRIDGE ROAD, TWICKENHAM 

JOINERY MANUFACTURERS 

BROWNLEE & CO., LTD. 
CITY SAW MILLS 
GLASGOW, C.4 

TIMBER MERCHANTS "SAWMILLERS 
DOUGLAS 7331 (7 Lines) 

THOS. ADSHEAD & SONS 
Proprietors : The Dudley Foundry Co.. Ltd., 

Bnerley Hill 

IRONFOUNDERS & MACHINISTS 
Metal Beds — Nonferrous Castings 

PARAGON WKS., ANGEL ST.. DUDLEY, 
WORCS. Dud. 2590 

BAKERY & CANTEEN EQUIPMENT 
Pie & Tarl Machines, Cake & Dough Mixers, 
Pastry Rollers, Dough Dividers, Potato Peelers, 
Meat Mincers, Tongue Sheers, etc. 

JOHN HUNT (BOLTON) LTD. 
ALMA WKS., RASBOTTOM ST., BOLTON 

PAT0NS&BALDWINS 
LTD. 

SPIN WOOLS FOR ALL 
KINDS OF CLOTHING 

ALLOA : HALIFAX ; LEICESTER 
WAKEFIELD 

BOOTS stamped "JOHN WHITE* are made by 

JOHN WHITE (Impregnable Boots) LTD. 
Higham Ferrers, Northamptonshire 

"The Largest Manufacturers of Men's Footwear 
in the U.K." 

Makers of the Famous 
FULLY GUARANTEED 

'Impregnable' & 'Temeraire' Boots & Shoes for Men 

Tht //atI /lark of Quati/j 

SUPER 

OVERALLS 
FIT FOR THE BATTLE FRONT 
FIT FOR THE HOME FRONT 

FAXAU. PRODUCTS LTD, BlACKLEDGi WORKS. HALIFAX 

THE LINDLEY THOMPSON 
TRANSFORMER & SERVICE CO., 

LTD. 

SPECIALISTS IN THE MANUFACTURE OF 
ALL TYPES OF TRANSFORMERS 

St. Mary's Rd., Slough Tel. Langley 2001 

PARK DRIVE 
( C I G A R E T T E S j  

for pleasure 
PLAIN & CORK TIPPED 
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The MINUTES of the 137th Meeting were read 
and confirmed. . ,...nr"c'» *

1.305. VICTORY CLUB; : 
::...... (a) Lieut.Colonel J. R. P. Wilfiams reported 

"v upon the visit which he andthe Secretary 
* had made to the Club. 

He had subsequently discussed the matter 
,v with the London Branch Committee. 

The London Branch does not consider 
:v I e . £:  v that the Victory Club will be of any use 

to it. " 
(6) Donation. Colonel D. "J. Dean considered 

that the question of a donation should 
be reconsidered and that before any 

  1 decision in this respect be arrived at the 
; ; > / "... Victory Club be written to outlining the 

position as seen from a Regimental 
Association point of view and enquiring 

. \ as to what benefits, if any, such an 
. Association could expect consequent 

, .upon a donation being made by its 
"Regiment. This action is recommended. 

1.306. MEMTORIOUS BARS.—The majority of branches 
haviiig reported that they were not in favour 
of, the continuance of these bars, it is recom
mended" 1his be discontinued. 

1.307. LETTER FROM THE DISABILITY PENSIONS 
; COMMITTEE.—The Secretary was instructed to 

reply that the subject of disability pensions 
for exServicemen was being watched, but 
that it is felt that this is a matter for the 
British Legion to represent. It is not one 
which can be taken up by a regimental 
association. 

I,30£ LIFE ASSOCIATE MEMBER.—Mr. B. Williamson, 
London Branch. Approved. 

1,309. LIFE ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP BADGES.—The 
Secretary asked that the present badge issued 

lY ~ to Life Associate Members be issued instead 
to Annual Honorary Members, and that the 
existing Life Membership Badge, adapted by 
the addition of the word "Associate" be 
taken into use, the makers of the badge 
first being asked whether this is practicable, 

r This is recommended. 
1,810. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.—It is recom

mended that this take place on a Saturday 
afternoon in November. 

1,311... NEXT MEETING.—To be held on the morning 
of tho date fixed in November for the Annual 
GenefeL Meeting. 

Y Y Ashford Branch. 
0ur rmanthly meeting was held at the Drill 

HM1 on Saturday, October 4th, 1947. Mr. H. 
Barnes was in the Chair. 

: After the Minutes had been read and con
firmed the correspondence was accepted. 

Thete Was a large gathering at this meeting, 
which included several very old members. A 
new member was made, Mr. W. J. Beeching of 
Ruckinge. His father is a very old member of 
the branch but has been in very bad health for 
several: years. We all wish Mr. Beeching, Jun., 
a very hearty welcome to our meetings and hope 
we shall see him at all our meetings. 
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We alT wish Mr. Beeching, Sen., also Mr. 
Wadden, another old sick member, a speedy 
recovery to better health. 

A SubCommittee was formed to deal with 
the Children's Treat. 

This concluded the business, the remainder 
of. the evening being spent in harmony. Some 
very good songs were sung, the chief singers 
being Mr. McDonald and Mr. Rossiter. Mr. 
Hogben also entertained with his gramophone 
and mike. 

We all congratulate Mr. E. Stace on another 
increase in his family by the gift of a daughter. 
We hope both mother and daughter are doing 
well. Well done, Ted ! 

We are pleased to hear that our Ladies' Guild 
has made another start and that Mrs. King has 
accepted the office of Chairman. Well done, 
Mrs. King ! Keep the old flag aflying ! 

Our thanks are due tp Mr. Rowe for all he has 
done to satisfy our thirst. 

I hear that Bandmaster Foster is leaving this 
month with the 2nd Battalion Band for Hong 
Kong. We all wish them a pleasant and safe 
journey and the best of luck to all. 

Our booby prize was won. by Mr. Salmon. 
This concluded a very happy and pleasant 
evening.. 

E.J.S, 

LADIES' GUILD. 
A meeting of the Ashford Branch of the 

Ladies' Guild was held at the Drill Hall on 
October 8th, with the object of restarting the 
Guild. Thirteen members were present. Mrs. 
King was elected Chairman with the assistance 
of Mrs. Sharrard as ViceChairman. Mrs. E. 
Partiss is acting as Secretary pro tern. The meet
ings in future will be held on the second 
Wednesday in each month at 3 p.m. ^ ̂  

London Branch. 
A meeting was held on the 20th August last. 

In the unavoidable absence of our President 
and Chairman (Lieut.Colonel Williams) and of 
our ViceChairman (Captain G. J. Emery), the 
Chair was taken by Mr. J. C. Neale Dalton. 

We were pleased to have with us Colonel C. 
Vaughan, Captain Hopps and Captain Bingham. 

All present stood in silence to honour the 
memory of an old friend and strong supporter 
of the branch, Captain T. O. Cook, who passed 
away in August. 
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Mr. Neale Dalton gave a brief obituary 
respecting the late member and recalled how 
we had often seen him sitting in the room 
with his two sons joining in anything that 
happened to be going on. He also expressed 
the hope that we shall occasionally see the late 
officer's sons here again. 

The members unanimously agreed to send a 
donation of thirty shillings to the War Memorial 
Fund as a tribute from the London Branch. 

MINUTES.—The Minutes of the last meeting 
were read, passed and signed. 

DANCE.—On a show of hands, it was decided 
to hold a dance or Christmas Party in the 
meeting room in December. 

MEDWAY BRANCH VISIT.—Mr. Collins an
nounced that the Medway Branch would pay 
their return visit on October 18th. 

NEW MEMBERS.—A. W. Newport, 1st Bn., 
attended for the first time and was welcomed 
into the branch. 

8993 H. Hobday attends every meeting and 
was one of our guests at the 21st Anniversary 
Party. He brought with him a photograph of 
the 1911 football team at Singapore and the 
Colonel of the Regiment recognised them all. 

Mr. B. Williamson has now become an 
Associate Member. His shoes are always well 
polished, we notice ! 

10238 T. D. Sait, known to his friends in the 
7th Battalion, 1914 as *''Satan", is a Life 
Member of the London Branch. He is a Dover 
man and also had a brother in the 8th Battalion, 
Kitchener's Army. 

"Satan" was severely wounded three times, 
the third time at Essex Farm, when he had an 
aerial bomb all to himself, which ended his 
service as a Buff and qualified him for service 
in a Labour Battalion. He attended our 
Birthday Party and is coming along to meet the 
Medway Branch in October. 

C. Vainham, who is now over 70, feels unable 
to come to meetings after a long day, but may 
spring a surprise on us one Saturday. He 
joined the Regiment 57 years ago at the age of 
thirteen, was posted to the 2nd Battalion and 
later to the 1st Battalion, which he left in 
Dublin, and then with his two sons reenlisted 
in the Dublin Fusiliers for three years. 

Captain W. H. Pitkin sends best wishes to the 
London Branch. 

A. G. Lewis : "Give my best wishes to all 
Buffs." 

Captain K. R. L. Buckwell, 10th Battalion, 
wishes to be remembered to all Buffs with whom 

he served in the 209 and 135 Brigades, which 
were composed of 7th, 8th, 9th and 10th Buffs. 
His business, coupled with the distance from 
London (Glamorgan being his home) prevented 
him attending our 21st Birthday Party, but he 
sent congratulations and best wishes. 

H. G. Foot sends best wishes tolall who knew 
him. His father is waiting to go into the 
British Legion Homes at Westgate. 

G. A. Hart sends best wishes. 
We are sorry to hear A. Isard has not been 

well lately and hope he will soon be running 
about again. 

E. F. Frost cannot get along to meetings. 
On holiday in Devon recently he came across 
Jimmy Girling, late 9th Battalion, who is 
working for the Devon General Buses and 
wishes to be remembered to all the boys. 

R. H. Lee : "Good wishes to all the branch." 
W. A. Veale, 1 /5th. Battalion, wishes to be 

remembered to all his old pals of ithe battalion, 
especially "D" Company. 

Captain C. F. Bingham has been unwell since 
January, but we were pleased to see him at the 
last meeting. He was in the :"Bear's Den" 
with Colonel Vaughanj Captain Hopps, Sfpud 
Austin and Jock Clayton. 

Sailor Cooper is shortly coming to London 
again and will be carrying his little black bag. 
We suspect he still carries his running kit 
about. We must introduce him to Mr. Skinner. 

6286629 T. Lee, 2nd Battalion, has now 
joined the London Branch. 

We regret to say that T. W. Ryalls has been 
forced to return to the National Sanatorium, 
Benenden, near Cranbrook, Kent. He has to 
return to London again after treatment and 
we fear it is no place for him. We hope he will 
benefit during his stay down in Kent. 

We are indebted to Major R. H. Simpson, 
11th Battalion, for information regarding em
ployment as a Steward and Stewardess which 
was quickly passed on to a Buff; and to Captain 
G. J. Emery as to two vacancies which he had 
for two men. i 

Jack Cross met with an accident the day 
before the Birthday Party and was unable to 
be present. Mrs. Cross came and brought her 
daughters, who were to report when they got 
home. We hope you will soon be about again, 
Jack. 

S. G. Lacey, late 2nd Battalion Signaller, 
issues an invitation to all Buffs to visit him 
at the "Beckford Head", Tabard Street, S.E.I. 
Tabard Street runs parallel to Great Dover 
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Street from the Borough Underground Station 
to. Tower Bridge Road. A keen member of the 
London Branch, he is unable to leave his 
business in the evening and would therefore 
appreciate a visit from old pals. Some of us 
have been and are goings again. 

Mr. R. J. Collins, the Assistant Secretary, 
and his Committee—Messrs. Carter, Billings 
and Skinner—are to be heartily congratulated 
on the show they gave us on the 19th ultimo, 
but I will leave it to Mr. Collins to report on that. 

E.C.W.fe. 

LADIES' GUILD. 

There was a great gathering of Guild members 
at the monthly meeting held on the 6th Septem
ber last at the Prince Alfred Restaurant. 

The Minutes of the* previous ^meeting were 
read, passed and signed. There were no 
questions arising out of the Minutes. 

REGRETS.—Letters of regret for nonattend
ance were received from the Guild President, 
the Hon. Mrs. Gerald Scarlett, the Hon. Lady 
LyndenBell, Mrs. Guy Lee, Mrs. and Miss 
Enright, Mrs. C. Carter, Mrs. Ricketts, Mrs. 
Vaughan, Mrs. Love, Mrs. Cotten and Miss 
Martin. 

RETURN OF THANKS.—It was proposed aud 
carried unanimously that a letter of thanks be 
sent to our friend, Major H. G. James, for his 
renewed kindness in entertaining the members 
to tea at the County Hotel on Remembrance 
Sunday. 

WELCOME .—The Chairman and members 
extended a hearty welcome to Mrs. Austin and 
Mrs. Brett on joining the Guild; both their 
husbands served in the 193945 war and are 
members of the London Branch. 

OUTING.—It was proposed by Mrs. Everitt 
and seconded by Mrs. Stunt that a Guild 
Outing takes place in the early part of next 
Summer and that members could pay monthly 
towards the expenses. Carried unanimously. 

"THE DRAGON." — The Chairman (Mrs. 
Spinner) announced that Mr. Collins of the 
London Branch had the Regimental Journal 
on sale that evening and urged all to purchase 
a copy if they had not one already. Our thanks 
to Miss Jean Coley for undertaking to sell the 
Dragons, which resulted in a goodly number 
being sold. 

RAFFLES.—A very large melon given by a 
member wishing to remain anonymous realised 
14/6. A large bouquet of choice flowers given 

by Mrs. Hawkins realised 8/2, and our sincere 
thanks to the donors for the generosity, and our 
congratulations to the winners. 

DARTS BOARD.—Also our sincere and grateful 
thanks to Mrs. Yapp {nee Gwen Messenger) for 
so kindly presenting the Guild with a much
needed dart board. 

DARTS MATCH.—Unfortunately we were un
able to place our full team on the floor for the 
match with the London Branch, who, no doubt 
realising that they were up against, had out 
their strongest eight. However, it was a good 
match as each leg was only won on the double. 
Mrs. Kebble threw a 90 (our highest score), 
whilst for the men, Mr. Collins had a throw of 
102 ; Major Enright and Frank O'Dell tied with 
95, the second best throws. The men won 2—0. 

OUR CHAIRMAN.—Mrs. Lamb, in a few chosen 
words, said that she felt that she should mention 
the very fine Guild they had was perfected by 
Mrs. Spinner, who founded the Ladies' Guild 
of our Regiment. Although they had no 
meetings during the war from September, 1940, 
she had carried on behind the scenes and kept 
the members together. 

Mrs. Spinner, in reply, thanked Mrs. Lamb 
and said, being a daughter of the Regiment, she 
had a great love and affection for it, and if she 
could do anything further in their interests 
she would not hesitate to do it. 

CONGRATULATIONS.—Our congratulations to 
Mrs. Timms (nde Joan Billings) on the birth of a 
daughter on September 7th last. 

We were also happy to have with us again 
Mrs. Keown, our VicePresident, who is keeping 
the flag flying as high in the Guild as her late 
husband did in the London Branch of the men. 

RECRUITING.—We trust to see many more 
enrolments of ladies whose husbands have 
joined "Civvy Street" since the end of the war. 

NEXT GATHERING.—October 4th (first Satur
day), at the Prince Alfred Restaurant, Tufton 
Street, Westminster, S.W.l, at 6.30 p.m. 

D.E.S 

After the Ladies' Guild meeting on September 
6th, the menfolk were invited to a game of darts 
at 1,0001 up and the best two games out of 
three, the object being a pint for the winning 
team, but unfortunately the ladies' team lost 
by a very close margin. 

Also, unfortunately for the men, the pints 
turned out to be halfpints when the ladies had 
to pay. 



London Branch Dance, 21st Anniversary, September 19th, 1947 

There is no doubt about it, the ladies have a 
rery strong team now, and they are going all 

_>ut to beat the Ladies of the Medway on their 
return visit to the London Branch on October 
18th. 

The highest scores 6i both teams were as 
follows :—

LADIES,—Mrs, Kebble 90, Mrs. O'Dell 78, 
MEN.—Mr. Collins 102, Major Enright 95. 
I would like to point out that our Joe never 

threw a dart until we played a game against 
the Balham Home Guard, and I am sure that 
everyone will agree that he has thrown a good 
dart in all the matches we have played so far 

RJ.C, 

The 21st anniversary Running Beffet and 
Dance of the City of London Branch was held' 
at the Bridge House Hotel on September 19th, 
when well over a hundred members, old and 
young, spent a very enjoyable and first class 
evening. 

Amongst those present were the Colonel of 
the Regiment and the Hon. Mrs. Scarlett, 
Colonel and Mrs. J. R. P. Williams, Colonel and 
Mrs. Vaughan, Major and Mrs. Enright, Major 
and Mrs. Glover, Major Peareth, Major Pearson, 
Muior, Mrs. and Miss Sidwell, Mr. and Mrs. 

Spud Austin, Mr. and Mrs. Billings, Mr. Beard, 
Mr. and Mrs. Brett, Mr. Nobby Clarke, Mr. 
and Mrs. Cotton, Miss Cotton, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jim Collins, Mrs. and Miss Coley, Mr. and Mrs. 
Cousins, Mr. and Mrs. Collins of the Sitting
bourne Branch, Mr. Cave, Mr. and Mrs. Cobb, 
Mr., Mrs. and Miss Cross, Miss Enright, Mr. 
and Mrs. Everett, Mr. Field, Miss Fry, Mr. and 
Mrs. Gould, Mr. and Mrs. Green of the Sitting
bourne Branch, Mr. and Miss .Grant, Mrs, 
Gravatt, Mrs. Harris, Mr. and Mrs. Joe Hawking 
Mr. and Mrs. Haslett and two friends, Mr. and 
Mrs. Hobday and four friends, Mr. Hawkins; 
Mrs. Jackson, Mr. and Mrs. Jarvis, Mr. and Mrs. 
King, Mr. and Mrs. Knight, Mr. Linsell, Mr., 
Mrs. and Miss Lacey, Mr. Lindfield, Mr. and Mrs. 
Lawson, Mr. and Mrs. Langton, Mr. and Mrs, 
Marshall, Mr. Page, Mr. and Mrs. O'Dell, 
Mr. and Mrs. Redman, Mr. and Mrs. Stunt, Mrs. 
Spinner, Mr. and Mrs. Shute, Mr. and Mrs. 
Simpson, Mr. Carter, Mr. Skinner, Mr. and Mrs, 
Warner, Mr. and Mrs. Tong, Mr. and Mrs, 
Taylor, Mr. Wakefield, Miss Wells, Mr. and 
Mrs, Yapp, Mr. Williamson, Miss Sinclair, 
Mr. Summerway, Mr. Prowse, Mr. Sait, Mr. 
Mrs. Stunt, Mrs. Mont, Miss Davis, R.S.M. Bell. 

Before giving full details of the evening's 
entertainment, 1 would like to say a few words 
about some of the oldest members of the 
branch who attended, . 

T H E  D R A G O N  
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Nobby Clarke wris the first to arrive, full of 
beans, as he has been ever since 1926, as he was 
one of the six who formed the London Branch. 

He was followed by Mr. and Mrs. Cotton, 
who have been regular attenders at all meetings 
and functions for a great number of years. 

Major and Mrs. Enright, also Mrs. Spinner 
and Miss Enright, were the next to arrive, in 
great spirits, as this was a great night for them 
to witness—the 21st anniversary of a branch 
in which Major Enright was the very first 
chairman of committee meetings held in the 
house in which he now lives. After this he took 
over Secretary and remained as such for 21 
years, giving all the help he could to all brother 
Buffs in need, apart from all the other work 
he had to do, which I know at times is a great 
worry. 

Next to arrive were Mr. and Mrs. Tong, 
Taylor, O'Dell, Cobb, Harris, Austin, Shute, 
Williamson, Joe Hawkins, Stunt, Billings, 
and Everett, all of which are great followers of 
the branch. 

We also had the pleasure of having Colonel 
and Mrs. Vaughan with us for the evening. 

At 7.55 p.m. the Colonel of the Regiment and 
the Hon. Mrs. Scarlett, and Colonel and Mrs. 
J. R. P. Williams arrived. They were an
nounced to all present, followed by the 
Regimental March and the cutting of the white 
ribbon by the Colonel of the Regiment to 
announce the running buffet open, where there 
was a grand assortment of everything. 

Everybody enjoyed the dancing to the tempo 
of the Regimental Band under the direction of 
Bandmaster Foster. Spot prizes were won by 
Miss Davis, Mr. Lingfield, Mrs. Brett, Mrs. 
Austin, Mrs. Summaway and Mr. Sinclair. 
Mrs. Harris and Mr. Williamson won the two 
mystery prizes. There was a special spot 
waltz for all Buffs over 45 years old. The spot 
was the first lady to kiss Major Enright, the 
winner being Mrs. Coley, who was afterwards 
heard to say : "I have been waiting 21 years 
for that !" (What a smasher !). 

The spot prizes were presented by the Hon. 
Mrs. Scarlett, who received a bouquet of 

 flowers from Miss Jean Coley. 
Speeches were made by the following :— 

Mr. R. J. Collins, who thanked and introduced 
* his Entertainments Committee—Mr. Billings, 

Mr. Carter and Mr. Skinner—and was grateful 
for all the help they have given him. 

Colonel J. R. P. Williams thanked everyone 
present for making the evening a grand success. 
He then introduced the Colonel of the Regiment. 

The Colonel of the Regiment gave a full 
report on Major Enright from when he joined 
The Buffs in 1893 until his retirement from the 
Regiment after he was badly gassed in the 
First World War. Then he praised our Joe 
for the devoted duty he had given to the London 
Branch during his term of secretaryship. 
It will be of interest to know that the first 
committee meeting was held at Major Enright's 
home. Those present were as follows —Major 
Enright, Captain Ernie Carter, Spud Austin, 
Donkey Warren, Nobby Clarke, Harry Jacobs 
and Mr. Hearn. Some of those mentioned have 
since passed over. 

There was a magnificent 21st birthday cake 
weighing 22 lbs. 8 ozs., decorated with 21 
candles with buff and blue rosettes, which was 
cut by the Colonel of the Regiment. 

R.J.C. 

REPLY BY MAJOR J. E. ENRIGHT. 
Major Enright thanks the Colonel of the 

Regiment for having done him a great honour 
by presenting him, on behalf of the members 
of the London Branch, with their very fine 
token of esteem. He said how perturbed the 
Executive Committee were when he advised 
the late Colonel Findlay of his intention to 
form a branch of our Association, and the reply 
that if such a branch was formed in the Associ
ation, it was the responsibility of everyone to 
see that the gatherings were a credit to the 
Regiment. 

Looking back over the years since the 16th 
September, 1926, and to the earliest of days 
when at his house met Captain Ernie Carter, 
Spud Austin, Donkey Warren, Nobby Clarke, 
Harry Jacobs and Mr. Hearn, one can ask the 
question "Was the branch formation justified ?". 
Out of the names mentioned, some have since 
passed over, two are unavoidably absent, 
whilst Nobby Clarke and Spud Austin were 
with them that evening. In those early days 
we were amazed at finding so many old Buffs, 
several with the Zulu War and Boer War 
ribbons, destitute, living their lives in London's 
doss houses, and in one case with the Embank
ment as his nightly bed. These*men were not 
wasters ; the majority had served the Regiment 
well—it was just their illluck. One case, 
typical of many Major Enright recalled, was 
when he went across London to see an old Buff 
who had written to the Commanding Officer 
of the 2nd Battalion. He found him and his 
invalid wife in one room, the only furniture 
being two wooden boxes. Not a slice of bread 
was in that room ; not a piece of coal to give 
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them / a little warmth. He returned home, 
collected a few stores and returned that evening 
with Captain Carter. Both of us knew that 
man in the Boer War, and with the help of the 
Executive Committee we gradually put him on 
his feet. 

If addition, we had the terrible scourge of 
vast unemployment which had to be dealt with. 
How were these evils overcome ? I think 
firstly that the formation of the Ladies' Guild 
was our greatest asset. They were foremost in 
mothering these old Buffs I have mentioned, 
visiting them in their homes, and hospitals, 
and never going emptyhanded. I thank my 
wife, Mrs. Spinner and my sister, also Captain 
and Mrs. Carter particularly, for giving up their 
weekends week after week on these errands 
of mercy. It has often been said that the 
finest of commanders—no matter how well 
operations are planned, is hopeless unless he 
has under his command the finest of troops. 
I was fortunate in having such troops ; men 
I had served with in peace and war, and who 
had the guts and determination to fight this 
great battle of destitution, want and un
empldyment, and to see it through to the end. 
Major James, Mr. Neale Dalton, Spud, Nobby, 
and many more. There was George Cobb, who 
helped so much in finding men employment. 
Also Cpl. Kelly, who had recently left the 2nd 
Battalion, was a great fellow. You, the branch 
troops, found the jobs and I found the men. 
Every night Kelly would be at my house with 
his cycle patrol to distribute in various parts 
of London vacant jobs of which I had" been 
notified. As the years went by, your labours 
were rewarded. Men were got out of their 
nightly haunts and put on their feet. We got 
many the extra Campaign Pension, the which 
they did not; know about. We obtained, 
through the help of the Executive Committee, 
pedlar's licences, purchased instruments they 
could play, found them jobs on Local Borough 
Councils as night watchmen, and one or two 
went into Chelsea Hospital. We had cleaned 
up this part of the work—no more sleeping in 
doss honses, or singing in the streets of London. 
The unemployment decreased and in 1939 it 
was practically nonexistent in the London 
Branch. 

One of my chief concerns was the old Buff 
who died and was about to receive a parish 
funeral. I can assure you that no old Buff 
has so been laid to rest since the London 
Branch came into being, and I trust it will 
never happen. None of these things could have 
been done without the affection and loyal 

support you have at all times shown and given 
to me. It has meant a lot of hard work and 
giving up of leisure, but I was very happy, 
with the additional help of my wife and Mrs. 
Spinner,, in trying to do something in those 
difficult "times. I can only conclude by asking 
you to see that the times I have spoken about 
never recur. Give your wholehearted support 
to the London Branch—the finest branch of 
any association in the Army today—and all 
that the grand fellowship built up diiring the 
past twentyone years grows even stronger. 
Be loyal: to each other and always remember 
you are Buffs. 

I have always had a great affection for the 
old officers I served under in my young days, 
and I am sure they have that affection for us 
all. They, to mention just two—Col. Sparrow 
and Col. Jackson—have always had the welfare 
of the branch at heart, as they had when we 
were serving together. I thank Mr. and Mrs. 
Talbot Harvey, and the 2/5th Battalion under 
Lord Goschen, for their great and generous help 
at all times, which made things so much easier 
when a lot had to be done, and all who have so 
often responded to the Christmas Appeal. 

We still have our old Buffs, although not 
down and out as of old, living on their Old Age 
Pensions ; also the widows of old Buffs, to 
whom something at .Christmas means a lot, 
which cannot be afforded out of their present 
income* I hope the appeal will be continued, 
so that we may help them and at the same 
time give us that bit of extra into the branch 
funds to carry on the good work in the years to 
come. 

Brother and Sister Buffs, I thank you. 

LADIES' GUILD 
A very good gathering of members assembled 

at the Prince Alfred, Tufton Street, S.W., on 
Saturday, October 4th, 1947. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and passed. There were no questions 
arising out of the Minutes. 

Owing to the absence of the Chairman (Mrs. 
Spinner) through illness, Mrs. Coley (Vice
Chairman) took the Chair. 

Regrets for absence were received from Mrs. 
Spinner, Hon. Mrs. G. Scarlett, Mrs. Guy Lee, 
Mrs. Billings, Mrs. Vaughan; Miss Jean Coley. 
We wish Mrs. Spinner a speedy return to health. 

We were pleased to welcome Mrs, Neal 
Dalton, also Mrs. Fred Hogben. \ 
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An outing has been proposed to take place 
next June or July. Mrs. Everett is ready to 
collect monies towards the outing. Arrange
ments later. 

Congratulations to Mr. Collins and his com
mittee for the excellent supper and dance on 
the 21st London Branch Birthday Party. 
The Chairman has sent thanks on behalf of 
members who attended. 

# ,  . 

REFRESHMENTS.—Thanks to Mrs. O'Dell for 
refreshments, 7/ being made for the funds. 

WHist DRIVE.—Prizes from Mrs. Spinner 
and Mrs. Enright. 

RAFFLES.—Mrs. O'Dell, Mrs. Yapp fate 
Gwen Messenger). 

BIRTH.—Congratulations to Mrs. Timms (nie 
Jpan Billings) on the' birth of a daughter. 
Also to Mrs. Cobb on becoming a Grandma. 
Her daughter Kathleen, although not a mem
ber, is a daughter of the Regiment, and our 
congratulations to her on her firstborn. 

HIRE OF ROOM.—Major Enright payed for 
room, in appreciation of the help given him 
during his term of office as Chairman, Treasurer 
and Secretary for the nineteen years the Guild 
has been formed. HE also gave four packs of 
cards. 

L.E.C. 

Ramsgate Branch. 
We opened out for our Winter Session in 

September with a "bang". Veterans and 
youngsters in attendance. Esprit de corps was 
prominent. This comradeship and support 
shows appreciation of the work put in by the 
Chairman, officers and committee, and I am 
sure gives us more incentive to keep Ramsgate 
on the top line. 

The, stated number of members attending is 
not propaganda but actual facts, and I as 
Secretary extend to all Buffs a welcome 
invitation to come along and join us. You axe 
certain of a good time. 

During the summer months we had several 
nice, bus outings to Kent country scenes. Of 
course we stopped at several houses to sample 
the "Wallop". These short stays were made 
very entertaining by Mrs. W. Turner, one of 
our member's wives, who has a splendid voice 
and a charming personality. I must not forget 
Mr. F. Rogers, our pianist on all occasions. ~ 

We missed Captain N. Taylor, who is on a 
visit to U.S.A. I understand that any nostalgic 
sentiments the Captain suffered were quickly 

disposed of by the brightness of the air hostess 
I tear these ladies are wonderful. 

Sorry to hear Joey Ashdown has passed over. 
We who are in touch with the 1/4th see their 
number decreasing every year. I read in the 
local press that Jack Bateman, also of the 
l/4th, died suddenly at Croydon on the 24th 
September. Since Daddy Keeler and Dapper. 
Jones have died there has been no reunion. 
There are plenty of officers left to carry on the 
good work, such as Colonel Collard, Witts, 
Cremer, Harboard, Whitfield, etc. ' 

Well, now for our meeting report :— 
Seventytwo members of the Ramsgate 

Branch of the Past and Present Association, 
The Buffs, attended the meeting held at the 
Freemasons' Tavern, High Street, Ramsgate, 
on Friday, 19th September, 1947. 

Mr. E. H. Swendell presided and was 
supported by Major A. J. H. Taylor/ Major 
H. D. Rose, Captain H. H. Knight, Captain E. 
Carter, SergeantMajor Excell, SergeantMajor 
Jeffrys, and Mr. B. E. Knott (Hon. Secretary.) 

Extending a welcome to Captain Carter and 
to new members present that evening, the 
Chairman remarked that such a good attend
ance was a sure sign that the Ramsgate Branch 
was making progress, and he looked forward to 
successful winter meetings. 

The branch had sustained a great loss by the 
death of Mr. R. Oldroyd, one of their young 
members. Mr. Swendell stated that a wreath 
and a letter of sympathy had been sent by the 
Secretary to the relatives. Members stood for 
two minutes' silence as a tribute of respect. 

The Hon. Secretary read a letter from The 
Heme Bay Branch stating their intention to 
visit Ramsgate on the October meeting night. 
Mr. Johnson, the Social Secretary, was in
structed to make arrangements for the welcome 
of the Heme Bay members. 

Major Taylor thanked the members for their 
attendance at the August Remembrance Parade 
held at Canterbury, and the Major conveyed 
the wishes for the branch's success from " his 
brother, Captain M. Taylor, who was at present 
in the U.S.A. on business. 

Mr. W. Turner and Mr. F. Rogers were 
thanked for their part in social activities. Both 
had been the means of entertaining and making 
good evening outings in August, and members 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves. 

Letters of apology for absence were received 
from Captain N. Taylor, Captain W. Barton, 
Messrs. J. Elson, H. C. Setterfield, S. Berry, 
F. Hammon and R. Durrant. 
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At the conclusion of the business proceedings, 
refreshments were served by Buff host Dick 
Atkins, and the remainder of the evening was 
spent in reviving old comradeship. 

Did Harry really have to exerpise the dog on 
Sunday morning, or did the dog need a drink ? 

Canterbury Branch. 
The presentation of the trophies on Septem

ber :22nd, 1947, for the Bat and Trap League, 
was attended by the branch team supported 
by a number of the branch members. As win
ners of Division I, Mr. H. Hogben (Jun.), 
captain of the team, was given the honour of 
receiving the: Sir William Wayland Cup. This 
same' cup was won by the branch in 1937 and 
1939, and we hope it may rest at the club for a 
few years. In additioh to the cup, all members 
of the team received a savings certificate. Good 
ltick and success to the team next year. 

The monthly branch meeting was held pn 
October 3rd, 1947, When it was decided to hold 
a Christmas Draw the same as last year. There 
are still a good number of chairs that need 
filling at the branch meetings, free of charge. 
The next branch meeting takes place on the 
first Friday in November at 8 p.m. The 
collection was quite good at the end of the 
meeting, but did not satisfy Jock, who very 
generously increased it, after searching all his 
pockets for the necessary and eventually found 
it and produced it in the manner of a profession^ 
conjuror. 

Crib is still the chief pastime, although darts 
are now coming into being, and it is hoped to 
run a good team this Winter, as in past yeairs. 

On October 4th, a party from the branch 
paid a visit to the Faversham Branch, com
prised of members and their families, making 
a bus load of 33. A wonderful evening was 
spent by all, and we would like to express 
our thanks to Major Jackson and members of 
the Faversham Branch for a really magnificent 
show. No doubt a fuller account Will be given 
in the Faversham notes. Those of this branch 
that attended are full of praise, and some at 
the conclusion of the evening were also full of 
— ? One member enjoyed himself so mhch that 
he was convinced that he was on a moving 
staircase. Two of the Canterbury ladies were 
successful in the raffles, and it is hoped that the 
spoils arrived home safely. Music was' pro
vided on the outward and return journey by 
three ladies of the party, which was appreciated 
by all, judging by  the volume of singing. 
During the evening Jock develped a new 
hobby, coflecting: telephone numbers, but only 
in Faversham. 

Obituary. 
George. William Warner. ' 

DY the death on September 28th of Mr. 
^George William Warner, of "Kenfhore", 
Theresa Road, Hythe has lost its most intimate 
link with those famous aviators who, during 
the period 1928/38, blazed trails irom Lympne 
to the ends of the earth. "Bill" Warner was the 
first steward of the Cinque Ports Flying Club 
and served this organisation indefatiguably for 
12 years until it closed down for the war years 
in 1940. During the period he became highly 
popular amongst men and women fliers who 
made Lympne their headquarters for the 
starting of recordbreaking flights. They in
cluded Chamberlin, Bert Hinkler, Kingsfpfd 
Smith, C. W. A. Scott, the Mplhsons, Jean 
Batten, Tommy Melrose, Ken Waller, Jim 
Broadbent and Tommy Rose. All these, and 
many more, became the friends of Bill Warner. 

Their every need was anticpated. He fetched 
and carried Whether the hour was early Pr late, 
and it would be no exaggeration to say that he 
Expended himself in his enthusiasm for the 
cause of men and women who were putting 
British aviation in the forefront of the world. 

Born at Horn Street on October 26th, 1886, 
William George Warner enlisted in the 1st 
Battalion The Buffs, and went with them to 
Ireland. He was ColourSergeant when he Went 
with the regiment tp France in 1914, anfl was 
first wounded on his birthday in that year. 
On returning to France the next year, he Was 
again Wounded. When he recovered he took up 
the post of Orderly Room Sergeant at the Small 
Arms School with the rank of Q.M.S., and with 
his family resided in the married quarters there. 

He continued in this post until he retired 
from the Army in 1928, and took up the duty 
of steward at the Cinque Ports Flying Club: 
When the club closed in 1940, Mr. Warner 
entered the accoufits department of the S;A.S. 
and went to Bisley when the organisation mpved 
there. He returned to Hythe in 1945 and went 
into the accounts department of Messrs. 
Newman & Sons. 

He leaves a widow, three sons and a daughter. 
The two eldest sons, who are both with B.O.A.C., 
Radio Officer Bill Warner and Eng. Victor 
Warner (Montreal) reached England before their 
father died. Peter, who is serving with the 
RwA; in India, was unable to do so. 
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The 

stronger 

the edge

the longer 

its life ! 
A razor blade must be strong if 
it is to retain its sharpness. Gillette 
edges have three facets which form a 
shoulder or buttress — giving strength 
where an unsupported edge soon 
breaks down. Because they are both 
sharp and strong, Gillette blades give 
you cleaner, smoother shaves — yet 
reduce shaving costs by longer life. 

2/6 FOR lO 
INCL. TAX 

6Good Mor9 

begin 
with Gillette 

B RYM AY 
SAFETY 

MATCHES 

THE NATCH FOR THE 
BRITISH FORCES 

BRITISH MADE BY BRYANT & MAY 

ipsaMfeqfatSuztfe 
Pain goes by a lot of names ; yet 

n " there's ONE word which stands for 
^ pain relief—that word is ' ASPRO 

'/f/TtU^ THE WORLD FAME of 'ASPRO' as 
a pain reliever is due to the simple fact that 

when someone takes 'ASPRO' to stop his pain, he experi
ences a wonderful soothing action—he finds that THE 
PAIN GOES. Multiply this simple instance a million 
times and you find the explanation of the worldwide success 
of 'ASPRO'. 'ASPRO' analgesic (pain relieving) action 
makes it easy for Nature to tackle the cause of the pain, 

for 'ASPRO' works in a natural way—it does 
not harm the heart or stomach—it does not 

fflwwG create a habit. 

aspro 
FOOTBALLER'S PRAISE 3i° 6 

Dear Sirs, Benoni, Tvl. l / ^ i  
I have tested your 'ASPRO' and have found 11 O 2 

them highly beneficial to me. And they are all Made by 
you claim for them. I had an accident to my ^SPRO LIMITED, 
forehead quite a few years ago, playing foot slough, Bucks 
ball, and ever since I have suffered with my ^ 
head, more so when I have a cold. And I can | 
sure say 'ASPRO' and a hot drink does the I 
trick. Yours faithfully, F. M. 1 

ID. 
2 
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S  H  A V  E X  
The Perfect Two Minute Shave 

NO SOAP * NO BRUSH  NO LATHER 

,s USED BY 

ALL BRITISH 
FORCES 

For shaving when In 
a hurry it is mar ' 

shave in two mi nutes. 
No water needed, 
but if you have 
water moisten your 
face before using 
Shavex. You can 
shave in a quarter of TAKE NO , 
the time that it ABai IMITATIONS g|^ 
takes with soap and Millions all over the world are now using 
brush and your skin Shavex. Beware of imitations—there is 
will feel as fresh as nothing like Shavex—the antiseptic shaving 
a daisy. Almond Oil creamthe first on the market. 
in Shavex keeps the CliJ^j Jk *S S°^ 
face young and takes JH A V faA everywhere 
a w a y  w r i n k l e s .  . ^ 3  a n c j  \ / \ Q I  (including Purchase Tax) 
Smear Shavex over ' 2 \ 6 / 
the face when you Obtainable at N A.A.F I Boots Weal
. . , , worth's, Timothy Whites & Taylors, Ltd. and 
have shaved and c|| Chemists and stores. 

TZLTJ'LT,: SHAVEX ZEEKOL CO LTD. 
from blemishes. 40 Bc,0"<, Rood' london' N " 

THE COMMON COLD 
—a plan for its prevention 

Every year, many thousands of people successfully 
avoid colds with the help of Serocalcin. Its use, both 
in the prevention and treatment of the common cold, 
has given consistently satisfactory results. Serocalcin is 
not infallible, but its record is such that it merits a trial 
by everyone subject to colds. 
Prevention of Colds 
Two Serocalcin tablets are taken daily for 30 days. In 
many cases this gives 3 to 4 months immunity from 
colds. 
Treatment of an existing Cold 
Three tablets are taken three times daily. Commenced 
in the early stages of a cold this often clears up the 
attack in 3 to 4 days. Serocalcin is suitable for adults 
and children. 
The immunising course of 60 Serocalcin tablets 
costs 8/5 Jd. Treatment pack of 20 tablets—3/4jd. 
All who suffer from colds are invited to send to Harwoods 
Laboratories Ltd., Watford, for descriptive booklet 
" Immunity from ColdsT 

SEROCALCIN 
FOR THE PREVENTION & TREATMENT OF COLDS 
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2nd Battalion. 

OHORTLY after 
^notes were sent off, the 

our last 
were 

Colonel returned from Sing
apore, where he attended 
the C.I.G.S's Conference. 

' The C.I.G.S. was intend
ing to visit the Colony on 
August 3rd, and the bat
talion was selected to find a 
Guard * of Honour." This 
Guard was found by the 
companies at Stanley Bar
racks and was commanded 
by Captain Bossom. Un
fortunately the Guard had 
to be cancelled owing to the 

unexpected return of the Field Marshal to 
U.K. A good deal of time had been spent on 
practice and rehearsals and we all felt certain 
that this would have been a really first class 
Guard of Honour had it come off. 

A separate Guard of Honour was found by 
the companies at Murray Barracks for the new 
Governor, Sir Alexander Grantham, K.C.B., 
who arrived on July 25th. This was an all
Services Guard" and the battalion was repre
sented by Captain V. O. Roberts and 30 men. 
The Guard formed up on the road facing Queen's 
Pier where it was inspected by the Governor. 
The battalion later received a congratulatory 
message from the G.O.C. on the Guard's smart
ness and steadiness on parade. 

An interesting feature of the month was the 
invitation from the Navy for 1 Officer and 
6 Other Ranks per company to accompany 
the 8th Destroyer Flotilla on operations for 
48 hours. Those lucky enough to go enjoyed 
two glorious days at sea, during which time they 
watched the crews at gunnery and torpedo 
practise. The Comet, Concord and Cossack were 
among the destroyers taking part. 

We have had a drive on training recently as 
our, guard commitments have decreased. Each 
week one platoon moves to Stonecutters Island, 
where they remain for a week on their own and 
fire a complete course. There is a first class 
range on the island with every possible facility. 
The surroundings are ideal, with plenty of 
swimming in the evenings. So far, each rifle 
company has been able to put 30 men through 
this course, concentrating mainly on the men 
in higher release groups. 

The Interplatoon Basket Ball Competition, 
which Major Majendie is running, is now in full 

swing and the position of the first six teams at 
the moment is as follows12 Platoon, 4 
Platoon, 9 Platoon, 5 Platoon, 7 Platoon, 
B.H.Q. Unfortunately, we have just had a 
spell of wet weather which has tended to hold 
up. a number of matches. We hope to be able 
to play all these off now, and next month we 
should be able to publish the final order of the 
teams. 

We congratulate C.S.M. Edmons, attached 
from the 1/5 Commandos, on his award of 
the C.inC,'s Card for good service. 

Release is robbing us of a large proportion 
of N.C.O.s and in order to cope with this we are 
running a series of cadre courses for N.C.O.s 
and selected privates. 

Companies are making collections for The 
Buffs Memorial Fund and today's collection at 
the Memorial Service held in the Church at 
Stanley Barracks realised one hundred and 
ninetyseven dollars, which in English currency 
is approximately twelve pounds. The service 
was taken by our own padre,! Padre Harpur, 
and afterwards a number of the married 
families were entertained in the Officers' Mess. 

Now that the weather has changed, swimming 
is very popular again, and at weekends and 
halfholidays we run a bus service of Liberty 
trucks down to Repulse Bay and other popular 
spots on the island where the troops can swim 
all day and make use of rowing boats, etc. 

We are expecting two ships in this week—the 
Strathnaver and Scythia—and are wondering 
what fresh arrivals they may bring. 

We have also been officially informed that 
another battalion, the 1st Royal InniskiHing 
Fusiliers, is on its way to the Colony, and should 
arrive within a week or so. The battalion is noW 
caught up in another move as a result of this, 
and "B" and "C" Companies wfll be returning 
to their old hunting ground at Lye Mun in four 
days' time and "A" and "D" Companies and 
B.H.Q. will be moving to Stanley. 

Sergeants * Mess. 
This month will see another move of the Battalion 

and a consequent reshuffle of the Mess members. 
Unfortunately, we wiU not all be together, as, 

although the Battalion Mess is remaining at Stanley 
Barracks, "B" and "C" Companies return to the scene 
of former carousals at Lye Mun Barracks. 

C.S.M. Turmaine has taken x>ver the duties of P.M.C., 
and no doubt the Mess will benefit from his long 
experience. (How many remember Fred as P.R.I. 
Corporal way back ?) 

Social life is on the increase as the daily rainfall 
drops a couple of inches and dry clothing becomes a 
reality once more* and we usually have a social evening 
every week in the Battalion Mess. 
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Guard of 

Saturday saw an evening devoted to Tombola and 
Horse Racing with all proceeds for the Buffs Memorial 
Fund, 193945. 

Your correspondent understands that a certain 
member attempted to introduce dog racing with live 
dogs. The attempt failed with disfiguring effects to 
the promoter ! 

Once again I must record that several of our old 
comrades are practising the gang plank walk and 
preparing to leave us for release in the U.K. 

This month the list includes C.S.M.s Bert Batson 
(The Barrow Boy) and Bernard Farmer and Sgts. 
Johnny Webb, Jerry Ovenden and Havildar Len 
Hisgrove. 

Our very best wishes are extended to them all in their 
future lives. 

We are expecting George Coleman and Tubby Moore 
back from LIAP on the next ship, but what has happened 
to Ginger Mawson ? 

Rumour has it that he has bought a thousand gallons 
of condemned Navy Rum and is digging in on the Isle 
of Man in preparation for the Atomic War ! 

No doubt we shall be seeing his familiar bar counter 
lean (with no bar in sight) before long. 

Meanwhile, the arrival of any trooper means that 
Smudger Smissen is on the lookout again for his cousin 
who is still on his way "out" ! 

Flash ! The doperunner is still at large and we 
believe that Sherlock Smissen is baffled. 

This month will see the arrival in the Colony of 
another infantry battalion, the 1st Battalion, Innis
killing Fusiliers. We welcome them to Hong Kong and 
hope that they have a pleasant time here. No doubt 

Photo by Victor Studio, Kowloon 
Honour. s 

the sound of voices more versed in Mother McCree and 
The Mountains of Mourne than has been the case will 
be heard on the night air in the near future. 

The arrival of an Irish unit is a grand opportunity 
for Ted Gates to air his green flag ! 

It is hoped to arrange an evening's entertainment in| 
the Mess for some of the members of the Corporals' 
Mess in the near future and no doubt this will be an 
evening to remember. However, more of this after the 
event. 

That appears to be all the news from this side of the 
globe for this time, so with the now traditional good 
wishes to all Buffs everywhere, we say goodbye for now 
from the Sergeants' Mess of the 2nd Battalion. 

Headquarter Company. 
COMPANY H.Q. 

We welcome to the Company the following : Lieut. 
R. A. F. StratfordTuke, Lieut. Pigou and Sgt. Haverley 
and many others on temporary attachments for N.C.O.s 
Cadre under the guidance of Lieut. Tuke and gentle 
persuasion of C.S.M. Turmaine. The Saturday morning 
sightseeing marches have been quite a feature of the 
training this month and thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

Owing to a slight error in the C.S.M.'s roster Pte. 
Hore completed the course two Saturday mornings and *
has now been rewarded with a "chairborne" job for his 
stout effort. 

PIONEER PLATOON. 
A very quiet month for the Platoon ; by this is meant 

very little outside activity, the rehabilitation of the 
present camp being shared by G.E. staff and the platoon. 
We were shocked at having to parade and show the rest 
of the Company how to perform two (three ?) star 
marches on Saturday mornings in the early part of the 
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month. The naval manoeuvres come next in order of 
interest, trips being arranged to last two days on a 
cruiser or destroyer and were thoroughly enjoyed by 
those selected. 

This month we sadly announce the departure of 
Sgt. Havildar Hisgrove on demob. A real sendoff is 
being prepared and we wish him all the best on return 
to civvy life. Don't forget you can always sign on again 
in your release leave. Life will surely be too dull without 
the pioneers to care for. 

SIGNAL PLATOON. 
Here we are again with all the lowdown on Signal 

Platoon doings. Firstly, we have to report the arrival 
of a new Signal Sergeant—Sgt. Haverley. He takes 
over when Jerry Ovenden leaves. That is when the next 
boat gets here. As guards take precedence over Signal 
work these days, we are not so well up on boats and 
demob, griff as usual. Anyway, Ted Gibbard hopes to 
leave with Jerry. At the end of the month quite a few 
Signallers hope to go, among them your scribe. How
ever, we have a few up and coming Signallers for the 
future. A Signal Course is just drawing to a close. That 
should give us about a dozen more with groups higher 
than their Army numbers. Two days ago our 71 Group 
men, Mitchell and Newman, were appointed Local 
LanceCorporals. We congratulate them, but don't 
envy them their Cadre Course. 

This being the hot season, very little sport is being 
played. However, we figure quite well in what does go 
on. Roy Higgs and Fred Ellis are prominent members 
of the Battalion hockey team. Roy is also the 2 Buffs 
Ping Pong King. We also have several keen snooker 
players. Our basket ball team is well up to standard 
and has defeated its long standard rival, the Mortar 
Platoon. 

In the hobby section our aeronautical expert, Freddie 
Brown, is very busy constructing flying saucers and the 
like. Between times he builds up dynamic energy a la 
Charles Atlas. This causes much amusement among the 
less energetic members of the Platoon. However, his 
exercises have done him no harm as yet except that he 
now eats more food from the cookhouse. 

Finally, let us finish by congratulating Cpl. Ron 
Barrett on being awarded the CommanderinChief s 
Card for Good Service. 

MORTAR PLATOON. 
Many times during the last few months it has been 

the usual occurrence to hear somebody say, "When 
are we going to get some more blokes into the Platoon ? . 
At long last our wish has come true and we welcome in 
Cpl Ford and Pte. Press, two war veterans from the 
1st Battalion. Also Ptes. Stokes, Lowe, Moore, Floyd, 
Warrender and Minter, who have come in from Rifle 
Companies. We hope they will enjoy their new work 
in the Platoon. 

