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Personalia.

AY the year 1923 be a prosperous and happy one
for all.

Here are the greetings which passed between H.M.
King of Denmark and the Buffs. —
" To H.M. King Christian X. of Denmark, Copenhagan.
" Officers and all ranks, The Buffs loyally tender
" Christmas Greetings.
From Commanding Depot Buffs."
" To The Buffs, Canterbury.
" My best thanks and Christmas Greetings.
From Christian. R."
A Review of the Depot Pantomime appears on an
other page, but we cannot refrain from amplifying this
by congratulating Bt. Ft.Col. Thewles and his talented
company on their great success ; and also C.S.M. O.
Mason for the originality and wonderful work he put
into his scenery.
So far as the New Year and The Dragon are con
cerned, we are filled with encouragement by the number
of good wishes and renewal of subscriptions received.
For all of which we are sincerely grateful.
With this number of the paper, Captain H. H. C.
Baird vacates the editorial chair having handed over
the helm to Bt. Ft.Col. Thewles.
Hearty congratulations to Colonel Moody and Major
Tomlinsonon the great success of the War History of the
Buffs.
MY A. G. Nugent writing from Shanghai tells us that
his " piebald moke " won no less than 8 races during 1922.
To which we reply may it win a dozen more in 1923.
Congratulations to Fts. R. W. M. Webster and
C. R. B. Knight on having passed the examinati6n
necessary for promotion.
The following have returned home from the 2nd
Battalion at Aden
Ft. G. H. Mitchell who conducted
the T. X. Details, and 6278717 Q.M.S. (O.R.S.) Guerin
on three months leave.
We are asked to state that subscriptions to the
Association of Past and Present Buffs are now due,
and should be forwarded to the Hon. Sec., Depot the
Buffs, Canterbury, who, in receipt of them, will despatch
1923 badges in return.
We were very interested to hear from Captain Con
nellan, who writes us from Carlow, that he was the
original inventor of Buff pipeclay, and therefore
responsible for the restoration of our Buff facings in

3 months.

Offices
Depot, The Buffs,
Canterbury.

Price Sixpence.

1887. And we were equally interested in his request
for a supply of this to be sent him for use on his buff
hunting waistcoat, which he always wears in the hunting
field to remind him of his old days in the Regiment.
Captain Connellan in his letter also recalls a cricket
match played at Bristol about the year 1872 between
the 2nd Battalion and Gloucestershire.. Here is what
he says :— " Gloucestershire won of course, but it
was a good match, and no onesided affair. Probably
you could get hold of the old 2nd Battalion score book.
Three Graces, W. G., G. F., and F. M. played, and W. G.
was bowled for a very small score by a bandboy named
Quinn to whom he gave a sovereign." The full story
of this match would be interesting.
Another request for old time's sake comes from
Captain G. A. Steele who asks for some packs of Buff
playing cards. These we have sent him.
We have heard from Mr. J. White, who was a sergeant
in India 25 years ago, and from Mr. G. Baton for many
years Mess Sergeant of the 1st Battalion.
Other old Buffs are Mr. F. Barrett who used to be
Major Crookenden's groom in Harrismith; C. Hay
ward, (Major Tomlinson's old servant) ; H. Impett ;
J. Ronsell ; W. F. Baker and F. G. Baker. All the
above appear to be doing well.
Of the 5th Battalion we have news of Mr. Brie C.
French (late Bce.Sgt.) who is living at Margate.
In response to the appeal in our last number for
copies of the History for men in hospital we gratefully
acknowledge one copy from Captain H. R. Raikes for
the Buffs in hospital at Richmond ; and six copies
for old Buffs who served during the war and are now in
hospital or unable to buy a copy for themselves with
" best wishes for better times from an old C.O."
Our readers will be informed in a subsequent number
to whom these six copies have been given.
Owing to pressure of work with the regimental
history, Major F. W. Tomlinson excuses himself from
his usual article on Colonels of the Buffs.
Another Buff old Malburian is Ft. G. H. Mitchell
of the 2nd Battalion, and another Buff Wellingtonian
is Major G. D. Hickman.
And we hear of the following Buffs as having been at
Sherborne >—Capts. G. S. Dixon, C. D. Gullick and
R. A. Pinhey, and 2/Ft. G. A. Monkhouse.
Congratulations to Capt. H. de R. Morgan on his
election to the Band of Brothers.
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Personal!a—continued.
We were much interested to receive the following
from Sgt. P. C. Robinson of the "B " Battery R.G.A.,
.stationed at Roorkee, India ;—
I have much enjoyed The Dragon as also have
many in this Brigade who were previously stationed
at Mult an with the 2nd Battalion. Many good times
they had there together, and I am proud to think that
the R.G.A. here who were associated with the 2nd
Battalion at Multan have nothing but praise and good
words for them, and I can honestly say I have never
heard any Regiment receive so many kind tributes
from the Royal Artillery in my 14 years' service. The
subject of the 2nd Battalions performances and conduct
have often been an interesting topic of our conversation."
Mr. E. H. Brown asks to be allowed to express his
gratitude, in the pages of The Dragon, to the Benevolent
Fund for the employment found him with Messrs.
Weatherby and Sons of Campden Hill Road. Good
luck to him.
A new subscriber to The Dragon is Sgt. F. Gibbs,
A. B.C., and late 2/Bt. The Buffs, who is now attached
to the B. Yorkshire Regt. in Iraq.
Col. Sir Theodore Brinckman has very kindly sent
us a cheque for £2, the balance of which, after deducting
his subscription to the paper, he asks us to devote to the
Xmas dinner for the men at the Depot. This we have
handed over to Major Bee.
We hear of Capt. V: Newton Moss, M.C., late The
Buffs, as now being one of the resident proprietors of the
Sussex Hotel, St. Beonard'sonSea. In the venture
we wish him every success.
We are indebted to the following for very kindly
sending us donations for the Benevolent Fund —
Brig.Gen. H. C. de la M. Hill £1, Capt. Byron Jacobs
1 guinea, Bt. J. Presnail 6/, and Mr. G. Sampson, late
455 Pte. 6th*Battalion, 2/.
And from Mr. R. M. Hill, now a resident of Beeds,
we have received the following —" I received your
letter today, and was extremely sorry to hear that
mine was the only entry for the Benevolent Fund Ballot,
though it would appear that for the first time in history
" Beeds Beads." Of course, you may take it for
granted that the 1/ is for the Benevolent Fund, not to be
returned. Better Buck and more support next time! "
C.S.M. Cassells, late 1st Battalion The Buffs, who
was a Musketry Instructor in the 3rd Battalion for
some time after the war is looking for a job as a gardener.
He is doing invaluable work in the mess grounds and
the Adjutant's garden at the Depot, but he is looking for
something more permanent. Can anyone help him ?
To enable us to complete our orders for 1922 Bound
Volumes of The Dragon, we must have more copies of
the June, July and August issues. If any of our readers
can help us in this respect, we should be grateful.

Past and Present Notes.
BY R.Q.M.S. A. ANDREWS, HON. SEC.

rp HESE

are the last notes that you will receive from
L me, as having completed my allotted " span,
I am shortly handing over my reins of office.
*

*

We must apologize for making our entry into the
New Year a few days late, but the Christmas holiday
left no alternative.

*

*

*

*

*

I hear many in the 2nd Battalion are looking forward
to the Annual Dinner. I hope they turn up in numbers,
as we have not had a Battalion in England at the time
of the dinner, since somewhere about 1908.
*

*

*

*

Regarding the wish of some to have the dinner in
Canterbury instead of Bondon. This appears sound at
first sight, but how will it pan out ? How many members
living in Bondon and the vicinity would journey to
Canterbury and stop the night ? Could we get sufficient
support locally ?
*
*
*
During The Buffs' Cricket Week, we get a fair
number of local residents but not one quarter of the
numbers living within a 15 miles radius of " The City,
and this is " free," should we get more or less for the
dinner. Remember, even locally, it is not easy to get
late conveyance out of Canterbury.
*

*

*

*

Perhaps a compromise could be made by Members
forming a " Cricket Dinner" to be held say in the
Sergeant's
Mess if not too many.
&

*

*

*

*

Anent the ladies ; from enquiries made there is
a decided movement in favour of this. Well, I think
it would be a very good experiment and well worth
trying. I hope it will be given a trial.
*

*

*

* „

" Darkie " Williams for some time butcher in the
3rd Battalion, August 14th onwards, is up against it.
Can any Member help him to a job as slaughterer, meat
porter, or any similar job ? Address :—1 Majendia
Road, Plumstead, S.E Hard work is his motto.
*
*
*
*
Many will soon be thinking of fixing up their Sum
mer " holidays. Please bear in mind the Depot Cricket
Week in August when fixing your holiday.
Canter
bury is the hub of the Kentish Coast. You can get to
all seaside resorts in Kent, from Canterbury m a very
short period from 1 to 2 hours by road. Think well ol
it The Depot can put some of you single men up ;
and you will be surprised at the pals you will meet.
*
*
*
*
Christmas will be over by the time these notes appear,
and the New Year be ushered in. Bet us all hope that
1923 will be brighter for many and that all old Buffs
will find employment. Best wishes to one and all for the
New Year.
*

On page 14 appears Obituary notices of Major W. R.
Corrall whose tragic death in the Soudan means such a
heavy loss to the Regiment, and of Mr. Phil Ravenhill
whose fortitude throughout his life not only endeared
himself to all but won our universal admiration.

*

A few days ago about 165 of the 2nd Battalion The
Buffs arrived at the Depot for discharge and transfer
to the Army Reserve. Amongst those for discharge
was " Victor " McMahon, one of the stalwarts of the
2nd Battalion. Victor will be missed by many, for his
cheery presence always chased away " dull care." We
wish you luck in your new sphere, and hope to see many
of you at Canterbury, during Cricket Week.

*

*

*

A very interesting article by Colonel Findlay, relating
to the future of the Association appears on page 13, and
it is to be hoped that the pros and cons of the many
suggestions offered will be fully considered. It will have
been recognized that the publicity and vim given the
Association during the last year has borne much fruit,
and it would seem that, if these can now be continued
with even greater force, nothing can stop our Association
from becoming the strongest and best in the Service.
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Regimental Battle Honours.

I

5

Regimental Notability.

(From The Times of 19th Dec).

N September last an Army Order and an Army
Council Instruction were published announcing
certain rules which had been drawn up governing the
conditions under which battle honours for the late war
were to be awarded to regiments and corps. The
new rules, which had for some time been anxiously
awaited, aroused a feeling of dismay among all regiments
of the Army, and more particularly among those which
had already accumulated a long list of honours for
services in the many old wars by which the British
Empire had been built up and consolidated.
Briefly, the official decision was that no regiment
should in future have a total of more than twentyfour
honours emblazoned on the Regimental Colour ; that
a limit of ten honours was to be borne for service in the
Great War ; and that a regiment already possessing the
official limit would be under the necessity of removing
some of the more ancient of these honours from its
Colour in order to make room for honours gained in the
last war.
In a letter* which we published from CAPTAIN C. T.
ATKINSON it was suggested that if the question of the
award of battle honours had been decided in the manner
laid down in the Army Order from any fear that the
regimental Colour could not conveniently contain more
than a limit 01 twentyfour battle honours, the Royal
Warrant of 1843 might be cancelled and the former
practice be resumed by whcih battle honours were em
blazoned on both the KING'S and the regimental Colour.
To this suggestion we gave our support. We have
reason to believe that this solution of what the Army
Council appeared to regard as a difficulty has now been
accepted, and that fresh orders will shortly be issued
directing that existing battle honours shall remain
on the regimental Colour, and that those awarded for
the Great War shall be placed upon the KING'S Colour.
This decision, we feel sure, will be welcome.
It will also, it may be noted, greatly reduce the
labours of the regimental committees to be convened
under the Army Order of September 4th last, for these
committees will now only have to decide upon the
honours to be claimed by the regiment for the services
of all its battalions from 1914 to 1918.
* Extracts from this letter were published in the
November Dragon.
Army Disability Pensions.

(Disability discovered after Discharge).
It is officially stated that if a soldier, after discharge
from the Army, is found partially or wholly incapable
of earning a livelihood by reason of a wound or injury
attributable to military service and recorded by the
regulated medical authority, and is not in receipt of
any provision from public funds sufficient for his main
tainance, a pension or an increased pension may be
granted to him.
In exceptional cases, where the incapacity is caused
by disease proved to the satisfaction of the Chelsea
Hospital Commissioners to be wholly attributable to
the particular conditions of his military service, a similar
award may be made, provided that the claim is lodged
within 7 years from the date of discharge.
In no case will the pension exceed the rate which
would have been granted to the soldier under the
regulations in force at the date of his discharge had he
been discharged on account of disability.
For full particulars as to how to obtain Vols. I. or III.
of the History of the Regiment see page 28.

Colonel R. S. H. Moody, C.B.
BORN OCTOBER 23RD, 1854.
Gazetted Sub.Eieut. The Buffs (direct commission), Aug. 9th,
1873. Served in Griqualand (Adjt. 2nd Battn.) in 1878; Zululand
(Adjt. 2nd Battn.) in 1879, medal and clasp. Passed Staff Coll. 1884 ;
Brigade Major, Malta, 1885 to 1890. Served in Chitral Expedition
(Major 1st Battn.) 1895; Malakand Field Force (2nd in command 1st
Battn.) 1897 ; wounded—medal and two clasps—despatches. Promoted
out of the Buffs, Feb. 1900; served in S. Africa, 1900 to1902; despatches,
medal 3 clasps, King's medal 2 clasps and C.B.; retired in 1905.
Came out in 1914 to raise a battn. R. Irish Fus.: Secretary of
States despatches, 1915; served in France and Belgium, 1916, 17 and
18 with a Eabour Corps, medal and victory medal.
Author of the War History of the Buffs, 1914—1919.
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The 1st Battalion.
rj^HE end of November sees
I
the 1st Battalion still at
Bostandjik, and we have had the
unaccustomed pleasure of actually
spending a whole month in the
same station. It is true that this
was somewhat unexpected as at
one time we had actually begun
to evacuate the station. Wind was
vertical, gusts were violent and
frequent. An
elaborate
pro
gramme running from "A" Day
up to almost the end of the al
phabet had been drawn up. So
much stores were to be moved by
such a day and the Battalion,
minus nearly all its baggage, was
to camp in a cold and desolate
spot on "A" for so many days,
and then was to move off to some constantly changing
destination, which, wherever it was, would certainly
be cold, uncomfortable, and unpleasant. All the heaviest
part of the small quantity of baggage that the Battalion
had at Bostandjik was evacuated; stores were removed;
beds, bedding, benches and forms were taken away,
and we were left with just the shell of the camp to live in.

Another Chatalja snapshot.
Training is in full swing ; the country round Bos
tandjik is open and gives plenty of facilities for it. The
competitions for the Harris Shield are just going to
start again. During the month there has been a certain
amount of football and hockey, but no Battalion football
matches.
The Battalion took part in the competition for the
" McDouall Cup " given by Col. McDouall, commanding
the 84th Brigade during the latter half of October and
November, for the best company (or similar unit) foot
ball team serving in Anatolia. " C " Company repre
sented the Battalion but were badly beaten by " A "
company of the Essex.
A HeadquarterWing has been formed, comprising
Band, Drums, Machine Gunners, Signallers, Transport,
Grooms, Police, Cooks, Pioneers and Headquarters
Detach, and is now known as " E " company, and is
nearly twice the strength of the other companies. Just
at the end of the month, the Battalion took over from
the Essex the posts at and near Gebze absolutely on the
frontier in contact with the Kemalists. Spear platoon
of "A" Company are the first to take on the job.
2ND BATTALION DRAFT.

Photo taken by Q.M.S. Evans during Chatalja campaign.
However, the breeze gradually died down, and to
wards the end of the month, one of the mighty ones from
Headquarters visited us and told us that the situation
was almost normal, and that we might proceed to make
ourselves comfortable again. Accordingly, palliasses
were sent to us and stuffed with straw, stoves were put
into the huts again, and finally
benches and tables
were actually produced for the Dining Halls and kit
bags were brought over from Yildiz.
The great event of the month, however, from our
point of view, was the arrival of the long expected draft
from the 2nd Battalion ; Captain Haymen, Ets., Rowe,
Hamil Stewart, and Fearnside Speed, and about 360
other ranks marched into the camp on a cold and drizzly
day, Sunday, November 12th. The 1st Battalion,
from being one of the weakest units in Constantinople,
is now one of the strongest, and it is quite like old times
to see platoons and companies up to strength again.
"A" company has still been holding our sector of the
defensive line, and the men in the " trenches " have had
a hard time on occasions, as the weather has broken,
and there has been a great deal of rain with some snow.
The men of the 2nd Battalion Draft coming from Aden
and Alexandria must have felt the weather very badly.

To continue our story from last month we left Egypt on the 7th
November on S.S. Manora and arrived at Chanak on the 10th where
we had to tranship to the S.S. Polland. We actually reached the
1st Battalion on the 12th, and right glad we were to complete our jour
ney. On arrival the conducting officers were soon posted to companies
for temporary duty, but thanks to the 1st Battalion having a full com
plement of N.C.O.'s th^re was nothing to do for the Sergeants who took
full advantage of their idle moments by visiting the chief places of
interest round these parts. One of these Sergeants said he had seen
some of the finest sights at Bostandjik since he enlisted. What does
this refer to ?
Before leaving Alexandria, the draft did themselves credit in the
field of sport. On the 31st October a walking race was arranged ; dis
distance—about 6 miles; dress—Regulation Dress, boots, puttees
and helmets. This race was very keenly fought out, just over 150
taking part. The course which was on the main road around the
Alexandria district was kept clear by the Egyptian Police, instructed
by Major Kelham, D.C.M., etc. (late Buffs), who officiated as starter
and as one of the umpires.
Pte. Bridges, Steed and Stone were soon at the head, but about
halfway Bridges and Steed dropped behind, E. Smith and Pennell
coming to the front, followed closely by H. Beaney. Smith strained his
ankle after covering about five miles. The final result was :—Pte.
Pennell first in 57 mins., Beaney second about three yards behind, and
Stone third five yards behind Beaney.
The Officers supplied the 1st prize, Major Kelham supplying 2nd
and 3rd prizes, also a wooden spoon for last man home ; this was
presented to Pte. Glover, his time being 1 hr. 15 mins. Major Kelham
said he had never seen '' Buffs'' walk like it before (now what about it
the " Old Uns ? " )
At football we beat " D " Coy., 1st Hampshire Regt. on the 29th
October, 40.
On the 30th October we beat their Head Quarter Wing, in a return
match, 10.
Our next ganie was a return against " A " Coy. of the Hants., a very
good team, who beat us 10. Our team played together well and
succeeded in keeping them out until almost time when the ball re
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bounded off our lefthalf into our goal. Mr. Rowe who was playing
at back strained his knee in the 1st half and had to exchange with the
goalkeeper for the last half of the game. This was our only defeat
during our stay at Alexandria.
Our team in the above match was Goal: Pte. Pointer; Backs :
Bones and Bailey ; Halves; Copcutt, Sgt. Coaster, White; For
wards : Edwards, Nash, Hawkins, Bates, F. Smith.
In regard to the Boxing Tournament reported in the December
Dragon, it is only fair to Pte. French to say that all'present were of the
opinion that he had won his fight against Hunnisett, and there was
general surprise at the verdict given.
C. D.

A COMPANY.

The month of November saw many changes, our first move being to
Feneraki where we were employed on outpost duty. This meant that
we were on guard every other day, so leaving no time for parades of
any description.
Nothing startling happened until just before we were relieved by
"C" Company. On this night of November 14th a disturbance between
the M.F.P."s and the Turkish Police broke out at a village just outside
Feneraka. Thirty O.R.'s were ordered out, but a cancelling order
came just as they were ready to move off.  We are pleased to be able to
say there were no casualties.
On the 11th inst. ten O.R.'s under Capt. E M. S. Essell, attended
a Memorial Service at Harbie, as representatives of the Detachment.
The remainder of the Detachment paraded for the two Minutes' Silence
at the camp, our drummers sounding East Post and Reveille.
The evening of the 15th found us guests of our Detachment Officers
at a Smoking Concert. All ranks thoroughly enjoyed themselves,
especially the Camp Sergeant Major, who wanted to bathe in the beer
bath.
The following morning we were relieved by " B " Company, and
returned by Marchroute to Bostandjik. Here we met the draft from
the 2nd Battalion. We had begun to think them lost. One rumour
said that they were awaiting us at our nexb station, wherever that
might be.
We have had all sorts of rumours about moving out of Turkey,
but as to where and when we still know nothing. We are determined
to have a right royal time at Christmas wherever we may be.
We were all very pleased to see Et.Col. E W. Eucas, D.S.O., M.C.,
back once more and looking so well.
Football is still going strong when weather permits. Our first
fixture in the Harris Shield is with "D" Company. We entertain
great hopes of taking the Shield from " C' Company this year and so
regaining our position, right of the line.
Our short service men are still with us and it seems they are to spend
Christmas out here.
One and all join in welcoming the 2nd Battalion draft, especially
Ding Dong and Co.
Just recently No. 4 Platoon left us for duties at the railway station
of Gebze.

Things we would like to know.

Can a certain Sub. sing " Flash Harry ? "
Is it necessary to carry a bolt and Magazine on Guard Mounting
Parade ?
What are the 1st Battalion doing in their spare time in Constanti
nople ?
Who is " Puss in Boots ? "
Having learnt where Robinson Crusoe took Friday each weekend,
we should like to know wThere Uncle Bert takes Cousin Harry.
RAG AND BONES.

B COMPANY.

A month of many changes.
On the 3rd November we proceeded by marchroute from Feneraki
to Bostandjik, to rejoin Battalion Headquarters, and we were all pleased
to get out of the mud for a while, then on 15th November back to
Feneraki again to relieve A and D Coys.
On the 12th November we were all very pleased to welcome a
splendid draft from the 2nd Battalion, B Coy. receiving 76 N.C.O.'s
and Men. It was good to see so many old faces, and we welcome Capt.
Haymen and Eieut. FernsideSpeed, who conducted the draft and
who now await a passage to England—pending the arrival of the 2nd
Battalion.
We are more like a Company now, and soon every other night on
guard will be a thing of the past. Our heavy baggage is to be sent to
Malta soon, and we live in hopes of following it in the near future. But
wherever we are we intend to have " some " Christmas.
At football in a good clean game we recently lost to the 96th Battery
R.F.A. who after the match entertained us to a excellent tea.
On the 23rd November a Coy. Concert was much appreciated, and
although our bodies were cold, our spirits were warm indeed. Our
best thanks to Cpls. Meakin and Polkinghorne and Bds. Moss who so
kindly assisted us.
Cpl. Bennett, Ptes. Thurlow and Ingram have been admitted to
hospital and have now been evacuated to Malta where we wish them a
good rest and speedy recovery.
Pte. Rye started on his journey to U.K. but unfortunately his boat
was ordered back to Constantinople after it had arrived at Chanak.
We were all pleased to welcome back to the Battalion Colonel
McDouall who has been away from us to command the Brigade,
We are thankful to R.S.M. Hayman (the garrison Sgt. Major) D.C.M.
who brought over from Constantinople a splendid concert party and
gave us a good show. Capt. Allen has left the Battalion, and Capt.
Thomson is expected to leave us shortly, we shall miss them very much
indeed and we wish them the very Best of Euck and Success.

Pte. Chappell, our Coy. Storeman is expecting to go home any day
now, he is wondering whether he will be able to get home for Xmas,
and as I believe he is to very shortly join the " Benedicts," he is all the
more anxious.

Personal.

A warm welcome to Et.Col. McDouall on his return to the Battalion.
The best of thanks to R.S.M. Hayman, D.C.M., for the excellent
show given us by the concert party he brought over from Constantinople.
To Capt. Allen and Capt. Thomson who have left us for home, the
very best of luck. We shall miss them both.
Pte. Chappell, shortly to join the "Benedicts" is showing some
anxiety as to whether he will reach home by Christmas. When he leaves
although we lose Chappell we have still our church left.
We should welcome news of Ets. Price and Webster who left us at
Shorncliffe, and of Ets. Wilson and Gem who left us when on the other
side of the Bosphorus.
Pte. Thurlow has returned to us from Malta and we look forward
to seeing him with Cpl. Hills and Pte. Carlo at our next concert.
Sgt. Robinson, 2nd Battalion, and Pte. Rye leave for home on 17th
December in H.M.T. Huntsend.
We were sorry to lose Capt. Haymen on his taking over command
of E Coy.
A real good Christmas and a prosperous New Year to the 2nd
Battalion and the Depot, and may the coming year see us all more
settled.

C COMPANY.

I must apologize for absence of notes from the " Champion Coy."
last month, and must promise not to let it occur again as the afore
mentioned company has severely sat upon me for their absence !
We have had some good games of football and have been fairly
successful.
On the 22/12/22 we met " A " Coy., 1st Essex Regt. at Haida Pascha,
and there sustained our only defeat of the season, being beaten by
4 goals to 1. But we consider it a honour to be beaten by that team
as they were "The Stuff " and no mistake.
On the 26/12/22 we met and defeated the 85th Field Ambulance by
3 goals to 1.
Hockey is now in full swing and today we met and defeated " B"
Coy. by 7 goals to Nil, in the first match of the Harris Shield Cham
pionship. Guess Tommy will have to cancel his remarks concerning
our cleaning the Shield before handing it over, as I guess we are, not
going to hand it to " B " Coy.)
Alas ! news is just to hand that C.Q.M.S. Manning, our Quarter
Bloke, is to be sent home for transfer to Home establishment. We
are very sorry to lose " OurSnowy " as he is a great asset to us, especially
in the boxing line. Wherever he may go I take this opportunity of
wishing him—in the name of the company—all that it is possible to
wish a good friend. May his shadow never grow less.
BUNNY.

Modern Troubadours.
A RECORD OF THE CONCERT PARTIES AT THE FRONT,
BY FENA ASHWEEE , O.B.E. (Gyldendal. 5/).

A

MONG all the horrors and discomforts of the Great
War, which those who took part in it hasten to
forget, certain bright memories stand out of the efforts
made at the time to bring forgetfulness, however brief
and temporary, of those horrors.
These memories are surely worth preserving, if only
as a personal record ; for to almost every soldier who
fought in the War the experience recalled by the words
" Concerts at the Front " will have a personal meaning.
The work of the great organisation which had Miss
Eena Ashwell at its head, was in the first instance a
personal one, seeking to get at the heart of the individual
soldier, to prevent the blunting of his emotions by the
abnormal existence he was plunged into, and to remind
him that he was not alone, that the people at home
followed his daily doings with the keenest sympathy.
The work was, in fact, a vast and unprecedented
emotional experiment, only rendered possible by the
national character of the War itself and of the Armies
that fought it. Its extent is shown in the fact that
from 1915 to 1919 plays and music were carried into the
different War Zones by over 600 artists. Incidentally,
the experience gained by these artists themselves must
be regarded as an asset in the artistic life of the nation.
The main interst, however, and it is a permanent one,
is the influence of the Drama in its various phases and of
Music on the emotions of men who were cut off from the
everyday interests of their normal life and hourly
exposed to danger.
The history of the Great War is incomplete without
this record of a great undertaking worthily carried out,
As also is a Garrison or Regimental Eibrary.
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War History of The Buffs.
(Being a Review specially written for The Dragon by Brig.General E. H. Finch Hatton, C.M.G., D.S.O.)

I

N presenting the War History of The Buffs*, Colonel
R. S. H. Moody has lifted the veil, which has
shrouded the glorious achievements of the Regiment
all these long years and has unfolded an Epic, which will
live for all time as an abiding witness of the heroism
and devotion of the Officers, NonCommissioned Officers
and Men of The Buffs and to the glory of the fair Country
of Kent, which sent them forth to do battle for the
cause of Liberty, Justice and Right.
It has been'issued under the title of:—
Historical Records of The Buffs East Kent Regiment
(3rd Foot) formerly designated The Holland Regiment
and Prince George of Denmark's Regiment in 19141919.
This being what is hoped will prove to be the third
volume of a series of which the first Volume 15701704
by the late Captain H. R. Knight has so far only been
published.
Owing to the Censorship that was enforced during the
War and owing to the stringent orders forbidding any
mention in letters or in diaries of names of places or
Units, many deeds of heroism went unrecorded and
have since sunk into oblivion. " Somewhere in France "
" Somewhere in Belgium " became hallowed phrases as
denoting a spot where some titanic struggle had waged
or where a valliant Buff laid down his life. Even in the
farflung Battle Front Units of the same Regiment
knew as little where their own comrades were as did those
at home and the Order of Battle remained a sealed book.
Colonel Moody has therefore had a formidable task
in unravelling the tangled skein, but he has emerged
through all the fog of war and has produced as the
result of unremitting labour and research a vivid and
comprehensive narrative, which will stir the hearts of
every Buff and Man of Kent. He has approached his
subject in a masterly manner and in a spirit worthy of
the great work he had in hand.
The stirring events of each of the nine Battalions
have been arranged in chronological order, maintaining
a continuity throughout and setting forth in terse but
simple language the fascinating story of the grim ordeal,
through which our beloved Regiment was called upon
to pass.
Under the heading—' The Buffs go to War'—Chapter
1 takes us with the 1st Battalion overseas, where it
sang itself to the tune of Tipperary into the firing line,
which it reached on the morning of the 21st September,
1914—memorable as the date on which The. Buffs
first measured swords with the Hun.
The Battles of The Aisne and of Armentieres, which
included the action at Radingem were forerunners of
many a fight to come in which the spirit of the Regi
ment prevailed to the end, to the utter discomfiture of
the enemy.
The entry of the 2nd Battalion into the World War
is the theme of Chapter 2. Transferred from the peace
ful cantonments at Wellington in India, it soon found
itself in the mud of Flanders—a contrast in conditions
it would be difficult to imagine. " Composed of seasoned
men in the perfection of training and physique, it is
said that no finer body of infantry had ever taken the
field."
In the words of the Historian, " The second Battle
of Ypres has brought more obliquy and illfame on the
German Nation than even Marathon brought glory
to the Athenians." At about 5 p.m. on the 22nd April,
1915, the Bosche discharged poisongas, a means of
destruction so devilish as to have been unthought of,
* Historical Records of the Buffs East Kent Regiment
19141919 by Colonel R. S. M. Moody, C.B., P.S.C., late
The Buffs. Published by the Medici Society, Utd., 7/6
net.

undreamt of as a weapon of War. " What followed "
said Sir John French in his despatches " defies descrip
tion. The effect of these poisonous gasses was so
virulent as to render the whole line held by the French
incapable of any action at all."
It was into this inferno that the 2nd Battalion was
rushed.
' Subjected to violent artillery bombardment
from a large mass of guns with an unlimited supply of
ammunition, to which our own glorious gunners, owing to
insuperiority of guns and lack of shells, could hardly
make any reply', our devoted Buffs endured and
maintained the salient of Ypres intact and barred the
way of the Bosche to their boasted objectives the
Channel Ports and England.
In this terrible Battle the toll amounted to 17 Officers
and 702 other ranks.
Reinforcements were made up on the actual battle
field and we read that " lads of the Drafts, who had just
left Kent full of life, zeal and enthusiasm were obliterated
immediately on reaching their long desired goal, their
Regiment, "even before they had been allotted to Com
panies."
Chapter 3 deals with the mobilization of the 4th and
5th Territorial Battalions and of the birth, adolescence
and Manhood of the three Service Battalions of The
Buffs, the 6th, the 7th and the 8th, which were destined
to play such a glorious part in the war and to bring
undying fame to the Regiment. Together with the
2nd Battalion the 6th and 8th Battalions fought side
by side in that tremendous Battle of Loos, a Battle which
will always be associated with uncut wire.
Each of these Battalions vied with each other in their
indominitable bravery and heroism. " Slag Alley"
" Hohenzollen Redoubt " and Hulluch will always be
names held in honour a? "Points d'appui " in this
terrible conflict where the Buffs fought with tenacity
and courage, seldom if ever equalled before.
The losses of the three Battalions were appalling.
The 2nd Battalion lost 15 Officers and 358 other ranks.
The 6th Battalion suffered in casualties, 10 Officers
killed out of 13 who went into battle and 400 other
ranks killed, wounded and missing. The 8th Battalion
lost 24 Officers and 610 other ranks, " including their
heroic old Colonel, Col. Romer. He was shot in his
shoulder early in the day, but continued in his place
showing an example to all till he was killed by a bullet
through his heart."
" What a death for a hero of 64' is the author's proud
comment."
Colonel Moody now follows the fortunes of the 4th
and 5th Battalions who had embarked for India. Soon
after reaching its destination there, the 5th Battalion
was posted to the army in Mesopotamia. During the
attempted relief of Kut, January 8th, 1916—April 29th
the 5th Battalion experienced much hardship and
fatigue, continual marching and fighting under terrible
conditions during which it upheld all the old traditions
of the Regiment. To illustrate the intensity of the
fighting we learn that the Battalion lost in Casualities
8 Officers killed and 12 wounded whilst 84 other ranks
were killed and 259 wounded.
In another Chapter, Colonel Moody describes the
Battle of Kut, 1917, which by dint of hard hammering,
culminated in the defeat and pursuit of the Turk and of
the entry of the 5th Battalion at the head of the vic
torious army into Bagdad.
Little up to the present has been said of the 7th
Battalion, a Battalion which was to loom large in
subsequent operations and to fill the picture right up
to the end of the war. To review its history as told
would be to rewrite the bulk of the Colonel Moody's
History, which is beyond the scope of this article.
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Under its brilliant Commanding Officer—Ut. Colonel
A. U. Ransome, D.S.O., M.C., the Dorsetshire Regi
ment, who for two and a half years was at the head of
the Battalion, the 7th Buffs went from battle to battle
imbued with that wonderful spirit which animated them,
winning fresh laurels and establishing a record, which
is comparable with any Battalion in the army, and which
includes the First Battle of Albert, 1916. The Battle
of Bazentin Ridge, Thiepval Ridge, the Ancre Heights,
the Battle of the Ancre, the Battles of Arleux of Poll
cappelle, St. Quintin, Amiens, Second Battle of Albert
in 1918, the Second Battle of Bapaume, the Battle of
Kpehy, Battle of St. Quentin Canal, the Battle of the
Selle and the Battle of the Sambre.
What a record !
In many of these Battles the 7th fought side by side
with their comrades of the 1st, 6th, and 8th.
The 2nd Battalion in Salonica, the 10th Battalion in
Palestine and subsequently on the western front and the
composite Battalion of The Buffs and Royal West
Kent Regiment in Gallipoli fill one with pride as one
reads the stirring accounts of their achievements.
No less than thirtytwo thousand men passed through
the ranks of the Regiment of whom over fivethousand
gave their lives for their King and Country. Bach of
these glorious names is recorded in the appendix.
Two Coloured Plates and twelve illustrations adorn
the pages of the History, which is further enchanced by
several maps and diagrams.
This review would be incomplete without reference
being made to the indefatigable efforts of Major F. W. H.
Tomlinson, who was so closely associated with the
author in its production and to whom Colonel Moody
has given a gracious testimony in his Preface.
This History should not only form part of the
eqipment in every knapsack but should be found a
prominent place in the Library of every mansion and
be an honoured possession in the bookshelves of every
cottage in the County of Kent from whence these
Heros sprang.

Another Dragon,
NOTHER attraction has been added to the Sights
of Aden. P. and O. passengers and others when
visiting the famous water tanks situate in the barren
rocks, would do well to visit also, the Remembrance
Structure, erected by the 2nd Battalion The Buffs, in
place of the usual painting on the rock face of the
Regimental Badge,
When the 2nd Battalion the Buffs arrived in Aden
there was a badge of the lst/4th Battalion, The Buffs
painted high up on the hillside, but one night the hill
side collapsed and the badge of the 1st/4th came down.
The 2nd Battalion of course immediately thought of

War History of The Buffs,
19141919.
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erecting another. The illustration shows the results of
these thoughts which sprang from the mind of our then
Adjutant Captain G. R. Howe, who urged that such a
construction, such as the illustration shows, would last a
number of years and not collapse with the hillside.
The work was taken in hand by Corporal W. A.
Standing of " D " Company. He has performed a very
neat piece of work, and this little article should be a
good reference for him in obtaining similar employment
in civil life. He leaves us very soon.
The Structure is built at a height of 200 feet above
the parade ground at Front Bay Barracks, The Crater.
The work took ciose on 5 months to complete, and is
built of volcanic rock and Portland cement. The
material had to be taken up the hillside by mules.
Even this was difficult because the path was rather
dangerous. The foundation is the natural rock. The
height is 15 feet; the width is 22 feet; and the depth
(front to rear) 8 feet. The total weight is 70 tons.
When the Battalion paraded on Armistice Day for
two minutes, thoughts for the comrades who have gone,
this structure, surrounded by an amphitheatre of dark
rocks, overlooked the solemn scene, and the embossed
Dragon, thereon seemed to become fiercer and fiercer
during the sound of the "last Post." It was very
imposing.
A. T. REDSHAW.
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The 2nd Battalion.
VISIT OF H.H. THE REGENT OF ABYSSINIA.

A

CEREMONIAL Parade
was held on Friday,
November 3rd, on the occasion
of the visit to Aden of His
Highness
the
Regent
of
Abyssinia.
Lieut.
Col.
R.
Bright was in command of the
parade, while Bt.Lieut.Col.
H. B. Potter, D.S.O. commanded
the Battalion. The 13th Pack
Battery and 41st Dogras were
also on parade.
His Highness held a quick
inspection of the parade, whilst
the aeroplanes of the Aden
Flight manoeuvred overhead.
After the inspection, the Brigade
marched past, the salute being
taken by His Highness the
|Regent. During the parade His Highness was protected
from the sun by a large red sunshade, borne by one of his
staff.

SERGEANTS.

Sgt. Sidwell, b Lister ...
Sgt. Smith, c and b Lister
Sgt. Webb, b Schute ...
Bandmaster Hewitt, c Crozier, b Sandilands
Sgt. Deeks, b Sandilands
Sgt. Dennis, c Stainforth, b Sandilands
Sgt. Kemp, c Lister, b Sandilands ...
Sgt. Hamblin, b Schute
Sgt. Ricketts, b Sandilands ...
C.S.M. Vincer, c and b King ...
Sgt. Joy, not out
Extras

10
2

7
9
0
2

1
2

8

4
3
14

Total

62
OFFICERS.

Lieut. Crozier, lbw, b Sidwell
Lieut. Lister, run out ...
Capt. Schute (R.A.S.C.), b Smith
Lieut. King, not out ...
Lieut. Penlington, b Smith
Lieut. A. G. C. Stainforth, c Smith, b Sidwell
Capt. Backhouse, c Smith, b Hamblin
Lieut. Sandi.ands, c Dennis, b Sidwell
Lieut. Knocker, b Sidwell
Lieut. Mitchell, not out
Capt. Hamilton, did not bat.
Extras

24
6

9
36
10

4

0

8
12

115

Total (8 wickets)

IN BRIEF.

On October 27th the Officers played Hockey against
the E.T.C., and lost a good game by 31.
!

On November 4th the Corporals played Soccer against
A " Coy., and lost by 31.
HARRIS SHIELD.

Hockey.
Appended will be found the result of all matches
played, the result of the competition itself, and the
points scored by Companies towards the Harris Shield.
Match Results.
21
"A" "beat B,"
21
"A" do. "C,"
52
"D" do. "A,"
31
do. "B,"
" C "
30
" D " do. 'C,"
00
"B,"
"D"
Result of Competition.
Two points were awarded for a win, and one for a
draw with the following result :—
1st: " D," with 5 pts.; 2nd: " A " with 4 pts.; 3rd:
" C " with 2 pts., and 4th : " B " with 1 pt.
Points towards Shield.
"D" Coy., 3 pts.; "A" Coy., 2 pts.,; "C" Coy.,
1 pt. ; "B" Coy., nil.
Cricket.
The result of the first round was as follows :—
" C " v. " D." —" D " Coy. won by one wicket.
" A " v. " B " —" A " Coy. won by an innings and
13 runs.
In the final " A " beat " D " by 6 wickets.
In the match for third place, B " beat " C ' by 5
wickets.
Points towards Harris Shield.
" A " Coy. 3 pts. ; " D " Coy., 2 pts. ;
B ' Coy.,
1 pt. ; " C " Coy., nil.
CRICKET.

Officers v. Sergeants.
This match was played at Holkat Bay, Crater, on
October 29th, and resulted in a win for the Officers by
seven wickets. For the winners Lieuts. King and
Crozier were top scorers, and Lieut. Sandilands captured
5 wickets for 26 runs. Sgt. Smith bowled well for the
losers. The Band played in the evening.

2nd Bn. The Buffs v. E.T.C.
This game was played on the Crescent Ground,
Steamer Point, on November 11th and 12th, and resulted
in a win for the Battalion by 79 runs. Lieut. Penlington
was top scorer with 40, and Pte. H. King batted well
for 24 and 34. Pte. Martin took 9 wickets for 73, and
Pte. Scally 5 wickets for 31.
1st Innings.
Pte. Butler, b Bowen
Lieut. Crozier, b Morris
Mr. Hewitt, b Bowen
Lieut. King, c Easton, b Morris
Lieut. Penlington, b Saunders
Pte. King, c and b Morris ...
Pte. Scally, c Sauvage, b Dixon ...
Sgt. Smith, b Saunders
...
...
Lieut. Sandilands, b Saunders
...
Pte. Martin, not out
...
...
Capt. Hamilton, c Morris, b Dixon
Extras
...
.

Total

...

2nd Innings.
 8 b Bowen,
7 b Morris
14 b Morris
20 st Maclacklan, b Easton
b Bowen
24 c Maclacklan, b Saunders 34
9 b Saunders ...
...
12
0 b Saunders ...
...
12
2 c Bird, b Bowen
...
0
5 b Bowen
6
0 not out
1
7
Extras
8
105

Total

...
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1st Innings.
Mr. Blunden, b Scally
Mr. Saunders, b Martin
Mr. Dixon, b Martin
Mr. Stonham, c Pte. King, b Scally
.Mr. Bird, b Sandilands
Mr. Easton, b Martin,
Mr. Morris, b Martin
Mr. Sauvage, b Martin
Mr. Wootton, not out
Mr. Maclacklan, b Martin ...
Mr. Bowen, run out
Extras ...
Total

6
7
8
0
8
0
0
2
17
12
0
11

2nd Innings.
b Scally
b Martin
b Martin
c and b Lt. King
b Martin
not out
b Lt. King
b Scally
c Pte. King, b Scally
b Pte. King ...
b Lt. King
Extras ...

72

Total

3
5
13
0
4
0
3
0
9
20
4
12
71

HOMEWARD BOUND.

(being the story of the journey home from A den of the 2nd
Battalion details).
On November 12th the news arrived ! " All T.X. and 4years'
men leave on Tuesday ! " On the 13th, Medical Inspection, handingin
rifles and equipment, and the usual completion of documents, and
then in the evening, " Only accommodation for 169 ! " Everyone was
anxious and the querj^ was " Shall I be one of the unlucky ones ? "
At last the rolls were published, and our minds were soon at rest.
Whilst eagerly looking forward to Christmas in Blighty, one could
still sympathise with the few left behind in Aden !
On the 14th, at 14 00 hours we paraded under the command of Lt.
G. H. Mitchell and marched to Maala to the tunes of all the latest (?).
Here we embarked on lighters and as we steamed away the band played

» 
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THE DRAGON
" Auld Lang Syne !" " He's a jolly good fellow ! " and the Regimental
March ! Who can tell the feelings of those who were leaving old pals
behind, never again perhaps to meet ? (Also, perhaps, yes, through the
medium of the Past and Present Association. Ed.)
We had an uneventful voyage to Port Said, where we were all
looking forward to a few hours shore leave. But so many of the R.A.F.
who were granted leave on the 21st were absent that all leave on the 22nd
was cancelled. So once again we were unlucky ! At 17'00 hours on
22nd we left Port Said, and some sports organised by R.A.F. Officers,
and open to all, took place. In these we distinguished ourselves by
taking 75% of the prizes. These were won as follows :—
Relay Race :—" B " Team No. 1 Platoon : (Ptes. Robson, Martin,
Newman, Payne).
Obstacle Race:—L/C. Lockwood, 1st; Pte. F. H. Martin, 2nd.
Wheelbarrow Race :—L/C. Lockwood and Drm.Sgt. Fuggle, 1st,;
Ptes. Bazeley and Sergeant 2nd.
Sack Race :—Pte. Bazeley 2nd.
Blind Driving Race :—Ptes. Capper and Hall 1st; Ptes. Martin
and J. Freeman 2nd.
Old Soldiers' Race :—Pte. Manning 1st.
Putting the Weight:—Pte. Taylor 2nd.
Hop, Skip and Jump :—L/C. Lockwood, 2nd.
Potato Race :—L/C. Richard ' Special.'
ThreeLegged Race: — Pte. Bazeley (Buffs) and Pte. Capps
(Norfolks) 2nd.
The TugofWar was the only vent in which we did not get a
place. We entered four Teams but were knocked out in the 1st Round
by R.G.A. and R.A.F. Teams.
Six days out from Port Said we encountered rough weather and
many wished the boat would go down. (As that is the usual wish of a
man in the agony of seasickness no notice was taken). However the
boat did not sink and the voyage from Gibraltar to Southampton was
the finest one could wish for. Southampton was reached about 10'00
hours on the 5th December and the usual bustle of disembarkation
followed.
Then to Waterloo, and I think everyone was sorry they had over the
limit (37 pounds) of kit as all had to carry their own. After changing
at London Bridge and Ashford. Canterbury was reached about 19'00
hours. Here we had a good reception, about half the population turning
out to welcome us. To the strains of the Depot Band we marched to the
Barracks, where a good meal awaited us.
The next morning everyone was busy getting fitted up with
" civvies," which were brought into the Library by a Contractor under
arrangements kindly made by the Qr.Mr. After dinner we handed
in Serge, etc., were paid out, and then left Canterbury for home.
I feel sure all of us appreciated the efforts of the Depot Staff to make
our short stay there as comfortable as possible, and I think all of us,
who are unfortunate enough to remain out of work for long will find
ourselves back again in " The Buffs."
"NIBS."

THE SERGEANTS' MESS.
Greetings !
Au Mieux ! !
Tuesday, 12th December and the Cross Country Run has just ter
minated, resulting in a win for "A" Coy. A splendid.show was put
up by all Companies and the first mail home, Cpl. Moore, completed the
6mile course in 29 min. 11 sec. At present one need never suffer from
inertia, there being plenty of sport to take part in, or witness.
The G.O.M. Mr. Hewitt is to be congratulated on reaching the semi
final in the Aden and Arabian Tennis Championship (which by the way
includes Egypt). It must be added here, after taking stock of his
agility on the courts, or at " Sticky," that he is an example of physical
fitness, especially so after a generation out East. May he win the Cup.
On the 5th of November, the monthly spoon shoot wasa RED LETTER
DAY there being six Spoons offered as prizes. R.S.M. Andrews topped
the list of winners with a score of 47, followed by L/Sgt. Kemp 45,
C.S.M. Cook 42, C.S.M. Vincer 40, Sgt. Warner, 40, Sgt. Joy 39, and Sgt.
Ross, like the Admiral, must have been " all at Sea " as he. obtained the
Wooden Spoon with a score of 5. .
The December Spoon Shoot took place on Sunday, the 3rd. Sgts.
Buxton and Cornwell carried off the Silver Spoons, Sgt. Hook, 2nd prize
of Rs. 10, Sgt. Deeks 3rd prize Rs. 5, and Sgt. Fawcett the " Wooden
'Un." In connection with the Shoot, Sgt. Deeks mentioned at the Mess
Meeting that he had Rs. 5 to come, the R.S.M. replied " but you tied,
and will have to shoot off for it," Deeks answered " that he shook him
in the pot for it," which remark, caused some fun.
Plans have been discussed, and a Committee formed to deal with the
Xmas Festivities, which, if equal to those at Amara last year, will be an
event to look forward to. Our Experts, C.S.M. Simon and C.Q.M.S.
Slender, who so ably demonstrated at Amara how things should be run,
have undertaken affairs again this year. Turkeys are "Hoff" this
Xmas, as the rock bottom price is Rs. 30// (not a dozen—One !) and
by the price, like the country of their apparent origin,—is impossible.
This raises the question, " do Turkeys come from Turkey ? " Now
come along you experts on Birds (nonskirted) and lets have your answers.
Regarding the anticipated Regimental Sports, things are beginning
to " warm up," and the older hands are doing much "ring craft."
Judging from their form they are " NonBeavers." We await with
interest the result of " coming to grips " of one couple especially (and
I'll back the " Old 'Un). No prizes are offered as to whosewho, as it
will only be " another notch cut in the " Healthy Feud Stick," which
exists between them.
Sgt. Dennis ran well in the Cross Country Run, and finished up well,
considering he had done no training. One Bandsman was heard to pass
rude remarks, in between gasps, as he was trying to get EGGS and Milk
off his chest, or stomach after the run, I heard Capt. Rice mentioned,
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but the said Bandsman did not belong to " D " Company, and his
remarks (Strong —Very) about " So and So and his Eggs and Milk " —
lead me to believe that he had been poaching on " D " Co.'s preserves,
or on the other hand, tempted by an offer.
I regret to say that shortly we lose a popular member of the mess in
the person of Sgt. Instr. (Edn.) Redshaw. He proceeds to India on
change of station. During the last Meeting the R.S.M. took advantage
of the occasion and said :—
" As this appears to be the eve of S.I. Redshaw's departure I feel it
my bounden duty, before closing this meeting, to express not only
on my own behalf but that of all the Members of this Mess, our apprecia
tion of his untiring energy for the welfare not only of Members but those
who attended his classes at School."
Redshaw ! you are an esteemed friend of us all and we are very sorry
to know you are leaving us. Although you have only been with us for
two years you have shewn that you are a man and a Gentleman. So,
jolly good luck to you, and it is my wish to supply you with Dragons
for life, instead of the usual present whichi s given, on Members leaving
the Mess—Applause.
Good Bye Avent; sometimes Sarcavent !
Bonnie Bouche !—"The Shamrock in Red"—Typical, but—Vita
Brevis, Ars Longa.
A.B. 70.

MACHINE GUN SECTION.
Our hearty congratulations to Gillie (L/Cpl. Godden) on his appoint
ment to Lance Corporal. We hope he enjoys being one of the
" superiods."
The Section were very pleased to have Lt. Hoare with them once
more after his long scrounge in England. He is another excellent
addition to our crack football team.
Talking of football, I might mention that we have only lost one match
since September when we played against B Coy., when they had four of
their Company team on their side. This I think, is a fairly good record
as we have only 14 men to pick from including N.C.O.'s.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

3

„

Is it true that Rockbunder and Tenderfoot are going as special
reporters to the Daily Mail.
Does Jess Wellard sweat on losing his efficiency medal now that the
Old Bean is competing.
Is it right that Jazz is going to give up backing The Blues next
football season.
O. S.

" B " COMPANY.

The past month has been occupied by the Harris Shield Cricket and
Hockey competitions. In the former, we lost to "A" Coy. by an
innings and 13 runs, but managed to beat " C " Coy. for 3rd place by
5 wickets. We owe a lot to Pte. H. King for this success ; in addition
to making 46 runs in our first innings, he took 15 wickets in the match
for 34 runs, a very fine performance indeed.
In the Hockey we failed sadly—we lost to " C " and " A," and drew
with " D."
Major Norman left us on October 22nd to go Home on leave, and
Capt. Backhouse took over the Company.
On November 1st we played Hockey against the 13th Pack Battery
at Khormaksar, but were well beaten by a superior side 60.
The score would have been much bigger, but for the excellent display
given by L/C' Robertson in goal, who time and again saved the situation.

DOT AND DASH CORNER.
At last L/Cpls. Field and Bean have returned, after having a good
time at Poona.
We have lost some more from the Section, them having gone home
with some TX. details. We all wish them luck and hope they keep out
of the ranks of the " Unemployed." Those that have gone are :
Cpl. G. Brann (Erb.), L/Cpl. H. Miller (Dusty), Ptes. G. Beale
(Hooky), A. Watling (Alfie), W. Targett (Bullseye), J. Skinner (Skinny
Jim), S. Twyman (Jelly Fish), D. Woods (Don), L/Cpl. W. Mitchell
(Rhino) and Ptes. C. Hewitt and J. Peacock (Plumage) were very
unlucky, they were taken off the draft.
We are doing duty now and plenty of it getting two and three nights
in bed. Poky Di is once more with us, the following being his victims:
Sgt. Hamblin (Fluxite), L/Cpl. H. J. Miles (Squatter), Ptes. W. Moore
(Pony), Robinson (Robbo), and " Sailor" Harris.^ The last named
has of late been given a new name that is " Grandad."
Our football team has been broken up completely by the draft leav
ing for the 1st Battalion and then the T.X. people going home. We
hope to get a team together when we get home and with such dashing
chaps as the Professor (Pearce) we should, without a doubt get a smash
ing team together.
D Company have moved from Steamer Point and taken our
bungalows. We have to squeeze in where we can with the Drums
and Machine Gunners.
^
I noticed in the Fourth Battalion Notes for October that their
correspondent stated that the 1/4 Buffs badge had been washed away.
The rock that the badge was made upon became dislodged and the ram,
that we had, loosened it more until it had to come down. It stopped
within at least a foot of the back of the Signal stores.
Owing to us being moved from one bungalow to another poor old
Fluxite had to dismantle his wireless and will not erect again. I think
he has " lost all ambition in life." He had the misfortune to break his
valve through overcharging and has had a " liver " ever since.

'M
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The Laws of War.

L

(Reprinted from The Buffs Almanac of 1891).

ORD Bacon says " Wars are no massacres and
confusions, but they are the highest trials of right,
when Princes and States that acknowledge no superior
on earth, shall put themselves upon the justice of God
for the deciding of their controversies by such means as
it shall please Him to give on either side."
The first duty of a citizen is to defend his country,
but his defence must be conducted according to the
custom of war. These customs require that an enemy
should be able to distinguish between the armed forces,
and the general population of the country, in order that
he may spare the latter so long as they abstain from
acts of hostility. Under ordinary circumstances, war
is only waged against organized and authorized bodies,
dressed in Military uniform, or some conspicious dress or
mark. The object of war in a military point of view
is to procure the complete submission of an enemy
with the least possible expenditure of men and money.
The object of war, politically speaking, is compensation
for an injury, or redress for an insult, to our flag.
The wilful destruction of museums, churches, or
other monuments of art is condemned by the modern
usages of war, as well as seizing or injuring private
property or land, so long as the owners, and the com
munity to which they belong, abstain from all acts of
hostility. Except in an extreme case it is not usual to
destroy a village for an outrage committed by an
inhabitant of that village.
Inhabitants may be made to provide supplies without
payment, on requisition, or with payment. The Duke
of Wellington disapproved of forced requisitions, when
ever they could be avoided. Authorized pillage is an
extreme mode of laying contributions on individuals,
and should only be resorted to in the last necessity.
The property of an enemy, whether public or private,
found on the battle field, in a camp, taken by assault,
or a town delivered up to pillage, forms spoil of war
under the name of booty. Such property does not
belong to the troops who actually capture it. Practically
it is distributed amongst the army of which the troops
who made the capture forms part. The personal
effects of prisoners of war, except their arms, should
be considered their own property.
The pillage of a town taken by assault, is an act of
barbarism, and is inexcusable, and the town should
not be given np to the victorious troops for plunder.
A spy in a military sense, is a person who is found in
a district occupied by an enemy collecting, secretly
and in disguise, information respecting his condition
and designs, with a view of communicating such in
formation to the opposing force. A soldier in uniform,
however closely he observes the enemy's motives, is
not a spy, and if taken must be treated as a prisoner of
war. Spies when taken are liable to be punished with
death.
The dissemination of false information, and in short,
every mode of deceiving an enemy by act or word,
which is not perfidious, is permisable by the custom
of war. x It is an outrage against the custom of war
to hoist a hospital flag on a building not appropriated
to the wounded, or to use a place protected by a hospital
flag for any other purpose than a hospital.
An invader cannot, according to the custom of war,
call on the inhabitants to enlist as soldiers, or to engage
actively in military operations against their own country.
A flag of truce can only be used legitimately for the
purpose of entering into some arrangements with the
enemy. If adopted with a view to obtain information
of the enemy's forces or position, it exposes its bearer
to the punishment of a spy.
Fugitives and deserters found in the enemy's ranks,
are traitors to their country, and are liable to the penalty
of death.

A prisoner of war, unless he has given a pledge or
promise not to escape, is justified in making the attempt.
He may be shot or otherwise killed in the act of escaping,
but if retaken, he is not punishable by death. A prisoner
of war cannot be punished or illtreated for refusing
to give information of the forces he belonged to, or
for giving false information.
A prisoner of war has no authority to pledge himself
never again to serve against a particular enemy, as he
cannot divest himself wholly of a duty which he owes
to his King and country.
A recaptured prisoner, who has violated his parole,
may be punished with death. Old men, women, and
children, wherever found will be carefully guarded from
outrage, unless they take up arms.
The poisoning of water or food, is a mode of warfare
absolutely forbidden, but turning off the water supply,
or capturing convoys of food to the enemy, is one of the
usual methods of reducing an enemy to submission.
The use of poisoned weapons, or of weapons calculated
to produce unnecessary pain or injury is prohibited.
Assassination is against the rules of war. A surprise
is always allowable, and a small force may penetrate
into the enemy's camp, dispatch the sentinels, and take
the General, prisoner, or kill him, without infringing
any of the customs of war, or subjecting themselves,
if taken, to be treated otherwise than as prisoners of
war. It is the duty of an enemy to be prepared against
a military surprise, but not to guard himself against
the treacherous attacks of individuals introduced in
disguise into his camp.
A commander, so far as the exigencies of war admits,
should endeavour to provide that the effect of the
explosion of a mine or torpedo, should extend to com
batants only.
The right of killing an armed man, exists only so
long as he resists ; as soon as he submits he is entitled
to be treated as a prisoner of war.
Quarter should never be refused to men who surrender.
The wounded must not only be spared, but the care taken
of them should be second only to the care taken of the
wounded belonging to the captors.

I

Don't Miss This.

F it is a change of life you are looking for, here is
your chance, and one not to be missed. Your
old Country Regiment, The Buffs, is in want of some good
smart and intelligent young men between the ages of
18 and 25 years, to bring the family circle up to strength.
Exservicemen are also eligible providing they are single,
of good character and not over the age of 30 years.
Now by joining your own County Regiment, you are
joining the oldest and one of the best sporting Regiments
in the British Army as its record shows. At the Depot
everything is done with a view to upholding this record.
All sorts of sports are encouraged, including Hockey,
Football, Cricket, BasketBali and last, but not least,
the noble art of selfdefence. Novices competitions
are held almost monthly, when some good sport can be
seen. A good idea of the life at the Depot may be
formed from the photos published on the Regimental
Recruiting Posters which are well exhibited all through
East Kent.
The 2nd Battalion, The Buffs, now stationed at
Aden will shortly be returning to England, and will,
it is much to be hoped, be stationed somewhere in Kent.
This Battalion is very keen to welcome as many of their
County men to the Battalion as possible on their arrival.
And if those few words do not apply to you personally,
you can help your Regiment, by bringing before the
likely lad with whom you are in touch, maybe your son,
the really good thing^offered.

13

THE DRAGON

The Association of Past and Present Buffs.

I

BY COLONEL H. FINDLAY, C.B.E., LATE THE BUFFS.

T is good news to hear that the Depot Employment
Bnrean has recently been successful in finding
work for several old Buffs, and I should like to suggest
that, in future, full particulars should appear in The
Dragon each month, both of the names of those for
whom vacancies have been found, and of the more
unfortunate whose names, alas !, are still on the waiting
list, together of course in the case of the latter with the
nature of vacancies wanted.
Then it is also good news to hear that steps are to be
taken to appoint representatives of the Association
at various centres of Kent, but I cannot help but feel
that even more might be done to make the Association
all it surely can be, and, appended below, are a few
suggestions which I hope others will criticise, improve
upon and add to.
1.

SOME SUGGESTIONS.

(a) The Past and Present Association, The Em

ployment Bureau and The Benevolent Fund
should be amalgamated.
(b) Without full cooperation of all ranks, past
and present, none of the ab6ve can adequately
and efficiently function, whilst to keep them
separate is obviously wrong.
2. Officers Commanding Battalions and O.C. Depot
should be pressed to see that prior to the dis
charge of any man, the existence and usefulness
of the Association should be made known, and
a card giving the undermentioned particulars,
for each individual wishing, to have his name
registered on The Association's books, should
be sent to The Secretary by The O.C. Battalion
concerned, or if discharged from The Depot,
by the Q.C., provided the latter is in possession
of the required information, failing which he
should obtain it from the man's Battalion.
Regimental Number, Full Name, Age, Service,
Married or Single, if married number sexes and
ages of children, Character and qualifications for
Civil Employment, Home Address.
3. Many men it is feared leave the service with few if
any qualifications for Civil Employment, other
than an " exemplary " or " very good " character.
This can be avoided.
The necessary machinery for training a man for civil
employment while serving exists and always
has existed, but I am doubtful if all men have
taken full advantage of it. I refer to Regimental
Shops, such as Tailors, Pioneers, Butchers, Shoe
makers, Armourers, Barbers, etc. Useful knowledge
can also be acquired if employed as an Officers'
Servant, Groom, Mess waiter, etc.
Every man should endeavour to be employed for
a portion of his service in one of the above, or
if he prefers it, he should apply to attend Garrison
Courses, Schools of Instruction, or to be attached
to other arms, where a knowledge of other trades
can be acquired. With Cavalry or Artillery, as
Saddlers, Farriers and Wheelwrights, with Signals
in telegraphy, etc.
4. Every man on discharge wishing to be registered for
employment, must become a member of The
Association by paying his entrance fee of 2/6,
this to help to cover the cost of postage and
advertisement, necessarily incurred by The
Association in endeavouring to find
him em
ployment, and also that of his Association Badge.
A REGIMENTAL COMMITTEE.
5. A Regimental Committee should be formed at home,
composed of Serving, Retired Officers and Other
Ranks, to organize and administer the Association
including the Regimental Paper, each member

of the Committee to be in command of one Branch.
The Committee should be elected annually, by the
Colonel of the Regiment, The Officers Commanding
Battalions and the O.C. Depot. They should
have votes in the proportion of 4, 2, and 1.
A Quarterly Report should be rendered to the
Chairman, by each member, giving full particulars
of progress, expenditure, and receipts.
The Report should in due course be published in

The Dragon.

The Chairman of the Committee should be the
Colonel of the Regiment. It is also suggested that
leading people in the County should be invited to
become Vicepresidents of the Association.
6. The member of the Committee in command of the
Employment Bureau should keep in close touch
not only with the regimental Agents established
in various centres in Kent, but also with all sec
retaries of similar establishments throughout
the Kingdom, so that eventually a sort of free
masonary will be established throughout the
Empire, having the one great object of helping
the exsoldier, not I maintain with " doles," but
in finding work for the good man.
7. An Enquiry Office should most certainly also be one
branch of the Association, where exBuffs could
send all questions, re pensions, medals, etc., etc.
8. In the launching of any scheme, the London and
Provincial Press should be freely used.
In conclusion I would say that I should be more than
pleased to act as Agent in the Faversham Area, provided
I am satisfied that the organization and administration
of the Association is established on really sound and
business like lines.

A

Enquiry Bureau,

READER asks "What is the origin of the expression
" Tommy Atkins."
In reply we take the following extract from the
September (1922) issue of the Journal of the Society
of Army Historical Research :—
The expression " Tommy Atkins," as applied to
a soldier, dates from 1815, when the " Soldier's Account
book " was called into use by a War Office circular
letter of 31st August.
Sample forms of the book (for Cavalry and Infantry)
were sent out with the letter, and in each one the name
"Thomas Atkins " is used as the specimen name. Atkins
apparently, could not write, as in several places we find
" Thomas Atkins x. his mark."
In the Cavalry form, the names of Trumpeter " William
Jones," and Sergeant " John Thomas " are introduced.
This clearly proves that a story which appeared in
"Printer's Pie" (1908) entitled "Thomas Atkins,"
to the effect that in 1843 the Duke of Wellington,
complying with a request made by the War Office,
selected these names as " typical of the British private
soldier " for " use on the model sheet of the soldier's
accounts," because they were the names of a man in
his old regiment—the 33rd—is a piece of sheer invention.
The name occurs in specimen forms in the King's
Regulations for the Army of 1837 (p.p. 204 and 210),
and in later Forms.
The soldier's Account book above mentioned, is,
of course, the "small book" of today, but "Thomas
Atkins " has disappeared.
The earliest examples of its use in the slang form
given in the Oxford English Dictionary, are in 1883
"Private Tommy Atkins," and in 1890 " Mr. Thomas
Atkins." The sooner it is killed the better.
J.H.L.
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Capture of Oporto.

A

PPENDED below is an extract from the Morning
Post of 1809 relating to the Capture of Oporto,
the subject of the Depot Christmas card for 1922 :—
GLORIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

Defeat of Marshal Souit in three actions by
Sir Arthur Wellesley—Capture of the greater part
of the enemy's artillery—recapture of Oporto.
It is with heartfelt satisfaction we communicate to
the Public the above important and glorious events, an
official account of which was yesterday evening received
at Lord Castlereagh's Office, from that gallant and most
excellent Officer, Sir Arthur Wellesley. The joyous
tidings were at a late hour last night communicated to
the Lord Mayor in the following letter :—
Downing Street,
May 24th, 1809.
" My Lord,
" I have the satisfaction to acquaint your Lordship
that the Hon. Captain Stanhope arrived this evening,
with despatches from Lieut. Gen. the Right Hon. Sir
Arthur Wellesley, giving an account of his having
Defeated Marshal Soult in Three Actions, and retaken
Oporto on the 12th instant. In the last action the
LieutenantGeneral passed the Duoro with his centre
column, in front of the French army. The Buffs, under
the Hon. LieutenantGeneral Paget, who first crossed the
river, maintained a position with the utmost gallantry
against repeated attacks of the enemy, till they were
supported by other regiments. As soon as the two other
columns had passed, one at Oporto, the other at Avintas,
Marshal Soult retreated in great confusion, with much
loss in men and artillery.
" I have the honour to be, my Lord, etc.

(signed) " CASTLEREAGH."'

P.S. The loss of the British in killed and wounded
does not exceed two hundred and fifty men."
A SPLENDID EVENT.

Such are the leading particulars, of this important
and splendid event, with which Sir Arthur Wellesley
has commenced a fresh career of glory to the British
arms, and from which such extensive advantages may
reasonably ^be expected to result. Soult, with the re
mains of his Army, retreated in the greatest confusion,
leaving almost the whole of his artillery to fall into our
hands ; and as the gallant Wellesley would miss no
opportunity of following up his victory, we trust he will
ere long furnish another splendid page to the bright annals
of British fame.
Soult has fled into Leon, where he cannot expect to
receive any succours from Ney, who is himself in the
utmost distress in Gallicia, and will, we trust, he shortly
compelled to surrender with the whole of his force.
The Marquis Mumana is confidently stated to have been
already so successful in his operations against Ney, as to
have made himself master both of Ferrol and Corunna, and
as he will now have the cooperation of a British force,
there can be little doubt of the whole of the North
of Spain, as well as Portugal, being speedily wrested
from the enemy's grip.
In the South, too, we trust a good account will soon
be given of the enemy. Cuesta already keeps Marshal
Victor in effectual check ;
and in proportion as the
situation of affairs in the other parts of Spain becomes
prosperous must that of the Army of the South become
improved. On the whole, we congratulate the public on
the very promising aspect which affairs in general has
thus assumed, and trust we shall ere long have the
happiness of communicating still more important and
glorious intelligence from our brave countrymen in arms.
In addition to the particulars officially communicated
to the Lord Mayor, we learn that our cavalry performed

prodigies of valour in the third action; and that
BrigadierGeneral Stewart in particular made two of the
most vigorous charges ever witnessed, and literally
rode over immense numbers of the enemy. General
Paget was wounded in the arm, but not severely.
The confusion of the enemy in their retreat was
beyond description and it is supposed that by this time
the whole of them are either taken prisoners or destroyed.
Sir Arthur Wellesley's dispatches will be published
this day in an Extraordinary Gazette, and the Park and
Tower Guns will be fired on the joyous occasion.

Obituary.

I

BREVET MAJOR W. R. CORRALL, M.C.

T is with great regret that we have to record the

death under the most tragic circumstances of
Bt.Major W. R. Corrall, M.C., the Buffs, who has been
attached to the Egyptian Army since 1919. The
following is a telegram received by The Times from its
Cairo correspondent relating to his death :—
Angessana tribesmen in the Tabi Hill district of the
Fung (formerly Sennar) province of the Sudan murdered
two policemen and one clerk on September 29th last.
The murders were followed by a small outbreak of
rebellious activity, during which four merchants were
killed and the Markaz (Government office) of Soda,
a town at the foot of the Tabi Hills, was unsuccessfully
attacked by a thousand Angessana. A small patrol,
consisting of one company of the Ninth Sudanese and
one detachment of the Eastern Arab Corps, subsequently
undertook punitive measures.
It is now reported telegraphically from Khartum
that during night operations on the 4th inst. one party
apparently missed direction owing to the darkness
and the difficulty of the country. In consequence one
party was unfortunately fired on by the other party,
resulting in the killing of Bimbashi Corrall and one man
of the Eastern Arab Corps.
The Angessana, more correctly Ingassana, are of
Fung—that is, negro—stock, who in 1903 put themselves
under Government control on assurance of being pro
tected from slave raids. They keep much to themselves,
carry peculiar sickleshaped swords, and use boomerang
like throwing sticks. The people are noted for their
catholic taste in food : dogs, horses, camels, leopards
are all eaten, dog being considered a dainty. The
skulls of the animals eaten are ranged round the enclosures
of the houses.
PHILIP ARTHUR RAVENHILL.

Born 25th October, 1890 ; died 6th December, 1922.
The only son of Edgar Evelyn and Anne Ravenhill.
Phil, as he was always affectionately known, spent the
first sixteen years of his life with one or other battalion
of the Buffs, until the death, in 1907, of his father whilst
in command of the 2nd Battalion at Harrismith. He
was thus known to several generations of Buffs—both
officers and men.
At Waterford, Peshawar, Kamptee, Burma, Trich
inopoly, Poona, Aden, Dover and Harrismith, everyone
who was at any of these places will remember the plucky
little chap, making the best of a bad lot and entering
intq everything with the most indomitable courage.
One remembers him at polo and tennis, riding or driving
or, again, skating ; always setting at naught his physical
disabilities and so always triumphant.
As he grew older, life became easier, but Phil was
never downhearted; this quality of shining courage
never failed—it kept glowing the faint spark of vitality
in the frail body until it could no longer prevail.
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BING'S
MINERAL WATERS
As supplied to the leading families of the
neighbourhood, the Officers' Messes, and the
principal Hotels and Clubs

E.

BING & SON

Chemists, and Mineral Water
Makers
— CANTERBURY
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Phone :—81, Canterbury.

GEORGE BROWNING
BUILDER & CONTRACTOR

ST. GEORG.E'S PLACE
CAWTEBBITBY

An Appreciation.
A Country Resident writes :
~
.
August 31st, 1922.
Gentlemen,
Please find enclosed cheque for £14 14s. gd. in settlement of
account due.
Many thanks for the splendid manner in which yon have
always met our requirements.
With all good wishes,
Faithfully yours,

Precision
In a man is a result of punctually.
A good watch will make you punctual.
If you have a good watch, treasure it.
If not, write to us for particulars
And prices of our precise timekeepers.

DEPTS.

GROCERY,

I

MEAT,

1 GLASS, CHINA, 1 TOILET

1
1
FINN'S STORES

PROVISIONS,

HARDWARE,

SPORTS,

| TOYsfcAMES

St. Margaret's Street, Canterbury

E.

JARRETT

32 PALACE STREET, CANTERBURY
Greengrocer, Fruiterer,
and Potato Merchant

Families waited on daily

E STABLISHED OVER 40 Y EARS.

ST. LAWRENCE LAUNDRY Co LTD.

Wm.

POLLARD

Goldsmith and Silversmith

53 St. George's Street, Canterbury
Telegrams: Polden Aldershoi

Gale & Polden Ltd.
THE ARMY PRINTERS
and
PUBLISHERS

^LL^)
The

^ ^^^Handbooks are
always reliable and up
Mark
tO date.
Excellence
Wri'ten the Leading Military
Authors.

Recognised throughout the Service
as Standard Works.

OLD DOVER ROAD
CANTERBURY
OFFICERS' WORK A SPECIALITY
INSPECTION INVITED

SUITS DRY CLEANED & PRESSED
EXPEDITIOUSLY & WELL
PHONE—45 CANTERBURY

Telephone: No. 2 Alderthot

(TT Specialists

in Military
» Printing & Stationery.
All orders correctly and promptly
executed under expert supervision

q Write for compute
Catalogs

Experts in Military Photography
Regiments and Corps visited on
appointment.

WELLINGTON WORKS, ALDERSHOT
and at London & Portsmouth

THE DRAGON
TELEPHONE 107

ESTABLISHED 1841

GIBBS & SONS
General printers
42 & 43 PALACE STREET
CANTERBURY
0

o

BOOK and CATALOGUE WORK.
TYPE

SET

BY

MACHINERY

ESTIMATES

H. & G. SIMONDS, Ltd.
Brewers, Wine & Spirit Merchants

READING
TAMAR

BREWERY,

DEVONPORT

Under same control and Management :—

MACKESON & Co., Ltd., SOUTH BERKS BREWERY Co., Ltd..
Hythe, Kent.
Newbury.
Unrivalled for the Supply of NAVAL and MILITARY
CANTEENS and MESSES

Branch Stores and Offices
ALDERSHOT (MilitaryBranch)
Farnborough Street, Farn
borough, Hants.
BRIGHTON — 4 Castle Square,
and 96 Church Road, Hove.
FARNBOROUGH — (and for
Royal Military and Staff
Colleges, Sandhurst) — Farn
borough Street, Farnborough,
Hants.
HASTINGS—51 Robertson St.
LONDON—32 York Road, Lam
beth, S.E. 1.
LUDGERSHALL — and for
Andover and Salisbury Plain)
—Tidworth Road.
OXFORD—30 Queen Street and
1 Cowley Road.
PLYMOUTHThe Tamar Brew
ery, Devonport, and 6 The
Octagon, Union Street, Ply
mouth (for Exeter & Western
District.
PORTSMOUTH—(and for Gos
port, Isle of Wight, Southern
District and Channel Islands—
33 Marmion Road, Southsea;
and Railway Station, Land
port.
[Stores.
SALISBURYFishertonBrewery

64, 66, 68

SHORNCLIFFEC and for Dover,
Sandgate and South Eastern
District) Mackeson&Co.,Ltd.,
The Brewery, Hythe, Kent.
SLOUGH (and for Windsor,
Egham, Datchet, etc )—High
Street, Slough
SWANSEA—43 Orchard Street,
WOKING—(and for Chertsev,
Weybridge,
Walton  on 
Thames, Cobham, Guildford,
Bisley Camp, etc.) 88 Chert
sey Road.
WOOLWICH—(and for Colch
ester, Chatham, Sheerness,
Shoeburyness and Warley)—
51 Artillary Place, S.E., 18.
DUBLIN—41 Wellington Quay.
MALTA—311 Strada Reale and
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 Right
Marina, Valetta.
GIBRALTAR—Alameda.
BRUSSELS — 2325, Rue des
Ateliers, BruxellesMaritime,
Bruxelles.
EGYPT, SOUDAN, PALES
TUTE — Agent: Mr. J. B.
Cafiari Military Contractor,
Cairo.
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STREET

HYTHE, KENT

GIVEN

Established over 120 Years

THE

B . N I N N E S
347E6ACCTSF ^ DESIGNER

W.

SA M S O N

NEWSAGENT and TOBACCONIST
PERIODICALS

DELIVERED.

9 THE BORO', CANTERBURY.

WILLIAM LEFEVRE, LTD.
Call attention to their departments for

HOUSEHOLD LINEN, DRAPERY,
FURNITURE, FLOOR COVERINGS,
BEDSTEADS and BEDDING
AND

COSTUMES, BLOUSES, MILLINERY
AND

Everything for Ladies' & Children's wear
There is a larger variety at lower
prices to be seen in the shops and
windows of William Lefevre, Ltd. in
Guildhall Street and Sun Street.
All prices are invariably the keenest
in the district and the courtesy and
attention given to customers by our
excellent staff make shopping here a
p l e a s u r e
.
.
.
.

Patterns, Quotations and Estimates are gladly sent
to enquirers. Carriage is paid on all goods and post
orders have very careful attention

WILLIAM LEFEVRE, L TD 
Guildhall & Sun St., Canterbury
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The Young Soldier's Handbook.
By a Master Mind on Military Matters of Moment.
DODGING THE COLUMN.

ri^HE December Number of The Dragon had scarcely
1
left the printer's hands when, owing to
his Christmas holiday arrangements, it became impera
tive that I should get my next article for The Handbook
off my chest with as little delay as possible.
I had just tied my fifth wet towel to my fevered brow
in my endeavours to light on a subject, when the Editor
entered and enquired what I had done the night before.
Perceiving a dangerous gleam in my eye following
this insinuation, he hastened to assure me that no
reflection on my conduct was intended, but that he only
meant to ask whether or not I had done anything during
the previous evening for the " Handbook."
" Your Handbook articles are all very well and all
that," he remarked, as we fell to discussing my next
instalment, " but can't you get out of the rut of those
everyday subjects and give my readers something
unusual ? "
" Oh yes ! " I affirmed. " What about an article on,
say, the Psychological Effect of Chevrons on Chivvies,
the Eineage of Hickey, Pay day and its Pitfalls, Squar
ing the Provost Circle or say—
" Don't be absurd," he protested, " I said something
unusual, and something unusual I must have, and
there'll be no dodging the column, young fellermelad."*
" I have it," he yelled, to the accompaniment of a
startling bang of the fist on the office Table, Soldiers
Six Feet One.
" What ? " I asked.
" An idea," he retorted.
" Something unusual ? " I asked, but as I could not
utter the above mark of interrogation, and he failed
to catch the tone of enquiry in my voice, he took my
innocent question to be an assertion, and took it rather
badly, I hastened to reassure him and asked what the
idea was.
" Dodging the Column ! " he rapped out, " And
you'll be able to give them some first hand knowledge.
Now get busy."
I got busy as far as the above title, and then it struck
me as being unreasonable to say the least of it, that
I should be expected to air my first hand knowledge
on this intriguing subject in cold print. What, by the
way, is hot print. Have you ever seen any ? The
only kinds I know of are the print to be found in our
sweet and charming Bolshy rags, and those of Kirschner
pictures portraying a few rags of another kind worn by
a very much misshapen member of the female species,
which, during the Great War, adorned the walls of our
dug outs and billets. Who knows ? I'm hanged if I do.
I often think that this absolute craze for attractive
pictures on the dug out wall was a thing that a wide
awake G.H.Q. might have taken very profitable ad
vantage of. Had they been worth their Kruschen Salt
they would have evolved and widely distributed dinky
little coloured pictures, complete with ribbons and tiny
stakes with which to hang them up, illustrating such
things as fascines, barbed wire entanglements, parados,
footboards, dug out frames, braziers, etc., with in
structions printed below showing how to make and
use them. They would thus have combined a pleasing
dug out decoration with invaluable instruction in Military
Engineering, and we should have won the war years
earlier, even without the aid of America.
But the opportunity slipped by unheeded, and those
who were drafted to France as members of Kitchener's
Army, transferred their allegiance on landing to Kirsch
ner's, exchanging their affection for topographical
contours for a partiality for contours of an entirely
different nature,
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Talking about dug outs, I had one at Messines of which
I was always justly proud, having constructed it almost
entirely by my own efforts. This dug out was, until a
few days ago, always my favourite post bellum con
versational topic. The story of how I came to drop it is
soon told. A friend and I were discussing the war,
and as usual my pet was eventually dragged out for an
airing.
" But you should have seen it," I concluded with
pride. " Why, man, it was the deepest dug out in the
sector ! "
" I have not the slightest doubt about that," affirmed
the illbred fellow.
And since then I have realised that it would perhaps
be best to allow the story of my dug out to dry up, which,
incidentally, is more than the dugout itself ever would
do. Oh, but it was a deep one, but not perhaps quite as
deep as the onetime friend who choked me off relating
its good points. Perhaps some day, when I have become
an old dug out myself, I shall find the heart to revive my
one time favourite, for I still have an affection for it
which is unquenchable.
Perhaps I shall find a sympathetic understanding woman
with whom to spend my declining years at the fireside,
but I shall not marry until I can find one willing to
take my dug out and me undivisable.
That dug out had only one drawback, which evidenced
itself late on in the war when a large proportion of my
Regiment were conscripts. Whenever an attack was
pending, its extraordinary depth always attracted a
goodly number of the Pacifist fraternity, whose one
idea was getting into it and dodging the column.
That reminds me ! That is the subject on which
I am supposed to be writing, but as I have already
exceeded my alioted space I must reluctantly close.
If I have not actually written lines strictly on my
subject, I have at any rate provided Dragon readers
with a pretty good concrete example of the gentle art
of Dodging the Column, have I not ?
REVILO.

I

The Regimental Dinner.

N the absence of the General the Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur
Paget on the continent, Col. G. V. Dauglish
presided at the Regimental Dinner which took place at
the Connaught Rooms, on December 1st, and at which
the following were present:—
MAJOR GENERALS.

MajorGenerals Sir A. Eynden Bell, K.C.B., K.C.M.G.
and Sir E. G. T. Bainbridge, K.C.B.
COLONELS.

Colonels G. V. Dauglish, and H. Findlay, C.B.E.
ET.COLONELS.

Et.Colonels F. BradleyDyne, E. C. R. Messel, O.B.E.,
J. Body D.S.O., O.B.E., T.D., F. M. Dunstan, T.D.
MAJORS.

Majors W. H. Booth, D.S.O., F. W. Tomlinson,
Guy Eee, D.S.O., M.C., (Bt. Et.Col.) H. A. Thewles,
D.S.O., G. A. E. Chapman, D.S.O., H. E. Archer Houblon,
Eord Teynham, E. Clark, A. G. Hamilton, A.E. Colley,
W. Tufnell, E. B. Burns, E. Howard Smith.
CAPTAINS.

Captains H. H. C. Baird, D.S.O., N. S. Hart, (Bt.Maj.)
Hon. P. G. Scarlett, M.C., H. de R. Morgan, D.S.O.,
H. C. T. Stronge, D.S.O., M.C., T. Wheler, A. J. Peareth,
R. M. Watson, W. R. Orwin, A. D. R. Seery, T. B.
Cheeseman, W. V. S. Sinclair, S. B. Donald, G. E. Sam
uelson, N. Einwood, S. Priest.
EIEUTENANTS.

Eieutenants R. W. M. Webster, N. G. Wale, E.
FosterHall, M.C., P. R. H. Fox, M.C., J. Chester, D. V.
Coote, H. Alexander, R. W. Eeonard.
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The Depot Pantomime.

D

Bt.Lt.Ool. Thewles and his talented Company score a huge success.

ECEMBER 19th, 20th and 21st were redletter days
As Napkinson, Sergeant Beasley, in a part thoroughly
at the Depot when the pantomime Cinderella
to his liking, proved himself to be a true comedian.
was presented before packed houses in the Prince of
His resignation as the Baron's unpaid henchman was
Wales' Institute, in aid of the Buffs Benevolent Fund.
delighfully droll and he made the fullest use of the
Here we saw the delightful story of Cinderella cleverly
cleverly written part provided for him.
brought right up to date by local hits and military
Pte. Brown as Pip and Eieut. Webster as Squeak
witticisms each one of which went right home ; here
provided a feast of amusement as the two ugly sisters,
we were given an opportunity of appreciating C.S.M. O.
the former proving himself to be a born comedian and
Mason at his best, each one of us being filled with ad
the latter fully justifying the sacrifice of his moustache
miration not only with his execution but the originality
which wre hope is only a temporary measure.
he introduced into his drop curtain and interior scenes ;
The minor parts were all well rendered, Miss Hogben
here we revelled in the happily selected airs and songs
being particularly seasonable as the Fairy Godmother.
so cleverly arranged by Sgt. Drummer and Cpl. Collier
Her transformation from the witch to the Fairy God
and so ably performed by the Depot Band ; and here
mother being very cleverly managed.
we admired from beginning to end the delightful
Cpl. Crawley looked a typical butcher (as did the
costumes designed by Mrs. Ovenden and Mr. Argrave.
Baker and Milkman), and, later, a most terrible Turk.
C.S.M. Mason gave us but another proof of his
But that is not all. Not for one single moment
great versatility by his clever impersonations as a Taxi
were we allowed to grow restless through delays. And
Driver and a Fishmonger.
for this we have to thank Et. D. W. Hendin who filled
Master P. Musty deserves a hearty word of praise
his part as assistant stagemanager with so much skill.
for the way in which he played the Page. His enunci
Turning to the production itself, the cast could
ation was very clear, his hearty antipathy to the Ugly
not have been more happily chosen. Miss Doreen
Sisters admirable, and we suspect him of having a secret
Shrimpton was an ideal Cinderella as was Miss Eilly
passion for Cinderella for which we don't blame him.
Purcell an equally ideal Prince Charming, and both
Eieut. Fox led his merry band of huntsmen and
won the hearts of us all. The former's rendering of
courtiers right well, and the Eadies of the Court were
" I want a boy " was an artistic triumph completed * delightful. The chorus, in fact, went a very long way
by the unexpected entrance of Captain Henry Morley
towards ensuring such a brilliant success.
true to life as the one desired," a part which he evident
In conclusion, Col. Thewles is to be very heartily
ly enjoyed and to which" we surmise, he is not an entire
congratulated and thanked for the production of a
stranger.
most artistic and at the same time amusing show. The
Et. J. R. Willows as Dandeni ably Supported Miss
measure of his, and the cast's success is best guaged
Purcell and his singing was much appreciated ; whilst
by the prolonged applause with which all four perfor
Dr. J. Simpson, as Baron de Beaver of Barham, depicted
mances were greeted.
with a full sense of humour everything we expected to
At the last performance, the ladies of the company
find in a hen pecked husband stranded with two dread
were the recipients of beautiful bouquets ; and the male
ful stepdaughters.
principles cigarettes and assorted vegetables, Pip's
Eizzie, the second wife of Baron de Beaver, a
cabbage realizing 10/6 when auctioned for the Fund.
And last, but by no means least, congratulations
strenuous part involving plenty of singing and dancing
was extremely well done by Bandsman Woods who
and good wishes to Prince Charming on her marriage
quite obviously enjoyed his hits against the Depot
to Mr. F. H. Marriott, the prompter, to whom the
officers as much as they did themselves. His entry
company presented sets of silver fish knives and tea
with twins created a roar led by Capt. Morgan.
spoons respectively.
THE FULL CAST.

Bach Row :—Misses E. Groombridge, Mary Sheeran, Betty Thatcher, Queenie Purcell, Doris Jones, Eilly Williams.
Middle Row :—Dr. J. Simpson, Sgt. Emery, Sgt. Beasley, Miss Violet Hogben, Et. J. R. Willows, Miss Doreen Shrimpton,

Miss Eilly Purcell, C.S.M. O. Mason, Sgt. Osborne, Cpl. .Crawley, Et. R. Webster, Pte. Brown, Capt. H. C. Morley,
Bandsman Woods.
Sitting :—Master P. Musty, Sgt. Carvell, E/Cpl. Gilbert, Et. P. Fox, M.C., "Baby "Smith, Pte. Dale, E./Cpl. Goodyer.
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FULL PROGRAMME.

Cast.

Baron de Beaver of Barham
Prince Charming (King of Canterbury)
Dandeni (A Chamberlain)
Napkinson (Henchman of Baron de Beaver)
Cinderella (Daughter of Baron de Beaver)
Lizzie (Second wife of Baron de Beaver)

Dmr. J. Simpson.
Miss Lilly Purcell.
Lt. J. R. Willows.
Sgt. Beasley.
Miss Doreen Shrimpton.
... Bmd. Woods.
/
...
Pte. Brown.
Squeak } Uzzie's daughters
"I
Lt. R. M. Webster.
Fairy Godmother
Miss Violet Hogben.
Taxi Driver
C.S.M. O. Mason.
Doorkeeper (Prince's Palace)
Cpl. Crawley.
Chief
 Huntsman

...
Lt. P. Fox, M.C.
Huntsman and I Sgts. Emery, Osborne, Cowell.
L/Cpl. Goodyer.
Courtiers
\
Ptes. Dale, Smith, Gilbert.
/"Misses Lilly Williams, Betty Thatcher, Mary
Ladies of the Court / Sheeran, L Groombridge, Doris Jones, Queenie
I
Purcell.
"A Boy"
Capt. H. C. Morley.
Fishmonger
C.S.M. O. Mason.
Butcher
Cpl. Crawley.
Baker...
vSgt. Osborne.
Milkman
...
...
... L/Cpl. Goodyer.
Page ...
...
Master P. Musty.

Act I.

The Kitchen, Baron de Beaver Castle.
The Back door, Baron's Castle.
The Park, Prince Charming's Palace.
The Back Door, Baron's Castle.

0*yS~^\6/LL/ftRDS

(r?/V\ /

The Depot Pantomime— Continued.

Scene 1.
Scene 2.
Scene 3.
Scene 4.

RJOCU GR€T R6PDY To
F6CL SM ALU. YOU'R€
GOING TO see some

C.S.M. Mason.
C.S.M. Mason.

Act II.

Scene 1. The Interior Prince Charming's Palace.
C.S.M. Mason.
Scene 2. The Back door, Baron's Castle.
C.S.M. Mason.
Scene 3. The Kitchen, Baron's Castle.
Drop Curtain by C.S.M. Mason. Music arranged by Sgt. Drummer
Clayton and Corporal Collier. Assistant Stage Manager, Lt. D. W.
Hendin, M.C.
Prompter, Mr. F. H. Marriott.
Costumes by
Mrs. Ovenden and Mr. Argrave.

We are badly in need of 1922 June and July
" Dragons."

innftgp

Buffooneries.

(Studying Turkish Eanguage).—" What does
Yildiz mean in Turkish ? "
Tub (Cleaning up for guard).—" Guards and Picquets "
of course.
You
?
? !

Orderly Officer : " Any complaints ? "
Tommy : "Yes Sir, Will you look at this meat ? "
0.0. : "It looks all right to me. What's the matter
with it ? "

Tommy : " Oh ! its all right, what there is of it, sir."

O.O. : " What do you mean. Isn't there enough of
it ? "
Tommy : " Oh yes sir, there's enough of it, such as it is."

Depot Recruit writing an essay, proceeds :—

" The Buffs are stationed all over the world and
many other places including Constantinople and Eden."
(To O.C., 2nd Battalion The Buffs.
Passed to you for remarks, please. Ed.)
Here is a true story about a certain officer of the
Regiment who had passed a course of Education at
Shorncliffe, and was detailed to lecture the officers
when he got back to the battalion. He started the
lecture by turning to the blackboard and saying :—
" I will now show you how to do a sum." He wrote
a lot of figures, became very hot and bothered, turned
to the Senior Officer present and said, " I think we
will go on with the next sum," at the same time upsetting
the blackboard in his agitation. The blackboard, being
unequal to the strain, broke into three pieces. The
officer was detailed by the C.O. to give three more
lectures. It was lucky for him that the blackboard
didn't break into twenty pieces!
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Pick of the Basket.

BATTLE HONOURS.

FOR THOSE IN HOSPITAL.

Dear Sir,
I see that you appeal for money to pay for a copy
of the Regimental History for the South African Hospital
at Richmond. I have much pleasure in enclosing
cheque for 7/6 and if some one else has already paid
for the book, perhaps you will pay it to the Benevolent
Fund for me.
Oxford misses Captain Morgan very much.
Yours very truly,
H. R. RAIKES,

(Captain).

Exeter College,
Oxford.
HAS ANYONE GOT THEM ?

Dear Sir,
Now I wonder if you could possibly send me 2 he
Dragons of the year 1878, as in one of them, there is
a longish account of my Uncle, Colonel Talbot Ashley
Cox, 1st Buffs. If you can find it for me, I should
be so glad.
Yours very truly,
EDITH WELLESLEY MILLER.

Hadley Dene,
Bedfordwell Road,
Eastbourne.

Dear Mr. Editor,
Excuse me taking up your valuable time, but being
an old Buff, I was much interested in the article entitled
" Battle Honours " in your October issue. This I
understand, to read that a Regiment is only to have
twentyfour Battle Honours on its Colours, or in other
words, a certain number of the old ones are to be scrapped
to make room for those of the late war.
Well in my own opinion, I do not think it is right.
Why should a Regiment like our old Corps, that has
fought and won so many Battle Honours forfeit some of
the old for the new ? For myself I would sooner see the
old ones stop where they are, the majority having been
harder to earn than many of the recent ones, I should
like to see something done to stop this, that is if I have
read your article correctly. Why not have streamers
hanging from the poles of the present Colours with the
new Battle Honours on them. This, I think would
be more satisfactory to all who have had the Honour
to serve with a good old Regiment, and also to those
still serving.
Yours faithfully,
J. J. SMITH.

20, Charlton Avenue,
Dover.

No. 8383 Ece. Cpl. Eate 2nd Battn.

(Articles on the above subject will be found on Page 28. Ed.)

(The earliest Dragon in our possession is that of 1886,
and if any of our readers can put us in the way of obtaining
prior issues, we hope they will communicate with us. Ed.).
"WHITE HORSE OF DENMARK.

Dear Sir,
With reference to query and answer re White Horse
of Denmark, etc., in the November issue of The Dragon,
it may interest your readers to know that the Punniar
Colour, carried for many years as a third Colour by
the 1st Battalion, displayed a White Horse as a badge.
This Colour was captured from the Sikhs at the Battle
of Punniar and, when its ragged condition prevented
it being any longer carried on parade, it was kept in
a glass case in the Officers' Mess.
Yours faithfully,
C. E. CONNELLAN.

Johnstown House,
Carlow.
THE BUFFS IN 1882.
Dear Sir,
A very interesting Dragon came a few days ago.
There are a couple of errors under Stations of The
Buffs, 1st Battalion.
The 1st Battalion were not quartered in the Med
iterranean in 1882 ; they started for Egypt from Alder
shot in September '82, but in getting to Malta, were
told to stand fast till the result of TelelKeber was
known. We went out in H.M.S. Serapis, with the
1st Dorsets, and we went straight from the Serapis
to the P. & O. Co., S.S. Iberia in Malta Harbour and
came home, H.Q.'s to Birr, and large Detachment to
The Curragh. The Dorsets landed at Malta temporarily.
The 1st Battalion left Ireland for Malta in December,
'84, or January '85, and stayed there till September,
when they went to Straits Settlements ; H.Q.'s Singa
pore, and a detachment at Penang.
So, if under Mediterranean, 1882 is altered to 1885,
it would be correct.
Yours etc.,
W. H. BOOTH, Major.
Brynmelyn,
Hay,
Herefordshire.

GOOD EUCK FROM TAIPING.

Dear Sir,
Allow me to thank you for The September Dragon,
sent me, through Tom Trevor. You will be pleased to
hear that Mr. C. Godden, late Cpl. 2nd Buffs is on the
" Prison Staff " here—I lent him the paper sent me
and I fancy a letter from you will likely get you another
subscriber to The Dragon. Try him, he is dry as
America.
In regard to the group taken during the Depot
week, I have the honour of knowing many of them,
although I left the Regiment in Singapore, in 1912.
Kindly remember me to all Old Buffs, especially
of the 2nd Battalion. Major General FinchHatton,
I knew as Capt.Adj. ; Col. Jackson was a Sub. when
I knew him; (Transport Officer in Africa) ; Captain
Barton (Nick) was my Sgt.Major in Dover; W. R.
Birrell was my S.M. out East and many others too
numerous to mention, that is why I am interested in
the Group Photograph.
Kindest regards to Harry Carter, Tim Rylott, G.
Coy. C.Sgt. R.S.M. Cheal "was my first S.M. in the
Depot, Jack Gardiner, Sig. Sgt. Hirons, Pro. Cpl. Depot,
1901 ; Dale, Pro. Sgt. Depot, 1901, G. EeHane, Cpl.
Depot, 1901 ; G. Marshall, Sgt. 2nd Buffs; Jim Twort,
Oh ! so many of them.
" Please tell R.S.M. Dare, (E.Cpl. SchoolGarrison),
that his Chum, Bill Dowling, is in the Police Force here
and is now Officer in Command Police Eist. Bentong,
F.M.S."
Then I also remember Captain Baird, Et.Col. Friend
and Major Chapman who still looks quite young. ( Yes,

but what about Baird and Friend! Ed).

I wonder if C.S.M. Bennett is one and the same
person I knew right from South Africa. He and I
were in the same Section and Coy. (" H "). Well !
Well ! ! times do change and still memory retains scenes
and faces.
With kind thoughts and best wishes for Christmas
and the coming New Year, and kindest remembrance to
all old pals,
Yours etc.,
For old times sake,
H. DIBBLE,
Taiping.
(Late No. 6676 Sergeant).
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Tommy Atkins.

Across the Channel.

(reprinted from The Dragon of 1887).

(From our Special correspondent in Paris).

fTHIS is a much more trying ordeal than the Adjutant's
1 or Sergt.Major's drill in the morning, inasmuch
as the whiteness of his belts, the length of his hair, the
spotlessness of his clothes, the shinyness of his buttons
and boots, the set of his forage cap or shako, in short
his appearance from top to toe will be subject to the
severe test of his Captain's inspection, and Tommy
prepares himself for it with a full sense of its importance.
As soon as the Captain of his Company has finished
this rigorous scrutiny the drill commences, and for the
next hour and a half or two hours Tommy's hard at it,
wheeling into line, forming squares, firing volleys, and
having " his name taken down."
As soon as the parade is dismissed, Tommy, generally
with wild shouts and rough gambols like an emancipated
schoolboy rushes off to his barrack room and takes off
his belt. The morning's parade has given him a keen
appetite and he is quite ready for his dinner. The table
is soon laid for the repast. The centrepiece is a plate
of salt and pepper, and Tommy completes this arrange
ment by putting his basin, with his knife, fork and spoon
beside it, on the board. He then gets his bread down
from the shelf above his head and awaits the sound of
the bugle. Exactly as the barrackclock strikes one,
the bugle call of "pick 'em up, pick 'em up, hot potatoes!"
falls invitingly on his ears, and simultaneously there
enter the mess orderlies enveloped in a delicious fog of
steam from their precious burden.
There are no trays or waiters or dishes, the meat
is carried in messtins, and '' spuds '' as Tommy calls his
potatoes, peep from between the meshes of a net, in which
they have been boiled, to prevent them from mingling
with the " spuds " of other messes in the great joint
boiler. If at this moment you observe an extra glisten
in Tommy's eye, you will know that it's " duff day "
i.e., the ration of meat will be made into pies instead of
plain boiled in nets like the " spuds," or made into soup.
By the way, if you want to see potatoes properly done,
just drop in on Tommy about one o'clock in the day,
and you will behold a picture of mealiness rarely equalled,
never surpassed on your own table.
It must not be supposed that .each Company just
furnishes a couple of men as cooks, who are left to their
own devices. There is a Regimental Soyer, who reigns
supreme in the cookhouse, a Sergeant who, under the
title of " Master Cook," rules in his culinary sphere
with a rod of iron—the poker, presumably. The mess
orderlies having deposited their precious burdens on
the table, the Corporal or Ec.Corporal, of the mess
divides the rations into the requisite number of portions,
and Tommy at once lays on.
He has just about settled down to his work when
a cane is struck sharply against the open door, and
a N.C. Officer yells out "shun!" Tommy drops his
knife and fork as if he had been shot, bolts what he
has in his mouth, and glares straight to his front. " Any
complaints ?" asks an Officer, either the Captain of the
day or the Orderly Officer, as he pops his head in at the
door. As a general rule the answer is " none sir." The
Officer then vanishes, and Tommy again goes at it
tooth and nail literally. The meal is generally washed
down with a draught of porter, and then after clearing
away and cleaning up, he lights his pipe and sits down
on his iron bedstead, which is his chair by day, or else
on a form outside in the sun.
He has not much time for digestion or meditation
though, for at two o'clock he must be out on the barrack
square again, for Adjutant's, SergeantMajor's or
Subaltern's drill, as the case may be, and he has to turn
out spick and span, or it will be the worse for him.

T

HE feast of St. Catherine passed with all its usual
gaiety. Unmarried girls of twentyfive parade the
streets in little white caps bordered with coloured ribbon.
They go about in sixes and sevens, arm in arm and,
on seeing an old gentleman, the latter is surrounded
and is not allowed to pass on until he has kissed the
St. Catherines and given them a little money. These
girls are no respecters of persons. I saw an old general
in uniform surrounded and thoroughly kissed much to
the delight and amusement of the crowd.
The large dressmakers give fancy dressdances to
their employees. Crowds stand in the street watching
the gaiety. The young man who feels inclined to take
part in these dances finds two stalwart policemen guarding
the door.
For the past year Paris has been pestered by certain
lunatics whose lunacy has taken the form of destroying
the clothes of welldressed ladies. At one time the
method employed was destruction by the use of acids,
which was followed by the use of knives or scissors.
The latest trick has been sticking long pins into people
waiting for buses or in crowded tubes or shops. It
was thought a few days ago that the culprit, or at least
a culprit had been caught. A young girl sitting on the
tube felt the pain of a probing needle. She immediately
summoned the guard and accused a respectable old
gentleman, sitting next to her of being the pin fiend,
for whom the whole of the detective force of Paris was
hunting. A short enquiry was sufficient to prove the
innocence of the, genial old gentleman who was an
architect carrying his compasses in the side pocket of
his overcoat.
One of the leading Eondon morning papers has
engaged a Frenchman to criticise the Eondon theatre.
Perhaps, the readers of The Dragon would like to hear
the other side of the question ; that is to say an English
man's criticism of the Paris theatre.
Opera in Paris is a success, at least much more so
than in Eondon, and is subsidized by the State. The
building itself is one of the finest in the city and is sit
uated in the very heart of the town. Knowledge of
operas is part of the education of the French boy and
girl, and parents consider it their duty to carry out this
education themselves by taking their children frequently
to hear the better known operas.
Musical comedy is not a success. The acting is
done on the sterotyped lines of opera, and the actors
and actresses are generally those whose capabilities do
not justify their employment at the opera.
The play is nine times out of ten a marriage tangle.
Farces deal with the same subject and are very amusing,
but would not pass the Eondon censor. This explains
why plays which are a success in Paris fail when pre
sented in Eondon. The censor cuts them about out of
all recognition. The Eondon play on the contrary is
fundamentally proper and cannot be changed to suit
the Paris audience.
The reviews as a whole are poor. Enough money is
not spent on them to make an imposing spectacle. The
Chorus is seldom well trained and the leading artistes
are not as versatile or clever as those in Eondon.
Eastly the theatres look dirty and are uncomfortable.
The curtain generally rises half an hour late and theatres
are not aired. Theatre managers, if not artistes, have
a good deal to learn from those in the same trade in
Eondon.

Films Developed and Printed.
B. & W. FISKMOORE,
Canterbury.
Kodaks.
Tel. 337.
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Life in Shanghai, N. China.
(Being another of the series of articles especially
written for The Dragon by Old Buffs who have settled
overseas).
MHANGHAI in 1922 is a wierd mixture of East and

West—East in its natives with their jawcracking
language, its intense summer heat, ricshas, archaic
wheelbarrows, and last but not least, that ever present
help in time of trouble, the chit. West in its cold winter,
huge concrete buildings, Rolls Royces, lorries, upto
date Utility Companies, and H.C.E.
It is also a great place for sport, and can put up a
team at any game equal to a minor country anyway and
possibly even the Buffs. The Interport cricket team,
headed by Captain E. I. M. Barrett of Hampshire fame,
and known to many a Buff, is about to sail for Hong
kong. There is a considerable amount of mixed shooting
even to tigers, but you have to go further and further
each year.
Perhaps the most popular amusement is racing. No
thoroughbreds here though ! We race a little animal
who hails from furthest Mongolia, called the China Pony.
He stands 13 to 14 hands and carries incredible weights.
Thirteen stone on a 13 2 pony sounds a bit stiff, but they
do it (and more in the country). If the race times are
slow compared with the racehorse, they are very fast
considering the size and lack of breed. Racing Buffs
may be interested to compare these times. The China
record for the mile is 2 01, for the 1^ miles 2 32f.
We have no less than 30 days racing a year and the
Chinese have in recent years become enormously keen.
They, as befits the world's greatest gamblers, punt away
gaily at the Parimutuels etc.; not for John the humble
five dollars each way; he punts in hundreds, even
thousands. Although we are passing through a period
of acute depression, and unemployment. is rife, (Don't
come to Shanghai without a job in your pocket, oh
exBuff !) it is amazing the amount of money that
passes at a race meeting. The first prize in the Big
Sweep last May meeting enriched the drawer, a China
man of course to the tune of a quarter of a million
dollars (say £35,000).
Buying a pony is in itself a gamble ; you may pay
five thousand dollars and acquire a dud, or like myself
a sixth of it and get two first class raceponies and win
lots of races. But then I had the unparalled advantage of
serving for a few years in the Buffs, a better mind
training, so they say, than Pelmanism.
We also steeplechase and paperchase these praise
worthy animals, topping sport if a little hazardous at
times. The riding country is intersected with wide
creeks, so you get 100 men going for one jump.
Shanghai is run by a sort of Eocal Government of
nine just persons, elected by the Ratepayers and it is
to that noble body that I, in common with some hundred
others, owe my bread and butter, with sometimes a
drop of jam on Sundays. Apart from the Navy and our
semimilitary Police Force of 1800, we are protected by
a really hotstuff Volunteer Corps, about 1600 strong ;
cavalry, artillery, machine Gunners, armoured cars,
P.B.I, of course, and other whatnots. Being stiffened
with several hundreds of exservice men, this miniature
Brigade of many nationalities is an exceptionally
efficient little Force.
The Eight Horse (average weight 1113 stone!),
my old crowd, consists mainly of exofficers and you see
ex.temp, majors and even Eieut.Colonels serving
cheerfully in the ranks and glad to be there too ! The
old maxim " If you desire peace, prepare heavily for
war " seems to hold good, as the Chinese are as good
as gold, so far at any rate.
Shanghai holds two world's records, one for H.C.E.,
the other for the longest bar in the world ! And yet
at tiffin time today, that same bar will be six deep all

The Water fump.
the way along. I wish that a few Buffs were going
to join me there.
Unhappily, I am the only specimen of that otherwise
noble breed of men here, and a temporary one at that.
The nearest exBuffs I know of are Captain Cree, some
time Adjutant of the 2nd, and Captain Kidd (late of
the 6th, not the pirate), who are shining lights in Peking
and Hankow respectively.
Although there is a big " Westernized " element
in the big cities, the old John remains in his millions.
For example, a pal of mine recently observed his boy
cleaning a cheese under a tap with a toothbrush. Being
mildly expostulated with, he defended his action thus :—
"This cheese too muchee smell, master ; but no belong
your toothblush, belong my!" They also continue
to look faithfully after their parents and worship their
ancestors as of old. No matter how richpapa, and how
poorson, the son duly remits part of his pay each
moon to his parents. It is usually the other way round
with us.
So much for Shanghai, and all good luck to the
Buffs in the Garden of Aden and elsewhere.
A.G.N.

Down Chartham Way.

W° gathered sloes

down Chartham way,
To make "An old maid's " gin,
And Nance made haste with great display,
I dallied to begin.
And through the twigs her sloeblack eyes.
Looked into mine with mild surprise.
She made pretence, vexatious maid,
To shun companionship,
Till friendly thorn lent me its aid
And pierced her finger tip.
And pain leaped in those sloeblack eyes,
And quickly mine did sympathise.
I bathed the wound from running brook,
And bound with handkerchief;
For her relief I undertook
Much that's beyond belief.
A smile crept in those sloeblack eyes
To thank me for my enterprise.
We journeyed home ere evening late
Should hide the winding way,
And halted at her cottage gate
A brief goodnight to say,
But, shyly from those sloeblack eyes
Love bid me stay and rhapsodize.

H.
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" Beneath Bell Harry."
riiHE Draft of 168
men from the 2nd
Battn. arrived here for
di.scharge the other day,
and a very fit and cheery
lot they were. Most of
them were short service
men but there were one
or two old friends. We
hope that some of them
will reenlist, and After
a stirring speech made
to them by Captain
Stone, civil life certainly
appeared to be at a
discount. By the time
the local Mallaby
Deeley had done his
best for them they
looked quite irresist
able and I fear that
most of them will " get off " immediately and lose their
bachelor qualification.
By the way a number of these men did not belong
to the Past and Present Association which seems a pity.
They can't expect any assistance from the Benevolent
Fund in the future in consequence, but we hope they
will all find suitable employment—the best of luck to
them anyway.
The 4th Battalion held a grand Bazaar, an account
of which will no doubt appear in their own pages. There
seem to be a lot of wealthy people in Canterbury judging
by the result of the takings. A number of poverty
stricken Buffs did their best and no doubt felt in some
measure rewarded by seeing the C.O. carry off no less
than two prizes in raffles. We ran back to the mess
full of hope only to find that the clock had been
delivered but not so the whisky decanters.
We are glad to hear that the Cavalry Barracks are
not to be left empty on the departure of the 10th Royal
Hussars next Spring. Rumour has it that a double
cavalry Depot is to be formed there. What a crowd
there would be at Canterbury in event of mobilization !
They have doubled up the Cavalry Records and Pay
into one hut; any Reservist of retiring disposition
has only to put a match to this hut and so be lost for ever.
Many events will have taken place before this number
appears—Christmas leave for instance and the Christmas
pantomime. We are most fortunate to have Et.Col.
Thewles with us whose talent as author and stage mana
ger was well known in prewar days. We remember the
performances at Singapore and Wellington when
Messrs. Rope, Boarer and Collier were leading lights.
We also remember Corporal Bosworth who combined
scene painting with the rendering of serious songs.
Finding himself short of an evening dress waistcoat
on the first night, he proceeded with great success to
paint the same across his shirt front—gold watch chain
and all.
Captain Morley who came back off leave too late
to secure a part has made a job for himself after his own
heart. I think it is called O.C. Chorus. I am not
quite certain what his duties are on the stage, but I
know he is responsible for conducting them to their
homes after rehearsals.
We welcome Mrs. Thewles and family who have come
to spend Christmas in Canterbury. Et. Fox has re
ported here for duty pending the return of the 2nd
Battalion. He is applying for exchange to the 1st
Battalion so I fear we shall not keep him for long.
Et. Turner has also come to us from Hythe.
A happy New Year to all.

JL

HOCKEY.

The Depot hockey team has been meeting with
considerable success during the last month, our one and
only reverse being suffered from the Chatham Navy.
We have lost the valuable services of our excellent Padre,
the Rev. CooperHunt who has left the garrison.
Results.
Nov. Sat. 11th. v. Wye College, at Wye. Draw 2 goals all.
Wed. 22nd. v. 10th R. Hussars at Depot. Depot won 61.
Wed. 29th. v. Chatham Navy at Chatham. Depot Lost 35.
Dec. Sat.
2nd. v. Ashford Manor H.C. at Depot. Depot won 62.
R. W. H.

FOOTBALL.

A splendid match was played on 9th December,
between the Depot and the R.A.F. at Mauston which
resulted in a draw 1—1. The Depot should have won,
as a penalty kick was missed by that team. The visitors
were very well looked after by the R.A.F. and some
excellent meals were provided by them.
BOXING

On the 21st November the Xth Royal Hussars held a Boxing
Tournament for their recruits in the Garrison Gymnasium, Canterbury.
They invited two of our recruits, Pte. Foad (Lightweight) and L/Cpl.
Goodier (Welter Weight) to box two of their best recruits at the Tourna
ment. The Matches took place, and in each case The Buffs' representa
tive won after A most excellent fight of 3 rounds of two minutes each.
Foad was first matched against Watts who was from the first at a
disadvantage owing to shorter reach. He was a game fighter, however,
and took his punishment pluckily, finally losing on points against one
who was undoubtedly a much better man.
L/Cpl. Goodier met East, and being very quick upon his feet had
the advantage over his opponent during the first round, when he piled
up his points. The remaking rounds were fairly even, but the ad
vantage secured by Goodier in the first round gave him the verdict.

THE SERGEANTS' MESS.
We're writing our Notes for January, but here it is in December
and jolly near Xmas, too, so they will be short and sweet this time, for
one and all are in the throes of excitement connected with that glorious
Festival. They are "Notes" of a different kind that are in the
ascendancy at that period of the year—such as " Bradburys " or those
of the itinerant carol singers.
We had 162 men home during the month from the 2nd Battalion—
the majority for discharge under the Axe, some on termination of en
gagement and a few invalids. C.Q.M.S. MacMahon was one of the time
exNonComs. and he is now a " Pensionable Quantity." Mac looked
very well after his sojourn abroad ; he looked if anything younger
than when he was at the Depot some few years ago, and as merry and
bright as ever. We hope his future will be chockfull of all that's good
for him.
The Spoon Shoot for the month resulted as follows :—Silver One to
Sgt. Amos and the Wooden One to C.S.M. Couchtnan.
The monthly dance took place in the Gymnasium on Friday the 15th.
It was a most enjoyable evening and everything went off swimmingly.
These monthly ones in no way effect the Practice Dances held in the Mess
every alternate Tuesday. On the 5th December we had almost to give
up hope of holding the dance as the Depot Band (which always plays)
was away, and we could not find a Pianist for love or money, nor procure
any outside assistance in that direction,. It suddenly struck the R.S.M.
to seek the assistance of the Chaplain (Rev. CooperHunt) and ask him
to allow us to hire his Sea Scouts Band which he very kindly did, and
the young and capable musicians gave us of their very best and thus
enabled us to spend the very happy evening which otherwise we should
have forfeited.
Our Xmas Pantomime, " Cinderella," was a huge success, and the
greatest credit is due to Br. Lt.Col. Thewles, the producer, and all
who assisted him. Sgt. Beasley who had a responsible part carried this
out, as was only to be expected, without the slightest hitch, whilst
Brothers Emery and Osborne footed the boards in a jocular and fairy
like role. The whole of the scenery has been painted by C.S.M. Mason,
and to say that it reflects the greatest credit upon him is but scant
praise for the truly excellent work he has done. He, also, was one of
the caste. 
The Billiard Handicap for the " Major George Porter" Challenge
Cup has just begun and a keenly contested Tournament it promises
to be. Opinions in the Mess as to the ultimate winner are varied, but
everyone will strive his utmost to be the conqueror so that his name
and prowess may be engraved on that magnificent silver cup. Ex
Members in addition to those serving are having a cut at it.
And now to one and all:—
" A Very Happy and Prosperous 1923."
W. M . S.

(continued on next page.)
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Beneath Bell Harry— continued.
THE CORPORALS.

The Corporals of the Depot held their second dance of the season
on the 24th November, 1922. Some 200 guests were present, and
amongst them were a good many of our Officers, W.O.'s and sergeants
which helped to make the evening a great success. The Gymnasium
was very tastefully decorated under the supervision of C.S.M. Mason,
ably assisted by Cpl. Colins and L/C. Kirk.
The Spot Waltz prizes were won by Mrs. and Staff Sergeant Harvey
of the R.A.MX. and the Lucky Number prize was won by Mr. Philpot.
The Prizes were again kindly presented by Mrs. Cook, Wife of Capt.
& QM. Cook of the 1st Battalion, and the Band under the direction of
L/C. Collier played a very popular programme.
The duties of the M.C. were carried out by Cpl. Driscall, and the
committee were :—
President: Cpl. Martin, Treasurer : Cpl. Elliott, Members : Cpl.
Collins and L/C. Kirk.
M. L M.

Excelsior.
J)HE shades of night were falling fast,
When up the muddy C.T. passed
A youth who bore, though looking glum,
A mighty gallon jar of Rum !
" Excelsior!"
"Try not to pass," the sergeant said,
The blasted hun might shoot you dead,
He's sniping near, he's shelling far,
Perhaps he'll hit that blooming jar !
So leave it 'ere.
The youth moved on, no word spoke He,
He swallowed up that old C.T.,
His visage grim showed pale in light,
Where starshells glimmered through the night!
Excelsior.
" Stay ! Stay ! My Lad," the corp'ril cried,
" Another who the hun defied,
He got a bullet through the turn,
And broke his blooming jar of Rum !
" So go no more."
The youth's sad face showed grim and pale,
He struggled on into the gale,
Past whizzbangs urgent in their flight
Where bullets pinged through deepest night,
" And rain did pour."
" Ere ! Alfred ! " the private hailed,
The sad youth's face but paled and paled,
" Don't try that trench, the blooming 'un
Is sweeping it with many a gun,
" E'll 'it the jar."
" Ah! stay me not," the youth replied,
" I must get there what'er betide,
Though hell may storm both near and far,
I'll get there with this needed jar "
" He strode some more."
A t last his goal appears in sight,
And blatant minnies rack the night,
He staggers to the Coy. H.Q.,
And to the precious jar he's true,
" He still it bore."
" Oh 'ell! the sergeant raging stormed,
Then to the job in hand he warmed,
He told the youth who proudly bore,
The jar through all! He told him more,
" And more and more."
He told him all about the past,
His future, present, and at last,
He paused for breath, he gasped and died,
And dying fell he down beside,
" A n empty jar."

F. M.

A good Resolution for the New Year. Secure a
few more Subscribers to "The Dragon,''

The Buffs and an old Family
Association.

W

(From a correspondent).

E are very grateful to Mr. Gips for having supplied
us in the December Dragon with some details4
of the old association of his family with The Buffs.
They will be appreciated by all, as giving an interesting
instance of a personal link with the past.
It is the more unfortunate therefore that we cannot
assist him in his search for some regimental record of his
ancestor. The Buffs did not exist as a separate regi
ment till 1665, when King Charles II. took into his own
service certain officers and men who had previously
been in the service of Holland, and named the regiment
thus formed " The Holland Regiment." This Regi
ment was the lineal descendant and the representative
of those Englishmen who had served in Holland from
1571 onwards, and The Buffs of today carry on that
tradition.
It must however, be remembered that the English
Contingent which fought in Holland against Spain was
made up of various companies and regiments which
have ceased to exist, and which also, according to the
custom of those days, would probably .have been raised
by private individuals ; it is unlikely therefore that
their records are still in existence. Some records of
course may still exist in private hands, and some per
haps be among the British Government archives ;
but they would be very difficult to trace.
English troops in Holland in the 1665 period were
formed in regiments, and were a definite part of the
Dutch military establishment; but it may be taken
as certain that such system did not apply to the English
men of 1585, who were paid and maintained from En
glish sources.

The Army Encyclopaedia.
(COMPILED BY PROFESSOR NUTTALLTHARE).

NECESSARIES.—Small articles of military Kit,
so named after one of their most important uses, i.e.
raising the necessary.
NINE.— (NUMBER).—A wellknown remedy which,
appropriately enough, usually follows after " ate."
NIP.—A drop of Scotch Whiskey, so named from
the alacrity with which a Scotchman will nip after it.
NOBODY.—The individual to whom the majority
of broken utensils and windows in barracks are attribu
table.
NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER. — The back
bone of the British Army. In common with bones of
another kind, he is often to be found on the mat.
NONCOM.—An abbreviation of the above, this
has been stated by a certain liverish company officer
to be simply a derivation from " NON COMpos Mentis."
" NONSUR."—The traditional form of greeting
the Orderly Officer when he makes his daily visit to the
men's dining room.
NUMBER.—A military command which is invariably
followed by " ZSHUERE ! "
NUMBERS.—That by which a bad recruit will do
the slope for months on end, until unable to bear it any
longer, he " slopes " " judging the time."
OCCURRENCES (UNUSUAE) .—Phenomena out
of the ordinary for which sentries must always be on
the alert. They do not occur, however, very frequently,
though many cases have been known of sentries turning
into sentry boxes.
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Military Tailors and Outfitters
Regimental Tailors by appointment to
The Buffs
The East Yorkshire Regiment
The Royal Scots Fusiliers
The Royal Welch Fusiliers
The South Wales Borderers
The Scottish Rifles
The East Surrey Regiment
The Duke of Wellington's Regiment
The Border Regiment

The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The

Royal Sussex Regiment
Hampshire Regiment
Dorset Regiment
South Lancashire Regiment
Welch Regiment
Essex Regiment
Sherwood Foresters
Loyal Regiment (North
Lancashire)

The Royal Berkshire Regiment
The King's Own Yorks. Light Infantry
The Middlesex Regiment
The Manchester Regiment
York & Lancaster Regiment
The Durham Light Infantry
Royal Ulster Rifles
The London Rifle Brigade

LONDON: 4 NEW BURLINGTON STREET, REGENT STREET, W. 1
WOOLWICH: 5 FRANCES STREET
ALDERSHOT:
CAMBERLEY: 68 & 68A HIGH STREET

29 HIGH STREET

Telephones: 2346 Regent, Eondon; 300 Woolwich; 296 Aldershot; 359 Camberley
Telegrams: " Afflighty, Eondon " ; " Flight, Aldershot" ; " Flight, Camberley "

"Quorn Toothpicks" Cigars
( Registered)

A mild

cigar with character.

Length 6 ins.

HART & COMPANY
MARKET SQUARE


To be obtained only from

J. H.

G.

HAMILTON

Wine Merchant
CANTERBURY
TELEPHONE 148 CANTERBURY

CHARLES BARROWS
37 North gate Street
CANTERBURY

Grocery, Provisions, Hardware,
Brushes, etc.
Personal and prompt attention given to all orders.

DOVER
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COMPLETE  
ATHLETIC
OUTFITTERS
We hold the Largest Stocks
in the County.
REGIMENTAL

&

COMPANY

CAREFULLY

COLOURS

COPIED.
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C O W A SJEE,

BHICAJEE

STEAMER POINT and CAMP, ADEN,
ESTABLISHED 1871.

Telegrams:

MILITARY

BHICAJEE,

ADEN.

CONTRACTOR.

The Management of Regimental Canteens and Coflfee Shops a speciality.

PROVISIONS

AND

OILMAN

STORES.

Stockist of Wines, Spirits, Ale & Stout of reputed brands.
Sole Agent:

Geo. Younger's "Revolver" Bulk Beer.

Perfumery & Patent Medicines.
Aerated
FURNITURE

ON

Waters

Manufacturer.

HIRE AT MODERATE CHARGES.

THE

Celebrated
— " ARMY ALE."

ISOLDIER'S
BEER.

The favourite beer throughout all parts of the Indian Empire.
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w
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Supplied to the 2nd Battalion THE BUFFS at ADEN by Pallonjee,
Dinshaw & Co., Camp and Steamer Point.
Supplied to the Sergeant's Mess, 1st Battalion THE BUFFS, at
CONSTANTINOPLE by the N.A.A.F.I.

Wm. McEwan & Co., Ltd., Brewers, Edinburgh.

HOLMES

Charles E. Burgess, Proprietor

"OZO" Stops

7 MERCERY LANE, CANTERBURY

Headache, Toothache, Neuralgia
and all other nerve pains

HI6H-CLA88 GROCERIES, PROVISIONS

6£d.

FRENCH and ITALIAN

GOODS

Collector and distributor oi all the latest and newest
produce brought on to the European Markets at
LONDON STORE PRICES

FAMILIES WAITED ON — MESS SUPPLIERS

per box of 8 tasteless doses

Proprietors:

W A L K E R <§> H A R R I S , L T D .
Three Boxes
Post Free.

Chemists,

CANTERBURY
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Some Hints for Athletes.

I

Athletics.

T
being
customary
for
Battalion sports to be held
on Albuhera day (May 16th),
we have decided to run a series
of Athletic articles in the J anuary,
February, March and April
Dragons. These we hope may
be both interesting and helpful
to the many aspiring athletes in
the Regiment, if for no other
reason that the hints presented
emanate from Captain F. H. W.
Nicholas, M.C., who, in addition
to being a double Blue and an
International Hurdler and Long
J umper, and Association Foot
baller, has represented the Army
in Rugby and Association Foot
ball,
Hockey,
Cricket,
and
The first of our series is devoted to :—
SPRINTING.

100 Yards and 220 Yards.
Races of these distances require to be run at top
speed, with every ounce of energy thrown into every
movement. Sprinting may be divided into three parts :
1, The Start; 2, The Run ; 3, The Finish. 9
No. 1. The Start.
When a sprint race is being run a fraction of a second
even up to onetenth of a second may make all the
difference between a win or a loss. It is possible for
three men to arrive at the winning post, all having
registered 10 l5th sees., but with two feet interval
between each. It is probable that the start is the matter
of greatest concern in the gaining of that extra fraction of
time that puts the winner ahead.
The ideal start is that in which the runner is on his
mark, fingers lightly touching the ground, and knees off
the ground, ready to run the same instant that the pistol
is fired—not
just before it; for eveif though he may
not have placed any portion of his body on the ground
in front of the mark, when the pistol goes, IF he is off his
balance going forward, he has made a false and unfair
start and is liable to be recalled by the starter and perhaps
penalized a yard.
Position.
The runner should decide which is his strongest leg
(usually the right) and this should be behind. The
commands for starting are usually " Get on your marks,"
" Get set," followed by pistol when all runners are steady
and well under control.
" On the Mark."
The front toe should be two to three inches behind
the starting line. The rear foot just far enough back to
allow for the knee of the rear foot being in line with the
instep of the front foot with the rear knee on the ground.
Finger tips just touching the line (not in front), body
bent and at ease—head in a natural position with the eyes
looking at the ground three to four feet in front of the
line.
Holes should be dug about four inches wide, three to
four inches deep at the back, the back at an angle of
about 45 degrees, cut out at the front of the hole so that
the toe does not catch when going forward. The whole
position one of ease and comfort and no strain at all.
Running corks are usually carried, but should not be
grasped. They should be allowed to lie in the palm
of the hand, held there by elastic bands. It is better not
to use corks at all as they are apt to make the runner
tighten his hands on them, thereby wasting a certain
amount of energy which should go into the legs.
" Get Set."
On this command raise the rear knee from the
ground. It will not be found possible—if the position
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of the feet has been correctly judged—to straighten
the rear knee without losing balance, nor is this necessary,
since the action of straightening is required to give the
runner the initial impulse. Control and balance are
essential in this position. The aim is to be as far forward
as possible without losing the balance. The shoulder
and head will naturally be raised, the eyes will be looking
at a point 1215 feet ahead. The rear foot will now
be found to be comfortably fitted to the hole with the
ball of the foot and the toes all flat at the back of the hole.
The front foot will still feel slightly uncomfortabL,
since it is not yet to be asked to function with its push
required for the second step.
" Pistol."
As soon as the report is heard every ounce of energy
must be put into the rear foot for the initial push and
a great strain is put on the hamstring muscles. Imme
diately the initial push is made the front leg gets to work,
and a further push can be given by this foot which has
by that time gained a flat basis at the back of the front
hole.
Straightening up.
The body must on no account be straightened up
immediately, or loss of pace will result. The rise of the
body must be gradual and should not be completed
until 20 yards have been run at least.
So much for the start. This is the most difficult
item of sprinting and much depends on practice in
getting position of feet—feeling the holes—getting set—
the two initial pushes—and rising gradually.

(Next month "The Run " and " The Finish.")

What a New Recruit can do !

W

HAT can a new recruit do,
For his country and for you ?
What can a new recruit do ?
He can play the straight game through !
That's one thing he can do 7
He can fight like a Knight
For the Truth and the Right :—

That's another good thing he can do.

He can shun all that's mean,
He can keep himself clean,
Both without and within

That's a very fine thing he can do.

His soul he can brace
Against everything base
And the trace will be seen
All his life in his face :—

That's an excellent thing he can do.

He can look to the Tight,
He can keep his thoughts white,
He can fight the great fight,
He can do with his might.
What is good in God's sight :—

Those are truly great things he can do.
Though his years be but few
He can keep himself true,
He can march in the queue.
Of the Good and the Great,
Who battled with fate
And won through —

That'sa wonderful thing he can do!

And in each little thing
He can follow The King,
Yes—in each smallest thing
He can follow The King :—

He can follow The Christ, The King !"

R.P.
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The Fire Alarm.
A Reminiscence by T. L. J. Perman, late C.Sgt. The Buffs.

X

When they got to Shaftesbury Avenue they halted
for a rest, and I took Dr. R. into a restaurant, gave him
something to eat and drink, and some money for tobacco.
After telling me his experiences and adventures I wished
him goodbye and better luck. I have not seen him since,
but hope if he has not made his fortune that he has at
least improved his social position for Drummer R— was
a decent fellow, and, although a butt for all, everyone
loved him. His last remarks were, that Private D—
was always a smart chap so no wonder he was first with
the Fire Engine, but he never got over the 7/6 fine.

T was at Tanglin Barracks, Singapore, close on forty
years ago when my company was fire Picquet for
the ensuing month. We had the usual hand pumping
fire engine which was brought up from the shed by
defaulters at Retreat, and placed to the left of the guard
room.
On this particular night a very heavy mist was rising,
and a white cloud filled the hollow in front of the Bar
racks and, from a distance, appeared like smoke rising
from a fire. Itwas a very hot night, and feeling restless,
I got up and sat on the steps of the bungalow.
I had not sat there long when Private D
, a very
S we go to press the following letter received by
smart chap in our Company, came walking down the
Major F. W. Tomlinson, Hon. Secretary, The
steps of the verandah with only his shirt on and a very
War History of the Buffs has come into our hands :—
short one at that. He had not passed many minutes
24/12/22.
when the fire alarm, sounded by bugle, rang out through
Dear Sir,
the still night.
Received History safely yesterday, and am more
I, being corporal in charge of my squad at once ran
than pleased with it. It is a book, the achievment of
into the bungalow, put some more clothes on, and
which is only equalled by the records which it sets out.
superintended the turning out of my squad. There was
Considering the labour, which must have been
the usual commotion all over the barracks, and enquiries
enormous, to complete such a volume, the price is
made at the guard room where the fire was. But no one
ridiculously small, and it is to Buffs, past and present,
knew. The bugler had not been out of the guard room
a book they can ill afford to be without.
since the orderly officer had turned out the Guard, and
Trusting that the " First Edition " will have been
no explanation of the mysterious call was forthcoming.
repeated many times, believe me to be
But, just as we were going to be dismissed, a distinct
Sincerely yours,
rumbling came from the direction of the white clouds
RonERT CUDE.
to the left front of the guard room. We doubled over 77, Malva Road,
Wandsworth,
late 1th Battn. Buffs and always
to where the sound came from, and to our surprise and
S.W. 18.
a Buff.
amuseipent whom should we see but Private D—
struggling along with the fire engine, still attired in his
little short shirt. His appearance made every one roar
with laughter, and he was asked what the Blankety
Blank he was doing there. He was very excited and,
pointing towards the white clouds said : " Can't you see
(Being an official announcement received as we go to press).
the smoke, there's the fire."
Private D—, Alas ! had
been imbibing and he was handed over to the Sergeant
T has been announced in an Army Order that, to
of the Guard.
obviate the necessity of removing honours at
The next morning, enquiries were made to find out
present emblazoned on the colours of regiments and corps
every person who could sound a bugle, and all pressure
His Majesty the King has been graciously pleased to
was put on the Drummers to make them divulge the
approve the following arrangements :—
culprit. But they stuck together like bricks, and the
Regiments of cavalry and yeomanry will have em
secret was kept until Drummer R. took his discharge
blazoned on their standards and guidons Battle Honours
a year later when we were wishing him good bye previous
earned by them in the Great War, up to a maximum of
to his going to Tasmania.
ten, in addition to those already carried.
" Now boys," he said, " I will tell you who sounded
Battalions of infantry, Regular, Militia (Special
the fire alarm on that occasion when Private D— got
Reserve) and Territorial, will have emblazoned on their
fined 7/6 for being the smartest man turning out when
King's Colour, Battle Honours up to a maximum of ten
" A " Coy. was fire picquet in Singapore. Faith boys
to commemorate their services in the Great War, such
it was my own real self. It was like this, several of us
Honours to be selected by Regimental Committees from
drummers were in the Canteen that night, when some
the list of " Great War " Honours to be shown in the
one said, there was not one amongst us who had the
Army Fist. The Honours emblazoned on the King's
pluck to sound the Fire Alarm in the middle of the
and Regimental Colours will be the same for all units
night. Of course as per usual I had to do it, and do it I
comprising the regiment concerned, and will be shown
did. It was not my fault that all my chums were
in the Army Tist in thicker type.
punished so long. I wanted to confess but they would
Regimental Committees under the Chairmanship of
not hear of my doing so. Here's good luck and goodbye
their Regimental Colonels, or of representatives to be
to you all, I am off to Tasmania to make a fortune.
nominated by their Regimental Colonels vail be set up
to prepare lists of Battle Honours as claimed by Regi
We sent him off with a round of cheers perhaps never
ments or Corps as a whole and from these lists to select
to see him again.
the particular Honours for emblazoning on the Standards,
But from the following, I am sorry to say poor old
Guidons and King's Colours of the Regiments concerned.
Dr. R. found it was not so easy to make a fortune as to
blow a bugle. I was walking down Trafalgar Square
about five years after he left us, when I saw a line of
Sandwich men, and out of curiosity I began to read the
From Town Topics.
advertisement on their boards. As I stood and looked
A
book
about
to be published is entitled " The
at the men, one of their faces seemed quite familiar to me.
History of the Buffs, 19141919." There is no truth
I tried to think where I had seen it. At last it came to
in the rumour that Mr. Eloyd George is contemplating
me ; it was poor old Dr. R.
As he passed the National
writing a sequel, " The History of the Rebuffs, November
Gallery, I whistled our Regimental Call, and from the
15, 1922."
way he sprang up I knew I was right.

War History of the Buffs.

A

Battle Honours.

I
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The 4th Battalion.
FOR THE UNEMPLOYED.
"VTEARLY 300 dancers were present
Ds at the Canterbury Drill Hall
on the 12th Dec., on the occasion
of a fancy dress carnival in aid of
a fund for providing Christmas dinners
for unemployed Territorials. Major
and Mrs. Allen and Admiral and
Mrs. Reeves were among those
present, and Mrs. Reeves kindly
presented the prizes to the following
successful winners of the awards
offered for the best fancy costumes :—
Ladies : 1st, Miss Marjorie Pollard
(Boy Blue) ; 2, Miss Samon (Turkish
lady) ; 3, Miss LiUey (Pierriette).
Gents: 1, Mr. Symon (Chinaman) ;
2, Mr. Bloxam (Oriental) ; 3, Capt.
Taunton (Pasha)
A competition for a dainty basket
of fruit was won by Mr. Samon, and
Major Allen, in thanking those who

had attended to help Territorials
who happened to be out of a job at
Christmas, announced that the com
petition had realized £1 15s. Od.
The carnival dance was held under the auspices of the Territorial
Social Club, Mr. Arthur Baker acting as M.C., and Mr. Fred. Norris'
orchestra providing the music. The catering was again in the capable
hands of Mrs. Smith, wife of Corpl. Smith.
During the evening confetti and,carnival favours, provided by Mr.
Carpenter were dispensed gratis, and added to the general gaiety of a
most enjoyable evening.

THE DOVER COMPANY.

The Dover Company 4th Battalion The Buffs (T.A.), held their
second dance in connection with their winter series on Dec. 14th, when
there was again a large assembly. The music was supplied by the
Royal Irish Fusiliers' band, and a most enjoyable time was spent.

THE WEALD COMPANY.

Owing to The Dragon going early to press this month it is possible
only to refer briefly to the Annual Company Supper held at Horsmon
den on December 16th. Capt. Cheesman, O.C. Company, presided,
supported by Col. J. Body, D.S.O., the C.O. Lt.Col. E. M. Dunstan,
T.D., Majors E. Clarke and E. B. Burns, Lieuts. C. A. Winch and H.
Alexander and a company of about 150. After the dinner and the
Loyal Toast Col. Body presented the Musketry cups and prizes. (Names
below).
There were several speeches, but they were only short ones. Col.
Dunstan proposed the Weald Company and praised their discipline and
physique. They met as strangers last camp but thereafter the three
other Companies of the Battalion and the Weald were one. Capt.
Cheesman and C.S.M. Whaley replied. Major Burns proposed the
Commanding Officer, and Lieut. Alexander the Guests, to which Col.
Body and Major Clarke replied.
We had an excellent Cinema show, including the two 5th Battalion
films of the laying up of the Baghdad Flag in Canterbury Cathedral
in 1919, and the Presentation of Colours at Cranbrook last May. Capt.
Braun delighted us, as he did last year, with his splendid voice, and a
popular number was C.Q.M.S. Cooper's rendering of "The Farmer's
Boy," without which song no gathering of the Weald seems to be
complete. The Horsmonden Band under Bandmaster Bowles kindly
attended and added greatly to the success of the evening.
Lieuts. Winch and Alexander and C.S.M. Rylott made arrangements
for the supper, entertainment and motor transport from the Out
stations, all of which were excellently carried out.

" C " (WEALD) COMPANY.

Musketry Prize Winners.

Elliott Cup and £\ 10s. for Best Shot in Company :
Pte. R. F. Barden, score
Platoon Challenge Cups and fj, 10/ and 5/ for 1st, 2nd and
3rd in each Platoon
No. 9 Platoon : 1. Pte. R. F. Barden, score
105
2. Cpl. W. Leaver
98
3. C.Q.M.S. W. Nash
92
No. 10 Platoon : 1. C.Q.M.S. C. H. Cooper
100
2. C.S.M. A. J. Whaley
97
3. Sgt. W. Beale
96
No. 11 Platoon : 1. Pte. L R Hicks
90
2. Sgt. F. S. Reed
J
Pte. S. T. Sorrell
} equal
...
87
Pte. W. A. Norman
J
No. 12 Platoon : 1. Pte. D. Hooker
87
2. Pte. A. Fellows
...
...
...
82
3. Sgt. P. C. Fuller
79
Recruits Challenge Cup and 10/, 5/, and 2/6 for 1st, 2nd and 3rd.
1. Pte. P. Vousden
,
75
Pte. P. Good
/equal
75
3. Pte. G. Tapp
72
Challenge Cup for best Lewis Gunner—Sgt. W. Cooper.

Inter Platoon Challenge Cup to be held by Platoon making the
highest average score—No. 11 Platoon, (Goudhurst and Horsmonden).
Note. Owing to the rule that no man can take more than one prize,
the 1st prize for No. 9 Platoon goes to Cpl. Leaver, Pte. Barden having
won the Elliott Cup.

ReUnion of the l/4th Buffs.

M

ANY were the handshakes, interrogations, and
expressions of cheery goodwill, at the Drill Hall,
St. Peter's Dane, Canterbury, on 25th November, when
there gathered together nearly three hundred Old
Comrades of the l/4th Battalion The Buffs on the
occasion of the second annual reunion dinner.
The formalities of postprandial proceedings, such
as toasts and music, were thoughtfully " washed out "
to enable the members to fraternise, and old faces and
names, the memories of which naturally gradually
recede with the passing years, were recalled with a keen
sense of espritdecorps and evident pleasure.
Colonel Graham Gosling, O.B.E., T.D., who com
manded the Battalion practically throughout the period of
five years, during which it served overseas, presided at
the dinner, supported by EieutenantColonel Mainwaring
Dunstan, T.D., EieutColonel E. O. Skey, Major G. M.
Kingsford, Major A. C. Grigg, and Captains B. Collard,
F. H. Keeler, H. E. Cremer, G. F. Witts, H. Taunton,
E. Taunton, J. Monins, E. Harrison, O. Saunders,
H. Whitfield and E. G. Millar.
The battalion colours were exhibited in the hall, in
charge of an armed escort, and regimental trophies
were displayed on the officer's table ; whilst a sketch
depicted a piece of plate in the form of a globe, held by
the figure of Victory on a pedestal, upon which will be
shown in red enemel the places where the battalion
served.
Selections of music were played during dinner by
the band of the present l/4th The Buffs, under Band
master R. H. Mortimer. It will be of interest to mention
here that the battalion is up to strength, being the first
in the division, and possibly in the Territorial Force,
to accomplish the task.
After the honouring of the toast of His Majesty,
Colonel Gosling intimated that since the last, reunion
there had passed away Major G. E. Matthews (who for
a considerable period was secondincommand and died
in the West Indies), Sergeant Chappel, of Margate, and
W. Gutsell, of Canterbury.
Colonel Gosling stated that thanks were due to
Messrs. Twyman and Son, Messrs. G. R. Barrett and
Son, Mr. A. Wells, the Canterbury Chamber of Trade,
and comrades of the 385th Battery, R.F.A., for assis
tance in connection with the function (which was organ
ised by Captain F. H. Keeler, Hon. Secretary of the
Association. He referred to the object of the Old
Comrades' Association in helping former members of the
battalion who needed assistance, and observed that
during the last year over £80 had been expended for
such purposes; whilst he concluded with a note,
reminiscent of his pride in the old battalion, regretting
that he could not make all present " fall in " outside.
"Dapper" Jones, the popular R.S.M. called for
cheers for Colonel Gosling, and there was a hearty
response.
Regular Army Reserve of Officers.
The Manual of Military Eaw has been amended so
as to make it clear that officers of the Regular Army
Reserve of Officers do not fall within the statutory
definition of " Regular Officers." The distinction
between the regular and other forces is that the former
are " liable to serve continuously in every part of the
world, or in any specified part of the world," while the
latter are not so liable.
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On the way to Angora.
(Being News of the Grenadier Company of the 1st Battn.)
THB Fourth Platoon of the Grenadier company
A
are lucky in being selected to take on the duty of
outposts to the British Forces in the Ismid Peninsular ;
they have the satisfaction of knowing they are the only
infantry actually in contact with the enemy.
Eieutenant Spear has his headquarters at Gebze,
an ordinary village railway station, built for the con
venience of the railway company and not for the village
two miles away. The detachment live in railway
trucks from which the Union Jack flies and shows they
are the forefront of the British Army.
Outside the station you see a clean set up soldier in
his best khaki walking smartly up and down, while
a hundred yards up the road on the railway bridge is the
enemy, a sentry with funny looking clothes, all patched
up, his rifle slung, not looking too happy, but no doubt
like all his comrades willing to die, for " Allah," will
look after those that fight for their country. Though
they may be the enemy, they are most friendly and
invariably salute the British representatives, who all
go up to the bridge to say they have been to the neutral
boundary.
When one gets nearer to the soldier, you notice the
dark red star and crescent, which denotes he is a soldier
of the Nationalist Army. Though not much to look at
they must not be in any way despised and are certainly
not wasting their time. A battalion can often be seen
on route march headed by a bugle band, and far away
the rattle of machine guns can be heard which shows
that training is by no means neglected.
The boundary commissioner decided that the
Nationalists should have the use of Gebze station as
well as ourselves, so actually there are some of the
enemy between our railway trucks and our line of with
drawal. The enemy have their own station master
and a R.T.O. covered with red tabs.
Both of us suffer from lack of rolling stock and the
enemy have been known to take away some of our
trucks, so usually our trains do not pass Pendik some
ten miles nearer Constantinople than Gebze.
Communication between Pendiz and Gebze is by
means of draisidie, for those that require a less technical
term call it a motor trolley running on the railway line.
Actually at Pendik there is a Greek stationmaster so
there is a guard there under Corporal Willing to prevent
him being interferred with and also to ensure he does not
leave his work. Eeaving Pendik for Gebze, the draisne
passes through the old hutted camps at Pavlo when the
gunners used to live in the piping times of peace, but
these have now been sold to a contractor.
On, along the Northern bank of the Gulf of Ismid,
with wonderful snow capped mountains in front, and
to the South the next station is Tuzla, with an Armenian
stationmaster and another guard under Sergeant Jones
just to keep the show running, then past many deserted
Turkish barracks and cartridge factories after five
miles Gebze is reached. A delightful little spot con
sidering everything and it is strange how comfortable
a railway carriage—empty goods—can be made with
a little trouble.
It should be mentioned in closing that the draisne
now carries the Buff flag with the grim Dragon as it
rushes along the line. , No doubt our enemy is duly
impressed.

B. <&. W. FISKMOORE,
High Class Photographers,
Canterbury.
Tel. 337.

Miscellaneous Musings on Hunting.
r I ^HERE has been so much written on hunting since
Peter Bechford's day that it is unnecessary to
extol further the merits of this " King of Sports." Any
one, worthy of the name of sportsman, who has once
taken part in the glorious excitement and thrill of the
Chase needs no further encouragement to go out again.
To the onehorse man the intervening days between
one meet and the next hang heavily, on hand as they drag
slowly by. Eucky the man with two horses. But he
who possesses three or more has attained heaven indeed.
What more could he desire ? Why, a pack of hounds
of his own of course !
But—get out of covert—I hear you say—and get
away on to it.
Well, the fox we are hunting is in Ireland, out in the
Duhallon country. Hark. There he goes stealing
away. Tallyho, away we go thundering over the turf
like the charge of the Eight Brigade. Steady, though,
steady, Mind this bank, there's a big ditch the other
side. Get out of my way !—Thank God I'm safely over.
Eook at that poor devil. He's come a good purler
and his horse has left him to his fate. And now the
going gets a bit easier. Eet us look ahead a bit, and
watch the hounds working. Do you see 'em ? Over
there in the next field. Splendid fellows ; listen to their
music. Was ever sweeter sound ? And there's the old
varmint going strong, away beyond. So get on my
beauties, get on. Hustle him, hustle him or we shall
never kill.
Onward we all gallop, heeding not at all the direction
we are taking, so intent are we upon watching, the hounds
and saving our necks.
" What lengths we pass ! where will the wand'ring
Chase lead us bewildered ! Smooth as swallows skim
the newshorn mead, and far more swift we fly."
(Somerville).
But still on, on we go. The pace, if possible, appears
to increase. Horns are beginning to blow and—
" u
the tall, plump, brawny youth curses his
cumbrous bulk ; and envies now the short pygmean
race, he whilsome hemm'd with proud insulting leer."—
(Somerville).
But enough. Hold hard ; my pen has bolted with
me. The above description, I hope, gives a brief glimpse
of how we spent the first part of the season in Ireland.
And during this time some of us were on leave, or
hunting elsewhere. There are those that sneer at hare
hunting. Eet them but take part in it in Northern
Ireland. I grant it is but a substitute for foxhunting.
But before passing sentence go out with them, and
see how you like leaping twice and three times a mighty
breaking ditch, or some immense and prickly hedge,
that you swear you would not leap again for anything
less than knighthood !
And for those in England, if, perchance, that one
should tire of leaping stake—and—bound fences, gates,
and posts and rails with the East Kent, and Shorncliffe
Drag let him go down to Devon, and hunt with the
Dartmoor Hounds. Do not pay any heed to the scoffers
who say that it is nothing but boulders and bogs. Go
there and try. In no country that I know can you
so well see the hounds work. In no other country
does one have to sit so tight. Nowhere else does one get
such a variety of ' lepping '—stone walls, banks, ditches
and every other conceivable kind of unpleasantness that
helps to make hunting such a very pleasant diversion.
In fact, let all follow the advice of the genius who
tells us :—
" Better to hunt in fields for health unbought
Than fee the doctor for a nauseous draught."

JL

TALLYHO.
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The Polish Army, Past and Present.
BY A. HORTON, LATE THE BUFFS.

'T* HE brotherhood of arms is the noblest and one of
the oldest professions in the world. Poland
can claim to he a member of this brotherhood from the
earliest days.
When William the Conqueror was breaking the
military strength, but not the spirit, of the Anglo Saxons
led by King Harold at the Battle of Hastings, the Poles
were defending their homes and their women against
the Tartar Hoardes from the East; they also early
understood the principle that to attack is the best form
of defence and carried the wars into the enemy's country,
thereby reaping much profit in land property and live
goods.
The history of Polish military enterprise can be traced
right through the middle ages when they fought and
beat the Teutonic or Prussian Knights in the Baltic
provinces; when they went toVienna and raised the
siege of that town by beating and routing the Turks,
who were sitting round the city waiting for the ripe
plum to drop into their mouths, and who were demor
alized by the rich fat living they had experienced in the
plentiful plains of Hungary through which they had had
a triumphal march.
Eater on they were Napoleon's best cavalry, serving
him for the sake of the glorious adventure and the
glamour of his name. There was no political bargain.
There were no billeting rates to be fixed by Town Majors.
There was no bill to be paid from regimental funds if
the floor or even the roof of a peasant's hut in neutral
territory was used as fuel to cook the neutral goose
found on neutral land.
Unfortunately for Poland, as times advanced the
role of the soldiers as leaders of the country ceased to
hold its old sway, and the kingdom became the prey
to scheming politicians and jealous nobles resulting,
one hundred and twenty years ago in the division of the
country between Russia, Germany and Austria. But
the military spirit still lived, and the three countries
who divided Poland, recruited their best soldiers from
the plundered country ; and during the great war the
Poles in the German army fought Poles in the Russian
army, and it was those fights that were the fiercest and
the best. The pride of the German army, the famous
"Cockchafer" division defeated by the British in
Flanders at Pilken, was largely recruited from Poland.
The final union of the Polish army occurred after the
German debacle in 1918, when the task masters of Poland,
Germany, Austria and Russia,, were powerless to exercise
their stranglehold over the country. Back came the
Polish troops to defend the frontiers of a new Poland
and, in 1919, a tremendous " mopping up " took place ;
the Germans were cleared out of Posnania, the Bol
shevics were hounded out of the Eastern territories to
beyond Vilno, the Ukrainians with their German officers
were defeated at Eemberg in Galicia after a seige of
three weeks, a siege withstood by the Polish women
and Polish schoolboys who manned the field guns,
and by two British machine guns (captured from the
Russians), sited low at the bottom of a hill. The siege
was finally
raised by Polish exGerman troops from
Posnania coming to the assistance of Polish exAustrian
troops in Galicia.
Out of this " Bully stew " of different nationalities,
speaking different languages but imbued with the
sanctity of the military spirit, fighting for a just and
reasonable ideal, the present Polish army has been
welded and consolidated, scrounging its uniforms,
ammunition and guns from where it could—France,
Italy, America or Britain, and it stands today as a
rampart against a Bolshevic alliance with Prussia.
One cannot here discuss its actual efficiency. The
spirit of the old traditions still lives though the technical

application of modern war may still be young, hut there
is a good omen for the future in the recent visit of
General Sikirski, the Chief of the Polish General Staff,
to Sandhurst, Woolwich and Aldershot.
To underestimate your enemy is a military crime.
To underestimate the Pole either as an enemy or
ally is a crime against that brotherhood of arms to
which we all belong.

Free Poetry.

1

Ti REE poetry is the creation of the SuperPoets of
J our age, it knows not scansion, rhythm, rhyme,,
nor reason. If the Editor has survived it, a sample here
follows.
GOT : OR HATE'S URGE. A POEM.
Poison
Hated Colson worse than ratpoison,
Not because of his hateful personality,
But because of that
GIRL.

So, obeying HATE'S URGE, he resolved to
GET

Her, and watched and waited, and
Watched and
Waited.
Then one eventful day, Colson went out and
Walked, and walked, attired in his widest
Knickers with the widest checks, which (the checks)
Were reflected in
His coat,
His cap,
His stockings,
His shirt.
Knowing that his clothing would prevent Colson
From hearing anything, he hastened to the cottage
Where SHE lived with her ancient Granddam and,
With a cheap imitation of the cuckoo, he lured
The Granddam to the woods and
Brained her.
He entered the cottage by the back door,
And saw, what that fool Colson had never seen,
Her back,
Facing him.
'
With outstretched, rigid arms, clenched fists,
Rolling eyes, grating teetji, and a scowl, he
SLOWLYSOFTLYSILENTLYSWIFTLYSLID

Across

the

sanded,

kitchen floor

and

GOT

A thick ear from her rollingpin.

H.

2nd Ministers in France.
r~pHE

Munsters and The Buffs have always been
1 old friends, and we gladly accede to the request
of Et.Col. H. S. Jervis, late. Comdg. 2nd Royal Munster
Fusiliers, for publication to be given in The Dragon
of the following notice relating to the History of his
Battalion in France.
A short history of the work of the 2nd Munsters
in France, complete with Maps and Illustrations, is now
ready and can be obtained upon application with
remittances :—
s. d.
Whole bound Cloth
...
...
...
... 5 6
Edition de Euxebound leather back and
corners, cloth sides ...
...
...
...12 6
Orders should be sent to Messrs. Gale and Polden,
Etd., Wellington Works, Aldershot, and other corres
pondence to Eieut. Colonel H. S. Jervis, " Munster,"
Tilford, Surrey.



 

V

   v G T S ;>v

THE DRAGON

32

The Outlook.

Golf.

T

HREE cards have reached us for the Dragon Golf
Competition, and here they are :—
Lt.Col. BradleyDyne 81—8, 73 ; Captain H. H. C.
Baird 9412, 82; Major J. Crookenden 9714, 83.
Et.Col. Dyne played over the Wildernesse Golf Club
at Sevenoaks, and Captain Baird and Major Crookenden
over Royal St. George's, Sandwich.
As only three cards have reached us, presumably
all the others taken out were torn up which disappoints
us, and we hope that our J anuary Competition which
is open to and including the 21st will be better supported
and that every Buff golfer will sumit his card or cards
whatever his score.
THE BUFF MEETING.

Here is another suggestion which has reached us
relating to the possibility of a Buff Golf Meeting being
held during 1923 :—
That the Meeting might take place at Sandwich,
and that all competitors should stay at the Guildford
Hotel which is to be reopened early in the year. It
is thought that an arrangement of this kind would
provide for a very cheery gathering, and for play over
one of the best "and most fascinating courses in the
world. And furthermore, close by is St. Augustine's
course, Ebbs Fleet, which is ideal for the holding of the
Eadies Competition as already suggested. As regards
The date of the meeting, the most convenient time
after the arrival home of the 2nd Battalion is suggested,
and preferably the Spring or the Autumn.
Needless to say, the pages of The Dragon are open
to criticisms of the above or the making of other sug
gestions.
FROM A EADY READER.

And we are indebted to one of our Eady Readers for
the following :—
I think it would be an excellent idea to include a
couple of events for ladies in the Buff Golf Meeting,
which is mooted. The point is where is it to be held,
as it is often difficult to manage to get away ? If near
Canterbury, it must be remembered that the links at
Sandwich are not hospitable to ladies at the best of
times, and the majority of our partners would not
perhaps care for Wi^khambreaux.
On the other hand,
a short course would probably attract more lady players.
The sand dunes strike fear into my heart.
" OUT OF PRACTICE.

The Twentyfour hour Clock.
An Army Order states that the method of expressing
time by the use of the 24hour clock system will be
employed in Training Manuals and during active or
training operations. For these purposes time will be
represented by four figures, for example :—12.10 a.m.
will be written 0010;
3.25 a.m. 0325; 11.0 a.m.
1100; noon, 1200; 3.25 p.m. 1525 ; 11.40 p.m. 2340.
The normal 12hour clock system will be employed for
the times of movements by rail or sea transport and for
all purposes other than those stated.
Foreign Languages in The Army.
Courses of Study in Chinese, Japanese and Arabic
have been approved for Permanent Regular Officers.
The courses will be held at the School of Oriental Studies,
commencing 23rd January. Similarly, courses in Rus
sian have been arranged at King's College, Strand, to
begin 22nd January and 1st October, 1923. The object
of the courses is to enable officers to master the rudi
ments of a language before proceeding abroad for further
study. To be eligible to attend, officers must be un
married and under 30 years of age, and hold such records,
educational and military, as may justify expenditure
on this further education.

(Being notes connected with the Garrison Church, Canter
bury).
INCE the Christmas Number of The Dragon there

S

have been sudden and unexpected changes at
the Garrison Church and Institute. Through illhealth
the Rev. C. E. CooperHunt has had to lay down the
energetic and devoted work which he has carried on with
so much success for the past eighteen months.
It has been a sad blow to him to relinquish the work
he had so much at heart. A reorganized Church and
Institute is the outward monument of no mean order,
to his business ability and unremitting labour.
He will have the satisfaction of knowing that he
has handed over to his successor, a " going concern
for, as far as one can judge from a two days experience,
the work at the Garrison Church and P.W. Institute
is not a " one man show " but a smoothly running
machine with many willing and united workers and all
one has to do is to take the wheel and " carry on."
It is not only at the Church and Institute that Mr.
Cooper Hunt will leave a gap that will be hard to fill,
but on the games field and through the whole Garrison
he will be sadly missed.
I am sure that all who have known him would be
anxious to wish him restoration to perfect health in the
New Year, and the ability to take up his duties in his
new sphere of work. With the encouragment of knowing
that many old friends in Canterbury are wishing him
good luck.
NEW YEARS GREETING.

As tliis will appear eartyin the New Year I am taking this opportunity
of writing a personal Message rather than the usual "Notes" which
appear in this Column.
. A
, ...
,
Already I have met many old friends and come m touch with a great
many whom I hopesoon t o b eable to call b y that name.
...
To those in the Garrison, and all connected with the work at the
Garrison Church and Institute I would express my wish of God's blessing
upon their New Year to make it happy and successful.
I am,
Yours sincerely,
P. W. GUINNESS, C.F.

STANDING ARRANGEMENTS.

There will be no change from the arrangements as published last
month.
^

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICES.

The Garrison Church is for the Men of the Garrison and for those
who live in the Quarters, and it is hoped that in the New Year that
more men will avail themselves of this opportunity to worship God m
their own Church on the Sunday Evenings. Probably it may have been
due to the Christmas Season that so few of either the one or the other
were present at the 6.30 Service on December 17th.

CHOIR.

There is a great need for men who can sing bass or tenor to augment
the Choir The Choirmaster will be most willing to train men to smg
their parts, so even if you have not had experience in Choir singing,
if you have a voice, come along and help the work of the Church m this
way.

THE CHURCH GUILD.

On Friday, December 15th a most successful Sale of Work was held
in the P W. Institute, no less than £8 Is. 10£d. being realized. Part
of this sum will go for new material when the Guild again meets on
January 19th. Part of the money will be given for the Church Work.
The Garrison Church owes a deep debt of gratitude to the Members of the
Guild who have done so much in the past to provide necessary and
beautiful articles for our Church.
The stallholders were :—Work Stall: Mrs. Keeler and Mrs. poster ;
Fancy: Mrs. Stacey, Lucky Clock: Mrs. and Miss Groombndge;
Cake Competition: Mrs. Rogers; Novelty Competition: Mrs.
Nightingale ; Bran Tub : Mrs. Stone and Miss W. Foster
Tea was dispensed under the supervision of Mrs. Cheal, assisted
bv Mrs Penny, Mrs. Musty, Mrs. Nesbitt, and Mrs. Bowler, and our best
thanks are due to Miss Godfrey, and Capt. Morley for their enjoyable
programme of music ; to Mr. and Mrs. Bowler for the use of the piano ;
and to the President, Mrs. Seymour, the Committee, and friendsfor their
untiring and successful efforts.

Picture Framing and Art Depot.
B. & W. FISKMOORE,
Canterbury.
Tel. 337.
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How Diamonds are Recovered.

Thanks very much.

BY E. P. FRANCE, LATE THE BUEES, (7605 E. COY.)
2ND BATTALION.

"TTyE are indebted to the following for very kindly
V\ having renewed their subscriptions to The Dragon
for 1923 at the rate of 15/ per annum.
Brig.General A. J. Whitacre Allen, C.B.
Colonels A. S. Barham, C.M.G., G. V. Dauglish.
Et.Colonels F. Mainwaring Dunstan, H. F. Sparrow,
R. McDouall, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., R. E. Power, D.S.O.,
E. W. Eucas, D.S.O., M.C.
Majors J. H. Allen, M. Beevor, D.S.O., E. B. Burns,
E. Clarke, Crawley, H. E. Archer Houblon, C. P. Kings
land, R. G. A. Marriott, D.S.O., G. A. Porter, F. W.
Tomlinson, E. F. Gould.
Captains D. G. Ferguson, H. J. Hepworth, P. Jude,
W. C. Eamarque, V. Newton Moss, M.C., A. Howard
Reed, W. V. Sinclair, C. Vallange, J. F. W. Allen, M.C.,
E. P. Causton, E. M. S. Essell, A. B. Thomson, M.B.E.,
N. G. Vertue, M.C.
Ets. H. A. J. Froome, E. FosterHall, G. E. Sankey,
R. W. M. Webster, G. C. M. Brown, M.C., D. C. Coates,
F. G. Crozier, B. E. Davies, M.C., R. H. Gem, W. B.
Griffith, T. H. Keble, G. W. P. Kimm, A. F. Marshall,
D.S.O., M.C., J. M. Pritchard, T. R. Reid, H. P. P.
Robertson, C. G. Robson, A. J. D. Rose, T. H. Spear,
D. A. Symonds, J. P. R. ThorneThorne, R. J. Tuke,
C. J. Wood, M.C.
Messrs. R. O. Bettington, D. V. Coote, J. A. Druce,
J.P., J. H. Hughes, W. A. Eoch'e, C. C. Worters.
Mrs. Cecil Castle, Mrs. R. S. Goff, Miss J. M. Knight,
Mrs. Tomlinson, Mrs. Chapman.
And to Mr. W. P. Robertson for his generous donation
of £3 3s. Od.

A

S it may interest some of your readers to know how
Diamonds are recovered, the following is the
process carried out on the Premier Diamond Mine
(Transvaal), in which incidentally the " Cullinon "
Diamond was found.
If you imagine a large open hole about three quarters
of a mile long and half a mile broad, and anything from
400 to 600 feet deep, then you have roughly the di
mension of the Premier Mine of today. The mine is
developed by making cuts in the middle of the mine,
and then working back to the walls. To start a cut
natives drill holes in the blue rock and at the end of each
shift, these holes are charged up by Europeans with
gelinite and fired.
These cuts are worked down to a depth of 30 or 40
feet by 300 or 400 feet long, and at their bottom light
railway lines are laid on which run the trucks into which
the blue rock is loaded. These trucks are then hooked
on to an endless haulage wire and so hauled through a
steep tunnel to the " Gear " where the trucks are tipped.
The blue rock falls into crushers and the big lumps
broken into pieces about the size of a cricket ball. From
the crushers the blue rock goes to the 4 feet rolls, fitted
with corrugated faces or surfaces,, which break up the
rock again to about half the size, when it is then picked
up by elevator buckets, and dropped between 6 feet
rolls with smooth surfaces and broken smaller still. The
bearings in which the roll shaft as axle run are held in
position by strong springs so that should a large diamond
come along, the rolls will open up and so allow the
diamond to fall through.
The blue ground (as it is now called) is then run
into pans in which a puddle is formed. This puddle
helps to separate the diamond from the blue ground and
is kept swirling round by arms upon which teeth are
fixed. On the inside of the pans, a slot is cut out, and
over this slot the light blue ground falls and so goes
away to the waste dump, while the heavy deposit such
as diamonds, iron, etc., remains at the bottom of the
pan.
At certain times during the shifts, the pans are stopped
to enable the heavy deposit to be cleaned out and run
(into a shute, where it is taken along by an endless scraper
to an endless conveying belt which dumps the ground
into a large tank from whence it is distributed into tube
mills. These tube mills are steel cylinders lined with
granite rock and into them are placed loose granite
boulders, so that the mill revolves the boulders flap about
and crush into powder all blue ground that may have
come along with the heavy deposit.
This heavy deposit is now run through revolving
sieves and sorted into various sizes so that the different
size stones go into the separate boxes. The boxes are
placed at the top of tables which are slightly inclined,
and on these tables, endless belts, smeared with diamond
grease, travel, A corrugated wheel automatically lets
out some of the heavy deposit which drops on to the
belts. A stream of water flowing over the belts washes,
most of the pebbles, etc., off, while the diamonds stick
to the grease, and when the belt reaches a certain point
in the table, passes under a scraper, which removes all
the grease, and diamonds. This mixture then falls
into a perforated iron box which is electrically heated,
the heat causing the grease to melt and run out of the box
and leaving only diamonds and pebbles.
These boxes, at certain intervals, are taken out,
put into a vat containing boiling water, and thoroughly
washed, after which the contents are dried and hand
sorted by experts sorters.

We want your card
Competition.

for

the

Dragon

Golf

4th BUFFS REUNION.
It is proposed to hold a REUNION of all
those who have ever served in the

4th Bn. THE BUFFS (Territorial),
i.e.:—
1st Volunteer Battalion (prior to 1908),
4tli Battalion (PreWar),
1st/4th, 2nd/4th, 3rd/4th Battalions
(Wartime),
4th Battalion (Present Day),
AT THE
" D M C o y . 4 t h Bn. THE BUFFS
DRILL HALL, MARINE PARADE,
DOVER,
ON

Saturday, 27th JANUARY, 1923,
at 7 p.m.
Further particulars will be published
later in the leading local newspapers in Kent
or can be obtained from the nearest 4th
Buffs Drill Hall.
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DISCH ARGFS
6281287 Pte. H. Ashfield, 6280535 Pte. F. Collins, 7040904 Pte. J.
Frskine, 6281840 Pte. J. Goldfinch, 6280635 Cpl. A. Gosling, 6281026
Pte. H. Holtum, 6280640 L/Sgt. J. Hadlow, 6280570 Pte. S. Hickmott,
6280765 Pte. H. King, 6280970 Pte. A. Mercer, 6280841 Cpl. C. T.
Matthews, 6280665 Cpl. F Nunn, 6280667 Cpl. J. Nowlan, 6280852 Sgt.
R. Richards, 6280692 L/C. A. R. Smith, 73279 Pte. F Scott, 6280698
Pte. F. Twyman.
RECRUITS.

a**..

Officers.
Lt. G. H. Stainforth retires, receiving a gratuity (Nov. 19).
Lt. F. Barry is seed, for service under Colonial Office (Nov. 2).
The following Officers are apptd. to the 4th Battalion and retain
their rank and precedence (Tan. 1) :—
Lt.Col. F. M. Dunstan, T.D. ; Maj. J. H. S. Allen ; Capt. H. G.
James ; Capt. H. L Smith ; Capt. F. A. Brisley ; (Lt. Res. of Off.) ;
Capt. D. J. Dean, V.C. ; Lt. G. F W. Stevens, M.C. ; Lt. J. Sherwood;
Lt. G. D. Bacon, M.C. ; Sec.Lt. J. Moss ; Sec.Lt. A. F. Smith ; Sec.
Lt. R. S. Poile ; Adjt. Maj. H. L Smith, The Buffs.
Lt. G. A. Body, late 5th Bn., The Buffs, relinquishes the rank of Lt.
which he was permitted to retain in Gazette of Nov. 8, 1921, on enlist
ment into the ranks (Nov. 10).
The following temporary appointment has been made :—
A.D.C.—Lt. A. J. D. Rose, The Buffs (Sept. 24).

The Depot.
TRANSFFRS.

6281706 Pte. T. Nixon, transferred to 1st (Depot) Tank Battalion.

RF ENLISTMENTS.

Pt N. F. Allen (late R. Fuslrs.) ; Pte. A. A. Barrow (late R.A.M.C.
T.) ; Pte. L Baker (late R.N.) ; Pte. A. J. S. Beale (late R.F.A., T.)

TRANSFERRED TO ARMY RESERVE.

6278442 Pte. A. Cooper, 6278434 Pte. H. Church, 6278440 Pte. F.
Fast, 6278448 Sgt. S. Gifford, 6278443 Cpl. J. Graham, 6278464 Pte. S.
Madle, 6278438 Pte. G. Mitchell, 6278439 Pte. F Podmore.

DISCHARGES.

6281569 Pte. A. Betts, 6281786 Pte. F. Church, 6280170 Pte. T.
Prince, 6279094 Cpl. W. Rodda, 6281716 Pte. F. Stacey, 6281807 Pte'.
W. H.M.Smith, 6278056 C.Q.M.S. Spearpoint, 6279791 Pte. C. Suthers,
6281746 Pte. C. Wells, 6281741 Pte. H. Weatherloy.

APPOINTMENTS.

6281005 Pte. L Carter, 6281512 Pte. C. Hearnden, appointed u/paid
L/Cpls.

EDUCATIONAL AWARDS.

Awarded Third Class Certificates of Education :—
6281727 Pte. Burbidge, 6281732 Pte. Rabbeth, 6281726 Pte. Dodson,
6281739 Pte. Brace, 6281686 Pte. Wells, 6281285 Pte. Flvy, 6281655
Pte. Brown, 6281702 Pte. Tarbox, 6281711 Pte. Everest, 6281708 Pte.
Richardson, 6280090 Dmr. Knight, 6281731 Pte. Bishop, 7339097 Pte.
Crowhurst, 6281747 Pte. Wiggins, 6281715 Pte. Langdon, 723424
Pte. Foad, 6281115 Pte. Steele, 6281705 Pte. Kelly, 6281695 Pte.
Panther, 6281714 Pte. Gowers, 6281710 Pte. Styles, 6281690
Pte. Knight, 6281715 Pte. Gilbert, 6281712 Pte. Ford, 6281765
Pte. Bailey, 6281685 Pte. Newman, 6281662 Pte. Carden, 6281573 Pte.
Wraight, 6768404 Pte. Jarvis, 6281692 Pte. Dixey, 6281709 Pte. Saunders
6281696 Pte. Dickens.
6279027 Pte. A. Lewry, awarded 2nd Class Certificate of Education.

POSTINGS.

6279177 Sgt. A. V. Jones, posted to King's African Rifles.

RECRUITS.

Pte. J. Bailey, Pte. A. S. Buddie, Pte. F. Baines, Pte. H. W. Car
penter, Pte. J. Corlett, Pte. R. Carter, Pte. G. Feakins, Pte. C. R. Fry,
Pte. C. J. Fullwood, Pte. W. R. Gudgion, Pte. A. Hover, Pte. V. P.
Handscomb, Pte. A. S. Harvey, Pte. W. Harding, Pte. J. P. T. Lord,
Pte. S. Marshall, Pte. A. McMullen, Pte. J. O'Neill, Pte. C. R. O'Keefe,
Pte. H. A. Phillips, Boy L G. F. Pottle, Pte. J. W. Prior, Pte. S. F.
Smith, Pte. P. A. Sharp, Pte. W. H. Savage, Pte. H. F. Strand, Pte.
C. A. Taylor, Pte. H. W. Trobell, Pte. G. Whiteley, Pte. G. N. Willson,
Pte. H. H. Watson, Pte. W. Walker.

The 2nd Battalion.
APPOINTMENTS.

No. 6279308 Pte. H. B. Shorter and No. 6278659 Pte. Godden to be
acting LanceCpls.

Pte. A. Atkins, Pte. S. Amos, Pte. S. Button, Pte. R. Birtle, Pte. S.
Care, Pte. A. Collins, Pte. F. Durrant, Pte. H. Francis, Pte. J. G.
Goldfinch, Pte. H. Holdstook, Pte. S. Marshall, Pte. F. Packham, Pte.
F. Rodwell, Pte. G. Summers, Pte. A. C. Ward, Pte. H. Woodland.

COURSE OF INSTRUCTION.

6281195 Sgt. W. Shepherd passed a Course of Instruction at the
Army Physical Training School, Aldershot, 9/11/22.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
BIRTHS.

Herbert.—At Canterbury on 25/10/22, the wife of No.
6280146 Sgt. C. * Herbert of a daughter, Eouisa
Elizabeth.
McLean.—At Dane John Hostel, on November 26th,
1922, the wife of 6278184 Sgt. H. McEean, 1st Batt.
the Buffs, a daughter, Beryl Patricia.
Rowe.—At West Ham, on 12/11/22, the wife of 6188571
Sgt.Cook, H. Rowe, of a daughter, Winifred.
ENGAGEMENT.

The engagement is announced between Charles H. A.
Reay, late The Buffs, only son of BrigadierGeneral
Reay, C.B., and Mrs. Reay, of Moorhurst, St. Leonard's
onSea, and Theodora Beatrice, only daughter of the
Rev. T. H. Windle and Mrs. Windle of Manora, St.
Eeonard'sonSea.
MARRIAGES.

Maiden—Robertson.—At St. James's, Sussex Gardens,
on Thursday, Dec. 21st, Capt. S. J. F. Maiden, late
the Buffs, eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. J. Maiden, of
Radlett, and Nancy, youngest daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Jack Robertson of Ickham, Nr. Canterbury.
Stevens—Crump.—On Nov. 23rd, at All Saints'
Church, Maidstone, Et. Gordon Edward Stevens,
M.C., the Buffs (T.F.) second son of Mr. and Mrs.
Edward Stevens, Uppertoes, Bobbing, Sittingbourne,
to Hilda Kathleen Crump, second daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. William Crump of 14 Eower Fant road, Maidstone.
Capt. Donald J. Dean, V.C., the Buffs (T.) was
" best man."
DEATHS.

Jeffrey.—At the Military Hospital, Shorncliffe, of
Pneumonia, on 29/11/22, 6338081 Pte. E. R. Jeffrey.
Ravenhill.—On 6th Dec., of pneumonia, Phil Arthur
Ravenhill, son of the late Et.Col. Edgar Ravenhill,
D.S.O., the Buffs, and Anne M. Ravenhill.
Sharp.—Nov. 10th, at Bleak House, Wingham, of
malariapneumonia, Albert Edward Sharp, late
The Buffs, aged 29.
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The 4th Battalion.

AT

6281005 Pte. L Carter, 6280717 L/C. A. Golding, 6280832 Pte. J.
Lester/6280561 L/Sgt. F. Reed, 6280822 Cpl. H. Roberts, 6280564 Cpl.
W. Sands.
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Personalia.

E understand that General Sir George F. Milne,
G.C.M.G., K.C.B., D.S.O., is to be General
Officer CommandinginChief the Eastern Command in
succession to General the Eord Home, G.C.B., K.C.M.G.,
A.D.C., who vacates his appointment on 1st June,
1923.
On J anuary 8th, General Sir Arthur E. EyndenBell,
K.C.B., K.C.M.G., arrived on a short visit to the Depot.
Congratulations to Mr. G. Jessel, M.C., who, we
understand, is to be married on the 1st February.
Major H. A. B. Ternan has gone to Switzerland for
a few weeks ; others who have gone south in search
of sunshine are General and Mrs. Hickson who are in
Italy and Captain and Mrs. Baird and Mrs. and Miss
Ravenhill who are at Hyeres, whilst Mrs. Goff is at
Costabelle.
We have heard during the past month from Major
A. E. Colley, who is living at KingstononThames ;
from Eieut. W. E. Bing (late 7th, 8th and 10th Bus.)
from Faversham ; and from Captain V. J. Hallam who
is living in J ersey.
Other old friends who we are glad to hear are doing
well are Mr. A. G. Weston (late 8730 Pte.) who is porter
at East Croydon Station; Mr. T. Gambrill (late 4751
C.Q.M.S.) who is in the Corps of Commissionaires;
Mr. H. Bell (late of the 1st Battalion Band, who writes
from Dublin ; and Mr. W. H. Smith (late No. 6279431
Pte.) who is " doing fine " at Maidstone.
We understand that, after 31st March, Commander
Evers, the Danish Naval Attache in Eondon, is to be
recalled and no successor will be appointed. The Naval
Attache is the usual means of communication between
the regiment and His Majesty the King of Denmark,
ColonelinChief.
We congratulate Colonel R. S. H. Moody on the
excellent review of the History which appeared in
The Times of the 12th January, and the leading article
on esprit de corps which appeared in the same issue.

'

Write:Editor,
Depot, The Buffs,
Canterbury.

Price Sixpence.

We are authoritively informed that the destination
of both the 1st and 2nd Battalions is still undecided,
and is likely to remain so until the situation at Con
stantinople is clearer.
Major F. W. Tomlinson again excuses himself from
writing his usual article on Colonels of the Buffs ; he
is still busy despatching copies of the History all over
the world.
We wish to extend our heartiest thanks to R.Q.M.S.
Evans, 1st Battalion, for the long series of splendid
photographs supplied us from time to time, which must
have meant for him a great deal of trouble and expense.
They have culminated in a batch of photos as clear
and well done as any we have seen. We refer to those
depicting the rooms of the 1st Battalion that were
decorated for Christmas, and which appear in 1st Batn.
News in this issue.
R.Q.M.S. Evans is to be congratulated on his fine
work.
Alderman (late Captain, The Buffs), and Mrs. H. J.
Hepworth were recently the guests of a private party
at Gillingham, on the occasion of their vacating the
offices of mayor and mayoress of that place.
Captain Hepworth was the recipient of a handsome
gold watch as a token of appreciation of his services,
while Mrs. Hepworth was presented with a handsome
brooch, a replica of that worn by the Eady Mayoress,
minus the Borough Arms.
We hear that Et. J. Moss of the Folkestone Detach
ment Territorials has departed for work on the Grantham
Board of Guardians.
Also that Eieut. A. K. Boning has left for Gorle
stoneonSea on farming bent.
We understand that Ece.Cpl. Eewis, D Coy. 4th
Battalion, Drill Hall, Dover, is in possession of a medal
for Relief of Chitral, 1895, withPunjaub Frontier Gasps
189798, inscribed " 3768 Pte. W. Burton, 1st Battalion,
East Kent Regiment." The medal was left at his house
some time ago and he would like to return it to the
owner.

The book was sent out to over forty papers for
review ; the only ones we have seen up to the present
have all been most complimentary. These are, in ad
dition to The Times, News of the World, Kentish Gazette

and Canterbury Press, Dover Standard and the Daily
Herald.

Following the example of those who took parts in
the pantomime, further aspirants to theatrical fame
are now hard at work rehearsing their parts in a coming
production at the Theatre Royal, Canterbury, entitled
" The man who stayed at Home." They are C.Q.M.S.
Jones, Sgts. Goodwin and Amos, and Cpl. Crawley.

Captain P. R. Asprey, M.C. very kindly offered to
deliver all the Eondon review copies, of which there
were thirty.

We understand they do some spyhunting. Were it
so in real life, we would not like to be the spy to try
conclusions with them !
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Personalia— Continued.
Captain E. F. D. Strettell and Captain A. D. Peareth,
of the Depot have been ordered to join the 1st Battalion
on the 1st March.
We are much indebted to Captain G. R. Howe for
his interesting article on " Whippets " appearing in
this issue.
He has promised to send further instalments for
subsequent issues.
Eieut. C. E. Wilson, late of the 1st Battalion, in
response to the enquiry emanating from " B " Company
in our January issue, writes to say that he and his wife
are in Devon looking for a farm, and promises his address
when he gets settled.
Hearty congratulations to Captain and Mrs. Charles
C. Read, on the occasion of their silver wedding on 27th
December.
Eieut. R. J. P. ThorneThorne, who has just been
given his second star was commissioned in December,
1920, and is with the 1st Battalion in Constantinople.
Captaiq Pinhey has departed for service with the
West African Regiment.
He served as a Subaltern in 191112, resigning his
commission, and rejoining The Buffs (3rd Battalion)
on the outbreak of the Great War. He obtained his
captaincy in September, 1916, and was mentioned in
despatches in that year for services on the Western
Front.
Captain A. D. Peareth, who has been restored to the
establishment, saw a good deal of service in the Great
War, and wears the Italian silver medal for Valour for
services on that front.
The officers of the 4th Battalion were the guests
of the Depot at dinner on 15th January.
We hear that Stuart Wellesley Weldon, who served
with 5th Battalion in Mesopotamia is being married to
Miss Merril Colebrook, on Thursday, February 1st, at
St. John's Church, Hampstead.
The Sergeants Mess of the 2nd Battalion have hit
upon an original idea for presents for departing mem
bers. On the occasion of the departure of Sergt. Instr.
Redshaw to R.G.A. Hd. Qrs. in India, it was decided to
send the money to The Dragon as a subscription in his
favour.
We think this a splendid idea, and hope others will
follow suit.
Major and BrevetEieut.Colonel Richard Bright,
The Buffs, has been placed on the halfpay list for pay
and promotion under Article 474 (VI.) Royal Warrant
from Christmas Day last.
Eieut.Col. Bright was commissioned in The Buffs
in March, 1894, got his captaincy in 1900, was adjutant
of his battalion 190912, was promoted major in 1915,
and got his brevet step in 1918. He was employed with
the King's African Rifles 18991903, with the South
African Constabulary 1903—05, and was latterly serving
with the 2nd Battalion at Aden.
With The Buffs he served in the Chitral Relief
Expedition, 1895, including the action of Mamagai
(medal with clasp) ; the NorthWest Frontier Ex
pedition, 189798, including the operations in the
Malakand, the Bajaur Mahmund, Utman Khel and Buner
countries and the storming of the Tanga Pass (clasp).

In the Great War he served with The Buffs in France
and Belgium, 191415, and for his services was mentioned
in despatches, received the 1914 Star with clasp, and the
usual war medals.
Mrs. Henry Trueman, of OakwellintheBlean, has
kindly presented a drum to the Depot Officers which
once belonged to the 1st Battalion. It was purchased
by Et. A. P. H. Trueman from that Battalion on their
return home from India in 1905, when new drums
were presented to them. It has found a resting place
in the Officers' Mess.
It has been suggested to us by a reader in the 2nd
Battalion that, when men leave the Colours, they should
be asked to pay a year's subscription to The Dragon
in advance.
We agree heartily with the idea, and commend it
to all those who are in a position to approach them
before they depart. Can you help us reach that 5,000
in this way ?
The Dragon's thanks are due to Mr. W. Muggeridge,
Manager for The St. Eawrence Steam Eaundry Coy.
Etd., one of our advertisers, who has sent us a subscrip
tion for six months on behalf of each of any two Buffs
we select who, through no fault of their own, are unable
themselves to subscribe. Needless to say, the offer
has been taken, and copies for January have been sent
to the two selected.
With regard to our article on Page 416 of December
issue and 32 of our January issue, entitled " Golf."
Major J. Crookenden has kindly consented to give a
memento for the Golf Tournament to the winner of
the most monthly results. Will players kindly send their
cards to the Editor ?
We have received from J. G. McDonough, M.M.,
a subscription to The Dragon on behalf of his father,
who is aged 82, and who joined the lst/3rd Buffs so long
ago as September 1858, and whose number was 276.
He served 20 years in India and China, and left the
Colours as Sergeant on being invalided. We are glad to
know he is as well and strong as can be expected.
A. H. Graham (" Don,") writes to the effect that
he has met Mr. " Tommy " Cantwell, late Master Tailor
of the 2nd Battalion, who is looking prosperous and happy.
Should any reader wish to drop him a line, his address is
T. Cantwell, Tailor, Sandgate.
We thank " Don " for his good wishes.
We are indebted to the following for kind donations
to The Buffs Benevolent Fund :—W. T. Brunger, 2/,
A. F. Tailby 12/6, Et.Col. BradleyDyne 5/, A. J.
Russell 1 /.
Eieutenants T. N. Penlington and J. C. T. Crozier,
2nd Battalion, departed on 6th December on leave to
the United Kingdom.
We make no apology for bringing to the notice of
our Kentish readers the wonderful Heating System of
The British Pipeless Central Heating Etd., of 54, Victoria
Street, Eondon, for whom Captain A. E. Eloyd Hard
castle is the sole agent in Kent.
Readers are invited to communicate with him, and
to become more closely acquainted with this very
economical and splendid innovation.
We have heard from Tom Wheatley (late 4519)
who sends us a 15/ subscription, and says that " if
R.Q.M.S. Andrews requires any butterflies this summer
please ask him to send in his order early. They are
supplied in bundles of ten."
The marriage is arranged to take place shortly
between Major Guy Eecy D.S.O., M.C., and Mrs. Harris
Hanley, only daughter of the late Mr. E. E. Harris,
and of Mrs. Harris, of Providence, Rhode Island.
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Lt. D. W. Hendin has been ordered to proceed to
the Gold Coast Regiment, in West Africa, for duty.

Regimental Notabilities.

The Hon. Sec. of the Benevolent Fund asks us to
acknowledge the receipt by him of 11 /6d. from the
Officer i/c. Transport of the 1st Battalion, this being
the amqunt awarded as 2nd Prize to them for the ex
cellence of their Christmas decorations.
This we have much pleasure in doing, and we feel
sure all Buffs will appreciate their kindly action.
We hear of Captain Baird winning the monthly
medal at Hyeres. In the first play off three tied with
scores of 72. In the replay all three tied again with
73, but on going out for the third time Captain Baird
proved successful with a score of 70 nett.
The binding of our 1922 Volumes has been done
very well, and many expressions of satisfaction have
been received.
To complete orders for these, however, we are still
in a quandary, as we have no further copies for June,
July, September and October, 1922. We will gladly
pay 1/ per copy for these, provided they are intact and
clean. Will those who are still waiting for their volumes,
kindly bear with us a little while.

A Regimental Committee.

Dear Sir,
I should like to be allowed to support Col. Findlay's
suggestion for the setting up of a Regimental Committee,
as unless and until this be done it is difficult to see how it
can ever be possible for " things Regimental " to be set
in order.
So far as one is able to judge our Past and Present
Association is working without any definite policy, our
employment bureau is of very little use in finding
jobs, and our Benevolent Fund is out of touch with the
County.
Also, in addition, there are a number of other matters,
about which a definite decision would be welcomed.
Amongst these are :—
(а) The bringing uptodate the History of the
Regiment.
(б) The amalgamation of The Dragon and Regi
mental Dinners.
(c) The Holding of a Buffs Golf Meeting.
(d) The amalgamation of the Past and Present
Association, the Employment Bureau, and
the Benevolent Fund.
This letter is not to suggest that any of the above
should or should not be carried out. It is only to show
how disorganized we, as a Regiment are ; and it must
be self evident that just so long as we remain disorganized
just so long shall we fail to get into touch with the tens
of thousands who have already passed through our
ranks, and to keep in touch in the future with those who
are serving in the Regiment today. All of this, I am
quite convinced, the setting up of a Regimental Com
mittee can and would overcome, hence my support to the
suggestion urged by Colonel Findlay in your January
number.
|Yours etc.,
H. H. C. BAIRD, Capt.
Hyeres.
Depot Cricket Week.
N response to the demand for early notification
of the date of the above, among those whose
holidays have to be arranged some time ahead, attention
is drawn to the fact that the Depot Cricket Week in
1923 will be from 18th to 26th August.

I

"LHAKRIE"
312642 BANDSMAN R. C. WOODS.
Enlisted 9th Lancers, 25/11/1902.

Transferred to Buffs, 6/8/1920.

Medals:—1914 Star, British War and Victory, and Long Service
and G.C. Medal.
A born Comedian, no Depot entertainment is complete without
him. An enthusiastic gloomdispeller and a cricketer. Was once tried
as batsman for Surrey C.C. and finished with a nail in a stick packing
up paper. (At least, so he says).
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The 1st Battalion.
uia HIS December, like those
T
that have preceeded it for
many a long year has been devoted
to Christmas. We commence the
month by thinking about it and
usually on the last day most of
us still have recollections of it.
You all know how its done—
first we collect the ligwigs for the
chosen few to spend on us—then
comes the great day when we look
upon the roast turkey and plum
pudding, and for those with
delicate complexions and un
accustomed to bones, there's beer.
Not the beer of the Simon Langton
Arms or the St. James Bar, but
real Buff beer. Never again for
twelve long months shall we see
the same sight ; but when we do see it we all hope next
time it will be in a pleasanter station and a place where
all our married families can be near us. Where will that

presentatives from the united band of bootcleaners
(and officers servants), to change its mind and so dry
up to give us a chance of exercise after our Christmas
dinners.
Several people were looking forward to spending
their Christmas at home but the good ship " Huntsend "
could not get here in time to take over the lucky ones.
We were sorry to lose the officers and sergeants who
brought the draft from Aden, but they seemed to have
very strong ideas on one point and that was "it is
better to serve under the guardianship of Bell Harry
than in an old time city out there." I don't see it
myself, here we have a Cathedral at every street corner
.and Canterbury only has one. Anyhow we hoped they
enjoyed their little stay.
Several Officers have said goodbye, or more pre
cisely " au re voir," Captains Thomson and Allen for
the Staff College, where we hope they will not be over
worked and will have a good time, Lieutenant Robert
son who went home before going to the West Coast of
Africa. Lieutenant ThorneThorne who must be
congratulated on his promotion, has been sadly missed

A particularly happy group of Warrant Officers and N.C.O.'s taken on the departure of C.Q.M.S. Mannering for the United Kingdom.

be ? Rumour has it Gibraltar, though if we should
take notice of all the advertisements one gets from
Malta, they seem to expect us there as well. " Roll
on Gib," is now the cry, the sooner the better.
There are ominous shadows behind, sad to relate
that point to a sojourn on Gallipoli or in the Maritza
valley, before we are allowed to reach our hoped for
station. But that is drifting into the future, a bad
thing to do in this Army of ours, so to the things that
have been.
Since last writing we have remained at " Bostandtik
by the sea," in the same old huts we came into two
months ago, but with the great difference that instead
of there being three thousand nonexistent panes of
glass, there are now estimated to be nearly four thousand
absentees. The weather did not improve matters the
first half of December but decided after strong re

in the football world, but we were very glad to hear of
the successful removal of his appendix, and some of us
anyhow, are wondering how he managed to get his
leave so easily ! We have tried it ourselves, but have
failed !
FOOTBALL.

The football team has not been so successful as last year. We beat
the 3rd Hussars in the first round of the Anatolian Cup but failed before
the Essex in the semifinals. Most of the spare time has been devoted
to the Harris Shield Competition in which A Company is doing surpris
ingly well especially by winning the Cross Country Running.
C.J.W.

THINGS WE MUST KNOW.

Who was it that wanted to see the old Christmas out and the new
one in ?
Who was the Officer who gave the command : " Company ! slow
march ; by the right, quick March ? "
Why is Christmas day known as the " Unnecessary Evil ? "
Why the Commanding Officer of a certain Battalion only got one
bottle and seven badges ?
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SERGEANTS' MESS.

During the past month or two we are pleased to say we have
managed to get things going in the Mess in a small degree. Naturally
under the existing circumstances it is not possiblefor us to get quite back
to normal conditions. But if rumours develop into truth and reality,
we can expect far more happier and comfortable times in the near future.
Now, it is arranged that every Saturday evening a whist drive is
held, after which either a few songs, or a demonstration by the " Hob
nail" section. The singing has proved beneficial, and much new talent
has been discovered.
On Saturday, December 8th, Captain A. B. Thomson, M.B.E.,
(our late adjutant) came to the Mess and bade us farewell (only for a
little while we hope). Pie was accompanied by Captain T. Cook and
2nd Eieut. G. W. P. Kimm, from whom we were able to get two ex
cellent songs. In spite of persuasion it was not possible to get Captain
Thomson to sing, but he made a farewell speech, with many references
to the past and also to the future.
On December 19th, we arranged a "special smoker" in honour
of " Snowy " Manning, who we deeply regret to lose. At this concert
we were honoured by the company of our officers who joined in heartily.
And gave assistance by singing a few songs.
And now comes Christmas. Christmas was celebrated in the good
old Army fashion. Preparations were going on weeks prior to it, till
at last everything was completed, and the Mess room and kitchen well
prepared. On Christmas day, according to custom the Mess was closed
until late in the evening. The members looking after their Companies.
Boxing Day arrived and we commenced our celebrations. Just before
we sat down the C.O. and Officers visited us and wished us the compli
ments of the season, as the Commanding Officer was leaving, Q.M.S.
Evans presented him with a bouquet of flowers, and someone saucily
struck up a few bars of the " Wedding March." Then we sat down and
commenced our feast, and feast it was, and one feels that the Committee
is to be highly commended upon their excellent catering. In the
evening a " Grand " Smoking Concert was arranged, and again we were
honoured by the presence of our officers. The programme was very
good, consisting of nearly 40 items. Among the singers and performers
were R.S.M. Martin, R.Q.M.S. Evans, C.S.M. Mould, C.Q.M.S. Farrow,
Sgt. Goss, Gibson, in fact practically everybody managed to give a turn,
and the whole concert was very enjoyable, the time only passing too
quickly.
Much amusement was caused by the Polo Match on mules against
the Transport, which took place oil New Year's day. Needless to say
we lost, but the fun was the best part of it.
Toby Farrow caused much laughter by galloping on the field of battle
armed with a bass broom. It is not difficult to imagine the antics cut
by novice horsemen and obstinate mules trying to move a football
with hockey sticks. Afterwards a tug of war on mules was arranged
against the transport, we managed to win one pull but the transport won
the other two.

CORPORALS' MESS.

At last we have awakened, and find that we have a few things of
minor importance to say unto thee. Owing to the elimatical conditions
appertaining to Bostandjik, we had all decided to hibernate, but we
were rudely awakened on the 2nd December when we were more or less
politely informed that we had a football match with the Corporals of the
2nd Battalion The Essex Regiment, with a social to follow. Band
master Elvin very kindly performed the duties of referee at this game.
A good game was witnessed, in which neither team could claim any
real advantage. It resulted in a draw, 22. After the match our
worthy opponents were entertained to tea, followed by the Social.
Everybody seemed to enjoy the proceedings and the R.S.M. had to look
in and (SH !) have a whisker wetter. Several songs and recitations
were rendered with excellence. We should be able to find quite a
respectable concert party. Stace and Read for instance have very
beautiful voices, while the great Polky performed wonders with the
Piano.
On December 24th we had a football match between the Corporals
and LanceCorporals, in which the latter were victorious by four goals
to one. Personally I lay the blame for such a nasty defeat at the door
of the referee, who was none other than the wellknown Bandsman Moss.
When he appeared on the field, his lovely Sports Costume (?) was at
once the admiration and envy of all the spectators and players, and as
the Corporals' Team are very nearly all ladies' men, they found it a feat
of impossibility to keep their e\es on the ball. Consequently poor old
Joe Wilcox between the sticks was let down rather badly. When I saw
him that evening he laid his head on my shoulder, and started sobbing
like a badly bent Henry Ford, saying " Jimmie, I couldn't help it."
A few minutes later I overheard a remark to the effect that the Lance
Corporals would not come off so well at the MarbleMatch, to which it was
proposed they should be challenged. I think that Fred Faulkner was
responsible for th^t remark.
On Christmas day the Mess was deserted as everybody had gone
to enjoy themselves with their Companies. But we made up for that by
having a lively time and an impromptu concert on Boxing Day, while
the Sergeants were having their usual festivities. We have now fin
ished the Xmas holidays but there were a few people who have expressed
an earnest desire to have the size of their headdress altered.
On Sunday the 31st December, by way of finishing the year off
in the proper way we had a bit more football, playing against the
Sergeants, in which we won 20.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

1. Who were the two N.C.O.'s who indented for new slacks on
Xmas day ?
2. Who was the Corporal who said he Mustapha Kemal and if not,
he Mustapha Bicycle ?
3. Why did Sgt. Sharpe persist in telling L/C. Perry to miss it ?
4. Why did McLean want Benbow and Ramillies to collide ?
" SCRIBE."

A UNIQUE CEREMONY.

The placing of the Colours of the ls£ Battalion on board H.M.S. " Revenge "
for Safe Custody on 4th November, 1922.

A COMPANY.

This month has been a little more exciting owing to the fight for the
" Harris Shield" in which the Coy. is doing very well. We have won
everything that we have played.
Our first Hockey Match was against " D " Coy. who we beat by 31.
It was a very fast game although our team could not get together
first as they would like to have done. The next team we met was " B "
Coy. This time our team was a little more settled and they played
a good game winning by 10. Our last match in the first round was
against " C " Coy. whom nearly everyone thought would beat us. This
game was one of the best as both sides were out to win. It was a very
fast and clean game all the way through, but we proved too strong
for them and won 2 goals to 0. The Hockey League now stands as
follows:—Played 3, won 3, Drawn 0, Lost 0, goals for 6, Against 1,
Points 6.

Football.

In football we are so far doing just as well, our first game being
against " D " Coy. who we beat by 21.
The next match was against " B " Coy. which was disappointing
as there must have been some misunderstanding about the time of the
Kick off, for at the time laid down " B" Coy. were several men short,
and we were five goals to the good before their team was complete,
but at the same time they played their best and we won bv eight goals
to Nil.
The League now stands:—Played 2, won 2, drawn 0, lost 0, goals
for 10, against 1, points 4.

CHRISTMAS.

The next thing of interest was Xmas which was a most enjoyable
one for all. The Commanding Officer and Officers of the Battallion
paid their usual visit to all Companies and the Health of all present
and absent was drunk.
Much praise must be given to Sergt. Williams and committee for the
way everything was carried out, It was an excellent show all the way
through. In the evening a concert was arranged and the talent came
forward at the first time of asking. Pte. Priestley kindly obliged at the
Piano.
Col. Lucas and officers of the Coy. paid us a visit, and before they left
the usual old Chorus was sung ("For they are Jolly good fellows," )
which every one present let go with his utmost.
We must not forget to mention the fact that in Sergt. Williams
we have not only a good Hockey and Football player and Cross country
runner but also one who can always give a good song on the stage.

BOXING DAY.

On Boxing Day a sixaside football match was arranged from each
platoon throughout the Battalion. No. 2 Platoon making the best show
for the Coy. as they reached the Semifinal, where they lost after a good
hard game. (Better luck next time No. 2).
The Coy. were very pleased with the Polo display given by the
members of the Sergeants' Mess against the transport and in the manner
B. M. Elvin handled his charger (a Mule).
On the 231222 there was an inter platoon competition for the best
turned out Platoon,the winners being the M.G. Platoon ; No. 3 Platoon
under Sergt. Burville tied with a Platoon of " C" Coy. for 2nd place,
but owing to " C " Coy. having three more men than us the preference
was given to them and they took 2nd place.

(Continued on next page).

Christmas with the 1st Battalion in Anatolia, 1922.
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1st Battalion— Continued.
CROSS COUNTRY RUNNING.

On 5123 the Inter Coy. Cross Country run came off and a large
number competed. In the 2nd Battalion draft we have found some
dark horses. The Coy. did well and won it in fine style with total points
of 86, " B " Coy. coming next to us with 142 Points. Congratulations
to Pte. Marsh on being the first man home and to Cpl. Meakins third.
This gives us two clear points towards the " Harris Shield." The
Battalion team is now in training for. the Brigade run that comes off
Saturday next.
Order in which our team come in :—1st, Pte. Marsh, 3rd, Cpl. Meakin
6th, Captain Frsell, 9th, L/Cpl. Watts, 10th, Pte. Ringe, 14th, Pte.
Coggin, 19th, Cpl. West, 22nd, Pte. Cornwall.
Durng the weekend I paid a visit to No. 4 Platoon who are some
twenty miles away from us, guarding the Railway Officials at the
Stations of Pendik, Touzla and Guebzeh ; Guebzeh marks the boundary of
the Neutra zone and our men are next door to the Kemelist; I was
greatly struck with the uniform worn by them which is anything but
a uniform. Boots, I should think, are a thing of the past, for they have
sacking bound round their feet in nearly every case. Their Officers are
dressed a good deal better, and in some cases look very neat, their trans
port is anything from a donkey to a camel.

Things we want to know.

Who is the LanceCorporal in the Coy. who has lost his /identifica
tion disc.
TOTS.

B COMPANY.

We have lately managed to find time to play a few friendly games of
soccer with our friends the " Gunners." After the Harris Shield Foot
ball Match with " C " Company both Companies wound up the day
with a "Smoker," which was fully appreciated by all, especially as
C.S.M. Barrell had two of his namesakes in. (Mighty hefty " fellars "
they were too).
Xmas Day was celebrated in a true British fashion. Thanks to the
Committee we had a right good Xmas which lacked nothing except
" Home." Great credit was due to Ptes. Allen and Tan ton for the
artistic way the dining hall was decorated.
Our Q.M. was the victim of an unintentional joke whilst in search of
the turkey. Upon enquiring of a Turk if he had any turkeys for sale,
he was tola to call back in an hour's time. Our Q.M. called again and
found a Turkish Bath awaiting him. To avoid further incidents of a
similar kind, he is now studying the Turkish language.
On December 18th Pte. F. Chappell left us for discharge and Pte. S.
Rye transfers to the Reserve. Our best wishes for both went with
them, and from some, a certain amount of envy.

C COMPANY.

To give a detailed account of the " Champion Company's" frolics
during the past month would be to ask the Fditor to devote the whole of
his book to us, so I must be satisfied in giving only a brief outline of our
exploits "In the Field " and on the sports' ground.

FOOTBALL.

On the 15th of the month we met " B " Coy. in the Harris Shield.
After a very good start and a lead of 20 at the close of the first half,
our opponents gave us mustard and at the close of play the score stood
at 22. We thus had to share the two points towards the shield. On
the 19th inst. we suffered a bad defeat at the hands and rather feet of the
79th Battery, R.F.A., who beat us by 6 goals to 0. On the evening of the
15th a good concert was arranged in conjunction with " B " Coy., and
a great success, it turned out to be.
As it was a farewell to C.Q.M.S. Manning a great crowd had to be
accommodated, and great credit is due to theorganisers—C.S.M. Barrell
and C.Q.M.S Burt, for the efficient way in which the whole show was
run. Amongst other famous turns our old friend " Mossy " accompanied
by the " Professor " on the tune box gave us pains in the side with his
famous " Italiano."
" Our Snowey" obliged with "It's the poor that helps the poor " and
was cheered to the echo.
On the 21st inst. "Snowey" left us to embark on the H.M.T.
Huntsend en route for Fngland.
Nearly all the Battalion turned out to cheer him on his way and as
the Band played the renowned " Auld Lang Syne" the cheers were
loud enough to wake the policeman on his beat!
On Saturday, December 23rd, an InterPlatoon "turn out" com
petition was held and we must congratulate Sgt. Somers and No. 10
platoon for obtaining 2nd place, and we believe they were not very far
behind the M.G.'s platoon who took 1st place,
Christmas Day was a glorious day for every member of the Coy.
The Mess hut was tastefully decorated under the supervision of the
Christmas committee who we must heartily congratuate on winning
the 1st prize for best decorated hut. At 13.00 hrs. every man was at
his place. At 13.15 hours Lt.Col McDouall accompanied by his staff
entered the Mess Hut.
After admiring the decorations he made a short speech wishing us
all the very best of times during Christmas and the coming year and
then toasted " The Champion Company"
C.S.M. Barrell replied and all the company rose as one man to drink
the toast of " The Commanding Officer," and then as the pianist struck
up " He's a jolly good fellow" every man joined in until the roof of the
hut seemed to shake.
Whilst we fed, our Company officers entertained us with stories of
" Hunting " and songs that touched our hearts.
Was " Winnie" in debt we are now wondering ?
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One Officer—looking rather brown tried to " Americanise " our Coy. !
and nearly succeeded too.
After dinner which finished at 2.30 p.m. we all—or neary all—
adjourned for a sleep—whilst our Sergeants prepared tea for us. Few
troubled about tea but everybody turned up for the concert which was
held in the Mess Hut at 7.30 p.m.
Plenty of talent was supplied both old and new—wet and dry.
Old friends of the Coy. dropped in during the evening and joined
in the festivities with great zeal. We had the unexpected pleasure of
listening to our R.S.M,whogave an excellent rendering of thatworldfamous
ballad—" If it wasn't for your oldfashioned father." Many a fellow
was seen to be doing up his collar as he—the R.S.M.—climbed upon
our improvised stage ! Other old friends that called in during the
evening were Mossy, C.Q.M.S. Burt, B.B. Polkinghorne—and little
Billy Stace—to them all—our best thanks for their assistance.
We are all very sorry to lose Capt. Allen, our late company com
mander and can only wish him every success at the staff college. May
we see him again in the near future.
Lieut. ThorneThorne has recently had his appendix removed
and we understand is now recovering satisfactorily on leave in the U.K.
May he be back soon to help us keep the Harris Shield. Congratulation
on his promotion to Lieutenant.
I should like to know if any of your readers could answer these
questions for me ?
Has Sgt. F. found his platoon yet ?
What is a preserve section ?
Does OUey use Kiwi ?
And last but not least—Are we going to Gibraltar ?
BUNNY.

D COMPANY.

Since our last appearance things have altered considerably. We
look more like a Coy. now that the 2nd Battalion Draft have joined us
and settled down. We were pleased to see several old faces and to our
great pleasure have participated in sports a great deal of late.
Lately we have played several Harris Shield Matches and have just
completed the first half of the League, In this half we did not do so
well as was anticipated but we hope to do better in the next.
The results of the football were :—
Lost to " A " 21.
Lost to " C" 31.
Win against " B " 40.
In the latter match White showed a likelihood of making a good
right half.
The results of the Hockey were more satisfactory, the first match
we lost to "A" Coy. 21, but in the second with a slight alteration
to the team. We beat " C " Company 31 and in the third beat " B "
Company 71.
At Football Drums beat the Signallers, 13 Platoon beat 16 10 and
No. 14 beat 15.
Inter Platoon Matches are again in full swing.
At Cross country running we are doing fairly well, Pte. Chivers and
Olive and several more ran remarkably well, over an ideal cross country
course.
We must not pass over Christmas without passing a vote of thanks
to L/C. Cunningham and Pte. Jenkins, our decorators, who did extremely
well,and the Messstaff including the cooks could not have worked harder,
we were all very grateful to them.
During the day the Commandng Officer visited us, he was received
with hearty greetings especially from Pte. Purton. In the evening we
held a compahy concert, our dear Skipper attended and cast starboard
anchor together with the secondofficer of the watch,owing to heavyseas the
ship began to roll, and the anchor broke loose, We were piloted into
port by C.S.M. Benbow, and the Sgts., after a very enjoyable evening.
BEAVER.

The 1st Battalion has left Constantinople for the River Maritza,
the new frontier of Turkey in Furope, to relieve the North Staffordshire
Regiment.

THF GROOM'S LAMFNT.

S groom to my old
Captain,
I dressed his old nags down.
But since as groom I figured
To an old nag who was
" widdered."
Its' true, or I'll be jiggered
I get those dressings down.

Films Developed and Printed.
B. & W. FISKIVIOORE,
Canterbury.
Kodaks.
Tel. 337.
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The 2nd Battalion.
2nd Bn. The Buffs v. Parsis.
N December 9th and 10th
we played our first match
in the Aden Cricket League, and
won by 150 runs. Lieut. Hoare
(83), Pte. King (34 and 62), and
Lieut. King (45), all batted well,
while Lieut. Lister was the most
successful bowler, taking in all
8 wickets for 51 runs : L/Cpl.
Woods kept wicket very well.
The fielding on both sides was
good.

O

J>

Full scores were :—
2NDQBN. THE BUFFS.
1st Innings.
Pte. Butler, c Vagmahar, b Jilla
Lieut. Lister, b Vagmahar
Sgt. Smith, b Jilla
Lieut. King, st Wadia, b Mody
Lieut. Hoare, b Vagmahar ... *
Pte. King, c Jilla, b Vagmahar
Capt. Rice, lbw, b Vagmahar
L/C. Tutt, b Vagmahar
Pte. Scally, lbw, b Jilla
Capt. Hamilton, b Jilla
L/C. Woods, not out
Fxtras
Total

2nd Innings.
0 run out
...
8 c and b Vagmahar ...
12 b Vagmahar
45 st Wadia, b Marolia
16 b Vagmahar
34 c Vagmahar, b Jilla
0 not out
...
...
0 b Vagmahar
0 b Jilla
q j did not bat
12 *Innings declared closed
127

... 16
... 11
6
...
2
83
... 62
... 11
3
3
...

20

Total (8 wkts.) ... 217

PARSIS.
S. Motishaw, b Lister ...
...
5 c Smith, b Tutt
B. Wadia, c Woods, b Lister ... 23 c King, b Tutt
R. Cooper, b Scally
1 b Scally
H. Wadia, c King, b Smith ... 24 not out
F. N. Mody, b King ...
...
6 b Lister
C. Jilla, b Lister
7 b Tutt
P. Vagmahar, c Scally, b Lister 16 run out
N. H. Marolia, b Scally
... 14 c King, b Tutt
N. N. Dah, c Tutt, b Lister ...
0 b Lister
M. F. Jilla, b Lister
1 b Tutt
F. .S Bamboat, not out
...
4 b Scally
Fxtras
4
Fxtras
Total

r

105

18
22

0

11

111
13
10
14
7

Total

Overheard at the above cricket match :—
Parsis' Scorer: "The score is 101 for 5 wickets."
A.N. Other Parsi : (putting score up on the board) :
Last man—how many ?"
Scorer : " Oh !! Zero !!"
FOOTBALL.

The Aden Football League is now in full swing.
The Battalion, owing to its depletion by the departure
of the draft to Constantinople and the T.X. details to
U.K., has entered two sides—an " A " and " B " team
the former being chosen from A and B Companies and
the latter from C and D Companies.
The results of matches played up to date are 
" A " TEAM
"B"TEAM
v. 13th Pack Battery Draw v. R.A.S.C.
61
11.
v .62 Coy. R.G.A won 2-0
v. E.T.C.
won 2—0 v. E.T.C.
won 2-0
v. 62 Coy. R.G.A. Lost 10
v. R.A.S.C.
won 21

WANTED by the Editor.—Photographs of 2nd
Battaliion Notabilities for the use of our artist.

HOCKFY.

The following matches were played during the month.
December 1th. " B " and " C " Coys. v. E.T.C. 32.
December 8th. Officers, The Buffs v. Officers,
Sheikh and Khormaksar. 12.
December 22nd. Officers, The Buffs, v. Officers,
Sheikh Othman and Khormaksar. 14.
24/A Officers v. Sergeants. 2—1.
SFRGFANT'S MFSS.

Old Soldiers'—' SHUN' ! !—It's quite true you never die, and you
do not fade away,—judging by the result of the Regimental Sports.
They say that they are " CROCKED " all over, or " too old," " done in,"
etc., etc., and then one comes to the conclusion that they have started
the fading motion.
But seeing is believing, and if I had not been watching points for
some weeks I should have had the shock of my life when seeing one
self styled " OLD GENTLEMAN " at the presentation of prizes go up and
take three Cups and a medal. Another " Mellins Food for the Aged "
impressionist does 160 to the minute—and brings away another Cup—
which if in keeping with the impression he made in some quarters, he
will (being in the " BADGHER" stage) present to his Grandson.
By this time I felt ready for anything, but I nearly collapsed when the
STICKEY KING, who has got a VERY bad knee, answered to " Sgts. Handi
cap—3rd"—and he was " blowing his horn " in the Army when I was
on rusks !!
Oh yes ! this ring craft has contaminated all ranks this year, and
inspires me to say

(I.)

Heigho! Old Sweats
4Tis now you're lame
A false impression
You'd create
To upset bets—
I know your game.
(II.)
By devious Routes—with eyes alert
The range you " make it," all the same
And round you go—Perhaps poor show
Then furtive looks—we know your game.
(III.)
Those wrapped up slippers
Bring you covert fame
Don't get alarmed at others' form
And worry not, they know your game.
(IV.)
All is over—Prizes given
You look content, no trace of shame
Don't say " We've finished Sport!"
" Too Old—Toe Crocked"—And
Steady Now ! All know your game.
I will not dwell on the sports but must add that owing to the splendid
organization, for which Lt.Col. Potter was responsible, and the keen
competition especially among the " OLD GENTLEMEN" (one of whom,
as predicted in last month's notes, got his opponent down and out)
they were an absolute success. Good, the 44 old Soldier," you are an
example of Physical Fitness that the youngsters would do well to copy.
It is Christmas Fve, and dark work is afoot. The R.S.M. is collecting
a Band of Carol Singers—a short rehearsal—then away into the dark
ness. First call, Lt. Col. Bright, and with the caution '' mind the wire !''
we advanced in Columns of Lumps and reached our objective.
Leading Chorister Andrews led the very husky, lusty singing. The
programme finished, our victim appeared, and said '' Oh !—its HORRIBLE
Sgt.Major, but the grip of the hand as he wished us good night belied
his words.
Second Call, the Officers' Mess—here our vocal efforts were appreci
ated as no look of internal pain was visible on our enraptured listeners'
faces. After "SNIFTERS," and compliments, we advanced once more.
" Sh !—the Qr.Mr. Next!" is the word that is passed down the
line, but as we approach our prey they " doused the glim " in the bun
galow, and adopted "Safety first"
measures, thus being spared,
unconsciously, much pain.
Then up spake one old soldier, " let us to the Bank go," and the
said old soldier, Sgt. Deeks told us he knew the way as he so often cashed
cheques there. On putting the "Kick Start" on our vocal chords,
a crowd commenced to gather and they seemed to enjoy it. Hark !
a voice from the verandah above says " Don't go away—COME UP," well
" only a dream."
We escaladed to regions above and became seated, and amid com
pliments aptly paid on behalf of us all, by our worthy leading Chorister
to Mr. and Mrs. Gowan (the Manager and his Wife) we " whetted " the
occasion. Our Noted Artists, S.Instr. Redshaw, C.S.M. Upson, Sgt.
Deeks, Sgt. Smith, and the Admiral, Sgt. Ross contributed some good
numbers which were appreciated.
It was a splendid reception, and the outstanding feature was the
ready wit displayed by one who ' got us down " every time by a ready
answer, and if this meets your eye Madam please accept our humble
admiration—you deserved the last word and we look upon you as a
worthy emancipator of your Sex.

THE DRAGON
Onward once more with STURDY ? legs and a halt is called for the
purpose of raiding.
We carried this out successfully and surprised them. Though our
hosts were in pyjamas they 44 done us great," and we departed feeling
that carolling in foreign parts helps to foster the " Love of Country "
feeling.
Our final stage was reached, to wit the 41st Dogras Officers' Mess,
and were there warmly welcomed
Healths were arunk, and the visit
terminated by singing to Major Bignal " Old Soldiers never Die " and
to the junior officers " Young Soldiers wish they would." We returned
to barracks in ECHELON OUTWARDS formation (owing to the darkness),
and all voted it the best carol singing event for years. The cash
proceeds were small, but we had plenty of proceeds in kind.
Boxing Day—oh what a day—it was grand, and'here is the pro
gramme :—

PROGRAMME.

1st Half.
Make way for 44 Music " and followers gay
Now then Buffs listen, Sergeant Dennis holds sway.
A dramatic spasm, the show might enhance
But listen to Leslie and give him a chance.
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In concluding his speech the Colonel said—but there's a "kick in
the old dog yet," and by his appearance one has to agree that there are
a good many left yet.
The evening concluded with each member giving a chorus which
was great fun, the only two to dodge the Column were Sgts. Potter and
Whittingham but we will have them next time.
Affairs have once more resumed their normal course and all are
looking forward to the " big boat"—when—is still a matter of doubt,
but as AVENT sings—WE'RE COMING SOON !
" A.B. 70"

CORPORALS' MESS.

Xmas—1922 ! Our last Xmas abroad for sometime
anyway, and easily the best one we have had since the
2nd Battalion has been abroad this time. Xmas day
was the men's day. Boxing Day was the Sergeants
and the 27th was ours. We had a free night and a
Smoker. The original programme was most ably
arranged by L./Cpl. Martin and was composed of twenty
one turns, but fifteen more were forthcoming later.

0' Dell and Smith have sure got the craze,
Their fine song 44 Smile " will haunt you for days.

PROGRAMME.

1st Half.

SELECTED
Piccolo Solo ...
BD/SGT. BARSETTI.
SONG.
" Cattalina " SGT. SMITH & L/C. LENDRIM.
SONG
Selected ...
L/C. WILSON.
SONG.
" Meanderin "
BDSMN. BENNELL.
SONG
Oh it's a windy night "
PTE. WOOD.
SONG.
" Parson and Me "
L/C. DIAMOND at Piano.
"
The
Spanish
Lover
"
...
L
/C. MARTIN.
SONG.
SONG,
Selected
...
SGT. CORNWELL.
FARCE IN ONE ACT. BDSMN. CARY (Mabel), PTE. WOOD (Percy),
L/C. WILSON (James).
INTERVAL.

'Mick Dewse will now sing to you for a while,
" Drinking" in quite an original style.
"The Buffs are moving Slightly" is what the " Avants" sing about,
That they are moving slightly, there's not the smallest slightest doubt.
Skipper Webb will now appear,
44 No Hair on his Noddle," have no fear.
Cornwell will now indulge in a song,
Respectfully request encores be not long.
44 Flannigan's Band" will be Howards chance,
Let your voices be heard loud and long in France.

14.

A nd now a good time for Liston would be,
Liston quietly, he chortles merrily.
C.Q.M.S. Slender will conclude the 1st half,
Have what song you like, he will make you laugh.
TEN MINUTES TO OVERCOME THE CATERER.

2nd Half.

Sergeant Smith emerges again from his boudoir,
In further selections from his repertoire.
An Officer now perhaps who has been home,
Will sing or tell something from the Hippodrome.
Now listen well to him one and all,
Warner will oblige with a story tall.
R.S.M. Andrews now fills the flowing bowl
Keep your bricks to yourself, he is a poor old soul,
At " Ringeraft" he is a perfect sinner,
But you will admit at the sports he was an easy winner
The 44 Avants " in a Murder will now appear,
An Officer will follow, so please do not clear.
Poor Billy Bigg, an attempt will now make,
He's real good. You make no mistake.
44 Sad Endings" would make one go dotty.
Don't worry, this one is by Roger Barsotti.

11.
13.

*

A nother Officer now appears in the scene
A nd the song that he will sing will be quite serene.
Bill Upson comes along with his 44 Farm Dairy "
Don't look at his feet but at his little Alary.
Now stand up and let your voices ring,
Up to the rafters with 44 GOD SAVE THE KING.'
The dinner was enjoyed by all, and the concert was excellent. The
Colonel, with Lt.Col. H. B. Potter, the Adjutant and several more
officerspaid us a visit. In an appropriate speech the R.S.M. expressed
on behalf of the Members of the Mess their regret that the Colonels
period of Command was shortly to terminate, and the Colonel in a happy
speech a little later was very optimistic. He said that there were " as
good a fish in the sea as had ever been caught, and also he was a great
believer in optimism, giving an example by spinning a tale of two frogs,
One was optimistic the other pessimistic. They fell into a jug of milk
and the latter, in keeping with his name, said 44 We are done for," and
sank, but the former swam round and round 44 by numbers " first, then
" judging the time," and thirdly " carried on with the motion." In
the morning Optimistic, very tired but happy was found seated on a
cake of cheese.

2nd Half.

12. SONG.
SONG.
SONG.

15. SONG.

16. SONG.

TOAST.

"The Jockey"
"Sally"
" Whose Baby are you ? "
" Homeward Bound "
ger a Iittle longer"

44 Lin

L/C. MARTIN.
SGT. SMITH.

L/C. MARTIN &

BDSMN. CARY.
BDSMN. BENNELL.

SGT. SMITH, L/C. LENDRIM & BD. CARY.

" If Winter Comes "
... SGT. CORNWELL.
18.
Selected
L/C. WILSON.
19.
Selected
L/C. DIAMOND at Piano.
20. An interrupted item PTE. WOOD (Barney) & L/C. MARTIN
(Breezy).
44 Hawiian Eyes"
21. FULL CHORUS
17. SONG.
SONG.
SONG.

GOD SAVE THE KING.

SONG.
SONG.
SONG.
SONG.
MONOLOGUE.
SONG.
SONG AT PIANO.
SONG.
SONG.
SONG.

EXTRA TURNS.

Golden Sovereigns "
...
PTE. WOODS.
44 Uncle Joe"
SGT. SMITH.
44 Body in the Bag"
...
L/C: MARTIN.
44 Widdicombe Fair " BDMN. BENNELL & CHORUS.
The Old Sweat's Yarn "
L/CPL. WILSON.
Selected
SGT. CORNWELL.
Selected ...
L/C. DIAMOND.
Lost all ambition in life "
...
L/C. MARTIN.
L/C. LENDRIM.
Selected
PTE. WOODS.
Selected
44

Halfway through the Commanding Officer gave a speech during
which hesaid how proud he was of his junior N.C.O.'s. He also remarked
how he regretted the great number of Cpls. and LanceCpls. the Bat
talion had lost quite recently—some to the 1st Battalion and some to
civilian life. But he was very glad to say that there were some good
N.C.O.'s left with the Battalion. His parable about the two frogs
(described elsewhere. Ed.) Was quite appropriate. He wished us all
a very prosperous New Year and in return three cheers were given and
we didn't forget the 44 tiger."
The C.O. also bade us bear in mind the splendid work done by Capt.
G. R. Howe whilst he was for three years adjutant to Colonel Trevor,
and how ably his work was being carried on by the present Adjutantf
Lt. R. B. Sandilands, M.C. Another thing he said was that not many
battalions in the whole British Army could boast of a Regimental
Sergeant Major who, with twenty years service behind him took part
in four racing events—and come away with three firsts and a second
in one afternoon. A splendid finish to a splendid athletic career.
After this speech the R.S.M. said a few words.
He said that if it had not been for the help and cooperation he had
received from his junior N.C.O.'s he could not have carried out his job
(but I wonder how many of his junior N.C.O.'s could have carried on
without him ? )
After the R.S.M.'s speech the audience proceeded to 44 get in" for
a few minutes, when the curtain went up for the second half.
Thanks are due to the B.A.D.S. Concert Party which made the
evening a thorough success—also to L/Cpl. Martin, and L/Cpl. Diamond
the pianist.
The evening closed with 44 The King" at (as near as one can say)
two a.m. in the morning and everyone went home thoroughly convinced
that it had indeed been a Very Happy Christmas.
(Continued at foot of next page.)

THE REVEREND.

THE DRAGON

M

A Farewell Order.

R. Alfred Stone, late 1315 Pte., C Coy, 2nd Battalion
has sent us the following copy of the Farewell
Order issued at Hong Kong on the 27th Jan. 1884 by
the late Colonel H. Parnall C.B., on relinquishing his
command of the 2nd Battalion.
" Brother Officers and Soldiers of the 2nd Battalion
The Buffs,
The rules of the Service requiring that the Officer
in Command of a Battalion should relinquish that
command at the end of five years, it has now become
my painful task to bid farewell to you with whom I
have been associated for so many years—these twenty
eight and a half, of which twenty four have been
spent in the 2nd Battalion The Buffs.
The Battalion I hand over to my successor has in no way
deteriorated from what it was in the days of Sir Frederick
Maude, and of Sir Charles Pearson, and that in discipline
smartness and espritdecorps you can vie and hold your
own with any Battalion in H.M. Service. In taking
leave and bidding you all farewell, I ask you to grant the
same ready support and cheerful obedience to orders
that you have invariably accorded me. It is that,
and only that, which makes a Commanding Officer's
position at the Head of his Battalion the proudest and
pleasantest position a soldier can obtain.
Though no longer privileged to wear your uniform
believe me, I shall ever take the deepest interest in
everything concerning the welfare of the " Old Buffs,"
Officers and soldiers I wish you all goodbye, and may
good luck and happiness follow you in whatever quarter
of the globe it may be your fortune to be stationed."

rWH»sp&mMi

The Silversmiths of Amara.
1.
2.
3.
4.

THINGS WF WANT TO KNOW.

Who is L/Cpl. Needle ?
How long is the Dido School going to be on the tack ?
Who took " Jock" home ?
Who put the salt in Munn's beer ?

1

" B " COY. NOTFS & NFWS.

Now that the T.X. Details have left us for Home, we
are so few in numbers that there is very little to write
about ; on paper we number roughly 70 ! However,
by carefully watching the Guard Roll, we manage to
get a side together occasionally for a game of Hockey
or Football.
L/Cpl. Robertson, Cpl. Moore, Bdsm. Baker, L/Cpl.
Randall, and Bdsm. Meddle, are playing for the "A "
team in the Aden Football League, and so far all have
justified their selection.
Pte. King still continues to show good form in the
cricket field, and took 34 and 62 in a regimental match
v. The Parsis on December 9th and 10th (full scores will
be found elsewhere).
Congratulations to Sergeant Mannering on being
awarded the Long Service and Good Conduct Medal.

i/wn

a.

CROSS COUNTRY RACF.

The intercompany crosscountry race was run off
on Tuesday, December 12th. The course was from
Khormakrar to the barracks, Crater, 6 miles, and in
cluded the Main Pass, which caused the majority of the
competitors to finish
with " the stitch !" The first
man home was Cpl. Moore, " B " Coy., his time being
29 mins. 7 sees. Order of finishing
:—" A " " B,"
" C," " D," Companies.

LISTENING

IN—

for authentic news of the next Station of the 2nd Battalion.
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The Glorious Buffs.
" SECOND TO NONE " WAR RECORD.

I

(From

Kentish Gazette and Canterbury Press).

N the days of war we became accustomed to the
daily official communiques, meagre in detail and
matteroffact in their wording. Behind each an
nouncement we guessed—rather we knew—that there
was hidden some deed of heroism, some gallant adventure
that was destined perhaps to remain unrevealed until
the guns ceased booming, perhaps to remain for ever
shrouded in the mists of war.
Happily there have survived many tales of hard
fought battle and British tenacity, of deeds of epic
gallantry and noble selfsacrifice. Each regiment added
to traditions already glorious, but surely no regiment
of the British Armies can have a more splendid_ record
that that of our own East Kent Regiment—The 'Buffs ?
In its 350 years of life, it won much glory, but that which
it earned during the four years of the Great War eclipsed
all that had gone before. The regiment more than up
held its proud motto of " Second to None."
Under the title of " Historical Records of the Buffs,
191419," the war history of the famous regiment,
written by Colonel R. S. H. Moody, C.B., has placed
upon permanent record the wonderful story of what the
10 battalions, together with Canadian Buffs and the
second and third lines, accomplished during the war.
This is no dryasdust collection of facts, but a vivid,
human story in simple language. One has only to open
the book at any of the 550 odd pages to see at a glance
the place, date, and battalion whose deeds are recorded
on that page. For instance, " The Battle of the Aisne
1914 " tells the story of how the 1st Battalion entered
the firing line on September 21st, 1914, whilst the'' Second
Battle of Ypres—May 1915," tells of the glorious
resistance of the 2nd Battalion, to whose brigade Sir
John French said in a speech " Your colours have many
famous names emblazoned upon them, but none will
be more famous or more welldeserved than that of the
Second Battle of Ypres." Similarly, we read of the
8th Battalion, going " over the top " to attack Hulluch
within three weeks of its arrival in France ; of Loos ;
of the 5th Battalion's exploits in " Mespot," ; of the
6th and 7th Battalions' fine achievements on the Somme
in the 1916 advance ; of the Salonica experience of the
2nd Battalion ; of the 10th (Kent Yeomanry) Battalion
as " Allenby's boys " in Palestine and later helping in
the final
victorious advance on the Western Front.
Each battalion in turn as time passed by, won fresh
honours and glory.
The story is fascinating—it stirs one's blood and
makes one feel proud to be a Man of Kent, a brother,
as it were, of the " Man of Kent " of the coloured
frontispiece from the wellknown painting by Lady
Butler. No less than 32,000 men passed through the
ranks of the regiment, of whom over 5,000 gave their
lives. The names of the latter are immortalised in the
special appendix. Another appendix setting out the
decorations won by Buffs forms a striking evidence of
the valour of the men who boasted the Dragon as their
badge.
The production of such a war history has, as can be
imagined, entailed an enormous amount of work by
Colonel Moody, and by those associated with him in the
enterprise, notably Major F. W. Tomlinson (Hon.
Secretary, History Committee). By subscriptions and
the collection of advance orders, it has been made
possible to publish the volume at the surprisingly low
price of 7s. 6d.—a price which is within the reach of
all. There must be many who have served, or have
had loved ones who have served tin The Buffs, who
would be only too glad to^secure a copy. The cost,
indeed, practically represents only that of its production.
(<Continued on foot of next column.)

The Past and Present Association.
BY SGT. F. W. POTTER, Hon. Sec.
NOTHER year commencing, and the Association
still going strong.
This year there has been a change in the design of
the Badge for Annual Members. The badge is oblong
in shape, with the same wording as in previous years.
Members will be able to see at a glance 1923 badge from
among the other years badges.
The " LifeMembers " badge remains unchanged.
Members who send Annual subscriptions are reminded
that subscriptions become due on the 1st January
of each year, and do not run twelve months from date
of paying. This method of paying subscriptions from
January of each year is necessary on account of the
issue of Badges. If two years badges were issued for
one subscription, the Association would have to be
run at a loss. A thing no society can afford to do.
Although our membership is large, there is still room
for more, especially among the serving members of the
Regiment.
No Buff should be serving in either
Battalions or the Depot who is not a IVIember of
" The Association of the Past and Present Buffs.''
Now that only exBuffs who are members of the P.
& P. Association can obtain help from the Benevolent
Fund, it is more necessary that all should join before
or after leaving the service.
Just write (if you have left the service) to the Sec.
and enclose your subscription. He will do the rest
for you.
By the time this appears in print, the whole of the
Depot will be members of the Association. What
about the Battalions ?
Have you any that are not members ? If so, send
a roll of the names, with a cheque, and Badges will be
forthcoming. Many of the recruits that left for the
1st Battalion were members last year. Will the Battn.
assist in keeping their membership up, collecting the
1923 subscriptions from them, or better still, make
them as the 2nd Battalion, all Life Members ?
Every
little helps to make success.
As soon as Badges are received from the makers
they will be sent, together with receipts for subscriptions
received, to all concerned.

A

The Glorious Buffs— Continued.
In contrast it may be mentioned that the official History
(vol. 1), with fewer pages, cheaper binding, and no
illustrations, is sold at 21s.
Every effort has been made by verification to make
complete the list of the fallen. Other features of the
history are a second coloured plate depicting the 5th
Battalion taking part in the Recapture of Kut, 12 re
productions of photographs, including one of ruined
Morval (one of Canterbury's adopted French villages)
and 27 maps. An advantage with regard to the latter is
that they fold out, thus enabling the reader to trace
advances, etc., without constantly turning back for
reference.
The book is one which should find an honoured
place in every home and library in East Kent, at least.
A specially bound copy is being prepared for presentation
to His Majesty the King of Denmark, ColonelinChief
of The Buffs.
The history has been published by the Medici Society,
London, and is obtainable only through the sole agents,
Messrs. H. J. Goulden, Ltd., High Street, Canterbury,
at 7s. 6d. net.
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"The Buffs at War in the Indian
Highlands, 1897."
Believed to have been written by Lt. Winston Churchill,
4th Hussars.
SHALL be very
brief in the
description of the
four punitive engage
ments which occupied
the Second Brigade of
the Malakund
Field
Force last week. On
September 18th, Brig
adier General J effreys
marched to attack the
fortified village of Domo
doloh. As the troops
approached the hills,
the fieldglass
displayed the figures
of armed
tribesmen thickly clustered on the different spurs which
commanded the line of advance, and as soon as the
leading infantry came within range a brisk fire was
opened from many points. The Guides Infantry attacked
the centre, the 35th Sikhs the right, and the 38th Dogras
the left of the position. Musketry fire became general.
The mountain battery—reduced by its losses in men
and mules on the 16th to only four guns, came into
action and began shelling the summits, from which
the smokepuffs were most frequent and continuous.
Covered by their fire the infantry advanced, and, driving
the enemy to the tops of the highest peaks, occupied
the village. So far there had been no difficulty and
very little danger. The Sappers accomplished the
destruction of the towers and other fortifications, and,
at 11.30, the order for withdrawal was given. The
moment when it is necessary to retire before an Asiatic
foe is the moment of danger. Imediately^ the firing
increased. Everywhere on the hillsides men appeared,
shouting, shooting, waving their swords. But the
troops who formed the centre, and against whom their
counter attack was directed, were versed in every
phase of frontier warfare. Instead of the misfortunes
which I had witnessed in the retreat of the 35th Sikhs
on the 16th, a beautiful exposition of tactical skill was
presented by the Guides Infantry. Every attempt
to rush was checked by a steady and crushing volley.
Each half company retired protected by the flanking
fire of other units. A few men were left behind on each
position to mask the withdrawal of the rest. Not
a single precaution was forgotten ; not a single oppor
tunity was afforded to the enemy. The result was that
a small loss was the cost of a most important operation.
At the bottom of the hill the Buffs took up the duty
of rearguard, and the deliberate care with which the
fire of that terrible weapon, the LeeMitford, with its
more terrible dumdum bullet, was directed, effectually
checked any pursuit. The whole affair was conducted
with a loss of only two men killed and five wounded :
this in spite of the fact that firing had been continuous
for nearly four hours. Such are the lessons of war !
As long as things are going on all right, as long as For
tune smiles and discipline prevails, few people are
killed. But a slip, an omission, an accident swiftly
expands the casualty list to a very different proportion.
The action of September 20th presented similar features
to those just described. The enemy showed in greater
strength and counterattacked with greater vigour,
but were again met with equal discipline and staunch
ness. The Buffs—who cleared the hills to the right—
bore the brunt of the opposition, and I was afforded the
opportunity of observing that formidable machine—
a British battalion in action. Again the advance was
practically unopposed, again the withdrawal was
pressed with vigour. But the fire of calm, determined
men, led by officers whose composure was only dis
turbed by their elation, held everything at a distance.

X

A somewhat interesting example of the skill with
the rifle to which these tribesmen attain occurred.
Lieutenant J. Hasler's company was a little to the left
of the crest of the spur, along which the retirement
was being executed. Bullets continually passed over
head from the far side, and the Lieutenant walked to
the crest to see* from what direction these were coming.
The half company on this side were having quite a
lively time. Far away up the mountain was a peak,
and from this thirty or forty riflemen were firing. Their
bullets whistled about or struck the rocks and stones all
round. In a few moments two officers and three or
four men were hit. After much careful sighting and
observation with the LeeMetford rifle the distance was
found to be nearly 1,500 yards. Those who know the
range and power of the MartiniHenry rifle—with
which the enemy were firing—will appreciate the skill
which .can inflict loss at so great a distance.
The retirement of the Buffs was a fine display of
discipline and courage. As soon as the troops got clear
of the hills, the enemy began firing from the shelter of
the burning village. The ground was level, and afforded
no cover to the soldiers. The bullets whistled overhead,
or cut, with a curious sucking noise, into the ground,
which was wet with the night's rain. Yet a distant
spectator might have imagined that this was some
parade movement—so slowly did the lines of skirmishers
retire, and so perfect was their dressing. The only
circumstances that seemed to oppose the idea of a drill
ground were the little knots of men carrying off the
wounded, or an occasional group around one who had
just fallen. Although the affair was a small one, an
acute observer might get some glimpse of what Napier
has called " the strength and majesty with which the
British soldier fights."
The Buffs' casualties were three
officers and eleven men, while the total casualties of the
Brigade were sixteen.
Over 600 tribesmen, who had collected in an
adjoining valley, endeavoured to come to, the
assistance of their countrymen in the village.
To do this it was necessary that they, should cross a
little open ground. Eachtime they attempted to do so
the Lancers trotted forward ominously. The terror of
these hillmen for cavalry is extreme. Many of them
had been chased from Khar to Chakdara two months
ago by these same fierce horsemen, and they had no
desire to repeat the experience. Finally they decided
to make a wide detour by the hills, and arrived, of
course, long after the action was over. But for this the
losses must have been very much heavier and the with
drawal of the troops a matter of greatly increased
difficulty.
The line of march on the 22nd lay past the village
of Desemdullah or Bilbot, in which the severe fighting
of the night of the 16th had taken place. In company
with several officers, I rode to look again at the
illfated spot.
It will be remembered that the
bodies of the Mohammedan native soldiers killed
in the fighting
had been buried here. The sight
which was presented to our gaze was horrible and
revolting. The remains had been disinterred and
multilated.
I must, however, invite the reader to consider the
degradation of mind and body which can alone inspire
so foul an act. These tribesmen are among the most
miserable and brutal creatures of the earth. Their
intelligence only enables them to be more cruel, more
dangerous, more destructive than the wild beasts.
Their religion—fanatic though they are—is only re
spected when it incites to bloodshed and murder. Their
habits are filthy ; their morals cannot be alluded to.
With every feeling of respect for that wide sentiment
of human sympathy which characterises a Christian
civilisation, I find it impossible to come to any other
conclusion than that, in proportion as these valleys are
purged from the pernicious vermin that infest them, so
will the happiness of humanity be increased, and the
progress of mankind accelerated.
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B I N G 'S

MINERAL WATERS
As supplied to the leading families of the
neighbourhood, the Officers' Messes, and the
principal Hotels and Clubs

E, BING & SON
Chemists, and Mineral Water
Makers

— CANTERBURY
An Appreciation.
A Country Resident writes :
August 31st, 1922.
Gentlemen,
Please find enclosed cheque for ^14 14s. gd. in settlement of
account due.
Many thanks for the splendid manner in which yon have
always met our requirements.
With all good wishes,
Faithfully yours,

DEPTS.
GROCERY,

MEAT,

1 GLASS, CHINA, 1 TOILET
GOODS
HARDWARE,
SPORTS,
| TOYS, GAMES

1
FINNS STORES

PROVISIONS,
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Phone :—81, Canterbury.

GEORGE BROWNING
BUILDER & CONTRACTOR
ST. GEORGE'S PLACE
CA1TTEBBUBT
Precision
In a man is a result of punctually.
A good wateh will make you punetual.
If you have a good wateh, treasure it,
If not, write to us for particulars
And prices of our precise timekeepers.

Wm. POLLARD
Goldsmith and Silversmith

St. Margaret's Street, Canterbury

53 St. George's Street, Canterbury

E. JARRETT

J. HUNT & SONS

32 PALACE STREET, CANTERBURY

drapers, fIDen's "Iboeters
Ibouse ifurntebere

Greengrocer, Fruiterer,
and Potato Merchant
Families waited on daily

LARGE STOCKS OF
RELIABLE & HIGH CLASS GOODS
AT POPULAR PRICES

ESTABLISHED over 40 YEARS.

1—6 Mercery Lane, CANTERBURY

ST. LAWRENCE LAUNDRY Go. LTD. Portland, Weymouth & District.
OLD DOVER ROAD
CANTERBURY

OFFICERS' WORK A SPECIALITY
INSPECTION INVITED

SUITS DRY CLEANED & PRESSED
EXPEDITIOUSLY & WELL
PHONE—45 CANTERBURY

HOUSE AGENT:—

F. W. FULLER, F.AJ.
61

St. Thomas Street
WEYMOUTH

List of Properties for Sale or to Let,
free on receipt of requirements
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GIBBS & SONS
General printers
42 & 43 PALACE STREET
CANTERBURY
BOOK

and

TYPE

CATALOGUE WORK.

SET

BY

MACHINERY

ESTIMATES

H. & G. SIMONDS, Ltd.
Brewers, Wine & Spirit Merchants

READING
BREWERY,

DEVONPORT

Under same control and Management :—

MACKESON & Co., Ltd., SOUTH BERKS BREWERY Co., Ltd..
Hythe, Kent.
Newbury.
Unrivalled for the Supply of NAVAL and MILITARY
CANTEENS and MESSES

Branch Stores and Offices
ALDERSHOT (Military Branch)
Farnborough Street, Farn
borough, Hants.
BRIGHTON — 4 Castle Square,
and 96 Church Road, Hove.
FARNBOROUGH — (and for
Royal Military and Staff
Colleges, Sandhurst) — Farn
borough Street, Farnborough,
Hants.
HASTINGS—51 Robertson St.
LONDON—32 York Road, Lam
beth, S.E. L
LUDGERSHALL — and for
Andover and Salisbury Plain)
—Tidworth Road.
OXFORD—30 Queen Street and
1 Cowley Road.
PLYMOUTHThe TamarBrew
ery, Devonport, and 6 The
Octagon, Union Street, Ply
mouth (for Exeter & Western
District.
PORTSMOUTH—(and for Gos
port, Isle of Wight, Southern.
District and Channel Islands—
33 Marmion Road, Southsea;
and Railway Station, Land
port.
[Stores.
SALISBURYFishertonBrewery

"§4Te8aCCtsi & designer
64, 66, 68

SHORNCLIFTT5( and for Dover,
Sandgate and South Eastern
District) Mackeson&Co., Ltd.,
The Brewery, Hythe, Kent.
SLOUGH (and for Windsor,
Egham, Datchet, etc )—High
Street, Slough
SWANSEA—43 Orchard Street,
WOKING—(and for Chertsey,
Weybridge,
Walton  on 
Thames, Cobham, Guildford,
Bisley Camp, etc.) 88 Chert
sey Road.
WOOLWICH—(and for Colch
ester, Chatham, Sheerness,
Shoeburyness and Warley)—
51 Artillary Place, S.E., 18.
DUBLIN—41 Wellington Quay.
MALTA—311 Strada Reale and
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 Right
Marina, Valetta.
GIBRALTAR—Alameda.
BRUSSELS — 2325, Rue des
Ateliers, BruxellesMaritime,
Bruxelles.
EGYPT, SOUDAN, PALES
TUTE — Agent: Mr. J. B.
Caffari Military Contractor,
Cairo.
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STREET

H Y T H E , KENT

GIVEN

Established over 120 Years

THE TAMAR

B. NINNES

W.

SAMSON

NEWSAGENT and TOBACCONIST
PERIODICALS

DELIVERED.

9 THE BORO', CANTERBURY.

WILLIAM LEFEVRE, LTD.
Call attention to their departments for

HOUSEHOLD LINEN, DRAPERY,
FURNITURE, FLOOR COVERINGS,
BEDSTEADS and BEDDING
AND

COSTUMES, BLOUSES, MILLINERY
AND

Everything for Ladies' & Children's wear
There is a larger variety at lower
prices to be seen in the shops and
windows of William Lefevre, Ltd. in
Guildhall Street and Sun Street.
All prices are invariably the keenest
in the district and the courtesy and
attention given to customers by our
excellent staff make shopping here a
p l e a s u r e
.
.
.
.

Patterns, Quotations and Estimates are gladly sent
to enquirers. Carriage is paid on all goods and post
orders have very careful attention

WILLIAM LEFEVftE, LTD
Guildhall & Sun St., Canterbury
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(By a Master Mind on Military
Matters of Moment).
SICK,

LAME

AND

LAZY.

T is a wellknown fact that
old soldiers, in common with
donkeys and Quartermasters, never
die, but the necessity for steering
clear of Military Hospitals if one
would achieve this immortality does not enjoy anything
like the same amount of publicity.
The need for this proviso rests on the fact that only
the most robust and healthy constitutions can hope
to withstand the rigours of the Spartan life led within
the walls of the institution in question.
It is thus
decidedly rash to contemplate a sojourn with the R.A.M.C.
as a patient unless one is in the pink of condition.
This appears to be tolerably well known, as practically
all men who apply for admission are bubbling over with
health and high spirits, and rarely have anything wrong
with them.
Any Army Doctor will tell you the same.
It is in connection with Military Hospitals that
the term " patient," as applied to a sick man, has its
greatest significance. He has to be !
|gjTo secure admittance the normal procedure is as
follows :—
(а) The day selected for the escapade should prefer
ably be a day on which duties are most heavy.
This wiil reduce the number of men available to
do them, and so ensure less confusion of thought
in the minds of those whose work it is to choose
men for duty.
(б) Inform the Orderly Sergeant that you wish to
" go sick."
(c) Listen while he informs you as to where you ought
to go.
(d) On proceeding to hospital take with you your
small Kit, if any, but make a point of forgetting
something. Anything will do, except your knife,
fork, or spoon.
(e) £ On arrival, look sorry for yourself. Nobody else
will.
What follows the interview with the doctor depends
of course, upon your state of health. If for instance,
you have been eating poisoned chocolates, Army duff,
or N.A.A.F.I. salmon, you will be taken in, but remember
that the doctor never will be, unless you are able to
prove to his satisfaction that at least one of your feet is
in the grave.
I once heard a very ignorant man affirm that
R.A.M.C. stands for " Rob all my Comrades." But this
of course, is far from the truth, and I could never under
stand why he should have mentioned only his comrades
in the indictment.
We are all acquainted of course, with the wellknown
letters M.D., which follow the name of the Civilian
medico. It seems a pity that the Army Doctor is not
allowed the same privilege, seeing that for w^ant of a
better place he invariably conceived a great fondness
for writing it in the " Remarks " Column on the Daily
Sick Report, to the consternation of those seeking sanc
tuary within his domain.
A word of praise must be afforded, however, for the
effectiveness and general good quality of Army Medicines.
We are vastly better off in this respect than, for instance,
the French Soldier, for our celebrated Number Nine
is said to be quite as powerful as the equally famous
French Seventyfive.
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The soldier patients' health is always jealously
guarded, and nothing demonstrates this more effectively
than the lengths to which the hospital staff will go to
stop him overeating himself. This is no hardship to
the man who never does, but it certainly has the effect of
making the glutton feel as blue as the uniform he is for
the time being, wearing. It should also be remembered
that a loaf is better even if you have only a little bread.
On the whole, however, the Military Hospital differs
but little from its civilian prototype. One difference
in particular, however, is well worth)7" of note. The
Civilian Hospital is as a rule supported by voluntary
Contributions, while the Military one of course obtains
its revenue by contributions from payers of income
tax, which cannot by the wildest stretch of the
imagination be called voluntary.
Military Hospitals like all others, have their epidemics,
Many cases, for instance, of Gastric Ulster are at present
to be found in them, while during the few days immedi
ately following a General's Inspection the number of
cases of housemaid's knee dealt with assumes alarming
proportions.
Cases of swelling of the uppermost parts of the bodies
of newlymade lancecorporals show a consistent fre
quency, while the liberal issue of chicken broth by the
medical authorities seems to have driven chicken pox
from the Army altogether, the broth doubtless acting
in a like manner to vaccine. One good point about
Military Hospitals is that they are never allowed to be
dull. Each patient on admittance is issued with a few
rags and a tin of Bluebell, and from his first day on
wards he is continually engaged in brightening things up.

To go away to Dock when well
May not, or may be wrong.
'Tis certain though, that you'll be sick
Before you've been there long.

REVILO.

Give it a rest !
OOKED at through a microscope, the edge of a
razor is seen to consist of a number of tiny saw
like teeth. These constitute its sharpness. The metal
of these teeth—with, of course, the rest of the blade—
is composed, scientifically speaking of infinitesimal
molecules, each lying in a perfectly definite arrangement.
This arrangement is disturbed by prolonged use, and
we say that the metal has " become tired."
What really happens is that the molecules at the
top of the teeth are lying " any way " and therefore
won't cut. We have then to shave with the bottom
of the teeth, when we say that the razor " pulls."
Stropping is an attempt to restore the arrangement
of the molecules, but when even this fails, a week or
so's rest will work wonders, particularly if the razor be
laid north and south. The magnetic pull rearranges the
metal of the molecules, and our razor, its teeth again in
order, once more " cuts."
Should you decide to try this experiment, however,
it will not be accepted as an excuse for going on parade
unshaven.

L

CONDEMNED !

As evidence, at Tottenham Court today, of a man s
honesty, it was mentioned that he had been a quarter
mastersergeant in the Army !

Evening Standard.

B. &. W. FISKMOORE,
High Class Photographers,
Canterbury.
Tel. 337.
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The Theory of Flight.

I

BY MAJOR G. A. E. CHAPMAN.

T is with apprehension that I attempt an article
on this subject as my literary assets are not such
as will altogether avoid technicalities. It is with diffi
dence that I do so as I realise there are likely to be
among your readers pilots of considerable more ex
perience than myself. I know, however, that aeroplanes
are now taken so universally as "a matter of course "
that few people stop to consider " Why does an Aero
plane fly." It is my hope to be able to supply in the
following lines an acceptable reply.
P.T.R. (Q. +D) == H.F.
v
Will you take the above formula as an aid to your
memory and as a starting point for my explanation.
To put this formula into the form of a sentence I would
have you accept as a blind fact that " given a machine
with sufficient Power to produce enough Thrust to
cause Reaction sufficient to overcome Gravity and
Drift it may be maintained in Horizontal Flight." Let
me introduce you to these gentlemen (P.T.R. etc.) in
turn :—
Power, produced by an engine. Everyone knows
something these days, of that Thrust. The engine
causes the propellor to screw itself into the air at such
a speed that it thrusts its way forward dragging the
machine to which it is attached with it. Reaction
(a gentleman of superimportance and great subtlety,
so study him closely). If in your tub you move your
hand sharply and edgeways on through the water
(you have thereby supplied Power and Thrust) and you
deflect the palm upwards out of the horizontal you will
notice the strong. incHnation of your hand to follow
the direction of deflection. This inclination is caused
by our friend Reaction, i.e. the effect caused by a sur
face inclined to the direction of motion piressing against
the water and (more especially) fleeing from the water
behind (in the case of an Aeroplane wing it is interesting
to know that 2/3 of Lift is produced by suction on the
upper surface). Reaction is a dualpersonality in that
he has two component parts
Lift typifying his desire
to rise and so to overcome Gravity and Drift which is
his great handicap in life. In these two (Gravity and
Drift) we have two archenemies. The first, gravity,
is a universal acquaintance but Drift is likely to be
misleading. In this instance he is not to be mistaken
with a person of similar name who is associated with or
caused by a side wind—they are in no way connected.
The gentleman before us now represents Air Resistance
against any portion of our machine.
At this stage—Reaction having overcome Gravity
with its lifting power and Drift being counteracted by
our Engine thrusting us forward in spite of head re
sistance, we are in the air and can maintain ourselves in
Horizontal Plight until
...but that's another story.
I would now have you know Mr. X who has for
years experimented with engineless 'planes. He is
just now in a particularly happy frame of mind as he
has become the possessor of a modern aeroengine and
the possibility of the foregoing principles of Plight
have been pointed out to him. He is " at one " with Mr
Barber, A.P.A.&.S. who states "A tea tray can be made
to fly if one slaps on power enough," but also being a keen
advocate of efficiency, he sets himself to consider how
tp better the situation against our enemies Gravity and
Drift. He realises very little can be done by an increase
of power as that necessitates a heavier engine and
consequently plays straight into the hands of Gravity,
but by making experiments with a board moved broad
side on in a cone of smoke and observing the behaviour
of the smoke round and about the board, he hits upon
streamlining," i.e., he shapes everything to cut its
way through the air, but more particularly he adds
packing in rear to obviate the dragging properties of

a vacuum. In this way he minimises Drift consider
ably and incidentally increases the forward speed of
the 'plane and consequently its Lift.
Mr. X now builds his engine into his machine and
in order that Gravity may have no leverage over him
he places his wings (centre of Lift), exactly over the centre
of gravity or point of balance of his machine. The day
of trial arrives, how workmanlike and graceful the
machine looks and how smoothly the engine "ticks
over." With a roar of efficiency the machine streaks
across the ground and up into the air.
Yes ! Mr.
X crashed badly, he comes out of hospital tomorrow,
but he is as keen as ever to fly again. He tells me
in reference' to his accident, that as soon as he had
throttled down with the idea of landing he lost complete
control of the machine—it seemed to slip this way and
that way, sideways, forwards and tailwards, but con
tinuously earthwards just like a fluttering leaf.
During his convalescence he has given much thought
to the controlling of his machine in flight, and I, without
going at all deeply into the matter would try and des
cribe the devices he employed. To begin with, Mr. X
realised he would have something to work upon if he
could be certain his machine, if it had to fall, possessed
an inherent desire to fall always in the same position in
the air. He solved this problem by placing the centre
of gravity of his machine slightly in front of the centre
of Lift so that if his engine ceases to produce Thrust/
gravity will immediately take charge—but in a friendly
fashion—by causing the machine to fall in a dive nose
forwards. This is not so alarming as it sounds, because,
as soon as the aeroplane wings are falling through
the air sufficiently fast, a sufficient amount of Reaction
will be created (in the same way as the Engineproduced
Thrust would create it) and the component part Lift
will overcome Gravity and bring the machine to hori
zontal flight once again—then as flying speed diminishes
Gravity will once more take charge and so it will con
tinue in a series of swoops and soars until the ground
is reached (speaking of an uncontrolled machine). Mr.
X now attaches several controlling "surfaces" to his
machine (up to now the only " surface" we have
considered is a Lifting surface, i.e., Wings). At the
end of the body (fuselage) of his machine he hinges
horizontally a " surface " which he names the Elevator ;
by moving this upwards or downwards during flight he
secures a degree of Reaction from it which will cause
his tail to cock up (if elevator is depressed) and his nose
to go down, and (if elevator is raised) his tail to drop
and his nose to rise. He has hereby solved " Longi
tudinal Stability " or control of any pitching or rearing
tendencies the machine might have, and in the event of
Gravity, overcoming Lift (owing to loss of flying speed),
and so dragging the machine nose first towards the
ground, the Pilot with the aid of his elevator can hold his
machine in such an angle of glide as to just maintain
flying speed, i.e., sufficient Lift to prevent Gravity
taking absolute charge.
To gain Lateral Stability or control of tendencies
to roll, Mr. X has had a surface (called an Aileron)
hinged on to the rear (trailing) edge of each Wing, These
are actuated so as to move the same amount at the same
time but in opposite directibns—if the right one is raised
to create reaction which will tend to force that wing
tip down, the left one will be lowered and will cause the
left wing to rise.
Now any other direction in which the machine
might try and break out of control is immediately
quashed by enemy Drift—in the same way that wind
acting upon the vane of a weathercock keeps it eye
into wind.
There is yet one more controlling surface and I
leave this to the end as it is a secondary one—I refer to
the rudder. This is hinged vertically to the tail of the
machine, and as it is swung over to the right onto the
(Continued at foot of next column).
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Mutt and Jeff get a new suit.
MY KHAKI'S A $\T\
THR£RP6BR£ . effect]

Wedding.
The marriage took place at St. Peter's and Paul's
Church, Saltwood, on 17th J anuary, between Lieutenant
Cecil Arthur Winch, (4th Battalion), son of Mr. Frederick
Winch, of Cranbrook, and the late Mrs. Winch, and
Dorothie May, only daughter of the Rev. A. G. and
Mrs. Kealy, of Stone close Maltby, Yorks. The cere
mony was performed by the Rev. B. F. Browning
(uncle of the bridegroom), assisted by Canon Galpin
(Vicar of the parish) and the Rev. B. V. F. Bracken
bury (brotherinlaw).
Major Burns acted as best man. The reception was
held in the Village Hall and later in the day the happy
pair left in their own car for the South of England.
Shooting Challenge Cups.
Major G. H. Wheler, brother of the M.P. for Faver
sham, has revived his proposal that the Kent Association
should present challenge cups to the Buffs and West
Kents, for competitive shooting in their respective
regiments. The matter is receiving attention.
The Theory of Flight—Continued.
left so it offers a better "grip" for our enemy Drift,
who on getting his chance pushes the machine's tail
away from the direction in which the rudder is turned.
It is used to " nose " the machine into the wind and in
making turns, but in the latter case strictly as an adjunct
to the effect of using the ailerons when " banking."
There is a great deal more I might say and doubtless
a good deal I should have included to express myself
clearer, but I know I shall have taken more than a fair
share of your valuable space, so I refrain from drivelling
on and hope what I have written may throw a little
" light."

The Army Encyclopaedia (Continued)
COMPILED BY PROFESSOR NUTTALLTHARE.
ODD (NUMBERS).—Those men in the ranks that
stand still when they form fours.
OFFICE (COMPANY).—A private room in bar
racks set apart for dealing, among other things, with
those matters which are not always to a soldier's " credit,"
including in their scope " charges" both from the Q.M.
Stores and the M.F. Police.
While, however, the men concerned with the latter
usually get C.B., those connected with the former have
their C.B. (Cash Balance) taken away from them.
OFFICER :—
(Regimental).—One who does Orderly Dog.
(Veterinary).—One who sometimes "does for a
disorderly dog.
(.Relieving).—One who unfortunately often has
to do for a lame dog.
(Flying).—One who frequently wags his tail.
(Dental).—One who is not adverse to showing his
teeth.
(Engineer).—One to whom distemper comes as
a matter of course.
(Inspecting).—One who causes many growls,
especially among the Terriers.
(Artillery).—One who specialises in (Pom)rpoms.
(Education).—One who, confronted with a very
naughty child, must often feel tempted to whippet.
OPTIMIST.—A man who purchases a railway ticket
on the day previous to putting in a week end pass.
ORDERLY SERGEANT.—The N.C.O. deputed
to make out Daily Detail. He is often the only one who
is able to " make it out."
OUTER.—That into which bad ammunition often
turns a potential bullseye.
PARADE.—A ceremony on which hair and words
of Command always have to be cut short.
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Pick of the Basket.
OLD SALOPIANS.
Sir,
The following is a list of Old Salopians who served
in the Buffs during the war :—
Major C. P. Lloyd ; Captains A. K. Harvey James*,
S. L. P. Barker, G. Pemberton and C. C. Stanfield* ;
Lieut. P. R. Tudor Owen; 2/Lieut. J. H. Parry;
Privates H. G. and W. E. Salt.
Those marked with a star lost their lives.
Perhaps some of your readers may be able to supply
some names of older Buffs who were at Shrewsbury.
Yrs. faithfully,
O.S.
WORK WANTED.
Dear Sir,
I am writing to ask you, if you could do me a favour.
I will not waste your time, so will come straight to the
point.
.
I wanted to know if .there is a job of any description
going abroad, or if you could put me on to any job. I do
not mind what kind it is, or where.
I often read in The Dragon of old Buffs who are liv
ing abroad, and I was wondering if one of them would
help another old Buff.
Believe me to be,
Sir,
Yours very respectfully,
GEORGE WYLDE.
(Late 6279164 Pte. G. Wylde, 2nd Buffs).
[Can any reader assist ? Ed.}
AND MORE YET.
Dear Sir,
I should be obliged if you would put a notice in the
next issue of The Dragon referring to a deserving case
of one B. Barnard who is now at the Gordon Road
Institution, 22 Gordon Road, Peckham, London, S.E.
15, out of work and in reduced circumstances. His wife
and two children were also at the Institution, but have
now been allowed to leave it in order to get work. Bar
nard was originally in the 3rd Battalion, but fought
with the 6th Battalion with whom he was wounded and
made a Prisoner of War (19171918). Before the war
he was a horse breaker, and he would be very grateful
for a job as a groom now.
Yours faithfully,
ALBERT J. PEARETH, Captain.
Hon. Sec.
[We would be grateful to hear from any reader who can
help. Ed.}
Dear Sir,
Many thanks for January's issue received. I am
enclosing four shillings for half year ;" I like the paper
very much ; I have received my " History of The Buffs "
19141919, and am very pleased with it indeed; I, as
recently as last October visited some of the old 7th
Battalion's battle grounds ; I am sorry to say that the
villages of Cherisy and Monchy Le Preux are not rebuilt
yet. There was plenty of the usual mud about. One
gained a very splendid view from Monchy, with the
naked eye of the surrounding villages on the day we
visited it, even though it poured with rain all the morn
ing. Then old King Sol shone out and gave us a splendid
view. One did not wonder after that why the good old
7th and the 18th Division got such a hot time on the
morning of May the 3rd, 1917. One of your plates of the
" Man of Kent" when framed, will adorn the walls of
the Service Men's Institute here.
I am,
Yours faithfully,
ERNEST G. CARRIER.

Dear Sir,
In your issue for January,. 1923, article " Life in
Shanghai " A.G.N, states that he is the only specimen
of the noble breed in that quarter.
Might I hasten to correct him, and say that there are
two others there, viz.—H. E. Potter, late 2nd Bn. The
Buffs, J. H. Potter, late 1st Bn. The Buffs.
They are both in the Maratine Customs, and would,
I feel sure, be only too glad to make the acquaintance
of any of the old boys that may be there also. The
Chinese Custom Club will be the place to find them at
any time.
I cannot write your correspondent as I have not his
name.
I am,
Yours truly,
F. W. POTTER, Sgt.
Dear Editor,
Enclosed card forwarded for Golf Competition,
General Lynden Bell.
As a suggestion, when scores and handicap are noticed
I think the " Bogey " of the course should be added.
Will give one a better idea of the play.
Yours sincerely,
G. BRADLEY DYNE.
Sir,
I notice in your January issue a lady asks for a
Dragon of 1878 containing an account of Col. Talbot
Ashly Cox. I think it will be difficult to find a copy of
such an ancient date, but as I was serving under him
during the. whole period of his command of the 1st
Battalion I think I can tell her most of what the copy of
'78 would contain.
The Colonel joined us in Sitapur in 1872 and took
over command from Col. Gardner. He (Col. Cox)
had been the year before 1871 one of the British Military
Attaches with the Prussian Forces in France, afrd our
training from the time he joined us was based upon
his experiences in that campaign. This was not his only
experience of warfare for he was a Crimean officer and
wore the Crimean and Turkish Medals, a Turkish Order
and the China Medal 1860. He was in command in
Calcutta in 1876 when King Edward VII., as Prince of
Wales came there. Col. Mark Walker, V.C., his second
in command, left us here to command the 89th Regiment
in Burmah.
During the latter part of the time we were in Calcutta,
the Colonel was lame from some cause, and I think his
lameness continued until the time of his death in
Cawnpore in 1877. I was in Cawnpore again in '88 and
went to the cemetery to see his tombstone with his
helmet and sword in marble on the top. I am unable
to give further details, as I was a private soldier at that
time and had no opportunity of knowing anything
beyond what is here stated.
I may add that he raised the general standard of
efficiency of the battalion (especially in musketry)
during the five years he was in command. When he
joined us in '72 there were many Crimean N.C.O.'s
and men in the Battalion who had served at Sebastopol
with him, when he died there was not another of any rank
left wearing the Crimean medals.
Colonel Morley succeeded him in the command.
Physically, Col. Cox was about five feet five and slight,
but all energy. He died, so we were told, of abscess of
liver.
J. BENNELL.
Every Little Helps.
TF you do not keep your Dragons for binding or future
reference, we would like you to pass on each number,
when you have finished with it, to another, whom you think
might be interested ; or, failing thai, to return it to us to
enable us to do this for you.
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WALTER MACK

Can't You Get a House?

GENERAL DEALER,

Are you looking for
Accommodation P

BAKER, CONFECTIONER, &c.
PURVEYOR OF BULLEYES,
TOFFEE APPLES ON STICKS,
AND OTHER HARD LINES
Flag Agent for many years to H.M. Lancers
ALL

KINDS

OF

JAMS

IN

STOCK

Marksmen made to order, and Third Class Shots
made to do poking drill
Come to his Salano Range and see a fine sight
Purveyor of silver and wooden spoons, under
the distinguished patronage of members
of the Sergeants' Mess
Firing Expert with openair Ranges and other
Field Practices in Cookery

HE HITS THE MARK FOR EFFICIENCY
T H E R E ! !! ! !
Pay 'Attention'' to your wardrobe

Let R. GRAVE
" t u r n " your trousers, and you will
be able to "stand at ease " anywhere
He can provide a "turnout" that will
"incline" you to come again

HE CAN PATCH UP ANYTHING
But Pay and Mess Books and Family Quarrels

WE HAVE IT RENT FREE!
ALL HOME

COMFORTS!

One of the staff will call you in
the mornings, and put you to bed
at night if necessary.
o
Complaints called for daily.
Those who desert us usually have to return.

o

—

APPLY in person—
BADLOSE & CO.,
Barrackgate,
CANTERBURY.
COME

HERR

AND

HEAR

KLAIGHTHUN

(The Musician of Note),

And his Band of Merry Airmen
TEARING

RAGTIME.

Come and see his
Renowned

KneeWaggle.

Come and hear his quaverquiverers on the
Cornet, warranted to clear crowds
in double quick time.
The only rivals feared by the local
SALVATION ARMY.

He puts on stripes at reasonable prices and
will take them off again at a " reduction."

Music supplied in bars or sheets on favourable
Terms.

PYJAMAS PRESSED FOR PRIVATES
But remember when you visit his shop,

Dances livened up :—15/6 per livener.
Savage breasts soothed :— 2/3£ each.
" Crochef'ing done for ladies at a "minim"um
charge of—1d. per piece.

HE'S BUSY
Least said
soonest mended

Hurry up and secure his services now,
as he is shortly taking up
The Washington Post.
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A Canoe Trip.
(by H.C.T.S.)
(Being the first of a Series of incidents in the life
of a W.A.F.F. Officer).
T not in 
frequently
happens that
Buff offic ers,
and to a lesser
extent
Buff
N.C.O.'s, become
seconded for a
period of service
with the West
African Frontier
Force.
Indeed
the history of
" The Coast"
echoes with the
names of many
of our most dis
tinguished senior
offic ers. The
reason that so
many are induced
to leave the regi
ment temporarily
and try their luck
in West Africa,
is in nearly every
case identical,
namely a sadly
depleted exchequer, due to causes which it is unnecessary
for the purposes of this article to enquire into. (It
must be clearly understood of course that these remarks
do not apply to the abovementioned distinguished
officers). The Colonial Office sees fit to remunerate
its servants, considerably better than the other office in
Whitehall, and it is not to be wondered at therefore that
the Crown Colonies of West Africa are a favourite resort
of the impecunious.
It may be of interest to follow one of our subalterns
out there in some of the phases which go to make up his
life.
In Nigeria there are two very big rivers, the Niger
and the Benue, the latter a tributary of the former.
Now one of the battalions of the Nigeria Regiment has
its headquarters at a placecalled Lokoja at the con
fluence of the two. In order to reach the outstations,
some of which are many hundreds of miles away, the
River Benue is much used as a means of communication,
stern wheel steamers being employed during the rains,
and canoes and barges when the river is low in the dry
season.
One sweltering day in April .our worthy receives
his orders to proceed up river the following day by canoe
to join a company stationed on the Benue. He has
got to get busy. Stores have to be bought (if he has
not brought them from England) kit has to be packed,
a cook engaged, and a hundred and one other things
done, quite sufficient to make that day thoroughly
hectic. The following morning, after a final visit to the
orderly room, and a last glass of cold beer in the mess,
our perfectly good subaltern (he is a full lieutenant ;
2nd Lts. don't exist out there ; the morale of the native
won't stand it) sets out for the wharf where the canoe is
waiting. The loads have been sent .down beforehand
and the " staff " have been ordered to have everything
on board by 9.30 a.m. The " Staff " consists of a cook,
or chief robber, a " boy" or servant, who acts as
assistant chief robber, and an orderly who is often not
above suspicion. With luck the loads are all there ;
with less luck they are not. In any case it is a moral
certainty that one of the, staff is missing. It may be

I

that the cook has gone to the market to buy a couple
of undersized squawking chickens for his master's lunch
and dinner, and a lot more things for himself, or that the
" boy " is quarrelling with his mammy because she has
no money to carry on with during her lord's absence.
However, all's well that ends well, and after a more or less
tedious delay the canoe sets forth on her journey.
(To be continued).

Across the Channel.
(From our special Correspondent in Paris).