We have three newlymadeup LanceCorporals with 
us now in L/Cpls. Biggs, Pedersen and Jorgensen, who 
have now rejoined the Platoon after a rather hectic 
three weeks on the square with C.S.M. Turmaine and in 
the lecture room with Captain P. Wilson. We con
gratulate them on their promotion, which was the 
result of their hard work. 

The majority of us talk about the expected arrival 
of the S.S. Scythia, which is due in sometime next week, 
not because any of us are going home on her, but we 
are hoping to see some of our chaps returning from 
LIAP. 

We are now looking forward to our day out on the 
Mortar Range up in the new Territories next Monday, 
11th August.* It will be the first time some of our 
members will have fired so it should prove quite 
"interesting". 

Life is going on just about the same ; the odd one or 
two nights in town each week, with a spot of swimming 
on our half days, although the weather has not been at 
all favourable for quite some weeks now. Terrific 
thunder and lightning and torrential rain is very 
frequent. 

Before we close for this time, we wish all those who 
were members of the Platoon (now in civvy street) all 
the very best of luck and hope to be with them soon. 

Administration Company. 
The past month has been one of shocks, disappoint

ment and, of course, lots of rain. 

The biggest shock suffered by all was to see the 
Company Commander, Captain Bossom, after nearly 
eleven years' service attend a parade as officer i/c. 
The parade in question was a Guard of Honour for 
Field Marshal Montgomery, and after nearly two weeks 
of intensive training and fitting of kit it was dis
appointing that the Field Marshal had to cancel his 
visit. \ 

To somewhat soften the blow we did at least escape 
the unhappy fate of the Governor's Guard of Honour, 
who had to perform with a veritable deluge of rain 
falling. 

Captain Bossom has made a rapid recovery from his 
initial shock of having to take a parade, but it is notice
able that no longer during the afternoons do the hills 
at the rear of the church echo to the musical strains of 
"Guard of Hon . . . our". It is with regret we have to 
record the passing of Whisky. Whisky was the beloved 
pet of Pte. Ward and was a firm favourite with all of 
the M.T. A black and white chow with the fluffiest 
coat imaginable, he was a most wellbehaved pet. His 
last resting place is behind the barrack room and he 
was buried with full honours. 

It is with a great feeling of regret that we bid goodbye 
and good luck to all of the Company in Age and Service 
Groups 58 and 59 and more particularly to Ptes. 
Hutchinson and Hill. Both of these stalwarts have been 
in the Company for some considerable time, Pte. Hill 
being the Company Clerk and Hutchinson being the 
Company Armourer. They have both cheerfully and 
willingly performed all jobs asked of them and have 
had the welfare of the Company at heart always. To 
them both we can only express our appreciation and the 
earnest hope that they may find congenial employment 
after their wellearned release leave. 

A new Cadre Course has commenced for Junior 
N.C.O.s and they have commenced their first week of 
training. 

We have recently received a rather large contingent 
of A.C.C. cooks to complete us to our war establishment. 
They were very welcome, for with the large cookhouse 
at Stanley and the detachment at Murray the strain 
was rather telling on the few cooks that we had. 

Much has been written concerning this Colony of 
ours but after some months' sojourn here I am now 
firmly convinced that all of the material I have read 
was designed to lure unsuspecting people to visit the 
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place. In the past fortnight we have had two typhoon 
scares. It has rained continuously and in one morning 
alone four inches of rain fell. Having read in the guide 
books that Hong Kong summer commenced in July 
and that "brilliant sunshine of almost tropic density" 
prevailed from that month, I duly checked my calendar 
for fear I had missed a month or two through drinking 
some local Rhye, and confirmed that it was now August. 
Not understanding why so flagrant a misstatement 
should be made to the public, I questioned one of the 
local inhabitants who I hoped would be a little brainier 
than most, to receive the following answer : "Three 
years ago we had eight months of sunshine and only 
four months of winter. This year I think we have eight 
months rain and four months of winter. It is God. 
Can I sell you a sunshade ?" 

I am now prostrate on my bed recovering with rain 
beating through every crack, and covering the floor. 
Would some wellwisher please send a rod and line, for 
if this weather continues I most certainly will be able 
to lay in bed and fish. 

"A" Company. 
Into the second half of the year—and it's still raining. 

In our last notes we told of listening, with mouths 
agape, to the horrible things a Typhoon could do if it 
really got angry and took a dislike to the place it 
happened to be visiting at that particular time. Well 

wejiaven't had one yet (typhoon, I mean), but we 
have had a scare. Navy rushed to sea—we shut all our 
windows that do shut and similar doors and waited. 
What happened ? It certainly blew, but the typhoon, 
after prodding out an inquisitive finger, apparently 
liked us. We are told it made a detour or something. 
We do feel sorry for the sailors. 

The whole "do" was called a storm and the Q.M. 
sent out the appropriate requests to report storm 
damage. Thank you, "Q", nice "Q". 

It's still raining. 

The more intimate Company doings have been rather 
quiet. The Danish boys have now started to go on 
LIAP and can get to Denmark. Those lucky types for 
this month were Ptes. Frederiksen, Gravesen, Clausen 
442 bound for Denmark and Ptes. Atkinson and Ambrose 
for Blighty. 

Promotions have been abundant too. We must 
congratulate Ptes. Peters, Jephcott, Orford, Capon, 
Lawrence and Larsen 033 to LanceCorporal. The last
named were first and second respectively on the Battalion 
Cadre for Selected Privates, and L/Cpls. Rootes, Hansen 
086 and Burgess to Corporal. 

The LanceCorporals we still have, but the Corporals 
have gone the way of all good men—to other Companies. 
However, we have received worthy replacements in the 
shape of Sgts. Knowles and Mahon and Cpls. Jearum, 
Rodd and Campbell. 
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Wefcome} (Strike out wherenot applicable.) 
We provided 20 stalwarts to represent "A" Company 

in a combined Murray Barracks Guard for the new 
Governor and we must congratulate the 20 and all who 
took part on turnout and general allround performance. 

Sport has taken rather a back seat, but only because 
of the weather and everybody is very keen to literally 
set the ball rolling again. The cricket enthusiasts are 
still enthusing ("What they need is another Test match 
against Australia." "Who said that ?"). 

We are still continuing with "D" Company's Major 
Majendie's Magic basket Ball Fixture and although we 
work hard we just don't seem to be able to win every 
match; However, we are not last on the list, and we 
should be able to give you the results next month  that 
is if the Major doesn't proudly get in first. Tennis is 
still an attraction on the odd fine day, but should get 
going next month when and if we dry out. 

The 58 and 59ers sound like a pack of canaries. 
Happy little souls. They have to keep on the move. 
Life must be perfect hell dodging route march and 
W.T. To say nothing of the P.T. evasion tactics. To 
watch them we think it would be much less energetic 
to drift with the tide instead of swimming against it. 

C.S.M. Bert Batson (The Barrow Boy Beautiful) 
still keeps his nose to the grindstone under some sort of 
pressure from the Company Commander in the shape 
of a piece of engraved metal. 

We lose quite a few boys this next month on Python 
and Release; tjie place won't be the same without 
them. Those who sail away on the S.S. Scythia about 
16th August, 1947, leaving leaden hearts behind,. are 
scarred veterans of the Far East (perhaps a little whisky
hued, or beer bloated) : Warrant Officer Class II Albert 
Charles Richard Henry Alexander Batson (Bert to you), 
Cpl. Griffo Gambling, L/Cpl. "DoDo" Giles, L/Cpl. 
(Boy) Kerley, Ptes. Muscles Leary, Dobbo Dobinson, 
Mucko Freeman, Java Holmes and the renowned 
Hoppy Hopcroft—you see, quite a team. 

L/Cpl. Pettman is closeted these days with a certain 
. party, nattering of Boomerangs and Kangaroos— 
whatever they are—instead of thinking about a ship. 

Pte. Webb, the Company comedian, continues to keep 
the Company amused, but we regret that he, too, will 
be going soon wilh 61 group. We congratulate him on 
his recent armourer's report. 

Our best wishes to Buffs everywhere. 

"B" Company. 
Basket Ball is in full swing and No. 4 Platoon is at 

present fighting hard to keep top place. They are due 
to play "D" Company's crack team and their nearest 
rivals next week. 

Perhaps our most improved team is No. 5 Platoon. 
They started rather shakily and suffered some early 
defeats, and were at one stage one from bottom in the 
table. ' However, after some extra practise at shooting, 
etc!, they won five matches in a row, and at the end of 
last week has risen to sixth. 

A lot of old members of the Company are just about 
to leave on release, including Cpl. Humphreys, Cpl. 
Burr, Cpl. McAllister, Cpl. Oliver, Ptes. Baring and 
Cleavely. We wish them all the best of luck in Civvy 
Street, and feel that they are going out at a very 
difficult time with the present crisis on. 

We have just received news that we shall probably 
be moving back to our old hunting ground at Lye Mun 
soon, and we hope that it will not be long before we 
shall be able to start up some football again. At present 
the pitches are being rested in order to allow the grass 
to grow. 

"C" Company. 
At the beginning of this month our C.O. returned 

from Singapore after a few days' spell of duty there. 
Aftgr having been back for about a week there were 
several promotions published on Part I Orders, namely : 
Cpl. Jones, Cpl. Jearum and Cpl. Pitts (all have since 
been transferred to "D" Company), L/Cpl. Kruger and 
L/Cpl. Baker. "Well done, you N.C.O.s and keep up 
the good work." New arrivals from other companies 
were Sgt. Bellamy, Cpl. Wennegaard, Cpl. Burgess and 
Cpl. Hansen. Here's wishing your stay in "C" Company 

is a long and happy one, and "Congratulations", Sgt. 
Bellamy, on that longawaited "third 'mi", 

The August LIAP was drawn out.in the Detachment 
Commander's Office at Stanley Fort. Lucky chaps for 
home leave are Pte. Lindeman, Pte* Cripps and Pte. 
Tomsett. Have a good leave while in Blighty, lads, 
and don't buy too many "snouts" (3/6 for twenty now, 

: you know !). 
The Battalion has entered a 1st Division team in the 

Chinese Football League which commences during the 
first week in September. We have yet to see hidden 
talent amongst our steady stream of reinforcements 
who have been joining us from since our arrival in 
Hong Kong up to the present moment. 

InterPlatoon Basket Ball League is running pretty 
well .and No. 9 Platoon is to be congratulated on two 
hardfought games played at the end of this month 
with No. 3 Platoon ("A" Company) and "I" Section, 
the team consisting of Lieut. StratfordTuke, L/Cpl. 
Baker, Pte. Glanfield, Pte. Clements and Pte. McKennOn. 
On going to press our platoons stand as follows 

3rd place.—No. 7 Platoon. 
4th place.—No. 9 Platoon. 
5th place.—No. 8 Platoon. 
OIL, July 23rd/24th the C.S.E. put on "Out and 

About", starring the Ben Dudley Trio, George Clarkson, 
Junior, George Campbell, Gail Leslie and Jeanette. It 
was an excellent performance and all ranks appreciated 
the brilliant burlesque amongst the artistes. Comments 
after the show went something like this : "Cor, smashing 
wasn't it, eh, Cush ?" "Yus, it was, Joe. I'm 'aving 
anuvver basinful tamorro' night, not 'arf I ain't 1" 

A word of appreciation might also be added here for 
Colonel Mozely's Classical Concerts on records which 
he holds in his house every Sunday evening, and are 
enjoyed by officers and men alike. 

L/Cpl. Baker and Pte. Swan should be congratulated 
on their fine efforts they put up when they took part i@ 

a Charity Swimming Gala which was held recently at 
H.Q. Land Forces Pool; we bet they never missed the 
Bathing Beauty Competition when Miss Ng DanFung 
was chosen as "Miss Hong Kong" for 1947 ! 

A few of the lads have been to sea again to get some 
more "seatime" in. One officer and eight other ranks 
ol "C" Company took passage in H.M.S. Comus, together 
with other members of the Battalion, who travelled in 
ships H.M.S. Cossack,H.M.S.Comet and H.M.S. Concord, 
all part of the destroyer Flotilla. Naval exercises ttey 
witnessed were gunnery and torpedo practice. 
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Unfortunately, they missed "starshell" firing owing to 
it being cancelled. Apart from that a rollicking time 
was had by all ratings, or ranks, even after only three 
days in the China Sea. Charlie Pearce and Tommy 
Pratt were seen "slinging their hammocks" (ground
sheets) in the barrack room and later in the NAAFI 
Ginger Edwards, Wato Watson, Johnnie Rosen, Charlie 
Pearce, Tommy Pratt and Loft Lindeman were found 
"Splicing many a main brace" over the eight (fall out, 
Minnie !). Others who disembarked fatter than they 
embarked were 2/Lieut. Rock de Besombes, Cpl. 
Jearum (now in "D" Company) and Pte. Lee. 

The Battalion was called upon this month to supply 
two Guards of Honour ; the first in honour of Hong 
Kong's new Governor General, H.E. Sir Alexander 
Grantham, K.C.B., which was carried out by "A" and 
"D" Companies at Murray Barracks. A message of 
congratulations was later received by these companies 
for their "steadiness and smartness" on parade. The 
second was for the C.I.G.S., Viscount Montgomery. After 
members of Uie Battalion and 30 O.R.s of "C" Company 
had sweated it out on a corrugated surfaced square, 
and got down to a really high standard of "spit and 
polish" on boots, scabbards and other equipment, etc., 
we learned that the C.I.G.S. had cancelled his visit 
and was on his way home. 

No. 7 Platoon and a sprinkling of No. 8 and 9 Platoons, 
under the supervision of 2/Lieut. Smith, went out to 
Stonecutter's Island for a week to fire the Annual W.T. 
Course there. While they were out there the weather 
was perfect for the whole week and on their return they 
turned up like a bunch of I.O.R.s ! Still, since then 
we've had nothing but rain (and heavyrain it's been 
too), so they'll soon lose their "glamourboy tan". 

To finish off with, a word on the Company's location. 
At the moment we are in Stanley Barracks together with 
our old friends "B" Company, also Administration and 
Headquarter Companies. On 7th August we and "B" 
Company were supposed to be marching to Murray 
Barracks in the centre of the town. This has now been 
definitely cancelled and we are going back (with our 
firm friends) to our old haunts—Lyemun Barracks ! 

4  *D ' '  Company .  
The beginning of the second half of the year has 

brought even more rain, but little other change. 
The Company again produced 20 men for a Combined 

Services Guard of Honour, this time for the arrival of 
the new Governor, Sir Alexander Grantham. Congratu
lations to them on the good showing, which we fully 
expected from them. 

Due to the kindness of the Royal Navy, several men 
of the Company had three days afloat, mainly with the 
destroyer flotilla. Judging by their remarks, the Navy, 
as usual, "did them proud". 

The main sporting event of the month has been the 
InterPlatoon Basket Ball League, in which No. 12 
Platoon is distinguishing itself and is at the moment at 
*he top of the league. No. 10 and 11 Platoons are by 
no means disgracing themselves either. 

Congratulations to the following on their first "tape": 
Cribben, Shaw, Bergman, Baldwin, Jensen, Mortensen, 
Munchin and Garman. May it be the forerunner of 
greater things to come. We also welcome to the 
Company Cpls Pitts, Amos, Alway, Jones and Andreasen. 

Training has taken on a somewhat more intensified 
air and the Chinese gaze with astonishment at the Mad 
Englishman on Murray Square lunging with bayonets, 
hurling grenades, stripping Brens, and doing peculiar 
faats at P.T. 

Beneath Bell Harry. 
CEPTEMBER saw us 
^carrying on un
daunted by the Daily * 
Telegraph's forecast of 
the impending dis
solution of Primary , 
Training Centres. 

At the time of writ
ing the weather is still 
that of August rather 
than October, except 
for the colder morn
ings and evenings, and 
the little rain we have 
had has done no more 
than add a slight tinge 
of green to the grass. 

Most of the rain that came this way fell on 
the one day fine weather was essential ! the 
25th September, when, as part of the recruiting 
campaign, 3 P.T.C. was "At Home" to the 
public. Halfanhour before the Mayor was & 
due to open the proceedings a deluge was in 
progress which appeared likely to daunt the 
most ardent enthusiast, but by the time she 
took her place on the platform, the sun had 
nearly broken through and quite a large crowd 
listened to a wellchosen address which admir
ably suited the occasion. 

The public was free to inspect barrack rooms, 
offices, rest rooms, stores and institutes, as well 
as show pieces such as the Museum, and were 
thus able to get a complete picture of the 
soldier's daily life here, and it was most un
fortunate that the weather prevented more 
from doing so. 

Special attractions included a drill display, 
a P.T. display and trick riding by motor cyclists 
of Eastern Command Signals, who are to be 
congratulated on carrying out a most difficult 
and spectacular programme in very difficult 
conditions. At the end of the afternoon the 
Band and Drums of the 1st Battalion beat 
Retreat. 

In the evening an All Ranks' Dance was held * 
in the New Gymnasium which was such a 
success that it is proposed to hold them at 
regular intervals in future. The youth and 
beauty of Canterbury gathered in large num
bers outside the Gym well before the doors were 
due to open and in the end quite a few had to 
be turned away in order to leave sufficient 
room on the floor for the exotic and spectacular 
styles of dancing that were being practised. 
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Soccer and hockey are now'in full swing. 
The soccer team lost their first match in the 
Kent Amateur League, but should do much 
better when they have played together more. 
The hockey team, who have managed to collect 
a considerable amount of talent, overwhelmed 
Eastern Command Signals by 7—0 in their first 
match. 

At rugger we have been defeated by Shorn
cliffe and the Royal Marines, Deal, but have 
the makings of quite a good side. 

During the last month or so, war has been 
waged by a small band of officers against the 
several coveys of partridge rash enough to 
frequent the Old Park, as many as four brace 
sometimes being slain in a morning. Officer 
casualties so far are nil! 

The 44At Home". 

A strong appeal to young men to join a wonderful old 
regiment was made by the Mayor of Canterbury (Alder
man Mrs. G. R. Hews), when she spoke at the opening 
of The Buffs "At Home" day at St. Martin's Barracks 
on Thursday. 

In spite of intermittent rain, the day was a great 
success and many citizens of Canterbury attended the 
event. 

The Mayor was supported by MajorGeneral the Hon. 
P. G. Scarlett, the Colonel of the Regiment, Major R. W. 
Edmeades, Acting Officer Commanding the Depot, 
Major J. P. Lucas, who was responsible for the organis
ation of the event, and Mr. G. R. Hews, and was 
introduced by Major Edmeades. 

The Mayor remarked that most of her hearers would 
be aware that The Buffs had had their headquarters at 
Canterbury for many years. She could say, as one who 
knew the City very well, that the Regiment was held in 
very deep affection by all who live in this part of the 
country. 

It was not the occasion, she knew, for an historical 
review of the Regiment, but it might be recalled that 
The Buffs originated from the Trained Bands raised in 
the time of Queen Elizabeth, and dated back to 1572. 
Therefore, if they were not the oldest regiment in the 
British Army, they must be one of the oldest. Proudly 
one recalled all that the Regiment had done over those 
long years. 

The Buffs had a magnificent record and had played a 
distinguished part in every campaign in which the 
country had been engaged. The Battle Honours formed 
a wonderful tribute to the courage and gallantry of the 
officers and men of the days gone by. They brought 
valour to the forefront of the British Army. 

During the last war, officers and men played their 
part in whatever portion of the world England had a 
campaign. Mothers, fathers, brothers and sisters thought 
of those men with pride and affection for every battalion 
did a wonderful job of work. "We are very grateful to 
them," said the Mayor, "and shall always remember 
them." 

Referring to the future, Alderman Mrs. Hews said 
she was speaking as the Mayor of the City when she 
appealed to young men and women (the latter, of course, 

could become A.T.S.) to come along and do their bit 
for their country. 

"Don't", she continued, "take any notice of those 
people who say that the atomic bomb will stop all wars, 
or that we shall be all wiped out by one." She went on 
to suggest that it might be that by commop consent, 
as was the case with gas in the last war, the atomic 
bomb would not be used. Therefore, it was up to the 
young men and women to come forward and help 
England to police the remainder of the world. 

England had always carried out this role and would 
always be in the forefront in doing so. 

Reiterating her appeal, Alderman Mrs. Hews said 
she thought that whoever did join, would derive a 
considerable amount of benefit from the excellent 
training they would receive. She pointed out, too, that 
they would be able to avail themselves of unusually 
good housing facilities. 

In this connection, she told her audience that special 
priorities had been granted for the erection of new 
married quarters on the other side of the Old Park. 
She was perfectly certain that those who joined now 
would be far better off than some of the men who had 
returned to civilian life. 

"I beg and pray of you", the Mayor went on, "to 
come along and join this wonderful old. Regiment. It's 
going to mean so, much to The Buffs and so much to the 
people of this country. I hope to God there will never 
be another war, but we can never tell, and therefore it 
is up to you to come along and do your best." 

Afterwards, the Mayor was thanked for her appeal 
by Major Lucas. He also thanked the Eastern Command 
Signals Regiment for their assistance in connection with 
the day. 

The programme carried out was of intense interest. 
It included demonstrations of training methods, and 
marching and P.T. display by recruits. The highlight 
of the day was an exhibition of trick riding by motor 
cyclists of the Royal Signals. 

The Regimental Museum proved a great attraction, 
as also did the barrack rooms and the general amenities 
available for the troops. 

The Drums and Band of The Buffs beat the Retreat 
and, in the evening, there was a very largely attended 
dance at the gymnasium. 

Sergeants' Mess. 
Having been pestered to a certain extent by certain 

ladies as to the reason for a visit to Brighton by the 
Mess, minus their company, let it be recorded that no 
top secrets were divulged and the function was, as far 
as can be ascertained, chiefly as an exercise for the 
East Kent 'Bus Company in a Pathfinder course, in 
order to discover the longes't way from Canterbury to 
that part of the coast and back. Lofty Shaw left his 
family with no clue except that he took along his form 
books for the dogs, while C/Sgt. Laker may or may not 
have had binoculars ; in his case again it may have been 
sandwiches which Lofty had taken the paper to wrap up. 

Last week in Canterbury a certain member of the 
socalled Bachelor Club of 12 I.T.C., R.Q.M.S. I believe, 
was on a duty call to Canterbury along with who he " 
described as his Chief Clerk. Just what the said duty 
was could not be discovered, but the Chief Clerk was as 
the French would say "Pettite" and "Chic" and as 
far as I could make out certainly fair company even for 
business reasons. 
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Hoppy, our onetime Pioneer, is back with unit 
again, this time on the R.E. Staff, and we give him a 
vote of thanks for the work he is already managing to 
do for us in his spare time. 

Some time back I mentioned that the extended leave 
of "Sherrif" was suspicious, so belatedly we wish him 
the best of happiness in his new venture, that of 
marriage. Let's hope he finds that women are like he 
said in single days, "Just like bronchos, need under
standing". 

So far this has been mostly scandal which none should 
take seriously, but with so little doing something has to 
be relied on to let folks know we are still around. 

After the forthcoming dance we shall be back to 
normal and perhaps we shall have more to write about. 
Best wishes to all. 

Depot. 
September heralded the football season and the 

Depot, owing to the fact that the Band is on its strength 
(quite legitimately, I might inform those misguided 
souls who have of late been agitating that the Band is 
nothing to do with us), has been doing very well. With 
such stalwarts as Cpl. Williams, Bdsmn. Knox, Bailey, 
Hiatt and West from the Band, and Sgt. Fox and Pte. 
Jenner from the Depot, we have not lost a game yet. 
In the InterCompany League we won our first match 
against H.Q. Company by 5 goals to 1. In other friendly 
(socalled) matches we have scored eleven goals and had 

* one scored against us. 
The Depot has suffered the loss of its C.Q.M.S. C/Sgt. 

Doughy Baker has left to become a Bandmaster at the 
Royal Army School of Music at Kneller Hall. We wish 
him the best of luck in his new undertaking. We 
welcome, in his place, C/Sgt. Dighton, an old 1st Battalion 
Buff. We hope his stay here will be a long and happy 
one. C.S.M. Faulkner has returned to the Depot and 
has been seen through the windows of the Depot 
Sergeants' Mess with an empty chessboard in front of 
hini and a "Doughy, where art thou ?" expression. 

The hockey season has started, and the Band com
menced by beating Command Signals by 2 goals to nil. 
Tfie Signals attempted to put our team off by including 
an A.T.S. girl in their side, but our lads proved them
selves above such things. x 

Lieut. Keown handed over the Administration of the 
Depot to Lieut. Dawson, and then disappeared on a 
prerelease course. The speed with which this was done 
is only comparable to Mr. Mould's moving into the 
O.C.'s office to get something signed. 

As was mentioned in last month's notes, Sgt. Fox 
has been looking for a Dragon and I'm pleased to say 
he's found it. The old Dragon which was cut out of the 
hill above the Chaucer Bullet Bank is being revived. 
After having been covered up during the war for obvious 
security reasons, it is now being uncovered. So far the 
head and legs have been found but the wings and body 
seem to have suffered some damage. Let us hope that 
this may soon be rectified so that once again the Buffs 
Dragon will present the landmark it did in earlier days. 

H.Q. Company. 
Chief news this month is from the football pitch. 

This news may be as doubtful as the prowess of some 
of the players. We can safely say that we have won a 
fair number of matches but like many others, we have 
lost some. To our credit are overwhelming victories 
over No. 1 Company and Eastern Command Signals, 

while on the other side, defeats by Depot Company and 
29 Company, R.A.P.C. Sgt. Barnett, Ptes. Veale, Jenner, 
Entwistle and Baker are to be congratulated on their 
achievements in the team. 

The month has been marked by the arrival of a number 
of new members to the Company: to these we extend 
a warm welcome and hope they enjoy their stay with 
us. Since our nominal roll has changed, it really looks 
as if Mr. Palmer is going to have a permanent assistant. 
We hope this is so Mr. Palmer : we all realise what you 
do, especially when the time arrives to draw that long 
anticipated 48hour pass. While mentioning the 
Administrative staff, the absenofe of both C.S.M. 
Champion and C.Q.M.S. Maxwell invites comment. 
The former is on leave as an anxious and expectant 
father, while the ColourSergeant we have just learned 
has recently undergone a serious operation, and is now 
on the way to recovery. 

While on a new collecting tour last week, the writer 
called at the telephone exchange to verify a claim by 
Pte. Bigg that since he joined the switchboard staff 
the "hideout" has acquired a scrubbed and polished 
appearance. The claim was not verified, nor disproved, 
since the doors were found to be barred and admittance 
denied to all excepting the initiated. 

Demobilisation day for Age and Service Group 59 
saw the departure of L/Cpl. Sanford and Pte. Parsons. 
We wish them the best of luck in Civvy Street. Another 
member of the Company shortly to be released is Pte. 
Kjolsen : he is preparing for a civilian occupation 
seriously by taking an Educational Course in Photo
graphy. It is hoped that he will derive benefit from the 
course ; we somehow feel he is bound to. 

STOP PRESS.—Just before going to press we learn 
that C.S.M. Champion has become the proud and happy 
father of a second heavyweight son and as he has also 
acquired a Springer spaniel puppy, his "litter" may be 
said to be full. 

No. 1 Company. 
Since our last notes things have been fairly quiet in 

St. Martin's Company, the only big item was the "At 
Home", when the whole, of our Confpany Barrack 
Rooms and Offices, etc., were open for inspection to the 
civilian world. The weather was not too good, it having 
rained in the morning, but luckily it kept fine for the 
afternoon. The "At Home" started at 2 p.m., and was 
opened by a speech given by the Mayor of Canterbury, 
after which our Company Commander answered with a 
short address of welcome to the visitors, numbering about 
300. There was a drill display by the N.C.O.s and men 
of the Permanent Staff, which went off very well. This 
was followed by a trick motor cycle display given by 
the Eastern Command Signals. 

Owing to the ground being wet—it rained in the 
morning—the cyclists had to be very careful, but it 
went without a hitch. Then there was a P.T. display 
given by the P.T. Staff and N.C.O.s, among them being 
our gallant C.S.M. (we are surprised at you Sergeant
Major—at your age), but it was a very good show. 

Tea was supplied by the N.A.A.F.I., and the Band 
played while the tea was served ;» after which the Band 
and Drums beat Retreat and brought the day to a 
close. In the evening there was an All Ranks Dance 
in the Gymnasium. Again this was a great success. 

Football has started again, and we are having a few 
trial games in which to pick a Company team. Up to 
date we are not doing too badly, and by the time the 
injtercompany games start we should have a fair team. 
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Over 1,000 mechanics attend the Ford Facilities 

School every year to take practical courses in repairs 

and maintenance. They come from Ford Dealers 
all over Britain. They go back—if they pass a stiff 

examination—with a diploma; fully qualified to 

serve you. These Dagenhamtrained mechanics are 

just one feature of the Ford Facilities for unequalled 

maintenance—a service that includes spare parts 

and repairs at fixed and very reasonable prices— 

prices which are in print for every Ford owner to 

check, if he wishes, before work is put in hand. 

PREFECT 10 h.p.  ANGLIA 8 h.p. 

C O N S T A N T  I N  P E R F O R M A N C E  
6Y APPOINTMENT 
MOTOR VEHICLE 
MANUFACTURERS F O R D  M O T O R  C O M P A N Y  L I M I T E D ,  D A G E N H A M  

A NASTY 
coUCH 

It's Time You Took Some 
V E N D S !  

A nasty cough can pull you down* 
It's time you took some VENO'S
You will quickly feel better as 
VENO'S relieves  those coughing 
attacks, soothes the soreness in the 
chest and ends that tickling in the 
throat. If you cough badly at 
night, take a dose when you go to 
bed. VENO'S is really splendid 
for COUGHS, "CHESTY" COLDS, 
BRONCHITIS, HOARSENESS, . 
and NIGHT COUGHS. 1 

VENQI 
PRICE 

1'4 
PER 

BOTTLE 

VENO'S Lightning 
COUGH MIXTURE 

The FAMILY standby 
for over 50 years 
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BEECHAM'S PILLS 
Make them your 

Golden Rule of Health 
Obtainable everywhere 

END DRY SCALP 

on your tunic. 

See what a mess Dry Scalp 
can make of your hair! It 
takes out all the life and 
gloss, and makes it hard to 
comb. It won't stay in place. 
Bits of loose dandruff show, 
mostly at the parting. And, 
even worse, there's dandruff 

and see the 
difference! 

Now see the difference when 
you end Dry Scalp with 
'Vaseline' Brand HairTonic. 
Hair is easy to comb and 
looks well dressed. Dandruff 
disappears. Simply massage 
gently with 'Vaseline' Hair 
Tonic every morning. A 
little goes a long way. 

Vaseline" HAIR TONIC 
The Dressing that Ends Dry Scalp 

ASX FOR IT AT YOUR NAAFI—2/71 A BOTTLE 
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It was heard that a certain, old soldier ifeas going to play 
in goal for hS. Well, we will have to wait and see, 
perhaps our skipper has had a word with him; 

We say cheerio to Nosher Brown, who has just left 
us for Civvy Street, and we all wish him the very best 
of luck; 

No. ICoifipanyi 
Very little has happened to make this month out

standing, either socially, on field of battle, or in the 
field of Sport; 

Most of the officers and many N.C.O.s have been 
enjoying their hardearned leaves ; in fact the Company 
Commander is the only officer who has been with us 
throughout the'month. He, too, has had his troubles, 
and we hear that he finds it harder to keep his young 
puppies in order than his Company. 

The Company's lines were thrown open to the public 
on the occasion of the Buffs "At Home". The Colour
Sergeant, however, took care to see that his stores were 

' not included. 
Among those present at the Dance in the New 

Gymnasium in the evening were Sgt. Knight in the 
capacity of Chief Chucker Out, and Cpl. Pilkington— 
well, we won't say what he was doing. 

Sgt. Knight has become our Company Sergeant
Major until C.S.M. Gosby returns from his Educational 
Course, and although deeply immersed in his new job, 
still has time to grumble about the morning he spent* 
deeply immersed in a bog, demonstrating the use of 
good camouflage. 

Home Counties Brigade T.C. 
Since our last Dragon notes a complete reorganisation 

has taken place in the training side in the B.T.C. Where 
before each Regiment had its separate Training Company, 
under the new system two regiments are linked into one 
company. We have been fortunate in being linked with 
the Royal Fusiliers, a regiment with whom we have 
had the closest association throughput our respective 
histories,, both in war and in peace. The training staff 
is representative of both regiments and although the 
training of the recruits is collective, they maintain their 
regimental distinctions and differences, and the regi
mental spirit and history of both regiments is kept 
separate and is fostered with every endeavour. It is, 
of course, too early to make any conclusions on the 
results of this collective training, but as far as we have 
gone it appears to be entirely successful. Major Lewis 
has left the Training Company, it being ruled that a 
Royal Fusilier would command and* a Buff be secondin
command, and has taken over command of No. 2 T. 
and H. Company. He has taken several of the Buff 
N.C.O.s with him who rendered great service during 
their Stay with the old Buffs Training Company. Captain 
Iliff and C.S.M. O'Keefe, M.M?r have remained to 
represent The Buffs on the new H.Q. staff. C.S.M. 
O'Keefe is to be doubly congratulated, firstly on his 
being awarded a Certificate of Merit and secondly on 
his recent marriage in Canterbury. All old Buffs will 

 join us in wishing him the very best of everything good 
in his future life. 

Latgely in order to maintain the separate regimental 
spirit of both regiments, we have recently opened a 
"Quiet Room" in the Company lines which is devoted 
to the Regimental Histories of The Buffs and Royal 
Fusiliers, where many paintings and weapons of 
historical interest have been placed and "hung. The room, 

brigifchlly a father dilapidated bartick Irobih, ha!st>e&h 
trahsfotmed by several coats of rpairit, distemper 
whitewash, and a considerable amount of hard work 
by the men concerned. Comfortable chairs and tables 
have  been  ins t a l l ed  and  the  room has  now ave iy  
pleasant atmosphere. At one end of the room is a latge 
map with all the Battle Honours of the Regiment 
marked on it and trophies from many campaigns adorn 
the walls. Any Buffs visiting the B.T.C. will find a visit 
to this room well worthwhile. All Regimental History 
is taught and instilled into the men in this room and 
it is found that with definite objects„of interest relating 
to the various periods far better results are achieved. 

It was/thrown *open to the public on the " At Home" 
which was given in late September and turned out to be 
one Of the main features Of the day. 

The football season has just opened up and "B" 
* Company plays its first match on 9th October, So at 
present little comment on the sporiing Side of otir Hie 
here is possible. In our next notes a more generous 
"Write dp" will be accorded. 

"At Home." 
'J'HE Home Counties Brigade Training Centre at 

Shorncliffe Camp were recently "At Home" to the 
public. Over three thousand people accepted tike 
invitation to see something of life in the modern Army. 

In addition to a series of displays on the square at 
Moore Barracks, there were many other attractions for 
visitors, including Inspection of barrack rooms, M.T. 
garages and workshops, demonstrations of cookery, 
infantry weapons and a display by the Royal Army 
Education Corps. There was also a tea dance at Moore 
Gymnasium. 

Amongst the visitors were the Mayor and Mayoress 
of Folkestone (Alderman and Mrs. H. Hughes), the 
Town Clerk (Mr. C. F. Nicholson) and Mrs. Nicholson. 

The displays had a special appeal for large numbers 
of children. In fact so large was the number of very 
young children that a special pram park, in charge of a 
regimental policeman, was provided. ' . 

In these days of shortages anything to do with food 
has an appeal all of its own, and the display of an almost 
infinite variety of good things to eat by No. 3 Cookery 
Instructional Centre must certainly have been an eye 
opener to the many housewives who gazed wistfully at 
the quantity and the variety of fare provided. 

Alongside tables loaded with every imaginable dish, 
each a tribute to the skill of the Army cook who had 
prepared it, was a soldier's food ration for a day,/and 
one COUid not help feeling that theinstructor arid their 
pupils were capable of performing miracles of cooking. 
Tee cream was on sale. 

On the square beneath the colours of the various 
regiments represented at the Brigade Training Oeritre 
was an eidiibition of regimental silver guarded by two 
Rriyal Frisilfers dressed in the scarlet and blue pre1914 
uniforms complete with busbies. 

In addition there were several N.C.O.s from the 
Buffs and the Royal Fusiliers attired in the colourful 
uniforms of the pre1914 era. 

Physical training displays ivere given by the F,T. 
Staff arid "A" Company, A.T!S., and there was a drill 
display by a potential N.G.O. cadre. w 

Unit and the Home Counties District fife; fighting 
teams demonstrated the right arid the WtOng methbds of 
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dealing with an outbreak of fire, and there was an 
interesting demonstration of bugle. calls by buglers of 
the Training Centre. 

The final item on the programme was the beating of 
the Retreat by the Band of the 2nd Battalion, The 
Bufis, and the Corps of Drums of the Home Counties 
Brigade Training Centre. 

No. 2 (Drafting) Company. 
As a start let me first humbly apologise for the lapse 

in our notes to The Dragon. But I shall waste no more 
time, or precious space, and let you know what is 
happening here at Shorncliffe. 

This month has seen the commencement of Training 
in the Company. Six periods a day, covering Sten, 20 

Mortar, PI AT, a period or two of Education and, last 
but not least, P.T. Of course, we enjoy an afternoon of 
games, either basket ball or football. I will not say too 
much about the latter, for I regret to say that our efforts 
in the game have not been too successful. Our last game 
against the Queen's Royal Regiment was lost by nine 
goals to nil, but we live in hope of better times to come. 
Apart from training and games they seem to be able to 
fit a day of fatigues in here and there. 

This week we have had our numbers rather reduced 
asa result of the formation of several new drafts. In 
fact the Buffs Platoon can now boast the grand total of 
six men plus two corporals, two employed, and one, 
Cpl. "Tojo" Lewin, suffering from a broken ankle, a 
result of the abovementioned football match, one 
L/Cpl. (that's me) and, of course, Sgt. Homewood. 

However, we don't seem to see much of him these 
days, for the Sergeants, now we are training, are dis
tributed over the Company where needed. 

The next week should see an intake to the Company 
from the Training Companies to swell our ranks. £he 
situation over there seems rather difficult, as with! only 
six weeks' Corps training behind them it leaves us a 
lot to catch up before they are in a condition to be sent 
overseas, and the longer we have them to lick them into 
shape, the better we like it. I say we, for they seem to 
have left me out of the last draft, so at present I am 
waiting and hoping. 

Sgt. Paddy Butler has just enjoyed a muchearned 
leave in (the Land of Murphies) Ireland, and returned 
extra fit, still shouting and drafting. On the day of his 
return a film entitled The Return of the Gorilla was 
showing in the barracks. We thought this rather 

. appropriate. Of course, I cannot miss Cpl. Paddy Lee, 
who took over the duties of Company Orderly Corporal 
from Cpl. "Tojo" Lewin. He also has returned from a 
wellearned rest, spent in the Emerald Isle. He is still 
moaning about being downgraded from A.l to B.l 
and taken off a draft to the 2nd Battalion. Of course, 
Pte. Roulfe (Shela) is still hanging round Company 
lines waiting for something to turn up. 

Now here is a note to all members of "The Buckshee 
~ Club", commonly known as the East Cliff. Well, boys, 

the dances are still running strong, and admission is 
still free, so far. 

Before, we close we must say'farewell to C.S.M. 
Chapman (known to the boys as Georgeo, although 
unknown to himself, we think) and to Captain "Squire" 
Pickard, both who have been fathers to the Company. 

Major Lewis, of The Buffs, has replaced Captain 
Pickard and C.S.M. Scruby (Royal Fusiliers) has stepped 
into our George's place. 

4th Battalion. 
OITY^P'CX TTHE battalion was reC 

Jr ^ * formed on the 1st March, 
1947, and recruiting opened 
on the 1 st May. The layout ? 
of the battalion is much the~ 
same as that of prewar days * 
with the exception that now^ 
an extra company, Support 
Company, has been added 
to the war establishment. 
Battalion Headquarters is 
situated at the Drill Hall, 
Canterbury, and H.Q. Com
pany is housed in the same 
building with the Signal 
Platoon at Chartham and 

the M.T. Section at Littlebourne. "A" Com
pany is at Ramsgate, with platoons at Margate 
and Sandwich, and "B" Company has its 
Headquarters at Sittingbourne, with platoons 
at Whitstable and HerneBay. "D" Company 
is now concentrated into one town, Folkestone, 
and no longer has a platoon at Dover owing to 
the very limited drill hall accommodation there^ 
Support Company Headquarters together with 
the Mortar and Carrier Platoons is situated at 
Ashford, and its outlying platoons are at 
Tenterden (Pioneers) and Cranbrook (Anti
Tank). "C" Company (the old Weald Com
pany, now replaced by Support) has not yet 
been reformed. 

Lieut.Colonel G. E. F. Oliver commands the 
battalion with Geoffrey Cox as his Adjutant 
and the great Tom Burt as his Quartermaster. 
The R.S.M. is R.S.M. Smith, who will be 
remembered by many as R.S.M. of the 1st 
Battalion. Other members of the permanent 
staff include C.S.M.s Johnson and Excell, 
Sgts. Olver and Hall, Ptes. Rowe, Peck and 
Essex. Our two civilian clerks are Messrs. 
Harwood and Mattocks, both old Buffs and 
wellknown to prewar Territorials In 
addition we have two "young Buffs'' among the 
P.S.I.s, C.S.M. Tidy at Folkestone and Sgt. 
Moore at Cranbrook. 

Training has now commenced in all com
panies, and on 13th14th September we held a 
most successfuT weekend camp at Swingate, 
near Dover. That the camp was such a success 
was largely due to the hard work put in by the 
Quartermaster and his staff and the valuable 
outside assistance given by Major Andrews?, 
Home Counties Brigade Training Centre and 
No. 3 P.T.C. Sunday the 14th was devoted to 
firing the Rifle Qualification Course on Lydden 
Spout Range and the standard of shooting was 
generally high. 
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The Division (44 Home Counties Infantry 

Division) held a study weekend at Lydd from 
3rd5th October which was attended by 
approximately 225 officers. The battalion was 
represented by the C.O., Adjutant,v Q.M., 
Majors Hews and Proctor, Captains Tilleard 
and Butcher and Lieuts. Neville, Price and 
Hopton. A most interesting and instructive 
programme was carried out and among the 
lecturers were the Army Commander, the 
Director of Military Operations and the Divi
sional Commander. In addition to a number 
of lectures, we were shewn a film entitled 
The Infantry Man and a most impressive display 
of modern equipment with which the division 
is to be equipped. 

Recruiting is progressing satisfactorily and 
a number of familiar figures have rejoined. 
Among these are Rodney Hews (O.C. H.Q. 
Company), who has Fred Gurney as his 2 i/c, 
Gerald Proctor (O.C, "B" Company) with 
Reggie Gore as one of his platoon commanders. 
Bill Taylor (O.C. "A" Company) with John 
Tilleard as his 2 i/c, and Don. Butcher (O.C. 
"S" Company). Other wellknown characters 
include Messrs. Martin, Bell, Williams, Fuller, 
/Abbott, Smith, Babbage, Kemp, Pearce, 
Greenaway, Morford and Avery. ' 

The immediate recruiting plan of the T.A. is 
based on raising a badre of key personnel 
who Will be able to train and administer the 
National Service Men when they join the T.A. 
on. the 1st January, 1950. The type of volunteer 
required is the warexperienced officer, warrant 
officer, and noncommissioned officer who will 
be the instructors of the National Service men 
when they join, and a number of key soldiers 
to fill the appointments where really experienced 
men are required. The basis of recruiting is 
quality before quantity. 

Anyone interested in joining the battalion 
can find out full particulars from the following 
addresses :— 

BATTALION H.Q.—The Drill Hall, S.. Peter's 
Lane, Canterbury (Tel. No. Canterbury 3840). 
Monday to Friday between 9 a.m.—12.30 p.m. 
and 2 p.m.—4.30 p.m. Saturdays 9 a.m.— 
12.30 p.m. Evenings Monday and Wednesday 
between 7 p.m.—9 p.m. 

"A" COMPANY H.Q—The Drill Hall Will
son's Road, Ramsgate (Tel. No. Ramsgate 645). 
Monday to Friday between 9 a.m.—12.30 p.m. 
and 2 p.m.—4.30 p.m. Evenings Monday and 
Wednesday between 7 p.m.—9 p.m. 

"B" COMPANY H.Q.—The Drill Hall, East 
Street, Sittingbourne, (Tel. No. Sittingbourne 
720). Monday to Friday between 9 a.m.— 
12.30 p.m. and 2 p.m.—4.30 p.m. Saturdays 
9 a.m.—12.30 p.m. Wednesday evening^ bet
ween 7"p.m. and 9 p.m. 

"B" COMPANY 12 PLATOON VH.Q.—The Drill 
Hall, Williams Street, Heme Bay. Thursday 
evenings between 7 p.m.—9 p.m., 

" D'' COMPANY H.Q. —The Drill Hall; Shellons 
Street, Folkestone (Tel. No. Folkestone 3044). 
Monday to Friday between 9 a.m.—12.30 p.m. 
and 2 p.m.—4.30 p.m. Saturdays 9 a.m,— 
12.30 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday evenings 
between 7 p.m.—9 p.m. 

SUPPORT COMPANY H.Q.—The Drill Hall, 
New Town Road, Ashford (Tel. No. Ashford 
751). Monday to Friday between 9 a.m.— 
12.30 p.m. and 2 p.m.—4.30 p.m. Saturdays 
9 a.m.—12.30 p.m. Tuesday arid Thursday 
evenings between 7 p.m.—9 p.m. . 

ANTITANK PLATOON H.Q.—The Drill Hall/ 
Cranbrpok (Tel. No. Cranbrook 3102). Monday 
to Friday between 9 a.m.—12.30 p.m. arid 
2 ' p.m.—4.30 p*m. Saturdays 9 a.m.— 
12.30 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday evenings 
between 7 p.m.—9 p.m. 

SIGNAL PLATOON H.Q. COMPANY.—The Kent 
Territorial Association Hutments, Chartham 

 .Mills'  .Charthain. Monday evenings, 7 p.m.— 
9/P.m. 

Administrative Platoon. \ 
The Administrative Platoon of the T.A. Battalion is 

as yet a small one with a total strength of seven only. 
They are :— 

Quartermaster : Major (Q.M.) T. Burt, M.B.E. 
Storeman: Pte. C. Rowe (Ex "S" Company, 

1st Battalion) . 
Storeman: Pte. W\ Nash (Ex "S" Company, 1st 

Battalion). 
Driver M.T.: Pte. S. Essex (Ex 1st Battalion), 
Driver M.T.: Pte. W. Brown (Ex 1st Battalion). 
Civilian Clerk : Mr. E. G. Harwood (Ex 5th Battalion). 

: Civilian Clerk : Mr. M. J. Mattocks (Ex 4thBattalion). 
Pte. Nash is just about to be posted away from us to 

No. 3 P.T.C., where he is to be employed as a policeman. 
Pte. Rowe will be remembered as a very fine long

distance runner whilst serving with the 1st Battalion in 
India and Burma before the last war. 

Mr. Harwood and Mr, Mattocks are very well known 
as prewar Territorials in the Canterbury Platoon* and 
have now rejoined as private soldiers in the 4th 
Battalion. / 

As they both held the rank of RiQ.M.S./ before de
mobilisation, they are very useful, members, (of;. the 
Administrative Platoon. Mr. Harwood has already been 
appointed ActingR.Q.M.S. in the new 4th Battalion. 
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We were put to the test recently at.a. Weekend Camp 
that the Battalion held on 13th and 14th September at 
Swingate, near Dover, but judging from the complin 
mentary remarks showered upon us by all, we feel that 
it was well worth the hard work we put in. 

Regular assistance was readily forthcoming from 
3 P.T.C. and the Home Counties I.T.C., for which we 
were very thankful. 

The Quartermaster attended the Officers' Weekend 
Camp at Lydd on 4th and 5th October, and if all our 
reports are correct, we feel sure he had a good time. 

We would welcome a full report of the Night Exercise 
laid on by Major Proctor and the Adjutant on Saturday 
night, 4th October. 

Nearly all the 4th Battalion officers attended, but up 
to date' we have not a full report, excepting that the 
R.V. was the Queen's Hotel, Hastings. 

Our chief duty since the reforming of the Battalion 
haa been to take over from the Cadets the .thirteen 
drill halls allocated to the Unit throughout East Kent. 

We have also been busy drawing up the necessary 
stores to allow the Battalion to train. 

Pte. Essex has worked very hard indeed with the 
M.T. He hag had to draw up vehicles from the V.R.D. . 
and maintain them ; as he is the only Permanent 
Staff Driver allowed on the establishment, he has had 
plenty to do. ^ 

Pte. Brown is also a very good member of the staff 
and is at present on a wellearned leave. He keeps his 
vehicle in perfect condition, and it is looked upon with 
admiration by the citizens of Canterbury, especially 
the ladies, and we think "Blower" has a motive. 

We notice several very Old Soldiers have called upon 
the Quartermaster recently. After a short talk with 
them, they disappear for twenty minutes of so and 
return smacking their lips. 

The visitors up to date include the following — 
Colonel D. J. Dean. S 
Major (Q.M.) F. G. Verlander. 
Lieut.Colonel G. F. Connolly. 
Lieut:Colonel J. G. Atkinson. 
Major Charles VanAmmel. 
Captain George Gillet (onetime Sergeant, "S" Com

pany, 1st Battalion). 
Sgt. Blake (onetime "Waxy", 1st Battalion, now 

Army Recruiter at Ashford). 
Mich Mullen (Signal Sergeant, 1st BattaJipn). 
Dick Blackwell (ExR.S.M. and Weapon Training 

Officer, 5th Battalion). 
Cpl. Victor Redhead (Ex 5th Battalion). 
Pte. Kinch (Ex 5th Battalion water cart driver, now 

with the East Kent Road Car Co.). 
We close these notes with best wishes to all Admin. 

Platoons, especially to those of the old 4th and 5th 
Battalions, and trust that if they are ever in Canterbury 
they will look us up. * 

H.Q. Company. 
At last! For the first time since the reforming of 

pie old 4th Battalion, The* Buffs (T.A.), H.Q. Company 
is back in the news. First we must send out a hearty 
welcome to all the old and new chaps of H.Q. Company. 
So hello, Ted Harwood, Dingers Bell, G. Bainbridge, 
R. Baker, D. Brazier, George Fuller, P. James, Lofty 
ICemp, Malcolm Mattocks, Danny Martin, A. Martin, 
L. Morgan apd, last but not least, Happy Williams. 

Congratulations to Sgt. Olyer* our P»S.I.,. pn Ipeing 
presented with his M.M,—everything eventually comes 
to those who wait. Congratulations also to Ted Harwood 
on being made up to R.Q.M.S. Well done, Ted. 