W

E are not satisfied in Paris with going on the
bust on Christmas eve, but we do it again on
New Year's eve, and to show that two late nights don't
do us any harm, we celebrate the fete des Rois a week
later.
Nelson Reyes was in Paris at Christmas time per
forming at a Cabaret. The French insisted that he
was Harry Lauder and laughed heartily though they
do not understand or appreciate English humour.
These occasions are amongst the few when the Res
taurants and places of amusement are filled
with
Parisians, usually these establishments rely on the
foreigner for custom.
During the last three weeks rain has fallen con
tinuously in Paris, though this did not damp the ardour
of those out to amuse themselves.
We had the usual Allied Conference, but this differed
from the others as the British Representatives had nice
manners and everyone seemed pleased with him even
though he held .different opinions than those held by
the French. It is a pity for the entente that the former
British Government did not hit on the idea of sending
a tactful representative.
The French aernautical exhibition was recently
held in Paris. The machines ranged from a 15 h.p.
monoplane to an aeroplane with two engines of 450 h.p.
capable of taking 24 passengers.
One enterprising Frenchman thought it logical to
go to the exhibition in his monoplane and landed in the
street opposite the main entrance. Curiously enough
no damage was done either to himself or anyone else.
However the local policeman considered that the law
had been broken, so the pilot had to give his name and
address to the arm of the law.
The most interesting invention was a machine which
was so designed that it could rise from the ground and
land vertically. The idea being that the machine will
be used for work with battleships and also the great
advantage that it can land practically anywhere.
M. Poincare obtained an overwhelming majority
after making his speech on the entry of French Troops
into the Ruhr. The communists were the only political
party which objected to this policy. The behaviour
of the labour party in the House of Commons is very
mild when compared with the behaviour of the communists
at the Chambre des Deputes in Paris. During M. Poin
cares speech mentioned above, the " Chambre " had to
be cleared twice in order to prevent a free fight occuring.
On these occasions the sitting is suspended for halfan
hour to give the members time to calm down.
The Speaker has the power to fine a member two or
three months pay if the latter insults another member,
or behaves too badly. Our House of Commons might
very well take the tip from the French.
The French Government further takes very strong
measures when the communists get out of hand. ReT
cently, this party sent representatives to the Ruhr, to
incite the population against the advancing French
troops. The agitators have now been arrested and it
is expected that they will remain the guests of the
government for some considerable time.
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IHE most
im
portant event this
month is the appearance
of the Regimental
History. It was a little
late as a Christmas
present and the members
of the Sergeants' mess
complain that they have
not got their copies yet,
but their patience will be
well rewarded. It is a
volume of absorbing in
terest even at a cursory
glance, and there is no
doubt that a closer study
will fulfil all ex
pectations. One is
amazed at the amount
of detail collected from
all the Battalions, and the history of those who were
away from the main theatre of war in France is welcome
to many of us who were ignorant of the part they were
playing for the Regiment. It is the cheapest seven
andsixpenceworth on the market and should become the
treasured possession of every Buff.
We have at last got the necessary authority for the
R.E. to relay the officers tennis court outside the mess,
but it will not be ready to play on this summer. It
has of course been going for years—the trouble was it
went too fast and. there was no grass left after a months
use.
We wish the Editor a cheeful holiday in the South of
France. He says he is only going to play golf, but I
hope that if he is tempted to the tables he will have a
run of good. luck. The acting Editor nearly lost C.S.M.
Mason from his office this month owing to the shortage
of instructors at the Depot to deal with the continuous
influx of recruits. But he threatened that this month's
issue would, in this event consist of a cover only.
A very substantial balance of about £40 has been
handed over to the Benevolent fund from the proceeds
of the Christmas pantomime. The Padre bought the
scenery for the Institute, but we hear that before the
deal was concluded, the painter had to revisit Baron
von Beavers' palace and provide some winter clothing
for the statuary. Colonel Thewles talks of another
play at Easter, but it is contingent on the arrival of the
2nd Battalion.
The heavy rain has come at last but the scent is no
better in the hunting field. We get a hunt now and
again but the nights have been wild for foxes. The covers
are mighty big and it is hard to get them away. How
ever the best of the season is yet to come. We hope
the C.O. will get a partner to enter for the Army Racquets.
There is not much chance of practice at Canterbury,
but a week at Queen's club might do wonders.
The Sergeants put up a magnificent show to welcome
in the New Year. The gymnasium was gayer than we
have ever seen it. Festoons of evergreens and coloured
streamers combined with paper hats and false noses
gave the hall the appearance of a Covent Garden ball.
We want to know who the diplomat was who approached
the C.O. in the Sergeants' Mess on Christmas Day and
won a holiday for the New Year. It must be admitted
that the Sergeants deserved it as they provided a most
festive evening, and it was day light before some of
the guests returned home.
If every reader of The Dragon wou1d get one
other subscriber, our circulation would exceed 5000.
Will you help us in this way ?

SERGEANTS' MESS NOTES.

Here we are, not a single Note written, and the SubEditor has
been up three times after them. We must record what we have to tell
as briefly as possible, or we shall be too late for inclusion in the February
issue.
Let's see ! Ah, yes, we can start at the very commencement of the
new year and mention what a ripping dance we had on New Year's'
morning. We waited till midnight on 31st December, sang the Old
Year out, and almost immediately started the Dance which lasted till
' reveille. It was quite a novel idea but was appreciated by all, the more
so by us Members as the Commanding Officer had very kindly granted
the Depot a general holiday on January 1st, and that gave us every
chance of recuperating when the Dance ceased at reveille.
The Spoon Shoot for January resulted as follows :—
Silver One. C.S.M. Couchman. Wooden One. Sgt. Emery.
With the Draft which left this morning (Tuesday) to join the 1st
Battalion we lost two of our comrades—C.Q.M.S. Ransley and Sgt.
Briggs. We are all absolutely sorry to lose Percy, who has been with
us so long, and who, by his cheerfulness and general good disposition
has endeared himself to one and all. And while speaking of him, we
might just as well congratulate him now and Mrs. Ransley on the birth
of their second little boy. The little mite is not yet three weeks old,
and Percy's embarkation orders came as one might say at anything
but a convenient moment.
Similarly, congratulations go forth to Mrs. Austen and old " Spud "
on the birth of their second boy. " Spud" has been dining with us
bachelors lately. What an appetite he's got ! Still, he was ever
lastingly craving for some of " Mother's Grub."
Snowie Manning has joined us from the 1st Battalion, and we were
all delighted to see him. He has taken over C.Q.M.S. of "A" Coy.
which Ransley vacated.
Dear old Sam Croucher (by the way his name is Stephen and not
Samuel) is on the point of going to pension. What a heap of luck we
wish him ! So far, we understand, he holds no prospect of employment
and if any reader should know of any billet suitable for a trustworthy
old Non.Com. a word on behalf of Sammy would not be illplaced.
The Billiard tournament for the Major Porter Challenge Cup is
riearing its end, and we can tell you the winner next time. We would
like to see more exmembers enter next year. Snooker is much in
demand in the Mess of late. There are some queer old " Stiffs " we can
tell you. Us young 'uns at the game only look on, for our pay would
not go very far we are afraid if we ventured to take up a cue and have
a cut at it. Mr. Alfred Hargrave (minus the "H" ), our MASTER
Tailor here, although not blessed with the free use of every limb, is
improving apace at Billiards, and won his first game the other evening.
His jubilation knew no bounds, and led to several small "rounds" at
his expense in the Glory Hole. What he doesn't know about Billiards
he makes up for at Euchre. He is, without doubt, the finest " police
man " that ever walked on a blinking beat.
We must stop now. We can hear footsteps on the stairs and are
afraid it is the SubEditor making his fourth visit for our Notes. It
is not him, however. Still he must forgive us this time for any errors
that arise consequent on our having had to write them so hurriedly.
If he doesn't, then he must come and see W.M.S.

NEW YEAR'S EVE AT THE DEPOT.

The Sergeants' Mess is to be congratulated upon the
success which attended their New Year's Eve dance
in the Gymnasium and which was attended by a company
numbering nearly 300. New Year's Eve falling on
Sunday this year it was not possible for dancing to
commence until after midnight. From about 11.30
onwards the guests began to arrive, and invitations had
been sent out to the wives and families of all married
Buffs. At five minutes to midnight the large company
formed up in two circles, and with hands linked, sang
" Auld Lang Syne " on the stroke of twelve.
At one minute past twelve the dance programme
opened with a merry set of lancers, and thereafter
dancing was maintained until 6 o'clock on New Year's
morning.
The gymnasium had been most tastefully decorated
for the occasion, C.S.M. Mason being responsible for the
very effective display, and the duties of M.C. were in
the capable and genial hands of C.S.M. Couchman.
During the evening, two spot waltz prizes, given by
Mr. J. Brook, " Bell " Hotel, (Biscuit Barrel and Shaving
set), were competed for, and were won by Corporal and
Mrs. Driscoll, of the Buffs.
The catering was capably undertaken by the Sergts.'
Mess, and altogether the dance, at which at one stage
over 350 were present, proved one of the most successful
ever held in the Barrack Gymnasium.

Continued on next page.
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CHRISTMAS.

Many of the Depot personalia were able to get leave for Xmas,
and few remained behind, but this did not prevent them having an
enjoyable time.
Seasonable decorations were well carried out, m the Sergeants Mess
by C.S.M. Couchman and in the Dining Hall by C.Q.M.S. Austen.
The men's dinner was splendid and lacked nothing in Xmas fare.
The room was visited by the Commanding Officers (who gave a speech
before departing), and officer of the Depot while operations were in
full progress.
The Officers afterwards adjourned to the Sergeants' Mess, where
toasts were given. Harry Sanger was present to convey Xmas Greet
ings to the Mess from the British Legion whom he represented. To
these R.S.M. Dare suitably replied.

THE CORPORALS' MESS.

A very successful dance was held in the Gymnasium on 12th January.
from 8 p.m. to 2 a.m. A large number of people attended including
many Depot Officers.
The spot waltz prizes (which were given by Mr. Brooks of The Bell
Hotel) were presented by Mrs. Cook, wife of Capt. and Qr.Master T. O.
Cook, of the 1st Battalion, the receipients being Mrs. Reeves, and Cpl.
Bishop, 10th R. Hussars.
Mr. Grant was the winner of the Lucky Number prize.
The Committee, Cpl. Martin (President) ; Cpl. Elliott (Treasurer) ;
Cpl. Collins and L/C. Kirk (Members) and Cpl. Driscoll (M.C.) are to be
congratulated on arranging such a successful evening.

FOOTBALL.

Canterbury Charity Cup—First Round.

Buffs' Depot v. Cedars.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
BIRTHS.

Hubbard.—At Canterbury, on 10/1/23, the wife of
6280376 L/Cpl. S. Hubbard, of a son, Walter Henry.
Lewry.—At Canterbury, on 23/12/22, the wife of
6279027 Pte. A. E. Lewry, of a daughter Hazel Blanche
Norman.—On the 10th Jan., at The Willows, Wickham
breaux, the wife of Major E. C. Norman, The Buffs,
of a son.
Ransley.—At Canterbury, on 1st J anuary, 1923, the wife
of 6280267 C.Sgt. P. Ransley, of a son, Roy Edward
Henry.
MARRIAGES.

Alien—Sloan.—On the 17th Jan., at Row Parish
Church, by the Rev. R. B. Scott, B.D., Minister of the
Parish, assisted by the Rev. A. B. Harper, B.D., of
Kilmun Parish, Captain Eric Hudson Allen, the
Buffs, younger son of Brig.General A. J. Whitacre
Allen, to Agnes Dennistoun, daughter of George
Sloan, Blairbeg, Blairmore, Argyllshire.
Marriott—Purcell.—On December 24th, 1922, at St.
Alphege Church, Canterbury, by the Rector, Rev.
P. A. L. Clarke, Rural Dean, Frank Henry Marriott,
"eldest son of Mr. G. Marriott, of Broad Oak, to Annie
Lily Purcell, eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. H. A.
Purcell, of Canterbury.

There was a goodly crowd when these two teams met in the first
round of the Canterbury Charity Cup. The game was of the typical
cuptie character.
Team : Jones ; Dare and Morgan ; Smith, Hamer and Gilbert;
C. H. Collins, Stocker, Shelton, P. Collins and Mullinger.
From the kickoff we swept down the field and opened the scoring
through Shelton. Almost immediately the Cedars' goal had a narrow
escape, whilst at the other end the civilians, owing to the sticky ground,
were unable to take advantage of an open goal. Shortly afterwards the
Buffs increased the lead through P. Collins, who sent in a terrific shot.
The third, however, was a gift, the goalkeeper being badly at fault in
kicking at the ball from a shot from Shelton. He had plenty of time
to use his hands. The interval arrived with the Buffs having, a sub
stantial three goals' lead—a pretty fair indication of their superiority
on the run of the play.
In the second half play was very often of a kickandrush character,
with the Buffs the more aggressive. Dare, from a free kick, sent in a
beautiful shot which was well saved. Many a time the Buffs were within
an ace of scoring, Towards the end Jones, to whom Fortune was in her
kindest mood, managed to get the ball away from the feet of two Cedars'
forwards in the very goalmouth. With no addition to the score the
Buffs qualified for the second round by a 3—0 win.
The winners owed their victory to superior combination and to
taking advantage of more opportunities than their opponents. As a
team they worked well together. The defence was especially good,
Dare and Morgan making a very safe pair of backs. The halves were
a good line, whilst the forwards showed an excellent understanding,
the centreing being an especial feature.

(Miss Purcell played " Prince Charming " in the
recent Depot Pantomime, while Mr. Marriott acted as
prompter.)

Recruiting has lately been brisk, and many recruits are to be found
every day propelling the leather, as well as indulging in Cross Country
Running. Everything is being done to encourage young talent.

We much regret a misprint in the obituay notice of
Philip Arthur Ravenhill which appeared in our J anuary
number. The last paragraph should, of course, read :—
" As .he grewfolder, life became no easier."

RECRUITS' MONTHLY SHIELD.

This has been won by Sergt. Smith's Section, with C.Q.M.S. Jones'
Section as runners up :—
Events :—Basket Ball, won by Sgt. Smith's Section.
Cross Country Running by Sgt. Smith's Section.
Football won by C.Q.M.S. Jones's Section.
The Events for January Contest will be Football, Cross Country
Running and Wrestling. Keen Competition is expected, owing to the
large number of recruits at the Depot. Of the above, the Cross Country
Running has already taken place, the first six men in being :—
1. Pte. Wells of Sgt. Amos' Section.
2. Pte. Kelly of C.Q.M.S. Jones' Section.
3. Pte. Brace of Cpl. Crawley's Section.
4. Pte. Hawkins of Sgt. Amos' Section.
5. Pte. Jarvis of C.Q.M.S. Jones' Section.
6. Pte. Kirby of CpT. Martin's Section.
As we go to press the Recruits SixaSide Competition is about to
take place, Results will be found in our next issue. Some fun is certain.
No less than 240 have to play !

Picture Framing and Art Depot.
B. & W. FISKMOORE,
Canterbury.
Tel. 337.

Winch—Kealy.—At Saltwood, on 17th January,
Lieut. C. A. Winch, 4th Battalion The Buffs, to
Dorothea May Kealy, of Stone Close, Maltby, Yorks.
SILVER WEDDING.

Read.—At St. Mildred's, Canterbury, on 27th December,
1897, Captain and Mrs. Charles C. Read, late the
Buffs.
DEATHS.

Clements.—At Canterbury on 13th January, William
Clements, late of The Buffs.
Freelove .i—At Canterbury, on 19th December, 1922,
Dorothea Marion, daughter of 6278533 Pte. E. Free
love.
Hulke.—At a nursing home at Watford, on 9th January,
BrigadierGeneral W. B. Hulke, brother of Colonel
L. I. B. Hulke, C.M.G., The Buffs, of septic and
bronchial pneumonia.
OBITUARY.

We want your friends as
Subscribers, but—
If you're friendless and strangers
nibble the bait,

won't

Opportunities still remain rife.
You might rope us in one of your enemies,
And thus make him a good friend for life!
WANTED—The names and addresses of all old
Buffs to enable us to send them a Dragon.
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Military Tailors and Outfitters
Regimental Tailors by appointment to
The Royal Sussex Regiment
The Hampshire Regiment
The Dorset Regiment
The South Lancashire Regiment
The Welch Regiment
The Essex Regiment
The Sherwood Foresters
The Loyal Regiment (North
Lancashire)

The Buffs
The East Yorkshire Regiment
The Royal Scots Fusiliers
The Royal Welch Fusiliers
The South Wales Borderers
The Scottish Rifles
The East Surrey Regiment
The Duke of Wellington's Regiment
The Border Regiment

The Royal Berkshire Regiment
The King's Own Yorks. Light Infantry
The Middlesex Regiment
The Manchester Regiment
York & Lancaster Regiment
The Durham Light Infantry
Royal Ulster Rifles
The London Rifle Brigade

LONDON: 4 NEW BURLINGTON STREET, REGENT STREET, W. 1
WOOLWICH: 5 FRANCES STREET
ALDERSHOT 29 HIGH STREET
CAMBERLEY: 68 & 68A HIGH STREST
JM.

Telephones: 2346 Regent, London; 300 Woolwich;"1 296 Aldershot; 359 Camberley
Telegrams: " Afflighty, London " ; " Flight, Aldershot" ; "Flight, Camberley"

"Quorn Toothpicks" Cigars
(Registered)

A mild cigar with character.

Length 6 ins.

To be obtained only from

J. H. G. HAMILTON

A. GRAHAM & SONS
WINE & SPIRIT MERCHANTS

Wine Merchant
CANTERBURY
TELEPHONE

148

CANTERBURY

CHARLES BARROWS
37 North gate Street
CANTERBURY

Grocery, Provisions, Hardware,
Brushes, etc.
Personal and prompt attention given to all orders.

fllMneral Mater fIDanufacturere
BREWERS AGENTS

MANOR HOUSE

NEW STREET

PORTLAND

WEYMOUTH

Telephone : No. 6.

Telephone : No. 2.
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BHICAJEE

COWASJ EE,

STEAMER POINT and CAMP, ADEN.
ESTABLISHED 1871.

Telegrams:

MILITARY

BHICAJEE,

ADEN.

CONTRACTOR.

The Management of Regimental Canteens and Coffee Shops a speciality.

PROVISIONS

AND

OILMAN

STORES.

Stockist of Wines, Spirits, Ale & Stout of reputed brands.
Sole Agent: Geo. Younger's "Revolver" Bulk Beer.
Perfumery & Patent Medicines
Aerated Waters

Manufacturer.

FURNITURE ON HIRE AT MODERATE CHARGES.
THE

Celebrated
.
"ARMY ALE."

ISOLDIER'S
BEER.

The favourite beer throughout all parts of the Indian Empire.

0|
0|

0)
^

Supplied to the 2nd Battalion THE BUFFS at ADEN by Pallonjee,
Dinshaw & Co., Camp and Steamer Point.
Supplied to the Sergeant's Mess, 1st Battalion THE BUFFS, at
CONSTANTINOPLE by the N.A.A.F.I.

Wm. McEwan & Co., Ltd., Brewers, Edinburgh.

HOLMES

Charles E. Burgess, Proprietor

7 MERCERY LANE, CANTERBURY
HIGH-CLA88 GROCERIES, PROVISIONS
FRENCH and ITALIAN GOODS
Collector and distributor of all the latest and newest
produce brought on to the European Markets at
LONDON STORE) PRICES

FAMILIES WAITED ON — MESS SUPPLIERS

H

OZO" Stops

Headache, Toothache, Neuralgia
and all other nerve pains
6|d. per box of 8 tasteless doses
Proprietors:

WALKER <§> HARRIS, LTD.
Three Boxes
Post Free.

Chemists,

CANTERBURY
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Some Hints for Athletes.

The Run.
HE runner will have pre
viously learnt the general
principles of style in running.
In sprinting, however, the head
and shoulders must be kept
a little more forward than
usual. The head perfectly still,
no facial contortions, no shoulder
movement and little arm move
ment. The legs should not be
allowed to swing back too high
or time  is wasted in bringing
them forward. They should
be, rather, flung out to grip the
ground at each pace, though,
of course, not too far, with toes
pointed straight all the time.
The Finish.
The effort" should be kept up
to five yards or more beyond the finishing point. Many
races are lost through runners easing up when they are
near the tape. The maximum effort should be made
20 to 30 yardsffrom the finish, and it is here that good
training will tell. A kind of superhuman effort should
be made at the point which corresponds to the point at
which the final breath should be taken. After well
passing the tape, the effort to run should cease, but the
runner should continue to run, easing up gradually
in about 20—30 yards. If this is not done the result will
be a jarring of feet and leg bones and shortening of
muscles. When the runner has stopped he should
take several deep breaths, flinging arms wide out at each
breath to increase the lung capacity, also rising on his
toes at each breath. The effect of this is to quieten the
flow of blood and ease the ankle and toe joints.
Breathing.
When in the " On the mark " position breathe natur
ally and freely—if anything, a little deeper than usual
in order to fill the lungs. On the " Get set " position
breathe deep. When the start is made a deep breath
should be taken which will last the runner for some
6070 yards. In the 220 yards breathing should be deep
while running until 30 yards from the tape, when a deep
breath will carry the runner through.
" Preliminary Toddles."
Before running any sprint race always have a toddle
or short burst, i.e., when reaching the starting point
before the race, run about with very short steps for a few
minutes. This will warm up the muscles. Then take
several long strides—this will ease all joints. Then
get on the mark and have a start on your own, running
all out for about 30 yards, breathing deeply. Then
toddle back to the starting point, and you are ready.
If there is any delay, do not stand about—have a toddle
to keep the blood warm and in quick circulation.
" Training " for Sprints.
The question of running the full distance at intervals
is one that rests with the runner. If he is a weak runner,
though fast but with no finish, it is obvious that he
must be pulled out by frequent runs at 120130 yards
for the 100, and 250 yards or more for the 220. If he
is a strong runner and once started can be relied on
for a good finish, it will be found wiser to make him
concentrate on starts and short bursts up to 60 yards or
so. Speed may be improved by trotting and then
sprinting hard. Starts can only be improved by prac
tice. Finishes can be improved by running over the
distance, and by getting another sprinter to start ahead
at 50 or 60 yards when the runner has reached 4550
yards. The effort of trying to catch up, however, must
be carefully watched, and any tendency to lose style by
head or arm and elbow work must be instantly corrected,
or more harm than good will be done.
(Next month " The Quarter and Half Mile.")

This Freedom!
T ET me be free !

T

Away with these bonds,
These soulless, galling conventions,
That stifle to madd'ning impotence
The strength of a man.
Give me this freedom I
Let me end this ceaseless procession—
The city—the home—and the club ;
Give me relief from her who nightly
Greets me with per tears.
Give me this freedom!
A way with this sickening smugness—
This clothing that bites like a vice,
A skin round the loins is sufficient
For the need of the free.
Give me this freedom!
A life in the wilds of the forest,
Where live only Qunning and strength,
And each one takes night for his roaming
And hides in th$ day.
Give me this freedom!
A mate with the heart of a tigress,
To love me or hate at her will,
To dog at my heels in the night time
To guard while I sleep.
Give me this freedom!
Let me fight for food with the wild beasts
With nought but hands for defence,
When an instant may mean my destruction
Or another day's life.
Give me this freedom!
To crush out its life with my fingers,
To tear at its flesh with my teeth ;
She at my side shall watch my surfeit
And await what I leave.
Give me this freedom!
Fierce love, fierce hate—savage intentness—
Let me be free !—Let me—let me—
Thank heav'n for my train to the city
A11 the days of my life !

Enquiry Bureau.

A

READER asks for the present address of 2nd Lieut.
Sterrett, who was in the 8th Battalion in 1916:
Can any other reader oblige us with this ?
No. 53, Pte. G. Geer, late First Battalion, who
belonged to A Company from 1881 onward, asks "Can
you tell me if late Corporal Queen is alright, also late
Corporal Pay, both of old A Company," he also asks
for news of R.S.M. Cheale, and sends us his subscription
like a good Buff. Can any reader give us any of the
information he requires ?

PERSONALIA

We

would like you to
SHORT SKETCHES

help us develop these features
| REMINISCENOES
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The Whippet.
( A short description of a sporting little breed and the possi
bilities of training the dog for racing).
rjpHE great majority of Britishers are doglovers and
1 . there are probably few soldiers who have not owned
a dog at some time or other.
No matter if the dog be a perfect specimen of his breed
or a thorough mongrel he still remains the finest animal
in the Regiment and the best pal in the world in the eyes
of his admiring master.
Each dog has his own special characteristics—he may
be a first class ratter, a champion in the water, a watch
dog that even an expert rifle thief would not face, a
mere " Transport " dog or even an inspector of cook
houses second only to the Quarter Master in the regularity
of his daily visits.
No matter what he is he soon becomes a recognized
member of his company and battalion with an officer
to watch his interests and a pigeon hole in the office
to contain his official description and record.
There is no life to compare with that of the Service to
produce sportsmen and what better and more fitting dog
for a sportsman than the Whippet.
The following short description of the Whippet may
prove of interest to those not familiar with the breed and
it's sporting possibilities.
The Whippet is essentially a racing dog, but he is
nevertheless a faithful companion. His place is on the
track rather than in the barrack room, so in considering
his " points " we must look for those which are most
likely to produce the sprinter.
Generally speaking the Whippet is the smaller brother
of the Greyhound but being smaller in outline his
" works " are necessarily finer
in comparison. His
head is not so long and fine as compared with that of the
Greyhound and the absence of the bulge of the skull
over the eyes would point to the presence of a terrier
strain in the breed. This terrier strain is again notice
able in the tough manner in which the Whippet will
hang on to a rag or piece of rope and this is indeed
an essential part of his training for the course.
To get to the point one cannot do better than quote
the description of the Show Whippet as described by the
Club which looks after the sporting little breed.
Head.—Long and lean, rather wide between the eyes,
and flat at top ; the muzzle finely chiselled,
rather long, and free from bluntness; the
jaws powerful yet clearly cut; the teeth
level and white.
Eyes.—Bright, alert and fiery.
Ears.—Small, fine in texture, and rose shaped. The
natural ear carriage should be in the half
erect position, and not bolt upright, otherwise
known as " prickeared."
Neck.—Long, narrow and rather lean, fairly muscular,
slightly arched and free from throatiness,
and must be well let into the shoulders.
Shoulders.—Oblique and rather muscular, not over
loaded with muscle and fat. The tops of the
shoulder blades should be fairly close to
gether.
Chest.—Deep and capacious with plenty of " heart "
room.
Brisket.—Very deep and should reach almost down to
the elbow joints.
Ribs.—Slightly sprung, but not barrelshaped. They
must not be visible, but just nicely covered.
The thigh bones must also be well hidden, but
not loaded with flesh.
Forelegs.—Rather long, perfectly straight and firm,
must be well set under dog, and should possess
plenty of bone.
Elbows.—Should be firm and rigid, neither turning in
wards nor outwards.

Pasterns (or wrists).—Must be very firm and absolutely
upright.
Feet.—Round, neither turned inwards, nor outwards,
toe joints (or knuckles) well arched, but must
be close together, and not sprawly ; toenails
must be kept short, and soles (or pads) round
and firm.
Back.—Broad and square, rather long (to allow for
covering plenty of ground, and to be free from
" shortcoupling " ) The loin should be
slightly arched, very firm, and nicely moulded.
Belly.—Well drawn up, or, in other words, well " cut
up " under the loin.
Hindquarters.—Strong and broad across, possessing
plenty of driving power, stifles well bent and
gracefully curved; thighs broad and mus
cular, hocks well let down.
Tail.—Long, tapering and slightly curved ; carried not
higher than the level of the back while in
motion.
Coat.—Short, close, fine, and glossy.
Colours.—Black, blue, red, fawn, brindle, white, and
the various mixtures of each.
Dew Claws.—These are quite useless and should be
removed from all puppies when a few days
old.
The ideal height for dogs is 18^ inches.
The ideal weight for dogs is 21 lbs.
The ideal height for bitches is 17£ inches.
The ideal weight for bitches is 20 lbs.
We cannot all expect to possess the perfect
.specimen, but the chief points to note are the long, lean,
narrow neck, the graceful curve of the loin, deep broad
chest, broad thighs, firm and upright hocks, straight
forelegs, good bone and strong pastern joints.
The dog in condition must have a good strong frame,
bright eye and look as sharp as a needle. He must not
be too fat yet on the other hand the ribs should be well
covered ; while the skin should be free and coat glossy.
It is important to keep the toe nails from cracking and
the pads from becoming sore otherwise the dog is certain
to go " short " in his running and may be discouraged
from producing his best form.
I have quoted the description of the perfect type as
the possession of such a dog will be the aim of the would
be owner but nevertheless excellent sport can be obtained
from less perfect specimens and even crossbreds.
Careful handicapping can produce good races and the
fact of one man owning a dog of superior speed should
not discourage others from accepting a few yards start
and seeing what they can get out of their dogs by careful
training.

(Next month : " Training for the Track.")

Effects.

B

ALANCES of money are due to the next of kin of
the officers and men of the Buffs, a list of which
follows.
Applications should be made to the Secretary,
The War Office, London, S.W. 1, marked " Effects."
2nd Lieutenant G. W. A. Kingham ; Pte. P. Gibbs,
Captain B. P. Steinman ; Pte. A. Appleton; Pte.
C. Badeley ; LceCpl. J. Baldock ; Pte. J. Campbell;
Pte. W. Harvey ; Pte. T. Haw ; Pte. O. MacNamara ;
Pte. W. H. Marshall ; Pte. W. B. Price ; Pte. W.
Rendle ; Pte. G. Ring ; Lee.Cpl. F. Turner; Pte.
P. H. Johnson.

Short articles, sketches, drawings, and photographs
are always acceptable for the Dragon.

4

THE DRAGON

The 4th Battalion.

A

COMPANY Shield for
General Efficiency has
been presented to the Battalion
by Lord Harris on the occasion
of his vacation of the Honorary
Colonelcy of the Regiment, to
commemorate his association
with the Battalion during a very
long period of its history, i.e.
33 years.
The Battalion regrets his
departure and hopes that he
will extend to them the interest
he has always done in the past.
LIEUTENANT J. Moss.
We are sorry to lose the
services of Lieutenant J ohn
Moss, of the Folkestone Detach
ment, who has gone to Grantham
on the Board of Guardians. We
wish him success and hope he will continue to subscribe
to The Dragon.
In his stead we hope to enlist the services of an
officer who has recently left the 2nd Battalion.
We have also lost Lt. A. K. Boning of Sutton Valienee
Detachment, who has gone farming at Garlestone
onSea, Great Yarmouth, and whose services will be
not less missed.
BOXING.

The Divisional stage of the Territorial Army Boxing
Championship will be held at the end of February.
Up to time of writing " D " Coy has sent in 5 entries
and more are expected from other quarters.
MACHINE GUN PLATOON.

An inspection of the Machine Gun Platoon was held
at Dover on 4th December, by The Chief Instructor
of the Machine Gun School.
They received a most excellent report, and the follow
ing extracts from remarks by the Colonel Commandant
K. and S. Infantry Brigade, are worthy of re:ord :—
" The report is an excellent one and I hope that
it will be regarded by those concerned as an adequate
reward for their hard work and keenness. Personally
I regard it as a great triumph and a complete vindi
cation of the success of the Territorial system. This
brings distinction to the Brigade as well as to your
Battalion."
Congratulations were also received from G.O.C.
inChief Eastern Command and G.O.C. 44th Home
Counties Brigade.
Some extracts from the Chief Instructors remarks
follow :—

THE) MACHINE) GUN OFFICE)RThoroughly uptodate in
all Elementary Branches of Training.
THE STAMP OF THE MENMost satisfactory.
STANDARD REACHED
Of a high order.
LOADING :—Clean, quick and accurate.
SIGHT SETTING AND LAYING
Exceptionally accurate.
IMMEDIATE ACTION :—Highly satisfactory.
The Inspector added that he was much struck by the keenness of
the platoon.

M. G. DINNER.

On the evening of the 20th December a very pleasant evening was
spent by the M.G. Section, at the invitation of Ivt. Bacon, M.C., M.G.
Section Officer. This took the form of a dinner at the Dovorian
Restaurant. The attendance was twentyfive and included, as guests
of the evening, S.Majors Barron and Stroud of the Permanent Staff,
S.Drm. Tripp and Sgts. Wood and Gifford, and last but by no means
least C.Q.M.S. Wisdom.
The Menu was well selected and the catering excellent. The toasts
honoured were :—The King, Our Visitors and Our Host.
The evening proceeded with vocal and instrumental efforts by Mem
bers of the Section and the Visitors, amongst whom C.Q.M.S. Wisdom
was a marked success. Our local celebrity " Bunny Martin " reserved
his effort until the wine was well circulated, and his courage at the
highest.
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During the Interval our Section Sergeant made a small presentation
to Lt. Bacon, M.C., of a case of pipes "on behalf of the Section. This
caused a Machine gunners privilege in the few words Mr. Bacon intended
to address to us (namely a No. 1 stoppage). Like all good gunners,
however, he easily remedied this a few minutes later.
The final came at 10.30 to the accompaniment of " He's a Jolly
Good Fellow " and we are all heartily sure of the sincerity of the words
as sung in respect of our Officer.

SITTINGBOURNE NEWS.
C.S.M. Taylor is in hospital at Shorncliffe, as it is suspected that he
has his old trouble of appendicitis and may have to have an operation.
C.S.M. Wood is an able substitute as Dragon Correspondent.
We closed down the Drill Hall over Xmas but have recommenced
drills again with renewed enthusiasm.
Several of the past members of the company are anxious to shoot
against us on the miniature range, and we hope to arrange a " shoot"
at an early date.
We are having practice dances every week and quite a number of
our members have recently availed themselves of the chance of learn
ing.
We have also recently furnished a room for N.C.O.'s only. This
fills a long felt want.

TERRITORIAL ARMY FIELD ALLOWANCES.
An Army Order states that during annual training in camp,
manoeuvres, or military training, when officers and warrant officers of
the Territorial Army are placed under canvas, iu bivouacs, or quarters
equipped according to the scales for officers' tents in standing camps,
they will be granted field allowance, in addition to the allowance for
providing furniture.

" C " W E A L D COMPANY NOTES.

At a meeting held at Cranbrook on Tuesday, 9th
J anuary, it was decided to form a Club to be known as
" The Weald Company Buffs Social Club." The follow
ing were elected Officers:—President: Captain T. B.
Cheeseman ; Chairman: C.S.M. Nash; Secretary: Sgt. W.
Cooper; Treasurer: Lieut. C. A. Winch; Committee :—
Cpl. Hatcher, Ptes. Burt, Parks, Perry, G. Tapp and
T. Tapp. It was resolved that the Club should meet
on the two weekly drill nights, Tuesdays and Fridays,
from 8 to 10 p.m. The objects of the Club are to pro
mote all forms of sport and recreation, to form a Library
and a dry Canteen. It is hoped to arrange several
Football matches this season and to have a full fixture
card next season. A match has been arranged for
March 3rd v. the Rest of the Company. We wish this
Club every success. It should do much to promote
comradeship between all ranks, and we confidently
look for the support of all members of the Cranbrook
Platoon.
Our congratulations and best wishes to Lieut. C. A.
Winch who was married to Miss Kealy on January
17th at Saltwood Church, Hythe.

BUFFS HISTORY FOR ROYALTY.

A specially bound copy of the "Historical Records
of The Buffs " has been accepted by the King. Another
special copy is also being prepared by the Medici Society
for presentation to the King of Denmark.

The Editor, The Dragon, will be glad to
receive regular news from all detachments of
the 4th Buffs, and those willing to act as
correspondents to the paper in Canterbury,
Margate, Herns Bay, etc., are invited to Com
municate with him.

WANTED.—The names and addresses of all old
Buffs to enable us to send them a " Dragon.
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Nursery Rhymes Uptodate.

A

YOUNG lady, while sitting with a naturalist by
the side of a brook was listening to the singing
of the village church choir in the distance.
Her friend was intent upon listening to the croaking
of the frogs by the water.
Doesn't it sound wonderful," she said.
"Yes," he replied " they do that by rubbing their
hind legs together."
HONI SOI QUI MATY.
A medical man received the following urgent tele
gram: " Sir, my motherinlaw is lying at death's door,
could you manage to pull her through."
THOSE COMPANY COMMANDERS !
In 1915 there was a good deal of talk about waste
in the army training at home, and the strictest orders
were issued as to saving all surplus food, especially
bread. Two battalions of one Regiment had just
marched into a certain camp and were in adjacent
lines, and they each were accommodated with dust
bins which were side by side.
Making his rounds one morning, the Brigadier sent
for one of the commanding officers, and said, " Look
here, H
. What is the meaning of this ? There
is half a loaf of bread in your dustbin !"
The C.O. promptly replied: "I think, sir, that
dustbin belongs to the other battalion."
" Well," said the General, "if I were you I would
claim it, as there is a whole loaf in the other one !"

PARTICULARS
are given in
a new Army Order
of the books which
soldiers must study
during the next
four years. They
include such things
as
Shakespeare's
Henry V., and
Palgrave's" Golden
Treasure."
A
contem
porary says that
" the Service is to
become a serious
profession for well
educated
Young
fellows, and for
those who aspire
to be."

Ten new style soldier boys
Learning was their line
One split an infinitive
Then there were nine.
Nine highbrow soldier boys
Reading poets great
One got lockjaw tackling Welsh
Then there were eight.
Eight literate soldier boys
Thought the school a heaven
One sat down and wrote this rhyme
Then there were seven.
Seven stalwart soldiers boys
At gymnastics tricks
One ignored Old Gravity
Then there were six.

A Highland soldier was in hospital. He was in the
last stages of exhaustion. His nurse deeply sympathised
with . him. As she bent over him, he whispered, " If
I could only hear the pipes." The nurse had a warm
heart. Without getting permission, she brought a
piper into the room, who played his entrancing music.
The patient fully recovered. Every other patient in
the Hospital died.

Six weary studious boys
Went to have a dive
One got full of H.2 0.
Then there were five.

Sergt.Instructor to New Recruit, joining a squad
for Musketry :
" Have you fired before?"
" Yes, Sergeant."
"Where?"
" Under you, Sergeant."
" I don't remember your face^when was it ?"
" Oh, it was at a funeral, Sergeant ?"

" Four " wholehog " soldier boys
Studied chemistry,
One got mixed at supper time.
Then there were three.

HEARD ON A MUSKETRY PARADE.
Instructor: " Why can't you close your left eye ?"
Recruit: "Because I am left handed Sir."
Then the guard turned out.
The Quick and the Dead.
A Scottish doctor, new to the gun, adventured upon
a day's rabbit shooting. Chased by the ferrets, bunny
was a rather quickmoving target, and the medico
was not meeting with the success he anticipated. '' Hang
it all, man," he exclaimed impatiently to the keeper
who accompanied him, " these beasts are too quick
for me."
Ay, doctor," the pawky keeper replied, " but ye
surely dinna expect them tae lie still like yer patients ?"

Five learnid soldier boys
Bent on learning more.
One got wed and learnt too much
Then there were four.

Three serious soldier boys.
Wise and wiser grew,
One tried telling " Hickey" off
Then there were two.
Two curious soldier boys
Found a rusty gun
Wonder how the trigger works!
Then there was one.
One hardworked soldier boy
Marking on the range
Had his mind on botany
Spied a flora strange
Climbed upon the bullet bank
The specimen he'd won !
But I suppose you'll guess the rest
For then there was none.
REVILO.
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Our Literary Army.
By an Instruction Officer.

According to a new Army order, soldiers who wish
to pass examinations for the first class and gain special
certificates in education in the course of the next four years
must read Kinglake's " Eothen," Scott's " Old Mortality,"
Southey's " Life of Nelson," Dickens' " Tale of T wo
Cities," and Books III. and IV. of the " Golden Treasury."

" How is a knowledge of Keats' ' Ode on a Grecian
Urn' going to help me to fly? " asked more than one
R.A.F. cadet of me in the old days, when my job was
to give young officers some help towards a liberal
education.
Today the private soldier is asking how the ab
sorption of Dickens' " Tale of Two Cities " is going to
increase his efficiency.
There appear to be many people who grudge the
young officer a liberal education and the private soldier
achance to increase his efficiency.
There always have been, always will be, illiterate
officers and illerate men.
This scheme is not to force all men to become " liter
ary
it is to encourage those who chafe against the
narrow routine of a service which calls for so much
that is mechanical to think for themselves, to develop
vision, to exercise their faculty for perceiving, beauty,
to avoid being at the mercy of the halfeducated agitator
or the meansouled who ever wish for companionship in
degradation.
Soldiers have long periods of idleness. Not all of
them care for wandering round the streets ; they get
quite enough exercise for the body playing their games
and in the ordinary course of their work. They are
given a lead in deportment, in sport in morals ; it may
very well be asked why in reading alone they should
be left to their own devices.
This is at last being changed. The soldier travels ;
in order that he may gain some idea of what travel
means to the mind he is encouraged to read Kinglake ;
in order to develop an historic sense Dickens and Scott
are put before him. In order that he may escape from
a world where there is much cause for grievance he is
encouraged to follow the poets who implant in him a
sense of thanksgiving for the things that money cannot
buy.
In order that he may realise the possibilities and
opportunities of life he is encouraged to read the
biographies of those who have emerged, like Nelson,
from the ruck.
The Army Council is to be congratulated on dis
covering that an army is none the worse for developing its
imagination. " Daily Express."

W

Thanks.

E are indebted to the following for very kindly
having renewed their subscriptions to 1 he
Dragon for 1923 at the rate of 15/ per annum.
Colonels J. F. Honeyball, Sir Courtney Vyvyan,
C.B., Bart., LieutenantColonels R. S. I. Friend, D.S.O.,
F. Phillips, D.S.O., M.C.
Majors A. R. Langdale Kelham, O.B.E., D.C.M.,
A. C. Grigg, F. W. Darwall, C. C. Cobbe, L. Howard
Smith, W. H. Booth, O.B.E., D.C.M., (£1), C. Hood,
H. E. Ward.
Captains A. E. LloydHardcastle, A. D. Peareth,
N. Linwood, W. R. Orwin, V. J. Hallam, H. C. Morley,
H. C. Stronge, J. B. Girdwood, C. E. A. Terry.
Lieutenants D. W. Hendin, F. H. Plummer.
Messrs. A. F. Tailby, P. R. Asprey, E. Boulding,
W. R. Findley. Mrs. Sandilands.

Note.—Our Enquiry Bureau is open to all our readers
free gratis and for nothing. Queries of all kinds are
heartily invited. Ed.
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Widows' Pensions.

up HE Minister of Pensions announces that a decision has been come
1. to in respect of claims to pension by widows of men disabled in
the Great War who die more than seven years after discharge or removal
from duty, and certain important concessions in modification of the
terms of the present Warrants have been allowed.
The time limit of seven years runs, in a case where the man was
removed from duty for a disability, from the date of the first removal
from duty. It has now been decided that the widow's claim to pension
will be open to consideration by the Ministry in cases where, although
the man was removed from duty for a War disability in the course of his
military service he subsequently returned to full duty, and the subse
quent service materially aggravated or brought about a recurrence cf
the disability for which the man was first removed from duty. In
such circumstances the date of removal from duty may be reckoned
as the date of removal leading to discharge, or if the man was not dis
charged, the date ot demobilisation.
Apart from these cases the Minister is advised that only in except
tional cases can death occurring more than seven years from discharge
be regarded as directly and obviously connected with active service.
But itis recognised that such cases will occur,andaccordinglyit isconceded
that, notwithstanding the time limit, a claim will be considered for the
maximum rate of widow's pension where the death is clearly shown
to be due to the nature or condition of the disability as resulting wholly
and directly from war service. Subject to these important concessions
in practice, the seven years time limit, is maintained. The State could
not reasonably, or without very heavy addition to the cost of war pen
sions, be required for an indefinite period to award the same maximum
rate of pension as it gives to widows of men killed in action or dying on
service, to widows of men who die, many years after discharge, of a
disability which may have been only slightly aggravated by service,
or one which may not have been due to service, although commencing
on service ; or to widows of men who die from disabilities for which the
man himself had never claimed during his lifetime though he had lived
more than seven years after his demobilisation or discharge.
In the majority of cases of death occurring more than seven years
after discharge in circumstances and under conditions which appear to
the Minister to justify the grant, a pension may be awarded to the
widow equal to half the man's actual disablement pension together
with children's allowances (instead of as at present half the man's pen
sion at the rates of the 1918 Warrant without allowances). Eligibility
for pension under the amended Article 17 will, as in the past, be governed
by the extent to which the man was recognised during his lifetime to
be disabled by war service and the minimum limit of 50% has been laid
down.
With suitable adjustments the foregoing concessions will apply to
widows of officers also.

ROYAL TOURNAMENT.

I

T is officially announced that the Fortieth Annual Royal Tourna
ment will be held at Olympia, Kensington, W., from Thursday,
24tli May to Saturday, 9th June, 1923, inclusive.

Soldiers' Savings.
T N connection with the Army Council's advice to soldiers to avail
I
themselves of the opportunities provided for investing part of their
pay in National Savings Certificates, it is officially stated that arrange
ments have been made for command paymasters at all stations abroad
(except Malta and Iraq), and controllers of military accounts in India,
to hold, as agents of the G.P.O., stocks of savings certificates for sale to
Savings Associations. Certificates are obtainable at Malta through the
AngloEgyptian Bank, and in Iraq from the R.A.F. Accountant Officer.

New Tank Corps Depot.
FORMER ARTILLERY CAMP AT LYDD TO BE REOPENED.
YDD artillery camp, which has been closed since 1918, is to bere

T

_J opened at an early date as a Tank Corps depot.
The extensive stretches of beach there have been found highly
suitable for tanks.

EXAMINATION OF OFFICERS FOR PROMOTION.
I T is officially stated that regular officers will be given an extension

1 of time to 31st December, 1923, in which to qualify by examina
tion for promotion. This extension is made in view of the large number
of officers, who, owing to conditions of service, have not had sufficient
opportunity to qualify , and on account of the unavoidablepostponement
owing to the reduction of units, of the promotion of many officers who
might reasonably have expected promotion before 31st December last.

Cavalry Depot at Canterbury.

L

T is announced in an Army Order that a central Cavalry Depot will
be formed at Canterbury on 1st February, 1923.
The new Depot will be used as a Mobilization Centre for all cavalry
of the line, reservists, and other details ; and the disposal of men
arriving from abroad will be effected through its organization. But
the primary function of the Depot will be to receive and train recruits
(including boys) for all cavalry regiments of the line.
Its provisional peace establishment will be 13 officers, six warrant
officers and 154 other personnel.
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Golf.
rTIHB receipt of the following letter encourages us
JL
to hope that interest is being taken in the Golf
Competition mentioned in our previous two issues.

Dear Mr. Editor,
I am not often I fear, drawn to contribute to The Dragon,
but having been an enthusiastic fuddler for over 20 years
at the royal and ancient game of golf, I write to say how
I for one, would welcome a monthly competition within
the Regiment and to include Past and Present.
It would necessarily be a medal round and each com
petitor would have to play on his lowest club handicap,
at any rate to start with—later the question of a Regimental
handicap might be considered.
It must be decided whether the card sent in should
be a nominated one, before the round commences or the
best card during the month, what do you think about this ?
I dare say the best card of the month would give more
impetus to the scheme.
MERCURY.

A New Rifle Bullet.
U.S. ARMY INVENTION.

E

X.PBRTS in the American War Department are
reported to have invented a rifle bullet with a
range 1,400 yards longer than that of the bullets now
used.
The curve of its trajectory shows a decrease of 30
per cent. It retains the general shape of the present
longnosed projectile but as an aid to overcoming at
mospheric resistance is made boatshaped at the back,
which is said to lessen the vacuum.
Tests made under a great variety of conditions
demonstrated that a marksman can make as many hits
with the new bullet on a sixinch target as formerly at
the same range on a twentyinch. MajorGeneral Farns
worth, Chief of Infantry, under whose directions the
tests were made, believes that the invention will place
American infantry musketry, which was always good, on
a new standard.

The Times.

(We would like further opinions on the point mooted).
In connection with this, attention is drawn to the
kind offer from Major Crookenden, which will be found
in our Personalia Columns.
The entries for the month have not been so numerous
as we hoped, only three cards being received. They are :
General LyndenBell, " Wildernesse," Total 89,
Hdcp. 17, Nett 72.
Captain Baird, " Royal St. George's."
Nett 94,
and Hyeres, Nett 86.
We look forward however to receiving more next
month.

War History of The Buffs,
1914—1919.

Published by The Medici Society,
7 Grafton Street, London, W. 1.

7/6 net.

To be obtained from any bookseller, or,
direct, from Messrs. H. J. Goulden,
40 High Street, Canterbury, who have
been appointed sole Agents.
Copies already ordered :—Payment for copies
already ordered, should be made to the Hon. Sec.,
Major F. W. Tomlinson, 2 Cavendish Square,
London, W. 1. Postal Orders and Cheques should
be made payable to the Buffs History Account.
NOTE :—Copies ordered before 22nd December
will be sent post free to any address. .

History of The Buffs,
1572—1704.
15/ (16/6 post free).

A few copies of the above are being
re-is sued by The Medici Society, and
are now available.

Orders accompanied by remittance should be
sent to the Hon. Sec., Major F. W. Tomlinson,
2 Cavendish Square, London, S.W. 1.

Rugby.
ROYAL NAVY V. THE ARMY.

r MHB

above match will be played on the Rugby
I
Union Ground, Twickenham, on Saturday, March
3rd, 1923. Kickoff at 3p.m.
Admission to ground 1/6; Bnclosures, 1/, and
1/6 extra; Covered Stand (Unreserved), 2/6 extra;
all including tax. Reserved seats in Covered Stands,
4/, 5/, 6/ (including admission to Ground and Amuse
ment Tax), if purchased before the day.
Tickets for Reserved Seats may be obtained from
Alfred Hays' Box Offices, 26, Old Bond Street and
74, Cornhill. No booking fees charged.
For the convenience of Army Officers and Other
Ranks, a certain number of the best Reserved Seats
at 6/ and 5/ each have been reserved by the Hon.
Secretary, Army Rugby Union, and can be had on
application at Room 102, Horse Guards, London, S.W. 1.

The oldest " Buff."
T REMEMBER the day quite well. Sir,
When I jined the third of Foot.
When Boadicea was Queen, Sir,
And Caesar a second Loot.
I've soldiered for years and years, Sir,
And have won battles on me own.
I remembers the times quite well, Sir,
When the " Dragon " was carved on stone.
When Francis Drake saw the Armada
He sez what 'orrible roughs.
But I wispers in his ear'ole,
You jest call up " The Buffs."
I'm older than I look, Sir,
Though its years since I held a gun,
But we 'ad no quarterblokes then, Sir,
So we always got our rum.
That's what makes me look young, Sir,
'Cause we always got our rum.
Well, I don't mind if I do, Sir,
Just enough to cover your thumb.
Well, I must be going now, Sir,
A s the nights do get so cold.
And I'm going up for Section " D," Sir,
If they don't thi'nk I'm too old.

H. V. H.

THE DRAGON

A Trip from Monghyr to Khajauli.
By T. Hoar (" Snowball.")

A

BOUT the middle
of August last
I was asked by the
management
of
our
Monghyr Factory, if
I would like a trip to
Khajauli.
I
simply
jumped at the offer.
My
marching orders
were issued to proceed
on the morning of the
27th of that month.
Knowing that you are
in need of articles for
The Dragon I thought
I would pen you this
short account of my trip
to this place.
On the morning of
the 27th, my wife and
I were up with the
Brain fever bird (not the
lark) and put the finishing touches on our packing. A
country cart was loaded and sent on in advance to the
Steamer Ghat. I might mention that Khajauli is one of
those little stations at which very little can be obtained
except country produce. This meant that we had to
take a good supply with us, so our load was not a light
one. Finally we made a move in what we thought good
time, but to our surprise we arrived at the steamer
ghat about twenty minutes late, for in the distance we
could see the steamer trying to make headway against
the strong current of the Ganges. There had been an
alteration in the time table a few days previous, which
was the cause of us missing the steamer. Of' course
I let off some of my spare gas which seemed to ease my
chest. By a stroke of luck there was a steamer about to
start on a special trip from Monghyr to Monghyr Ghat,
which was the place where the first steamer was bound
for, so I managed to square matters with the serang*
"(skipper) who kindly offered to take us. So we with
our belongings were soon on board the lugger, giving
chase after the steamer that had fully 40 minutes start.
The serang assured us that we would catch the train
on the opposite bank all right. So we did. It was a
near thing but our craft had the advantage of being
practically empty. She went for all she was worth,
but could not catch up, so the serang had to resort to his
siren. With a series of blasts he managed to attract
the attention of those on the landing stage, and with my
knowledge of naval and military signals, I made them
clearly understand that the train was to be delayed
until we arrived. We pulled up in fine style, landed and
got our luggage, etc., on the train, and purchased tickets,
but the coolies that carried the baggage, demanded
double fare for carrying the goods belonging to a globe
trotter, thinking that those who can afford to charter a
special steamer could afford to shell out a little extra
to the poor coolies. I think they must have changed,
their opinion when I commenced to explain matters in
my own sweet way. Nevertheless I gave them a tip
that they really deserved. At last we moved off, only
twentyfive minutes late.
Travelling in India, in some cases, is very trying
and very slow, with plenty of changes. There are of
course, exceptions to the rule. One can get from Calcutta
to Kalka without changing, a distance of over a thousand
miles. But in this particular journey, which is only 130
miles, there are no less than seven changes, and it takes
15 hours to do the trip.
On our arrival at Darbhanga, our last change before
reaching Khajauli, we found our boxes had been left
behind at one of the changing stations en route. This
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I must say did not add to the enjoyment of the trip.
The Station Master very kindly wired along the line,
at the same time assuring me, that they would turn up
alright in a day or so. They arrived two days later.
We had our commissariat Department with us in the
carriage. We reached Khajauli at 11 p.m. Mr.
was at the Station to meet us and had very thoughtfully
arranged for a Bullock cart to be at the station for our
baggage and a sort of conveyance, called a Turn Turn,
for my wife, who then went on in advance to the Bunga
low. The night was very dark, and the roads, would
have made the ploughed fields of Kent blush. After
loading the baggage on the cart we moved off, taking
a short cut along the Railway line thinking we might
catch up the Turn Turn. On we went, and at last reached
the Bungalow, Enquiries showed that the Turn Turn
had not arrived. This set us thinking. The Bullock
cart turned up after about ten minutes with the vague
news that the Turn Turn was coming. It took nearly
an hour to come only one and a quarter miles ! And
I can assure you, I got it in the neck right enough. What
that cart went through in that one and quarter miles,
and what I said during the first quarter of an hour after
the arrival of the Turn Turn, would fill a book. The
next evening I had a good look over the ground which
the Turn Turn had passed the night before, and came
to the conclusion that I would not chance my neck in a
Turn Turn even in daylight. After a late dinner to which
we did ample justice, we retired about 1 a.m. but I was
up before 5 a.m. The mosquitoes would not let me
rest. When I told my better half about them she
politely told me, " Mosquitoes never attack honest
men." I had my revenge however for a few nights after
she had a bad time owing to these gentle creatures also.
I simply asked her " what she had been up to."
I must say that Khajauli is a pretty place. The
Manager's Bungalow is well built, with fine lofty rooms,
and the grounds are well laid out. From the Bungalow
which faces Bast one can see for miles over the country.
A picture that would make a fine landscape Target.
The River Kamla runs by the Bast of the factory, which
in the heavy rains overflows its banks, and the country
for miles around is under water. In the North the
Nepal Hills can be seen, and behind them the snowy
Range of Himalayan mountains. On a clear day a fine
view of Kinchenjungha, (the second highest mountain
in the world) can be obtained. The Manager's Bun
galow here is called " Hill Crest." Why, I don't know.
Mark Twain was once asked while he was travelling in
the Himalayas, why a certain overhanging rock was
called Gladstone's nose. He replied, " Because it doesn't
look like it." Rather a parallel!
Khajauli on the whole is a very nice place, but very
quiet and just the place for a rest cure. I have been here
just over a month and I have not seen another white
face. The people about here seem to be a very contented
lot and the crops appear to be very good—but, give me
dear old Monghyr.

*(We have some stuff out here, called palm oil, do they
use it in Beelatee ? It works wonders).
DRAGON

BOUND

VOLUMES.

Orders for binding The Dragon can be now
placed with the Editor in accordance with one
or other of the following alternatives—
THE THREE ALTERNATIVES.
1. Where readers supply us with their own Dragons :
4/ post free.
2. Where the complete set of Dragons is supplied from
our office 10/ post free.
3. Covers only, 2/6 post free
NOTE.—We still have a few Bound Volumes of the 1921
Dragons for disposal.
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Discharges—Continued.

Officers.

SMALL ARMS SCHOOL.
The following relinquished his appointment (Dec. 17): Asst. Instr.
CL GG.—Lt. A. F. St. A. Turner, The Buffs.
THE BUFFS.—Lt. J. M. Pritchard, O.B.E, is placed on the h.p.
list on account of illhealth (Oct. 19) substituted for the notification in
the Gazette of Sept. 29).
THE BUFFS.—Sec. Lt. R. J. P. ThorneThorne to be Lt. (Dec. 23).
THE BUFFS.—Capt. A. J. Peareth is restd. to the estabt. (Dec. 25,
1922). Capt. R. A. Pinhey is seed, for service with the W. Afr. Regt.
(Nov. 29, 1922).
THE BUFFS.—Lt. G. R. Adamson resigns his commn. (Jan. 13),
and retains the rank of Lt.

The Depot.
POSTINGS.

The following details 2nd Battalion taken on Depot strength:—
6278173 Sgt. G. Coaster, 6278320 Sgt. A. Robinson, 6278427 Sgt. C.
Shoobridge, 6278331 Sgt. A. Ongloy; and the following of 1st
Battalion:—6188386 Sgt. J. Blaynev, 6279940 Pte. F. Chappell,
7808132 Pte. A. Kennedy, 6278441 Pte. G. Rye, 6278083 C.Q.M.S. H.
Manning.
Joined Depot on discharge from Netley Hospital:—6278938 Ptei
Bowen, 6278847 Pte. Hedges, 6278961 Pte. Morris, 6278771 L/C Brom
ley, 6279332 L/C. Richardson, 6279740 Pte. Amos, 6278673 Pte. C.
Lewis, 6278758 Pte. G. Wicks, 6279812 Pte. J. Sargeant, 6279497 Pte.
H. Somerset.

EDUCATIONAL CERTIFICATES.

Awarded Third Class Certificates of Education :—
6281736 Pte. Butler, 6281788 Pte. Coveney, 6281744 Pte. Fox,
6281824 Pte. Harvey, 628173 Pte. Nash, 6281806 Pte. Stocker, 6281734
Pte. Wills, 6281821 Pte. Baker, 6281837 Pte. Carter, 6281782 Pte.
Ferrell, 6281780 Pte. Knight, 6281759 Pte. Parberv, 6281835 Pte.
Strand, 6281740 Pte. Williams, 6281811 Pte. Watson, 6281762 Pte.
Clatworthy, 62.81819 Pte. Donovan, 6281673 Pte. Hawkins, 6281751
Pte. Maynard, 6281843 Boy Pottle, 6281717 Pte. Williams, 6281757 Pte.
White.

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.
PROMOTIONS.'

Promoted Corporals:—6279095 A/C. J. Clearv, 6279396 A/C. H.
Smith, 6278854 A/C. V. Argent.
Appointed paid ActingCorporal 6278578 L/C. A. Hollands.
Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporals :—
6768404 Pte. J. Jarvis, 6281690 Pte. W. Knight, 6281708 Pte. W.
Richardson.

DISCHARGES.

6278854 Cpl. Argent, 6279543 Pte. Andrews, 6278856 Pte. Ashley,
6279760 Pte. Amos, 6279534 Pte. ASpland, 6278898 Pte. Atkinson,
6279764 Pte. Austin, Q281682 Pte. E. Barton, 6278938 Pte. J. Bowen,
6278905 Pte. Boacham, 6278910 Pte. Burgess, 6279040 L/S. Booth,
6279551 Pte. Blomfield, 6279607 Pte. Barnes, 6279519 Pte. Belson,
6279096 Pte. Bazley, 6278985 Pte. Boyden, 6279054 Pte. Blunt, 6279531
Pte. Barrett, 6278857 Pte. Boavis, 6279899 Pte. Butcher, 6188386 Sgt.
J. Blayney, 6279516 Pte. Bailey, 6278877 Pte. Chart, 6279560 Pte.
Coughtry, 6281753 Pte. G. Chantler, 6279940 Pte. F. Chappell,
6278906 Pte. Chapman, 6278991 Pte. Catermole, 6279486 Pte. Cork,
6278957 Pte. Capper, 6279495 Pte. Clayson, 6279032 L/C. A. J. Cork,
6278821 Cpl. Crawley, 6279535 Dmr. Cremer, 6279602 Pte. Cork,
6279095 Pte. Cleary, 6279581 L/S. Coleman, 6279429 Pte. Crouch,
6279552 Pte. Crouch, 6279561 Pte. Dobson, 6279720 Pte. Dray, 6279648
Pte. Dodd, 6278838 Pte. Daborn, 6278862 Pte. Everest, 6278992 Pte.
Edwards, 6279838 Pte. Franks, 6278853 Pte. Franks, 6279621 Pte.
Freeman, 6279075 Pte. Fuller, 6278923 Pte. Fuller, 6278832 Pte. Fuggle,
6278869 Pte. Freeman, 6278995 Pte. Gwinnell, 6278860 Pte. Godden,
6279874 Pte. Griggs, 6279754 Pte. Garratt, 6278930 Pte. Gullon,
6278904 Pte. Girling, 6279044 Pte. Gallant, 6278849 Pte. Gane, 6279416
L/C. Hubbard, 6279749 Pte. Heather, 6278097 Pte. Hall, 6279061 Pte.
Hammond, 6279064 Pte. Harvey, 6278827 Pte. Hesleton, 6278847 Pte.
W. Hedges, 6270976 Pte. Hall, 6278865 Pte, Housden, 6278919 Pte.
Hunt, 6279788 Pte. Hardwick, 6279638 Pte. Hobbs, 6279470 L/C. Holm 
den, 6279062 Pte. Honeywell, 6279533 Pte. Heard, 6279421 Pte. Hopper,
6279800 Pte. Jones, 6279065 Pte. Jarvis, 6279520 Pte. Keeler, 6279515
A. J. Kingsmill 6279517 L/S. Kemp, 6278981 Pte. Kent, 6278886 L/C.
Kimber, 6278874 Pte. King, 6279000 Pte. Kille, 6279625 Pte. Lloyd,

6278842 Pte. Lee, 6278864 Pte. Locke, 6279502 L/C. Lockwood, 6278053
Pte. C. Manning, 6278049 C.Q.M.S. MacMahon, 6279235 Pte. Mills,
6278872 Pte. Martin, 6278961 Pte. Morris, 6279066 Pte. Middleton,
6278839 Pte. Medhurst, 6278915 Pte. McNamara, 6279399 L/C. Marshall,
6278956 Pte. Mills, 6279601 Pte. Martin, 6279599 Pte. Munday, 6280465
6278956 Pte. Mills, 6279601 Pte. Martin, 6279599 Pte. Munday, 6280465
L/C Miller, 6278917 Pte. Muffins, 6281642 Pte. A. Mullinger, 6278051
Pte. Martin, 6281735 Pte. S. Nicholls, 6279606 Pte. Newman, 6278240
Pte E Trosh, 6279085 Pte. Terry, 6279084 Pte. Targett, 6279083 L/C.
Towerzy 6278834 Pte. Taylor, 6279086 Pte. Thompson, 6279168 Pte.
Turtle 6279436 Pte. Todd, 6278841 Dmr. Tompkins, 6279630 Pte.
Twvman, 6279785 Pte. Vaughan, 6279093 Pte. Vyse, 6279836 Pte.
Wallace, 6278875 Pte. Weston, 6279682 Pte. Woodley, 6279628 Pte.
Weeks, 6278828 L/C.Wilson, 6279091 Pte.Wyatt, 6279088Pte. Williams,
6279039 Pte. Woods, 6279093 Pfe. Watling, 6278815 Pte. Webb,
6279629 Pte. West, 6279876 Pte. Wakefield, 6279424 Pte. Yates.

TRANSFERS TO A.R.

6278505 Pte. Bonner, 6278538 Pte. Beale, 6278491 Pte. Brann,
6279743 L/C. Brown, 6278522 Pte. Clowes, 6278525 Pte. Cole, 6278470
L/C. Dray, 6278508 Pte. Emery, 7808132 Pte. V. Kennedy, 6278471 Pte.
Knight 6278503 Pte. Laughton, 6278521 Pte. Lucas, 6278631 L/C.
Player,' 6278441 Pte. G. Rye.

REENLISTMENTS.

Pte. L. Edwards (late Herts. Regt. T.); Pte. T. E. B. Long (late
4th Buffs); Pte. A. H. Pinner (late Midd. Regt. T.); Pte. R. J. Taylor
(late 4th Buffs) ; Pte. G. J. Young (late Midd. Regt. T.).

TRANSFERS.

6448976 Sgt. W. J. Briggs transferred to The Buffs from R. Fusiliers.

RECRUITS.

Pte R. Aylett, Pte. F. W. Ansell, Pte. G. W. Allsop, Pte. A. Brace,
Pte W. Balaam, Pte. H. G. Brown, Pte. F Buckman, Pte. W. F.
Collard, Pte. A. E. Castle, Pte. A. W. Cannon, Pte. W. T. Claw, Pte. A. E.
Clarke, Pte. C. Cumnor, Pte. W. G. Charlton, Pte. R. G. Denton, Pte. F.
Dallas, Pte. V. G. Divers, Pte. G. Fitzgerald, Pte. F. Goldfinch, Pte.
J. H. Gore, Pte. A. J. Hatmer, Pte. E. H. Hook, Pte. H. Humphries,
Pte H. Hills, Pte. A. V. Holman, Pte. A. Harland, Pte. H. W. Hall,
Pte. G. Jordan, Pte. W. Jones, Pte. J. H. Kirecroft Pte. H. E. Kirby,
Pte. A. T. Lacey, Pte. A. H. Martin, Pte. J. E. D. O'Mahoney, Pte. T. A.
Parker, Pte. F. Parker, Pte. W. Perkins, Pte. T. Roblou, Pte. G. H.
Stokes, Pte. T. S. Savage, Pte. F. W. Smith, Pte. E. Sargent, Pte. H.
Salmon, Pte. T. H. Scottherne, Pte. G. Snelling, Pte. W. S. Taylor,
BoyE. H. Watts, Pte. W. j. Williams.
6279585 Cpl. W. Hamer, awarded P.T. Assistant Instructor s
Certificate (1st Class) 141222.

The 1st Battalion.
APPOINTMENTS (" A " COY.).

Ptes. Lewis, .Watts, Bennett, Kerry and Yarner, appointed unpaid
LanceCorporals.

The 2nd Battalion.
APPOINTMENT.

62781 Sgt. J Ambrose, appointed Acting C.Q.M.S., 5/12/22.
MEDALS.
6278076 C.S.M. F. Cook, 6278077 Sgt. A. Mannerng, 6278075 Pte.
A. Howland, awarded the Long Service and Good Conduct Medal (with
Gratuity).

The 4th Battalion.
DISCHARGES.

6280584 Cpl. F. Boland, 6280502 Cpl. W. Breedon, 6281885 Pte.A.
Clarke, 6280940 Pte. J. Couchman, 6281804 Pte. W. Ore^well, 6280620
Pte. A. A. Dawkins, 6280517 Pte. F. Drury, 6280650 Sgt. S. Kelk,
6280666 Pte. Neuenschwander, 6280767 Pte. J. Neame, 6280776 Pte. G.
Tinker, 6280454 Pte. W. Tapp, 6281363 Pte. C. Wade.

REENGAGEMENTS.

6280794 L/C. A. Berry, 6280830 Pte. E. W. Burton, 6281011 Pte. H.
Brooks, 6280837 Pte. J. W. Baldock, 6280827 Pte. H. Dear, 6280572
Pte. L. East, 6280718 Pte. V. Eves, 6280792 Pte. G. Graham,
6281442 A/Sgt. F. Hayward, 6280826 A/Sgt. L Hicks, 6280652 A/Cpl.
H. Lott, 6280998 A/Cpl. E Newman, 6280687 Cpl. R. G. Smith,
6280858 Pte. J. Wood.
RECRUITS.
Pte. G. Barton, Pte. A. Clarke, Pte. F. Camburn, Pte. C. Dengate,
Pte. A. Dengate, Pte. W. Epps, Pte. W. Eldridge, Pte. A. Harrod, Pte.
H. Holman, Pte. J. Rankine, Pte. A. Rigden Pte. W. Thundon, Pte. P.
Wibberley, Pte. A. J. Withey.
6281195 Sergt. W. Shepherd, passed a Course of Instruction at
the Army School of P.T. Aldershot.
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Personalia.
rTIHE marriage of Major Guy Lee, D.S.O., M.C., to
J_
Mrs. M. Harris Hanley, only daughter of the
late Mr. L. L. Harris and Mrs. Harris, of Providence
Rhode Island, U.S.A., will take place at St. Paul's
Church, Reigate, on March 10th.
We wish them both the very best of luck. It is
unfortunate that Major Lee will be attending the
Senior Officers' School at Woking just at that time
but we undertand they will take up residence at once
in the C.O.'s house at the Depot.
We are glad to receive a subscription from Ex
Lieut. J. Moss, who left the Folkestone detachment
last month for a position at Grantham, and to hear
from him that he wishes to remain in touch with the
Regiment.

Price Sixpence.

He says he is deferring his visits to the tables until
after he has paid his hotel bill and purchased his return
ticket !
He promises a story about his holiday rendezvous
for The Dragon.
Congratulations to Mr. " Sid " Sutton on his winning
the Major George Porter Billiard Cup Handicap at the
Depot Sergeants' Mess.
We have heard from E. A. Brackenbury (late Captain
of the Buffs), who in addition to sending us a sub
scription, makes a very kind offer, particulars of which
can be found in this issue's " Pick of The Basket."
Brigadier General E. H. FinchHatton, C.M.G.,
D.S.O., ceases this month to belong to the Reserve of
Officers, having attained the age limit of liability to
recall.

The engagement is announced between Captain
H. C. T. Stronge and Miss Elsie Burnside, daughter of
The Rev. Canon Burnside, Headmaster of St. Edmund's
School, Canterbury.

The Dragon's thanks are due to all those who have
kindly responded to our appeal for back numbers to
complete volumes.

Lt. Col. H. P. Sparrow sends us a particularly finely
executed silver medal he purchased in the shop of a
London dealer, and very kindly hands it over to us
for disposal as we think fit.

Miss G. B. Baynes and A. I. Hett, Esq., each sent
us two, with requests to pay the money due for them
to the Benevolent Fund, which we gladly do.

It appears to be a sports medal struck for one of our
Battalions. The Dragon and Regimental Motto on
scroll appear in the centre, and round the outside are
the Honours and laurel wreath. The striking thing
about the medal is its extremely fine design and work
manship.
He informs us that in the same shop were :—
Military Medal 10760, Pte. A. Wynne, Bugs.
Croix de Guerre J
with palm.
I
191415 Star.
|G4085 M. Carnell, Buffs.
Allies medal.
G. C. Medal, 389 Sgt. A. Cook, Buffs,
and adds " these could be purchased for a small sum if
the Depot or either Battalion want to complete their
medal collection."

J

We have had a visit from Mr. (ExLance Corporal)
Dornngton who joined the 1st Battalion, in 1884 and
was invalided in 1890. He is keeping pretty well,
although unable to work owing to his disability. He
very proudly informed us that his son is serving abroad
" in the only regiment in the service."
We are glad to hear that Captain Baird is very,
well, and has won the monthly bogey competition and
got into the finals of the mixed foursomes at Hyeres.

News has reached us that the following old members
of the 7th Battalion are in London, and occasionally
run across one another in the City :—
ExC.S.M. Lamb, who is employed by The London
and River Plate Bank of Princes Street;
ExC.Q.M.S. W. H. Skipp, of 54, Bow Lane, who has
taken up his prewar work as London representative
of Messrs. Robert McCade, Ltd., damask and linen
manufacturers of Belfast;
ExPte. H. L Hierons, M.M., who is a salesman at
Messrs. Currie Thomson and Co., 36, Ludgate Hill;
ExC.S.M. P. Baldry, M.C., M.M.
The last mentioned lives at 191, Mornington Road,
Leytonstone, E. ; he would be extremely grateful to
any who could put him in the way of regular employment.
At. present, he gets occasional work in a silkdyeing
factory, but is scarcely ever able to obtain a full week's
work. Moreover the nature of the work aggravates
the rheumatism to which he is subject since his im
prisonment in Germany from March, 1918, till after the
armistice. ExC.S.M. Baldry is married and has a family.
The resignation has been gazetted of Captain H. G.
James; 4th Battalion the Buffs (T.) with the honorary
rank of Major. Capt. James, during the war, did yeoman
recruiting work, and since has taken an active interest
in the Territorial force. The promotion granted him
upon retirement is welldeserved.
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Personal ia—Continued.

Lieutenant H. P. P. Robertson sailed forWest
Africa on the 21st February for employment with the
W. A. F. F.
Our thanks are due to Mr, E. Kelly (late C.Q.M.S.)
for his efforts at Hastings on behalf of The Dragon.
He is busy getting us new subscribers. One of his
victims i£\G. Brown, of 1st and 8th Battalion, who
is living also at Hastings,

A specially bound copy of the History is being sent
to His Majesty the King of Denmark, ColonelinChief
of the Buffs.
Two other old Buffs are to be met with at St. Pahcras;
Messrs. H. Gray (late 7th) and P. Munden (late 8th).
Both are employed in the dining cars plying between
that station and Manchester.
Our hearty congratulations to Captain Robin Tuke.

His is a splendid example which we should like to
see followed by many more. Can you help ?

Mr. Tom Burke (late no. 8010 Sergeant, 2nd Battn.)
hopes to be home this summer, on leave from the Malay
States Police.

Mrs. Trevor is staving at the Kent County Club at
Folkestone until March 24th, when she returns to Cam
berley.

We hear that Lieutenant A. A. J. N. Fearnside
Speed has lately undergone a successful operation on
his knee at Millbank Hospital.

We are very sorry to hear that Major Reeves was
suddenly taken ill at Aberdovy with appendicitis and
had to have an immediate operation. But our latest
news is that he is making a good recovery.

The specially bound copy of the History has been
on view at Messrs. H. J. Goulden s in the High Stree ,
Canterbury ; when despatched to the King of Denmark,
it will be wrapped in a regimental scarf which has been
supplied for the purpose by Messrs. Flight.

Mrs. Power was staying in Canterbury for a few
days last month but had to curtail her visit owing to
the illness of her father.
C.Q.M.S. S. I. Mills whom no doubt many may
remember in Dublin before the war as a great boxer,
who has been employed recently on the Gymnastic
staff at Aldershot, is at present at Napier barracks,
Shorncliffe, with his wife and family.
We congratulate Mr. Cassells on his obtaining
permanent employment under the Royal Engineers
at Canterbury, and hope he will make as good a job
of the new officers tennis courts as he did of the Adju
tants garden.
2nd Lt. K. M. C. Mallam has been gazetted to the
Regiment and is joining at the Depot on March 1st,
pending the arrival of the 2nd Battalion.
Lt.Col. Thewles has received orders to proceed to
T amaica when he is to serve with the West India Itegi
ment. We have had to find yet another acting Editor
in the person of Captain Stronge.
We congratulate the latter on the announcement
of his engagement to Miss Burnside. We ought to
get an A.l. Dragon this month ...... [Remainder ot
remarks disallowed by Acting Editor].
General Sir Arthur Paget is still at Cannes, and is
likely to be there until April.
General and Mrs. Hickson have gone from San
Remo to Beaulieu.
We are sorry to hear that Mrs. Baird has been
seriously ill at Hyeres, and consequently Captain
H. H. C. Baird is unable to resume the editorial chair
for the present.
Mr. Arthur Marshall, late 2nd Lieutenant, 1st
Battalion, is living at Sheffield.
We have news of Mr. A. C. Coleman (late G/1898
Private, 7th Battalion) who is at St. Pancras Station
where he has been for 14 years. Coleman won the
D.C.M., M.M., and M.S.M. in the war ; enlisting on the
7th September, 1914, he served with the " shining
seventh "(except for a short period whilst recovering from
wounds received on 23rd March, 1918) until the
4th August, 1918, when he was taken prisoner.

Of the six copies of the History which were gjven to
the Editor for distribution " from an old C.O. with
best wishes for better times," one has been sent to
Mr. F. Uden (an old 1st Battalion man, whose regimental
number we have unfortunately mislaid) and Mr. H.
Monk (late no. 1343 Pte.). The latter who served
with the 1st Battalion in India and with the M m
South Africa, has been out of work for some time owing
to reductions at the Arsenal.
Captain H. Jackson does not expect to sail for East
Africa until about May.
The Hon. Sec. of the Benevolent Fund acknowledges
with many thanks receipt of the following donations:
Mr. W. T. Brunger, 2/; Lt.Cokmel F. Br^€?J^nAe'
5/; Mr. A. J. Russell, 1/; Mr T. Trevor 4/6; Mr. A.
IHet, 2/; Mrs. C. E. Haynes, 2/. Total 16/6.
Many readers will be interested to learn that a
pianoforte score of The Buffs Regimental March, en
titled " The Buffs," is published by Boosey and Co.,
and can be obtained on application to Hawkes and
Son Denman Street, Piccadilly, for 2/2 post free. A
Copy can be seen at The Dragon office.
The Editor would like to bring to the notice of
the 2nd Battn. the Advertisements m this issue ot
firms in the vicinity of Portland and asks that all
business possible may be done with them.
Capt. H. Massie Blomfield, late 5th Battn. The Buffs,
has been appointed by the Ministry of Apculture as
District Inspector for North Wales, ^h headquarters
in Chester. He is now attached to the 5th (E. ot C.)
Battn. Chester Regiment, and has taken up his resi
dence at The Limes, Newry Park, Chester.
We are indebted to J. Fort, Esq., of 3 Trinity
Gardens, Folkestone, whose deceased son served in the
Buffs for his kindness in paying his subscription and
allowing us to dispose of his "Dragons as we think
fit, we shall accordingly be glad to send a copy each
month to the Canterbury Military Hospital for the
benefit of the patients.
The special attention of our readers is invited to
the last item on page 105.
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Colonels of the Buffs.

Regimental Notabilities.

No. 20. MajorGeneral William Style.

O

Colonel of the Buffs, 1779—1786.

N the appointment of Lord Amherst in 1779 to the
colonelcy of a troop of Horse Grenadier Guards,
Major GeneralWilli am Style was promoted to the command
of the Buffs, the regiment being still in Ireland. William
Style was the third son of Sir Thomas Style, 4th Baronet,
of Wateringbury, near Maidstone, so that he was a Kent
man, if not actually a Man of Kent. Although many
of the family still live near Maidstone (Sir Frederick
Montague Style, 10th baronet, lives in the United
States of America), none of them have any papers
connected with William Style, nor does any portrait of
him exist, as far as the writer has been able to discover.
The Dictionary of National Biography is silent about
him and Cannon only records his appointment in 1779
and his demise in 1786 ; whilst the Peerage and Baronet
age only relates that he married a rich young woman, by
name Catherine Bateman, and died without issue.
There is therefore nothing to be said about the subject
of this article, except that it must not be forgotten that
it was in his colonelcy that, in 1782, King George III.
directed, through him, the Buffs to assume the title of
Bast Kent Regiment and " cultivate a connexion with
that division of the county." A copy of this letter, it
will be remembered, was published, in the Commemor
ation number of The Dragon, in August of last year,
together with a coloured plate of Canterbury at that
time.
During the whole time that this respectable old
gentleman—for it may at least be presumed that he
was that—was colonel, the Buffs were out of England ;
from 1775 until 1781 in Ireland, and later, shortly after
the outbreak of war between Great Britain and the
United States, in the latter country where they arrived
on the 3rd June 1781, having embarked in March!
They were engaged at NinetySix and greatly dis
tinguished themselves at the battle of Eutaw Springs,
where the British force was commanded by Lieut
Colonel Stewart of the 3rd Foot. After King George
III. had conceded the independence of the United States
the regiment proceeded to J amaica where it remained
until the spring of 1790.
F. W. T.

Why do Women Powder.

N

O, this is not a contribution for the ladies page
placed here by mistake. The question of why
women powder has agitated the minds of mere men
from the earliest times. Salome wore breastplates and
hipchains and powdered a good deal. Cleopatra, in
her tantrums, often gave Mark Anthony the needle
about it. Queen Elizabeth wore heavily brocaded
dresses down to the ground and ruffles reaching her
ears, and there appeared very little reason for it. Sairey
Gamp and Jane Cakebread powdered for very obvious
reasons.
. .
But this practice has not been confined to celebrities
of bygone days. Middleaged misses who have missed
much, much married women who have discovered much,
of the perfidy of man, have been, and are, much addicted
to it. Youth gives it birth, old age buries it.
Much powder has been caught on the breasts of
Soldiers and Sailors, Judges and Journalists, Builders
and Butchers. The most steadfast mysogynist at one
time of his life, endured it. Much has been written and
discoursed about it, yet it has remained a source of
vexation to the mind of mere man. Though the practice
is as old as the hills, the reason lies, so to speak, under
everyone's nose. Women powder because—because—
well, bless 'em !—let 'em !
H.

C.S.M. FOLLETT.
" Nuts."

Enlisted 3rd Bn., 7399, served with 3rd Bn. at Enniskillen, Ire
land, South Africa and St. Helena.
Reenlisted 2902. Served with 2nd Bn. at Dover, Bulford,
South Africa, HongKong, Singapore and India.
With 1st Indian Expeditionary Eorce, France.
Served with 3rd Bn. at Dover and Cork.
Served with 1st Bn. at Cork, Fermoy, and Shorncliffe, and now at
Depot.
DECORATIONS.
Queen's South African, three clasps y King's South African, two
clasps; 1914 Star and clasp; British War Medal; Victory Medal;
Long Service and Good Conduct, and Meritorious Service Medal.
An efficient referee at dogfights and has a slight knowledge of bil
liards, shooting and drill, and sings " Barley Mow."
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The 1st Battalion.

C

C O N T I N U I N G our tour
J of the Near
East, the
battalion is now visiting the
Maritza valley which is a bone
of contention between the Turks
and Greeks. To avoid incidents,
in accordance with the pro
visions of the Mu4ania Conference,
an allied force has been put in
to keep the peace between the
wouldbe belligerents.
As far as
we can see there is no reason why
it should be a " bone of conten
tion "—there can be few duller
places in Europe and nobody
has yet signified desire to settle
in this neighbourhood when his
time is up.
A few things happened before
we ieic bostandjik—the most important of which was
the signal success of " A " Company in crosscountry
running, football and hockey. We were sorry we could
not continue in the Armistice Cup—for which we beat
the Field Ambulance in the first round and were down
to meet the Royal Air Force for the second—but on
January 16th, the Buffs embarked in the H.M.S,
Waterwitch to go from Asia into Europe. Entering
Europe, we found a train waiting for us and we managed
to board it, but we had so much baggage that it took the
engine over an hour to get us under way. Of course
it rained and tried to snow—but that did not deter
General Harington and all his staff from coming down
to say goodbye and express their condolences at our
banishment.
Our trek from Turkey to Greece, was a cold one.
We got to our destination just five hours late, but the
North Staffords were ready with hot breakfasts and
a warm welcome.

I leave the description of how the battalion lives to those who scribe
the company notes. It is split up into five parts—starting at the
North towards Adrianople—(a most disappointing city to visit) is the
garrison commanded by Sergeant Watson—then, comes Battalion
headquarters with B and D Companies at Kuleh Burgas—a most
important railway junction with at least six trains a day. A few miles
to the south Lieutenant Oliver looks after the road bridge over the
Maritza with two platoons of B Company. Demotica, a thriving town
of mud, the headquarters of a Greek Army Corps, is garrisoned by C
Company and, many miles further south—in a still muddier spot called
Sufli, lives A Company.
The days are spent in trying to make ourselves comfortable—the
mud precludes all thought of serious training. We get extreme and
frequent variations of temperature—a few days after we got here
there were 23 degrees of frost (by the padre's thermometer) and last
Sunday everybody was so hot that they had to sit outside their railway
trucks or on the roof. We have had many visitors from General Head
quarters to show we are not forgotten, and they have found out there
are geeseand duck toshoot—but when they arrive they find it is another
thing to shoot them—they fly so high. On Wednesday, 24th January,
General Charpy, C.B., Commanding the French troops in Turkey passed
through Kuleli Burgas at 9 p.m., on his way to inspect the French
contingent which is stationed opposite Adrianople. A Guard of Honour
under 2/Lieut. C. G. Robson, with the band, was mounted at the station,
and was inspected by the General who congratulated it on its appearance
and stated he was very glad to be greeted like this by a battalion that
had served under hiscommand during the Tchaldja operationsin August,
1922. Major General Sir W. H. Anderson, Chief of the Staff to the
British Forces in Turkey came up from Constantinople and stopped'
with the battalion on the 27th and 28th January—he visited all the
detachments during his short stay.
Amongst other visitors have been the French Military attache from
Athens and many officers from the Greek Army.
We are hoping to see the draft from the depot which is staying with
the Essex at Haidar Pasha until their trucks have been aired. Then
we are looking forward to the arrival of Captains Hart, Peareth and
Strettell soon after these notes appear in print.
We are sorry to say Captain Vertue has had to retire to hospital.
We hope he will soon be back to navigate his ship. Of our other hospital
inmates Lieut. Crozier has gone to Malta for convalesence and Captain
Essell hopes to be back in a week or so.

WANTED by the Editor.—Photographs of 1st
Battalion Notabilities for the use of our artist.

A Company.
The month of January opened quietly, finding Lieutenant Spear and
his gallant platoon holding the Kemalists at Gebze, and the remaining
Platoons at Bostandjik.
The CrossCountry Run for the Harris Shield was held at Bostandjik
on January 6th, resulting in an easy win for " A " Coy.. The first
home was Pte. Marsh ("A" Coy.) Having such runners as Capt.
Essell, C.Q.M.S. Cross, Sgt. Williams, Cpls. Bell, Meaking and West,
Ptes. Cornwall, (Puddefoot), Ringe, Cogger and many others, a win for
us was a certainty. Many of those also ran in the Brigade Run for the
Battalion at Haidar Pasha on January 13th. But it appeared to be an
unlucky day for us, for the runners of the Essex Regt. left them well
behind.
Orders for yet another move were received on January 12th. Back
to the European side and up to the Maritza Valley.
The move took place on January 16th. Boarding the "good old
tub " H.M.T.Waterwitch, we crossed over to Stamboul, there to entrain.
We were all very sorry to leave Capt. Essell behind, he being admitted
to Hospital the previous day.
After spending close on two hours standing on the station, we at last
made a start on our long traiuride. Lieut.General Sir Charles Har
ington wished us the very best of luck just before we moved off, and
waved his hands to the troops who sang " He's a jolly good fellow"
as the train started.
Several stops were made before we reached Kulei Burgas, where
Battalion Headquarters, " B " and " D " Companies detrained, leaving
the " Drums," " A " and " C " Companies to go gurther on. 
On our arrival at Demotika, " C " Company left us, and on we went
once more, No. 12 Platoon continuing with us.
We arrived at Soufli about 14.00 hours the 17th January, " The
Drums," "A" Company and No. 12 Platoon, ("C" Coy.) under the
Command of Lieut.Colonel L W. Lucas, D.S.O., M.C., forming the
Detachment. Company Headquarters, Noe. 1 and 2 Platoons and
"The Drums" are billetted in a Silk factory dose to the Railway.
No. 12 Platoon just in the village with Nos. 3 and 4 Platoons a little
further on. The other two Officers here with us are Lieut. ,W. B.
Griffith and Lieut. T. H. Spear (who is carrying out the duties of Detach
ment Adjutant). Lieut.Col. R. McDouall, C.B., C.M.G., C.B.E., D.S.O.
with the Adjutant, Lieut. C. J. Wood, M.C., paid us a visit a few days
after our arrival.
A Football Committee has been formed to run an Inter Platoon
League, The Drums competing, as a Platoon gives us six teams in all.
The first game in this League was played on February 6th, resulting in
a win for No. 2 Platoon over No. 12 Platoon by 8 goals to none. The
first round of the Inter Platoon TugoWar Competition also resulted
with a lose to No. 12, No. 3 Platoon winning by two pulls to nil. Having
made a good start, we are hoping to run several outdoor competitions
during ourstay here.
As these Notes leave, a concert is being arranged by Sgts. Jones,
Williams and Chandlers, which I will tell you in next month's Notes.
Soufli is situated in Western Thrace, and is strongly garrisoned by
Greek Troops. The roads—well, they were, some years ago—need a
great deal of finding, for they are covered with inches of mud and
refuse. The " houses" (really, I should not have called them such !)
are here, but likely to fall and become dustheaps any day now. The
inhabitants, there are very few males about, for, of course, the Greek
Army is mobilized. The females all seem to work at the Silk factory
here where we are billeted. Their dress, harem skirts and wooden
clogs, hair in a plait hanging down their backs. Main item of food,
Standard Bread. Drink Koniak.
The younger generation here seem to think that the' British Troops
do nothing but eat eggs, oranges and figs all day. As soon as we set
foot in the factoryyard, the children run with their wares to us, shout
ing, " Eggs, Johnnie !"
We have also a number of bootblacks who are even more ready than
the SergeantMajor to remind us our boots need cleaning.
In conclusion, all ranks are looking forward to meeting old chums
on the Draft from home, who we learn of on their way up, from Con
stantinople.
W. H.

B Company.
Hardly had the New Year arrived when we were ordered to prepare
for another move, this time to relieve the North Staffordshire Regiment
in Thrace on the banks of the Maritza.
When the news arrived we were in the middle of the Harris and
MacDouall Shield Competitions, which was a pity as the Battalion
is now split up into detachments.
We moved from Bostandjik on the 16th January. It was a typical
moving day (i.e. wet),and we marched toJBostandjik pier and embarked
on the Waterwitch after all our kits had been loaded on a lighter which
we towed into Sirkedji quay. Here we entrained for KuleliBurgas
which was to be our destination along with " D " and " E " Coys.,
" C " Coy. being at Demotika, and " A " Coy. at Sufli. " B " and
"E" Coys, are accommodated in railway trucks, whilst "D" Coy.
occupy a large house. We awoke the first morning to find the ground
covered in snow, and we were glad of the "Jerkins Leather" that
had been issued to us. The river had overflowed and had we only our
Sports chest with us we could have enjoyed some good skating. But
we had some good sport on theice as it was. There is some goodshooting
around here, of which the officers have taken full advantage, Lieut.
Oliver shooting at the first hare, which eventually died of fright after
having been chased several miles by members of Kennyoys Camp.
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Nos. 5 and 6 Platoons are at Kennedy's Camp, and are guarding
a bridge over the Maritza, about 2£ miles away. They are comfortably
situated in Nissen huts, Lieut. Oliver commanding the Detachment.
. A sqod concert was held there. A number of N.C.O.'s and men
journeying to the Camp to witness it. In this we were ably supported
by Corpl. Meakin, Bds. Moss, Cpl. Cornwall, and other Members of the
band.
After a fortnight of cold weather, we are now experiencing some
bright sunny days of which we are all taking full advantage.
We were all very delighted indeed, to welcome back our old C.S.M.
from A Coy., C.S.M. Dixon, may we keep him this time for good,
and always. You ought to hear his yarns of Pendik whilst with the
Spear Platoon.

Camp of Detachment under Lieut. G. L. B. Oliver.
We must congratulate the first eight of the company, in the Harris
Shield cross country run, in which the Coy. took second place to " A "
Coy., the '' Champion Company '' being third. Rumours are still strong
of another move, all we hope is if its true, that they take us trucks and
all. Eleven moves in Ten Months, not a bad record, eh ?
On January 23rd the Battalion found a guard of honour for General
Charpi, the French G.O.C., who passed through the station enroute for
France. In the guard " B " Coy. was well represented.
We all remembered General Charpi, as it was he we served under
during the Chatalja Campaign.
We hear that a draft from the Depot, has arrived at HaidaPasha,
and we hope that they will find Constant, to be all that they expected.
We hear that Gibraltar is to be our next station. May it be soon.'
It will be nice to see the married families again and be able to tell them of
all our doings in Constant, at least not all, for as an officer was heard to
remark they might " Gib."
Two Coy. Whist Drives were held at Bostandjik during January
These were run by Sergts. Goss, and Hodgkinson, to whom every credit
is due, as both drives were a huge success. We hope to have some more
when the Company gets together again, probably in Gib.
The fouryear men are still with us, but as a number of them are due
for discharge on 31st March they must go soon, so they needn't give uo
hopes.
The football team is having some good practice here having played
" D " twice, sharing the honours with a win each, so we are quite pre
pared to get on with the Harris Shield Championship.

Things we want to know.

' BUXON."

Who is " Sophy ? "
Who is " Rag and Bones ? "
Who is " Bunny ? " And is he ?
Why couldn't Corny see there was a leak in it ?
What is a three years' station like ?

Kennyoys Camp Detachment.

Once more " B " Coy. is " split up," for on arrival at the " village "
going by the name of Kuleli Burgas, just across the Maritza in Western
Thrace, the right half Coy. (5 and 6 Platoons) under the command of
Lieut. Oliver, were ordered to proceed to this camp to relieve two
platoons of the N. Staffs. Regt. The camp is about two miles from
Battalion H.Q. and is situated on the right bank of the River Maritza,
which is at present the " no man's land " between the Greeks and Turks.
We live in Nissen huts soare decidedly better off in the way of accommo
dation than our comrades at H.Qrs. who are residing in railway trucks,
the floors of which are sprinkled rather freely with coal dust to add to
their enjoyment (Ask Towny Grainger). To get back to my subject;
after taking over the camp and seeing the N. Staffs safely entrained,
we had patiently to await for our baggage and stores which were due to
arrive at 8 o'clock that evening, but did not turn up till 10.30 ! (A
rival to the S.E. & C.R.) I don't think that many will forget that
night for some time to come, for unloading baggage on a railway em
bankment at an hour drawing near to midnight on the blackest of black
nights with a snow storm at its height, in not an event which will be
easily forgotten by those who took part in it. However everyone
worked well and we were able to settle down for what remained of the
night.
The next morning found us surrounded by about three feet of snow,
and although reveille was not until 8.30 we found it was very difficult
to summon up enough courage to creep out from under our blankets
and wend our way to the river to perform our morning ablutions.
To make things more pleasant the cookhouse was snowed up and the
fire refused to burn, but after a noble struggle by our gallant Chef,
breakfast was served by about 10.30. In spite of this we were all very
cheerful.
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The next day Work commenced in earnest and as is usuql with Buffs,
the camp was turned almost upside down and in the course of a few hours
presented (though we say it ourselves) a far neater appearance. The
same thing happened day after day and still is happening, but we have
the consolation of knowing that the work of smartening up the camp
will be finished one day—the day we go away ! One of our wits, Pte.
Angel, declares that we can't be here for much longer because we have
made a Dragon in Chalk at the foot of our Flag Staff which proudly
flies the Union Jack over our camp.
Although there was and is plenty of work to do, we still find time fc r
Sport and asixaside football competition has been started and we hope
will soon be finished.
We often see our gallant commander, setting forth, endeavouring
to hide his gun from the prying eyes of the wild geese, but invariably
he returns with an empty bag and a downcast look on his face. Hov 
ever, one day he returned with his face wreathed in smiles, followed
by a man with a hare, but a little bird has whispered that this had met
its untimely end at the hands of our wood cutting party ! As we have
lately seen Pte. Piper abroad with the gun, we wonder if Mr. Oliver
has retired from the noble sport ! We hope not.
We have our Canteen here, ably run by Sgt. Goss and "Thomas."
We believe the former is thinking of retiring from the service when ti e
camp closes down !
On the 27th January we were visited by Maj.Gen. W. H. Anderson,
C.B. who seemed to be quite favourably impressed by the appearance
of camp, and especially with the equipment hung up in Cpl. Godden's
hut! (Well done Cpl. Godden).
To add to our small list of amusements an impromptu concert
arranged by Sgt. Goss was held in the dining marquee on February 3rd,
and heartily enjoyed by all. Some of the band kindly came up from
H.Qrs. to assist and an excellent programme was produced. Turns
were given by Sgt. Goss, L/Cpl. Pile, "the Quarter Bloke," C.S.M.
Dixon, Pte. Stone, and Sailor Moore, while the Moss, Meakin and
Cornwall trio kept us in roars of laughter, their original songs and
sketches being enjoyed by all.
Next month if we are allowed to remain here in peace, I hope to be
able to describe more minutely the happenings of the detachment,
and also to describe our journey to Gibraltar, Malta and some other
promised land.
Sgt. Hodgskinson is now acting as camp S.M., on the return of C.S.M.
Dixon to the company, and Cpls. Waghorn and Dennis command Nos.
5 and 6 platoons respectively.
G.W.

Things we want to know.

We know where flies go in the wintertime but where does the cook
house wood go in the night time ?
Who killed the hare ? or did it die of fright ?
Must our detachment cook have water to make porridge with ?
(" 'Snow." !)
Who is the N.C.O. learning Greek with a view to joining the Inter
Allied Commission.

C Company.

We began the month rather badly in losing the Harris Shield Cross
Country Run, but have not given up hopes of winning the shield.
Our tour of duty in the Merdivan Line being finished, we were relieved
by " D " Company on the 10th January.
During the first two weeks of the month we had persistent rumours
of a move, but, Where to
and we now find ourselves in the Maritza
Valley. Once again "C" Company performed on the baggage, and,
as per, the usual Buffs moving weather assisted in making a dreary
job of things.
On the 12th January, an advance party consisting of our C.Q.M.S.
and L/Cpl. Mullen went to take over our Company Billets at Demotica,
and Corporal Crump proceeded with "A" Company's advance party
to take over billets for 12 platoon, who were to be with " A " Companv
at Sufli.
The Battalion left Bostandjik on Tuesday, January 16th, during
the morning. By the way, " who was sweating on the baggage lighter
capsizing ? " and, " Why did the " harem " leave the lighter before we
left the pier ? " In due time we arrived at Sirkedji and loaded the
baggage ready for our exit from the city of minarets, which we left at
about 17.15 hours amid great cheers for General Harrington, who saw us

off.

The train was slow but sure, and arrived in the Maritza Vallej^ about
11.00 hrs. next day, needless to say, a good many hours late. First we
dropped Headquarters and " B," " D and " E " Companies at Kuleli
Burgas, and another half an hour saw us at our station. From a
distance the village looked alright, but, on arrival, the usual sight met
our eyes. Tons of mud, broken windows and cattle and pigs roaming
loose.
The billet proved to be a very nice place in comparison to the rest
of the village, as it is watertight, and most of the windows are intact.
It is a vety old building—rather before our time—and used to be an
Israelites' Children's School.
The Greek Army Headquarters are situated in the village, and, no
matter where we go, we can see dozens of Greek soldiers, who are just
reorganizing their forces. The Greek Band has obliged twice since
we have been here, and given us a couple of afternoon's enjoyments,
and made a very good show which was fully appreciated, tea being
served to them during the performance.
On Wednesday, 24th January an impromptu boxing tournament
took place and some very good fights were put up, the winners being :—
Feathers :—Pte. Manders, Middles—Pte. Gore, and Light Weights—
Pte. Coshall. The second half opened with a special 3 round exhibition
between Slogger Bill ("He's never worked and never will") and
Billy Gate ("He would have been Champion, but now he's too late).

(Continued on next page).

80
1st Battalion—Continued.
This contest caused much laughter, as it was intended it should do,
and finished up with both contestants going out for the count and a free
fight ensued amongst the seconds to decide which man won. The finals
then took place and resulted in the winners as already shewn.
Prizes were presented by Captain Fox, who complimented everybody
on the excellent spirits and sportsmanship shewn. The show was
witnessed by several Greek Officers, who were delighted. All agreed that
the show given was Al, and we hope to have another one shortly
Beware ! other companies !
,
On the Saturday following the boxing we lost our C.S.M. who was
taken ill and had to go to hospital, and we all join in wishing him a
speedy recovery and hope to see him back soon.
The Chief of the General Staff (General Anderson) visited us on
Sunday, and was very pleased with the general appearance of the billet.
On 30th January, the Company had a day out, and quite enjoyed
themselves four or five miles away. Just previous to going out the
Captain was informed that his horse was lame, and then the office
windows had to be opened. We made tea out and found a good dinner
waiting for us when we got back.
The next evening, to finish the month, a whist drive was held, 15
tables being in play, the players sitting on the floor and playing on a
blanket. Everything went off alright under the organization of Sergt.
Johnny Summers and his halfback, the Sheriff of Moho—who obliged
with a couple of songs during the interval. The prizes were given—six
in all—by Captain Eox, and so closed the month of January with " C
Company.
THE MUDLARKS.

D Company.
The sudden rumours of a move to the Maritza were soon realized,
and three platoons, 13, 15, and 16 found themselves on paradeone
morning in the pouring rain before reveille, ready to move off to Bos
tandjik pier, to carry out the work of loading the battalion's baggage,
while 14 platoon remained behind to move out with the battalion.
The journey from Bostandjik to Kuleli Burgas will most probably
be published elsewhere.
Needless to say we arriyed here and one even learns a geographical
lesson, for like most eastern places, the houses are conspicious by their
absence, and if it was not for the name being printed on the old house
called the Station we should not have known the place existed.
On detraining we were marched to our new homes, in which the
accommodation is rather varied, consisting of an old house, a few tents,
and a few Nissen huts.

Photo by R.Q.M.S. Evans, 1st battn. buffs ana Greek sentries on Greek
side of Maritza Bridge. Sgt. Palmar " D" Coy. Guard Commander on
Right.

Machine Gun Platoon.
Our advent into these columns has been long in coming so it is
high time some of the past events were recorded.
We arrived in the land of the Star and Crescentabout 30 strong, but
since then have been able to welcome a few from the Depot and enough
to form a complete section from the 2nd Battalion, so we have been
for the past month or so a full strength platoon.
While at Bostandjik we made the most of the opportunity and settled
down to serious training and even managed to fire a few practices, but
since Christmas our training has perforce been neglected.
On December 24th, one of our sections were called upon to compete
for the Commanding Officers prize for the best turnedout platoon and
won beating " C " (the Champion Coy.) by a short head. However we
originated from " C " so its all in the blood. Bravo No. 2. Unfortun
ately our section officer—Lieut. Coates—was away on duty and has
been attached to "C " Coy. sinceour arrival on the Maritza, and although
we have had numerous moves, we are looking forward to another. Per
haps he will rejoin us then ?
During the festive season we succeeded with the remainder of H.Q.
in having a pretty good time and our thanks are due to Q.M.S.Sgt.
Hills and his staff for decorations and arrangements.
Our stay here has so far been minus sport, owing to the nature ot
our abode and surroundings, except for football on a very wet ground.
We hope however, to bring out some talent in the near future, meanwhile
we are mostly engaged in putting on weight.
Lieut Reid, M.C., having taken over the duties of Coy. Commander
" E " Coy spends very little time with us so we are " nobody's darlings.
By the way, if you want your paths repaired or even made, just
call on our platoon Sergt., he excells, with our help of course.

Things we want to know.
Who was it fell into the mud and was absent from Guard Mounting ?
Pam.

Photo by R.Q.M.S. Evans, Is* Battn. On Maritza Bridge ; Buffs and
Turkish sentry on Turkish sid of Neutral Zone.
Our first job was to place a guard on the bridge across the Maritza
whilst the Benbow with two sections went about eight miles up the line.
Since then he has returned and Sgt. Watson (Old Curly) has taken his
place. We wish him the best of appetites, with the duck and geese.
We were pleased to say that Sgt. Barton has rejoined us for duty
from the transport and would like to know what he has done with his
spurs.
About half past two the other morning we were all turned out,
on a false alarm, through the alarm signal ringing and firing heard in the
direction of the bridge. Out went Old Pounce on the advance guard,
but we will not publish what he said to his LG.'s when he got back,
and Mandy still treats it as a huge joke. The firing turned out to be,
the turkish sentry shooting at a dog.
There is very little in the way of sports here, although we had two
rather amusing games of football in snow and slush up to our knees,
of which our opponents, kicked as much as possible in our faces, so that
we wouldn't see the ball, and a tremendousscream went up when Tobby
tried to do the baby glide on his back. Did he have a rather icy feeling
when he got up ?

Things we should like to know.
Who rang the alarm bell on the morning of the 30th January ?
Where does " Gibbo " keep his running Kit ?
Is pepper in tea a good cure for indigestion ?
When does the Battalion arrive in Gib. ?
We must congratulate the following on being appointed Lance
Corporals:—Jenkins, Cooper, Tunnadine, and Daly, we wish them every
success, also our C.S.M. who the other day was acting in the capacity
of Orderly Officer.
P. P.

" Waking
Up."

" 7"HE Army's^the place for a rise in the world,"
Said the artful recruiter so pally.
But the only one coming my way up to date,
Is the one that I get at Reveille.
When the bugler sounds on his gadget so trim,
There is no time to dilly and dally.
For an extra five minutes means five days for sure,
When the Sergeant comes rpund at Reveille.
The previous night might have been spent on the tiles.
And it's hard fox, your powers to rally.
But no matter how well you then acted the goat,
You must act on that call at Reveille.
Broadcast our Subscription Rates, and try and
get us a few listeners in.
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The Buffs Example.
The two letters following explain themselves, and provide
yet another instance of the fine standard of discipline under
trying conditions that has always been set by the Buffs.
Perhaps a reader can give us the name of the torpedoed
ship.
Dover,
Dear Colonel Dauglish,
7th February, 1918.
I enclose a copy of a letter just received, and should like
it kept amongst the Regimental Records. I have sent one
also to General Paget. I take some pride in it, as it refers to
the discipline of the men. Lieutenant Reed is very modest
about his own share. He was sent from the 4th Battalion
(T.F.) to conduct the draft to Egypt.
Yours sincerely,
(Sd.) H. D. HIRST.
From—LIEUTENANT A. HOWARD REED,
4th attached 10th Battn. The Buffs,
E.E.F.
To—OFFICER COMMANDING,
3rd Battn. The Buffs, Dover.
4th January, 1918.
Sir,
I have the honour to report on the conduct of the men of
the draft from your Battalion on the occasion of the torpedo
ing of H.M.S
as follows
The whole draft paraded at their station with the utmost
calmness, L/Sgt. Canfor (who had been blown up by the
explosion, and who was severely shaken) called the roll.
I issued cigarettes, and whilst the men detailed cut loose the
rafts, the remainder sang until the rafts were launched.
L/Cpl. Baker volunteered to jump from the rails to secure
a raft which had no painter. This he did, and succeeded in
bringing it alongside, thereby assuring the safety of about
twenty men. Owing to their splendid discipline, I was able
to get every man safely into the water, and clinging to rafts.
After about two and a half hours in the water we were
rescued, with the exception of one man (Pte. Howlett) of
whom I can find no trace. Whilst on the rafts the men sang
continuously, and cheered the work of rescue, and generally
behaved in a most gallant manner. I am unable, of course,
to give you any details of the terrible affair, which was enough
to try ihe courage of the bravest men, but I wish to say, Sir,
that the behaviour of these men was above reproach. I am
proud to have been in command of such a draft, and, in my
opinion their conduct was such that nobly upheld the honour
of our Regiment, and deserves a place in the history of the'
deeds accomplished by it. Recommendations have been
asked for, and I have submitted the names of Sgt. Canfor,
L/Cpl. Baker, and one Private.
I am extremely anxious that this should reach you safely,
and am keeping a copy to forward in case this should get lost.
Will you permit me, together with the men of the draft,
to wish yourself and the Officers, N.C.O.'s and men of your
Battalion, all good wishes for the coming year ?
I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
(Sd.) A. HOWARD REED, Lieut. 4th Bn. The Buffs.
PERSONALIA

We would like you to
SHORT SKETCHES|

help us develop these features

I

REMINISOENCES

81

The Rubaihat of Omar Kayyam.

T

HE silvery moon hung in the black, velvety heavens,
just as it had eighthundred years before, when the
precious treasure was hidden. For this moment he
had caused armies to march and countermarch across
trackless desert on which he stood. In each Column,
no matter how small, his trusty agents had secretly
sketched, mapped and measured every mile. Ancient
inscriptions on stones and buildings had been deciphered,
or if indecipherable, had been copied. Practically the
whole of the small nomad population had been interro
gated on ancient lore and literature. The result of these
labours had been faithfully transmitted to him in London
where, with the aid of Government experts, these
fragments had been pierced together in one compre
hensive whole.
The cause of all this had been a small stone, sent
him by a tourist friend, with an inscription which
deciphered, had read, " He who wears my hat shall have
the wisdom of a thousand years. O.K." Above all
things he desired wisdom !
Having completed his map, he quickly and secretly
left London, and not even his late chief, Mr. Lloyd
George, knew his destination.
He landed on a desolate part of the Mesopotamian
coast. Hiring a couple of camels and their attendants,
and faithfully following the course marked on his map,
he had, after some weeks of tiring travel, reached this
spot.
He commenced at once, working feverishly every
night, and sleeping during the day. The camel drivers
had made alternate journeys to the nearest village,
over a hundred miles away, to get supplies and water.
He had worked and toiled each night, until now, at
the bottom of a vast, bowlshaped cavity, there lay
exposed the buried treasure. Wiping his fevered brow,
he gazed down with wondering eyes. Would the
prophecy on that old stone be fulfilled ? Wisdom, how
he longed for it!
Kneeling, he brushed away the few remaining grains
of sand from the top of it, carefully inserting his fingers
beneath the brim he raised it from its sandy bed, and
shaking out the sand, held it poised above his head.
A short pause, and Winston Spencer Churchill pressed
down upon his throbbing brows the Rubaihat of Omar
Kayyam.
A fierce emotional storm surged through his tortured
being. He arose, and as he did so, there issued from his
parted lips a thin, quavering voice, rusty with eight
hundred years of neglect, which croaked forth
" Indeed reincarnation oft before,
I swore—but was I sober when I swore ?
And now, and now this stupid Win. S. C.
Has on my Rubaihat hindside afore."

Love's Illusions Lost.
pAIR Muse, lend me thy tears and weep with me,
I come not to sing of love but to mourn.
The many'merry rhymes thou gavest me
To sing the charms of Nance 0' Harbledown,
And thrill my heart with lover's ecstacies,
Ave now, Alas, but bitter ironies.
Methought I loved her for herself alone,
But now I find I did but need her charms
With which to weave my dreamer's thoughts of love ;
'Twas love itself I loved, and only love,
I needed not a lover in my dreams.
0 weep! Fair Maid, I need thy bitter tears
To mingle with mine own—I've married her f
And thus, and thus are Love's Illusions Lost.

H.
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The 2nd Battalion.
Annual
Regimental
J_ Sports took place on
December 19th and 20th, in
Holkat
Bay,
Crater.
The
winning company was " B "
Coy. with 36 points, "A" Coy.
being runnersup with 32 points.
The meeting was a great success,
thanks to the excellent Organi
zation of the Sports' Committee,
composed of Lieut.Col. Potter,
Lieut. Cartwright, and Lieut.
Knocker ; and also the fatigue
parties which prepared the
track, despite the frequent
floods
which hindered their
work.
Owing to the depletion
of the Battalion by the departure
.
of the draft to the 1st Battalion
and the T.X. details to U.K., it was decided to only hold
the events which counted towards the Harris Shield—
(with one or two exceptions).
UP1HE

EXTRA EVENTS.

The Officers and Sergeants' Tugo'War caused a
great deal of amusement, but the Sergeants proved
themselves to be the better team, and won a pull lasting
5 minutes ! !—thus getting their revenge for the never
tobeforgotten episode at Kirkuk in 1921 ! !
The 220 yds. Corporals' Handicap was won by L/C.
Coombes " B " Coy. in 27* sees., and C.S.M. Simon
" D " Coy. won the Sergeants 220 yds.
RESULTS IN DETAIL.
CROSS COUNTRY, This race was run on December 12th. Distance
about 6 miles.
(1) A, (2) B, (3) C, (4) D. Time 29 mins. 7 sees. 1st man home
—Cpl. Moore, " B " Coy.
100 YARDS. (1) R.S.M. Andrews (B), (2) L/C. Rowley (A), (3) L/C.
Rowe (A). Time 11 sees.
220 YARDS. (1) L/C. Rowley (A), (2) L/C. Rowe (A), (3) Sgt
Dennis, Sgt. Freeman (C). Time 26 2/5 sees.
440 YARDS. (1) R.S.M. Andrews (B), (2) L/C. Rowley (A), (3) L/C.
Rowe (A). Time 58 2/5 sees.
HALF MILE. (1) R.S.M. Andrews (B), (2) Capt. Rice (D), (3) Bdsm.
Carey (B). Time 2 mins. 22 sees.
ON?
(y.Cpt Moore (B), (2) R.S.M. Andrews (B), (3) Pte.
Smith (A). Time 5 mins. 16 4/5 sees.
TWO MILES (1) Cpl. Moore (B), (2) Pte. Smith (A), (3) L/C. Hodges
(A). Time 11 mins. 36 4/5 sees.
HIGH JUMP. (1) Sgt. Smith (C), (2) Pte. Reid (A), (3) C.Q.M.S.
Sayer (A). Height 4 ft. 11 ins.
LONG JUMP. (1) C.S.M. Cook (A), (2) Pte. Dann (D), (3) Sgt. Smith
(C). 17 jeet 9f ins.
(1) Cpl. Moore (B), (2) C.S.M. Cook (A), (3) Sgt. Smith
(C). Time 17 3/5 sees.
PUTTING THE SHOT. (1) Lt. Lister, Pte. Fumer (B), (2) Lt.
Sandilands, (A), (3) Bdsm. Meddle (B). 31 feet 4 im.
COMPANY RELAY RACE. (1) D Coy., (2) B Coy., (3) A. Coy.

The Teams were as under :—

A Coy.

C.S.M. Cook.
L/C. Rowley.
L/C. Rowe.
Pte. Reid.

C Coy.

Sgt. Dennis.
Sgt. Smith.
Sgt. Freeman.
L/C. Hart.

B Coy.

Capt. Backhouse.
Cpl. Moore.
L/C. Robertson.
Bdsm. Carey.

D Coy.

Capt. Rice.
Sgt. Cornwell.
L/C. Amos.
Pte. Dann.

R  , 111 t h e first r o u n d "c" b e a t " A" b y 2 pulls t o Nil 
beat ' B ' by 2 pulls to nil. For 3rd place " B " beat " A "
by 2 pulls to nil. In the final " D " beat " C " bv 2 culls to nil
D CpfY'
be^.'.Sgt Deeks, Cpl. Farr, L/C. Trice, Pte. Butler",
Pte. Gore, Cpl Standing, Pte. Lewry, Pt£. Welch, L/C. Martin,
Coach—C.S.M. Simon.
C COY. TEAM. C.Q.M.S. Tong, Sgt. Webb, Sgt. Hook, L/C. Dray
L/C. Robmson, Pte. Collins, Pte. Quinnell, Pte. Wellard Pte
Piddock, Pte. Bates. Coach—C.S.M. Vincer
D

FOOTBALL RESULTS.

December 27th. A scratch Regimental XI. beat
H.M.S. Cornflower 43.
January 1st.
Officers—The Buffs beat the Officers
of H.M.S. Cornflower and R.I.M. Northbrook 73.
(Goal scorers—Lieut. Cartwright (3), Lieut. King

(4).

January 8th.

E.T.C. beat the Officers 40.
HOCKEY RESULTS.

December 22nd. Officers of Khormaksar and Sheikh
Othman beat the Officers—The Buffs 41.
(Our goal was scored by Lieut. Lister).
December 24th. Officers beat Sergeants 21.
January 9th. Officers beat E.T.C. 31.
January 12th. 41st Dogras beat the Officers 10.
Cricket.
2ND

BATTALION THE

BUFFS

V.

UNITED SERVICES.

On J anuary 6th and 7th we played our second game
in the Aden Cricket League at Khormaksar against
a United Services XI.—The Battalion fielded the same
side which defeated the Parsis last month, except that
Lieut. Cartwright came into the side instead of L/C.
Tutt.
The chief feature of the game was an excellent
innings of 107 hy Capt. Worth, who batted for two hours
without giving a chance : he hit twenty fours !
SCORES.

2nd Bn. The Buffs.

1st Innings.
Pte. Butler, lbw, b Worth
... 17
Lieut. Lister, c Wilson, b Worth 0
Lieut. Cartwright, hw, b Worth 12
Lieut. King, c Howe, b French
1
Lieut. Hoare, c Schute, b Worth 25
Pte. King, c Schute, b Worth
5
Sgt. Smith, b Haffenden
0
Capt. Rice, b Haffenden
14
Pte. Scally, not out
1
L/C. Woods, c Schute, b Worth 0
Capt. Hamilton, c Biggs, b Worth 0
Extras
8
Total ...

2nd Innings,
c Hathaway, b French
b Worth
c Wilson, b Worth
b Howe
c Wilson, b Worth
b Worth
c French, b Howe
b Howe
not out
b Worth
c Wilson, b Haffenden
Extras

83

Total (8 wkts.)

26
12

0

8

4
36
4
3
8

Total

United Services.

1st Innings.
Lieut. Wilson, c Cartwright, b
Pte. King
...
...
...
Lieut. Stray, b Lister
Capt. Worth, c Cartwright, b
Scally
Capt. Hathaway, b Smith
...
Capt. Schute, c Cartwright, b
Scally
...
...
...
Capt. Howe, b Lister ...
...
Maj. French, lbw, b Scally ...
Lt. Buckland, c Lt. King, b
Cartwright
Lieut. Taylor, not out
Sgt. Haffenden \ ,., . ,,
sit. Biggs
}did not bat
...
Extras

4
7
30

2nd Innings.

22
4
107
8
8
4
10
11

19

... 199

not out
not out
Extras
Total

20
6

1
27

2ND BN. THE BUFFS V. MOHAMMEDAN C.C.
This was our third game in the Aden cricket league,
played on the Crescent ground, Steamer Point, on
January 20th and 21st. Our opponents won the toss,
but put us in first, and soon disposed of us for 45 ! M.
Yasim Khan performed the " hattrick " twice in this
innings, and took in all 8 wickets for 24 runs.
The Mohammedans replied with 155, despite some
excellent bowling by Ptes. Scally and King, and Lieut.
Sandilands. Our second innings proved even more
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disastrous than the first, and we were dismissed for 38,
Yasim Khan again doing most of the damage, and taking
5 wickets for 18 runs—The fielding was excellent through
out the game.

2nd Bn. The Buffs.

1st Innings.
Lt. Cartwright, c Shamoo, b Y.
Khan ...
...
...
... 19
Lt. King, st Shumshair, b Y. Khan6
Lt. Hoare, c Y. Khan, b A.Khan 14
Pte. Butler, c A. Khan, b Y. Khan 2
Pte. Scally, b Y. Khan
...
0
Pte. King, b Y. Khan
...
0
Lt. Sandilands, c Syea, b Y. Khan 0
Capt. Rice, not out
...
...
1
L/C. Tutt, c A. Khan, b Y. Khan 0
Sgt. Smith, b Y. Khan
...
0
L/C. Woods, b A. Khan
...
1
Extras
...
...
...
2
Total

83
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

How many people noticed that on the last lot of bronze Regimental
medals Oudenarde is shewn twice on the honours round the badge.

2nd Innings.

c Hoosain, b Y. Khan
c Yasun, b Y. Khan
run out
b A. Khan
c Ahmed, b A. Khan
st Shumshair, b Y. Khan
c Hoosain, b Y. Khan
lbw, A. Khan
b Shamoo ...
b Sambo
not out
Extras

45

Total

M.C.C.

1st Innings.
Y. Khan, c Rice, b Cartwright
A. Karim, c Smith, b Scally
...
Shamoo, c Cartwright, b Pte. King
A. Khan, b Sandilands
Sambo, c Butler, b Sandilands
Syed, b Pte. King ...
Shumshair, Khan, c Cartwright, b Sandilands ..
Abdul Ghafoor, c Hoare, b Sandilands ...
Izher Amhed, c Cartwright, b Scally
Hoosain, not out
Salem, c Woods, b Lt. King
Extras

2

15

16
10
11

3
34
20

0

13
16

15

Total
M.C.C. won by an innings and 72 runs.
J. E. K.

" B " Coy. Notes.
Since we last wrote, the Company has won the
Sports, after a neck and neck race with " A " Coy.
Our success was largely due to the splendid efforts of
R.S.M. Andrews and Cpl. Moore, both of whom ran
excellently. The former carried off the 100x, * mile,
and * mile, and got 2nd place in the mile—a very fine
performance. Cpl. Moore won the one mile, two miles,
and Hurdles, besides being the first man home in the
Cross Country Race.
We did very well in Putting the Shot, Lieut. Lister,
Pte. Furner, and Bdsm. Meddle all being placed.
We were beaten by " D " Coy. in the Tugo'warby
two pulls to nil, but beat " A " Coy. for 3rd place by
two pulls to nil.
MACHINE GUN SECTION.

This month we have further sporting victories to record.
In the Harris Shield Competitions we competed for our respective
Companies. In the Cross Country Run Ptes. Stocken and Galpin ran
for B Coy. and won bronze medals as Runners Up. Pte. Austen and
L/Cpl. Godden ran for C Coy. and Ptes. Hart and Follington for D Coy.
Pte. Wellard pulled in the TugoWar for C Coy. and Pte. White for A
Coy.
In the boxing, Ptes. Hart fought for D Coy. and won his weight
receiving the Regimental Featherweight Challenge Cup. His first fight
was with Dr. Siffleett of B Coy. The second fight was against Cpl.
Clarke of A Coy. Although Cpl. Clarke had a great advantage in having
a much longer reach Dasher got into him and finished him off in one
minute 12 seconds. The last and final fight was against Pte. Smith of
B Coy. who had just had a gruelling fight or probably the result might
have been different.
Ptes. Atkins and Galpin fought for B Coy. Atkins had very hard
luck in slipping, in the first round, on to a light blow by L/Cpl. Jewell
of D Coy. and hitting his chin on the boards put himself out for a count.
Galpin was unfortunate in losing his contest against Pte. Lines of B Coy.
on points. If he had forced the fighting more, the decision might have
been reversed.
Pte. Reynolds fought for A Coy. against Cpl. Relf of D Coy. This
fight caused a lot of amusement owing to the fact that both contestants,
ducked their heads, shut their eyes and gave swinging blows, sometimes
when they were nowhere near one another. Reynolds eventually lost
on points.
The Numbers one and two on the Guns are going through a revolver
course under Capt. Hamilton, so after this the Wild West won't be in
the same street.

A "Companion of the Bath."
The Stinging Ray shewn in the photograph was
speared by Sgt. Warner in the swimming bath at Crater.
It weighed 38 lbs., the length of the tail being 4 ft.,
body 2 ft. 6 ins., and the sting (resembling a large
thorn) near the base of the tail, was 3 inches. The
first thrust proved unlucky for Sgt. Warner, the handle
of the spear breaking, and he fell fully dressed into the
bath, the fish making off with half the spear, which
shewed above the water, and looked like the periscope
of a submarine.
An opportunity presented itself about 10 minutes
later for a final thrust, and the fish was landed.
L/Cs. .Dray and Crouch (also in photograph) proved
capital fishmongers and cooks that evening in preparing
and cooking the victim, which proved a substantial
meal for a large number of men.
A Stinging Ray puts up a wonderful fight, savagely
thrashing the water with its tapering and powerful
tail, at the same time stirring up sand to hide itself
from the hunter.
They finally bury their bodies in the sand, by using
their wings, but one difficulty to them is that they can
not bury their tails, which in clear water are always
visible.
J. A. SAYER, C.Q.M.S.
WANTED by the Editor.—Photographs of 2nd
Battalion Notabilities for the use of our artist.
Depot Cricket Week.
N response to the demand for early notification
of the date of the above, among those whose
holidays have to be arranged some time ahead, attention
is drawn to the fact that the Depot Cricket Week in
1923 will be from 18th to 26th August.

J
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THE SERGEANTS' MESS.

A very gradual change in the climate is noticeable
here, especially when partaking of that excellent
medicine " R.S.M.'s Parade."
Up till recently one maintained a fairly even temper
ature throughout the parade, but now its a WET SHIRT
every time.
I think the R.S.M. has a birthday every week, as
on any Friday all the " staid old gentlemen " of the
Battalion gather round him and endeavour to master
the " KICK STEP."
Judging by the expression on the instructor's face
at times, he has a job to keep it normal, as fitting to the
occasion.
The C.S.M.'s are going strong in the revision of the
above though its hard lines on C.S.M. Upson when he
gets between two "Six FOOTERS."
Sgt. Mannering commences a Revolver Course on
the 31st January, and henceforth will be known as
" Deadwood Dick." He has purchased a pack of cards
to practice on, but says he will require a good many
packs. Someone passed a rude remark :—" did he
intend to throw them up altogether and fire in the
middle ? "

Sgt.Instr. (Edn.) Redshaw sailed on Sunday for India and our
regret is sincere, for by his genial character he has made many friends.
The best of luck 'AVENT' and future success.
A draft of the Norfolk Regt. has arrived, and is stationed at Steamer
Point. Sgts. Freeman, Ear kin, and Liston have gone to give them a
hand in settling down.
A party of one Officer, two W.O.'s and twentyfive other ranks,
proceed on Thursday, 1223, by special train, to the rail head, about
80 miles.
Representatives of other Units in Aden also go, as I understand
the journey is to test a new engine purchased by the Aden Railway
authorities. Query, why didn't they send " Billy " and " Chick," and
dispense with the representatives ?
Steps are being taken to gather a few " musicians " together, and
form a Jazz Band to enliven the time during the voyage home.
The Corporals are giving a farewell show on Wednesday, the
31/1/23 ; and they promise to have a good attendance.
Sgt. Stewart has been discharged from Hospital and his opinion
of Aden Boils is worth listening to. Hearty congratulations to Major
and Mrs. Norman on being presented with a son.
No definite date has yet been published as to when the Battalion
embarks, but we live in hopes that it will be the 10th of March (not
1924) or earlier.
Recently the Sergeants met the Corporals at Billiards and the
Corporals gave a demonstration of " potting the Red" by beating the
Sergeants, still "own back" next time as we will have a few players
" sleep on the table."
Everyone here seems to be suffering from "financial cramp"—
must be going home, and from what I hear, several new " Dove Cots "
will be started. We may leave Sgt. Hook behind, as he is awaiting
a decision as to whether he goes to the I.O.D. or not, any rate, good luck
" Hooks."

Before closing these notes, let me take you to the
SQUARE and—

; 

The Kick Step's fine I hear you say,
Well—Look now just across the way
And spot that squad of N.C.O's.
In the gentle hands of one who knows.
Their legs they twist, and turn about
And " Tummies " sure are inside out
With legs entwined in wild embrace.
They nobly try the time to chase.
Now some you see are round before
And naturally you'll hear a roar
Ah I—There it is, a.nd cant he shout
When the next squad forms—He'll find me out.
Now over there—just move your glance
The C.S.M.'s they do a dance
But one is short—is that not so ?
And full of figure—makes him blow.
Their stride's sedate, and figures fine.
One must admit they keep in line
But wait—one halts—does he " forgit ? "
Ah ! No—But says " Can't cope with it."

" A.B. 70."

Skiing in Switzerland.
(by Lieut. J. R. Willows).

ANYONE

who has
not been to the
winter
Sports
in
Switzerland has lost
one of the best holdiays
the world can offer.
There, everybody of
no matter what age,
can find some kind of
sport with which they
are familiar.
Skiing
to my mind is far
and away the most
attractive.
As
a
beginner you feel the
most awkward and un
gainly creature that
ever
attempted
to
move. However, once
you have clamboured
to the top of a slope
and managed to get
both skis at the same time pointing downhill, nothing
is more delightful. Of course there always comes
a time, when you either have to swerve to avoid a tree,
or some other obstacle in your downward rush, or else
to stop at the bottom to avoid breaking your neck in
a stream or going over a precipice. Then all you have
to do is to sit quietly down and hope for the best. This
sounds easy, and really is quite simple, but then you
have to get to the upright position on your skis is again.
This may not be so simple as you probably find yourself
with both skis crossed and buried deep in the snow,
your knees and legs entwined, and your face and head,
not to mention your arms and sticks twisted in every
other direction from your legs. However, in due
course these difficulties are overcome and you learn
to stop and turn without sitting down and you can
enjoy a somewhat drier days exercise.
The hotels in Switzerland are quite comfortable
and well heated. A cheery party (without a chaperone)
is also another necessity. The management usually
provides a dance band, which plays opera music very
well. The service is good once your orders are under
stood, otherwise having ordered a bath, you will either
be brought breakfast in bed or a washing list by mistake.
Expenses are light and can be kept at a very moderate
level unless you elect to waste money in the various
gambling machines in the hotel provided by a kindly
and thoughtful management for your spare francs.
My own impressions of Switzerland are perhaps
a trifle disconnected but have left me with, a great
desire to repeat the trip each year, and to encourage
everyone else to do the same.
J
J.R.W.

Biscuits.
Dragon " Biscuits " have this month been awarded
to the following :—
1. The recruit who when asked the meaning of
" interior economy," replied " Don't eat too much.
2. The recruit who when asked to name The Com
mander of "A" Coy., Depot, replied "The King of
Denmark."
Have you any suggested receipents for our
" Biscuits." Let the Editor know all about it.
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The Past and Present Association.

Cpl. (now R.S.M.) Andrews, The Buffs.

(By Sergt. F. W. Potter, Hon. Sec.).

(by an old Buff).

URING the first month of the new year, things
have gone fairly well with the Association, and
many new members have been added to the roll.
Yet there is room for more. There is always room
for new members and none are refused admittance.
The whole of the members of the Sergeants' Mess of
the Depot are subscribing members to the Past and
Present. In fact, it is an unwritten law that all must
be able to add to their names " member of the P. and P."
Is this the same in the 1st and 2nd Battalions ?
" B " Company of the Depot have added another
74 names to the list, and " A " is expecting to add as
many, if not more.
There has not been sufficient time for the Battalions
to respond in number since the beginning of 1923, but
I feel confident that the old " recruits " who were
members during their Depot days, will " stump up "
and again be among us as members in this year's list.
I expect that the 1st Battalion have other things to
think of at the present moment.
It would be welcomed if the T.F. Battalions would
make effort to enroll more for the Association. We
do not wish it to be " a serving Regular's Affair " but
what we do want, and most sincerely so, is the As
sociation of the Past and Present Buffs to be one of
ALU BUFFS. If I might express my own wish, (in the
language of Tommie), " I would like a general muck in
young, old, Regulars, Terriers, and the old G.S. men
of 19141919.
As in 191419 we could not do without them, so is
the case now. What about it ?
It may not be generally known that members who
lose either life membership or annual badges may obtain
another on payment of 1/ for U.M. and 6d. for Annual
badges. Just apply to the Hon. Secretary, send the
cash, and'the badge will be sent per return.
It is early to talk of Cricket Week and the Annual
Dinner, but in these days of hustle, a move must be
made. As soon as definite arrangements are known,
due notice will appear in the " Duck."
R.Q.M.S. Andrews, who for the past years has been
the Hon. Secretary, has gone to join the " Past." He
spent many busy hours with the working of the Past
and Present, and had the interest of the Association
at heart. It is hoped that the work done will not have
been in vain, and that the large membership, (of which
he was so proud), will maintain at least the same level
as during his days of office. The ," past " is now with
him, but the " future" is with us.
Lets " all out for a bumper year in the P. and P. in
1923."

W

HAT he can do now I can't say. In his day,
he must have been one of the finest runners
that the Army ever produced.
From the 100 yards to the mile he was equally
successful. Although at the quarter and halfmile
he was at his best.
I think he discovered himself at the first Regimental
Sports meeting at Harrismith, when he entered the
quarter to make up the number required to make a
third prize. He " revealed unsuspected potentialities,"
so much so, that he took away the first prize.
A born runner, with the style and grace of an old
Greek Marathon runner, he took his running seriously,
and was never out of condition, being fit at any time of
the day or night, to run a race with any man.
He took the Quarter and halfmile championships
of South Africa as though they were the easiest things
possible. He entered, and won, many events in Hong
Kong. The InterPort trophy for the 100 yards had
been won by some chap from Shanghai two years in
succession, and he was hoping to hang it on his watch
chain for ever. Through meeting R.S.M. Andrews, he
is still hoping, as hope, the poets say, " springs eternally."

Cpl. A. Andrews and prizes won by running (from a
photo taken in 2nd Battn. in 1910.
He went over to Manilla to run the half mile against
a Yankee champion and lost the first race, due probably,
to the race taking place before he had lost his sea legs'.
Anyway, it was unsatisfactory and another race was
arranged, which R.S.M. Andrews won easily, so decis
ively in fact that no one could be found to back the
Yankee for a tjiird. So he collected all there was to
collect and went back.
His intense application to training details was one
of his chief points. I think his best quality was that
he never allowed himself to get out of condition. No
matter how hard he may have trained for a Sports
Meeting, if after it there was no prospect of another for
a twelvemonth, he still kept himself in hand. A thing
young soldiers who desire to emulate him should remem
ber. His trophies must be worth a considerable amount,
even at prewar prices.
What he did after he came home, I don't know.
By that time he must have passed his zenith, and the
world—the world of sport anyway—belongs to youth.

Note.—Our Enquiry Bureau is open to all our readers
free gratis and for nothing. Queries of all kinds are heartily
invited. Editor.
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Letters to the Pay Office.
The following are extracts from actual letters re
ceived at various Record and Pay Offices during the
war :—
Sir,—I write these few lines for Mrs
who
cannot write herself. She is expecting to be confined
and can do with it.
^
Dear Sir,—You have changed my little boy into
a little girl. Will it make any difference ?
Sir,—My husband Bill, was on furlough, and now
he has gone back he has been put in charge of a
Spitoon. Shall I get any more pay ?
Dear Sir,—My husband has joined the Army. Will
yon please send me his elopement money.
Dear Sir,—I am a pore lone widder of 66. Will you
send mi suns monie an the seven blessings will be on yer.
I can do with it.
WANTED.—The names and addresses of all old
Buffs to enable us to send them a " Dragon."
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Enquiry Bureau,

ILL Captain Angus McCulluin who served with
6th and 8th Battalion The Buffs and then
proceeded to West African Rifles please communicate
with Lieut. G. E. Stevens, M.C., Drill Hall, East Street,
Sittingbourne.
TERRIBLE ROW IN THE 2ND BATTALION SOTS.' MESS.
Bang ! Bang !! Bang !!!." I say, Yes," said " Snowy "
as he banged the table vigorously, his face flushed with
anger. Just then the R.S.M. arrived, " What s the
meaning of all this row ?"
^ #
tt
" Can I speak to you a moment, Sir " said " Snowy.
" What is it ?" was the reply.
"These fellows here, Sir, won't accept my ex
planation of the method by which the rind is put on
cheese. One says, it is rolled down sloping boards
until the outside surface becomes hard. That's im
possible, Sir, just imagine the extra labour it would
require. Another says, the rind is made first and then
the cheese is forced through a small hole to^ the inside,
and this latter explanation quite upset me."
" Well let it finish there " said the R.S.M. " I wish
" Sarcavant " would keep his Debating Society outside
the Mess. I know he's endeavouring to make this the
most intellectual Mess in the Service."
All of a sudden, another noise broke out at the other
end of the room.
#
#
M
 " But it doesn't go up, it stops where it is !
" Now the
who the
how the
what the
smoke's the matter this end ? I've just settled one
argument. Now what is the matter?"
" Well it's like this, Sir," said " Sebonski," " I am
offering any one of these fellows a job with my poor
blind brother. He sent me a letter saying" he would
like to employ a deserving Buff to accompany him in
his walks round London. This Buff would have to ex
plain everything to him that one would come across
whilst walking round. I have given them this test, to
explain to my brother what a Spiral Staircase is, and
that silly lump there from the Married Quarters says,
" A Spiral Staircase is one that goes up. Can't go up,
can it ? It's a fixture."
"Well," said the R.S.M. " I should say a Spiral
Staircase is one that is made of iron and goes round
and round and
" But it doesn't go round and round, Sir, it's a fixture.
" I'll give it best; fight it out among yourselves.
I'm going. Ask " Sarcavant."
Dear Editor please explain to us poor ignorant
members what a Spiral Staircase is and how do they
get the rind on cheese. We were not present when
this row was going on. Sarcavant won't tell us. He
told us to appeal to you. We will be very thankful for
a solution and pray for your long prosperity and to
your heirs for ever.
THE AVANTS.
PROFESSOR NUTTALLTHARE Replies.
STAIRCASE, SPIRAL—A fixture that has had to
stand still for so long that it has the " Wind " up.
(To rhyme with Findup).
CHEESE—RIND ROUND THE—PLACING OF.
This is effected by filling a suitably shaped rind with
milk, and introducing a few optimistic frogs, who
in their endeavours to escape, convert the milk into
cheese.
(Note:—To enquirers asking what becomes of
the frogs, I can only reply " Cheese it "/)
Apropos George Geer's enquiry in last month's
issue as to the whereabouts of Corporal " Queen "
(no doubt intended for our famous athlete J ack Quinn,
whose obituary notice appeared in a recent issue of
The Dragon), my mind often goes back to the good
old days when poor old Jack Quinn, in the hey day of
(Continued on foot of next column).
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The Broad Arrow.

HE origin of the Broad Arrow as a mark of govern
ment property has been so frequently misstated,
that the accompanying note may be of use.
As is well known, the mark used to be found on
every bullet, every copper cap, every square foot of
tentage and in fact on all government property. It
is still to be seen on stones and other places indicating
the altitude above sea level of places on the ordnance
map, not to mention its use on the clothing of civil
prisoners.
It has been supposed to have originated from the
badge of Henry, Viscount Sidney, Earl of Romney,
Master General of the Ordnance, 16931702.
That
badge, however, was a pheon or broad arrow Head,
and always shown point downward and with the two
arms or limbs invected, whereas the Broad arrow
always has the point upward and the limbs are straight.
Now the first use of this mark may be traced to a
date some 140 years earlier than the above.
In the days of Queen Mary, Sir Thomas Gresham,
the founder of the Royal Exchange, and in 1554 residing
at Antwerp, was actively employed in smuggling to
England gun powder and other materiel.
A letter of his to the Council dated 6th February,
1553[4] mentions " giving your Lordeshipes to under
stand that as this daye I have ressovid xxxvj barells of
gowne powwdyr partte of the complement that was
lent to the Regent, wyche I have shippid in a Inglishe
Crayer* Mr. Thomas Spache of Lye undr this marke
in the margent, the wayght therof yow shall receive
by the shipe and for the rest, as ytt can be maid, so yt
shall be delyveryd wth as moche expeedycyone as
maye be."
Again on 30 November, 1554, Sir Thomas, writing
from Seville to the Council, says that he left Medina de
Campo on the 23rd, reached Seville on the 26th and
found his factor, Edmund Hogan, with the 100,000
ducats, which were being despatched that day.
" There ys 1. cassys marckyd wth the brod arrow
and be nomeryd from no. i to no. 1."
In this letter he repeats the " mark in the niargent "
as in the first letter and calls it the " brod arrow."
The mark is and was, no doubt, a merchant's mark,
but, as we see in these cases, employed in government
work. The ease with which such a mark could be ap
plied to any material was most probably the origin of j
its use. Three blows with a chisel would make it at
once.
DILLON.
*A small Trading Vessel.

Enquiry Bureau—Continued;
his youth, used to keep us smiling at his quaint Irish
witticisms.
'One day about 40 years ago, when the 1st Battalion
was quartered in the Citadel Barracks, Dover, he and
I were scrounging for an early morning " liven er."
I was merely a kiddie then, and was being initiated.
We were making our way to the Sergts' Mess via the
old subterranean tunnel which was dimly lighted by
a couple of gas jets into niches in the walls—when
about half way through we heard footsteps " clonk,"
"clonk," approaching, and Jack gripped my arm,
whispering " Be the powers, here comes Joey " and we
promptly turned about. Then we heard Sergt. Major
Pepper's melodious voice calling " Corporal Quinn ?"
Jack replied of course " Yes Sir." Then came the
expected question " Where are you going ?" and Jack,
without a moments hesitation, innocently answered,
" I am going back, Sir."
We got our "livener" at Joey's expense.
Jack remarked to me afterwards "That's your first
experience of being on licensed premises during pro
hibited hours, and you'll never forget it as long as you
remember it." And I hav'nt.
E.K. 234.
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BING'S
M INERAL WATERS
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1
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—
— . CANTERBURY
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FOR

SPORTS CLUBS

By supplying the VERY BEST

Sports Requisites
1 Mr. Secretary—May we quote you for
|
your Season's Requirements ?

FINN'S STORES cam«TerL8,R?
E. JARRETT
32 PALACE STREET, CANTERBURY

Greengrocer, Fruiterer,
and Potato Merchant
I

I

Families waited on daily

E STABLISHED OVER 40 YEARS.
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Phone :—81, Canterbury.

GEORGE BROWNING
BUILDER & CONTRACTOR
ST. GEORGE'S PLACE
$

J. GOpDGER
.Pastrsjeeefi
21

(gofifeetioner

Havelock Street
Canterbury

Wedding, Christening and Birthday Cakes
Patronised by the
Sergeants' and Corporals' Messes of The Buffs

J. HUNT & SONS
Drapers, flDen's Ibosiers
Ibouse jfurntsbers
LARGE STOCKS OF
RELIABLE &

HIGH CLASS GOODS
AT

POPULAR

PRICES

1—6 Mercery Lane, CANTERBURY

ST. LAWRENCE LAUNDRY CO. LTD. Portland, Weymouth & District.
OLD DOVER ROAD
CANTERBURY
OFFICERS' WORK A SPECIALITY

INSPECTION INVITED

SUITS DRY CLEANED & PRESSED
EXPEDITIOUSLY & WELL
PHONE—46 CANTERBURY

HOUSE AGENT:—

F. W. FULLER, F.AJ.
61 St. Thomas Street
WEYMOUTH
List of Properties for Sale or to Let,
free on receipt of requirements
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GIBBS & SONS
General printers
42 & 43 PALACE STREET
CANTERBURY
BOOK and CATALOGUE WORK.

B. NINNES
^TEBCTCCISL

TYPE SET

BY

MACHINERY

64,

Established over 120 Years

H. & G. SIMONDS, Ltd.

H IGH S TREET
HYTHE, K ENT

66,

ESTIMATES GIVEN

W.

PESIGNEV

68

S AMSON

NEWSAGENT and TOBACCONIST

Brewers, "Wine & Spirit Merchants

PERIODICALS DELIVERED.

READING

9 THE BORO', CANTERBURY.

THE TAMAR BREWERY, DEVONPORT
Under same control and Management:—

MACKESON & Co., Ltd., SOUTH BERKS BREWERY Co., Ltd,.
Hythe, Kent.
Newbury.
Unrivalled for the Supply of NAVAL and MILITARY
CANTEENS and MESSES

Branch Stores and Offices
ALDERSHOT (MilitaryBranch)
Farnborough Street, Farn
borough, Hants.
BRIGHTON — 4 Castle Square,
and 96 Church Road, Hove.
FARNBOROUGH — (and for
Royal Military and Staff
Colleges, Sandhurst) — Farn
borough Street, Farnborough,
Hants.
HASTINGS—51 Robertson St.
LONDON—32 York Road, Lam
beth S.E. 1.
LUDGSRSHALL — and for
Andover and'Salisbury Plain)
—Tidworth Road.
OXFORD—30 Queen Street and
1 Cowley Road.
PLYMOUTHThe Tamar Brew
ery, Devonport, and 6 The
Octagon, Union Street, Ply
mouth (for Exeter & Western
District.
PORTSMOUTH—(and for Gos
port, Isle of Wight, Southern
District and Channel Islands—
33 Marmion Road, Southsea;
and Railway Station, Land
port.
[Stores.
SALISBURYFishertonBrewery

SHORNCLIFFE^ and for Dover,
Sandgate and South eastern
District) Mach^n&Co. Ltd.,
The Brewery, Hythe, Jfent.
SLOUGH (and for Windsor,
Fgham, Datchet, etc )—High
Street, Slough
SWANSEA—43 Orchard Street,
WOKING—(and for Chertsey,
Weybndge,
Walton  on 
Thames, Cobham, Guildford,
Bisley Camp, etc.) 88 Chert
sey Road.
WOOLWICH—(and for Colch
ester, Chatham, Sheerness,
Shoeburyness and Warley)—
51 Artillary Place, S.R., 18.
DUBLIN—41 Wellington Quay.
MALTA—311 Strada Reale and
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 Right
Marina, Valetta.
GIBRALTAR—Alameda.
BRUSSELS — 2325, Rue des
Ateliers, BruxellesMaritime,
Bruxelles.
„ATT*0
EGYPT, SOUDAN, PALES
TINE — Agent: Mr. J. B.
Caffari Military Contractor,
Cairo.

WILLIAM LEFEVRE, LTD.
Call attention to their departments for

HOUSEHOLD LINEN, DRAPERY,
FURNITURE, FLOOR COVERINGS,
BEDSTEADS and BEDDING
AND

COSTUMES, BLOUSES, MILLINERY
AND

Everything for Ladies' & Children's wear
There is a larger variety at lower
prices to be seen in the shops and
windows of William Lefevre, Ltd. in
Guildhall Street and Sun Street.
All prices are invariably the keenest
in the district and the courtesy and
attention given to customers by our
excellent staff make shopping here a
pleasure
.

Patterns, Quotations and Estimates are gladly sent
to enquirers. Carriage is paid on all goods and post
orders have very careful attention

W I L L I A M L E F E V R E , LTDGuildhall & Sun St., Canterbury
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(By a Master Mind on Military
Matters of Moment).
HOPS.
TpROM the moment a man first takes
wp  JL
the shilling, (or whatever this amount
has become under the present high cost of
recruiting), the authorities seem bent on
improving his bent figure and ungainly gait, and strange
to say, in order to improve matters they proceed to
bend him a little more, and steps are taken to transform
his third class carriage in the gymnasium into what
might appropriately be termed a first class " pullman."
With the same end in view they administer un
ending doses of slow marching on the barrack square,
with body held erect and toes pointed like those of a
ballet girl, until it is not long before the bally man realises
he is able to poise himself so well that he contemplates
throwing out bets on his ability to keep his balance on
the edge of a twopenny slice of N.A.A.F.I. Cake.
But it is not on this branch of training I wish to
enlarge, but rather on that for which the army gymn
asium were really erected, to wit, dances, or as the Ameri
cans called them in the past, hops.
The Army gymnasium is not one of those small pokey
places in which one cannot find room to swing a cat.
It is illvariably a pretty large place, with plenty of room
to swing quite a number of ladies.
Acting, I believe, on Complaints received from
Germans during the Great War, that Tommy was, to
say the least of it, very rough in his deportment during
raids and attacks upon them, the authorities, determined
that the next War shall bring no repetition of this
disgraceful state of affairs, are encouraging the soldier's
attendance at Military dances.
To the outsider it would seem that the dance hall
is scarcely the place in which to become imbued with
the finer military qualities, but one has only to attempt
to get to the bar after a particularly warm bout of lancers
to realise that no finer training is obtainable for giving
one the right Spirit for going over the top.
Again, one has only bravely to circumnavigate the
ball room a few times with that particular kind of partner
who excels in avoirdupois and gives you the full benefit
of it, to realise that therein lies some very fine practice
for carrying cases of bully beef or footboards, in addition
to one's equipment, and arms, up a muddy communica
tion trench.
Then again, many a young soldier who has up to
the present been tolerably successful in avoiding female
company, feels like sinking through to Australia if one*
as much as glances in his direction. Attendance at a
few dances, however, puts the matter right, and he
soon becomes so accustomed to the company of ladies
that he is able to treat such glances, which formerly
frizzled his spine, with as much unconcerned detachment
as though they were husband and wife.
Consider how valuable such an accomplishment
would be when living iu a billet where there is a glut of
girls, or in the contingency, which is not at all impossible,
of taking part in an affaire du guerre against a hostile
party of Amazons.
There is no doubt that dancing improves the balance,
physically speaking, though it tends towards the loss of
any one has in one's pocket. The poise necessary for the
correct throwing of a streamer can hardly be improved
upon for the successful propulsion of a Mills bomb,
while the stealthy glide of the up to date onestep is
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undoubtedly the one step suitable for No Man's Land
when out on patrol.
Excellent Scouting practice is obtained when one
sets out to find one's partner, and the Marching Lancers
is as valuable as a Military exercise as its name implies.
Through the medium of the dance the recruit becomes
accustomed to substituting the arms of dancing partners
for the Arms of Morpheus and surviving whole sleepless
nights without a blinking yawn.
He acquires sang froid and becomes adroit and
graceful. He walks into the Army like a camel with
corns, and soon becomes as the gazelle with the grace
of a goddess, a grace that enables him to be marched in
front of his Commanding Officer, as he sooner or later
must be, without stumbling over the doormat, to salute
his superiors without any fear of skidding and poking
his eye out, and to raise his glass of tonic without cricking
his elbow.
At the dance he learns good manners. If he is one
who hitherto has never opened his mouth without
putting his foot in it, the acquirement of manners will
prevent him in future opening it sufficiently wide for
such an astonishing feat to be successfully performed.
It will teach him to wait for his refreshment until
all the ladies are served, even though it is nearing closing
time and his throat is as dry as a modern revue.
It will teach him to say things concerning the sergeant
major in his absence, as agreeable as those he is wont
to utter in his presence. It will indeed, help to raise the
tone of the man, and give him so much self assurance
and confidence that he is soon up to concert pitch, and
a source of entertainment to his fellows.
Thus it is that say—an exblacksmith's striker will
lay aside his set of tools for a set of lancers, and emerge
with a touch as delicate as a policeman's tip, and a
gentlemanly presence and atmosphere which would
bring Owen Nares to tears.
All of which will help to make the Army enjoyable
until one's time comes to waltz off for good.
REVILO.

The Army Encyclopaedia

(Continued)

COMPILED BY PROFESSOR NUTTALLTHARE.
PARTNER.—A cautious player at Euchre who
always becomes a policeman when he is not a " butty."
A member of the opposite sex that one frequently
takes for a waltz, and occasionally for an elephant with
a backward tendency in locomotion.
PARTNERS (STEEPING).—The cause of one's
failure to carry off prizes at whist drives.
PASS.—The first step towards " another goal."
PAY AND MESS BOOK.—The book in which
particulars of the soldier's pay appear. A very
intricate document, it is full of pitfalls for the unwary.
The Regimental Paymaster from his "Observation"
Post frequently detects errors in its compilation, hence
the name Pay and Mess Book.
PAY DAY.—The day on which hope revives, and
pint mugs and debts are wiped out.
PEG (ON THE).—A disagreeable " hung up"
state which sometimes results from too strong a liking
for pegs of a different kind.
PENSION.—That which Pierrepont and some old
soldiers are hanging on for.
PHYSICAL*
TRAINING.—That
which
will
transform a weed into a British Oak with a strong and
sturdy trunk.

Films Developed and Printed.
B. <& W. FISKMOORE,
Canterbury.
Kodaks.
Tel. 337.
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Battle Record of The Buffs.
4E BUFitS TfROM the formation of the Regiment up to the close of
~
* the printed Historical Records. The attack and capture
of Mons, the capital of the province of Hainault, occurred
on the 24th May, 1572.
The Buffs, ; East Kent Regiment sprung from the
Trained Bands of the City of London, and afterwards
was known by the name of the different commanders of
the Regiment, then by the names of the " Holland
Regiment," " Prince George of Denmarks' Regiment,"
" The Buffs," and " The Third East Kent Regiment,
The Buffs," and has taken a conspicuous part in the
following battles, sieges, etc., since its formation in 1572
up to The Great War exclusive.

tf/fices

/<?&/

List of Battles and Engagements.

Capture of Mons.
Relief of Flushing,
The Provinces of Holland and Zea
land revolt,
Enterprise in Flanders ; and attempt
on TerGoes,
Action at Southland,
Second attack on TerGoes,
Defence of Haerlem,
Defence of Alkmaer,
Capture of Gertruydenberg,
Defence of Delft,
Siege of Middleburg; and action at
sea,
Defence of Leyden,
Battle of Reminant,
Menin surprised by the Scots,
Relief of Steenwick,
Capture of Malines,
Action at Northorn,
Skirmish near Ghent,
Defence of Fort Lillo by the Scots,
Capture of the fort near Arnheim,
Action near Nimeguen,
Relief of Grave,
Captain Williams' exploit nr. Venloo,
Skirmish near Breda,
Capture of Arseele and Dorp,
Skirmishes near Arnheim, De venter
and Breda
Capture of Doesburg, and siege of
Zutphen,
Skirmish near Warresfeldt,
Defence of Sluys,
The Spanish Armada,
Defence of BergenopZoom,
Defence of the island of Voorn,
Relief of Rhineberg,
Relief of the Castle of Litkenhooven,
Capture of a Fort near Wesel,
Capture of Zutphen and Deventer,
Capture of Blakenberg,
Relief of Knodsenburg fort,
Defence of Bommel and Voorn,
Siege of Fort St. Andre,
Battle of Nieuport,
Defence of Ostend,
Capture of Sluys,
Skirmish near the sea shore,
Defence of Sluvs,
Defence of Rhineberg,
Capture of Juliers,
Occurrences at AixlaChapelle,
Occurrences in Bohemia and the
Palatinate,
Hostilities resumed, defence of Juliers,

Defence of BergenopZoom,
Recapture of Steenbergen,
Defence of Heidelberg, Manheim &
Frankenthal,
Defence of Breda, Count Mansfeldt's
expedition,
Attempt to raise the siege of Breda,
Capture of Oldenzael, and Broeck
huise Castle,
Capture of Groll,
Siege of BoisleDuc,
Sieges of Venloo, Ruremonde, and
Maestricht,
Siege of Limburg,
Siege of Rhineberg,
Capture of Hulst and Nimeguen,
Capture of Steenwick,
Capture of Gertruydenberg,
Relief of Coverden, and capture of
Groningen,
Expedition to Spain, and capture of
Cadiz,
Descent on Portugal,
Battle of Turnhout,
Expedition to the Azores,
Capture of Rhineberg, Meurs, Groll,
Breevort, Enschede, Oldenzael,
Ootmarsum, and Lingen,
Capture of Tirlemont, & recapture
of the Schinck,
Capture of Breda,
Capture of Gennep,
Capture of SasvanGhent,
Capture of Hulst,
War between the English Common
wealth and the Dutch,
War with the Dutch,
War with Holland. Detachments
serve as Marines,
Expedition to Virginia,
Battle of St. Denis,
The Revolution,
Battle of Walcourt,
Battle of Steenkirk,
Battle of Landen,
Attack on Fort Kenoque,
Covering the siege of Namur,
Expedition to Cadiz,
Capture of the enemy's fleet in Vigo
bay,
Sieges of Huy and Limburg,
Battle of Schellenberg,
Battle of Blenheim,
Forcing the French lines at Helixem
and NeerHespen,
Battle of Ramilies,

Battle of Oudenarde,
Siege of Lisle,
Siege of Ghent,
Siege of Tournay,
Battle of Malplaquet,
Forcing the French lines at Pont
aVendin,
.
Sieges of Douay, Bethune, Aire, and
St. Venant,
Capture of the redoubt at Arleux
and Castle of Chanterin,
Surprise in the camp near Douay,
Forcing the French lines at Arleux,
Siege of Bouchain,
Battle of Dumblain,
Expedition to Vigo,
Battle of Dettingen,
Battle of Fontenoy,
Battle of Falkirk,
Battle of Culloden,
Battle of Val,
Expedition to the coast of France,
Attack on Martinico,
Reduction of Guadaloupe,
Reduction of MarieGallante,
Capture of BelleIsle,
Capture of Valencia de Alcantara,
Skirmish near Sobring Formosa,
Surprise of the enemy at Villa Velha
Relief of Fort NinetySix,
Action at Eutaw Springs,
Expedition under the Earl of Moira,
Skirmish near the Waal,
Defence of Nimeguen, '
Skirmish near Sombreuil,
Capture of Grenada,
Capture of St. Vincents,
Capture of Trinidad,
Capture of St. Bartholomew, St.
Martin, St. Thomas, St. John,
Santa Cruz, Saba, and St. Eus
tatia.
The battle of Corunna,
The passage of the Douro,
Battle of Talavera,
Battle of Busaco,
Lines of Torres Vedras,
Recapture of Campo Mayor,
Battle of Albuhera,
Battle of Vittoria,
Battle of the Pyrenees,
Battle of Nivelle,
Battle of Nive,
Skirmish at St. Palais,
Battle of Orthes,
Skirmish at Aire,
Battle of Toulouse,
Action at Plattsburg,
Battle of Punniar,
Siege of Sebastopol.
Capture of Taku Forts,
Perak Expedition,
Battle of Inyezane \Zulu War
Defence of Etshowe J
Relief of Chitral,
Frontier Service with Malakand
Field Force,
Action at Klip Kraal,
"l
Relief of Kimberley,
Battle of Paardeburg,
Kitchener's Kop,
Capture of Cronje,
Poplar Grove,
Driefontem,
Occupation of Bloimfontein.
3
Occupation of Pretoria,
o
Operations in Transvaal,
cn
Aden Hinterland.
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Mutt takes Immediate Action.

The Passing of "COX."

165 YEARS' RECORD.
EBRUARY 6th saw the passing of the famous
Army banking house of Messrs. Cox and Co.,
after an existence of one hundred and sixtyfive years.
With the approval of the Treasury and of the Army
Council, an agreement has been entered into tinder which
Lloyds Bank, Ltd., have acquired the business of Messrs.
Cox and Company, and have assumed all their liabilities.
Cox' Bank will in future be carried on as branches
of Lloyds
During the Great War, Cox' had on their books far
more officers than the total strength of the whole of
Wellington's Army in the Napoleonic Wars. The num
ber of accounts was certainly not less than a quarter of
a million.
In 1914 their staff numbered 180. Sixty went
to the forces and their places were taken by temporary
officials. Four years later the staff had risen to 4,000,
of whom about 1,500 were women.
At the height of the war something like 50,000
cheques were cleared by the bank each day. Their
mailbags were collected specially by their own vans
from the District Post Office and generally reached
20,000 letters a day.
They also collected the kits of officers who had
become casualties, and forwarded them to relatives at
home. The difficulties of transport from Mesopotamia,
Palestine and East Africa rendered this a tremendous

F
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Often Cox' were the first to learn of the whereabouts
of missing officers—from cheques drawn on their ac
counts from abroad.
It was Lady Cox who took a leading part in starting
the Information Bureau in Switzerland, through which
the bank gathered much news of officers who were
prisoners of war in Germany.

A TOAST.
]\fEN of the Regiment, bearing its name,
Drink to the men who have made your fame :
Glory not cheaply bought,
Think of the deeds they wrought
Yours to inherit I
Learn from the men who died
Lessons of simple pride,
Honour and merit.
Men of the Regiment, you too must pass,
Pause and take thought as you raise your glass ;
Others must take your place,
Though Time your deeds efface,
Teach them this story : ^
" See that you leave unstained
A11 that the past has gained,
Add to its glory."
Men of the Regiment, thus shall you sleep,
Safe in the restingplace your comrades keep /
Know that from Weald and Down,
Village or County Town,
Duty shall speed them I
Men of Kent, Kentish men,
Ready and willing when
England shall need them.
Drink to The Buffs, the Third of the Line,
Your Regiment—their Regiment, yes—and mine /
=====
ERIC C. FRENCH.

For Good Value.
Place your custom with the firms whose
names you find in the pages of The Dragon,
and kindly mention The Dragon.
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Pick of the Basket.
Port Dickson,
Federated Malay States,
12/1/23.

Dear Sir,
Enclosed P.O. for 15/ subscription for 1923. My
wish is that the object aimed at is reached i.e. 5,000
p.m. I am leaving for England on 22/2/23 for ten
months' leave. I have no home in England to go to
and wonder if there is any possibility of engaging a
small furnished cottage somewhere or anywhere in Kent.
I only mention it as a likely chance of some Buff having
a place vacant. It will be as well to mention I have
three children, to say nothing of the very necessary
wife.
I was in hopes of going early enough to see the 2nd
Battalion at Aden but miss them by about a week.
Sincerely hoping to renew old acquaintance lohg
before Canterbury week.
Yours very truly,
TOM BURKE.
(Will any reader who is able to put the writer on the
track of the cottage he requires, kindly write to him at 20
High Street, Highgate, London. Ed.)
APPRECIATION.
Dear Sir,
I see by this month's Dragon that you are in need of
copies of the Dragon. I am sending two under separate
cover.
Both my Wife and I find The Dragon a very interest
ing book. I can read what the different companies
are doing and where they are, and you do know what
you read is the truth which you do not always get in the
Daily papers. Well we both wish you every success
with The Dragon and I hope are getting more subscribers.
Yours truly,
F. J. H. SHEPHERD.
(We are, but hardly enough. Ed.)
Dear Sir,
I enclose 15/ for a year's subscription and much
regret that I have hot done so earlier.
I shall never forget the many kindnesses I received
when serving as a volunteer officer in S. Africa with the
2nd Battalion : in, the late war I served out here with
the Nigerian Regiment as a Reserve officer and met two
Buffs officers—Stronge and Crookenden.
Hasler I used to know years ago. He was one of the
most popular men out here. I see in a recent gazette
that Major Crookenden is coming out here again as a
Lt.Colonel.
If I can ever be of any use to any member of the
Regiment out here I shall be only too glad.
Yours faithfully,
E. A. BRACKENBURY,
District Officer,
Political Service N.P. Nigeria,
(late loyal Reserve of officers).
Bida,
Nupe Province,
Nigeria,
West Africa.
Dear Sir,
I should be glad if you would enquire for—Mr. W. G.
Burt, formerly Sergeant, l/5th The Buffs.
When I last saw him he was acting Mess Sergeant at
Officers' Mess, Bangalore.
Yours faithfully,
ED. BOUNDING.
(Perhaps a reader can give his whereabouts. Ed.)

Dear Sir,
The following letter which has just come into my
possession may be of interest to some of your readers.
It was written by Captain William Cosby of the 3rd
Regiment of Foot to the Marquess Townshend who was
at the time Lord Lieutenant of Ireland.

44 My Lord
44 It is with the utmost reluctance I presume once more to address
44 your Excellcy, but as I do it undr the sanction of Lady FitzRoy's
44 recommendation of me, now turn'd of four years, I therefore hope yr
44 Lordsp's pardon.
441 can have no doubt of your good intensions, my Lord, when you
44 were pleas'd to point out the very thing that wou'd make me happy,
4 4 a Military Pension. The last last memorial I had the honr. of present
44 ing to yr. Excellcy. will remind you of it as you were pleas'd to write
44 down a memorandm. on it for that purpose.
44 The company of Invalides which his late Majesty, in his great
44 goodness, gave me as a recompense for my past service, was most
44 unexpectedly disbanded on concluding the last peace, an unfortunate
44 event for me in particular/ who with a large family was depending
44 on that support.
44 Some time after our defeat at Carthagene expedition 1740 I
44 returned to England, when I got a company in the Old Buffs, where
441 serv'd some years, at the Battle of Faulkirk and Culloden, then
44 again in Flanders at the Battle of Laffeldt where I was dangerously
44 wounded.
44 To Lieut. Genl. Howard who then commanded ye Buffs, I beg
44 leave to refer myself, and to Col. Hunt Walsh for the truth of what
441 here represent.
44 And now I most humbly submit it to yr. Excellcy.'s cander &
44 pitty for a distress'd old Invalide wore out in the Service, if I am not
44 intitiled to the Military Pention yr. Excellcy. most judiciously propos'd
44 And this is the Humble rquest & prayer of, my Lord,

44
44

your Excellencys most humble«and most obedt. servt.
WILL. COSBY

Portarlington
27th of March 1772

The spelling and abbreviations are exactly copied
from the original. Cannon, in his Historical Record
of the 3rd Foot, gives the name of a certain Captain
Crosby as having been wounded at the battle of Val
(more usually known as Laffeldt—2nd July 1747), and
it is probable that the two are identical. It would, at
any rate, be strange if there had been two captains
bearing such similar names in the regiment at the same
time.
It would be interesting to hear more of these " com
panies of Invalides perhaps some of your readers may
be able to give information as to their origin and forma
tion.
I am, Sir,
Yours etc.,
F. W. TOMLINSON, Major.
2 Cavendish Square
14th February, 1923.
OLD TONBRIDGIANS.
Dear Sir,
The following is a list of Old Tonbridgians who
served in the Buffs during the war ; those marked with
an asterisk lost their lives.
LieutColonels J. Body, D.S.O., O.B.E., T.D., and
W. R. M. lies.
Majors B. E. Furley*, F. O. Marchant, M.C., E. C. M.
Parry, O.B.E., H. R. Raikes and V. V. Sandiford.
Captains T. A. Brown*, M.C., B. Buss*, H. F. Cree,
M.B.E., D. Grant, M.C., T. Hitchins, E. H. Humpherus,
D. R. Marchant, A. B. Thomson, M.B.E.
Lieutenants F. H. D. Brockman, A. A. Cheesman*,
A. F. Christmas, J. C. Crofts, S. B. Henson, R. J. Hilary,
H. P. Hoskyn, G. H. Igglesden, C. W. Jemmett*, L. A.
LeMay, R. McDougall,* W. N. Neve, C. S. Newcomb*,
G. P. C. Powell, T. R. Reid, M.C., G. E. Sankey, G. K. D.
Simmonds, L. B. Symons, P. Lambe*, ,G. G. Kbop, H. S.
Wilks, C. R. Wimshurst, F. T. Young.
Second Lieutenants T. W. Buss*, C. Caney,* M.C.,
A. J. Hanmer*, M.C., C. D. Herniman, E. C. P. Pitt
Pitts*, C W. H. Wendon, J. H. Wendon*, G. H.
Wickham, S. S. A. Wyman, P. H. Ziegler*.
Sergeant S. A. Clarke*.
I am, Sir,
Yours faithfully,
O. T.
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MOTOR ENGINEERS
OFFICIAL REPAIRERS to
A,A. and R.A.C.
Head Quarters

PRIVATE CARS & TAXIS / Q
for HIRE
/
'
EVERYTHING FOR THE
MOTORIST

/

PHONE:
78.

X

/

for
WALTHAM

MOTOR
B U 88 E 8

WATCHES

for

I

/

CRICKET TEAMS, Etc.

PRIVATE

HAULAGE

Sports Prizes
Jewellery

LOCKUPS

Wrist Watches from
20/
Walthams from .. £3 7 6
Silver Cups from 17/6 to £20

CONTRACTORS

CENTRAL GARAGE
& Clock Maker
ROSE LANE & WATLING Wm. POLLARD Wateh
Gold & Silversmith
STREET, CANTERBURY 53 St, George 's Street, CANTERBURY

^nilHSTAN'S FLORAL NURSERY
ESTABLISHED 1 8 7 4 .

89 ST. DUNSTAN'S STREET
_

CANTERBURY. —

BOUQUETS, WREATHS and CROSSES
—
FLORAL DECORATIONS
—

FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS
PLANTS,
::

TREES & SHRUBS OF EVERY
DESCRIPTION SUPPLIED.
Telephone 414.
::

C. E. MARSH
Fishmonger, Poulterer and
Ice Merchant
20 St. Dunstan's Street, Canterbury
LICENSED DEALER IN GAME
Caterer to Officers' Mess, Depot The Buffs
TELEPHONE 202.

S M O K E !

Telephohe No. 99.

S. HOLDEN
Manufacturer of
MINERAL WATERS
Longport Works, Canterbury
As Supplied to the Principal Messes,
Clubs 8c Hotels in the City
—

1,001

BRANDS ALWAYS IN STOCK—

Nevertheless, YOUR OWN favourite brand of
Tobacco or Cigarette stocked by request

J. F. BARBER

TOBACCONIST
29b St. Margaret's St. & 16 High St.
O A N T E B B T J B Y

(Established over 30 years)
Agent for—Dunhill, Barling, Loewe, Ben Wade, &c. Briars
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and quite good fun it is too. It is not so easy as it sounds
(Continued).
however, as to knock him out you have got to hit him
(by H.C.T.S.)
fair and square in the right place, otherwise he is into
the water in less than two shakes.
(Being the second of a Series of incidents in the life
A meal of sorts is taken in the middle of the day
of a W.A.F.F. Officer).
and at about 4 p.m. we stop for the night alongside
rjlHB RE are
a sandbank, anxious to stretch our limbs and set out
JL canoes and for
the evenings shoot. Each day is much the same
canoes. This incon
as the last. Not so the nights. They have an un
trovertible truth
pleasant variety about them. The attentions of a female
applies
equally
mosquito in the moonlight are less romantic than they
well in Africa as
sound, and even if you should have the good fortune
elsewhere.
The
to avoid a soaking, the chances are your ' boy ' will
one in which the
go sick.
next ten days were
' Please massa, my belly done humbug me too much.'
to be spent came
However, what matters it as long as yours doesn't
under the former
humbug you ?
category of canoe,
or perhaps the
latter. About 25
feet long by 3 feet
T must not be imagined that all the natives of
wide, the whole
Africa are wild and woolley. Indeed nothing is
affair constructed
farther from the case, as the ladies and gentlemen
out of one hollowed
forming the ' society ' of the bigger coast towns, and
out
tree,
with
some inland ones, will very soon let you know.
damp sides and
It is a refreshing sight at a place like Bathurst,
a very wet bottom
Freetown, or Lagos, to see the youth and beauty of
(inside) and
a
the place besporting itself after church on Sundays.
superstructure of
Hyde Park isn't in it for fashion, and few places could
dried grass for
vie with it for scent. Talking of the latter, there is
about a third of
one of rare fragrance, which is so delightful to the
its length to pro
nostrils of an old coaster. It is known as "bouquet
tect the ' bature,'
d'Afrique ' and it persistently pervades the environment
or white man, from
of every ' coal black mammy.' But to revert to fashion,
the scorching sun's rays, and you have a rough idea of
it is truly amazing what the beau brummels of West
the tout ensemble. Into this clambers the party,
Africa are capable of doing on the Sabbath. The more
cook, boy, orderly, chickens, etc., and a couple of
elderly and respected of the male population will don
swarthy polers. At first the river is deep and the polers
the immortal top hat, frock coat and white spat attire,
use their paddles like fury, first on one side, then on the
not forgetting the gold rimmed spectacles. The young
other, and just manage to prevent the craft being carried
bloods will rely perhaps> on a serge suiting to captivate
by the current down the Niger and maybe out into the
the hearts of their lady lover's with. But whatever
ocean blue. The party takes a long time to settle down,
they wear, you may be certain that they vie with one
the cook being particularly active in his peregrinations
another in immaculativeness. And as for the girls,
amongst the " chop bones, and his efforts to upset
why Paris is left in the shade. All the latest creations
the boat are only frustrated by the timely intervention
find their way out there sooiier or later, and the ladies
of a flow of oaths, mingled with threats, on the part of
are particularly ' chic ' about the lower portions. You
our worthy subaltern.
are not supposed to notice that their toes turn inwards,
An hours' run or sail (whichever you like to call it,
or that a fat black leg shows through the white open
but it is really neither), brings us into the river Benue,
work stockings.
and with it shallow water and much less current. The
Dances are in great favour amongst the elite of society
polers cast their paddles and take to their poles. It is
in the coast towns. The scene of operations is usually
much easier work and therefore less noisy. The African
a public hall or a mission schoolroom.
Here again the
cannot use a paddle with gusto unless he breaks into
toilettes are a thing to be studied. Nothing could be
song; he usually sings about his stomach, or rather
more correct than the turnout, and a white man
ail the good things heis going to accommodate there when
asked to take part in the revelry usually finds himself
the days' work is done.
quite outclassed in his respect, just as he is in the dancing
The sun is now at its hottest and it is not to be
which takes place later.
wondered at that a thirst of no mean order has taken
People sometimes say "What's in a name ?" Well
possession of the occupier of the deck chair, squeezed in
according
to ideas in West Africa there must be a good
under the grass roof. A bottle of tepid beer partially
deal. Go for instance, to one of these dances and
deals with the situation, and on we pole, mile after
get the master of ceremonies to introduce you. Listen
mile, sweating and swearing, towards our destination.
when you are introduced, not like yoti do in England,
There is plenty of life to be seen around us. The
to the names of those you are presented to. It will
river at this time of year (April) is a succession of
astound you that so many of our greatest families
tortuous channels between which lie extensive Sand
should have established branches out there. Mr.
banks. On these there is usually a little grass and
St. JohnMcPhersonDrummond, a third grade clerk
birds of all sorts abound. Indeed there is a really
in the public works department will very likely be
remarkable collection; geese, duck, crownbirds, egrets
dancing with Miss Geraldine de MontmorencyMarjori
and hosts of others whose names are much too difficult
banks, stepsister of the government housecook. Don't
to remember. The wily crocodile is also much to the
be abashed if your own name is plain Smith, for these
fore. He comes out on to the sandbanks in the middle
scions of the aristocracy are really quite unbending,
of the day to enjoy his ' siesta,' in the sun, and if one
and will be only too ready to ask you how is " home !"
does not make too much noise, it is not difficult to
H.C.T.S.
approach to within 150 yards or less of one of these
snoring monsters. As their mission in this world
Something novel for a present.—
appears to be devoid of all good, croc, potting forms
A year's " Dragons " sent post free from this
one of the principal attractions of a canoe trip up river.
office to any address in the world for 8/.

A Canoe Trip

I

In African Society.
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" Beneath Bell Harry.
UR
is that the 2nd
O
Battalion is to sail from

latest rumour

Aden on March 10th,
so we shall be busy
with drafts early in
April at the latest. We
hear too, that although
Kent is not to be their
immediate destination,
there is a possibility
that Shorncliffe will fol
low Portland which is
the next best thing.
It has come as
rather a blow to Captain
Peareth and Strettell,
who were both making
their arrangements for
Portland, that the mar
shy Maritza is to be
their station next month. They say it is very cold,
but football on the ice promotes circulation and Capt.
Peareth will need some active exercise after sitting for
the Staff College. The best of luck to him in his exam.
We have so far been fortunate in escaping the in
fluenza epidemic. We were afraid that R.S.M. Dare
was going to be a victim, but he killed the enemy in
two days. They say they have caught the germ in
America—possibly the Canterbury Variety heard Major
Caddell had arrived and feared being " collared." If
he is as clever with the microscope as he is with his
harp, I don't wonder it was frightened.
It is a pleasure these days to see so much of Gen.
FinchHatton and Col. Eaton who are busy with the
battle honours committee, although I have no doubt
they will be glad when they have completed their ardous
task.
The laudatory reviews of the War History as well
as the personal congratulations to those responsible
for that most excellent work must be some small reward
for their labours, and there are names like those of
Major Tomlinson to whose ceaseless care and indefati
gability so much is due which must not be forgotten in
our appreciation. I wonder how many hours of his
free time during the past two years the latter has spent
in investigating detail and correcting proofs.
It is very sad to see the horse lines and riding schools
in the cavalry lines as empty as the day they were built,
but although we miss the X. Hussars it is very pleasant
to make the acquaintance of our new neighbours the
Cavalry Depot, whose officers are at present, living in
our mess.
We are sorry to hear that Mrs. Baird is very ill in
the south of France. We had hoped that she would
return to England much better for the sunshine of the
South and trust that the good climate will promote
.speedy recovery.
A great event is to take place in the near future.
The C.O. has fixed the date of his wedding for the 10th
of March. The marriage takes places at Reigate and
we intend to turn up in force to meet them in London
after the ceremony and offer our congratulations. We
are many of us personally acquainted with Mrs. Hanley
and are looking forward to her arrival here.

Picture Framing and Art Depot.
B. & W. FISKMOORE,
Canterbury.
Tel. 337.

SERGEANTS' MESS.
CONCERT.

A most successful smoking concert was held in
The Sergeants' Mess on 9th February, to welcome the
W.O.'s and sergeants of the newly formed Cavalry
Depot on its formation. They were the guests of the
evening, and our members and their wives came in force
to add to the enjoyment. If one might have judged
by the delighted looks displayed by our guests, it was
plain to see that we had made some very good friends
amongst our next door neighbours, who departed at
11 p.m. after one of the most successful functions held
in the mess for some time. An excellent programme
was rendered, and during the evening " Sid " Sutton
was presented with the George Porter Billiard Challenge
Cup, while he and the runner up, Mr. Dixon, also
received a medal as a token of their prowess on the
green cloth. In addition, S.Sergt. Smith, R.E., our
much esteemed Foreman of works, and Mrs. Smith,
who had just returned from their honeymoon, were
the recipients during the evening, of a wedding present
from the members.

Because we shall not have very many Notes for The Dragon this
month, it must not for a moment be inferred that there is not much
doing at the Depot. We are all as busy as bees in our own particular
channels, and the Barracks are simply chockfull of Recruits, so our old
Slogan " Duty before Pleasure " sums up in a way our inability to say
too much this month of things of the Pleasurable Kind. (We can hear
some of the Members murmuring " Don't give us it.")
It is being reported elsewhere, we believe, so we will simply say in
passing that the little convivial evening we had in the Mess on the 9tli
was a very happy one—held for a dual purpose—to welcome our new
companions of the Cavalry Depot now being reformed, and to present
the Major Porter Billiard Cup to our old friend Sid Sutton who was the
winner of it for 192223. Drummy Dixon was the runner up, and both
he and the victor were the recipients of medals to commemorate their
prowess. It was a dingdong struggle at the finish, and it cannot be
gainsaid that poor old Drummy experienced some tantalising luck in
the latter stages of the game. Still, Sid played a plucky game, and
Drummy took his hiding in a thorough sportsmanlike manner. Better
luck next time, Dieko !
The Spoon Shoot for February was largely attended. Five Members
tied for the Silver Spoon, and the resulting firing off for the trophy
caused any amount of excitement. In the end C.S.M. Follett gained
the award. The Wooden Chap went to Sgt. Charlie Smith, although
it was anticipated (and we imagine by some " hoped for ") that a certain
cantankerous Old Eobster who has hitherto dodged the column and
was now firing for the first time would easily come out bottom dog.
He certainly intends to keep on now until a Silver one comes his way.
We forgot to mentionlast month that four Sergeants of the 2nd Battn.
had joined us at the Depot (Ongley, Coaster, Shoobridge and Robinson)
for certain duties in preparation of the arrival home of that Battalion,
and for the time being are doing duty here. We were very glad to
welcome them, and to hear firsthand news of the doings in general
out there. We must congratulate the two firstnamed on their temerity
in facing the ordeals of a married life.
We are running a series of tournaments in the Mess nowadays,
and the first one now in progress is in the shape of a billiards game
entitled the " Mad Ten Minutes," in which each member has to meet
every other member of the mess, and the one who scores most in 10
minutes is the winner. At the end when every game has been played
off the respective tatals are added up, and the member who has most
points to count scoops the pool. It causes any amount of merriment.
We are all looking forward to the nice Summery weather, and already
arrangements are afoot for providing Cricket Fixtures for the coming
season. East year we did not have a team about which we could
boast too much, but this year promises to bring out some rather start
ling craftsmen with the willow, and all being well we have hopes of
beating more than conquer us. Tennis, too, will come into prominence,
for we have not only a sparkling lawn but some don hands at the game.
R.Q.M.S. Andrews has left us this month on going to a wellearned
pension. He has, at all events for the time being, settled down at
Whitstable, and we all wish him the very best of luck in his future
career.
Someone was asking the other day how old Tommy Tutt was getting
on. He's all right. He's as happy as ever, and as frolicsome as ever,
and can play any sort of game bar Euchre and Pokey Die. Still, the
writer of these Notes hasn't much use for a bloke who'll pinch a man's
supper and hide it away in a most undesirable " Pantry." Mine's a
" Small One " Tommy !

(Continued on next page).

WANTED—The names and addresses of all old
Buffs to enable us to send them a Dragon.
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v. St. Edmund's School.
Depot won 5—2. Quite a good
game, the School were handicapped by being a much
lighter side, but their stick work deserved much praise.
Goal .scorers were Lt. Webster 2, Sgt.Dr. Clayton 1,
L/Cpl. Collier 1, Pte. Woods 1.

February 3rd.

v. Chatham Navy and Marines at Depot.
1(M. Depot won 3—1. Lt. Willows
once again rejoined the team and showed no illeffects
from Switzerland. Quite a good game. Lt. Webster
scored two goals and Lt. Fox, one.

February

Football.
Great interest and keenness were displayed in a
Depot sixaside tournament for recruits of which
L/Cpl. Goodier's Section proved to be the winners.
The team was:—L/Cpl. Goodier, Ptes. Bishop, Jordon,
Stevens, Parker and Miller.
FRIENDIJES.
This friendly attracted a good attendance on the Recreation Ground
on 1st February, but the homesters were not at full strength. They,
however, gave us a good run in a fine sporting game before admitting
defeat by 2fE

DEPOT V. DUKE OF YORK'S SCHOOE.

Mr. S. O. S. Sutton (with Cup).

Mr. E. H. Dixon.

The George Porter Challenge Cup.
Readers will remember that the Depot was recently
presented with this fine Cup by Major George Porter,
to be competed for annually by past and present mem
bers of the Buffs Sergeants' Messes at billiards.

The first winner of the trophy is Mr. S. O. ("Sid") Sutton, ex
Sergeant, 1st and 2nd Battalions, and at one time Master Tailor at the
Depot.
His opponent in the final was also an exMember, Mr. E. H. Dixon,
exSergeant Drummer, who was defeated by only 7 points in the game
of 300 up.
The biggest break in the game was the 37 of Mr. Sutton, who was
in great form and had, so he confesses, the run of the luck.
The handicapping was very well done, as is shown by the small
differences between all the scores. In the semifinals Mr. Sutton (250)
defeated C.S.M. Terry (200), and Mr. Dixon (250) vanquished C.Q.M.S.
Jones (163).
R.S.M. Dare will be glad to receive the names of entrants for this
year's competition from among exmembers anywhere. The actual
date will be published shortly.

The following letter in connection with the com
petition has been received from the donor of the Cup.

Dear Sir,
I am very interested to hear that the first winner of
the Billiard Handicap Challenge Cup turns out to be ex
Sergeant Sutton. I hope the competition proved a success
and was the means of instilling a little sustained interest
and fun during the winter evenings.
Kindest greetings to all old comrades.
A message to Mr. Sutton.
By your skill you have won the Cup,
By the Cup may you never lose your skill.
Yours very truly,

GEORGE L. PORTER

HOCKEY.

v. Depot Royal Marines at Canterbury.
31sE Depot lost 2—1. An excellent
game with, unfortunately, two of our team away—Sgt.
Dr. Clayton scored our only goal.

January

On the day's play with a little luck, we should have run out
winners. Bandsman Philpot, left half, played a splendid game, and
was one of the best on the field. The Marines scored first after about
10 minutes' play, and a few minutes later, W.O. Collins missed the
equaliser by inches. Sgt.Dmr. Clayton fell when almost certain of
scoring, and then missed an open " goal." In the second half Et. Fox
made a fine run on the wing, followed by a good centre, from which
'' Jock'' obtained the equaliser. After a ding dong struggle the Marines
got the winning goal from a rebound off the goalkeeper.

On the 3rd February the Depot met the Duke of York's School
in the Cinque Ports Eeague and after one of the most sporting and
enjoyable games of the season, lost by 54.
After previously beating them by 32 at Dover, we rather antici
pated being the victors again and we should have been as we led 31 at
half time.
Very great credit is due to the Dukies for the great game they put up
in the second half enabling them to win. Their success was mainly
due to their outside right who has reduced the taking of corner kicks
to a fine art. Three of their goals came this way. It was a splendid
fast game throughout, and we did not mind losing to such a fine team.
During the month we suffered another defeat at the hands or rather
feet, of the Manston R.A.F., who defeated us 30.

FOOTBAEE EXTRAORDINARY.
Football on an extensive scale was seen at the Buffs' Depot on 22nd
January, when A and B Companies met in a friendly little game of
120 aside. Four balls were in play, whilst such trifles as throwsin,
offside, and kickingoff after each goal were dispensed with as superfluous.
In addition to being vastly amusing, the game provided excellent exer
cise during the hour's play. It is rumoured that the ground was some
what crowded and that one gentleman, passing the ground by chance
and seeing four balls at once, went straight home and signed the pledge.
Eventually B Company won by 38 goals to 8.
In a further match A Company won by 452.
Another game will now be played as each Company has won one;
Every man in the Depot will take part, and 6 balls will be in use. That
should be interesting !

BOXING.

Boxing among the large numbers of Depot recruits
proceeds apace, and there are some first class men
coming on, who show every sign of upholding the good
reputation the Depot has always enjoyed in this fine
and manly sport.
TENNIS AND CRICKET.

The Tennis and Cricket grounds are being rolled
and got up to what might appropriately be termed
" playing pitch " and in these branches of sport we are
all looking forward to a successful season.
CROSS COUNTRY RUNNING.

The tie between C.Q.M.S.
Sections has been run off,
Jones' section. The first six
Styles, Brace, Brice, Jarvis

Jones and Sergts. Smith's
resulting in a win for C.
men in, were Ptes. Wells,
and Knight.

You would be doing your Paper a great service
if you could persuade your friends and relatives
to take it regularly from the Dragon office.
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Military Tailors and Outfitters
Regimental Tailors by appointment to
The Buffs
The East Yorkshire Regiment
The Royal Scots Fusiliers
The Royal Welch Fusiliers
The South Wales Borderers
The Scottish Rifles
The East Surrey Regiment
The Duke of Wellington's Regiment
The Border Regiment

The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The

Royal Sussex Regiment
Hampshire Regiment
Dorset Regiment
South Lancashire Regiment
Welch Regiment
Essex Regiment
Sherwood Foresters
Loyal Regiment (North
Lancashire)

The Royal Berkshire Regiment
The King's Own Yorks. Eight Infantry
The Middlesex Regiment
The Manchester Regiment
York & Eancaster Regiment
The Durham Eight Infantry
Royal Ulster Rifles
The Eondon Rifle Brigade
The Northampton Regiment

EONDON: 4 NEW BURLINGTON STREET, REGENT STREET, W. 1
WOOLWICH; 5 FRANCES STREET
ALDERSHOT: 29 HIGH STREET
CAMBERLEY: 68 & 68A HIGH STREET
Telephones: 2346 Regent, London; 300 Woolwich; 296 Aldershot; 359 Camberley
Telegrams: " Afflighty, London "; " Flight, Aldershot" ; " Flight, Camberley "

"Quorn Toothpicks" Cigars
( Registei ed)

A mild cigar with character. Length 6 ins.
To be obtained only from

J. H. G. HAMILTON

A. GRAHAM & SONS
WINE & SPIRIT MERCHANTS

Wine Merchant
CANTERBURY
TELEPHONE 148 CANTERBURY

CHARLES BARROWS

GIMneral Mater flfeanufacturere
BREWERS AGENTS

37 Northgate Street

CANTERBURY
Grocery, Provisions, Hardware,
Brushes, etc.
Personal and prompt attention given to all orders.

MANOR HOUSE

IMEW STREET

PORTLAND

WEYMOUTH

Telephone : No. 6.

Telephone: No. 2.
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B H I CAJ E E

COWASJEE,

STEAMER POINT and CAMP, ADEN.
ESTABLISHED 1871,

Telegrams:

MILITARY

BHICAJEE,

ADEN.

CONTRACTOR.

The Management of Regimental Canteens and Coffee Shops a speciality.

PROVISIONS

AND

OILMAN

STORES.

Stockist of Wines, Spirits, Ale & Stout of reputed brands.
Sole Agent: Geo. Younger1's "Revolver" Bulk Beer.
Perfumery & Patent Medicines
Aerated Waters. Manufacturer.
FURNITURE ON HIRE AT MODERATE CHARGES.
THE

Celebrated
"ARMY ALE."

ISOLDIER'S
BEER.

The favourite beer throughout all parts of the Indian Empire.
QJ

0|
0)
T

Supplied to the 2nd Battalion THE BUFFS at ADEN by Pallonjee,
Dinshaw & Co., Camp and Steamer Point.
Supplied to the Sergeant's Mess, 1st Battalion THE BUFFS, at
CONSTANTINOPLE by the N.A.A.F.I.

Wm. McEwan & Co., Ltd., Brewers, Edinburgh.
HOLMES

Charles E. Burgess, Proprietor

7 MERCERY LANE, CANTERBURY
HIGH-CLASS GROCERIES, PROVISIONS
FRENCH and ITALIAN GOODS
Collector and distributor of all the latest and newest
produce brought on to the European Markets at
LONDON STORE PRICES

FAMILIES WAITED ON — MESS SUPPLIERS

"OZO" Stops

Headache, Toothache, Neuralgia
and all other nerve pains
6£d. per box of 8 tasteless doses
Proprietors:

WALKER & HARRIS, LTD.
Three Boxes
Post Free.

Chemists,

CANTERBURY
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The Sportsman.
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

6.

PL A YS THE GAME for
the game's sake.
PLAYS FOR HIS SIDE
and not for himself.
Is a good winner and a good
loser (i.e., modest in
victory and generous in
defeat).
Accepts all decisions in a
proper spirit.
Is chivalrous towards an
opponent.
Is unselfish >and always
ready to help others to
become proficient.

HINTS FOR THE QUARTER AND HATFMITE.
These two traces are essentally different, the Quarter
Mile being very much in the nature of a sprint, and the
Half Mile more of a run. However, it is only within
the capability of very few champions to run the Quarter
as a sprint race, and as these notes are intended more
for the average runner, the two will here be combined.
For the quarter there will be two types of runner.
First the man who is fast, and wishes to train up to
keep his pace for the full distance of 440 yards ; secondly
the stayer who can go the distance but requires speed.
The great essential of the Quarter Mile in either
case is length of stride. This stride must be longer
than that of a sprint race or the leg muscles will fail.
The first period of training, then, must be con
centrated on attaining this increased length of stride.
I would warn all who are sprinters, that if they take up
the 440 yards they will be well advised to give up
sprinting. The actions of the leg are entirely different
in each case, and to get the best results one "must give
way to the other or the stride in both cases will suffer.
Having attained a lengthened stride, training can
be seriously begun.
The sprinter in training for a Quarter, should begin
by running 300 yards all out. He requires to bring
his leg muscles up to pitch and to get his lungs fit for
taking him over the distance. The biggest feature of
his training should be always to finish whatever distance
he sets out to do. It is the last 50 yards of the race
that is the most difficult, and the runner must acquire
the habit of finishing even when he feels on the point
of collapsing—when he is apparently, to himself, merely
beating the air with his feet. The 300 yards must
gradually be increased during training, working up to
a full quarter about a fortnight before the race is to
be run. Naturally he should never run a full 440 on
two or three consecutive days during training or he
will strain himself, since every training run must be
done " all out." Short bursts and practice starts will
be found quite sufficient on alternate days, the start
being quite important even in a Quarter.
The second type of man who can stay but requires
speed should concentrate on sharp bursts during training
periods. He should get a fellow sprinter to help pull
him out over short distances. His length of stride
may perhaps require shortening. He should during
his " long run " practices occasionally burst into a sharp
sprint from 50100 yards. Competition will help
greatly and he should endeavour to enter for sprint
races for the practice he will get from it. In fact, the
major part of his training must be a concentration
on the attainment of speed, though not, of course,
neglecting his staying powers which will require keeping
up to the mark.
When the race takes place, try and get the lead at
the first corner and keep it. Use the corner for con
servation of energy. Never ease up at the finish, but

99
%
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endeavour to increase speed in the last 30 yards. It is
amazing how, after serious training, it is possible to
produce that extra bit of energy so necessary in the last
40 yards. Remember always that the other men are
probably just as done as you are, and probably more so,
even if they look as if they had lots of energy left. Many
men apparently full of vigour have been known to lead
to within 10 yards of the tape and then collapse and
never reach it.
Finally, always start the Quarter as fast as possible,
getting into the long stride when the first bend is reached.
TIIE HALF MITE.
As a general basis the idea in the Half Mile should
be to do the first quarter from 58 seconds faster than
the second quarter. Few who read this book will do
under two minutes for the half, and most are more
likely to do two minutes ten seconds. It is obvious,
then, that the main essential is staying power rather
than speed, and training must be devoted to attaining
the former rather than the latter. After staying power
has been attained, then more time can be spent on pace.
An occasional 300 and 440 should be run, not at
top speed, with a short sprint at intervals. Once a
week run the full halfmile against a watch, getting
a friend to let you know your time for each quarter.
You will then get some idea of where you are not up to
the mark, and will be able to rectify it. If your pace
is slow all through and you feel you have a lot left in
you at the end, practice taking your first quarter quicker.
In both the 440 and the 880 the runner should not
have an ounce of energy left at the end of the race. If
there are heats, then he must endeavour to get just far
enough to get amongst the required number for the
final.
When running the race—as in the Quarter—try and
get the lead at the first bend and try and keep it. You
will have learnt a very good idea from your training
against the watch how your opponents are likely to be
going. Never try and overhaul the man who is ob
viously overdoing the pace in the first quarter, he will
never last.
Finally, remember that in both races grit and
determination play the biggest part. You must keep
going no matter how bad you feel, and your spirits
will be much revived when you see your efforts succeed,
and the man who is ahead drops out completely because
he fails to have the little extra bit of determination
which you have trained yourself to possess.
(Next month " One Mile to Three Miles.")

Sporting Queries.

Should you have any query to make with regard
to Sports in general, dates of any forthcoming events,
winners of past events, etc., in fact a query of any kind
whatever, let us have it, and then watch for your reply
in our Enquiry Bureau Columns. (Editor).
Note.
The Grand Military Meeting is due to take place at
SANDOWN PARK on March 16th and 17th.

W

Thanks.

E are indebted to the following for very kindly
having renewed their subscriptions to The
Dragon for 1923 at the increased rate of 15/ per annum.

Major Guy Tee, D.S.O.; Captains T. Wheler, R. D. de Q. Child,
R. H. W. Baker, T. R. Price, W. D. Johnson, E. A. Brackenbury,
J. Hamilton, W. J. Dixson, Tieutenants P. R. H. Fox, T. M. Wheatley,
Esq., A. H. Goodall, Esq., A. M. Hilton, Esq., T. Burke, Esq., W. A.
Macfadyen, Esq.

B. &. W. FISKMOORE,
High Class Photographers,
Canterbury.
Tel. 337.
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" From Factory to Foot"
AT FIRST COST
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CRAFTS SHOE CO., LTD.
Jr—Sk
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Light
Medium
Heavy
Sizes
BY

MORE
SUBSCRIBERS

IN THREE WEIGHTS
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 * * *

WANTED!

\
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Can you get us some from among

5—11

your friends! and—

P08T

If you're friendless and strangers advances
repel.

9<l' EXTRA"
l0y/0
CRAFTS Shoe Co., Ltd.

8 ST. GEORGE'S STREET
CANTERBURY
ALL OUR MANAGERS ARE EX-SERVICE MEN

Opportunities still remain rife,
You might ROPE US IN ONE OF YOUR
ENEMIES
And thus MAKE HIM A GOOD FRIEND
FOR LIFE.
TELEPHONE 14.

War History of The Buffs,
1914—1919.

John Groves & Son, Ltd.

7/6 net.

Brewers,
Wine and Spirit Merchants

Published by The Medici Society,
7 Grafton Street, London, W . I .

To be obtained from any bookseller, or,
direct, from Messrs. H. J. Goulden,
40 High Street, Canterbury, who have
been appointed sole Agents.
Copies already ordered:—Payment for copies
already ordered, should be made to the Hon. Sec.,
Major F. W. Tomlinson, 2 Cavendish Square,
London, W. 1. Postal Orders and Cheques should
be made payable to the Buffs History Account.
Note :—Copies ordered before 22nd December
will be sent post free to any address.

History of The Buffs,
1572—1704.
15/ (16/6 post free).

A few copies of the above are being
reissued by The Medici Society, and
are now available.

Orders accompanied by remittance should be
sent to the Hon. Sec., Major F. W. Tomlinson,
2 Cavendish Square, London, S.W. 1.

Order Offices, and Retail Wine and Spirit Stores,

63 St. Thomas Street (cJS<>««).
Hope Brewery, WEYMOUTH
Daily Deliveries to Portland.

S T A T I O N Er R S
Typewriting Supplies,
o
o
Duplicators, etc.
OFFICE REQUISITES
39 & 40 High Street, CANTERBURY
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IE Latest.
Armistice Day Observance.
A PERMANENT FEATURE IN THE
ARMY.
rpHE King has been graciously pleased
_L to approve that permanent instruct
ions be issued to the Army regarding the
observance of Armistice Day. The following
new paragraph will be added, accordingly,
to the King's Regulations:—
4 4 Each year on the morning of Armistice
Day, 11th November, at 11 o'clock, all
troops will stand at attention for two
minutes, and all guards turn out and
present arms."

The Britannia Trophy.
NAVY'S GIRT TO THE ARMY.
The Admiralty, on behalf of the officers and men of the Royal Navy
and Royal Marines, have presented to the Army Council a trophy for
teem competition with the service rifle for teams from the Army.
The trophy consists of a silver replica of the Nelson Column, 3 feet
6 inches in height, on an oak base. It has been designated 44 The
Britannia Trophy."
The Army Rifle Association has the custody of the trophy, the draw
up of the conditions of the competition, and the conduct of the com
petition.
The first competition will be held during the Bisley Meeting of the
Army Rifle Association in 1923.

Marriage Allowance to Soldiers' Families.
CURRENT OFFICIAL RATES.
It is stated in an Army Order that the index figure for the cost of
living on 1st January, 1923, being 78, the rates of marriage allowance
for thf* financial year April, 1923 to March, 1924, will be'Wife only,
7/; wife and one child 13/6; wife and 2 children 13/; wife and
3 children 20/; wife and 4 children 22/; wife and 5 children 23/6 ;
wife and 6 children 25/; wife and 7 children 26/ and 1/ in respect of
each additional child. The rates for children where no issue is made
to the wife, and for motherless children will be :—for the 1st child 6/6,
for the 2nd 4/6, 3rd 2/, 4th 2/, 5th 1/6, 6th 1/6, and 7th 1/, and 1/
for each additional child.

Soldier Settlers.
NEW ALLOWANCE REGULATIONS.

DISABILITY PENSIONS.

It has been decided that in no case will a soldier be pensioned ioi
disability until he has been examined by the regulated medicalauthority,
who will state their professional opinion on the case for the guidance
of the Commissioners of Chelsea Hospital, in deciding upon the claim to
pension.

Flanders' Grosses.
How RELATIVES OF FALLEN ARE HELPED TO OBTAIN
THEM.

Many people do not know that relatives of the fallenin the Great War
are allowed to possess the original wooden crosses from some cemeteries
in France and Flanders in certain circumstances. To those who desire
to secure them the Church Army extends a helping hand towards the
gratification of such a wish. Relatives unable to travel to thecemeteries
themselves can have the coveted headpieces secured for them, in
many cases free of cost, through the medium of the scheme. The Church
Army are able also to procure photographs of headstones which have
replaced the crosses, and of cemeteries, and special reports upon the
latter, at a moderate charge. Send applications to the Imperial War
Graves Commission, 82, Bakerstreet, London, W.I., giving full par
ticulars of the name, rank, and number of the fallen soldier, his battalion,
and the cemetery. Where ahthority to receive the cross is given this
should be sent to the Hon. Sec., War Graves Dept., Church Army,
Marble Arch, London, W.1., who will gladly supply further details of the
arrangement. Hundreds of pilgrims have been enabled to visit .the
graves of their loved ones through the facilities offered by the Church
Army for escorted parties. These are still available, although it should
be understood that owing to the smallness of the fund now remaining
for the purpose, the granting of financial aid. in approved cases is only
possible on a much more limited scale than hitherto.
<
News of the World.

Some Queries Answered.
We are indebted to The Society of Army Historical
Research for the following answer to a query we raised
as to the origin of the titles " The Buffs " and " Old
Buffs."

THE BUFFS. The British Military Library, 1799, Vol. I, p. 437,
states
in an article on The Buffs
44

It was denominated the Buffs, from being the first whose accoutre
ments, such as swordbelts, pouchcovers, or flaps, &c., were made of
leather prepared from the buffalo, after the manner of shamois. The
waistcoats, breeches, and facings of the coat were afterwards directed
to be made of a correspondent colour. When other regiments assumed
this part of their appointments of the same, the regiment acquired
the name of Old Buffs."

Also for the following reply with regard to the
origination of the phrase " Steady, The Buffs." :—

Under amended Allowance Regulations a soldier discharged at a
station abroad on completion of service with a view to settlement in any
British Dominion or Colony, will be granted conveyance, or an allowance
in aid of conveyances to such Dominion or Colony. The allowance,
however, will not exceed that of passage to the United Kingdom, and
will be granted only on condition that the soldier fulfils the necessary
requirements for admission as a settler and that passage to the
United Kingdom is not available by a public vessel.

44 STEADY
THE BUFFS." When I joined the 21st Royal
North British Fusiliers (now the Royal Scots Fusiliers) in the early
seventies, a number of Crimean N.C.O.'s and men were still serving

Officers' War Medals.
UNDISTRIBUTED.

VCrThe Adjutant of The Buffs, being evidently anxious that they should
not suffer in comparison with his old Regiment, was in the habit of
failing out during the exercises—44 Steady the Buffs, the Fusiliers are
watching you."

The medals of many thousands of Officers for the Great War are
still undistributed. In many cases the medals have been despatched
to the recipients but have been returned through the post owing to
nondelivery due to change of address. Exofficers or their legatees or
nextofkin, who have not yet received their medals, should make early
application, as reductions in the stiff
the War Office Medal Branch
will cause great delay in dealing with belated claims.
Where Hairns have already been made "and an application form
completed and returned to tie War Office, a further claim need not be
submitted except to notify change of address. All applications should
be addressed to the Secretary, War Office, (A.G. 10) 27 Pilgrim Street,
London, E.C.4.

Surgical Appliances for Disabled Soldiers.
Soldiers who have sustained disabilities whilst in the Regular Army
subsequent to the Great War, or in the ordinary course of service prior
thereto, will be supplied with artificial limbs or other surgical appliances
at the public expense in accordance with the conditions laid down in the
Regulations for the Army Medical Services.
Soldiers invalidedfrom the Army for disabilitiesdue to or aggravated
by Military Service during the Great War, and who are found to require
artificial limbs or other surgical appliances, will be supplied with them
under arrangements made by .theMinistry of Pensions. Soldiers in
receipt of pensions or grants awarded in respect of wounds for disable
ment suffered in any war before the Great War, will also be supplied by
the Ministry of Pensions with such appliances as they are certified to
require.

and

the following incident was often mentioned :—

^

,

After the Crimean War The Buffs and The Royal North British
Fusiliers were stationed in the same barracks in Malta. The Adjutant
of The Buffs—I forget his name—was a promoted SerjeantMajor of the
Fusiliers. It was usual to have the Adjutant's Parades on different days,
and when the Buffs were on parade the Fusiliers looked on, and vice

Births and Marriages.

BIRTHS.
Austen.—At Canterbury, on 29/12/22, the wife of
6278092 C.Q.M.S. F. Austen of a son, Frederick
Edwin

Beevor.—On the 2nd February, 1923, at " Mylncroft,'
Frimley Green, to Phyllis (nee Pennington), the wife
of Major Miles Beevor, the Buffs—a son.
MARRIAGES.
Yullle—Silverwood Cope.—On the 18th January,
at Holy Trinity Church, Brompton, Archibald
Buchanan Yuille, D.F.C., elder son of Mr. and Mrs.
Herbert Buchanan Yuille, of Harescombe,Northwood,
to Cecilia Frances Silverwood Cope, eldest daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. William Silverwood Cope, of 24,
Collingham Gardens, S.W.
Ongley.—At Westfield, Sussex, on 20th January, 1923,
No. 6278331 Sgt. A. V. Ongley, D.C.M., to Edith
Rose Foster, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Foster of
Westfield, Sussex.
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4th Buffs Reunion at Dover.

O

RGANISED with
the object of
bringing together officers
and men who have
served in the 4th Buffs
Territorials and the old
1st Volunteer Battalion
(prior to 1908), a highly
successful reunion was
held in the Buffs' Drill
Hall, Dover Sea Front,
on 27/1/23.
Colonel
Graham
Gosling, O.B.E., T.D.,
who commanded the
lst/4th Battalion during
the war, presided over
a very large attendence, which included Lieut.
Colonel Arthur Atkinson, late C.O. of the 2nd/4th
Battalion; Lieut.Col. E. Mainwaring Dunstan, T.D.,
the present C.O. of the 4th Battalion; Colonel J.
Body, D.S.O., late C.O. of the 5th Battalion (under
whom that Battalion marched into Bagdad), Major
Howard Smith, The Buffs; Capt. H. Lionel Smith
(Commanding Dover Co., 4th Buffs) ; Capt. F. Brisley,
Captain F.. H. Wheeler, Captain D. J. Dean, V.C.,
Captain Taunton, Lieut. G. D. Bacon, M.C., Lieut. J.
Sherwood, Lieut. R. S. Poile, Mr. C. H. Brooke, Dr.
Elliot, etc.
Three war time Battalions of the regiment—the
lst/4th, 2nd/4th, and 3rd/4th, were represented by
officers, noncommissioned officers or men, and during
the evening many interesting reminiscences were
exchanged.
Colonel Graham Gosling, in proposing the toast of
" The Regiment," said that only that morning he had
received a letter from Colonel Honeyball in which he
stated he would have been very pleased to have been with
them at the Reunion, but Anno Domini told on him,
he being 74 years of age. Continuing Colonel Graham
Gosling said that from his own point of view when he
was Commanding Officer of the Folkestone Company,
he could not help but note the good feeling which
existed between Dover and Fokestone (applause).
He proposed success to the Regiment, coupling with
the toast the names of Colonel Dunstan and Major
Howard Smith.
The toast was received with Regimental honours,
and Kentish Fire.
Colonel Dunstan, in responding, said he had a very
difficult task in succeeding Colonel Gosling as C.O. of
the Battalion. He came at a time when everybody
was " fed up " with khaki—or said they were—but
Jie was very pleased to say that the 4th Buffs is now
one of the few Battalions which is up to strength, and
which, moreover, has a " waiting list" (applause).
The Battalion has over 60 per cent of exService men in
the ranks (applause). They all felt they had a big
thing to do in keeping up the reputation of the Regi
ment. One thing appealed to him very much, and
that was the good feeling existing between the Regulars
and the Territorials (applause). The Regulars all
seemed to look upon it now as one regiment, and gave
the Territorials a good reception when they went to the
Depot, and took them under their wing as part of the
Regiment (applause).
Major Howard Smith, of the Buffs spoke in ap
preciative terms of the Territorials. Continuing, he
said that in years gone by the Volunteers, and after
them, the Territorials, were scarcely considered as
fighting units by the old regular Battalions. That
spirit had been changed in recent years, when they had
that night drunk the health of The Buffs, they had
drunk to the health of the Regiment (applause). There

was no difference between the Regulars and the Terri
torials. They all wore the same badge and carried the
same battle honours (applause).
Captain H. Lionel Smith, in submitting the toast
of " The Past," said he had been asked to do so in the
absence of Major Allen. He remarked that as an officer
of the present Territorial Battalion, he quite understood
what the " past " meant. They all quite realized that
the success of the Buffs was due to the spade work
of the old Volunteers and Territorials, and that their
reputation would be hard to live up to (hear, hear).
He coupled with the toast the names of Colonel Atkinson
and Colonel Body.
The toast was received with great enthusiasm.
Colonel Atkinson, in replying, said he thought the
toast of " The Past " was the saddest one of all,—
to feel, as he did, one of the " past." He recalled the
work done by the old Volunteers and the Territorials.
He had himself, whilst living at Folkestone, commanded
" E " Company at Sittingbourue for five years. He
added that it had been truly said that there was a good
deal of spade work done by the Territorials and Volunteers
and they were all proud of the splendid record of the
past, and also of the present. Colonel Atkinson added
it was up to the " present " to do better than they
of the " past " had done, and to keep up the splendid
spirit of the regiment, (applause).
Colonel Body, who also responded, said he felt
it a very great honour to be present that evening.
Referring to Colonel Atkinson, although he was not
able to be in the fighting line now exactly, he had stood
ready to do anything when his country needed him.
(applause). The Colonel ?made reference to his period
of service with the 5th Battalion Buffs in " Mespot,"
and the fine body of men which the 4th Battalion sent
out to him. He assured them that the 4th Battalion
had as good a share in winning the battle honours, as
the 5th Battalion. In concluding, he said the young
fellows of today^ had a very hard task to keep up the
reputation of the past, but he was convinced that they
were quite as good (applause).
The toast of the Chairman was ably proposed by
Company Sergt.Major S. Barron, who said they were
all very delighted to see Colonel Gosling with them—he
was the inspiring link between the past and the present.
He added that the Chairman had for many years been
connected with the Volunteers and Territorials, and had
done many splendid things for them, but the outstanding
thing was his affection for his men (applause). He
hoped that the Colonel would long be spared to attend
many .such reunions (applause).
The toast was heartily honoured, all joining in
singing " For he is a jolly good fellow."
Colonel Gosling was enthusiastically received on
rising. He expressed thanks and gratitude for the
manner in which the toast had been received, and said
it was always a sad thing to him to feel a " has been."
He referred to the work done by the Volunteers and
Territorials, and also in the South African campaign,
by the Active Service Company, and recalled what
Colonel Hutchinson had told him about the Buffs—
" Better men I have never had under me." Referring
to the Great War, the speaker made comment upon
the fine work done by the Buffs in the East. They had
been called upon to fill every possible position on both
land and water. Whenever he complained to his
General about the work, he was always toid to cease
grumbling, and the General would say, " If you want
anything done, ask the Buffs." It was not a bad
reputation (applause). In concluding, Colonel Gosling
said that what stood out in his mind more than any
thing else was the splendid loyalty he received from the
officers, N.C.O.'s and men who served with him. (ap
plause).
An enjoyable musical programme was contributed.
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KENT BRIGADE TERRITORIAL BOXING.
BOXING Tournament took
place at the 4th Battalion
R.W.K. Regiment's Drill Hall,
Tonbridge, on the 3rd February,
for the purpose of selecting a
Brigade Team for the Territorial
Boxing Championships open to
all Territorial Battalions.
Teams were entered by the
4th Battalion, The Buffs, and
4th and 5th Battalions R.W.K.
Regiment. The 4th Battalion The
Buffs' Team was furnished by
the Dover Company of the Battn.
In nearly every case, the bouts
were very well contested.
J\
.<He.cn:
vs .
Some difficulty was exper
ienced in selecting the Brigade
representative in the Middle
weights. There were only two
entries in this class, Cpl. H. Martin, 4th Buffs, and Sgt.
Walters, R.W.K., who through a misunderstanding,
was not present, so Cpl. H. Martin, 4th Buffs, fought
three exhibition rounds with Sgt. Moss of the R.W.K.
who knew the capabilities of Sgt. Walter's, and Cpl.
H. Martin, 4th Buffs, was finally selected to represent
the Brigade in the Divisional Contests.

A

In the Welterrweight contests Cpl. F. Lewis was drawn to fight
Dmr. Pascall, both 4th Buffs, the winner to receive a " bye " into the
final heats of the evening. In the 2nd round Cpl. F. Lewis knocked out
Dmr. Pascall, but unfortunately, in so doing, dislocated his thumb and
Cpl. Lewis being unable to compete in the final heat, Cpl. Horton, 4th
R.W. Kents will represent the Brigade as Welterweight.
In the Featherweight Contests, Sgt. T. Foad, 4th Buffs, was first
matched against L/Cpl. Latter, 4th R.W.K. (the holder of the Title).
Sgt. Foad gave an excellent exhibition of the theory that "the best
defence is the attack " with the result that L/C. Latter gave the fight to
Sgt. Foad. Sgt. FoacTs second appearance of the evening was in the
second heats against Pte. Harrington, 5th R.W.K. who was completely
outclassed 'throwing the towel in" just after the commencement
of the second round'. Sgt. Foad, 4th Buffs, will now represent the
Brigade m the future contests as Featherweight.
In the Flyweight contests, L/Cpl H. V. Hall, 4th Buffs, met Pte.
Robinson, 4th R.W. Kent. Robinson fought his fight very pluckily
but Hail, although probably a more experienced boxer was inclined to
take things a little too easily and did not show himself at his best. The
fight was awarded to Pte. Robinson, 4th R.W.K. who, in defeating Pte.
Tickner, 4th R.W.K., in the 2nd heats, qualified to represent the
Brigade as Flyweight.
Col. P. M. Robinson, Commanding Kent Brigade (T.A.) was present
and was supported by representative officers of the Battalions con
cerned. The Divisional Tournament took place at Hammersmith on
the 19th February, 1923, the Finals of the Territorial Boxing Cham
pionship take place at Nottingham at a later date.

DANCE.
There was a fair company present at the Territorial
Drill Hall, on 2nd February, despite counter attractions,
on the occasion of a dance on behalf of St. Dunstan's
Institution for the Blind.
SITTINGBOURNE DETACHMENT.
On 11th of February, a very interesting Tactical
Exercise was carried out by the Officers and N.C.O.'s
of B Coy. in the vicinity of Tyler Hill (nr. Canterbury).
The Coy. was well represented by all the Detachments,
10 Officers and other ranks being present. The detach
ment arenow looking forward to holding a few shooting
competitions against some of the old Comrades of the
l/4th Battalion Buffs, and we hope these littlefunctions
will help us to collect more news for The Dragon, for
one is more likely to meet more comrades on these
occasions ^ than they would individually. These notes
are due in before our next Whist Drive and Dance
takes place, so we must render the account of it in the
next issue, for we all anticipate another " Bumper,"
as all one hears is " When are the Territorials having
another Dance," so on the 16th of February, we hope
to have as large a company and as big a success as our
previous Dances have been.
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D COMPANY.
Another successful dance was held on February
6th and was largely attended. In a waltzing com
petition, the first prizes were awarded to Corporal and
Mrs. Lewis.
CHILDRENS' TEA.
On Wednesday the children of D Company were entertained to tea
u* the Drill Hall and not withstanding the bad weather about 60
children attended. The evening was a great success and thanks are due
to the lady helpers especially for the way in which they organised games
and kept the children amused. Pte. T. Wakefield gave selections on the
piano. Another artist was a Young Buff, son of C.S.M. Stroud who
gravely shook hands with everyone present and finally paired off with a
blushing young lady of about his own age (3 years). The Beaver Band
(Coalscuttle Quartette) appeared but beat a hasty retreat being unable
to stand the barrage of "Beaver" which greeted it.. SJVL Stroud
distinguished himself by winning a strenuous game of Musical Chairs.
The proceedings terminated at 7.30 with the National Anthem during
which the martial voice of Cpl. Mog. Holland could be heard coaxing
the boys to sing. On leaving the hall the children were presented with
.sweets and oranges.

NEW RIFLE RANGE.
The Rifle range is now completed and is indeed a credit to the
makers, Sgt. Mead (The Count) and his assistant. It has all up to date
appliances for use in a battlefield, Tank, Airship, etc., and Sgt. Mead
has struck a point true to nature in putting the Village Pub next to the
Church. Up to the present Lt. Sherwood holds the record on the range
he having knocked the centre out of his target. It may be mentioned
however, that the target was extremely outsize. There has been no real
competition firing yet but it is hoped to arrange some soon.

WEALD COMPANY NOTES.
It is always hard when the time comes for old
comrades to leave us. This month we take leave of
C.Q.M.S. C. H. Cooper, who retires after so many years
honourable service. It has been necessary to reduce
our numbers of N.C.O.'s to the establishment of one
Company, over which we were in excess on the amal
gamation of the two Battalions. C.Q.M.S. Cooper in
the most generous and sporting manner offered to
stand down in favour of C.S.M. Nash, who, with equal
public spirit, now reverts to C.Q.M.S. at his own request.
We are grateful for the excellent example of subordinat
ing self to Corps which they both have shown. Although
he ceases to take an active part, we feel sure we shall
always retain C.S.M. Cooper's interest in the Weald
Company, and we hope often to welcome him at re
unions. It is interesting to note he has two boys now
in the Service.
The Adjutant visited the Horsmonden Platoon on
12th February, and gave an interesting narrative on
scouting, illustrated on the sand table.
Sgts. P. C. Fuller and W. A. Vousden have left for
a month's Weapon Training course at the Depot. We
feel sure that, beside having a pleasant time, they will
return having acquired considerable knowledge which
will, in due course, add to the efficiency of the Company.
The 4th Battalion.
RECRUITS.
Pte. W. J. Bezant, Pte. E. Fridd, Pte. R. A. Thundow.
DISCHARGES
6280934 Pte. R. Atherton, 6281317 Pte. E. D. Brown, 3948023
Dmr. H. Bryant, 6281048 Pte. E. Boorman, 6281370 Dmr. A. Byford,

6280779 Pte. G. Camfield, 6280627 Pte. J. Finn, 6280807 Pte. A. Gate
house, 6278021 Pte. W. Hickmott, 6281430 Pte. D. Jarvis, 6280915
Pte. F. Jones, 6280474 Pte. L Kemp, 6281414 Pte. T. E. Long, 6281210
Pte. G. Law, 6280429 Pte. G. Lawrence, 6280663 Pte. T. McKay, 6280780
Pte. S. Marley, 6280873 Pte. J. Maddocks, 6281244 Pte. W. Piper,
6280670 Pte. W. Perkins, 6281671 Pte. G. Phipps, 6281213 Cpl. A.
Pettit, 6281500 Pte. J. Rodney, 6280984 Pte. E. Rogers, 6281345 Pte. J.
Robinson, 6278010 Pte. W. Smith, 6280689 Pte. C. Shillito, 6281318
Pte. E. Sargent, 6280919 Pte. W. Stewart, 6281679 Pte. R. J. Taylor,
6280903 Pte. W. Whiting, 6281205 Pte. W. Yardley.

APPOINTMENTS.

6281274 L/C. F. Lewis 6280478L/Cpl. B. C. Foad promoted Corporals
6280763 Cpl. F. Glover promoted Sergeant.
6280794 L/Cpl. A. Berry, 6278009 Pte. B. H. Webb, promoted
Corporals.
6280761 Sgt. P. Johnson, promoted C/Sgt. and appointed C.S.M.
6281198 Sgt. F. C. Wood, Ditto.
6280806 Cpl. W. Doe, promoted Sergeant.
7807019 Pte. W. Newport, promoted Corporal.

104

THE DRAGON

Across the Channel.
(From our Special Correspondent in Paris).

D

URING the last month there has been but one topic
of conversation, that is to say the question of the
Ruhr. The Lausanne Conference was considered a
side show of minor importance. All the newspapers
with one or two exceptions support the policy of the
French Prime Minister. There is but one fly in the
ointment, a 20% depreciation of the franc since the
occupation was inaugurated and the consequent rise in
prices. This increase in the costofliving affects the
" petits bourgeois," the class whose means of support
consists in a fixed income, that is to say, retired officers
and pensioners of all sorts. This class invest their money
in Government securities and as the franc falls so does
the capital value of Government stocks.
The Paris theatres and music halls are providing
new plays and revues. Of the latter the Casino de Paris
has provided the most startling with Mistinquette as
the star. The chorus appear in very scanty clothing.
In fact even to use the word clothing in this connection
is an exaggeration.
The Britisher is immediately struck by the broad
minded views of the Paris censor.
In one scene there appears on the stage a vast glass
tank of water in which four beautiful Damsels are
swimming, while multicoloured lights are projected on
the tank and the orchestra plays a sentimental waltz.
During the last act a competition is initiated for the
boldest man and the purest lady in the audience. This
is by far the most popular item on the programme and
winners of the competition are presented with handsome
prizes amidst yells of applause.
Shrove Tuesday is a half holiday in France. Many
pancakes are eaten at lunch and afterwards children
parade the streets in fancy dress and masks. It is
illegal to wear a mask in the streets on any other day of
the year, so children take full advantage of Shrove
Tuesday.
We have not yet heard the last of Landru, the modern
Bluebeard, who was recently guillotined at Versailles
for the murder of half a dozen women. The authorities
last week auctioned the contents of his house. The
proprietor of a travelling circus paid a fabulous sum for
the kitchen range in which Landru is supposed to have
burnt his many victims.
The English Press is clamouring for betting tran
sactions with bookmakers to be taxed. This has started
a similar campaign in France. Legally in France betting
can be done with the authorised PariMutual companies
who. pay the Government a percentage on every bet.
This law has resulted in the existence of a large number
of bookmakers who of course furnish the Government
with mo revenue and who carry out their trade more or
less openly. The French press therefore maintains
that these bookmakers should be recognised legally and
taxed on the same way as the PariMutual.
It will be interesting to see how the French and
British Governments will tackle this problem.

A

Employment Bureau.

PPLICATIONS are continually being received from
persons requiring exsoldiers and their wives as
domestic servants. ExBuffs who are looking for this
sort of work, whether married or single, should write
at once to the Adjutant, Depot The Buffs, Canterbury.
They must state full particulars, i.e., age, service with
the regiment, employments in the army or in civil
life, if married, whether wife has been in domestic
service as a cook or housemaid, number and age of
children and whether they must accompany their
parents.

A

MAN entered a bird f ancier's shop and asked the
proprietor if he had a hornbill for sale.
" No," came the answer, " and my name ain't Bill
neether!"

From an American Newspaper.—Mr. F. S. D., Cedar
Rapids, la., passing through this city last night on a
motor tour, lit a match to see if his petrol tank was
empty. It was not. Age 47. Cedar Rapids papers
please copy.
Inspector visiting East End class of boys, asks one
to give him a sentence with the word ' notwithstanding
in.
Came the reply, " I wore the seat of my trousers
out, but notwithstanding."
A man who was being tried for assaulting a police
man was decidedly equivocal in his answers and the
exasperated magistrate put the definite question.
" Did you or did yon not strike the policeman ?
" The answer is in the infirmary," he replied.
* A DIVISION OF LABOUR.
A motorist came upon another whose car had broken
down. In the disabled''car sat a woman.
"Want any help?" inquired the newcomer cour
teously.

„ ,
,
.
.
The other man lifted his flushed and grimy face
from under the bonnet.
.
" I'd be most awfully obliged, he replied, if you d
answer my wife's Questions while I m tinkering with
this infernal engine." Novel Magazine.
DIAGNOSED.
A celebrated physician of the Georgian era was
subject to occasional fits of intoxication. But, being
a wise man, he knew his limitations, and always refused
to attend patients unless he was perfectly sober.
.
After one of his bouts, he was called upon to attend
Lady X a famous court beauty. Once, twice, three
times, he refused to go, but the fourth time the messenger
was obdurate, and the unhappy physician, against his
better judgment, sallied forth.
Lady X., was sitting up m bed; the physician
approached, took her hand, and felt her pulse. Theu
he began to shake as if in an ague, and clapping his hand
to his head, he exclaimed : " Drunk, by gad ! Drunk !
and rushed from the room
Next morning he received a cheque for £100> ac
companied by a piteous note from Lady X., begging
him not to let the matter go further. Novel Magazine.
A certain teacher was very fond of giving her pupils
homely examples in Arithmetic.
One day she wrote the following sum upon , the
blackboard:—
„ „ ,
, . .
1A A
" If your father had a barrel of ale containing 144
pints, took out a gall, and drank another 3* quarts,
how much had he left ?"
^
.
Little Tommy Tucker was shortly observed fran
tically trying to draw his teacher's attention, and when
asked what he wanted, said,
" pieath, teacher, yon have made a mithstake m
thpelhng. gaid the teacher. surprised, "Where?"
" Pieath, teacher," was the reply,
You haven t
thpelt gall, properly."

105

THE DRAGON

It is wonderful how keen the dogs will become to be
the first to snap the rag and there should be little
difficulty in making them rim straight and hard.
The training described, lpoks simple but there are
points to be considered t>efore your dog is ready fojr
the track.
We must therefore go deeper into the subject and
discuss the finer points of training at greater length, j
(Next month .\ " The finer points in the training of dogs
for the track."

TRAINING FOR THE TRACK.
HE Whippet may he used for
rabbiting or even hunting
hare in conjunction with the terrier
and will provide most excellent
sport. It is also sometimes used
for rabbit coursing and was com
monly known as the "snapdog"
from the manner in which it snapped at the rabbit.
The latter use of the Whippet is hardly practiced now
and I feel sure that all good sportsmen will agree
Here is a comprehensive list of advertisers in this issue.
that such a cruel and onesided game should be for
A similar list will be published each month in this space.
bidden by law if pure sporting spirit alone is not
You will be doing " The Dragon " a VERY GREAT SERVICE
sufficient to prevent it.
if you will kindly consult their advertisements in our pages
A miserable frightened rabbit released from a bag
and let them be a guide to you in your shopping.
PAGE.
stands no chance with the Whippet even in the open
country and the game develops into nothing less than BUILDER...
G. Browning
87
murder—a form of pastime which cannot possibly BOOTMAKERS Crafts Shoe Company, Ltd
100
... G. Beer & Rigden, Ltd
2 cover
appeal to the feelings of any sportsman. We are not
all in a position to use our dogs for rabbiting and are DDVWVDC ' ...Wm. McEwan & Co., Ltd.
...
98
BREWERS
r
^
Groves
&
Sons
...
...
100
liable to become most unpopular in certain quarters
H. & G. Simonds, Ltd
88
should we attempt it. But seldom have we to look
far for a stretch of more or less level ground about BAKER
J Goodger
87
200 yards long and that is all we require for our racing BANKERS
Messrs. Cox & C .
...
 
dog.
CAPS & HATS ...
A. J. While
...
3cov«
Interesting sport can be had over shorter tracks CONTRACTOR ... Bhicjaee Cowasjee
...
98
and there is no reason why good fun could not he pro CHEMIST..
Walker & Harris
.
98
duced over 100 yards, if only small dogs are used ; madmcI
...
J. Hunt & Sons
87
Wm. Lefevre, Ltd.
...
...
88
however, 200 yards has become the recognized distance DRAPERS j
to produce the best results and dogs should be trained FISHMONGER ...
C. E. Marsh
93
to cover this distance at the greatest possible speed.
FLORIST ...
F. R. Arnold
...
...
93
The owner is the best judge as to the condition of his GREENGROCER
E. Jarrett
...
87
y7
dog, and it is not my object now, to discuss the points of
..
C. Barrows

3 cov«f
good and bad health in a dog. The signs of worms, kidney GROCERS 'r
...
W. Fagg&Son
or liver trouble and ordinary chills and colds, should
)
W. C. Holmes
98
be well known to the dog owner so it will be sufficient GUNS & RIFLES Stephen Grant & Sons
107
to say that it is quite as important to get your dog in HISTORY of The BUFFS
100
the best of health before commencing hard work, as it HOUSE AGENT... F. W. Fuller, F.A.I
87
is for a man before he commences training for an athletic INSTRUMENTS
,
'
sports meeting.
(Military)
... J H. Steward, Ltd
71
Another point worthy of note, is the temperament
) .
'W. Pollard
93
of the dog. Some dogs are naturally full of life, while
Goldsmiths & Silversmiths Co., Ltd... .4 cover
others are inclined to be dull and nervous. Care must JEWELLERS [ ...
B. Ninnes
...

88
be taken to study your dog, and make the training
I ...
Elkington & Co. Ltd
71
programme to suit his special requirements. The
J ... A. H. Baldwin & Sons, Ltd. ... 108
younger the dog is, the more easily may it be trained, LAUNDRY St. Lawrence Steam Laundry, Co., Ltd.
87
but whatever the age, the training must be gradual
and in consequence, the greatest patience is required MINERAL WATERS } ^iTolden0"
, 93
by the trainer.
mrrkivYoo 1 British Motor T™d[n8 Corporation, Ltd. ... " 107
We must understand exactly what is required of our MOTORS j
A. W. Anderson, Ltd.
..
...
93
dog and train with this object in view.
nirTTOTn )
... Messrs. Hawkes & Son
...
... 107
Broadly speaking, the race is carried out as follows :— MUSIC j
Messrs. Boosey & Co
198
the dog is held by a man called " the slipper " and when NEWSAGENT
w. Samson
88
released by him runs to a second man (usually his master) HAI TPITT7C )
... E. Brown & Co.,Ltd
/I
who is called the " runner up." His objective is a rag POLISHES j
"Cherry Blossom"
197
or piece of rope, held by the " runner up " which the PHOTOGRAPHY B. & W. FiskMoore
89, 95, 99
dog snaps and hangs on to.
PRINTING
... Messrs. Gibbs & Sons
88
From this we can grasp the general idea of the REGIMENTAL KIT Richardson & Co.
3 cover
required training. The young dog must first be en SPORTS
 A. W. Gamage, Ltd.
...2 cover
couraged to snap at a towel or rag, hang on and worry
...

87
x I F. Finn & Sons, Ltd.
it. You must then enlist the services of a friend to STORES (various|
)
N.A.A.F.1.
...
72
hold the dog while you go a few yards away and wave STATIONERY, Ete. H J. Goulden Ltd
100
the rag
Your pal then lets the dog go and he should SCHOOLS
Griffiths, Powell & Smith ...

198
spring at the rag. Let him take it straight, play with
Flights, Ltd.
it for a bit and encourage him to hang on. The distance
... Conway Williams
..
...3 cover
is gradually increased day by day, the dog being thus
Moss Bros. & Co., Ltd,
...

71
taught to sprint hard and straight for the rag. A
Hawkes & Co.
..
. 198
racing.spirit may be introduced by allowing two or more TOBACCONIST
J F. Barber
...
93
dogs to rush for the rag, but the slower dogs should be
I
.. T. H. G. Hamilton
...
...
given a rag to worry as well as the winner so as not to WINES }
;;; JA. Graham & sons
97
discourage them in the early stages of their work.
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DISCHARGES.

Officers.

4TH BN., THE BUFFS.—Capt. H. G. James resigns his commn. (Jan.
20), and is granted rank of Maj.
Major J. Crookenden, D.S.O., The Buffs, to be local Ft.Col. for
service with W. Afr. Fron. Force (Dec. 13, 1922).
THE BUFFS.—The following Capts. are seed, while students at Staff
College, (Jan. 22)
A. B. Thomson, M.B.F., J. F. W. Allen, M.C. Ft.
F. F. Hall, M.C.,' relinquishes actg. rank of Capt. on ceasing to be
empld. as actg. Adjt. (May 30, 1919).

THRRITORIAF ARMY RESERVE.

4TH BN. THE BUFFS.—The following officers from the 5th Bn., The
Buffs, are transferred retaining their rank and precedence (Jan. 27) —
Ft. A. G. Horlock, Ft. D. M. Rourke, Ft. A. S. Peters, Ft. C. F. S. Brewer,
Ft. F Boulding.
THE BUFFS.—Ft. H. Forwood remains seed, for service with the
Tank Corps (April 1, 1922) substituted for notification in Gazette of Oct.
24, 1922).
The following Gentleman Cadet from the Royal Military Academy,
to be Sec. Ft. (Jan. 31)
K. M. C. Mallam.

GFNFRAF LIST.

The following having attained age limit of liability to recall, ceases
to belong to Res. of Off.
Col. F. H. Finch Hatton, C.M.G., D.S.O.
(Feb. 3).
Temporary appointmentsFiaison Officers (G.S.Os., 3rd Grade)
(Jan. 22).— Bt.Maj. A. G. Kenchington, M.C., The Buffs.

DFCRFASF.

Bt.Fieut.Col. R. Bright, placed on halfpay list. To U.F, 26.12.22.
Capt. H. W. Jackson, placed on halfpay list, 21.8.22.
Fieut. G. H. Stainforth, retires receiving a Gratuity, 19.11.22.
Fieut. F. Barry, seconded for service under Colonial Government,
2.11.22.
Capt. A. Mc. G. Cant, M.C. To U.K., 26.12.22. (A.F.C.)

The Depot.
RFCRUITS.

Pte. F G. Bones, Pte. A. R. W. Belton, Pte. W. J. Baker, Pte. G.
Bradley, Pte. J. S. Blencowe, Pte. J. A. Brown, Pte. G. W. Bush,
Pte. V. T. G. Butler, Pte. G. F. Chandler, Pte. J. G. Cox, Pte. A. F.
Corder, Pte. H. Dumont, Pte. P. F. C. Deveson, Pte. J. D. Douglas,
Pte. T. Dove, Pte. A. F. Doller, Pte. J. Green, Pte. A. Gentlo, Pte. R.
Goddard, Pte. J. A. Hodges, Pte. F. Holliday, Pte. A. Hogben, Pte. M.
Hills, Pte. G. W. Johnson, Pte. C. G. Jordan, Pte. F. F. Knight, Pte. F
Knapp, Pte. A. Fangley, Pte. A. Millar, Pte. H. H. Martin, Pte. W. A.
Morgan, Pte. F. Mills, Pte. F. Harcup, Pte. J. G. Mitchell, Pte. F. W.
Middleton, Pte. F. A. Marsh, Pte. H. Pye, Pte. W. G. Pearman, Pte.
M. G. Pearman, Pte. A. Rutty, Pte. G. H. Smith, Pte. J. H. Sparks,
Pte. H. H. J. Stone, Pte. F. Terry, Pte. R. C. Thomas, Pte. G. H. Vass,
Pte. R. H. Woods, Pte. F J. Walter, Pte. W. Warwick, Pte. J. W.
Woolley, Pte. R. F Warwick.

TRANSFFRS.

7872614 Cpl. B. W. Fewry, transferred to The Buffs from 1st Depot
Tank Battalion.
6281581 Pte. G. F. Pearson, transferred to R. West Kent Regt.

RFENFISTMFNTS.

Pte. S. Acott (late R.W.K. Rgt. T.); Pte. A. G. Baker (late R.W.K.
Rgt. T.) ; Pte. W. Goddard (late R.H. and R.F.A.) ; Pte. F G.
Goodsell (late Buffs. T.) ; Pte. J. O. Godfrey (late 386 R.F.A. T.) ;
Pte. F. W. Hammond (late The Buffs) ; Pte. G. Felant (late Fondon)
Rgt. T.) ; Pte. A. McNulty (late R.W.K. Rgt. T.) ; Pte. P. McGrath
(late Suffolk Rgt.) ; Pte. C. F. Pope (late 385 R.F.A. T.) ; Pte. W. R.
Packman (late R. Navy) ; Pte. F. Palmer (late R.W.K. Rgt. T.) ;
Pte. H. A. Spokes (late R.N.V.R.) ; Pte. S. Toms (late R.W.K. Rgt.) ;
Pte. H. Wood (late 6th Dragoons).

TRANSFFRS TO A.R.

7211459 Cpl. M. Flliott, 6279758 Pte. W. H. Mallen.

EDUCATIONAF AWARDS.

Awarded Second Class Certificates of Fducation :—
6281632 F/C. F. Phillipson, 6281739 Pte. G. Brace, 6281708 Pte. W.
Richardson, 6281681 Pte. A. Parker, 6281700 Pte. V. Riley, 6281456
Boy H. Rawlings, 6281684 Pte. W. Banks, 7809028 Pte. J. Hocknell,
6281672 Pte. F. Tribe, 6768404 Pte. J. Jarvis, 6281451 Boy S. Ashton.

ARRIVAFS.

6279758 Pte. Mallon, from Netley Hospital.

6278037 R.Q.M.S. A. Andrews, 6281957 Pte. G. Bradley, 6281813
Pte. G. Baker, 6279826 Pte. Bennett, 6278058 Sgt. S. Croucher, 6281845
Pte. H. Carpenter, 6279947 Pte. Coombes, 6279825 Pte. Daniels, 6279822
Pte. Deoves, 1665040 Pte. A. F Drury, 6281892 Pte. G. Fitzgerald,
6279827 Pte. Frew, 6279847 Pte. Gore, 6279843 Pte. Garters, 6279578
Cpl. Gibbs, 6279858 Pte. Guttridge, 6279221 Pte. A. Holman, 6279987
F/C. J. Holley, 6281754 Pte. G. Hayes, 6280273 Pte. Hewitt, 6279052
Pte. G. F. Marshall, 6280466 F/C. Mitchell, 6279281 F/C. F. Mitchell,
6279005 Pte. J. Newton, 6280164 Pte. A. North, 6279968 Pte. Parker,
6279971 Pte. T. Peers, 6337936 Pte. A. Peters, 6278951 Pte. Pitt,
6278094 Pte. Pitfield, 6279456 Pte. Pilcher, 6279559 Pte. Porfoot,
6281507 Pte. P. Phillips, 6278978 Pte. Potter, 6279437 Pte. Palmer,
6281917 Pte. T. Roblou, 6278829 Pte. Robson, 6278868 Pte. Rattenbury,
6279498 Pte. Rowland, 6278911 Pte. Roper, 6278891 F/C. Roberts,
6278962 Pte. Ratcliffe, 6278948 Pte. Richards, 6279008 Pte. Quadling,
6279951 Pte. P. Quinn, 6279564 Pte. Shanley, 6279539 Pte. Stringer,
6281791 Pte. J. Simpson, 6278867 Pte. Saunders, 6279440 F/C. Stroud,
6278900 Pte. Skinner, 6279396 Cpl. Smith, 6279815 Pte. Simpson,
6279069 Pte. Shersby, 6279017 Pte. Stripp, 6278859 Pte. Searle,
6279093 Pte. Shallow, 6279497 Pte. Somerset, 6279812 Pte. Sargent,
6278330 Pte. H. Staples, 6279026 Pte. Shersby, 6278330 Pte. F Staples,
6447019 Pte. Stevens, 6278055 Pte. Smith, 6281743 Pte. Summerfield,
6279428 Pte. Spriggs, 6279615 Pte. Sims, 6279431 Pte. Smith, 6279753
Pte. Sands, 6280413 Pte. Twyman, 6281717 Pte. G. Williams, 6281808
Pte. H. Walker.

APPOINTMENTS.

%

Appointed unpaid FanceCorporals :—
6448990 Pte. R. Knights, D.C.M., 6278211 Pte. F Perrett, 6281759
Pte. F. Parberry, 6393077 Pte. J. Cook, 6281636 Pte. M. Drucquer,
6281672 Pte. F A. Tribe.

DFCRFASF.

The following proceeded to join 1st Battalion :—
6280267 C.Q.M.S. Ransley, 628145? Pte. Broadbridge, 6281480
Pte. Taft, 6281515 Pte. Fonton, 6278804 Pte. Stone, 6281527 Pte.
Drissenden, 6279031 Pte. Brice, 6281613 Pte. Gillis, 6281636 F/C.
Drucquer, 6281652 Pte. Fittle, 6281636 Pte. Sovico, 6281628 Pte. Pitch
ford, 6281632 F/C. Philipson, 6448976 Sgt. Briggs, 6281479 Pte. Cloake,
6281586 Pte. Bygrave, 6281445 Pte. Cooper, 6281641 Pte. Dalton,
6281438 Pte. Johnson, 6281565 Pte. Back, 6281380 Pte. Marchant,
6281622 Pte. Flsloy, 6281629 Pte. Martin, 6280347 Pte. Stanford,
6281623 Pte. Smith, 6280386 Pte. Mowett, 6281470 Pte. Inge, 734347
Pte. Amos, 6281446 F/C. Hunt, 6393077 F/C. Cook, 628J453 Pte. Fore
man, 6281285 Pte. Flvey, 6280355 Pte. Murton, 6281621 Pte. Caless,
6281495 Pte. Brooks, 6278634 Pte. Hudson, 6281486 Pte. Revell,
6280892 Pte. Wolfe, 6281645 Pte. Ditton, 6281624 F/C. Coe.

The 2nd Battalion.
APPOINTMENTS.
6279578 Cpl. Gibbs, appointed A/Paid FanceSergeant, 22.12.22.
6278546 Cpl. Relf, appointed acting Sergeant, 28.12.22, whilst
employed as Instructor to the 1st Yemen Infantry.

EDUCATIONAF CERTIFICATES.
The undermentioned N.C.O.'s and men were awarded 3rd Class
Certificates of Fducation at an Examination held at Aden on 29.9.22 :—
(a) Serving with Battalion :—
6278811 Pte. F Coley, 6279294 Pte. A. Coade, 6279266 Pte. A.
Tomlin, 6278659 F/C. F Godden, 6279670 F/C. S. Page, 6278776 Pte. C.
Follington, 6279335 Pte. R. Fines, 6278586 Pte. A. Seale, 0278557 Pte.
A. Ay ling, 6278714 Pte. W. Wellard, 6279296 F/C. J. Vye, 6278767 Pte.
A. Hart,
(b) Since proceeded to U.K. for discharge :—
6278907 Pte. A. Hall, 6279533 Pte. R. Heard, 6279827 Pte. W. Frew,
6279017 Pte. F Stripp, 6279543 Pte. W. Andrews, 6278815 Pte. A.
Webb 6279872 Pte. F. Martin, 6279560 Pte. A. Coughtrey, 6278440
Pte. F. Fast, 6278821 Cpl. W. Crawley, 6278832 Dmr. F Fuggle, 6279551
?te. F. Bloomfield, 6279874 Pte. J. Griggs, 6278763 Pte. B. Powell,
6278869 Pte. R. Freeman.
(c) Since proceeded to join the 1st Battalion :—
6280004 Pte. A. Waterton, 6279211 Pte. H. Cogger, 6279193 Pte. P.
Pollard, 6279224 Pte. F. Gibbons, 6279230 Pte. A. Supple, 6279312
Pte. F. Belsey, 6279663 Pte. V. Hills, 6279207 Pte. J. Terry, 6279305
Pte. F Starkey, 6281123 Pte. W. Mummery, 6279318 Pte. W. Coshall,
6280220 Pte. A. Skinner, 6279422 Pte. R. Kisbee, 6278664 Pte. G. Mills,
6279693 Pte. H. Cox, 6280218 Pte. T. Honeysett, 6278736 Pte. F. Taylor,
6278663 Pte. J. Thirst, 6280053 Pte. F. Cruttenden, 6278657 Pte. W.
Chapman, 6279992 Pte. B. Bowers, 6279246 Pte. P. Davey, 6279194
Pte. C. Watts, 6278752 Pte. F. Ross, 6279361 Pte. W. Alrdidge, 6280151
Pte. C. Chacksfield, 6279698 Pte. W. Madden, 6279338 Pte. A. Fee,
6279694 Pte. A. Munn, 6379651 Pte. W. Hawkins, 6279297 Pte. W.
Booth 6279254 Pte. W. MacMahon, 6278735 Pte. B. Barnes, 6279701
Pte. R. Potts, 6279340 Pte. W. Suggers, 6279103 Pte. B. Delves,
6279710 Pte. F. Johnson, 6279993 Pte. H. French, 6278743 Pte. H.
Kimpton, 6280075 F/C. G. Brown.
(The reason for the delay of publication of these Certificates is that,
all papers have to go to India for final marking. It usually takes three
months to have, confirmed results).

The Editor would welcome news for this page
from both the First and Second Ballalions.
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THE

DRAGON.

Personalia.
n 1HIS number of The Dragon sees yet another in
I
crease in the number of our pages, made
possible by increased, revenue.
We hope to maintain it. and can
with your assistance. To help us to
asked to dsal with our advertisers
can to persuade new subscribers
monthly.

do so, but only
do this, you are
and do all you
to take a copy

Many Buffs and exBuffs are already doing so, and
results are being obtained. But are you ? No ! Then
HOW'S the time we need you.

We are sorry to have rather a poor account of Mr.
R. Godleman (late 9086 Pte.), one of theCrippen draft.
Godleman was blown up at Loos in 1915, and wounded
at Cambrai (1917) and Loos (1918). He has recently
been deprived of his pension, and has so far been unable
to find work.
Captain PI. Jackson and Lieut. W. M. Rowe have been
elected members of the Naval and Military Club.
The ladies part of the Naval and Military is now
open, the entrance being at 42 Half Moon Street. All
the bed rooms are also completed.

The following telegram was received from the
ColonelinChief of the Buffs, in acknowledgment of his
specially bound copy of the history :—
" My best thanks for sending me the Historical
Records of the Buffs. Christian R."

Major R. F. Pearson is still in charge of the O.T.C.
at Cheltenham College ; he tells us that he occasionally
sees Major and Mrs. Tarte, both of whom are hunting
regularly.
The Lodge Keeper and Porter at the college is an
old Buff (Mr. C. Tod, late 1st Battalion). His usual
dress consists of darkblue frock coat with brass buttons
and red collar and a chimney pot hat.

We congratulate Captain R. K. Price on winning
the Coupe de Pau, at tennis, for the third year in suc
cession, the cup thus becoming his own property.
Captain Price has since reached the final round for the
Coupe de Bordeaux but we have not yet heard th£
result.

A contingent of officers from the Depot were presented
at the Levee on the 13th March.
They were Captaips
Morgan, Peareth and Strettell and Lieutenants Fox,
Turner, Webster and Willows. We understand that
the group which was taken afterwards with Mr. Willows
inset is not for sale.
\

His old friends in the 2nd Battalion will be interested
to hear that their old Medical Officer, Major Charles
Hamilton, is now permanently in the R.A.M.C. and has
just gone back to India.

A fine specimen of a sporting mauser has been\
presented to the Depot Officers Mess by Major F. W.
Foster. It was captured at Kitchener's Kop, near
Paardberg in February, 1900, from the Boers, by " B "
Company of the 2nd Battalion.

Major Hamilton tells us that whilst on leave he met
his sick corporal, L/Cpl. Martin, on the Underground
one day. We are glad to hear that the latter is doing
extremely well.
Mr. H. N. Sharland, late Lieutenant 6th Battalion,
is living at Bromley, Kent.
A cheery letter is to hand from Mr. E. P. France,
late of E Company, 2nd Battalion, who writes from the
Premier Mine, Transvaal.
We offer our sincere sympathy to Mrs. Griffiths
on her outrageous treatment when on her way home
from Constantinople.
Our latest rumour about the homecoming of the
2nd Battalion is to the effect that they are to be relieved
by the Norfolks from Mesopotamia, who should have
arrived at Aden on the 24th March.

The Benevolent Fund has been presented by Messrs.
Gibbs and Sons, our printers, with a fine ledger for
office use. This kind of book is very costly when
specially made, and thanks are due to the donors for
what amounts to a pretty large donation to the Fund.
We welcome 2nd Lieut. Mallam who has joined the
regiment from Sandhurst. He is posted to the 2n'
Battalion and is awaiting their arrival at the Depot.
The following 2nd Battalion officers are now at the
Depot awaiting the arrival of the Battalion.
Captain Hay men.
Turner.
,,
Fox.
,,
Rowe.
,,
Hamil Stewart.
Lt. Fearnside Speed has left hospital on sick leave.

We hear that Major S. L. P. Barker is home from South
Africa, and hope we may see something of him whilst
he is in England.

Lt. D'Arcy Symonds has arrived at the Depot
from the Signal School at Maresfield. He is a useful
addition to the hockey team.

Another South African correspondent is Lieut.
Colonel A. G. Trollope who writes from the Residency,
Vrede, Orange Free State. Colonel Trollope left the
regiment after the South African war ; he went out
there early in 1900 with a draft of officers consisting
of Colonel Dauglish, Captain Engelbach and Lieutenants
Harland, Ransford and Tomlinson who had just joined.

Captains Hart, Peareth and Strettell sailed for
Constantinople on March 20th.

Mr. H. H. Crosley (late 240743, Private, 5th Battn.)
is still at Manaar, S. India.

We have been fortunate in obtaining the original
manuscript of the " Life and Adventures of a recruit
in the Volunteer Encampment at Branding Downs in
1872," written by a former town clerk of Canterbury
when a recruit in The Buds 50 years ago, and we intend
publishing the first instalment in our next issue.

It is interesting to know that the Artists Rifles
(28th London Regiment) are claiming a distinctive
battlehonour on the grounds that they trained over
10,000 officers during the period of the war. Sixty of
this number were given commissions in the Buffs of
whom eleven were killed.

Major Foster has already moved his family to River,
near Dover, where he is setting up house. We shall be
sorry when his time is up but are glad he is not going
far away from Canterbury.

We extend to the 2nd Battalion a hearty welcome to
all ranks on their return hom^.

THE DRAGON
Details of the inhuman treatment by Austrian
Police of Mrs. Brandford Griffith, the wife of Lt. Griffith,
The Buffs, are to hand. It appears that Mrs. Griffith
was travelling from Budapest to Cannes, escorted by
Commander HartDyke. Whilst dining on the train
they were ordered by a uniformed official to leave the
train at the next stop. They both remonstrated and
were arrested, whilst other passengers called them
" English swine."
At a place called Bruck they were forced to carry
their luggage a mile to the police station, and when Mrs.
Griffith, who had recently been ill, fell exhausted, the
police jeered at her. After
hours at the police station
she was turned out into the bitterly cold night and
told to come back at 4 a.m.
The only accommodation she could find was a chair
in a Cold room. Having twice lost her way she returned
almost frozen to the police station at 5 a.m., and after
an hour's questioning was forced to pay the fares of
the police escort to Vienna. Here Mrs. Griffith was
released and cared for by her cousin, Vicomte de Rouge,
the French minister.
RearAdmiral George H. Baird, brother of Capt.
H. H. C. Baird, D.S.O., has been appointed Admiral
(D) Commanding the Destroyer Flotillas of the Atlantic
Fleet. RearAdmiral Baird has been Director of the
MobilisationDepartment since January, 1921, in which
capacity he has lately had to deal with the task of
reducing the personnel of the Navy by some thousands
of men. He is a gunnery officer and commanded the
battleship " Ajax " at the Battle of Jutland.
We are pleased to welcome another Old Buff as a
subscriber, in the person of H. P. McDonough, who is
at Broadstairs.
N. Catchpole, late R.S.M. 1st Battalion, has now
taken up the position of steward at the Bugle House
Club, Southampton.
He informs us that Gus Eales late ColourSergeant
of " D " Coy., 2nd Battalion, is also.at Southampton.
He advises exBuffs not to seek work in that vicinity
at present, as there is a big surplus of unemployed.
A big extension scheme is about to be started however
and he very kindly promises to put us in touch with the
Engineer in charge when it commences, so that we hope
to be able to place some exBuffs.
We have been fortunate in obtaining several new
advertisers, we would ask every reader to remember that
advertisements are not inserted merelyto fill up, and that
without the income derived from advertisers, The Dragon
could not pay its way.
Our advertisers have done their part. Will you do
yours ? Please try an d make a point of dealing only
with those firms who support your paper. Turn to the
list of them on page 145
We are very glad to be able to increase the number
of our pages from 36 to 40 with this number, so that
our readers lose nothing in reading matter by the addition
of these advertisements. Rather do they gain, as the
new advertisments only cover about one half of the
increase in size.
A very encouraging letter comes from G. Sampson,
late 6th Battalion, of St. Peters, who not only encloses
8/ he has raked in from two friends whom he has
persuaded to subscribe, but says that he is on the trail
of several more; This is the finest thing any reader could
possibly do for us, and we thank him.
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With reference to our note last month regarding
the pianoforte score of The Buffs Regimental March,
a reader who wrote for a copy informs us that they are
obtainable now direct from the publishers only, Messrs.
Boosey and Co., 295 Regent Street, London, W. 1., who,
incidentally, advertise in our pages.
News is to hand that Lce.Cpl. Green, an old member
of the 1/5 Buffs, is employed at the P. W. D. Alwiyah,
Iraq, and that Pte. White ("Chalky of "B" Coy.")
is at the Baghdad Municipal Offices.
A correspondent informs us that the torpedoed vessel
referred to in our last month's article entitled " The
Buffs Example " was the H.M. Transport " Aragon "
referred to in the War History, and which was torpedoed
off Alexandria.
She had on board 150 nurses and V.A.D.'s, 135
officers and 2400 other ranks. The ship sank in 18
minutes with a loss of 10 officers and 600 other ranks,
and the escorting destroyer, H.M.S. Attack, was also
torpedoed and sank immediately.
He adds, that he too, agrees that "no words are
eloquent enough to express the heroic conduct of the
3rd Battalion Draft."
Lieutenant H. d'Arcy Symonds joined the Depot
on the 1st March pending embarkation.
Captain H. C. T. Stronge, D.S.O., M.C., latterly
employed with the West African Frontier Force, has
been restored to the establishment. He has served
since October, 1910. During the greater part of the
late war, he was with the W.A.F.F. as a company
commander and as adjutant of the 2nd Nigeria Regiment.
He served in the Kamerons, Nigeria, British, Portuguese
and German East Africa, and in France and Belgium from
July to the Armistice of 1918 (mentioned twice in
despatches, 191415 Star, D.S.O., M.C. and Great War
Medals).
Captain and Brevet Major A. G. Kenchington, M.C.,
The Buffs, has been appointed a liaison officer. He
received his brevet step and decoration for conspicuous
courage in action on the Western Front, was mentioned
in despatches, severely wounded, got the 1914 star,
the British War Medals and the French War Cross.
The film " If Winter Comes " in which the officers
and men of the Depot, it will be remembered, provided
the military element, has arrived in this country from
America and will shortly commence a run in London
prior to general exhibition.
We are very glad to have had a visit from Mr. A.
Wells, a very old Buff, who left us an advert for our
pages which is to be found in this issue.
The Depot was visited on the 11th March, by Colonel
J. Kennedy, C.M.G., D.vS.O., Argylle and Sutherland
Highlanders, who is at present at the Senior Officers'
School, and who we understand, is to command the
2nd. Battalion on its arrival home from Aden.
Another very old Buff who has lately visited The
Depot is late No. 86 William King, 3rd Battalion Militia,
who enlisted in 1881 and who was discharged in 1904.
He lives at 7 Boundary Road, Ramsgate, and does odd
jobs. He holds excellent references from various Buffs'
Officers, and is in want of something to do.
It is rumoured that the Depot is shortly to become
possessed of a large wireless set. This should prove
very interesting.

THE DRAGON
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The 1st Battalion.

and then perhaps chances to get things going will be
EBRUARY has been a month
more favourable, and our notes may be considerably
of disappointments. The
enlarged.
Turks refused to sign the Treaty,
A Company.
which would send us to Gibraltar,
The opening days of February found us on Detachment at Soufli,
and then we found we had to do
together with The Drums and No. 12 Platoon (C Company).
a month's work and only get
The Inter Platoon Football Competition is going strong with No. l
Platoon leading, and No. 12 as wooden " spoonists.
But there is
twentyeight days pay for it.
ample time for a big change in the league table as seven matches have
Next year we hope to be lucky
yGt During tli^month our Padre from Battalion Headquarters has paid
and get twentynine.
Life on the Maritza is getting
us two or three visits and has entertained the Detachment on each
occasion with his portable Cinema, for which we thank hmi very much.
rather dull. The freshness has
The N.C.O.'s of the Detachment ran a verysuccessful Dance at South
worn off, and only the Band
" Town Hall" on February 24th, while the Privates held a Whist Drive
boys seem to enjoy the second
in the Canteen on the same evening. Preceding the N.C.O. s Dance a
Detachment team played " C " Company from Demotika, and lest by
fall of snow—unless the Machine
Gunners really appreciated pulling
f°UWe were all very sorry when the time came to say goodbye to
their toboggan up the Hospital
C.S.M Bones? Sgt Chandler and Pte. Bartlett, when they left us for
hill
England, Sgt. Burville receiving orders at the last minute to proceed to
Hythe for a Course at the Small Arms School. Our two short (ga
The weather has not allowed
ting rather long they think) Service men, namely Jona and Trotekyare
us to play many games. The
still waiting for that big boat. Trotsky tells me he has found the tree
only flat ground is near the river, and that is flooded,
'^Ue'he^^fc'aM^'Farfowaate of The Middlesex Regt.) is
either as a result of the local rain, or of the melting
comYng to teke C.S* of this company. Being THE BMOISE. wj
snows in YugoSlavia. After several postponements,
should do well. We wonder if when promoted W.O. Class II. he will
a Novices Boxing Tournament was arranged at Kuleli
drop C.Q.M.Sgt's. songs i.e., those one verse affairs. Whilst on the
subject of C.Q.M.Sgt's. songs we should all like to laiow if it is a fact
Burgas to select a few competitors to go to Constanti
that theDetachment Sgts'. Mess is having a new key added to music
nople and compete in the Command Competition, winch
for the benefit of J.C., having scored such a roaring success as to bring
is in progress at the time when these notes are being
the Mess down. During the month Sgt. Adams, Ptes. Russell and
written.
SuppE have been translerred to us while Pte
lefttog
"IV' Comoanv. All ranks were very sorry to learn of the sad deatn
We were glad to welcome our Draft from Canterbury,
of Pte. Supple's father, himself an old Buff who served and waswounded
with C.Q.M.S. Ransley and Sergeant Briggs. They
in 'wYwr Yat Capt. Essell expects to be discharged from hospital
stopped with the Essex at Haida Pasha just to see what
in »hopPes toTejoin tSe company We sho^dhteto taow
Constantinople itself was like, and we hope by now they
have settled down in their new billets, be it a railway
" Yfov^onMSvy'—e'jSb & hL WAY'SdestvS
truck or silk factory.
U We should^lso like to ihow he spends his week en<te now that
Several happy individuals have left us and we were
Cousin Harry is in civilian life, looking forSgt. ^^frei'e^meiaies ~
We should like Cousin Harry to write and tell us the wireless messages
sorry to lose them, and hope they will not be compelled
to join the tanks of the Unemployed when they get their
116 Sro/1E? Detachment
rate dancers, thanks
Discharge.
being due to The Drums for music supplied at.the impromptu Practice
Dances under the able leadership of Johnnie Clements.
With the kind permission of the Turkish Governor,
Concluding we all hope that our stay of two or three weeks in the
each week a few N.C.O.'s and Men go to Adrianople to
Maritza Valley will not grow into too many
^^tdls^s
see the Mosque and gaze in the Shop windows that make
to be writing from the same spot next month for Charlie Parker tens us
up the High Street. Everybody agrees that it is not
that it is a five years' station and " Parkers usually get to know. ^ ^
much of a place.
B Company.
We are glad to welcome back Lieutenant Thorne
March the 1st still finds us in the Maritza Valley, and Coys, have
Thorne who has been spending two months sick leave
in England, but owing to his operation for appendicitis,
T^latoons^o17^bevi^gNo nf at ke^ned/s" Camp/we wer°e pleased
was only able to play a little football. Amongst others,
we are also glad to see Lieutenants Keble and Marshall,
who have been employed away from the Regiment. ' i^fis'^tes^Stone^arker^B^him^nd'^ds^^W^ndpi
f
We hope Captain Essell and Lieutenant Crozier, who is
now in Malta, will be rejoining us shortly after their
rather prolonged stay under medical care.
Sergeants' Mess Notes.
Now we are on the Maritza, we are again very much
divided, having detachments at Sufli, Demotica, Urlu
and Kennedy's Camp. All we have at Headquarters
are a few of B and D Coys, and Headquarters. Under
these circumstances, our numbers are very depleted,
and it is very hard to get anything going in the way of
sport or social evenings. We certainly boast of a
marquee for our Mess, which is situated on the railway
siding, and the chief occupation is watching the trains
pass by, which we might add are very few and seem to
come when they like.
We managed to borrow a piano one night and had
a miniature smoking concert, which made a wonderful
break in the monotony.
Once a party of members when out to shoot wild
ducks (for wild ducks are in abundance in this locality),
but alas ! the wild duck must have been too cunning for
them, as the party returned, after a long day without
anything.
Rumours of Gibraltar are still very persistent, but
nothing yet is definite. We however hope it will be soon,

cITpetition ended in adraw. I am sure

aSSSSssst^^ &

Ta|rL&

RoPy»»is BattalionT|S|™e^CT^oy^
^he^g^od old Brigade. With him came twelve recruits from the
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THINGS WE HOPE

Where is Anna now ?

„

pte Uea:rne} B Coy.
L/Cpl. Butcher, B Coy.
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Kennedys' Camp.

February has been a month of many changes. Since our last
issue of notes Sgt. Goss has returned to Battalion Headquarters and
Cpl. Dennis has taken over the duties of Canteen Manager, hence
his cheery smile and portly appearance. Eater on in the month Sgt.
Hodgkinson and his platoon were relieved by No. 7 Platoon. We were
very sorry to see this change take place, as much friendly rivalry and
competition existed between 5 and 6 platoons. Anyhow we hope their
stay at Head Quarters is as happy as it was at Kennedy's Camp. Talk
ing of competition, a hut competition was held on February 14th, E/C.
Godden winning the same, who is to be complimented on the smart
appearance of his section's place of habitation. Cpl. Waghorne took
2nd place with half a point behind ! Our " Camp Commandant
presented prizes which were much appreciated by the recipients. Mr.
Oliver we notice by the way does not indulge in so much shooting now.
We think something has happened to his gun, or owing to the political
unrest his prey has flown. (" Fortune is a fickle jade.") We extend
our welcome to Sgt. Briggs, who has joined usfrom England and sincerely
trust he will enjoy his stay with The Buffs as much as he did with his
old Regiment " The Royal Fusiliers," and No. 6 Platoon must consider
themselves fortunate in having him as a platoon sergeant. Eieut.
Keeble has returned from Constantinople and has taken over command
of the detachment, Training has started with a vengeance but the un
certain weather, soon put a damper on this. In fact many of the old
1st Battalion thought they were back in Ireland. Knotting and lashing
was included in the training programme, our demonstrator being
Pte. E G. Moore who I expected was reminded of his days with the
sister service. Many knots he tried to teach us, but judging from
appearances the only one the majority learnt was the hangman's. In
fact " the Greek " (E/C. Hills) is thinking of applying to the Home Office
for the position of Public Executioner. Fancy decorations for the
fronts of huts is the fashion and topic of the day at Kennedy's Camp.
Our Buster Brown can often be seen in company with Wopper Adams,
conversing in whispers, and displaying, in mud, pretty patterns of
coloured stones and broken glass. Wopper they say is kidding himself

WHISTLER AND SONGSTER (Birdy)
ATHLETIC TURNS (Waxy)

Singers and " noises off."

:

Pte. Huntly.
Sgt. Pratt.

Sgt. Summers.
,Sgt. Fcote.
Cpl. McEean.
Pte. Chapman.
Pte. Maunders.
Cinema Shows by our Padre have been much appreciated and form
quite a change to our usual routine.
A Company asked us to send a football team on the 23rd. Of
course we obliged. Fifteen of us left here including our C.S.M. and two
Sergeants, and thanks to A Company we had a most delightful time.
We played them at footer and managed a good win 41. A good tea
followed and all N.C.O.'s were entertained during the evening at a
successful dance and social in the Greek Officer's Club.
We wish a speedy and safe journey to all of our four years' men
who left us recently and Good luck to them in civ vie life. We also
welcome back our C.S.M. who has just come back from hospital, also
Eieut. Thorne Thorne from leave.
By the way, we all would like to know
Who is sharing the quid ?
Hats Pajama. Who and what are they ?
Who was the young fellow who made the Padre swear ?

JOHNNY
OAKUS
MACK
COOKY
TIDDLER

D Company.

On the 13th of February the draft arrived from the Depot of which
15 were posted to " D ", five to 13 Platoon, three to 14, four to 15 and
three to 16, but alas two have since left us, Wolfe to hospital at Con
stantinople, and Brissenden who has been transferred to " E" Coy. to
take over regimental barber, and by the way he gave us a good turn at
a recent concert.
On the 25th February a boxing tournament was held in which the
company figured well, with about eight entries, The following who won
in the finals were picked to go to Constantinople with the remainder

Kennedy 's Camp.
he is on the sands of Margate tnudlarking, while Buster is aiming to be
a " futurist artist." Wopper is also a past master in making doorsteps
and bootscrapers. Anyhow Sailor Keeler was a biscuit tin short and
the duck board in front of Wopper's hut is in a state of chaos. We
noticed Mr. Keeble looking doubtfully at it the other day and then
smiling in a queer wav at the hut, we believe he has rumbled something.
Talking of Mr. Keeble reminds me, the other day I saw him armed
with a golf club and ball, putting in a bit of " snide," and if our American
golf champions could see his stance I am sure they would look twice
at the trophy they took from England last season.
In conclusion I should like to extend our welcome to the draft from
the depot, and our best wishes to Ptes. Stone and Belsey who have left
for civilian life, and hope they will always keep in touch with the
Regiment by purchasing The Dragon regularly.
J. WAGHORNE, Cpl.

C Company.

During February we have had some real good shows and concerts.
Boxing was of an excellent quality. Great praise is due to our novices
who show great form and the right spirit. With a little training they
should make good boxers. B Company challenged us to a team com
petition and gave us a good show, the result being a Draw. At the
time of writing we have Colby, Robins, and Bartlett, representing us in
the Novices Competition which is being held in Constantinople.
Now for our little Shows and Concerts. Talent has been discovered
and our three Platoons here have done well. We hope to get more from
12 Platoon attached to A Company at Sufli. Our party is known as
THE WHIRLWINDS. Everyone will, I know, join with me in congratulat
ing them on their great success. Of course we have to make our own
amusements, etc., to make the time pass for there is absolutely nothing
to please the eye outside our Billet. The following are the principals :
MANAGER (Some)
C.S.M. Barrell.
ASSISTANT MANAGER (Sometimes)
Sgt. Summers.
STAGE MANAGER (When he's not coughing)
Pte. Stuart.
PRODUCER (Perhaps)
Pte. Dunn.
WHIREWIND CASTE.
HEAVY COMEDIAN (Very)
Pte. Goodwin.
EIGHT COMEDIAN (Very light)
;Pte. Dunn.
FEMALE IMPERSONATER (when he can get the clothes) E/Cpl. Ayliffe.

of the Regimental team (Novices) they were O'Hagan, Collins and Peck,
who will fight in an AllNovices Competition being held there. Sgt.
Gibson who gave an exhibition Spar at the Regimental Tournament
accompanied them as second, since, we have heard that O'Hagan lost his
fight, but we sincerely hope that Collins and Peck are still going strong.
We regret the loss of four of the old lads, who left us the other
day for U.K., they were Marsh, Wooler, Roberts and Olive, and with
them go our best wishes for every success.
.
We are sorry to say that sports in the football line have faded far m
the background, owing to our football field becoming part of the old
Maritza, in fact we are seriously wondering who we can challenge at
W& The

usual fortnightly change of detachments at Ourli took place on
the 4th March and once more we have Sgt. Barton and the remainder of
13 Platoon back again, whilst Sgt. Pounceby, with 10 and 11 Sections
are keeping the line clear for a " Jildy " move.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

1. Whether Curly found the pole star or not on the night of the
third of March ?
2. Who is the Wireless Corporal ?
3. Is Cayenne pepper a good substitute for curry . (ask Mandy)
4. Who was the Sergeant who could not sleep because he was B.O.
next dayhat w&g in the wind on the day that " D " Coy. wireless
station blew over ?
« ., 
6. Who know's where the red boundary line is on the bridge .
7. Who broke the poles for the boxing ring up for firewood ?

E Company.

During the past month very little has happened owing to the Bat
talion being rather split up.
A and C Companies being away on detachments, leaves the Battalion
at headquarters at half strength, thus preventing a great deal of sports
taking place in spite of our receiving the last draft from the depot.
We played a picked team of B and D on the 17th February, at H.Q.
Football. The first half found us in rather a muddy position owing to

Continued on next page.
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our goal being so wet but our forwards pressed the way through to the
opposing goal with success, scoring three to nil at the interval.
In the second half we again scored after five minutes' play, the
final result being 80 for us.
By the way can anyone tell us who was the officer who fell asleep
whilst the barber was cutting his hair ? ''
We were very pleased to have Eieut. Coates back with the Coy. after
his long stay with C Coy. at Demotica. We look forward to a move to
Gibraltar and hope we may get more sports when we do arrive there.
Our Team consists of:—
Bdsm. Pearcal, E/C. Shaw; Bdsm. Pox, E/C. Dudley, E/C. Mount;
Cpl. Jones, Paul, Bdsm. Eewis, Pte. Bates, Bdsm. Eee.
On February 23rd we played D Coy. and after a good and strenuous
game we lost by 21.
We also have a good team among our Machine Gunners.
We are sorry to announce that we shall soon be losing our old and
best Comedian, Bandsman Moss, known throughout the Battalion.
We have Et. Reid and Cpl. Meakin, two more wellknown comedians.
Bandsman Moss leaves usshortly for civilian life.