At the moment it is a toSsup to see if H.Q. Company 
moves over to Aylesham or Aylesham comes over to $ 
us, but again we shall just haye to wait as War Office is 
still not sure what to call the new formation squads. 
Which is it to be ? Rifle Squads or Stint Squads ? It is 
even rumoured that the new Minister of War transferred ^ 
his job just to keep his. eye on the Aylesham detachment. 

On Mondays and Wednesdays the civil population 
seem to think that the Canterbury Drill Hall is a local 
car park, but don't let that fool "you, that's just our drill 
nights. ' Applications for bicycles are pouring in to deal 
with the situation likely to arise when the "basic" 
stops. If the Q.M., Major T. Burt, cannot get a special 
train from the Southern Railway for our next camp, 
it is said that we shall all be issued with vehicles, two
wheeled bicycles push (with outfits repair). 

The Company did very well on the Weekend Camp 
Shoot. Happy Williams being first in H.Q. Company 
with a very nice score of 111 out of a possible 130. 
Well done, Happy ; better luck next time, Dingers ^nd 
Danny. 

Our Company Commander, Major G. R. D. Hevrs, 
thought that we would be left with quite an amount of 
beer on our hands that might go bad, but true tp forin 
Big Dan Martin very seen got rid of that with the 
very able help of Ted (Butterfly) Harwood/ while the 
Q.M.'s right hand man slowly drank the ginger pop: 
Well done, Malcolm. 

In the near future we hope to hold a Guest Night 
and would like the whole Company to attend in order * 
that we shall be able to select a committee to manage 
our canteen. , 

UA" Company. 
(RAMSGATE, MARGATE, SANDWICH.) 

Now that the time has come once more to write notes 
for "A". Company of our reformed Battalion, we can 
only give a brief resume of the work of this Company 
up to date. 

Our P.S.I., C.S.M. Excell, having firmly established 
, himself, and having had a week's holiday in London, 

came back to muster the entire Company on parade, 
which at the moment consists of Captain J. Tilleard, 
Lieut. W. J. Price, Ptes. Gabriel, Avery, Pearce and 
Greenaway. Major N. G. H. Taylor is at the moment in 
America on business—the business being presumably 
to recruit G.I.s, but only in Quality, not Quantity. 
Lieut. F. G. Neville is also away at the moment. 

We all had a very pleasant weekend at Swingate on 
13/14th September, and the shooting was amazingly 
good considering the lack of practice, and many old 
faces were to be seen again. 

At the present "A" Company are practicing their 
shooting on the MiniaturP Range and in the near future > 
hope to challenge any other company. 

<4B" Company. 
Starting up again, we have with us Gerald Proctor as 

Company Commander at Sittingbourne, who rides over 
in his ancient chariot from East Mailing, and Reggie 
.Gore as Platoon Commander at Herne Bay. Sgt. Hall 
is our P.S.I. 

Continued on p. vi. 



IE modern trend in jewellery is to place the emphasis 
on adornment rather than ostentation. A fine example 
is shown in the gold and diamond ear clip and neck 
ornament illustrated. 

THE GOLDSMITHS & 
SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD 

- 112 REGENT STREET 
LONDON, W.l 

ONLY ONE ADDRESS . TELEPHONE: REGENT 3021 
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CIVIL & MILITARY TAILORS 
COMPLETE OUTFITTERS 

TELEPHONE 
2566 CLOTHES WHICH BEAR THE 

AUTHORITATIVE STAMP OF 
QUALITY IN EVERY DETAIL 

CUT & MADE ON THE PREMISES 

WARRENS (CANTERBURY) LTD. 

14/16 SUN STREET CANTERBURY 

"B" Coy. 4th Buffs—continued from p. 262. 
The Company mustered a 100% attendance at the 

Weekend Camp and Carter excelled himself by getting 
the highest score in the Battalion, only five short of a 
possible. Joyce also demonstrated that he was not 
merely an adept master of cookery pots, but also a skilled 
hand with the musket. With two such experts we feel 
that it won't be long before we shall be able to form a 
rifle club to challenge all comers. 

The canteen should be open soon and we hope that 
exmembers of the 4th and 5th will pay us a visit any 
Wednesday night, even if they do not intend to rejoin. 

"D" Company. 
All the lot of us (four) and the P.S.I, arrived safely at 

Swingate for the Weekend Camp held on 13th and 
14th September. Shortly after our arrival we had our 
first meal and to our astonishment it was actually 
brought to us and we didn't have to queue up. The 
helpings were good, but when the sergeant came over to 
our table and said, "Have you had enough ?" we 
naturally replied, "No !" So we had some more ! 

On the Sunday we went over to Lydden Spout (in 
lorries, not marching) to fire the first part of our course. 
It was a poor day from the weather point of view, the 
first rain for weeks, but it might have been worse. In 
spite of the climatic conditions, however, we all 
succeeded in passing. 

There are a few things that we should like to know 
about the Camp : 

What happened to the A.T.S. ? 
Where was the wireless in every hut, the hot water 

and the mirrors ? 
Who told us it was ham and eggs for breakfast ? 
That P.S.I, of ours certainly can spin a yarn. 
During the last six weeks we have been revising the 

various weapons and most of us have learnt quite a lot. 
In our midst we have two exP.o.W.s who while 

they were on the P.o.W. Camp vowed that they would 
never join two bits of string together after the conflict 
was over, which only goes to prove— 

"Old soldiers never die." 

"S" Company. 
This Company is fortunate in having as one of its 

Permanent Staff Instructors C.S.M. Johnson, a name 
known to all members of the old 5th Battalion. We also 

welcome back Cpl. Babbage, whose Sylphlike figure
can now be seen busily engaged on W.T. with the A/Tk. 
Platoon at Cranbrook, aided and abetted by Pte. McLeod, 
a newcomer to this Regiment, and both controlled by 
Sgt. Moore, their Instructor. 

We have recently completed a most successful weekA 
end camp at Swingate, near Dover. It proved a trifle 
damp, in more ways than one, but everyone enjoyed 
themselves thoroughly, and put up a very good show 
on the range. * 

Our new weapons and vehicles continue to arrive 
covered in grease, constituting a fair size in headaches 
for the P.S.I., who has only his dog to assist him in 
checking and cleaning, who, although undoubtedly 
willing, can only be classed as a very raw recruit. 

"C" Company 1/4 Battalion. 

IT is a long way back to August, 1914, to the 
Forsters' Hall and Sacketts Hill, to H.M.. 

Transport Dongola and our first impact with 
the "Shiny", but by 10 p.m. on October 10th, 
1947 we knew ourselves still to be a fine and 
considerable body of men. It may now be 
explained that we were a gathering of those of 
"C" Company, 1/4th Buffs, who had sailed in 
October, 1914, destined for India and ourJ 
further education. 

We met at Heme Bay at the invitation of 
Major R. E. Harbord, who, at the outbreak of 
the war before last, had commanded the old" 
"F" Company, which combined with the old 
"E" Company to make "C". It was a kind and 
happy thought of Major Harbord's and the 
response was excellent. Fiftyone we totalled, 
although that included five who, though 
welcome, did not in fact qualify. There were 
many' meetings of those who had not seen one 
another for a number of years and there was an 
insistent demand that this should be an annual 
event and for a revival of the annual Canterbury 
reunion of the battalion which had not taken 
place since "Dad" Keeler's. death. The last: 
was jn 1937. 

No official speeches were made beyond a 
vote of thanks to Major Harbord for his generous 
hospitality. This was proposed by Captain 
Whitfield, who had been a trembling subaltern 
in 1914. It was supported by Mr. Knott, the: 
Hon. Secretary of the Ramsgate Branch of the 
Past and Present Association, and Mr. Russell 
of Sittingbourne was himself thanked for his* 
hard work in "bringing down some twentyfive 
from Sittingbourne. Several others spoke, some: 
of them simultaneously. £ 

We were glad to see Colonel B. S. Collar d„ 
who had brought Ted Hoare over, the oldest of 
the flock, whose Regimental Number was 162. 

Space and peace time restrictions prevent us 
from mentioning all the notabilities present, but 
room must be found for C.S.M. Sholl. 

Printed in Great Britain by Gibbs and Sons, Orange Street, Canterbury. 



THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment). 
i^lBNjgWb: Ineach 6t Hie four comers the UnitedRed and WhiteRose ensigndd^HtlTthe Imperial Crown. 

Veteri Frondescit Honore x 

"Blenheim," "Ramillies," 44 Oudenarde," 44 Malplaquet," 44 Dettingen," "Guadaloupe, 1759," "Douro, " 
"Tntewa," "Albahera," "Vittoria," 44 Pyrenees," "Nivelfe," "Nive," « Gfthes," "Toulouse," 
"Peninsula," "Punnlaf," 44Sevastopol,44 "Tafcu Porta,44 44 Sooth Africa, 1879,44 "Cliitral," "Relief Of 

Kimberley," 44 Paardeberg,44 "South Africa, 190002.44 

The Great Wat—16 Battalions.—** AJsue, 1914,44 44 Armentidres, 1914," 44 Ypres, 1915, 417,44 44 Gravenstafel, 
44 St. Julien," " Frezenberg," 44 Bcllewaarde," "Hooge, 1915," 44 Loos," 44 Somme, 1916, *18," 44 Albert, 1916, 
'18," 44 Bazentin," 44 Delville Wood," 44 Pozieres," 44 FlersCourcellette," "Morval," 44 Thiepval," 44 Le Transloy," 
"Ancle Heights," " Ancre, 1916, 'IS," " Arras, 1917," "Scarpe, 1917," "Messines, 1917," 44 Pilckem," 44 Pass
chendaele," "Cambrai, 1917, '18," 44 St. Quentin," 44 Avre," 44 Amiens," 44 Bapaume, 1918," 44 Hindenburg Tine,'' 
44Rp6hy," 44St. Quentin Canal," 44Selle," 44Sambre," /'France and Flanders, 191418," 44Struma," "Doiran, 
1918," 44Macedonia, 191518," 44Gaza," V Jerusalem," "Tell 'Asur," 44Palestine, 191718," "Aden," .44 Tigris. 
1916," 44 KutalAmara, 1917,"  Baghdad," 44 Mesopotamia, 191518." 

Agents—Lloyds Bank, Ltd., Cox's & King's Branch. Regimental Journal The Dragon ", Canterbury. 

Regimental Association—The Past andPresent Association, The Buffs,'Canterbury. 7 

Allied Regiment of The Canadian Army. 
The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada. 

Colonel ... ... ... MajorGeneral Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C., ret. pay, p.s.c. 
Officer Comdg. 3 P.T.C. Canterbury—ht.Col.F. W. B. Parry. 

„ „ Depot The Canterbury—Major R. W. Edmeades. 

Regularand 'Militia Battalions. 
Uniform—Scarlet. Facings—Buff. 

Cadre Aft Battalion (3rd Foot)j—Canterbury. 2nd Battalion 13rd Foot)—S.p.A.L.F. 
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3rd Battalion (East Kent Militia)—Canterbury 

Territorial Army Battalions. 
4th Battalion (Canterbury). Hon. Colonel ... Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D. 
5th Battalion (In abeyance). Hon. Colonel ... Col. R. B. Burns, T.D., D.L. 

Name 

Rice, N. D. ... 
Mali, E. F, M.C. ... 
Boucher, V., C.B.E.... 

Unit or Appointment 
LIEUTENANTCOLONELS. 

... T/Brig., Staff, Overseas. 

... T/Col., Staff, Overseas. 

... T/Brig., War Office. 

Rose, A. J. D., OJB.E. ... 
King, J. E., D.S.O.... 

.Knocker, H. S. 
Coates, D. C. 
Airy, E. A. ... 
Bruce, E. P. C. 
Nicholson, J. G. 
LyndenBell, P. T. G. ... 
Dewar, M. P. D., M%B.E. ... 
Parry, F. W. B. 
Spear, T. H., O.B.E. 
Parry, R. F;, M.C. ... 
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O. ... 
Williams, H. P. ... 
Connolly, J. F., D.S.O. 
Craig, B. H. ... ... 
Reeves, N. R. 
Tuff, C. R 
Jelf, A. G. ...  " 
Craddock, R. W., D.S.O., 

M.B.E. ... 
Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E. 
Grace, H. R.... ... ' 
Scott, E.S.,M£.E. 
Harris St. John, B. J. 
Lewis, P. J. ... 
Bailey, N. T. ... 
Edlmann. E. L» C., M.C. ... 
Edmeades, R. W. ... ... 

Rawlings, A. C. 
Horley, B. M. 
Ravenhill, R. A. C. 
Plumptre, P. B., M. 
Samuelson, J. P. W. 
Dendy, R. H. 
Lucas, J. P. ... 
Norris, N. F. H. C. 
Majendie, A. E.. 
Harbord, K. P. G. 
Blaxland, W. G» 

.B.E. . 

.. M.C. 

MAJORS. 
T/Col., Staff, Overseas. 
T/Lt.Col., Staff, U.K. 
T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas, 
Polish Resettlement Corps. 
T/Lt.Col., Staff, U.K. 
T/Lt.Col„ 2nd Bn. 
T/Col., Staff U.K. 
2nd Bn. 
T/Lt.Col., H.C. Bde., T.C. 
T/Lt.Col., 3 P.T.C. 
T/Brig., British Mil. Mission, Brussels. 
T/Ll.Col., War Office. 
T/Lt.Col„ 4th Bn. 
T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas. 
T/Lt.Col., 163 O.C.T.U. 
2nd Bn. 
T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas. 
T/Lt.Col., War Office. 
Staff, Overseas. 

T/Lt.Col., War Office. 
T/Lt.Col., Staff, U.K. 
Staff, Overseas. 
T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas. 
2nd Bn. 
H.C. Bde., T.C. 
2ndBn. 
2ndBn. 
Depot. 

CAPTAINS. 
T/Maj., Staff, U.K. 
T/Maj., Staff, Overseas. 
T/Maj., Staff, U.K. 
T/Maj., 3 P.T.C. 
T/Lt.^Col;, Staff, UJK. . 
T/Maj., Staff, Overseas. T/Maj., 3 P.T.C. 
T/Maj., Staff, Overseas. 
T/Maj., 2nd Bn. 
Staff, U.K. 
T/Maj., 2nd Bn, 

Name 
Gay, A. W 
Bossom, C. 
Montgomery, D. 
Lmdley, P. A. N. ... 
Morgan, F. de R. ... 
Poulsen, N. D. 
Cox, E.G., M.C. ... 
Collins, H A. 
Critchley, L. P. 
McGrath, B., M.C. ... 
Critchton, R. F. 
Worts, J. B., M.C. ... 
Semmence, R. G. H. 
May, J.F. 
Court, D. N.... 
GordonWilson, N. F. 
Nash, J. P. ... 

ffrench Blake, M. A. O'B. 
Hadshar, R. G. 
Iliffe, R. O. ... 
Dunglinson, W. G. H. 
Barrett, D. P. R. ... 
McDonald, E. W. ... 
Marshall, F. ... 
Dent, J. E 
Dubois, G. E. 
HaTley, D. B. 
Peckhatn, A. D. ... 
Johnson, T. S. 
Thorneycroft, F. E.... 
Squire, a J^... 

Hamilton, C. M. *'.! 
Gatehouse, H. R. ... 

.;. 1/8/46 

... 5/12/45 

Unit or Appointment 
K.A.R. 
T/Maj., 2nd Bn. 
T/Maj., Staff, U.K. 
Staff, Overseas. 
T/Maj., 2nd Bn. 
Language Course, China. 
4th Bn. 
T/Maj., Staff, U.K. 
H.C. Bde., T.C. 
T/Maj., Staff, Overseas. ; 

Staff. Overseas. 

T/Maj., Staff, Overseas. 
Staff, Overseas. 

LIEUTENANTS. 
.. T/Capt., 3 P.T.C. 
.. T/Capt., War Office. 
.. H.C. Bde., T.C. 
.. T/Capt., B.A.O.R. 
.. 3 P.T.C. 

Howe, L. G. ... 
Phillips, L. M. 
Griffin, C. J.... 

Martin,M. J., M.B.E. 
Ricketts, G. A. 
Ransley, P. w., MB.E. 
Williams, T.. J. ... 

... .2nd Bn. 
Staff, Overseas. . 

... Staff, Overseas. 

... 2nd Bn. 

... 2nd43n. 

... 3 P.T.C. 

2ND Lieutenants. 

. . W.S./Lt., Basic O.C.T.U., U.K. " 

... W.S./Lt, Malaya. 
W:S./Lt. 

Quartermasters. 

... Maj. (Q.M.), H.C. Bde., T.C. . 
Maj. (Q.M.), 3 P.T.C. 
TJMaj., School of Chemical Warfare. 
T/Maj. (Q.M.), 2nd Bn. 



The Past and Present Association. 
Headquarters : DEPOT, THE BUFFS. 
Telephone : CANTERBURY 2513. 

?:vetary : MAJOR AT J. PEARETH. 

BRANCHES 
Branch 

1. 2nd Bn. The Buffs 
2. 4th Bn! The Buffs 
3. ASHFORD 

4. LONDON 

5. DOVER 

6. * WEALD 

7. MEDWAY 

8.S SITTINGBOURNE 

9. RAMSGATE 

10. MARGATE 

11. HYTHE # 

12. CANTERBURY 

(a) Heme Bay 
SubBranch 

13. FOLKESTONE 

14. SANDWICH 

15. DEAL 

10. FAVERSHAM . 

Chairman 
SecondinCommand 
SecondinCommand 
Mr. H. Barnes 

Lt.Col. J. R. P.Williams, 
M.B.E. 

Mr. M. Hart 

Col. E. B. Burns, T.D. 

Mr. F. C. Cox 

Col. P. J. Dean, V.C., 
T.D. 

Mr. E. H. Swendell 

Capt. J. Tilleard 

Captain D. V. Coote 

Mr. L. F. Parratt 

Mr. J. M. Miller 

Lt.Col. C. E. Wilson, 
M.B.E. 

Major H. Jackson 

Secretary 
R.S.M. 
R.S.M. 
Mr. W. Earl, 132_Osborne Rd., 

Willesborough, Ashford 
Mr. E. Gould,51a Lincolns Inn 

Fields, London, W.C.2 

Mr. C. Collins, " Haven 
Meadway, Minnis Lane, 

* Dover 
Capt. E. Boulding* Windyridge, 

Sandhurst; Hawkhurst 
Mr. A. J. Moorey, 21 Kitchener 

Avenue, Chatham; Kent 

Mr. R. H. J. Russell, 157 Short
lands Road, Sittingbourne 

Mr. B. E. Knott, 33 Brunswick 
Street, Ramsgate 

Mr. H. Ingram, 44 Selborne Rd., 
Margate 

Mr. J. E. Down, 15 Cobden Rd., 
Hythe 

Major A. J. Peareth, Depot, 
The Buffs, Canterbury 

Capt. H. F. Whitfield, Eddington 
House, Herne Bay 

Mr. T. Fordred, 49 Downs 
Road, Folkestone 

Mr. H. Thirst, 21 Laburnum 
Avenue, Sandwich 

Mr. W. F. Oram, 344 Middle 
Deal Road, Deal 

Capt. J. Green, Boughton House 
Nr. Faversham 

Meeting Dates and Places 

First Saturday in each month, 
Invicta Hotel, 7 p.m. 

Third Saturday in each month, 
Prince Alfred Restaurant, 
Tufton Street, Westminster, 
7.30 p.m; 

First Thursday in each month, 
" Eagle Hotel", London 
Road, Dover, 7.45 p.m. 

Last Saturday in each month, 
The Brickmakers' Arms, 
Wyles Street, Gillingham, 
7.30 p.m. 

Second Friday in each month, 
Drill Hall, East St., 7.30 p.m. &, 

Third Friday in each month, 
Freemason's Tavern; Rams
gate, 8 p.m. . 

First Wednesday in each month, g 
The George and 'Dragon, 
8 p.m. 

Last Saturday in each month, 
British Legion Hut, 7.30 p.m. 

First Friday in each month, 
Rhodaus Town, Canterbury, 
8 p.m. 

Second Tuesday in esach month* 
Druid's Head, High Street, 
8 p.m. 

Second Tuesday in each month. 
Drill Hall, ShellonsSt., 8 p.m. 

Quarterly, Ship Inn, 8 p.m. 

First Thursday in each month, 
The Ship Hotel, 7.30 p.m. 

CROUPS. 
(a) Dover, Folkestone, Hythe, Deal 
(b) Ramsgate, Sandwich, Margate 
(c) ' Canterbury,( Ashford, Weald 
(d) Medway, Sittingbourne, Faversham 

LADIES' GUILD. 
President: HON. MRS. P. G. SCARLETT 

Branch Chairman . Secretary 
London Mrs. D. E. Spinner Mrs. M. Lamb 
Dover Mrs. J. Crookenden, J.P. Mrs. J. Moyes 
Folkestone Mrs. R. G. Wood, J.P. Mrs. K. Mantell 
Deal Mrs. East Mrs. G. Maxted 
Medway . Mrs. KingHolt Mrs. M. Sellens 
Ashford Mrs. King Mrs. L. Hale 
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How to get "The Dragon" 
IpOR those wishing to receive the Paper direct through 

the post each month, the rates of subscriptions are : 
1 year, 8/. 6 months, 4/. 3 months, 2/. 

Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot the 
Buffs, Canterbury. 

W 

25 YEARS OF CATERING FOR 
CANTERBURY AND GARRISON 
We have seen the change from large families 

and large joints, 
To small families and smaller joints, 
To rationing and even smaller joints. 
We make it our constant endeavour to help 

you through the week, 
And guarantee your Sunday joint, large or 

small. 
:: FAMILY BUTCHER :: 

Sausage 
Our well 

Established 
Speciality 

F. R. BEANEY 
y Really 

(EXBUFF) 3 

22a MILITARY ROAD, Extensive 
CANTERBURY Refrigeration 

Telephone 2827 

J*l 
Telephone 2107 Established 1818 

GIBBS and SONS 
G E N E R A L  P R I N T E R S  

A L L  C L A S S E S  O F  
MILITARY PRINTING 
EXECUTED AT SHORT 

NOTICE 

BALANCE SHEETS POSTERS 
PROGRAMMES 

SPORTS FIXTURE CARDS 

PRINTERS OF THIS JOURNAL 

E S T I M A T E S  G I V E N  

HAWKES & Co., Ltd 
MILITARY TAILORS SINCE 1771 

Uniforms Made to Measure 

or for Immediate Wear 

at Competitive Prices 

Regimental Tailors to 

THE BUFFS 

1 SAVILE ROW, LONDON, W.l  
68 HIGH STREET, CAMBERLEY 
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THE RETURN 
OF 

THE CRAFTSMAN 

A\ IFTER many years 

engaged on sterner work 

the craftsmen in gold and 

silver have returned to 

their peaceful tasks ready 

to devote their skill  to 

the production of things 

of beauty. A fine example 

of such work is the Ascot 

Gold Cup 1946 designed 

by Cyril  J.  Shiner and 

supplied by 

THE GOLDSMITHS & 
SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD 

112 REGENT STREET 
LONDON. W.l 

ONLY ONE ADDRESS TELEPHONE REGENT 3021 
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II 

CONWAY WILLIAMS 
THE MAYFAIR TAILOR 

48 BROOK ST. , MAYFAIR, LONDON, W.l 
(Opposite Claridge's Hotel) 

AND 

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY 

Morning and Evening Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions 
Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits 

All Cloths cut hy expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand 
in our Mayfair Workshops hy the Best English Tailors 

REGIMENTAL TAILORS TO THE BUFFS REGIMENT 

Telephones: Telegrams: 
Mayfair 0945—Camberley 498 " Militaila Wesdo, London " 

A. J. WHITE(HmERS>Ld 
A. J. WHITE Mrs. WHITE 

CAP MAKERS 
TO THE 

REGIMENT 

v? 

SOLE SUPPLIERS 
OF THE 

FLEXOLYTE 
FIELD SERVICE 

CAP 

MAKERS 
OF 

LADIES' & GENT'S HEADWEAR 
Established over 80 years 

8 BURLINGTON GARDENS, W.I 
Telephone : REGENT 0582 

TROPHIES 
DESIGNED & MADE BY CRAFTSMEN 
For threequarters of a century the name 
F. PHILLIPS has been synonymous with 
Trophies representing artistic perfection as well 
as sound economy. Cups, Shields, Medals, etc., 
are supplied from stock, or to special design. 

Quotations gladly submitted. 

F. PHILLIPS, 
(F. PHILLIPS and R. A. GARRATT) 

Wellington Street, Aldershot 

FOR : : : : 

ACCURACY IN DISPENSING 
AND : : : : 
RELIABILITY IN ALL MEDICAL 

AND SURGICAL GOODS 
<>> 

WALKER & HARRIS, Ltd. 
Sun Street and Northgate Street, 

CANTERBURY 

REGIMENTAL 
CLUB & SCHOOL 

COLOUR 
SPECIALIST 

"rC 

FANCY TIES, 
SCARVES, 

ETC. 

EVERY KIND 



THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment). 
The Dragon. In each of the four corners the United Red and White Rose ensignedjwith the Imperial Crown. 

 ̂ Veteri Frondescit Honore 

* Blenheim, 
 Talavera, 

Peninsula 
1 Kimberley," ** jraaraenerg, eoum i7ww*. 

The Great War16 Battalions.—" Aisne, 1914," " Armentitas, 1914" "ftf* 1915, '17,^ "GtOTenstaW. 
m *Tulien " " FrezenberK," " Bellewaarde," " Hooge, 1915, Loos, Sommey 1916f I8f J *5 

*18" " Bazentin " " Delville Wood," " Pozidres," " FlersCourcellette," 44 Morval," 44 Thiepyal, Be Transloy, 
" Inae ImSX," "^^1»M^:;V " ArrisJ 1$17," ''Scarce, _1®5 V. VMessines, 1OT7.". .1'.Mto," "PassJfihts" "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917," "Scarpe, 1917," "Messines, 1W7," "fwran, <w 
chendaele " 44 Cambrai, 1917, '18," 44 St. Quentin," 44 Avre," 44 Amiens," 44 Bapaume, 1918," Hindenburg Line* 
44 Fp4hy," 44 St Quentin Canal," 44 Selle," 44 Sambre," 44 France and Flanders, 191418, _ Struma, ^ Doiran,. 
191*8/' Macedonia, 191518," "Gaza," " Jerusalem," 44 Tell 'Asur," 44 Palestine, 191718, Aden, Tigris. 
1916," 44 Kut al Amara, 1917," 

\jdncl) tfuftwoaiviiif 
Baghdad," 44 Mesopotamia, 191518." 

Agents—Bloyds Bank, Ltd., Cox's & King's Branch. Regimental Journal —44 The Dragon ", Canterbuiy. 

Regimental Association—The Past and Present Association, The Buffs, Canterbury. 

Allied Regiment of The Canadian Army. 
The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada. 

Colonel ... ... ... MajorGeneral Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C.0., M.C., ret. pay, p.s.c. 
Officer Comdg. 3 P.T.C. Canterbury—IA.C0I. F. W. B. Parry. 

„ Depot The Buffs, Canterbury—Major R. W. Edmeades. 

Regular and Militia Battalions. 
Uniform—Scarlet. Facings—Buff. 

Cadre 1st Battalion (3rd Foot)—Canterbury. 2nd Battalion (3rd Foot)—S.E.A.B.F. 
3rd Battalion (:East Kent Militia)—Canterbury 

4/6/43 

4th Battalion (Canterbury). 
bth Battalion (In abeyance) 

Territorial Army Battalions. 
Hon. Colonel ... Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D. ... 1/8/46 
Hon. Colonel ... Col. B. B, Burns, TJfc, D.L. ... S/12/45 

Name 

§Alfcn, E. H. 
§Rice, N. D. ... 
§Hall,E. F., M.C. ... 
Boucher, V., C.BJL— 

Unit or Appointment 
LIEUTENANTCOLONELS . 

... Supernumary 

... T/Brig., Staff, Overseas. 

... T/Col., Staff, Overseas. 
T/Brig., War Office. 

Rose, A. J. D., O.BJS. 
King, J. E, D.S.O. 
Knocker, H. S. 
Coates, Di C. 
Airy, E. A, 
Bruce, E. P. C. ... . v 
Nicholson, J. G. ... 
ByndenBeil, P. T. G. 
Dewar, M. P. D., M.BJA. .. 
Parry, F. W. B. 
Spear, T. H., O.B.E. 
Parry, R. F., M.C 
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O. .. 
Williams, H. P. 
Connolly, J. F., D.S.O. 
Craig, B.H. ... ... 
Reeves, N. R. 
Tuff, C. R. ...  .. 
Jelf, A. G. ... 
Craddock, R. W., D.S.O. 

MJBJL. ... 
Atkinson, J. G., OJSJE. 
Grace, H. R.... ... 
Scott, B. S.i M.B.E. 
Harris St. John, B. J. 
Uewis, P. J. ... 
Bailey, H. T.  * 
Edlmann, E. U C., M.C. ... 
Edmeades, R. W 

Rawlings, A. C. 
Horley, B. M. 
Ravenhill, It. A.C.... .. 
Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E. . 
Samuelson, J. P. W,, MX. 
Deridy,R. H. ... '. 
tncas J. P. ... .. 
NorriS, N. ̂ . H. C. ... 

*Majendie, A. E. 
Harbord, K. P. G 
Blaxland, W. G. ... 

! Supernumary. 

MAJORS. 
T/Col., Staff, Overseas. 
T/Bt.Col., Staff, U.K. 
T/I,t.Col„ Staff, Overseas. 
Polish Resettlement Corps. 
T/UUCol., Staff, U.K. 
T/Bt.CoL, 2nd Bn. 

T/Col., Staff U.K: 
2nd Bn. 
T/Iyt.Col., Staff, Overseas. 
T/Bt. Col., 3 P.T.C. 
T/Brig., British Mil. Mission, Brussels. 
T/Ut.Col., War Office. 
T/Bt.Col., 4th Bii. 

" T/Bt.Col., Staff, Overseas. 
T/Ut.Col., 163 O.C.T.U. 
2nd Bn 
T/Et.Col., Staff, Overseas. 
T/Ut.Col., War Office. 
Staff, Overseas. 

T/Bt.Col., War Office. 
T/Bt.Col., Staff, U.K. 
Staff, Overseas. * 
T/Bt.Col., Staff, Overseas. 
2nd Bn. (Beave, U.K.) 
H.C. Bde., T.C. 
and Bn. 
2nd Bn. 
Depot. 

CAPTAINS. 
T/Maj., Staff, U.K, 
T/Maj., Besve, U.K. 
T/Maj., Staff, U.K. 
T/Maj., 3 P.T.C. 

 T/Bt. Col., Staff, U.K. 
TMaj.,iStaff, Overseas. 
T/Maj., 3 P.T.C. 
T/Maj., Staff, Overseas. 
T/Maj., 2nd Bn. 
Staff, U.K. 
T/Maj., 2nd Bn. 

Name 
Gay, A. W. ... . ... 
Bossom, C. 
Montgomery, D. 
Bindley, P. A. N. ... 
Morgan, F. de R., M.C. 
Poulsen, N. D. ... 
Cox, E. G., 3?vC; ... 
Collins, H. A. 
Critchley, B. P. ' ... 
McGrath, B., M.C. ... 
Critchton, R. F. 
Worts, J. B,vM.C. ... 
Semmence, R. G. H. 
May, J. F. ... ... 
Court, D. N.... 
GordonWilson, N. F. 
Nash, J. P. ... 

ffrench Blake, M. A. O'B. 
Hadshar, R. G. ... 
Iliffe, R. O. ... 
Dunglinson, W. G. H. 
Barrett, D. P. R. ... 
McDonald, E. W. 
Marshall, F 
Dent, J. E. ... 
Dubois, G. E. 
Harley, D. B. 

Peckham, A. D. 
Johnson, T. S. 
Thorneycroft, F. E.... 
Squire, S. J. ... 
V%son, P. F. 
Hamilton, C. M. 
Gatehouse. H. R. 

Unit or Appointment: 
K.A.R. 
3 P.T.C. 
T/Maj., Staff, U.K. 
Staff, Overseas. 
T/Maj., 2nd Bn:, (Coarse UK.) 
Language Course, China. 
4th Bn. 
T/Maj., Staff, U.K. 
H.C. Bde., T.C. 
T/Maj., Staff, Overseas. 
T/Maj. 2/4 Gurkha Rifles, Abbottabad. 
Staff, Overseas. 
Kurmm Militia. Parachinar. 

... T/Maj., Staff, Overseas. 

... Staff, Overseas. 

BIEUTENANTS. 
.. T/Capt., 3 P.T.C. 
.. T/Capt., War Office. 
.. H.C. Bde., T.C. 4 
.. T/Capt., B.A.O.R. 
.. 3 P.T.C. 
.. T/Capt., 2/1 Gurkha Rifles Abbottabad 

Howe, B» G. ... 
Phillips, B. M. 
Griffin, C."J.... 

Martin, H. J., M.B.E. 
Ricketts, G. A. 
Ransley, P. W., M.B.E. 
Williams. B. J. 

... T/Maj., H.Q. Malaya Command. 

... T/Capt., Indian Military Academy,. 
Dehra Dun. 

... 2nd Bn. 

... Staff, Overseas. 

... Staff, Overseas. 

... 2nd Bn. 

... 2nd Bn. 

... 3 P.T.C. 
2ND BIEUTENANTS. 
... W.S./Bt.. Basic O.C.T.U., U.K. 
... W.S./Bt., Malaya. 
... T./Capt., attached Wiltshire Regiment. 
QUARTERMASTERS. 
... Maj. (Q.M.), H.C. Bde., T.C. 
... Maj. (Q.M.), 3 P.T.C. 
... T/Maj., School of Chemical Warfare. 
... T/Maj. (Q.M.), 2nd Bn. 



The Past and Present Association. 
Headquarters : DEPOT, THE BUFFS, 

CANTERBURY 2513. 
Secretary ; MA/OR A. J. PEARETH. 

Branch 
1. 2nd Bn . The Buffs 
2. 4th Bn. The Buffs 
3. ASHFORD 

4. LONDON 

5. DOVER 

6. WEALD 

7. MEDWAY 

8. SITTINGBOURNE 

9. RAMSGATE 

10. MARGATE 

11. HYTHE 

12. CANTERBURY 

(a) Heme Bay 
SubBranch 

13. FOLKESTONE 

14. SANDWICH 

15. DEAL 

16. FAVERSHAM 

Chairman 
SecondinCommand 
SecondinCommand 
Mr. H. Barnes 

,Lt.Col. j . R. P. Williams 
M.B.E. 

Mr. M. Hart 

Col. E. B. Burns, T.D. 

Mr. F. C. Cox 

Col. D. J. Dean,. V.C., 
T.D. 

Mr. E. H. Swendell 

Capt. J. Tilleard 

Captain D. V. Coote 

Mr. L. F. Parratt 

Mr. A. Trice 

BRANCHES 
Secretary 

R.S.M.  . \ 'v 

Mr. F. Harrison; 324 Hythe 
Road, Ashford 

Mr. E. G6uld,51a Lincolns Inn 
Fields, London, W.C.2 

Mr. C. A. Mills, 10 West Street, 
Dover 

Capt. E. Boulding, Windyridge, 
Sandhurst, Hawkhurst 

Meeting Dates and Places 

First Saturday in each month,. 
. Drill Hall* 7 p.m.. 
Third Saturday in "each month, 

Prince Alfred Restaurant, 
Tufton Street, Westminster, 
7.30 p.m. , 

First Thursday in each! month, 
"Eagle Hotel", 'London 
Road, Dover, 745 p.m. 

Last Saturday in each month, 
The Brickmakers' Arms, 
Wyles Street, Qillingham, 
7.30 p.m. 

Second Friday in each month, 
Drill Hall, East St., 7.30 p.m. 

Third Friday in each month, 
Freemason's Tavern, Rams
gate, 8 p.m. 

First Wednesday in each 
" month, The George and 

Dragon, 8 p.m. 
Last Saturday in each month, 

British Legion Hiit, 7.30 p.m. 
First Friday in each mbnth, 

Rhodaus Town, Canterbury, 
8 p.m. 

Capt. H. F. Whitfield, Eddington Second Tuesday in each month, 

Mr. R. H. J. Russell, 157 Short
land^ Rpad, Sittingbourne 

Mr. B, E. Knott, 33 Brunswick 
Street, Ramsgate 

Mr. H. Ingram, 72 Fulham 
Avenue, Garlinge, Margate 

Mr. J. E, Down, 15 Cobden Rd., 
Hythe 

Major A; J. Peareth, Depot, 
The Buffs, Canterbury 

House, Heme Bay 

Lt.Col. C. E, Wilson, 
M.B.E. 

British Legion Club, May 
Lodge, 8 p.m. 

Second Tuesday in each month. 
Drill Hall, Shellons St.; 8 p.m. 

Quarterly, Ship Inn, 8 p.m. 

Major H. Jackson 

Mr. T. Fordred, 49 Downs 
Road, Folkestone 

Mr. H. Thirst, 21 Laburnum 
Avenue, Sandwich 

Mr. W. F. Oram, 344 Middle 
Deal Road, Deal 

Capt. J. Green, Boughton HouSe . First Thursday in each month, 
Nr. Faversham The Ship Hotel, 7.30 p.m. 

GROUPS. 
(a) Dover, Folkestone, Hythe, Deal 
(b) Ramsgate, Sandwich, Margate 
(c) Canterbury, Ashford, Weald . .. 
(d) Medway, Sittingbourne, Faversham 

LADIES' GUILD. 
President: HON, MRS. P. G. SCARLETT 

Branch: 
1. ASHFORD 

2. LONDON 

3. DOVER 

4. MEDWAY 

5. FOLKESTONE 

6. DEAL 

Chairman 
Mrs. L. King 

Mrs. D. E. Spinner 

Secretary 
Mrs. E. Partiss, 22 Bond Road, 

South Ashford 

Mrs. M. Lamb, 31 Somerton 
Avenue, Richmond, Surrey 

Mrs. J. Crookenden, J.P. Mrs. C. A. Mills, 10 West Street, 
Tower Hamlets. Dover 

Mrs. King .Holt 

Mrs. G. Wood, J.P. 

Mrs. East 

Mrs. M. Sellens, 69 Priestfield 
Road, Gillingham, Kent 

Mrs. Kay Mantell, 5 Page Place, 
Folkestone 

Mrs. G. Maxted, 143 Middle 
Street. Deal ' 

Meeting Dates and Places 
Second Wednesday in each 

month, The Drill Hall, 
Ashford, 3 p.m. 

First Saturday in each month, 
Prince Alfred Restaurant, 
Tuftpn Street, S..W.1, 
6.30 p.m. 

Second Tuesday in each 
month, CoOp,  Cafe„ Big
gin Street, Dover, 3 p.m. 

Every Fourth Friday, Fores
ters' Hall, King Street, 
Gillingham, 2.30 p.m. 

Every other Wednesday, Drill! 
Hall, Shellons Street, Folke
s t o n e ,  3 . 3 0  p .  m . .  

First Wednesday in each 
month, St. George's Hall, 
High Street, Deal. 
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A Modern Banking 
Service for Officers 

The Officer who maintains an account with 
Lloyds Bank, Cox's & King's Branch, at 6 Pall 
Mall, Official Army and Royal Air Force Agents, 
enjoys many facilities beyond the receipt of pay 
and allowances. 

Arrangements can be made to cash cheques 
at any of the Bank's branches and agencies at home 
and abroad. The Indian and Burma branches can 
credit pay and allowances as they become due. 

The Bank will also, on request, deal with 
Officers' Income Tax, Retired Pay and Pensions 
and will furnish information on Insurance and the 
purchase and sale of stocks and shares. 

The Manager will be glad to open an account 
for Officers and discuss their financial problems 
with them. 

LLOYDS BANK 
LIMITED 

(GOJt'S A N D KING 'S  BBANCIl) 

ARMY *  ROYAL AIR  FORCE AGENTS 

6  PALL MALL SW1 

Offices at or near all Army & Royal Air 
Force Centres throughout England & WdD* 

Uo ?kop atr 

VYE&SON 
57 ~ked&KtiPh Gfoee/s* 
SINCE 1817 - BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY 

T Y P E W R I T E R S  
FOR SALE OR HIFE 

Typewriters Repaired 

H. J. GOULDEN, Ltd. 
CANTERBURY AND DOVER 

CIVIL & MILITARY TAILORS 
COMPLETE OUTFITTERS 

TELEPHONE 
2566 CLOTHES WHICH BEAR THE 

AUTHORITATIVE STAMP OF 
QUALITY IN EVERY DETAIL 

CUT & MADE ON THE PREMISES 

WARRENS (CANTERBURY) LTD. 

14/16 SUN STREET CANTERBURY 
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For 'feather touch' shaves 

LIKE A 
BARBER'S RAZOR 

THIS BLADE IS 
HOLLOW GROUND 

Believe it or not! Like a barber's razor, Pal 
blades are actually hollow ground. Yet they 
fit all popular 3peg or slotted doubleedged 
safety razors. 
'Feather touch * Pial's edge is flexible in the 
razor... follows the curves of your face easily 
... caresses your chin with just a 'feather 
touch." No irritation to tender skin. 

Get a packet now. Pal Hollow Ground Blades 
are made in Britain, Canada, U.S.A., and 
South America, and sold all over the world. 
3 blades for only 6d. Get Pal Hollow Ground 
Blades at all N.A.A.F.I. Stores and Canteens, 
also at all chemists and barbers. 

PAL HOLLOW GROUND BLADES 3 FOR 6X 12 FOR 21
Pfel Blades, Hillington, Glasgow 

3.Sw 
By Appointment 

To the late King George V. 

Established 1799 
J. H. & J. BROOKE, Ltd. 

Wine Merchants 
LONDON 

27 CLEMENTS LANE, E.C.4 
Telephone : MANsion House, 5301 (3 lines) 

FOLKESTONE 

HYTHE 

134 SANDGATE ROAD 
Telephone : Folkestone 3123 (2 lines) 

78 HIGH STREET 
Telephone: Hythe 6301 
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Price : Sixpence 

T^HE Colonel of the Regiment called on 
* His Majesty King Frederick VIII of 

of Denmark at Buckingham Palace to convey 
the respects of the Regiment and later with 
Mrs. Scarlett attended a reception given by 
the AngloDanish Society at the Dorchester 
Hotal to meet Their'Majesties. 

We congratulate Alderman Mrs. G. R. Hews 
on being reelected Mayor of Canterbury 
for the second year in succession and wish her 
a successful year of office. 

We hear from Lieut. H. M. Emms that he 
has returned from East Africa and is shortly 
moving to the village of Hampton, near Malpas 
in Cheshire, to farm. 

We congratulate him upon the new arrival, 
a daughter, and hope that the christening, at 
which Captain GilbertLodge was a godparent, 
went off successfully. 

We congratulate Major F. W. Tomlinson, 
who celebrated his 70th birthday on October 
25th. 

We regret inadvertently, in our issue of 
October, to have omitted the name of Colonel 
C. J. Wood as one of the pall bearers at the 
funeral of the late Brigadier F. A. J. E. Marshall. 

We are unable, through any official channel, 
to locate the following regular officers of the 
Regiment. 

Should any of our readers be able to supply 
the required information as to where they are 
and how employed, we shall be grateful: 

Captains J. F. May and N. D. Court and 
Lieuts. F. Marshall, J. E. Dent and S. J. Squire. 

Majors B. J. Harris St. John and B. M. 
Horley are on leave at home from overseas ; 
Captain C. Bossom, from the 2nd Battalion, 
has been posted to 3 P.T.C. 

The photograph of the London Branch 
Dance, published in our October issue, was by 
South London News Agency. 

We understand that Major B. H. Craig has 
embarked to join the 2nd Battalion in Hong 
Kong. 

Captain R. H. Bloomer continues to be 
employed in M.S. Branch, G.H.Q., M.E.L 
where he receives his copy of The Drv ton 
regularly. 

The Hon. Secretary, Regimental^ Committee, 
would be grateful if unwanted copies of the 
following volumes of the Regimental History 
were returned by their owners as new copies 
are out of print : 

Historical Record of The Buffs, 15721704, by 
H. R. Knight, and 19141918, by R. S. H. 
Moody. 

The address to which these should be sent is : 
Depot The Buffs, Canterbury. 
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Lieut.Colonel J. F. Connolly has purchased 
Livesay Cottage, Teston, Nr. Maidstone, where 
he and Mrs. Connolly have taken up residence. 
He expects that his present appointment will 
terminate at the end of next January. 

We much regret to hear from Lieut.Colonel 
L. C.. R. Messel that he has been seriously ill 
and in bed for ten weeks. We are glad to know 
that he is progressing towards recovery. 

Major A. G. Jelf has been appointed D.A.A. 
and Q.M.G., Headquarters Eritrea District, 
Asmara, where he and Mrs. Jelf are living 
temporarily in the local hotel pending getting 
a house. They live in a* land of comparative 
plenty, though the effects of the new austerity 
drive are beginning to be felt with the stoppage 
of American films. 

We regret to record the death of Mr. A. J. 
Moorey, on November 11th, and offer Our 
sympathy to his wife  and daughter in their 
loss. For the past ten years he had been 
Honorary Secretary of the Medway Branch of 
the Association, for which he did sterling work. 

Major H. E. Chambers, A.C.C., writes from 
Germany that he hopes his wife and daughter 
will join him out there in the near future. Less 
than a month ago the last Buff serving on the 
staff at his H.Q. left for the U.K. on release, 
namely Peter Fagg, onetime "R" Company, 
12 I.T.C.. 

Captain F. E. Thorneycroft is at a Brigade 
Headquarters, C.M.F., and has with him 
Captain P. A. N. Lindley. 

Lieut. (Q.M.) A. E. Brittain is employed as 
Quartermaster at a German Working Camp at 
Halstead, Essex. 

Continued on p, 281 

Births, Marriages and Deaths. 
BIRTHS. 

Gordon*Wilson;—On August 3rd, 1947, at 
No. 1 Combined Military Hospital, Rangoon, 

" to Marjorie, wife of Major N. F. Gordon
Wilson, The Buffs, a son (Christopher Neale). 

Flumptre.—On October 20th, 1947, at the 
Kent and Canterbury Hospital, to Maude 
(nee BAir d), wife of Mdj or P. B. Plumptre, 
M.B.E., The Buffs, a second son. 

MARRIAGES. 
McGrath—Nageler.—On November 8th, 1947, 

at the Schonbrunn Palace Chapel, Vienna, 
Major Barry McGrath, M.C., The Buffs, of 
SunburyonThames, to Miss Helene Nageler, 
of Insberg, Carinthia, Austria. 

Regimental Gazette. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
FRIDAY, 17TH OCTOBER, 1947, DATED TUESDAY, 

21ST OCTOBER, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (W.S./Capt.) E.  G. 

Heimsath (251592) relinquishes his commn., 
24th September, 1947, and is granted the hon. 
rank of Maj. 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
TUESDAY, 21ST OCTOBER, 1947, DATED FRIDAY, 

24TH OCTOBER, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
THE BUFFS.—W.S./Lt.. H. R. Nevshehir 

(214040) relinquishes his commn., 18th August, 
1946, and is granted the hon. rank of Capt. 

The following officers are awarded the 
Efficiency Medal (Territorial). 

The Buffs.—Capt. (Hon. Maj.) J. E. Body 
(145017) ; Capt. (Hon. Maj.) A. A. West 
(35730). 
THIRD SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE 
OF TUESDAY, 28TH OCTOBER, 1947, DATED 

; FRIDAY, 31ST OCTOBER, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS 

THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. E.  F.  G. Page (169740) 
having attained the age limit of liability to 
recall, ceases to belong to the Res. of Offrs., 
31st October, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (W.S./Capt.) J. 
Renwick (175395) relinquishes his commn., 
2nd October, 1947, and is granted the hon. 
rank of Maj. 

W.S./Lt. H. T.  Brown (330417) relinquishes 
his commn., 13th September, 1947, and is 
granted the hon. rank of Lt. 

6108738 Cadet Alan Roderick Baker (382462) 
(since dec'd) to be 2nd Lt., 15th September, 
1946. 
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SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON, GAZETTE OF 
TUESDAY, 4TH NOVEMBER, 1947, DATED FRIDAY, 

7TH NOVEMBER, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
THE BUFFS..—19057751 Cadet Mark Bonner 

Arthur Watney (382400) to be 2nd Lt., 26th 
July, 1947. 

TERRITORIAL ARMY. 
The following Officer is awarded the 

Efficiency Medal (Territorial) :— 
The Buffs.—Major (now T/Lt.Col.) J. 

Thompson, O.B.E. (75188) 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 

TUESDAY, 11TH NOVEMBER, 1947, DATED 
FRIDAY, 14TH NOVEMBER, 1947. 

The King has been pleased to grant 
unrestricted permission for the wearing 
of the following decoration which has been 
conferred on the undermentioned personnel 
in recognition of distinguished services in 
the cause of the Allies :— 
Decoration Conferred by the President of 

the United States of America. 
Medal of Freedom with Bronze Palm. 
LieutenantColonel (temporary) Leonard 

Henry Dismore (78541), The Buffs (Royal 
East Kent Regiment). 

REGULAR ARMY. 
THE BUFFS.—Lt.Col. E. F. Hall (11714) on 

completion of tenure of serv. as Regtl. Lt.Col., 
remains empld. on full pay (supern.), 2nd 
October, 1947. 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No. 42 ISSUED ON 16TH OCTOBER, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
The undermentioned Capt. (A/Maj.) to be 

temp. Maj. :— 
THE BUFFS.—A. W. Gay (95240), 6th June, 

1947. 
The undermentioned Maj. (T/Lt.Col.) re

linquishes T/Lt.Col. :— 
THE BUFFS.—P. T. G. LyndenBell (33586), 

30th April, 1947. 
The undermentioned Capt. (T/Maj.) relin

quishes T/Maj. :— 
THE BUFFS.—L. P. Critchley (145020), 13th 

July, 1947. 
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS. 

THE BUFFS.—Lt. (T/Capt.) (A/Maj.) D. L. 
Pickard (90353) to be T/Maj. and W.S./Capt., 
12th August, 1947. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
The undermentioned W.S./Lts. (A/Capts.) to 

be T/Capts. :— 
THE BUFFS.—G. T. White (360645), 27th 

May, 1946. (Substituted for notifn. in W.O. 
Orders No. 13/1947.) A. Player (364061), 9th 
August, 1947; J. A. Harris (360989), 23rd 
August, 1947. 

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to 
be T/Capt. :— 

THE BUFF§.—G. R. Snelling (343787), 30th 
December, 1946. 

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. is regranted 
T/Capt. :— 

THE BUFFS.—G. D. Taylor (354012), 16th 
April, 1947. 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No. 43 ISSUED ON 23RD OCTOBER, 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to 
be T/Capt. :— 

THE BUFFS.—C. A. KahnRein (360327), 6th 
September, 1947. 

The undermentioned W.S./Capt. (T/Maj.) 
relinquishes T/Maj. :— 

THE BUFFS.—J. L. G. Warren (184437), 19th 
August, 1947. 

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) re
linquishes T/Capt. :— 

THE BUFFS.—F. S. Spanton (334162), 5th 
January, 1947. 

The undermentioned 2nd Lts. to be 
W.S./Lts. :— 

THE BUFFS.—D. H. R. Bishop (372671, 
J. E. Knott (372724), 18th October, 1947. 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No. 44 ISSUED ON 30TH OCTOBER, 1947, 

REGULAR ARMY. 
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

The undermentioned W.S./Lts. (A/Capts.) to 
be T/Capts. :— 

THE BUFFS.—C. A. KahnRein (360327), 6th 
September, 1947 ; R. S. T. Ager (368723), 16th 
October, 1947. 

The undermentioned 2nd Lts. to be 
W.S./Lts. :— 

THE BUFFS.—R. S. T. Ager (368723), 7th 
October, 1946; J. M. S. Broadley (373012), 
D. E. Wright (373021), 26th October, 1947. 

Continued on p. 270: 
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War Memorial Fund 
HPHE objects of the Memorial are :—

(a) A Book of Life in which will be inscribed 
the names of those in The Buffs and the Queen's 
Own Rifles of Canada who lost their lives in 
the recent war. 

(b) To contribute towards the cost of placing 
suitable stained glass in the windows of the 
Warriors' Chapel. 

(c) To erect an altar in the Warriors' Chapel, 
so that it may become a place for meditation 
and prayer and for occasional services. 
This altar, properly furnished, will be in 

memory of all who have ever served in The 
Buffs. 

Donations should be sent to the Hon. 
Treasurer, The Buffs War Memorial Fund, 
Depot The Buffs, Canterbury, Kent. The 
target is £5,000: Please help us to attain this. 

DONATIONS. 

A. Veale 
E. Gould 
London Branch 
W. H. Hearson 
Ladies' Guild, Medway Branch 
Kent County Cricket Club ... 
Major and Mrs. N. F. Gordon Wilson 
Mr. T. Miles 
Miss E. Haselden 
2nd Battalion, The Buffs 
Mr. J. Bramwell 
Miss M. Prosser 

Total to date 

£ s. d. 
2 6 
8 6 

1 10 0 
5 0 0 

10 10 0 
10 10 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 

2 6 
40 0 0 

2 0 
1 0 0 

£2,005 7 2 

The Buffs Golfing Society. 
A NEW and better type of tie of the non

creasable variety is now available in limited 
numbers. Requests for these ties together with 
8/ and one clothing coupon should be made to 
the Hon. Secretary, Lieut.Colonel J. R. 
Willows, Wingham Barton Manor, Westmarsh, 
near Canterbury, There are still a few of the 
5/ ties in stock. 

Officers' Reunion Dinner. 
1 l/50th Buffs and 89 L.A.A. Regt., R.A. 
' J HE Second Annual Reunion Dinner was 

held at the Chatelain Restaurant, London, 
on Friday, October 17th. The evening was a 
great success, about 35 officers attended. The 
guests who honoured us with their presence 
were Lieut.General Sir Evelyn Barker, K.B.E., 

C.B., D.S.O., M.C., and Brigadier C. M. Brunkec 
The General commanded the 49th Division in 
which the 89th R.A. served in France and 
Germany and the Brigadier was his C.R.A, 

We were particularly pleased to see Bracken
bury and Francis Morgan just back from West 
Africa and Clive Bossom, who said he had come 
specially home from Hong Kong to be present. 

Captain Whatley has kindly consented to be 
the Buffs Representative Hon. Secretary for 
next year's dinner. His address for those who 
may wish to attend next year's dinner, which 
will be held on Friday, November 15th, is ; 
Captain L. P. Whatley, 21 Liskeard Gardens, 
Blackheath, S.E.3. 

Many letters were received from members, 
who regretted being unable to attend. 

Amongst those present were Lieut.Colonels 
Cory and Hunter (R.A.), Lieut.Colonel Willows, 
Majors Morgan, Simpson, Bossom, Homan, 
Blanford and Marcy, Captains Collins, Whatley, 
Brackenbury, Keane, Bickersteth and Edwards. 

Our thanks are due to Captain Taylor and 
Major Marcy for their excellent arrangements 
on our behalf and we hope numbers will be 
even larger next year. 

J.R.W. 

Lord Mayor's Show 

CANTERBURY was represented in the Lord 
Mayor's Show on Monday, when the Buffs 

took part in the historic march from the Mansion 
House to the Royal Courts of Justice. 

The occasion was probably the last for many 
years in which our County Regiment will be 
able to avail themselves of this privilege, since, 
in the Spring, No. 3 P.T.C. is to be disbanded, 
and only a small cadre of Buffs will remain in 
Canterbury to keep in touch with the County 
and maintain contact with the only surviving 
regular Battalion, the 2nd, now serving in Hong 
Kong. This year's ceremony was, for that 
reason, all the more historic for all members of 
the Regiment, both past and present. 

The contingent, which was commanded by 
Major J. P. Lucas, who came home recently 
with the 1st Battalion from Greece, and handed 
over the King's Colour when it was disbanded 
in August, was composed of the Band and 
Drums of the Depot, under Bandmaster W. B. 
Foster and DrumMajor Pattenden, and a 
marching detachment of 50 members of the 
permanent staff of The Buffs P.f.C., under 
Lieut. MorganGrenville and R.S.M. Cummings. 
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. . . THEY ALWAYS DO 
PLAYER'S NAVY CUT CIGARETTES  MEDIUM OR MILD 
Issued by The Imperial Tobacco Company (of Great Britain & Ireland). Ltd. 

PLAIN OR CORK TIPPED 
[NCO 626bb3PJ 

a (\̂ nC 

BEECHAM'S PILLS 
Make them your 

Golden Rule of Health 
Obtainable everywhere 

11M7I 
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SHAVEX 
The Perfect 2 Minute Shave 

NO SOAP-NO BRUSH-NO LATHER 

ALL OUR 
FORCES PREFER SHAVEX? 
For shaving when in a hurry it is marvellous 
—a perfect shave in two minutes. No water 
needed, but if you have water, moisten your 
face before using Shavex. You can shave in 
a quarter of the time that it takes with soap 
and brush, and your skin will feel as fresh as 
a daisy. Almond Oil in Shavex keeps the 
face young and takes away wrinkles. Smear 
Shavex over the face when you have shaved, 
and your face will keep young, fresh and free 
from blemishes. Millions all over the world 
are now using Shavex. Beware of imitations 
—there is nothing like Shavex—the antiseptic 
shaving cream—the first on the market. 

TAKE NO IMITATIONS 

SHAVEX I S  S O L D  
E V E R Y W H E R E  

1'3 and 1'IOi (INCLUDING PURCHASE TAX) 
Obtainable ut N.A.A.F.IBoots, Woolworths, Timothy 

White's & Taylors Ltd*, & all Chemists 
The SHAVEX ZEEKOL Co., Ltd., 40 Bavaria Road, 

London, N.19 

Pain goes by a lot of names ; yet 
there's ONE word which stands for 

Pain relief—that word is ' ASPRO \ 
y/////,/ii° THE WORLD FAME of 'ASPRO' as 

a pain reliever is due to the simple fact that 
when someone takes 'ASPRO' to stop his pain, he experi
ences a wonderful soothing action—he finds that THE 
PAIN GOES. Multiply this simple instance a million 
times and you find the explanation of the worldwide success 
of ASPRO'. 'ASPRO' analgesic (pain relieving) action 
makes it easy for Nature to tackle the cause of the pain, 

for 'ASPRO' works in a natural way—it does 
n°t harm the heart or stomach—it does not 

wKfBv create a habit. 

ASPRO'SSggr 
1 DJ 
2 FOOTBALLER'S PRAISE 3i° 6 

Dear Sirs, Benoni, Tvl. « I / O I 
I have tested your 4ASPRO' and have found ** 1/^32 

them highly beneficial to me. And they are all M A K 
you claim for them. I had an accident to my acddty iiMircr\ * 
forehead quite a few years ago, playing foot C| . o L. 
ball, and ever since I have suffered with my s,ouSh. Bucks 
head, more so when I have a cold. And I can |T\f I I 
sure say 4 ASPRO* and a hot drink does the flVl ZA 11*1 
trick. Yours faithfully, F. M. 

This burn was 
well treated... 

We are continually receiving letters from men 
overseas and in the services at home pointing out 
the virtues of GERMOLENE. 
A Staff Sergeant in the C.M.F. tells how he used 
GERMOLENE when he burnt his hand severely, 
yet, thanks to GERMOLENE "two days later I 
was able to play the piano, yet prominent scars 
dispel the theory that the accident might not have 
been so serious as I estimated. A person concerned 
in the same accident to a much lesser extent 
preferred other treatment and still has dressings 
on the affected part. It is fortunate that we are 
able to buy GERMOLENE via the N.A.A.F.I. 
on occasions." 

M SI"N TROUB11 

™wsamms 

ASEPTIC OINTMENT 
1/4 and 3/3 including Purchase Tax 

SOLD EVERYWHERE (ind. N.A.A.F.I.) 
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In the contingent were many of the older Buff 
N.C.O.s and men who had together during the 
war seen service *in every war theatre in the 
world. 

Both before and during the march through 
the streets of the City, the detachment was 
greeted by old Buffs, who seemed, on that day. 
as numerous in London as in Canterbury. It 
was most heartening, in these days when so 
much of the traditions and the spirit of the 
Army are being so sadly abandoned, to hear 
along the route shouts of "Good old Buffs—the 
best mob ever !" 

Honorary Membership Messes. 
The Barracks, 

Chichester. 
14th August, 1947. 

To MajorGeneral The Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C.B., 
M.C., 

Colonel, The Buffs. 
Dear General, 

The Royal Sussex Regiment wish to offer 
honorary membership of its officers and 
sergeants' messes to the other regiments of the 
Home Counties Brigade. 

On behalf of the Regiment I have much 
pleasure in inviting all serving officers, warrant 
officers, coloursergeants and sergeants of The 
Buffs to consider themselves honorary members 
of the officers' and sergeants' messes respectively 
of all battalions and of our messes at Chichester. 

Yours sincerely, 
F. V. FOSTER. 

Stonegreen Hall, 
Mersham, 

Ashford, Kent. 
20th August, 1947. 

Brigadier T. F. V, Foster, C.B.E., M.C., 
Colonel, The Royal Sussex Regiment, 

The Barracks, 
Chichester. 

Dear Foster, 
The serving officers, warrant officers, colour

sergeants and sergeants of The Buffs thank 
you and the Royal Sussex Regiment for your 
very kind invitation to consider themselves 
honorary members of the officers and sergeants 
messes respectively of your battalions and 
messes at Chichester, an honour of which they 
are proud to accept. 

Yours sincerely, 
G. SCARLETT, 

Colonel, The Buffs. 

At one stage, along Victoria Embankment, 
one woman, who saw the shouldertitles on 
their battledresses, called out, "My son was 
killed with The Buffs—God bless you, boys !" 
and drew a cheer from the crowd. 

Commenting on the parade, Major Lucas 
said: "We Buffs are very conscious of the 
honour we have in being one of the "privileged" 

1 regiments of the City of London and of being 
the County Regiment of East Kent and having 
our home in Canterbury, and we are proud of 

* these things. It was, I feel, especially fitting 
that our historic city, the cornerstone of the 
English Church, and the City of London should 
be so linked on this great occasion." 

(Kentish Gazette.) 

Memorial Service. 

A .MEMORIAL Service was held in the 
Wunstorf Church, Hanover, on Friday, 

October 17th, for Brigadier F. Adrian J. E. 
Marshall, D.S.O., M.B.E., M.C., late The Buffs, 
Regional Director of the International Refugee 
Organisation in Land Niedersachsen. 

Amongst those present were MajorGeneral 
Evelyn D. Fanshawe, C.B., C.B.E., Zone 
Director of I.R.O. in the British Zone of 
Germany, and a very large number of the 
I.R.O. staff ; Brigadier A. C. Todd, O.B.F., 
Deputy Director of the Prisoners of War and 
Displaced Persons Division of the Control 
Commission for Germany (BE) ; representatives 
of C.O.B.S.R.A. and other Voluntary Societies ; 

. Dr. L. Dymsa, senior representative of the 
National Catholic Welfare Conference , and 
representatives of the Displaced Persons in 
Land Niedersachsen. 

The Rev. L. F. Cole, Senior Chaplain, Hanover 
Garrison, conducted the service. 

Depot The Queen's Own 
Royal West Kent Regiment, 

Maidstone. 
\3th October, 1947. 

MajorGeneral Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C., 
The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment), 

Canterbury, Kent. 
Dear Scarlett, 

All units of The Queen's Own Royal West 
Kent Regiment wish to offer to the other 
Regiments of the Home Counties Brigade the 
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honorary membership of their officers' and 
sergeants' messes. 

It gives me great pleasure, therefore, on 
behalf of my Regiment to invite all serving 
officers, warrant officers, coloursergeants and 
sergeants of The Buffs (Royal East Kent 
Regiment) to consider themselves honorary 
members of the officers' and sergeants' messes 
respectively of all our Battalions and of our 
messes at Invicta Lines, Maidstone. 

Yours sincerely, 
N. I. WHITTY. 

Stonegreen Hall, 
Mersham, 

r Ashford, Kent. 
Brigadier N. I. WhittyD.S.O., 

Colonel, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent 
Regiment. 

15th October, 1947. 
Dear Whitty, 

We greatly appreciate and accept with thanks 
your very kind offer to our serving officers, 
warrant officers,! coloursergeants and sergeants 
to become Honorary Members of the officers' 
and sergeants' messes respectively of all your 
Battalions and of your messes at Invicta 
Lines, Maidstone, an honour of which we will 
gladly avail ourselves. 

Yours sincerely, 
G. SCARLETT, 

Colonel, The Buffs. 

S.S.A.F, A. Married Families Club. 
CJ S.A.F.A. Married Families' Club, at 14/16 
^Nevern Square, Earls Court, London, con
sists of three houses which have been knocked 
into one, . providingaccommodation for 100 
people. 

* There is a spacious lounge, two dining rooms, 
and a children's nursery, where the children 
may be left while the parents go out by them
selves. The bedrooms are various sizes, catering 
for a variety of families, for instance , for the 
serviceman with a large family there is a bed
room with a double bed for the parents, two 
single beds for the larger children and two 
cots for the babies. Other bedrooms cater for 
smaller families. There is also a laundry room 
and a library. All this is supplied for the 
charge of 5/ per person, for bed, bath and 
breakfast,; children of five years and under 
at| half jprjfce. /Stopper is available at 1/6 each, 
and a midday meal on Sundays is 2/. 

The atmosphere is bright and gay, and to 
those who wish to avail themselves of a short 
trip to London, they could not do better than 
stay at this Club. 

Her Majesty Queen Mary, President of the 
Soldiers', Sailors' and Airmen's Families' Associ
ation, visited the premises recently and was 
most interested and asked many questions. 

Royal Soldiers' Daughters' School* 
Hampstead. 

T^HE School receives the daughters of soldiers 
 of His Majesty's Army, Royal Air Force and 

in special cases of the Territorial Force. 
Girls are admitted between the ages of 5 and 

11 years, but under special circumstances the 
Committee have power to admit girls of any 
suitable age. Preference generally is given to 
candidates in the following order :—r 

. 1. Total orphans. 
2. Motherless. 
3. Fatherless. 
4. Girls whose parents are living, provided : 

(a) The Father is disabled or in
capacitated from work. 

(b) The Father is on active or foreign 
service. 

There are now no girls of the Buffs at the 
School and it is thought that th% existence of 
the School may not be widely known in the 
Regiment. It is excellently situated at Hamp
stead and most capably organised. 

Applications for the admission" of girls of the 
Regiment should be. made through the Sec
retary, Past and Present Association, The 
Buffs/Canterbury. . 

Royal Military Memorial Chapel, 
Sandhurst. 

Second World War Memorial. 
'"T HE amalgamation of the Royal Military 
* Academy and the Royal Military College 

has been far more than a fusion of two military 
establishments. The Royal Military Academy, 
Sandhurst, has become . not only the central 
source of Regular Officers, but! also the focus 
for Officer Cadet "instruction in the Service ; 
its influence will flow through; ifevery ^porps of 
our future armies. 
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From the Woolwich Chapel will be brought % 

those memorials which can be moved, and 
they will be reerected in a new wing to be 
added to the Sandhurst Chapel. Thus the 
Royal Military Memorial Chapel/ Sandhurst, 
becomes not only a unique memorial to past 
officers but a parent Church of Officers through
out the Army. 

The Chapel War Memorial Committee for the 
Second World War Memorial is composed of 
the following members :— 

MajorGeneral F. R. G. Matthews, D.S.O., 
Commandant Royal Military Academy, 
Sandhurst. 

Lieut.General Sir B. D. Fisher, K.C.B., 
C.M.G., D.S.O., Past Commandant Royal 
Military College. 

MajorGeneral F. W. H. Pratt, C.B.E., 
D.S.O., M.C., representing Royal Military 
Academy. 

The Very Rev. H. W. Blackburne, D.S.O., 
M.C., Past Chaplain Royal Military College. 

The Rev. T. Wingfield Heale, O.B.E., Past 
Chaplain Royal Military College. 

The Rev. G. W. Battersby, O.B.E., C.F., 
Chaplain Royal Military Academy, Sand
hurst. 

The Committee consider that any plan for 
the Second World War Memorial must be 
completely comprehensive and must not be 
limited to a commemoration of past Sandhurst 
or Woolwich Cadets, which has been the rule 
for memorials in respective chapels in the past. 

It is therefore intended that the proposed 
Memorial should commemorate all the officers 
of the British Commonwealth and Empire who 
gave their lives iu the Second World War, 
whether they were trained at Woolwich, Sand
hurst, or one of the wartime Officer Cadet 
Training Units, and whether they held Regular, 
Territorial or Emergency Commissions. 

His Majesty the King has graciously signified 
his approval of this plan, which is to be carried 
out in the following form 

(i) A Book of Remembrance containing the 
 names of all Commissioned Officers of 

 the British Commonwealth and Empire 
^ who, lost ^jbeir lives in tte> }S^ond 

\Vorid'W&'f to be suitably placed ip 
the Chapel. 

(ii) Oak pews to replace the present chairs 
in the main body of the Chapel. These 
pews are to bear, on the panels and 
ends, the carved crests of the regiments 
and corps of the British Army, and 
the Dominion and Colonial Forces. 

(iii) A new organ with screen to be built to 
replace the existing instrument, which 
is both musically and architecturally 
unworthy of the Chapel. 

FieldMarshal Sir Claude J. E. Auchinleck, 
G.C.B., G.C.I.E., C.S.I., D.S.O., O.B.E., A.D.C., 
CommanderinChief of the Indian Army, has 
agreed to the new organ and screen being the 
particular memorial to Indian Army officers. 
The Corps and Regimental Crests of the Indian 

/Army will be carved on the screen. 

The Committee have estimated that the total 
cost of these proposals will not be less than 
£35,000. We hope, however, that the response 
to our appeal for funds will be on the most 
generous scale, as we feel that such a memorial 
will give expression to the wishes of both serving 
and retired officers, of all who know the 
Memorial Chapel and indeed of all who re
member with thankfulness and admiration the 
qualities of leadership displayed by those 
bearing the King's Commission who gave their 
lives in. the war. 

We are confident that the past and present 
generation will welcome this opportunity of 
beautifying the spiritual home of the future 
officers of the British Army. 

The Committee wish it to be Known that 
private memorials may still be engraved on the 
walls and ^pillars of the Chapel, but that owing 
to the lack of space, these must be limited to 
memorials of past cadets of the Royal Military 
Academy, the Royal Military College, or the 
Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst. 

F. R. H. MATTHEWS, 
MajorGeneral, « 

Chairman Chapel War Memorial Committee, 
Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst. 

(The Colonel of the Regiment' is of opinion 
that the amount subscribed by the Regiment 
should be not less than the sum off£ip0, He 
hopes that officers will contribute towards this 
sum, such contributions being limited to 10/
per officer. Cheques or postal Orders should be. 
m^ out To tefie rHpn. ^of^y, 
Committee, The Buffs ; address—Depot The 
Buffs, Canterbury.~Ei.) 
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Correspondence. 
H.Q., Highland District, 

Craigie House, 
Perth. 

November 6th, 1947. 
The Editor, "The Dragon". 
Dear Sir, 

On reading the October Dragon, I and Mrs. Hall were 
so very sorry indeed to learn of Brigadier Marshall's 
death. It really came as a shock to us both, who knew 
him so well. Belated though it is, we would so much 
like to convey our sincerest sympathy to Mrs. Marshall, 
but, not knowing her address, perhaps you would be so 
good as to do it for us. 

As you see, I am still in Scotland employed as Staff 
Captain at Highland "District. I do not see many Buffs, 
though my heart is always with the Regiment in which 

. I served so many happy years. 
Yours faithfully, 

W. E. HALL./ 

Little Beredens, 
Kenton, 

Exeter. 
November 5th, 1947. 

The Editor, "The Dragon". 
Dear Sir, 

May T offer you and your contributors full marks on 
the production of the October number of The Dragon } 

There are salient features about this issue which make 
it so much more interesting than some others which have 
been published during the last thirty years or so. 
I suppose that the reason is that this number is crammed 
with news of individual people. The Personalia para
graphs .give information about our old friends such as 
where they are and what they are doing. Fitting tributes, 
too, are paid to probably the most gallant Regimental 
soldier who has adorned our ranks during this long period 
which has included two world wars. I refer, of course, 
to our dear departed comrade, Adrian Marshall, whom we 
all sincerely riiourn. 

The 4th Battalion notes are a model of their type. 
They tell us who the leading personalities in the battalion 
are, where they are, and what they are doing. This, 
I submit, is what your main bulk of readers want. 
No one is the least interested in the state of weather 
prevailing some two months before, unless this has been 
very exceptional. No one, I suggest, is particularly 
thrilled to know that "the Commanding /Officer" has 
returned from somewhere or other. What we would 
like to know is that LieutenantColonel so and so has 
returned from somewhere or other, where he met old 
"What'shisname" who left the Regiment in the 
nineteenthirties or ninetynine, or whenever it was, 
and is now tea planting, or doing something interesting 
in some outlandish spot. 

Photographs, too, are always interesting—especially 
to those who happen to be featured. I warrant that 
picture of a 2nd Battalion team in Singapore in 1911 
will set mariy a chin wagging at a London Past and 
Present Meeting. "What splendid fellows we had in 
the Regiment in those days !" I can hear someone 
asserting.' "And Why. doesn't the Army wear a smart 
cap now ? How the devil can a "fellow feel , like a soldier 
iii 4 aln illfitting floppy peakless foreign beret like » an 
onion boy's ? Gad/Sir* the Army's going to the dogs j" 
You know how old soldiers revel in these remarks. 

I know this is difficult to get going, but if possible 
do try and dig up some bone of contention. It is con
troversial matter that puts life into a paper. Although 
The Dragon is a Service paper we should not be afraid to 
arouse thought which will lead to healthy discussion. 
Surely this is one of the few freedoms which we as a 
supercontrolled country still maintain the right to do ? 

Finally, may I ask you to beg Sydney Maiden to 
continue his delightful contributions which from time to 
time embellish our pages ? It is usually the only flash 
of literary genius. 

Yours very faithfully, 
ROBIN TUKE. 

(We thank Major Tuke for his kind remarks about the 
October number, and have the following remarks to 
make :— 

(a) Personalia depends entirely on letters we receive 
from various people during the month or on feliable 
information we obtain otherwise/ Failing these sources, 
personalia is scanty. 

(b) We agree that the notes from the 4th Battalion 
are excellent and hope this standard will be maintained. 

(c) We hope that Subeditors will note Major Tuke's 
remarks on Colonel Soandso, and the weather reports. 

(d) PHOTOGRAPHS.—In these days of high costs which 
have increased in recent months by 33J per cent., only 
photographs which are considered to be of general 
interest can be reproduced. 

(e) CONTROVERSIAL MATTER.—We wonder what 
others of our readers think about this. Perhaps they will 
inform us. 

(/) We know that Sydney Maiden is busy with his 
murals, but are asking him to contribute to our December 
number.—Ed.) 

Regimental Gazette—continued from p. 265. 

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
FRIDAY, 7TH NOVEMBER, 1947, DATED TUESDAY, 

11TH NOVEMBER, 1947. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
THE BUFFS.—W.S./Lt. H. M. Gregson 

(3.41125) relinquishes his commn. ,10th Nov,, 
1947, and is granted the hon. rank of Capt. 

The undermentioned 2nd Lts. to be Lts., 
9th November, 1947 :— ~ 

K. W. F. Terry (372521), D. A. Pilcher 
(372566). 

TERRITORIAL ARMY. 
HONOURABLE ARTILLERY COMPANY. 

INFANTRY BN.—2nd Lt. (W.S./Capt.) R. M. 
V. Marchand (85066) from The Buffs, to be 
Capt., 1st May, 1947, with seniority 20th Mar., 
1945. , 

THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (W.SI/Lt^. J. Tilleard 
(89331) to be Capt., 1st May, 1947. 
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What *Totd. 

value meant 

It means first of all an initial cost less than that 
of any other car of its h.p., size and performance. 
Then it means Ford Service Facilities. You'll 
like the Ford system of low standardised prices 

for ah spare parts — and for any necessary repairs 
carried out at your Ford Dealers by their 
Dagenhamtrained mechanics. 

PREFECT 10 h.p.  ANGLIA 8 h.p 

C O N S T A N T  I N  P E R F O R M A N C E  
BY APPOINT ME NT 
M?NS?Aciuii« FORD MOTOR COMPANY LIMITED, DAGENHAM 

Look what happens when 
you end DRY SCALP! 

Two pictures of the same 
chap? Nonsense, she's not 
dumb enough to believe 
that! Just look at that 
Dry Scalp on the left! An 
untidy, lifeless head of 
hair, if ever there was one. 
There's dandruff showing 
at the parting, and quite 
a few bits on his tunic, 
too. His scalp is certainly 
short of natural oils. 

Yes, it's the same fellow 
all right, but what a 
different girl! He's lost 
Dry Scalp and dandruff. 
Thanks to ' Vaseline ' 
Brand Hair Tonic his 
hair looks healthy, glossy, 
and well dressed. Some
one's given him the tip— 
a gentle massage with 
* Vaseline' Hair Tonic 
every day, using only a 
little because a little goes 
a long way. 

" Vaseline HAIR TONIC 
The Dressing that Ends Dry Scalp 

Ask for it at your NAAFI—2/7J a bottle 
22203 Chesehrough Manufacturing Co. Ltd 

' Second to None 

GREW 
C I G A R E T T E S  
Just honesttogoodness^ 

tobacco 

Plain orcorktipped 
 Greys * will always 

appeal to those 
smokers who ask 
of a cigarette 
that it shall be 
pleasant 
and satisfying. 

15 £or 2'6 

I S S U E D  B Y  G O D F R E Y  P H I L L I P S ,  L T D .  



THE] FOLLOWING F I R M S  SUPPORT 
SERVICE JOURNALS 

CJMipii 
M I N E R A L  W A T E R S  

LEMON SQUASH, &c. 
SOLD BY N.A.A.F.I. CANTEENS 

C O O L T I P T  
VIRGINIA 

by ABDULLA 

'Wool'filter tip. 20for3/4 k 

Just taste 
DUNCANS 

CHOCOLATE ,x. 
 ̂ its delicious! 

\\ 

TryBURMA. SAUCE 
Every drop is of full flavour 

Ask for White—Cottell s 
Wbrcester Sauce 

HIPPS (mi) LTD. 
CLOTHING MANUFACTURERS 

BALM ROAD MILLS, LEEDS, 10 

f For protection against 
Skin Infection... USE 

WRIGHTS * 
 Coal Tar Soap 

BUTLER' 
HIGH CLASS MACHINE TOOLS 

for * 
PLANING — 

SHAPING
SLOTTING. 

The ButlerMachineTool Co., Ltd., H'fax 

WELGAR 

SHREDDED 
WHEAT 
" HALLMARK" 

AUTOMATIC REFRIGERATORS 
For the storage of foodstuffs of all 
kinds, for making and storing ice cream, 
cooling beer and wines, making ice and 
other purposes in canteens and messes. 

J. & E. HALL, LTD. 
DARTFORD, KENT 

EVERYTHING 
FOR THE 

! COMPLETE 
ELECTRICAL 

INSTALLATION 
WALSALL CONDUITS LTD., 

WEST BROMWICH. STAFFS. J 

XR, KNITTED 
SPORTSWEAR 

bRa>MAR AND 

EDWARDS 
SP°*" 

UNDERWEAR 
INNES, HENDERSON & Co., Ltd, 

HAWICK, SCOTLAND 

RUBBER MACHINERY * HYDRAULIC 

PLANT  PLASTICS MACHINERY ; --- - - - \ . A;'" 
STURDICEAR UNITS 

FRANCIS SHAW A COMPANY LIMITED 
M A N C H E S T E R  E  N  G  L A N  D  

TABLE CUTLERY 
SILVER PLATE 

POCKET KNIVES 
SCISSORS & RAZORS 

GEORGE BUTLER & COMPANY, LIMITED 
SHEFFIELD 

S. & I. KITCHIN LTD. 
SAXON ROAD, SHEFFIELD 8 

Cutlery, Matchets & Knives 
of all descriptions 

SpcciaS attention given to Canteen 
requirements 

L I O N  
BRAND 

H O S I E R Y  

PAT0NS&BALDWINS 
LTD. 

SPIN WOOLS FOR ALL 
KINDS OF CLOTHING 

ALLOA : HALIFAX ; LEICESTER 
WAKEFIELD 

I Erie Resistor Ltd. 
Carlisle Road, The Hyde, Hendon 

London, N.W.9 Tel. COlindale 6011 

Resistors* Volume Controls 
Ceramicons  SilverMica BSlfli 
Condensors   Suppressors 

IT'S O.K. WITH 

|\ \w/ / K 
SAUCE 

SAMUEL GILL & SONS 
Designers & Manufacturers of Jigs, Tools, 
Fixtures, Gauges & Special Machines 

Lytlialls Lane, Coventry 
Tel. Cov. 88605 Air Ministry Authority 707713'37 

PARK DRIVE 
 C I G A R E T T E S  

for pleasure 
PLAIN & CORK TIPPED 
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The Past and Present Association. 
Life Members. 

OCTOBER 1ST—31ST, 1947. 
. London Branch.—Keele, Captain T. A., Barker, 

L. E. W., White, Captain G. T. 
Faversham Branch.—Jordan, J. J. 
H.Q. Roll.—Anderson, K., Durham, H., Clausen, 

H. I., Griggs, 2/Lieut. B. C., Ramsey, 2/Lieut. B. A. 

Annual Members. 
Ashford Branch.—Winkworth, W. J., Beeching, W. J. 
London Branch.—Kolesnick, F., Greenstreet, W., 

Wragg, R. S. 
Dover Branch.—Wilkinson, C. 
Sittingbourne Branch.—Godman, A. T., Farrett, A. E. 

Hayes, H. R., Dunk, G., Chambers, V., Smith, A. T. 
Sandwich Branch.—Lawson, J. 
Faversham Branch.—Wigg, F., Mills, G., Jackson, R., 

Gammon, A. W., Pitts, H. P. 
H.Q. Roll.—Mills, J. C. 

Past and Present Association, The Buffs. 
DONATIONS. 

Sergeants' Mess, 5th Battalion, The Buffs £264 7 9 

Benevolent Fund. 
DONATION. 

The Buffs Golfing Society 
P.R.I., 5th Battalion, The Buffs 

£ s. d. 
11 6 

512 15 8 

GRANTS. 
£ s. d. 

1. ... 4 17 6 
4 3 0 0 
4 ... , 3 0 0 
4 1 0 0 

18. 5 0 0 
18 2 10 0 
22 2 0 0 
27. 5 0 0 

World War Charitable Fund. 

DONATIONS. 

C.O.'s Fund, 5th Battalion, The Buffs 
£ s. d. 

32 2 10 

GRANTS. 

Oct. 
£ S. d. 

3 ... 3 0 0 

3 3 0 0 
4 4 10 0 

6 5 0 0 

7 5 0 0 

17 5 0 0 

20 5 0 0 

22 10 0 

22. !!! !!! 2 10 0 

27 5 0 0 

30 2 0 0 

Ashford Branch. 
Our Annual General Meeting was held at the 

Drill Hall, Ashford, on Saturday, November 
1st, 1947. We were pleased to see such a large 
gathering at this meeting, also some old 
members that we had not seen for some time. 

Mr. Barnes was in the Chair, and Major 
Bompas, our President, was with us. 

The Chairman opened the meeting by 
thanking Major Bompas for the interest he had 
taken in the Branch, also the Officers and 
Committee for what they had done during the 
past year. 

The Minutes were read and confirmed and 
the correspondence accepted. 

We still have two old members on the sick 
list, Mr. Beeching and Mr. Wratten, but no 
other member was reported sick at this meeting. 

It was unanimously agreed that we co
operate with the R.A. Association on the 
social side of each meeting. 

Our Children's Treat is to be held on 
December 6th at the Cooperative Hall, High 
Street, Ashford. 

We are very sorry to hear that Mrs. King, 
Chairman of the Ladies' Guild, has had to keep 
to her bed again. We all wish her a speedy 
recovery and better health in the future. 

We are all very sorry to lose Mr. W. Earl as 
Secretary of pur Branch ; his wife's bad health 
and pressure of work being the reasons for his 
resignation. We thank him most heartily for 
all he has done. 

The Branch then elected the Officers for the 
ensuing year. 

Major Bompas was unanimously reelected 
President. 

The following officers were elected Vice
Presidents : Captain Crothall, Captain Denne, 
Captain Butchers. Mr. H. Baines was elected 
Chairman; Mr. F. Marsh ViceChairman; 
Mr. F. Harrison Secretary ; Mr. E. J. Sharrard 
Assistant Secretary; Mr. W. Manktelow, 
Treasurer. 

Our Committee is not quite so strong this 
time ; nine members were elected instead cif 
13 as we have generally had. 

This concluded the business for the evening, 
the remainder being spent in harmony. 
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Some good old songs were sung by some of 
our members. We hope to have the piano 
ready for our next meeting, then there will be 
no excuse for some of dur songsters. 

Our thanks are due to Mr. Hogben for his 
gramophone and mike, and also to Mr. Rowe 
for the bar. 

I have heard with regret that one of our old 
members, Mr. W. Partiss, is in Willesborough 
Hospital for aii operation on his shoulder. We 
wish him a speedy recovery. 

Our booby prize was won by Mr. F. Harrison. 
Will all please note that our Secretary, from 

January 1st, 1948, will be Mr. F. Harrison, 
324 Hythe Road, Ashford. 

This concluded a very happy evening. * 
E.J.S. 

London Branch. 
A meeting, which was devoted to entertaining 

thirtytwo members of the Medway Branch, 
was held at the Prince Alfred Restaurant, 
Tufton Street, S.W.l, on 18th October. 

We were pleased to have with us Lieut.
Colonel J, R. P. Williams, our President and 
Chairman, .Captain G. J. Emery, ViceChairman, 
Major A. J. Peareth, Mr. J, C. Neale Dalton, 
Major J. E. Enright, Major Pearson, Captain 
Hopps and many more of our Branch. We were 
also delighted to have so many of the Ladies' 
Guild, who worked so hard to make our evening 
a great success; most of their work was 
performed behind the scenes days before. 

The visitors arrived, as arranged, at 6 p.m. 
and announced their arrival by three notes on 
the coach horn, which was a signal to us to 
greet them at the entrance, where they were 
welcomed by the President of our Branch. 

The evening opened with popular songs 
played on the piano whilst large numbers of 
sausage rolls, sandwiches, rissoles, cakes and 
ice cream were consumed, most of which were 
supplied from the larders of the members of the 
Ladies' Guild who had been saving fats and 
other ingredients for months past. 

R. J. Collins, the Entertainments Secretary, 
must be extremely popular with the Ladies' 
Guild. 

Lots of old friendships were renewed round 
the tables whilst refreshments were being 
consumed and dozens of "Do you remembers" 
could be heard. 

: Whilst all this was going on Mr. Collins was 
issuing the photographs which had been taken 

at the Anniversary Daiice in September and 
also selling tickets for the Raffle of a box of 
groceries, which was won by a member of the 
London Branch. 

A member of the London Branch also won 
the prize when we visited the Medway Branch. 

A darts match was played and won by the 
home team. 

When the evening was well under way, 
Colonel Williams addressed us, first by wel
coming the visitors and saying how pleased he 
was to see so many friends with whom he had 
soldiered and also how pleased he was the 
London Branch had had their revenge at darts 
and at the next meeting we would show them 
how good we really are. Secondly he announced 
that the Field of Remembrance would be 
opened by a service held at the Abbey at 12 
noon, 5th November, and would remain open 
until 12th November to enable the public to 
view it and to plant individual crosses. Our 
plot will be numbered 28. It will be surrounded 
by crosses and will have a Badge Cross planted 
by the London Branch. 

Mr. Cox, Chairman of the Medway Branch, 
replied for the visitors and thanked the London 
Branch for a most enjoyable evening. 

Mrs. E. Martin and Mrs. E. Brown were kept 
pretty busy at the service lift, but then/when 
Men of Kent and Kentish Men get together 
they always support home industries. * 

Songs were rendered by Mr. West*, Medway 
Branch, and Messrs. Goss, Scott and Jarvis, 
"London Branch. We hope to hear more of Mr. 
Jarvis. 

The fun went on until about 10.40 p.m., 
when those present linked hands round the 
room and sang the "Maori Farewell Song". 

This was organised and led by Mr. Daw, the 
visitors' Entertainments Secretary, and by 
Taffy Morgan of the London Branch. It was 
very well sung and made a nice ending to a 
very enjoyable evening. 

Mrs. R. J. Collins, wife of our Assistant 
Secretary, was in hospital and therefore unable 
to be present. It must have been a great 
disappointment to her as she does so much for 
our Branch and attends every function. We 
hope she is quite well by now. 

Will any member who changes his address 
please notify the Secretary, as so many letters 
are being returned "Unable to deliver", "Not 
known". In six days this month 132 have 
been returned to sender. Lots of members are 
not receiving the "News letter" and no doubt 
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wonder why ; they may even feel they are 
being neglected. There may be as many as 
300 members whose address is not in our 
possession. Much money is being wasted on 
stamps and printing. 

Please write to the Secretary, E. Gould, 51 
Lincolns Inn Fields, W.C.2, if you ever make a 
change. 

COMMITTEE MEETING.—At the Committee 
Meeting on 12th October, the Minutes were 
read, passed and signed. 

It was proposed and carried that Mr. Collins 
organise a Christmas party for the Branch, to 
be held at Tufton Street and also to book the 
hall at the Bridge Hotel for an Annual Dance 
to be held in September, 1948. 

Mr. Collins outlined the programme for 
entertaining the party from the Medway 
Branch. 

Captain Emery proposed that a Badge Cross 
and a number of small crosses be purchased for 
our plot at the Field of Remembrance. 

Mr. Billings and Mr. Collins were selected to 
represent the Branch at the Annual General 
Meeting at Canterbury. 

HERE AND THERE. 
Captain "Birdie" Hopps was the only Buff 

at the Prince Alfred on the first Wednesday in 
October. "Come on, London Buffs." 

Joe Green wishes to be remembered to all 
Buffs, there must be many who know him, 
he enlisted about 1883. Joe Hawkins visits 
him regularly, but then old Joe brought young 
Joe to his first Branch meeting. 

Henry Rogers, of the 1 /4th, a Medway man, 
had a pleasant evening with G. A. Dillistone 
and C. Gibbs. They went to India together in 
1914. 

W. Wakefield is moving to Reading. 
A. A. Head renewed his acquaintance with 

G. Chapman, who was on the Regimental 
Police of the 8th Battalion, 1914. It was a 
perfectly friendly meeting. 

Taffy and Mrs. Morgan and three daughters, 
Joe and Mrs. Goss and Peggy and Sgt. Cox 
made a merry party. The three sergeants were 
seniors when our President joined the Battalion 
at Gibraltar. 

Sgt. Cox of the Medway and C.S.M. Saunders, 
2nd Battalion, renewed an old friendship. 

Mr. Beard is shortly paying a visit to T. 
Ryalls at a Sanatorium at Benenden, Kent. 

"Trousers" Sales, 2nd Battalion, Medway, 
has visited us before. He was a pretty good 
footballer at Wellington. I would like to see 
him performing on the Gymkhana ground once 
more or race him from Wellington up to OOty. 

Archie Field and Peacock were recalling old 
times at school and later when they served in 
the 2nd Battalion. 

R.S.M. Bell, 5th Battalion, was well supported 
by Messrs. Shilling, Ash, George, Templeton 
and Chenie. 

Bob Billings rode to Shooters Hill on the 
coach to speed the departing visitors on their 
way. 

May we have many more such evenings, 
not only with the Medway Branch,^but with all 
others. It was most gratifying to see so many 
of the men who served in the late war and if 
they continue to support us in such strength 
there is no limit to what the Association can do. 

All entertainments run by the London Branch 
are organised by young men and if I may say 
so, most efficiently. 

In closing these notes I would ask all members 
to bring along any exBuffs they may meet. 

Best wishes from the London Branch to all 
other Branches. 

E.C.W.G. 

LADIES' GUILD. 
A meeting was held at The Prince Alfred 

Restaurant, Tufton Street, Westminster, on 
Saturday, 1st November, with Mrs. D. E. 
Spinner in the Chair. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read 
and signed. 

The Chairman, Mrs. Spinner, thanked the 
members for their letters and kind messages 
during her indisposition. 

REGRETS.—The following members wrote 
regretting their inability to attend : Mrs. Neale 
Dalton, Mrs. and Miss Enright, Mrs. Carter, 
Mrs. Chichester, Mrs. Austin, Mrs. Cobb, Mrs. 
Buxton and Mrs. Collins. 

SICK.—Members were pleased to hear that 
Mrs. Collins, who had undergone an operation, 
was making satisfactory progress, and hope 
she may soon be back amongst us. 

WELCOME.—Mrs. Vaughan was welcomed, 
being her first visit since the war years ; also 
Miss Evans, a nurse at The Royal Cambridge 
Homes, who brought news of Mrs. Perry and 
Mrs. Draper and two hew members, Mrs. 
Haslett and Miss Stevens. 
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CENOTAPH SUNDAY. It was announced that 
as in previous years, the crosses would he 
planted in the Field of Remembrance, when 
members were asked to make every effort to 
be present. 

DANCE.—The London Branch are holding a 
Dance at The Prince Alfred on 13th December. 
Tickets 2/ from Mr. Collins, 90 Queenswood 
Road, S;E.23* 

RAFFLES.—Our most sincere and grateful 
thanks to the following members who so kindly 
gave raffles: Mrs. Buxton, a jar of home 
preserved; 17/6 ; Mrs. Yapp, a set of mats, 8/3 ; 
Mrs. Enright, a jam dish, 12/; Mrs. Odell aiid 
Mrs. Love, writing pad and Coffee, 16/. 

HIRE OF ROQM;—Mrs. Neale Dalton very 
kindly paid £1 for the hire of the room, and we 
do so appreciate her kind thought, as it means 
eight members'subscriptions each meeting. 

D.E.S.x 

Dover Branch. 
The Monthly Meeting of the Dover Branch 

was held at the Eagle Hotel on Thursday, 6th 
November, 1947, Mr. Hart was in the Chair. 
Among the visitors to the meeting was Major 
Peareth, General Secretary, Captain and Q.M. 
Rowcliffe, P.o.M/. Camp at Langdon, who may 
be rememberetf as an exBandsman of the 
Battalion, and Mr. Banks of Shepherdswell. 

The General Secretary gave us some inter
esting news of the Regiment, and his presence 
at the meeting was much appreciated. Mr. 
Collins (Treasurer) gave his report. Mr. Mills 
(Secretary) gave all the necessary particulars 
re the Service at the local Armistice Service. 
Unfortunately it turned out very wet. 

The collection for Branch Funds realized 12/. 
A Cribbage Board and four packs of cards 

were given, which will be put to use during the 
winter months. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 194748.—Presi
dent : Colonel Crookenden ; Chairman : Major 
Hart; ViceChairman : Mr. Middleton; Sec
retary : Mr. Mills ; Treasurer : Mr. Collins; 
Committee : Messrs. Mead, Steel, Brown, Tun
Bridge, Carter, Deal, Holloway, Hopper, Ross, 
Finn, Barker and Captain Cole. 

RIFLE CLUB.—Reported on by Mr. Mills, 
who. said ther Branch was leading in their 
Division, having won three shoots out of three. 
Ad excellent: start for the new season. ^ 

1MLH. 

Medway Branch. 
A lot of members had much to say on the 

subject of the recent journey to London, where 
they were the guests of London Branch. The 
evening was spent in the best traditional 
manner. The only note of regret that could be 
detected in the members' remarks was some
thing about the beer running out too soon ! 
It is not certain if this was due to the capacity 
of the visitors, their hosts, or an under estimate 
on the part of somebody else. They do say, 
however, that the rum is not too bad. 

Among domestic affairs, the finances of the 
Sports Committee occupied attention. It must 
be admitted that they are none too bright at 
the moment, but iall will be well, we have no 
doubt, under that energetic organiser, Mr. 
T. E. Wallis, who is so ably backed by Mr. 
W. H. Daw. 

It is with much regret that, we are unable to 
report any improvement in our Secretary. 
Several of our members, we are glad to note, 
had paid him a visit, and found him full of 
fight, as indeed a Buff should be. By the time 
this appears it is the wish of us all that he will 
be recovered sufficiently to be back at his old 
place. 

We also want to know what progress is being 
made with the. proposed reunion of the 1/4th. 
There were quite a crowd of the old gang at 
Canterbury last August and they even got as 
far as getting Captain Whitfield to promise to 
organise some gettogethereffort. What about 
it, Sir ? 

J. 

LADIES' GUILD. 
The Monthly Meeting was held on October 

24th. Mrs. King Holt (Chairman) presided, 
supported by Mrs. Barton (ViceChairman), 
Mrs. Rowlands (Treasurer) and Mrs. Sellens 
(Hon. Secretary). 

The Minutes were read and accepted, pro
posed by Mrs. Valpy and seconded by Mrs. 
Griffith. Mrs. Holt said she was sure the 
members would be very sorry to hear that 
Mr. A. Moorey, Hon. Secretary of the Men's 
Branch, was very ill and in the name of all 
members she would ask the Secretary to send 
a letter wishing him a speedy recovery. 

Whist was enjoyed, during the afternoon; 
Mrs. Valpy carried out the duties of M.C. 

Mrs. Sellens presented the»prizes. Tea was 
served by Mrs. Skinner and Mrs. Birch. 
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On October 31st a party of 32 members paid 
a visit to Canterbury and after lunching at 
Little Cafe, Burgate Street, went to Evensong 
at the Cathedral, where a very nice service was 
held. A lovely bowl of roses was placed by the 
Book of Life. Tea was taken at the Little 
Cafe, where the party was joined by Mrs. 
Findlay., We were all very pleased to see her 
and to know she was mjich better. 

The visit was much enjoyed by all, home being 
reached at 7 p.m. 

Obituary. 

MR. A. J. Moorey died at his home at 
Chatham on the eleventh day of the 

eleventh month, 1947, and Medway Branch 
lost the services of a keen and able Secretary. 

His association with the Regiment started 
when he enlisted in 1908, and 1914 found him 
serving in the 1st Battalion. He was with them 
for the greater part of the war and was awarded 
the Belgian Croix de Guerre for bravery in 
action on 6th November, 1915. On his dis
charge he interested himself in the welfare of 
exservicemen, and for some years he was 
ViceChairman of the British Legion, Chatham 
Branch, where he served on their benevolent, 
entertainment and employment committees. 
He also worked for the interest of exservicemen 
through the Past and Present Association, 
having joined on his discharge and for the past 
ten years being Honorary Secretary of the 
Medway Branch. During the whole of that 
time his keenness to persuade others to join 
was always in evidence—especially among those 
with whom he worked in H.M. Dockyard. His 
experience in welfare work was very useful in 
the branch and quite a lot of work of this nature 
was don$ by him, especially in recent years, 
though it was almost unknown to most of the 
members of the branch. 

He was doing this work for the benefit of 
others up to the last few days of his life, and on 
Saturday, 15th November, a number of his old 
comrades in The Buffs and the British Legion, 
with their draped standard, paid their last 
respects at Chatham cemetery. The Union 
Jack covered the coffin and a drummer sounded 
the last post and reveille. There were represent
atives of The Buffs Ladies' Guild and the 
Women's Section of the British Legion also 
present. 

The sympathy of the branch and many friends 
in the Medway towns goes out to Mrs. Moorey 
and her daughters in their bereavement. 

Ramsgate Branch 
It was a pleasure to have Major Peareth at 

our October Meeting, also Captain Whitfield, 
Heme Bay members and their ladies. This 
Heme Bay visit made a splendid and successful 
meeting. Ramsgate are looking forward to 
their visit to Heme Bay in November. 

I agree with Colonel Howe that the public
ation in The Dragon of news of old Buffs is 
essential. 

In the October Dragon I saw Colonel L. B. 
Grant's name in the news. In my branch I have 
twenty members who served with this officer 
in the First World War. A visit by the Colonel 
any third Friday we should welcome. By the 
way, the only silver Cup we have left from 
Second World War is the "Grant Cup". I under
stand Ted Swendell is still looking for the 
other "Cups". We had quite a number, but 
they disappeared during the time 193945. 

Jim Bug den would be pleased to hear from 
5710 Fred Fowles, late 2nd Battalion, The 
Buffs. They served together in the Regiment. 

Now for the Meeting report 
The Ramsgate Branch of the Past and 

Present Association, The Buffs, entertained 20 
members of the Heme Bay Branch, together 
with their wives, at the monthly meeting held 
at the Freemason's Tavern, Ramsgate, on 
October 17th. . 

Eighty members of the Ramsgate Branch 
were present, under the Chairmanship of Mr. 
E. H. Swendell, who extended a very hearty 
welcome to Captain H. Whitfield, and the 
other members of the Heme Bay Branch. 

The Chairman was supported by Captain R. 
Morgan (ViceChairman), Major A. J. Peareth 
(Association Secretary), Captain W. Barton, 
Captain M. Smith, Captain H. Knight, Captain 
E. Carter and Mr. B. E. Knott (Hon. Secretary). 