U.S.

Maohine Gun Platoon (Kouleli Bourgas).

During February little hashappened worth relating, but having made
ourselves as resigned to our situation as possible, we have settled down
more or less to our normal duties.
We were'pleased to have Eieut. Coates back unexpectedly on the
19th. May he remain longer with us this time.
On the 18th we managed to play the two platoons of B Coy. at
H.Q. football, resulting in a win for us 40. In the first half we occupied
the wet goal and gotstuck and it seemed too much for the opposing team
to get through, but it was navigated in thesecond half by the stalwarts.
By the way can anyone tell us :—
Who are the people who use " consecrated " iron for building cook
houses, challenge all superstitious people after dark and dismount guard
with two bayonets ?
What does " Mellum " mean in Russian ?
Is parading at Retreat in F.S.M.O. equivalent to scrubbing canvas ?
Where did the fighting man go to when the opportunity recently
occurred to meet someone of their own weight in the recent novices
competition or are they waiting for the bayonet fighting ?
How long does it really take our scholars to do a week's work and
when will they be qualified to sit ?
Is it a joke to run down a slope on a toboggan and then ask for help
to regain the summit, and where did all the ducks springfrom ?
P.A.M.

Boxing.
What may be considered a record boxing competition
for Novices was held in the riding school at British
Headquarters on the 1st to the 7th of March. It was
originally arranged to last three nights only, but owing
to the enormous number of entries, it was found im
possible to get to the finals until the seventh night.
Teams from Units consisted of ten weights and entries
were limited to two per weight. The Buffs team was
as follows:—
HEAVY WEIGHT
Pte. Hazell.
LIGHT HEAVY
R. Giles.
MIDDEE
Cpl. Turner.
WEEPER
Pte. Peck.
LIGHT
Pte. Collins and Bartlett.
PEATHERS
Pte. O'Hagin and Robbins.
BANTAM
Pte. Longhurst.
FEY
Pte. Coulby.
BOYS UNDER 130 EBS.
Boy Smith.
BOYS UNDER 110 EBS.
Boy Vincent (giant 851bs).
Our own entries were limited owing to being so far
away from Constantinople.
Owing to the difficulty of fixing up a ring (which had
to be in the open), and bad weather, it was not possible
to hold a Battalion Competition, to pick the team
until the day before leaving. The weighing in took
place the day after our arrival at G.H.Q. There were
quite a good number turned down owing to being over
weight. The following evening the competition com
menced before a full house. I could, Mr. Pditor, fill
several pages with a full account of this competition, but
owing to space and time, I will make it as brief as
possible. It was a thorough good show from start to
finish and the spirit of the competitors was truly British.
I am afraid we did not do quite so well as we had hoped,
but when pne considers the conditions here and the
large number of entries, (some being extremely good
men for novices), we did quite well at least bringing
one cup back.

Pte. Hazell had the misfortune to be knocked out
in the 2nd Round. Pte. Giles was compelled to retire
in the first round owing to a knocked up thumb. Cpl.
Turner, who should with training make a good boxer
was knocked out in the 1st Round. He at one time
had his man quite groggy, and if he had a little more
experience would have finished him. Pte. Peck, who
although being beaten in the Regimental Competition
was sent owing to putting up such a good fight, was
also knocked out in the second round. Pte. Collins
was beaten on points by Pte. Theobald of the Bssex
Regiment; it was a very near thing and we all expected
at least an extra round. Pte. Bartlett drew a bye in
the 1st series and his opponent in the 2nd series scratched
to him. He then met, in the third series, Gdm. Aston
of the Irish Guards and lost to him after a very good
fight (Aston eventually won the competition). Bartlett
is another beginner who should do well. O'Hagen
lost on points and Robbins was unable to ^ box owing
to being medically unfit. Longhurst gave his opponent
the K.O. in the 2nd round, and in the next series lost
on points after a close fight. Coulby also lost on points.
In the final of the boys under 130 lbs Boy Smith knocked
out his opponent in the 2nd Round. Boy Vincent
(our giant) beat his opponent by some very good boxing
in the first series. In the semifinal he met a boy
twenty pounds heavier than himself and lost in the
2nd Round. (" Plucky kid !").
In addition to the team competition there were
several good six round contests and a " Mill Competi
tion." The latter consisted of teams of heavies to
Bantams, both teams first lining up in the shakehands
and then all out except the two Bantams who, at a
signal get at it and hit as hard and often as they can Tor
one minute. As soon as one pair has finished, in go the
next. The heavies only fight in. case of a draw. At
the conclusion of the competition, our big popular
" Chief," General Sir Charles Harington, presented the
prizes. He also complimented the Garrison Adjutant
and Sgt.Major and everyone else who had helped so
well to run such a good show.

Adrianople. 1923.

Adrianople is now in possession of the Turks, but
during the last ten years it has had many temporary
tenants, a practice, however, involuntary that does not
improve the material prosperity of a city. On visiting
it from Karaagatch, the Greek suburb on the western
bank of the Maritza, the first thing you notice that
most shops are shut up. That is in consequence of the
Turks forcing all the Greeks to leave the town last
November, though many of them had been trading and
living there all their lives. Afterwards you notice a lot
of people that are obviously not Turks and on enquiry
you ascertain they are Jews, whom the Greeks will not
admit into their territory and the Turk can find no
place to expel them, so for the present they remain.
Making your way towards the one thing worth seeing in
the city, the Mosque Selim, you pass through the local
cigarette and leatherwork shops. On entering the
big Mosque you are struck with the size of the dome
which is no smaller than the celebrated dome of the
Mosque of St. Sophia in Constantinople. Much of the
inside has been painted over and this covers over the
very fine architectural detail at the head of the columns
supporting the dome. Underneath the place appointed
for the choir is a fountain which brings holy water from
the middle of the earth, and has only just started to
work again—as the faithful say—because Allah would
not allow the water to come up while the Christian
Greeks occupied the city. On the floor are many
rugs, some whole and some in pieces. They say that
many of them were taken by the Russians when they
(Continued at foot of next page)*
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Song of the Bengalee Baboo.

A very good Bengalee Baboo, in Calcutta very long time stop.
I.' keep
Ram Jam Tundah GhQse my name is; In the Radna Bazaar I
him shop.

I very good Hindoo smoke my hookah Eat my dall yes, every day.
Night come I make plenty poojah; Hear nautchwallah on the tom
tom play.
Kutch prewani good time coming ; Sing " Brittania Rule the Waves."
Very fine fellow go home in the morning; Bengalee Baboo can make
slaves.
I got pens, Belatee Sabon ; Overland paper and hair pins too.
Pencil got and very watch guard; Pocketknife Rogers'; I speak true.
Macasser Oil and very good key ring; Sola topee one rupee.
Cashmere .shawls; secondhand portmanteau; Guara Jelly and
Assam tea.
I got very fine shirts for Sahib ; Eiuen front see, proper fit.
Ten rupees each; Cotton very dear Sahib ; Rupee buys very small kit.
Coat and trousers I give too now ; You send pattern I very well make.
Better than Belatee durzee : I no can make one mistake.
By and by make very long journey : Across Kallapani I must go.
In Belatee country travel; There I make it one big show.
Everybody give nice presents : Read big book and long time think.
Smoke cigars ; Have much tamasha : Eat plenty beef and Sinkin drink.
I then come back to Calcutta; Not keep shop : What then can do ?
Cyclone relief give few rupees: Everybody say what kind Hindoo.
Ram Ghapaul Ghose give me lesson ; All day long in rhair I set.
By and by get member of council: Star of India then must get.
East week I get invitation : First class ball must go and see.
I then put on my very best cupra : Everybody look at me.
Plenty lights ; very good tamasha ; All night long make music play.
Smoke cigars, drink plenty sinkin : Not go home till break of day.
Sahib say " Come, baboo ; supper " ; I say " Yes," of course must do.
Young Bengal must have his khana:Eat mutton chop and good freshstew.
Every gentleman wait on lady ; Hand round plate in foolish manner.
I say Ari, you got Kitmutgar : Why not make him bring the khana.
Every gentleman wait on lady : I of course can not do less.
I upset two or three custards : Spoil one lady's new silk dress.
Mem Sahib she kick up a bobbery : Tell me quick, jao, leave this place.
She call me one stupid puggle : Mustard pot throw in my face.
When Mem Sahib see first class baboo : She say " Excuse; I make
 mistake."
Sahib say '' Come baboo ; drink now ; Very fine punch for you I make.''
Then we all sat down together; Make singsong till daylight come.
Take plenty pegs; get little mutwallah; And then in palki must go
home.

W

Thanks.

E are indebted to the following for very kindly
having renewed their subscriptions to The
Dragon for 1923 at the increased rate.

MajorGeneral E. G. T. Bainbridge (and for 1924), Colonel W. A.
Eaton, O.B.E., Et.Colonels J. ISteele and A. Atkinson, Majors E. I.
Wood, M.C., C. D. K. Greenway, H. S Hardy, M.B.E., M.C., Captains
T. B. Cheeseman P. A. Maynard, Eieutenants R. W. Eeonard, E. Barry,
G. E Eushington, Esq, J. V. Hitchcock, Esq., W. F. Beaven, Esq.,
J. Scrace, Esq.

Answers to Correspondents.

" READER OF THE DRAGON

2ND BATTAEION

In answer to your letter re the History, the Honorary Secretary
(Major F. W. Tomlinson) asks us to say that in every letter asking for
orders, he expressly said that no money would be required until the
book was ready, and he cannot hold himself responsible for complaints
arising from noncompliance with these instructions. Major Tomlinson
always calculated that the book would not be ready much before Christ
mas, 1922, and he, in fact, never asked for any remittances until the
middle of December, 1922. We hope your copy hasreached you by now.

1st Battalion—Continued.
occupied Adrianople and were recovered from Rou
mania during the Great War. Up in the roof one
notices scars in the work, and they say this was due
to the artillery fire of the Bulgarians during the war of

1912.

The mosque has a wonderful minaret with three
landings and three staircases. If you get in one stair
case you do not see daylight till you reach the very top.
Another staircase takes you to the second and third
landings and the other one goes only to the first and
third. It used to be the practice to put ignorant
visitors into the staircase that went right to the top,
that is some climb. Beside the Mosque Selim there
are two other mosques that may be visited, one is
notedfor its age and the other had one of its minarets
destroyed by shellfire. When you have seen the
mosques you have seen Adrianople.
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The Army " Beaver " Game.
T is rumoured that the Army Council is contemplat
ing the introduction of an entirely new departure
in the way of improving the powers of observation and
the general intellect and interest of the Army.
Like all things military, it is complicated and will
take some getting into, but we are sure that this fact
will not deter the enthusiastic defenders of the Empire.
A committee has been formed and will sit in the
precincts of Whitehall to decide upon certain definite
rules, and as soon as these have been decided upon a
special Army Order will be issued to all units.
We have gathered from an authoritative source
a fair idea of what the rules are likely to be. It will be
seen that the game is intended to be an improvement
on that ancient game of " Beaver."
Here are the rules which we presume will govern
this new sport: All ranks will be compelled to take part.
In the case of ranks below that of Sergeant points
will count towards proficiency pay, and from Sergeants
upwards will count towards promotion.
Points will be awarded for the discovery of the
following:—
1. A General inspecting troops accompanied by
a staff of less than fifteen officers. Twenty points.
2. A Staff Officer caught in the act of doing some
thing useful. Eighteen points.
3. A Colonel without a liver. Sixteen points.
4. An intelligent Orderly Room Staff. Fifteen
points.
5. A greeneyed subaltern who could produce ten
pounds at a moment's notice. Fourteen points.
6. A polite RegimentalSergeantMajor. Thirteen
points.
7. A curlyheaded blueeyed SergeantMajor,
Twelve points.
8. An honest and sentimental Quartermaster
Sergeant. Eleven points.
9. An Orderly Sergeant who glides gracefully
through his week's duty without getting a severe dig.
Nine points.
10. An old sweat with twentynine years' service
in who is a member of the R.A.T.A., doesn't smoke,
can't play pontoon, never swears, and never seen a
" Crown and Anchor " board. Eight points.
11. An orderly man with a clean face. Six points.
12. A cook who can't make fish cutlets. Five
points.
Officers commanding Companies will render a return
showing points secured by each Officer, N.C.O. and man
weekly. Battalion Commanders will render a return
to Headquarters showing total number of points gained
by the Battalion each week.
A n y individual securing less than ten points per
week will be compelled to undergo a course of Pelmanism.
Any individual averaging less than five points per
week will be discharged with ignominy.

I

O

UR commiserations to the Editor of The Bugle, who
has received the following letter from a native,
possibly, he says, in mistake for a manufacturer :—
Gentlemen,
I get the pump witch I by from you but why for
God's sake you doan sent me no handle——i loose to
me my customer, wats the use a pump when she doan
have no handle—sure think you doan treat me rite i
rote ten days, and my customer he holler for water like
hell for the pump. You know he is hot summer now and
the win he no blow the pump she got no handle so wat
the hell I goan to do with it. Doan sent me the handle
pretty quick i sent her back and i goan order some
pump from other companies.
Goddbye, Yours truly,
P.S. Since i rite i find the goddam handle in the
box excuse to me.
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Boxing.

N January 8th, 9th and 10th,
the Annual InterCompany
Boxing Tournament, to decide the
Championships at thevariousweights,
and also to count points towards
the Harris Shield, took place at the
Crater before a large audience.
Three excellent nights' boxing were
witnessed, and hard clean fighting
was the order of the day. In the
Inter  Company Competition, D
Company won a decisive victory—
winning five
out of the seven
weights—and B Company were
second with A Company a point
behind LanceCorporal Whittington
(A) and Pte. Scally (A) were
awarded the best losers prizes at the
conclusion of the boxing, and both
thoroughly earned them.
LanceCorporal Tomlin (D) caught the eye by
defeating Lc/Cpl. Hart (C) and Lc/Cpl. Whittington
(A)—although himself only a novice—and will go
a long way if he sticks to the game.
The arrangements made by Lieut. D. S. Lister
for the comfort of the competitors and spectators alike
left nothing to be desired. Officials :—Referee/Lieut.
D. S. Lister, M.C., Judges, Captain Hathaway and
Mr. Tankard. At the conclusion of the Boxing, the
commanding officer announced that by winning the
Boxing, D Company/ had won the Harris Shield for
1923.
In conclusion, congratulations to Lc/Cpl. Martin
(D) on winning the top three weights and our sympathies
to Pte. Smith (B) and Bdsm. Brookman (D) who very
pluckily took two weights to try and gain more points
for their companies, and found the task too much for
them.
RESULTS.
1ST SERIES BANTAM WEIGHTS.
Pte. Smith (B) beat L/C. Pilcher (C), the referee stopping the fight
in the middle of the 3rd round. Byes: Pte. Silk (C), Pte. Fuller (D),

Pte. MacLareMC/^Ri^s P^ATHER WEIGHTS.

L/C. Tomlin (D) beat L/C. Hart (C) on points after an extra round.
An excellent fight.
L/C. Whittington (A) beat L/C. Rowley (A).
. . . ,
This was a hard, clean fight from gong to gong and one of the best
seen in the whole competition.
, ,
,
(il .
Bandsman Brookman (D) beat L/C. Shorter (A) in the 1st round
Pte. Smith (B), Cpl. Clark (A), Bdms. Harper (C), Pte. Hart
Byes
(D), Dr. Siffieet (B).
1ST SERIES LIGHT WEIGHTS.
Dr. Bowman (A) beat L/C. Maplesden (B) on points.
Cpl. Relf (D) beat Pte. Reynolds (A) on points after a somewhat wild
but willing display.
, . .
Pte. Lines (B) beat Pte. Galpin (B) by a narrow margin of points
after a very hard and plucky fight. Both should do well if they stick to
Xt

Pte. Wilkins (A) K.O. Bandsman Brookman in the 2nd round. A

good hard fight. SERIES

welte;r

WEIGHTS.

L/C. Martin (D) K.O. Pte. Scally (A) in the 1st round, Pte. Scally
was a novice up against an exchampion of Mesopotamia. He was
floored twice in the first minute with rib benders to the body, but pluckily
rose each time ajid fought as long as he could stand. A very game
loser.
. J
Pte. Welch (D) beat Bandsman Welsh (A) in points.
L/C. Jewell (D) K.O. Pte. Atkins (B) in the 1st round.
Atkins struck his head violently on the canvas when floored.
Bye : Sgt. Howard (B).
2ND SERIES FEATHER WEIGHTS.
L/C. Tomlin (D) K.O. L/C. Whittington (A) in the 3rd round after
a real hard fight.
... . .
Bandsman Brookman (D) was forced to scratch to Pte. Smith (B)
owing to sickness.
Cpl. Clark (A) beat Bandsman Harper (C).
Pte. Hart (D) K.O. Dr. Siffleet (B) in the 1st round.

®

SEMIFINAL BANTAM WEIGHTS.

Pte. Smith (B) beat Pte. Silk (C) in the 3rd round.
Pte. MacLaren (C) K.O. Pte. Fuller (D) in the 1st round.
A hot fight while it lasted.

SEMIFINAL FEATHER WEIGHTS.

Pte Smith (B) beat L/C. Tomlin (D) in points after a good fight.
Pte. Hart (D) K.O. Cpl. Clark (A) in the 1st round.

SEMIFINAL LIGHT WEIGHTS.

Dr. Bowman (A) K.O. Cpl. Relf (D) in the 1st round.
Pte. Wilkins (A) beat Pte. Lines (B) by a narrow margin of points
after a

^SEMIFINAL WELTER WEIGHTS.

L/C. Martin (D) beat Pte. Welch (D) the referee stopping the fight
in the 1st round.
^
,
—
.
,
y x
L/C Jewell (D) K.O. Sgt. Howard (B) m the 2nd round. A good
clean fight. Jewell floored his man in the 2nd session and Sgt. Howard
struck his head on the boards which completed his "sleeping draught.

SEMIFINAL MIDDLE WEIGHTS.

Cpl. Moore (B) K.O. L/C. Marsh (B) in the 2nd round.
L/C. Martin (V) K.O. L/C. Trice (D) in the 1st round.

SEMIFINAL HEAVY WEIGHTS.

L/C. Martin (D) K.O. Pte. Furner (B) in the 2nd round after an
exciting set to.
Sgt Howard (B) was forced to scratch to L/C. Trice (D) owing to

injuries.

FINAL PLY WEIGHTS.

Dr. Atkinson (D) beat Pte. Smith (A).

FINAL BANTAM WEIGHTS.

Pte. MacLaren (C) beat Pte. Smith (B).

FINAL FEATHER WEIGHTS.

Pte. Hart [D) beat Pte. Smith [B).

FINAL LIGHT WEIGHTS.

Dr. Bowman [A) beat Pte. Wilkins [A).

^

FINAL WELTER WEIGHTS.

L/C. Martin [D) K.o. L/C. Jewell [D) in the 1st round.

FINAL MIDDLE WEIGHTS.

L/C. Martin (D) K.O. Cpl. Moore [B) in the lst round.

FINAL HEAVY WEIGHTS.

L/C. Martin (D) K.O. L/C. Trice (D) in the 1st round.

Cricket.
ADEN CRICKET LEAGUE.
6th Match v. E.G.A.
This match was played at Khormaksar on February 10th and 11th,
and resulted in a win for the R.G.A. by 10 wickets.

2ND BATTALION THE BUFFS.

1st Innings.
8
Pte. Butler, c Medill, b Monk
(Jpl.
...
0
Cpl. Dan,
Fan, Db ivictarxny
McCarthy
Lt. Hoare, c Wright, b McCarthy 2
Lt. Cartwright, c Ward, b
McCarthy
27
Pte. King, c Hart, b McCarthy 20
Pte. Scally, c Ward b Wainwright3
L/C. Woods, b McCarthy ...
2
L/C. Rowley, b Wainwright
1
Sgt. Smith, c Wright, b Wain
0
wright
8
L/C Tutt, c and b Wright ...
3
Capt. Rice, not out
7
Extras
Total

2nd Innings,
b Wainwright
b Coombs
b Wainwright

38
0
5

b Wainwright
c Monk, b Wainwright
c and b Wainwright
c and b Coombs
c Hart, b Coombs ...

51
3
0
2
0

c Wright, b Wainwright
not out
b Coombs
Extras

12
7
0
9

Total

81

R.G.A.

2nd Innings.
1st Innings.
Q.M.S. Hart, b Scally
Br. Coombs, c and b Scally
Sgt. Wright, b Tutt
Major Medill, b Scally
Br. Wainwright, b Tutt
Sgt. McCarthy, b Scally
Sgt. Witham, b Smith
Gr. Gaywood, c Scally, b Smith 16
Sgt. Massey, b Smith
...
1
Gr. Monk, not out
13 not out
Br. Ward, not out ...

2 not out
Extras
Extras

21
Total*
*Innings declared closed.

208

Total (no wicket)

Will 2nd Battalion readers kindly see. the
Adverts, in this issue of firms near Portland, and
deal with them as far as possible ?
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B Company 2nd Battalion Boxing Team.
ADEN FOOTBALL LEAGUE.

The above league finished on January 31st, the two
Regimental teams being 3rd and 4th respectively.
The following table shows the final placing of the teams :
X

Team.

s
o

o

s;

§

Goals.

42
1

£
Q

For

Ag'st.

20

3

17

£

13 Pack Battery ...

10

8

1

1

62 Coy. R.G.A.

10

8

2



15

6

16

" B " Team, The Bulls 10

5

4

1

18

11

11
10

...

" A " Team, The Buffs 10

4

4

2

11

18

E.T.C

10

3

7



7

17

6

R.A.S.C. and Depts.

10



10



2

23

—

THE SERGEANTS' MESS.
Keep yourself from the anger of a great man. From
the tumult of a mob, from a man of ill fame, from
a widow that has been thrice married, from a wind
that comes in at a hole, and from a reconciled enemy."

The above proverb appears to be sound advice, but
only the first line affects me just at present as I am
endeavouring to submit these notes to the Editor by
the 14th.
Time is getting short and the cry is " roll on the
10th of March " intermingled with rumours that we do
not move, and still have one more summer to do in this
bright spot, until the optimists do battle with the
pessimists, tempered with the philosophy of those who
say " wait and see."
At present the climate here is inclined to be wet,
I am not surprised, bearing in mind the following
proverb of New Jersey " When a cow tries to scratch
its ear it means a shower is very near ; when it thumps
its ribs with its tail look out for Thunder, Lightning
and Hail. Well, I spotted a cow recently of the hat

{Photographic Plate broken in transit.)

rack variety scratching its ear, but I don't think it will
trust to the thumping business with its tail. Much
too painful for the ribs.
On the 11th of February, the Sergeants held a Six
aside football tournament, and the teams were com
posed of the following members.

1st Round. 1ST GAME, BLUE V. GREEN.
Teams).
BLUE.

(NO. 3 and 4

B. M. Hewitt, Sgt. Corn well, Sgt. Dennis,
Sgt. Deeks, C.S.M. Upson, Sgt. Warner.

GREEN.

C.S.M. Vincer, Sgt. Bigg, Sgt. Drmr. O'Dell,
C.Q.M.S. Tong, Sgt. Mannering, Sgt.
Stewart.
Result GREEN 2 goals, 2 minors.
BLUE 1 goal.
Nos. 1, 2 v. 5 Teams Drew Byes.
2nd Round No. 1 v. 5 Team.
No. 1 TEAM.
R.S.M. Andrews, Sgt. Fawcett, Sgt. Joy,
Sgt. Hook, Sgt. Howard, C.Q.M.S. Sayer.
No. 5 TEAM.
C.Q.M.S. Slender, C.Q.M.S. Ambrose, Sgt
Sid well, Sgt. Ricketts, Sgt. Hamblin,
Sgt. Webb.
Result No. 5 TEAM, 3 goals, 3 minors.
No. 1 TEAM, nil.
No. 2 v. 4 TEAM.
No. 2 TEAM.
C.S.M. Cook, Sgt. Ross, Sgt. Whittingham,
Sgt. Buxton, Sgt. Dowse, Sgt. Barsotti.
No. 4 TEAM.

Final

GREEN.
Result GREEN, 1 goal, 2 minors.
WHITE, nil.
No. 4 v. 5 TEAM.
Result No. 5 TEAM, 1 goal.
No. 4 TEAM, 1 minor.
Continued on next page.)
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2nd Battalion— Continued.
The afternoon's sport was thoroughly enjoyed by all, and I don't
suppose the R.S.M. has ever looked down so much before, as he did
at the " leather " when worried by Ambrose. It was a treat to see all
the Members partaking and the Tournament was full of amusing inci
dents.
Sgt. Dowse played an expert game in goal for No. 2 Team, the
outstanding feature being his fairy like dance on the toes after kicking
the ball. He was ably supported by Sgt. Whittingham whom he
beseechingly implored from time to time to mark a man approaching
with the ball.
Sgt. Barsotti was very keen, only at times, thought he was playing
Rugger, and handled the ball. C.S.M. Vincer collided with Deeks,
land the former nearly completed a somersault, wondering in a brief
fspacc of time what he had run against.
Slender and Tong came to grips a few times, playing quite a fast
game.
Cornwell, had it not been for his big boots would have got away with
the ball quicker. Warner demonstrated a back kick, and no one was
more surprised than he at the success.
Mannering, one could see, knew how to kick a ball, and made some
of the youngsters run for it.

Does anybody know I wonder, the names of the C.S.M. and
C.Q.M.S. who left home to obtain liquid refreshment in a jug, but it
being the night of the Corporals' dance they were delayed. In the early
hours of the morning they discovered the empty jug and realized what
they had actually visited the mess for. They had the jug filled and
arriving home, found all in the land of dreams, consequently the jug was
put in the cupboard—empty. Somebody waited patiently (with a
thirst) for the wanderers' return.
We all know that Upson is not Slender (stay thy hand Editor) but to
see him in goal on Sunday it was difficult to'believe that a ball could
possibly pass him.
Our next Notes I trust will be written on a boat, that's going in the
right direction. One never knows though, as Aden is the centre for a
move to—anywhere, but we live in hopes of seeing Blighty in the near
future.

" D " Company Notes.
We must apologise for the nonappearance of our
notes last month, but we were rather busily occupied
dealing with a very determined attempt to relieve us
of the Harris Shield.

B Bompany 2nd Battalion Sports Team
The game was interrupted on one occasion by a little girl (who was
near the line in company with Upson Junior) bl .wing a whistle. When
told that she must not do it, Upson Junior defended her by saying
"Well the ball went over the line and the Ref did not see it, so she
blew the whistle !" And they call it the weaker sex!
Of course we had a good number of spectators composed chiefly of
the Junior Ranks. They do like to see the " Olduns " at it, and cheered
their favourites repeatedly.
Each member of the winning team receives a silver medal.
Sgt. Cornwell is under orders to proceed to Ferozepore, on being
transferred to the I.O.D. and all members wish him succes at his new
job.
On arrival in the U.K. we lcse Sgt. Fawcett, also Sgts. Coaster and,
Ongley, (now in England) on their being posted to the Depot for a tour
of duty.
Sgts. Freeman and Liston are still at Steamer Point, attached to the
Norfolk Draft, recently out from England."
This Draft, by the way, is composed of a fine lot of lads, and will be a
creditable addition to the Regiment when they join them. It was one
of these lads who informed Sgt. Piston that two "Naval Sergeants"
required him, the said Sergeants being " Buffs " in " whites." Arrange
ments are already in hand for our farewell ball on the 28th February
under the supervision of Sgt. Ricketts, our hard working member who
has run the social side of the mess for the past twelve months.
We hear that two members have " tied the knot," Sgts. Coaster
and Ongley, and all at Aden wish them " One vear of joy, another of
comfort, and all the rest content,"—which when "Potted" means
happy for life.
What about yon, Shoobridge ?
Two more young Buffs have been posted, the happy Fathers being
C.Q.M.S. Sayers and Sgt. Blackman.
The Mess is looking rather bare owing to the anticipated move home
and Sgt. Whittingham (P.R.Is. Clerk) threatens to put the " Bums"
in at at an early date to remove what chairs we have at present.
The " Unrecallables," that is W.O.'s and N.C.O.'s of the I.O.D.
and S. and T., a good few of whom use the mess, are firing their first
Musketry Course after a good many years,
Ar./S/Sgt. Miller (so well known as Dusty) when asked how he was
doing at Musketry replied—" Topping—have just sold the film rights
for Rs 2/8/.

{Photographic plate broken in transit.)

However that is all over now and the Harris Shield
is still ours for 1923, so we have more time for writing.
In the Harris Shield Competition we won the Foot
ball, Hockey, and Boxing. Were second in the Cricket,
and third in the Sports and also won the Tug of War
and Relay Race in the Sports. Not a bad record for one
year ! The winners of the Harris Shield are in future
called " The First Company " andstand at the head of
the Battalion.
It was not until the Boxing was over that we defin
itely won the Harris Shield, and it was thanks to the
splendid coaching given by LanceCorporal Martin,
and the real enthusiasm of the whole team coupled with
the liberal supply of games gear that always seems to
appear from the clouds at the right moment, that we
were able to win five out of the eight weights and be
runnersup in two.
Where does all that Games gear come from
??
We shall all he sorry to say goodbye to Sergt. Corn
well when he leaves us shortly on transfer to the Army
Ordnance Corps. We hear of several old " Donites "
who have joined up again at home and are waiting for
us at Canterbury. We shall be glad to see them.

DON.

You would be doing your Paper a great service
if you could rersuade your friends and relatives
to take it regularly from the Dragon office.
WANTED by the Editor.—Photographs of 1st
Battalion Notabilities for the use of our artist.
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Colonels of the Buffs.

" Roger."
(And his Cane that was Unable).

J\JOW Roger Barsotti has gone nearly dotty,
For the swing of the cane he hasn't quite gottee /
The tip of the blighter, in spite of great care,
Insists on performing a glide in the air.
With many regrets he has parted from us,
(And since our instructor has not said a cuss) ;
Now Roger Barsotti is one on his own,
With a kind C.S.M. whose nett weight is some stone.
Barsottiwho's Roger—his pace is now brisk,
The frown of his tutor he's frightened to risk ;
His coaxing instructor says " This is my part,"
" Now Roger, you dodger, to train you I'll start."
As your left foot goes forward and reaches the groun'
Bring over your left hand and do not look down ;
Your right hand slides up then and meeting your left,
Don't hesitate long, but move smartly and deft.
When your right foot it moves and comes down to the
Don't move your old stick—Listen while I expound,
Till your left foot is forward exactly a pace,
Then down to the trail quick, as that is the place.
Now Roger, the dodger, is well on the go,
And is paced by his tutor who's started to blow ;
Keep down the ferule, now, and lift up the knob,
I know it myself, it's a deuce of a job.
We'll leave them together, then, getting the swing,
Till Roger Barsotti has mastered the thing ;
" This stick drill is splendid " says he " Yes it's fine,
But wielding the baton is more in my line."

Employment Bureau.
R. H. Gomm (late 6278363 Corporal at Depot),
is without a situation, and would be thankful to
hear of a position as club billiard steward, or anything
in the general labour line. He has a wife and three
children to support. His address is 15 Blackfriars
Street, Canterbury.
54 Rathmore Road,
Charlton S.E. 7.
17/3/23.

Dear Sir,
I wonder, if, through the medium of our valuable
periodical you could give the following publicity in your
next issue.
Ex Lc/Cpl. G. H. Bashall, No. 1015 late of The
Regiment, now residing at 30, Church Lane, Charlton
S.E. 7., is a good Groom and Gardener, and is at
present out of employment, and would be glad if any
one could give him some. He served under Colonel
Pearson and Captain W. H. Wyld in the Cape War,
1878 at Kokstad, and from there went to Tugela
River, Fort Pearson, No. 1 Column in 1879. He is
in possession of the Zulu Medal. The General was
Lord Chelmsford. For some considerable time he
had a Jobbing business, but the introduction of the
Motor ended his success. During the late war he
worked in Woolwich Dockyard, but not being con
sidered as an " Ex Service man " he has to be turned
aside.
Yours faithfully,

C. Y. REYNOLDS.

B. &. W. FISKMOORE,
High Class Photographers!
Canterbury.
Tel. 337.

No.

21.

Lieut.General Thomas Hall.

Colonel of The Buffs, 17861809.

I

T must be confessed at
once that the writer has
been able to discover nothing
whatever as to the antecedents
or career of the subject of the
present article, although he
was Colonel of the Buffs for
23 years—far longer than any
of his predecessors. The little
costume plate which is here
reproduced, was dedicated to
him ; but as similar plates
were at the same time dedi
cated to the colonels of many
other regiments, we can draw
no special inference from the
fact. We must content our
To GENERAL HALL,
selves by reflecting that he had
Colonel of the THIRD
the supreme distinction of
REGIMENT of FOOT, and
being Colonel of the Buffs and
to the OTHER OFFICERS
that
during a period when the
of that Regiment. This
representation of their
regiment saw much service
Uniform is respectfully
and underwent many changes.
dedicated,
When General Hall was
by their obedient
appointed colonel, the regi
servants,
London, THE EDITORS.
ment had been in J amaica
July 1799.
since 1782, and there it re
mained until 1790, when it returned to England and was
quartered at Portsmouth. Just before its return,
a party of the Buffs embarked on board the fleet to
serve as Marines against the Spanish with whom we had
become embroiled over a question of fisheries on the
Pacific coast of North America. This party was under
the veteran Brevet Major Richardson, who was for
twentyseven years a captain in the regiment.
From Ports
month to Chich
ester and thence
to Birmingham,
whither theywere
sent to suppress
the riots of 1791,
the Buffs pro
ceeded to Bag
shot Heath in the
summer of 1792
under the orders
of the Duke of
Richmond. Here
they were set to
show their super
iority in the new
drill which was
designed tosecure
a greater degree
of celerity and
uniformity of
mO Vem en t S in
Lieut.'Colonel Biddulph of the 3td Regiment.
the army. Hitherto every regiment had had its own
peculiar method and an inspection parade had to be
rehearsed many weeks beforehand, and any error on the
part of the exercising officer generally produced hopeless
and inextricable confusion. In this connection it is
interesting to quote from the " Narrative of the Services
of the Buffs," by Lieut.General Blunt:— " It used
" to be related among the old officers of the regiment
" with great satisfaction, as a mark of the independence
" and superior tact of Colonel Biddulph (whose portrait
" is given in the centre of this page) that on an occasion
THIRD REGIMENT OF FOOT.

(Continued on next page).
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Capt. H. Massie Blomfield.

Colonels of the Buffs—continued.
"
"
"
"
"

of review he did not present the Governor, with whom
he was not on good terms, with the usual card. The
Aidedecamp was sent to Biddulph for his note of
the movements to be performed, and he replied he
had no prescribed movements—the Buffs were com

" petent to execute any manoeuvres the general might be
" pleased to order." The italics are the writer's—it is

impossible not to admire Colonel Biddulph's attitude,
but it is not easy to see how it could be regarded as an
example of " superior tact."
From Bagshot the regiment marched to Chatham and
the next year to Windsor and later to the Tower of
London. Towards the end of the year, the Buffs, who
had made all arrangements for the West Indies, suffered
great inconvenience from their orders feeing twice
countermanded and they eventually spent the winter
of 179394 beating, or being driven up and down the
English Channel waiting for an opportunity to aid the
royalists of La Vendee. The health of the regiment
was so affected by this experience that, together with
the rest of the expedition, they were disembarked and
sent to Lymington to recover, but were soon despatched
to Jersey to repel an expected attack there. From
here they crossed to Holland and were engaged on the
Waal, at Nimeguen and Sombreuil, returning to England
in April, 1795.
In a very short time the regiment embarked under
Sir Ralph Abercromby for the West Indies ; the officer
commanding the Buffs, Lieut.Colonel Lord Craven,
accompanied the expedition in his own yacht. After
a tempestuous passage the Buffs reached Barbadoes
early in 1796, and before they returned to England on
the conclusion of peace in 1802, had taken part in the
capture of Grenada, St. Vincents, St. Bartholomew,
St. Martin, St. Thomas, St. John, Santa Cruz, Saba and
St. Eustatia.
(To be continued).
F.W.T.

Life at The Depot.

JfHE Bugles they are sounding, the drums are rolling
round,
The Sergeant Major 's out upon the Square,
The junior orderly Corporal, and the Senior orderly Man,
Have got their pay and gone out on the " tear."
The QuartermasterSergeant is calling for his man
The cook has damped the fires and gone on strike,
The girls have closed the coffee shop, there's nothing doing
there,
They have gone out for a canter on their bike.
The canteen door is open, the waiter's standing there,
Waiting "for the Privates to come and call for beer.
The glasses they are ready, the taps are polished up
His hair is turning rusty and he dare not take a sup,
The Pioneer corporal 's calling for his men to come along,
Says he'd sooner be in Aden, or in far away Lebong,
And Tubby he is grousing, then says well what's the good
The fires wont burn at all today, I'll send for " Lhacrie
Wood."
And Waggies down at " C " Block, with apples ripe and
sweet,
Twopence for a little bag and all quite good to eat,
Look out, now they're coming with a swinging kind of swoop,
They are charging on the cookhouse door, with basins for their
soup.
The San't'ry Corporal's on his rounds, a'looking quite
forlorn
He gives a sniff and says " Its getting worse and worse
each morn "
The Band Boys, they are laughing ; they quite enjoy the
fun
For where there's any mischief, they're the ones to take the
bun.
THE DACKNA WALLA.

Foreign Office Appointment.

H

IS many friends will be pleased to learn that Captain
H. Massie Blomfield, who at present resides at
The Limes, Newry Park, Chester, has been appointed
Intelligence Officer of the Department of Overseas
Trade in the Middle East Section, the headquarters
of which is at 35 Old Queen street, S.W.I. This is a
new Department attached to the Foreign Office, which
takes over most of the Consular work. In all, there
were twelve vacancies to be filled, which were offered
to civil servants who had overseas military service during
the War, and Captain Massie Blomfield's application
was one of nearly three thousand. This large number
was narrowed down to a short list of eighty, and, two
or three days ago, Captain Massie Blomfield received
official intimation from the Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries, under which Board he has served for
fourteen years, that he was one of the successful appli
cants. He comes of an old Chester family, being a son
of the late Admiral Sir R. Massje Blomfield, and grand
son of the late Canon Blomfield, of Mollington, Since
he left Oxford, in 1903, he has been closely connected
with the East. After leaving Oxford he was with the
Egyptian Civil Service for five years, from 1904 to 1909.
He has been connected with the Territorials since 1910,
and in 1912 he received his commission in The Buffs.
At present, he is attached to the 5th (E. of C.) Battn.
Cheshire Regiment, but his regiment really is the Queen's
Westminster and Civil Service Rifles. He was mobilised
with his unit on the outbreak of War, being on active
service from August 4th, 1914, to April 2nd, 1919. In
1914 he proceeded with The Buffs to India, and in 1915—
1916, fought in the illfated operations for the relief of
KutelAmara. Afterwards he was appointed a Political
Officer in the Mesopotamia Expeditionary Force, and
served in that capacity, both on the Euphrates and on
the Tigris, under Sir Percy Cox. On the former river,
in 1917, he had the unpleasant experience of being
ambushed by hostile Arabs, when on duty among the
tribes under his jurisdiction, and took part in the
punitive expedition which subsequently was sent against
these Arabs. He completed his war service, after a
further spell of soldiering in India, as Deputy Military
Governor of Nablus, taking part in Lord Allenby's final
conquest of Palestine. At Oxford, he passed an examina
tion in Arabic, and, during his service in Egypt, Meso
potamia, Palestine and India, he devoted much time to
learning the languages of those places. He is conver
sant with French, Hindustani, Egyptian, Arabic,
Mesopotamian Arabic, and Syrian Arabic, which he will
find most useful in his new post. After the War, he was
for a time Private Secretary to Sir Ailwyn Fellowes
(now Lord Ailwyn), chairman of the Agricultural Wages
Board, Afterwards he returned to the Ministry of
Agriculture and Fisheries, and was appointed District
Inspector for North Wales in September last, with his
headquarters at Chester. It was then that he returned
to this district. Although he naturally is pleased at his
new appointment, he regrets having to leave this district,
which is like home to him.

J

Depot Cricket Week.

N response to the demand for early notification
of the date of the above, among those whose
holidays have to be arranged some time ahead, attention
is drawn to the fact that the Depot Cricket Week in
1923 will be from 18th to 26th August.

Something novel for a present.—
A year's " Dragons " sent post free from this
office to any address In the world for 8/.
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B I N G ' S
MINERAL

W ATERS

As supplied to the leading families of the
neighbourhood, the Officers' Messes, and the
principal Hotels and Clubs

E, BING & SON
Chemists, and Mineral Water
Makers
— — CANTERBURY
TWE

CATER

FOR

" SPORTS CLUBS
By supplying the VERY BEST

Sports Requisites
Mr. Secretary—May we quote you for
your Season's Requirements ?

FINN'S STORES O'^TTrb^
E. JARRETT
32 PALACE STREET, CANTERBURY
Greengrocer, Fruiterer,
and Potato Merchant
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Phone :—81, Canterbury.

GEORGE BROWNING
BUILDER &

CONTRACTOR

ST. GEORGE'S

PLACE

OAlsTTTiTR/BTTE/ir

J . GOODGER
Fasti ^aaaR $ SoftfeetiaRer
21

Havelock Street
Canterbury

Wedding, Christening and Birthday Cakes
Patronised by the
Sergeants' and Corporals' Messes of The Buffs

J. HUNT & SONS
rapers, HDen's Ibosievs
"Ibouse
LARGE

STOCKS

RELIABLE

&

jfunusbers
OF
HIGH

CLASS

GOODS

Families waited on daily
ESTABLISHED OVER 40 YEARS.

1—6 Mercery Lane, CANTERBURY

ST. LAWRENCE LAUNDRY 00. LTD.

Portland, Weymouth & District.

OLD DOVER ROAD
CANTERBURY

OFFICERS' WORK A SPECIALITY

AT

POPULAR

PRICES

HOUSE AGENTs—
F. W. FULLER, F.A.I.

INSPECTION INVITED

61 St. Thomas Street

SUITS DRY CLEANED & PRESSED
EXPEDITIOUSLY & WELL
PH O N E —45 CANTERBURY

WEYMOUTH
List of Properties for Sale or to Let,
free on receipt of requirements
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ESTABLISHED 1841

" NJNNES, HYTHE '

,

/

26 HYTHE

GIBBS & SONS
©eneral printers
42 & 43 PALACE STREET
CANTERBURY
BOOK and CATALOGUE WORK.
TYPE

SET

BY

MACHINERY

ESTIMATES GIVEN
Established over 120 Years

B. NINNES
^TefcaCCisf

designer

64, 66, 68 HIGH STREET
HYTHE, KENT
W .

S A M S O N

H. & G. SIMONDS, Ltd.

NEWSAGENT and TOBACCONIST

Brewers, Wine & Spirit Merchants

PERIODICALS DELIVERED.

R E A D I N G
and
THE TAMAR BREWERY, DEVONPORT
Under same control and Management

MACKESON & Co., Ltd., SOUTH BERKS BREWERY Co., Ltd..
Hythe, Kent.
Newbury.
Unrivalled facilities for the Supply of NAVAL, MILITARY
and AIR FORCE CANTEENS and MESSES

Branch Stores and Offices
ALDERSHOT (MilitaryBranch)
Farnborough Street, Farn
borough, Hants.
BRIGHTON — 4 Castle Square,
FARNBOROUGH — (and for
Royal Military and Staff
Colleges, Sandhurst) — Farn
borough Street, Farnborough,
Hants.
HASTINGS—51 Robertson St.
LONDON—32 York Road, Lam
beth, S.E. 1.
LUDGERSHALL — and for
Andover and Salisbury Plain)
Tidworth Road.
OXFORD—30 Queen Street and
1 Cowley Road.
PLYMOUTHThe TamarBrew
ery, Devonport, and 6 The
Octagon, Union Street, Ply
mouth (for Exeter & Western
District.
PORTSMOUTH—(and for Gos
port, Isle of Wight, Southern
District and Channel Islands—
33 Marmion Road, Southsea;
and 69 Hyde Park Road,
Southsea.
[Stores.
SALISBURYFisherton Brewery

SHORNCLIFFE (and for Dover,
Sandgate and South Eastern
District) Mackeson & Co., Ltd.,
The Brewery, Hythe, Kent.
SLOUGH (and for HaltonCamp,
Windsor, Egham, Datchet,
etc.)—High Street, Slough,
SWANSEA—43 Orchard Street.
WOKING—(and for Chertsey,
Weybridge,
Waltonon 
Thames, Cobham, Guildford,
Bisley Camp, etc.) 88 Chert
sey Road.
WOOLWICH—(and for Colch
ester, Chatham, Sheerness,
Shoeburyness and Warley)—
51 Artillery Place, S.E., 18.
DUBLIN—41 Wellington Quay,
MALTA—311 Strada Reale and
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 Right
Marina, Valetta.
GIBRALTAR—Alameda.
BRUSSELS — 2325, Rue des
Ateliers, BruxellesMaritime,
Bruxelles.
EGYPT, SOUDAN, PALES
TINE — Agent: Mr. J. B.
CafEari, Military Contractor,
Cairo.

9 THE BORO\ CANTERBURY.

WILLIAM LEFEVRE, LTD.
Call attention to their departments for

HOUSEHOLD LINEN, DRAPERY,
FURNITURE, FLOOR COVERINGS,
BEDSTEADS and BEDDING
AND

COSTUMES, BLOUSES, MILLINERY
AND

Everything for Ladies' & Children's wear
There is a larger variety at lower
prices to be seen in the shops and
windows of William Lefevre, Ltd. in
Guildhall Street and Sun Street.
All prices are invariably the keenest
in the district and the courtesy and
attention given to customers by our
excellent staff make shopping here a
p l e a s u r e
.
.
.
.

Patterns, Quotations and Estimates are gladly sent
to enquirers. Carriage is paid on all goods and post
orders have very careful attention

WILLIAM LEFEVRE, LTD
Guildhall & Sun St., Canterbury

St

THE

DRAGON

125

Let us consider a few more
definitions :—
Line of Sight. Straight line
from eye to target over sighst.
Morning after the night before,
several targets, several sights.
Use the middle one.
Trajectory. line made by
a bullet if you tied a bit of Chalk
(By a Master Mind on Military Matters of
to it and fired along a blackboard.
Moment).
Drift. Swerving off bullet
MUSKETRY.
from its proper course. More pro
nounced among the younger
OCUMENTS have recently come
soldiers.
to light which prove that Oliver
Jump. The thing a recruit
Cromwell was very particular over the
does owing to the shock of discharge.
Six o'clock aim, and therefore had reveille sounded all the
Elevation. Obtained by raising barrel. Many old
year round at 5.30. This tends to prove that musketry
soldiers however, become quite elevated if they can
has from the earliest times been regarded as a matter of
raise a quart.
_
first importance, just as it is today.
Line of fire. A line joining the muzzle of rifle and
The modern soldier cannot know too much about his
target.
Need
not
be
done
on
active
service.
rifle. Such a trifling thing, for instance, as knowing
Dangerous space. Anywhere within a 1,000 yards of
out of which end the bullet comes may easily mean his
a recruit on firing his first shot, except possibly, immedi
life or death.
ately to his front.
.
A knowledge of the weight of the pull through may,
The manipulation of the trigger is what might be
on occasion, enable a soldier to pull through in an
termed a matter of pressing importance, and must be
emergen C3^. A thorough knowledge of Musketry saved
carried out in such a manner as not to disturb the
the Brtish Army in 1914. The men would doubtless
aim, as once roused, it is a very difficult matter to get
have died of starvation had they been unable to hit
it to go to sleep again in any other place than the bed
the pigs which enabled them to save their bacon when
of the backsight.
ration wagons were blown up.
To learn the exact pressure required, place your
Musketry is unfortunately of necessity somewhat
hand upon that of your instructor who is gripping the
dry, but to counteract this a good plan is to carry out all
small and press. It should be remembered that little
preliminary exercises as well as the actual firing in the
can be learnt on this subject if you insist upon the
range, in a nice fine drizzle.
fulfilment of a natural preference for a female colleague,
Preliminary exercises must be carried out in all
who will prefer the small of your back to that of your
cases before actual firing commences, in order to get
rifle.
,
.n
the participants in the right frame of mind for getting
You are now ready for the range. Take your rifle
their own back out of the targets.
out
of
the
rack,
remove
all
the
rust
and
cobwebs,
and
You commence with the names of the parts of the
bore a hole through it from breech to muzzle until you
rifle, as it is obviously useless hoping to hit the mark
can see daylight through it. Carefully heelball all
if you are unacquainted with the exact position of the
the wooden parts and polish the marking disc, and
nipple holes for the plunger of the cam grooved separat
hope for the best.
ing studs or the screwed boss of the cam shaped face of
Your target will be pointed out to you. Get down
the hole pin spring extractor.
and fire at it, and watch for a flag. Do not mistake
Having become fed up with trying to master this
this for a mark of jubiliation from the butts at your
junk, you turn your attention to loading. The usual
" .signal " success, but keep calm and cool until all your
position for this process is lying, or if you are " prone "
rounds have gone.
.
to the use of obscure words, you may use that one.
You then go back and have a few with your pet
This position however may be changed to kneeling in
enemy after he has explained the meaning of the display
war time if the ground is too wet to lie upon. When
of bunting to which vou have been treated.
your " load " is becoming too irksome to bear, turn your
Thus you are able" to prove that, even though you are
attention to the Reload. This is merely, in homely
not a success at getting bullseyes, you are not a failure
words, (you always use homely words at musketry),
at getting black ones.
the undoing and doingup of the bolt quickly. The
=======*=====
REVII.O.
exercise is kept going until the instructor becomes tired
The principles of war.
of blowing the whistle, but take great care to keep your
F.S.R. Vol. II., Chapter 1, Para. 2. (1).
fingers out of the mechanism, as clumsiness of this kind
]JHE principles governing the actions of war
will render your weapon inaccurate.
Are neither abstruce nor are subject to law
Then come the Muscle Exercises. This is where the
The first, the OBJECTIVE which must be MAIN
instructor gets his own back. There are several stages,
TAINED,
. J
7
each one worse than the last, finishing with aiming at
By OFFENSIVE ACTION is the victory then gained.
your instructor for twenty minutes with your bayonet
SURPRISE is the third, in attack or defence
fixed. You are not however, expected to bayonet
And to outwit the foe will be due recompense
him as a grand finale.
For bringing together at the right place and hour
Then there are many theoretical definitions to be
Or CONCENTRATION of superior power.
learnt before one can be trusted with a loaded rifle.
The fifth is she strength which you ECONOMIZE
One point that must not be lost sight of is the Culminat
While compelling the foe to use more than is wise.
ing Point, and this in spite of the fact that one never sees
The sixth is the subject of SECURITY,
it. It is where the bullet gets tired of going up and
The force well protected retains liberty.
commences to come down. Enquiring minds might
want to know why it can't continue upward, but they
For rapid manoeuvre you cannot but see
should remember that Gravity has something to do
Is contained in the seventh
MOBILI J Y.
The eighth which will finish this poetic creation
with this, and besides, such a thing could not be allowed,
as it would Mess up musketry absolutely. We must
Is for all parts to work in COOPERATION.
G. R. II.
therefore, have a Culminating point.

TKra°P<6fSiL
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MEMORIAL R.M.C. SANDHURST.

Staff College,
Camberley.

Sir,

BUFFS HATBANDS AND TIES.

Dear Sir,
Herewith my subscription to The Dragon for the
year. May I make a suggestion through your excellent
paper, that the " powers that be" bring out some
colours for ties and hatbands which all Old Buffs would
he entitled to use. Surely some sort of variation of
the present colours could be devised so as not to clash
with present members of the Regiment.

A STUART ELMSLIE, Major.

OLD WELLINGTONIANS.

Andigama,
Giriulla,

Ceylon.

Sir,

I enclose 15/ for my 1923 subscription to The Dragon.
By the way I see my name is omitted in The Dragon
from the list of Old Wellingtonians, who served in the
Buffs during the War.
Hoping you'll soon get your 5,000 circulation—and
then some !
Yours faithfully,

G. L. IYUSHINGTON.

NEWS OF RELATIVES.

10, New Broad Street,
London, E.C. 2.,

28th February, 1923.

Dear Sir,
I am anxious to trace some of my relatives who were
the offspring of one (my Great Grandfather) John
Nelson, who was in the 3rd Buffs and stationed at
Canterbury, and was in the Peninsular War, and, who
according to a Medal which I have in my possession,
went into action at " Nive," " Nivelle " and " Py
renees " 1793—1814.
If it is possible for you to trace him from any old
Records which you may have in your possession I
should be glad if you would kindly do so. Any par
ticulars you could give me might help me in my search
elsewhere. I should like, also, to ascertain, if possible,
if my Great Grandfather's wife was a Frenchwoman
named Le Mar.
I am, etc.,

J. NELSONGOODMAN.
(Perhaps there is a reader who can give the writer
some information. Ed.)
Sir,

" THE BUFFS EXAMPLE."

I notice that the writer of the article on this subject
on page 81 of your last issue asks for the name of the
transport which was torpedoed with a draft of Buffs
on board.
May I ask the hospitality of your columns to inform
him that he will find the missing name on page 65 of
the Historical Records of the Buffs, 19141919, and that
1 shall be glad to supply him with a copy of this work
on receipt of a postal order for 7/6, made payable to
the Buffs' History Account.
I am, etc.,
F. W. TOMLINSON, Major,
2 Cavendish Square,
Hon. Sec.
London, W. 1.

There seems to be some doubt in the minds of many
people, as to the form, the R.M.C. Sandhurst War
Memorial is taking.
The memorial itself is to be a Chapel, the interior
of which is to be decorated in various ways, with memorial
tablets of a most beautiful design, stained glass windows,
etc. There are therefore two distinct funds.
(a) The building fund for the actual erection of
the Chapel.
(b) Individual or regimental funds for providing
in the case of a regiment a marble panel with the names
of all officers, who were Sandhurst cadets, and who
lost their lives in the Great War.
On visiting the R.M.C. and enquiring from the
Chaplain, where The Buffs' regimental tablet was to
be put up, I was informed that the sum (£100) required
for such a tablet had not been guaranteed or received.
I saw the tablets of practically every Regiment in
the British Army, and felt bitterly disappointed that
in this home of half the officers of the Regular Army,
our Regiment had no remembrance of the 47 officers
who had been cadets, and who had laid down their lives.
I enquired further of the Chaplain and he informed
me that £38 had already been subscribed by the officers
of 1st and 2nd Battalions and Depot and that only
£62 further or the guarantee for such a sum was required,
the actual money would not be wanted at present.
I remembered then the original application for
subscriptions, which I consider was badly worded, as it
appeared that one was asked to help build or add to
a Government Chapel. I can assure you that this is
far from being the case, £38 is already there towards
our panel and £62 only is required.
Yours etc.,
A. B. THOMSON, Captain.

(Captain Thomson further suggests that as officers
are at all times being requested for subscriptions as < they
have already helped towards the memorial, the remaining
£62, might be paid by the Trust funds left by the disbanded
battalions. He also points out that if the guarantee could
be given, the memorial could be taken in hand at once.
Ed.).
CRICKET WEEK.

Dear Sir,
I notice a paragraph in the February Dragon saying
that the Depot Cricket week for 1923 is from 18th to
26th August.
To ensure success, and to encourage those who have
recently left the service to attend, may I suggest a
cricket match "Past" versus Home Serving regular
Battalion, viz., the 2nd Battalion.
It is now some 18 years since Canterbury saw this
team take the field, and I am sure that a match as
suggested, well advertised, would result in a good draw,
and previous attendances would be surpassed at this
festival.
I am certain that old Buffs will agree with me that
a change in the teams after two or three years is sound.
My letter is just a suggestion to foster the link of
comradeship between the many good men who have
recently served in both the 1st and 2nd Battalions.
I am, etc.,
A. W. ANDREWS, R.S.M.

OLD TONBRIDGIANS.

Dear Sir,
The following were omitted from the list of Old
Tonbridgians given by O.T. in your March issue :—
Major E. B. Burns.
Captain R. S. Igglesden.
Lieuts. A. K. Holmes and C. A. WTood.
Yours faithfully,

J. BODY.
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REGIMENTAL HISTORY.

Dear Sir,
Many exmembers of " The Buffs" now residing
in Hastings or St. Leonard's would like to read the
History of the Buffs 19141918. I shall be delighted
to loan my copy. I have already lent it to three men,
of the 8th and two of the 1st now in this district, and who
otherwise would not have seen it.
Yours truly,
J. NEWTON Moss.

Regimental Notabilities.

[Whilst acknowledging this kind offer to our Hastings
and St. Leonard's readers, may we ask Mr. Newton Moss
to inform them that copies of the History may be obtained
from Major F. W. Tomlinson, 2 Cavendish Square,
London, W. Ed.]
" STEADY THE BUEFS."

Sirs,
Seeing a bit in The Dragon for March, in preference
to the command " Steady the Buffs," I hope you will
allow me to make a few remarks on this subject. From
1858 to 1860, the 2nd Battalion The Buffs and the
1st Battalion R.N.B. Fusiliers were stationed in Florian
Barracks, Malta. Col. Maud commanded The Buffs,
at that time. There was no Adjutant sent from the
R.N.B. Fusiliers, but a coloursergeant sent as Sergeant
Major (old Dick Ellis) who lived in Ivy Lane here for
mally years. He was afterwards sent to the Depot in
Limerick. In 1860 the Fusiliers went to Barbados and
some time afterwards The Buffs went to Gibraltar.
In July 1864, the 2nd Buffs went to Barbados to relieve
The Fusiliers to come home, there was an exchange of
about 30 men from one Regiment to the other. In
1866 both Regiments were stationed together again in
Richmond Barracks, Dublin. The Buffs were then
commanded by Colonel Gore, I believe, and the Ad
jutant was Lieutenant Cottle, a man from the ranks.
According to the old soldier's tales, it was Colonel Maud
who made the remark, " Steady the Buffs, the Fusiliers
are looking at you," on one commanding officers' parade
day, and always afterwards if anything was going on.
The men used to call out " Steady the Buffs, there."
I well recollect the Buffs coming to Canterbury in 1857,
and I had a brother who went to Malta, with the Buffs
from Shorncliffe. Sir, if you thipk this is fit for your
good old Dragon, you are welcome to use it and I beg
to remain a well wisher to The Dragon.

JACK TWYMAN,
(Late 1st Battn. R.S. Fusiliers from 1861 till 1882).
WAR HISTORY.

Dear Sir,
The following which appeared recently in a Birming
ham paper may be of interest. I cannot give the actual
paragraph but it ran something like this :—
" What was the best value for money of the
publications of 1922 ? I am of the opinion that it was
" The Historical Records of the Buffs " published by
the Medici Society "
Then followed a short description of the edition. As
Birmingham is far removed from Kent and as very few
Buffs reside here, this tribute can be taken as genuine,
it being unlikely that such a paragraph would be inserted
for advertisement, for the results would be likely to be
barren.
Yours, etc.,
W. G. HAMMERTON.

Picture Framing and Art Depot.
B. &W. FISKMOORE,
Canterbury.
Tel. 337.

MAJOR F. W. TOMLINSON.
Bom 25th October, 1877.
Joined the Buffs from Oxford, 24th January, 1900 ; Lieut., 1900 ;
Captain, 1904 ; Major, 1915.
South African War : Queen's Medals (3 clasps) ; King's Medals
(2 clasps). European War: 1915 Star ; General Service and Victory
Medals.
Played football for the 2nd Battalion or the Depot from 1900 to 1914.
Honorary Secretary, the Buffs' History.
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St. George's Day.
April 23rd, 1915.
The Geddes Detachment.

THE SAVIOURS OF YPRES.
To fill the gap, to bear the brunt
With bayonet and with spade,
Four hundred to a fourmile front
Unbacked and undismayed—
What men are these, of what great race,
From what old shire or town,
That run with such goodwill to face
Death on a Flemish down ?
Let be ! they bind a broken line ;
As men die, so die they.
Land of the free! their life was thine,
It is St. George's Day.

S

T. George's Eve, 1915, was a brilliantly fine, calm
day in the Ypres salient, with a light, steady
breeze blowing from the northeast. It was this weather
and this wind for which the Germans had been waiting,
as conditions necessary to the success of a new method
of war upon which they relied for the destruction of the
salient and the reversal of their defeat
in the First Battle of Ypres. At 5 o'clock
that evening a furious artillery bom
bardment began, along the Bixschoote
Langemarck front, and the greenish
cloud of the first
poison gas attack
rolled over the French lines at the point
where they were joined by the Canadian
left.
The success of the new weapon
was immediate and complete. Some
thousands of half suffocated prisoners
were taken, with eight batteries of
French seventyfives and four British
naval gnns : a gap nearly five miles
broad was cut in the Allied position
and the city of Ypres lay not only
within sight, but within three miles easy
march of the attacking force. The fate
of the British Army and the channel
ports never hung more desperately in
the balance than on that day and the
next.
One night was all that was left to
General SmithDorrien for designing
a countermove to save his command
and the campaign. His allies—the
French colonial troops—had vanished
completely off the landscape. On his
left, the 8th and 5th Canadians were
fighting brilliantly, but their flank was in
the air, and beyond them as far as the canal by Boesinghe
lay the open gap with two roads through it, and not even
the remnants of a line to hold it. From the French
trenches, on the Pilkem ridge, now in German hands, the
ruined towers of Ypres lay near and clear, almost as it
seemed within a long rifle shot.
To meet the danger there was for a British army
but one plan possible : resistance to the last. But
here the resistance must take the almost fantastic form
of an attack. The audacity of attacking at a time when
even a defence might seem a desperate business is well
described by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle as " a classical
example of military bluff." Eight scattered battalions
of different divisions were all the reserve SmithDorrien
had. By midnight they had been placed under the
command of Colonel Geddes of the Buffs and were

Yet say whose ardour bids them stand
At bay by yonder bank,
Where a boy's voice and a boy's hand
Close up the quivering rank.
Who under those allshattering skies
Plays out his captain's part
With the last darkness in his eyzs
And Domum in his heart ?
Let be !let be! in yonder line
All names are burned away.
Land of his love !the fame be thine,
It is St. George's Day.
HENRY NEWBOLT.
moving one by one to the front through the town now
ruined and burning. From daylight till midday
they were making their way northwards through woods
and farms towards the north, foodless, almost waterless,
and often under shell fire. They marched separately
and sighted each other, if at all, by accident, for in this
new and desperate crisis, staff work was
; almost impossible. They had been
x
marching, dodging, digging and starving
for fifteen hours, when one by one,
without touch and without explanation,
they received the order to attack.
To the men, and perhaps to the
junior officers, the plan of operations
was a mystery. Probably their com
manders knew better what was meant.
Each of them acted as if he had received
an order in some such words as these :—
" The regiment with others will be
used as they can be got to the front, to
bluff the enemy. The leading half
battalions will be thrown in twos and
threes, or even singly, into the gap ;
they will keep up the appearance of an
offensive, while the other half of each
battalion digs in on a new line. The
attacking companies have only to get
as far forward as they can and die
there ; they will be successful if they
do not die before dark. The enemy
must not move on Ypres."
They were not staked in vain, these
eight battalions with the plain name of
Geddes's Detachment. They were
the 2nd Buffs, half of the 3rd Middlesex,
half of the 2nd Shropshires, the first
York and Lancaster, the 5th Royal
Lancaster, the 4th Rifle Brigade, the 9th Royal Scots
and the 2nd Cornwalls. This ".poor and starved band "
should be remembered, like the men of iYgincourt,
" from this day to the ending of the world."
No one has ever put together a complete account
of their extraordinary attack. " No finer proof of
soldierly virtue could be given " says Sir Conan Doyle
" than the behaviour of these isolated British regiments
which were now pushed up out of their rest camps,
many of them wearied from recent fighting and none
of them heartened by the presence of the comrades and
superior officers who had formed their old brigades
these battalions, regardless of fire and gas, marched
straight across country at the Germans, got right up
to their line and though unable to break it held them
fast in their positions
deliberately sacrificing them
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selves for the sake of the army."
As long as daylight lasted, without guns and without
supports, the attacking line of some 2,000 men covered
a gap 8,000 yards wide and pinned down the advance
of a whole victorious army. Behind them the remaining
2,000 dug the new line which held fast from that day
to the end of the war. Of the halfbattalions staked in
this gigantic bluff scarcely a battered remnant was
left. One company of the Buffs was entirely destroyed.
The men of the 1st York and Lancaster lay all day in
their firing line on the slope below Turco farm—im
movable, for every one of them was dead or wounded.
The Cornwalls on the same slope lost all their officers
but one and all their men but ninetyfive.
But they had perfectly carried out their incredible
orders : perhaps no danger so great was ever countered
by so small or so forlorn a force. Only those who know
the salient and saw it in war time can fully imagine the
fighting of that afternoon : the rest of us must picture
it from fragmentary sketches. In one officer's account
we can see the two companies of his regiment topping
the ridge, and hear the whole valley which they are to
cross burst out into a roar of rifle and machine gun fire.
Down the slope they go with the subalterns running
each in front of his platoon ; across the stream at the
bottom and up again towards the enemy, leaving both
hillsides dotted with their dead, the ploughland spitting
earth all round them, and the rattle of machine guns
drowning the word of command ; they seize the German
outpost farm and hold it under shrapnel fire till dusk.
Backwards and forwards across these deadly slopes
move the regimental commanding officers, till at last
they withdraw the wreckage of their firing line to where
the new trenches are being dug a thousand yards below.
But it is not for even those who did the fighting
to estimate their own achievement. For that we have

the account of a gunner officer who witnessed the attack.
" I want to tell you that the ' pushing up ' of those
British brigades was one of the most glorious episodes
of the war. They went up in broad daylight, in skir
mishing order, in face of the most awful shell fire.
It
seemed impossible that any of them would reach the
trenches. Their exploit will bear comparison with
Balaclava
I am thankful for the privilege of having
been a witness of their heroism, and offer them my
undying admiration."
The battle lasted on for four weeks afterwards;
but it was lost and won on St. George's Day, when
the German advance died down before this unique
and impossible counterattack. That is the reward
of Colonel Geddes and is men. They have seemed
to some to be unfortunate, because they were sent to
certain defeat, and their sacrifice gained them neither
glory nor honour. But to those who feel most deeply
the reality of life, the supreme acts of war are no longer
confused with the thought of fame. For them the most
heroic moment is that in which the Cause is all, and the
individual nothing even to himself ; and so we may think
of these men. No doubt they suffered : they looked in
vain for support, they endured without joy, they fell
in the belief that they had failed ; and their names are
not even remembered. But they were and are fortunate
because they did their work, and doubly fortunate
because through them, their country was victorious.
They gave themselves ; and what they gave they
have!

HENRY NEWBOET.

WANTED—The names and addresses of all old
Buffs to enable us to send them a Dragon.

MAPPIN'S
'Campaign' & 'Aviator' Watches
JfHESE celebrated Wrist Watches, in stout silver cases,
are fi tted with fully jewelled movements, compensated
balances, and luminous dials, and are thoroughly recom
mended for reliability under every condition of active
service.
—
Write forfully illustrated Catalogue.

The "Campaign" Wrist Watch on
Pigskin Strap.—Silver £3 : 15 : 0.

The "Aviator" Wrist Wateh, with special
"serewin" dust proof movement.—
Silver £3 : 15 : 0

LTD.

LONDON: 158—162 Oxford St. W.l.; 2 Queen Victoria St. E.C.4; 172 Regent Street, W.l.
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Dancing "Girls."

A Gurkha Festival.

W

(By Lt. A. F. St. A. Turner, The Buffs).

E were encamped at a place called Mirjana on the
banks of the Digalah River in Mesopotamia,
during September or October of 1918. About two
hundred yards distant, on a neighbouring hill—there
are hills in Mesopotamia—lay the camp of the 2/9th
Gurkha Rifles, and it was in their camp that we were
going to see the performance of part of the great Gurkha
Festival, known as—I believe—The Dowshera. We
were a School, about twenty officers on a platoon
Commander's Course, and so about 10.0 a.m. we were
excused the remainder of our morning's " lessons " to

The Altar during the killing, with the heads in a pile.
visit the Gurkha Camp. On our arrival we were greeted
by the native officers, and given seats in a tent with the
other British Officers of the Regiment. In front was
roped off a large square, at one end of which had been
erected a kind of altar with the arms and Lewis Guns of
the Battalion stacked around it.
After waiting a short time, during which we had
been given very strong whiskies by the native officers,
a group of dancing " girls " and men came in and danced.
The " girls " were really riflemen dressed up, but they
made excellent impersonations. This dancing con
tinued for some time, and began to get somewhat

monotonous. But all things have an end,
and then the fun began. A crowd of goats
were driven into the Arena, and various
people picked out their choice, and cut
off the animal's head with their " kukris."
The inevitable clown was present, and any
person who failed to cut off their victim's
head with one blow, were chased by the
clown, and when caught smeared with blood
by him with one of the goat's heads ! After
some half dozen goats had been dispatched,
the ring was cleared preparatory to the
event of the day, the killing of the bullock.
On the opposite side of the square to where we sat
was a white post. To this the young bullock was tied
by a rope attached to his horns, and facing the post.
Ropes were tied to his hind legs, and these were
held by two Gurkhas. Various religious actions took
place, consisting of sprinkling the bullock, the post and
the ground all round with water, and singing the bullock's
neck with fire. All this took some time, but when all
was completed, the bullock was made to kneel down on
its forelegs, and the ropes held by the Gurkhas were
pulled and the poor brute's neck was stretched nice and
taut!
All this time, the executioner was standing by,
lovingly fingering his great " kukri," and wondering
whether he would be successful. For on him depended
the good fortune of the Battalion for a year. To be
successful he had to cut off the bullock's head with one
blow of his " kukri." If he did, good fortune would
attend the Battalion for a year, and he would be a
hero—if unsuccessful—I don't know
.
All was ready. The bullock was kneeling, (and doing
his best to kick), the " executioner " had got his " kukri"
held high above his head, and then—flash—quick as
lightning, down came the knife, and off came the head,
felled with one blow of that mighty knife wielded by
a pair of mighty arms. At first silence, and then
pandemonium let loose, everybody yelling and shrieking
with delight, " Shabash," " Shabash," came from the
assembled men, officers, N.C.O.'s and men, mad, wild
with delight. Good luck for the Battalion for a year
was now assured. " Shabash."
Then quiet reigned again ; the carcase was taken
away, and a herd of goats was driven into the Arena,
and then .started indescriminate slaughter. Men ran
hither and thither amongst the terrified animals, slashing
at them right and left, but never missing their victim's
heads, or rather necks. Native Officers, usually very
sedate and on their dignity, were running madly round,
slashing and hewing, and thoroughly enjoying themselves
and the best and cleverest of all was the Subadar Major,
the senior Gurkha Officer of the Battalion. As the
heads fell, they were picked up, and piled on the altar
by the rifles.
As far as we were concerned, this finished things for
us, and after a few more strong whiskies from the
Gurkha Officers, we said goodbye, and returned to our
own camp, leaving the others to their enjoyment, and
when night came, to their feasting on the animals they
had killed.

Note.—Our Enquiry Bureau is open to all our readers
free gratis and for nothing. Queries of all kinds are
heartily invited. Ed.

Films Developed and Printed.
B. & W. FISKMOORE,
Canterbury.
Kodaks.
Tel. 337.
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Mutt and Jeff join the Dancing Class.

Men of Kent : Kentish Men.

The 50th ANNUAL DINNER
OF THE

DRAGON CLUB
WIPE TAKE PEACE IN

BALMORAL ROOM,

TROCADERO

RESTAURANT,
ON

Wednesday, 20th June, 1923,
At 7.45 p.m.
—

MINIATURES.

—

R.S.V.P. to O.C. Depot, The Buffs, not later
than June 13th.

rTIHE question, " What is the distinction between
_1 Men of Kent and Kentish Men ?" is frequently
asked. Briefly, it may be answered in this way :—
Ancient writers, referring to the people of Kent, used the
two expressions indifferently, just as anyone, now
adays, may speak of the Surrey man or man of Surrey.
So it is not much use to rely on the occurrence of the
two titles in old literature. The river Medway divides
the county into what is known as East Kent and WTest
Kent, and, in comparatively modern times, those persons
born east of the Medway have come to be regarded as
Men of Kent and those born west of the Medway as
Kentish Men. That is all that can be said definitely
on the subject.

Recruiting.
rpHE total strength of the Army, exclusive of per
I
manent staff, on 1st March was 135,881, a net
increase during February of 1,429, in spite of the retire
ment of more than 2,000 shortservice men. The latest
official returns of recruiting for the Territorial Army
show that in February 3,782 men were finally approved
for service, and that the total number of enlistments
since 1st October last have been 11,503.

For Good Value.
Place your custom with the firms whose
names you find in the pages of The Dragon,
and kindly mention The Dragon.
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Major Guy Lee's Marriage.
Enthusiasm at The Depot.
WED DING of much interest to many friends in
East Kent and to those who have served and are
at present serving in The Buffs was celebrated at St.
Paul's Church, Reigate, on March 10th, betwTeen Major
Guy Lee, D.S.O., M.C., Officer Commanding The Depot,
and son of the late Mr. Harvey W. Lee and Mrs. Lee, of
3, Ovington Gardens, S.W., and late of Monks Horton
Park, Hythe, and Mrs. Maude Harris Hanley, only
daughter of the late Mr. L. L. Harris and Mrs. Harris,
of Providence, Rhode Island, U.S.A. The officiating
clergyman was the Rev. ConleyEades. The bride,
who was given away by her son, Master J ames Hanley,
was attended as bridesmaid by Miss Ella Lee (daughter
of the bridegroom). Mr. Charles Lee carried out the
duties of " best man."
A wedding breakfast was afterwards given at the
Hotel Victoria by the bride's mother (Mrs. Harris),

A

car passed along the road, the troops at the side fell
out and became a surging crowd behind. Those who
could reach the car helped to push it; those that could
not, pushed those in front of them.
By the Depot gates were waiting a knot of officers
and their wives. As the band turned through the gates
the stirring strains of the regimental march crashed
forth. Immediately inside the gates were drawn up the
wives and children of the Depot, fluttering handker
chiefs and cheering as heartily as the soldiers themselves.
Held aloft was a large banner of welcome, bearing the
words : " Health, happiness and good luck." Here
the car was halted for a few minutes for a very pretty
incident. Little fouryearold Patricia Dillon, daughter
of L/Cpl. Dillon, bearing a beautiful bouquet of carna
tions nearly as big as herself, was carried to the car
door and handed the floral tribute to Mrs. Lee, who
warmly kissed the little one. It was obvious to all,
that both Major and Mrs. Lee were highly delighted
with their wonderful reception.

The Bride and Bridegroom's Car being escorted to Barracks.
at which were present a few near relatives and officers
from the Buffs' Depot, whilst Mrs. Harvey Lee held a
reception in the afternoon at 3, Ovington Gardens,
S.W. Major and Mrs. Guy Lee were the recipients of
numerous handsome presents.

THE DEPOT'S WELCOME.

There were wildly enthusiastic scenes when Major
Guy Lee brought his bride to the Depot at Canterbury
on the morning of the 13th
March.
Nothing like the
tremendous ovation which
was accorded them has ever
been seen at the Barracks.
About 200 yards before
reaching the barrack gate
the progress of the car in
which they were driving
was barred by a rope
across the road.
When
the car stopped ropes were attached to the
vehicle and manned by recruits, who drew the car up
the road, lined by 300 of the cheering troops. The
Depot band, under Sgt.Drummer Clayton, headed
the procession, playing with a right royal will " The
Stars and Stripes "—a graceful compliment to the bride.
They had to use full lung power to make themselves
heard above the deafening roar of cheering. As the

(Photo

by Sinclair, Canterbury).

The car, with some difficulty, was next drawn through
the still cheering crowd of men down to Major Lee's
quarters, where" cheers gave way to the stentorian
shouting in unison of the " warcry " " BUFES—
Buffs !" As Mrs. Lee left the car and stood in the
doorway, Major Guy Lee climbed to the roof of the car
and addressed the " boys." He said he was absolutely
overwhelmed by the reception which had been given
them. On behalf of his wife
and himself, he wanted to
thank them for what had
come so spontaneously from
their hearts. It was the
most wonderful day of his
life. The band then struck
up " For he's a jolly good
fellow," in which the men
manfully endeavoured to
join, despite the fact that
they were so hoarse with cheering that their efforts
were hardly musical!
Subsequently the officers had their turn in the Mess,
when the healths of Major and Mrs. Lee were enthusias
ticallv honoured.
WANTED—The names and addresses of all old
Buffs to enable us to send them a Dragon.
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Catalogue
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Beneath Bell Harry.

insisted on wearing a white hat. It was said of him the
of
other day by a brother officer that it was indeed hard
last month are
lines for him to be leaving England just when the spring
dwarfed by the C.O.'s
fashions were coming out. For the most tedious part
wedding which
took
of the day was the sitting for the photographic group
place on March 10th.
afterwards and the sitters look like it !
No doubt a full account
Another interesting event this month was a visit
of it is being written
from General Tynden Bell and Colonel Kennedy. We
and will appear with
were most glad to make the acquaintance of the latter
illustrations on other
and quite a number of officers turned up to lunch from
pages of this issue, but
all parts of Kent including Majors Norman, Howard
the Bell Harry notes
Smith, Jackson and Beevor. Colonel Kennedy has
would be sadly incom
now received his orders officially to take oyer the 2nd
plete without a mention
Battalion on their arrival home and we wish him the
of the event. The cere
best of good luck. Colonel Kennedy is in the A. and
mony itself was very
S.H. He was employed with the Egyptian Army
quiet and was attended
on the outbreak of war, commanded the 26th Infantry
only by a few relations,
Brigade in France, from December 1916 to July 1918,
but a large party as
when he returned to England to command a Reserve
sembled for luncheon
Infantry Brigade. He has been employed as an In
at the Victoria Hotel,
structor at the Senior Officers School at Woking since
Northumberland
Ave.
1919.
to wish them good luck. An even larger number of
The hunting has been worse than ever, the
guests met at Ovington Gardens, the residence of Major
country
as been so wet that the MidKent Stag
Tee's mother, later in the afternoon, when good wishes
hounds have not been out for several weeks, and
were delivered personally and by telegram. Major and
the Ashford Valley hounds have been prevented from
Mrs. Tee arrived at Canterbury to take up residence on
meeting in the Vale. The East Kent hounds have not
the 13th and the Depot turned out in force to receive
had good sport,
them. Not even
many days being
the rain could
totally
blank.
damp the ardour
There seems to
of the expectant
be a dearth of
throng, which
foxes for some
lined theentrance
to barracks and
inside the gate.
We saw Capt.
The Band march
Baird for the in
ed in front of the
side of a day
taxi, there were
early last month,
no horses to take
and are glad to
out, but it was
learn that his wife
hauled along with
is better.
We
ropes. A bouquet
fear that she will
was presented by
have to remain
the married fam
in the South of
ilies and was
France for several
handed to the
weeks yet, and so
bride by
the
their return to
daughter of Tnce
Kent is inde
Cpl. Dillon. The
finitely postpon
troops
cheered
ed. Capt. Hay
themselves hoarse
men has brought
and would not be
an addition to
content until they
the Depot garage
had got
their
and what hybrid
speech from the
it is. It is fright
C. O.
delivered
ening even when
from the roof of
stationary, and
the taxi.
So
we hear theowner
ended the spon
has not had the
taneous demon
courage yet to
stration of the
put in top gear.
feeling of good
OFFICERS WHO ATTENDED" 'RRIK.TEVK AT ST. JAMES' PALACE, 13TH MARCH.
It has done 80
will from
all
LT. P. R. H. Fox, M.C. Lt.R.w.M. w<^
ipt. A. J. Peareth. Lt. A. F. St. A. Turner,
miles an hour on
H. de R. Morgan, D.S.O.
ranks at
the
Capt. E. F. D. StretteJ*
the racing track
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February 21st v. St. Edmund's School.
On the School ground. The result was a draw,
4 all. The ground was exceedingly sticky and difficult
to play on.
March 14th v. Hibernians.
On the Depot ground. Depot lost 5—1. An
exceedingly fast team with very good opponents who
knew the game thoroughly and had played together
continually in addition to having two Internationals
in their side.
The only other match was against the Cavalry
Depot which our team won by four, nil.
Several other good matches have been scratched
owing to rain—but these we hope, have only been
postponed to later dates.

CINQUE PORTS U.S. TEAGUE.
Buffs Depot v. R.G.A. Dover.

Played at the Buffs Depot on February 28th, amidst much rain and
mud, this match resulted in an easy win for the homesters by 61. The
Buffs, losing the toss, kicked off against the wind and rain. The Artillery
opened the score from a scramble round the goal, but the Buffs soon
equalised, and by the interval were leading 21. Afterwards the Buffs
had practically all the game, and within five minutes had added four
goals. Collins (2), Shelton (2) and Foad (2) were the scorers for the
homesters.
Unfortunately R.S.M. Dare was injured, and the team was thus
deprived of his services. He has not recovered sufficiently to take part
in any further games up to the time of writing. We all hope he will
soon be fit again.

R.F.A. Shorncliffe v. Buffs Depot.

On March 10th we lost to this team by 41. In addition to the
absence of R.S.M. Dare on the injured list, the team was also deprived
of Sgt. Morgan and Cpl. Hamer for the same reason. This somewhat
disorganised the Buffs team, who hardly deserved to win, but who
certainly should not have lost by so large a margin. We hope to
reverse this result at the return match.

Buffs Dspot v. Heme Bay Athletic.

[Canterbury Charity Cup—Saturday Section].
The above teams met on the Wincheap Grove Ground on 3rd March
in the second round of the Saturday Section of the Canterbury Cup, and
a large crowd of spectators witnessed a thoroughlv interesting and for
the most part very even game. The Buffs were without the valuable
services of both their regular backs—R.S.M. Dare and Morgan—both
of whom are temporarily on the crocked list, and this necessarily
weakened their defence despite the stubborn resistance put up both by
Smith and Gooding. In the result they were rather unlucky, therefore
to lose by the only goal scored very late in the second half.
The Buffs team:—Jones; Smith and Gooding; Hamer Coaster
and Gilbert; Collins, Foad, Shelton, Stocker and Mullinger.
This was one of the best games ever seen on the Depot Ground
and either team could have been deemed unlucky to lose.

INTERNATIONAL MATCH.

A party of well over one hundred proceeded by charabanc to
Shorncliffe from the Depot to see the French Army play the British
Army. The charabancs were hired in conjunction with our neighbours
the Cavalry Depot. Those cars used by The Buffs looked particularly
gay decked with their Buffs flags.
The adverse result of the match from the British point of view was
not sufficient to damp the enjoyment and enthusiasm of the represen
tatives of the Nation who proceeded from the Depot.

BUFFS' DEPOT

V.

TERRITORIALS.

On the Buffs' Green on the 15th March, the Terriers were met by a
team from the Depot, who had the better part of the game, scoring
three in the first and three in the second half. The ground was in a bad
condition, but the Terriers put up a good fight against a superior team.
Although beaten they were not disgraced.

DANCES.

The Depot has again commenced the practice dances started last
season in the Prince of Wales Institute, and each Thursday night from
7 till 8 the Staff is busily engaged teaching the recruits their steps. Al
though the trainerinchief, R.S.M. Dare, confesses that he is by no
means an expert, his drilling methods of teaching the waltz, fox trot and
one step are having remarkably good results, and many of the pupils
stay on after 8 p.m. to take part, and partners, in the regular dance
which then commences. The rest of the Staff are C.S.M. Couchman
Sgt. Emery, Shoobridge and Rowe and pianist C.S.M. Mason.
These dancing lessons are doubtless a splendid thing for the recruits,
as they help to brighten his life, give him a change from his daily work,
and tend to improve him mentally and socially. There are very few who
now cannot pluck up the necessary courage to go and ask a lady for a
dance.

INTERSECTION SHIELD.

This has again been won by C.Q.M.S. Jones' Section. The events
were, CrossCountry Running, Football and Basket Ball. Many good
games have been played and plenty of budding talent discovered. For
next month the events are Football, CrossCountry Running and
Rounders.
The Recruits have during the month been initiated into the mysteries
of the paper chase, two of which have during that time taken place.

The Sergeants' Mess.

WHIST DRIVES.

The Mess Whist Drives, which are still taking place fortnightly,
and alternately with the Mess practice Dances, are very well patronised,
not only by our own members, but also by our friends from the Cavalry
Depot. One of the latter won the first prize at the last drive.
The ten minute billiard handicap is now drawing to a close, and has
been much enjoyed by all participants. R.S.M. Dare is reported to have
commenced negotiations for the purchase of a private cue complete with
case, since defeating the Billiard Cup Winner, Mr. Sid Sutton.

CAVALRY DEPOT.

We are pleased to say that we have already become very good friends
with our neighbours, the Cavalry Depot Sergeants. Football and
Billiard Matches are shortly to take place with them, which we all look
forward to.

SERGEANTS' MESS NOTES.

February and March always are dull, miserable months, and this
year they are no exception to the rule, if anything they are worse
than we have experienced in Canterbury for some years in the shape
of wet, clammy weather—conducive to a glut of Colds, one of which
everybody appears to have unwillingly contracted. As a result, out of
doors sports are not indulged in to any extent, and being confined
to the Mess is a contingency which we have to put up with and keep
smiling. Still, we are hoping for the early advent of some glorious
summery weather, though at the moment it looks as if that hope is on a
par with the old cluck hen who was sitting on porcelain eggs, for the
weather prophets are predicting more slush to come.
We are meeting our friends from over the way (Members of the
Cavalry Depot) in a series of games which start next week, kicking off
with Billiards, and we can promise both them and ourselves some really
enjoyable evenings. They are excellent neighbours to us in every
way, and we are always more than delighted to see them when they pop
round at night or at any other time.
The Editor is shrieking for these Notes, so we are compelled to
send them in this morning and cannot consequent^ tell you much about
the St. Patrick's Dance we are giving in the Gym. tonight. It's going to
be a grand turn out (well, most of our Dances ARE), and the good old
Saint will be toasted over and over and over again. From that it must
not be inferred that any " tumbling over " will result from the prepond
ance of good wishes that will be washed down by small glasses of
" Johnnie " and " Dry Ginger."
Tug Wilson from the 1st Battalion (the Maste Tailor from over
the Seas) has joined here on conclusion of his furlough in the United
Kingdom. He's the same old Tug—dry as dust (thirst excepted) and is
performing regimental duties. He was, so we understood, to be posted
to the 2nd Battalion as SergeantTailor on arrival home of the Battalion,
but we have just heard a rumour that he is now likely to be required
to rejoin the 1st Battalion. He's a Jack of all Trades. He looks after
Sections of raw recruits just forming prior to going on the Square,
and they think quite a lot of him for he's so thoughftul for the young
'uns, almost washes them in the morning (he's in a bit of difficulty
ovei; the towels) and tucks them in so nicely at nights. Yes, there's
no mistake they like Uncle Tug from over the seas. After leaving the
Service he intends having a cut at Dentistry for a living. He knows a
lot about it now, for he marched the whole Depot to see the Dental
Officer at his Annual Inspection, and has quite got off by heart such
phrases as " Upper Dentures," " Extract One," " Stop One," his favour
ite phrase apparently being " Take One " for he's always open to, either
in a small or large glass. Yes, he's something else. The General
Travelling Warder of the Depot—taking all miscreants to Detention
Barracks to undergo their punishment, and it was only on one occasion
that he happened to miss a train. " West is West and East is East" is
now one of his mottoes. When he does go we shall miss his cheery old
company, at all events one will who has a breast of medals exactly
like his own.
Our Commanding Officer had a rollicking reception on his arrival
at Canterbury on 'Thursday on returning from his wedding. We are sure
an account of it will be given elsewhere, but we would like to remark
what a delightful ceremony it was and how every one of us entered
into it heart and soul to welcome back to Canterbury one of the very
best C.O.'s it was ever the pride of a Unit to possess.
We really must close now. We will try and tell you something
next month that has a little of the essence of Sport about it—rendered
possible, perhaps, bv a change in this disheartening weather.
W.M.S,

The Corporals' Mess.

The corporals held a successful dance in the Gymnasium on 16th
February. The School was decorated and about 200 guests took part
in the dancing, which was kept up until 2 a.m. The prizes were pre
sented by Mrs. Foster, who was given three cheers at the call of Sergt.
Major Dare. The spot waltz prizes were won by Mrs. Taylor and
Corpl. Coode, 13th Hussars, and the lucky number prize by Sergt.
Emery, The Buffs. Corpl. Driscol was the efficient M.C.

DANCE.

A very successful dance was held at the Garrison Gymnasium on
February 16th, from 8 p.m. to 2 a.m., a record number of People were
in attendance, also many Officers of the Depot and their wives.
We were very pleased to welcome the N.C.O.'s of the Cavalry Depot
at this the first Military Dance since their arrival in this station.
The Spot Waltz Prizes were presented by Mrs. Foster, wife of Major
and Qr.Master F. W. Foster of the Depot, the recipients being Mrs.
Taylor and Corpl. Coode, 13th Hussars.
Committee:—Cpl. Cronin, President; Cpl. Adams, Treasurer;
(Cpl. Hamer and L/C. Hubbard) Members, who are to be congratulated
for arranging such a pleasant and enjoyable Evening, and which was

(Continued on next page).
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Beneath Bell Harry— Continued.

regarded as the record Corporals' dance of the season. C.S.M. Mason
is also to be thanked for his kindly advice on all matters which helped
very much to make this dance such a success.

FOOTBALL.

On the 9th of March the Corporals of the Depot proceeded to Maid
stone to play the return football match with the Corporals of the R.\\ .K.
Regiment, leaving the Depot at 1 p.m.
They were unfortunate in having a breakdown on the road near
Chartham which delayed them for about threequarters of an hour,
much to the delight of our two mascots, Pip and Squeak (Corporals
Kemp and Crawley (as a brewery happened to be in the near vicinity .)
We were yet to meet with another disappointment for the arrival
of another car which had been phoned for only could accommodate
fourteen leaving five stranded on the Road who continued the journey
later by Taxi (fortunate fellows).
. .
. _ ..
Our opponents gave us a very good reception 011 arriving at Maid
stone and we had a good and enjoyable game of football under very
muddy conditions. Our right back, Pip (Cpl. Crawley) and the R.S.M.
of the R.W. Kents were very prominent figures on the field owing to
their " Corporations," but were a good pair cf stayers.
The R.W. Kents were the superior team and gamed a well deserved
victory by 6 goals to 3.
,,
We must congratulate our goalie, L/c. Charlie Collier, on the sound
game he played and the marvellous shots he saved which avoided a
SrCThe

I)epot Corporals Team were unfortunate in not having R.S.M.
Dare playing, having hurt his leg some days previously playing for the
Depot, but we are all very glad to see he is making a rapid improvement
and hope to have him in his old position, when we go to Shorncliffe to
play the Corporals of the Oxford and Bucks. Regt. m the near future.
The Team started for home at 8.30 p.m. after spending a very enjoy
able evening in the Corporals' Mess R.W. Kents which included Tea
and other liquids, and sing song, arriving m Canterbury ay0.30 p.m.
Q u e r y W h o made the driver take the wrong turning ?

Capt. George Boon, D.S.O.

The Buffs.
N the occasion of the Anniversary of the Golden
Wedding of Captain and Mrs. Boon, which falls
this month, we take the opportunity of publishing the
splendid family record which we are sure will interest
our readers.
,
Father (Captain George Boon, D.S.O.) Born July 1846
Mother
do. Oct. 1849

O

SERVICE, ETC.

Joined
1st Battalion
Promoted Corporal
Sergeant
Cr.Sergt. ...
...


Sgt.Instr. of Musketry
Qr.Mr.Sergt (Depot)
Lieutenant and Q.M. 2nd Battn.
Captain
Retiredage clause ...
...


SERVICE ABROAD.

India July 1866—Dec. 1878.
February 1902.

July J864
Pec }865
July 1866
B*ec 1868
April 1875
Sept. 1883
April 1891
APril 19°1
Beb. 1902

S. Africa, Dec. 1899—

Enqury Answered.
Dear Sir,
__ .
Tn reply to an inquiry on page 92 of the March
Dragon, the address of Mr. W. G. Burt—formerly
Sergeant, 1/Sth The Buffs is .—Booksellers, Weymouth.
Curiously enough, his was the first shop I went into
while at Weymouth a few days ago. On recognizing
the Regimental tie he introduced himself and informed
me that he was the only old Buff in Weymouth.
Yours truly,

G. R. HOWE, Capt.
The Buffs.

Dear Sir,
. 
,
...
I should be glad if you could put me m touch with
Pte. H. Terry of the 1st and 6th Battalion, who served
some time as Sniper and afterwards as Observer at 37th
Brigade Headquarters. Address when last I heard
from him was " Sydenham House " m some village
in Kent but unfortunately I inadvertantly destroyed the
letter.
Yours faithfully,

W. G. HAMMERTON,
(late 6th Battalion).

Dear Sir,
,
...
.,
i
May I ask if anyone can give me the rules of the old
Kentish Weald game of " Goal Running " and tell me
why it is not played in The Regiment ?

(Signed) S. C. PILE, LanceCpl.
1st Battalion.

Dear Sir
I wonder if Sergt. Oliver who in 1914 was Mess
Sergt. at the Officers' Mess is still with the colours.
He will remember me when with Mr. Crow of Mercery
Lane. I should also like to be remembered to C.b.M.
WhAssuring

you that I will do anything I can for the
old Regiment.
Yours faithfully,

WILLIAM G. BURT.

MEDALS AND DECORATIONS.

Perak Expedition 18756:—Medal and clasp.
South Africa 189902
Queen's and King's Medals
six clasps. Distinguished Service Order.
Married April, 1871 ; four sons living, all of whom
joined the army; three obtained commissions.
Ernest Cecil
Captain Army
Educational Corps.
(Retired February, 1923).
George Edgar Joined 2nd Battalion The Buffs, 1903.
Commissioned 1915, 2nd Battalion.
Wounded at Loos, September 1915.
Invalided, 1919.
Charles Albert Lieutenant Army Educational Corps.
(Retired, February, 1923).
Arthur Victor W. O. Instructor, A.E.C. (Retired,
1922).
Mrs. Boon joined 1st Battalion at Seetapore, 1873,
and 2nd Battalion in 1891, and was for 30 years with
The Buffs.
.
.
,
We are sure all our readers will wish Captain ana
Mrs Boon and the whole family continued prosperity
for many years to come, and join in our good wishes
for their future.

Obituary.
rnHE death took place on Saturday, February 17th

at " The Buffs " Cottage Homes, Rumfields,
Broadstairs, of Edward Supple, at the age of 45 years
Deceased who served with The Buffs in the great war
was wounded in the brain by shrapnel at Hill 60, and
his death is said to be due to his wounds. He leaves
a widow and fourteen children, ten of whom are under
14 vears of age. The funeral took place at St. Peter s
on March 1st and the Broadstairs and vSt Peter s Branch
of the British Legion and Comrades Club headed by
Colonel C. Grant, attended. The father of deceased is
Mr. William Supple who lives at 53, Stour Street, Canter
bury.
You really must get a copy of the War History
of The Buffs. Write IVIajor F. W. Tomlinson,
2 Cavendish Square, London, W.
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Military Tailors and Outfitters
Regimental Tailors by appointment to
The Buffs
The East Yorkshire Regiment
The Royal Scots Fusiliers
The Royal Welch Fusiliers
The South Wales Borderers
The Scottish Rifles
The East Surrey Regiment
The Duke of Wellington's Regiment
The Border Regiment

LONDON:

The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The

Royal Sussex Regiment
Hampshire Regiment
Dorset Regiment
South Lancashire Regiment
Welch Regiment
Essex Regiment
Sherwood Foresters
Loyal Regiment (North
Lancashire)

The Northampton Regiment
The Royal Berkshire Regiment
The King's Own Yorks. Light Infantry
The Middlesex Regiment
The Manchester Regiment
York & Lancaster Regiment
The Durham Light Infantry
Royal Ulster Rifles
The London Rifle Brigade

4 NEW BURLINGTON STREET, REGENT STREET, W. 1

WOOEWICH: 5

AEDERSHOT:

FRANCES STREET

CAMBEREEY:

29 HIGH STREET

*68 & 68A HIGH STREET

Telephones: 2346 Regent, London; 300 Woolwich; 296 Aldershot; 359 Camberley
Telegrams: "Afflighty, London"; " Flight, Aldershot" ; " Flight, Camberley "

"Quorn Toothpicks" Cigars
(Registered)

A mild cigar with character. Length 6 ins*

To be obtained only from

U. H. G. HAMILTON

A. GRAHAM & SONS
WINE&SPIRIT MERCHANTS

Wine Merchant
CANTERBURY
TELEPHONE 148 CANTERBURY

flIMneral Mater fftanufacturer*

CHARLES BARROWS

BREWERS AGENTS

37 Northgate Street

CANTERBURY
Grocery, Provisions, Hardware,
Brushes, etc.
Personal and prompt attention given to all orders.

MANOR HOUSE

NEW STREET

PORTLAND

WEYMOUTH

Telephone: No. 6.

Telephone: No. 2.

THE
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CONWAY

WILLIAMS.

Many years London Manager for F. W. FLIGHT.
0EING a practical Cutter myself I personally wait
on my clients, to whom I can guarantee
distinctive Uniforms or Mufti.
I specialize in Hunting and Evening Dress Clothes.

nil /BMnlatures anb Decorations /DounteO to Customers' orders,
[CLIENTS WAITED ON

PERSONALLY.

INSPECTION

INVITED.

SWEATERS, SCARVES & TIES OF BUFFS COLOURS IN STOCK

17 HANOVER STREET, LONDON, W.l.
THE

Celebrated
. .
" ARMY ALE."

ISO LDIER'S
BEER.

1/
04
04

0)

The favourite beer throughout all parts of the Indian Empire.

Supplied to the 2nd Battalion THE BUFFS at ADEN by Pallonjee,
Dinshaw & Co., Camp and Steamer Point.
Supplied to the Sergeant's Mess, 1st Battalion THE BUFFS, at
CONSTANTINOPLE by the N.A.A.F.I.
:

Wm. McEwan & Co., Ltd., Brewers, Edinburgh.

HOLMES

Charles E. Burgess. Proprietor

"OZO" Stops

7 MERCERY LANE, CANTERBURY

Headache, Toothache, Neuralgia
and all other nerve pains

HIGH-CLASS GROCERIES, PROVISIONS

6£d.

FRENCH and ITALIAN GOODS
Collector and distributor of all the latest and newest
produce brought on to the European Markets at
LONDON STORE PRICKS

FAMILIES WAITED ON — MESS SUPPLIERS

per box of 8 tasteless doses

Proprietors:

WALKER. & HARRIS, LTD.
Three Boxes
Post Free.

Chemists,

CANTERBURY
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The Sportsman.
PLAYS THE GAME for
the game's sake*
PL A YS FOR HIS SIDE
and not for himself.
Is a good winner and a good
loser (i.e., modest in
victory and gefierous in
defeat).
Accepts all decisions in a
proper spirit.
Is chivalrous towards an 1
opponent.
Is unselfish and always
ready to help others to
become proficient.
ONE MILE TO THREE MILES.
Races of this nature require more than any others
determination, stamina, and judgment. Determination
in carrying out training on systematic lines, stamina
to carry the runner through the race, and judgment In
running the race, besides sufficient pace to enable him
to complete the distance in the necessary time. This
latter point is one of very great importance, and the
runner who spends a large portion of his training period
in learning to estimate his speed, and who finally can
tell to within a second or two the pace at which he is
covering each lap, will be at a great advantage in the
actual race, and will be the more able to use his judg
ment. If he is able to utilize one of the other runners
in the race as a pacemaker, the necessity for knowledge
of time is not so important; but it will be found better to
rely on oneself in the matter of knowledge of pace.
Training will again depend on the physical abilities
of the runner and on his necessity for increasing speed
or improving stamina.
As a general rule, though, it may be laid down that
training for 1—3 mile races must be done by alternately
running over and under the distance—running more
than the distance to increase stamina and under the
distance to increase speed. Thus the miler should run
easy two miles, combined with fast runs of halfmile
to 1000 yards; the two miler should run alternately
3 miles and 1 mile; and the three miler, 4 miles and 2
miles.
Any kind of overwork or strain must be avoided.
To start with if no hard exercise has been done, the leg
muscles and wind must be brought on by walking and
slow jog trots over country. After this, slow runs
on the track over longer distances than the race in
hand, with an occasional fast sprint to keep the pace
right. Gradually the distance should be shortened
and the pace increased. Now is the time for the watch
to be utilized and practice must commence with lapping
against a watch. The runner should begin to set himself
a time standard and keep to it. As training continues,
the short distance training should be made less and' the
pace increased.
When the runner is really beginning to feel his feet
and his time is getting better he should begin to combine
his long with his short training, i.e., run the distance
and a bit over slowly and then endeavour to finish up with
a sprint over a definite distance. By doing this he will
gain the power of changing his pace, in the race, to his
final sprint, and his training will have given him the
knowledge of when he can start this sprint and whether
he can keep it up.
A week or two before the race he should have two or
three runs over his actual distance, timing on his own
and comparing afterwards with a watch.

The two or three days before the race should be days
of rest entirely, nothing more than a toddle about lie
track being indulged in. 
Little need be said of tlie actual race. At the start
the pace must be a little quicker than the normal, in
order that position may be gained. It is best to get
amongst the first four at the start, and always get the
inside berth as soon as possible. If a runner is obviously
going at a pace faster than the training by watch has
shown necessary, let him go—stick to your time
schedule. If you find a runner near you going well
and up to time schedule, and, if anything, just a bit
faster, "utilize him, as a pacemaker and wind shield
until the last quarter of the race. J udgment must be
used all the time. Remember always to keep the inside
berth, especially round the corner. Make no attempt
to pass a man at a bend—do this in the straight.
Finally, remember that all the other runners have
probably trained at least as well as you have, and have
all got their extra bit in hand for the sprint at the end.
Therefore keep ahead during the latter half of the race
and hold your sprint in until you find it necessary. You
may by keeping it in hand just be able to get that
additional measure of speed that will enable you to bear
the man who started his sprint earlier.
(Next Month " The 120 Yards Hurdles."

Sporting Queries.
Should you have any query to make with regard
to Sports in general, dates of any forthcoming events,
winners of past events, etc., in fact a query of any kind
whatever, let us have it, and then watch for your reply
in our Enquiry Bureau Columns. (Editor).

The Army Encyclopaedia (iContinued).
COMPILED BY PROFESSOR NUTTALLTHARE.
PILLOW.—An article used in the Army for the
prevention of soft heads, sloth and housemaid's knee.
Reputed to be stuffed with the fibre from Cocoanuts,
but generally containing in addition a generous pro
portion of the actual shell.
POET (MILITARY).—One who physically speak
ing, always turns out his feet at an angle of fortyfive
degrees but who, in his literary efforts, invariably
turns out his feet with some of the most extraordinary
angles imaginable.
POLICE (MILITARY FOOT).—
(Deleted by Censor).

Ed.)

PRIVATE.—The only individual in the Army
officially held to be worthy of the name of man. *
PROFICIENCY PAY.— An extra emolument
granted to every man on getting his third. A question
has lately been raised in the House on the advisability
of granting a married soldier a further increase on
getting his fourth, with successive increases for each
one in addition.
PROMOTION.—That which enables a private
soldier to have a bar up.
PRONE. — Another word for lying. N.C.O.'s
mostly are adepts at the practical demonstration of its
intricacies.
PROVOST SERGEANT.—The man by whom
the receipt of anonymous boxes of chocolates through
the post has of late been looked upon with grave
suspicion.
QUARTERMASTER SERGEANT.—A man who is
not so black as he is painted. Well, not quite, at any
rate. (Unlike him, we must always give credit when it
is due).
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Charles PHILLIPS & SON

JOHN JONES & Co.

BAKERS and  
  PASTRYCOOKS

6 REGENT STREET, LONDON, S.W. 1

ELEC1RIC MAORIME BAKERY
CANTERBURY

TAILORS TO THE BUFFS

MERCERY LANE. — ST. DUNSTAN'S. — NORTHGATE.

Officers' measures registered and any
Kit forwarded home and abroad.
Representatives visit all home stations.

High Class Bread & Cakes as supplied to the
Cavalry Depot Officers and to many Married
Families of The Buffs.

J".

ZEZDW-AIR/IDS

Northgate Post Office, CANTERBURY

STATIONER and TOBACCONIST

Telegrams:
Equipments, London.

ESTIMATES

FREE

'Phone:
Gerrard 5120.

UPON

APPLICATION

FOSTER & Co.
6 REGENT STREET, LONDON, S.W.1
O

:

Good Assortment of Post Cards, Yiovs, etc.

By appointment "THE BUFFS".

HI. IE. TAYLOR

Regimental Colours  
  Blazers  Sweaters

BAKER and CONFECTIONER
20 Palace Street & 22 High Street
CANTERBURY
Cakes of every description always in stock.

RALLY TO AN OLD BUFF!

ARTHUR WELLS

53 St. Peter's Street
CANTERBURY
G

FOP

ALL PUBLIC SCHOOL COLOURS
TELEPHONE 14.

John Groves & Sons, Ltd.
Brewers,
Wine and Spirit Merchants
Order Offiees, and Retail Wine and Spirit Stores,

Smart uptodate

 TAILORING

O



Men leaving the Regiment are well on
towards employment if they are smartly
dressed. — — — Terms: Cash.

63 St. Thomas Street
0ffice).
Hope Brewery, WEYMOUTH
Daily Deliveries to Portland.

W. & R. FLETCHER, Ltd.
jfamtl? ffiutcbers
102 Northgate Street
CANTERBURY
Special terms to Messes
—
—
—
Families waited upon daily
MANAGER:—F.

R. SANGERS (Late The Buffs).

BROADCASTING
We are manufacturing Broadcast Receiving
Sets (B.B.C.) under Marconi Licence which for
efficiency and price compare very favourably with
anything else on the market.
Wireless Expert, Mr. LESLIE GOULDEN,

39 & 40 High Street, CANTERBURY
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I erritorial Army.

FFICIAL returns show that during
January 2,534 recruits were finally
approved for service in the Territorial
Army, as compared with a total of 1,654
in the previous month. The strength of
the Army, exclusive of permanent staff,
on 1st February was 5,865 officers and
128,587 other ranks.

Marriage Allowance to Soldiers'.
The current rates of Marriage Allow
ance for children of soldiers where no issue
is made to the wife, and for motherless
,
„
,
children, are for the first child 6/6, 2nd
4/6, 3rd 2/, 4th 2/, 5th 1/6, 6th 1/6 and 7th 1/, and 1/ for each
additional child. This scale will remain unchanged to March 31st, 1924.

Army Officers' Pay.
How IT MAY BF DRAWN.

The following paragraph lias been added to the King's Regulations :
" An officer may receive his pay either from the official agent of his
corps or department or from the command paymaster, as he may elect.
If he is in the payment of the agent, he may instruct the latter either to
credit his pay, as.it accrues, to a private account or to remit to himself
or to any bank which he may select.

Territorial Army Bounties.

The annual bounty payable in the case of boys of the Territorial
Army enlisted under the Territorial Regulations as buglers or bandsmen,
is officially fixed at £1, but is payable only on condition that they com
plete 15 days' annual training in camp and complete one half the number
of drills before annual training. On reaching the age of 17 years they
will come under the bounty conditions for men.

Precedence of Army Officers.

The conditions governing the precedence of Army Officers which
obtained before the Great War h^ave been restored by Army Orders.
Officers of the Militia and of the Territorial Army will now take preced
ence according to the provisions of paragraph 217 in King's Regulations.
The Warrants of 1915 and 1917 relating to the precedence of officers
of the Regular Army Reserve of Officers, officers holding temporary
rank, and officers granted temporary commissions and employed with
the Indian Defence Force ; and the Warrant of 1914 providing for the
manner in which officers holding temporary commissions, officers of the
Special Reserve and of the Territorial Force, should take rank with
officers of the Regular Army, are cancelled.
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The supply of metal limbs for below knee amputations is only
admissible where special surgical or medical conditions exist,
which in the opinion of the Surgeon render the issue of a wooden
limb unsuitable.
4. While every consideration is given to the desire a pensioner may
express for a particular type of limb, the final decision must rest with
the surgeon who is responsible for ordering a limb suitable to require
ments of each individual case.

Army Recruiting.

UNITY OF CONTROL AND TRAINING.

Arrangements are now in progress for the reorganization of the
recruiting depots, with the object of facilitating a more rapid formation
of training squads.
Meantime the recruiting zones are to be formed into groups of three
or four, and all the zones in each group will be located in the same Area.
All the zones in each group will concentrate their efforts on forming
a squad of 30 recruits in turn at each depot affiliated to the group,
This procedure, besides being more economical than that now in force,
will ensure more rapid and efficient training and go far to meet the
immediate requirements of the regiments most in need of recruits.
Arrangements have been made to safeguard the territorial character
of the regiments and to preserve the freedom of choice open to all men
on enlistment. Approved recruits who prove a " family connection"
with a particular regiment will be accepted forthwith for that regiment
if they wish to join it. Others who cannot will be invited to enlist in
the regiment for which a squad is being formed ; but if any one declines
to join a regiment other than the one he has selected his address will be
taken and the recruiting officer will communicate with him when a squad
is being formed for the regiment of his choice.

Officers' hired Chargers.

In connection with the permission given to officers by Royal warrant
of 24th July, 1920, to use hired chargers for any purposes except racing,
it is laid down in a new Royal Warrant that the officer to whom the
charger is on issue must himself defray all expenses incurred, whether
on account of veterinary attendance or from any other cause. Under
no circumstances will any charge be admissible against Army Funds
in respect of either public or private chargers when away from the unit
for other than military reasons.

Telephone

No. 9.

F. HATTON & SON

Army Agents.

NKW APPOINTMENTS.

It is announced in Army Orders that in consequence of the
amalgamation of the existing firms of Army Agents—Messrs. Cox& Co.
with Floyds Bank, limited, and Messrs. Holt & Co. with Messrs. Glyn,
Mills, Currie & Co.—the Army Council have appointed Tloyds Bank,
Timited, to be the Agents of the regiments and corps now in 'the agency
of Messrs. Cox & Co. and the amalgamated Bank of Messrs. Glvn, Mills,
Currie & Co., and Messrs. Holt & Co. to be the Agents of the regiments,
corps and departments now in the agency of Messrs. Holt & Co. Steps
are being taken to name the amalgamated Bank " Glyn, Mills, Currie
Holt & Co."
The Army Agency of Gloyds Bank, limited, will be carried on under
the style of " Floyds Bank, Ftd., Messrs. Cox & Co's. Branch," at 16,
Charing Cross. The Army Agency of Messrs. Glyn, Mills, Currie & Co.,
and of Messrs. Holt & Co., will be carried on at 3, Whitehall Place, and
as soon as the necessary formalities have been completed, the name of
the amalgamated firm for Army Agency purposes will be—"Messrs.
Glyn, Mills, Currie, Holt & Co., Holt's Branch," at 3, Whitehall Place.

lEncjlfeb anb
=

Colonial

- B U T C HER S SHIPPING SUPPLIED
The Oldest Established Butcher in Portland

Artificial Limbs.

The following is a summary of the rules which have been issued
for the guidance of Medical Superintendents of Iyimb Fitting Centres
who are responsible for the ordering of artificial legs for pensioners.
1. The artificiallimb ordinarily supplied will be one of the Ministry's
standard pattern legs (wood and leather).
2. Where, however, it is obvious that a peg leg would be more
suitable for the avocation of a pensioner, as for instance when he is a
miner, fisherman, or an agricultural labourer, and the pensioner so
desires, a peg leg may be ordered as one of his two artificial limbs.
3. Metal limbs may be supplied in the following circumstances :
{a) New cases of amputation above the knee, especially those in which
the amputation is higher than midway between the knee and the
hip joint, where a limb of this nature would, in the opinion of the
surgeon, be preferable to one of the standard pattern limbs.
(b) Other cases of above knee amputation where, owing to the weight
or type of the artificial leg in the man's possession, he is handi
capped in his activities or occupation, and where the change is
therefore recommended by the Surgeon. In such cases the
second or spare wooden limb in the pensioner's possession is
retained as his duplicate until it is worn out.
(c) Cases in which a metal limb is not certified to be surgically
necessary but where the pensioner shows a marked preference
for a metal limb. In such cases a metal limb may be supplied
when the limb already in issue is worn out, if the surgeon concurs.

44 FORTUNESWELL, PORTLAND
Biscuits,
"TARAGON" Biscuits have been awarded, to —

1 / The recruit, who, when questioned by the
examining Officer, said that AFBUHFRA took place in
1897, and that it was here that " Lt. Latham executed
the Colours and lost his head."
And another recruit who said that at ATBUHFRA
L/Cpl. Cotter won the V.C,
The recruit who, asked at School to name the five
most important races of manhood, replied, " The Mile,
Quarter, Hundred, TwoTwenty, and Hurdles."
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The Outlook.

(Being notes relating to the Garrison Church, Canterbury).
STANDING ARRANGEMENTS.
Sundays.
. _
8 a.m., Holy Communion each Sunday.
2nd Sunday in Month, 7.15 a.m.
1st Sunday in Month, 11.30 a.m.
3rd Sunday in Month, 7.30 p.m.
Parade Service, 10.30. Hospital Service, 11.45 except 1st Sunday
2.45,1Svmday School, P.W. Institute. Eads' Bible Class, 2.45 in
Library P.W. Institute.
_ .
_
_
1st Sunday in Month : Children's Service in Garrison Church, 2.45.
4 p.m., Holy Baptism at the Church (previous notice to be given to
the Chaplain in every case).
6.30, Evening Service.
Tuesday. Boys' Club, 6 to 9, P.W.I.
Wednesday. Junior Sunday School Teachers Preparation Class, 7 p.m.
Senior Teachers, 8 p.m.
Thursday. Choir Practice, 6 p.m.
Q . QA
Friday. Garrison Church Guild and Guild of St. Helena, 3 4.30.

EASTER DAY.

As The Dragon may be in the hands of many of the men ofthe
Garrison and people of the Married Quarters by the end of March l
would take this opportunity to remind full members of the Church of
England of the injunction given by our Church
Day Holy
Communion. It is one of the days on which every Confirmed Member
is reminded of their duty to Celebrate their joy and belief in theResur
rection of their Lord, by participating in the Sacred ^eastinMemory
of His Atoning Death and Victorious Resurrection, and partakmg ot
that Divine Life in the Blessed Sacrament.
.
.. T
In this way the Easter will be the blessing and happiness which I
would wish to every one.

THE CONFIRMATION.

The Confirmation which the ChaplainGeneral is to hold on March
28th will be a thing of the past but we trust for all these who then
have
their stand as soldiers of Jesus Christ it will not be only
a Memory of an exceptional day but the incentive to a new life of.Service
andMostgofSthe

Men of the Buffs to be confirmed will he_ goinp: on_ else
where. They must stand in their new Station for the high ideals for
which they have taken their Stand here.

S.C.A.

These Letters standing for the organisation of the Soldiers Christian
Association through most of our Garrisons at home and abroad, have
become familiar to many Men of this Garrison.
.
In February a branch was formed here, and a few men met eac
Wednesday evening at the P.W. Institute. During March two of the
Staff of the S.C.A., Messrs. Brett and Baltains have been working m the
GalTh£has

been a great help as there is no pernmnent Army Scripture
Reader at Canterbury now, and these men who have had wide exper
ence and great success in other Garrisons have been able to gettoknow
men in their barrack rooms, and many have found m them real friends.
Their Mission here will have far reaching influences as Men go on to other
stations and carry with them some of the truths they have lear
through these S.C.A. gatherings and workers. We extenda welcome
to any men who will come to the Chaplain s Room at the P.W. Institute
on Wednesdays at 7 p.m. for the S.C.A. Meetings.

CHURCH GUILD AND GUILD OF ST. HELENA.

It has been arranged to have the Guild outing during June and
already members have been putting aside subscriptmns each week
towards the Expenses. The loss of Mrs. Seymour as President is still
keenly felt. The members expressed their deep appr^iation of her
unfailing help by a small presentation on her leaving the
they valued the letters Mrs. Seymour wrote to each of the Members.
Mrs. Crookenden was unanimously asked to continue kermt^estm
the Guild and to act as our VicePresident. We appreciate her willing
neS|fenyCmorehof th^Women in the Quarters we feel sure could come
at 3 p.m. on Fridays and help to make the guild representative of all
sections of the Garrison.

SUNDAY SCHOOL.

To the Teachers and Scholars alike it was a real pleasure to welcome
Miss Russell back to the School as Superintendent of the Senior School.
Miss Williamson is ably carrying on the Infants School
We would draw the attention of parents who hmlately.comeTo the
Garrison that the Sunday School is held at the P.W. Institute at 2.45
on Sundays except on the 1st Sunday of the Month when a
Service is held in the Garrison Church at 2.45 to which parents are invited
with their children.

EASTER DAY.

Easter Day will be an opportunity for parents not only to send their
children but to come themselves.

A BIBLE CLASS.

A Bible Class has been started for Lads and Men in the Library at
the P.W. Institute at 2.45 on Sundays.
As soon as a S.S. Teacher is found for the Senior Class of Boys, a
Bible Class for Girls will be held in the Vestry of the Church.

GARRISON CHURCH.

The departure for Canada of Mr. and Mrs. Maunseil and their family
has been a real loss to our Congregation. Both Mr. and Mrs. MaunseU
were always to & counted on to be at God's House on the Sunday and
willing to help any day and in any way.

Mr. Maunsell's post as Sidesman has been filled by Mr. Overbury.
Mrs. Maunsell's work as Secretary of the Missionary Envelope Scheme
was most valuable, we shall have to see to it that this effort does not
languish for the want of supporters.
, , . ,,
The Work of our Church in the Colonies and m Heathen landsshould
be of the most vital interest to any live Congregation at home.
We wish Mr. and Mrs. Maunseil allsuccess in Canada, though we wish
that we had their presence and help with us yet at Canterbury.
Colonel B. G. Clay, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., Commanding the Cavalry
Depot has kindly consented to fill the position of Churchwarden vacated
by Lt.Col. A. G. Seymour, D.S.O., M.V.O.
.
Owing to the kind arrangement of the O.C. Hospital a room has been
placed at the disposal of the Chaplain for Parade Service on Sunday
Mornings at 12 noon. A Volunteer is needed to play the harmonium at
this Service.

CHURCH CHOIR.

The Choir has been augmented by the presence of the Band Boys
of the Buffs and the valuable assistance of Drum Major Clayton. There
is the need of more Bass and Tenor Voices. Will any Men who have
helped in Choirs elsewhere come along and help at our Evening Service.
The Organist and Choir Master, is only too glad to help men who are
willing to learn to sing their part.

THK CHOIR CIYUB.

The Choir Club still goes strong and will be starting their Cricket
season soon, some fixtures for Matches are being arranged.

THE SEA SCOUTS.

.

The Sea Scouts held a most successful Concert, Play and display
in the P.W. Institute on March 12th and followed up that success with
a Dance on March 14th.

THURSDAY DANCE AT THE INSTITUTE.

The Thursday Dance at the Institute is a fixture that is always
popular. Owing to the interest of the R.S.M., Depot the Buffs, the
free Instruction Dance from 7 p.m. to 8 each week has been a 8*^
feature and very many of the " triers " have come to the regular dance
at 8 p.m. which is still ably conducted by our M.C., Mr. Carpenter. The
Band which has been engaged for some weeks has added to the popular
ity of evenings.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
BIRTHS
Helena" Hospital, Shorncliffe, on
February 10th, to Sergeant H. E. and Mrs.Blackman,
2nd Battalion The Buffs, a son, James Herbert
Charles.
^
^
Douglas.—At Canterbury on 23rd February, the wile
of 7815544 Pte. C. R. Douglas, of a son, William

Blackmail.—At

Sav^rf—At Helena Hospital, Shorncliffe, on February
5th, to C.O.M.S. and Mrs. Sayer, 2nd Battalion, a son,
Peter Barry Crowe.
MARRIAGE.
Lee.—At St. Pauls, Reigate, on March 10th, Major
Guy Lee, D.S.O., M.C., to Mrs. Harry Hanley,
of Providence, Rhode Island, U.S.A. (Descriptive
announcement elsewhere).
DEATHS.
Blackburn.—On the 12th March, at Glasgow Major
Hugh Blackburn, of Annat, Corpach, Fort William,
late The Buffs, second son of the late Hugh Black
burn of Roshven, in his 69th year. Funeral service
at the Cathedral Church of St. Mary, Edinburgh,
tomorrow (Friday), at 2 p.m., and thereafter to the
Dean Cemetery, Queensferryroad entrance. Mo
Marshall.—On November 8th, 1922, at Waitakaruru,
Hauraki Plains, New Zealand, after a brief illness
from Rheumatic Fever, Margaret, the beloved wife
of No. 2091 Colour Sergeant James Marshall, 1st
Battalion The Buffs, 18721899, aged 65 years.
A staunch friend, a faithful wife, a devoted mother.
Interred at Shortland, Thames.
Supple.—On Saturday, February 17th, at The Butts
Cottage Home, Rumfields, Broadstairs, Edward
Supple, late of " The Buffs," aged 45 years.

The Editor, The Dragon, would be glad to receive
regular news of the Canterbury and Margate
Companies of the Fourth Battalion.
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The 4th Battalion.
Sittingbourne Detachment.
On 16th February a very
successful Whist Drive and Dance
took place in the hall. Seventeen
tables were occupied for Whist
and about 130 people were danc
ing. A splendid programme of
music for dancing was rendered
by Mr. W. D. Brewer's Jazz
Orchestra. The committee must
certainly be complimented on
the decorating of the Hall and
Stage which all went to help make
it a great success, and the work
of art in the arranging of the
lights for the Twilight Waltz
which was very much appreciated.
After the Whist had finished prizes
were presented by Captain Dean,
V.C., to the winners, Lee.Cpl. Watson taking 1st Prize
for Gentlemen which consisted of a very nice shaving set
(murmurs of "No excuse for coming on parade now,
unshaven !"). Two prizes were also given in the
Bolloon Waltzing Competition which caused great
fun.
Another successful Whist Drive and Dance took
place on 28th February, 18 tables were occupied for
Whist and about 100 were dancing, the hall was again
tastefully decorated, the committee working hard to
help make it a success. Pte. Davis was the successful
winner of the Balloon Waltz Competition. The de
tachment is still going strong with recruiting and we
are very pleased to say that at least a dozen of our last
joined recruits are all employers of the Paper Mills,
These men show a very great interest which points to
them becoming very keen Territorials, and we have
still a promise of more of this class of man enlisting.
" C " The Weald Company.
With the arrival of longer days and, we hope, better
weather, a start on the Musketry course for the present
year will have soon to be considered. The Range at
Brewer's Wood has been further improved during the
winter. The 300 and 500 yards Firingpoints have
been made up, and necessary repairs carried out at the
Butts. The Range now is an exceptionally good one.
Individual shooting last year reached a high level;
but what we should aim at is not only the creation of
a few Marksmen, but a high average level of shooting
throughout the Company. Every man should remember
he is helping to improve or spoil his Platoon average.
And also every man should make an effort to attend
when his Platoon is warned to fire, in order that the
Musketry training can be completed before the Annual
Camp in July.
It has long been felt, that a detached Company,
such as the Weald, should have its own Drums. An
effort is now being made to form a Band. We have
already a nucleus of Drummers at Company Head
quarters, and an efficient Instructor in Corporal Hatcher.
But before the necessary expense is incurred we must
be assured that sufficient men will join. If, therefore,
any that are interested will give in their names, and the
names of others whom they think will help, a start can
be made at once.

Advertisers don't want your custom once, they want it
always, and they know you must have good goods or you
won't buy again. That's why advertised articles are
always the best.—Kindly mention "The Dragon" when
replying to advertisements in this Paper.

iOGVOTW.
(By Sergt. F. W. Potter, Hon. Sec.).

D

URING the past month, our numbers havesteadily
increased and many have forwarded subscriptions
for the year.
It has been a " bumper " month as far as the Depot
is concerned as all recruits have placed their names on
the " book of fame." At present there are not half
a dozen at the Depot who are not Past and Present
Members. A good record !
Many outstanding badges have been forwarded to old
life members from the 1st and 2nd Battalions, and it is
hoped that all doubts are settled and all who joined
from Battalions are now in possession of their badges.
Should there be anyone who has not yet received his
badge, the Secretary would be glad to adjust matters.
It does not reflect well on the Association if joining
members do not obtain their badges as soon as possible
after their subscriptions are forwarded. I believe the
difficulty was explained in The Dragon in one of the past
numbers, so I will not say any more about the matter,
except add, it is my earnest desire to have everybody
satisfied with the running of the Association and to hear
" no complaints."
It has been found necessary to place a large repeat
order for badges, and if the Battalions require any for
this year, it would help if they could let the Secretary
know how many are required. I am sure that there
are many in the 1st and 2nd Battalions that are in
need of badges for 1923.
All that is needed is—A roll showing number, rank
and name, together with cash, and the Secretary will do
the remainder of work required.
I know that it is difficult for those abroad to find
time to take up extra work for the P. and P., but I feel
confident that neither Battalion wishes to be left out in
the cold where the Association is concerned. Up to
date, not a badge for 1923 has been asked for from abroad,
but next month it is hoped that it will be a different
story, and that we shall be able to say that in proportion
to our strength, each Battalion can compare favourably
with the Depot.
Now then the 1st and 2nd !
Little is heard from the T. F. Units, but many are
Life Members, and it has been whispered that they will
come forward with new members in the near future.
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TOIPPOT
THE FINER POINTS IN THE TRAINING
OF DOGS FOR THE TRACK.
MENTIONED before that the
Whippet's calling in life is to
rjniiv*
sprint 200 yards at full speed in
Yets
competition with other dogs. It is
very necessary therefore, that he
V
should be taught not to play about
with his friends. This is the natural tendency of all
dogs, hut the Whippet can and must be broken of the
' habit. It is again a question of early training. The
simplest method to employ is never to allow your dog to
run loose out of training hours unless you are there to
keep a watchful eye on him. But if you cannot be
present yourself it is most advisable to shut the dog
up in a good clean kennel where he cannot get into
mischief. Moreover this precaution prevents the dog
from scavenging and you have the satisfaction of knowing
when the dog feeds and exactly what food he is receiving.
Regular exercise is necessary for the good health
of any dog, but should be looked upon in the light of
training for the Whippet. Roads and hard pavements
should be avoided as much as possible as these are apt
to bruise the dog's pads and injure the nails. Open
downs or grassy meadows are the ideal exercising ground.
There the dog can run about to his heart's content while
beneficial training for galloping can be carried out and
the dog taught, almost naturally, to develope his greatest
speed. Grass is the natural vermifuge for animals and
the dog who is carefully fed and allowed opportunities
to graze as he requires it should keep entirely free from
worms and digestive troubles and seldom need a dose of
physic.
Precautions must be taken to prevent the dirt and
grit which collects between the toes from making the
feet sore and tender. The fact of getting well off the
mark in a sprint race is well known to our short distance
men. So much importance is attached to this point,
that the start is given a prominent position in their
training programmes. In a similar manner the Whippet
must be accustomed to the sound of the starting pistol
and trained to make the best of the first few yards.
The start may be carried out in different ways in
accordance with the class of race, which can either be
from a " standing " or " flying " start. In the former,
the " slipper " merely releases the dog whereas in the
latter each " slipper " swings his dog as far forward
as possible, being careful, of course, that he lands on his
feet.
The race will naturally cause no little excitement
among the spectators and a babel of noise is to he ex
pected. The dog must, therefore, also be trained to
pay no heed to the cheers and shouts of the onlookers.
This may be done by taking the dog among a football
crowd or other noisy gathering or by rehearsing, as far
as possible, the conditions of an actual race during train
ing. The finish needs practising both by the dog and
the " runnerup." A close race may often be decided
by the manner in which the dog makes his flying leap
1 for the towel thus crossing the line in a final spring.
The speed at which the dog is travelling and the keenness
with which he hangs on to the towel, will more often than
not cause him to swing rouqd in the air. Ample space
must be left for this at the finishing point which should
always be kept clear in order to give the dogs no difficulty
in seeing the "runnerup." Good grooming, brushing
and handrubbing is almost as important as exercise
for keeping the dog in condition. This should be at
tended to every day and in addition the dog should be
well rubbed down and hand massaged, after exercise.
Continued at foot of next Column.
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Across the Channel.
(From our Special Correspondent in Paris).
TTIHE latest fashion for ladies in Paris is to have
J_ embroidered on their undergarments the name
of the man they love with the date on which he avowed
his affection. A famous French actress discussing
the matter, remarked that it was a delightful idea, but
bemoaned the expense that this fashion would entail
in continually having to acquire new garments.
To turn to more serious affairs, the Seine has risen
six feet in the last week and much loss has been sus
tained by the flooding of goods on the quays. In
cidentally, all traffic on the river has had to cease as
there is no room for ships to pass between the level of
the water and the bridges.
The situation in the Ruhr becomes more and more
serious as the longer the occupation lasts, the more
depleted becomes the French exchequer. This burden
has become still heavier as a consequence of the ex
tension of the occupation to the towns of Mannheim and
Karlsruhe. The impression one gathers, is that the
French public are only now realising real significance of
this policy. At first, the occupation was considered in
the light of a picnic. The lack of any material results,
coupled with the retention with the colours of soldiers
due for demobilisation, is having its effect on the mind
of the Frenchman. This has not in any way altered his
determination to break down the resistance of the Ger
mans and force them to pay their debts. On the
contrary it has stimulated his patriotism and increased
his resolution to collect his just dues. s
The war proved that such a thingas a neutral country
does not exist. These so called neutrals were divided
into two categories—those who favoured the allies and
those whose sympathies were with the Central Powers.
At present, French opinion on the British Government
is divided on this score.
A most amusing farce has recently been staged
at the Gymnase Theatre called " Les Vignes du Seigneur,"
portraying the French idea of a typical Englishman
staying as a guest with a French family.
He apparently neither speaks or understands French.
Owing to this the French family talk of their intrigues
and love affairs in his presence "Jack" takes no
notice of the French girls and spends his day playing
golf and his evenings playing patience.
In the final scene when the affairs of the family have
reached an impossible pitch, J ack proves himself not to
be so stupid as he appears, shows that he understands
French very well and finally unfastens the complicated
knots into which the various members of the family
have tied themselves, " Jack " is cheered to the echo by
the audience. A fact which is not without its signifi
cance in these troublous times.
Clothing is a question which needs careful consider
ation and should be treated in a practical manner.
Nature supplies the animal with an excellent coat. A
dog brought up in a good kennel, free from drafts, should
seldom require clothing. However, it is sometimes
advisable in cold weather, especially when the wind
is fresh, to put a coat on the dog when he comes out of
a warm kennel and is liable to be standing about or
when walking to and returning from the exercising
ground. The clothing should be light and warm. Rough
material is liable to irritate the dog and cause him to
scratch.
The feeding of the dog must have a few moments
consideration as it is an important item in the question
of training.
*
4th Instalment. The Whippet. Feeding and Housing.
This is YOUR Paper. . You therefore have a right to
criticise it. We would heartily welcome your views, in praise
or otherwise I
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Our Buffooneries.

HE surest way to lose your own health, is to keep
drinking other peoples.

BA !

The dairymaid slowly milked the goat,
And pouting, she paused to mutter:
" I wish you brute, you'd turn to milk !"
And the animal turned to " butther."

DRAGON

NT Please Watch This Space
Here is a comprehensive list of advertisers in this issue.
A similar list will be published each month in this space.
You will be doing " The Dragon " a VERY GREAT SERVICE
if you will kindly consult their advertisements in our pages
and let them be a guide to you in your shopping.
PAGE.

ANTIQUES, Etc.
BUILDER

COLD FEET.

" Do you suffer from cold feet ?" the doctor asked
the young wife.
Yes! she replied.
He promised to send her some medicine to take.
" Oh," she said nervously. " They're—not—not
mine."

MOLECULES.

" What are you studying now ?" asked Mrs. John
son.
" W e have taken up the subject of molecules,"
answered her son.
" I hope you will be very attentive and practise
constantly," said the mother. " I tried to get your
father to wear one, but he could not keep it in his eye."
A DEVASTATING DIALOGUE.
Diner (at resturant where service is slow and bad) :
" Waiter ! Have you any escargots ?"
Waiter : " Any what, sir ?"
Diner : " Snails, then."
Waiter : " Snails ? No, sir."
Diner : " H'm ! Couldn't catch 'em, I suppose."
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EXTENSION OF SERVICE.

7812146 Cpl. G. McEean, extended his service to complete 12 years.

GOOD CONDUCT BADGES.