In his introductory remarks, the Chairman 
mentioned that this was the first occasion that 
they had had the pleasure of entertaining the 
Heme Bay members and he trusted they would 
have a pleasant evening. He also extended a 
welcome to Major Peareth (Canterbury) and 
Captain Carter (Studd Hill), who had showed 
their interest in the branch by making the 
journey to Ramsgate. 

Reference was made to the illness of Messrs. 
W. Playford and R. Grainger, and it was stated 
that both members were making steady progress 
towards recovery. 
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Thanking the Ramsgate Branch for its great 
welcome, Major Peareth said it gave him great 
pleasure to be with them. He felt rather 
embarrassed when one member thought he was 
the Colonel of the Regiment, the Major jocularly 
remarked, but he was soon put at his ease. 

The speaker said he was delighted to see the 
fine spirit of Buff comradeship which existed at 
Ramsgate. He then proceeded to give news 
of the 2nd Battalion, which was stationed at 
Hong Kong, saying these men were maintaining 
the tradition of the Regiment, and also men
tioned the successful reforming of the 4th Buffs. 

Captain Whitfield, in a brief speech, thanked 
the Ramsgate Branch for its invitation to the 
Herne Bay Branch, and said that he found 
himself in more comfortable circumstances 
that evening than when he was stationed in the 
town in 1914, as a young subaltern. Ramsgate 
must have been considered an important place 
in those days, said the speaker, as he was sent 
to help take care of the town by sleeping on the 
boards at the old Paragon Hotel. The 4th 
Buffs, at the beginning of the First World 
War, did duty at vulnerable points in the Isle 
of Thanet, said Captain Whitfield. He wished 
the Ramsgate Branch further success. 

Apologies for absence were received from 
Major A. J. IJ. Taylor, Messrs. W. Wotton, 
A. Clinch, W. Playford and J. Elson. 

The business being concluded, Capt. Morgan, 
Chairman of the Social Committee, carried on 
with the entertainment, and provided refresh
ment for the visitors. The artistes were Mr. F. 
Rogers (pianist), Mr. J. Chamberlain (accor
dionist), and Mrs. W. Turner (vocalist). 

Singing and musical items were much enjoyed 
by all present, thus bringing a most successful 
gathering to a happy conclusion. 

Margate Branch. 
The Monthly Meeting of the Margate Branch, 

held at the "George and Dragon", Charlotte 
Square, on Wednesday, November 5th, was 
notable for a better attendance of members 
than has been the case during the summer 
months. The meeting was presided over by our 
Chairman, Captain Tilleard, supported by the 
ViceChairman, Mr. H. Tong, the Secretary, 
Mr. H. Ingram, and several members of the 
Committee. 

The Minutes of the last meeting having been 
read and passed, the principal business ensuing 
was a discussion of the arrangements for 
Armistice Day Parade, when, in conjunction 
with the British Legion, and other exService 

organisations, a Service of Remembrance is to 
be held at the War Memorial, which, with its 
surrounding Garden of Remembrance, stands 
within the shadow of the ruins of Trinity 
Church, blasted by the Luftwaffe in June, 
1940, and itself a reminder of the barbarity of 
modern war. 

Following this, Captain Tilleard gave us a 
little more information concerning the form
ation and future of "A" Company, 4th Battalion. 

We then had the pleasure of hearing Major 
Peareth give a resume of the effect, on Regi
mental Associations, of the reorganisation of 
the Army, with particular reference, of course, 
to the Past and Present Association, and the 
desirability of inducing the young exService 
man of the last war to join it. 

Finally, the meeting broke up into small 
"discussion groups", and so ended. 

Canterbury Branch 
The Monthly Branch Meeting was held at 

Rhodaus Town Club on Friday, November 7th. 
Mr. L. F. Parratt was in the Chair. A slight 
increase in the number of members' attending 
raises hopes that a few more may roll up. 

After the close of the meeting, crib and darts 
came into being, and as we now have the central 
heating in full swing everybody was kept warm, 
thanks to the efforts of Stoker Hackman. 

Our Saturday evenings continue to be the 
bright spots of the week and the Tuesday whist 
drives still go strong. 

Several good dart matches have been played 
at home and away, and those playing certainly 
hold their own. 

The Christmas Draw takes place at the Club 
at 8 p.m. on December 17th, and it is hoped 
that a good gathering will meet, some to go 
away smiling with the spoils of the Draw, and 
others not so happy ; but no doubt the festive 
spirit will be dominant in all apart from the 
luck of the Draw and the Budget. It is rumoured 
that in future a dozen will cost 2d., and nineteen 
ljd. ; "Hard luck, Ron, it's a partner you 
require, or ask Fred and Gill to supply a cycle 
lamp to help with the pegging". 

Canterbury Branch. 
HERNE BAY SUBBRANCH. 

On October 24th the Herne Bay SubBranch, 
together with their wives and one daughter, 
paid a visit to the Ramsgate Branch. Ramsgate, 
of course, gave us a thorough welcome. First 
we attended the Branch Meeting, and w$re 
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much impressed by the attendance. fWe would 
like to congratulate the Chairman and the 
Hon. Secretary on the results of what must 
mean a great deal of work. 

The rest of the evening we found all too 
short for what had to be said among old friends 
and new ones. There was good music, too, and 
when we had to go, we found it hard to drag 
ourselves away. 

The Herne Bay SubBranch was honoured 
on the 12th by a return visit from the Ramsgate 
Branch. They brought their ladies with them. 
We were also very glad to see their President, 
Captain N. Taylor, and Mrs. Taylor, and also 
Captain and Mrs. Carter, of London Branch. 

We had a very happy and friendly evening. 
Wherever the Ramsgate Honorary Secretary 
and their Social Secretary are, there is sure to 
be a riot of the right kind. No doubt even if 
they visited an asylum—of the deaf and dumb— 
there would be an outburst of chatter and song. 
Ramsgate brought with them musical talent of 
a high order and we sighed for the old licensing 
hours of many years ago, but we hope to meet 
again soon. 

Folkestone Branch. 
The November Meeting was held at the Club 

on Tuesday, 11th, under the Chairmanship of 
Lieut.Colonel C. E. Wilson, with branch 
officers and about 20 members. 

The Minutes for October were read and 
adopted. 

INVITATION TO HERNE BAY BRANCH.—This 
was confirmed for Tuesday, December 9th, and 
will be an interbranch games night. Will all 
members desirous of going please inform Mr. 
T. Fordred, Hon. Secretary, as soon as possible. 
Bus fare 4/. 

We have also received an invitation to the 
Sittingbourne Branch on Saturday, January 
10th, when a Smoking Concert is being held. 
This is open to all members and their wives. 
Names please to the Hon. Secretary, or on the 
notice board in the Club Room. 

One old comrade, Jack Vallintine, is un
fortunately still out of action through illness. 
He was made a life member of the Past and 
Present Association in September ; and mem
bers of the Buffs Club recently had much 
pleasure in presenting him with an illuminated 
address, in recognition of his long service and 
efforts on the Club's behalf. 

The best wishes of all members, Jack ! 

Three members of the original "F" Company, 
1 /4th Battalion, Messrs. A. Orchard, W. Page 
and R. Richardson, paid a special visit to Herne 
Bay recently, on the invitation of Major R. E. 
Harbord, who was in command of the Company 
in 1914. We understand that they had a very 
happy time with their old comrades ; also that 
Bill finished up very well by clearing his 
evening's expenses on the old "Mudhook". 

The monthly collection realised 9/. 
T.L.H. 

Deal Branch. 
LADIES' GUILD. 

Our Meeting was opened at 2.30 p.m. on 
November 5th, Mrs. Hulke, Mrs. Maxted and 
Mrs. Gainey being present. Excuses for absence 
were received from our Chairman, Mrs. East, 
and Mrs. Finnis, owing to illness. 

We welcomed back two old members. 
A Social was arranged for November 20th. 
A collection was made for a member whose 

husband is very ill. 
Congratulations were sent to Mrs. Leney on 

her Diamond Wedding. 
Raffles were numerous, so two were picked 

and the others put over for social prizes. Tea 
was served, given by Mrs. Andrews. So ended 
a happy meeting. 

Faversham Branch. 
Nineteen members were present at our 

monthly meeting held on 6th November at the 
"Ship" Hotel, Faversham. 

Final details were arranged for our annual 
dance to be held at the Institute on November 
27th. This function we hope will be a huge 
success and part of proceeds will be devoted to 
the Memorial Fund. 

Bar and catering is'in the capable hands of 
Mr. MumfordCooke, who has been a very great 
friend and help to the Branch in all its activities. 

The visit of the Canterbury Branch was a 
huge success and a good evening was enjoyed 
by all. We were honoured by the presence of 
Alderman Phil. Johnson, who delivered a 
monologue in wonderful style. 

It is hoped to arrange more social evenings 
during the winter months. 

New members are rolling in to swell the 
numbers of the Branch. 

E.E.C. 

/ 



278 T H E  D R A G O N  

2nd Battalion. 
'"PHIS month the sad news 
* of 2/Lieut. Ron Baker's 

death shocked us all. He 
left us for LIAP only a 
month before and was a 
very fit and active man. 
He was well liked by both 
officers and men, and the 
Battalion offers its deepest 
sympathy to his family in 
their great loss. 

The companies have now 
settled down in their new 
locations after a lot of 
uncertainty as to exactly 
where they would be. At 

first it was intended that "B" and "C" Com
panies would move to Murray Barracks and 
that Battalion Headquarters and the remainder 
of the Battalion would be accommodated in 
Stanley Barracks. Then we received the 
unexpected news of the arrival of another 
Battalion in the Colony, the 1st Inniskilling 
Fusiliers. As a result of this, "B" and "C" 
Companies moved to Lyemun Barracks, the 
remainder of the Battalion moved to Stanley 
Barracks and the Inniskilling Fusiliers took 
over Murray Barracks. 

The Battalion has now settled down after 
these moves and everybody is training hard. 
We continue to send as many men as possible 
to Stonecutters Range each week to classify 
for their pay and we are pleased to report that 
as a result of a drive on Weapon Training the 
standard of shooting is now going up con
siderably. 

The Battalion welcomed the arrival of the 
InniskilHrig Fusiliers by throwing a large 
Cocktail Party in the Officers' Mess at Stanley, 
to which over 400 guests were invited, including 
the Governor, G.O.C., Officers of the Inniskilling 
Fusiliers and numerous other people holding 
official positions, including a large number of 
civilians. This party was organised by Captain 
Bossom, who had a committee of people working 
under him. It was extremely well organised 
and turned out to be a huge success, every 
detail having been catered for. 

We also entertained the G.O.C., together 
with his A.D.C. and G.I. and the C.O. of the 
Inniskilling Fusiliers two weeks ago, when we 
also had a very successful party. 

The arrival of the Strathnaver and Devonshire 
recently brought us the following eagerly 

awaited . officers : Captain Knight, Lieuts. 
Berryman, Willox, Eastman, Webber, Summers, 
Hamilton and 2/Lieuts. Cobb and Makinnon. 
These have now all been posted to companies 
and are assisting with our training drive. 

The position of the teams of the Battalion 
Basket Ball League is now as follows :— 

No. 4 Platoon, B.H.Q., No. 12 Platoon, No. 
9 Platoon, Pioneer Platoon, No. 7 Platoon* 
No. 5 Platoon, No. 8 Platoon, M.T. Platoon, 
Mortar Platoon, No. 2 Platoon, Q.M. and 
M.T. Platoon, Signals Platoon, No. 10 
Platoon, No. 3 Platoon, No. 11 Pl&toon, 
No. 1 Platoon, No. 6 Platoon. 

We shall have the final results of this by next 
month. 

By this time we hope that football will have 
started again. During the summer all football 
pitches have been put out of bounds in order 
to allow the grass to grow. Owing to the 
mountainous nature of the country, there is a 
shortage of good pitches in the Colony, and 
those that we have were played on last season 
until there was hardly a blade of grass left 
growing on any pitch. We hope to be playing 
again very soon and are already searching 
round amongst our recent arrivals for talent. 

The Empress of Scotland has just robbed us 
of Major Harris St. John and Captain Bossom 
on leave, and Major Bailey has temporarily 
taken over the duties of 2 i/c. 

The G.O.C. recently visited the Battalion on 
Training, accompanied by the Commanding 
Officer, and was satisfied with everything he 
saw. 

That completes our news for this month. 
We send our best wishes to all Buffs at home. 

It was with very real sorrow and a feeling of 
shock that we heard of the death on LIAP of 
2/Lieut. Ron Baker. He had only been with 
the Battalion for about six months, but that 
was long enough for us to learn what a very 
good officer, in all senses of the word, he was. 
He was very popular with his platoon arid 
nothing was too much trouble for him where 
his men were concerned ; it was impossible not 
to be imbued with some small measure of the 
tremendous energy and thoroughriess which he 
displayed. He always set a very fine example 
for his men to follow and as some reward, 
although Ron would have been the last to ask 
for any reward, he was selected to carry the 
Regimental Colour, both on the Memorial 
Parade fdr the King of Denmark and ori the 
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King's Birthday Parade. In addition to his 
job as Platoon Commander he also carried out 
the duties of Battalion Sports Officer for about 
three months ; here he again displayed the 
same energy and care and the success of the 
Albuhera Day sports was in no small measure 
due to his untiring efforts. 

But above all we shall remember him for his 
unfailing cheerfulness under all conditions. 
All those who came in contact with him mourn 
the passing of a very good friend and our 
deepest sympathy goes out to his family in 
this sudden and tragic loss which we share 
with them. 

H.Q. Company. 
MORTAR PLATOON. 

At the present the Motar Platoon is just about 
recovering from their ordeal of a shoot which they had 
in the new Territories. Press photographer Isherwood 
(61 Group) and his detachments caused the highlights 
of the daywhen hj^ expert number two put a bomb 
down the barrel nose first. There was no need for the 
order "Down" ! as 61 Group was away with 75 as a close 
second ! 

As could be expected, the platoon excelled itself in 
brewing up, but appreciated the kindness of a nearby 
missionary who wound up the day by inviting us to tea. 

So the new members of the platoon have had their 
first initiation of a shoot and are eagerly looking forward 
to the next. 

LIAP has taken its toll again by way of Jorgensen 
and Jensen, but has returned with smiling faces Lofty 
Lee and Milland, who still think that there is no place 
light Blighty. 

So once again we close, wishing all the best and good 
luck to our comrades in The Buffs and Civvy Street. 

PIONEER PLATOON 
This month has seen quite an amount of activity in 

the platoon. An enjoyable day was had by all at the 
beginning of the month, when we accompanied the 
Mortar Platoon on one of their shoots. While firing was 
in progress we held a small demolition course which 
proved a great success. (How fast, Cook ?) 

We all welcome back to the platoon over again 
Ernie Alders and McGregor, who returned recently 
from LIAP. Also we welcomed some new faces, Taylor, 
and Lloyd, and we hope their stay is enjoyable. 

In the field of sport the platoon shines to be top of 
the Basket Ball League (for the moment, anyway). 
Keep it up, lads ! 

M.T. PLATOON. 
August found us bidding farewell to several members 

of the platoon. Pte. "Puggled" Howard, the oldest 
serving member of the battalion, Ptes. "Humour" 
Meaker, Hill. Field and Harrington, and of course Pte. 
"Mad" Martyr, who ended his stay with the battalion 
by being towed back from town on his very last night at 
0200 hours. We wish them all the best for their future. 
We'll miss 'em all ! 

We are pleased to welcome in their places Ptes. Horn, 
Kelly, Cocken, Billinghurst, Bignell, Raffel, Arms, 
Madsen, Lee and Marsh, who have heard the rilmour 
that the M.T. is steady. I wonder what they'll think 
when they've done a couple of Suiiday duty drivers. 

And lastly we must welcome our new clerk, Pte. Hall, 
a lad from Bra(t)dford, who assures us it's "proper 
champion" up there. 

The vehicles from Murray Barracks have now joined 
us up here at Stanley and paint which was used with a 
carefree hand at Murray has been covered with some 
appropriatelooking colour. No more blue bumpers, 
Biggs, please ! 

We were very pleased to welcome Mrs. Jacobson in 
August and we hope she will enjoy her stay in Hong Kong 
with her husband. Incidentally Pte. Jacobsen has now 
joined the "Elite" (Jeeps). We wonder what the idea 
of this was. I wonder if he thought his wife would find 
a Jeep more comfortable than a 15cwt. 

Pte. Neilsen, H., is looking forward to S'eptember. 
He hopes to make up for some of the sleep he has lost in 
August. Captain Bossom goes home in early September. 

The M.T. have now completed their fixtures in the 
Basket Ball League, having won six games out of the 
seventeen that were played. A creditable performance, 
but one would think they would have done a lot better 
if Captain Sutcliffe had concentrated more on throwing 
them into the net, instead of putting them in. 

We welcome back Ptes. "Gerry" Baldock and 
Summersett, who tell us they are out here for the 
second time. These LIAP "Wallahs"—the stories they 
tell ! 

We must close now. There goes that telephone again ! 
"Has anyone seen Cpl. Frankish's paint brushes ?" 
No ! but Palmeiri is doing liberty for the sixth time this 
week. 

"A" Company. 
Our main topic, of course, is our handover to the 1st 

Battalion Inniskilling Fusiliers, and our subsequent 
move from Murray Barracks to Stanley—that wilder
ness which is really so enchanting at night—nice rain, 
nice wind, and a nice distance to the bright lights. 
However, we are not grumbling, we have had our fill 
of being right on the brink of brightness, and our 
complexions and paybooks are beginning to take on a 
healthy glow again. 

We took over from "B" Company on arrival at Stanley 
and the block, apart from the odd broken windows and 
"10 sheets down", is very comfortable and, we think, a 
little better constructed for this climate than those at 
Murray. 

The company was left "Touteul" at Murray to foster 
in the "Skins" and after several postponements they 
finally arrived, marching from Queen's Pier in F.S.M.O. 
The handover went very well and soon Murray became 
Irish Territory as by 1600 hours The Buffs were just a 
memory, and en route to seclusion. 

Once again "The Troopers" have borne away another 
"Group" and the company has lost more of its old 
soldiers and personalities. We send with them our 
best wishes for Civ vie Street and all the joys they 
expect to find. C.S.M. "Bert" Batson will be missed by 
all ranks, and has left an empty space in the Mess with 
his rendering of "Barra Boy" and "Picking all the big 
ones out". Maybe if we should meet him at a later date 
we will be able to purchase a bag of peanuts at the 
reduced rate. 
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Sport has necessarily been curtailed this past month 

owing mainly to the inclement weather and partly due 
to the move. However, indoor sports have come to the 
fore. Two darts competitions with our Champs going 
all out. We lost to "D" Company by a narrow margin 
of that last "Double", but regained honours against 
Admin. Company, trouncing'them by two clear games. 
Billiards—out of three games we lost one to "B" Com
pany by 11 points, and won two, against "D" Company 
and Admin. Company by 9 and 31 points respectively. 
Tombola was introduced by Captain Gardener for the 
company and was quite a success, especially the buck
shee "char and wads". 

Recent arrivals and changes within the company have 
been Lieut. James ex Empress of Scotland, looking very 
fit and'eager for work. C.S.M. Pawley has taken over 
the duties of C.S.M. Batson ; Pte. Weston for Pte. 
Leerbeek as Company Clerk ; Pte. Jones has taken over 
th^ duties of Company Storeman from Cpl. Barrett. 
With this introduction of new blood and the fresh air 
of Stanley we step off with confidence to another month. 

We are now searching for talent for a Company Con
cert Party,, a thing which we have never attempted 
beforehand hope to be able to give further news of this 
next month. 

"B" Company. 
The company has now settled down with their old 

friends, "C" Company, in. Lyemun Barracks. We are 
therefore now just where we were four months ago 
before moving to Stanley Barracks. This is a delightful 
spot overlooking the bottleneck into Hong Kong 
Harbour and from here we get an excellent closeup 
view of all the ships coming in and going out. Recent 
ships have brought to us Cpl. Golding, L/Cpl. Wanstall 
and Ptes. Shumann and Conlin. Most of these lucky 
people will only be here for another six weeks before 
they return to England again on release. L/Cpl. Ringrose 
left us on the Scythia two weeks ago for a base job at 
REME Workshops, Singapore, having been selected for 
this by the War Office Selection Board. 

Today, the Empress' of Scotland robbed us of Cpl. 
Oliver and Ptes. Bolden,. Barrington, Collinson, Ford, 
Hancock, Munch, Mills, Norton, Nettleship and Smith, 
E., all of whom were going on release in 60 Group. 
We shall lose approximately 30 N.C.O.s and men in 61 
and 62 Groups, and so unless we receive some reinforce
ments in the near future, it looks as if our numbers are 
going to be rather depleted. . 

The Annual Swimming Championships of the Colony 
are going to be held on September 27th/ and we are 
pleased to be able to report that we have five entries in 
this, and are looking for a. good result. No. 4 Platoon 
still .continues to head the Basket Ball League, and 
provided, their team is not depleted by postings, release, 
etc., we have high hopes that they will win it. 

We run a billiards and snooker team headed by Pte. 
Bunting and take on all and sundry at Stanley Barracks 
each week, and we are now in the process of trying to' 
get together another boxing team. We are eagerly 
awaiting the start of the new football season and are 
already in the process of sorting out a team worthy of 
living up to the past tradition of the company. 

Pte. Webb, our Armourer, continues to sing louder 
and louder each day as his release draws near, much to 
the annoyance of the Company Commander, whose 
office is in the next room., Webb has now been given 
set hours during which he can exercise his vocal cords, 
i.e., prior to halfpast eight in the morning, 1030 to 
.1100 hours, the lunch hour and after halfpast four at 
night. T > 

We are pleaseci to welcome Lieut. Hamilton as our new: 
Sec^^fLCo^mandrlfie first we have, had since 
Captain Roberts left us to take over Command of 
Adtuin. Company^ 

Company. 
The month of August has done quite a lot to "C" 

Company. In the first place we have changed our 
locatio'n. On the 14th of the month we marched from 
Stanley to Lyemun Barracks—a nice little walk of about 
seven or eight miles, and it did not worry anyone to see 
the 58 and 59 Groupers sailing past in M.T. with the 
baggage. By the way, what was "B" Company doing 
on that day ? „ 
At all events, ourselves and "B" Company now form a 

detachment at Lyemun,and the general concensus of 
opinion seems to be that we are better off out here than 
in the gloom of Murray Barracks, where we would have 
been if the Inniskilling Fusiliers had not come to Hong 
Kong. We took over the barracks (which we were in 
only a little over four months ago) from the Chinese 
Cadre of the Hong Kong Volunteer Defence Corps, so 
it took us a little time to settle down, and for at least a 
week We got down to the business of cleaning the place 
up, and had a break from training.. 

The rest of the month was largely affected by the 
weather, which has been awful, and the rain has caused 
many plans to be altered at the Hist moment. Nearly 
half the company spent a week over on Stonecutters 

"Island, which lies out West of the harbour, firing its 
Annual W.T. Course? Apart from shooting results,it 
was a good change for all, and the Royal Marines, who 
run the show over there, taught us one or two things. 

The arrival and departure of the ships Strathnaver 
and Devonshire made its mark on the company.. Many 
oldtime members of the company said goodbye, a 
number returned to. fill their places, and we were able to 
welcome a crowd of new faces. We wish the best of good 
luck in the future to Sgt. Webb, Cpl. Grant, L/Cpl. 
Gooch and Ptes. Miller, McWilliam, Wilkin, F. Williams, 
and last but not least to our Company Runner, Pte! 
Preston. With them went 'Ptes. Cripps and Lindeman 
on LIAP. It was good to see such a number return, 
even though many of them may be off again before long. 
This refers to Sgt.' jenner, Cpls. Wright and Brinsford, 
Ptes. Bigg, Chaplin, Newman, Staples and Thorn, who 
return from LIAP. We sympathise with Pte. Bigg, 
who almost immediately had to fly home again for 
compassionate reasons. This month we welcome to 
"C" Company the followingCaptain P. F. Wilson, 
our. new SecondinCommand, 2/Lieut. McKinnon, 
C.Q.M.S. Horn, Sgt. O'Brien, Ptes. Casey, Bollard, 
Parker, Reynolds, Rudd, Welton and Walker. Finally, 
we cannot close without a word of regret at the departure 
of our Company Clerk, L/Cpl. Moo, who has risen to the 
dizzy height of P.R.I.'s Clerk at Battalion H.Q. Nobody 
is indispensable, but the Company Office has lost a 
certain something. 

"D" Company. 
It was with.great sorrow that we heard of the death on 

LIAP of 2/Lieut. Ron Baker. He was always an 
energetic, painstaking and efficient officer, and a very 
cheerful and lovable personality, who will be sadly 
missed by all ranks who knew him. 

After many prevarications and alarms, and rumours of 
alarms, "D" Company is now' ensconced in Stanley ~ 
Fort, a  pleasant spot some 800 feet up and almost 
surrounded by sea. But in the words of the old poem* 
"Water, water everywhere, but never a drop to drink" 
(much less ,to bath iji) ; water is ourjinaiq p^oblqna, as dt 
has become almost as valuable as other more refreshing 
liquids. 
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I suppose the main event of the month has been the 
move ; a lot of people were fortunate enough to find 
themselves on guard the night before and so excused the 
march ; others found their way on to advance and rear 
parties and other parties which moved on wheels, so that 
the marching part of the company was only some 50 
strong ; however, they set out from Murray and in 
1 hour 35 minutes reached Repulse Bay, where tiffin 
was eaten and sore feet were bathed for two hours. 
The second part of the march on one of the hottest days 
we have had, it would be kinder to draw a veil over, 
especially the last killing hill up to Stanley, but in spite 
of complaints that the Company Commander was 
trying to run them off their feet, the company arrived in 
good heart (although a few more weary brethren fell by 
the wayside) and soon settled into Stanley. 

This month we have said goodbye to C.S.M. Bernard 
Farmer, who left us on release ; to him we wish all the 
best of luck in Civvy Street, and to his successor, C.S.M. 
Turmaine, we extend a hearty welcome. Cbngratulations 
to C/Sgt. Pawley on his wellearned promotion to C.S.M. ; 
we are very sorry to lose him, but are lucky to get 
C/Sgt. Coleman in his place. The Armoury does not 
seem the same place without L/Cpl. Stan Atkins, 
who has gone on release. Others to leave us for Blighty 
are L/Cpl. Teden, Ptes. English, Gillen, Goddard, 
Booth,. Acott, Comminetti, Keeble, Hayward and 
Wolfe ; and on the credit side we welcome Sgt. Diamond 
and the six men he brought with him ; his own stay with 
us was all too short, as his prowess as a W.T. Instructor 
has led to him being "grabbed" as a Cadre Instructor. 

The Basket Ball League is still in being, with No. 12 
Platoon holding on in second place in spite of the loss of 
such stalwarts as Goddard on release and Stone on 
LIAP. L/Cpls. Cribben and Munchin and Pte. Bill 
Adams were also lucky enough to draw LIAP, but the 
loss of Adams in the Company Office was offset by the 
return, for all too short a time, of L/Cpl. "Chota" 
Spickett from LIAP. Speaking of LIAP, for the last 
few days in spite of the rain the company has been lit 
up by the smile of Pte. Fardoras, who is just off on 
LIAP, much to the consternation of the Company 
Commander,, to whom he is batman. 

Personalia.—Continued from p. 264. 

Colonel A. J. D. Rose has returned to his 
duties overseas by air, having spent two 
months leave at home during which he stayed 
with many of his friends. 

Lieut.Colonel M. P. D. Dewar is proceeding 
with him to take up an appointment as G.S.O.I 
to an Airborne Division. 

We are glad to hear from 6284947 exPrivate 
A. M. Duncan, late 1st Battalion, that he has 
obtained employment at the Workman's Com
pensation Hospital Board, Malton, Toronto, 
where he finds the work interesting and the 
people most friendly. 

He writes : "I am just getting over the 
shock at seeing so much food. It is really 
incredible." 

Iflllllf 
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We invite the attention of our readers to our 
remarks in para (e) of Correspondence on p. 270. 

Beneath Bell Harry. 
r ^ C T O B E R  h a s  
^^passed without 
a n y  m a j o r  e v e n t  
taking place, though 
we have received final 
confirmation of the 
report that No. 3 
P.T.C., along with all 
others, will finish its 
brief career early next 
year. The last intake 
of G.S.C. recruits is at 
present scheduled for 
5th February. 

This is indeed dis
couraging news for 

those who have worked so hard to make the 
P.T.C. a going concern, but our readers will be 
relieved to hear that the Regimental Depot 
at least will continue to exist in these barracks 
in one form or another. 

Inspecting officers have turned their attention 
this way again during the month, among them 
being the District Commander, MajorGeneral 
GregsonEllis, who lunched in the Mess after 
his inspection. His deputy, Brigadier Knox, 
had visited us about a fortnight previously. 

For the past few weeks the detachment which 
we are providing for the Lord Mayor's Show 
has been practising assiduously ; incidentally 
affording several free shows for the citizens of 
Canterbury on its marches through the town. 
Major Lucas is commanding the detachment, 
with Lieut. MorganGrenville as his 2 i/c. 

In the field of sport the outstanding event 
was the Officers v Sergeants football match, in 
which the Sergeants struck their usual blow at 
discipline and prestige, winning by 6—3. Their 
victory, however, was by no means a walk
over ; at halftime the score was 1—1, and 
after another ten minutes the Officers were 
actually leading 3—1. At this point two 
things happened; Lieut. Gatehouse» one of 
the Officers' stoutest defenders, had to leave 
the field injured, and Bandmaster Foster 
decided to take the game seriously, with the 
result that the Officers' defence collapsed 
completely, conceeding five goals in about as 
many minutes, the Bandmaster being closely 
concerned in nearly all of them. 

The most spectacular feature of the match 
was the duel between Captain Papworth and 
Sgt. Knight, who periodically made bulllike 
rushes at each other ; the resultant crashes 
were awful to behold, but both parties 
miraculously came through unscathed. 
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The Depot soccer team has had fair success 
in the Amateur League, having lost two 
matches and won two. At rugger we have lost 
to No. 10 D.D.R.E., and the hockey team lost 
4—1 to S.A.S., Hythe, who have a very strong 
team. 

The abolition of the basic petrol ration has 
made unwilling pedestrians of several officers 
who were formerly firmly wedded to motor 
vehicles, and some bicycles of obscure vintage 
have appeared on the road, at least one of 
which will assuredly find a place in the 
Regimental Museum in years to come. 

The Staff continues to change, and, we extend 
a warm welcome to Captain Bossom, who takes 
over H.Q. Company from Captain Warren, 
shortly due for release. Captain Taylor has 
reappeared among us in civilian clothes as 
Admin. Officer in the Depot. 

Finally, our heartiest congratulations to 
Major Plumptre and Captain Ryves on the 
birth of their second and first sons respectively. 

Sergeants.' Mess. 
The Caterer having finally made the necessary profits 

to buy a civilian house, is at the moment enjoying a 
spot of leave and is moving in. Since the P.T.C. is likely 
to go into suspended animation at any moment, it was a 
good idea, Lofty 1 

In order to record for posterity some record of the 
serving members (at least, that was the reason given !) 
a photograph of the Mess along with the C.O., Adjutant 
and two Bandmasters has been taken. Since, however, 
the dress was strictly formal, it has been suggested that, 
in order that several persons should break in new boots 
and gaiters, a photograph should be organised more 
frequently. 

Sgt. Garratt has left us for civilian life, and we wish 
him all the best in his future. Sgt. Elson has taken over 
the former's work, in order that the Regimental History 
shall be handed over before we lose Major Dare, who is 
also leaviif^ for civilian life. As he, too, was a Mess 
member years gone by and an expert on everything of 
historical interest in the P.T.C. Museum, it is certain 
that Joe will get the picture of his new work very fully 
explained. The' best wishes of the Sergeants' Mess go to 
Major Dare on his wellearned retirement. 

The dance held recently was a distinct success and the 
new catering methods are a great improvement. A 
quarter of the hall being set out as sitting out place with 
the bar at the rear, makes the place far more homely 
and less like a Hammersmith Saturday evening. 

A new addition to the Mess furniture is a very fine 
radiogram which will, once the cold weather arrives, 
provide the means of indoor entertainment. It is 
rumoured that the R.S.M. is considering commencing 
dancing lessons for the nondancing members. 

The breakup of the P.T.C. seems inevitable some 
time in the New Year, and speculation is rife as to where 
everyone will go ; it seems a pity, as without doubt 
things were just beginning to straighten out and the 
prewar atmosphere was beginning to develop once 
more. However, we have the Winter before us and time 
to worry when the time comes. 

Congratulations to C.S.M. Champion on his new 
addition, another son. 

Very best wishes to the 2nd Battalion Mess, and it 
seems that some of us may be seeing you soon Also to 
other members, wherever you may be. 

Depot Company. 
The Annual Remembrance Sunday Parade was held 

this year on November 9th. In addition to 3 P.T.C. 
and Depot The Buffs and the Band, there were on parade 
the Old Contemptibles with their colours, the Eastern 
Command Signals from the Cavalry Barracks, the Pay 
Corps from the old Depot and the A.T.S. The service 
was conducted by the Padre, Lieut.Colonel F. W. K. 
Griffin, and the lesson was read by the Commanding 
Officer. After the service the parade marched past iff 
the Military Road, the salute being taken by the Com^ 
manding Officer, Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry. 

The following day a strong contingent of Buffs, 
headed by Major J. P. Lucas, Lieut. MorganGrenville, 
R.S.M. Cummings and the Band under Bandmaster 
Foster took part in the Lord Mayor's Show. Last year 
The Buffs contingent knocked spots off the Guards' 
unit in the parade and showed Londoners what the Men 
of Kent can really do. This year, however, they were 
up against the King's Gompany of Grenadier Guards. 
In spite of this competition, our lads still held their own. 

Soccer is very*much in the news these days. We are 
top of the interunit league, having bea,ten No. 1 Com
pany 4—1, but unfortunately losing to H.Q. 1—0. 
During the month an Officers versus Sergeants match 
was played ill which the Sergeants won 6—3. Lieut. 
Dawson scored one of the goals for the Officers ; those 
playing for the Sergeants included C.S.M. Faulkner, 
Bandmaster Foster, C.Q.M.S. Deighton, Sgt. Fox and 
Sgt. Clarke. 

Cpl. Williams was last week promoted to Band 
Sergeant to fill the vacancy left by Sgt. West going to 
the School of Music. I suppose we will get used to the 
sight of an arm with three stripes on it pumping a bass up 
and down on* parade. Congratulations, Sgt. Williams. 
Others to be promoted are L/Cpl. to Cpl. and Bandsman 
"Lynch to LanceCorporal. 

Captain* John Taylor is now in the midst of taking 
over from Major Dare. This will take some little time 
as the job is .very cumbersome, but in the near future 
Major Dare will be concluding his very notable Army 
career and taking a very wellearned holiday. 

Major F. G. Verlander, with some fortyeight, years 
service behind him, retired early this month. He is now 
residing at Tankerton. 

Major. Harris St. John came home from the 2nd 
Battalion on leave and straight away visited the Depot 
in search of stalwart Buffs wanting to visit Hong Kong, 
Captain Clive Bossom took over H.Q. Company from 
Captain John Warren this month. Captain Warren, it 
i$ believed, is going on the land. 
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Drummer johnny Clements, late of the 1st Battalion, 
looked in during the month and asked after his old 
friends. He is now running a domestic stores business 
in the vicinity of Sevenoaks. 

Lieut. Harry Cohen left the Depot for "Spivvy Street" 
after being with us for several months. He put in a 
lot of useful work for the Depot soccer team as manager 
and chief supporter. Also leaving us this month is Lieut. 
Bob Keown, who has been in the I.T.C., P.T.C. and 
Depot since 1945. He was administrative officer to the 
Depot when it was first reformed in December of last 
year in the old Depot barracks and was also Unit Sports 
Officer for some time. He is hoping to land a job in the 
B.B.C. Evidently their canteen is short of spudbashers. 
Lieut. Dawson is also leaving in the near future to attend 
a prerelease course. 

Headquarter Company. 
At the time of writing there is much concern being 

expressed among the personnel of H.Q. Company as 
to their ultimate fate after the threatened suspension 
of Primary Training Centres. Most of us have been 
stationed here for some time, and have grown quite 
attached to the Unit, Canterbury and each other. 
The thought of being posted to some faroff, foreign clime 
(inhabited chiefly by the yellowskinned race) is not 
exactly acceptable to the majority. It is noted, however, 
that a number of older married members of the com
pany are well to the fore in volunteering for service 
with the 2nd Battalion. Possibly they have also heard 
of the luxurious married quarters and the profusion of 
unrationed food obtainable in Hong Kong. 

This month sees the departure of Captain J. L. G. 
Warren. He has only been in command for a short 
while, but nevertheless has made many friends among 
all ranks. It is with regret that we wish him "Goodbye'', 
and a prosperous career as a farmer. Captain C. Bossam, 
late of the 2nd Battalion, succeeds ; and to him we 
extend a warm welcome. 

C.S.M. Champion returned from leave with a very 
worried look on his brow. Sympathetic enquirers were 
reassured to learn that his anxiety was not caused by 
the new baby (reported in last month's notes), but 
merely by the temporary loss of his minute dog. It is 
now learned that the dog was "borrowed" by the 
Company Storeman for use as a penwiper—fortunately 
resulting in no illeffects. 

Release Group 61 saw the final departure of "Prof." 
Kjolsen and Bill Irvine. To both these we wish success 
in their civilian vocations. Another member of the 
company to be congratulated is Lofty Simpson, A.C.C., 
who has recently attached himself to the married ranks. 
The writer presumes that everybody in the company 
already knows this, as Lofty has been endeavouring for 
the last month to borrow a "spiv" battle dress to wear 
at the altar. 

Nobody as yet has solved the mystery of "PUL
HEEMS". Sgt. Flight, who incidentally intends to sign 
on for a regular engagement, informs us that it is a 
quick way of getting released on medical grounds. 
An official announcement is eagerly awaited. 

No. 1 Company 
The month of October has passed very calmly, without 

anything that might be noted as an event looming on 
the horizon. 

The thought of the Lord Mayor's Show is in every
body's mind at the moment and it has been noted that 
several members of the P.S. have blancoed their belts, 
an unprecedented occurrence in these times of austerity. 

The Sergeants played the Officers at soccer recently. 
The match developed into a skirmish, and heavy casual
ties were suffered on both sides. The Sergeants won 
6—3, after the goalkeeper of the opposing team lost 
count. Several members of the Officers' team were 
observed to be hobbling around in different stages of 
dilapidation on the following morning—and walking 
sticks were being issued on application to the Company 
Stores. The C.S.M. was completely out of action for 
three days. The company team, playing in the Inter
Company League, beat No. 2 Company 4—3 and drew 
with Depot 4—4. Under the brilliant leadership of our 
"Skipper", the team hopes to rise to yet higher circles 
of success. One thing we are glad of is that the Labour 
Government cannot (yet) direct our forward line. It 
is heard that the referee has developed Battle Drill to a 
fine art, and even the whistle has some effect on the 
players. 

The untimely disappearance of millboards has caused 
consternation amongst members of the Permanent Staff. 
A certain officer has suddenly developed a tremendous 
keenness for sketching correct aims, consisting of very 
attractive shadows pasted on the back of cardboard 
boxes—evening training can be made interesting at 
times like this ! 

We welcome Sgt. Smith and L/Cpl. Thilthorpe into 
the Company. 

We would like to wish Lieut. Sandford all the best in 
his fight for existence in Civvy Street. 

No. 2 Company. 
This month in No. 2 Company began with our having 

high hopes for a great success in the Football League. 
Unfortunately something seems to have slipped and we 
occupy the bottom line. Still, we do have some excuse 
since Sgt. Knight, Cpls. Clarke, Mannering and Williams 
and Pte. Luck all play in the P.T.C. team and are not 
permitted to play for us. 

At the moment the barrel has been well and truly 
scraped for players and it is rumoured that our Admin. 
Staff has been seen running about getting out its "Boots 
Football". 

Someone, it has been said, suggested that our 
Permanent Staff stuck to their conker playing, at which 
Cpl. Williams is said to take near professional style. 

One of the highlights of the month was the Officers 
v Sergeants' match, during which some incredible sights 
were seen. The truly epic struggle between Captain 
Papworth and Sgt. Knight reminded one of the 
irresistible force meeting the immovable object. Captain 
Papworth also gave a very creditable imitation of a 
goalpost, so much so that the referee did not notice him 
on several occasions. 

The end of the month sees us getting ready for another 
parade, this time the Lord Mayor's Show, and by the 
preparations being made we should give a good account 
of ourselves. 

There were no demobilisations this month, but Lieut. 
Boston, Sgt. Galloway, Cpls. Taylor and Jensen all 
went away on prerelease courses. We hope that they 
heave learned all about the jobs they will get in Civvy 
Street. 
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Home Counties Brigade T.C., 
Training and Drafting are going along well in the 

company this month. After a temporary hold tip, the. 
last of the old drafts have vanished, no doubt with a 
cheer, bashing the dust of Shorncliffe from their boots. 
This morning* new drafts were formed, so at the moment 
there is a great hustle and bustle throughout the com
pany lines. Boots are being handed in for repair, 
denims, pay books, leave applications, in fact every one 
is on the move. 

Please do not misunderstand me. Not everyone has 
been drafted. There are still several long faces wandering 
about, waiting and hoping, as I was this time last month, 
but their turn will come the same as mine has. 

Cph (Tojo) Lewin has returned from sick leave, a mere 
shadow of his former self. The rest must have been too 
much for his hardy constitution ! Today he is to learn 
his fate, for at presenthe is away at the hospital having 
the plaster removed from his leg. Our friend Cpl. Paddy 
Lee has left us to take the M.P.S.C. Course at Colchester, 
so I expect we shall no longer see him about, as we all 
feel confident that he will prove a 100 per cent, success. 
We all wish him the very best. (I would like to, add a 
note of thanks to him for the invaluable help he gave me 
in compiling last month's notes.) Cpls. Harding and 
Middleton returned from leave only to be placed on a 
draft for the 2nd Battalion, so prepare for their return. 

It is with pleasure, that I teH you of the return of an 
exBuff, Pte. 622841 Skinner, E. W. G., late Sergeant. 
He has reinlisted under the Bounty Scheme. 

Sgt. Homewood tells me that they were chums before 
the war. I have also learnt from the same source that 
Skinner was known as "Limpet" in days gone by. 
Speaking of Sgt. Homewood, he has been bouncing 
along with an air of conscious pride lately. The reason— 
he has at last received a new uniform. For some time 
he has only possessed one uniform. The Q.M. had not a 
uniform in his stores to fit him—they were all too large, 
poor little fellow. But now he is contented. We feel 
that he was becoming a little browned off with the old 
one. 

At present I seem to be a very busy man, so I feel 
that it is necessary to bring my notes to . a conclusion. 
To all Buffs, wherever they may be, we send our greetings 
and  wish them all the best of luck. 

Telephone 2785 

PRANK J. 'SANGERS 
(EX BUFFS) 

l&tddter 
LICENSED DEALER IN CAME 

You cun rely upon the 
PRIVATE TRADER 
for Value. Courtesy and Service 

S&0/ 

H4N0RTHGATE St.. CANTERBURY 

4th Battalion. 
TRE BUf7f5 r\URING the past month 
' ^the Battalion has con

tinued to recruit new mem
bers steadily and as a result 
of a Selection Board held at 
Battalion H.Q. in Canter
bury we welcome Lieuts. 
Eames (Sittingbourne), 
Hannah (Folkestone) and 
Parslow (Tenterden) into 
our ranks. Another > well
known Buff to rejoin us is 
Salter (ex5th Battalion), 
and we hope that other 
members of the "Old Bri
gade" wiUfollowhisexample. 

When. mentioning the staff in last month's 
Dragon notes we regret that the names of 
C.S.M. Lewis and Sgt. Clark (late 1st Battalion) 
were omitted. Both have been rendering very 
valuable service in the Orderly Room during 
the past months and the former, having just 
finished his Colour Service (21 years), has now 
become one of our civilian clerks. 

We offer our congratulations to the Colonel 
on receiving his D.S.O. from H.M. The King at 
the Investiture held at Buckingham Palace on 
Tuesday, 28th October, 1947. 

The Adjutant has been away on a course 
for three weeks at Eastern Command and while 
he was away Major Burt took control of all 
the "G" and "A" matters. The course was run 
by Colonel J. G. Atkinson and our own C.O. 
conducted the cloth model exercise on 
"Defence". Whether or not it was by virtue 
ofthe fact that Geoffrey Cox knew the grounxi 
(MershamBrabourne Area) or because the 
other members of his syndicate thought he 
knew the school solution, he was called upon 
to give the syndicate answer. 

Courses and exercises appear to be fashionable 
at the moment and the C,0., having just 
returned from exercise "Seahorse", is shortly 
off again on another one. This time it is a 
Divisional Exercise, "Yoga", and he is being 
accompanied by Gerald Proctor. The pre' 
liminary stages of this exercise are being held 
at Brigade H.Q., where we have Richard 
Ravenhill as Brigade Major. 

We are pleased to see Bill Taylor back again 
from his two months'^business trip in the 
U.S.A. and Canada. There is not any noticeable 
change in his accent that one can detect, but 
he would appear to have benefitted from the 
better , rations which are easily obtamable in 
the Western hemisphere. ; / / , 
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Bill Trott has now left the Brigade Training 
Centre at Shorncliffe and is working at the 
War Office. Fortunately he still manages to 
command "D" Company at Folkestone as he 
travels to and from London daily.. 

Before closing these notes for this month we 
feel sure that exmembers of the Battalion 
will be pleased to know that "Doc" Hamerton 
has been reappointed as our Regimental M.O. 

H.Q. Company. 
First we must send our congratulations to the Com

manding Officer, Lieut.Colonel G. E. F. Oliver, who 
was presented with his D.S.O. at Buckingham Palace 
on Tuesday, 28th October, 1947, by H.M. The King. 
It is also said that the Adjutant has received a small 
registered parcel from the War Office containing one 
M.C. Congratulations, Sir! It looks very much as if 
this is the company to save Britain in time of need. 

What did the General think of the Taylor Bros, fruit 
store on his inspection on Thursday ? They tell me that 
Mr. Judge, our very able caretaker, tried very hard to 
wreck it on Wednesday night by dropping half the stage 
on it, while the Q.M. just looked on and smiled. 

H.Q. Company tell me that it was quite a change to 
get away from the Travel Wing R.S.M. on Wednesday 
night, just to have a quiet shoot on the 30 yards range. 
Who is the Company Commander who is after twenty 
cigarettes from the Div. Comd. for getting a one inch 
group with ten rounds ? Still, with the marksmen we 
have in our company we hope to get quite a good rifle 
team and do some real shooting in the near future. 
It took a certain Police Sergeant twenty minutes to get 
one bull, two inners and two mags the other night, and 
they are supposed to be good ! So let's get cracking, 
fellows—it's money for old rope ! 

"A" Company. 
This last month considerable activity has been going 

on at the Ramsgate Drill Hall, and one more recruit has 
arrived—Pte. Pittock, an exL/Sgt. of the R.E.M.E. 

Last Wednesday, October 29th, we entertained the 
British Legion to our first postwar shooting match, 
and since they had not had much practice, we won 
easily. Many thanks are due to Major Bflrt and R.Q.M.S. 
Harwood for turning up from Canterbury to shoot for 
us. During the social afterwards, we also managed to 
win at darts, although one game had to finish off by 
both going for the "nearest the middle". 

Pte. Pearce is quite happy now that his 15cwt. truck 
has arrived, but he is not able to drive it yet until he 
passes out. 

Our "Stop Press" news tells us that Major N. G. H. 
Taylor has arrived back from America. We have not 
seen him yet, but expect wonderful tales of "big eats". 
Rumour has it that he brought back a real "spiv" coat 
with him, which the Customs rather liked the look of. 

The British Legion have invited us down for a social 
evening in the near future, which promises to be good. 

44B" Company. 
We are pleased to welcome among new members 

during the month, Lieut. Eames, who served in the 
Indian Army prior to his release. He has now taken over 

No. 10 Platoon at Sittingbourne. Another new recruit 
is Lambert, who .during the war was a Sergeant
Instructor in the Gunners : it was, however, well that he 
should transfer his affections to the Third of Foot as 
his brotherinlaw is none other than C.S.M. Faulkner, 
who is at present stationed at No. 3 P.T.C. 

Number 12 Platoon at Herne Bay have now got their 
Winter Training Programme well under way and Sgt. 
Hall is already getting a good deal of travelling to do. 
Still, after his leave he is now ready for anything. 

Congratulations to Lieut. Gore on recently being able 
to add "a green ration book" to the family circle. We 
regret having omitted this important news item in our 
notes last month. 

Finally, we are hoping that during this month some 
of the Old Brigade will finally decide to rejoin us, led 
by "Ginger" Fosbrey. 

44D" Company. 
Thingsvhave been jogging along steadily since our 

weekend camp. We welcome Lieut. Hannah into our 
midst and hope that he finds us well up to the standard 
of The Buffs. We were also pleased to see the R.S.M. 
here on Tuesday, November 4th, and it shows that we 
are not forgotten down here. 

At last our 15cwt. truck has arrived, but, alas ! 
before we can put it on the road we have got to send 
it to workshops for a complete overhaul. Never mind 
when it comes back, we have two competent drivers 
who have recently passed their driving test at Canter
bury and also "the SergeantMajor". 

On Sunday, November 9th, the company took part 
in the Remembrance Parade in the town and we had a 
100 per cent, attendance. The Adjutant marched with 
the company and the whole parade was commanded 
by the Company Commander. Abbott laid the wreath 
at the War Memorial at the top of the Road of Remem
brance on behalf of the company. The Parade was 
most impreseive and was far better attended than last 
year in spite of the rain. 

There are just two points we should like to mention 
before closing. Firstly, what's all this about a forty 
week training programme ? Secondly, the Company 
Commander must be well in with his new guv'nor—he's 
got leave already ! 

44S" Company. 
Very little of note has happened in this company 

during the last month. With the coming of the winter 
evenings recruiting has definitely taken a turn for the 
better and we have received numerous applications for 
enlistment. Among the new faces in our midst is that 
of Alfie Salter, who will be wellremembered by ex
members of the 5th Battalion as the gallant little man 
with a large motorbike. We are very pleased to welcome 
him back into the Weald Company once again. 

Our vehicles continue to come and go in rather 
bewildering manner. Particularly bewildering does the 
Internal Combustion Engine prove to C.S.M. Johnson, 
who recently narrowly escaped being drowned in oil 
while sorting out nuts and bolts on the underside of one 
of the carriers. He will undboutedly be an expert 
before long ; when he has completed the M.T. Course 
he is at present attending at Canterbury. 