Two:—6279031 Pte. Brice, 6281664 E/C. Pile. One:—6280347
Pte. Staniford, 6280355 Pte. Murton, 6281527 Pte. Brissenden, 6280896
Pte. Eawm, 6280897 E/C. Moore, 6280922 Drm. Hicks, 6280531 E/C.
Reed, 6280533 Pte. Taylor, 6280867 Pte. Williams, 6280879 E/C. Bassett,
6280532 Pte. Stanbridge. 6280886 Pte. Olley, 6280889 Pte. Chapman,.
6280890 Pte. Holloway, 6280899 E/C. Hughes.

SERVICE BOYS.

6279920 P. Andrews, 411923.

6280742 G. Ireland, 1321923.

TRADE TEST.

Officers.

THE BUFFS.—Et. J. Chester is seed, for service under Colonial

6279678 Pte. F. Bray, \ Passed Trade Test as Carpenters
6278563 Pte. H. Baker,/Class III., 2021923.

The 2nd Battalion.

°ffiXHRBuFFs!—Capt. H. C. T. Stronge, D.S.O., M.C., is restd. to the
estabt. (Jan. 22).
The following relinquish their temp, appts.
SPEC. APPTS., CL. FF.—Et. T. H. Keble, The Buffs (Feb. 15).
4TH BN. BUFFS.—Capt. C. J. Howell relinquishes his commn. (Aug.
19, 1922), under A.O. 166/21 as amended by A.O. 332/21, and retains

No. 6278251 Sgt. K. Cornwell, " D." Reengaged for The Buffs
to complete 21 years Colour service, 9/2/23.

rank of ^apt. t ^ ^ oem is seed, for serv. with R.C. of Sigs. (Jan. 1).
Et. H. Forwood, O.B.F., D.C.M., The Buffs, to be Co. Equipment
Off., Tank Corps (Jan. 1).
The follg. temp. appt. is made in the War Office :—
G S O 3RD GRADE.—Bt. Maj. O. H. Tidbury, M.C., Midd x R., vice
Bt. Maj. the Hon. P. G. Scarlett, M.C., The Buffs (March 10).

6281511 Pte. F. Arnold, 6281545 Pte. F. Biscoe, 7144552 Cpl. F.
Donegan, 6281192 Pte. W. Fley, 6281063 E/C. F. Grinstead, 6280529
Pte. E. G. Goodsell, 6280637 Pte W. G. Horm, 6281512 E/C. C. Hearnden
6281576 Pte. J. Eee, 6281212 E/C. W. Menpes, 6280661 Pte. G. Mills,
6281228 Pte. W. Sharp, 6281059 Pte. A. Salmons, 6281803 Pte. F*
Tyler, 6281143 Sgt. R. Waddup.

The Depot.

REENGAGEMFNTS.

The 4th Battalion.

DISCHARGES.

TRANSFERS.

DISCHARGES.

6135704 Pte. H. T. Ashford, from 5th Bn. F. Surrey Regt.
From the 385th Battery R.F.A. [T.A.):—738829 Gnr. R. S. Dunkm,
737910 Gnr. F. G. Shersby.

RFKNEISTMENTS.

Pte. T. J. Bryden, Pte. J. W. Dane, Pte. C. Homewood, Pte. R.
Masters, Pte. H. J Mills, Pte. F. G. H. Page, Pte. G. F Potts, Pte. H. S.
Richardson, Pte. R. Sherred.

6279830 E/C. F Burgess, 6281905 Pte. C. F. Buckman 6281901
Pte. R. Denton, 6281997 Pte. P. Harfleet, 6281512 Pte. C. Hearnden,
6279679 Pte. C. Rose, 6282006 Pte. F. Stevens.
Pte. C. W. Blackman, [late Eondon Rgt. T.), Pte. R. Chapman
riate R.F.A. T.), Pte. H. F. Dell [late R.F.A.), Pte. W. B. Discoe [late
The Buffs T.), Pte. W. F Fley [late Buffs T.), Pte. G. T. Honeywell
[late The Buffs), Pte. C. F. Hearnden [late The Buffs T.),_Pte._J Laker
[late Devon Rgt..), Pte. F. F Meek, late R.N.), Pte. A. W. Miles [late
Buffs T.

RECRUITS.

Pte. A. H. Adams, Pte. A. Austen, Pte. B. Adridge Pte. F. W.
Arnold [late The Buffs T.), Pte. J. Burt, Pte. E. B. Berry, Pte. E. Baker,
Pte. A. Barndon, Pte. E Bird, 6279555 Cpl. F. Bartholomew, Pte. J T.
Burnett, Pte. J. H. Clinker, Pte. J. T. Dudiey Pte W H FHH>, Pte.
R. A. Farroll, Pte. E Foster, Pte. W. D. Good, Pte. P. G. Gooding,
Pte. J. R. Harris, Pte. C. R. Hawkey, Pte. C. T. Harding, Pte. F. How
land, Pte. P. Harfleet, Pte. A. F. Hoyle, Pte. W. R. Jones Pte.'W G
Kavanagh, Pte. E Kelsey, Pte. W. W. Ker^ Pte. C Lester, Pte W.
Morewood, Pte. C. H. Maycock, Pte. J. A. Mellish, Pte. J. H. Penfold,
Pte. A. Phillips, Pte. F. W. Raddon, Pte. F. U. Stevens, Pte. W. G.
Soarks, Pte. W. Sellis, Pte. F. F. Sheppard, Pte. A. Snashall, Pte. H.
Stevens, Pte. F. O. Sullivan, Pte. P. W. Salmon, Pte ^ Savage,Pte.
J. H. Skinner, Pte. J. T. Spence, Pte. F. FSheppard, Pte A. Thorn,
Pte T F Tvler, Pte. H. J. Uden, Pte. A. W. Wilson, 6281644 Pte. J.
Waiker, Pte. R. W. F. Wilson, Pte. W. Wilkinson, Pte. T. E Watkms,
Pte. F. Williams, Pte. F. Woodhatch, Pte. A. F. Vine.

CERTIFICATES OF EDUCATION.

1st Class.

7817374 C.S.M. F. F. Eove, 6278118 Sergt. F. W. Potter.

3rd Class.

6281704 Pte. S. Stocker, 6281873 Pte. G. Fockins, 6281877 Pte. C.
Hird, 6281758 Pte. W. Miles, 6281752 Pte. F. Hanson, 6194981 Pte D.
Knight, 6281785 Pte. W. Sergeant, 6281838 Pte. C. Taylor, 6281867 Pte.
C. Fullwood, 6281854 Pte. A. Hover, 6281930 Pte. J. O Mohoney,
6281775 Pte. W. Day, 6281864 Pte. H. Phillips, 6281878 Pte. H. Brown,
6281339 Pte. P. Baker, 6281760 Pte. C. Bradford, 6281795 Pte. E Baker,
6281842 Pte. V. Handscomb, 6281839 Pte. S. Marshall, 6281856 Pte. b.
Smith, 6281890 Pte. W. Charlton, 6281929 Pte. A. Martin.

The 1st Battalion.

Appointed Paid Acting Corporal:—6279183 L/C S. Thomas.
Appointed Unpaid EanceCorporals:—6279883 G. Russell, 6281632
F. Phillipson, 6281446 C. Hunt, 6393077 J. Cook, 6281625 S. Coe,
6281636 M. Drucquer.

DRAFT FROM DEPOT.

6281624 E/C. Coe, 6281622 Pte. R. Flsley, 6281621 Pte. Cajess,
6281623 Pte. Smith, 6278634 Pte. Hudson, 6393077 E/C. Cook, 6281457
Pte. Broadbridge, 6281479 Pte. Cloake, 6281586 Pte. Bygrave 6281£45
Pte. Cooper, 6281613 Pte. Gillis, 6280267 C.Q M.S. Ransley, 6281527 pte.
Brissenden, 6281565 Pte. Back, 6281628 Pte. Pitchford 6281488 Pte.
Reveil, 6281285 Pte. Flvv, 6281470 Pte. Inge, 6280355 Pte. Murton,
6280892 Pte. Wolfe, 6281636 E/C. Drucquer, 6281629 Pte. Martm,
6281495 Pte. Brooks, 6281634 Pte. Sovico, 6448976 Sgt. Bnggs, 6281446
E/C. Hunt, 734347 Pte. Amos, 6281480 Pte. Taft, 6281515 Pte Lenton,
6281453 Pte. Foreman, 6278804 Pte. Stone, 6281632 E/C. Phillipson,
6281438 Pte. Johnson, 6281380 Pte. Marchant, 6281641 Pte. Halton
6281652 Pte. Eittle, 6281645 Pte. Ditton, 6279031 Pte. Bnce, 6280447
Pte. Staniford.

TRANSFERS.

6279893 Pte. A. R. Veuner, transferred to 3rd (King's Own) Hussars,

RECRUITS.

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.
F Newman, promoted corporal 7/3/23.
RFENGAGEMFNTS.

6280998 Pte.

6281504 Sergt. J. Burton, 6280954 Corpl. F. Obbard, 6280999 Pte.
C. V. Burton, 6280901 Cpl. F. Burchell, 6281004 Pte. A. May.

" The Dragon " Small Ads.
(For Rates apply to the Editor).

S

I D N E Y T E R R Y , E l e c t r i c a l and Mechanical
Engineer, 88 St. Dunstan's Street, Canterbury.
Electrical Installations, Bells, Telephones, Country
House Electric Lighting Plants, and complete Wireless
sets supplied. Telephone No. 19 Canterbury. Tele
grams, " Terry, Canterbury U

E

W DOWLING, 110 Northgate Street, Canterbury
,. for Antiques, Books, Pictures, Bricabrac, etc.,
good and exceptionally cheap. All goods marked in
plain figures.
Give ns a call.

F

O R DRUGS and MEDICINES of the highest
quality, at low prices, go to A. V LESTER,
CHEMIST, 3 The Borough and 5 Station Road West,
Canterbury. Full range of toilet goods.
T") PARTNER, Borough Meat Store, Canterbury.
r\<«. Telephone 309. Deal from an exService man,
who caters for the Officers' Mess, Depot. One quality
only,, the best.

D

G A R E Y Confectioner and Pastrycook. Dances
, and Socials catered for. The Dove Bakery, 115
Northgate Street, Canterbury.

C

^URE THAT CORN, by using the new remedy,
j " DIAMOND " CORN CURE. Painless, safe,
and sure I Price 1/ from A. V. LESTER, CHEMIST,
3 The Borough, and 5 Station Road West, CANTER
BURY.
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Personalia.

UR readers will join us in offering our sincerest
congratulations to His Majesty, King Christian X,
ColonelinChief of the Buffs, on the occasion of his silver
wedding which he celebrated on the 26th April.
General Sir Arthur Paget is back in England with his
health fully restored, we hope, as the result of his stay
at Cannes.
We accord a hearty welcome to the 2nd Battalion
on their arrival at Portland where we hope they may
reap a rich reward for their trying experiences of the
past few years.
The last month has seen great changes in the Regi
ment with the passing into civil life of its two command
ing officers, namely, Lt.Colonels R. McDouall and W. H.
Trevor of the 1st and 2nd Battalions respectively.
To realize how much both will be missed, one has
only to read the affectionate way in which reference
is made to them by all ranks in the battalion news
published with this number. To everything that has
been written we fully subscribe, and we wish them and
theirs the best of luck and a long life of prosperity and
happiness.
And we extend the same good wishes to Lt.Colonel
and Mrs. R. Bright whose life with the colours has also
given way to what we hope may be an equally happy
one with the Old Brigade.
Lt.Colonel R. E. Power, D.S.O., and Colonel J.
Kennedy, C.M.G., D.S.O., late of the Argyll and Suther
land Highlanders, have taken over command of the
1st and 2nd Battalions respectively. The former, of
course, we all know intimately, for has not almost
every hour of his thirty years service been actually
spent with the Regiment. So suffice it is to say that
the command of the 1st Battalion could not have been
bestowed more satisfactorily. And we feel sure it will
be the same with Colonel Kennedy. Although, at
present, unknown to most of us, his record is a brilliant
one, and has proved to be such as to justify the honour
he has gained by being offered the command of
a battalion of the Buffs. To him we extend our hearty
congratulations and a warm welcome.
It has recently been decided to publish a second
edition of the War History of the Buffs, the first of
2,000 copies being practically exhausted.
The Buffs Battle Honour Committee has now
completed its labours, and forwarded to the War office
its recommendations as to the Great War Battle Honours
the Regiment should have emblazoned on its colours,

Price Sixpence.

and have shown against its name in the Army List. The
members of this Committee were Brig.Gen. E. H.
Finch Hatton (Chairman), Captain A. B. Thom
son (1st Battalion), Major M. Beevor, (2nd Battalion),
Captain F. H. Keeler (4th Battalion), Colonel J. Body,
(5th Battalion), Lt.Col. W. A. Eaton (6th Battalion),
Bt.Lt.Col. A. L. Ransome (8th Battalion), and Maj.
Douglas Robinson (10th Battalion). On receipt of
War Office confirmation to the Committee's recom
mendations, full particulars will be published in The

Dragon.

Major E. F. Gould arrived from Constantinople
during April on H.M. Destroyer Whirlwind on three
months sick leave; he and Mrs. Gould and Master
John have gone to Paris for some weeks.
We hear that Mr. Samuel Phillips, our Crimean
veteran, is keeping fit and well, with the exception of
his old enemies Sciatica and Rhumatism and slightly
failing sight. Mr. Phillips was 86 on the 19th of March.
A correspondent writes that he recently met two
old Buffs at Sandwich : 2563 Pte. C. Bourner and
5222 Pte. G. A. Bourner; the former served in the
7th, 8th and 9th Battalions and is now a greenkeeper
at Prince's Golf Club ; the latter, formerly of the 1st
and 8th Battalions, is Hall Porter at the Guilford
Hotel.
Captain G. J. Howcroft, M.C., writes to us from
Taranaki, New Zealand, where he has settled down.
Captain and BrevetMajor P. G. Scarlett, M.C., has
been appointed Brigade Major of the 3rd Infantry
Brigade at B ordon.
Mrs. and Miss Ravenhill have gone on a long visit
to India, where they will stay in Bombay with Mrs.
Barker.
Mr. Cromby (late Colour Sergeant) is now em
ployed as timekeeper at Peter Robinson's, and we are
glad, to hear that he is looking as well and as young
as ever.
The same may be said of Mr. Elvey who is still to
be found at the top of the Piccadilly Arcade.
Captain H. Jackson's departure to East Africa has
been again postponed and he does not now expect to
get away before June.
We are glad to hear that Major R. G. A. Marriott
has been out with the hounds again this year.
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Mrs. and Miss Ingonville Williams have left Hyeres
for Italy. Prior to their departure, the latter took
part in the Toulon Tennis Tournament and won a prize
in the Ladies Doubles.
Commander and Mrs. Goff are now home from the
South of France, as also is Mrs. H. H. C. Baird who
stood the journey as well as could be hoped for after her
long and serious illness.
We hear of Colonel Findlay as having brought off
a nice little double at Newmarket recently.
Major J. Crookenden writes us from Kaduna, West
Africa, where he is having a most enjoyable tour. He is
playing a considerable amount of polo, and has been
awarded a local golf handicap of 16 by the aid of which
we shall be surprised if he does not win a few prizes.
In any case he ought to !
Whilst on the subject of golf, Maj.General Sir Guy
Bambridge, Major J. V. R. Jackson, and Captain H. H. C.
Baird were the only Buff entrants for the Army Golf
Meeting recently held at Littlestone, and at which
Major J ackson only just missed doing really well. This
is always a most enjoyable meeting as is proved by the
number of entries, there being just on 200 this year,
and perhaps next year with one Battalion at home
and the other not so far distant at Gibraltar, it may be
found possible to enter a Buff Team for the Inter
Regimental Cup.
On the next page will be found the dates of the
Depot Cricket Week, and we sincerely hope that all
Old Buffs will bear these in mind when planning their
summer holiday.
And we also draw attention to the date of the 50th
Annual Dinner of I he Dragon Club to be held at the
Trocodero Restaurant on Wednesday, June 20th, as
the O.C. Depot The Buffs will be glad to have early
intimation from those intending to be present.
On page 181, will be found particulars of a new
series of competitions introduced with this number.
If they are not of the kind as to appeal to our readers,
all we ask is a postcard telling us what they would,
like to take their place, as we feel very strongly that
" Competitions " should be an important feature of
The Dragon, even though they have invariably failed
to get home in the past. In any case we renew our appeal
to both officers and other ranks to come in with us and
make them a success.
As regards those relating to copy, drawings,
and photographs, many have already given us their
valuable assistance in this respect, and we are grateful
for it, but we are convinced there is still a deal of modesty
standing in the way of our receiving a great deal more
of the greatest value. This latter we are very anxious
to get hold of, if for no other reason than that The
Dragon cannot possibly be a success without it.
The Rev. Herbert Pen tin, Chaplain to the Forces
at Portland, has not been long in showing his interest
in the Regiment. Already he has favoured us with
an article and became a subscriber to the paper which
he intends to recommend to other civilians in Portland ;
and he tells us of the following old Buffs he has come
across in Portland, i.e., Mr. Ansell and Mr. Kemp.
From our post bag we take the following :—
" Would any of the Old Buffs of No. 14 Platoon,
2nd Buffs, care to correspond with Bill Weller of Sal
onika fame. Address 5, Beethoven Street, Queen's
Park, London."

DRAGON
An old Buff, who is still going strong, is Mr. G.
Cooper, late Sgt. 1st Battalion, and better known as
vSailor Boy. Writing from Birmingham, he tells us he
has just got a nice position as caretaker to the Midland
Iron Works. Mr. Cooper will be remembered as an
all round sportsman having been champion runner of
the 1st Battalion, and a member of both the cricket
and football teams. He still runs anyone in Birming
ham yards for years and beats them, and won a gold
medal at Cricket last year. Not so bad for one who
joined up over forty years ago.
Then another 1st Battalion Old Buff with whom we
have recently got into touch is Mr. W. Lewis (exL/Cpl.),
who writes us from Teynham asking for The Dragon
to enable him to regain and keep in touch with his old
Regiment.
And we hear of Mr. George Reynolds, an old Buff
veteran of 86, as residing in Salisbury.
During the past month we have received no less
than 23 direct subscriptions from other ranks serving
with A company of the 2nd Battalion, each of whom
we thank for their splendid support. Now this leads
us to believe there may be many others actually serving
in the Regiment who might like their Dragons sent to
them individually through the post each month instead
of awaiting the Battalion supply in bulk, or again who
might like the paper sent to their relations for safe
keeping, as let it be remembered that old Dragons
(and new ones) in after life are always a source of amuse
ment and enjoyment. Should we be right in this belief,
we take this opportunity of referring to our subscription
rates on page 149, and pointing out that The Dragon
can be sent direct from our office to any address in the
world on receipt of remittance.
C.S.M. O. Mason is another whose time with the
colours has expired this month and to whom we wish
every success in civil life. His work with The Dragon
will be much missed, as will be his general versatality
which was always so much to the fore in what perhaps
may be referred to as the social and " By the Way "
life at The Depot.
We have had the pleasure of purchasing, on behalf
of the Sergeants' Mess of the 1st Battalion the collection
of old Buffs' medals mentioned in our Personalia notes
in the March issue, with the addition of a Victory Medal
for Carnell, since acquired by the firm.
The same firm is also in possession of the Buffs'
medals mentioned below, any of which we shall be glad
to procure for anyone who would like them.
India General service medals, with one Clasp,
" Perak " for
(1) 1373 Pte. J.Butler 1/3rd Foot.
(2) 1575
„ J. Dooley
do.
(3) 1856
,, D. Moore
do.
(4) 1841
,, T. Green
do.
Sulu Medal with one clasp 1879 for
(1) 2241 Pte. J. Eves
2/3rd Foot.
(2) 1067
,, W. Gibbins
do.
India General Service, with one clasp " Relief Chitral
1895 " for 2989 Pte. F. Dedman, 1st Battalion The
Buffs.
Ditto with one clasp Punjaub Frontier 1897—98
for 4891 Pte. G. White, 1st Battalion The Buffs.
China Medal, with one Clasp Taku Forts, I860
for Richard Furby, 1st Battalion, 3rd Regiment.

THE
Mr. W. W. March, (late Corporal, " D " and " E "
Company 2nd Battalion, is we hear, now stationed in
Penang, Straits Settlements, on the Prison Staff.
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The " Mr. C. Tod " referred to in our last month's
" Personalia " writes asking us to correct an error in
his name, which we gladly do. He is really Mr. S. H.
Todd, late No. 3511, "C" Company, 1st Battalion,
and " 1H " Company, 2nd Battalion. He left the 1st
Battalion at Kamptee in 1898 and rejoined the 2nd
Battalion for South Africa in 1899, leaving them after
the War.
We hear that Messrs. Neave, Trevor and Godden
are still " going strong" at Taiping, Perak.
Congratulations to C.Q.M.S. Jones, who was specially
noted for instructional ability, at a Depot N.C.O.'s
Course at The School of Small Arms, Hythe, during
February.
Mr. Edward Keeler, late ColourSgt. the Buffs, is
about to retire to civil life after 21 years service as
clerk in the Recruiting Office, Birmingham. We wish
him the best of luck.
Captain E. Strettell, whose health is now quite
recovered, will not join the 1st Battalion until next
trooping season. In the meantime, he is posted to the
2nd Battalion at Portland.

By kind permission of the Daily Mirror, and Messrs. C. Vandyke, Ltd.

His Majesties, The King and Queen of Denmark,
who celebrated their silver wedding on April 26th.

Major H. L. Archer Houblon has returned to England
after spending the winter on his farm in Rhodesia.

AND

A GOLDEN

ONE!

Obituary.
PTE. JAMES CAIRNEY.

E sincerely regret to have to announce the death
of No. 5896855 Private James Cairney, D
Company, lstBattalion. He was only twentythree
years of age when, whilst on detachment at Ourli in
Western Thrace, he died on April 8th, 1923 from the
effect of wounds accidentally inflicted.
During the Great War the deceased served in both
the Northamptonshire Regiment and the Rifle Brigade,
doing very well in both, and on the 8th of May, 1922 he
reenlisted in The Buffs. At the Depot he played for
the football eleven and joined the 1st Battalion at
Chamlija last October. "Ever since he has been with us
he has proved himself to be one of the best of soldiers
both on and off parade and was very popular with all
those who knew him. He is a great loss to us in every
respect.

F. STONE.

It was with great regret that we heard of the fatal
accident to No. 6280292 Pte. F. Stone who was killed
in the Madeira Road, Brighton, through a motor car
accident on Saturday, April 21st. Stone was only
discharged on the 31st March this year, and his brother,
in his letter informing us of his great loss, writes :—
" It seems a strange thing that a man who had been
through the War and who, after being demobilized
joined up again for service in Ireland and then in Turkey
to meet his death in this way. He was a very moderate
man in all things and we very much deplore his death.
He helped to support his father and the blow stunned
him, and he can't seem to realise it.
My brother's company was B, 6 Platoon, 5 Section.
I should like his comrades to know of this unfortunate
occurrence.

Captain and Mrs. George Boon, who have recently
celebrated the anniversary of their Golden Wedding in
Guernsey where they are still going strong.
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The 1st Battalion.
good runners up.
was with very many
Each detachment seems to have had their own
regrets on our part that
sports meetings which will be fully recounted in their
the Commanding Officer was al
Company notes. A very successful Gymkhana was
lowed to go home for the last
held at Headquarters on March 26th due to the untiring
three weeks of the Command
efforts of Lieutenant R. T. Reid, M.C., and his Com
of his Battalion. Now he is gone
mittee.
and there has been a chance to
On March 21st General Harington passed through
look round, it is realised what an
on his way to see the Cabinet at home. A Guard of
uphill task he had to start the
Honour under Lieutenant D. C. Coates was mounted
show going after the Armistice
at the Station. The General inspected the Guard and
and bring it to its present high
then spoke to a lot of the men who were looking on while
standard of efficiency. It should
the train had to stop for the Greek Passport Control.
be remembered that nearly of the
We were glad to see Captain L. M. S. Essell back
whole of this four years has been
from his long stay in Hospital, but it is a pity that
spent under conditions approxi
Lieutenant T. H. Spear should have fallen a victim to
mating to Active Service either in
Mumps. We hope we shall shortly be seeing Captains
Ireland, Turkey or as now in
Hart and Peareth, who are reported as being on the
Greece.
High Seas.
March has shown that the
Maritza Valley can be pleasant enough if it wants to be.
The last fortnight has been as delightful as the first
BOXING.
half was unpleasant. It is surprising how quickly
An interCompany Boxing Tournament, arranged
the mud can dry up and the whole countryside become
by Lt.Col. L. W. Lucas, D.S.O., M.C., Captain N. A. H.
alive with grazing cattle or peasants ploughing their
Fox, and R.S.M. Martin in connection with the Harris
small holdings.
Shield Competition was held at Demolika on 28th and
Since the last Dragon notes the battalion has not
29th March.
moved, though there are plenty of rumours as to a
The Tournament consisted of 41 Contests, and proved
relief at the end of April. There have been many
to be the finest exhibition seen in the Battalion.
things to distract the attention from the common round
The result was " C " Company winners with 44
and trivial tasks of billet and truck life. The Harris
points, and " D " Coy. runners up with 43 points, and
Shield boxing under the careful management of Captain
" A " Coy. 31 and " B " Coy. 21.
N. A. H. Fox and the Regimental SergeantMajor was
Both the winners and runners up had four winners
an unqualified success and " C " Company well deserved
in the finals.
their hard earned victory though " D " Company were
Company Entries.
T

Fly Weight 8 0
Bantam

8'6

Feather

90

Light

99

Welter
Middle

Pte.
„
„

Cleak

7'12

—

Longhurst 8" 6
Solly
8' 6

—

D Coy.

C Coy.

B Coy.

A Coy.

Pte.
„
,,

Coleby

8' 0

Pte.
Dr.

Manders
Pointer

8" 6
8' 5

L/Cpl. Waghorn 8*5
Pte.
O'Hagan 8.3£

L/Cpl. Shaw
Pte. Wood

8*10
9 0

Johnson

8'12

Bone
Watts

9' 8
9 3£

Robbins

9' 5

,, .

L/Cpl.

Norris
Bartlett

9' 6
9' 9

10' 7

Pte.
Cpl.

Hill
Bell

912
10* 2

Lay
Hearne

10' 5
10' 7

„

Butcher
Gore

10' 5
10' 1

IP 6

Bdmn.
Cpl.

Collier
Turner

10' 8
11* 2

Davis
Stupple

11* 3
11* 4

„
,,

Lt. Heavy 12*7

Bdmn.

Rutter

11' 8

Hazell

12' 2

,,

Heavy

C.Q.M.S. Cross
Bdmn.
Marshall

Cpl. Grainger

3 Round Contests.

FlyWeights. 1st Round No Contests.
(A) K.O. Sones (D) 1st Round,
SemiFinal Cleak
(c) K.O. Wood (D) 2nd Round,
Coleby
(c) beat Cleak (A), in a well
Final
Coleby
fought, and evenly contes
ted bout.
1st Round Manders (c) beat Solly (A).
O'Hagan (D) beat Pointer (c).
Waghorn (D) Bye.
Longhurst (A) Bye.
SemiFinal Manders (c) beat O'Hagan (D).
Longhurst (A) K.O. Waghorne (D) in 2nd
Round, after some good
and hard hitting.
Manders (c) beat Longhurst (A) in a
Final
strenuous bout both fighters
going all out.
(D) beat Johnson (B).
1st Round Shaw
Feathers.
(c) K.O. Lockyer (A) 1st Round.
Wood
Shaw
(C) Bye.
(A) Bye.
Dunk

Lights.

Shaw

812
8'13£

Lockyer
Dunk

Sones
Wood

7'6
8'0

8'13

L/Cpl. Tunnadine 9'6
Pte.
Collins
9'8£
French
Baker

9'6
9'6

Cripps
1013
Goodwin 10' 9

L/Cpl. Walter
Pte. Peck

11*2
10*4

Cribben

11" 6£

Sgt.

Gibson

12T

10' 5
11* 8

Cpl.

Vale

SemiFinal Wood
Shaw
Final
Shaw
1st Round Collins

(c)
(c)
(c)
(D)

„
Kisbee
L/Cpl. Hird

Dr.
„

K.O. Shaw (D) 2nd Round.
K.O. Dunk (A) 1st Round.
K.O. Wood (c) 1st Round,
beat Bone (A) after extra

round, hi a very even fight,
with plenty of hard hitting,
Tunnadine (D) beat Robbins (B) in 2nd
Round,
Watts
(A) beat Norris (c).
Bartlett
(c) Bye.
SemiFinal Tunnadine (D) beat Collins (r>).
Bartlett
(c) beat Watts (A) in a good even
fight.
Tunnadine
(D) declared Winner. Bartlett
Final
(c) Medically unfit.
1st Round Lay
(B) K.O. Bell (A) 1st Round,
Baker
(r>) beat Hill (A).
Hearn
(B) K.O. Butcher (c) 1st Round,
French
(D) beat Gore (c) the referee
stopping the fight in 3rd
Jtound.
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Welters.

SemiFinal Lay
French

(B) beat Baker (D).
(D) beat Hearn (B) in a good
fight, the loser making a
good stand against a more
polished Boxer.
Final
French
(D) beat Lay (B) in a good hard
hitting contest.
Middles.
1st Round Peck
(D) beat Collier (A).
Stupple
(B) beat Walter (D) who retired
with injured knee in 1st
Round.
Davis
(B) K.O. Cripps (c) 1st Round.
Goodwin (c) K.O. Turner (A) 1st Round.
SemiFinal Peck
(D) K.O. Stupple (B) 1st Round.
Davis
(B) beat Goodwin (c) after extra
round.
Final
Peck
(D) beat Davis (B) in an even
bout.
LightHeavy. 1st Round No contests.
SemiFinal Gibson
(D) K.O. Cribben (c) 1st Round.
Rutter
(A) beat Hazell (B) in a hard
hitting fight.
Final
Gibson
(D) declared Winner, Rutter (A)
medically unfit.
Heavy
1st Round Kisbee
(c) K.O. Vale (D) 1st Round.
Cross
(A) K.O. Grainger (B) 1st Round.
Marshall (A) Bye.
Hird
(c) Bye.
SemiFinal Kisbee
(c) K.O. Cross (A) 1st Round.
Marshall (A) beat Hird (c) in an all out
fight.
Final
Kisbee
(c) declared winner, Marshall
medically unfit.

On the conclusion of the fights, the Commanding
Officer, Lt.Colonel R. E. Power, D.S.O., congratulated
the contestants for the excellent shows they had given,
also the individual winners and the winning team
on their success.
The Commanding Officer then thanked the officials :
(Referees), Captain N. A. H. Eox, Lieut. G. C. M. Brown,
M.C., (Judges), Lt.Col. L. W. Lucas, D.S.O., M.C.,
Captain N. G. Vertue, M.C., Lt. D. C. Coates, W. R. J.
ThorneThorne, (Ringmaster), R.S.M. H. J. Martin,
(Timekeeper) C.S.M. G. Barrell, D.C.M., and the N.C.O's
and Men of f< C " Coy. who had assisted in the various
duties, for the part they had taken in making the show
a success.
Special praise is due to Gore (C) and Hearn (B) who
both fought hard fights against Dr. French (D) and
although both received plenty of punishment made
a good fight of it, also to Bone (A) who lost after an
extra round, and to Solly and Longhurst who both
lost after good fights to Manders.

Next came the Officers' V.C. Race, the event of the day, what
splendid training the Totalizator (R.Q.M.S. Evans and Sergt. Hall)
had for Civie Life, there were five starters and Col. McDouall on Maple
Leaf was away like a shot, first to the dummy and first away again.
The dear old Colonel was a good winner by four lengths with Robson
2nd and Coates 3rd.
We next had the pleasure of seeing the Greeks in a Light Gun display,
this was a good and interesting show and the winning section were very
quick and well trained.
The Boat Race followed, and was won by the Band, the Admiral
disqualified his own boat (D Coy.) as the Cox fell out of boat, and I heard
him tell Bosun Mould to give him more instruction in seamanship.
The M.G. team all fell out of the boat and by way of punishment are now
holy stoning B Coy.'s whitewashed sleepers.
The first in the Kalmuck's Race was Dr. Komief commonly known
as " Olga Cornbeefski."
In the TugofWar final, No. 1 Team E Coy. beat D Coy. easily,
which was not to be wondered at when Bill Waters, Buster Meakin and
a few more of the hefty type were on the rope; the only absentee
was the Benbow who was training the boxing team at Domodica.
The Officers Charger Race over about five furlongs was a tight Race,
Capt.Vertue got home on Ginger by a length, closely followed by Roscoe
on the Colonel's Maple Leaf, and Chrissie third on the Tetrach.
Then the Grand Match between Col. Mcdouall on Maple Leaf, and
Col. Power on Punch, for a side stake of 10 piastres over a course of 500
miles (more or less). This was a splendid neck and neck race, won by
Col. Power by threequarters of a length, and I heard unofficially when
he receives the huge stake, he will stand us all a glass of port.
Col. Mcdouall then presented the prizes and three hearty cheers
were given for the Greeks.
In concluson a word of praise must be given to Roscoe Reid and his
committee, the R.S.M. and his willing band of workers, who made
the show a success, and last but not least the transport, who worked
very hard in getting the Messes and Canteen up to the ground thus
enabling us to have such a pleasant day.
G. C. M. B.

KENNEDYS' CAMP.
March is here and still we sojourn in the valley of the Maritza. But
we are still happy at "Kennedy's Camp, where, "InterHut" Com
petitions of every variety has become more and more conspicuous.
Early in the month, saw us armed with pots of paint, brushes and
whitewash dabbing here and dabbing there. Why all this, I asked and
was informed that a competition was being held for the best decorated
and cleanest hut.

PERRAN.

Demotik, 4/4/23.

THE GYMKHANA.
A Gymkhana was held at Kuleli Burgas on the
26th March, on the hills overlooking the Maritza, at
which both splendid sport and skill was witnessed.
The whole day was spent in the open and much
enjoyed by ourselves and the Greeks.
The opening event was Semifinal tugofwar in which No. 1 team,
E Coy. easily defeated B Coy., and D Coy. were much too strong for No.
2 team E Coy.
Next came the LewisGun Competition won by Corpl. Baker's Section
D Coy. who proved themselves very smart in coming into action, and
very good in appearance, although I hear the No. 1 was " bunk eyed,"
where the range was concerned.
This was followed by the Machine Gun Alarm Race, the competitors
had to be without boots, in bivouacs, guns stripped, and mules picketed,
on Alarm sounding, dress, pack up camp, load mules, and come into
action about 200 yards away. No. 1 Gun were the winners, and very
ably they did their job.
The Transport then came on the scene for the Driving Competition.
Ptes. Baker and Gillano proved themselves the best pair and won by
eight points.
The Kalmuck Civilian Drivers were also very good, and No. 1 team,
justly deserved the verdict accorded them.
This ended the morning's programme and we made for our railway
trucks and Lunch.
The sport restarted at 2.30 with the Open Mule Race, this being
the O.R.s "Derby." Pte. Heasman on " Spud Murphy" rode well
and finished first, closely followed by Pte. Baker on " Shud Shudder"
and our worthy Sgt. Cox on " Caterer." This race caused much
laughter, and nobody " bit the dust" although Bdsm. Moss told me, if
he had ridden, there would have been no need to bet.
B Coy. were first in the Relay, Machine Gunners second, and Band
third.

" Bufj Villa," Kennedy's Camp.
Anyhow, two days saw the camp transformed into a picture that
reminded us of the riverside at Richmond, Teddington and many
other places on the Thames. Huts were painted white, with the slates
of some black and others green. Appropriate names were appended
to the different huts—"Maritza View," "Buff Villa," "Buchanan
Bungalow'' and East View, while the officers' quarters which at present
looks like a half dressed bathing machine.is called " Buffus' Drift."
Why the name " Buffus' Drift "is on the door I have not yet been
able to ascertain, anyhow I notice nearly every officer of the Battalion
" drifts " into Kennedy's Camp at some time or other, not to view the
country I think, but you know Mr. Editor, walking over rugged country
makes one warm at times, doesn't it ?
When the painting, etc., was completed the camp presented such
a different picture, that when Col. McDouall, inspected it to judge
which was the winning hut, he could hardly realize that it was the same
place we took over six weeks' previously. The winning hut was
" Maritza View " with Buchanan Bungalow a close second.
To L/C. Wyles we are much indebted for making a shield, a splendid
piece of work, which is called " Kennedy's Camp InterHut Compe
tition Shield." This shield is presented every week to the cleanest hut.
Since its existence it has been won twice by " Maritza View " and once
by Buchanan Bungalow.
Since the weather has changed we have been able to indulge in more
sport than of late. Hockey seems to have become the favourite game
in the detachment and the cry " Llakrie up " can be heard nearly every
night. Easter was soon upon us and it was decided to hold a day's
sport on the Monday, but owing to a sudden change in the weather
we had to postpone our activities until Thursday, when a good day's
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sport was enjoyed. The day started with a Treasure Hunt, the lucky
finder being Wopper, a very lucky man. The clues were made by Sgt.
Acus who I should think would do well as a private investigator, with
Cpl. Dennis as his assistant. The only thing marring his success is the
absence of a bloodhound although Sgt. Briggs has offered to growl for
him.
There have been five InterHut Events, Running, Tugowar, etc.,
which resulted in " Buff Villa" being first and " East View" second.
The rest of the programme was made up of Open events varying from
100 yards to " Musical pegs." The Band added greatly to the success
of the afternoon. The Commanding Officer was among the spectators
and kindly consented to give the prizes.
A cinema performance concluded our first Bank Holiday spent on
the banks of the Maritza.
Rumours are prevalent that we move into a summer camp which
means dismantling our present home, an action that would be regretted
by many I'm sure, for we are all happy and comfortable here. G. W.

Things we want to know.
Who was the cook who thought an Officer was Duty bound to eat
everything that was placed before him.
Who was the Servant who let an Officer'sshirt burn in the process of
drying ?

THE SERGEANT'S MESS.
Here we are still on the Maritza, but not without hope of moving
to a more comfortable station some day. There are visions, in fact,
of being placed under canvas on the adjoining hills, which undoubtedly
in warm weather will be far more comfortable.
A recent important event in the Mess has been a special " Smoker "
on the 27 th March in honour of our Commanding Officer, who alas !
has now left us for England and whose departure all of us so deeply
regret. We had a most enjoyable evening and talent was not lacking
by any means. Everyone did their best, with the result that everybody
enjoyed themselves.
One particularly clever and amusing event which it must be said,
stood above the others because of its originality was a recitation given
by C.Q.M.S. Burt, composed by him which is reprinted with his kind
permission, and is as follows :

Yes, old and grey, but no matter
You're straight up the middle
And I believe in that old saying
A good tune on an old fiddle.
But there's one crowd who'll be glad you're going
That you're leaving this land of the Trucks
I guess you know who I mean, Sir,
You know, " Them there Ducks."
And when you get to Blighty
If you get the slightest notion
Just drop us a line and let us know
When we shall be in our new station.
But you're time hasn't been cushy in Command
And times have been a bit roughish
But you've always played the game quite straight
And been everything that's " Buffish."
Well, Sir, guess I'll be going
And I guess I'm giving no jest
When I wish you Good health and Good Luck, Sir,
Goodbye, Sir, you've been one of the best.
One smiling face is missing from our Mess here, since Toby has left
us and proceeded to take over the duties of C.S.M. of A Coy. at our
detachment at Sufli, a little nearer civilization we understand. We
wish him good luck, and congratulate him on his appointment. C. I. M.

A COMPANY.

Farewell to Col. McDouall.
Excuse me Sir, thought I'd just drop in
As I hear you're going away,
And what with all this shifting about,
I shan't have a chance another day.
Well I hope you get on well in Civvy life,
I know you'll have a good try.
Yes please, Sir, don't mind if I do
I am just a little bit dry.
So you're off on the First of April
You can guess there'll be a fuss
Yes the First of blinking April,
Guess the April Fools are us.
I remember we left you at Shorncliffe
'Cause your lady was down and out
I remember you told us you'd follow
And bring the families out.
But when we arrived in Constant
This land of the Turk and the Eire
We heard you weren't coming at all, Sir
Which filled all our hearts with fear.
'Cause we wanted you to come, Sir,
All the boys missed you, you know,
And we all missed your familiar figure
And things seemed a little bit slow.
Then we heard you were sick, Sir,
We thought of Rheumatics and gout,
But we all felt sorry for one thing
' Cause you had to pay your own fare out.
But we soon heard a different rumour
It was wrong about the gout;
For the cry of happiness went round
That the Colonel is on his way out.
But they wouldn't let you rest long, Sir,
From the Battalion you often did fade,
Yes you had to leave us often
To go and command a Brigade.
But we deemed that a great honour
And I guess I ain't no jute
When I say the Sergts. i/c of Guards
Was pleased to say " General Salute."
And do you remember Tchataldja
Those field days with a full pack
And if it isn't too cheeky to say so,
The cry was, " Follow good old Mac."
But we don't want you to leave us, Sir,
Of you we can't be denied
Just pop up to The Depot
And take on for Seven and Five.
But we're afraid its only too true, Sir,
That you're going to leave your fold
The authorities say you must go, Sir,
Because you're growing old.

"A " Coy. at Sufli.

*

The opening days of March found us still on Detachment with The
Drums and No. 12 Platoon (" C" Company), at Sufli. Early in the
month a letter, publication of which is given below, was received by
the Commanding Officer from the Mayor of Sufli, asking him to thank
the N.C.O.'s of this Detachment for the money that was handed over
to him from the N.C.O.'s Dance of February.
To the Commanding Officer of the British Forces in Thrace.
Dear Sir,
Acting in accordance with my high duty, I have the honour to express
to you my warmest affection and thanks of the inhabitants of the Sufli
Commune, and the extreme gratitude of the poor people of the town.
Also that of all those who have had the good fortune of getting help
from the money which the N.C.O.'s of your forces have very nobly
collected for the purpose.
The reception during February, as well as the concentration of your
troops, dear Sir, has filled the inhabitants with enthusiasm. The
occasion has also given opportunity to the noble sons of the sea ruling
Albion to help the importunate victims of the last ten years' struggles,
which our race has gone through by the side of the Mighty of the earth,
on behalf of justice and civilization.
I beg of you to transfer my personal thanks to all those who have
worked for this noble purpose.
I am, dear Sir,
yours faithfully,
{signed) D. TERZOUDIS,
Mayor of Sufli Commune.
Kingdom of Greece,
Commune of Sufli,
Protocol No. 366.
On the 7th inst. C.S.M. Farrow arrived to take over the duties of
C.S.M. He has since been kept very busy running weekly Whist Drives
and showing us his skill on the football field.
The Drums left us on the 15th for a short tour of duty at Kuleli
Burgas (Bn. Hd. Qrts). During their absence we had The Band down
Taking advantage of The Band's presence the N.C.O.'s held a Second
Dance for the benefit of the Poor of Sufli on Saint Patrick's night. This
also proved a great success.
Just prior to the departure of The Band a Boxmg Tournament
was held so that a team could be selected to fight for the Company for
points towards the Harris Shield. We found that we had several good
men, but could only manage third place when the fight to count towards
the Harris Shield took place at Demotika. Nevertheless we are still
confident that we will win that coveted Shield this year.
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What is the meaning of (Immediate Action)—Is it a new magazine ?
Have we lost the MUD for good.
Are Sergeants to have chargers in the near future, or is an M.I. Coy.
being formed ?

D COMPANY.

*1
yjy . O wCOrtjJ. OtA/ou vjtAjvO.
The Inter Platoon Football Eeague had to be put aside, owing to
the ground being flooded, until Good Friday. Since then we have been
able to play quite a number of games and Nos. 3 and 2 Platoons are
leading with six points each. The match between these two platoons
has yet to be played off.
With the expiration of Col. McDouall's tour as Battalion Commander,
a general change round in commands has taken place; Eieut. Col.
R. E. Power is now Commanding Officer with Eieut.Col. E. W. Eucas,
secondincommand. This leaves Captain E M. S. Essell as O.C. A
Company, and as Eieut. Spear has been admitted to hospital, we have
only Eieut. W. B. Griffith here to assist our Company Commander.
There has been great talk of an early move to Battalion Headquarters
going the rounds lately. The reason given is that Sufli is loaded with
disease during the Summer months. Still whatever happens, " Why
Worry " when we have an A.D.M.S. here on Detachment with us.

Things we should like to know.

Are Trotsky and Bolshie in partnership, or any way related.
Is it true that the recent silence of Ding Dong was due to pains in
the arms ?
Who spends all his time at Sufli watching for bluebottles to come
out of the ground and what does he do with them when they emerge ?

B COMPANY.

April 1st (" All Fools' Day ") finds us still on the Maritza. During
the month the river has been overflowing its banks, covering our football
ground with water and making nearly all sport next to impossible. But
lucky for us we have now another football ground due chiefly to the
energy of the Battalion Sports officer.
During the month the Boxing for the Harris Shield has taken place
in which the Company did very well indeed considering the number of
competitors. The following entered the ring for their company : Ptes
Davis, Eay,Heame, Hazel, Robbins, Johnson, W. C. Stupple Although
none of the above were winners in their weights, Eay and Davis did
exceedingly well to get into the finals.
The Battalion Gymkana, reported in full elsewhere, was much
appreciated by everyone. Mule Races, Boat Races, Relay Races, and
Officers' Races were held. "B" Company taking first place in the
Relay Race. It was asplendid show, admirably arranged, and everyone
enjoyed themselves.
Rumour hath it, that the Battalion is to move into the Chanak
District on the 23rd April. Well, its all the nearer to Gib. anyway.
The last draft from the Depot has brought us a couple of useful
fellows in the sporting line, Ptes. Cloak who can take his place in the
Company Concert Party, and Pte. Eenton who is a very useful forward
in the football team and should be playing for the Battalion next year.
We played " C" in the Harris Shield at football, to whom we un
fortunately lost 3—0, but we have the satisfaction of knowing we lost to
a much stronger team. But still when we get properly on our feet
" C " watch us, watch for the Sky Blue that represents the height we
shall be in next year's Harris Shield.
BUXON.

C COMPANY.

This month we have had several visits from other Companies for
football,—and !! !. But we managed to hold our own as the following
scores will show, C v D—81, Cv A—11; CDB—00; but, the band
spoilt our record by beating us by 40.
Our chief topic this month is the Harris Shield Boxing Tournament
which, luckily for us, took place at our Billet here. And an excellent
Show it was, in which the present " Champion Coy." managed to gain
the coveted two points with a score of 44 points, " D " Coy. being a
good second with 43. The full results will be found elsewhere.
On the following Saturday we gave an excellent dinner to our Boxing
team, followed by a Concert and dance. At the former, Bdmsm. Moss
of course gave us his wonderful " Ruski" song and was encored to the
echo. Several of the band came down from H.Qrs. and we thank them
very much, and also Cpl. Meakin, who gave us a Slight impersonation
of " Paderrooski."
The day before the boxing we were very much surprised to get a visit
from our ' C.O." Col. McDouall, who gave us a speech to the effect
that he was saying goodbye to us and so we must wish him every
success and good luck in the future. Cheerio Sir.

Things we want to know.

If the Spring Balance EG. is issued for the C.Q.M.S. to weigh Officers'
Rations ?

Our own football ground being under water, the interplatoon foot
ball competition has been held at Kouleli Bourges, and are very pleased
to say that No. 14 and 16 platoons have reached the semifinals.
The company football team went to Demotika on the 17th to play
" C " Company, the game was a good one, but we refrain from stating
the score.
On the 21st all the company turned out to cheer General Sir Charles
Harrington who was passing on his way to U.K.
On Monday, 25th, a Gymkhana was held and we are very pleased
to say the Skipper won the officers' Race on H.M.S. Ginger which glided
safely into port without a roll. We congratulate Cpl. Baker and his
section on winning the Eewis Gun Competition. The company Tugo
war team lost in the Finals to No. 2 team of E Coy. who proved a bit too
hefty.
The following represented the Coy. in the Harris Shield Boxing :
Sgt. Gibson, E/C. Tunnadine, Dmr. French and Pte. Peck, all of whom
won their fights, the others who took part are Dmr. Wood, Ptes. Sones
Collins, Cpl. Vale, Dmr. Baker, E/C. Walters, Pte. Shaw, E/C. Waghorn,
and Pte. O'Hagan.
We were all sorry to lose Col. McDouall who passed through on the
Orient Express and as a mark of appreciation all ranks of the Company
turned out and sang. During the train's short stay, we were sure the
strains of " Old Pal" and " He's a jolly good fellow " could be heard for
miles round, even the Detachment at Ourli turned out and cheered.

Things we want to know.

Who won the Booby prize at the Whist drive on the 20th and what
did he do with it.
What happened on the practice Relay.
Why does D Coy. Howl in the Morning. (Because the Owl Howls
at night).
P. P.

E COY. (MACHINE GUN).

During the past month we have been paying great attention to
sports as well as our Gun duties, and on hearing that Col. McDouall
was going to present medals for the winning platoon we put our hearts
into this football competition.
We played No. 8 platoon in the first round and ran out winners by
70. Eeading 30 at the interval, E/C. Shaw put us another goal to
the good by scoring with a tremendous shot from just over the half way
line, and later Ptes. Marshall and Belcher increased our lead to six.
Our final goal was scored by E/C. Shaw from a nice centre from the wing.
Against the Band No. 1 section, which was unable to turn out at full
strength lost a hard fought game by the only goal of the game.
On the 30th we played the details and won by a wellearned victory
of 110 but owing to a disagreement this match had to be replayed
and we again won by a 40 victory. So look out the Band and D Coy.
for we have a football team.
We much regret the departure of Col. McDouall whose loss will be so
deeply felt by all in the Battalion. We all wish him a happy time with
his family in England.
The Battalion Sports were held at Kouleli Bourges, and but again
we M.G.'s showed some fine form. In the relay event we got second place,
B Coy. coming first.
Our Relay team consists of E/C. Shaw, Ptes. Paul, Hadlow and
Beck, the latter being rather a fast sprinter, as many of B Coy. may
have known when he was with them in Fermoy.
The next event being the Mule team race in which we came first,
the first man home being E/C. Heasman who we all thought was an ex
service jockey by the way he rode his mule home to victory.
The boat race event we absolutely threw away by all making sure we
were home when we all fell over but only, half our Boat was past the
winning post thus giving the Band the first place. The prizes were then
presented by Colonel McDouall. In our next month's notes we hope to
announce us winning the medals for the Platoon football competition.

Things we want to know.

Who was the man who said his girl wore oblong skirts ?
Does Colonel McDouall miss duck shooting on the Maritza ?
Who was the Officer who gave eyes right left when passing the sentry
after returning from church parade ?

THE BAND.

H.B.

Very little sport has been possible in the last three months, owing to
Maritza waters wanting more land than allotted to them.
We are all sorry to lose Colonel McDouall to whom we said goodbye
on Good Friday. We wish him every happiness in civilian life.
A week or so of the last month has been spent with the detachments
at Sufli and Demotica. We regret we were unable to give A Coy. a
game of football, their ground being under water, but we were in luck
with C Coy., or was it bad luck ? anyway we shall have no difficulty in
climbing the Rock of Gibraltar when we eventually arrive there.

Football.

Our match v C ended in a fournil victory for us, but the score
somewhat flatters us as it was a brilliant game. Jones won the toss and
put our opponents to face a glaring sun before a record " gate " (Casey).
Play was evenly contested with no score in the first half. " C " Coy.
fell away after the breather and Eee opened our scoring, Eewis netted
number two following a splendid initial movement by Fray, who by the
way played the best game I have seen him play, he has apparently
found his billet at righthalf. Jones and Eewis obtained the third and
fourth goals respectively. Our team played splendidly together but our
opponents were unlucky to lose by four clean goals.
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1s t B a t t a I io n — Continued.
In ourmatch versus the R.E., played on Good Friday, we won by
five goals to two, scorers :—Eee (2), Eewis, White and Brooks.
In the InterPlatoon knockout competition we entered two teams
"A" team lost to 14 platoon in the first round by two goals to one.
" B " team have reached the semifinal by defeating 5 platoon (four
nil) and " B " team M.G.'s in the first two rounds.

Boxing.

Boy Smith put up a splendid show in winning the novices boys over
130 lbs. held at Constantinople as did Boy Vincent our other boy repre
sentative. The following is an extract from the Orient News concerning
the latter :—" It would be useless to attempt to name any particular
fight in the Novices Competition as all were fought in the right spirit
and every man a trier, but the pluck of the " BUFFS" " Giant," Boy
VINCENT, whose weight is only 85 lbs. and who fought against boys in
the 110 lbs. competition, is worthy of all praise, hehaving to give over
25 lbs. away. He won his first fight and was eventually beaten in the
Semi Final. If he can put on weight, he will certainly shake a few boys
up in the near future."
Bds. Marshall and Rutter reached the final of the Harris Shield
boxing.
C. W.

The Past and Present Association.

D

URING the past month things have progressed
steadily, and many of the " Old 'n's " have seen
that they do not fall out of the running. We were
pleased to hear from " Charlie Crumby " at Norwood,
and to note that all was well with him.
Great credit is due to both C.S.M.'s and C.Q.M.S.'s
of the Depot Companies for raising such a large number
of new members. " A " raised so many, that it was
necessary to order 200 more badges for them. " B "
Company is now trying to outdo them.

DATES TO REMEMBER.

The year is passing on, and very soon we shall have
Cricket Week here. Don't forget to have your holidays
then so that you may come. Above all, remember
the dates :—
18th—26th August.
All that can be done for visiting members will be
done. Experience teaches. This year we hope to have
perfect arrangements, perfect weather
in fact,
perfection all round.
For the first time since the War, we shall have some
of the 2nd Battalion, at this the great event of the year.
We know that as many as can be spared to attend will
turn up. They will find a welcome for them. It is
regretted that the 1st Battalion cannot send members,
but that cannot be avoided. Anyhow, it is hoped that
all of the old brigade will attend, and renew old friend
ships, fight over old battles and assist in giving the
old, old, toasts, in the same old manner. (Thanks to
the budget it will not be so costly this year, as far as the
" toasting is concerned.") As soon as the full pro
gramme is available, it will appear in The Dragon in
due course.
Any that require badges or any other information
should write to the Depot. They will be promptly
satisfied.

T

Buffs' Benevolent Fund.

HE Secretary would like to draw the attention
of readers of The Dragon to the following facts.
There are two vacancies in the Buffs Cottage homes,
and the Secretary, Buffs Benevolent Fund, Depot the
Buffs will be pleased to receive the names of applicants
together with particulars of service and pension in order
to be able to place them before the committee for selec
tion.
The homes are furnished and consist of parlour,
two bedrooms, kitchen and scullery and small garden.

JOBS WANTED.

A large number of letters have been received asking
for assistance. In the majority of cases, work is wanted.
It would be very helpful if readers with any kind of
job to offer, would communicate with the Secretary,
who could then put them in touch with suitable appli
cants.

Great War Medals.
Over 14 Millions issued.
QOME idea of the immense amount of work involved
and already accomplished in the distribution of the
Medals and other decorations awarded for service in the
Great War may be gathered from the fact that since
issues commenced early in 1919, more than
360,000 1914 Stars;
145,000 Clasps to the 1914 Star ;
1,780,000 191415 Stars;
4,700,000 British War Medals ; and
4,550,000 Victory Medals
have been engraved and issued to Officers and Nurses
and to the various Record Offices for Rank and File.
In addition to these issues over
220,000 191415 Stars
600,000 British War Medals, and
450,000 Victory Medals
have been sent in bulk to the Dominions, while
110,000 British War Medals (Bronze)
have been engraved and issued for personnel of Native
Labour Corps.
The following issues have also been made in respect
of gallant and meritorious service during the Great War—
over 41,000 Military Crosses,
33,000 Distinguished Conduct Medals,
,, 129,000 Military Medals,
29,000 Meritorious Service Medals,
,, 126,000 Emblems to those Mentioned in
Despatches.
Furthermore, 1,150,000 Silver War Badges have been
issued to individuals who were discharged from the
service on account of wounds or sickness.
Compared with the issue of the relatively small
number of medals awarded for the South African War,
and having regard to the steady reduction of the staff
of the Medal Branch of the War Office during the past two
years to less than half its original strength, this progress
has been remarkable. The failure of many thousands
of men to keep the Record Offices informed as to their
proper addresses, has occasioned endless difficulty in
effecting the distribution of both Stars and Medals to
individuals, and practically every day fresh records
have still to be made of men who cannot be traced
of their repeated changes of residence. Belated and
doubtful claims have also to be dealt with, and in the end,
a final scrutiny of the Medal Rolls will have to be taken.
Meantime the distribution of the Long Service Medals,
the Territorial Efficiency Medal and the various war
medals for military operations unconnected with the
Great War is being maintained. The number of such
medals engraved and issued during and since the war is
over 23,000 Long Service Medals, 30,700 Territorial
Efficiency Medals, 24,500 Territorial War Medals and
20,000 war and other medals (of forty different descrip
tions), together with 74,000 Clasps ; also 12,500 India
General Service Medals for service in Afghanistan
and on the Frontiers of India in 191921. Arrange
ments are well advanced for the issue of the General
Service Medal.
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Colonels of the Buffs.
No. 21. Lieut.General Thomas Hall.

Colonel of The Buffs, 17861809.


(continued).

SINCE

writing
the first half
of
this
article,
the writer has ac
quired a few pages
from an old. Scrap
Book, relating to
the
Buffs
and
amongst them has
found the follow
ing account of
General
Hall's
career, taken from
Battle of Talavera, 27th July 1809.
'' Histories
and
" Establishments of Regiments " (page 440) :—
" I f it has not been the good fortune of General
" Hall to be sent on any expedition which might have
" attached eclat to his name, he is nevertheless esteemed
" a very valuable officer. His opinion is particularly
" taken on any alterations to be made in the duties of
" camp and parade. He was among the MajorGeneral's
" chosen during the late war for a reviewing General."
The article then gives the dates of his commissions as
a fieldofficer and ends with a description of the uniform
in use at the time. For officers this was " Silver lace,
buff waistcoat and breeches ; breast plate, plain silver
ground, with a Griffin embossed ; motto, Veteri Fron
descit honore." Privates wore " buff facings, white
lace with yellow, black and red .stripes."
In 1803, war having again broken out, the establish
ment of the regiment was again augmented to two
battalions, and at the end of the year the first battalion
embarked from J ersey for Ireland, followed a few months
later by the second. The second battalion, however,
only stayed there a few months before being sent to
Guernsey, where it remained until 1807. Finally,
on the 24th December, 1815, the second battalion was
disbanded at Hythe, having transferred to the first
battalion, then in Paris, the whole of its men who were
fit for active service.
Meanwhile, the first battalion, in November, 1805,
left Ireland for the continent, but before it had time to
engage in any action of importance, peace WAS signed
between France and Austria, following the defeat of
the latter at Austerlitz on the 2nd December. The
first battalion then returned to England and was quar
tered in Kent, whence in December, 1806, it marched to
London and having embarked in boats at Paddington
proceeded by canal to Liverpool and from that port to
Ireland. In the summer of 1807, the battalion embarked
at Cork for America, but was afterwards placed under
command of General Beresford and proceeded to the
Portugese Island of Madeira which surrendered to him.
The Buffs were landed on Christmas Day and remained
there nearly eight months.
In August, 1808, the first battalion embarked for
Portugal to join the body of troops, under EieutGeneral
Sir Arthur Wellesley, which had gone to the aid of
that country and soon proved triumphant; in fact the
convention of Cintra was signed whilst the Buffs were
at sea. From Eisbon the regiment, under command
of Eieut.Colonel Blunt, was sent to take part in the
expedition in aid of Spain and was placed under the
orders of Sir J ohn Moore ; it remained at Ciudad Rodri
go, with the exception of the grenadier company which
accompanied Sir J ohn Moore, took part in his operations
and distinguished itself at the battle of Corunna (16th
January, 1809). This company afterwards embarked
and returned to England. The rest of the battalion
retired in February, 1809, from the frontiers of Portugal
to Lisbon.
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During April, 1809, General Sir Arthur Wellesley
took command of the army, which had meanwhile
advanced to Obidos.
From this place, after several
marches and unperceived by the French, the force arrived
at the river Douro on the 12th of May, in the vicinity
of Oporto. The Buffs, under Lieut.General Paget,
were the first across the river and carried out their
hazardous task with the greatest success—making the
passage in boats holding about 25 men. For their
gallantry on this occasion royal permission was given
to have the word " Douro " inscribed on their colours,
a distinction shared by only three other regiments.
The Buffs were subsequently engaged in the pursuit
of Marshal Soult's army through the mountainous
districts of Portugal, and advancing into Spain were
engaged at the Battle of Talavera (27th July, 1809),
where they lost their commanding officer and suffered
heavy casualties. The behaviour of the regiment
procured them the honour of having the word " Tala
vera " inscribed on their colours. Referring to this
battle Cannon says :—" The British infantry sustained
" and repulsed the furious and repeated attacks made
" by very superior numbers of Napoleon's veteran
" legions, with a firmness
and resolution which gave
" undeniable proof of the innate valour of British

Albuhera, 16th May, 1811.
THE DEFENCE OF THE KING'S COLOUR BY LIEUT.
LATHAM.
Up Albuhera's gory hills,
The gallant Buffs advance ;
With steady nerve and iron will
'Gainst the veteran host of France.
Brave Walsh the color tightly grasps,
And nobly struggles on ;
Alas ! he falls ! his hand unclasps ;
The colours,' all but gone.
But forward gallant Latham springs,
And waves it in the van ;
Whil'st o'er the field of battle rings
Loud cheers for this brave man.
But see those horsemen speeding past,
The colour to surround ;
And Latham maimed, and bleeding fast,
Is beaten to the ground.
Now up and struggling on again,
The colour waving high,
And spite of wounds he doth exclaim,
I'll save the flag or die.
From off the staff, the silk in strands,
He tears mid'st the battle's roar,
Fainting, he saves from the foeman's hands,
The flag of his gallant corps.

SHEEPSKIN.

Pensions and a Misapprehension.
The Ministry of Pensions desire to correct a misapprehension which
is causing much unnecessary correspondence and which has arisen
from the publication of an inaccurate summary of a reply to a question
in Parliament. In several journals it was stated that on the 19th in
stant the Minister of Pensions in reply to Mr. T. Williams said that
"all exservice men whose injuries were received in 1915, 191b, 1917
and 1918 had now been awarded or were about to be awarded perman
ent pensions." Major Tryon's statement was that " the great majority
of all cases of injury in which pension has been current for four years
or more have either received final awards or are about to be considered
for final awards."
,,
,
The making of a final award does not necessarily mean the award
of a permanent pension. For instance, a large number of exservice
men have recovered from slight injuries and have already been fully
compensated by the payment of temporary pension, gratuity, or final
weekly allowance.
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The 2nd Battalion.

O

FAREWELL INSPECTION.

N 2nd March, the Battalion
was inspected by Major
General Scott, C.B., C.I.E.,
D.S.O., General Officer Com
manding the Aden Brigade.
The Battalion formed up in
line, facing the saluting base,
and, after the G.O.C. had
inspected the ranks, took up
position ready to march past.
On completion of the march
past, position was taken up
forming three sides of a square,
and the General gave his fare
well speech.
He
complimented
the
Battalion
on
their
smart
appearance and good work
during the trying heat of the
Summer, and towards the conclusion of his speech he
alluded to the pending departure of our Colonel from
the Regiment, after so many years of distinguished
service in it.
Our Colonel has won the love and respect of all those
who have had the pleasure of serving under him, and
his saying " goodbye " can only be likened to a Father
saying farewell to his family.
If I am not mistaken the word of command given
by the Colonel immediately after the G.O.C.'s speech,
was one of the hardest he has ever had to give. Even
in the ranks, one experienced a queer feeling in the
throat. The time comes sooner or later for all of us
to unharness, but the meaning of it is not appreciated
until we are " right up against it," and then it is indeed
hard not to show deep emotion at the thought of all
one is about to leave behind.
On the completion of the address by the General,
the troops returned to Barracks feeling that " services
rendered " had been appreciated by one who is a keen
judge.
After breakfast, the General inspected the Qr.Mr.
Stores, at the finish of which, he called R.S.M. Andrews
aside, and spoke to him on topics connected with the
Battalion, which he had noted throughout the previous
year. Amongst other things, he said " Although you
only have a few men now, compared with the number
when I made my last inspection, I can see you have
an excellent foundation left, to build up another Battn.
worthy of your distinguished Regiment. Your Arm
Drill reminds me of Sandhurst; and is worthy of praise,"
and then he added—
" The Men appeared as one when Colonel Trevor
gave his commands," (if this catches the eye of our
Colonel, we wish him to know that every Officer, W.O.,
N.C.O. and Man of the Battalion always pay a tribute
to his word of command.) " Many a Commanding
Officer would be envious of a Battalion like yours because
of that fine finish
in armdrill."
After a few more pleasing remarks the General shook
hands with our R.S.M. and immediately left for Aden
Head Quarters. It is understood the General goes to
India for a short period, but hopes to be back in time
to come aboard, and see us off.
One Old Soldier in the Sergeants' Mess, at breakfast
time, said " well if any man couldn't hear the Colonel
this mornin on p'rade 'e wants to go sick with his
ears, and have em dug art." This Sir, is a compliment
from the " other ranks."
" A.B. 70."

THE SERGEANTS' MESS.

" Gnaw the bone which has fallen to thy lot." Well the one that
has been issued to us, is to the effect that we do not leave here until
the first week in April. All our " bones " appertaining to moves seem

to be flavoured with that war time sauce :—" Glorious Uncertainty,"
which proves that " between the cradle and the coffin all is uncertain."
So that's that. Since, three interesting events have taken place out
this way, i.e., the G.O.C.'s farewell inspection, Our Farewell Ball, and
a fancy dress sixaside football match between the members; each
of these I have dealt with separately, and will be found under their
respective headings in the 2nd Battalion news.

Personal.
C.S.M.'s Cook and Simon paid a visit to ShumShum, and quite
a number of field glasses were levelled to its giddy heights. They
returned safely, but "Badger" expressed disappointment that no
elephants could be shot up there. "John" I believe, in testing the
echo (for which ShumShum is famous) used rather strong language
not having much wind to spare.
The weather isgetting warmer, so warm in fact that the Band Master
has purchased another suit of Whites.
Our "Jazz" band for the boat is nearly organized, but a few
vacancies exist for "Artists" on the " Combdepaper," applicants
please apply to Professor Deeks, R.A.M. ("Really Awful Music").
I can see serious competition arising on the boat, and at Portland
between the Band Master and Deeks.
Sergeant Wilkins, our Caterer is putting on weight, but gets better
looking, as business is brisk. They do say he is contemplating " taking
unto himself a Wife " on arrival home. A word in your ear, Sergeant
Wilkins, you won't be able to go to the pictures so often Then !
Sergeant Cornwell is still waiting for a passage to India, to join the
I.O.D.
Members were delighted to hear from dear old ' Avent (S.I. Red
shaw), he is going along A.I., and we hope to read something of His
in "The Dragon" soon.
Before closing these notes, the sympathy of all Members is extended
to Sgt. O'Dell who has recently suffered the loss of a sister.
"A.B. 70."

SixaSide Football Match, Fancy Dress.
On the 25th February, we held a match as above (they do say we
should have all been burnt), but as a matter of fact 18 members actually
took part in the game.
It was witnessed by a large audience of all ranks, and was thoroughly
enjoyed. The following is a list of members taking part, and whom thej7
represented :—
R.S.M. Andrews (Uncle Sam), C.S.M. Simon (Coal Black Mammy),
C.Q.M.S. Slender (Native Waiter Bearer), C.Q.M.S. Sayer (JezeBell),
C.Q.M.S. Tong (League of Nations), Sgt. Howard (KluKluxKlan),
Sgt. Dowse {Irish Highlander), Sgt. Whittingham (P.C. Lightfoot),
Sgt. Smith {White Eyed Kaffir), Sgt. Hook (The Sihnt Musician),
Bnd/Sgt. Barsotti (A Summer Bug), Cook Sgt. Webb {Old Bill), S.Dr.
O'Dell {Somali), Sgt. Bigg {Burlington Bert), Sgt. Dennis {Zulu Chief),
Sgt. Stewart {Stexvartio Le Cavalier), Sgt. Cornwell {V.A.D.), C.S.M.
Upson {Lipton's Sausage Man), C.Q.M.S. Ambrose {Referee, Normal).
But who won, I have been trying to discover for :—
The Sausage Man from Lipton's
Was chased by KluKluxKlan
Who sought his blood for sellng
Black Pudding—which they ban,
And
A Highlander from Ireland
Whose nose was very red
Got off with " Coal Black Mammy "
" Oh ! H
1," was all he said.
Then
Uncle Sam he felt his feet
A V.A.D. he courted sweet
But somethng snapped—suspenders broke!
She shispered " Sam ! Oh ! get my cloak ! !"
But
The Musician that was silent
Played to the Summer Bug
Whose bite is so unpleasant.
When you do the " Bunny Hug."
So
The Man in Blue named Light Foot
Whose feet were Big—size ten !
Chased JezeBell of Aden
For winking at young men.
Though
The Whiteeyed Kaffir and Burlington Bert
Do not drink beer that's a cert,
But one got his eye blacked, the other a jab
From Zulu Chief " Crank Handle " he's quite a lad.
Now
The Native Waiter was a bearer too
Who guessed it was Jimmy were very few
Till the sun beat down and he got hot
And his face resembled a big grease spot
Which
Alarmed Stewards le Cavalier
Who then lashed out and bought a beer
He cut up rough and dashed about
And drew his sword with a horrble leer.
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He
Found Buster Somali
" In the Ice Chest"
Who bellowed " Retreat I
I'll give you best!"
Finally
The League of Nations
Told Old Bill
Of a Better 'Ole
Just down the hill
But all he said
With artful wink
" You'll want me back
When yer in the sink !''
The Referee was kept busy giving penalties to couples "square
pushing" whilst the game was in progress. Some of his penalties
could not be complied with in all cases, such as standing on one's head
front roll, etc. I heard "Coal Black Mammy" say, when penalized
" nothin doin darling," and JezeBell remarked that "the referee
was a forward young man for his age."
One of the onlookers stated, when Uncle Sam was escorting the
V.A.D. (and telling her the tale Sh !) " Blimey I never thought it was
in 'im."
The game was concluded by forming a ring round Lipton's Sausage
Man, to whom we sung, but after a while we faded away, one by one,
leaving him sole occupant of the field singing to the " heavens."
He may still be singing.

Farewell Ball.

The night of the 28th February (and to the majority, the early hours
of the 1st March) will be remembered by all those who were present at
the Sergeants' Farewell Ball. It was the most enjoyable time we have
had since being out East this trip.
The dancing commenced about 8.30 p.m. and continued until 2.30
a.m. the following morning. There was a large attendance, and judging
by the remarks of the guests, both Military and Civilian, it was one of
the best events Aden has produced.
Major General Scott, C.B., C.I.E, D.S.O., and his Staff attended,
also Lt.Col. Trevor, D.S.O., Bt.Lt.Col. Potter, D.S.O., and all the
Officers of the Battalion.
With the dancing in full swing (during which the G.O.C. and Colonel
danced continually) the scene was one not easily forgotten. The
" Whites " of the Military, with the Medals and Decorations glistening,
mingled with the various colours worn by the ladies, presented a picture
which carried one back to prewar days, when Reds, etc. were the full
dress.
At about 1.30 a.m. the Sergeants, led by the R.S.M., adopted " Shock
Tactics," and captured the General, and Colonel, hoisting them on their
shoulders. To the tune of " They are jolly good fellows" they were
carried twice round the Hall, and then lowered. A speech was demanded
first from the General, then the Colonel,
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The G.O.C. expressed his pleasure at the honour accorded him, by
being carried shoulder high by the Sergeants of the 2nd Battalion,
The Buffs, saying it was the first time that such a tribute had been
paid him, and he appreciated the fact deeply. He then shook hands
with each W.O. and N.C.O., wishing him the best of luck.
The Colonel in answer to Sgt. Wilkins (who on behalf of us all, asked
for just a " tweenytinyspeech ") said ' come round here all of you !—
now Sh !
(Silence)
" Good Night All!"
But we would have none of it, and cut off his retreat to the door,
and on order being obtained, the Colonel said '' it has been mentioned
tonight that I have 31 years' service, but I feel now, that it is only
31 minutes "
Cheers, and such cheers, too ! as We divided,and wished
our Colonel " Good Morning."
During the evening amusing incidents occurred, one of which I tell.
A Naval Officer, one of the old school, asked a Sergeant "if his Wife
was dancing." The Sergeant replied " that he did not have the pleasure
of the Lady's acquaintance.'' '' Well—the Officer said—" she is wearing
something that comes over the shoulders (he described the dress by
moving his hands) and erer, its got leaves all over it !"—"No Sir,
I regret I have not seen her." Officer departs, and returns during the
interval, informing the Sergeant in a tragic whisper "sorry, but those
leaves are Peacocks, no wonder you had not seen her."
(Fair Lady ! please hand your Hubby, before going to a dance a
complete detailed description of yourself as it is unfair to expect him to
describe you otherwise.)
This brief account of our dance cannot close without thanking Sgt.
Ricketts, and helpers, on behalf of the Members, for the hard work put
in, thus making the dance a huge success, and Sgt. Barsotti who so ably
conducted the Band, the time of the various dances being splendid.
Thanks are also due to Cpl. Standing who so kindly decorated the
walls of the Gymnasium, this, combined with the numerous flags pre
sented a pleasing sight to the eye.

Farewell Aden.

Its' round the corner
To the sea that's red.
Find it warmer
But no ones' "fed."
Through the Suez
Along the "Sea "
Passing Gib—
The Bay of Biscay.
We cut across
To " Hampton South'
Spot Old England
With heart in mouth.
Then !
Down the gangway
Am't it grand !
To be in Blighty
Play the Band !!

Sergeants Mess, 2nd Battalion The Buffs.

"A.B. 70."

(Photo taken on the occassion of the departure of Lt. Col. W. H. Trevor, D.S.O.)
Names reading from left to right.
Back Row: SGT.PR. GOLDFINCH, D.C.M., L/SGT. LISTON, SGT. LARKIN, FAWCETT, SIG.SGT. HAMBLIN, M.S.M., SGT. FREEMAN,
L/SGT. SMITH, SGT. JOY, BD.SGT. BARSOTTI.

Third Row: L/SGT. SIDWELL, M.M., SERGEANTS HOOK, BLACKMAN, RICKETS, DENNIS, D.C.M., Ross, M.M., POTTER, WARNER, WILKINSF
HOLLIS, WHITTINGHAM.

Second Row: SGT. DOWSE, M.M. M.S.M. WEBB, SGT.DR. O'DELL, SGT. MANNERING, STEWART, A/Q.M.S. AMBROSE, M.S.M., C.Q.M.S. SAYER,

C.Q.M.S. TONG, SGT. HOWARD, M.M., CORNWELL, BIGG, D.C.M., BUXTON, M.M.
Front Row: C.S.M. UPSON, VINCER, D.C.M. M.M., R.Q.M.S. INGS, M.S.M., R.S.M. ANDREWS, D.C.M., LT. and AGDT. R. B. SANDILANDS
M.C., COL. W. H. TREVOR, D.S.O., MAJOR BT.LT. COL. H. B. POTTER (Acting 2nd in Command), BD. MTR. HEWITT,
C.S.M.'s. COOK, SIMON, C.Q.M.S. SLENDER, M.S.M.
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D COMPANY.
Everyone is busy packing and news is short. Sergt. Cornwell has
left us to join the I.A.O.C. at Ferozepore, and we wish him the best of
luck.
Our congratulations to Corpls. Amos, Letts, Martin, Vye, and Wass,
on being given their second stripe.
On March 16th a lorry was hired to enable the Company to go to
Sheik Othman, to see the United Services play the Eastern Telegraph
Company at Rugger, and we had the pleasure of seeing Mr. Cartwright
score the only try of the match.
Sergt. Sidwell, Corpl. Farr, L/Corpl. Jewell, L/Corpl. Tutt, L/Corpl.
Wade and Bandsman Day have all been playing regularly for the Regi
mental Football Team. A good foundation this—for the Company side.
Much new Hockey talent is being discovered, thanks to the energies
of Corpl. Pack, and Pte. Lee. Simmons has the makings of a really
good player, although a spinning ball has been known to bring him to
the verge of hysterics on at least one occasion ! ! !!
The Dental Surgeon has been busy on the teeth of our C.S.M. and
C.Q.M.S. for the last month, until at last they had only one tooth left
between them. This does not mean to suggest that their bark is worse
than their bite.
Next month we hope to write to you from Blighty.
DON.

THE M.G. SECTION.
Since last writing we have still been keeping up our reputation as
a crack football team. We have played Lt. Lister's team twice. The
first game was a draw 22. White scoring our two goals and C.S.M.
Vincer scoring for our opponents. In the second game we won 20.
Atkins and Whitescoring for us. We played C Company and beat them
40. Our opponents seem determined to beat us somehow as challenges
are pouring in from all sides. Let 'em all come, we are prepared to take
on all challenges.
The Section is having a photo taken this week, and we hope room
may be found for this in The Dragon.
At present we are just waiting for news to pack up, but no doubt we
shall have plenty to write about when we have settled down at Portland.

Things we want to know.
Who was the " Herne Bay Irishman " who celebrated St. Patrick's
Day and does he remember it.
Will Sgt. Dennis ever lose his nickname of " Danker."
Who is the budding International footballer in the Section who only
plays in charity matches, and why is it that Rockbunder does not do
hevesman now ?
. Was Old Bean of the Signals too good to play for his team in the
Corporals' six a side matches.
What is Tenderfoot going to do now that he has lost his prize blood
hound ? Has it by any chance strayed into the mule lines ?

To Cricket.
(From a Fireside in early May).
Q FIAPP Y game, on which we shivering place
Hopes which no icy blast can freeze,
Though we draw nearer to the fire's embrace
And listen to the shrill wind in the trees.
Be not too confident to lure us hence
From hearths which hold poor memory's pretence
Of green and white and sound of willow's drive,
But give again Sun's warmth—and let us live.
J.ong days of battling 'neath a friendly sky
With runs to get and bowling hard to place,
And, 'stead of poor bare branches leaves which stir
To breezes which give tired bowler's grace.
*

*

*

*

To you of all the loves we faltering cherish
Can I retain the faith I early plighted ;
A11 others, waxing for a space, soon perish
As each new shrine with votive flame is lighted.
But in your thrall I tend the fires that burn,
Whence without pleading I get sure return ;
No Winter's absence from you dulls the fire,
And o f your constancy I cannot tire.
For little tokens such as last year's gloves,
Or bats with which I fondly tried to score,
Serves but to shew your place in all my loves
And kindling, make me yearn for you the more.
S.J.F.M

The Garrison Church, Portland.

a

lHE Garrison Church of S. Peter is situated in the
district of Portland still known by the semi
sacred name of " The Grove." This district in pre
Christian times was the chief centre of the vigorous
Pagan worship on the Island. In preReformation
days the land on which the Church was built belonged
at one time to the Dominican Order, popularly known
as the " Black Friars." The present Church is built
in the Byzantine type of architecture, after the designs
of MajorGeneral Sir Edmund Du Cane, K.C.B., R.E.,
of the War Office.
It is built of Portland stone, the gift of the Lords of
the Admiralty, and the work was undertaken and
completed by the convicts of Portland Prison. The
Church cost £8,000 and is capable of seating 700 people.
It is cruciform in shape, and consists of apsidal chancel,
nave, transepts, vestry, and turret containing one
bell; there is a porch at the westend, and another
doorway in the north transept for the troops of the
Garrison to enter.
The tradition is that the stone pulpit and lectern
were carved by Irish Fenians, and the font by a gang
of East End forgers in the Prison. The delicately
carved litanydesk was executed by a convict, C. W.
Brown, who had not hesitated to carve his name thereon.
The nine coloured windows in the chancel are mostly
memorial gifts. The three central lights represent the
Crucifixion, with the Blessed Virgin and S. John on
either side. The window nearest the Verne Citadel
portrays, very appropriately, a soldier, the centurion at
Capernaum ; and the window nearest the old Prison
(now a Borstal Institution) shows a Prison Officer, the
Philippian jailor. Other windows have the figures of
S. Peter with his keys and S. Paul with a sword ; and
a representation of the institution of the two great
Sacraments. There is also a stained circular angel
window, of nine lights at the westend of the Church.
The black and'white mosaic flooring in the Sanc
tuary and porch is a facsimile of the pavement in the
Palace of the Caesars at Rome. The tradition is that
this was the work of Constance Kent, a prisoner at
Woking Prsion, and that the tesserae, carefully planned
and numbered, were sent to Portland and placed in
position by the convicts ; it is said that some of her
mosaic work also appears in S. Paul's Cathedral. The
reredos consisting of four beautifully coloured mosaic
panels representing the Four Evangelists is the work of
A. Capello. The curious almsdish is a combination of
Algiers metal work and carved oak from Wells Cathedral.
The processional cross is the work of a Prison Officer
and was given " in memory of those fallen in the War."
The Australian colours in the chancel were presented
by the Officers, N.C.O.'s and Men of the Australian
Imperial Forces stationed at Portland during the War ;
and the silver chalice and paten used at the Communion
service was given by the Officers of the 2nd Royal
Inniskilling Fusiliers, the immediate predecessors of the
Buffs at the Verne Citadel.
The Sunday services at the Garrison Church are :—
Holy Communion at 8 a.m., Parade Service at 11 a.m.,
and Choral Evensong at 6.30

HERBERT PENTIN,
Garrison Chaplain.

Soldiers' Debit Balances.
By an amendment to the Pay Warrant it is provided that where
a soldier's account shows a debit balance, any compulsory allotment or
compulsort stoppage which is in issue will cease cr be reduced by such an
amount as will enable the debt to be cleared within three months
Where both compulsory allotment and compulsory stoppages are in
issue, onlv the compulsory stoppage will be reduced unless this is in
sufficient in itself to liquidate the debt within three months, m which
case the compulsory allotment will also be reduced to such an amount
as will liquidate the debt within that period.

THE

Regimental Golf Meeting.
Dear vSir,
Nothing appears to have materialized from your
proposals as to an annual golf meeting and that is, I
think, a pity. I cannot help thinking that it would
be an extremely pleasant affair and that all that is needed
is someone to run it.
Relieved for the moment from the cares attending
the production of the Regimental History, I am going
to volunteer to organize the meeting myself and, if
I receive any measure of support and encouragement,
shall take immediate action. In order, however, to
evolve a suitable scheme, I shall first make a few broad
suggestions on which I should be very glad to have
the criticisms of any of your readers who are interested.
(1) At the first meeting, for the success of which
I must perforce accept responsibility, I should suggest
that those taking part should appoint a committee to
run future meetings.
(2) I suggest that the meetings be held at St.
George's Golf Club, Sandwich, and for three reasons :—
(a) because it is near Canterbury ; (b) because it is one
of the best links in England, and (c) because several
officers at the Depot and two or three others are mem
bers. I have written to the Secretary to ask whether
the Committee would allow us the courtesy of the green.
(3) I feel that, if a considerable number of officers
enter, as I hope will be the case, they cannot, with all
the good will in the world on the part of the Depot,
be accommodated in barracks at Canterbury. On
that point, however, the officer commanding the Depot
may have something to say. But at any rate, at a
distance of 15 miles, it would not be so easy to play
two rounds in absolute comfort, as it would be if most
of us were on the spot. The Guilford Hotel, on the
beach at Sandwich, within a stone's throw of the sea,
has just been reopened. I stayed there a fortnight
ago and have never been more comfortable. I have
no doubt that the management would quote special
terms for us, and have written to ask.
(4) As regards the date, I should propose to give
at least six weeks notice and should have regard to the
convenience of the 2nd Battalion and the Depot. It
seems clear that the meeting cannot take place on a
Saturday or Sunday. I have no particular date in
my mind's eye, unless it were the 2nd and 3rd August,
the Thursday and Friday immediately before the
Cricket Week.
(5) I should propose the following programme :—
competitors would arrive the first day in time for lunch
and in the afternoon would play against bogey, under
handicap. The next morning would be Medal play and
in the afternoon bogey foursomes, both under handicap.
I should not propose, on this occasion, to have a Past
versus Present match, because of the difficulty of arrang
ing equal numbers and partly, perhaps, because, being
on halfpay, I am not sure to which category I belong.
I ought, I think, to apologise to your readers for
putting myself forward in this way and I am quite sure
I ought to apologise to you for taking up so much of
your space.
I am, Sir,
Yours faithfully,
F. W. TOMLINSON,
Naval and Military Club,
94 Piccadilly.

Major.

Picture Framing and Art Depot.
B. & W. FISKMOORE,
Canterbury.
Tel. 337.
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Births, Deaths and Marriages.
BIRTHS.
Bailey.—At St. Stephen's Road, Canterbury, on Friday,
April 13th, the wife of R. A. Bailey (late Sgt., 4th
Battalion) a son.
Beasley.—At Canterbury, on 6th April, 1923, the wife
of 6278341 L/Sergt. W. H. Beasley, a son (Wallace
Melden).
Donald.—At Saffron Walden on March 17th, the wife of
Capt. S. B. Donald, late The Buffs, a daughter.
Kingsford.—On the 7th April, at Oast Garden, Canter
bury, the wife of Major G. M. Kingsford, late 4th
Battalion the Buffs, a daughter.
DEATHS.
Stone.—At Brighton, on 21st April, as the result of a
motor ear accident, F. Stone, late No. 6280292 Pte.
B Coy., 1st Battalion The Buffs.
Cairney.—At Kuleli Burgas, Thrace, on 8th April,
1923, 5876855 James Cairney, 1st Battalion The
Buffs, as a result of an accident.
Olive.—At Ash, at the early age of 23 years of
tuberculosis, Harry Stephen W.Olive, late the Buffs.
MARRIAGE.
A pretty and interesting event took place at River
Parish Church, at 1.30 p.m., 19th April, 1923, when
Winifred Lilian, the youngest daughter of Major and
Mrs. F. W. Foster was married to George Frederick
Robinson Varty. The bride looked charming in a cream
charmuese dress with georgette panels, embroidered with
pearls. She carried a white shower bouquet.
Miss D. M. Foster acted as bridesmaid, and was
dressed in a golden brown satin grenadine dress, with
hat to match, and carried a shower bouquet of pink
carnations. The duties of best man were carried out by
Mr. A. Varty, brother of the bridegroom, and, by special
request, the Rev. Guiness, C.F., performed the ceremony.
A reception was afterwards held at " Sandymount,"
River, where a large number of guests, including many
of the Regiment, assembled.
The presents were numerous and useful, and included
a silver tea service and salver, from Military Jubilee
Masonic Lodge, Dover ; a china tea service and glass
from the firm of the bridegroom, etc., etc.
The honeymoon is being spent at Bournemouth,
after which the pair will take up residence at Lewisham.
During the latewar Mr. Varty was for some time
attached to the Depot for duty, and some may remember
him.
The catering at the reception was carried out in an
admirable manner by Long, of Canterbury.

Better Training of Recruits.
A more complete and adequate system of training recruits for the
Regular Army is to be introduced at the depots of the Infantry of the
Line ; and in order to facilitate the arrangements necessary for this
training, the infantry depots (except those of single battalion regiments)
are to be reorganised. The reorganisation, which will begin to take
effect on Monday next and will be completed by the end of June, will
have in view (1) the adoption of such a syllabus and period of training
as will permit of the completion of the individual recruit training at the
regimental depots and of recruits receiving such elementary collective
training as will fit them to take their places in a platoon of a battalion
serving at home ; (2) the provision of a nucleus to provide the machinery
for the training of reinforcements during war.
Normally, the appointment of personnel of all ranks for a tour of
duty with infantry depots will be for a term of three years. Officers
for duty with infantry depots will be specially selected by battalion
commanders, subject to the approval of the commander of the area in
which the depot is situated.

Reduced Ration Allowance.
The ordinary daily rate of allowance in lieu of rations for officers
and other ranks serving at home will, for the quarter commencing 1st
April next, be reduced from 1/8 to 1/7.

THE
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Hygiene in Barracks.
" THE FEY."
(By Capt. J. E. Enright, late The Buffs, Member of the
Institute of Hygiene).

G

ET out of it ! " exclaims Smith as he flicks the fly
from off his face in a moment of desperation :
" the
flies are a
nuisance. Of course, its enough
to make one use bad language. Have you not noticed
on a warm day how the villains swarm about one's face :
what a pleasure they are on a stiff route march : they
have no pity for anyone suffering from fatigue or thirst,
but the sweat of a soldier's brow is to the fly like a drink
of water from an oasis in a dessert.
Even the animals are not excluded from attack.
Notice the Cow on a warm day making frantic efforts
to drive off the pests that are annoying her whilst the
horse may be observed rubbing his hind quarters against
a tree and using his tail in a ferocious manner. Truly,
the fly has been from the beginning of the world a pest to
mankind and an abomination to animals. It is a prolific
carrier of dangerous infectious diseases and has been the
cause of far more deaths than can be imagined. I
once heard it remarked that if the fly could be exter
minated the death rate would fall by 50%. Even if
a swarm of flies at a particular time are not actually
carrying the germs of infection, the perpetual irritation
set up and annoyance has a marked effect on the
vitality and renders a person a more ready prey for the
infection when it does come along.

MURDERERS OF MANKIND.

It is only a few years since the Barrack room was an
ideal abode for these murderers of mankind. Our
thanks are due to the efforts of the Royal Army Medical
Authorities, ably supported by all ranks, for making
the Barrack room and its environments so much more
comfortable from the Hygienic point of view than it
was formerly. Compare the days when on opening the
lid of a soldier's box one found it a combined wardrobe
and larder : the remains of the day's ration of bread
would be resting peacefully on top of a leftoff greyback
whilst the atom of butter would probably have deposited
itself with the pinka or soap. The eating, drinking
and sleeping in one room not only caused grease laden
floors but attracted the pests that otherwise would have
remained away. Today the soldier with his separate
dining hall, places for storage of food, and more hygienic
methods of handling the food has not the same constant
danger from infection by flies and verily he might
exclaim " for all small mercies let us be truly thankful."

HOW THEY ARE BRED.

The female fly lays from 100 to 150 eggs in one
batch, and during a lifetime lays in all about six batches :
she particularly likes organic matter that is fairly warm
and moist such as horse manure, stable litter, etc., and if
this is not available will select the next best thing, e.g.
decomposing refuse or unclean kitchens. The eggs take,
on an average 15 hours to hatch into the " Larve " or
maggot form : then follows what is known as the
" Pupa " stage and finally the full grown adult fly.

THEIR MOBILITY.

The fly is the dirtiest creature on earth : born
and bred in filth, it lives throughout its life in filth.
It will not feed directly upon solid matter but first ex
cretes and mixes the excreta with the food before partak
ing of it. This is only one method of passing on to
human beings the germs of disease through contamination
of the food supply. It must also be remembered that the
fly is a very mobile creature : one moment it will be
walking over dung or other organic matter and the next
will find it walking over one's food, hence carrying
infection by the feet.

The outbreak of Enteric Fever at Bloemfontein
during the South African War would have been a
matter had there been no flies to contend with. The
start of the infection was limited to those troops with
insufficient resistive powers, who drank on the march
across country the water from the dirty slimecovered
stagnant ponds which more often than not were further
contaminated with the carcase of a decomposing horse
or bullock. Once the disease got a hold flies carried the
germs all over the camps.

THEIR PREVENTION.
The diseases directly traced to the fly as a carrier
are Cholera, Typhoid, Dysentery and Summer Diarrhoea,
whilst many others are suspected. To prevent the
multiplication of these creatures stringent preventative
measures are necessary :—
(1) Avoid horse manure or other organic matter being
deposited close to barrack rooms, dwellings, or
in open uncovered dumps. If possible, there
should be erected alongside stables proper
receptacles for the manure which should be
emptied and cleansed daily.
(2) All latrines, W.C.'s, drainage gullys, etc., should
be properly cleansed with a good disinfectant
at least once a week. It might be expecting too
much to suggest that in all latrines automatic
flushing tanks should be provided.
(3) Refuse bins and swill tubs must have tight fitting
lids : The Swill tub is an abomination not to
be tolerated in modern barracks where proper
receptacles for waste cooked foodstuffs should
be provided.
(4) All foodstuffs either in the canteen or cookhouse
should be properly stored and articles such
as sugar, meat, milk, and jam must be protected
by muslin covers.
(5) Air inlets to larders should be screened to prevent
the entry of flies, but not to prevent the entry of
fresh air : Muslin may be used but must be
kept clean.
(6) Cooking utensils must be kept perfectly clean :
also kitchens, cookhouses and barracks generally.

AND THEIR SLAUGHTER.
To kill the flies that are infesting the barracks the
following is recommended :—

Formalin Solution1 fluid ounce of 40% formalin ; i ounce of
sugar ; £ pint of lime water.
Make up to one pint with water and distribute about m shallow
vessels.
„
,
^ J ,1
Sprazonne Fly Solution :—£ pint of milk and water ; 2 tablespoon
fuls of Sprazonne solution.
Mix above and distribute about in shallow vessels with a small
piece of bread in each. The flies settle on the bread and automatically
swallow the solution.
Chemical Sprays:—To be effective the spray must be of such a
strength to Kill the flies without causing injury to man by inhalation.
Given this ideal a chemical spray would be quite good.
Fumigation :—If for say one room is most effective : the difficulty
is that flies are all over the place and as soon as one room has been fumi
gated other flies immediately enter.
Fly Papers:—Certainly destroy many flies throughout the country
but should not be hung directly over food or placed inside larders. The
flies very often wriggle off or fall amongst the food. *
It will be appreciated that to be of any real benefit a fly attack
should be made over a large area at one time : every married quarter,
barrack room, and mess must have its solution distributed. The fly
must at all times be looked upon as an enemy of man and the slogan
" Kill that Fly" be on the lips of every member of the communty.

B. &. W. FISKIVIOORE,
High Class Photographers,
Canterbury.
Tel. 337.
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BING'S
MINERAL WATERS
As supplied to the leading families of the
neighbourhood, the Officers' Messes, and the
principal Hotels and Clubs
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FINN'S STORES o/EESIS?
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Sergeants' and Corporals' Messes of The Buffs

E.

JARRETT

32 PALACE STREET, CANTERBURY
Greengrocer, Fruiterer,
and Potato Merchant
Families waited on daily
E stablished

OVER 40 YEARS.

ST. LAWRENCE LAUNDRY CO. LTD.
OLD DOVER ROAD
CANTERBURY
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Portland, Weymouth & District.
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F. W. FULLER, F.A.I.

61 St. Thomas Street
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TELEPHONE 107

ESTABLISHED 1841

" NINNBS,^

GIBBS & SONS
General

printers

42 & 43 PALACE STREET
CANTERBURY
BOOK and CATALOGUE WORK.
TYPE

SET

BY

ESTIMATES

MACHINERY
GIVEN

Established over 120 Years

H. & G. SIMONDS, Ltd.
Brewers, Wine & Spirit Merchants

READING

THE TAMAR

and
BREWERY, DEVONPORT

Under same control and Management:—

MACKESON & Co., Ltd., SOUTH BERKS BREWERY Co., Ltd..
Hythe, Kent.
Newbury.
Unrivalled facilities for the Supply of NAVAL, MILITARY
and AIR FORCE CANTEENS and MESSES

Branch Stores and Offices
ALDERSHOT (MilitaryBranch)
Farnborough Street, Farn
borough, Hants.
BRIGHTON — 4 Castle Square,
FARNBOROUGH — (and for
Royal Military and Staff
Colleges, Sandhurst) — Farn
borough Street, Farnborough,
Hants.
HASTINGS—51 Robertson St.
LONDON—32 York Road, Lam
beth, S.E. 1.
LUDGERSHALL — and for
Andover and Salisbury Plain)
—Tidworth Road.
OXFORD—30 Queen Street and
1 Cowley Road.
PLYMOUTHThe Tamar Brew
ery, Devonport, and 6 The
Octagon, Union Street, Ply
mouth (for Exeter & Western
District.
PORTSMOUTH—(and for Gos
port, Isle of Wight, Southern
District and Channel Islands—
33 Marmion Road, Southsea;
and 69 Hyde Park Road,
Southsea.
[Stores.
iALISBURYFisherton Brewery

SHORNCLIFFE (and for Dover,
Sandgate and South Eastern
District) Mackeson&Co., Ltd.,
The Brewery, Hythe, Kent.
SLOUGH (and for Halton Camp,
Windsor, Egham, Datchet,
etc.)—High Street, Slough,
SWANSEA—43 Orchard Street.
WOKING—(and for Chertsey,
W e yb r i d g e ,
Walton  o n 
Thames, Cobham, Guildford,
Bisley Camp, etc.) 88 Chert
sey Road.
WOOLWICH—(and for Colch
ester, Chatham, Sheerness,
Shoeburyness and Warley)—
51 Artillery Place, S.E., 18.
DUBLIN—41 Wellington Quay,
MALTA—311 Strada Reale and
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 Right
Marina, Valetta.
GIBRALTAR—Alameda.
BRUSSELS — 2325, Rue des
Ateliers, BruxellesMaritime,
Bruxelles.
EGYPT, SOUDAN, PALES
TINE — Agent: Mr. J. B.
Caffari, Military Contractor,
Cairo.

B. NINNES
& DESIGNER
64, 66, 68 HIGH STREET
HYTHE, KENT
I&EDCTCCTSF

W. SAMSON

NEWSAGENT and TOBACCONIST
PERIODICALS

DELIVERED.

9 THE BORO', CANTERBURY.

WILLIAM LEFEVRE, LTD.
Call attention to their departments for
HOUSEHOLD LINEN, DRAPERY,
FURNITURE, FLOOR COVERINGS,
BEDSTEADS and BEDDING
AND

COSTUMES, BLOUSES, MILLINERY
AND

Everything for Ladies' & Children's wear
There is a larger variety at lower
prices to be seen in the shops and
windows of William Lefevre, Ltd. in
Guildhall Street and Sun Street.
All prices are invariably the keenest
in the district and the courtesy and
attention given to customers by our
excellent staff make shopping here a
pleasure

Patterns, Quotations and Estimates are gladly sent
to enquirers. Carriage is paid on all goods and post
orders have very careful attention

LTD

WILLIAM LEFEVRE,
Guildhall & Sun St., Canterbury
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London, that is to say the part of London
ROYAL
which is usually en fete, thoroughly en
WE;DDING. joyed its Gala week. Special dances,

dinners and gaiety of all sorts were arranged.
There is something strangely magnetic about a wedding
but a Royal Alliance gets right hold of our people, and
nothing could have been more spontaneous than the
affection shown for the happy couple.
*

*

*

*

THE
Such occasions are a godsend to the
SOUVENIR Souvenir Manufacturers and Sellers. A
SELLER.
Procession, whether concerned with Birth,

Marriage or Death or The Boat Race or
anything which draws a crowd, is a golden opportunity
to those who produce crude representations, in the
form of paper handkerchiefs, of the central figures in
the Bvent, and " official " programmes which are
usually more amusing than accurate.
*

*

*

*

THE ROW
IN THE
HOUSE.

The recent ' scene ' in The House of Com
mons which resulted in the suspension
of business by The Speaker was by no
means the first occasion upon which the
nation's representatives have given way to their feelings
in a manner not usually considered Parliamentary,
but it must be remembered that in a place so solemn
and so Cathedrallike in its dimness and architecture
a very small noise easily becomes a ' row.' The clapping
of hands is not permitted in The House and only verbal
approval is considered Parliamentary.
*

*

*

*

A

I paid a visit the other day, in an entirely
MEETING, unofficial capacity, to The Old Bailey,
the scene of many celebrated Criminal
Trials. During the hearing of a case in No. 1 Court,
I was amazed to see a familiar figure acting as guardian
of the prisoner in the Dock. When the latter proceeded
to the Witness Box to give evidence on his own behalf
he was accompanied thither by late CompanySergeant
Major J. Saunders, who will be remembered by many
old Second Battalion men, especially by those who were
in " D " Company in the Macedonian days. At the
adjournment of the Court, I was able to have a word
with ' Cabby ' who is now on the Prison Staff at Brixton
Prison. He told me that he is the proud father of
a small girl not yet a year old and that he was doing
well in his new work.
*

A

*

*

*

Talking of C.S.M. Saunders recalls to my
mind an incident of Struma days that is
worth retelling.
The Battalion was outside BarakliDzuma, ' D '
Company being in possession of the trench near Sandy
Nullah. " In January, 1917, if I remember rightly,
we " demonstrated " before Ferdy, the trench which
' B ' Company raided so successfully in December,
1916, and our demonstration was productive a morning
or so later of two amazingly disreputable Bulgar de
serters who feared evidently a repetition of activity.
They were nearly finished by the listening post out in
Sandy Nullah but reached Company headquarters
safely. We all stood round while Captain Guy Tyrrell
interrogated them and marvelled at their scent and the

MEMORY,

length of their hair. After we had taken buttons
and their rifles as souvenirs, Captain Tyrrell turned
to C.S.M. Saunders and said " Well, SergeantMajor,
what do you think of ' em ?" " Hum," replied Saunders
" I should think we shot their regimental barber last
December, Sir."
*

*

*

*

THE CUP
FINAL.

On Saturday last all the Footballloving
world rushed to Wembley where, in the
new Stadium which forms part of the
Great British Bmpire Bxhibition of 1924, they saw
West Ham beaten by Bolton Wanderers for the much
coveted Cup. Pandemonium prevailed. Motor buses
overturned. The Red Cross was swamped. 30,000
over and above those for whom accommodation was
available rushed the ground. Play was interrupted
by the crowd, but with it all the Britisher's boasted
good humour prevailed, and the welcome given the
King by the 200,000 present will never be forgotten.
*
*
*
*
BNTER
Cricket has already made its appearance
KING
not only at The Oval and on Club grounds
WILLOW, where practice is being enthusiastically
indulged in, but also in the Parks and odd
pieces of grass all over London.
Bvery year ' gloom merchants ' prophesy a decline
in the popularity of the Greatest of Games, but although
strange pastimes come and go, and even allowing for
the enormous increase in racing enthusiasts, Cricket
still remains The Bnglishman's most Bnglish game.
Money has not utterly swamped it as in the case of the
Winter Game, and it is usually played for the ' fun of
the thing.' There is no outstanding attraction this
year and, except for the visit of a West Indian Team for
a short tour, the County Championship and Test Trial
Matches will be the feature.
*

*

*

*

BEER.

Hats off to those members of the House
of Commons, who are keeping a very
careful watch on the quality of future beer supplies
now that the brewing industry has to bear a portion
of the loss of revenue caused by the drop in price of
a penny a pint. Mr. Jack Jones of Silverton is one of
these, and his view on the matter is that there is not as
much as a song and dance in a gallon of much of the
stuff at present supplied !
*

*

*

*

ARTIFICIAL In London, and no doubt throughout the
LIMBS. country generally, one still comes across

a considerable number of pensioners who
have lost a leg being dragged down by wearing an
artificial one of the obsolete and heavy wooden type.
This is indeed a pity, as any legless pensioner, who is
handicapped in his activity or occupation on account
of an unsatisfactory artificial leg, now has the right to
demand one of the New Desoutter duralumin type, and
in no instance where this type has been supplied has it
received anything but unstinted praise.
You really must get a copy of the War History
of The Buffs. Write IVIajor F. W. Tomlinson,
2 Cavendish Square, London, W.
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The Canteen Saint.
(With acknowledgments to Punch).
r~PHE

General's lady was the cause of all the trouble.
A
I suppose she must have felt an urge all of a sudden
for the betterment of the lot of the common soldier. What
ever moved her, she one day intimated to our Colonel
that she intended to visit our regimental institute during
business hours.
. _
Of course we set to and worked out a scientific
scheme of eyewash for the dear lady. Leaving nothing
to chance, we detailed various men to various occupa
tions. Thus, Private Jenks, of C Company, a quiet
studious lad, was to be in the recreationroom writing
a letter to his mother. If questioned by the General's
lady, he was to say that he wrote home at least once
every week, and found the public pennibs most con
ducive to correspondence, thank yon kindly.
Two clean and decent youths of B were to be playing
a polite game of billiards, with a decorous little party
looking on and applauding gently at intervals. A
couple of selected others were to be deep in draughts,
and a further pair in chess—two rather highbrow
Wesleyans being chosen for the CAPABLANCA touch.
Men were to be reading the newspapers (leading
articles and LOVAT FRASER'S italics). A band boy was
to be surprised in the act of taking out Pilgrim's Pro
gress from the regimental library. At the grocery bar
there would be a group buying praiseworthy things
like soap and brass polish.
But we kept our star turn for the wet canteen, for
the General's lady, you must know, plays a very strong
game of Pussyfooter. Our picked performer here was
one Mullins—a prewar relic, who from long experience
knows by heart the intricate scale of fines for drunken
ness. Then why Mullins ?
Because a fortnight ago Mullins had once again
signed the pledge. The minimum duration of a Mullins
pledge has been proved to be one month. We therefore
computed that the General's lady would catch Mullins
at the zenith of his bout of sobriety. Mullins assured
us that she should.
This was the notion :—Mullins should be at the bar,
sipping something soft and sweet and definitely teetotal.
On arrival the distinguished visitor was to be led straight
to the reformed inebriate. This would not be difficult,
for Mullins is a fine fellow with what you might call a
canteen presence. He was to relate his story of shame
and repentance, whereat the General's lady, according
to plan, was to be suffused by a glow of gratitude for
a soul saved, and the regiment was to pouch the credit
for the salvation.
Now I come to the day.
All went beautifully until the procession reached the
wet canteen. Oh, yes, Mullins was there, sober and
tidy, one of about a score of patrons, but somewhat
isolated, by arrangement. The General's lady was
quite easily led to the regenerate.
" D o you find this place comfortable ? " she inquired.
"Yes, Ma'am; thank you Ma'am," said Mullins;
then piously introducing his scheduled motif, " More
comfortable than I used to, praise Gawd!"
The reminiscent afterthought engaged Mrs. General s
curiosity at once. Quickly she wrung from Mullins
a rapid review of his sinful past and sinless present.
I must say Mullins surpassed himself. Only the lantern
slides were lacking.
" And what do you drink now ? asked the General s
lady, fussing over Mullins like a motherhen over a
prodigal chick.
" Ginger ale's me strongest, Ma am.
" Is that your glass ?"
" It is, Ma'am."
It was indeed his second glass, and was as yet un
touched.

Fanaticism and dignity fought a brief battleJinfthe
breast of the General's lady. Fanaticism won. L
" Then I will drink to your health," she proclaimed.,
"and to your continued constancy to your noble pledge.
And before Mullins could decide about stopping her
she had seized the glass and drunk well and truly.
I hardly like to describe what followed. The General s
lady made four terrible grimaces, then dropped the glass
containing the unclean thing. It fell to the floor with
a crash. The General charged to her side.
" Ginger ale !" she shrieked. " It is not ginger ale.
What is it, George ?" (" George
is the General).
The General went down on allfours and sniffed
round like a spaniel on the matting. It was no ordinary
spectacle.
" M y dear," he said rising slowly,
keep calm,
I implore vou. I am very much distressed to that
is—in fact/1 am greatly afraid it is beer."
" Beer !" wailed the lady. " And I swallowed some .
I have broken my pledge. Take my arm, George ;
I must be drunk !"
.
We were spared the sight of her intoxication, tor the
General led her into the open air, and so away from our
polluted lines—never, I think, to return.
*

*

*

*

Mullins was most contrite about it all. He ex
plained that he was bound to " liquor up, as he put
it, so as to get nerve enough for
telling the tale.
Quite reasonably, he added that he never dreamed the
General's lady would so demean herself as to Put her
lips to the glass of a common soldier. As for the taste
of the stuff, he argued, there was not so much difference
as all that between ginger ale and canteen beer now
adays. And anyway he too had broken his pledge m
a good cause.
,


The Colonel confessed that he could discover no
section of the Army Act under which Mullins might
be crimed He reminded us (and himself) that what
is tolerable mouthwash may he darned poor eyewash.
And finally he declared that the wet canteen was the
soldier's castle, and intruders—especially sociological
females (only he didn't say sociological)—must expect
to get what they got.
Between ourselves, " if those lips could only speak
(as the song says), I think, George, the General might
express much the same opinion.

Motor Morals in Japan.

T

HE following rules for motorists have been evolved
in Japan (says the " Singapore Free Press )
for the guidance of tourists :
v
" At the rise of the hand of the honourable police
man stop with rapidness greatly. Do not pass him or
otherwise disrespect him.
.
*1 *i_
" When a passenger of foot hove m sight tootle the
horn trumpet melodiously at first.
If he still obstacles
vour passage tootle him with large vigour and express
bv word of the mouth a warning
Hi, hi.
" Beware of the wandering sow that he shall not take
fright as you pass him. Do not explode the exhaust
noise box at him. Go smoothly by
.
,
" Give space to the festive dog that makes playsport
in the roadway. Avoid entanglement of the dog with
your
on the greaSe mud, as there lurks
the skiddv demon. Press the brake of the foot smoothly
as you roll around the corner and save collapse and
tie up.
,,
" Thank you honourably.

(Sunday Observer).

Broadcast our Subscription Rates, and try and
get us a few listeners in.
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Mutt and Jeff.

Listeners never hear any good of themselves.

The Army Encyclopaedia (Continued).
COMPILED BY PROFESSOR NUTTALLTHARE.

originated from the sound made by the mentor when the
occasion arises in which the raw recruit is in need of a
little advice.

QUARTERMASTER  SERGEANT (Regimental —
A man who wears a crown and a worried expression.
RAPID FIRE.—An exercise in musketry in which
any atmospheric wind prevalent at the moment is
augmented by that of the human temperamental variety
in the participants.
Very much in favour amongst economists, as payment
of Proficiency Pay in the aggregate are by this means
very much reduced, and in addition some tons of paste
and paper are saved each year which would otherwise
be used for patching up shot holes in targets.
RATIONS.—Otherwise " GRUB," from the grubby
condition of those engaged in preparing them for con
sumption.
Originally consisting of two little spuds and a bit of
meat, with a conservative rather than a liberal portion
of a puttylike substance called " ROOTY," rations of
today are a decided improvement upon them. Much
more attention is now given to the cooking of rations.
Until a decade or so ago the Army Cook was rarely
possessed of the knowledge necessary for cooking shaving
water, but nowadays he finds this quite within his powers.
RAW RECRUIT.—The unwitting, though little
suspected cause of the peculiar blueness of the ether,
turned to that tint by the utterances he provokes amongst
his mentors. The term " RAW " is thought to have

RAZOR (Army).—An instrument issued tojthe
Soldier to show in his kit. Has two edges, one of which
is sharp, but which is nevertheless somewhat difficult
to distinguish from the other.
RED TAPE.—That which is utilised for getting men
and affairs tied up in knots.
RESPIRATOR.—A contrivance issued to soldiers to
protect the lungs from poisonous vapours. Singularly,
enough, it is not much in favour amongst them, owing to
awkwardness of manipulation. Most men prefer to risk
almost any danger from poisonous fumes rather than
be troubled to don a respirator, and many have even
been known to enter fried fish shops without them.
Some men on the Married Establishment have however,
lately hit upon a sound idea for rendering the respirator
really useful, and have lost no time in communicating
it to their wives.
Realising that the atmosphere has a wearing effect
upon the complexion, and that the exclusion of the
atmosphere will on the contrary tend to preserve it,
they are earnestly recommending their wives to adopt
this simple but effective beautifier, and to wear the
respirator during those periods in which complexions
are subject to the maximum amount of wear and tear,
i.e., whilst they are indoors.
It is understood however, that the innovation is not
meeting with the success it deserves.
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Pick of the Basket.
AN OLD MONUMENT.
The Editor, The Dragon.
Dear Sir,
I enclose a photo that,
I think, might be of in
terest to readers of The

Dragon.

The words on the
obelisk are " Batalla
de Talavera " and the
obelisk
itself
stands
on the highest of the line
of hills which formed
the left of the Allied
line on June 2228, 1809.
Throughout the 28th this
hill was defended by
the 2nd Division of
which, History reports,
the 1st Battalion The
Buffs formed part, and
was the scene of the
fiercest fighting of the
Battle.
Bad weather pre
vented me from taking
any further photos and
I am surprised to find
this one successful.
From the accounts ofjthe country in the books on
the battle, it would seem that few changes have taken
place. A house on one of the line of hills, the railway
and a few odd buildings are the only things on or near
Talavera de la Rhina that appear less than 100 years
old and the railway cannot be very far short of that age.
I leave Madrid for Jersey, the home of Sherry, to
morrow. The weather is ideal.
CANOVAS DEL CASTELLO 53,
J EREYDE LA FONTERA,

E. FOSTER HALL.

SPAIN.

CARRON ROUSE.

Dear Sir,
I should he obliged if you can tell me of the where
abouts of a man called " Carron Rouse," who was at
the Buffs Depot, during the war. The reason I ask you
is that he used to do caricatures and plate sketches in
water colours, representing Officers in Full Dress Uni
form of various units. As I am anxious to obtain
some, I should be so grateful to know how he can be
got at, or if there is anyone else now at the Depot who
does these sketches.
Yours etc,
G. T. BAKER, M.C.,

Captain

Sir,

R.A.M.C. (Ret.).

A QUARTETTE OF WANDERERS.

If this should catch the eye of the following, I should
be pleased to hear from them at the above address.
Vic MacMahon No. 6457.
Teddy Edwards No. 6397.
Nellie Knott, No. 6427, all of 2nd Battalion.
They and I made up a quartette of wanderers when
at Mackadadorp in 1902, and some good times we had
too.
Cheerio to everybody,
Yours,
Sungeij^Siput,
Perak, F.M.S.

T. TREVOR,
(Sergt. No. 6394).

GREETINGS FROM TORONTO.

Dear Sir,
In the next issue of The Dragon will you please
offer the compliments of the Queen's Own to all our
old friends in The Buffs who are always remembered
with the deepest affection.
Yours faithfully,

A. G. KIRKPATRICK, Colonel,
Comdt., Queen's Own Rifles of Canada.

BUFFS COLOURS FOR TIES, ETC.

Dear Sir,
I wish to associate myself with Major A. Stuart
Elmslie's suggestion with regard to colours for ties
etc., for Old Buffs. " Once a Buff, always a Buff."
Yours faithfully,
CHAS. P. KLNGSLAND,

Major.

24TH DIVISIONAL DINNER.
Dear Sir,
I wonder how many officers of the 8th Battalion
know that there is a 24th Divisional Dinner Club (Sub.
5/ per annum) to which they are of course entitled
to belong. I joined this club last year, and, with the
exception of Lt. L. Anderson who left the 8th Battalion
for the M.G.C. in 1916, was the only Buff at the dinner.
I asked the Secretary if he could account for this and he
cheerfully remarked that the 8th Buffs were not in the
24th Division at the end of the war—having been dis
banded. I pointed out to him that the regiment to
which he belonged was likewise not in the division until
after Loos, 1915, but we parted friends. The chair at
last year's dinner, and I believe in 1921, also, was taken
by MajorGeneral Sir J. E. Capper, who commanded
that division for some time, and one saw many other old
familiar faces.
Old Broad Street,
GORDON LINDLEY.
London.

THANKS VERY MUCH.

Dear Sir,
I was about the renew my subscription of 8/ to
The Dragon when I caught sight of your admirable
" practical suggestion " on the back of the order form.
As The Dragon is indispensable to every Old Buff, and is
certainly worth 15/ to me, I have altered my cheque
to 15/ and forward it with congratulations on the
success of the paper and good wishes for its future
and that of the only regiment worth mentioning.
Yours faithfully,
W. T. HILL, (Capt. late R.A.F.),
(formerly Private 242013 The Buffs).
54 Danecroft Road,
Heme Hill, S.E. 24.

YOUR SUMMER HOLIDAY.
Don't forget to take your
Summer Holiday from the

18th26th AUGUST.
By doing this you can be put up
at the Depots and enjoy all the fun of

THE DEPOT ORICKET WEEK.
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FEEDING AND HOUSING.
J^HE question of feeding is^so

important for the good health
of the^dog and plays such a large part .
in the training of the Whippet for
the track that it necessarily calls for
the greatest care and attention.
As soon as possible after taking
possession of a dog the owner is strongly advised to
satisfy himself that it is not suffering from worms. This
is a very common complaint with dogs, especially if
they have been used to unlimited freedom. The cure
is harmless and it would be folly to neglect so simple
a precaution before attempting to get your dog fit
and ready for training.
The usual remedy is a dose of areca powder given in
conjunction with castor oil. The dog should be given
a dose of castor oil and starved for twentyfour hours.
The areca nut powder is then given in any convenient
form followed by another dose of oil in three or four
hours time. There are also several well known powders
on the market which give equally good results.
The dog will naturally be left in a somewhat weak
condition, but good feeding will soon put him right and
to quote a well known saying—" Every day in every
way he will grow fitter and fitter."
But good feeding
will lose its value to a great extent unless precautions
are taken to see that the dog does not pick up carrion
and filth on his daily walks and so develope the trouble
afresh. The only safe means of guarding against this
nuisance is to make the dog wear a " boxmuzzle " at
all times except when shut up or actually training.
This form of muzzle is a large leather case fitting com
fortably over the mouth and nose being secured by
straps to the collar on each side and over the top of
the head. If the dog has been accustomed to wear
a muzzle from puppyhood he will suffer no inconvenience.
It is difficult to lay down exactly what foods to give
and still treat the subject in a practical manner for with
the soldier it is liable to be a question of what food
he can get hold of under varying circumstances. One
cannot go far wrong, however, if one remembers three
facts—feed regularly, never give anything except
pure wholesome food and give a variety.
One meal a day, in the evening, with a piece of dry
biscuit in the morning should be sufficient. A dry bone
is useful for occupying the dog, cleaning the teeth and
forming saliva which assists the digestive system.
Table scraps form a useful foundation for the meal
but grease and fats should be avoided. A little raw
meat might be given, more in the form of a treat, from
time to time, especially if the dog shows signs of stale
ness or is inclined to be off his feed. Boiled green
vegetables well drained should be mixed with the food
now and then. These will act on the bowels and
assist in keeping the blood pure. If given too often
they are inclined to be lowering and weaken the dog.
The dog closely resembles the human being in that
he soon grows tired of the same food and loses interest
in it. A change of diet is, therefore, of the greatest
importance. This may require a little thinking out
but such things as biscuit soaked in gravy, boiled rice,
boiled fish (free from bones) or porridge would probably
make the necessary change.
Finally one cannot be too particular in seeing that
the feeding bowls are kept scrupulously clean and the
dog is well supplied with fresh drinking water.
Although the Whippet lives in the house more often
than not in the North of England this is not possible
nor practicable in barracks and indeed good kennel
arrangements would be preferable for all concerned.

The Whippet should have ample room to lie down
at full length. Kennels about 4 feet to 6 feet long
by 3 feet broad should answer the purpose. A stone
or concrete floor is an advantage, especially if it slopes
to a central drain as it is cleaner and less drafty than
boards. The kennels should be well ventilated though
free from drafts. A wiredin yard in front of each
kennel can easily be added. There the dog can move
about if only for a few yards and will benefit greatly
by being able to indulge in a sun bath. The materials
required to make a decent kennel are easily obtainable
and the cost would not be very great. A few feet of
planking, a pound or two of nails, a few yards of tarred
felting for the roof, a few short poles and some yards
of three inch mesh wire netting, one handy man and
there you are. But I am encroaching on the preserve
of the Pioneer Sergeant—" Covet not thy neighbours
foot rule."
In conclusion might I suggest that the erection of
the kennels be left to the committee of the Battalion
Kennel club, if one exist. These could then be let out
to members at a small monthly charge if the ordinary
subscription paid to the club was not considered suf
ficient to cover expenses. A satisfactory solution to
the housing problem would thus be assured.

(Next Month.

The Whippet as a companion.
concluding suggestions).

Some

Soldiers' Clothing Allowance.
According to the revised rates of clothing allowance, published in an
Army Order, the quarterly allowance at Home Stations and Germany,
to a private soldier in the infantry for upkeep of clothing will be 43/
The allowance to Warrant Officers Class I. will be 50/6.
In addition to their first issue of clothing allowance recruits will be
credited on the fourth "clothing quarterday" following enlistment
with a sum of 48/ this being a reduction of 6/ on the rate prevailing
prior to 1st April, 1923.
The allowance towards the provision of plain clothes on discharge
or transfer to the Army Reserve will be 30/ for warrant officers, 17/
for noncommissioned officers not below the rank of Serjeant and 13/
for the rank and file.

The 50th ANNUAL DINNER
OF THE

DRAGON CLUB
WILL TAKE PLACE IN

BALMORAL ROOM,

TROCADERO

RESTAURANT,
ON

W e d n e s d a y , 2 0 t h J u n e , 1923,
At 7.45 p.m.
—

MINIATURES.

—

R.S.V.P. to O.C. Depot, The Buffs, not later
than June 13th.
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LLOYDS BANK LIMITED,
with which is incorporated the business of

Messrs. COX & Co.,
Army and Royal Air Force Agents,
of 16, CHARING CROSS, &c.

Head Quarters

HEAD OFFICE: 71, LOMBARD STREET, E.C.3,

WALTHAM

for
WATCHES

Capital Subscribed

£71,864,780

Capital paid up



14,372,956

Reserve Fund



10,000,000

Deposits, &c.

 331,953,467

Advances, &c.

 123,388,679

This Bank has over 1,600 Offices in England
and Wales, and Correspondents and Agents
throughout the World.

Sports Prizes
Jewellery

Wrist Watches from
20/
Walthams from . £3 7 6
Silver Cups from 17/6 to £20
\A/M>% DHI  Apn Wateh & Cloek Maker
Wm. rULLAKU
Gold & Silversmith

53 St. George's Street, CANTERBURY
.^jimSTAH'S FLORAL WUBSK^

C. E. MARSH

JOYCE & ARNOLD.

Fishmonger, Poulterer and

89 ST. DUNSTAN'S STREET

Ice Merchant

 CANTERBURY. 

20 St. Dunstan's Street, Canterbury

B O U Q U E T S , W R E A T H S and C R O S S E S
—
FLORAL
DECORATIONS
—

FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS
PLANTS

TREES & SHRUBS OF EVERY
DESCRIPTION SUPPLIED.

ESTABLISHED 1874.

Telephone 414.

Telephohe No. 99.

S. HOLDEN
Manufacturer of
MINERAL WATERS
Longport Works, Canterbury
As Supplied to the Principal Messes,
Clubs & Hotels in the City
—

LICENSED

DEALER

IN

GAME

Caterer to Officers' Mess, Depot The Buffs
TELEPHONE

2Q2.

S M O K E !

1,001 BRANDS ALWAYS IN STOCK—
Nevertheless, YOUR OWN favourite brand of
Tobacco or Cigarette stocked by request

J. F. BARBER

TOBACCONIST
29b St. Margaret's St. & 16 High St.
OANTERBTJRY
(Established over 30 years)

Agent for—Dunhill, Barling, Loewe, Ben Wade, &e. Briars

171

" Beneath Bell Harry.
ENT has been gay

K"

Point races this month.
There have been no
less than five meetings
within
a radius of
twentyfive miles. The
East Kent, Mid Kent,
Ashford Valley, Tickam
and the West Street
Harriers. The
Royal
Irish
Fusiliers
were
at home at the latter
meeting and with their
usual hospitality must
have fed some two
hundred hungry folk
at luncheon and tea.
The Buffs used to
run a tent at the East
Kent point to point,
and it seems a pity that this custom has been discon
tinued. There were so many past and serving officers
of the Regiment present this year that it might be
worth considering for a future occasion. The tent
could be run for the convenience of any officers attending
who could invite their own guests.
St. Fanaghar, the horse which used to belong to
Colonel McDouall, was running on several occasions
and won the nomination race at the MidKent meeting
in good company. He should also have won the sub
scribers race in the Tickam Meeting but was beaten
by a head by a horse ridden by Colonel Blacker, a rider
of great experience. His efforts at the last point to
point were not so good.
" Cherry " which used to belong to Mr. Davies and
which came from Fermoy to Shorncliffe with the 1st
Battalion, also ran in the Ashford Valley point to point.
He was going strong in the subscribers race but fell
a few fields from home.
Three hound puppies are due to enlist at the Depot
this month. We have no fear of their being rejected
at Captain Stone's Office, but are not so sure that they
will pass the Medical Officer. They are to be lodged
in the stables which are unfortunately next door to the
Cookhouse and L/Cpl. Kemp has always a weakness
for animals. Still we hope Pte. Bone will be able to
cope with them.
By the time this number appears the 2nd Battalion
will have arrived at Portland. The best of luck to
them all on their return to the United Kingdom. We
have already sent off an advance party to Portland
to take over their barracks and presumably a large
batch of recruits will follow soon. The Depot has
almost reached bursting point with a strength of 15
Officers and 500 other ranks.
By the way we are rather upset by the new establish
ment for Infantry Depots. It is evidently expected
that the Militia will be dormant for the next year or so
and no provision has been made for their permanent
staff. The R.S.M. and R.Q.M.S., one C.S.M. and one
C.Q.M.S. is the total ration under the new scheme for
the whole Depot, and the Sergeants' Mess will be re
duced to 12 in number.
It looks as if the Dances, whist drives, tennis parties,
etc., which have featured so largely in the social life at
the Depot would become mere memories. Something
will have to be done as it is certain that twelve members
cannot continue hospitality on the same lines. The
Band is a further cause for trepidation. The ten
drummers who form the nucleus are to be reduced to
three. The Depot Adjutant is also frightened—his
post is to be filled by a subaltern acting Adjutant. We
are sorry for C.S.M., I. M. Mc Walter, who will lose his
acting rank.

The officers, spurred to bravery by their large
numbers, challenged the sergeants in various contests.
The less said about the billiard match the better, al
though the C.O. made a valiant attempt to wipe out
the defeat in single combat. The hockey was a really
good match which ended in a draw and the football
was not onesided. The sergeants did win by two goals
to one, but had the officers forward line been able to
shoot with any degree of accuracy this match might
also have been drawn.

FOOTBALL.

In spite of the fact that R.S.M. Dare is still inca
pacitated by his recent injuries, we have had a very
successful month. Unfortunately the injuries sus
tained by him have turned out to be worse than antici
pated, and it is feared they will keep him out of the team
for the remainder of the season.

Results.
CINQUE PORTS LEAGUE.

43rd L.L versus Depot.
At Shorncliffe. A win for the Depot 4—2. Everybody played
a good clean game, especially one or two of the recruits, introduced
into the team. Mr. Mallam proved a very welcome addition in the
forward line securing two goals. A most enjoyable game to all. This
is the second time we have beaten the 43rd in the League.
Depot versus the Bty. R.F.A.
At the Depot. Another League game, won by the Depot 2—1
after an exciting match in which all played well.
Depot versus R. Irish Fusiliers.
Another League win for the Depot by 2—1. The Depot here ex
pected a hard tussle, and got it. Our opponents were a very good team
and played well throughout the game.
We were losing 1—0 ten minutes from time. The equalising goal
was scored by Foad, and was added to by Mr. Mallam who secured a
specially good one, running with the ball right down the field. We had
already drawn at Dover with the R.I.F. and we have therefore now
secured three points from them.
Depot versus Green Howards.
Another League win for us— by 7—0. Although we won by such
a large margin, our opponents put up a very much better game than
the score suggests ; but unluckily for them, they caught our team
on the top of their form. Shelton secured no less than four goals. Mr.
Rowe made his first appearance as right back and played an excellent
game. A thoroughly enjoyable match in which the whistle was rarely
heard.

Other Matches.

Depot versus R.A.F. Hawkinge.
A Friendly match, at the Depot won by the homesters 3—1 after
a nice game in which good play was plentiful.
Return Match versus R.A.F. Hawkinge.
Lost by the Depot, 6—4. This result was apparently consequent
upon the attendance by several of our players at the Privates' Dance the
night before, as one disgusted recruit was heard to remark " They
think they're still doing the Foxtrot !"

HOCKEY.

The seasons hockey has now come to an end. We
have played 23 matches altogether. The final result
being 12 wins, four draws and seven losses. The
opposing teams have as a whole been of much higher
class than in previous years, so the results are very
satisfactory. Sgt.Dr. Clayton deserves special mention
for his excellent play throughout the season, also in
fact do all the remainder of the team and a word of
thanks and praise to Lt. Willows for a very enjoyable
and successful season.
The following are awarded their colours for the
season :—
Sgt.Dr. Clayton, C.S.M. Bennett, Lt. D'Arcy Sim
monds, C.S.M. Couchman, Lt. Webster, Lt. Turner,
Lt. Fox, Lt. Willows, L/Cpl. Collier, Dr. Philpott, Dr.
Knight, Sgt. Coaster, Lt. Wall.
C.S.M. Follett has rendered invaluable service as
a splendid referee and he will be much missed next
season, as his time comes to an end in the summer.
We trust that the team will have another equally
successful season for 192324 although we fear a large
number of this year's team will; have left the Depot.
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Beneath Bell Harry—Continued.
Results.

CRICKET FIXTURES.

March 17th v. Sittingbourne H.C. at Sittingbourne.
Depot won 3—2.
March 22nd v. Laurentian (towing side) at home.
Depot lost 4—1.
This was perhaps one of the best matches of the season, the Lauren
tians included both this year's varsity Captain Whitfield and Scott,
in addition to four or five other blues from Oxford and Cambridge.
Until half time the game was absolutely equal but afterwards superior
stick work told and the game was lost.
March 28th v. Cavalry Depot at home.
Depot won 9—2.
March 29th v. Wimbledon Towing XI.' at home.
Depot lost 4—1.
Once again Wimbledon was captained by Hugh Vidal, a cunning
and experienced player with a good team behind him.
April 7th v. Small Arms School at Hythe.
Depot lost 9—3.
A rather diastrous defeat, quite the worst of the season. It can only
be explained by reason of a horribly bumpy ground and also our back,
C.S.M. Bennett got badly hurt in the early part of the game.
April 11th v. Royal Navy at Chatham.
Draw 2 all.
An excellent match being a really fast even ground. An extra
five minutes was played each way to try and get a decision without
any result.

CROSS COUNTRY RUN.

The following are the points allotted to Sections in £ Cross Country
Run which took place at the Depot on 4th April:—
12
Sgt. Shoebridge...
Cpl. Martin
13 Cpl. Adams
7
Sgt. Car veil.
L/Sgt. Amos
Sgt. Coaster
5
6 C.S.M. Terry
C.S.M. Love
...
L/Sgt. Emery
2
Sgt.
Smith
3
L/Sgt. Beasley ...
Sgt. Morgan
Cpl. Hollands

10

T^HE Depot cricket season opens on May 12th, and
how this year's team will compare with last season's
will remain doubtful until we have had the chance of
some practice matches.
Lt.Chester will be greatly missed this season and
also Pte. Parry, but Sgt. Coaster, we hope, will be able
to fill one of these gaps, and we trust to find others.
Captain Morgan will fill Sgt. Maillard's place as our
wicketkeeper, most efficiently, we are sure, besides
adding lustre to the team with his many club blazers,
etc.
In our cricket week in August, we have changed the
Small Arms School match with one against the B.B.'s,
and it is hoped that the 2nd Battalion will be able to
render us valuable aid against these strong teams in
addition to the Past Members of the Regiment who
have already promised to play for us. These will in
clude Captain Cremer, Colonel Body, Major G. E. Ward
and Captain Humphries, and we hope Captain Coote
and Robert Hilary. And needless to say tea will
be provided on the ground at all home matches, and it
is hoped that many Old Buffs in the District will partake
of it.
Sat.,
Sat.,
Mon.,
Wed.,
Mon.,
Tues.,
Sat.,
Wed.,
Thurs.,
Sat.,
Mon.,
Wed.,
Sat.,
Wed.,
Sat.,
Sat.,
Tues.,
Wed.,
Sat.,
Wed.,
Sat.,
Sat.,
Tues..
Frid.,'
Frid.,
Sat.,
Mon.,
Tues.,
Wed.,
Thurs.,
Frid.,
Sat.,

1

MUSKETRY.

The undermentioned recruits qualified as "Good Shots" in the
firing of Part III. (30 yds. range), Table "A."
6281685 Pte. Newman. 6281650 Pte. Packman. 6278211 L/C. Perrett.
6281713 L/C. Gilbert.

BOXING.
Stone's Fine Fight.

Recruit H. Stone of Sgt. Amos' Section, is to be
congratulated on the very fine fight he put up at Dover
against Sgt.Major Norton, of the Army Gymnastic
Staff, in spite of the fact that he was a stone under
weight. The Sergt.Major was down to fight an op
ponent at a Military Boxing Tournament, who at the
last moment dropped out, and eager inquiries were
made at the Depot for a substitute to fight Norton.
Stone was sent, and put up a most magnificent fight,
winning the encounter on points. It was a most popular
meeting, and a most popular victory, and Stone was
enthusiastically encouraged by the delighted spectators.
One of them, a doctor was so delighted by the fight
put up by Stone that he supplemented the prize to
the extent of £1 from his own pocket.
It is rumoured that Stone's victory caused much
astonishment among certain members of the Army
Gymnastic Staff.

DATE.

May 12
„ 19

„
„

21

23
25)
26 f

June 2
6

7

„ 11
„

„

13
16

„ 20

„
23
„
30
July 3
4

7
„ 11
„

,

14

21

,,
24
„
27
Aug. 17

„ is
„

20 \

„
„
„
„

22 \
23 f
24 \
25/

„

21 )

FIXTURE LIST.
OPPONENTS.