The AntiTank Platoon personnel at Cranbrook 
continue with their weapon training and have now 
passed certain of their T.O.E.T.'s under the eagle eye 
of Sgt. Moore. 
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We welcome Lieut. Parslow to the company. He has 
taken over the Pioneer Platoon at Tenterden and is 
putting in strenuous work recruiting, which is already 
beginning to bear fruit. He represented the company 
at the Remembrance Parade in Tenterden on Sunday, 
November 9th. 

9th Battn., The Parachute Regiment 
continued from September number. 

Part 3. Ardennes and Holland. 
By December, 1944, the Battalion had re

equipped and was up to strength once more. 
At this time, however, Von Runstedt broke 
through the American lines in the area south 
of Liege with intention of heading northwards 
to Antwerp and so cut off the Second Army. 

The Battalion had to move at about 48 hours' 
notice by train, sea and transport to get into 
defensive positions on the River Meuse between 
Liege and Namur. The Battalion left Bulford 
on Christmas Eve and was in Southern Belgium 
by afternoon of Christmas Day. The German 
advance was slowing down, but the bulge 
contained about 22 German Divisions, half of 
which were armoured. They were fortunately 
not up to full strength. By 31st December the 
advance came to a standstill and the Battalion 
moved from Abbe Maredsous forward to the 
Germans' northern flank at Humain and began 
to fight its way into the bulge. "B" Company 
were in position on the Battalion's left flank, 
"A" Company were right and "C" Company 
in reserve. 

The weather conditions were very bad, 
between 20 and 30 degrees of frost by night and 
up to a foot or more of snow. The Battalion 
was living in slit trenches in the forest south of 
Humain. A week later, however, the Battalion 
moved further east to Marche and from there 
advanced into the bulge through Roy. "B" 
Company was in the lead and was about to 
assault the village of Bande when the Bosches 
withdrew, leaving the village completely devas
tated and having murdered about 30 civilians. 
A number of men of the Battalion were called 
upon to bury these civilians with military 
honours. The Battalion lived in the ruins for 
about a week and then after giving the children 
of the village a Christmas party moved by way 
of Hour Huvain and Liege to Holland. 

In Holland defensive positions in the village 
of Horn on the banks of the River Maas were 
prepared. The intention was to prevent another 
breakthrough by the Germans, whilst the 
Second Army were preparing the assault through 

the Reichswald Forest. These positions were 
held until 8th February, 1945. The weather 
became a little warmer and extensive flooding 
resulted. Reliefs to outposts and patrols were 
often carried out by boat. 

During this campaign the Battalion never 
had a really good battle, but only skirmishes. 
The most unpleasant element was the acute 
cold, wet and general discomfort. 

The Battalion eventually handed over the 
positions to the Americans, moved by transport 
to Ghent and Brussels, flew to Netheravon and 
so home to Bulford. 

Part 4. Rhine and Germany. 
At dawn on 24th March, 1945, the Battalion 

emplaned at Gosfield in Essex and took off for 
Germany, flying in tight formation and piloted 
by the American Air Force. In order to conserve 
sufficient petrol for the journey out and the 
return journey to their base in France, the 
Americans performed the astonishing feat of 
getting the Battalion's 35 Dakotas Airborne 
and on their way in about eight minutes. 

The Brigadier's plan was for 8 Parachute 
Battalion to drop and seize the DZ which was 
held by the enemy, the Canadian Battalion to 
drop and clear the way for 9 Parachute Battalion 
to capture the Schneppedberg—a high wooded 
feature suspected as an enemy gun area and 
O.P.s. 

The drop at about 1000 hours was most 
successful, 85% of the Battalion arriving in 
the R.V. within 30 minutes of dropping. "A" 
Company, preceded by a Trowbridge patrol, 
captured the feature, "B" Company on the 
left and "C" Company right, exploited about 
1,200 yards beyond to the edge of Diesforter
wald Forest. By 1300 hours all objectives were 
captured and severe casualties inflicted upon 
the enemy, including several hundred P.o.W. 
Opposition was not very stubborn and it 
proved a surprisingly easy task. Casualties 
suffered by the Battalion were about 17 killed 
and a number wounded and missing. 

Two days later progress across Germany 
began on foot. There were minor skirmishes on 
the way, but "B" Company put in an attack 
on Kloster Lutherheim two days later at dawn, 
which was entirely successful. The advance 
continued to the River Issel, which was success
fully crossed and the following day the Battalion 1 

advanced 15 miles on foot to Erie, where "A"| 
Company bumped a body of flag troops, 
immediately attacked and destroyed the flak 
battery, transport and troops in a matter of 
minutes. 



3 Parachute Brigade carried on through 
Bruned to Lembeck, where the Battalion 
carried out a left flanker while the Canadians 
and 8 Parachute Battalion attacked frontally. 
After marching 15 miles the Battalion fought 
continuously for 18 hours. 

The next advance, in transport, was 23 miles 
from Coesfeld to Graven, there being minor 
scraps oh the way, but the Battalion was able 
to capture a class 9 bridge over the River Ems 
and the Railway Station. Here on the Station 
was organised a reception committee which met 
German Officers returning for leave from the 
Russian front. 

The Battalion then pushed on and covered 
the next 70 miles to Minden in 36 hours. Here 
the Brigade attacked and captured the town 
and rested for a few days. So far the Division 
had kept its nose well ahead of all others, but 
the 15 (Scottish) Division went forward through 
Celle and prepared to attack Uelzen. Mean

' while, the Battalion carried out a right flanker 
through Molkte and a battle in which the whole 
Battalion was involved took place at Ratzlingen. 

^This success was partly due to the fact that 
the Padre—Rev. John Gwinnett, M.C., moving 
with the leading Company, located an enemy 
position in a cemetery and signalled their 
presence by frantically waving his walking 
stick. 

Luneburg was the next town of importance 
and the 15 (Scottish) Division went ahead and 
established a small bridgehead over the River 
Elbe. This was later enlarged by the Battalion, 
which rested for one night in the area of 
Boizenburg, but before dawn on 2nd May, 
1945, the Battalion embussed and motored 
some 60 miles through Gadebusch to Wismar. 
On the way some tens of thousands of P.o.W. 
were passed retreating west from the Russians. 

The Battalion arrived in Wismar a few hours 
before the leading Russian tanks arrived from 
Rostock. "B" Company unfortunately failed 
to capture alive a highranking Nazi official 
as he and his aide committed suicide as "B" 
Company stormed his H.Q. 

* The following week was pleasantly spent in 
the utmost luxury, sailing, swimming and 
exploring the town. Excellent guards were 

.jnounted at the Rathaus and an impressive 
victory parade organised. Captains Pond and 
Jefferson commandeered the theatre and put 
on an excellent variety show. 

Eventually the Battalion moved back by 
road to Soltau emplaned and returned to 
Bulford. 

So ended the Battalion's third campaign. 
In all never once did it fail to take its objective 
first time in the attack nor did it ever give an 
inch of ground when on the defence even against 
vastly superior enemy forces. 

Part 5. Palestine. 
The Battalion returned to England from 

Germany in May, 1945, and had to reorganise 
owing to loss of personnel due to be demobilised. 
It was realised that the next task would be the 
assault on Japan and jungle equipment was 
issued to all ranks. A cadre left the U.K. for 
India for training in jungle fighting, but in 
July, 1945, came the collapse of Japan. 

On 22nd September, 1946, the Battalion 
embarked U.K. and arrived in Haifa on 30th 
October, 1946. It moved to Camp 528 near 
Gaza and later to Camp 504 at El Mughar. 
I.S. operations became its role and after Camp 
504 was washed away in torrential rain while 
the Battalion was doing I.S. duties in Tel Aviv ; 
it moved to Qastina. 

The latest move to Peninsula Barracks, 
Haifa, was effected in January, 1947, where 
the I.S. role is maintained. 

Commanding Officers. 
Lieut.Colonel T. E. Hearn, The Essex Regi

ment. Until January, 1943. 
Lieut.Colonel S. J. L. Hill, D.S.O., M.C., 

Royal Fusiliers. January/April, 1943. 
Lieut.Colonel Martin Lindsay, D.S.O., Royal 

Scots. May, 1943/April, 1944. 
Lieut.Colonel T. Otway, D.S.O., R.U.R. 

April, 1944/July, 1944. 
Lieut.Colonel N. Crookenden, D.S.O., Cheshire 

Regiment. July, 1944/September, 1946. 
Lieut.Colonel M. A. H. Butler, D.S.O., M.C., 

Suffolk Regiment. September, 1946/—. 
Later Brigade Commander 3 Parachute 
Brigade. April, 1943/September, 1945. 

Casualties. 
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1 "Overlord" 
Normandy 8 66 13 154 2 192 435 

2 "Ardennes" — 4 — 23 — 4 31 

3 "Varsity " 
Germany 1 20 1 83 — 7 112 

4 Palestine — 3 — 3 — — 6 
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Decorations 
D.S.O. 

Lieut.Colonel T. Otway. 
Lient.Colonel Napier Crookenden. 

M.C. 
Major A. J. M. Parry. 
Major G. E. Smith. 
Rev. J. Gwinnett, S.C.F. 
Captain H. Pond. 

M.M. 
R.S.M. P. McGeever. 
R.S.M. D. Miller. 
R.Q.M.S. L. Graham. 
C.S.M. S. Knight. 
C.Q.M.S. Hughes. 
Sgt. Bullock. 

Sgt. Costello. 
Sgt. McGuiness. 
Sgt. E. Orr. 
Sgt. Sanderson. 
Pte. Mil wood. 

Major R. Marquis. 

C/Sgt. P. Jenkins. 

M.B.E. 

B.E.M. 

MENTIONED IN DESPATCHES. 

Lieut.Colonel Napier Crookenden. 
Major A. J. M. Parry. 
Major T. E. Robinson. 
Major D. G. Slade. 
Captain C. Lepper., 
Lieut. A. E. Ross. 
Captain B. Browne. 
Captain P. L. Burkinshaw. 
C.S.M. S. Knight. 
Pte. W. Martin. 
Pte. J. Mitchell. 

AMERICAN BRONZE STAR. 

Captain (Q.M.) J. W. Glover. 

CROIX DE GUERE. 

Major I. C. Dyer. 
Major D. G. Slade. 

FORM OF LEGACY 
(to be included in a will, or as a codicil thereto). 

I BEQUEATH to the Colonel for the time being of The Buffs, the 

sum of £: : free from legacy duty, in aid of the general objects 

of the Central Fund (Colonel of the Buffs), for which legacy the Receipt of 

such Colonel shall be a sufficient discharge to my Executors. 

Signature 

Printed in Great Britain by Gibbs and Sons, Orange Street, Canterbury. 
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How to get "The Dragon" 
pOR those wishing to receive the Paper direct through 

the post each month, the rates of subscriptions are : 
1 year, 8/. 6 months, 4/. 3 months, 2/. 

Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs, 
Canterbury. 

25 YEARS OF CATERING FOR 
CANTERBURY AND GARRISON 
We have seen the change from large families 

and large joints, 
To small families and smaller joints, 
To rationing and even smaller joints. 
We make it our constant endeavour to help 

you through the week, 
And guarantee your Sunday joint, large or 

small. 
;; FAMILY BUTCHER :: 

Sausage 
Our well 

Established 
Speciality 

F. R. BEANEY R „ ^ Really 
(EXBUFF) ' 

22a MILITARY ROAD, Extensive 
CANTERBURY Refrigeration 

Telephone 2827 

Telephone 2107 Established 1818 

GIBBS and SONS 
G E N E R A U  P R I N T E R S  

A L L  C L A S S E S  O F  
MILITARY PRINTING 
EXECUTED AT SHORT 

NOTICE 

» 
BALANCE SHEETS POSTERS 

PROGRAMMES 
SPORTS FIXTURE CARDS 

£ 
PRINTERS OF THIS JOURNAL 

E S T I M A T E S  G I V E N  

16 Orange Street, Canterbury 

HAWKES & CO.,  LTD. 
Civil and Military Tailors and Outfitters 

R e g i m e n t a l  T a i l o r s  U N I F O R M S  A N D  M U F T I  
' < >  M A D E  T O  M E A S U R E  

Lounge Suits, Overcoats, Hacking Jackets, Blazers, Shirts, 
Shoes, etc., in stock for immediate wear. 

THE BUFFS 

1 SAVILE ROW, LONDON, W.l 
Ladies' Department on 1st Floor 

T E L E P H O N E :  R E G E N T  0 1 8 6  

68 HIGH STREET, CAMBERLEY 
T E L E P H O N E :  C A M B E R L E Y  8 2 9  

/it 



iVlUQ 
^ILVER is coming into its own again now that supplies of this" nobie metal " 

are once more available for the gentle needs of peace. For silver is the 
most sociable of metals, so good tempered and so unostentatious that 
perhaps it was provided for the express purpose of making into beautiful gifts. 

THE GOLDSMITHS & 
SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD 

112 REGENT STREET 
LONDON, W.l 

ONLY ONE ADDRESS . TELEPHONE: REGENT 3021 
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CONWAY WILLIAMS 
THE MAYFAIR TAILOR 

48 BROOK ST., MAYFAIR, LONDON, W.l 
(Opposite Claridge's Hotel) 

AND 

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY 

Morning and Evening Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions 
Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits 

All Cloths cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand 
in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors 

REGIMENTAL TAILORS TO THE BUFFS REGIMENT 

Telephones: 
Mayfair 0945—Camberley 498 

Telegrams: 
" Militaila Wesdo, London 

A.J.WHITE»™L 
A. J. WHITE Mrs. WHITE 

CAP MAKERS 
TO THE 

REGIMENT 

SOLE SUPPLIERS 
OF THE 

FLEXOLYTE 
FIELD SERVICE 

CAP 

REGIMENTAL 
CLUB & SCHOOL 

COLOUR 
SPECIALIST 

X 

FANCY TIES, 
SCARVES, 

ETC. 

MAKERS OF EVERY KIND 
OF 

LADIES' & GENT'S HEADWEAR 
Established over 80 years 

8 BURLINGTON GARDENS, W.l 
Telephone : REGENT 0582 

TROPHIES 
DESIGNED & MADE BY CRAFTSMEN 
For threequarters of a century the name 
F. PHILLIPS has been synonymous with 
Trophies representing artistic perfection as well 
as sound economy. Cups, Shields, Medals, etc., 
are supplied from stock, or to special design. 

Quotations gladly submitted. 

F. PHILLIPS, 
(F. PHILLIPS and R. A. GARRATT) 

Wellington Street, Alder shot 

FOR : : : : 

ACCURACY IN DISPENSING 
AND : : : : 
RELIABILITY IN ALL MEDICAL 

AND SURGICAL GOODS 
<^> 

WALKER & HARRIS, Ltd. 
Sun Street and Northgate Street, 

CANTERBURY 
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There are a lot of 44 surprise " 
colds about. Nobody knows how they 
come and where they come from. It's 
more to the point to know what to do 

-when they put in an appearance. The 
answer is—use 'ASPRO' directly the 
shivery, depressing symptoms begin 

to afflict you. 'ASPRO' speedily prevents the 
further progress of the cold—soothes away aching 
^sensations and promotes a healthy skin action, 

thereby helping to eliminate the poisons by way 
of the pores. Why not let 4ASPRO' save 
you from colds and 'flu? 

fAidut t&em off u&tnc 

aspr© ̂  
BAD COLO AND 
PAINS RELIEVED 

G. B. writes from London, N.l :—"I 
have had a very bad cold in my head 
and pains in my limbs. I have found 
'ASPRO' have done me the world of 
good and in future they will be the first 
thing I will go for." 

at 

. 
Obtainable  f rom 
your N.A.A.F.L 

CANTEEN 

Made by ASPRO LIMITED, 

^Bucks' V& 

Telephone 2785 

FRANK J .  SANGERS 
(EX BUFFS) 

^tocher 
LICENSED DEALER IN GAME 

You can rely upon the 
P R I V A T E  T R A D E R  
for Value, Courtesy and Service 

114 NORTHGATE St., CANTERBURY 

"M" 
VYEsSON 
Q/oee/p pikce i8iy 
BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY 

TYPEWRITERS 
FOR SALE OR HIPE 

Typewriters Repaired 

H. J. GOULDEN, Ltd. 
CANTERBURY AND DOVER 

CIVIL & MILITARY TAILORS 
% 

COMPLETE OUTFITTERS 

TELEPHONE 
2566 CLOTHES WHICH BEAR THE 

AUTHORITATIVE STAMP OF 
QUALITY IN EVERY DETAIL 

CUT & MADE ON THE PREMISES 

WARRENS (CANTERBURY) LTD. 

14/16 SUN STREET CANTERBURY 



iVlilfl 
SILVER is coming into its own again now t ha t  supplies of this4' noble metal 

are once more available for the gentle needs of peace. For silver is the 
mos t  soc iab le  o f  meta ls ,  so  good  tempered  and  so  unos ten ta t ious  t ha t  
perhaps it was provided for the express purpose of making into beautiful gifts, 

THE GOLDSMITHS & 
SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD 

112 REGENT STREET 
LONDON, W.l 

ONLY ONE ADDRESS TELEPHONE: REGENT 3021 
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Personalia. 
T^HE Colonel of the Regiment sends his best 

: * wishes for Christmas and the New Year to 
all Buffs, wherever they may be, and to our 
Allied Regiment, The Queen's Own Rifles of 
Canada. 

We wish our readers, and advertisers as 
happy a Christmas as is possible in these days 
of continued austerity and a New Year of 
brighter prospects. 

We congratulate Major H. G. James on being 
elected Alderman of the City Council, of Canter
bury, in place of Major G. M. Kingsford, who 
has resigned the appointment. 

Captain F. de R. Morgan has finished a 
signalling course at Catterick and is now on 
leave. He expects to return to Hong Kong in 
the early part of 1948. 


At an Investiture held at Buckingham 
Palace on October 28th, Major W. R. H. 
Browne, agency supervisor of the Canada Life, 
received at the hands of the King the George 
Medal won by him in 1945. 

Major Browne served during the war in the 
H 1st Battalion, The Buffs, and was attached to 

the R.A.F. Regiment. The citation of his 
award was as follows :— 

"While R.E.s were removing some mines a number 
of them exploded, killing three men and severely 
wounding another. Major Browne came from his office 
nearby and joined the M.O. to take a party of stretcher 
bearers across the canal to where two survivors were 
calling for help. Regardless of the danger, of which they 
were both well aware, Major Browne and the M.O. put 

the severely wounded man on a stretcher, but as they 
were removing him into a trench six more mines 
exploded. The M.O. received injuries from which he 
later died. Two medical orderlies and an airman was 
also wounded. 

"Major Browne put the wounded men into the .trench 
until further help arrived, and having organised their 
safe evacuation he closed the access to the area. 
Throughout the incident Major Browne displayed a 
complete disregard for personal safety while protecting 
others, and by his inspiring example encouraged acts 
which under his direction doubtless closed the affair 
with fewer casualties than would have occurred had 
there been no supervision." 

We ar§ sorry to hear from Mr. Isard, late 
Sergeant, c/o Mrs. Clark, 16 Old Craigie Road, 
Dundee, Scotland, that he is in hospital 
suffering from a bad . foot. Unfortunately he 
will probably have to remain there oyer 
Christmas. He sends his best wishes for. Christ
mas and the .New Year to his old friends. 

Mr. W. Cannon,' who left the 2nd Battalion 
in September, now lives at 18 Second Avenue* 
RhosonSea, Colwyn Bay, N. Wales. He has 
become a subscriber to The Dragon. 

Lieut.Colonel T. H. Spear has left Brussels, 
having completed his three year appointment 
as Chief of the British Military Mission, and 
proceeds to Gibraltar on January 1st, 1948, to 
take over the duties of A.Q.M.G., Fortress 
Headquarters. 

Mr. A. F. King, late 6285967 Private, 1st 
Battalion, 35 Cathnor Road, Shepherd's Bush, 
W.l2, wishes to get' in touch with two of his 
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old. comrades : Sgt. some 
time with 156 Transit Gamp, Port .Fouiggf, 
Egypt, , and Private Hogben, Machine Gun 
Company in Lucknow.

Information is urgently required as ?.to the 
year in which the existing Colours of Ihe 4th 
Battalion were presented. It is kuoy^n rthat 
they were carried as far hack as 1912 : 

Will any of our readers who can supply the 
required information; kindly communicate AVitf1 

the Quartermaster, Drill Hall,St. Peter's Lane, 
Canterbury. ' 

. Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. L. W. Lucas have 
sailed for t Bermuda, where for the time r feeing 
they#m;§taymg with relations. 

:;;:_.^heyexpe€ti4o;be^\myffox«iX'4»o^.ths.

Births* Marriages and Drafts, 
BIRTH. 

To ; Cpl. and Mrs. J)awson, A son 
(Ian Brunyee), on 17th ^November, at St. 
Helena's, Shorncliffe. 

: ENGAGEMENT. 
Gqptain :;E. E. Tterneycroft and Mis® F. 

ReidSmith. 

'The engagement is announced between 
Francis Evelyn Thorneycroft, The Bdfls, elder 
son of Mr. and Mrs. E. C. Thorneycroft, of 
Silver Leys, Wormley, Godalming, and Fiona, 
youngest daughter of the late .Mr., J. Reid
Smith and of Mrs, ?ReidSmith, of ^Buenos 
Aires. 

Mr. E. H.Finnand Miss ®. G. D. Goodsell 
The engagement is j^noimced betureen Betty 

Gladys Baphne GQOdseil, daughter of exR.S:M. 
and Mrs. L. Goodsell, Hearnden Farm, Head

t,fte Edward Harold; Finn, SQJI of Mr. 
andMf$4®pu, Tfee Cmift, 
Bridge, Tfr. GuPteriburyirlleut. 

SUPPLEMENT <TO THE LONDON GAZETTE <OF 
TUESDAY, 18TH /NOVEMBER, 1947, DATED 

^FRIDAY, Mm NOVEMBER, 3047, 
^REGULAR ARMY. 

THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (W.S./Lt.) Alexander 
James Bernard .Uurst (384437), from Special 
List JexInfl. Altey? Emerg. Commn.), to be 
Lt., ;22iiti ̂ November, *1047, with seniofitv/23rd 
July, 1047. ' 

SREGULAR ARMY. 
^EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. J 

THE fBufFS.AW.Sj/Lt. D. W. O. Lawrence 

^ffit4t^ty,:^th::Novemter, 1947, and is granted 
the hon,. rank offlLt. v t 

SEGOifD:SUR3PEiMENT;T0 THE LoNDON GA^EtTE 
.OF 5 FRIDAY, SIST /NOVEMBER, 1947, DATED 

TUESDAY, 25TH NOVEMBER, 1947. 
::REOUEAR ARMY. : . 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
THE,BuFFS.2nd Lt. K. G. Stevens (377491) 

to be:Lt.,,24th November, 1047. _ 

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
TUESDAY, 25TH NOVEMBER, 1947, DATED 

IFRIDAY, 28TH NOVEMBER, 1047. 
REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
THE .BUFFS.—The rank of 2nd Lt. J. A. R. 

McCawley (153844) is as now described and not 
as notified in Gazette. (Supplements) dated 1st 
October, 1043, and 11th April, 1944. 

TERRITORIAL ARMY. 
The ffollowing Officer is awarded rthe 

Efficiency Medal (Territorial) :— 
The Buffs.—Captain (now T/Major) J. 

Thorpe (137428). 

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF 
FRIDAY, 28TH NOVEMBER, 1947, /DATED 

TUESDAY, 2ND DECEMBER, 1947. 
* ^ REGULAR ARMY. 

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 
THE BUFFS.—The undermentioned 2nd Tts. 

to be Lts., 3.0th November, 1947 :— 
A. H. Purchase (373403), P. A. Thurley 

(373546), B. T. . Rosenberg (873456), I. W. 
Barington (373457), G." R. Miles (373533), 
R. W. E. Reynolds (373555). 

14148280 Cadet Brian AllanRamsey (382967) 
to be 2hdiLt.,,29th September, '1047. 

WAR OFFICE .ORDERS. 
No. 45IISS»ED ON,6TH NOVEMBER, <1947* 

sRFgolar. &RMX. 
^SHORT SERVICE (COMMISSIONS. 

The undermentioned Lt.; (T/Capt.) relinquishes 
.T/Capt

(IiffiiBoBFs.«rtW.dR.sBitkin (168844)' (formerly 
E.C.), 12th January, "1946. 

The EBpFFs.tEt. W. rH. JfttMn  (,168844), lis 
resgrantedT/Gapt,, 'lst»February, 1947. 
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EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. " 
Hie undermentioned W.S./Lt. (A/Capt.) to 

be T/Capt. :—  y : 
THE BUFFS .—E. C. Gu3s (354639); 1st Septem

ber* 1946. 
The undermentioned W.S./Capt. , (T/Maj.) 

relinquishes..T/Maj 
THE BUFFS.™ J, Ren wick (175395), 20th 

September, 1942; 
The undermentioned 2nd Lt. to be W.S./Lt. : 
THE BUFFS.—M. J; Holland (370279), 6th 

August, 1947, 

REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 
THE BUFFS.—Capt. and Bt.Maj. (T/Maj.) 

R. J. Tuke (11756), relinquishes T/Maj., 1st 
April, 1947. 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
No.: 48 ISSUED' ON 13TH NOVEMBER* 1947. 

REGULAR ARMY. 
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. (T/Capt.) re
. linquishes T/Capt. 

THE BUFFS.—J. Shaw (354117), 15th Septem
ber, 1947. K 

C.M.F. ORDERS. 
The undermentioned W.S./L1, (A/Capt.) to 

be T/Capt. :— 
THE BUFFS.—P. O'Keefe (354135), 9th 

September, 1947. 

WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
NO. 47; ISSUED ON 20OT NOVEMRRR, 1947. ' 

REGULAR ARMY. 
EMERGENCY COMMSSIONS. 

\ The undermentioned WS./Lts. (A/Capts.) to 
be T/Capts.  ; 

THE BUFFS.—A. J; Bryan (354823), 20th 
June, 1946 ; F, H, Knight (362428), 30th 
September, 1947; A. G. P. Crane (369282), 
28th October, 1947, . 

The undermentioned 2nd Lts. (A/Capts,) to 
be T/Capts, and WrS./Lts. :— 

THE BUFFS.—E. C. Y. Searle (370846), 17th 
August, 1947. (Substituted for notifn. in 
W.O. Orders No. 38/1947).* M; Verden (373483), 

.7th October, 1947. 
The undermentioned* W.S./Capt. (T/Maj.) 

relinquishes T/Maj. :— ; 
THE BUFFS.—J. Thorpe (137428), 14th 

January, 1947 (B;A;0,R.). 

The undermentioned <W. S./Capt. is regranted 

, TRET Thorpe/ (137128)/ 10th 
Cdcember,1946(B.A.O;RT). 

The undermentioned W.S./Lt. is regranted 
T / C a p f . .    / / ,  .  . . v /  .  

THE BUFFS.—E. P. Pout (210739), 14th May, 
1946. 

.WAR OFFICE ORDERS. 
NO. 48r ISSUED1 ON 27TH NOVEMBER, 1947; 

 REGULAR ARMY. . 
(.) reThe undermentioned Capt. 

linquishes T/Maj.:— 
THE BUFFS.—C. Bossom (73688), 2nd May, 

1947. : 
. EMERGENCY CoivfiviisisioNS. 

The undermentioned. W;S./Lt. (A/Captv) to 
be T/Capt. :— 

THE BUFFS.—rW. Wellard J:357111),;J 27th 
February, 1946. 

The undermentioned W.S./Lts. (A/Capts;) to 
be T/Capts. 

THE BUFFS;—D. A, Wood (36881L),i 22nd 
June; ri.94f v J. N. Coldstream (3^272), 5th 
August/ 1947/ 

Sandhurst Chapel Memorial Fund8 

DONATIONS. 

Lieirt.GblonelHJ'W/ Craddock 
Lieut.Cblonel Rv F. Party ... 
Lieut. F. G. Neville ... 

£' s. d. 
10 ;t) 

. : 10: 0 
10 0 

By The Tramp; 
Ifdvettiber. : 

IpEOPLE Who are obliged to spend most, if 
not all, of their lives in London during the 

winter months tend to take a somewhat 
jaundiced view of the month of November. It 
is not surprising, for the murk and gloom that 
engulf them during the weeks before Christmas 
haveito be felt to: be appreciated. It is. small 
consolation to know that thirty or forty miles 
out* especially Southwards, is something very 
different. Just lately this was borne in upon 
the writer of' these notes with peculiar force. 
He left London by train Jrom Liverpool Street 
Station on a dim morning when that appalling 
terminus was. at its glommiest. ; In an hour he 
was in bright sunshine, albeit a trifle cold, in 
the county town of Essex, The reason for the 
journey thither was to search for a possible 
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dwelling place,! a hazardous enterprise in these 
curious days. Chelmsford is now an industrial 
city. It was never a very beautiful place, but 
its core,' the district,, near the Cathedral. and 
Shire Hall, had and still retiins much of the 
charm and distinction of an English County 
Town. There are relics of Georgian and earty 
.Victorian architecture and some of the dignity 
that distinguished those periods. But the 
manufacturing' development of recent years 
has all but swamped the place until it. has 
become a slightly remote part of East London. 
The immediate countryside has suffered more 
than the toWn itself for there are housed Jhe 
multitudes who work in the various factories. 
Their homes were, as usual, thrown up with 
speed and little regard for the amenities ; little 
boxes with strips of gardens* and, over all, that 
unfinished look which we usually associate*with 
places often pictured in, a certain type; of 
American film. Multiple shops and garish 
cinemas accompany these homes so that villages 
which once lay within a few miles of the centre 
of the City are now hardly recognisable/ / 

Essex is not a county that meant much to 
me. Jt had seemed dull and dreary from the 
windows of railway trains speeding Suffolk, 
wards. But on this exploration I found places 
which altered that somewhat hasty view. 
Indeed I saw country which vied in. beauty.with 
some of the best of my beloved KeritV One' in 
particular, Great Waltham, lies for the time 
being outside the industrial and suburban, belt. 
The village itself is imposing in its situation 
and eminently satisfying in its architecture. 
Its only defect, appears to be that it lies on the 
main road to Dunmow and that means the 
constant passage through its narrow streets of 
heavy motor transport. This to the frequent 
peril of the inhabitants; and: of their homes. 
Someday it wil^be "bypassed", as the saying 
is. May it be soon, for it is a relic of the gracious 
English countryside well worth some sacrifice 
for its preservation. 

Remoter England. 
I envy those people whose means or whose 

occupation enables them to live away from the 
things that "most people consider essential to 
life in these'days. Away, that is to say, from 
main railway lines and all that goes with and 
near them. There are still such places less than 
fifty miies from London and Essex, especially 
that jpaft of it that adjoins Suffolk and Cam
bridgeshire, abounds in delightfully remote 
and, of course, "most inconvenient" places. 
Here people can "stay put" and live. They are 
independent of the Plazas, the Ritzes and 

Astorias. They can get on: without chromium
plated modern stores and the other benefits of 
this Ager Of course, they are vegetables, outside 
ftie swim of things. Some of them even contrive 
to get through their lives without the benefits 
of the Home, the Light or the Third Pru
gramfims. , ' 

I hasten to add that I shall not achieve this 
most desirable remoteness unless I predict the 
results of a series of football matches correctly. 
The trouble is that I have not learned how to 
fill in a football coupon, but I may have to 
acquire this information; After all, quite a 
large number of people seem to have mastered 
it. A  .A  ' 
bA.'/yJ A Shows. ' 

London has lately had two great openair 
shows ; the Royal Wedding and the Lord 
Mayor's inaugural procession. Although I live 
within a mile or so of Westminster Abbey, 
I decided against venturing into the multitudes 
that witnessed the former. From all accounts, 
and there were many, it was contrived and 
staged with all the skill and order that we 
expect from such things in England. We have 
a peculiar aptitude for the' * management of 
public spectacles. % 

As to the Lord Mayor's Shpw, I found myself 
involved in it unwittingly. I had gone out that 
morning on my lawful occasions, oblivious of 
what was to happen and it was only when 
I tried to find my homeward 'bus in its normal 
place that I realised my ignorance; So I made 

.on foot a somewhat difficult journey to White
hall from Charing Cross Road. This meant 
crossing Trafalgar Square and I reached the 
base of Nelson's Column just as the va§t crowd 
was literally on tiptoe for the arrival of the 
head of the procession. I decided to defer my 
journey home and see what was to be seen. 
There were many thousands of people in the 
Square, all quietly eager to have a look at this 
ageold and yet most curious of our public 
shows. I use the word "curious" because it is 
the most extraordinary hotchpotch ; a military 
display interspersed with strange tableaux of 
an industrial and agricultural character. Some 
of it is frankly comic ; some of it recalled the 
passage of a Circus or Wild West Display 
towards its .showground; The military and 
naval bands were enlivening and the marching 
of the troops was excellent/ but, one asked, 
what had it all got to dp with the inauguration 
of the new Chief Magistrate of the City of 
London? The answer is, "Well, it's been like 
that for a great many , years and Londoners 
seem to approve of it". So/why should, I cavil. 
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Smartness 
occasions

NUGGET 
The polish of 

Supreme Qualify 

In Black, Brown 
& Dark Brown 

Look what happens when 
you end DRY SCALP! 

Two pictures of the same 
chap? Nonsense, she's not 
dumb enough to believe 
that! Just look at that 
Dry Scalp on the left! An 
untidy, lifeless head of 
hair, if ever there was one. 
There's dandruff showing 
at the parting, and quite 
a few bits on his tunic, 
too. His scalp is certainly 
short of natural oils. 

Yes, it's the same fellow 
all right, but what a 
different girl! He's lost 
Dry Scalp and dandruff. 
Thanks to ' Vaseline ' 
Brand Hair Tonic his 
hair looks healthy, glossy, 
and well dressed. Some
one's given him the tip— 
a gentle massage with 
'Vaseline' Hair Tonic 
every day, using only a 
little because a little goes 
a long way. 

 Vaseline  HAIR TONIC 
The Dressing that Ends Dry Scalp 

Ask for it at your NAAFI—2/7J a bottle 
22203 Chesebrough Manufacturing Co. Ltd. 

THE COMMON COLD 
—a plan far its prevention 

Every year, many thousands of people successfully 
avoid colds with the help of Serocalcin. Its use, both 
in the prevention and treatment of the common cold, 
has given consistendy satisfactory results. Serocalcin is 
not infallible, but its record is such that it merits a trial 
by everyone subject to colds. 
Prevention of Colds 
Two Serocalcin tablets are taken daily for 30 days. In 
many cases this gives 3 to 4 months immunity from 
colds. 
Treatment of an existing Cold 
Three tablets are taken three times daily. Commenced 
in the early stages of a cold this often clears up the 
attack in 3 to 4 days. Serocalcin is suitable for adults 
and children. 
The immunising course of 60 Serocalcin tablets 
costs 8/5 £d. Treatment pack of 20 tablets—3/4fd. 
All who suffer from colds are invited to send to Harwoods 
Laboratories Ltd., Watford, for descriptive booklet 
" Immunity from Colds." 

SEROCALCIN 
Regi. 

FOR THE PREVENTION & TREATMENT OF COLDS 
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SHAVEX 
The Perfect 2 Minute Shave 

NO SOAPNO BRUSHNO LATHER 

ALL OUR 
FORGES PREFER SHAVEX? 
Far shaving when in a hurry it is marvellous 
—a perfect shave in two minutes. No water 
seeded, but if you have water, moisten your 
lace before using Shavex. You can shave in 
a quarter of the time that it takes with soap 
and brush, and your skin will feel as fresh as 
a daisy Almond Oil in Shavex keeps the 
feice young and takes away wrinkles. Smear 
Shavex over the face when you have shaved, 
and your face will keep young, fresh and free 
from blemishes. Millions all over the world 
are now using Shavex. Beware of imitations 
—there is nothing like Shavex—the antiseptic 
having cream—the first on the market. 

TAKE NO IMITATIONS 
I S  S O L D  

E V E R Y W H E R E  
V3 and 1'1<H (INCLUDING PURCHASE TAX) 
Obtainable at N.A.A.F.I., Boots, Woolworths, Timothy 

C White's & Taylors Ltd., & all Chemists 

torn SHAVEX ZBBKOL Co., LAcL. 40 

SHAVEX 

BEECHAM'S PILLS 
Make them your 

Qolden Rule of Health 
Obtainable everywhere 

' Second to None' 

GREW 
C I G A R E T T E S  
Just honest-to-goodness^ 

tobacco 

Plain or corktipped 
* Greys' will always 

appeal to those 
smokers who ask 
of a cigarette 
that it shall be 
pleasant 
ajad satisfying. 

15 Cor 2'6 

I S S U E D  B Y  G O D F R E Y  P H I L L I P S ,  L T D ,  
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I did not wait to see the great gilt coach bearing 
Dick Whittington's successor to the Mansion 
House arid his heavy responsibilities. It was 
past my lunchtime. So I left, not without 
reluctance, and. marvelling at the things we 
English do. 

With the Royal Wedding it was different. 
That was an occasion of high romance and of 
State. There, was something of the Fairy Story 
about the pageantry. I wish. I had braved the 
crowds after all. Still, I can see it in "glorious 
technieolour" at my local Cinema. 

France in Turmoil* 
Having not long ago enjoyed the delights of 

the beautiful land of France and the hospitality 
of its charming people, I have been disturbed 
by the news of the political and industrial 
turmoil which is troubling the Republic at the 
moment. When I was in Paris I could hear 
murmurs of the coming trouble. Indeed I had° 
hardly returned to England than a railway 
strike broke out and caused great inconvenience 
to English and other tourists making for their 
respective homes. It was difficult in casual 
conversation to discover what were the root 
causes of the coming trouble. The Black 
Market was usually declared to be the villain 
of the piece. The hard lot of the little people 
with fixed incomes was obvious. I saw nothing 
of the industrial workers beyond the tourist's 
glance in passing at such places as Billancourt 
where the Renault Motor Works are situated. 
It would be presumptuous to attempt an 
assessment of the causes which lie behind it aff. 
The fact remains that the country is grievously 
divided and: has been so for many years. One 
can only hope that the situation will soon 
become more settled. France is, after all, our 
nextdoor neighbour and when the Treasury 
allows us to cross the Channel again we want 
to be able to go and stay in a country which 
is not torn by conflicting political theories. 

Indian Art. 
The Winter Exhibition at Burlington House, 

Piccadilly, is devoted to Indian Art. I must 
confess that this is not an exhibition which 
I am over eager to see. I am well aware that 
India has produced much that is admirable, 
especially in the field of sculpture, but there is 
a garishness and excess of ornament about 
much Indian architecture and sculpture that 
does not apperi.1 to me. 

As for contemporary Indian art, it is 
practically nonexistent. Craftsmanship there 
certainly is* but original imaginative work is 
singularly absent. 
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I feel sure that nothing I write here will 
deter anyone interested in India and her art 
from going to Burlington House. I intend to 
go myself and I may find it necessary, to revise 
my estimate. 

Nelson. 
It would be impossible to guess how many 

people in England hold the very .name Nelson 
in deep reverence. Even people withoiit much 
knowledge of the details of the life of the great 
admiral feel a thrill at. the story of Trafalgar, 
surely the most spectacular naval battle in 
history. For these reasons*the publication of a 
new biographical study of Nelson has created 
great interest. I have done no more, than dip 
into the huge and handsome volume in which 
will be found Carola Oman's appreciation of a 
great national hero. Much new material was 
available to her in her researches, and reviews 
of the book by undoubted authorities on the 
subject have been most laudatory. There are 
many lives of Nelson. Southey's still stands 
as a classic work; Mahan, the American 
admiral, an eminent sailor and a great student 
of British naval power, made a big contribution 
to. the study of the naval side of Nelson's life. 
Up till now my favourite "life" was that by the 
late Clennell Wilkinson, an excellent estimate 
by a man who specialised in studies of sailors. 
One book I have not read and do not propose 
to is a recent "debunking" effort in which 
Nelson and his achievements were belittled. 
I imagine that Miss Oman's prodigious effort 
will command more attention. Personally, 
I have only one objection to it. Its price, 42/, 
even for such a large book, Js a bit steep, 
although I am sure the book is well worth it. 
What an idea for a Christmas present from a 
really rich relative, if such a thing exists today. 

Citizen Army 
PREPARATIONS fpr the inauguration of 
* Australia's citizen military force of 50,000 
troops will be completed by next July, according 
to a statement by the Minister for the Army, 
Mr. Chambers. The citizen force will comprise 
a field force: of two infantry» divisions, one 
armoured brigade group, and coast and anti
aircraft units of fixed defences. 

Distribution of the field force was detailed 
by the Minister as follows :—New South Wales : 
HQ., 2nd Infantry Division, two infantry 
brigades (less one battalion in Queensland), 
two field artillery regifiients,* one field engineer 

 4  . ?*. / " 
continued on p. 293 . , 
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The Buffs Golfing Society 
Momentous Decisions 

A  MOMENTOUS date in the history of the 
^ Regimental Golfing Society will surely 
prove to be Monday; .November 24th, 1947, 
for on the morning of that day the Committee 
met in Canterbury and decided to put into 
execution a bold and comprehensive plan to 
bring the breath of life back to the Society 
which for the past t$ro years and more has been 
sinking fast. Present at the meeting were : 
MajorGeneral The Hon. P. G. Scarlett, the 
Colonel of the_ Regiment; Lieut.Colonel J. 
Crookenden, the Captain, in the Chair; and 
Capt&in H. H. C. Baird, VicePresident. Also, 
in attendance, was Major A. J. Peareth to give 
information as to how far he and his staff will 
be abfe to cooperate in the proposed scheme. 

§. THE PROGRAMME 
Here, in brief, is the programme to be carried 

out. The Society's handbook, revised up to 
date, is to be printed/and a copy sent to every 
past and present officer whose address can be 
traced. A leaflet, embracing a letter of appeal 
and a membership application form, will 
accompany each copy. And both the London 
and our own provincial press are to be invited 
to help by giving publicity to our appeal. In 
other words, the same programme is to be 
carried out today as the one which brought 
about the birth of the Society some twenty 
and more years ago. And what a success that 
programme was, for, during those years, no less 
than 245 past and present officers joined as 
members, thereby enabling us to enjoy both 
spring" and autumn golfing reunions amongst 
the larks and sand dunes at Sandwich with 
an, attendance of from 30 upwards, to say 
nothing of a dozen or more annual matches. 
How sadly different the situation is today, 
for since the war there have been two 
"meetings" only—not reunions, for the res
pective attendances at Canterbury were 10 and 
14 only, made up for the greater part from those 
living nearby who see each other every day ! 

DISTURBING FACTORS 
And now for some of the reasons which have 

brought about this disturbing state of affairs. 
Since 1939 we have lost no less than 44 of pur 
members. At the moment we are completely 
put of touch with as many more, a matter which 
we hope to rectify. The number of nonplaying 
members has gone up by leaps and bounds, 
probably 50 per cent, or more, as a result of the 
past nine weary years. Almost all our regular 

serving officers are overseas, and the same 
applies to those with Emergency Commissions. 
And the officer establishment at the Depot is 
not far short of being threatened with ex
tinction. The position, in fact, is that we are 
now left with only a dozen or two potential 
entries for our future reunions/ whereas we 
must, if these reunions are to be a success, 
have well over a hundred; as was the case in 
the happy and prosperous past. 

Is there any hope of this great increase in 
membership being achieved will probably be 
asked by many ? And the answer is that the 
Committee, relying on the success in the past, 

. thinks that it can in spite of the difficulties 
which beset them. There is, for example, the 
nightmare of no petrol, which demands the 
constant flow of letters and the irritation of 
the telephone as compared to immediate 
decisions arising out of round table talks. And 
there is the splitting headache of sifting the 
live addresses from the dead from the 1,500 
and more names and addresses in the tiers of 
card index boxes lined up like library books in 
the office of the Past and Present Association. 

However, things have already begun to 
move. Lieut.Colonel Crookenden is doing 
gallant work by 'bus seeing to this and that. 
Major Peareth and his staff are revising 
addresses, and manipulating index cards and 
4'finding the Lady" with the agility of pro
fessional conjurors. And Captain Baird seldom 
stops flogging his typewriter. 

AN APPEAL TO READERS 
A further progress report will appear next 

month. In the meantime, if any reader would 
like to join the Society, and/or suggest another 
who might care to do likewise, will he please 
write to"The Hon. Secretary, The Buffs Golfing 
Society, Depot The Buffs, Canterbury. There 
could be no greater encouragement to our 
somewhat elderly Committee in their difficult 
task than the invigoration of new membership, 
and the hope is that from amongst the hundred 
and more officer readers of The Dragon will be 
found at least a score anxious and ready to set 
the ball rolling by coming along as members. 
Life Membership, by the way, at a cost of 10/
only and available for nonplaying members as 
well as playing, is open to rill who hold or have 
held a commission in any battalion which bears 
or has borne the title, The Buffs. The names 
of new members will be published next month, 
and The Editor reports he has sufficient space 
for plenty! 
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Citizen Army—continued from p. 291. 

regiment, coast and antiaircraft units of fixed 
defences, divisional and corps troops, two 
armoured regiments, one motor battalion, and 
armoured brigade ancillary troops. Victoria: 
H.Q., 3rd Infantry Division, two infantry 
brigades (less one battalion in Tasmania), two 
field artillery regiments, one field engineer 
regiment, divisional and corps troops, one 
armoured brigade (less units in New South 
Wales), and armoured brigade ancillary troops. 
Queensland : one infantry brigade and one 
infantry battalion, one field artillery regiment, 
and divisional and corps troops. South 
Australia : One infantry brigade (less one 
battalion in Western Australia), one field 
artillery regiment, one divisional reconnaissance 
regiment, and divisional and corps troops. 
Western Australia : one infantry battalion, one 
machine gun battalion, one field artillery regi
ment, coast and antiaircraft units for fixed 
defences, and divisional and corps troops. 
Tasmania : one infantry battalion, one anti
tank regiment, and corps troops. 

Divisional and corps troops include Signal, 
Army Service Corps, Ordnance, Medical and 
other smaller Units. 

Before action can be taken to raise Citizen 
Military Force units, preparatory measures will 
be completed. These include selection and 
training of members of the Permanent Military 
Forces to provide cadres for Citizen Force units. 
This training, already begun at Army schools, 
is expected to be completed by April next. 
Another factor is preparation of training depots, 
and work on the reconditioning of these is 
already proceeding. There must also be pre
paration and issue of equipment to Citizen 
Force units, and selection and refresher training 
of Citizen Force officers. Officers will be drawn 
initially from the Reserve of Officers, and from 
those officers who continue to serve in the 
Interim Army. 

As Citizen Force officers reach the age limit 
for the active list, they will be replaced by 
soldiers who have been trained in the Citizen 
Force and have qualified for commissions, and 
from among persons outside the Army who have 
certain required technical or professional quali

fications. It was recently announced that 394 
officers, noncommissioned officers and men of 
the Permanent Military Forces were undergoing 
training in Victoria and New South Wales, 
prior to appointment to the Cadres which will 
form the P.M.F. nucleus of the Citizen Force 
units. By the end of October, the numbers in 
these schools will have been stepped up to 650, 
but after that, numbers will diminish until the 
training for the cadres is completed in April, 
1948. In all, 1,196 officers and men will be 
trained for cadre duty. 

(Extract from Australian Defence and 
Services Newsletter) 

h h 
 OM o M 

1 
YY/HAT is this National Association, and 

why do we use these three question marks 
in the shape of a Sailor, a Soldier and an 
Airman as our "signature tune" ? We have a 
nasty feeling that there are very few of you 
who could give the answer, so here goes. 

It is called the National Association because 
it is nationwide. It exists for one purpose and 
one purpose only, to help you, the men in the 
Services, to get yourselves settled back into 
that rather strange place, "Civvy Street". 
Even if you haven't been away from it very long 
it is a bit queer to come back to and you may 
not have any connections which will help you 
to find the sort of work you want to do ; even 
if you have the slightest idea yourself what 
that is ! 

The National Association, therefore, having 
this one object, is a businesslike civil organis
ation which has spent years studying the 
matter and through its 50 odd branches all 
over the country aims at giving you personal 
service without charge. Obviously the best 
way to help you men is by obtaining the 
goodwill of employers bf labour and this can 
be done easily by supplying them with the sort 
of men they want on whom they can rely, who 
give them service in exchange for a square deal. 

If you haven't a job to go back to get in 
touch with your nearest branch of this Associ
ation as soon as you go home on discharge 
leave and have a talk with them. They will 

Of major importance is the provision of 
suitable and adequate buildings for home 
training. These will contain facilities both for 
military training and recreational purposes. 
Until the national building situation improves, 
however, existing buildings will be used. Where 
necessary, they will be repaired and altered to 
suit Citizen Force requirements. 
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help you to sort out your own ideas by. being 
able to tell you what sort of jobs are likely to, 
be available iii your area, and having done this 
and found out. all about you they will then 
arrange an interview for you , with a likely 
prospective employer. 

That answers the first part of thq question, 
but what about the second. Something was 
wanted which would catch the eye and at the 
same time arouse your curiosity, as to the 
connection with the Services. Furthermore, 
we hope that you will quickly recognise this 
sign and even without seeing the name realise 
at once that underneath it you will find some
thing about the National Association for 
Employment of Sailors, Soldiers and Airmen. 
To give you some idea of the amount of re
settlement which is carried out by the Associ
ation, the number of placings recorded for all 
branches in the first nine months of this year 
total 40,051. t; ' \ 

When you get yotir bundle of papers on 
starting your leave you will find amongst them 
a postcard already franked and addressed to 
the Regular Forces Employment Association 
(which is. the National Association's short 
title). If you want to try us out all you need 
to do is to fill in your name and address on the 
other side and post it. Shortly afterwards you 
will hear from thd branch of this Association 
in whose area you live. 

By the way, you needn't have any fear that 
the Control of Engagement Order will upset 
this business, it won't. The National Associ
ation is an approved agency, so don't hesitate 
on that score. 

Regular Forces Employment Association, 
14 Howick Place, S.W.I. 

S.S.A.F.A. and its Services 
THE Soldiers', Sailors' and Airmen's Families' * 
* Association was founded in i885 by Colonel 

Sir James Gildea, to look after the wives and 
families of men going abroad with the Second 
Egyptian Expeditionary Force. For over 60 
years it has. been building up its organisation 
on an everincreasing scale. The Service which 
S.S.A.F.A; offers today is outlined hereunder. 

1. Ensures that the families of serving and 
exServicemen and women, obtain all the help 
to Which they are entitled from th<e State*. 