Goodnestone C.C. ...
Chilham C.C.
Goodnestone C.C. ...
X.Y.Z.'s
Small Arms School
Wye College
Cavalry Depot
S. Lawrence Thu. XI.
Goodnestone C.C. ...
West Kent Depot ...
Worcester Regt.
Ash C.C
43rd L.I
Belmont C.C
Ash C.C
King's School
Worcester Regt.
Belmont C.C.
King's Own Regt. ...
43rd L.I
Chilham C.C.
Cavalry Depot
Wye College
Past v. Present
West Kents ...
B.B.'s.
E.K. Ramblers

GROUND.
Away
Away.
Away.
Home.

Away.
Home.
Home.
Away.
Home.
Away.
Home.
Home.
Home.
Home.
Away.
Away.
Away.
Away.
Home.
Away.
Home.
Away.
Away.
Home.
Home.
Home.
Home.

Lt. Col. R. St. Friend will again be responsible for
the Past side during the Depot Week, and those wishing
to take part in this are invited to write to him at
Erambling House, Near Canterbury.

Depot CCross Country Run.

Preparing to start.
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INTERSECTION SHIELD.
Cross Country Running.

THE SERGEANTS' MESS.

About 300 Recruits took part in the run, in which
Sergeant Shoebridge's and Corporal Martin's sections
tied for first place.
The first eight men in were Ptes. Tong, Jordan,
Burt, Savage, Wilson, Kirby, Dove and Divers.
It was a three mile course and ten of the contestants
did it inside 19 minutes, thirty in 22 minutes and under,
and thirtysix under 25 minutes. There seems to be
much promising material here for first rate Cross
country runners.
The InterSection Shield is going strong, and is
providing the recruits with all they can possibly want
in the way of open air, exercise, sport, and enjoyment.

WEAPON TRAINING.
The undermentioned Recruits have qualified as follows in connection
with firing Part III. (Open Range), Table " A —

Good Shots.

L/C. Knights,
D.C.M.
Pte. Thorpe.
L/C. Tribe.

Pte. Hanson.

Pte. D. Stocker. Pte. Broward.
Pte. Sedgwick.
Pte. J. Sharp.

Pte. Bailey.

Pte. Brace.
Pte. Nash
Pte. Clatworthy.
Pte. E. Barton.
Pte. A. Walker.
Pte. C. Wells.
Pte. Garrett.

Pte. Fox.
Pte. J. Williams.
Pte Miles.
Pte. Wiggins.
Pte. Colley.
Pte. Ferrell.
Pte. J. Stevens. Pte. Covoney.
Pte. W. Sergeant Pte. H. Norris.
Pte. Carden.
Pte. Marchant.
Pte. C. Gale.

Fair Shots.

Pte. L* Baker.
Pte.

E. Marsh.

Pte. J. Wills.
Pte. Bradford.
Pte. R. Knight.
Pte. Goldsack.
Pte. Carlin.
Pte. Lester.

April and its proverbal showers is with us, and it has been notice
able, too, that a certain amount of " Wind " is knocking around. There
generally is, we suppose, when a Unit is being broken up or lessened in
its establishment.
Of course everyone will know about the change here—the inaugura
tion of a one Company Depot. Already some of our lads have left us
(50 of them) and gone as an Advance Party to Portland to make ready
for the homecoming of the 2nd Battalion. C.Q.M.S. Bridgland has
gone from the Mess, so has Sergeant Tubby Herbert and Tug Wilson,
they having accompanied the Party which left here on the 17th instant.
We wish them all well in their new membership.
The writer lays particular stress on his wishes in so far as they affect
" Uncle Tug," and sincerely hopes that some kind soul will take him in
hand and look as well after the old Snip as he looked after the writer in
Canterbury. The old chair cushions he so lovingly arranged do not
seem half so comfortable, and there are no Pork Pies for supper now,
and no one fetches in the medicine in the shape of darned great Pepper
mint Drops.
It has not been what one might call a lively month in regard to
sport. There has been plenty of it but nothing of outstanding
importance. We had a glorious game of Football with the Officers
and whacked them—2 to 1, but we are prone to believe that with a little
practice together they could put paid to our account. In the evening
they played us Billiards and we whacked them at that, too, but then,
you see, they have not the number of Members to select from as we
possess.
We are going in for Badminton. None of us know a great deal
about the game, but understand it is a wonderfully exhilirating pastime
and we shall be in a position to play it either in or out of doors. We 'll
tell you what we think of it anon.
"Fives," too, or "Hand Ball" as it is called is catching on, and
the Court is quite close to the Mess. A Tournament is in progress
now (knockout affair), but there are some proper " Daddies" at the
game in the Mess and they give some of us uninitiated ones precious
little quarter. It's the sort of game that takes all that peculiar stale
feeling out of one which is invariably experienced "after the night
before."

Names reading from left to right.
Back Row: C.S.M. FOLLET, L/C COLLIER, C.S.M. BENNETT, DR. KNIGHT, . DR. PHILPOTT, SGT. COASTAN, LT. WALL.
Centre Row: C.S.M. COUCHMAN, LT. WILLOWS, SGT.DR. CLAYTON, LT. WILSON, LT. D'ARCY SYMONDS.
Sitting: LT. Fox, LT. TURNER.
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Beneath Bell Harry—Continued.

R.Q.M.S. Holman of the Middlesex Regiment joined us from Cologne
for attachment pendng discharge to pension, but he has now gone
to the E.C. Trade School, Hounslow, for an Instructional Course.
Hearty congratulations to Sgt. and Mrs. Beasley on the birth of their
little boy on April 6th. Dear little Joan is brimming over with delight
at having a little baby brother to look after."
We must end our notes with a glorious titbit of news just to hand.
£ Snowey " has sworn it is right for he was the very first to make sure
of the fact. Beer's gone down a penny a pint.
W. M. S.

Hockey and Billiards.

On the 20th March a most enjoyable hockey match took place
between ourselves and the Sergeants' Mess of the Cavalry Depot result
ing in a win for us by 51.
The same evening a Billiard match took place in our mess, m which
each pair played for half an hour, their places being taken at the end of
that time by the next pair without altering the position of the balls.
Here is the result:—

(Scores at end of each halfhour).

Q.M.S. (o.R.) Wallis
Q.M.S. Wallbank
Sgt. Channer
...
„ Weldon

Craven
...
" Wilson
'
Hanwell
,, Wagstaff

...

66
189
263
337
... 406
438
522
600

...

Sgt.Drm. Clayton
W.O. Collins
C.Q.M.S. Austin ...
Sgt. Coaster
C.S.M. Follett
...
C.Q.M.S. Jones
S.Sgt. Smith
Sgt. MacMillan

... 138
216
... 299
410
... 513
625
685
770

St. Patrick's Dance.

"A wonderful success" was the unanimous opinion of over 300
guests who attended the St. Patrick's dance, held by the members of
the Mess in the Garrison Gymnasium. The School was, as usual, taste
fully decorated with evergreens and bunting, and reflected great credit
on C.S.M. Terry and Sgt.Drummer Clayton, who were responsible.
All units in the Garrison were represented, there being a strong contin
gent from the Cavalry Depot. Major Guy Fee, D.S.O., and Mrs. Fee,
together with all the officers were also present. The duties of M.C.
were efficiently carried out by C.S.M. Terry, whilst the orchestra was
under the direction of Mr. S. Partridge. Dancing was kept up until
4 a.m., and this dance was said to have eclipsed all previous successes,
which are many, for which the Sergeants' Mess has been responsible.

PRIVATES' DANCE.

A most enjoyable and well attended dance was given by the Ptes.
of the Depot on the 6th April, and both congratulations and thanks
are due to Pte. Savage for his efficiency as M.C.
Most of the officers at the Depot put in an appearance, including
Captain and Mrs. Morgan, our respected padre and his sister, and Major
Cadell, R.A.M.C., and all appeared to be enjoying themselvesthoroughly,
in fact all of the 250 and more guests present seemed to be making
the most of a good time. Two of our comedians were also present,
one the great Lhakrie Woods, "The most miserable man on earth,
who was dancing with his little daughter. He was pulling nasty faces
but whether this was on account of his daughter treading on his toes,
or whether he was " miserable," I can't say. Anyhow, he had a beauti
ful rosette of buff and blue fixed on his coat, denoting that he was
president of the show.
The other fun maker was the great Blower Brown of " Ours is a nice
house ours is" where they make a fuss of "Lonely Soldiers," he was
also wearing a white rosette, one of the committee, I suppose, he was
doing it very well judging by the smiles on his face.
.
_
The band was doing its very best, if one can judge by their efforts ;
they looked pretty warm at any rate, especially the great Jazz Dnim
mer, Bill Bulgin, who was trying to do Indian Club drill with his sticks,
he dropped one, picked up the motor horn and finished his drum beats
with that in place of the lost stick.
There were plenty of the old Buffs there; one I noticed was Dicky
Steptoe who was footing it as sprightly as any young Buff, old as he
is ; " excuse me Dicky !"
.
Last but not least, I must mention the Worthy caterer, C.S.M.
Terry, "The Ref," who was kept very busy supplying the thirsty
souls; he was most ably assisted by "Tiny" the musician,who was
acting as cashier; like litte John Horner he sat in the corner.
At last 2 a.m. came, and with it came the finish, with " God save
the King," of as good a dance as has been held during the season.

KENT CADET CAMP,
Birch ington Range,
AUGUST 4th—18th.

Tenders for the supply of
RECREATION <fc DRY CANTEEN TENTS, Etc.

are invited.

Full particulars can be had on application to
Col. A. WoodMartyn, D S.O., O.B.E.,
Union Street, Maidstone.

Boxing.
IMPERIAL SERVICES CHAMPIONSHIPS.

T

HE
Imperial Services
Boxing Championships
—held last year at the Royal
Air Force Station, Halton—
are to take place this year
at the Maida Drill Hall,
Aldershot, on Thursday, and
Friday, May 10th and 11th.
This is the premier Services
Boxing Event of the year,
when all the best boxers in
the Royal Navy,
Royal
Marines, the Army and Royal
Air Force, will compete.
There will be afternoon and
evening sessions on both
days and prices of admission
(including tax) will be as
follows :—
Each day
Afternoon
All
Sessions.
(No seats Evening
Ringside numbered
reserved seats :— reserved)
10/
5/
2/6
" C " and " D ' Stands
8/
4/
2/
Body of Hall
Stands South end of Hall,
5/
2/6
numbered and reserved 1/3
Stands North end of
Hall, unreserved...
6d.
V

ARMY INDIVIDUAL AND TEAM CHAMPIONSHIPS.
The Army Individual and Team Boxing Champion
ships are to be held at Maida Drill Hall, Queen s Avenue,
Aldershot, on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday,
May 2nd, 3rd and 4th.
. .
For the Individual Championsip each unit in the
Army is allowed to enter one other rank at each weight;
officers entries are unlimited.
For the Team Championship, Commands are eli
minating. The 2nd Battalion The Royal Scots (The
Royal Regiment), winners at the Command Finals on
Friday last, will represent the Aldershot Command,
Prices of admission (including tax) will he as under :
May 2nd May 3rd. & 4th.
Evening Afternoon Evening
Ringside numbered and
(No seats
reserved seats :—
N
reserved)
" C " and " D " stands
3/
2/
5/
Body of Hall
...
2/
1/
3/
Stands South end of Hall,
numbered and re
...
...
1/3
3d.
2/
served
Stands North end of Hall,
unreserved
...
3d.
3d.
1/
Reserved seat tickets can be booked at A.C.A.A.
Offices, Hut 13, Command H.Q. Aldershot (Phone
19 Military).

TWO GOOD JOBS.
Wanted at the Depot, The Buffs,
Canterbury:—
(a) Officers' Mess Steward.
(b) Sergeants' Mess Caterer.
Only exN.C.O.'s of The Buffs, with exemplary

character, need apply. Full particulars of
wages, etc., on application to The Adjutant,
Depot, The Buffs, Canterbury.
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Wi l l i a m s .

Many years London Manager for F. W. FLIGHT.
gEING a practical Cutter myself I personally wait
on my clients, to whom
distinctive Uniforms or Mufti.

I

can

guarantee

I specialize in Hunting and Evening Dress Clothes.

ail rtlMiuatures
[CLIENTS

ant>

WAITED

Decorations flDountefc
ON

PERSONALLY,

to Customers' orders.
INSPECTION

INVITED.

SWEATERS, SCARVES & TIES OF BUFFS COLOURS IN STOCK

17 HANOVER STREET, LONDON, W.l.
THE

Celebrated
" ARMY ALE."

SOLDIER'S
BEER.

1/
N
CI

0)

The favourite beer throughout all parts of the Indian Empire.

Supplied to the 2nd Battalion THE BUFFS at ADEN by Pallonjee,
Dinshaw & Co., Camp and Steamer Point.
Supplied to the Sergeant's Mess, 1st Battalion THE BUFFS, at
CONSTANTINOPLE by the N.A.A.F.I.
::
::
::
::

Wm. McEwan & Co., Ltd., Brewers, Edinburgh.

HOLMES

"OZO" Stops

7 MERCERY LANE, CANTERBURY

Headache, Toothache, Neuralgia
and all other nerve pains

Charles E. Burgess, Proprietor

HIGHCLASS GROCERIES, PROVISIONS
FRENCH

and

ITALIAN GOODS

Collector and distributor of all the latest and newest
produce brought on to the European Markets at
LONDON STORE PRICES

FAMILIES WAITED ON — MESS SUPPLIERS

6£d. per box of 8 tasteless doses
Proprietors:

WALKER <S> HARRIS, LTD.
Three Boxes
Pest Free.

Chemists,

CANTERBURY
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Military Tailors and Outfitters
Regimental Tailors by appointment to
The Buffs
The Fast Yorkshire Regiment
The Royal Scots Fusiliers
The Royal Welch Fusiliers
The South Wales Borderers
The Scottish Rifles
The Fast Surrey Regiment
The Duke of Wellington's Regiment
The Border Regiment

The Northampton Regiment
The Royal Berkshire Regiment
The King's Own Yorks. Light Infantry
The Middlesex Regiment
The Manchester Regiment
York & Lancaster Regiment
The Durham Light Infantry
Royal Ulster Rifles
The London Rifle Brigade

The Royal Sussex Regiment
The Hampshire Regiment
The Dorset Regiment
The South Lancashire Regiment
The Welch Regiment
The Fssex Regiment
The Sherwood Foresters
The Loyal Regiment (North
Lancashire)

LONDON: 4 NEW BURLINGTON STREET, REGENT STREET, W. 1
WOOLWICH: 5 FRANCES STREET
CAMBERLEY:

ALDERSHOT:
68 & 68A HIGH STREET

29 HIGH STREET

Telephones: 2346 Regent, London; 300 Woolwich; 296 Aldershot; 359 Camberley
Telegrams: "Afflighty,
London" ; "Flight, Aldershot"; "Flight, Camberley "

"Quorn Toothpicks" Cigars
( Register ed)

A mild cigar with character. Length 6 ins
To be obtained only from

J. H. G. HAMILTON

A. GRAHAM & SONS
WINE & SPIRIT MERCHANTS

Wine Merchant
CANTERBURY
TELEPHONE 148 CANTERBURY

CHARLES BARROWS
37 Northgate Street
CANTERBURY

Grocery, Provisions, Hardware,
Brushes, etc.
Personal and prompt attention given to all orders.

fflMneral

Mater

HDanufacturere

BREWERS AGENTS

MANOR HOUSE
PORTLAND
Telephone: No. 6.

NEW STREET
WEYMOUTH
Telephone: No. 2.
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Regimental Notability.

Prince Of Wales' Challenge Cup.
(PHE Prince
of Wales has presented
L
a Challenge Cup for an Officers' Jump
ing Competition at the Royal Tournament.
The Cup will be known as the " Prince of
Wales' Challenge Cup " and will be competed
for on the same lines as the Officers' Jumping
Competition for the King's Silver Challenge
Cup (Royal Tournament Rules), except that
a winner, past or present of the King's Cup
will not be eligible to compete. The follow
ing prizes will be given
1st Prize, Prince
of Wales' Challenge Cup and Royal Tourna
ment Cup. 2nd Prize, Silver Cup. 3rd Prize
Silver Cup.

TimeEx.—Looking Ahead.

courses designed to equip soldiers for a return to civil
VOCATIONAL
life on the conclusion of their colour service were begun recently
at the Army Training Centres at Hounslow and Catterick. Similar

courses will in future assemble normally on the first day of each month ;
and each of the two Centres has been equipped to receive 200 men at
a time. Attendance at all the courses is to be regarded as a privilege
for those who have shown themselves thoroughly efficient and well
conducted, and the courses are primarily intended for men enlisted
for not less than six years with the colours who are completing the last
six months of their service. Men who have no reserve service to com
plete their engagement, 01 who are not qualifying for pension, will be
considered only as special cases.
The subjects taught at Hounslow, though liable to variation accord
ing to the demands of the labour market, will be, in the main, private
service, jobbing and market gardening, work on small holdings ; wood
work, furniture renovation and upholstery ; tailoring, bootrepairing;
building and allied trades ; nonspecialised engineering and electrical
work. At Catterick attention will be given primarily to farm work and
work on small holdings, including the care and management of animals
and tractors ; market and jobbing gardening ; fruit farming ; poultry
and bee keeping ; dairy farming ; overseas settlement training ; build
ing and allied trades ; boot repairing and upholstery.
The fact that each course will last for only six months will make it
impossible to teach all that is required, except to those who, from a good
general education, are able to benefit by lectures and demonstrations,
and have a sound preliminary knowledge of the subject chosen.
Consequently except in specially recommended cases, only candidates
holding Army Secondclass Certificates of Education, will be considered.
Certificates showing the degree of skill obtained will be given by the
Training Centre, and every effort made to assist students to obtain
engagements at the end of their course.
[We look forward to publishing in the pages of The Dragon a series of
articles on opportunities in Civil life in general.) Ed.}

ReEmployed Retired Officers.
New regulations respecting the pay of retired officers reemployed
or recalled to service have just been issued in an Army Order supple
menting the pay Warrant. A reemployed retired officer, not coming
within the conditions applicable to officers recalled at the time of a
national emergency, will in ordinary cases, receive, in addition to his
retired pay, such amount, normally not exceeding £150 a year, as the
Army Council may determine. Travelling and other specified allowances
may also be issued if they would have been issuable under the regulations
had the officer so employed been on ordinary full pay. In special cases
a reemployed retired officer may receive the full pay and allowances
appropriate to his rank or appointment. While so remunerated his
retired pay will be suspended and certain deductions from effective
pay will be made in respect of commuted retired pay or retiring gratuity.
During a period not exceeding six months in the year an officer on
retired pay while employed in the training of Militia or Territorial
Army Units, or an officer of Militia or of the Territorial Army while
employed on any authorised Military duty may draw his Army retired
pay concurrently with any regimental pay to which he may be entitled.

India General Service Medal.
An Army Order provides that the grant of the India General Service
Medal (1908) with clasp " Wazristan 19191921 " will now be extended
to the troops who occupied the Lower Zhob Posts (Brunj Safi Mir Ali
Khel and Mogul Kot), between the 12th November, 1920, and 23rd
December, 1920, inclusive.

Artiflcal Limbs.
The Desoutter pattern duralunim leg with wooden bucket has
been adopted by the Ministry of Pensions not only for high amputa
tions, as erroneously stated in the recently published 5th annual
report of the Ministry of Pensions, but also for all above knee
amputations where a pensioner is handicapped in his activity or
occupation in accordance with the recommendations of the Williamson
Committee, and for below knee amputations where the surgical aspect
of the case renders a wooden limb unsuitable.

CAPTAIN H. DE R. MORGAN, D.S.O.
Commissioned 4/8/11 (antidated to 4/10/10). Joined
1st Battalion The Buffs in Dublin, and proceeded at
once with draft to the 2nd Battalion in Singapore.
Went to Prance as acting Adjutant, 2nd Battalion,
in January 1915. Rater served with the Machine Gun
and Tank Corps, and returned to the 1st Battalion as
2nd in command in January, 1918. Commanded
7th Battalion of The Duke of Wellington's Regiment
for the last six months of the War. From 1919 to 1922
commanded Oxford University O.T.C. ; now Adjutant,
Depot The Buffs.
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The Young Soldiers' Handbook
(By a Master Mind on Military Matters of Moment).
PARADES.

P

ARADKvS are the occasions on which privates fall in
with superiors, and superiors fall out with privates.
Broadly speaking, they are of two kinds, " Strong
asPossible," and " weakastheOrderlySergeantdare
allowthemtobe.
Parades are a regular feature in the life of a soldier,
from the time he ceases to be a son of Ma's and becomes
a son of Mars, to the day when he retires on pension,
gets drummed out, or becomes a Regimental Quarter
master Sergeant.
No sooner has a man given his best and Secondbest
girls fits through his joiningup, than he finds himself
on parade at the Stores trying to obtain one for himself,
but his endeavours here are not always attended with
the most satisfactory results.
Parades in his clothes follow one another in quick
succession. His head gradually begins to appear out of
the collar of his jacket S.D., (Sartorially Defective),
and his feet from the bottoms of his plus fortyfours.
The Master Tailor describes some mysterious hierogly
phics with a piece of chalk, upon his arms, legs, back,
or " whatnot," and " Hey ! Pressed O ! "—.The man
emerges the following day in garments that would fit
him like the paper on the wall were such a thing allowed
in barrack rooms.
The next item on the programme is the drill or
instruction parade. It is obvious that no man can be
a good soldier until he has acquired professional know
ledge, and this class of parade is intended to give in
structors the opportunity to feed him with it. He
usually becomes fed in a remarkably short time. The
need for punctually is here impressed upon him, and he
gradually begins to realise that trickling on parade
twenty minutes after his confreres is distinctly bad
form, as is also B252, provided by a thoughtful Govern
ment for cases of this nature.
Deportment upon parade is a matter of great im
portance. The first essential is stillness and steadiness.
If therefore, he feels he is about to go into a fainting fit,
or the Commanding Officer's horse gives him a playful
kick on the nape of the neck, or he is struck by lightning,
or his motherinlaw suddenly appears around the corner
of the bungalow, he must grit his teeth,—never say die,
(Nor anything else, for that matter. Talking on parade
is not allowed), and maintain his steady upright position
at all costs. This wants a bit of doing, but so does
C.B., especially if his best or second best girl happens
to be residing in the vicinity of barracks.
Then there is the pay parade, unquestionably the
most popular " StrongasPossible " in the whole
Caboodle. On this parade he simply, (i.e. as simply as
his conscience will allow him to), march up to the pay
table, takes his pay on one hand and salutes with the
other.
There is thus a distinct advantage in belonging to
the British Army rather than the Russian for instance,
in which all the private Soldiers each take a couple of
lorries for' their week's pay, one lorry load of which is
handed over to the two drivers to share between them
in due payment for their services.
A very strong rumour is afloat to the effect that the
Russian Company Quartermaster Sergeants, true to the
traditions of their rank and to their Russian Standard
of morality, are taking mean advantage of the private
soldiers' inability to find time to count his pay before
the next week's becomes due, to filch him of many of
his hardearned roubles.
Another wellworn example is church parade, on
which it is certainly regrettable that Godliness is a bad
second to cleanliness. On this parade one must be as
clean as a new pin, for someone is sure to be there with

a notebook and pencil who is quite equal to it in sharp
ness.
The soldier might be steeped in some of the vilest
sins imaginable ; He may have done a murder ;
poisoned the whole of his family, or even purchased a
packet of Woodbines after eight p.m., or be an inveterate
riser five minutes before reveille daily, but he is safe
so long as he is both spick and span when he appears on
parade on Sunday morning.
After taking up position with his fellow sufferers
on the square, a man with stripes calls the roll. This
is not however, the roll he saw that morning nestling
serenely on a dish in the coffee bar, though if it were
it would doubtless come bounding on parade and proudly
take up its dressing in the ranks. This roll, however,
has been there long enough to know better.
The man with the roll will call his name when he
comes to it, if it does not begin with an " H." But
if it does, the odds are that the construction he puts
upon it will be somewhat mystifying, and he is strongly
advised in his case to listenin with both his ears as wide
open as possible, for if when it is called he fails to answer
" Here Sergeant." (or " Corporal," as the case may be),
there will be a case maybe, in the Company Office
concerning him next day.
After the roll call follows the inspection.
Our budding Wellington will probably have already
had his fill of various kinds of inspectors in civil life,
but it is best for him not to say so when being inspected
on parade, but just to grin and bear it. (On second
thoughts, I think it would be best to cut out the grin.
It is liable to be misunderstood).
He must stand as still as a bricklayer at work, and
let them have a good look at him. He must look
straight to his front, by which I do not mean the place
where his " front " used to be before he enlisted. Doing
that will only elicit the information that all fag ends
were swept up that morning by the Sanitary Squad.
The instructor then proceeds to tell his party off.
Dike a flash the numbering goes down the front rank
until it reaches him. And here it is that he realises that
chewing Spearmint on parade is a thing which is very
unwise, for at this moment his upper and lower sets
of teeth are sure to become imbedded so deeply in the
sweetmeat that he is rendered dumb. The instructor
then makes up this deficiency and tells him off all by
himself.

REVILO.

Staff Collages Entrance Examination.
It is officially announced that an examination for entrance to the
Staff Colleges at Camberley and Quetta will be held in FebruaryMarch,
1924, for the course commencing in January, 1925. The number of
vacancies for the Staff College, Camberley, open for competition and
available by nomination will be notified in an Army Order.
The Feld Service Pocket Book will not be allowed to be used at
Staff College Entrance Examinations until a revised edition has been
issued.

Army Pay and Pensions.
An Army Order supplementing the Pay Warrant provides for the
grant of additional pay at £50 a year for a Company Officer superintend
ing instruction in physical training.
By another amendment it is provided that though service for pension
forfeited by sentence of a court martial, and all past service in cases of
discharge with ignominy or for misconduct, etc., will not reckon as
qualifying service for pension, the Army Council may, in deserving cases,
allow the past colour service, or such portion of it as they see fit, to
reckon as qualifying service.

Life Certificates.
The Minister of Pensions announces that the list of persons em
powered to attest war pensioners' life certificates now includes all
members of War Pensions' Committees and all duly accredited voluntary
workers appointed under Regulation 31 of the War Pensions Committees
(General) Regulations ; members of the Regional Advisory Councils,
the Central Advisory Committee, and the Standing Joint Committee
for FxService Questions.
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The 4th Battalion.

I

T

does not appear to be
widely appreciated that
the tide of Recruiting in a
Territorial Battalion ebbs and
flows, a condition of things
having analogies in all civil
Institutions.
The numerical
status varies from time to time,
according to the waves of pros
perity and poverty in the dis
tricts adjoining the Unit's
County Area. There seems to
exist also a wandering spirit
of Sentiment of which, like the
wind, no man knows whence
it cometh nor whither it goeth,"
and which exercises a strange
influence upon our Citizen
Army.
Times
were
when
" Paddock Wood " could have turned out a fine body of
men and yet today it cannot boast a soldier. Before
the Great War, Canterbury City having a strength of less
than double figures, yet now shows us a strong Territorial
Contingent.

THE OLD BREW.

But there seems to be creeping in a new and harmful
sense of stillness in the air. Can it be said that local
popular feeling is saying " Why the Territorials were up
to strength a few months ago, they won't want our help
now ! " (Be it realized once and for all that we always
want your help !) Many have left us now for other
fields where civil occupation offers food and Housing and
a goodly number of our Members have " Swopped "
Maidstone for Whitehall and joined the Regular Army.
Some even have left us for the Gipsy life. But anyhow
we want a few more good men now. Some of the
" Old Brew," True Honest Royal Men of Kent. Our
Band, our Drums, our Beardless (Pioneers) have all
the need and the will to swell their numbers. Come
along now, it must be worth it or we should not have
95% of our allotted Strength still to count on !
Great enthusiasm in all branches of Training has
been evinced this winter and now that the wouldbe
Marksman has polished his sights and lubricated his
barrel we may expect great things this season on the
Range. Certainly we look to see every man on The
Roll fire his course before Camp and qualify too

ANNUAL CAMP.

By the way, Annual Camp will be held at Seaford
in Sussex from 29th July to 12th August. A grand
spot in every sense—who said weekend passes to Dieppe ?

(Night attacks will be conducted in England we think Ed),

but not the best time of year for The Buffs. Never
mind, those who can will go without a doubt, (and
come back without a regret The Dragon whispers in my
ear), and be it remembered Territorial Camps are and
always have been Brigade Operas, and the same time of
year never suits Town and Country alike. The
Authorities know this full well, trying to arrange that we
get an early and a late season in alternate years.

DOST—THE GREAT BIG DRUM.

Cranbrook the " Home of the Fifth " is trying again
to get its Drums going again and we wish them luck
in this venture. It is sad, however, that the Great Big
Drum that Breathed o'er Mespot (as near as it could
get to Hden) cannot be found. We wish someone would
help us to trace it. Its presence is badly needed. A
new one is costly and has not the Sentiment attached
to it.

RIFLE MEETING.

There will be a Kent County Territorial Rifle Meeting
in July, probably at Hythe. We hope to get some

competitors. Information can be obtained at your
Drill Hall or at the Battalion H.Q., Canterbury.

THE WEALD COMPANY.

It is hoped to hold a weekend Camp at Whitsun if authority is
obtained. Captain Cheesman has kindly offered his land at Sissinghurst
Castle for training, and accommodation in new, unused hopper huts.
We hear the Drums have made a very creditable start already.
Weird sounds, as of someone in pain, can be heard from the direction
of the Drill Hall. These are only the preliminary efforts of Sgt. Hat
cher's class. Later on we are promised something which will astonish
the natives.
Some of our Officers have been prominent of late in Hunt Pointto
Point Races. Major Burns, as Secretary of the Mid Kent Staghounds,
must have had a busy day at Sutton Valence on April 7th. What
was it he said when, somewhat late and heated, he was saddlingup
for the Hunt Lightweight Race, a farmer rushed up and asked,—
what about his Lunch ticket ? Possibly the farmer had visions of the
Secretary not returning from his ride, and he had better make sure of
his ticket first!
He completed the course, however, though we regret
to add it was at the tail of the hunt. Capt. Cheesman's The Clown IX.
was third in the Heavyweight Race. We congratulate him on winning
at the Ashford Valley on the following Wednesday with the same horse.
Captain Morgan of the Depot, on Kenley and Lieut. Pittock, late of the
5th Battalion, on Corky Boy competed in the Adjacent Hunts Race.
Am,ong the enormous crowd we were glad to meet many serving and ex
members of the Weald.

D COMPANY (DOVER).

Some very interesting Spoon Shoots are taking place on the Com
pany's Miniature Range. These shoots are open to Honorary members
of the Club as well as the Company, but up to date the winners have
all been members of the Company. The winners up to the present are
Sgt. Maskell, S.M. Stroud, and Drm. G. Pascall, S.M. Stroud has made
the highest score in any shoot and if he continues in the same way he
should soon have a real collection of family plate.
The annual musketry course is now being fired and some good scores
being registered.
The transport section is getting in some training and on Sunday
mornings the country round Dover is frequented by strange looking
individuals with large sized spurs and fierce looking horses ? not to
mention the limber, affectionately known as Black Maria.

SITTINGBOURNE DETACHMENT.

Both this detachment and Whitstable are now busy oh preliminary
Musketry, getting ready for the Annual Course which will begin shortly,
and which we hope to get finished by the end of May or early in June,
so as to give us good time to think about Camp, the time for which is
always at an ideal period thereby ensuring the best of good times for
all who attend it.
We are sorry to say that we have lost one or two of our detachment
just lately who have gone into the ranks of the Regular Army, but we
all wish them the best of luck and know they will uphold the good name
of the Sittingbourne Territorials. These may rest assured that whenever
they return to Sittingbourne on leave, they will always be heartily
welcomed at the Drill Hall.

THE RAMSGATE DETACHMENT.

An interesting match was fired on the Birchington range between
representative teams of six Royal Air Force (Manstone) and " A " Coy.
4th Battalion The Buffs (Ramsgate). Capt. F. A. Birch, C.S.M. Bennett,
C.S.M. Johnson, L/Cpl. Smithers Fuller and Pte. Meakins were the Buffs
representatives, while R.S.M. West, S.M. Jones, S.M. Bateman, Flight
Sergt. Thompson, Sergt. Pendy and Sergt. Tyndall, were to uphold the
Air Force name. This they did, but only after a very fine struggle for
superiority. The shoot took place over three distances 300, 500, and
600, and the Air Force were declared winners by the small margin of 11
points on the agregate scores R.A.F. 142, Buffs, 131. The Captains of
teams also fired a rapid practise 300. One minute exposure which resul
ted as follows :
Capt. F. A. Brisley, Buffs, 18 rounds field score, 31.
R.S.M. West, R.A.F., 15 rounds field score, 33.

Weekly Dances.

Our weekly Dances both at Ramsgate and Margate are indeed a
great boon to our social side. They bring the men together and many
pleasant hours are spent with old Buffs in this way.

Whitsun Camp.

The whole company are looking forward to a promised Whitsun
Weekend Camp which will be held at Birchington as was our Easter
Camp of last year for which the men hold very pleasant recollections.

Ramsgate Carnival, Easter Monday.

It will be interesting to know that Sergt.Major Jefferies (Recruiting
Sergt. to this District) late Buffs received the thanks of the Corporation
for his very valuable services rendered in connection with the above
Carnival held for the Blind of this District, and whichwas both financially
and otherwise a hugesuccess,and due toa great measure to him and other
helpers. Incidentally R.Q.M.S. C. Mullett and many other Buffs were
also identified with this effort.
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The Sportsman.

Please Watch This Space

PLAYS THE GAME for
the game's sake.
2. PLA YS FOR HIS SIDE
and not for himself.
3. Is a good winner and a good
loser (i.e., modest in
victory and generous in

Here is a comprehensive list of advertisers in this issue.
A similar list will be published each month in this space.
You will be doing 44 The Dragon " a VERY GREAT SERVICE
if you will kindly consult their advertisements in our pages
and let them be a guide to you in your shopping.

1.

Accepts all decisions in a
proper spirit.
Is chivalrous towards an
opponent.
Is unselfish and always
ready to help others to

I

THE 120 YARDS HURDLES.

N this race 10 hurdles have to be jumped, 3 feet
6 inches high. There are 10 yards between each
hurdle, and 15 yards from start to first hurdle and last
hurdle to finish.
Record time is 14 2/5th seconds, and the standard
A.A.A. championship time 16 1 /5th seconds. It is
obvious, then, that the two chief assets for this event
are speed and spring—as for the high and long jumper.
In addition to this, to be able to hurdle successfully,
the hurdler must develop style, i.e., the correct method
of hurdling, or he will waste time jumping each hurdle
instead of hurdling them.
V

STYLE.

The present day style of hurdling is known as the
" straight leg," due to the fact that the front leg is
raised to the hurdle without being bent at all—more in
the nature of a stride over the hurdle. In the old style
the front leg was bent—the knee foremost and the foot
and ankle tucked up underneath the knee which ne
cessitated a higher rise from the ground, besides a drag
of the rear foot, causing appreciable waste of time.
The object of the straight leg style is to cover the
complete distance of 120 yards in the quickest space
of time, with a continuous straight forward movement
of head and shoulders, instead of an up and down move
ment.
There is little time to waste in getting over hurdles
if record time or even standard time is to be approached.
As much of the body, then, as possible must be kept
on its move forward in the same line as possible, the
passing over of the hurdle being done by a peculiar
action of leg and lower part of body.
To do this necissitates certain muscles being brought
into prominent play which are not normally used and
these are chiefly the muscles of the thigh and buttocks.
The action of crossing the hurdle is more in the
nature of a heave than a jump. The front leg must
be raised straight up, with a certain amount of lift to
the whole body. The buttocks have to be carried over
the 3 feet 6 inches obstacle and few men will be able
to stride this height without a certain amount of lift.
Now, to avoid this lift being carried right through
to head and shoulders, and so varying the line of move
ment, the head and shoulders must be dropped.
The rear leg has then to be brought on and this must
be bent in an S form from the thigh with the toe pointing
up as much as possible to avoid catching the hurdle.
When the rear leg is over the hurdle a further effort
is required from the back and thigh muscles to push
that rear leg forward so that the full stride is maintained
and no time lost.

(To be continued next month).
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Our Competitions.

Balances of Deceased Soldiers.

NCE again we intend giving competitions a run
for their money, and have set aside the sum of
£5 as prize money.
Appended below will be found full particulars of
the fun of the fair released with this number, and all
we ask is for entries, entries, and more entries, so that
our competition revival may be a success.

npHE following amounts are notified as being available
l
for distribution to next of kin or others in respect
of the names mentioned.
Applications from persons supposing themselves
entitled to claim should be sent to The Secretary, War
Office, London, S.W.I, and envelopes marked outside,
" Effects."

O

ESSAY COMPETITION.

A prize of £1 will be given for the best essay on

Discipline.
Conditions.—M.SS. must be written on one side

of the paper only and must not exceed 600 words.
Open to all ranks exclusive of officers.

PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION.

A prize of £1 will be given for the best and most
original snapshot submitted to The Dragon.
Conditions.—Open to all ranks. Any subject may
be chosen.

Private H. Evans,
,,
C. F. Sedgwick
E. C. Sedgwick
,,
T. Jackson
,,
A. Shaill
,,
G. S. Burke
,,
C. J. Burns
L/Cpl. F. R. Hinckley

SHORT ARTICLE COMPETITION.

Also The Dragon is sorely in need of good short
articles, stories, and sketches not exceeding 800 words
in length, and a prize of £1 will be given for the best
submitted.
Conditions.—Open to all ranks. M.SS. to be written
on one side of the paper only.

CONSOLATION PRIZES.

There will be a fiveshilling consolation prize awarded
to the sender of the next best in each of the above.

Closing Date.

In order to give our readers plenty of time, the
closing date for entries for each competition will be

June 10th,

and the results will be published in the July Dragon.
There will be no entry fees and no coupons, every
thing being made as simple as possible. In addition to
providing the means, we hope, of affording our readers
some amusement, our aim of course is to improve the
contents of The Dragon. That this can be done, we are
the first to admit, and that there must be a considerable
amount of talent amongst our 2,700 and more readers,
we have not the slightest doubt, and we ask all who
possess it to put aside their modesty and send their
best to us.

£ s d.

34 18
12 0

6 0
6 18
1 8

12 5
28 15
15 1

"The Dragon" Small Ads.

DRAWING COMPETITION.

The Dragon is badly in need of Black and White
work, and a prize of £1 will be given for the best and
most original drawing submitted.
Conditions.—Same as for photographic competition.

The Buffs

(For Rates apply to the Editor).
Q I D N E Y T E R R Y , Electrical and Mechanical
IO Engineer, 88 St. Dunstan's Street, Canterbury.
Electrical Installations, Bells, Telephones, Country
House Electric Lighting Plants, and complete Wireless
sets supplied. Telephone No. 19 Canterbury. Tele
grams, " Terry, Canterbury."

R

W. DOWLING, 110 Northgate Street, Canterbury
for Antiques, Books, Pictures, Bricabrac, etc.,
good and exceptionally cheap. All goods marked in
plain figures.
Give us a call.

F

O R DRUGS and MEDICINES of the highest
quality, at low prices, go to A. V. LESTER,
CHEMIST, 3 The Borough and 5 Station Road West,
Canterbury. Full range of toilet goods.

R

P A R T N E R, Borough Meat Store, Canterbury.
, Telephone 309. Deal from an exService man,
who caters for the Officers' Mess, Depot. One quality
only, the best.

D
C

G A R E Y , Confectioner and Pastrycook. Dances
i and Socials catered for. The Dove Bakery, 115
Northgate Street, Canterbury.

URE THAT CORN, by using the new remedy,
" DIAMOND " CORN CURE. Painless, safe,
and sure ! Price 1/ from A. V. LESTER, CHEMIST,
3 The Borough, and 5 Station Road West, CANTER
BURY.

Holding On.
The other morning the manager of a certain London
hotel discovered the bootboy in the act of cleaning a
pair of brown laceup nines outside one of the bedroom
doors.
" How often have I told you," snapped the manager,
" that you mustn't clean boots anywhere except down
stairs ? Take that pair down at once."
" I can't," replied the bootboy.
" What d'ye mean—can't !" demanded the manager.
" Well, sir," replied the boy, " the gentleman inside
this bedroom is a Scotchman, and he's holding on to
the laces !"

HORTON Bros., The Borough,
CANTERBURY.
Glass, Cutlery and
Kitchen Utensils
at
lowest

Films Developed and Printed.
B. & W. FISKIVIOORE,
Canterbury.
Kodaks.
Tel. 337.

Prices.
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The Small Poultry Keeper.

The White Horse of Kent.

(Specially written for The Dragon).

rMHOSE who take real interest in their county are
JL well acquainted with the Kentish badge, the
rampant white horse with the attached motto " Invicta."
Men of other counties sometimes comment on this,
humorously suggesting that the people of Kent were
frequently overwhelmed by foreign invaders, so that
the horse should be represented in a less belligerent
attitude with the motto " Victa," rather than " Invicta.
Naturally, Kent prefers the horse and motto used from
time immemorial, and is mildly surprised that other
counties have none at all, or nothing so interesting.
It is possible that the white horse was introduced into
Kent by members of a wandering tribe, hailing originally
from Tartary, where white horses roamed wild according
to Herodotus, who recorded the fact 2,342 years ago.
As regards the motto there may be more truth in
it than critics are aware. Invaders having landed on
the bleak shores of Kent perhaps escaped immediate
notice, or temporarily drove off the illarmed natives,
whom it was impossible to follow.and defeat in the
dense woods which then covered the county. So the
old saying " He who fights and runs away lives to fight
another day," may have been well illustrated by our
ancestors, causing their descendants to claim that they
have never been beaten.

HP HE White Leghorn is generally speaking the best
bird for the small private poultry keeper, who
expects a steady egg production and an occasional
table bird. The cockerels are certainly small, but they
attain their full size rapidly and can be specially fattened
during the last fortnight. To set against the disadvan
tage of the size of the cockerels for table it must be
remembered that the pullets start laying extraordinarily
early. Birds of a good strain hatched in April can with
ordinary care be relied upon to lay in early October
and to go right on till the following May or June,
averaging four eggs a week during the entire period.
Unless a foreign strain has crept into the breeding pens,
this breed can also be counted on not to go broody—
which with the small domestic poultry keeper is sheer
waste of time.
It is not considered economical to breed from un
selected stock, only the poultry fancier on a large scale,
who can trap nest carefully, and select and reselect
his egg producing strains, can be relied on for trust
worthy settings ; and for those who wish to keep from
ten to twenty laying birds, which is the number the
average household can keep supplied with broth and
scraps for their soft food, it is imperative to have the
best possible strain, if the annual accounts are to balance
successfully.
Any poultry keeping leaflet, such as those issued
free by the makers of patent goods and spices, will tell
the beginner how to set about keeping chickens. An
experienced old broody can usually be loaned or bought
from a neighbour and put for 24 hours on dummy eggs
in a quiet shed, protected from vermin and dogs, to see
if she is really determined to set. The setting of eggs
which can come by return post or rail should be well
rested before being carefully slipped under the old
lady, who is then best left as much as possible alone
till the 21 days are over, with however a liberal supply
of water and maize. With good eggs and a good mother
90% of chickens should result, and with ordinary care
and good fortune 75% should be vigorous chicks at three
months old.
As regards feeding, it is best to follow rigorously
the directions given by the leaflets issued by a really
reliable firm, remembering that it is poor economy
to let the mother eat the chickens' food. She can be
kept well supplied with large grain and should be ready
to leave the chickens and start laying in three weeks'
time from the hatching out. It is poor economy to
leave the mother with the chicks a day longer than
is necessary for the warmth at night, but they must have
sheltered coops and protection from vermin. It is a
great convenience to the small poultry keeper if he
can arrange for two or three broods to hatch about the
same date. This simplifies the feeding, and the chicks
can all be penned together when they leave the mother.
The most important point to remember in poultry
keeping is not to over feed. As soon as it is noticed
that any food is left lying half an hour after it has been
given, supplies must be lessened. It is far better for
birds to be underfed than overfed, particularly for egg
production.
With Leghorns it is possible to distinguish very
easily between the cockerels and pullets, and it is wise to
separate them as soon as possible, to enable the latter
to receive more careful attention as to feeding. The
former can be trusted to pick up a living running
comparatively wild until just before being wanted
for the table.
A pullet lays best the first year and is as a rule
well worth keeping for the second season—but with only
a few birds from which maximum productivity is ex
perienced, does it pay to let a hen live beyond her second
summer.

Kentish Gazette and Canterbury Press.
Thanks very much.
We are indebted to the following for receiving their
Subscription at the 15/ rate :—
Maj. A. W. Noutt, Captains W. T. Hill and R. G.
Taunton, and Mrs. J. E. Sankey.

Mine /l&ercbants to Ib.flb. Hbe Hung.

J. H. & J. BROOKE, Ltd.
134 SANDGATE Rd., FOLKESTONE
HIGH STREET, HYTHE
27 CLEMENTS LANE, LONDON, E.G.
Established 1799.

Mine flbercbants to Depot Dbe Buffs.

THE DRAGON

The Regimental Gazette.
Officers.
On completion of their period of service in command, Lt.Cols.
R. McDouall, C.B., C.M.G., C.B.E., D.S.O. and W. H. Trevor, D.S.O.
are placed on the half pay list.
Bt.Lt.Col. R. E. Power, D.S.O. and Bt.Col. J. Kennedy, C.M.G.,
D.S.O., from A. & S. Highlanders, are promoted Lt.Cols.
Capt. & Bt.Major A. G. Kenchington, M.C. has ceased to be
employed with the Tank Corps.
Capt. R. M. Watson has relinquished his appointment as G.S.O.,
3rd Grade.
Et. E. F. Hall, M.C., has relinquished his appointment as Staff
Captain.
Bt.Maj. the Hon. P. G. Scarlett, M.C., has been appointed Brigade
Major from G.S.O., 3rd Grade at the War Office.
Et. A. J. Smith, late 3rd Battalion, on enlistment in the ranks relin
quishes the rank of Eieut.
Capt. R. T. Turpin, late service Battalion, is appointed Captain
with seniority November 15th, 1920.
Bt.Maj. F. Whitaker, M.C., has relinquished his appointment as
D.A.A.G.
Maj. and Bt. Et.Col. R. Bright has retired on retired pay.
Et. H. P. P. Robertson has been seconded for service under the
Colonial Office.
Et. A. C. Penny has relinquished his commission from the 3rd
Battalion.
Major F. W. Tomlinson has been placed on half pay on account of
illhealth.
Captain E. F. D. Strettell, 1st Battalion The Buffs, has been
attached to the 2nd Battalion of his Regiment pending embarkation.
Capt. and Bt. Maj. F. Whitaker, M.C., is restd. to theestabt. (April 1).
Et. A. C. Penny, late Special Reserve is appointed Lieutenant in the
Regular Army Reserve of Officers.

The Dapot.
RECRUITS.
Ptes. S. H. Arnold, A. N. Ansley, W. Adcock, J.S. Bolsom, S. Bailey,

late The Buffs, G. W. Bamford (late Kent R.G.A.), G. S. Batstone
(late 52nd Kent Bde. R.G.A.), F. Bramwell (late R.E.), W. Cole (late
Bty. R.G.A. T.), S. T. Church, W. S Foakins, S. Fellowes, G. H. George,
E. J. Gorham, J. F. Gowar, W. Graham, (late Buffs T.R.), H. J. Goodall,
H. A. Gammon, J. W. Hooker, G. A. Hunt (late R. Munster Fus.),
A. H. Hayles, W. Hook, W. A. Hawkins, W. F. C. Ingram, J. C. Tames
(late Loyal Regt.), W. H. Johnson, W. G. Kendall, W. G. King, (late
Suffolk Regt.), C. J. Kersey (late Suffolk Regt.), A. T. Leadbeatter,
G. N. Mitchell, H. Purvis, H. Pordage, E. A. W. Peares, C. W. Ratcliff,
C. Smissen, E. E. Smith, E. E Stone (late Buffs, T.A.), J. Stuart, H. W.
Wilson, A. E. Wood, F. R. Worthington, P. C. Weekes (late Buffs T )
A. E Williams.

DISCHARGES.

6282067 Pte. R. A. Abel, 6282059 Pte. C. H. Arnold, 6279780 Pte.
Booth, 6279478 Pte. Belsey, 6279415 Pte. Bennett, 6279518 Pte. Barham
6279986 L/C. Bradbury, 6279433 L/S. Chandler, 6278842 Pte. Clarke,
6278253 L/C. W. Ellis, 6281778 Pte. S. Foist, 6279060 Pte. Fox, 6279398
Pte. Harmes, 6280385 Pte. J. Matthews, 6278943 Pte. Marsh, 6281078
Pte. W. Morgan, 6280356 Pte. Matthews, 6279582 Pte. Olive, 6278885
Pte. Perfitt, 6279420 Pte. Parker, 6279387 Cpl. W. H. Prescott, 6280)67
Pte. Roberts, 6278825 Cpl. Rice, 6279842 Pte. Wooller, 387189 Pte.
H. W. Wood, 6278843 Pte. White, 6279732 L/C. Willis.

REVERSIONS.

The undernamed on being posted to the new Depot Establishment
revert to the ranks specified:—6278217 Sgt.Dr. G. Clayton reverts to
Sergeant; while the following Druummers revert to Privates:—
6289323 Dmr. A. Pike, 6280380 Dmr. E. Philpott, 6280324 Dmr. E
Lamming, 6280325 Dmr. R. Wise, 6280382 Dmr. Richards.

PROMOTIONS.

Promoted paid Acting Corporals6278332 L/C. Richardson,
6278771 L/C. Bromley.
Promoted Corporals:—7817166 Pte. C. Boorman, 6281669 Pte. W.
Setterfield.

APPOINTMENTS.

Appointed paid LanceCorporals:—6281708 L/C. Richardson,
6448990 L/C. Knights, 6278211 L/C. Perrott.
Appointed unpaid LanceCorporals :—6281811 Pte. R. Watson,
6281824 Pte. A. Harvey, 6284871 Pte. G. Willson, 21854 Pte. H. T.
Setterfield, 6281512 Pte. C. F. Hearndon, 6278020 Pte. B. D. Hope,
6281379 Pte. E. W. Brown. 6281319 Pte. A. Fellows, 6280456 Pte. G.
Burt, 6281430 Pte. G. Tapp, 6280424 Pte. F. Weller.
Appointed unpaid Recruit LanceCorporals:—6281811 Pte. R.
Watson, 6281824 Pte. A. Harvey, 6281871 Pte. G. Wilson.

EDUCATIONAL AWARDS.

Awarded 2nd Class Certificate:—6279387 Cpl. W. Prescott.
Awarded Third Class Certificates of Education:—6281916 Pte.
Salmon, 6281871 Pte. Willson, 6281951 Pte. Thomas, 6281928 Pte.
Smith, 6281973 Pte. Pye, 6281995 Pte. Dudley, 6191771 Pte. Pinner,
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6281992 Pte. Wilkinson, 6281817 Pte. Willcox, 6281789 Pte. Viney,
6281870 Pte. O'Keefe, 6281932 Pte. Smith, 6281973 Pte. Warwick,
6337320 Pte. McNulty, 6281977 Pte. Bolton, 6281945 Pte. Millar,
6281950 Pte. Butler, 6281975 Pte. Hodges' 6281822 Pte. Warren,
6281876 Pte. Fry, 6281793 Pte. Stevens, 6191725 Pte. Young, 6281868
Pte. McMullen, 6281947 Pte. Johnson, 6281913 Pte. Morscroft,
6281928 Pte. Woods, 6280529 Pte. Goodsell.

EXTENSION OF SERVICE.

Permitted to extend the terms of present reenlistment to a total
of 12 years :—6279990 Pte. J. Keats.
Permitted to continue in the Service beyond 21 years:—6278066
Pte. J. R. Raines.

INCREASE.

The following from the 1st Battalion are posted to The Depot:—
6278102 C.S.M. Bones, 6280167 Pte. Roberts, 6279582 Pte. Olive,
6278943 Pte. Marsh, 6280385 Pte. Matthews, 6279415 Pte. Bennett,
6279520 Pte. Parker, 6281528 Pte. Bartlett, 6279732 L/C. Willis, 6278843
Pte. White, 6278824 Pte. Clarke, 6279060 Pte. Fox, 6279986 L/C. Brad
bury, 6279478 Pte. Belsey, 6278825 Cpl. Rice, 6279433 L/S. Chandler,
6279842 Pte. Wooler, 6279780 Pte. Booth, 6279398 Pte. Harmes,
6278885 Pte. Perfitt, 6280292 Pte. Stone, 6279518 Pte. Barham.
Arrived from overseas and joined the Depot:—6278071 R.Q.M.S.
G. Ings (2nd Battalion).

POSTINGS.

To the S.A. School Hythe:—6278540 Sgt. Burville, 1st Battalion.

The 1st Battalion.
APPOINTMENTS.

6188832 C.Q.M.S. Farrow appointed Acting C.S.M., without pay,
731923. 6188524 Sgt. Pratt, appointed Acting C.Q.M.S. without
pay 731923. 6280363 Pte. Wellard, appointed unpaid Lance
Corporal, 2031923.

EXTENSIONS OF SERVICE.

6279242 Corp. W. Stace, extended the terms of his present re
enlistment to a total of 12 years (7 years Colour Service, 5 years Reserve),
731923. (Authy:—W.O. Letter No. 27/Inf./ 6913 (A.G.8.a) dated
2021923).
6280082 Sgt. R. Summers, extended the terms of his present re
enlistment to a total of 12 years (7 years Colour Service, 5 years Reserve).
(Authy:—W.O. Letter 27/Infy./6981 (A.G.S.a) dated February, 1923).

EMBARKATIONS.

6280356 Pte. H. Matthews, " E " Coy., embarked at Constantinople,
631923 per S.S. Syria for United Kingdom.

GOOD CONDUCT BADGES.

6280997 Pte. W. Perry, granted 1st G.C. Badge, 731923. 6281073
Pte. E. Turner, granted 1st G.C. Badge, 31323.

TRADESMEN'S TESTS.

6280371 Pte. W. Freedman, passed Trade Test as Tailor, Class II.,
on 731923.
vSERVICE.
6281091 Boy W. Laker. Attained age of 18 years, 11323.

The 2nd Battalion.
POSTINGS.

Posted to The Depot:—6278071 R.Q.M.S. G. Ings, 6278173 Sgt.
G. Coaster, 6278331 Sgt. A. Dom. Ongley, 6278391 Sgt. G. Fawcett.

APPOINTMENTS.

Appointed Acting Corporal:—7816793 L/C. C. Ridge.
Appointed Acting L/Cpl. (Paid) :—6278689 L/C. G. Dray.
Appointed Acting Corporals:—6280333 L/C. J. Kelsey, 6280056
L/C. A. Letts.
Appointed Acting Corporal (Unpaid):—6279365 L/C. A. Marsh.
Appointed Acting Corporals (Paid):—6279041 L/C. W. Beal,
6279493 L/C. C. Hassam, 6279388 L/C. J. Wilson, 6279445 L/C. W
Stickels, 6278354 L/C. McGahan, 6279296 L/C. J. Vye, 6278720 L/C
H. Hart, 6278699 L/C. J. Randal, 628020S L/C. A. Jewell, 6278753
L/C. G. Amos, 6280097 L/C. J. Ward, 6278484 L/C. F. Hodges, D.C.M..
6278451 L/C. F. Robinson, 6278472 L/C. W. Martin,
Appointed Acting LanceCorporals (Paid):—6278556 L/C. J.
Rowley, 6278501 L/C. H. Lendrim, 6278518 L/C. A. Trice, 6278788
L/C. E. Wade, 6278479 L/C. W. T. Maplesden, 6279872 L/C. J.Pilcher,
732481 L/C. V. Tutt, 6279244 L/C. F. Dean, 6278679 L/C. H. Tomlin,
6278587 L/C. W. Chisnall, 6278706 L/C. H. Hewitt, 6278599 L/C. R.
Woods.
Appointed Acting Band Corporals (Paid) :—6278974 L/C. R.
Diamond, 6279322 L/C. R. Wickham, 6279192 L/C. F. Bartley.

EDUCATIONAL CERTIFICATES.

Awarded 3rd Class Certificate:—134251 L/C. C. Ridge.

The 4th Battalion.
RECRUITS.

Ptes. C. F. Hearnden, P. H. Sawkings, W. W. Neve, T. E. Baker
F. E. Nash, C. H. Cox.

DISCHARGES.

6280420 Pte. R. R. Capon, 6281079 Pte. W. Chapman, 6280494
E. J. King, 6280942 Pte. W. G. Martin, 6281140 Pte. H. Scott, 6281101
Pte. R. Rolfe, 6281039 Pte. A. W. Graham,

REENGAGEMENTS.

6280963 Pte. A. J. H. Baker, 6281334 Pte. W. A. Norman, 6281084
Pte. J. Clifford.
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Personalia.

Captain T. Wheler has returned to London, as have
Captain and Mrs. Goff.

UR readers will be interested to hear that the first
edition (2,000) of Colonel Moody's History is now
sold out. 250 extra unbound copies have now been
bound up and are available for sale. The question
of a 2nd edition is under consideration.

Colonel and Mrs. Trevor have been looking for a
house at Folkestone and we are very glad to hear that
they are thinking of settling in East Kent.

O

At a Committee Meeting holden on 14th April,
the Hon. Treasurer (Major L. Howard Smith) declared
a profit on the sale of this volume, of £185. It was
decided to devote this sum towards the production
of a volume, or volumes, dealing with the period 1704
1914, which it is hoped may be proceeded with in the
near future.
A vote of thanks was unanimously passed to Lieut.
C. R. B. Knight for his generous gift, to the Committee,
of the 60 bound copies and 250 unbound copies of his
father's volume dealing with the period 1572—1704.
These may be obtained from the Hon. Sec., Major
F. W. Tomlinson, Audit House, Victoria Embank
ment, London, as follows :—in original binding, (half
calf), at original price, 25/ (plus 1/6 postage). Uniform
with Colonel Moody's volume, 15/ (plus 1/6 postage).
We much regret to have to announce the sudden
death from double pneumonia of Captain C. L. Connel
lan, late The Buffs, which took place at Johnston House,
Carlow, on May 5th.
Major Cobbe has found a house and is in process
of settling down at Balcombe, near fewes/
A correspondent informs us that he recently had
an old 1st and 7th Battalion man as caddy at St. Augus
tine's Golf Club, Ebbsfleet near Ramsgate ; this was
Mr. C. Beech (late 6424 Pte).
Two other old Buffs are to be met with occasionally
on the links at Hythe, on Saturdays and Sundays ;
one, Mr. C. J. Carter (late 10072 Pte, 1st Battalion)
is on the staff of the Small Arms School and lives next
door to Messrs. Blizzard and Ovenden, who, we are
glad to hear are both doing well. Carter gets about
extraordinarily well on his artificial leg.
The other is Mr. T. Fullager (late 12671 Pte.) who
recently got his discharge from the 1st Battalion, having
joined the 2nd in 1917 and being sent to Fermoy from
Mesopotamia. Fullager was married about two months
ago.
We hear that Colonel and Mrs. Eaton have gone off
to Norway for the summer.

Captain J. Hamilton (late 7th Battalion) has left
Newfoundland, and is now on the Polosi Estate, J amaica.
We are indebted to Colonel A. E. Kirkpatrick,
Commandant of the Queen's Own Rifles of Canada, for
kindly sending us a dozen copies of the Year Book
published on the occasion of the annual dinner of
members past and present of the Regiment, and from
which will be found extracts on page 201 ; and also for
forwarding annual subscriptions to The Dragon on behalf
of the Canadian Military Institute, their Officers' Club,
their Sergeants' Mess, and their Buglers' Mess and
Band.
The Year Books we have distributed amongst the
1st and 2nd Battalions and The Depot, where the
story of the founding of The Queen's Own Association,
with aims and objects almost identical with those of
our own Past and Present Association, will no doubt
be read with much interest.
These two Associations, in fact, seem to be so closely
related that, perhaps we may be allowed to throw
out the suggestion that they might become actually
affiliated, and that members of the one might be Hon
orary Members of the other and vice versa. In any case
we extend our best wishes for the future to the Queen's
Own Association and hope they may keep The Dragon
informed of their doings from time to time.
Congratulations to C.S.M. O. Mason on his appoint
ment to the staff of The Kent Messenger.
Major Greenway, who, we are glad to learn, has been
free of all trouble in his stump for some considerable
time, raises the following interesting query :—
" Have you ever heard the Regimental March
called the Earl of Lothian's March ? I have
a manuscript music book which contains a
piece of music book which contains a piece
of music so named which is nothing else than the
Buffs' Quick Step."
We hear of Colonel Gage, once a Buff Subaltern,
having recently visited Torquay with his wonderfully
equipped 161 ton yacht. During his visit, Major and
Mrs. Marriott had tea on board and marvelled at the
luxurious nature and the extent of the accommodation
available.
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BrigadierGeneral and Mrs. Hickson have returned
to England and are back at 64 Ashley Gardens, after
a short visit to Major and Mrs. Marriott at Torquay.
The following officers have left the Depot for the
:2nd Battalion at Portland:—
Captain E. W. P. Haymen, Captain D. A. Wilkins,
M.B.E., Eieut. W. H. Rowe, Et. H. F. d'A. Symonds,
and 2nd Et. K. M. C. Mallam.
We are indebted to the Dorset Natural History and
Antiquarian Field Club for the loan of the blocks of the
two Portland illustrations appearing with this number.
In an early issue of The Dragon we look forward to
publishing an article by Captain Maiden on Ypres and
Armentieres with special reference to their condition
"today as compared to 1915 when occupied by the 1st
Battalion.
Captain Harry J ackson has sailed for East Africa
and we wish him the best of luck. Here is an extract
irom a letter he sent us a few days prior to his departure.
" I'm really exceedingly lucky as I'm going out to
great friends 56 miles from Nairobi. They
have a farm four miles by one mile,* are giving
me 200 acres rent free, and are going to help
me put up a small house later. They think
there are great prospects for the country in the
near future."
Mr. W. H. Holmes, late Sgt. Master Shoe Maker,
1st Battalion, is now Instructor to a Boot and Shoe
class for disabled exService men at Dublin.
We are particularly anxious to obtain the address
of Et. A. F. Tailby who is a subscriber to The Dragon,
but whose paper has been returned to us through the
dead letter office.
Sgt. H. W. Crawley, O.R. Sergeant of the 1st Battal
ion The Eeicestershire Regiment, and late 2nd Battalion
The Buffs, has put us into touch with Sgt.Major Single
ton, late the Buffs, who is now Garrison SergeantMajor
at Aldershot.
Mr. W. F. Fearncombe asks us to put him into touch
with Captain R. M. Watson to whom he was batman
both in France and Germany. Captain Watson is now
on the Staff of the British Embassy in Paris.
And Mr. P. F. Tucker, late the Buffs, and now
serving as a private with the 1st Battalion of the Duke
of Cornwall's Eight Infantry, in Chakrata, India, asks
to be remembered to R.S.M. Dare and C.S.M. Eane.
A good example of one Buff helping another is to
be found in the appointment of Sergt. P. J. MacMahon
as clerk in the Recruiting Office at Birmingham. Here
is the story. A few weeks ago we received a letter
from Mr. E. Keeler, late the Buffs, stating that he was
relinquishing this appointment after having held it
for a period of 22 years, and asking if we knew of another
Buff who might like to fill. it. A visit to the Depot
Orderly Room got us into touch with Sgt. MacMahon,
and now we receive the, following message from Major
Eloyd, Commanding the Birmingham City Recruiting
Zone.
" I thank you for finding me so capable a man to
replace Mr. Keeler in my office, and I trust Mr. Mac
Mahon will do as well in this office and stay as long as
Mr. Keeler has dope."

Our competition revival announced last month
cannot be said to be a very happy one up to date, and
we are compelled to make a very strong appeal to our
readers, both officers and other ranks, to send in their
entries by J une 20th. Full particulars will be found on
page 217.
And another strong appeal made with this number
is to the Territorial Battalion to make their copy as
comprehensive and as regular in its supply as that of
the 1st and 2nd Battalion and the Depot.
Amongst the many who have written to Major
Tomlinson supporting his proposals for the Regimental
Golf Meeting are MajorGeneral Sir Arthur Eynden
Bell, MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbridge, Colonel Trevor,
Colonel Bradley Dyne, Major George Porter, Major
Henry Hardy, Bt.Col. J. Kennedy, Major Reeves,
Captain Hamilton, Major J ackson, and Et.Col. Mc
Douall.
We congratulate Major G. A. Porter on winning the
Stanton Selling Plate, at Wolverhampton, on the 22nd
May. His horse, Aliados, started at 6 to 1.
MajorGeneral Sir Guy and Eady Bainbridge are,
we understand, going abroad for some considerable
time as soon as the former relinquishes command of
the 1st Division at Aldershot.
We would again remind our readers of the date and
place of the Dragon Club Dinner vide the notice on page

206.

As we go to press the news reaches us that the 1st
Battalion celebrated Albuhera Day jointly with the
Royal Fusiliers, and we look forward to publishing the
full story of what took place in our next issue.
We would be glad if readers would place their order
for bound copies of the 1923 Dragons as early as possible,
as such information is helpful in regard to the placing
of our monthly printing' order.
Our readers will join us in thanking our printers
for the gallant way they have tackled this issue of The
Dragon. Their monotype machine broke down, but
in order that The Dragon might appear up to time, they
sacrificed their Saturday halfholiday, and the better
part of Sunday to making up headway. For this we
thank them.
The suggestion has again been made to us that the
Past and Present Association would do well to issue
a pamphlet embracing its policy, aims, and objects, etc.,
and giving the names of the Executive Committee, so
that this may be distributed amongst potential mem
bers. It is represented that few are really aware of the
aims and objects of the Association beyond the holding
of our Annual Dinner, and that, on this account, it is
unreasonable to expect either the maintenance of its
existing membership, or the great increase which should
be possible and which is, in any case, very desirable.
The following has reached us from Mr. W. Eewis,
late the Buffs. :—
" I am wondering if any of your numerous readers
could send me a crochet pattern of the Buffs' regimental
crest, The Dragon. My wife has tried to obtain this
but has not been successful."
Mr. Eewis writes from C/o, Mrs. Post, Teynham.
Kent.

THE

Colonels of the Buffs.

No. 22. Lieut.General Charles Leigh.
Colonel of The Buffs, 18091815.
T^HE writer has once more to apologise, and for the
*
third time in succession, for the profound
obscurity which surrounds the subject of his article:
he apologises on their behalf rather than his own/ The
descendants of our William Style, who today brew
excellent ale Maidstone way, could tell nothing of their
forbear who was colonel of the Buffs from 1779 to 1786.
Of two baronets, a knight and an M.P., all bearing his
name, none could tell us anything of that Thomas Hall,
wellknown authority on duties at camp and parade,
who was colonel from 1786 to 1809. Exactly the same
may be said of the subject of the present article, who
wras colonel during a period when no less than eight
fresh honours were gained by the Buffs :—Albuhera,
Vittoria, Pyrenees, Nivelle, Nive, Orthes, Toulouse,
and Peninsula.
Charles Eeigh joined the third foot guards in 1764,
and was present at the American battle of Bedford,
the landing on New York Island, the White Plains,
and the attack on Fort Washington and Westfield,
Eater on, in 1793, he was with the storming party at
Valenciennes where he greatly distinguished himself ;
he was groom of the bedchamber to the Prince Regent
and Eieutenant Governor of the Isle of Wight.
It was General Eeigh who carried through the idea
of striking a special medal for Captain Eatham and it
may perhaps be of interest to quote the letter which
gave authority for this to be done :
" Horse Guards, January 4th, 1813.—Sir, I have laid
" before the CommanderinChief your letter of yester
" day's date, with its enclosures from Eieut.Colonel
" Stewart, of the regiment under your command,
" submitting, in the name of the corps, that Eieut.
" Eatham, of that regiment, may be authorized to wear
" a Gold Medal, which his brother officers had unani
" mously voted him, as a testimonial of their sense of
" the distinguished conduct he had displayed, by his
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" protection of the colours of the regiment in the Battle
" of Albuera.
" His Royal Highness much approves of this mark of
" the sense which the Officers of the Buffs entertain of
" the merit and gallantry of Eieutenant Eatham;
" and His Royal Highness is also impressed with a high
" opinion of the propriety of feeling which has induced
" them to solicit proper authority for the grant of such a
" distinction to that officer.
" I have, etc.,
H. TORRENS.
" To General Charles Eeigh, Colonel 3rd Foot (or Buffs)."
A description of the battles in which the regiment
took part is outside the scope of this article, but it may
be well to mention that, in addition to those already
named, the Buffs Were present, without being actually
engaged, at the battle of Busacol (26th September,
1810) and they were on the right of the line at Torres
Vedras. In 1814 they were engaged at St. Palais (14th
February) where Major Cameron, who had distinguished
himself at Albuhera, was again wounded and on the 2nd
March they were present at the battle of Aire. The
battle of the Pyrenees has been chosen to illustrate this
article as being the battle, after Albuhera, where the
regiment suffered the heaviest casualties. The only
officer killed on this occasion was Eieutenant Walsh,
who had greatly distinguished himself at Albuhera—
in fact for some time after the battle, until the facts
became known, he had the credit of having saved the
colours.
On the 31st May, 1814, the regiment embarked for
Canada where it was brigaded under Major General
Sir Manley Power. After seeing a good deal of fighting
it reembarked on the 4th June, 1815, and was on the
high seas when the battle of Waterloo was fought. It
landed at Ostend and joined the Duke's army at Paris,
in camp at St. Denis, where it was reviewed by the
Kings of France and Prussia and the Emperors of Russia
and Austria. In this year, as was stated in the previous
article, the 2nd Battalion was reduced.
F.W.T.

Battle of the Pyrenees, 25th July, 1823.
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The 1st Battalion.
rT>HE

Battalion has now com
pleted the first year of its
present tour of foreign service,
and, it can be truthfully said that,
never before, have there been
so many moves—even the usually
immobile Battalion Headquarters
has changed its place of residence
on twelve days
Our present resting place is
in some comparatively new and
comfortable huts at Kilia along
side the Royal Fusiliers. Kilia
was the name of a small bay but
now the fields are covered with
huts and huge dumps of stores,
and the new tintown is called by
the name of the bay. Within
four miles one can plainly see the
Eastern slopes of the Anzac battlefields where the graves
are now being carefully tended by the Australian Repre
sentatives of the Imperial War Graves Commission.
A few were sorry to leave the Maritza, but most of us
did not object to a change. Before the Battalion left
General T. O. Marden visited the men at Battalion
Headquarters and seemed agreeably pleased with what
he saw.
The journey to Kilia, which^by the way is only
ei ghty miles from our railway trucks on the Maritza,
through Constantinople was unusually pleasant for
a move. At Sirkedji station we were met by all the
Quartermaster's Department of the Grenadier Guards
who supplied everyody with an excellent breakfast.
Special arrangements were made for leave boats and,
on the Friday morning, about six hundred men went
up the Bosphorus on the Waterwitch to see the sights
that wealthy tourists have recently been spending their
thousands of dollars to see.
At Kilia we were met by the Band and Drums of
the Royal Fusiliers who marched us to our new quarters
and had already been helping our cooks to get the dinner
ready Everybody is very busy either with Company
Training or trying to make the Camp more comfortable.
We are hoping to arrange to troop our Regimental
Colour in conjunction with the Royal Fusiliers on
Albuhera Day and then finish off the finals of the
Regimental Sports.
We have to congratulate Sergeant Gibson and
the boxing team who went to Constantinople on being
second in the Boxing Tournament open to all Units in
the Command.
We congratulate our Commanding Officer on his
promotion to Substantive Eieutenant Colonel which
was noticed as appearing in the London Gazette recently.
We were all very sorry to let our Quartermaster go
off for a little leave before he takes up his appointment
at the Depot. We wish to congratulate him on being
awarded the ancient " Order of'the Anatolian Sheep "
with bell, which was conferred on him previous to
leaving !
We trust Captain Causton's arm will soon be put
right and he will be able to come back to us sound and
well. We are expecting the early return of Eieut. Rose
from his strenuous work as A.D.C. to General Marden.
FAREWELL ORDER.
The following " Farewell Order" is printed for
those to see that have served under our Colonel Mc
Douall to whom we wish to express our thanks for the
kind sentiments he expresses and to good luck for the
future.

" On relinquishing Command of the Battalion,
I desire to thank all ranks, Officers, Warrant Officers,
NonCommissioned Officers, Men and Boys for the help
they have given me in carrying out my duties as Com
manding Officer
It is a great satisfaction to me to know what a good
and friendly spirit exists between all ranks ; and to know
that the Battalion is efficient and fit to take the field.
I wish you all happiness and success in the future.
R. MCDOUALL,
Lieut.Colonel."
JLHE

CORPORALS' MESS

Once more we have started a Mess going on our arrival at Kilia,
more commonly known as the " Gallipoli Peninsular." We have found
ourselves in very good Company, being stationed next to the 2nd
Battalion The Royal Fusiliers, the Corporals of which kindly allowed
us to use their Mess until our own was fitted up. The first thing we did
was to have a meeting, and we discovered that we were respectably in
credit. Somebody wanted to start spending it all, but Corpl. Bell
(" Dingers") was against it, so we shall remain slightly in credit.
However we decided to put out a feeler, so to speak, and have a game
of football with our neighbouring Corporals which was duly played on
the afternoon of Saturday, 5th May. The game was started with us
kicking against a very strong wind. Neither side showed to very much
advantage, and after about 20 mins. Parry scored from a free kick,
which was the only goal scored during the whole game. We had some
hard luck in the second half, Parry very nearly scoring again. It was
a splendidly taken first time shot and hit the upright. After a very
ordinary game with no exciting incidents, the game was concluded with
us the winners by 1 goal to 0. I think that our friends the Fusiliers
would give us a much better game, on a more respectableday. However
they did their best, but a gale of wind spoilt everything. The team was
as follows:—
Goal:—Church; Backs:—Russell,
James; Halves:—Axten,
Parry, Wilcox; Forwards:—Jones, G. McLean, Hughes, Faulkner,
Read.
" SCRIBE."

Things we want to know.

Why should some people kid themselves that they can play football,
and when they get on the field, make rings round themselves, instead
of round their opponents ?
Why do Corporals go to see the football, and then go to sleep instead
of watching the game ?
And when asked how the game was, reply "Pretty good ? "
Exactly how many Junior N.C.O.'.* have joined the" Band of Hope?"

A COMPANY.

The opening days of May find us on the Gallipoli Peninsula, but
since we last wrote we have had a short stay at Kuleli Burgas under
canvas; Nos. 1 and 2 Platoons and 12 Platoon of " C" Coy.,—who
were on Detachment with us, were sent on from Souffli to take over the
Camp, and on arrival at Battalion Headquarters, they were very grateful
to " B " Coy. for the breakfast they had waiting. One of our Corporals
said he had never seen so much bacon on his plate since he enlisted !
The following morning saw Nos. 3 and 4 Platoons and the Drums
steam into Kuleli, the Drums being very loathe to be detached from
" Greek Headquarters " from whom they received great praise. " B "
Coy, found breakfast again, for which many thanks, and after which
they joined Nos. 1 and 2 Platoons who were busy erecting the new home.
The camp, is beautifully situated, and the R.Q.M.S. put in some
really hard work getting the canvas laid out. We spent the first week
in our new home putting up the qan vas and tidying up generally. Some
body had a " Peg " craze, and our "Toby" became a pastmaster at
dressing them, even being able to tell in the dark if a peg was out of place
—"some eye!"
In spite of being only eleven days in our Canvas home, we managed
to get some Platoon football matches off, and there were some surprises,
No. 2 being beaten by No. 3 by 2 goals to nil. This was No. 2 Platoon's
first defeat since Bostandjik when No. 3 then gave them a set back;
No. 2 call themselves the Souffli League Champions ;
We got another surprise at Kuleli when No. 1 beat No. 3 by 2 goals
to 1 ; No. 1 is Uncle Bert's Platoon, and No. 3 Jona's. They are going
to have it out between them; but there's no cause to wrong, they will not
hurt one another.
The advance guard for Kilir left Kuleli on the morning of the 20th
ulto, and took over the huts occupied by the two Companies of the
K.O.S.B.'s. The battalion followed a week lata:, arriving at their new
and present destination on the 28th. On arriving at Sirredje Station,
Constant, at 6:30 on the morning of the 26th they found a good break
fast awaiting them, cooked and prepared by the Guards, for which the
whole Companies offer their thanks—nothing pleases us more than a
good " scranup "—ask Pte. Saunders of 2 Platoon.
The Coy. earned great praise from the A.L.M.O. Constant., in the
way they handled the battalion's; baggage from the railway trucks on
to the lighters ; they accomplished the task in one hour—a really good
performance.
f
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^ ^avmg got the baggage aboard the S.S. Roland, the Commanding
Officer granted leave to Constant, for a few hours, for which, those that
I^ereJUCky' rwere very thankful; having been up in the wilderness of
the Mantza for over three months, thej7 made the most of the few hours
at their disposal.
We are getting very comfortable in our Hutments here on the
Peninsula, but what we want to know is, are we ever going to Gib. ?
There is plenty of room for training, B and D are already on Coy. Train
ing, and at the same time we are preparing to receive the Colours off the
Royal Sovereign, where they have been for safe custody since we were at
Bostandjik, and we are trooping the Regimental Colour in conjunction
with the Royal Fusiliers on Albuhera Day,
Iy J. W.

B COMPANY.

This month found us still at KuleliBurgas, Nos. 5 and 8 Platoons
at Company Headquarters, and 6 and 7 Platoons at Kennedy's camp.
We have played three games of football in the Harris Shield com
petition ; the first being with " C " Company to whom we lost 20,
and the second against " D " Company with whom we drew 11. The
It1 I U3 a sPlendld game, and we were sorry to see C.S.M. Mould leave
the held owing to an injury to his knee. The third game was against
A Company to whom we lost 40, but they had a good reputation
and we live in hopes to beat " A " next season.
On Monday, April 9th, the three Companies at Battalion Headquar
ters, were inspected by General T. O. Marden, who remarked upon the
fine turnout of the men. He also specially remarked upon the splendid
turnout at Kennedy's Camp. The General also let us know that our
tour of the Maritza was soon to be at an end.
We received orders to move on the 25.4.23 to Kilia which is situated
m the Dardanelles Area, opposite Chanak. We are very comfortable
5^ mdeed. We are living in Nissen Huts, and we are getting quite
®ftded d°wn Seems good to see other units, as we were the only
British infantry in Thrace.
This is an interesting place here, as just about five miles from here is
where the two companies of " Buffs" landed at Suvla Bay on the Galli
poli peninsular in 1915. We hope to have some trips over the battle
fields later on.
Our neighbours here are the 2nd Battalion Royal Fusiliers, and
already we are great friends. We hope to have some good times in the
near future. Hie 2nd Battalion relieved this same Battalion at Aden.
Our duties here consist of guards, but we of the " Bees," are now
struck off duties for a month for Company training.
News is just to hand that our Company Commander is to leave us
very soon for England, owing to trouble with an old wound, We all
hope that this is not serious, and that he has a good voyage, and also
that he may be back amongst us very soon.
We are all looking forward to the Sports on Albuhera Day, we have
a good number of entries and should do very well. We take the Colours
from off the Royal Sovereign on the 10th May, it will be remembered they
were placed on H.M.S. Revenge for safe custody whilst the Battalion was
at Bostandjik.

Things we wa/it to know.

Who reads detail for the Company Cooks ?
Has Cozens found his " Jacket ? "
Who took first prize in the first aid competition ?
Who was the Sergeant who arrived home with a Fusiliers' Cap ?
Does Calvo use " Tatcho ? "

" BUXON."

C COMPANY.

Welcome to our new Company Commander, Captain A. J. Peareth
who joined us on 12th April.
April has found us preparing for Sports, and participating in the
Harris Shield Football Competition. Results : Beat B 4nil. Beat
D, 3—nil, and lost to A Coy. 3—1, the latter being the best game but fate
was against us. Points to date in Harris Shield : Boxing 2, Football
l, lotal o.
On 22nd we held InterPlatoon Sports and found some very useful
talent for the Regimental Sports to be held on 16th May. The M.G.
Platoon who we shall be sorry to lose next year were easy winners with
20 points, the next best being No. 10 Platoon with 9 Points.
The individual winners wfere 100 yards Beck, 220 yards, L/Cpl. Shaw
440 yards Steed, 880 yards L/C. Parry, 1 mile Paul, 3 miles Steed, High
f'/S.Skaw' bong Jump Hadlow, Putting Shot Cribben, Tug of
War, No. 9 Platoon, Relay M.G. Platoon.
We hope to be able to mark them winners again this month.
On 25th we left the " City " of Demotika to rejoin the Battalion
lor the move to Kilia. We were sorry to part with the friends we had
nmde there and they were sorry the British forces were leaving. No.
12 Platoon joined us at Kuleli Burgas and we are very pleased to have
them back.

Things we want to know.

Torches Electric—Uses of and for what purpose at Platoon Set.
6
borrowed one.
. ,T1*e signal for the withdrawal of outposts as night when a platoon
is deaf to whistles.

D COMPANY.

We fiave little to talk about, except for platoon matches, especially
the one m which 13 platoon played the Signallers at Kuleli Burgas and
wo*1
but, alas ! 13 were two men deficient on parade next morning
and toey are still in hospital at Constantinople. We all wish them a
speedy recovery. From then until the move tne special order of the day
was camp fatigues.

The train journey was not too bad considering for we obtained
much amusement from the various incidents, such as making hammocks
with blankets; the idea was sailorlike but the knots were not, thus
accounting for the sudden uproar of laughter from " D" Coy.'s car
riages.
After breakfast at Sirkedge Station we embarked on the S.S. Poland
and " D " Coy. were accommodated in cabin in the " aft end." The
same day 50% were allowed ashore on pass, our 50% were there all
right, but some of them were not all there when they got back. On
the 27th a trip up the Bosphorus was greatly appreciated by all of us.
On arrival at Kelia 13 and 16 platoons weredetailed as unloading parties,
off the S.S. Poland on to the lighters, and Price seems quite proud of his
appointment as steam man.
At the present time the company are on company training, for which
the country round here is ideal.
We congratulate Sgt.Gibson and the other boxers of the company
for the splendid show they put up at Constntinople which attributed to
the Battalion obtaining 2nd place in the Army Championship.
We also congratulate Kent and Hadlow on their appointment to
L/Cpls. and wish them every success.

Things we want to know.

1. Where all the Coy.'s football shirts are.
2. Who is the N.C.O. wholived on Sweeds for six months in Ireland.
3. Who is the Dungarvon here ?
4. Where did the C.Q.M.S. find the P. and M. books on the boat ?
5. Who was it on Training when asked what Mutual support was,
replied two men helping one another home from the canteen.
P. P.

MACHINE GUN PLATOON.

We are sorry to announce that the Inter platoon Football
Competition, which was arranged by Lt. Colonel McDouall has fallen
through owing to the great move to Kilia as we had reached the semi
final ! Better luck next time !
Capt. Hart has taken over the Command of F Coy. and we wish
him the best of luck.
During the month Capt. Fox invited all the gunners to compete in
the Coy. sports which took place at Demotiea and we were able to show
our talent by making such a good show, although we only sent 17 men to
represent the platoon.

Results.

100 yds. :—1st. Pte. Beck. 2nd, L/C. Shaw. 3rd, Pte. Corrigan.
4th, Pte. Paul.
220 yds.:—1st. L/C. Shaw. 3rd, Pte. Beck.
440 yds.:—'1st. Pte. Paul.
£ mile :—3rd. L/C. Hadlow.
1 mile :—1st. Pte. Paul.
Inter Platoon Relay Race. Machine Gunners, winners.
440 yds.:—L/C. Dudley and Pte. Cruttenden.
220 yds.:—Pte. Corrigan and Pte. Beck.
Putting the Shot:—1st. Pte. Cribben, 2nd. Pte. McDonagh.
Long Jump :—1st. Pte. Hadlow, 2nd. Pte. Cribben.
High Jump
1st. L/C. Shaw (4 ft. 10 in.), 2nd. L/C. Reid 4 ft. 10
ins. high.
We were very glad that these sports took place so that C Coy. could
see we have some good sportsmen to help them in the Harris Shield
Sports on the 16th May.

Things we want to know.

Who was the man on Headquarter Guard who when told that Sir
Horace Rumbold would be passing through by the Oriental Express
by the Guard Commander, said " Does he ask the Sentry his orders ?
H.B.

THE DRUMS.

Having arrived back to Headquarters from Detachment with A Coy.
at Soufli on 13423, we find that we have once more got to pack up and
make another move, (but not to Gib.), this time to Kilia, which is Base
Headquarters in the Dardanelles.
Everything being ready and our kit stacked into trucks we find
ourselves once more travelling towards "Constantinople" on the evening
of the 25th April about 5.15 p.m. After about 14 hours good travelling
we arrived at Stamboul Station Constantinople, at 7 a.m. next morning.
Here we were given a good breakfast by the " Grenadier Guards " which
we all enjoyed.
The next act was to get aboard the S.S. Poland which was waiting
in the Harbour and this was done by embarking on the ferry boat
" Waterwitch" which took us out, and from which we transshipped,
most of the work being finished before Dinner. Directly after Dinner
Coys, paid out and passes granted to 50% of Battalion from 2.30 to 9.30
p.m. Everybody enjoyed themselves and came back none the worse
for their short Holiday.

"Trip up the Bosphorus.
The next morning, Friday, 26th April, was spent with a pleasure trip
up the Bosphorus on the "Waterwitch" as far as the " Black Sea."
During the trip the Band played and was much appreciated. Many
interesting views were seen on the " voyage". The same evening we
were visited by General Marden on board at our boat Stations.
Leaving Constantinople about 7.30 p.m., 27423 we finally arrived
at " Kilia" next morning at 9.30 a.m. Band, Drums, E and A Coy.'s
were off first and waited for rest of Battalion. When all was ready
we marched off to camp headed by the Band and Drums of the 2nd
Battalion Royal Fusiliers, the same battalion which were relieved by
2nd Buffs at Aden in March.
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Now we are settled down again in Huts and what a change it is to
have spring beds after sleeping in old Cattle Trucks ! No one knows
how long we shall be here for, but we are hoping for a quick move as there
are hopes of an early Signature of Peace with Turkey.

BOXING AT CONSTANTINOPLE.

We have left behind at Constantinople Drm. Clements, French and
Baker to fight for the " British Army Championship of Turkey," which
commenced on May 1st, 1913, and we have just heard that our team was
second being runners up to the Loyals. Well done the Boxers !

A NOTABILITY.

Bandsman Moss.

Naval and Military Club.
The following details concerning the formation of the
Naval and Military Club are taken from the " History of
the Club," printed at the end of the Rules and Byelaws.
" ...the Naval and Military was founded in March,
1862 by a party of Officers chiefly from The Buffs then
quartered at the Tower of Eondon, viz. :—Major W. H.
Cairnes, Captain W. Stewart and Eieut. F. T. Jones,
all of the Buffs, Captain E. C. Barber, R.E. and W. M.,
Barber, Esq., late 17th Eancers."
"
No. 18 Clifford Street was first taken
In less than a year this was found inadequate to meet
the daily increasing requirements and at the end of
1863 a move was made to No. 22 Hanover Square......
Here the Club remained until the end of 1865, when
the same inconvenience of overcrowding was again
experienced: and Cambridge House (94 Piccadilly)
was taken."
" The Naval and Military was the first Club located
in Piccadilly ; and, with the exception of the Army and
Navy, is the only Club for which being a member of the
Regular Forces " is an essential condition of nomina
tion."

Cap Badges.

M

BY A COLLECTOR.

OST of us have had the collecting mania at some
period of our lives. Who is there who cannot
remember the joys of birdnesting, swapping stamps
and cigarette cards—to mention a few.
Many and varied have been my hobbies. (I still
retain painful recollections of the time my spider collec
tion had the bad taste to leave their little wooden box
and spin webs all over the house), but in my opinion
the collecting of regimental cap badges is hard to beat
It is a simple hobby, requiring no knowledge of
" watermarks," " perforations," or other brain fagging
information, nor the skill essential to the setting of
moths and butterflies' wings. Moreover it is not too
boring to your longsuffering friends; but its great
advantage lies in its cheapness. Never have I paid more
than ninepence for a badge, even at inflated war prices,
(I speak of the ordinary metal badges, not bronze or
silver), and now the majority of shops supply them at
threepence. Naturally the collector wishes to collect
and not to buy. This is not so very difficult; it is
surprising the number of people possessing badges,
even among civilians, and their kindness in passing them
on. I have a complete collection of the Regular Army
cap badges, the greater part of them being gifts.
Most collections are difficult to perfect, but with
badges one can take up a section (i.e., Regular Army,
Yeomanry, etc.), and the chances are in favour of easily
obtaining every specimen of it, later specializing in
another division if one feels inclined.
The badges of course can be arranged according to
individual taste. Many people have them on belts.
Mine hang on the wall in a dark oak case, like a picture
frame with glass in front. Rows of fine wire keep the
badges in place, and they are put up in the order of the
Army Eist.
Several specimens, apart from their regimental
history, have an interest of their own. One of the
badges (Tyneside Scottish)was picked up by an Australian
the first night the Australians went into the line in
France, and was carried by him in the operations of
Pozieres, 1916, Bullecourt 1917, Paschendaele 1917.
Another is a Russian badge worn by a Russian officer
throughout the first part of the Russian campaign with
Germany. This, I believe, was the universal kind of
badge used by the Russian Army, officers and men
wearing the same. It is not a very beautiful object,
reminding one more of a crinkly silver paper chocolate
case than anything else.
One badge has so far defied all my efforts of classi
fication.
It is a large unicorn, with leaves either side,
an inscription " In Malos Cornu " at the bottom, and
" The Ninth Horse " at the top. Perhaps one of my
readers could give me some information.
It is needless to add that of all the badges, none show
up better in the collection than the " Buffs."
There is one drawback to badge collections—the
cleaning. Euckily in a glass case they keep bright for a
considerable time ; but imagine this task of polishing
over 200 badges !
A Colonel I know, possessing a very fine collection
was amused to find his batman showing it to a friend,
and creating a great impression by the assurance that
these were all the Colonel's medals !

GLADYS BALY.
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Some Reminiscences.
BY COLONEL R. S. H. MOODY, C.B., EATE THE BUFFS.

I

T has been suggested to me that, it being now about
half a century since I joined the Buffs, the young
sters of today might be interested in a short description
of what life was like in the regiment so long ago and it
may be so, for I would like to read of regimental life in
the days of George IV. Personally I dislike autobio
graphies, and object to the constant repetition of the
Capital I. but I don't see how this can he avoided.
It was in 1873 then that I, a lean lanky boy not yet
nineteen years of age, joined the home (second) bat
talion at Dublin. I had not been through Sandhurst
nor in the Militia, was very shy and profoundly ignorant
of the simplest military matters, for Officers Training
Corps were then unknown. The English mail boat
carrying Moody and his fortunes reached Holyhead
at dim dawn and, by 8 a.m., I was in Richmond
Barracks. The Mess sergeant received me and
immediately introduced me to the only officer in sight.
This was a stoutish rather short man of under 40 who
wore gilt spurs, a 3 and the Dragon on his Cap, his
braided patrol jacket thrown open, and a red mess
waistcoat. No less a person than Colonel C. K. Pearson,
the Commanding Officer, later on the hero of Ekowe.
Notwithstanding his somewhat stern and, to me,
terrifying appearance he received me with great kind
ness, told me I was expected, and handed me over to
Private James Eee the Adjutant's servant, who had
a bath ready for me and who immediately took over
my light luggage.
These two men, the Colonel and the Private, after
wards proved two of my greatest allies in the Buffs. The
Colonel has been dead some years now and he left many
friends behind him, but none warmer than the writer
and it is not so many years ago that I had a long yarn
with Jim Eee on a cricket ground in Ireland where he
was caretaker.

MY FIRST RECONNAISSANCE.

I was shown into an almost empty room with a full
bath on the floor into which I got and which I enjoyed.
Then I could not find a towel. There was no bell—I had
forgotten Eee's name and, as I have said, I was shy ;
however there was nothing for it but reconnaissance,
my first, and I went out naked and dripping into the
passage which was quite empty so I was obliged to knock
at a door which bore a card—Mr. G. E. Harley, The Buffs.
I was invited to enter and in this manner made the
acquaintance of the man who afterwards led the First
Battalion to the Relief of Chitral. It was a trying
interview for Harley always had an appreciation of
the ludicrous.
My first appearance in uniform was on the following
Sunday when, in accordance with the Adjutant's orders,
I attended church parade. Somebody showed me where
my company stood, and I went up to it but alas ! there
was no other officer there. The Colour Sergeant saluted
me " Will you inspect the company Sir ? " said he. For
an instant I thought of saying "No you do that " but
a distant picture of my early childhood flashed across my
memory. I recollected seeing my Father walking
down a red lane formed by two straight lines of soldiers
and Eo ! here was a similar red line right in front of me,
so I walked down this one, and so performed my first
military duty with a success which I wish all my sub
sequent efforts had met with. How we got to church
perhaps that good old Colour Sergeant could tell were
he alive—I forget.
Thus then I joined The Buffs so now, before mention
ing any more of my early experiences, I will draw a
slight descriptive picture of the Officers and Men of half
a century ago, always reminding my readers that I am
pnly trying to describe a home battalion, for, though
I went abroad about three years after the date of my first

Commission, I never saw India, except that I once
breakfasted in Madras, till I was close on forty years of
age.
The personnel of a battalion consisted of a Eieut.
Colonel commanding, two Majors, each supposed to
command a wing, but one of these from the home bat
talion was always at the Depot, and eight Companies.
Therefore there were eight Captains, and eight Colour
Sergeants. The Subaltern officers, sergeants and
corporals were divided amongst the Companies.
In addition was the Staff, the Adjutant was always
a Eieutenant as was the Musketry Instructor and his
assistant. This, I fancy, must have been a regimental
idea, for this assistant had no extra pay nor status.
There was a paymaster attached, and two Doctors,
who formed part of the unit, wore the uniform and ran
a battalion hospital. There were, in addition, of course
a Quartermaster and his Sergeant, a SergeantMajor, and
all the usual Staff Sergeants including an Instructor of
Musketry of that rank. All these, including the Ser
geantMajor were N.C.O.'s. There were no Warrant
Officers, and so all were liable to reduction to the ranks
by award of courtmartial. There was no such thing
as reduction to a lower NonCommissioned rank. The
BandMaster was a civilian paid by the Officers.

SIDE WHISKERS.

Were it possible that the battalion of 1873 could
be seen now on parade, the chief points to strike the
eye would be rigidity, hair, and pipeclay. Nearly
everybody who could grow them, officers and men,
had enormous side whiskers. All drill was as stiff as
the guard mounting at S. J ames if, perhaps, not quite so
jerky, and belts, pouches and accoutrements were
marvellously white.
Khaki was, of course, quite
unknown, and, even in 1879, the Zulu War was fought
in red. At rare intervals some skirmishing exercises
were done on parade and the men were moved entirely
by bugle calls, very correct intervals and alignment
being insisted on. The most usual manoeuvre however,
was marching past, and this was beautifully carried
out
Off parade, ignorance was the most noticeable
characteristic. Officers with few exceptions were never
supposed to be able to teach their men. All that was
asked of them Was to know the drill book and the few
Queens' Regulations governing ordinary routine busi
ness. Even the annual musketry course had to be
superintended by experts, namely men who had learnt
the little red book by heart at the School of musketry.
There were of course brilliant exceptions, but most
N.C.O.'s only knew how to read, write, and cipher,
and a very large percentage of the privates only " made
their mark." Even the so called experts made some
funny mistakes sometimes. For instance, the year
the MartiniHenry rifle was first issued, (two or three
after I joined), it Was found that the weapon was
undersighted, and the Sergeant Instructor said gravely
to two recruit officers,
" Mr. Moody thinks that enough powder has not
been put into the cartridges to suit the sighting, but
I fancy he is wrong, gentlemen. I believe the shots
fall short here because there is more gravity on this
range than on most."

(To be continued).

W

Thanks very much.

E are indebted to the following for bringing their
subscriptions to The Dragon up to the 15/
rate :—
Col. P. J. Battenshaw, Col. J. Kennedy, Major A. E
Colley and Et.Col. E. C. Knight.
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The 2nd Battalion.

O

N April 7th, our relief, the
2nd Battalion The Nor
folk Regiment, arrived at Aden
in the " Derbyshire " and, on
the following morning, the
Battalion embarked, the Band
and Drums of the Norfolk
Regiment?!* playing us out of
barracks. Just
before
the
ship sailed, MajorGeneral T. E.
Scott, C.B., C.I.E., D.S.O.,
commanding the Aden Brigade,
came on board to say goodbye.
On his departure, the Band
played " Auld Eang Syne " and
"For he's a jolly good fellow,"
this being followed by loud
cheers until the launch was
(MUSKETEER 1688
well away from the ship.
The voyage was uneventful,
except for the Deck Sports which were held. The
chief event was the Tugowar, each company entering
two teams; in the final " B " Coy., Righthalf beat
" B " Coy. lefthalf by 2—1 pulls.
Amongst the other events were an obstacle race,
wheelbarrow race, threading the needle, and a " jammy
buneating " competition. for the children—the latter
event provided much amusement, although most of the
competitors got very "sticky!!"
The B.A.D.S. gave a concert to the troops, which
was much appreciated. Our thanks for this are due to
Captain Rice, who spent the last month at Aden in
getting it up.
The Band " made " sweet music twice daily, and it
was appreciated by all, although it had a serious rival
in the Sergeant's Jazz Band!

Z3///'/${.

Southampton was reached early on the 25th in a
typical English drizzle. The Battalion left for Portland
by train at midday, but not before saying goodbye to
the Commanding Officer, the Band playing " Auld
hang Syne," " For he's a jolly good fellow," and the
Regimental March, just before the train left the station.
R.S.M. Andrews then called for three cheers for Colonel
and Mrs. Trevor, and the cheering continued until the
train was outside the station.
On arrival at Portland we found Major Beevor,
Captain Howe, Et. HamillStewart, and a draft of 50
men from the Depot already settled down in the Verne.
Recreation grounds'are scarce in barracks, but the Navy
have excellent grounds at the bottom of the hill, so we
are looking foward to plenty of sport in the future.

PORTLAND AND VERNE CITADEL.
Viewed from the Dorset coast, Portland resembles
a huge plateau of rock rising out of the sea and
connected to the mainland by a narrow strip of land one
and a half miles in length and two hundred yards in
breadth, along which runs the railway and road to
Portland and the southern part of the famous Chesil
Beach extending for seven miles, and famous for its
wonderful variety of pebbles at the Portland end.
These consist of Wolf's Rock from Cornwall, Granite
from Devon, Quartz Rock and many others, beautifully
marked.
The Beach appears to be formed in a series of three
terraces, the descent from one to the other being ex
ceedingly steep. The theory accounting for the forma
tion of this ridge is that the prevailing south west gales
and currents bring the largest pebbles eastwards, the
pebbles dropping in the order of their size the largest
being carried furthest.

7 he Verne Hill, Portland, a hundred years ago, before it was converted into a Citadel.
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Portland Castle as it was a hundred years ago.
Portland is commonly known as "The Island,"
owing to a narrow bit of water separating it from the
mainland which crossed by means of a bridge.
Leaving the coast behind us, and proceeding along
the road to Portland, we come to that part called
Fortune's Well and Castletown, both of which lie at the
foot of the steep expanse of hill, which ascends to Verne
Citadel, the stone quarries and the plateau beyond.
At this point the Island is just over halfamile in breadth
Verne Citadel lies 450 feet above sea level and is the
highest point on the Island. It overlooks Fortune's
Well and Castletown which lie directly below it. To
reach the Citadel the shortest route is up through the
main street of Fortune's Well and then taking the short
cut to the left ascend to the main (southern) entrance—
altogether a pretty good climb. The access to the main
entrance is across a drawbridge, over a moat 50 feet in
depth, and then through a short tunnel, past the Guard
room into the interior.
The barrack rooms occupy the whole length of the
southern face of the Citadel with the Square in front,
whilst the Officers' Quarters and Mess, the Dining Hall
and Institutes are facing the barrack rooms on the
opposite side of the Square. The Married Quarters
are situated on the northern face where also is the other
entrance, by which, when leaving the Citadel we cross
another drawbridge, and then down a zigzag road,
which winds down the hillside like the coils of a snake
into Fortune's Well.
The absence of Sports grounds of our own is a great
drawback here, as the only ground we possess is the
Football ground on the open space in front of the married
quarters. However we have made up for this by
entering into an agreement with the Royal Navy by
which we share their three Sports grounds below in

Castletown. Inside the Citadel we can boast a first rate
Gymnasium and a full sized Racquets and Fives Court.
The view on a clear day from the northern side of
the Citadel is truly splendid. The coastline of Dorset
and the country round can be seen stretching for miles,
whilst directly below lies Portland Harbour, the Naval
Dockyard, and Castletown, and on the left Fortune's
Well. Two miles away Weymouth can be clearly seen
on the coast. It can be reached by either train or bus,
the distance by road round to the town being about five
miles.
Down below in Castletown, which is that part of
Portland nearest the harbour, Portland Castle is easily
distinguishable in its small clump of trees. It was built
by Henry VIII. in 1520, and it was garrisoned during the
time of the Spanish Armada in 1588.
From Verne Citadel the Island gently slopes south
ward for a distance of 3J miles ending at Portland Bill,
which is 50 feet above sea level, and at which point the
Lighthouse is situated. Nowhere between these two
points is the Island broader than l'J miles and it narrows
down gradually to a point at Portland Bill.
On proceeding from the Citadel to the lighthouse
we pass the districts of Portland called Grove and Easton,
which are linked to each other, whilst a mile further
south lies Southwell which only consists of a small cluster
of houses.
Portland stone is the one article which makes Port
land famous throughout the British Isles, and the stone
quarries can be seen scattered round Grove. The prob
lem of transporting the stone down to the harbour on
railway is done by means of small trucks on a narrow
gauge line.
D. H. H. S.

Continued on next page.

THE DRAGON
CRICKET.
The Buffs v. Weymouth

IN SAFE KEEPING.
C.C.

This match, our first one of the season, took place
on May 5th, on the Todmoor ground, and resulted in
a win for Weymouth C.C. by 57 runs.
On winning the toss, Lt. Cartwright put W^eymouth
in. In dismissing them for 105, Scally bowled well
taking five wickets for 32 runs, and Lt.HamilStewart
puzzled the batsmen considerably with his leg breaks.
Handicapped by many of our best players being on
leave we were only able to respond with a total of 48
for which Bd.Mr. Hewitt and Lt. Cartwright were
mainly responsible.

Weymouth C.C.

H. W. Holmes, c Scally, b King
W. H. Cumming, lbw, b Scally
...
...
F. C. Gulton, b Scally
...
...
...
F. C. Laverick, b Scally
...
...
...
G. H. Symes, b Scally
J. G. Moulton, c and b Scally
G. W. Cullen, b Cartwright ...
...
...
C. G. Powell, hit wicket, b HaniillStewart
A. E. Clayton, b King
...
...
J.H. Lemon, b Cartwright ...
...
...
A. J. Jones, not out ...
...
...
...
Extras

...

...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

Total

1
1
2
12
3
25
16
11
3
6
1
24
105

2nd Battalion The Buffs.

0

7
14

2.
0
4
3
0
0
0
4

Total

The Buffs v. Weymouth Wednesday.

This match took place on the Todmoor ground on
Albuhera day, and resulted in a win for Wynouth Wed
nesday by 45 runs. Again our Team was very weak,
so many of our regular players being on leave.
Lt. Cartwright won the toss, but decided to put
Weymouth in. Scally again bowled rwell taking six
wickets for 27 runs, whilst King took three for 17.
Mention should also be made of the smart fielding of
Riley at point and the catches by Lieut. Crozier at extra
cover.

Weymouth Wednesday Team.
...

...

...

...

...
...

...
...

...

...

...

...

19
5
3
5
31
0
14
1
3
1
16

Total

2nd Battalion The Buffs.

Bd. Mr. Hewitt, c Lemon, b Bernard
Lieut. Crozier, c Hutt, b Baker
Lieut. Cartwright, c Cummings, b Baker
Lieut. Penlington, c Love, b Baker ...
Capt. Strettell, b Bernard
Pte. King, c Powell, b Bernard
Sgt. Sidwell, b Baker ...
Pte. Scally, not out
L/C. Jarvis, st Lemon, b Bernard
Pte. Riley, c Cummings, b Baker
Lieut. HamillStewart, b Bernard
Extras
Total

D. Knight.

14

Bd. Mr. Hewitt, c Lemon, b Jones ...
Lt. Crozier, c Cumming, b Jones
Lt. Hoare, b Holmes
Lt. Cartwright, b Holmes
Lt. Penlington, b Jones «
Capt. Strettell, st Lemon, b Holmes
Pte. Scally, c and b Holmes ...
Pte. King, not out
Cpl. Stickles, c Moulton, b Holmes ...
Lt.HamillStewart, b Holmes
Lt. Lloyd, b Symes
Extras

W. H. Cummings, c Cartwright, b Scally
F. E. Mutton, b Scally
F. A. Bernard, c Penlington, b Scally
C. F. Baker, c Crozier, b King
...
F. Lemon, lbw, b Scally
G. Powell, b King
R. Love, c Crozier, b Scally ...
...
P. G. Hutt, b Cartwright
...
...
H. H. Pepworth, b King
C. E. Dunkley, b Scally
...
...
H. Dorr, not out
Extras

THE FIRST .BUFF GUARD TO TAKE OVER VERNE CITADEL.
Names from left to right—
L/c. B. W. G. Lewry, Ptes. H. Kelly, J. Langdon, and

...

...

21

1
0
0
4
0
3
0

14

3
54

I

Ensign Walsh.

T. Col. W. H. Trevor tells us of an interesting ex
j perience recently enjoyed by him and Lt. Col.
R. McDouall. This was a chance meeting with the
Rev. W. N. Willis, who, in the course of conversation,
was discovered to be a grand nephew, on his mother's
side, of Ensign Walsh, who carried the colour at Albuera
and was wounded before Lt. Latham took over.
Finding that it was news to the Rev. Willis that the
incident of the saving of the colours at Albuera had been
perpetuated in the 1st Battalion centrepiece, Lt.Col.
Trevor sent him a copy of the Depot Christmas Card to
receive the following reply :—
Dear Colonel Trevor,
Thank you for sending the representation of the
centrepiece of the Officers' Mess of the 1st Buffs ; it is
interesting to us to have this momento of the way in
which our kinsmen is remembered.
I have looked up some family notes in which it is
recorded that Charles Adams Walsh of the Buffs was one
of a family of 16 children—12 sons and 4 daughters.
My maternal grandfather was another of the sons. Lt.
Walsh was the son of J ohn Adams Walsh of Walsh Park,
Birr, Ireland. (Now in the possession of people named
Head and renamed Derrylahar Park, the house was
burned a few weeks ago).
Lt. Walsh married a Miss Nesbitt, of Fort Nesbitt,
Borrisokane, and died without issue about 1845. He
was very badly disfigured by the wounds he received in
the Peninsula war, and this was probably the cause of
his early retirement from the Army.
He is buried at
Lorha County, Tipperary.
He does not appear to have been treated very gener
ously by the Army Authorities, but his widow was given
a small pension in consideration of her husband's
gallantry, this was obtained only by the active interest
of a Colonel Adamson who was married to Lt. Walsh's
niece.
Lt. Walsh's widow survived him for many years
and died at Sandrvmount, Dublin, about 1876.
With all good wishes to the Buffs,
Yours sincerely,
Eastbourne.
W. N. WILLIS.

(Another interesting reference to Ensign Walsh will be
found on page 208. Ed.)
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The Verne Citadel, Portland.

HOMAS Hardy in one of his books, describes the
towering and majestic Verne of solid rock as
" the Gibraltar of Wessex." Another author calls it
" the jaggedbrowed Sphinx of the West." Sailors in
the British Navy know it as " the Hump." A padre
looking at its grim and rugged exterior, exclaimed,
"Abandon hope all ye who enter here." But, in reality,
the Citadel is one of the most comfortable barracks in
England. Originally, the Verne was a stronghold of
the Ancient Britons, and its name is of Celtic origin.
A stone coffin and other antiquities have been unearthed
on its site from time to time
The Citadel, built mainly by the convicts of Portland
Prison, commands glorious seascapes. It overlooks
the whole of Portland and its Harbour, the famous
Chesil Beach, Weymouth Bay, and the South Coast
from St. Aldhelm's Head on the east to Start Point in
Devon on the west. From its ramparts was seen at the
beginning of the War, an unique sight—the vast British
Navy mobilised in the waters below, and moving down
the Channel for action.
On the north and east side, the Verne is bounded by
insurmountable cliffs, while the south and west fronts
are protected by a ditch and parapet. The ditch,
cut in the rock, is 120 feet wide and 70 feet deep at the
east end
On the south front the inner side is surmounted by
a rampart 30 to 40 feet high, under which are extensive
ranges of vaulted barracks for the accommodation of
the Garrison. They are built of stone and havily
covered with earth with the idea of rendering them
bombproof ! The Officer's Mess, one of the finest in
the Southern Command, is a stately building of Portland
stone and contains several noble rooms. The height
of the Verne above the sea is roughly 500 feet, and it
encloses an area of 50 acres, the surrounding ramparts
being about a mile in length
At one period of the War, over 3,000 officers and men
of the Australian Imperial Force found accommodation,
largely under canvas, in the Citadel. Never before
in its history, had it held so many troops ; 2,100 King's
Own Scottish Borderers was its previous record. The
Verne contains Officers' Quarters and Married Quarters
built of Portland stone, recreation huts, a gymnasium
(used also for Dances and concerts), tennis, football
and cricket grounds, rackets and fives
courts, etc.
Many of the most distinguished regiments of the British
Army have been quartered in the Citadel, and during
the War no fewer than twelve battalions made brief
sojourns at the Verne. The Buffs have never been at
Portland before ; the West Kents were here in 188890.
Underneath the Citadel on its east side, is the East
Weare Battery and the AntiSubmarine School, and on
its north side, Portland Castle, the usual residence of
one of the senior officers at the Verne. This Tudor
Castle was built by King Henry VIII. after his inter
view with the French King on the " Field of the Cloth
of Gold," but it took many years to complete, some of
its walls being 14 feet in thickness. It was one of the
last fortresses in the west of England that held out for
King Charles I.

HERBERT PENTIN,
Garrison Chaplain.

Picture Framing and Art Depot.
B. &W. FiSKMOORE,
Canterbury.
Tel. 337.
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Albuhera.

N the October, 1922 Dragon. we published extracts
from a letter written by an Officer of the Buffs
four days after the battle of Albuhera, these having
been kindly supplied us by Colonel W. E. R. Kelly.
This month, thanks to Mr. William Hart, we are
glad to be able to publish this letter in full, he having
kindly forwarded to us a copy of the Star newspaper
dated Saturday, June 8th, 1811, in which we find publi
cation of the following :—

BATTLE OF ALBUHERA.
Extract of a letter from a Captain of the Buffs,
who was wounded in the action at Albuhera, to his
Brother Officer in England :—
" Elvas, in Portugal, 20th May, 1811.
" Before this reaches you, many statements of the
Battle fought at Albuhera on the 16th instant, will be
received in England.
" I shall endeavour, however, to give you some
facts respecting the 1st Battalion of the Buffs :—Captain
Burke is killed, Captain Cameron is shot in the neck,
wounded in the breast with a pike, and a prisoner ;
Captain Marley was wounded twice in the body with
a pike, badly ; Captain Stevens was shot in the arm,
was a prisoner, and made his escape ; Lieutenant Woods
had his leg shot off by a cannon ball; Lieutenant La
tham's hand is shot off, also part of his nose and cheek ;
Lieutenant J uxon is wounded in the thigh with a pike ;
Lieutenant Hooper shot through the shoulder; Lieuten
ant Houghton has received a severe sabre cut on the
hand, and through the skull; Lieutenant Herbert is
dead; Ensigns Chadwick and Thomas are also dead ;
Lieutenants O'Donnell and Tetlow, with Ensign Walsh,
were wounded and made prisoners, they have since
escaped and joined. Twentyfour Officers, and 750
rank and file, were actually engaged ; out of that number
there only remained to draw rations on the following
day 5 Officers and 34 men.
" This immense slaughter occurred in consequence
of our charging the enemy, and halting at the muzzles
of their heavy guns, when a tremendous fire was opened
on both sides.
" So soon as our ranks were thinned by cannon shot,
the enemy's cavalry (Polanders) armed with long
spikes, charged over our dead and wounded men, it was
this circumstance that caused the destruction of many
of the Buffs; I was stabbed at the time with a pike in
the breast, in the back, and elsewhere, and the enemy's
cavalry gallopped over me, when the British cavalry
appeared in sight, and they very soon came up to our
assistance the enemy's cavalry gallopped off in all direc
tions. Our colours were taken and retaken three
times, and they are now in our possession, fixed on two
halberts. LieutenantColonel Stuart, Major King,
and another Field Officer of the Buffs, are all safe.
" The French have retreated in great confusion,
and have suffered severely. Marshal Beresford is in
pursuit of the enemy."

Books Received.
To those studying for a 2nd Class Educational
Certificate we recommend the following two publications
sent to us by Gale & Polden Aldershot.
The complete Guide to Military Map Reading,
price 2/9 post free.
Mathematics, price 2/2 post free.
Both the above publications are based on thoroughly
sound principles of teaching, and will prove to be of in
valuable assistance both to the instructor and for private
study. Copies of each can be seen in the Depot Library.
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Parasites.
(Being the second of a series of articles on Hygiene in
Barracks specially 'written for The Dragon by Capt.
J. E. Enright, late The Buffs, Member of the Institute
of Hygiene).

H

AVING said something about the " fly " we will
consider a few other types of disease carriers.
The louse—thank goodness—is not the pest it used to
be ; it was a common sight during the South African
War to see hundreds of men along the banks of s spruit
fighting—not Boers—but lice.
Modern warfare, with its cleansing stations, and issue
of clean underclothing at intervals to the troops has
kept down the spread of the louse with marked
benefit, not only to health but also to fighting efficiency.
There are two kinds of lice. One attacks the body
whilst the other is more partial to the head. The body
louse will change colour according to the skin of the
person infested. Disease is conveyed by either in
oculation of the organism or, as is more often the case,
by the excreta being rubbed into the body by scratching.
The louse developes on the average in about 12 days
and lives from 12 to 45 days : if the clothing is discarded
at night it will only live about six days. The diseases
transmitted to man by infected lice are Typhoid, re
lapsing and Trench fevers, whilst it is thought Tuber
culosis and plague are also spread.
The preventative is of course absolute personal
cleanliness, but on active service very often the condi
tions are such that even the most clean of soldiers will
be attacked. The best method of getting rid of lice is
to burn the clothing infested, and have a sulphur bath,
but sulphur baths are not always convenient on service
so one must be content with a thorough hot bath instead.
Other remedies are as follows:—
(1) Smear garments with flowers of sulphur, soft
soap and Mercury.
(2) Place garments into a steam disinfector.
(3) Run jet of hot steam along seams of garment
or use a hot flat
iron.
(4) Boil the garments for halfhour.
The Head louse clings to the nape of the neck and
it is always advisable for troops to keep their hair short.
Certain diseases of the eyes and glands of the neck are
caused by this parasite. At one time the head louse
used to be found, frequently amongst lower elementary
school children, but recent legislation has altered this
for the better. I once heard a story of two urchins
who peeped into a barber's shop at the moment a cus
tomer was having his hair singed.
" Blimey, Bill." said one urchin to his mate, " eres
a bloke looking for 'em wiv a light."

BUGS.

The bug can live for quite a long time away from
the human body. They have been known to travel
from house to house carrying disease. It lives in all
sorts of cracks and crevices, behind dirty wall papers,
between floor boards, etc. The only cure is fumigation
of the entire premises and thorough cleansing. Both
the Bug and the louse should be unheard of in barracks
under conditions of peacetime soldiering.

THE FLEA.

The flea developes similar to the fly.
It injects an
irritating substance into the blood by saliva and causes
loss of vitality.
The parasite is a carrier of Bubonic
plague and may infect human beings ; it is particularly
found midst rats, mice, cats and dogs, hence every effort
should be made to destroy all rodents, whilst animals
should be kept thoroughly clean. With a severe attack
of fleas the place must be fumigated. Oil of Eucalyptus
sprinkled about the beds and room will keep them away.

THE MOSQUITO.

Only the female is harmful; the larve is laid just
beneath the surface of stagnant ponds, pools, ditches,
etc., so the chief aim is to destroy the larve, by coating

the surface with a film of oil. Naturally if the pond
can be filled in so much the better. The American
authorities have recently tried with some success the
experiment of stocking large ponds with a special kind
of fish which feed on the larve. Before a mosquito
can infect man with malaria it must have been carrying
the germ. The protection of nets against mosquito
bites seems about the only safeguard against attack.

Obituary.

T

MR. WILLIAM H. POWSEY.

HE funeral took place at Dartford on Saturday
of the late Mr. W. H. Powsey, the old Army and
Naval veteran of Wilmington, who passed away on the
previous Monday at the King Edward avenue Hospital
after a long period of illhealth. The deceased man,
who was extremely wellknown in this district, was
a popular and picturesque figure to within the last
few months at all ceremonial parades, flag days, etc.,
which he attended in the quaint naval garb of last
century.
Born at Wilmington on November 19th, 1839, he
was baptised in the Dartford Parish Church. At the
age of seven he went to work at Shirehall Farm as a
bird scarer, for which he received 2d. per day. From
there he went as shepherd hoy at 3d. a day, where
his father was shepherd and receiving 12s. per week.
At the age of 13 he went to Swaisland's Print Works,
later to Applegarth's, and then to Mr. Watts' as groom.
At the age of 15 he joined the Buffs as a drummer and
bugler, and formed one of the guard of honour to Queen
Victoria in 1855. Later he went to Malta, and after
service he returned to Little Darenth Farm, but having
had a taste of the Services he walked to Portsmouth
and joined the Navy and sailed on the " Calypso " for
the Pacific in February, 1858
He was superannuated in January, 1888, after an
adventurous service afloat, and held several posts in
the town and at Sittingbourne. At the age of 69 he
cycled to Tottenham and back in four hours, and on his
70th birthday cycled to Blackheath and back. Seven
months later he was confirmed at Crayford Church by
the Bishop of Rochester. At concerts and fetes he
danced a sailor's hornpipe in his uniform of 40 years
previous, and had many times caused much interest
by his decorated cycle in processions.
At the age of 77 he celebrated his golden wedding
at Wilmington, having married Miss Sarah Pound,
of Dartford, in 1866. A few months ago the gallant
old man was obliged, through increasing ailments and
infirmity, to go to King Edward Hospital, where he
spent the last months of his life.

Dartford West Kent Advertiser.
Friday, 4/5/23.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
MARRIAGES.
Ongley.— 6278331 Sgt. A. Ongley,

D.C.M., " A."
Married at Parish Church, Westfield, Sussex, on
20/1/23.
Coaster. —6278173 Sgt. G. Coaster, " A." Married at
Parish Church, Tynemouth Priory, Northumberland,
on 24/1/23.
Sid well—Tutt. At Weymouth, on 19th May. Sergt.
F. Sidwell, M.M., 2nd Bn. The Buffs, to Ethel Louie
Mary Tutt, eldest daughter of Mr. W. G. Tutt (late
R.Q.M,S.) of Reserve Stores, Sturry Rd., Canterbury.

DEATH.
Stevens. —At Kuleli Burgas on the 20th April, 1923,
No. 627944 Pte. A. Stevens.

Connellan. —At Johnston House, Carlow, on May 5th,

suddenly of double pneumonia, Capt. C. L. Connellan,
late the Buffs.
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The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada.
(A Story of the Year 192223).

T

THE QUEEN'S OWN ASSOCIATION.

HERE is no Canadian Regiment which can point
to a more honourable history than The Queen's
Own Rifles of Canada (allied with the Buffs, East Kent
Regiment) which became a unit of the Active Militia
of Canada by a General Order issued on April 26, 1860.
Active service commenced on Christmas Eve, 1864,
when two companies were ordered to the Frontier in
consequence of the St. Alban's Raid; in 1866, at the
Battle of Ridgeway, the Regiment received its baptism
of fire; the Red River Rebellion, in 1870, and the
Second Northwest Rebellion, in 1885, were both added
to the Battle Honours List; on October 25, 1899, the
Toronto quota of the first Canadian Contingent to the
Boer War Was despatched to the Front, and among
its members were many of the Queen's Own, with
Lieut.Col. W. D. Otter (now Maj.Gen. Sir W. D. Otter,
K.C.B., C.v.o.) in command of the Unit, and in later
contingents the Regiment invariably had its full re
presentation ; last of all, came the Great War to which
the Old Regiment, sent in all, 205 officers and 8,104
other ranks, up to the date of enforcement of the Military
Service Act—a record unparallelled in the story of the
Canadian Militia.
Many other things might be recorded if there was
space to do so, but two events perhaps stand out above
others : the presence of the Bugle Band at the Coronation
of King Edward VII, as a part of the Candian Contingent
commanded by Col. Sir Henry Pellatt (now Maj.Gen.
Sir Henry Pellatt), and the visit of the Unit to England,
in 1910, where it took its place in the Army Manoeuvres.
So it is, that the history of a Regiment, over a period
of many years, becomes replete with incidents of in
terests and events of importance, yet they are, often,
only too easily forgotten as the personnel changes and an
old regieme gives way to another with its new establish
ment and with the absorption of new ideas and ideals.
The record of the past may be preserved in musty
diaries and files ; the honours of yesterday are recorded
but lie untold ; the glorious heritage of heroes passes
by; and thus, a brave tradition may be lost, and with
it must depart the soul of the Regiment.
With this thought in mind it would appear that,
perhaps, in all the history of the Queen's Own Rifles
there has been no event of greater importance than
the organization of the Queen's Own Association, which
came into being at a general meeting held on February
3rd, 1923, at the Toronto Armouries, the membership
of which is to be open to both serving and past members
of the Regiment and at which the term " exmembers "
was discontinued for all time and the slogan of " Once
in the Queen's Own, always in the Queen's Own " was
adopted in its stead.
The primary object of the Association, as reorgan
ized, is to bring together all men who have been, at one
time or another, connected with the Regiment; secondly,
to erect at some future date, & Regimental ClubHouse,
in memory of Q.O.R. men who have made the supreme
sacrifice in the Fenian Raid, the Northwest Rebellion,
South Africa, and the Great War

FIRST ANNUAL DINNER.

" Now Queen's Own, the old swing !"
Col. Otter turning in his saddle to send these words ringing down the
column of marching men on some ceremonial occasion of years ago,
was one of the memories of the Queen's Own Rifles recalled at the
annual reunion of the regiment on Thursday, March 29th, and the
old swing was evident throughout the evening.
The purpose of the reunion was to unite all the members of the
Queen's Own past and present in the Queen's Own Rifles of Canada
Association for the building up of the regiment, the maintenance of the
esprit de corps, and provision of a memorial to fallen comrades in the
form of a building to be armories and clubhouse.

Over six hundred turned out to dinner. They came in mufti, in
khaki, and in mess uniforms, some of them of ancient date, and there
were all ranks from privates to generals, but they were all comrades,
and in the hearts of all of them glowed the love for their historic regiment.
Sir William Otter, who received a wonderful reception said:—
" The purpose of the association is for perpetuating and maintaining
the Queen's Own, not in a financial sense, but in its personnel, from this
time on. Certain of the public have the idea that peace is coming,
perhaps through the League of Nations, perhaps for other reasons.
Anyone who studies human nature knows that the prevailing passion
in man is acquisitiveness. That will never die.
We have, in Canada, a country worth acquiring. We have, in the
Empire, countries worth acquiring. Therefore the country and the
Empire is worth defending. Our duty is to live up to the motto " In
peace prepared," and to carry out the thought in the refrain of our
regimental marching song:
" Though our feet be sore with marching,
Though hunger won't let us alone,
Though our throats with thirst are parching,
We are ready—are we not—Queen's Own ? "
Among other speakers was Major General Pellatt, well known to
many Buffs, who spoke of the time he took the regiment to England in
1910 for training at Aldershot, the first time any overseas regiment
had trained in England. He had mentioned the matter to Earl Grey,
who declared that it was a big thing, and he did not know whether it
could be managed. He was going to England and he would let him
know. Shortly afterwards Col. Pellatt received a cable asking whether
he was still of the same mind. Later Earl Grey wrote that he had
attended a conference at Windsor with the late King, the Prince of
Wales, the Minister of Militia and Lord Roberts, when the Queen's Own
project was submitted. The King brought his hand down on the table
and said, " Cable them at once to come." At a dinner of welcome
when the regiment arrived in England, Col. Pellatt had stated that he
had brought 750 men as a sample of what could be sent in time of need.
At the first call of the bugle Canada would be ready to send a thousand
or ten thousand. This number had been scoffed at then as exaggerated,
but in the recent war the promise had been more than substantiated.
During the evening the regimental band under Capt. Hayward
brought everyone to their feet with the martial swing of the " March
Past of the Buffs," which is also that of the Q.O.R. which is allied with
the famous East Kent regiment. The feet of the gathering kept time
to the old tune to which, time out of mind, the regiment has swung
past the saluting base in times of high ceremonial.
«

The Tie that Ties.
(In support of Major Kingsland's letter in the May issue).

A

REGIMENTAL tie once wanting
I tried at Gamage, J ays and Ponting ;
Was shown a different tie in each,
With shades from salmonpink to peach,
From black to blue !
Now Mister Editor, I'm sure,
You'll order for us all a store,
It's up to you.
In Sport or School, it's only right,
A tie's a tie that ties men tight;
Old members, found in Club or Pub,
With other members shoulders rub,
A friend is found !
" If once a Buff," you know the saw,
" Always a Buff," and one pal more,
The whole world round.
You meet a fellow in the street,
His tie's a tie that makes you greet
A perfect stranger with a bluff
And hearty handshake—" He's a Buff ! "
A comrade sworn.
So then, my brother Buffs, 'tis fitting,
Reg'mental ties, in silk or knitting,
By you be worn !

ERIC C. FRENCH.

For Good Value.
Place your custom with the firms whose
names you find in the pages of The Dragon,
and kindly mention The Dragon.

%

THE DRAGON

202

Legs.
The End
of \ Zooden
BAIRD
.S.O.
BY CAPTAIN

, D
H. H. C.
otherwise, to overcome that difficulty. We may be
bankrupt, but not so bankrupt as all that, where a great
boon to the limbless is concerned.'
Space will not permit of telling the full story of how
the Red Cross, the Press, the Disabled Society, and
disabled men themselves ultimately obtained complete
victory. It is sufficient to say that the evidence to which
Mr. Galworthy refers was ultimately brought before Mr.
Ian MacPherson, K.C., Minister of Pensions, who set
up a special committee of Enquiry of a most representa
tive character to investigate it. The result was a
triumphant vindication of the case for the Desoutter
type Duralumin limb, as is proved by the fact that the
Ministry of Pensions, who up to this time had been
averse to recognising the wonderful merits of light
metal limbs, immediately adopted the recommendations
put forward by this Committee.

I

ONDON to Brighton in 14 hours 21 minutes with
J an above knee amputation. Such was the as
tounding record made a few months ago by Mr. Victor
Bell wearing a New Desoutter duralumin artificial leg
and breaking his previous record on another type of
leg by no less than four hours thirty minutes And yet,
the great majority of those who have lost a leg in the
service of their country are still quite unnecessarily
being dragged down by the burden of wearing a heavy,
Wooden, and often illfitting wooden leg of an obsolete
pattern.
That this statement is true is proved by the fact
that, whereas some 30,000 officers and men suffered
leg amputations as a result of the late war, only some
2,000 duralumin artificial legs have been supplied
up to date, and this in spite of the recommendations
of the Williamson Committee on artificial legs which
I shall deal with later, and in spite of provision having
now been made for the immediate supply of the New
Desoutter leg to the many thousands now entitled to
them.
The plain fact is that the great majority of legless
exService men are either still unaware of the conditions
under which this wonderful duralumin leg can now be
supplied or, else, believe that their issue is still confined
to officers, all of which explains why one, like myself,
who has derived all the benefits of this wonderful leg
should seek the cooperation of Regimental Papers and
Old Comrades Associations, both of which are no doubt
in touch with many of their old comrades to whom this
article particularly applies.

THE FIRST LIGHT METAL LEG.

It is now nearly ten years since the first light metal
limb was made by the brothers Desoutter—one of whom
had lost a leg while flying at Hendon. Amazed at the
primitive appliance supplied by limbmakers—there
has been scarcely any improvement in wooden artificial
legs since the Battle of Waterloo—they set to work,
both being practical engineers and experts in aluminium
alloys, to experiment with light metals in relation to
artificial limbs The result of these experiments, achie
ved after infinite labour and many setbacks, is known
to the World today as the " Desoutter " type Light
Metal Leg and Double Swivel Pelvic Band. This limb
has been now adopted by the Ministry of Pensions.
The wonderful success of the Duralumin limb,
gradually became public property, and a steady flow of
officers began to investigate the truth of the amazing
stories that reached them. To these officers the enor
mous advantages of this limb were obvious, and those
who could afford the cost gladly paid as much as £100, or
more, out of their own pockets, for a Duralumin limb,
leaving behind an evergrowing pile of discarded heavy
wooden legs.

REDEMPTION OF COUNTRY'S PROMISE

.

Very soon, these officers, in their natural desire
for the wellbeing of their less fortunate comrades,
began to agitate for the redemption of the country's
promise to the limbless, and insisted that the Duralumin
light limb should be supplied to all ranks irrespective
of its cost, and that the cumbersome and heavy wooden
legs should be scrapped.. Official opposition was chiefly
on the ground of the great expense involved, and, for
a time, humanitarian arguments were unavailing. The
position was admirably summed up by Mr. John Gals
worthy, the great author, who wrote in a foreword to
the Disabled Society's "Handbook for the Limbless
" The evidence collected here in its favour, and
against the heavy wooden limb, is most striking, and
exhilarating. The only real argument now against the
light leg would seem to be expense. If that is so, one
can only urge that every effort be made, officially and

SUPPLY BECOMES GENERAL.

These recommendations were that the New Desoutter
Duralumin leg could be supplied in the following
circumstances .—
(a) New cases of amputation above the knee, especially
those in which the amputation is higher than
midway between the knee and the hip joint.
(b) Other cases of above knee amputation where,
owing to the weight or type of the artificial leg
in the man's possession, he is handicapped in his
activities or occupation.
(c) Cases in which a metal limb is not certified to be
surgically necessary, but where the pensioner,
owing to his mentality, may conceive a preference
for a metal limb, and might consider it a grievance
if it is not supplied.
(d) For below knee amputations where the surgical
aspect of the case renders a wooden limb un
suitable.
Now, from the above, it will be noticed that the
supply of the duralumin leg has been made almost
general, and it will no doubt interest legless men to
know that another concession I have recently been able
to obtain from the Ministry of Pensions is that all
applicants for this type of limb shall have the right
of appearing before the limb fitting
surgeon of their
respective areas.
So nothing remains but to make it known that limb
fitting centres have now been established throughout
the British Isles, that other ranks dissatisfied with their
present artificial legs should make applications for the
Duralumin type through their Local War Pensions
Committee, and that officers should do likewise direct
to the Ministry of Pensions.

THE LEG AND ITS ACHIEVEMENTS.

No one need fear disappointment My own am
putation is a short stump through the thigh, yet 36
holes of golf in one day over St. George's Sandwich—
an ardous upanddown course—is, nothing to me.
And yet I feel thoroughly ashamed at mentioning these
modest achievements when we hear of Mr. Bell s as
tounding walk from London to Brighton of Mr. De
soutter with an above knee amputation manipulating
with his artificial leg, the controls of his aeroplane,
of Mr. Herbert Marshall, also with an above knee am
putation, playing the lead in the theatres of London,
and of a whole host of others achieving quite as much,
if indeed not more, with the utmost freedom and ease.
Surely there can be no greater vimdication of what
I have written, and I would ask all, who may read this
article, to pass the news it contains on to any legless
man they may happen to encounter. Also, needless
to say, should anyone wish for further information
I shall be happy to supply it to them if they will write
to me at Bridge, Near Canterbury.
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The 3rd Battalion.
BY COLONEL SIR THEODORE BRINCKMAN, BART, C.B.,
Honorary Colonel 3rd Battalion The Buffs.
S I never see anything mentioned in The Dragon

A

concerning the 3rd Battalion, I am writing to know
if this Battalion still exists, as a Regiment.
This Battalion, which I joined in 1880 as the Bast
Kent Militia, I had the honour to command and take
to South Africa where, thanks to its fine discipline
and training for which great credit was due to Major
Tylden Patterson and Captain R. Bayard my Second
in Command and Adjutant, they did excellent work
and were mentioned by General Hunter for gallantry
in the Field, and also complimented on their behaviour
on leaving for Home by General Sir William Knox.
On returning to England in 1902, they were paid
off, and not trained again till 1904 when they were
greatly reduced in numbers. With the assistance
of my then Adjutant, Captain Finch Hatton, now
Brigadier General, I set to work to build them up again
and, after great trouble and personal expenditure,
succeeded in bringing them up to regulation strength
again. And, finally, in 1907, at review before H.M. The
King of Denmark at Aldershot, I was complimented
both by His Majesty the King of Denmark and also by
His Majesty King Edward on the smartness of the
Battalion. After this, my time of extension expired,
and, in 1908, the Authorities began to reduce its numbers.
During the late War it was not taken out as it should
have been as a Battalion, but was used to supply and
train men under Colonel Hirst for the other Battalions.
These splendid men and officers formed some of the
back bone of the other Battalions of the Regiment out
at the front, and the greatest credit is due to the
late Colonel Hirst for all he did. If they had had
their due they should have been sent out as a Regiment,
and would have done as they had always done—dis
tinguished themselves.
As I never see any mention of this Battalion, I
conclude it is about extinct. If so, I think the fine
collection of Plate belonging to 3rd Battalion should
be divided amongst officers past and present. Also,
I believe a considerable sum of money was made in the
Canteen of 3rd Battalion during the war, this should
be for the benefit of men of this Battalion, and those
that were trained with it.