2. Provides immediate financial help, often/ 
in cooperation with other organisations, to 
alleviate hardship which is not covered by any 
Government scheme, or where official machinery 
moves too slowly to meet urgent needs. Grants 
are made towards the. cost of purchasing 
essential furniture when permanent homes have 
been/found; towards the temporary main
tenance of widows and of families affected 
financially by breakdowns suffered by disabled 
men; during periods of illness for extra 
nourishment ; medical attention; nursing, etc, 

3. Advises families, at their own request, 
in all their difficulties, and thereby helps them 
over the many troubles and misunderstandings 
which arise during the time of readjustment 
to home life after long separation. 

4. Provides shortstay accommodation in 
S.S.A.F.A.'s Emergency Homes for children, 
during periods of domestic trouble or the 
mother's illness. 

5. Maintains for the Forces the S.S.A.F.A. 
Overseas Service, which provides the service., 
man with a permanent link with home and 
through which those stationed overseas will be 
able to make urgent family enquiries. 

6. Through the Clothing Branch S.S.A.F.A. 
supplies clothing* blankets, layettes and foot
wear to wives and children in need. 16,607 
families were assisted/totalling 37,088 perso'ns, 
involving 309,212 garments and 3,957 layettes 
in the first quarter of 1947. 

7. Provides fully trained and certificated 
Nurses, who perform the duties of a District 
Nurse to the wives and families of servicemen 
in garrisons at home and abroad. There are 75 
S.S.A.F.A. Nursing Sisters, 38 at home ; 26 in 
Germany ; 3 in the Middle East; 2 in Austria ; 
2 in Malta ; 1 in Gibraltar and 3 in 'Singapore. 

8. The S.S.A.F.A. Married Families' Club, 
at 14/16 Nevern Square, Earls Court, London, 
provides accommodation for serving or ex
servicemen, . below commissioned rank, and 
their families, for the: sum of 5/ each, for bed,, 
bath and breakfast. 

9. The Alexandra Homes at Devonport, 
run under the auspices of S.S.A.F.A., provides 
beds for expectant mothers, and antenatal 
care. During 1946 1,335 wives of the threib 
Services were admitted to the Home; and 
there were 1,260 births. 

S.S.A.F.A, is a fhember of the Consultative 
Committee of. Services Voluntary Associations 
and works iii tbe closest/cod^ration with the 
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Army Benevolent Fund, which contributes 
generously to S.S.A.F.A. funds. S.S.A.F.A. 
investigates the majority of the applications 
received by the R.A.F. Benevolent Fund and 
the R.N. Benevolent Trust, and almonises their 
grants, both funds making grants to individual 
families on S.S.A.F.A.'s recommendation and 
often sharing the expense of the required 
grant with S.S.A.F.A.; this also* applies to 
most Regimental Funds. 

The German Defeat in the West 
By Major E. W. Sheppard, O.B.E., M.C. 

r\ESPITE the fact that the German official 
^history of the War has not been, and is 
never now likely to be, written, we already 
know in broad outline the story and causes of 
the German defeat. Most of the senior com
manders of the Wehrmacht have given their 
evidence to Allied investigating officers, who 
have also had at their disposal all the records 

« of the enemy High Command. Major Shulman, 
one of the Canadian Intelligence Staff engaged 
on this work, has told the full story in a book 
(.Defeat in the West, by Milton Shulman. Seeker 
& Warburg, 15/), which is one of the most 
interesting and valuable to have appeared in 
this country on the recent War. 

Though the bulk of the work is devoted to 
the operations in the West in 19445, it also 
covers more briefly the earlier history of the 
German Army and its days of victory—the 
rebirth under Hitler, the preparations for war 
in 1939, and the campaigns in Poland, Norway 
and France in 1939 and 1940, set off by the 
failure to invade Britain after Dunkirk and the 
collapse of France. Then followed the era of 
mistakes—the failure to take Gibraltar, the 
untimely expenditure of force in Greece and 
Crete, and the colossal blunders of the attack 
on Russia, the dragging of the United States 
into the War, and the failure to drive home the 
offensive against Egypt. Thenceforward, with 
the campaigns in the East going awry, the loss 
of Africa, and the collapse of Italy, the rate of 
decline of German military power became 
steep and swift, and the stage was set for the 
author's main theme—the German defeat in 

„ the West. 
The preparations for the campaign on the 

German side appeared more full and adequate 
than they were in reality. The famed Atlantic 
Wall had no depth and little surface ; the 

troops set to defend it were of miscellaneous 
and uncertain calibre ; there was a disastrous 
divergence of view between Rundstedt, in 
chief command in the West, and Rommel, in 
executive charge of the northern Army Group 
on which the Allied blow was to fall, as to the 
best method of meeting the invasipn. In the 
first week the Allies firmly established them
selves in Normandy, where they had not been 
expected to make their main attack, and the 
Germans were back on the defensive, with their 
best chance of throwing the invaders back into 
the sea lost in a series of costly battles. By the 
end of June further heavy losses in infantry 
and armour had been incurred in vain attempts 
at a counterstroke ; Cherbourg had been lost 
and the Allied preparations for a breakout 
were complete. Rundstedt was replaced by 
Kluge, and hard on his taking up the command 
came the American breakout on the Western 
flank of the battlefield. The armoured counter
blow ordered by Hitler himself at Mortain was 
a costly failure, and was followed by the envelop
ment and destruction of the remnant of the 
7th German Army in the Falaise pocket. The 
crossing of the Seine, the fall of Paris, the dash 
for Brussels and Antwerp, and the clearing of 
Northern and Eastern France and Belgium 
followed quickly. The Allied landing in Southern 
France led to the elimination or bottling up in 
the Atlantic ports of the whole of Blaskowitz's 
southern Army Group. The German resistance 
in the West seemed on the point of complete 
collapse ; but the Allied failure at Arnhem, 
the tightening brake of supply and administra
tive difficulties, the coming of bad weather, 
and the stiffening of the German defence by 
any and every sort of armed body that could 
be swept together, enabled the front to be 
temporarily stabilised along the Western 
frontier of Germany and a breathing space to 
be secured for the reorganisation of the defence 
of the Fatherland. 

Once again Hitler intervened to impose on 
the reinstated Rundstedt the illstarred counter
offeusive in the Ardennes, which dissipated the 
residue of the German armour and after a 
delusive incidental success terminated in a 
costly repulse. A series of even more disastrous 
defensive battles fought first west and then 
east of the Rhine completed the ruin of the 
sorely tried and depleted Wehrmacht ; the 
final stand planned for the Bavarian redoubt 
was stillborn ; and with Hitler's death in the 
ruins of Berlin, the shattered structure of the 
Third Reich collapsed in ruinous defeat. 

Such is the broad outline of the story, told 
by the author with great succinctness, vividness 
and accuracy. What were the primary causes 
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of the disaster ? They may be summarised in 
the? author's own words, endorsed by no less 
an authority than FieldMarshal Montgomery 
himself, in three phrases—too much. Hitler, 
too much ignorance, too much discipline. This 

 summary seems likely to stand up to any test 
to which feistory's subsequent revelations may 
subject iti 

For five years Hitler, brooding over a large; 
scale map in Berlin, had made in person every 
important decision taken by the Wehrmacht; 
this fact was both; the strength and the weakness 
of German military power, and was the prime 
factor both in its early victories and in its 
ultimate defeat. In the early years of prepar
ation I for war and in the initial campaigns 
Hitler had time and again been right and the 
German generals wrong. In the Austrian crisis, 
the Sudetenland crisis, in Poland, in Norway 
and in France his strategy had come off in 
defiance of doubters and critics. Not only did 
the world begin to believe in the infallibility of 
his military intuitions, but he began to have a 
firm faith in them himself. But with the fall 
of France the career of Hitlerian infallibility 
leading to invariable victory had reached its 
zenith ; henceforward the road led ever down
hill to defeat after defeat. All the decisions, 
not only thoSe of major strategy but those of 
major and even of minor tactical matters, 
became Hitler's own. By 1945 things had 
reached such a pass that afl decisions involving 
operational movements, attacks of any form
ation larger than a division; all withdrawals 
and retreats, and all evacuations of positions, 
towns, cities or fortresses, had to be reported 
to and approved by him before execution. 
Hitler was in personal and complete command ; 
all under him had been stripped of authority 
ruthlessly, contemptuously and entirely. The 
Wehrmacht generals, eagerly helping to sabot
age the Republic in order to satisfy their 
ambitions for a nationalist militarist Germany, 
had spawned a child destined to commit 
parricide. 

This tight grip of Hitler over the Wehrmacht 
was rendered unbreakable by;/two other 
factors—discipline and ignorance. It was this 
discipline, admittedly, which enabled the army 
to fight on for so long. But it also prevented 
it taking steps to end the war before complete 
disaster befell it and Germany was driven to 
destruction. Having deliberately isolated from 
civilian thought and cut itself adrift from 
politics, the German officer corps was a close 
corporation obsessed with the dogma of absolute 
obedience to authority. To live was to obey
openly to doubt or challenge a superior un
thinkable. Nor was a revolt in the rank and 

file 5ever. possibkvpc conditioned 
to : strict military obedience before they ever 
reached the Army, they were drugged in its 
ranks into, the same blind unthinking obedience. 
Unopposed either by those who led the German 
armies or by those who formed them, Hitler 
was able to play madly at war with the sure 
knowledge that whatever he .ordered would 
always be Obeyed, ~ . 

Ignorance, too, aided in repressing any 
remote possibility of revolt. Rarely has there 
been a group of commanders so ignorant as 
were the German generals, both of their own 
forces and of their enemies'. As early as 
January, 1940, an order had been issued that 
no commander was to be informed of any future 
operation which did not directly concern him, 
nor was he to make any attempt to find out. 
Thus, no officer, however highly placed, could 
ever oppose Hitler with the plea that a proposed 
operation was impossible because of lack of 
resources; all officers, being dependent for 
their information of the picture Dr. Goebbels 
chose to present to them, were woefully at sea 
as regards the general war situation and the 
forces and resources arranged/against them. 
Almost up to the last they fully believed that 
the German armed forces were strong and 
intact, that the Allies were being held in check 
everywhere, and that important new secret 
weapons were on the way. 

To sum up in a few words the author's main 
conclusions"There were many occasion's 
during World War II when Germany, had she 
taken another course, could have been 
victorious. On each of these occasions the 
German nation was in possession of sufficient 
material resources to win; yet it failed. The 
reasons for its failure lies in the fact that the 
German military  leaders responsible for con
ducting the war were unable to use effectively 
the superiority when they had it. Too much, 
ignorance, too much discipline, and too much 
Hitler were responsible for the mistakes which 
robbed Germany of the victory she almost but 
not quite achieved. In the last year of the war, 
when victory was no longer possible and only 
the shadow of ultimate defeat remained, the 
same three factors brought to Germany needless 
destruction? despair and death." 
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Correspondence. 

'The Dragon" 

. The DrillpHall, 
Canterbury. 

/ 1st December, 1047. 
The Editor, 
Deaf :Sir, . 

I have recently enjoyed a holiday in Scotland and 
stayed in Comrie, the small village where the5th 
Battalion spent six happy and hardworking months' 
just prior to leaving for the North African Campaign. 

^travelled in uniform, and on arrival at my destination, 
when people recognised who I » was, I was surrounded 
by people who wanted, news, of the Regiment. 

I should like all who served there with the 5th 
Battalion to know that they are still held in very high 
esteem by the people of Comrie, and they would welcome 
a line from anyone they knew. 

Old Crowley is still ready to change a cheque and to 
look after your overdraft. 

The proprietors of both the "Royal'* and the 
"Ancester" hotels have changed since our day, but 
there is still a nice "wee drappie" to be obtained. 

Jack Simmons of the 5th is married and lives, there, 
and he and his family very kindly entertained me and 
mine to tea, in really true Scottish, style, for which we 
were very grateful. 

I understand that I just missed Major Fox, who was 
in the district, which was a pity, as I am sure he would 
have been interested in the cellars of the 5th Battalion 
unofficial headquarters. ^ 

Yes, Comrie is still the same, and if anyone of the 
Regiinent happens to be that way and lets it be known 
that he belongs to The Buffs he is sure of a real Scotch 
Welcome. 

Yours faithfully, 
TOM BURT. 

"Beckford Head", 
Tabard Street, 

S;E,1.  ; * 
2nd December, 1947. 

The Editor^, "The Dragon", 
Dear Sir, " . 

With reference to the account of the London Branch's 
Anniversary Dance appearing in the October issue. 

i was highly amused to learn that "Miss. Lacey" 
accompanied my wife and self. As this should have 
read "Mr. Lis", I'm afraid that that gentleman is going 
to take a very dim view of the insinuation that he is 
not the man .he thought he was. 

This typographical error, however, by no means 
lessens the success of a wonderful evening, and I would 
like to take this opportunity of recording my appreci' 
ation of the hard work put in by the organisers to ensure 
a completely marvellous show. 

Business prevents me from attending all the meetings 
and social functions of the Association that I would 
like to, and the only means of maintaining contact with 
my many friends in the Regiment is to repeat my 
assurance of a cordial welcome to all Buffs should they 
be in the neighbourhood. This applies in particular to 
any "outoftown" Buffs. It has been my privilege to 
accommodate a number of exservice pals during then
stay in town—and in addition to the pleasure I derive 
from the opportunity of reminiscencing over my army 
days—gives me an excellent excuse to sit on the 
customer's side of the counter whilst the wife does the 
work 1 

In conclusion may I be permitted to offer my greetings 
for a happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year to 
all Buffs, wherever they may be, and in particular to 
those with whom I had the honour to serve during the 
war years. * 

Yours faithfully, 
STANLEY G. LACEY (6774). 

The Past and Present 
Association. 

"  1  :      '   '   

Life Members* 
NOVEMBER 1ST—30TH, 1947. 

Londdh Branch.—Keeble, J., Burgess, H. W., Dixey, 
Captain J. H.,.Crandini, F. M. 

Ramsgate Branch —Speakman, K. T. 
Canterbury Branch.^Chambers^ S. , Moat, A. H; 
Danish Branch, . Copenhagen.—Iversen, W,M„ 

Captain* K. D. 
H.Q'. Roll.—Harris, F., Redshaw, B., Baker, R., 

Butcher, J., Cork, H., Collins, J., Griffiths, E., Longman, 
R., Moore, A., Wilson, D., Fellowes, A.* Davis, R. W. 

Annual Members. 
Dover Branch.—Benn, R. J. 
Weald Branch.r—Manctelow, F. 
Ramsgate Branch.^Cantwell, R. 
H.Q. RD//.—Richards, L., Bloom, A. J. 

Benevolent Fund. 
GRANTS; 

Nov. 1. 
3. 
3. 
7. 
7. 

10. 
10. 
13. 
13. 
13. 
13. 
24. 

Nov. 3. 
4. 
4. 
4. 
6. 
6. 

10. 
13. 
13. 
18. 
18. 

; 25. 
/ -28. 

. £ s. d. 
.. 5 0 0 

,3 0 0 
'3 10 0 

.. 25 0 0 

.. 5 0 0 
. 5 0 0 

5 0 0 
5 0 0 
5 0 0 

.. 2 10 0 
2 0 0 
5 0 0 

World War Charitable Fund. 
GRANTS. 

1 s. d. 
3 0 0 
2 10 0 
4 0 0 
3 0 0 
2 10 0 
2 0 0 
4 0 0 
2 13 0 
1 6 0 
1 0 0 
4 5 C 
2 101 C 
3 10 ( 
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MINUTES of the i38th Meeting of the Regimental 
Committee,The Buffs,held at Canterbury on Saturday, 
November 29th, 1947. 

Present: 
Lieut.Colonel G. R. Howe (Chairman). 
Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry (ViceChairman). 
Lieut.Colonel G. E. F. Oliver, D.S.Q. 
Lieut.Colonel J. R. P. Williams, M.B.E. 
Major P..Lewis. ' 
Major R. W. Edmeades. 
Major A: J. Peareth (Hon. Secretary). 

167. The MINUTES of the 137th Meeting were read and 
confirmed. 

168. DRAGON CLUB,—The Committee recommend that 
the dinner for the year 1948 be held at the 
United Service Club and that the date be 
Wednesday, June 30th. 

169. OFFICERS' REUNION.,—Lieut.Colonel J. R. P. 
/Williams consented to becoming Chairman of a 
subcommittee and Major R. W. Edmeades 
Hon. Secretary. 

It was agreed that representatives from battalions 
should be coopted. 

170. Book OF LIFE, 193945.—The Secretary reported 
that he had received the official Roll of Honour 
of the Buffs from the. War "Office. 

He reported that he had also received applications 
from relatives of regular other ranks of The 
Buffs asking that such casualties might be 
recorded in the Book of Life even though they 
were not serving in The Buffs at the time of 
their death. ; 

The Committee is in sympathy with these applic
ations, and suggest that it be made known in 
The Dragon  that such applications will be 
reviewed in Committee, provided they are 
received within a certaintime limit, which will 
be stated in the announcement which will appear 
in the Regimental Journal. 

171. CANTERBURY CRICKET WEEK CLUB.—Lieut.
Colonel G. E.'F. Oliver consented to becoming 
Chairman, with Captain E. G. Cox, Hon. Sec
retary of a subcommittee for the year 1948. 
Additional members of the subcommittee to be 
coopted. 

172. RANGOON CATHEDRAL WAR MEMORIAL.—The 
Committee recommend that the provision of a 

; Regimental Crest be proceeded with, and that 
a  letter be written to the Bishop of Rangoon 
concerning the matter of a donation. 

173. The Committee is of opinion that so long as 
British Churches continue as such in India and 
Pakistan, memorials erected in them at any 
time by The Buffs remain where they now are. 

174. The Committee recommend that serving officers 
and sergeants of their respective messes in the 
Home Counties Brigade Group be invited to 
become honorary members of the officers' and 

: sergeants' messes respectively of The  Buffs. 
This privilege is already in being as regards the 
Royal Fusiliers and the East Surrey Regiment. 

175. NEXT MEETING.—To be held on  the morning of 
Saturday, January 24th, 1948. ' 

MINUTES of the 139th Meeting of the Executive 
Committee, Past and Present Association, The Buffs, 
held at Canterbury p.n Saturday,.November 29th, 1947. 

Present I \ ' 
Lieut.Colonel G. R. Howe (Chairman). 
Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry (ViceChairman). 
Lieut.Colonel G. E. F. Oliver, D.S.O. 
Lieut.Colonel J. R. P. Williams, M.B.E. 
Major R. W. Edmeades. 
Major P. Lewis. 
Major M. A. Bompas. 
Major A. J. H. Taylor. 

' Mr. H, Millington. 
Major A. j. Peareth (Secretary). a 

1.312. The MINUTES of the 138th Meeting were read 
and confirmed. 

Min. 1,305. Victory Club.—The Committee sug
gest that the scheme of individual 
membership of the Club be 
ventilated in The Dragon and 

a that branches of the Association 
be asked to report upon the 
number of individuals of their 
branches who avail themselves 
of the scheme. The Committee 
will then determine whether or 
not a donation is made to the 
Club. 

Min/1,309. Life Associate Member's Badge.— 
. The Secretary reported that a 

suitable badge for issue to Life 
Associate.Members is in course 

' of production. 
1.313. LADIES' GUILDS BADGE.—The Secretary re

ported that the stock of badges had run out. 
Before ordering a fresh supply he asked 
whether the Committee is in agreement with 
a proposal that Ladies' Guilds should adopt 
the Annual Member's Badge with the words, 
"Ladies'Guild", underneath. This was agreed 
to. 

1.314. LIFE ASSOCIATE MEMBER.—The application of 
Mr. Mumford Cooke, submitted through the 
Faversham Branch was approved. 

1.315. DENMARK BRANCH.—The Secretary reported 
that the Denmark Branch was in process of 
formation at Copenhagen. 

The Committee suggest that fifteen shillings of 
. the life membership subscription 6f each 
> ' Danish member be retained by the Branch 

for benevolent purposes, and that a sum of 
£200 be allotted to the Branch from the World 
War Charitable Fund, 193945. 

1.316. MAURICE HOUSE.—The Committee instructed 
the Secretary to reply to the British Legion 
that the person in question not being a 

~ r : member of the Association, it is not considered 
that his maintenance at Maurice House is a. 
matter for the Association whose primary 
object is the welfare of its own members. 

1.317. NEXT MEETING.—Saturday, January 24th, 1948. 

MINUTES of the Annual General Meeting of the Past 
and Present Association, The Buffs, held at Canterbury 
on Saturday, November 29th, 1947, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 
MajorGeneral the Hon. G.. Scarlett, C.B., M.C. 

(President)—in the Chair. 
Lieut.Colopei G. R. Howe* 
Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry.. . 
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Lieut.Colonel G. E. F. Oliver, D.S.O. 
Lieut.Colonel J. R. P. Williains, M.B.E. 
Major R. W. Edmeades. 
Major M A. Bompas. 
Major A. J. H. Taylor. 
Major A. J. Peareth (General Secretary). 
Mr. H. Barnes and Mr. E. H. Sherrard (Ashford). 
Mr. G. S. Billings and Mr. R. J. Collins (London). 
Mr. H. Millington and Mr. C. A. Mills (Dover), 
Colonel R. B. Bnnns, T^Dr(Weald). ^ 
Mr. W, H. Daw and Mr! A. Thirst (Medway), 
Mr. N. Martin and Mr, R. H. J. Rtissell (Sittingbourne). 
Mr. E. H. Swendell and Mr. B. E. Knott (Ramsgate). 
Mr. G. Cousins and Mr. H. Ingram (Margate). 
Mr. W./F. C. Atkins and Mr. J. E. Down (Hythe). 
Mr. J. J. Sharp and Mr. S. V. Clarke (Canterbury). 
Mr. T. Fordred (Folkestone). 
Captain J. Green and Mr. E. Curtiss (Faversham), 

. 1. OPENING ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT.—The 
President pointed out that it had not been 
possible to hold an Annual General Meeting since 
1939, but that the annual accounts, duly audited 
and passed by the Committee, and the annual 
reports for the intervening years had .been 
circulated to branches. * 

He referred to the various funds of the Association, 
their increase, in investments and the source of 
supply, drawing attention to the possible increase 
of the cost per copy of The Dragon. He gave 
figures of the increase of membership. 

He explained the reason for the creation of the 
World War Charitable Fund, 193945/ and its 
objects. 

He referred to the excellent work done by the 
Committees of the. Prisoners of War Fund and 
the Comforts Fund, under Mrs. Crookenden and 
the Ladies' Guilds during the war years. 

He gave the Meeting an insight into the future of 
the Army from a Regimental point of view and 
its effect on the Association. 

2. The MINUTES of the Annual General Meeting, 1939, 
were read and confirmed. * 

3. BALANCE SHEETS.—The Balance Sheets for the 
financial years 1st April, 1939, to 31st March, 
1947* duly audited, were passed. 

4. ANNUAL REPORTS.—The Annual Reports, 1939 to 
1947, were adopted. 

5. SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE—HEARING.—The Hythe 
Branch reported that it was impossible to hear 
either the Lesson or the Address at the Service. 
The President stated that he would look into the 
matter. . ... 

6. BENEVOLENT GRANTS TO MEMBERS ONLY.—The 
Faversham Branch raised the question. The 
President explained that the Benevolent Fund 
was reserved for members, but that the World 
War Charitable Fund, 193945, and grants from 
the Army Benevolent Fund were utilized under 
charter, for the benefit of nonmembers. These 
fiinds would in course of time run out, whereas 
the Benevolent Fund is a constant fund. 

7. DART COMPETITION.—The Medway Branch ex
plained points in connexion with a proposed 
intergroup darts competftion ; it was agreed 
that this should be held on the "knock Out" 
system, the semifinals and final being played on 
neutraf premises. ; 

8. BROADCASTING OF SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE.—It 
was asked that the Service again be broadcast, 
but the President pointed out that this lay with 
the B.B.C. 

9. TRADE DIRECTORY—Dragon.—Mr. Millington asked 
whether a Buffs Tradey Directory could be in
corporated in The Dragon. The Editor said he 
would look into the matter. 

10. POSTERS.—Specimens of posters which it is pro
posed to circulate to branches iii 'order to stimu
late recruiting to the Association were exhibited 
and explained. : * 

11. VOTE OF THANKS. 
(a) The London Branch proposed a vote of thanks 

to the President for presiding at the Meeting. 
Carried unanimously. ; 

(b) The London Branch proposed a vote of thanks 
to the Chairman and Committee for their 
most valuable work during the war years. 
Carried unanimously. . .. 

(c) The Ramsgate Branch proposed a vote of 
thanks to the Secretary for his; services to 
the Association. Carried unanimously. 

London Branch* 
A meeting of the London Branch was held 

at the Prince Alfred, Tufton Street, West
minster, S.W. 1, on. Saturday, 15th November 
last, with ViceChairman Captain G. J. Emery 
in the Chair. 

We were pleased to have with us Colonel 
J. V. R. Jackson, Major J. E. Enright, Captain 
R. Treadwell and Captain Hopps. 

MINUTES.—The Minutes of the last Meeting 
were read, passed and signed. 

The members stood in silence to the memory 
of Brigadier Adrian Marshall and Chelsea 
Pensioner Harry Monk. 

Colonel Jackson said he had attended the 
funeral of Adrian Marshall, a great soldier, a 
great gentleman and a very great friend. 
Brigadier Marshall had not left an enemy in 
the world. 

Captain G. J. Emery rose and said they had 
been very fond of him on detachment at 
Fermoy; During the late war he had been in 
Command at a P.o.W. camp at Worthing 
where he, Captain Emery, had been on the 
Staff. , — 

C.S.M. Cabby Saunders, 2nd Battalion, said, 
"I was shocked a few minutes ago to read the 
announcement in The Dragon. We have been 
corresponding regularly for years*" 

NEW MEMBERS.—Captain R. Treadwell, 6th 
and 7th Battalions, G. R. Saxton, 2nd Battalion; 
attended for the iirst time and were welcomed 
by Gaptain Emery. : / ; / ... 
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 " HERE AND THERE. 
The late Hariy Monk was a very generous 

soldier. If someone said, "Harry, got a fag ?" 
Harry would say, "Here you are, here is a 
penny, go down to the canteen and buy your
self a packet of gaspers." 

In those days, also, beer was 1/ a gallon. 
Think of it—or rather, don't. 

For many years after Harry's time, both in 
the 1st and 2nd Battalions, whether at home 
or abroad, if a man wanted to borrow cigarettes, 
money or a pair of socks for kit inspection, the 
prospective victim would say, "Who do you 
take me for, Harry Monk ?" His name became 
a byeword for generosity in the Regiment. 

Whilst "on the subject of old soldiers, I saw 
Bill Elvey, Captain Birdie Hopps, SpudAustin, 
Neddy "Norman, Jim King and Major Enright 
talking over old times over a glass of beer and 
Major Enright was the  youngest soldier. 
Something new for him I should think. 

One of them reminded him of the time when 
the young Bugler Enright sounded "Defaulters" 
outside the Officers' Mess. I saw a twinkle in 
his eye, but he allowed that, one to pass, 

Down in Kent, in the village of Otham, Nr. 
Maidstone, lives an old Buff named Charlie 
Judd, who was a ColourSergeant a good many 
years ago. He was at the relief at Chitral and 
also served) in Kelly Kenny's Division, the 
Starving 8th, if my memory serves me right, 
and later served at Kamptee in the Central> 
Provinces. I have had many a chat with him 
about Fort Sitabuldi, having been there myself . 

During the First World War he served in 
the West Kent Volunteers as a Sergeant and 
whilst on Review at Ashford, Kent, his Chitral 
Medal was spotted by Field Marshal Sir John 
French, who was inspecting the parade; he 
had quite a long chat with Charlie. 

Mr. Judd was thrilled with the photo of the 
Chelsea Pensioners and Nobby Clark in the 
September issue of The Dragon. 
He knew all the Pensioners, but was not sure 

of Nobby. 
He is rather a long way off the beaten "Buff 

track" and so is pleased to meet one. 
There are very few Buffs who remember 

him, the only one I can think oi lives at Herne 
Bay and the Buff Captain  Ernie Carter does 
not know has not yet enlisted. 

The last time I saw Charlie was in 1912. At 
that; time he had a brother, Edgar, who was 
serving in the 2nd Battalion air Wellington/1 

I knew him well; he died in France in 1915. 
Some of the London Branch must remember 
him. 

MEDWAY BRANCH . VISIT.—Captain Emery 
proposed and Mr. Field seconded a vote of 
thanks to the members of the Ladies' Guild 
who had contributed so much to the success of 
the evening, especially from their larders. 

Colonel J. V. R. Jackson was called on by 
the Chairman to say a few words. He said, 
"The room is full of wellknown faces and 
I'm probably the second .oldest amongst them." 
He was glad to see them, as the Association 
made for a fine feeling between old comrades
something which was needed to help pull the 
old country out of the fix in which we now. 
found it. 

P. W. Green told me the other day that he 
had recently flown from Newport, Isle of Wight, 
to Rochester, and "on the way had passed over 
Knole Park and the Wilderness Camp, about 
forty minutes' flight. No doubt the intervening 
years have flown almost as fast. What 
memories that view of the district must have 
conjured up. 

No doubt I have received letters , from other 
2/5th members, but as I am not in possession 
of the Branch Roll I cannot be certain and 
can only hope this catches the eye of many 
more, as so many of them wish their sentiments 
for the ,New Year to be passed on through the 
medium of The Dragon. 

; Qn the first Wednesday in November, whilst 
returning from the Prince Alfred and carrying 
a bundle of Dragons, the Secretary met Major 
Jock Verlander and tried to sell him a copy, 
but there was nothing doing as the Major, like 
all wise Buffs, gets his copy direct from 
Canterbury. 

Mr. F. Taylor, 7558, 1st Battalion, accom
panied by Mrs.' Taylor, came up from Pinner 
to see us. They tell me all the family are 
demobbed and married. F; Taylor, whilst an 
officer in the Middlesex Home Guard/ dis
tinguished himself by detecting and reporting 
on a new type of German incendiary bomb. 

Best wishes to the London Branch, from 
E. J. Hedges, who, withCaptain E, Cafter's 
brother Hugh, went to Australia in 1901 to 
represent the Regiment at the inauguration of 
the Commonwealth. 

We have to thank L/Cpl. Honeywell, 2nd 
Battalion* for an offer of employment for a 
number of men, both skilled and unskilled, at 
Trades Union rates of pay, at Gas, Light and 
Coke Companies' premises. 
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Captain J. Swann also offered us a job for a 
Buff and his wife, complete with. uptodate 
accommodation. 

R.S.M. Bell, 5th Battalion, recently attended 
a meeting with five members of his Battalion. 
There was Sgt. Shilling, Officers' Mess Sergeant, 
Pte. Ash, Ammunition driver, L/Cpl. Geprge, 
Officers' Mess, Chenie, a signaller, and 
Templeton. When aire all the M.T. boys going 
to meet ? 

Mr. Stringer was there talking to some of his 
old pupils. 

Charles and Scottie Harris came up from 
Margate. They look as young as ever. Scottie 
was one of the first members of the Ladies' 
Guild. 

Lieut. Tony King in South Africa wishes to 
be remembered to the boys of the 9th Battalion, 
especially to Tony Mason. 

I will close these notes with best wishes for 
the New Year from the London Branch to all 
other Branches. 

E.C.W.G. 

Medway Br 
>  LADIES' GUILD. R' 

The Monthly Meeting was held on /the 28th 
inst. Mrs. King Holt (Chairman) presided; 
supported by Mrs. Rowlands (Treasurer), Mrs. 
Sellen (Hon. Secretary) and Committee. 

Apologies were received from Mrs. Burton, 
ViceChairman, who was indisposed. We wish 
her a speedy recovery. . . v:_,. 

Before the business Mrs* Holt risked all 
present to stand in silence to Mr. Moorey, the 
Secretary of the Men's Branch. 

Whist was then enjoyed by rill present and 
tea was served by the Committee. Mrs. Frost 
presented the prizes to the winning ladies. « 

As we shall not be meeting in December, 
best wishes were extended to all and names 
taken for a /supper to beheld in January. 

To all other Branches we send the Com
pliments of the Season. 
.v . :  :: :/ M.S. 

Weald Branch. 
Some seventy members were present at the 

First PostWar Dinner of the Branch at The 
George Hotel, Cranbrook, on Saturda.y evening, 
22nd November. This was very pleasing : in 
the wide and scattered area of the Weald, with 
its scanty means of transport, made more 
awkward than ever by the loss of' 'basic petrol", 
it was thought it might be difficult to get a 
representative number of members to come. 
But no / they came alright. They came from 
Brerichley, Matfield and Horsmonden; Lam
berhurst, Goudhurst and Cranbrook, Headeorn 
and Sutton Valence; Biddenden and Benenden, 

4 Rolvenden, Tenterden and Newenden ; and 
from oyer the Sussex border, Northiam and 
Wallcrouch, near Frant. Had Hawkhurst 
turned up in force we should have been hard 
put to it to keep our numbers within legal 
limits for a "sitdown" meal. 

Colonel Edgar Burns, the Branch Chairman, 
presided and proposed the loyal toast: that 
of the Regiment was given by Major Eric 
Clarke. We were very sorry that Brigadier 
Whitacre Allen was unwell, and unable to be 
there. It was a very pleasant evenihg indeed : 
old friends and acquaintances were greeted pn 
all sides. It is hoped to arrange the next 
dinner, if possible, at Tenterden, in the New. 
Year. " ' ' ' " ~ 

Sittingbourne Branch. 

There was quite a good muster at the 
November Monthly Meeting, Colonel D. J. 
Dean being in the Chair. 

Arrangements regarding the Smoking Concert 
to be held on 10th Jrinuary, 1948* Were reported. 

, The Committee intend that this function shall 
be as good as the one held last May, if not 
better. We are inviting several branches to 
visit us oh this occasion, and many old friend
ships should be renewed. 

A Shooting Match against the R.A. Associ
ation has been arranged, and Mr. Stevens, our 
able Sports Organizer, was busy collecting his 
team* r 

Mr. Hammond reported that the Branch 
were doing well in the InterClub Competition ; 
results to date being—played 5, won 3, lost 2. 

The Branch was represented at the Annual 
Parade and Service, organized by the British 
Legion, pn Armistice Sunday. The weather 
was inclement, and the attendance ~was not so 
good as usual. Colonel Dean was in charge Of 
the Parade. 

Various items of business were djscuriSrid* 
including the suggested Darts CompetitiqrL. 

The winner of the ' 'Booby'' Competition was 
Mr. Walters* 
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Ramsgate Branch. 
Being the month of our onee festive season, 

I must take this opportunity to wish all Buffs, 
past and present, a happy Christmas and a 
prosperous New Year, 

We made progress in 1947, but not enough, 
lots of young Buffs have got to be roped in. 
These youngsters have to carry on the good 
work we have started. Our A.G.M. will be in 
January, 1948. According to some moaners, 
there may be some new blood on our Com
mittees, etc. 

I cannot let this occasion pass without my 
appreciation to that fine Buff, our Chairman, 
Ted Swendell. Since our inauguration in 1945 
Mr. Swendell has attended every meeting and 
our success is partly due to his efforts. Through 
your valuable columns I should, as Secretary, 
like to give our Chairman the publicity he 
deserves. 

This year we made Captain S. W. Ingram, 
of the 1914 6th Battalion, a life member. 
Also, we collected Captain K. F. Speakman, of 
World War II. Many other ranks are annual 
and life members, and still there is plenty of 
scope left to collect Buffs who are not members 
of our Association. I always find progress is 
made by personal contact and it is up to every 
member to persuade Buffs who are not members 
to join our Association. 

Talking about Buffs, I was in Margate last 
month and paid a visit to Colonel C. F. S. 
Witts' residence. The Colonel showed me his 
collection of Buffs photographs. I was very 
interested and it took me back to many 
pleasant incidents of many years ago. Colonel 
Witts sends his Salaams to all Buff comrades. 

We missed Captain Ernie Carter at our 
meeting, and trqst he is better. 

Now for our Meeting report 
By carrying out the spirit of the orders of 

his own officer, who had been killed in the 
battle in the desert, rather than comply with 
instructions to withdraw and collect his wounded 
men latex, a Buffs corporal (afterwards pro
moted sergeant) earned the decoration of the 
M M .  

The medal was presented to him on Friday 
evening by the DeputyMayor of Ramsgate 
(Alderman S. E. Austin) before some 50 
members of the Ramsgate Branch of the Past 
and Present Association, The Buffs, at a 
meeting held at the Freemason's Tavern. 

The citation of Sergeant Rogers' courage was 
read by Major N. Taylor (brother of the 

President of the Ramsgate Branch, Major 
A. J. H. Taylor), who was an officer in Sgt. 
Rogers'Regiment. 

The citation showed how Corporal F. Rogers 
(as he then was) was with a carrier platoon on 
March 26th, 1943, with the 8th Armoured 
Brigade in an attack under barrage in the 
desert, and how his platoon commander,'Lieut. 
Lyons, was killed and the Platoon Sergeant 
badly wounded. The corporal found himself 
near the objective with three badly damaged 
carriers, two blown up by mines and one 
knocked out, and a number of wounded men. 

The party was under close machinegun and 
other fire, and Corporal Rogers was instructed 
by senior officers of other units to withdraw 
and fetch the wounded after dusk. Obeying 
the spirit of his dead officer's initial instructions, 
however, he held his ground and resisted all 
local enemy counterattacks until dusk, when 
he made his way to a New Zealand Advance 
dressing station and obtained help and 
stretchers. 

Having seen his wounded men evacuated, 
he then attempted to get into wireless touch 
with The Buffs to report. He himself had been 
slightly wounded. 

The citation says, "L/Sgt. Rogers, whose' 
courage and initiative on this and every other 
occasion under fire, was far in excess of the 
normal demands of duty. His inspiring conduct 
and leadership is most highly recommended 
for immediate recognition." . 

The meeting was opened by the Branch 
Chairman, Mr. E. H. Swendell. Others present 
included Major A. J. H. Taylor, Major Rose, 
Captain Morgan, Brigadier J. Morley Stebbings, 
Alderman S. E. Austin, Rev. George Bennett, 
Lieut. Price, Captain Divers, Captain K. F. 
Speakman (Town Clerk designate) and Mr. 
B. E. Knott, Hon. Secretary. 

A message from Buckingham Palace to Sgt. 
Rogers was read by the Deputy Mayor, who 
told the N.C.O. that Ramsgate was proud of 
him and they were proud that he had kept up 
the traditions of a famous regiment, their own 
Regiment. 

Briefly replying, the Sergeant said the great 
thing about getting decorations was being 
there to receive them in person. He knew of 
others who were not so lucky as he was. 

> A vote of thanks to Alderman Austin was 
proposed by Captain Morgan and seconded by 
Mr. E. Birch. 

Brigadier Stebbings was received with a great 
ovation when he replied to the Branch's wel
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come. Thanking the Buffs for inviting him to 
be present on the auspicious occasion of the 
award, he told members it was a pleasure to 
attend, any Buffs meeting, as he felt his own 
Regiment, the Royal Artillery, regarded the 
Buffs as a sister regiment. 

Congratulations to the Brigadier on his^ 
recent appointment as Hon. Colonel of his* 
Regiment, were offered by Mr. Swendell. 

Mr. B. E. Knott was nominated as a repre
sentative of the Past and Present on the B.L. 
Services Committee. 

Margate Branch. 
Our monthly meeting took place on Wednes

day* December 3rd, with Captain J. Tilleard in 
the Chair, supported by members of the Com
mittee and a number of members of the Branch. 

There were still quite a few vacant seats 
Which would look much better filled. 

The Minutes were read and after being 
accepted, a report of the A.G.M., which was 
held at Canterbury on November 29th, was 
read. The main point of interest was the 
proposed darts tournament, between branches* 

p which should give our Social Committee some
thing to do, and also our dart players. 

After considerable discussion the proposition 
to advertise the monthly meetings in the 
local paper again was decided against. Post 
cards to be sent out to member^ instead, as 
has been the practice to date. 

Captain Barker put forward a very good 
proposition, which was passed by the meeting, 
that the activities of the Branch be noted in 
the local Press in the form of a news item. 
Anyhow, we are trying it out. 

Our Social Secretary, Mr. S. Gander, hopes 
to arrange a shoot early in the near year, so 
get weaving, all you crack shots. 

It was a pleasure to see Mr. F. Hammon (Old 
Freddie) of Ramsgate with us. We of this 
Branch are always pleased to welcome other 
Branch members to our. meetings whenever 
they can make it. 

The meeting closed and our host, Mr. H. 
Jones, supplied the necessary, while old 
comrades swapped yarns. 

* May we of Margate Branch take this oppor
tunity to wish all branches a Merry Christmas 
and Prosperous New Year. 

Canterbury ; Branch. 
During thepast month dart matches have 

been the cMef/s^ort ; home and away matches ~ 
.a^; resillts 

Branch is keeping its end up. Results for the 
past month are ' 

Evenhill House (Away). Lost 52. 
New Inn, Etchinghill (Home). Won 52. 

Apart from the matches themselves, evenings 
spent at home and away have been most 
enjoyable, and the gallons won and lost stand 
even, thanks to our winning pairs. 

On November 29th Mr. Clarke and Mr. 
Sharpe represented the Branch at the Annual 
General Meeting, Past and Present Association, 
held at Canterbury. During the evening the 
Branch was honoured by a visit from Mr. 
R. J. Collins and Mr. G. S. Billings of the 
London Branch, who dropped in for a chat 
and a drink. May I take this opportunity to* 
let members of all branches know that the 
Canterbury Branch Club in Rhodaus Town 
(on the way to the East Station) is open every 
evening from 7 p.m., with bar, except Tuesdays. 
There is always a welcome for all callers. 

The monthly meeting was held on November 
5th, and we were all glad to see our Chairman 
back in harness again and to see him looking so 
much better. V 

Mr. L. F. Parratt (Chairman), Major Peareth 
(Hon. Secretary) and 13 members were present. 
We were all pleased to welcome Major A. GL 
Simon, who attended the meeting. 

The Hon. Secretary explained business 
brought,forward at the A.G.M. 

We are looking forward to a good gathering 
at the Christmas Draw on December 17th. 

The Club is not open on Christmas Day. 
Although a bit late, congratulations to our 

Honorary Member Bill Newington,, on the birth 
of a son. 

Our deepest sympathy is recorded to Bill 
Biggs pn the sad death of his daughter. 

It is with great regret that we record the 
death of Nobby Clark following upon an 
operation. Our deep sympathy is extended to 
Mrs. Clark. 

The members of the Canterbury Branch send 
Christmas and New Year . Greetings to. ail 
branches of the Association, and to all Buffs, 
past and present. 

Is it true that Ron contemplates gpi^tok 
Church on Sundays, as he thinks it will be 
cheaper ? 

Deal and Walmer Brancli. 
LADIES' GUILD. 

Our meeting was opened in SL Gebfge?s 
Hall at 2,30 p.m. on December 3rd,194% 

continued on p. 311 
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2nd Battalion. 
Wl have now received 

news that, barring any
thing unforeseen happening, 
the Battalion is likely to 
remain in Hong Kong for 
another two years. With 
this long term policy in 
view we are going all out 
to make Stanley Barracks 
look really attractive, and 
everyone is working at full 
steam grass cutting and 
cultivating gardens* 

The Garrison Church, 
which is probably the finest 
in SouthEast Asia, has now 

been almost completely rehabilitated. Like 
everything else .during the occupation, it went 
into a state of disrepair and all the furniture 
was taken out. Regulations and shortage of 
materials held up the work for some time, but 
we are glad to say that the church is now almost 
complete, and looks very presentable. i A 

The other day the Sunday School (50 strong) 
gave a Farewell Party to the Rev. R. H. and 
Mrs. Harper, who are. leaving for U.K. ThS 
Buffs children were there in force, all dressed 
in paper hats, made by Mrs. Moore, the R.S.M.'s 
wife. 

We feel that this month's notes could not be 
complete without some mention of Exercise 
"Paddy". Exercise "Paddy" was a T.E.W.T. 
for Officers laid on three months ago, and which 
seemed fated from the start never to take 
place. On the first occasion officers turned out 
in force supported by the Mess Staff, ̂ who were 
also being taken out to be practised in the art 
of putting on a meal in the field. The T.E.W.T. 
was taking place forty miles away across in 
the New Territories,, It poured with rain from 
the start and the exercise had to be cancelled 
on arriving at the first stand when it became 
obvious that the rain would continue for the 
rest of the day. So the T.E.W.T. was called 
off and everyone retreated to a disused Nisson 
Hut where tea was brewed up and advantage 
was taken of the fact that all officers were 
present to hold an extraordinary Mess Meeting. 

A second attempt was made to carry out the 
T.E.W.T. a week later, but again it raihed and 
the exercise had to be cancelled. 

A week ago the C.O. decided to run an 
officers' training fortnight and so once more 
Exercise "Paddy" was dug out of the files 
where it had lain for three months, and included 
in the programmer 

Officers went out for the third and last time 
on Thursday, and On this occasion the weather 
was beautiful. The Directing Staff went on 
ahead in jeeps, leaving a threeton lorry full of 
eager officers to follow. The lorry broke down 
and left all the students stranded outside a 
brewery still fifteen miles short of the first 
Stand. However, we were determined not to 
be beaten, and another vehicle was sent for and 
the T.E.W.T. did at last take place, although 
owing to the time lost the third problem had to 
be eliminated. 

Basket Ball finished a week ago, the final 
order of the first six teams being f No. 7 
Platoon, No. 4 Platoon/Pioneer Platoon, No. 
12 Platoon, B.H.Q., No. 5 Platoon. The long
awaited football season has now started and 
the C.O. kicked the ball off the other evening 
in the first match of the Battalion 'League 
between "B" and "C" Companies. 

We held an O.R.s Dance at Stanley recently. 
In order to produce sufficient partners for all 
the men, wives of married officers were invited 
to attend minus their husbands. The Dance 
proved to be a great success and it is now 
proposed to hold one on the first Wednesday 
of each month. Married officers are considering 
writing to the Entertainments Officer to find 
out how he proposes to entertain them during 
these evenings. 

A Guest Night was held in the Officers' 
Mess last night. Padre Harper and Captain 
Knight, who are leaving the Battalion on the 
next ship, both made farewell speeches. The 
Padre (who weighs approximately 17J stone 
in K.D.) commented on the food in the Mess 
and how excellent it was a year or so previously 
when he was the Food Member. The C.O. 
replied to both these speeches, but reserved the 
right as being Senior Member of the Battalion, 
since he had served in the Battalion for donkeys 
years before the war, prior to the time that 
Padre Harper and Captain Knight had even 
thought of joining the Army. However, both 
these officers have done excellent service in the 
Battalion, and we all wish them the best of 
luck wherever they go. 

This completes the news for this month. 
We send our best wishes to all Buffs wherever 
they may be serving. 

H.Q. Company. 
COMPANY H.Q* 

We have, sad to say, had to say goodbye to a few of 
the lads, but have managed to fill the gaps, though one 
or two *erberts would look better with learner signs on 
their massive chests. One prominent member of thd 
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organization got himself some more "seatime" in, 
fortyfive minutes on a ferry, and was "marooned" on 
an island for three weeks. He came back looking like a 
negro and presumably had been living on a diet of 
blottingpaper. 

Our muscle merchant, Wee Jock (five foot nothing) 
seems to be pretty busy, but still has to have a bloke 
shadowing him, acting as interpreter. Gisby is always 
working hard nowadays, keeping up the appearance of 
the sports field. Heaven help anyone who so much as 
disturbs a blade of grass (Mk. II) on the cricket field. 

Our clerk manages to fight his way out from under 
the mass of carbon and typing paper sometimes. He 
buys American cigarettes now, because nobody else 
likes them. 

SIGNAL PLATOON. 
A Signal course finished in the middle of September 

in which all candidates presented classified. After the 
classification, a scheme was held in the New Territories. 
Although morse has now been cut out for Regimental 
Signallers, lamp was used on this occasion successfully 
after some experiment. Although the weather was fine, 
it was hot, and when there were no hills, there was 
paddy. The signallers were operating less than a mile 
away from the SinoBritish frontier, and the old hands 
can now go home and say that they have seen China. 

Soon after the scheme eight of the classified signallers 
were sent on another course, run by the H.K.S.S. at 
Lyemun. Here they learned the maintenance and 
operating of 22 sets, batteries charging, charging engines 
360 and 1260, as well as receiving further instructions 
about aerials, exchange and lines. 

In the near future the Signal Platoon loses Cpls. 
Sutton and Higgs and Ptes. Webb and Morgan. We all 
wish them the best of luck in civilian life. 

MORTAR PLATOON. 
The beginning of last month saw us all on Stonecutters 

Island, firing a war course with small arms weapons. 
A most enjoyable fortnight was spent by all, although 
the results did not prove highly satisfactory, although 
we do pride ourselves as being crack shots with a mortar. 

Pte. Ford (much bemedalled, who joined us from the 
1st Battalion) is about to become batman to our R.S.M., 
Mr. Moore. The sudden rise in status has somewhat 
unsettled his stability ; he has, in fact, thought fit to 
adorn his upper lip with a moustache which would be 
the envy of any walrus ! ! 

Sgt. Allen has now been posted as a potential C.Q.M.S. 
with the Chinese Cadre Company at Kowloon. Con
gratulations, Sarge ! 

Furthermore, as our Platoon Commander, Captain 
Crane, is now also commanding the Company, and 
Sgt. Jimmy James—Wot ! ! no centrehalf !—along 
with Cpls. Pete Isherwood and Bill Harvey, will shortly 
be leaving us for demob. ; it gives us plenty of scope for 
rapid promotion. A rumour had it the other day that 
"Tch;co" Mayer is in the running for Platoon Sergeant. 

Once again we wish all those who are about to leave 
us and all those who are already in Blighty all the very 
best of luck. 

PIONEER PLATOON. 
Work in the Platoon this month has been very confined 

owing to us not knowing whether the Battalion was 
moving or not. A few of the Platoon had an enjoyable 
fortnight classifying on the Rifle and Bren on Stone
cutters Island, Gossip has it that "Bella" Belcher 

thought he was holding a Sash Clamp instead of a rifle. 
In the field of sport the Pioneer football team has, with 
the return of the football season, started with a smashing 
win over the M.T. Platoon by 3 goals to 1, and so has 
carried on the fine reputation it earned last year. We 
might add that if young Eric Alders had played with 
his glasses on we might have doubled the score. 

The dreaded subject of demob, now looks up again. 
This month we lose our old faithfuls in "Lulu" 
Humphreys, Benny Lynch, Tubby Parnell, "Charpoy" 
Smith, Eric Alders, "Feet" Bowditch and "Van" 
Johnson. We wish them all the very best of luck. 

CADRE COURSE. 
We have just completed another course, making a 

total of five since we arrived in Hong Kong. Lieut. 
StratfordTuke has now taken over from Captain P. F. 
Wilson the new "Brains" (?) of the course, and is capably 
filling the position of Battalion W.T.O. 

We have had a number of Instructors ; the only one 
who managed to survive was Sgt. "Blondie" Blockley, 
the others being Sgt. "Nobby" Clark, junior, Sgt. Joe 
Lyons, Sgt. Rose and the most sober Sgt. "Paddy" 
O'Brien, who we hope will take over from Sgt. Blockley. 

The drill which was enjoyed by all (who said that ?) 
was taken by C.S.M. Fred Turmaine. The other in
structor was StaffSgt. Smudger Smith, of the A.P.T.C., 
who managed to achieve some excellent results on P.T. 

Some of you who were in the 1st and 5th Battalions 
may remember some of the older members whom we 
managed to get a grip on, namely Press, of the 1st 
Battalion (now 3; Mortar Corporal) and Duffy, 5th 
Battalion (now LanceCorporal, "D" Company). 

Also we have had some of the youngsters who have 
made very good and efficient N.C.O.s. Special mention 
should be made of Cpls. Baldwin, Simpson, Giles, 
Jearum, Burgess, Wennegaard and Jones for their out
standing performances on the course. 

To comclude, the Weapon Training Staff say farewell 
to Sgt. Blockley, who has been with us just long enough 
to get his "Knees brown" ! We wish him all the best 
of luck in the future wherever he may go. 

Administration Company. 
No matter how serious Dragon Notes are meant to be, 

this month's activities, in Admin. Company, were quite 
hilarious. There were a couple of games of soccer, 
which, when played, proved to be too strenuous a game 
for those of us whose paunches have grown through 
inactivity over the past few months. We have some 
rather good players, including Pte. Howes, Sharp, 
Barnett, Hall, etc., many of whom will unfortunately 
be leaving before the end of the season. It was grand to 
see C.S.M. "Colonel" Barker barging his way through 
the field dislocating the opponents' strategic positions. 
The Company Commander was also there and played 
a very good game. Of course, the first match of the 
season left its toll on the players, as all were seen limping 
around the Company Lines like a lot of old ducks. Yes, 
even you, SergeantMajor ! 

In the cricket world the worthy gentlemen of Admin. 
Company show, great promise. Each evening the nets 
are occupied and it is truthful to say that Admin, will 
be able to hold its own against any other Company in 
the Battalion. Captain J. A. Sutcliffe wealds the willow 
well and there are one or two finds that will arouse 
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enthusiasm in the Company. It is rather amusing to 
recall that Lieut. Cuilen actually got the M.O, out five 
times in six balls. 

Before these notes are completed the Company wishes 
all those chaps that are just being, demobbed a speedy 
return and acclimatisation to civilian life. To those who 
have already returned we send our best wishes and 
hope that they are becoming accustomed to the regours 
of civilian life. 

"A" Company. 

This month has brought little change to the Company 
here at Stanley Fort—a succession of duties and guards, 
mingled with spasmodic training periods, have been 
our lot. The time, howeYer, for 61 and 62 groups is 
drawing near, with the usual air of packing and buying 
those Nylons, etc. Our expected move to Singapore has 
been cancelled, and the information was received 
generally as a pleasant surprise. Packing cases were 
put back on the shelves and we resigned ourselves once 
more to our mountain retreat. Although, I believe, the 
G.I098 stores did change hands, and unfortunately we 
lost our painted shovels. 

Sgt. Giblett has taken 17 O.R.s of the Company to 
Stonecutters Island to fire the Range Course and with 
them go many thoughts of Classification, A.B.142 and 
"Stars". 

Our O.C. met with an unfortunate accident and . 
managed to get tangled with his motor cycle, but with 
true soldierly spirit was soon hobbling round with us. 

We have, of recent date, given our attention to the 
Company garden, and having cleared the weeds, glass 
and paper, it is now taking shape and looks quite nice 
with our Flags, Banana Trees and whitewashed stones. 
All we require now to put us on the map is a large 
Flag Pole to hoist the Company Flag. 

Of sport, football has come into force and our pitch 
is in excellent conditions. After a few Company trial 
games we decided to pit our skill against that of our 
old rivals, "D" Company. To date we have played 
them twice and the first game was a wellearned victory 
for u$ of 3 goals to 1. However, our success was short
lived because four nights later we met again, and after 

. a really hardfought game "D" Company beat us 2nil. 
We meet them again shortly in the first League match 
of the season, and it promises to be the best match 
ever seen at Stanley. Everyone is eagerly looking 
forward to this game and our team means to dispel 
any doubts as to who is the better of us. 

A Dance for Corporals, and below was held recently 
in the N.A.A.F.I. and proved to be a huge success. 
Thanks are due in no small measure to the W.V.S. for 
a very enjoyable evening. The future promises more of 
these dances and on the strength of that promise, the 
Weekly Dancing Lessons Class is showing a big increase 
in attendance figures. 

We should like to take this opportunity of saying 
"Congratulations" to L/Cpls. Tully, Jensen and Brown 
bn getting their first tape. A hearty welcome is extended 
to Cpls. Simpson, Rodmell and Jensen, who . were 
transferred to this Company. We hope you enjoy your 
stay with the cream of 2 Buffs. Sgt. "Paddy" Mahon 
wishes to be remembered to all ex5th Battalion Buffs 
and is always ready to correspond with any of them. 

A new feature was recently introduced to the Company 
in the shape of a "Duty Platoon", composed of personnel 
who have what they call a "Time Ex." feeling. What 
the expression "Time Ex." really means, no one knows, 
jn the near future the Company will be losing more of 

its old soldiers, and so to Cpls. Saunders, Rodd and 
Beasley, L/Cpls. Clay, Birkett, Vickery and Chambers' 
and Ptes. Johnson, Firman, Baker, Easton, Price, 
Smallwood, Toes, Maunders, Dorrell, W. Cox and Gapp, 
we say, goodbye fellows, and the best of luck in civvy 
street. * 

And so on this note we of "A" Company, 2 Buffs, 
must say cheerio to all Buffs wherever they may be 
and especially to all those who once belonged to us. 
Cheerio and good luck. ( 

Company. w 

After leading the league for two or three months, 
No. 4 Platoon just failed to win the Battalion Basket 
Ball Tournament. No. 5 Platoon, of "C" Company, 
won their last four matches in a row and although both 
teams won and lost the same number of matches, No. 5 
Platoon had the better goal average. 

We held an Allranks Darts Competition at the 
beginning of the month, which turned out to be a great 
success. The competition was held in the Company 
Dining Hall at 8 o'clock in the evening and eleven teams 
fought it out, including a team, from the officers and 
one from the sergeants. 

The Officers' team made an excellent recovery after a 
shaky start. The Company Commander "opened with a 
wide and protested that the darts had not been zeroed. 
This objection was quickly overruled and disproved 
when a private soldier proceeded to score a bull im
mediately afterwards with the same darts. It was 
suggested from the back of the room that any Officer 
or Sergeant who could not hit the board should im
mediately be reclassified to one star and made to 
parade for extra practice on Wednesday and Saturday 
afternoons. This seemed to have a marked effect on the 
play and the Officers' team eventually succeeded in 
reaching the semifinals, when they were beaten by one 
of the section teams. The Sergeants beat the same 
team in the finals and a good time was had by all. 

Football has now started again and we won our first 
match of the season against "C" Company the other 
evening. 

We expect to lose thirty men on the next ship and so 
our numbers (which are already small) will be sadly 
depleted. However, we still hope to be able to field a 
team that can stand up to any other Company. 

Company. 
This month finds us completely settled in our original 

station in the Colony—Lye Mun Barracks, which after 
much hard work is once again habitable. 

Training is once again in full swing, now that the 
Inniskilling Fusiliers have relieved us of the heavy 
guard commitments. 

During early September the weather was pretty rough, 
and Typhoon warnings were quite frequent, but to date 
no actual Typhoon has arrived (though at the moment 
of writing one* is imminent). Late in the month we 
had blue skies and scorching sunshine, which gave the 
young soldiers their first taste of the "Chindits Night
mare"—Prickly Heat. 

One new feature in the Company's training programme 
is the Friday afternoon "buckshee" film show, the 
films, of course, being training films ; but we don't 
mind,, as "Tel Aviv" Rosen would say, "It's ought for 
nought''—no offence, John ! the 30yards range takes 
up two of the week's afternoons; it means a ride up 
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to the Battalion H.Q. at Stanley Fort, and perhaps the 
chance to obtain a cake of Lifebouy Soap at their 
N.A.A.F.I.—in short supply here. 

The majority of the Company, being under the 65 
group mark, can be seen down town at weekends buying 
all the things that should be appreciated back home. 

.Suitcases seem to be the order of the day, and some
times our Barrack rooms look like Paddington Station 
on August Bank Holiday. 

Demob, is taking its usual toll. On September 9th 
the 60s paraded on the Company Square for the last 
time, and after much hand shaking and legpulling went 
off to Kowloon to embark on H.M.T. Empress of Scotland. 
Civvy suits had been carefully packed the night before, 
and fags at ninepence for twenty (apologies to readers 
in England) were stowed away in kitbags. So we have 
said goodbye to another bunch of pals, just older 
soldiers who have begun to fade away. We say best of 
luck in your civvy street adventures to Cpl. "The 
Body" Noble, L/Cpl. Les Lewis, Clive FEC TX Stanton, 
Jock Jeffrys, "Garth" Bishop, Tommy Davis, Johnny 
"Skyliner" Rosen, Bill Welch, Geordie Evans, Ron 
Burton and Nobby Hall, N. K., not forgetting Cpl. 
Rodmell and "Twinkle" Francis who went on L.I.A.P. 

This month we also saw the return from L.I.A.P. of 
Cpl. "Wings" Fooks, now transferred to Admin. Com
pany into the key position of Battalion Coal Corporal, 
and Ptes. Wright, Osbourn and Lewis, who were put" to 
duty as Company Fire Piquet the following night— 
well done the C.S.M. ! 
" Sports grounds, after long lying fallow, are now in 

use again, and football is the main topic. The Company 
(the current champions) opened the season, rather 
disappointingly after last season's record, with a lose 
to "B" Company (our stable companions at Lye Mun) 
by 3—2. Private Crawley deserves a big hand as the 
Lye Mun Groundsman for his work on our ground. 
When complimented, he said, "So what? I get a kick 
out of it!" But just wait till the Q.M. sees the corner 
flags! ! ! 

Chaos has been caused in the Detachment by the 
withdrawal of our Bugles. They do say that Pte. 
Harry Rasmussen's bugle was beginning to straighten 
out, but, alas, he will be starting again with his own 
version of all Regimental calls. 

One cause for laughter was Pte. "Onk" Newman's 
deficiencies on his return from the dentist's. 

Congratulations to the following on their recent 
promotions : Cpls. Canham, Rodmell, Baker, Fooks, 
Rosier and T. Jensen, but we were sorry to see you all 
leave on transfer to other Companies. Also congratu
lations to Ptes. Moylan, Schytte and Bollard, who have 
just hoisted the first tape. 

We welcome to the Company Cpls. Lawrence, Perry, 
Drury and Rasmussen and L/Cpl. McAuley. We hope 
you soon settle down and get the "C" Company spirit. 

"D" Company. 
After a period of rumour and counter rumour, con

firmations and denials, it is at last known that the 
proposed move of the Battalion has been cancelled and 
that we shall remain here, international situation per
mitting, for some considerable time. Having this in 
mind, an intensive drive has been made to beautify the 
barracks and to add a little colour to the existing 
scenery. It is a common sight now to see small parties 
of men of each Company trying to outvie each other in 
planting gardens and levelling high banks. The work is 

hard and the ground is worse, but the labour will be 
rewarded, it is hoped, when the flowers commence to 8 

bloom. 
One gratifying outcome of the cancellation of the move 

is that all the labour spent on the sports ground has not 
been in vain and we shall be able to reap the benefit of 
the large amount of work which has been accomplished. 

The month has been uneventful except for the 
commencement of the football season and guard duties 
have been our major employment. 

Some of the Company have been to Stonecutters 
Island to fire a course and judging from the extra W.T. 
parades either the range is bad, rifles are a little worn 
or we have a large number of unfortunates. Sgt. Tucker, 
who has handled arms of some description since he 
has been born, was one of those who fired their course 
and though not failing when the critical time came, 
had very caustic remarks to pass about the rifle Mk. I. 
It is amazing, however, that without tightening the 
loose foresight, repairing the backsight which" would 
slip, and adjusting the butt, which was falling off, some 
other member of the Company managed to obtain a 
oneinch group with the same rifle under a little worse 
condition than Sgt. Tucker fired at 200 yards. 

Stonecutters Island in itself is an admirable spot to 
fire a course, for it is situated in the centre of the channel 
(Hong Kong) right on the seashore, tents for living 
quarters, good food and the range run by the Royal 
Marines. A pleasant time was spent by all despite one 
or two rather wet days. A further party has just left 
and it is hoped that their results will show a slight 
improvement on the first party. 

A warm welcome is extended to Cpls. Larsen and 
Canham, recently posted to the Company, and we wish 
good luck to Cpl. Jansen, who has been posted to "B" 
Company. 

Football has been our main sport this month and 
though not possessing a strong team our early results 
have been more than pleasing. These results owe a lot 
to the hard work and very excellent play of Pte. Cunning
ham, who undoubtedly has led our team to victory. 
Full results were as under — 

"D" Company v H.Q. Company. Drawn, 1—1. 
"D" Company v H.Q. Company. Won, 1—0. 
"D" Company v "A" Company. Lost, 3—1. 
"D" Company v "A" Company. Won, 2—0. 
This week the Company League has commenced and 

we play our first match against "A" Company. As we 
have both won one game each in friendlies this should 
be a very good match indeed. 

The cricket pitch looks in excellent condition, but on 
each occasion a match has been arranged it has rained 
very heavily indeed and matches have been cancelled. 

The tennis courts still hold interest fot a large number 
and a regular attender is the Company Clerk, Cpl. 
Spickett. He will most certainly not be able to find 
time for tennis when he returns to civilian life during the 
next three months. 

This week demobilization takes its toll again and we 
lose several old members of the Company, the notable 
ones being L/Cpl. Spicket, the Company Clerk, Pte. 
Povey, the Company runner, Cpl. Heath, one of the 
stalwarts of the Company football team, and Cpl. 
Sutton, who has also performed good work with it. 1 

Serious faces can be seen amongst the junior officers 
of the Company for an Officers' fortnight has just 
commenced and from the programme issued many will 
have to turn up their O.C.T.U. notes to cope with the 
various questions they are likely to be asked. 
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Beneath Bell Harry. 
'"THE first event of 
* note in November 

was the Lord Mayor's 
Show. 

The part played by 
the detachment from 
No. 3 P.T;C. and 
Depot The Buffs has 
been described in an 
earlier number, and 
by all accounts their 
display did credit to 
the Regiment. 

On the 20th there 
were few who did not 
manage to be in the 

vicinity of a wireless set during the morning to 
listen to the broadcast of Princess Elizabeth's 
Wedding, and in the evening the occasion was 
celebrated in the Officers' Mess by a most 
enjoyable guest night. 

Earlier in the evening a squash match had 
been played against a team of experts brought 
over by Mr. Vere Collins, in which the Buffs, 
though giving a good account of themselves, 
were decisively defeated. The Buffs team 
consisted of Major Lucas, Captain ffrench 
Blake, Captain Bax and Lieut. Gatehouse. 
Our opponents were afterwards our guests at 
dinner, and later in the Ante Room were made 
to take part in games which were a far severer 
test of physical fitness than squash. 

At football the officers, encouraged by the 
narrowness of their defeat in the first encounter, 
challenged the Sergeants to a return match, 
with disastrous results. The Sergeants, taking 
no risks, fielded a team containing at least six 
Battalion players and a professional or two, 
against which the Officers' contingent of 
enthusiastic amateurs, rugger players and 
crossword puzzle experts could make little 
headway.. Their goalkeeper, Lieut. Barrett, 
who at critical moments was apt to be looking 
the; other way indulging in brisk repartee with 
acquaintances in the Pavilion, had to retrieve 
the ball from the back of the net no less than 
nine times, those mainly responsible for placing 
it there being Bandmaster Foster and Sgt. 
Barnett. 

We were very glad to have Colonel Howe 
staying with us again for a few days for the 
meetings of the Regimental Committee and the 
Past and Present Association. The deliberations 
of those bodies and the names of those who 
took part are recorded elsewhere. 

Early in December Captain Palmer, R.A.M.C., 
our Medical Officer for the past twelve months, 
came to bid us farewell before leaving for 
civilian life ; his departure thither had been 
delayed by a bout of pneumonia, and, we hope 
he will soon be fully recovered and enjoy a 
successful civilian career. 

Lieut. Keown, of the Depot, also left during 
November, and our best wishes go with him. 

Preparations for Christmas are in full swing, 
the chief, item being a mammoth children's 
party on 20th December, in which Major 
(Q.M.) Burt of the 4th Battalion is scheduled 
to play a key role ; the P.R.I. and R.S.M. have 
recently spent much time in the toy depart
ments of Barrett's and Lefevre's, where their 
enquiries for "an undressed female doll, prefer
ably a blonde" caused much speculation among 
the assistants, who were unaware that this was 
required for the innocent purpose of decorating 
a Christmas tree after being suitably attired as 
a fairy. The Quartermaster works long hours 
on an immense nominal roll of soldiers, married, 
children of, and his store is piled high with 
stores and equipment of a far from warlike 
nature. 

There is little else to record. The only 
remaining topic is one that would not find 
favour with Major Tuke. So having wished all 
our readers, wherever they may be, a happy 
Christmas and a prosperous New Year, we 
will lay down our pen until 1948. 

Sergeants' Mess. 
This month we have said cheerio to C/Sgt. Maxwell, 

who, by the way, was to have been the author of this 
issue, but having taken on the task he interviewed 
various members of the medical profession and went 
out as a Class "A" invalid. The best wishes of members 
are conveyed and his failure in this his final duty is 
overlooked. 

Also, on a passing visit en route prerelease was 
"Sciver" Cox, who has hidden himself for the last part 
of the war as R.S.M. Best wishes likewise are extended 
to him for his future in civvy street. 

Hong Kong is on everyone's lips these days. Chief 
topic—who will take what job when the new inflow 
arrives, although I did hear one individual say con
fidentially he would consider permanent room orderly. 

Christmas will be celebrated and Hoppy, our ex
Pioneer, in return for concessions at the last Whist 
Drive, has promised some K.D. in the list of prizes from 
his own wardrobe—that is, of course, in our usual 
Christmas raffle, 

A false alarm gave rise to some speculation concerning 
possibilities in East Africa. It seems, however, that 
only Python people can go; so the R.Q.M.S. and 
C/Sgt. Laker have cancelled their order for booklets on 
Plantation Management. 

The fortnightly Whist Drives are going well, and 
older members will be pleased to know that exR.S.M. 
Fawcett's wife, Mrs. Fawcett, attended our last Drive. 
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"Hoppy" and bis wife managed to win the prizes 
and Mrs. Howe managed to obtain the ''booby' 

The last Dance was well attended and we were pleased 
to see so many of the older faces in attendance. Colonel 
Evans, exR.S.M. of the* 1st Battalion, has managed to 
attend with his daughter on several occasions and all 
ex1st Battalion members havebeen happy to chat 
with him. 

The Police Sergeant is doing a fine job of work in 
rearing the poultry which have been purchased for the 

 Draw. Members have hardly finished their meals before 
the plates are whisked away to make up the next meal, 
while a little while previous a strong palisade under 
construction outside the guardroom which at first some 
thought was an extension to' the guardroom was only 

 in order to house, the cockerel and a goose under pro
tecting eyes. The said goose is getting to look on 

 Sgt. Baldwin as its closest friend. 

Depot. 
Several changes in the permanent staff have ? taken 

place this month—most, of them, temporary. 
Release still takes its toll. Lieut. Dawson has gone 

off on his prerelease course at long last. His post of 
Admin. Officer being taken over by Lieut. Seed, who has 

given up hope of ever being demobbed ! Here I shouid 
say that our newest arrival, Lieut. Bishop, is at present 
learning the Admin, trade, his brain having rusted in 
Hong Kong.. 

That financial wizard, Pte. Dain, followed in Lieut. 
Dawson's footsteps and resigned his important position 
as pay clerk. He, too, prefers civvie street:; and has 
gone off to learn what'it's all about. 

On his return4 from; leave C/Sgt. Dighton had scarcely 
time to; resume, his "Q" duties, abjy looked after in his 
absence by Sgt. Fox, before being called upon to/act as 
SergeantMajor. < C.B.M. Faulkner took some wellearned 
leave, having held the additional job of A/R.S.M. We 
hope civilian, rations and family life will help him forget 
the intrusion of a few innocent but hungry lambs on to 
his cabbage patch. 

, Keeping up our good football tradition, H.Q. Company 
were massacred. 80. Take no notice of the fabulous lie 
in H.Q. Congipany notes.  Another good game was the 
,5r2 win over the;R.A.F. at Sandwich.* 

CongratulatiohSf to Pte. rFeddon on winning his bout 
in? the boxing tournament, Prince of .Wales' Youth Club 
versus? Canterbury Garrison. Pte. Feddon was our only 
representative. 

At thetime of going to press I should like to wish every 
success to the Band, who are giving their first concert 
forvmany years in theuCavalry Theatre on Wednesday, 

t 1:0th December,: 1947. 

H.Q. Company. 
Since the. hjegtonhig of November a number of success

ful^ mufses .for star Classification have been held. IThe 
/unusual sightwasjeen of numerous H.Q. staff scampering 
on 4^ade;in. battferofder and; performing some* of the 

, Teats', not .the least of which 
was the removal of mothballs from their P.T. 4cit, long 
stored away and forgotten. On the first day certain 
.persons'experienced some/difficulty in dipping: pouches, 
^basicto braces, web, supporting, but fortunately,, by 
*trialand error; the desired resulLwasoVenfually achieved. 

Congratulations to Pte.»^^es:nit.h^:recent. marriage 
and also to Pte., Branson, who enters the bonds ofholy 
matrimony as we are going to press. 

Another of Our muchmaligned,, yet resj^ctedf brethren 
has left us. Pte. Palfreyman—a staunch old cook^was 
recently demobbed, and to him we extend our Ji^arty 
wishes for a successful career in civvy.street. L :

. That serpent, the fuel shortage, "hasonce again reared 
its ugly head with the consequent result that drastic 
cuts have been made in* the fuel allocation, allowing only 
one fire per building. Iii" spite qf the moans, and groans* 
at these fuel cuts everybody appreciates that they are 
only a last resort, and that they really are essential to 
the national interest. ~ ^ 

Continuing on a rather despondentnote/ we feel this 
is the time to admit what has up to now been ; a wellkept 
secret. We were overwhelmed by Depot..Cpmpany in the 
Soccer tourney to the tune;bf8^fi, ^ffi^&xurgh our 
defenders battled stoutly, they couldn't stem for ever 
the irresistible tide of Dep'ot; Company, ./Next time we 
mustpull up our Socks, andtiy"to reverse? the scores. 

Whilst on the subject of socks, the rather amusing 
sight was seen of H.Q.. staff parading for pay with old 
and welldarned socks in their hand. This, wasn't 
payment in kind, but merely for the purpose of checking. 
Boots were; the next item in this rather: novel approach 
takitchanging. 

Last month saw the departure of L/Cpl. Sumner to 
Army College on a prerelease course in Modern Studies. 
He will finally leave us during: the firsh f^tnight of the 
new year, and we take this ? opporfunity of wishing? him 
the very best of luck in: the outside world. 

*We, conclude ̂ this report. on; a rather unusuaUnote. 
Cpl. Beach will be missing from the Unit for twenty
eight days when he takes his first privilege leave since 
1944. Most are well acquainted with the sorrowful 
happening of that year, and we wish Cpl. Beach arid his 
constant companion, "Prince", an enjoyable leave. 

No. 1 Company. 
We welcome Sgt. Knight, D.C.M., and Sgt. 

Smith to No. 1 Company. The Sheriff is 'doing "Q" 
again while C/Sgt., Laker is on leave.  He hopes to make 
enough out of boot laces to buy a house. 

No.31 Company Office is now the proud possessor of a 
strange relic called a bugle^this has superceded the 
bell communication code, and five blasts  summon ? the 
storeman fromthe murky depths of his" bazaar . 

It, is rumoured that our CS.Mi will, never see Hoqg 
Kong, he .will have, a brain storm very shortly working 
out the Christinas duties. 

We wish L/Cpl.; Bristow all the best pn his release to 
civvy,street. 

In the, absence of Major Lucas/the Coinpany; football 
team cwas ably captained ^to ̂ victory 
who ^scored t no hless than six of our aune goals iagainst 
?H»Q. Company. Y."* 

The pay Clerk spends so much ofhis timereporting 
tto the RiS.M. with a haircut that the Company fare 
wandering round in a state of financial embarrassment. 

Cpl. Gunnell's unprecedented chain of '*48 * hours" 
has this, week been broken by a tj^isg mistake in the 
clerks'office. 

The Administration Officer now. lives by publishing 
r Crosswords in the Evening News .and selling .tins of 

Household milk that managed togetjmixedupwiththe 
bianco applies. 
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GrGen grass now flourishes on the old site of the 
cookhouse arid sparo men are to be observed at all times 
of the day floundering round in feet of mud under the 
eye of Cpl. Hass, * _ 

No. 2 Company. 
Since last going to press the strength of the Company 

has dwindled through most of the N.C.O.s being sent 
to No. 1 Company (much to the improvement of No. 1 
Company). : a 

This month has seen the going of Lieut. Boston, Sgt. 
Galloway and Cpl. Taylor, who are returning to civvy 
street. We wish them luck. 

We have noticed of late that the officers of this 
Company are walking. Could this be throughthe Basic 
being cut ? Owing to the fuel shortage, the Orderly 
Sergeant and ColourSergeant have converged on the 
Company Office, and it is rumoured that before long the 
remainder of the Company will be sleeping in saine.. 

On Sunday, the 7th of this month, we see the return 
of our capable storeman, who is returning from leave, 
or should we say his honeymoon. Congratulations, 
George. We wish you every success in married life, and 
may all your troubles be double ones. 

Of late, one of our Sergeants has been walking about 
on all fours with his bags packed. Could this be through 
having recently moved into married quarters ? 

Our efficient ColourSergeant, after having made 
enough profits put of the Company, has bought himself 
a house at Thanington, and now, having no further use 
for us has attached himself to H.Q. Company. 

Last of all we wish all Buffs wherever they, may be a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

And here is a Police Message : "LOST." In the region 
of Company Lines, one walking stick, the property of 
Lieut. MorganGrenville. Finder please return to same. 

Home Counties B.T.C. 
No. 2 (Drafting) Company. 

Slowly but surely "time marches on" and once again 
the Festive Season is practically here. We are con
tinually being told that prosperity is "just around the 
corner"—this mythical corner, I'm afraid, will not be 
rounded before Christmas, so we will have to be content 
with another Christmas of austerity, although I think 
the majority will agree with me that before rationing 
we used to eat far too much at this time of goodwill. 

There has been a lot of activity during the past month, 
several new drafts being formed, and we have sent out 
on an average One draft every two days. Since the 
Company was started in October, 1946, Sgt. "J" has 
formed and despatched overseas to all theatres 101 
drafts, totalling somewhere in the region of 3,500 
"Bods", a good percentage going to 2nd Battalion. 

It is with regret that we have had to say goodbye to 
our Commanding Officer, Lieut.Colonel M. P. D. 
Dewar, on his appointment as G.S.O.I to an Airborne 
Division. We, however, welcome in his place Lieut.
Colonel L. S. Sheldon, of the Queen's. All will join me 
in wishing them both good luck in their new posts. 

There have also been a number of changes in the 
Permanent Staff, of the Company and new faces in the 
Crimpariy Office are quite a common occurrence. The 
majority of the original staff are preparing to taste the 

pleasures of civvy street (?). Sgt. Wilf Fake, after 18J 
years of "bashing on" has decided to adopt the title of 
Mr.—he will be missed by all. C.S.M. Scruby has left 
on posting to Colchester as R.Q.M.S. His boots Have 
been filled by C.S.M. Seabrook. Exrunner Sutton has 
made good and is understudying L/Cpl, Langley (chief 
of the Company Gestapo), who is regrettably proceeding 
on Class "A" Release in midDecember. Pte. Denyer 
has been introduced to the mysteries of Part II Orders 
and apparently likes it; there's no accounting for 
tastes. Good luck to all. 

Since he took over the command of 3 Training and 
Holding Company, we do not see much of our late 
Company Commander, Major F. G. B; Wills. Do you 
still remember that rum cup of tea you had just before 
last Christmas, Sir? C.S.M. "Georgo" Chapman has 
been seen quite a lot in the Company of a very pleasant 
member of the A.T.S.—do I hear wedding bells ? 

R.S.M. Surridge is still with us and is still endeavouring 
to get his penny points and three draws up on the foofk 
bill. Keep trying, Sir, "if at first you don't succeed . . .". 

Before I close I would like to wish all members of 
The Buffs, old or new, whatever they are doing , or 
wherever they are, all that they would wish themselves 
for Christmas and the New Year. 

Training Company. 
A further reorganisation has been necessitated since 

our last Dragon Notes, Shortly after our Company had 
been amalgamated with the Royal Fusiliers and the 
new company successfully launched, We were joined by 
the Middlesex Regiment, so now "B" Training Company 
caters for three Regiments and all adjustments have 
been made accordingly. Our Regimental Room has been 
reorganised in order to give the Middlesex Regiment a 
representative display. Luckily we all three have 
connections at Albuhera, and are considering calling it 
The Albuhera Club. 

Training is now getting more exacting and all our 
old hands are hoping that last year's conditions wilL not 
be repeated. „ 

Lieut.Colonel M. P. D. Dewar left us a short time 
ago to take up his new appointment with MajorGeneral 
Stockwell's Airborne Division in Palestine as G.S.O. I. 
We all wish him success and the best qf luck, and hope 
that he will not have too many headaches on. account 
of the communal trouble which appears to be brewing 
up out there. We welcome his successor, Lieut.Colonel 
L. S. Sheldon, The Queen's, and look forward to. as 
happy a tour under his command as we haVe enjoyed 
in the past. 

The Queen's Own R.W.K. Battalion are shortly to 
take over the I.T.C. and speculation and rumours as to 
the future are rife, particularly after a recent visit of 
their advance party. Dates ~of" the change are not yet 
firm, in fact very little concrete information as to the 
new "set up" is available. ' 

In the sports field I regret our teams have not dis
tinguished themselves, despite gallant efforts on the 
part of C.S.M. O'Keefe, Sgt. Cullen and L/Cpl. Murtagh. 
In both football and hockey we have lost by the odd 
goal in all matches except one. With a strengthened 
team we are now, however, looking forward with greater 
optimism to our next matches. 

The numbers of Buff N.C.O.s is about to go into a 
rapid decline. Cpls. Rowbuck and Freemantle will 
leave us in the i^ar future to go on their .prerelease 
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courses, and Cpl. Watson for training as a Glider Pilot. 
They have given valuable service here under, at times, 
rather tedious conditions. We shall miss their cheerful 
support and wish them all the best of luck and success 
in their civilian life or new sphere. . 

In order to maintain a fair representation of Buffs 
here amongst the permanent staff N.C.O.s, some new 
blood will be required if the new organisation permits. 

The last of our Danish members, Pte. Brinch, left us 
two weeks ago ; he had given us great assistance as 
Company Clerk and we hope he will keep in touch with 
the Regiment as so many of his fellow countrymen do. 

On Wednesday, 19th November, 1947, a Social was 
held in the Sergeants' Mess in order to bid bon voyage to 
Lieut.Colonel M. P. D. Dewar and to welcome our new 
C.O., Lieut.Colonel L. S. Sheldon. It was rather 
amusing to hear Colonel Dewar and Captain Critchley 
explaining the delights of. foreign service to such old 
stalwarts as Barham, Catt, Chapman and O'Keefe. 
I wonder how many volunteered.? When one considers 
that of the aforementioned one has taken the matrimonial 
plunge, Chapman is a* probable starter, whilst Catt and 
Barham have some mysterious outside attraction, the 
"Recruiters" for the service battalion had a really 
tough job. Nevertheless, the Sergeants' Mess of the 
2nd Battalion can, in the very near future, expect to 
receive an influx of "old timers" from Shorncliffe. We, 
of course, are still in the air as to our ultimate disposal. 

Another of the prewar 1st Battalion who has recently 
joined us is George Spencer, who has been seen charging 
around the barrack area complete with three stripes 
and a crown. Shades of Sarafand, Quadas and Haifa. 

Philpott has just returned from a Warminster course 
and is now awaiting a posting to "Darkest Africa". 

Cullen is champing at the bit expecting an attachment 
to the A.C.C. as Discipline Wallah, and the things he is 
calling Records for not forwarding the authority (?). 

How many remember Ben Cloke ? He lives in a 
quarter adjacent to "B" Company Office and can be 
seen every morning complete with pails I.G. 3 gals, 
advancing on his fowl house. In another six months he 
will be leaving us to join the ranks of "The Past". 

Congratulations to Cpl. and Mrs. Dawson on the 
latest addition to the family—a son. 

Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year to all 
Buffs, both past and present, and don't forget to "Hoist 
the Brick". 

P. & P. Assn., Deal and Walmer Branch— 
conitnued from p. 303. 

Mrs. East (Chairman), Mrs. Maxted (Secretary), 
Mrs. Gainey (Treasurer). A letter was received 
from Mrs. Hulke saying that she was staying 
in London. 

The Minutes were read and signed. 
Letters concerning absent ones from the 

Social were read. 
Mrs. Finnis thanked everyone for the gift 

received and said that her husband was no 
better. 

A Social was held on 20th November. It was 
a very happy evening. We were disappointed 
about the Dover Branch being unable to 
attend* Tea was provided by Mrs* Gainey and 

(continued on p. VI.) 

4th Battalion. 

0/jficer s&a/ 

FIRST of ail we should 
like to wish all Buffs 

A wherever they may be a 
happy Christmas and a 
prosperous New Year. 

The past month has 
passed by quietly with only 
two incidents of outstanding 
importance; alas, both 
tragic. The first is the end 
of the fiat racing season
which has necessitated a 
certain amount of reorgan
ization in the office routine. 
This has also led to a marked 
falling off in the sale of a 

certain Canterbury news vendor, who has tried 
hard to point out the merits of "over the 
sticks", but so far without success. 

The second disaster has been the sudden and 
violent death of Gerald Proctor's "Esmeralda", 
which, we regret to say, was due to gross 
negligence on the part of the owner. In spite of 
a Battalion order to the effect that all Battalion 
vehicles would have their radiators drained 
feach night, Gerald chose to ignore this good 
advice and tough as the old car was, it was 
unable to stand the strain. 

While up in London in October on a three 
weeks' course, Geoffrey Cox happened to meet 
Colonel Sparrow, a former Adjutant of the 
Battalion when it was known as the East Kent 
Volunteers. The Colonel was looking very well 
and recounted an amusing story of how the 
officers^of the Battalion were forced to purchase 
dark green mess kits by the then Commanding 
Officer, who was an exmember of the Rifle 
Brigade. 

We were very pleased to see Colonel Rose 
and Colonel Willows, who dropped in to see 
the C.O. Another visitor was Major Fry, who 
served with the Battalion during the early days 
of the war. He is now serving with A.K.C. at 
Hounslow. 

We offer our congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. 
Lewis on the,birth of twin sons. Mr. Lewis, 
who will be remembered by many former 
membe'rs of the 1st Battalion, is now employed 
as a civilian clerk in the Battalion Orderly 
Room. 
. Since the Battalion reformed on 1st May this 
year we have had numerous enquiries from 
former metnbers of the 4th and 5th Battalions 
as to how1 they may obtain the: Territorial 
Decoration or Efficiency Medal. At the Editor's 
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request we give below the correct procedure for 
obtaining the medal. ; 

OFFICERS.—Apply to : The Under Secretary of 
State, The War "Office (A.G.4 Medals), 
Hobart House, London, W.l. 

OTHER RANKS.—The Officer i/c Inf. Records, 
Warwick. 
Full particulars of service should be sent. 
To qualify for the medal 12 years' qualifying 

service is required. Embodied service counts 
double. 

Twenty years' service as an officer is required 
for the Territorial Decoration. 

Periods spent on the T.A. Reserve are not 
qualifying service for either the decoration or 
medal. 

H.Q. Company. 
The last month has been chiefly remarkable for its 

uneventfulness. The members of H.Q. Company have 
been turning, up to drills most regularly without 
exception, but we need more. Recruiting is very quiet 
at the moment, but we are hoping that this side of 
things will brighten up in the New Year. 

We heartily welcome back to their old home in the 
Drill Hall our old friends of "P" Battery of the 297 
L.A.A. Regiment, R.A., better known before the World 
War as 385 Field Battery; It was good to see Major 
Johnson, the Battery Commander, and Leslie Mount, 
his Battery Captain, the other evening and we are 
looking forward to seeing more of the Gunners in the 
future. / 

Congratulations to Sgt. Bell on his recent promotion ; 
rumour has it that he was given his third stripe because 
of his extensive knowledge of Regimental History. 
Also to Cpl. Williams, who was selected from the 
Battalion to attend the Royal Wedding. Congratulations 
are also in order for our Chief Clerk, whose wife has 
just presented him with "Ginger Twins". It is rumoured 
that he is to name them "Black and Tan". They were 
to be seen on Sunday morning marching up and down 
Artillery Street with blotting paper at the "High port" 
and pens behind their ears. What was that about 
"Tunes and Fiddles", Ginger ? But all joking aside, 
we wish all the best of luck. 

Once again we close down for the month, wishing all 
Buffs a happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 

"A" Company. 
In spite of a certain shortage of man power, "A" 

Company is settling to Territorial Army routine reason
* ably quickly, and we are glad to say our qucleus is 

flourishing. 
We hope to arrange shooting matches with the local 

branch of the Past and Present Association and also 
with our friends the local A.A, Battery during the 
coming months, by which time we shall have a canteen 
running. We have been granted the necessary food 
licence already, arid hope that the ever! more importarit 
question of a club lidence for liquor will soon be forth* 
coming. 

Anybody who feels inclined to donate a piano to some 
very lonely troops in Ramsgate will be assured of a great 
welcome at the Drill Hall, Willson's Road. 

By the time these notes appear we shall have gone 
forth into the New Year—so a very happy one to all 
Buffs from all ranks of "A" Company. 

"B" Company. 
We announce with regret the passing of Gerald 

Proctor's car "Esmaralda", who died as the result of a 
severe chill. This calamity serves to emphasize our 
modern dependence of motorised transport. 

Our P.S.I., Sgt. Hall, is leaving us to return to the 
mines in South Wales. We wish him the best of luck. 
His stay with us has been short, but during this time he 
has striven manfully against the considerable difficulties 
under which this Company at present operates. 

We welcome C.S.M. Jolley to the Company as our new 
P.S.I. He has served a long time with the Regiment, 
having joined in 1926. His first seven years were spent 
with the 2nd Battalion and on leaving them he joined 
the 1st Battalion in Burma. 

Our appeal to Buffs in our area to come forward and 
join us has, so far, fallen on deaf ears. We feel that they 
should at least come and see us and give us their moral 
support. 

"D" Company. 
This month there is very little news. We have now 

settled down to our training, consisting of Map Reading, 
W.T., Foot Drill, etc., etc. 

Two of our boys have placed a foot on the ladder of 
promotion, one being Abbott, who is now a Corporal, and 
the other Parfect, who holds the  appointment of 
LanceCorporal. 

Some of the boys have been "Swatting" up their 
individual stalking in view of the "Fur and Feather 
Show" coming off this month. 

I don't think there is another Company who could 
beat this for a mixed bag of men from different regiments. 
Ours consists of 2 exRoyal Marines, 4 exBuffs (old 
T.A.), 1 exK.O.Y.L.I., 1 exGordon Highlander, 1 
exR.F.M.E. and 1 exMiddlesex. 

By the way, who nearly lost his teeth on the Mutual 
Drill Parade ? 

"S" Company. 
Is it due to the cold weather that the O.C. has failed 

to send in this month's notes, so that the job falls on 
my drooping shoulders ? 

With Dragon notes and Company Returns being due 
on the 1st of each month, a clerk would be very useful. 
Ariy hope of an A.T.S. Clerk ? 

The stream of incoming and outgoing vehicles has 
slowed down. The M.T.O. has even forgotten the 
15cwt. Morris which we have managed to keep fbr 
three weeks. 

I had the pleasure of meeting exSgt. Venner, A.C.C., 
who was attached to the 5th Battalion, struggling to 
earn an honest living as a Butcher's Assistant, and Sgt. 
Blaskett, who's smiling face shines out on Ashford 
Station watching out for exBuffs. 

The interest of a certain recruit at Cranbrook is so 
intense that he made the journey to Canterbury to 
draw his uniform on a Sunday afternoon. I am wondering 
if the £).M. shares his interest, particularly after havirig 
had his Sunday "nap" interrupted. 
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9th Battn., The Parachute Regiment 
T T NTIL the beginning of August the Battalion 

! V was engaged on Internal Security duties in 
Haifa. This work imposed a great strain on all 
concerned owing to the large number of guards 
that had to be provided as well as town patrols, 
house searching and the enforcement of curfew. 

It was therefore a popular move when on 
14th August the Battalion was sent up into the 
Galilee hills for a rest and' training. Two 
companies were in camps at Rosh Pinna and 
the rest of the Battalion were up at Safad, 
nearly 3,000 feet above sea level. It was a 
refreshing change from the humidity of Haifa, 
and freedom from Internal Security problems 
was a relief to everyone. The population of the 
area is predominantly Arab, so that the few 
Jewish; Settlements; were well behaved and 
ankibus td cooperate. ; <

The prospect of wintering in tj^e Safad hills 
in tdntsi was the cause of some apprehension. 
On 1st October, however, the Battalion moved 

f once more, this time to the coast a short way 
North df Acre. Here the whole Battalion is 
again concentrated in one camp and Internal 
Security dnce more imposes a big demand on 

*®the troops. Amongst other fesponsibilities is 

the security of the town of Acre. Acre gaol 
houses many wellknown thhgri jrihd; it is here 
that executions are normally carried; but. It is 
therefore always a potential sorirce of trouble 

* and a whole company is required\ for this* 
commitment. 

In addition, the Battalion is responsible for 
various tasks in connection with illegal im
migration. After the successful interception 
of the Haganah ships Paducan and Northlands 
"B" Company spent three days escorting the 
immigrants to Cyprus. About 800 at i time 
were transferred to a L.S.T., where they ; \tere 
crowded together in the hold for the 12hour 
journey. The standard of hygiene observed 
below deck was appalling and most! trbdps 
were glad when the unpleasant task was over. 

The Battalion is now organised into three 
rifle companies rind a H.Q. company, support 
company hriYmg been reduced to a composite 

_ platoon. ; Thi$ is: due to the shortage of men. 
; The1 accelerated release programme is hitting 

! the Battalion hard and between October and 
March approximately 20 officers and 500 men 
are being "released from the service. 

This, combined with'the latest cuts in the 
Army's mail power, ha$;teeerssitated a reduction" 

'! !S Yi
'!  r /':!' 

FORM OF LEGACY 
(to be included in a will, or as a codicil thereto). 

I BEQUEATH to the Colonel for the time being dl The Buffs, the 

sum of £ ' : : free from legacy duty, in aid bf the general objects 

of the Central Fund (Colonel of tffe Buffs), for which legacy the Receipt of 

such Colonel shall be a sufficient discharge to my Executors. 1 

O . * # 

Signature I............:.;.,..;...... l 

;J ' ;  i — ! , ; M i i tJ ?! iJ  ; \1'/: 
 '" ' A'1 i'r..? .jj.;:C /11 ykstG j%i fieiflrrVl . 
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in the number of parachute battalions from 
nine to six. This involves the amalgamation 
of 8th and 9th Parachute Battalions, which 
become the 8/9 Battalion during the first week 

; in January. This is a sad blow to everyone 

and it is hoped that it will only be a temporary 
measure. r 

'  .  . . .  \ j 
The following regular officers and warrant 

officers are now serving with the Battalion 
C.O. ... ... ... Lieut.Colonel P. C. Hinde, D.S.O. The Essex Regiment . ^ 
2 i/c ... ... ... Major R. B. Marshall ... ... The West Yorkshire Regiment 1 

Adjutant ... ... Captain D. E. C. Russell ... ... The Royal Sussex Regiment / 
O.C. "A" Company Major T. E. A, Robinson ... ... The Essex Regiment ' 
O.C. "B" Company Major P. M. Lawson ... ... The Royal Sussex Regiment L / 
OX. f C''Company!.. Major J. LI. Waddy ... ... The Somerset Light Infantry 
O.C. H.Q. Company Major R. J. Wilkins r ... ... The East Surrey Regiment 
2 i/c "B" Company Captain R. M. Brentiiall ... ... The Royal Warwickshire Regiment 
2 i/c "C" Company... Captain D. G. Ruff ..ji  ^ . ... The Beds. & Herts. Regiment 
2 i/c H.Q. Company Captain E. V. F. Wraight... ... The Royal Fusiliers 

.Q.M ... ... Captain (Q.M.) J. W. Glover ... The East Lancashire Regiment, 
W.T.O. .!. ... Lieut. A. D. Coote ... ... ... The Buffs _ 
R.S.M. ... ... P. McGeever ..* t »... ... The Essex Regiment 
R.Q.M.S. ,... ... C. Funnell ... ...  ... The Royal Sussex Regiment ; £ 
O.R.Q.M.S. ... ... R. H. Davies .. ... ... The Royal Welch Fusiliers 
C.S.M. ... ... C. F. Marks ... ... I./ ... The Queen's Royal Regiment 
C.S.M. ... .v. W.i j. McCutcheon ... ... The Royal Ulster Rifles , { 
C.S.M. ... .:. F. Carey ... ... . ... The Essex Regiment 
C.S.M. ... S. Hughes, M.M. ^.. ... The King's Regiment 
C.S.M. ... ... C. Lawrence.*.. .u ... ... The Royal Norfolk Regiment 

Regimental Histories of The Buffs 
! TM fallowing Hiitorits may now bt obttlntd from Sscrstsry, 

P. snd P Auodition, Th« Buffi, 12 I.T.C. Csntortury. 
'' PRICE 

HISTORICAL RECORDS 
OF THE Bj(JFFS 

1572—1704 
i by H. R. Knight 

HISTORICAL RECORDS 
OF THE BUFFS 

1704—4814 1 

1814—1914 
by C. R« B. Knight 

/Half bound in leather 
£1 10s. each 

£2 2s. 

Out of Print 
HISTORICAL RECORDS 

OF THE, BUFFS 

by R. S. H. Moody 

A SHORT HISfb&Y 
, OF THE BUFFS 

by E Foster Hall 
AI.SO 

" DRUMS AND DRUMMERS " 

Postage extra 

I ' One Shilling 

Deal and Walmer Branch—continued from p. 311 

enjoyed by all. Greetings were exchanged, and 
so ended a very happy meeting. The Secretary 
was requested to convey the greetings to all 
branches of The Buns Ladies' Guild. 

A party was proposed for the children, to be 
held at the next meeting. So mothers and 
grandmothers were requested to bring their 
little ones. 

To all branches of the Ladies' Guild we send 
our best wishes for, a happy Christmas and a 
very prosperous New Year. 

'itLi 

Printed in Great Britain by Gibbs and Sons, Orange Street, Canterbury. 
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How to get "The Dragon" 
JpOR those wishing to receive the Paper direct through 

the post each month, the rates of subscriptions are : 
1 year, 8/. 6 months, 4/. 3 months, 2/. 

Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs, 
Canterbury. 

25 YEARS OF CATERING FOR 
CANTERBURY AND GARRISON 
We have seen the change from large families 

and large joints, 
To small families and smaller joints, 
To rationing and even smaller joints. 
We make it our constant endeavour to help 

you through the week, 
And guarantee your Sunday joint, large or 

small. 
:: FAMILY BUTCHER :: 

Sausage 
Oar wall 

Established 
Speciality 

F. R. BEANEY ,, 
22a MILITARY ROAD, "tensive 

CANTERBURY Refrigeration 
Telephone 2827 

Telephone 2107 Established 1818 

GIBBS and SONS 
GENERAL PRINTERS 

A L L  C L A S S E S  O F  
MILITARY PRINTING 
EXECUTED AT SHORT 

NOTICE 

* 
BALANCE SHEETS POSTERS 

PROGRAMMES 
SPORTS FIXTURE CARDS 

a 
PRINTERS OF THIS JOURNAL 

E S T I M A T E S  G I V E N  

16 Orange Street, Canterbury 

SHAVING NEWS! 
Like a barber's razor, this blade is Hollow Ground 

It looks different. It is different! Like a barber's razor, the 
new blue Pal blade is actually hollow ground. Yet it fits all 
popular doubleedged safety razors. 
Hollow Ground edge. Pal's durable, hollow ground edge is so 
wonderfully sharp you are advised to shave with a light stroke 
for the first few shaves. There's no need to pull or scrape— 
Pal shaves you with just a 4feather touch! 

Pal Hollow GroundBlades are made in Britain, Canada, U.S.A., 
and South America; sold all over the world. Get them at all 
NAAFI Stores and Canteens, also at all chemists and barbers. 

Pal Blades, Hillington, Glasgow 

PAL 
HOLLOW G R O U N D  BLADES 

3 FOR 6d 

PAL, OH PALf^ 
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HAWKES & CO.,  LTD. 

Regimental Tailors 

; tO 

\ THE BUFFS 

Civil and Military Tailors and Outfitters 

U N I F O R M S  A N D  M U F T I  
M A D E  T O  M E A S U R E  
Lounge Suits, Overcoats, Hacking Jackets, Blazers, Shirts, 
Shoes, etc., in stock for immediate wear. 

1 SAVILE ROW, LONDON, W.l 
Ladies' Department on 1st Floor 

T E L E P H O N E  :  R E G E N T  0 1 8 6  

68 HIGH STREET, CAMBERLEY 
T E L E P H O N E :  C A M B E R L E Y  8 2 9  

By Appointment 

To the late King George V. 

Established 1799 
J. H. & J. BROOKE, Ltd. 

Wine Merchants 
LONDON 

27 CLEMENTS LANE, E.C.4 
Telephone : MANslon House, 5301 (3 lines) 

FOLKESTONE 
134 SANDGATE ROAD 

Telephone: Folkestone 3123 (2 lines) 

HYTHE 
78 HIGH STREET 

Telephone: Hythe 6301 