(In regard to the above letter we are indebted to Major
Guy Lee, Commanding The Depot, for the following in
formation)
(a) The 3rd Battalion is at present dormant and
no establishment under the new schedule is allowed for
Militia. This is, I believe, due to economy and to the
present cutting down of expenses. Presumably Militia
will be revived in a few years time when the Army
Reserve is more or less complete and the financial strain
eased a little.
(b) The 3rd Battalion Plate is stored at the depot
as it always has been. This, it is thought, is the best
place for its safekeeping pending the Militia coming
into its own again.
(c) In regard to the funds accumulated by the 3rd
Battalion, it has to be remembered that during the period
the 3rd Battalion served in England during the War,
hundreds of all ranks passed through it and ultimately
served with all Battalions of the Regiment. The
money made in the 3rd Battalion Canteen, together with
the monies from all other Buff Battalions went to form
The Buffs Regimental Fund. The whole is invested, and
held in Trust, to be used for the benefit of the men
who may for the time being be serving, or who may have
served in any Battalion of The Buffs, also for the widows,
and orphans of Buffs. This fund is administered by
the Regimental Committee,  and, in the event of 3rd
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Battalion being reorganised, and if in the opinion of
The Regimental Committee this Battalion should require
money out of the Fund, a sum not exceeding £1,000
may be granted to assist them.
The Regimental Committee is composed of :—
President:—General the Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur Paget,
Colonel of The Buffs.
Members:—The Commanding Officers of the 1st
and 2nd Battalions and The Depot."
[Ed.]

The Artist Rifles and the Buffs.

IV yTAJ OR Guy Eee, Commanding Depot The Buffs,
AALJL has received the following letter from Colonel
H. A. R. May who was in command of the Artist Rifles
from 1912 to 1921
" Dear Major,
Before and during the Great War I had the honour of
Commanding the " Artists Rifles" (28th Eondon).
Early in November, 1914, while we were in France, to
meet an emergency, our Regiment was suddenly con
verted into an O.T.C. and we were given the honourable
task of giving our men a special training (in the line or
close behind it) and of then supplying them as Officers
to every Branch of the Service and some to practically
every Infantry Regiment in the British Army, including
your own distinguished Regiment.
We have recently published our Regimental " Roll of
Honour and War Record "—thesaddest but most glorious
Book I possess, and as I was in Command of " the
Artists " during the War (though I have since retired)
I am venturing to post on to you a copy of our Book,
with every good wish, for I am sure you will realize
the pathos and the glory of the long lists of names,
and, set out on pages 260 and 261 you will see the names
of the 60 young Officers we were so glad to have the
opportunity of sending to the various Battalions of your
gallant Regiment.
In sending this Book may I express the hope that
you will be able to arrange for it to be kept at your
Headquarters, not only as a Souvenir of the Great War,
but also to preserve with your Regiment for future years
the names and memory of the 60 young men of the
Artists Rifles sent to The Buffs in an emergency when
Officers were so urgently required. I can only hope that
they rose to the great opportunity given to them and
worthily maintained the great traditions of your dis
tinguished Regiment as well as our own in the Great
War.
 With every good wish,
Believe me,
Yours very sincerely,
H. A. R. MAYH
Colonel, Artists Rifles, 19121921.
In regard to the above, the Roll of Honour and War
Record will be kept in the Depot Eibrary.

ExService Questions.

Meetings of the Standing Joint Committee for ExService Questions
were held on Friday, April 27th at Sanctuary Buildings and Montagu
House. At the meeting of the Other Ranks Panal over which Major
G. C. Tryon, M.P., Minister of Pensions, presided, it was stated that
the special institution which had been provided in the south of England
for the separate treatment of insane exservice men was now occupied
by 50 patients and the number would be doubled in the course of a
week or two. The patients had been chosen from amongst those in
County and Borough Asylums. Of 100 relatives approached on the
matter nearly half objected to the transfer of patients to a distance,
being satisfied with the treatment given in their own County and
Borough Asylums. Representatives of the British Legion expressed
appreciation of the efforts made by the Ministry of Pensions to obtain
separate treatment.
Discussion took place on the Article 11 time limit for applications
for widow's pension and the extent of the concessions recently an
nounced was fully explained.
Other subjects brought before the meeting included Service disa
bility awards, the care of motherless children, parents' need pensions,
discussion in private of individual cases at meetings of War Pensions
Committees, which, it was explained, was required solely in the in
terests of the exservice men themselves', repairs to artificial limbs,
and the recovery of overissues.
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The Great Cap Law.

(With acknowledgements to Punch).

ri 1HE recent discussions in parliament on the subject
JL
of Military Law have reminded me of a chapter
of legal and military history which it has long been my
intention to write.
Many gentlemen who took part in the recent War
must have noticed that whenever the occasion arose for
an interview with a Commanding Officer on such a matter
of etiquette as the propriety of hitting a sergeant or of
overstaying leave it was customary to enter the august
presence bareheaded.
It may have been supposed by some that this, un
covering was intended simply as a mark of respect to
the Colonel, or to his commission, or to his boots;
but this was not so. The regulation governing comport
ment on such occasions is explicit on this point, and
the following is an account of the events which led to
the introduction of the practice.
One bright morning in the summer of 18—, before
the orderlyroom of Toothill Barracks the orderly officer
and the sergeantmajor and the provostsergeant and
all the orderly sergeants and orderly corporals and the
orderly bugler and witnesses and the escort and the
prisoners of the day stood in their allotted places on
parade, as is the custom of their kind on weekday
mornings.
One by one the prisoners were marched into the
orderlyroom, and one by one marched out again, their
countenances expressing resignation, dejection or elation,
according to temperament and fate.
At last the turn of Private Higgins came—1655
Private George Higgins, hitherto an obscure member of
Her Majesty's Forces, but destined that day to make
law and history.
For the next few minutes, as he stood before the
orderlyroom table, his bearing was unexceptionable.
His cap was on straight, his buttons were bright, his
thumbs were in line with the seams of his trousers, his
face was expressionless and he gazed fixedly at a point
on the wall directly above the Colonel's head, the while
four witnesses gave their several accounts of the circum
stances in which he, Private Higgins, had, on the 19th
instant publicly addressed EanceCorporal Jones as
" Fishface."
When the evidence was at last completed the Colonel
looked up at the prisoner.
" Anything to say, Private Higgins ? " he asked.
" Nothing, Sir."
Inwardly—for he was on parade—the sergeant
major nodded approvingly. Was there ever a more
exemplary prisoner ?
" Seven days' ' C.B.,' " announced the Colonel.
Then it was that Private Higgins earned for himself
everlasting fame. Gravely and decorously he removed
his cap and flung it into the Colonel's face. When the
uproar had subsided Private Higgins was found standing
rigidly at attention, capless, but otherwise a model for a
frontispiece to " Infantry Training."
They hurried him away to the guardroom, and on
the following morning he was brought up to the orderly
room again to answer to the charges of :—
(1) Wilfully damaging Her Majesty's property.
(2) Being improperly dressed on parade.
(3) Dumb insolence.
(4) Mutiny.
(5) Refusing to obey an order.
(6) Conduct prejudicial to good order and military
discipline.
Again he stood stiffly at attention while the case
proceeded. The Colonel remanded him for court
martial. No sooner were the words uttered than Private
Higgins pulled off his cap in a smart and soldierly
fashion and, with the air of one performing a solemn
rite, hurled it at his Commanding Officer.

And so it went on. He was sentenced successively
by District CourtMartial, by General CourtMartial,
and by the Army Council in full conclave. And after
each sentence he removed his cap with great dignity and
threw it at the senior officer present.
The sensation which his conduct aroused in military
circles may well be imagined. The lower ranks, ap
plauding his attitude, followed his example scrupulously.
It became a point of honour among private soldiers
to accept no sentence from a Commanding Officer without
throwing a cap at him.
The resignations of battered Commanding Officers
poured in at an alarming rate and the Army Council
was faced with a crisis of the first magnitude. Various
suggestions were put forward to remedy the intolerable
situation, and finally it was decided to bring the matter
before Parliament
The three courses of action which found most favour
in the Lesgislative Chambers were —
(1) That upon enlistment, immediately after
attestation, a cap should be glued firmly on to the
head of the soldier. (This opinion was vigorously
advanced by the Conservative party).
(2) That caps should be abolished. (This was
the attitude adopted by the moderate Liberals).
(3) That the throwing of a cap, as a justifiable and
proper expression of the liberty of the subject, should
he legalised by statute. (This was the view held by the
extreme radicals).
At last, after many months of debate, a compro
mise was reached and the decision of Parliament pro
mulgated
And so it is that today, when a soldier is brought
before his Commanding Officer for judgement, his cap
is removed, and not only his cap but also any other
" article of clothing or equipment which might be used
as a missile."
For so runs the regulation.

The 50th ANNUAL DINNER
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DRAGON CLUB
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—
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—

R.vS.V.P. to O.C. Depot, The Buffs, not later
than June 13th.

207

THE DRAGON

OUNI)
SUMMER. May burst on us in London with sudden
fierceness and before we realised it we were

sweltering in our offices, tubes, 'buses and streets. It
was, as it happens, just a capricious little jest and once
more the skies are grey and one's " Wolseys' a necessity.
*
*
*
*
CASTING Which reminds me that the adage " Ne'er
THE CLOUT cast a clout till May be out " (or words to
that effect, as they say at Courts Martial)
is apparently capable of two interpretations. The
ordinary one is that it is unwise to reduce one's clothing
till the First of June. The other, which seems to he
equally wise, is that until the blossom has burst on the
Maytrees one should stick to one's woollies. Perhaps
some erudite reader may settle the point for us.

*
*
*
*
'A
THE
Every year at Burlington House, Piccadilly,
ROYAL there is a show. One pays a shilling or
ACADEMY, eighteenpence for the privilege of walking

through five or six large galleries containing
the year's National Art. Some cynic once said that it
was a sad thought, considering the population of these
Islands, that the Academy is the best we can do. And
yet, whatever one's particular tastes are, there is bound
to be a picture or two worth looking at.
*

*

*

*

PROBLEM NO Academy is considered proper which
PICTURE, does not have its " Problem Picture," that

is, a painting in which people are doing
something quite obvious, and yet which draws from the
critics the question " What is behind this picture ?"
If the critic only looked he would probably find the
price and the artist's address which would solve all the
problem it contains but no critic ever shows this enter
prise. This year, for instance, there are two pictures
which have set tongues awagging.
*

" THE
UNKNOWN
SOLDIER
IN
FRANCE."

*

*

*

Sir William Orpen's picture which shows one
of the vast mirrored state apartments at
Versailles, where the Peace Conference met,
has for its problem, the coffin of a soldier
draped in the Union Jack. At each side of
the bier stands an emaciated steelhelmetted
British Soldier whose covering resembles scanty grave
clothes more than anything. Above are two ' Cupids '
poised in midair. The picture is an allegory and the
artist himself has said that originally it contained
the portraits of the personages who made the " Peace "
from which we are now suffering. These portraits
were rubbed out and the picture painted as it now is.
All sorts of suggestions have been made, but I suppose
the simplest explanation is just that of the reminder in
those gorgeous halls of the tragic wastage of the War.
*
*
*
*
" THE The second ' Problem ' Picture shows two
DELIN young people, a man and a woman, stripped
QUENTS." to the waist and about to undergo corporal
punishment while around them sit evil
looking foreigners whose leering, gloating faces contrast
with the beauty of the central figures.
The only pro
blem is "Why are they going to be beaten ?" The

OUT
clever " Daily Express " Cartoonist suggested that it
was because, while straphanging in the Tube, they did
not pass right down the car. This is probably the best
solution, and the " Underground " authorities would
do well to buy the picture and reproduce it as a horrid
warning to travellers who do not carry out their orders.
*
*
*
*
" SWEEPS." All of us, from sporting bishops to office
boys, have a ticket in some sweep or other,
so perhaps one may be allowed to refer to the terrible
vice of gambling.
How small one's chance seems as one counts up the
figures that go to make the number of the ticket, hoping
that something allusive or prophetic will result. But
every man's chance is equal. That is a point which
encourages us right up to the last moment. Mathe
matically inclined people are wont to calculate by
means of permutations or combinations (as I believe the
mysterious processes are called) the possibilities for or
against the success of any particular ticket. But such
calculations bring little comfort or hope.

*
*
*
Hs
AN EXTRA The following absolutely authentic story
ORDINARY must he unique in the history of " Chance."
COINCI
Some years ago in South America,
DENCE. there lived an Englishman, the owner of
an Estancia, who took a ticket in the Annual

Lottery at his Club. He drew first prize, in value about
forty thousand pounds sterling With his winnings
he came to England and enjoyed an excellent holiday.
In due course he returned to South America, taking
with him a string of racehorses. The next annual
drawing of the Club Lottery took place and he was once
again the winner of the first prize of some £40,000.
Here, however, the kindness of fate ceased. The excite
ment proved too much for him and he survived his
second piece of good fortune by only a few hours.
*

*

*

*

"COUNTING While on the subject of chance there is
THE
another story which is also said to be
CHICKENS." authentic, although I cannot vouch for its
accuracy as in the case of the foregoing.
A small Farmer in an Hungarian village took a ticket
in a National Lottery. The usual discussion took place
as to the disposal of the prize money (in the event of
winning). The Farmer said that he would certainly
buy a dogcart. His little son, aged five, asked that
he might be allowed to sit beside his father while he Was
driving. The little daughter, aged six, made a similar
request. The mother sided with the boy ; the father
with the girl. A quarrel ensued and finally the Farmer
killed his wife in a frenzy and was hanged for murder.
There was no dogcart for the orphans ; the ticket with
the prize went elsewhere
*

*

*

*

THE
Lord Desborough told a good story at
SERGEANT v a Luncheon in London the other day, in
AND GOLF.'honour of the American Golfing Visitors.

A Sergeant of Infantry was asked his candid opinion
of Golf and said " Well, it seems to me to be Hockey
at the Halt."
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subject of a portrait of Ensign Walsh, of Albuera fame,
who was his distant cousin. Mr. Willis told my sister
that Felicia Hemans had been inspired by the Walsh
family (Charles Walsh was, I believe, one of eight
brothers and sisters) to write " The Graves of a House
hold " of which the first verse at any rate is wellknown.
I quote the poem in full, without any expectation that
you will find room for more than a verse or two :
1.

THE BENEVOLENT FUND.

Dear Sir,
Herewith one pound for the Buffs Benevolent Fund.
I should be obliged if you would hand it to the proper
quarter and acknowledge in The Dragon.
Yours faithfully,
Hastings.
" WEALD."

[ Very many thanks.
as requested. Ed.]

The pound has been handed over

SOMETHING MISSING.

Dear Sir,
In vain have I perused the columns of The Dragon
for several months past, for news from " C " Co. 2nd
Battalion.
As a late member of that Company and for nearly
two years correspondent to the Gazette, I feel that my old
Company is losing its place by not contributing to the
paper,
Can yon, Mr. Editor, wake them up ?
I enclose a photo of an old " C'ite." Mr. S. J. Kember,
late L/Cpl., outside right for C's football team, and well
known in hockey circles of the Battalion. Picture was
taken by me at Reigate on Easter Monday, during a
Band Contest, one of the Bands being Oxted (Surrey)
Silver of which Mr. Kember is Bass Drummer.
Yours, etc.,
Park Lane,
F. A. BRISTOW.
Reigate, Surrey.

ROOMS TO LET.

Dear Sir,
I wonder if there are any means of getting in touch
with any old " Buff " who may be living in Dymchurch.
My reason for asking Sir is, that I and my family would
like to take a week or ten days' holiday, and as an Old
" Buff" I would much prefer staying with an old
Comrade.
May I suggest, in fact, that if any old Buffs have
rooms to let and would make their wants known by
advertising in The Dragon, it would be both to their
and our advantage.
I am just recovering from a bad attack of Flu' and
I should be very glad to get away from business for a
week or so.
I need not say Sir that I look forward to my Dragon
and I don't miss a line from front cover to the back.
Yours faithfully,
No. 124 late Sergeant,
130 Craven Park Road,
E. REYNOLDS.
Harlesden, N.W. 10.

[We will gladly insert free of any charge any advertise
ments received from our readers relating to rooms to let,
articles wanted and for disposal, etc. etc., We welcome
these in fact as our chief desire is not only to make The
Dragon readable but also useful. Ed.]
THE GRAVES OF A HOUSEHOLD.

Dear Sir,
By a curious coincidence my sister travelled out to
South America in the autumn of 1910 on the same boat
as a certain Mr. J. Willington Walsh Willis, with whom,
I had just previously been in correspondence on the

The Graves of a Household.

They grew in beauty side by side,
They filled one home with glee ;
Their graves were severed, far and wide,
By mount, and stream, and sea.
2. The same fond mother bent at night
O'er each fair sleeping brow ;
She had each folded flower in sight—
Where are those dreamers now ?
3. One, 'midst the forests of the west,
By a dark stream is laid—
The Indian knows his place of rest,
Far in the cedar shade.
4. The sea, the blue lone sea, hath one
He lies where pearls lie deep ;
He was the loved of all, yet none
O'er his low bed may weep.
5. One sleeps where southern vines are dressed
Above the noble slain :
He wrapt his colours round his breast,
On a blood red field of Spain.
6. And one—o'er her the myrtle showers
Its leaves, by soft winds fanned ;
She faded 'midst Italian flowers—
The last of that bright hand.
7. And parted thus they rest, who played
Beneath the same green tree ;
Whose voices mingled as they prayed
Around one parent knee !
8. They that with smiles lit up the hall,
And cheered with song the hearth—
Alas ! for love, if thou wert all,
And nought beyond, oh earth.
Verse 5 evidently refers to Charles Walsh of the Buffs,
but Mrs. Hemans is guilty of poetic license when she
suggests that he was buried in Spain ; Mr. Willis, in
one of his letters to me, distinctly says " Charles Walsh
died between 1840 and 1850 and is buried at Lorrha,
Queen's County."
I am, Sir,
Yours faithfully,
F. W. TOMLINSON.
94 Piccadilly,
W.l.

(The above is of particular interest in view of the article
entitled " Ensign Walsh " on page 198.—Ed.)

Promotion from the Ranks.
It is announced in Army Orders that in the second of the special
courses of training at Sandhurst, for candidates for promotion from the
ranks to combatant commissions, commencing in January, 1924, pro
vision will be made for 35 men. The number of vacancies available
for subsequent courses will be announced in the Army Orders of April
instead of May each year.

B. &. W. FISKMOORE,
High Class Photographers,
Canterbury.
Tel. 337.
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Regimental Golf Meeting.
I V / T A JO R F . W . T o m l i n s o n ' s o f f e r t o r u n t h e R e g i m e n t a l
jy± Golf Meeting this year will no doubt be accepted
with enthusiasm, and the programme he proposes is
an attractive one.
In regard to the latter, however, there is one sugges
tion the writer would like to make. This is that, in
addition to the competitions suggested, a cup put up by
the Regiment should be awarded for the best scratch
score; that this cup, with the name of each year's
winner engraved upon it, should be kept in the Depot
Mess ; and that a small replica be given to the winner
on each occasion.

(5)

That a Golf Dinner be held at The Depot on the
evening of the day of the meeting.
In regard to the above suggestions, I should be
glad to arrange for all the transport needed between
The Depot and St. George's.
Yours etc.,

GUY LEE, Major.

Widows, Children and Dependants
Pensions.

THE QUESTION OF HANDICAPS.
Then a second point, I wish to raise, is the question
of handicaps. I believe I am right in saying there are
many who are likely to compete at the meeting who
are at present without recognized club handicaps,
and my suggestion in regard to these is, that, at the
time of entry, they should submit three cards to enable
their handicaps to be fixed by the Regimental Golf
Committees prior to competing; or, better still, that
they should make arrangements forthwith to obtain
official handicaps.

ELIGIBILITY.

And my third point is in regard to those eligible
to take part at the meeting. Is this to be confined to
only those who have served in the Regulars, or is the
entry to be thrown open to all who have ever served in
a Battalion of the Buffs whether this be Regular, Service,
Special Reserve, * Militia, or Territorial ?
And in conclusion, the writer would suggest that
the Committee, as suggested by Major Tomlinson, should
be set up, not during the first meeting, but forthwith,
this to enable a definite settlement to be reached at
once on the following points :—
(a) The date and place of the meeting.
(b) The Nature of the competitions and the rules
abiding them.
Immediate action is suggested, as it is feared that if
matters be unduly delayed all manner of complications
will arise, and the question of obtaining accommodation
for all competitors under one roof, a most attractive
feature of the meeting, will prove to be unattainable.
H. H. C. B.
[As we go to press the following letter on the above
subject has reached us.]
Dear Sir,
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(RESERVE AND TERRITORIAL FORCES).

A

NEW

Royal Warrant provides that pensions and
compassionate allowances may be awarded to
the widows, children and dependants of officers of
Militia, Special Reserve, Regular Army Reserve of
Officers, Territorial Army or Volunteers, dying in con
sequence of wounds, injuries or disease directly attribut
able to the conditions of service at the same rates and
under the same conditions as to the widows, children
and dependants of Regular officers.
It is further provided that if a soldier of the Army
Reserve, Special Reserve, Militia, Bermuda Militia
Artillery, Channel Islands Milita, King's Own Malta
Militia, Royal Engineers (Militia) Malta Division,
Territorial Army or Volunteers dies in consequence of
wound or injury received in the performance of a
military duty, or of disease directly attributable to
service, within seven years of the receipt of such wound
or injury or of his removal from duty on account of
such disease, his widow, children or dependants may
be granted pensions at the rates and under the con
ditions laid down in the Pay Warrant so far as these
are applicable
Under the old Warrant, no provision was made for
the grant of pensions or compassionate allowances
either to widows and children or dependants in the case
of the death of an officer of any of these branches of the
Service from disease attributable to service. The
new Warrant provides for these cases. Its further
effect is to place dependants of such officers and soldiers
on the same footing as widows and children were under
the old Warrant in the case of the officer's or soldier's
death from injury attributable to service.
The new Warrant does not in any way affect cases
arising out of the late War, which are dealt with by the
Ministry of Pensions.

With reference to the proposed Regimental Golf
Meeting, I should like to put forward the following
suggestions :—
(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

That a Committee of Management should be formed
forthwith to arrange all details, and that this
Committee should be composed of serving and
past officers of the Regiment.
That the rendezvous should be at The Depot, Can
terbury, on the evening preceding the day of the
meeting, and that the Officer Commanding,
The Depot, make such arrangements as may be
necessary for the accommodation for competitors.
That the competition should take place at St.
George's, Sandwich, and that the meeting be
confined to one day's golf consisting of medal
play in the morning, and foursomes in the after
noon.
That the meeting be held between the 16th and
20th of J uly, this being the most convenient date
for officers serving at The Depot, a number of
whom are golfers.

Balances of Deceased Soldiers.
P~T^HE following amounts are available for distribution
JL
amongst the NextofKin (or others entitled)
of those Buffs whose names are given.
Applications from persons supposing themselves
as NextofKin should be addressed by letter to " The
Secretary, War Office, London, S.W. 1," and marked
outside " Effects."
£ s. d.
L/Cpl. H. H. Collins
8 0 0
Pte. M. McDonnell
1 1 8
Pte. C. W. H. Harris
7 7 0
Pte. J. Saltese ...
6 17 1
Pte. H. Wood ...
2 16 1
Pte. W. T. Purdie
5 13 4
Pte. G. Green ...
8 7 11
Pte. J. Harding
6 1 8
Pte. W. Love ...
1 6 8
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V. H. BENNETT & Co.,
Military Tailors, Sports and
<>

o

o

General Outfitters,

84 & 85 St. Mary Street.
V. H. BENNETT & Co.,
DHAPEB/S,
Ladies' and Children's Complete
Outfitters,

Head Quarters
for
WALTHAM
WATCHES

17, 18, 19 & 20 St. Thomas Street,

Sports Prizes

89 & 90 St. Mary St., & Bond St.

Jewellery

V. H. BENNETT & Co.,
Complete House Furnishers,

8 & 9 Bond St., & 16 St. Thomas St.
WEYMOUTH

o^mmSTAN'S FLORAL WjJgsrgy
JOYCE & ARNOLD.

89 ST. DUNSTAN'S STREET
—

CANTERBURY. —

BOUQUETS, WREATHS and CROSSES
—
FLORAL DECORATIONS
—

FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS
PLANTS,

TREES & SHRUBS OF EVERY
DESCRIPTION SUPPLIED.

ESTABLISHED 1874.

Telephone 414.

Telephohe No. 99.

Wrist Watches from
20/
Walthams from
£3 7 6
Silver Cups from 17/6 to £20
pni|APn Watch'& Clock Maker
Gold & Silversmith

Wm. KULLAKU

53 St. George's Street, CANTERBURY

C. E. MARSH
Fishmonger, Poulterer and
Ice Merchant
20 St. Dunstan's Street, Canterbury
LICENSED

DEALER

IN

GAME

Caterer to Officers' Mess, Depot The Buffs
TELEPHONE

202.

SMOKE!

S. HOLDEN

1,001 BRANDS ALWAYS IN STOCK—

Manufacturer of
MINERAL WATERS
Longport Works, Canterbury

J. F. BARBER

As Supplied to the Principal Messes,
—
Clubs & Hotels in the City
—

Nevertheless, YOUR OWN favourite brand of
Tobacco or Cigarette stocked by request

TOBACCONIST
29b St. Margaret's St. & 16 High St.
CAIsTTEE/BHRY

(Established over 30 years)
Agent for—Dunhill, Barling, Loewe, Ben Wade, &c. Briars
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" Beneath Bell Harry. jy
Albuhera Day at The Depot.

W

E

had great
times here on
Albuhera Day, hut the
full
programme
was
rather curtailed by the
wet weather. The day
opened at 9 o'clock
with an inter section
cricket competition,
each team being allowed
half an hour's innings.
Only a few matches
were completed before
the rain came down in
torrents and made all
play impossible for the
rest of the day.
At 10 o'clock the
fair began and the
musketry parade ground
bore some resemblance to Hamptsead Heath on
Bank Holiday. Cocoanut shies, peep shows, rifle
shooting booths, and every other device for robbing the
visitor were in full swing. Pte. Brown with his perform
ing mice was well worth a penny a time. No one hit Dr.
Baker with a tent peg although he made quite a long
exposure of his red nose above the edge of the barrel.
C.S.M. Follett must be complimented on his ingenious
ideas within the peep shows. The unwily recruit who
placed his eye to the hole expecting to see the staging
of an exciting finish to the cup tie final was only able to
discern the end of a safety match protruding from a box.
The miniature range competitions produced large sums
of money, but it is noticeable that any game that offered
an outside chance of making money drew the gamblers
in scores to the ultimate advantage of the Benevolent
Fund.
Many there were who were attracted by the odds
marked on the cloth spread on the grass ; all the com
petitor had to do was to throw his coin into one of the
squares and receive perhaps twenty times its value in
return, but if he had taken the pains to measure the
coin and the square he might have turned his attention
to a more lucrative game.
Homocea, Hoopla and many other games deserve
mention but I fear that time fails to tell of them all.
Suffice it to say that about £15 was the net profit of this
successful show, and much praise is due to R.S.M. Dare
and his assistants who spent so much time and trouble
in its organization.
The Sergeants came to lunch with the officers pre
paratory to playing them at cricket, but this historic
game was perforce replaced by " rounders," a more
childish sport. The latter adjective is used perhaps
to cover the defeat of the officers. At least it was a
defeat saved by another deluge of rain. At 4 o'clock
the officers and Sergeants with their respective families
gathered for tea. Here at last we welcomed the patter
of the rain on the tin roof which deadened the cries of the
infants. But we all know that a healthy child makes
a healthy noise and so of course with our thoughts on
such a day dwelling on the future of the Regiment we
welcomed that sound. It was a good assembly and
we were glad so to celebrate Albuhera day together.

CONCERT AND DANCE.

The evening held a long programme in Store. The
concert started at 7.30 before a house of about 300 people
which wras greatly assisted by the Depot Band. It is
a sad thought that we may be robbed in the future of
this great asset to the Depot, but I know that the powers

that be are going to have a good fight for itsjretention
at all costs. Sgt. Beasley gave us an excellent turn and
so did Pte. Woods.^We^haven't forgotten the per
formances of these two^in the Christmas pantomime
and were glad to see them on the stage again. There
followed two plays in which several of the officers took
part, and we were alFdelighted withAthe singing of Mrs.
Illingworth. The evening was by no means^over at
10.30, for at that hour the dance began in the gymnasium.
It is wonderful how keen alb ranks are on dancing these
days, or is it that Canterbury can provide so many of the
" fair maids of Kent." Anyhow it was 3 o'clock before
we went to bed, and no one can say that the Depot
forgot Albuhera Day.

IN BRIEF.

The winners of the Treasure Hunt Competition were :—
1, Pte. Coveney ; 2, L/Corpl. Wilson ; 3, Pte. Hill, ; 4, Pte. Williams.
Capt. Morgan, Lt. Willows, and Lt. Fox were the Depot Officers
who took part in the two plays given at the Concert.
Prominent features of the Albuhera Ball were the large electrically
illuminated Dragon, and a picture of Lt. Latham defending the colour,
for which C.S.M. Love, and Ptes. Brown and Banks were responsible,
and the cloud of confetti which suddenly descended from the beams
above during the Grand March for the Lancers.
The variety of the amusement programme arranged for Albuhera
Day is best seen from the following showing the side shows for which the
officers at the Depot were responsible :—
Under Lt. Webster. Performing Mice. Instantaneous Photo
graphy, etc. Lucky Dip.
Under Lt. Willows. Houpla. Pipe Shy. Football.
Under Lt. Turner. Orange Shy. Bomb Throwing. Cocoanut Shy.
Under Lt. Fox, M.O. Boat Race. Musical Pegs. Blindfold Race.
Under Lt. Symonds. Osborne Show. Kaleidoscope. Homocea.
Menagerie.
Under Lt. Rowe. Lottery. Lucky Number. Barrel. Top Hat.

FOOTBALL.
Cinque Ports U.S. League.

The following are the final results of the Depot Foot
ball season.

v. 14th Battery R.F.A. at Shorncliffe.

This was a recall match for us as we had been beaten by the Gunners
on our ground in the first match but we returned the compliment this
time beating them well and truly 20 much to their surprise. This
is the first match the 14th Battery have lost in the competition,

v. 2nd Worcesters at Dover.

Lost 34 after a very good game in which we missed a penalty in
the last minute.

v. 2nd Green Howards at Dover.

Won 20 after a keen game the Green Howards being keen on
avenging a previous heavy defeat, but our defence played well and we
won as stated.

v. 7th Battery R.F.A. at Shorncliffe.

Won 10 after a game in which we had all the play but could not
score except by a glorious drive from a free kick taken by Shelton.
We are anxiously waiting now to see what our position is in the
league. Of our last eight matches we have won 7 and lost 1 which
shows a remarkable consistency on the part of all players.

Colours.

During the past season colours have been awarded as follows:—
GoalC.Q.M.S. Jones; BacksR.S.M. Dare, Sgt. Morgan,
M.M., Lt. Rowe ; Half Backs Sgt. Smith (R), Cpl. Hamer (c), L/Cpl.
Gilbert (l) ; Forwards:—Q.M.S. Collins (o.R.), Pte. Foad (i.R.), Pte.
Shelton (c), Lt. Mallam (I.E.), Pte. Mullinger (O.L.)

CRICKET.

This year's cricket season has started with great
success for the Depot Team. We have won all four
matches played. Captain Wilkins and Lt. Rowe were
a useful addition to our team, but, alas ! they have
now left Canterbury for Portland.

Match Results.
v. GOODNESTONE AT GOODNESTONE.

Played May 12th and Depot won by 30 runs.
Scores :—Depot 79, Goodnestone 49.
Top Scores :—C.S.M. Couchman, 18 not out Lt. Willows 17.
Bowling AnalysisW.O. Collins, 5 wickets for 13. Lt. Rowe, 3
wickets for 4.

Continued on next page.
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v. St. Lawrence (Thurs. XI).

Played May 17th on St. Lawrence Ground.
Scores:—Depot 108. St. Lawrence 73. Depot won by 35 runs.
Top scores:—Capt. Wilkins, 47. R.S.M. Dare, 22. Lt. Rowe, 20.
Bowling :—Sgt. Coaster, 4 for 11 runs. W.O. Collins, 4 for 24.
The above match brought to an end the undefeated record held by
the St. Lawrence Thursday team for over two seasons.

v. Chilham.

Played May 19th at Chilham.
Scores :—Chilham, 35. Depot 78. Depot won by 43.
Top scores :—Pte. Woods, 15 not out. Lt. Willows 24.
Bowling :—W.O. Collins, 6 for 15 runs. Capt. Wilkins, 2 for 16 runs.

v. Goodnestone at Goodnestone.

All day match played at Goodnestone on May 21st.
Depot won by 7 runs on the 1st innings, the scores being Depot 62
(1st Innings) and 68 (2nd innings). Goodnestone, 55 (1st innings) and
26 for 4 (2nd innings).
Top scores :—Major Lee, 25. Lt. Willows, 30.

WHITSUN OUTING.

For those both of the Sergeants' Mess and lesser ranks, who did not
participate in the general Whitsun exodus from the Depot a charabanc
outing to Dymchurch was arranged for WhitMonday, and when it is
recorded that R.S.M. Dare was the one to see things through; it is,
of course, the same as saying that everything passed off without a
hitch and that a most enjoyable day was spent.
The departure from the Depot took place at 9 a.m., and the last
charabanc did not " honk" its way into the Depot until after 10 p.m.
Dymchurch is certainly an ideal place for an outing. The drive there is
delightful, especially that portion of it which takes one through the
marshes, and, on arrival, the fine stretch of sand provides all that can
be in the shape of Football, Tennis, Cricket, Badminton, and rounders.
We were also lucky in finding a touring fair in full swing with its side
shows, coker nut shies, and roundabouts. And there were some
heroes who even couldn't resist the pleasure of a bathe.
Haversack rations were taken and a piping hot meal was awaiting
all on their return to the Depot in the evening—a very excellent meal it
was too, just the very thing to send one to bed happy and contented after
a most enjoyable day.

WEAPON TRAINING.

The undermentioned Trained Soldiers are qualified as shewn in
connection with the firing of Part III. (Open Range), Table "A."
C.S.M. I. M. MacWalter
D.C.M., M.M.
Pte. J. Turner.
L/S. Beasley.

Good Shots.

Pte. Raines,
Pte. Tallack.
Corpl. Hollands.
Pte. Hocknell.

Pte. Ellen.
Pte. Wright.
Pte. Blanche.

Fair Shots.

Pte. Daynes.
And the following is the result of Recruits' firing :—
Pte. Donovan.
L/C. Watson.
Pte. Warren.
Pte. F. Brown.
Pte. Hover.
Pte. A. Cooper.
Pte. Gudgion.
Pte. L Baker.
Pte. Fullwood.
Pte. O'Keefe
Pte. Taylor.
Pte. Harland.

Good Shots.

Pte. Strand.

Fair Shots.

Pte. Murphy.
Pte. F. Davis.
Pte. E. White.
Pte. S. Marshall.
Pte. A. Cook.
L/C. Harvey.
Pte. B. Day.
Pte. McMullen.
Pte. Phillips.
Pte. Jackson.
Pte. Walker.

Pte. Miller.
Pte. A. Beale.
Pte. F. Allen.
Pte. Lord.
Pte. Shorter.
Pte. W. Savage.
Pte. Corlett.
Pte. Handscomb.
Pte. Feakins.
Pte. Hird.
Pte. Jury.

Pte. Fry.
Pte. Lawrence.
Pte. Prior.
Pte. Hoye.
Pte. S. Smith.
Pte. Willcox.
Pte. R. Carter.
Pte. Honeywell.
Pte. Smissen.
L/C. Wilson.
Pte. Brawn.
Pte. Barrow.

THE SERGEANTS' MESS.
It has been a bitterly cold month so far, and if we are not wrong
there are snow flakes coming down as we write these Notes. No
Cricket, consequently, and no Tennis, little if any Sun, and, consequently
few flowers. Plenty of Flowery Language though ! Such weather you
may be sure plays up " Old Harry " with our outdoor enjoyment, and
practice for the Summer games is almost at a standstill. We suppose
we shall have to, as we have done thousands of times before, Stick it
and Crib.
The last Spoon Shoot resulted in Sergt. Smith wiunihg the Silver
One, and W.O. ii. (Ed.) Collins the Wooden One.
We have had our final Dance of the Season unless something comes
along that may induce us to give just one more. It was as usual
a great affair, and there are many sad hearts in the Mess and in the
Quarters, and among our many friends in the civilian line when they
think of the number of months that must intervene before Dancing
again comes into its own.
We have not been able to have any Tennis yet on the Lawn. What
little we have had has only been of the practice variety, and has taken
place on the Hard Court on the Square just outside the Mess. This
existed prior to the War, but was, you may be sure, ruined by traffic

and drilling, but we had it renovated and levelled some time back, and
it now affords us a certain amount of evening pleasure which, however,
would be doubled could we but get out to our proper one on the Green
where the ladies can participate in our enjoyment.
Of Cricket there's been none. The Depot certainly had one game
at Goodnestone on the 12th instant and we won by some 40 runs,
but the weather has been a stumbling block to practicing at the nets.
Still, Old King Sol is sure to be doing is a good turn before long.
There has been some excellent Boxing at the Depot during the
month amongst the recruits, real good stuff, too, but other pens will be
describing this in The Dragon. Sergeant Osborne gave an exhibition
bout with Pte. Stone and we saw a dingdong set to. Little Ossey has
not done much with the gloves of late, nevertheless he is extremely
nippy and pretty to watch. With a proper course of training we
guarantee he would teach any opponent that he is far from being
a spent force. All the same Pte. Stone is an exceptionally clever hand
at the game, and at infighting has no superior knocking about these
parts.
Dear Old John Bennell was there, and how he did enjoy it, He's
still wrapped up in the manly sport, and to watch a contest even at this
age is better for him that all the physician's tonics.
We have lost C.S.M. O. Mason.
A more versatile man it would
be hard to find. He went to Pension on the 12th May. Without
a shadow of doubt he has been the mainstay of this journal, and how
far he will be missed it is indeed difficult to compute. We are extremely
glad to know that he has dropped into an excellent post in Civil life, and
we all wish him piles upon piles of Luck.
The celebrations of Albuhera Day, which took place on 16th, will be
found chronicled elsewhere. Everyone lent a hand, and in spite of the
Arctic weather was a real success. At all events the lads enjoyed the
Holiday and the many sideshows were well patronised. We've some
real good boys here, who are going to develop into excellent soldiers.
They're always merry and bright.
By the time these lines are in print Sergt. Shoobridge, we understand,
will have taken unto himself a wife. Good Luck, Tiny.
We had a visit during the month from Mr. McDonough (late C.Q.M.S.
1st Battalion), and Mr. Eaton (late Sergt. 1st Battalion). They both
looked in tiptop health, and it was a pleasure to have them with us.
It's always very refreshing to us to see any of the old faces.
W.M.S.

PRIVATES' DANCE.
On Friday, 4th May, the Privates of the Depot gave a mostenjoyable
dance in the Gymnasium which was most tastefully decorated with
green shrubbery, for this C.S.M. Love was responsible and also for
a nice little surprise confetti storm. He was most ably assisted by the
Great Blower Brown, comedians, and young Banks of the Dogger Banks,
our exSeaman who was responsible for going up aloft and fixing the
greenery.
The dance started at 8 p.m. with a Waltz " Love's Lullaby," and
altogether there were 32 dances, so that when the end came the dancers
were pretty tired and did not want rocking to sleep when they arrived
home in the early, hours of the morning.
The duties of M.C. were carried out by Pte. Savage—" Nuff said " ;
and everything went off with a swing. The President of the Committee
was Lachrie Woods, and the members Young Banks and Blower.
On looking round I saw many wellknown faces amongst whom was
Sid Sutton looking like a two year old—"bless his old chinstrap !"
The Officers of the Depot were all there with the exception of Major Guy
Lee who was away on a course, but Mrs. Guy Lee answered for him, and
we were also glad to welcome Capt. Tommy Cook, the Quartermaster
of the 1st Battalion accompanied by his good lady and family, and
Capt. and Mrs. Stone. The evening, in fact, might well be described as
a meeting of the clans. Major Cadell ("Pip") of the R.A.M.C. was
enjoying himself as he always does ; I don't think he missed a dance.
During the interval a couple of diminutive seamen strolled in looking
for trouble, one accused the other of pinching his girl and it ended in a
boxing contest. They were Blower Brown of H.M. Buffs and Bill Banks
of the Pilot cutter '' Cyclops.'' This most amusing and muchappreciated
interlude ended with the shaking of hands and adjourning to the bar to
drown their sorrows.
At midnight came the storm, and down fell the snow, as you were,
confetti I mean. C.S.M. Love had tied bags of confetti on to the rafters
and when the Grand March D'Alberta was on, he released the confetti
to fall upon the dancers below. This caused screams of laughter, the
novelty of it all being totally unexpected.
At 12.30 the spot waltz took place and the lucky couple to win it was
Mrs. Hambrook and Pte. Carter, and the lucky number prize was won
by Mr. Farnol, and the Prizes, one of which was a copy of the War
History of the Buffs were kindly presented by Mrs. Guy Lee.
During the evening Capt. Cook commandeered some of the Privates,
took them up to the Officers' wives, introduced them, and made them
dance with them. My word the youngsters did look bashful, all blushes !
Oh ! by the way, I wonder if Sgt. Shoebridge likes confetti, I saw him
trying to drink a glass of it and it didn't seem to agree with him. Some
body had filled his glass with it when he wasn't looking. But never mind
Snoey better luck or beer next time.
Our heavy weight lifter Sgt. Crownski was in charge of the liquor
bar and a busy time he had of it too. Had to call in assistance because
his enormous shoulders and back were unable to bear the strain.
It was not until 2 a.m. when the end came with the playing of God
Save the King, and when all returned home, a little .bit tired perhaps,
but well satisfied.
M. O. L.
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Depot Boxing.
' jP H E sporting traditions of
the Regiment, of which
we are all so justly proud,
have never been more worthily
upheld than at the last
boxing tournament held at
the Depot this month.
Perhaps the outstanding
feature of the whole show,
was the keenness shewn,
for there were no less than
nearly two hundred fights.
Surely a good augur for the
future of boxing in the Regi
ment ! Every " scrap " was
fought in the true spirit of
sportsmanship and the audi
ence was not slow to show
their appreciation of it.
The competition was an
interCompany one, A versus B. A winner scored two
and the loser one point, for his company. Besides the
medals for the winners of the various weights, two day's
extra leave was granted to the semifinalists. This
last encouragement was responsible for very many
black eyes and thick noses. B Company won and
appended below will be found the full results of the
many fights.
To pick men for special praise is not easy. It is
sufficient to say that all did their very best. There is
one thing, however, that the writer cannot but remark
on regarding the sportsmanship shown. Many of the
fights necessarily meant men in the same company
fighting each other. You are told one day that you
have to meet your greatest pal—and not a few did—in
the first round of the welterweights. It is with some
what mixed feelings that you receive the news. It
certainly wants a little understanding doesn't it, to
realise that you have got to get into the ring and' try
and knock your pal very much harder and more fre
quently—maybe too, to send him to sleep without
the expense of a sleeping draught—than he hits you.
But that is what sportsmen do, and on the occasion we
saw it many times.
FIGHTING FOR YOUR SIDE.
What does boxing teach you ? Firstly and most
important of all, that sense of fighting for your side and
not yourself. In other words, your Regiment. And it
is your Regiment that counts. A winner scored for
his section and for his company. Eater on he will
be able to do what every man should always strive for,
to fight for his Regiment. That is the greatest am
bition that every man should have at the back of his
mind. These remarks apply, of course, equally to all
forms of sport, football, cricket, hockey, swimming,
etc. The second thing boxing teaches us, is not to
lose our tempers, but to take what you receive, in the
right spirit. Physical fitness, agility and quickness of
brain and eye form the remaining lessons boxing brings
out and improves.
Every loser deserved just as much praise as the
winner. There is no boxer living, at least there are only
one or two at the most, who has never lost a fight.
To learn to be a really good boxer you must be prepared
to take your defeats as they come. It is these that
teach you how to win.
A word to those who as yet have not taken up
boxing. In both battalions we have every facility for
a man to learn and the teams in each have donesplendidly
during the last three years. If any readers care to
look up past editions of The Dragon he will see that the
2nd Battalion won the unit Championship for all Meso
potamia in 1921. The 1st Battalion was no less success
ful in Ireland during their stay in that Country, and

news is just to hand of their further success in Con
stantinople. But teams do jiot last for ever. Men must
needs go and others are wanted to fill the vacancies
they make. So if you are keen and want to learn,
just see any N.C.O. when you get to your battalion,
whether its the 1st or 2nd, and he will do the rest to
get you into touch with those responsible for the boxing.
There is but little more to add, except a word of
congratulation to C.S.M. Horlock and his stalwart
P. T. Wallahs, on the excellence of the organisation and
the carrying out of the programme. Everything went
like clockwork. And with 200 fights to get through it
was no mean effort. The lighter side of the programme
was splendidly carried out by Bsm. Woods and Sgt.
Beasley.
W.H.R.

Results.

The following are the full results, the name of the winner in the
preliminary fights being first in each case :

Light Weights.

1st Series.—Wooley beat Sheppard ; Gentle, Harris.
2nd Series.—Rutty beat Bainden; Dument, Salmon ; Wood
hatch, Goodsell; Sparks, Fry ; Trebell, Lacey ; Feakins, Parker;
Brown, McMullen ; Harland, Handscombe ; Fullwood, Hird ; Bains,
Corlett; Kerry, Harvey ; Goddard, Miller ; Brown, Murphy ; Knapp
Worthington; King, Woods; Dove, Goodall; Purvis, Howland;
Burnett, Hales; Bailey knocked out Aldridge; Church, Watkins;
Packman, Williams; Maycock, A. Baker; Goddard, Kavenagh;
Ansell knocked out Goldfinch; Divers knocked out Allsop ; Gentle
knocked out Wooley; Green, Prior; Mercer, Pye, E. Smith, W.
Baker ; Hills, Wilson ; Butler, F. Brown.
3rd Series.—Rutty beat Gentle; Woodhatch, Dument; Sparks,
Trebell; Brown, Feakins ; Green, Bains ; . Kerry, Goddard ; J.
prown, Mercer; Butler, Knapp; King, E. Smith; Dove, Purvis;
Bailey, Burnett; Church, Hills; Packman, Maycock, ; Toms, God
dard ; Ansell, Divers.
4th Series.—Harland beat Green ; J. Brown, Kerry; Toms knocked
out Ansell; Woodhatch, Rutty; Brown, Sparks; King, Butler;
Bailey, Dove ; Church, Packman.
5th Series.—Brown beat Woodhatch ; Harland, J. Brown ; King,
Bailey ; Church, Toms.
Semifinals.—Brown v. Harland—a good fight won by the former,
the latter unluckily putting out his thumb. King v. Church—a moderate
fight which went to the former.
Final.—H. Brown v. King: A fairly even first round in which
King, the bigger man, was seen to advantage. King attacked fiercely
after the interval, but Brown got in several telling blows to the head.
King deserved his win.

BantamWeights.

1st Series.—O'Neil beat Wilson,; Jackson, Austch.
2nd Series.—Walker beat Uden ; Hills, Buddie ; Godfrey, Viney ;
Parberry, Parker; Johnson, Hardinge; Hodges, Chapman; Terry,
Savage; Smith, Hook; Kendall, Harding; Graham, Dell; Pope,
Wilson ; Harcup, Hoyle ; Spokes, Harmer ; Eelant, Cannon ; Palmer
Stokes; O'Neil, Jackson.
3rd Series.—Hills beat Parberry; Johnson, Godfrey; Hodges,
Terry; Smith, Kendall; Graham, Pope; Spokes, Harcup ; Lelant,
Palmer ; O'Neil knocked out Walker.
4th Series.—O'Neil beat Hills; Johnson, Hodges; Graham,
Smith; Lelant, Spokes.
Semifinals.—Graham v. Lelant. The former had the advantage
in reach, but Lelant scored in a swinging right to the stomach. In the
second round Eelant got home some good rights to the chin. The
fight finished in the corner with Eelant winning on points. O'Neil v.
Johnson ; The former knocked out his opponent in the first round.
Final.—O'Neil v. Eelant: O'Neil had the advantage of reach,
but the smaller man attacked pluckily. In the second round O'Neil
missed a good opportunity of finishing the fight. An extra round was
fought and both mixed it freely, Eelant four times going to the boards,
but with admirable pluck refusing to give up. O'Neil the winner.

Feath e rWe igh ts.

1st Series.—McNulty beat Hogben; Walters, Marsh; Bush,
Jorden; Chandler, Wilson; Martin, Taylor; O'Keefe, Stevens;
Middleton, Jury; Miller, Davis; Young, Shorter; Blencoe, Law
rence ; Beal, Hall; Bailey, Bamford; Batstone, Thomas; George,
Spence; Radden, Hawkins; Farrell, Sparkes; Penfold, Mitchell;
Clinker, Gammon.
2nd Series.—Blackman beat Foster; Lord knocked out Hook ;
Aylott knocked out Salmon ; Morecroft knocked out Gore ; Humphrey
Charlton; Walters, McNulty; Bush, Chandler; Martin, O'Keefe;
Batstone knocked out George ; Farrell knocked out Radden ; Penfold,
Clinker ; Bailey, Beal.
3rd Series.—Aylott beat Morecraft; Humphrey knocked out
Clark ; Batstone, Farrell; Miller, Martin ; Penfold, Blackman ;
Savage, Lord ; Bailey, Young.
4th Series.—Miller beat Walters; Batstone, Bailey; Savage*
Penfold; Aylott, Humphrey.

Continued on next page.
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V.C.s of the Ink Pot.

Depot Boxing—Continued.
Semifinals.—Batstone v. Miller: The former was disqualified for
hitting low. Savage v. Aylott: The latter was early aggressive and
found Savage all at sea. A onesided fight ended with Savage taking the
count.
Final.—Miller v. Aylott: Miller was early aggressive and led all
through, although Aylott did very well.

BY A LOOKER ON.
OW much heroism hides behind the ordinary, hum
drum environment of an office ?
I know a clerk who seems the sort of man to hide
under the bed if burglars paid a visit in the night. Yet
WelterWeights.
this reserved, apparently timorous little man was
1st Series.—Warren beat Williams; Acott, Knight; Pearman,
decorated for bravery during the South African war,
Holliday ; Dudley, Bolton ; Wilkinson, Laker ; Burt, Finnis.
and he holds two of the Royal Humane Society's certi
2nd Series.—McGrath beat Phillips; Cook knocked out Vass;
O'Mahoney, Donovan; G. Smith knocked out Strand; Cooper,
ficates for saving life.
Adams ; Martin, Snelling; Gooding, Miles ; Sergeant, Skinner ;
There is a ledger clerk in the same office—the most
Ellis, Kirby; Baker, Smith; Warren, Acott.; Pearman, Dudley;
cheerful man about the place at all times. When any
Wilkinson, Burt; Eley, Parker.
3rd Series.—G. Smith knocked out Cook; Cooper, Mellish;
of the staff are suffering from a particularly bad " hump
Gooding, Martin; Miles knocked out Sergeant; Ellis, Baker; War
it is generally his ready sympathy and optimism that
ren, Pearman ; Wilkinson knocked out McGrath.
brings a cure. It was only quite casually, the other day,
4th Series.—Wilkinson beat Warren ; Smith, O'Mahoney ; Good
that I learned that for some months he has been under
ing, Cooper; Miles, Ellis.
Semifinals.—Wilkinson v. Smith : The latter was knocked out in
sentence of death. He is suffering from an incurable
the first round. Gooding v. Miles : The latter fought pluckily;
disease, and the doctor has given him only twelve or
but his opponent was too good for him.
eighteen months more of life.
Final.—Gooding v. Wilkinson : The latter made good use of a
straight left, and knocked out his opponent in the first round.
Qne of the typists is outwardly an ageing spinster
with a gift of acidulated expression. Her private life,
Middleweights.
however, is one long, heroic fight against adverse cir
1st Series.—'Kersey beat Savage ; Hills, Pearce.
cumstances. Her fiance was killed during the war,
2nd Series.—Hills beat Kersey; Weeks, Marshall; Gudgeon,
Cummer; Watson, Good.
and now her whole life is devoted to keeping a roof over
Semifinals.—Gudgeon v. Watson : The former fought with spirit, 9 the heads of her mother and an invalid sister.
but was outclassed by Watson and knocked out in the second round.
There is another hero in the costing department.
Weeks v. Hills: The former secured a walkover, Hills being unfit.
Final.—Weeks v. Watson : The latter attacked with swinging lefts
Before the war he was a wealthy man, senior partner
and had matters mostly his own way. Weeks made little response and
in
a
thriving business. While he was in the Army his
Watspri won easily.
business went smash. He came out of the Army without
Light HeavyWeights.
an arm, and is now working for four pounds a week.
Final.—Wilcox v. Allen : Wilcox was counted out in the first round.
His health is poor, and he seems to have very little
Boy's Competition.
chance of ever regaining his former status, yet I have
Hudson v. Manning.—The old saying "Catch 'em young" was.
never seen him in a despondent mood. His optimism
amply borne out by this fight, the above pair showing much better form
is quenchless and his outlook on life invariably cheerful.
and science than many of the older men. Both used a good straight
left and there was little to choose between them. Hudson the winner.
The bludgeonings of chance have left his head unbowed.
Both were London boys, whose fathers had been in the regiment.
If we only knew, or took the trouble to find out,
Cummings v. Ashton.—A hardhitting fight, in which the honours
we might discover heroes and heroines for ten novels in
were fairly evenly divided. The decision went to Cummings.
Richards v. Bottle.—The latter fought with tremendous pluck,
the ordinary men and women we meet in the course of
but was up against a heavier opponent. He took his punishment
the day's work.
gamely until the fight was stopped. Richards did not escape.
The Daily Express.
Rawlings v. Watts.—Another David and Goliath encounter, in which

H

unlike the David of old, Watts, despite his pluck, stood little chance.

Exhibition Threeround Contest.

Sergt. Osborne v. Pte. Stone.—Both were very quick, showed to
advantage in infighting, and favoured the straight left. A bout which
should have taught the recruits one or two things worth knowing.

Company Result.

B Company secured 292 points to 269 of A Company.

Battling Beasley v. Walloping Woods.

One of the features of the entertainment on Thursday evening was
an epic encounter between the above short weights. Whilst Battling
Beasley was showing his seconds how he was going to " put it across "
his opponent, Walloping Woods arrived in a top hat and, with assistance,
divested himself of a top coat, sweater, jumper and corsets, to: reveal
himself in a garment we believe to be known among the gentler sex
as a " cami." In his eagerness to get at his opponent, Woods nearly
laid out' the ref. (Drummer Simpson), but once the fight had started,
got in a neat shot with his right (foot). During the.intervals, Woods
was fanned with a lady's "hankie" and treated with a powder puff.
In the second round Woods with a terrific swipe sent himself to the
boards, but later, having distracted Beasley's attention, sent him down,
at the same time getting home with his foot on a vulnerable spot. He
himself got one which sent him round like a teetotum. The third round
found both experts so groggy that half the time they were holding each
other up, or jazzing. Both went down alternately. Beasley contriving
to turn a somersault each time, and both frequently had fell designs on
the unfortunate referee. Finally Beasley was declared the winner
and received a handsome cup, which so enraged Woods that the l^st
that was seen of both was the latter in hot pursuit of the former. The
spectators were duly enthusiastic and the competitors no doubt picked
up many useful wrinkles in ringcraft.

Some Strike.
Here is an extract from the Battalion orders of the
5th King's African Rifles sent to us by Et. J. Chester:—
" No. 198 Pt. II. Decrease No. 2016 Pte. Burham
Harsama No. 16 Platoon having been killed by a
rhinoceros on 2nd J anuary, 1923—is. struck off the
strength from that date."

Miniature Rifle Shooting.
AN IMPERIAL TRUST.
HE Army Council have accepted, from an officer
formerly in the South African Defence Forces,
a generous offer of certain mining securities, yielding
an annual income of approximately £1,000, for the
encouragement of miniature rifle shooting among the
Youth of the Empire.
The fund will be vested in the United Services Trustee
on trust, and the income will be administered by .the
Army Council in furtherance of any scheme upon which
the Council may decide. Meanwhile it has been decided
provisionally in cooperation with the National Rifle
Association, to use the revenue to finance the Imperial
Challenge Shield. Competitions.
The Imperial Challenge Shield Competitions, Senior
and Junior, for boys over and under 15 years of age
respectively, were founded in 1910 by the present donor
and organised by the National Rifle Association as
a measure tending towards Imperial Defence. Boys
to the number of many thousands shoot annually on
their own ranges in all parts of the Empire in these
Competitions.
Special Challenge Trophies have been presented
during recent years by Their Excellencies the Viceroy
of India and the GovernorsGeneral of Canada, Australia,
New Zealand and South Africa, to the schools in India
and the respective Dominions showing the highest
allround musketry efficiency year by year in the Im
perial Challenge Shield Competitions. A similar trophy
for Great Britain has been presented by the Countess
Roberts.
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Wi l l i a m s .

Many years London Manager for F. W. FLIGHT.
g E l N G a practical Cutter myself I personally wait
on my clients, to whom I can guarantee
distinctive Uniforms or Mufti.
I specialize in Hunting and Evening Dress Clothes.

Hll /lIMniatures anO
CLIENTS

WAITED

Decorations /iDounteO to Customers' orOers.
ON

PERSONALLY.

INSPECTION

INVITED.

SWEATERS, SCARVES & TIES OF BUFFS COLOURS IN STOCK

17 HANOVER STREET, LONDON, W.l.

60*,

THE

SOLDIER'S
BEER.

Celebrated
" ARMY ALE."

The favourite beer throughout all parts of the Indian Empire.

QJ

guj
0)
r

Supplied to the 2nd Battalion THE BUFFS at ADEN by Pallonjee,
Dinshaw & Co., Camp and Steamer Point.
Supplied to the Sergeant's Mess, 1st Battalion THE BUFFS, at
CONSTANTINOPLE by the N. A. A.F.I.
::
::

Wm. McEwan & Co., Ltd., Brewers, Edinburgh.

HOLMES

"OZO" Stops

7 MERCERY LANE, CANTERBURY

Headache, Toothache, Neuralgia
and all other nerve pains

Charles E. Burgess, Proprietor

HIGHCLASS GROCERIES, PROVISIONS
FRENCH and

ITALIAN

GOODS

Collector and distributor of all the latest and newest
produce brought on to the European Markets at
LONDON STORK PRICKS

FAMILIES WAITED ON — MESS SUPPLIERS

6id. per box of 8 tasteless doses
Proprietors:

WALKER <§> HARRIS, LTD.
Three Boxes
Post Free.

Chemists,
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Military Tailors and Outfitters
Regimental Tailors by appointment to
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The

The Buffs
The Fast Yorkshire Regiment
The Royal Scots Fusiliers
The Royal Welch Fusiliers
The South Wales Borderers
The Scottish Rifles
The East Surrey Regiment
The Duke of Wellington's Regiment
The Border Regiment

Royal Sussex Regiment
Hampshire Regiment
Dorset Regiment
South Lancashire Regiment
Welch Regiment
Essex Regiment
Sherwood Foresters
Loyal Regiment (North
Lancashire)

The Northampton Regiment
The Royal Berkshire Regiment
The King's Own Yorks. Light Infantry
The Middlesex Regiment
The Manchester Regiment
York & Lancaster Regiment
The Durham Light Infantry
Royal Ulster Rifles
The London Rifle Brigade

LONDON: 4 NEW
WOOLWICH;

BUREINGTON STREET, REGENT
5 FRANCES STREET
ALDERSHOT
CAMBERLEY: 68 & 68A HIGH STREET

STREET, W. 1
29 HIGH STREET

Telephones: 2346 Regent, London; 300 Woolwich; 296 Aldershot; 359 Camberley
Telegrams: " Afflighty, London " ; " Flight, Aldershot"; "Flight, Camberley

"Quorn Toothpicks" Cigars
( Registered)

A mild cigar with character.

Length 6 ins

To be obtained only from

J . H . G. HAMILTON
Wine Merchant
CANTERBURY
TELEPHONE

148

CANTERBURY

CHARLES BARROWS
37 Northgate Street
C A N TER B U R Y
Grocery, Provisions, Hardware,
Brushes, etc.
Personal and prompt attention given to all orders.

A. GRAHAM SONS
WINE4SPIRI1 MERCHANTS
fllMneral Mater manufacturers
BREWERS AGENTS

MANOR HOUSE
PORTLAND
Telephone: No. 6.

NEW

STREET

WEYMOUTH

Telephone : No. 2.
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The Whippet.

Our Competitions.

THE WHIPPET AS A COMPANION.
Some concluding suggestions.
rpHK sharp sporting little fellow that the Whippet
1_
undoubtedly is makes him a fitting companion
for man. Being naturally keen on taking exercise, he
is an ideal partner for a country walk. Intelligent
and affectionate, he will soon learn to do the
usual parlour tricks which so delight the man and his
friends. Being by nature clean in his habits, he will
quickly grow accustomed to an indoor life, while his
size renders him a most suitable kind of dog for the
house.
That the Whippet is a quivering shivering creature
is quite a mistaken idea which some people seem to have
of this breed. Given plenty of exercise in the open
air, good food, and a kind master it will be difficult
to find a mere handsome, hardy, and lively little com
panion
Even though a man may not have the time nor the
opportunity to give his Whippet a thorough training
for racing, he will hardly be able to resist the desire to
try his pace against other dogs. One race will lead
to another until a time will come when it will be necess
ary to have rules and a system of handicapping.
The object of rules is to ensure that dogs run under
the same conditions and to provide, as far as possible,
regulations, to which all concerned are agreed, covering
any incidents that might arise during a race.
It is not my object here to quote actual rules as these
might he slightly different according to the meeting.
However, to assist a Battalion club in the framing of
rules, the following points are suggested for consideration.
In the first place some system of colours is necessary
to make it easier for the judge in deciding the winner.
The simplest form would probably he to have different
coloured collars. It must be remembered that it will
not be possible to call dogs hack after a false start,
and, therefore, a rule to govern the action of the " slipper"
will be necessary. There should be a condition to
protect dogs from being savaged or otherwise fouled
by their opponents, although dogs that snap or run
crooked are of little value for racing. " Runnersup "
should all be past the winning post before the start,
and the nature of the bait should be arranged for.
And, of course, as in all other games the decision of the
judges must be regarded as final.
The best dogs will naturally be decided by open
events, but a system of handicapping will be necessary
to provide additional sport. The position of the handi
capper is indeed a difficult one. A dog might not
be in good condition or might have failed in a previous
race through getting a bad start, and there are numerous
other such points which require consideration in arrang
ing handicaps. However, if the handicapper is well
acquainted with the dogs his difficulties will be greatly
reduced and close finishes should be the order of the day.
The conditions of the dogs being equal, the larger
and heavier animals may be expected to do the fastest
time though a bitch is usually faster than the dog of
the same weight. Arrangements should be made,
therefore, for careful weighing before all races, and
records of weights and times should prove both useful
and interesting.
If you can get a dog to cover his 200 yards in round
about 12 seconds, you will have an animal wTorth
watching. But don't forget to take the condition of
the track and wind into consideration when comparing
times and, finally, don't try to make a young dog do
too much before he has developed the strength and
stamina to stand it, or he may be ruined for ever.
Get a good dog, look after him well and he will pro
vide you with plenty of sport endless amusement,
and prove a faithful companion.

THE END.

A EREADY our competition feature, the revival of

JA
which was announced in our last issue, seems on
a fair way to being a failure, as, up to date, the only
entries received have been as follows :—
Essays on Dicipline
...
...
... Nil.
Photographic Competition
...
... One.
Drawing Competition
...
... Nil.
Short Article Competition ...
...
... Two.
However, the closing date for the receipt of entries
is not until June 20th, so we are hopeful that those of
our readers who have the gift of wielding pen or pencil,
or whose hobby is photography, are only pulling off
the day upon which they intend to send along their
best to us. When that day arrives, then will be the
time when an improvement will be seen in the contents
of The Dragon, and that is the aim we are constantly
striving for.
In any case here are the details of the competitions
still open, and the prize money of £5 is lying on our
table awaiting distribution.

ESSAY COMPETITION.

A prize of £1 will be given for the best essay on

Discipline.
Conditions.—MSS. must be written on one side

of the paper only and must not exceed 600 words.
Open to all ranks exclusive of officers.

PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION.

A prize of £1 will be given for the best and most
original snapshot submitted to The Dragon.
Conditions..—Open to all ranks. Any subject may
be chosen.

DRAWING COMPETITION.
The Dragon is badly in need of Black and White

work, and a prize of £1 will be given for the best and
most original drawing submitted.
Conditions.—Same as for photographic competition.

SHORT ARTICLE COMPETITION.

Also The Dragon is sorely in need of good short
articles, stories, and sketches not exceeding 800 words
in length, and a prize of £1 will be given for the best
submitted.
Conditions.—Open to all ranks. MSS. to be written
on one side of the paper only.

CONSOLATION PRIZES.

There will he a fiveshilling consolation prize awarded
to the sender of the next best in each of the abdVe.

CLOSING DATE.

be

The closing date for entries for each competition will

June 20th,

and the results will be published in the July Dragon.
There will be no entry fees and no coupons, every
thing being made as simple as possible.

YOUR SUMMER HOLIDAY.
Don't forget t o t a k e your
S u m m e r Holiday f r o m the

18th26th AUGUST.
By doing this you can be put up
a t t h e Depot, a n d enjoy all the fun of

THE DEPOT CRICKETWEEK.

THE
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In Darkest Africa.

DRAGON

'"THE incident that I am about to relate, happened
b
many years ago, so many years ago in fact, that
I may have got my facts a little mixed for which I would
ask the kind indulgence of my readers.
It was about the middle of the last century and I had
set out on an expedition into the then practically un
known tracts of Central Africa in search of the single
horned Winka, a few specimens of which were reputed
still to exist in that portion of the dark continent now
known as Uganda. I had twenty native bearers and
about a dozen donkeys in my train. The latter I had
selected since they were reputed to be immune from
the bite of a certain pestilent fly. This I discovered
later was a fallacy and the demise of two thirds of them
seriously threatened the success of my venture. How
ever, I succeeded in filling their places with natives
recruited, or rather conscripted from the district through
which we passed.
I will not weary my readers with a recital of the
troubles with which our party was inflicted during the
two months which were spent wandering through the
trackless forest in search of the elusive Winka, of which
animal we could discover no trace whatever. My
diary records that it was in the early hours of the morning
of June 16th, 1846, that I was awakened from troubled
slumber by fearful yells and screams. Naturally
supposing that our camp had been attacked by a large
herd of Winkas I seized my rifle, and lifting the flap
of the tent, fired one round rapid in the direction of
the noise.
The shrill bray of a donkey in pain told me that my
fast diminishing supply of pack animals had been further
reduced. The next moment the tent collapsed on
top of me and when I had with difficulty extricated
myself from its folds I found myself completely surroun
ded by some eight score of painted savages. My re
tainers had been massacred to a man and were even
then in the process of being cut up into handy joints.
Turning to the largest and ugliest of the savages I
requested an explanation of the outrage to receive the
comforting information that my life had only been
spared because the chief was desirous of testing for
himself the theory that white flesh possessed a more
delicate flavour than black.
Then followed two days of intense discomfort and
humiliation. My wrists were firmly
bound together
with a rough kind of rope made of fibre, the end of
which was then attached to the tail of an animal which
I instantly recognised as the one I had come so far to
seek, in short a Winka. I discovered later that this
animal is used by the natives of these parts in the same
way as we use the cow, the single horn being used as
a peg on which to hang a spare milk pail.
On arrival at the village which the chief infested with
his presence, I was interned in a mud hut where I re
mained for several days a prey to melancholy and
vermin.
It was on the fifth day of my confinement that,
standing at the door of my hut, I observed an elderly
native of repulsive aspect performing strange rites with
dried hones in the clearing which served as the main
street of the village.
On enquiring from my guards the meaning of the
performance I was informed that the elderly gentleman
was a local witch doctor of repute and that he was en
gaged in arranging for a spell of wet weather as there
had been a prolonged drought and the crops were
consequently unlikely to function without outside
assistance. It was then that I conceived the brilliant
idea that was destined, not only to save my life, but
also to elevate me to the proud position of a deity with
the benighted heathen of the district. Having asked
for and obtained an interview with the chief I addressed
him as follows

"O Chief, yonder witch doctor appears to be having
but scant success with his bones if I am anything of
a judge. Give me then such articles as I may require
and I will guarantee to bring rain within twentyfour
hours. Should I succeed grant me my life as a reward."
The chief's reply stipped of all trimmings amounted
to this
" Carry on !"
With the aid of a stick dipped in milk hot from the
Winka I thereupon proceeded to mark out on the
clearing the nearest approach to a tennis court that I
could manage with the materials at my disposal.
That night sleep would not come to me although
other things were more accommodating.
Would a simple ritual never known to fail in England
succeed in this far off jungle ? That was the question
which occupied my mind to the exclusion of sleep.
I was not kept long in suspense. About midnight
it began to blow a moderate gale and an hour later the
rain descended in torrents, almost washing away the
village and completely obliterating all trace of my
tennis court.
Two days later I set out for the coast. The entire
village turned out to see me off with the exception of
the witch doctor who was deputising for me in the
chief's cooking pot. The chief in a moment of en
thusiasm which I trust he has never regretted presented,
me with six brace of Winkas as a slight token of esteem.
These animals have long since been gathered to their
fathers, but their heads, now slightly moth eaten, may
still he seen in the Museum at Pohang, which institution
accepted them from me in part payment of a debt.
*
*
*
*

[The Editor accepts no responsibility for the accuracy of
the above Narrative].

The Latest.
Officers on Courts Martial.

An amendment to the King's Reg ilatlons provides that an officer
will be required on first joining to attend for instruction all such courts
martial as the Officer Commanding the station may direct for at least
two years from the date of his joining and for such further period as his
commanding officer may consider necessary to fit him to act as a member
of a court; and he is not to be nominated as a member of a court
martial, even if otherwise qualified, until his commanding officer deems
him competent to perform so important a duty.

Army Certificates of Education.

By an instruction of the Army Council the Second Class Certificate
of Education will be granted in future with effect from the concluding
day on which the examination is held. A soldier fully qualified for pro
ficiency pay will be able, under this instruction, to draw the emolument
from the date on which the educational examination ends.

Boy Bandsmen.

In future boys are not to be appointed paid acting bandsmen, trum
peters, drummers, buglers, or pipers in the Army unless they have
obtained the 2nd Class Certificate of Education.

Promotion from the Ranks.

A special course of training for candidates for promotion from the
ranks to combatant commissions as second lieutenants will commence
at the Royal Military College, Sandhurst, in January, 1924. Places will
be available for 35 candidates ; but commissions will be granted only
in the Cavalry, Infantry, Royal Army Service Corps of the British
Service and in the Indian Army. Candidates recommended for the
course must have been employed in a capacity where they have shown
power of leadership.

Adjutants of Infantry Militia Depots.

Officers now holding adjutancies of infantry Militia depots will
now cease to be seconded and be absorbed into their regimental es
tablishments when opportunity occurs. They may, however, continue
to perform the duties of acting adjutant at their respective depots.
In future, only lieutenants will be appointed acting adjutants at depots.
The appointment of assistant adjutant in battalions is abolished.

How to get " The

Dragon."

POR those wishing to receive the paper direct through
the post each month, the rates of subscription are :—
1 year 8/, 6 months 4/, 3 months 2/.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs,
Canterbury.
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The 4th Battalion.

I

EDITOR'S NOTE.

T is a very real disappoint
ment to us to have again
to go to press with so little
news of the 4th Battalion, and
we take the opportunity of
making another very earnest
appeal to all ranks of the Buff
Territorial Battalion to make
their news each month every
bit as interesting and compre
hensive as that of the Regular
Battalions and the Depot.
In making this appeal we
quite realize that life in the
Territorial Battalion differs very
materially with that in the
Regulars, but that is not to
say that there is nothing going
on. We should welcome for
instance, full particulars of the coming competition for
the Harris Shield recently presented to the Battalion ;
personalia notes relating to past and present members
of all ranks; accounts of spoon shoots, regimental
rides, and social events, etc. ; results of all sporting and
musketry events ; and full information relating to the
coming camp ; and so on ad infinitum.
Then again, in the Territorial ranks there are no doubt
those who are facile with the pen and pencil, and who
could let us have brief articles of general interest to
our readers, or black and white sketches, and equally
no doubt there are those whose hobby it is to use a
camera. In any case we appeal very strongly to
company commanders and the Headquarter Staff at
Canterbury to come to our assistance as, until we do
f get it, The Dragon can never hope to attain the goal
of excellence it is incessantly aiming for.

THE WEALD COMPANY.

We have unfortunately lost some valuable time in commencing the
Annual Musketry Course. This is due to certain necessary alterations
to Brewers Wood Range before firing could take place. Subsequently
the weather has been so unutterably vile and a start has been again
postponed. These notes have to go to press early due to Whitsun,
and, in consequence, an account of the Musketry Camp to be held at that
time must be held over until next month. A large number of men have
promised to attend and so it should be a success, and enjoyable if only
the weather is warmer.

THE SITTINGBOURNE DETACHMENT.
Royal Wedding Celebrations.
The marriage of H.R.H. the Duke of York to Lady Elizabeth Bowes
Lyon was celebrated in a spirited fashion by this Detachment at the Drill
Hall on Thursday, April 26th, with a whist drive and dance. On this
occasion this turned out to be a record one of the season, for there were
no fewer than 200 dancers, whilst the stage was occupied by 120 whist
players.
The hall had been very prettily decorated with balloons, lanterns,
etc., and on one wall hung a photograph of the Duke and his bride,
framed with fairy lights. The general master of ceremonies was our
C.O. Capt. D. J. Dean, V.C., assisted by the Rev. McNeile and the
committee, and great credit is due to one and all in working so hard
to make it what it was a real success. M.C. for dancing was carried
out in the usual way by our Instructor Sgt. Major Taylor, and Sergts.
Shepherd and Lee. Cpl. Watson acted as M.C. for whist with very great
credit due to them. Mr. W. D. Brewer's jazz orchestra again rendered
nothing but a very delightful evening's programme of dance music which
was again and again appreciated by all the dancers.
One of the novelties of the decorations was three large balloons
suspended from the centre of the dance floor with a very small electric
light globe in each of them, this was the work of art of Pte. Newby our
Electrician. Several "spot " dances took place during the evening,
and various novelties were distributed among the dancers and whist
players which all help to make it a merry evening.
At the conclusion of whist playing, prizes were then presented by the
Rev. A. P. McNeile and Capt. D. J. Dean, V.C., 10 prizes for whist
including two Booby's, and four prizes for Spot Dancing. The detach
ment were very pleased to welcome the R.S.M. and his wife and friend
who had journeyed up from Canterbury, also several other of our friends
who had journeyed in from Maidstone, Sheerness and other outstations.
The detachment who have been busy on preliminary musketry
commenced their Annual Firing on Sunday, May 6th, during the day we
were visited by the Adjutant, and the N.C.O.'s and Men were no doubt
in top form with their shooting, scores we hope to publish later, but
Cpl. Clancy was top scorer of the 1st Party with 101.

D COMPANY.
" D " Company 4th Buffs would like unanimously
to congratulate C.S.M. Barron on his reengaging this
month to complete his 30th year in the 4th Battalion
the Buffs. Barron joined the Dover Company of the
1st Volunteer Battalion The Buffs (predecessors of the
present Battalion) in 1893, when he was employed as
a Telegraphist at the General Post Office, Dover in whose
service he has remained ever since.
We are perfectly safe in stating that there has never
been a more enthusiastic and hardworking Volunteer
in the annals of both Volunteer or Territorial History.
Barron's first consideration has always been for the wel
fare of the Dover Company ; his keenness is a great
example for the younger generation of " Terriers,"
and the excellent way he has " fathered " his Non
commissioned Officers is also a fine example to his suc
cessors in time to come.
We feel pretty confident in stating that we believe
our C.S.M.'s length of service in one Battalion is a record
for either a Volunteer or Territorial; if anybody can
beat it we should like to know, so that we may offer him
our congratulations as well. When the time does
come for him to " Cease fire," we know that he will
leave us confident of the fact that he has done his bit
for his King and Country.

6281100 Pte. P. Hooker, 6280439 C.S.M. S. B. Barron for a further
period of one year.

The Spoon Shoots continue to be very popular and some wonderful
shooting is taking place. In the shoot held on 24/4/23, two competitors
had scores which, after they had been examined by a neutral judge,
were found to be identical and another shoot was held to decide which
was the winner. The two competitors were Drm. Sheaff who eventually
won at the second meeting and Sgt. Mead (The Count).
The Company is sending a team to Hythe shortly to compete in The
Army Rifle Association shoot. This team will represent the Battalion
and may the best of luck attend their efforts.
Everyone is looking forward to camp and the arrival of two field
cookers is noted with pleasure by the hungry members of the Company.

The Armv Council has decided that War Department land may be
used by Territorial units for the purposes of recreation, provided that
the land is not required for other military or naval purposes or for
sale. If possession is given for any term exceeding 12 months, a fair
rent will be charged ; otherwise no rent will be payable.
Should the War Department find it necessary to resume possession,
no payment of compensation will be made in respect of pavilions, etc.
or of improvements effected at the cost of recreational funds.

GAZETTE.
ENLISTMENTS.

Ptes. E. Davey, H. E. Twyman, H. G. Fagg, F. Bryant, A. H. Clark'
J. Ashdown, H. Gray, F. W. Keeler.

DISCHARGES.

6281088 Pte. C.H. Page, Pte. J. T. Maple, 6281360 Pte. C. F. Kim
ber, 6281549 Dmr. W. Hubbard, 6281061 Pte. R. Weatherhead, 6281567
Pte. E. Milton, 6281269 Pte. J. McQuado.

TRANSFERS.

730600 Pte. M. Carter from 385th Battery R.F.A.

PROMOTION.

Promoted Sergeant6282102 Pte. H. E Twyman.

COURSE OF INSTRUCTION.

Passed Course of Instruction at the Depot :—21854 L/Cpl. H. T.
Setterfield, 5244206 L/Cpl. R. J. Comber.

REVISIONS.

Revert to private at their own request:—6281342 Dmr. L. Amos,
6281160 Dmr. J. Iverson, 6280881 Dmr. E Pettit, 6281100 Sgt. P.
Hooker.

APPOINTMENTS.

Appointed Drummers:—6281498 Pte. F. Pascall, 6280604 Pte. C.
Coleman, 6281616 Pte. G. W. Clark, 6281348 Pte. H. J. Tripp, 6280703
Pte. J. Thompson, 6280879 Boy C. Cox, 6281549 Pte. W. Hubbard,
6280495 Pte. R. Durman.
Appointed Unpaid L(Cpl.:—6281342 Pte. L T. Amos.

REENLISTMENTS.

War Department Land and Recreation.
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The Sportsman.
(Being a continuation of last month's article on HURDLING).
taken and the start made with the opposite foot in the
HP HE following Muscle exercises have been evolved for
rear hole, i.e., with 8 strides the leading foot over the
^ aspirants to Hurdling and time should be* taken on
hurdle should be behind at the start, with 9 paces, the
them before actual field training begins:—
the rear foot over the hurdle should be behind at the start.
(i) High kicking.—With both feet, to stretch the
The full 120 yards over 10 hurdles should be run
thighs followed by splits.
against a watch at least once a week during the last
(ii) Hand kicking.—R. hand—r. foot, 1. hand—
month of training. Another method of gaining speed
1. foot, and vice versa. Practices bringing up front
is to run over the hurdles with a moderately slow
leg straight, and bending body down strengthens
sprinter running on the flat alongside the hurdles, but
abdominal muscles. If toe raising is done at same time,
care must be taken during the training period that
gives ankle joints and calf muscles training. Right
attempts to force speed do not interfere too much with
hand and left foot kicking practices the keeping of
style, or the training will defeat its own object.
body straight forward when raising leg.
The hurdles must be cleared in each case. Any
(iii) Downward kicking.—Place front toe on table
hitting of the hurdle is bound to affect speed. Yet the
and force to ground. Practices those muscles which
closer
the hurdle can be covered the faster the speed,
make the front leg after crossing hurdle come to ground
and hitting the hurdle with either rear knee or ankle
quickly.
#
is bound to be a common occurrence to a good hurdler,
(iv) Sitting exercise.—Sit on floor, both legs m
for which reason it is advisable to wear ankle and knee
front, toes pointed. Touch toes. Second stage position :
pads on the rear leg foot.
Keep front foot pointed in front and bend rear knee.
(Next month " Long Jump ").
Then carry rear foot as far back as possible allowing
inside of knee to touch the ground until at right angles
to front leg.'
Reach hands as far forward as possible bending
body down, keeping body upright and shoulders straight
to the front. Bend forward and backwards. This
exercise gives you almost the exact position you should
T^HE history or reputation of a Regiment is what
be in above a hurdle and is most important and should
* a recruit inherits. As soon as he selects his
be done several times a day. After some time it will
unit from the list which the Recruiting Sergeant
be found possible by pressing on both heels to raise
holds, he must, if he means to be a soldier, choose the
the whole body from the ground.
unit he has most love for. This being done, he must then
(v) fudging distance.—Two ordinary fbenches
lose no time in ascertaining the splendid achievements
placed one above the other. Stand a pace or two away
of that unit in the past and he must mark down the
and reach top of bench with toe of front foot. If toe
different changes at different periods. Having found
touches bench, step back gradually testing till the toe
out all this, he is not lost for conversation when in
just misses bench after a good reach out. Good practice
company. It is a galling experience to be in uniform,
for front leg action.
and to be listening to someone talking about one's
(vi) Landing and rear leg practice.—Stand at side
unit and not to be able to say, " Yes " or " No " or
of benches nearest to rear leg. Raise front leg first
even to correct or carry on the conversation.
clear of side of benches and reach forward a pace. Rift
Some people even learn the history of other units
r
rear leg over bench with same action as running over
and sometimes it is adverse; then, when an argument
hurdle. This can be done either slow or fast, and is
crops up, say, between men of different units, this
good practice for thigh and buttock muscles.
adverse history is repeated and they even come to
HURDLE PRACTICE.
blows. What is it that makes them come to blows ?
Now hurdle practice can be begun. First of all
It is that love of unit which has been inherited, and
over a single bench or 2 feet hurdle, taking care that
this love or pride is called Espritdecorps.
the correct style is carried out right from the start.
Espritdecorps though, does not provide for squab
After this raise the obstacle to 2 feet 6 inches and then
bles like the above. If every man refrains from violating
to 3 feet, and when this can be successfully hurdled
his unit's code of honour, then there would be no adverse
with the correct style the final stage begins.
history to cause jealousy between units.
Some units have special days to commemmorate.
FINAL STAGE.
The Buffs keep fresh the memory of Albuhera by having
From now on the hurdler must begin to combine
a Regimental Holiday with sports, etc. The ^oung
hurdling with running. Place two hurdles, 3 feet high,
soldier should not think of sports only on those days.
about eight yards apart. The practice must now be
He should think of his predecessors who obtained that
to reach the second hurdle at correct takeoff distance
holiday for him. What did they do ? He should
in three strides, i.e., with right foot leading over hurdle—
immediately
search his brain for the answer and imagine
jump.
over __ land — right — left — right — left for
he
can see the battle being fought over again. His
Yftien this has become perfect shift hurdles 9 paces
blood should rush quicker, and his thoughts should
apart, and after this the full 10 paces. Follow by three
be, " Thank God I'm in such a unit."
and four 3 feet hurdles at 10 paces. By this time,
This knowledge then teaches him to take an in
the hurdler will have begun to feel his stride, his reach,
terest in the traditions of his regiment,and consequently
his heave over and his correct movements for position.
to take pride in helping to keep up its good name. It
Meanwhile occasional practice over a single 3 feet 6
is important, then, that a soldier should know the
inches hurdle should be carried out to gain confidence.
history of his regiment, to incite him to continual effort
STARTS AND FINISHES.
and to be ready when the time comes to follow worthily
The usual sprinting practice should also meanwhile
in the steps of his predecessors. It is the memory of
be carried out during the hurdle training, i.e., getting
sacrifices in the past that makes more such deeds possible
out of starting holes, body position, etc. Then the
in the future, and so long as he reads and learns the
start to the first hurdle should be practised. The
lessons of history correctly, it is certain he will maintain
correct number of paces to be taken between start
the high reputation won by his unit in former days.
and first hurdle is 8. If the distance is too long for the
A. T. REDSHAW.
hurdler to take only 8 paces, an extra pace must be

The Soldier and his Regimental
History.

THE
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A day's Shooting in Ceylon.
(by G. L. Lushington).

ALTHOUGH

judging by the
experiences of the ' old
hands " out here, shooting in
Ceylon is not what it was some
years ago, there are still fair
numbers of teal on the old tanks,
which are plentiful in certain
districts of the Island. The
sport however cannot be com
pared with that obtainable in
India.
D and I therefore decided to
try our luck, and shortly after
dawn he picked me up in his car
in my nearest village, en route
for a big tank about 20 miles
from the estate.
The main road was dread
fully rough, but we found the side road leading to the
tank absolutely abominable, and for some considerable
way the car had to be pushed by coolies through mud
axledeep.
On arrival at the tank we found the punt, which
had been sent off by bullock cart the previous day,
had arrived safely. We therefore launched it at once,
and to our relief found it hardly leaked at all. So
we embarked, taking two Sinhalese villagers to paddle
the punt.
We found however that, though there were plenty
of cotton teal, and several whistling teal about, they
had evidently seen a punt before; and in spite of
elaborate camouflage with branches, we could not get
near them. At tiffintime we had only got one blue
coot, (which is fair eating) to show for our efforts.
D. had dropped a teal, but a crocodile got it before we
could retrieve it
We therefore decided to try without the punt at
a smaller tank a mile away—especially as the villagers
assured us that there were plenty of snipe in the paddy
fields on the way there. We found however that as
usual the villagers were lying, and that for the most part
there was far too much water in the paddy for snipe.
After about a quarter of a mile two snipe got up, which
I missed. Immediately to D's. surprise a large wild
pig jumped out of a pool in the paddy, six yards away
from him, and charged straight at him. He only had
No. 8 shot in his gun, but luckily turned it off with his
first barrel at three yards range, and stopped it with his
second shot. The poor beast had a dreadful wound in
its back, some weeks old. It must have undoubtedly
been rabid. Two villagers appeared at once, and
proceeded to drag it away for their curry ! By the time
we got to the tank, four snipe and two battagoya, or
green pigeons had been added to the bag.
At the tank we found five whistling teal waiting for
us, but only one came within range, and I dropped him
into the water. The next difficulty was to get him out.
A crowd of villagers had assembled at once, but no one
would swim out for fear of crocodiles. At length how
ever a fellow arrived, who assured us that he was a man
that crocodiles did not bite. He then produced an
empty earthenware " chatty " or waterpot. Holding
this tight against his stomach as a sort of float, he swam
out using his one free hand. On reaching the teal,
he grabbed it in his teeth like a retriever dog, and swam
back—much to the admiration of his pals on the bank.
Needless to say he assured everyone that it had been
a very brave feat. We then returned to the car, getting
five more snipe, and a couple more pigeons on the way.
D. got another fright, as a cabragoya,—a sort of harm
less land crocodile,—suddenly jumped up in the paddy
beside him. He thought it was another pig !
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We left in the car again at 4 p.m., surrounded by
the usual crowd of villagers, each one pointing out how
much he'd done to help in finding or carrying snipe,
and hoping for fifty cents or even a cartridge case.
One local sportsman appeared with a fearsomelooking
single barrel gun, and asked for a cartridge " of the .sort
that the ' Mahatmeya ' had used to kill the pig." He
was rather surprised to be given one containing No. 8
shot! I wonder if he had a license for that gun !
On arrival at my village, D. and I parted company,
and the record crowd of the day assembled to watch
us divide the spoil between us.
So ended quite an interesting, though not very
fruitful day, and I returned to my bungalow, and a
" long chair " to think over it all,—which is really almost
the best part of shooting.

The Past and Present Association.

D

INCREASE IN MEMBERSHIP.

URING the past month things have gone well with
the Association, " B
Company of the Depot
having added 110 fresh names to the roll. Our member
ship now is very strong, and consists of no less than
567 Rife Members and 477 Annual subscribing members,
who have paid 1923 Subscriptions to date.
It may be interesting to note that prior to 1919,
or the termination of The Great War, the Rife Members
numbered 118. In 1920 another 42 joined the brigade
that are members " until death." In 1921 no less than
320 names were added, most of these coming from the
1st and 2nd Battalions. The latter supplying the
majority by far. A further 86 Rife Members joined in
1922 and this year we have added one lonely soldier to
the list.
It is good to remember that the Battalions hold the
record in life members, This accounts in a great measure
for the fact that there are less calls for Annual Badges
than that at the Depot.
Reviewing the register, it is noticed that the Depot
enrolls some hundreds of recruits as annual members,
but quite 90% of these fall out after the first joining fee
of half a crown has been paid. It is not the Jack of
interest that causes this I am sure, but the exigencies
of the service. Both Battalions have had their share
of moves, and, after all, the Past and Present Association
is but a side show where the public service is concerned.

AND A SUGGESTION.

If on Albuhera Day, the 16th of May, all members
were asked to renew their subscriptions; perhaps there
would be no dropping out. There is nothing like a
" regular day " to pay out to societies and such like.
What think the 1st and 2nd about it ? New blood
could also come forward on that great day in the Regi
ment.
There are still some 1923 badges to be had on appli
cation, and we should be glad to forward, post free,
to either Battalion any number asked for by them.
This will be the last of the notes that I shall have the
pleasure in sending as R.Q.M.S. Ings will shortly be
taking the reins from me. I am sure as Hon. Sec. of the
Association he will be as ready and willing as past
Secretaries to give any information, settle any doubts
and to further the cause of the Past and Present
Association.
Don't be afraid to write him.
F. W. POTTER,

Hon. Sec.

Army Officers at Universities.

It is stated in an Army Order issued yesterday that applications
from officers desirous of being seconded in order to commence a Univer
sity course during the academic year beginning October, 1923, must
reach the Secretary, War Office, supported by the necessary documents,
not later than 30th June. Officers seconded must be prepared to give
a guarantee that they will continue to serve for at least three years
after the completion of the course.
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Omdurman.

Your Shopping Guide.

N this mud City, the hub of the Sudan, trade is
where thousands of halfsavage natives live crow
ded together in a vast warren of mud houses. The
narrow streets are thronged with dusky men, women
and children whose complexions vary according to the
tribe they originated from, and some show a touch of
that intermarriage between Native and Egyptian.
Chocolate to coal black, yellow and brown, all dressed
in gaudy robes, with barbaric ornaments of glass, brass,
gold, silver, Ivory or bone, according to the wealth
of the wearer.
The women none of them showing any signs of
beauty, wear loose robes of cotton or silk, their shiny
hair is dressed in corkscrew curls and plaits, and they
wear beads of polished gum and glass round their necks.
Round their ankles can be seen the slave anklet of
solid silver or ivory and on their arms are bangles of
the same material, and as they move these bangles give
off a sound of tinkling bells.
The men wear the usual dress of the Sudan, the
long loose robe scarlet and pointed leather shoes, and
tightly folded Turbans or white skull caps on their
heads. Very often you will see passing down the street
a party of natives coming in from the wilds all armed to
the teeth, wearing nothing but a loin cloth, coming
in to dispose of ivory, etc., in the Market, some of them
have travelled hundreds of miles on Camel and Donkey.
All roads lead to this city of mud.
The native shops are mud Huts and it is amusing
to see them solemnly, at the close of the day, lock the
door of the shop, test it, and walk away satisfied. The
crumbling wall at the back gives him no qualms, although
a heavy enough push would start part of it falling,
where anyone could have easy access to the shop.
Such is the philosophy of the Faithful.
In these huts one can buy all sorts and conditions
of curios, necklaces, silver work and one can also see
the native artisan at his work. This work is done in
Gold, silver, brass and ivory being wonderfully clever,
the silver filigree work being exceptionally so, work on
which the artisan spends his patience and skill for
many an hour often many days. I have seen one of
them, sit for days, beating out by hand, a square block
of silver into fine silver wire for this work.
At the other end of the market one sees the native
women in various stages of undress selling their wares
mostly embroidery, very fine work, but not washable,
the dyes they use if washed tend to make jazz effect
by blending together. Rugs, and carpets from all
parts of the world, skins, tusks, feathers and a hundred
other things can be purchased at a low figure in this
wonderful market.
Besides the Sudanese one meets the fat Greek and
Eguptian traders on their donkeys* over from Khartoum.
Now and again one catches a sight of some Egyptian
woman, small, graceful figures, draped in black, showing
the outline of a perfect figure rigorously veiled too,
with the white silk Yashmak, but not thick enough
to hide from view, the creamyyellow complexion of
a piquant face, the long almond eyes, which look at
you and gleam alluring above the Yashmak. These
are attended by numerous servants to save them an
noyance and clear a passage for their dainty feet through
the crowded street.
The Mahdi's Tomb can be seen as one travels to the
river by Tram to board the river boat that takes you to
Khartoum. The whole place with its mud huts, flies
and pestilence, seems to be perpetually in a state of
crumbling decay.
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"The Dragon" Small Ads.

The Depot.
RECRUITS.

(For Rates apply to the Editor).

Pte. E .W. Miles, Pte. F. W. Etheridge, Pte. E. R. J. Butler, Pte. J.
Crowley, Pte. E Richards (late 5820383 Suffolk Rgt.), Pte. W. S.
Adams, Pte. A. C. Halton (late 6447404 Royal Fus.), Pte. W. J. Dol
bear (late 3 Bty. Kent R.G.A. T.), Pte. H. Bailey, Pte. C. F. Kimber,
(late 6281360 The Buffs. T.), Pte. W. E. Payne (late 1664671 Kent
R.G.A. T.), Pte. W. E. Moss, Pte. J. Batstone (late 1664455 Kent R.G.A.
T.), Pte. H. G. O'Conor, Pte. P. O. Vanns, Pte. H. E. G. Bridger, Pte.
T. S. Matthews, Pte. A. J. Miles, Pte. E N. Wenham, Pte. P. O. Burr
(late 7339533, R.A.M.C. T.), Pte. B. J. Fox, Pte. W. Brookes.

DISCHARGES.
6281933 Pte. W. J. G. Cox, 6281571 Pte. J. A. Douglas, 6278006
Pte. G. Pottle, 7807198 C.S.M. O. Mason, 6280174 Pte. G. Chantler,
6281966 Pte. W. Morewood, 6279694 Pte. A. Munn, 6281776 Pte. W. G.
Swain, 6282066 Pte. W. Adcock, 6281781 Pte. J. Thornton, 6281779 Pte.
W. E. Ralph.

TRANSFERS.

No. 7144512 Pte. Sedgwick, to the Royal Irish Fusiliers.

TRADE TEST.

6280409 Sergt. (O.R.C.) W. Collier " B." Passed a Trade Test at
Canterbury.

REVISION.

Reverts to permanent rank of Sergt.:—6278291 Acting C.S.M.
I. M. J. MacWalter, D.C.M., M.M.

INCREASE.

Posted to Depot from 2nd Battalion:—6278173 Sgt. G. Coaster,
6278331 Sgt. A. Ongley, D.C.M., 6278391 Sgt. G. S. Fawcett.

APPOINTMENTS.

Appointed unpaid EanceCorporals:—6281945 Pte. A. Millar,
6281951 Pte. R. Thomas.

EDUCATIONAL AWARDS.

The undernamed were awarded Third Class Certificates at an
examination held at Canterbury on 17423 :—
6282043 Pte. K. Savage, 6282012 Pte. J. Mellish, 6282014 Pte. A.
Austen, 6281823 Pte. W. Gudgion, 6281943 Pte. H. Spokes, 735674 Pte.
W. Chapman, 6281999 Pte. A. Wilson, 6281896 Pte. W. Balaam,
6281981 Pte. W. Pearman, 5822021 Pte. P. McGrath, 6281921 Pte. V.
Divers, 6282056 Pte. A. Havles, 6282035 Pte. W. Kavanagh, 6282013
Pte. A. Vine, 6281953 Pte. H. Hills, 6281923 Pte. G. Stokes, 6281908
Pte. R. Aylott, 6282002 Pte. J. Harris, 6282003 Pte. P. Gooding, 6282004
Pte. A. Adams, 6281679 Pte. R. Taylor, 62802005 Pte. W. Sparks,
*6282021 Pte. A. Phillips, 6281946 Pte. G. Bush, 6282011 Pte. F. Raddon.

The 1st Battalion.
DECREASE.

6280197 Pte. A. Eailey, "C" Coy., transferred to Malta, 9423.

INCREASE.

6279274 Pte. S. Thompson, 6279183 A/Cpl. S. Thomas, 6279717
Pte. G. Crow, 6280304 Pte. W. Stone, 6278184 Cpl. H. McEean, rejoined
Battalion from Malta.

MARRIED ROEE.

6280363 Pte. G. Wellard, 6278408 Cpl. F. Baker, wives brought on
Married Quarters Roll, 12423.

Q I D N E Y T E R R Y , Electrical and Mechanical
Engineer, 88 St. Dunstan's Street, Canterbury.
Electrical Installations, Bells, Telephones, Country
House Electric Righting Plants, and complete Wireless
sets supplied. Telephone No. 19 Canterbury. Tele
grams, " Terry, Canterbury."

R

W. DOWRING, 110 Northgate Street, Canterbury
for Antiques, Books, Pictures, Bricabrac, etc.,
good and exception ally cheap. All goods marked in
plain figures.
Give us a call.

F

O R DRUGS and MEDICINES of the highest
quality, at low prices, go to A. V. TESTER,
CHEMIST, 3 The Borough and 5 Station Road West,
Canterbury. Full range of toilet goods.
P A R T N E R , Borough Meat Store, Canterbury.
„ Telephone 309. Deal from an exService man,
who caters for the Officers' Mess, Depot. One quality
only, the best.

D

G A R E Y , Confectioner and Pastrycook. Dances
i and Socials catered for. The Dov#Bakery, 115
Northgate Street, Canterbury.

C

URE THAT CORN, by using the new remedy,
" DIAMOND " CORN CURE. Painless, safe,
and sure ! Price 1/ from A. V. TESTER, CHEMIST,
3 The Borough, and 5 Station Road West, CANTER
BURY.

HORTON Bros., The Borough,
CANTERBURY.
Glass, Cutlery and
Kitchen Utensils
at

Messes

lowest

specially

Prices.

catered

PROFICIENCY PAY.

for.

6280189 E/C. H. West, granted Proficiency Pay for period 12423
to 30623. 1st Grant.

SERVICE.

6279370 Pte. B. Coleby, 6280740 Pte. F. Eawrence, 6281097 Pte. E
Flisher, 6281095 Pte. W. Bates, 6281092 Pte. E O'Hagen, 6281168 Pte.
J. Gardner, 6281094 Pte. H. Fry, 6281111 Pte. A. Burclen, 6281109
Pte. C. Sothon, 6281114 E/C. A. Kerry, 6281120 Pte. G. Rogers, 6281122
Pte. E. Hull, 6281123 Pte. E. Mummery, 6281116 Pte. G. Robbins,
6281118 E/C. A. Wickham, completed 2 years' service and granted extra
9d. per diem.

APPOINTMENTS.

6188832 A/C.S.M. A. Farrow, appointed Paid A/C.S.M. vice Bones
to U.K. 16323.
6278300 Cpl. A. Earkin, appointed paid acting E/Sgt. vice Chandler
to U.K. 16323. 6279284 E/Cpl. Brockwell, 6279259 E/Cpl. E. Pap
worth, 6279306 E/C. A. Smith, appointed paid Acting Corporals.
6279699 E/C. S. Wyles, 6279276 E/Cpl. W. Madle, 6281118 E/C. A.
Richardson, 6280076 E/Cpl. J. Redman, 6279890 E/Cpl. J. Hird, 6280055
E/Cpl. W. Packman, 6278681 E/Cpl. S. Beale, 6280074 E/Cpl. H. Chand
ler, appointed Paid Eance Corporals.
6279806 Pte. C. Parry, 6279937 Pte. H. Gore, 6279673 Pte. G.
Marshall, 6280247 Pte. G. Marshall, 6278675 Pte. G. Patterson, 6280255
Pte. A. Hadlow, 6280078 Pte. B. Brooks, 6279258 Pte. A. Goldup,
appointed Unpaid Eance Corporals.
6188524 A/C.Q.M.S. T. Pratt, granted Pay of Appointment 16323.
6280041 Pte. H. Chambers, appointed Unpaid Eance Corporal 30423.

TRADE TEST.

6278863 Cpl, W. Green, passed Trade Test as Clerk, Class Ilia.
9423.

Telephone

No. 9.

F. HATTON & SON
English anb
= Colonial
- B U T C H E R S SHIPPING SUPPLIED

The Oldest Established Buteher in Portland

44 FORTUNES WELL, PORTLAND

*
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Charles PHILLIPS & SON
BAKERS and
  PASTRYCOOKS

JOHN

JONES & Co.

6 REGENT STREET, LONDON, S.W.I
EquipSTondon.

G e ^ V t 20.

ELECTRIC MACHINE BAKERY T A I L O R S T O T H E B U F F S
CANTERBURY

MERCERY LANE. — ST. DUNSTAN'S. — NORTHGATE.
8c

High Class Bread
Cakes as supplied to the
Cavalry Depot Officers and to many Married
Families of The Buffs.

Officers' measures registered and any
Kit forwarded home and abroad.
Representatives visit all home stations.
ESTIMATES

FREE

UPON

APPLICATION

FOSTER & Co.
Northgate Post Office, CANTERBURY 6 REGENT STREET, LONDON, S.W.I
STATIONER and TOBACCONIST
o
0\

EDWARDS

Good#Assortment of Post Cards, Views, etc.

T A Y L O R
BAKER and CONFECTIONER
20 Palace Street & 22 High Street
CANTERBURY
IBI. IB.

Cakes of every description always in stock.

RALLY TO

AN

OLD BUFF!

ARTHUR WELLS
53 St. Peter's Street
CANTERBURY

By appointment "THE

Regimental Colours  
  Blazers  Sweaters
ALL PUBLIC SCHOOL COLOURS
TELEPHONE 14.

John Groves & Sons,

 TAILORING



Men leaving the Regiment are well on
towards employment if they are smartly
dressed. — — — Terms : Cash.

W. & R. FLETCHER, Ltd.

Brewers,
Wine and Spirit Merchants
63 St. Thomas Street (ceneYp^ office ).
Hope Brewery, WEYMOUTH
Daily Deliveries to Portland.

<$>

jfamtlre ffiutcbeis

<§>
BROADCASTING

Northgate Street
CANTERBURY

A '

Ltd.

Order Offices, and Retail Wine and Spirit Stores,

For Smart uptodate
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BUFFS"



Special terms to Messes
—
—
—
—
Families waited

upon daily

M ANAGER: — F . R . S A N G E R S ( L a t e T h e B u f f s ) .

We are manufacturing Broadcast Receiving
Sets (B.B.C.) under Marconi Licence which for
efficiency and price compare very favourably with
anything else on the market.
Wireless Expert, Mr. LESLIE GOULDEN,

39

8c

40 High Street, CANTERBURY
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Personalia.

HE) suggestion that a golf match between Past and
Present officers should become an annual affair
has caught on, and the proposal now is that the first
game of the series should take place on the Tuesday of
the coming Canterbury Week, and should consist of
singles in the morning, lunch, and foursomes in the
afternoon, and that Ickham Court Golf Club should
be the theatre of war. It is much to be hoped, therefore,
that all Buffs attending the Canterbury Week this
year, when it is hoped to break the record attendance
of 1921, will bring with them both their clubs and
handicaps. So far so good, but what about a tennis
match also ?
A correspondent asks whether we can add any
names to the following Old Carthusians who are or were
in the Buffs :—Eieut.Colonels G. B. de M. Mairis, D.S.O.
and H. W. Green, D.S.O. ; Major P. W. Tomlinson;
Captain C. E). G. Davidson ; lieutenants N. V. Earle,
P. R. H. Pox, M.C., H. Iy. Milles, M.C., T. N. Penlington,
J. M. Pritchard O.B.E., R. J. Thorne Thorne and N. G.
Wale.
We should be very glad if any of our readers can
help in this respect; and it would be interesting to know
the names of officers who have joined the regiment
from other schools also. At one time the Buffs was
very popular with Harrovians—we know for instance,
of the following :—Colonel Dauglish, Majors Greenway,
Marriot and Norman; Phillip Flower, and Captain
Morgan.
His old friends of the 1st Battalion will be interested
to hear that Mr. C. R. Bean (late no. 6287) is living at
Ontario, Canada. Mr. Bean served under Colonels
Holme, Vyvyan and Dauglish.
Mrs. IngouvilleWilliams is back in England—
staying at the Eadies Athenaeum Club, Dover Street.
Sergeant Major H. Dray writes from Vepery (Madras)
where he is employed with the Madras Guards.
Another Indian correspondent is Sapper J. Dunkling
who is with " E " Divisional Signals, Jamrud, North
West Frontier. Dunkling served with the 1st, 2nd
and 3rd Buffs.
Congratulations to Captains A. B. Thomson and
J. F. W. Allen on passing into the Staff College.
We hear that Bt. Major W. R. Corrall hopes to be
present at the Dragon club dinner next year, which is
looking a long while ahead ; however we hope to see
him there. For the last three months he has been
wandering up and down the borders of Abyssinia.

Price Sixpence.

Mrs. Gould left Canterbury on the 8th June to join
Major Gould at Constantinoplewe wish her and the
baby a pleasant journey. She was accompanied by
Mrs. Watson, wife of Sergeant Watson of the 1st Battn.
And we also hear of Mrs. Thompson as having arrived
at Constantinople.
We hear that Mr. Jas. E. King (who used to be
Captain Barker's servant and later Major Tomlinson's)
is still at Ashford, looking very fit and still working in
the Railway works. His two daughters are nearly as
tall as their mother, and his son is doing well.
We are very glad to hear that Colonel Hulke, who
underwent a very serious operation last month, is now
much better and was able to leave King Edward VII.
Hospital on the 13th and return to Deal.
Oxford University have conferred the degree of
Master of Arts on Captain H. de R. Morgan, in apprecia
tion of his services with the Officers' Training Corps.
We congratulate him heartily on this honour which we
suppose has never before been conferred on a serving
officer of the regiment.
The following officers have been elected members
of the Naval and Military Club during the past few
weeks :—F. G. Crozier, C. G. W. Robson, A. J. D. Rose,
R. J. P. ThorneThorne, also Capt. A. J. Peareth.
Captain N. D. Rice and Mr. C. R. B. Knight have
arrived home on leave from Aden; they were unfortun
ately just too late for the regimental dinner.
A correspondent informs us that he recently spent
a most pleasant and enjoyable weekend at the Gran
ville Hotel, Ramsgate. His enjoyment was much
enchanced by finding all the numerous staff to be
English and the night porter who received him was an
old Buff, No. 8095 Pte. J. Dawkins, who enlisted in 1905 ;
he was a pioneer in the 2nd Battalion in Harrismith,
HongKong and Singapore ; rejoined the 1st in 1914
and was wounded at Radighem.
Rumour has it (but we cannot vouch for its truth)
that Captain N. S. Hart is to carry on his present job
at Newcastle. We hope, for his sake, that it may be so.
We regret to record the recent deaths of two close
friends who, though they had never served in the
Regiment, were intimately connected with it. The
first of these is that of Et.Col. C. M. Davidson, M.V.O.,
of His Majesty's Bodyguard, and the father of the late
Captain C. E. G. Davidson who was killed when serving
with our 6th Battalion at Boos. Colonel Davidson's
interest in the Regiment was every bit as great as if he
had served in it and his loss will be much felt by the
very many officers of the Regiment who knew him so well.
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The second is that of Major H. J. H. Trueman,
brother Of the late Major Arthur Trueman of the Regiment,
at the early age of 43. Well known to all of us at the
Depot and as Captain of the St. Lawrence Cricket Club
his loss is a great one.
We hear of the following officers of the 2nd Battalion
as having arrived home on leave from Aden:—Captain
N. D. Rice and Bieuts. H. M. Brooke, J. Cartwright,
C. R. B. Knight and N. E. Hoare.
A recent visitor to the Depot has been Mr. J. Sparkes,
(known in D Coy. 1st Battalion as" Ikey " and " Tiger")
who came over from Margate where he was enjoying a
week's holiday. All his old friends will be glad to hear
he is prospering as a lorry driver at Dartford. During
his visit he tried to arrange for a boxing match at the
next Depot Tournament, and was netted as a subscriber
to the Dragon ; and he left us with a kind promise that
he would try and persuade other old Buffs in his district
also to support the paper.
And another visitor during this past month has been
Mr. Chapman who, during the war, was Provost Sergt.
of the 8th Battalion, He would like to hear from
any of his old pals of J ackson's Dump at Ypres.
The thanks of the Dragon are due to C.Q.M.Sgt.
Ransley of the Depot, who has been pushing the paper
to some effect amongst his friends, and through whom
several new subscribers have been obtained—a kindly
act which encourages us to say that our circulation is
still a long way from the 5000 mark, so that any further
assistance of this kind would be most welcome, or as
O. M. puts it " You are the one to help us. The ' other
fellow' does'nt."
We were sorry to hear of Captain Thompson being
in hospital at Constantinople with dysentery, and
wish him a speedy recovery.
Eieut. E. Foster Hall, writing from G. H. Q. Baghdad,
tells us he hopes to get home in November.
We are indebted to Major C. P. Kingsland, late of the
2/5th Buffs, for sending us no less than thirty addresses
of old Buff officers whom he thinks might like to take in
the Dragon. Assistance of this kind is most valuable,
as not only does it help on the paper, but also assists
in the compilation of our Regimental Directory.
From this list by the way we hear of the following
officers having settled overseas :—Captain R. T. Humph
ries Watson in France; Captain C. H. King, at Accra,
Gold Coast, West Africa where he is employed in the
M. T. Service of the P. W. D.; Et.C R. Scarr in Chili ;
Captains F, A. and A. Little in Alberta, Canada.
As to how far the work of the Benevolent Fund is
appreciated is best shown by the following extract from
a letter received from Mr. H. S. Marshall, late 1598
Sgt., The Buffs, to whom it was the privelege of the
Fund to give some assistance—
"I can't thank you in words for the kindness shown
to me by members of the Fund of my dear old Regiment."
Here, perhaps, we may be allowed to say that dona
tions to the fund, however small, will be welcomed by
the Hon. Sec. at the Depot, and will be acknowledged
in the pages of The Dragon.
Captain R. W. Baker is now home on leave from
West Africa and is to be found at 35 Ventnor Villas,
Ilove, Sussex.

The following is taken from the Personal Column
of The Times of May 25th
" Desired to trace Gold Medal awarded to General
Sir W. A. Provost for battle of Barrosa while commanding
67th Foot: formerly Major 3rd Buffs (Ensign 1784),
who died at Bath, 1824.—Communications to "X,"
care of Fladgate and Co., 18 Pall Mall, S.W. 1.
And the following from the Kentish Express of the
3rd J une :—
" EanceCorporal Beal, 2nd Buffs, holder of the
feather.and lightweight championship in the Bombay
Presidency, and holder of the All India featherweight,
1920, took part in the Queen's Bay Boxing Tournament
at Bangalore recently. He was matched against
Corporal Ramsay, Queen's Bays, the winner of several
contests and although the lighter and smaller man he
won the contest. EanceCorporal Beal is a native of
Hawkhurst and served with the 5th Buffs in India,
afterwards joining the 2nd Buffs and returning to India."
An old Buff, whom we recently came across, is Mr.
E. D. Winter who joined the Volunteer Battalion in
1873. He is now a licensed, boatman at Folkestone
and makes a speciality of meeting the requirements
of those to whom seafishing appeals.
All will be sorry to hear that Major W. H. Nicholas
is again having considerable trouble with his eyes, and
is confined to a dark room not allowed either to read
or write. He tells us that his recovery must be slow, but
that h~ is very hopeful of being able to come to the
Canterbury Week. So are we.
We hear of Major Henry Hardy having purchased an
old farm house at Thanington, just outside Canterbury.
The presence of Major E. H. Featherstone at the
Dragon Club Dinner reminds us that his brother, Captain
W. A. Featherstone is also living down Bournemouth
way where he is conductor of the Bournemouth Muni
cipal Military Band. In a recent issue of The Era an
eugolistic article wa§ devoted to Captain " W.A," and
from this we take the following extract:—
"As a soldiermusician in the First Battalion of the
Buffs, he worked his way up through the various ranks,
serving as a sergeant through the Chitral Campaign in
1895, and the NorthWestern Frontier Campaign,
189798. Whilstin the Buffs, " Waf " as hewas familiarly
known, took quite a prominent part in affairs, sporting
and theatrical, and appeared in many characters, varying
from a bridesmaid in "Trial by Jury" to Zachariah
Morgan in " The Blind Beggars." Also, he was the
best shot of the battalion and held the Hamilton
Shooting Cup.
We hear that, (thanks to Gen. Bainbridge,) C.S.M.
and Mrs. Piggott are now installed as steward and
caterer of the Officer's Golf Club at Farnborough, near
Aldershot, where they are both flourishing and well.
Our readers will be glad to hear of the improvement
in the health of Mrs. BlandfordGriffith.
Captain Dampier Palmer recently paid a hurried
visit to the Depot to tell us that he will always be glad to
see any Buffs for tennis at Heronden Hall, (Tenterten).
All will have heard with regret of the serious accident
to MajorGeneral Bainbridge recently thrown from his
horse whilst conducting training operations at Ash, nr.
Aldershot. As we went to press the news was that he
was progressing favourably, and we hope by the time we
appear he may be well on the road to a complete recovery.
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Regimental Notabilities.

N the 14th June, in the Balmoral Room at the
Trocodero Restaurant, was held the 49th annual
dinner of The Dragon Club. General The Right Hon.
Sir Arthur Paget, Colonel of the Regiment, presided,
and the guest of the evening was Count Preben Ahlefeldt,
the Danish Minister. Appended below will be found
a full list of those who were present.
The toasts of the evening were four, General Paget
proposing those of His Majesty The King, His Majesty
The King of Denmark, and The Regiment; and Col.
Kelly, the senior and oldest Buff present, that of the
chairman, a toast which was received with musical
honours.
Prior to the dinner a cablegram had been received
from the 1st Battalion at Constantinople expressing
regret at their inability to be present, and their good
wishes to all who were present; and whilst this was being
read, there were others, no doubt, besides the writer
who wondered whether in the near future such messages
will not be telephoned by wireless !
Speaking generally it can perhaps be said that this
particular occasion was rather more serious than those
of the past, as, following the toasts, certain matters
effecting the Regiment came up for intimate discussion.
But, as always, it was a great evening enjoyed by
everyone present; and that Major Marriott was able
to attend in spite of the trouble in his leg necessitating
his wearing a Thomas splint, was much appreciated
by all of us, especially when it is remembered that
he made the journey all the way from Devonshire and
at great inconvenience so as to be amongst us.
THOSE PRESENT.

Generals.

General Rt. Hon. Sir A. H. Paget, G.C.B., K.C.V.O.
MajorGeneral Sir A. EyndenBell, K.C.B., K.C.M.G.
MajorGeneral Sir E. G. T. Bainbridge, K.C.B.
BrigadierGeneral R. A. Hickson, C.B.
BrigadierGeneral A. J. W. Allen, C.B.
BrigadierGeneral E. H. Finch Hatton, C.M.G., D.S.O.

Colonels.

Colonel D. F. Be wis, C.B.
Colonel W. E. R. Kelly

Colonel G. V. Dauglish
Colonel H. Findlay, C.B.E.

Lieut.Colonels.

Eieut.Col. W. G. F. Barnard,D.S.O. Eieut.Col. C. P. Eloyd
Eieut.Col. H. W. Trevor, D.S.O.
Eieut.Col. H. B. Potter, D.S.O.

Majors.

Major H. E. ArcherHoublon
Major W. H. Booth, O.B.E.
Major M. Beevor, D.S.O.
Major G. A. E. Chapman, D.S.O.
Major C. C. Cobbe
Major F. W. Bradley Dyne

Major H. E. Featherstone
Major G. Eee, D.S.O., M.C.
Major R. G. A. Marriott, D.S.O.
Major R. G. D. GroveRaines, D.S.O.
Major F. W. Tomlinson
Bt.Major Hon. P. G. Scarlett, M.C.

Captains.

Capt. H. H. C. Baird, D.S.O.
Capt. P. Green
Capt. H. de R. Morgan, D.S.O.
Capt. H. C. C. Morley

Capt. A. Peareth
Capt. E. F. D. Strettell
Capt. T. Wheler
Capt. R. K. Price

Lieutenants.

Eieut. B. E. Da vies, M.C.
Eieut. R. W. M. Webster
Eieut. R. B. Sandilands, M.C.

Eieut. N. G. Wale
Eieut. J. R. Willows
Eieut. J. Chester

Guest of the Evening.

THE

DANISH

MINISTER.

Thanks very much.
E are indebted to the following for very kindly
having brought their subscriptions to The Dragon
up to the old rate for officers.
Brig.Gen. H. C. de la M. Hill, C.B., C.M.G., Colonels
J. Body, D.S.O., F. Bradley Dyne, E. C. E. Knight,
D.S.O., C. P. Eloyd, R. S. Moody, C.B., Majors A. E.
Colley, F. S. Reeves, Captains R. H. W. Baker, A.
Hawkins, M.C., H. R. Raikes, E. A. Ramsay, E. F. W.
Strettell, and Et. E. Foster Hall.

W

Major Guy Lee, D.S.O., M.C.
Born 17/11/80. Embodied Militia Service 358 days. Served South
AfricanWar with 2nd Battalion East Surry Regiment and 2nd Battalion
Middlesex Regiment. 2nd Et. The Buffs 23/11/01, Et. 3/11/06, Capt.
26/2/13, Major 11/12/16.

SERVICE.

Aden Hinterland operations, West Africa Frontier Force 6/4/10—
15/8/11, Staff Capt. 16th Bde. 5/8/14—31/10/10, Bde. Machine Gun
officer to 1/8/15. Commandant Central Bombing and Trench Mortar
School 1/5/18.

MEDALS

AND

DECORATIONS.

D.S.O., M.C.,Eegion of Honour, Order of Eeopold, Croix de Guerre
of Belgium, Queen's S. AfricaMedal (5 clasps), W. Africa GeneralService
(1 clasp), 1914 Star, General Service and Victory Medals.

THE DRAGON

208

B

The 1st Battalion.

UT five days had elapsed
from the day we arrived
when we were formed up on our
sloping parade ground for inspec
tion by the Corps. Commander,
MajorGeneral T. O. Marden, C.B.,
C.M.G., with whom was the
Brigade Commandant, Colonel
Commandant D. P. Shuttleworth,
C.B.E., D.S.O.
The Inspection which was
a particularly close one lasted
about three hours, during which
time hardly a Battalion stone was
left unturned. The Machine Gun
Platoon was favourably criticized,
but some battalion features were
not. A keen eye and constructive
criticism are always beneficial
and there is no doubt improvement is already noticed.
No one will deny that there was room for improvement
as the Battalion has had little or no opportunity of
settling down to peace training and development.
The training season has opened and June 6th found
B and D Companies off to Camp at a place with the
attractive name of Kuchuk Chekmedjie, which is on
the north side of the Sea of Marmora, a few miles along
the coast from Constantinople. Company training and
Musketry will give way no doubt for some small portion
of each day so that all ranks can bathe.
The same date (June 6th) finds us all in Drill Khaki.
It has not been sufficiently and continuously warm
hitherto—but there is no doubt about it now.
The Battalion Cricket XI. journeyed up the Golden
Horn by ferryboat to Halidjoglu on 27st May, and there,
on a stony and rough ground easily defeated an R.O.A.D.
XI. Owing to a variety of reasons, a full side was not
turned out; but such reasons also allow new talent to
assert itself, and the team chosen had no difficulty in
winning the match.
The Buffs batting first made 135 for 2 wickets and
declared. Sgt, Tonby was bowled for 8, Bdm. Pears
lost his wicket for a duck and Mr. Robson and Sgt. Hills
helped themselves to 67 and 53 respectively not out.
The R.A.O.D.'s were dismissed for fifty odd runs, Sgt.
Hills and Mr. ThorneThorne doing the damage. The
team was as follows
Lieuts. G. W. P. Kimm, A.E.C. (Captain), R. Thorne
Thorne and C. G. W. Robson, Sergts., Hills, Burville,
Truby and McLean, L/cpls., Turner and Perry and
Bdm. Pearsall and Lewis. C.Q.M.S. Manning scored
and Cpl. Hadaway umpired.
The situation in the Near East is a very complex
one; but it was most excellently unravelled to an
audience of Officers and Warrant Officers of the Battalion
by Colonel Comdt. D. P. Shuttleworth, C.B.E., D.S.O.,
who traced the course of events from the cessation of
hostilities to the present day.
The Buffs Cinema gave its first show on June 1st,
and altho' it can hardly be described as successful, no
doubt by the time these lines are read, Lt. Robertson
and Cpls., Sharp and Edwards will have experienced
and overcome many difficulties and made a success of
the show.
Captain Allen and Lts. Marshall and Milton are now
temporarily attached to Corps or Allied Headquarters.
We hear that more may join them and enjoy the advant
ages of staff appointments.

Trooping the Colour.

His Majesty's Birthday, June 3rd.

What has been described as the most impressive
spectacle witnessed in Constantinople during recent
times was the trooping of the Colour in Taxim Square
in honour of the anniversary of His Majesty, The King's
birthday. The Irish Guards found three guards and
the Colour escort, and The Buffs had the honour of
providing the fourth guard and the band, the guard
being under the command of Captain M. S. Essell with
Lieuts. J. M. Pritchard, O.B.E., and J. Crozier as
Subalterns.
Sixtyfour picked men were chosen from the battn.
only a week before this ceremony was due to take place.
But, in spite of the difficulties and extra work entailed
by the battalion being so short handed, every man put
his back into the job and played up in the most splendid
manner.
On each side of the saluting base enclosures had been
made for British officers and the officers and diplomatic
staffs of the allied nations. Sir Horace Rumbold, the
British High Commissioner represented the King. At
8.50 the four guards marcjied on to the parade ground
headed by the band of the Buffs, augmented with the
Drums of the Irish Guards, and then this inspiring
parade began.
After forming into column all four guards wheeled
to the left and formed up into line. It would occupy
too much space to describe each movement in detail,
but it is sufficient to say that each evolution was carried
out without a hitch, and with great steadiness and
precision by all ranks. The arms drill was about as
perfect as it could be—the whole line moved like one
man, and the snap, snap, snap of the rifles as they
moved from the order to the slope were the cause of
involuntary exclamations of admiration and surprise
from the many onlookers.
What was, perhaps, the most interesting evolution
of the whole parade was the march past in slow time
at column distance. First came number one guard with
the Colour and escort. Then came number two and
three guards. But what we, in The Buffs, were waiting
specially to see was number four guard—our guard.
Anxiously, and with a kind of pentup feeling, we watched
them complete the left form into position, and advance
slowly towards the saluting base. If any of us who
were watching so intently had any qualms as to how
our guard would perform this most difficult of move
ments, our fears were soon sent to the flying winds.
For slowly and deliberately our guard advanced nearer
and nearer. At last they came abreast the saluting
base. One sharp word of command and every man's
head turned, as it seemed, almost with a click to the
right and looked our High Commissioner squarely and
proudly in the eye. Not a man was out of place, every
foot shot out together and every man seemed to show how
proud he was to be chosen out to represent his Regiment.
And we who were watching, too, were proud. Proud
of our comrades on parade. Proud and glad for the
Regiment's sake and for all those who had served and
fought and died in it over a period of three hundred
and fifty years. Fresh lustre, we felt, had been added
on this day to our long scroll of honour.
Later in the day we received messages of con
gratulation from General Sir Charles Harrington, Com
manderinChief Allied Forces of Occupation, and
General Marden, our Corps Commander. We all hope
that on the next occasion of a ceremonial parade we
may again be accorded the honour and privilege of
working with our comrades of the Irish Guards.
The following letter was subsequently addressed by
the Allied Commander inChief to the British Corps.
Commander:—

THE DRAGON
" I should, he very glad if you would convey to the Irish Guards and
to the Buffs my appreciation of and thanks for this morning's parade
in honour of His Majesty The King.
It was carried throughfrom start to finish with steadiness and precision
worthy of the best traditions of the A rmy and on grounds which made the
task more difficult.
Representatives of all Nations assembled expressed to me their great
appreciation and I should like the same conveyed to those who took part.
The Honour of England in Constantinople is in the trust of His
Majesty's Naval and Military forces and today's parade reflects great
credit on all concerned.
I was also particularly pleased with the smart turn out and appearance
of the 96th Battery, R.F.A., which fired the salute in honour of His Majesty
at 12 noon, and I should be glad if the Battery maybe informed accordingly
All the arrangements for today, reflect much credit on yourself and
Staff and on the Commander and Staff of the 83rd Infantry Brigade, and
on Lieut.Col. Hon. H. P. L. G. Alexander, D.S.O., M.C., Commanding
the Parade."

Albuera Day and the Bosporus.

For this occasion the Commanding officer was able
to arrange to the great delight of all ranks a most
interesting and pleasant trip up and down the Bosporus.
On the 14th the Adjutant, delivered his eulogy on
Lt. Latham and other Buffs at Albuera ; and 9 a.m.
on the 15th found the Battalion embarked, with necessary
refreshments, on the paddle steamer " Waterwitch "
at Ortakeni, and we steamed off towards the Black Sea,
keeping close to the European shore.
The Bosporus is one of the most picturesque places
in Europe, and is a succession of woodland, hill and
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Above was an elevated watch platform from which
unsafelooking and somewhat restricted space a lookout
was kept for shoals approaching. When that happened
the look out man signals to the shore and boats put off
for the catch.
On the way up Colonel Dunlop, Base Comdt., was
very kind to point out objects of interest and he related
many a humorous tale concerning the Turk and his
past. It is not possible to include all details here.
Bur may we mention a few.
SOME POINTS OF INTEREST.
The watergales and castle at Runeli Hissar were very interesting.
At this point the Bosporus is narrowest, on the opposite (or Asiatic)
side being Anadoli Hissar. Those of us who let our imagination play,
saw old Muhammad II in the 15th century commanding the Strait
from this point; saw too, the Persian King Darius and his army crossing
to Europe over a bridge of boats ; and as we sailed on we left it with
visions of Goths and Crusaders crossing into Asia.
We were pointed out the place where Santa Claus (St. Nicholas)
is supposed to be buried ; and we were told of the origin of the expression
" getting the sack." We noted lots of houses on the water's edge and
indeed with water underneath. Evidently in days gone by if someone
in the house was objectionable he (or she) was placed in a sack arid
dumped thro' a door into the water, thus " getting the sack !"
At Therapia, a favourite summer resort, we saw the really grand
residence of the Allied CommanderinChief, General Harrington and
observed one of the King's Hussars on sentrygo.
Rumeli Kavak, the last town of any size on the European side,
reminded us that in this vicinity just after the war, was stationed

View of the Bosporus (Asiatic side).
dale, covered with villages reaching down to the water's
a battalion of The Buffs and Captain Vertue and a few others on board
were able to tell the tale of their sojourn there,
edge, and dotted with white marble palaces and pretty
i Now the Black Sea, was in sight, but instead of entering it, we
summer residences, nestling among groves of trees, or
crossed over to the Asiaticside and pulled up at a landing stage at a tiny
surrounded with gardens. However, as the Black Sea
spot known as Pairas Kalessi. Here the inner man was attended to,
is approached, at all events beyond Rumeli Kavak, the
and after our meal, we all went ashore to examine the quaint Turkish
village, while the Band entertained the inhabitants with a tune or two.
scenery is of a wilder and less interesting character.
Steaming back close to the Asiatic shore, we entered the second
19 miles long, the greatest width of the Bosporus
stage of our journey. We noted that the Asiaticside presented a marked
is 2\ miles at Buyukdereh (where our officers play polo)
contract to the European shore, not only in the more abundant vegeta
tion, but also in the style of the houses and buildings, the condition of
and at its narrowest is 810 yards at Rumeli Hissar.
its villages, and the strictly Oriental type of the people we saw at the
Its depth is never less than 20 fathoms. But the most
landing stages.
extraordinary feature is that though there is a steady
At intervals along this side we were interested in the batteries that
once were heavily armed to protect the Strait. Below Anadoli Kavak
current of about 2| knots per hour flowing from the
we
saw
the Giant's Mount (650 ft.) formerly called the Couch of Hercules.
Black Sea to the Sea of Marmora, there is also an under
A Turkish tradition is that the large grave at the top is that of
current setting in the opposite direction. This fact,
Joshua.
and the many eddies and miniature whirlpools apparent
We sailed on past Beikos Bay, where the Allied Fleet assembled in
1854 at the commencement of the Crimean War. On past Anadoli
to all of us make the Bosporus somewhat dangerous for
Hissa, and the Sweet Waters of Asia (the Asiatic Richmond) and other
swimmers.
little villages, until we found ourselves off Scutari and Haidar Pasha,
The word Bosporus means Oxpassage (c.f. Oxford)
which lie opposite Constantinople.
and probably has its origin in the fable of Io who was
THE CRIMEA.
changed by J upiter into a heifer, and swam across these
Scutari, of course, conjured up visions of the work
straits.
of the heroine Florence Nightingale, and near there we
We were tickled over a peculiar mode of fishing
could see the British cemetery where lie many who died
followed on the Bosporus, which teems with fish. At
of disease contracted in the Crimea. The cemetery
places we noted a somewhat intricate system of nets
stands on a cliff and is a conspicuous landmark to all
spread between piles driven into the sandy bottom.
vessels entering the Bosporus from the Sea of Marmora.
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The 1st Battalion—continued.
We now entered the Sea of Marmora, rounded Moda
(where there is a seaplane base, about to close down)
and after a few miles journeying, pulled up at Bostanjik
which we once thought was to be our station. There
we saw several Notts, and Derbys; there too we landed
and had a delightful bath under a cliff, after which we had
tea and discussed the possiblities of life soldiering at
Bostanjik.
We set off on the 3rd stage of our trip about 5 p.m.
and leaving Prince's Islands with Prinkipo to our left
rear, set our nose for Constantinople and eventually
disembarked at Ortakeni about 6 p.m. after a truly
delightful day.
That night a Regimental Dinner was held in the
Officers' Mess at which the following officers honoured
the Mess with their presence :—

Et. GeneralSir C. H. Harington, K.C.B., D.S.O., G.O.C.in Command
Allied Forces ; Col. Commandant D. I. Shuttleworth, C.B.E., D.S.O.,
Commanding 83rd Infantry Brigade; Et.Col. E. P. Dunlop, D.S.O.,
Base Commandent; Et.Col. S. J. P. Schobell, C.M.G., D.S.O. ; Et.Col.
Hon. H. R. E G. Alexander, D.S.O., M.C., Irish Guards; Captains
E M. CradockHartopp ; J. S. N. Fitz Gerald, M.B.E, M.C.; F. C.
Bedwell, M.C.; and Et. H. N. Eeveson Gower, R.F.A., A.D.C. Major
General T. O. Marden,C.B., C.M.G., G.O.C., British Corps of Occupation
wrote regretting his inability to be present. At the Sergeant's Mess,
too, the evening was not allowed to pass without due celebrations, as
mentioned elsewhere.

and "Band and Drums'" Rooms, "C" and "D" Dining Hall and
more officers' Quarters. On the square itself are Huts, and there are
to be found the Boy's Rooms, Band Room, Signal office, Education
office and Corporals' Mess ; and a Nisson Hut as Guard Room.
The Company Rooms are large and airy and now look quite smart,
each cot surmounted by a mosquito curtain. Electric light is laid on
everywhere, but it is somewhat of an uncertainty.
On the South side of the barracks is an open space used as a parade
ground. Opposite this are very large stables where are housed our
mules and horses. Along one side of this ground are four Nisson huts,
one of which is the Band and Drum Dining Hut, and the other three
are used for Indoor Training and Eectures. On the far side of the
parade ground is an old building, generally delapidated, used as a
Recreation Room, with tea, cakes and billiards, and a large hall with
a ready made stage.
.
Come across to the other side of the Barracks, the South side, and
you will find a little colony of Nisson Huts used as Officer's Quarters,
and the Officer's Mess a large hut with varandah overlooking the
Bosporus. Our photos reveal the fact that the Mess and huts are
erected in a cemetery. The view from this side is really pleasant as our
photo depicts. On this side too, is an apology for a Tennis Court, taken
over by the Sgts' Mess, and a Polo Pit the product of Major Crookenden s
efforts.

Yildiz Barracks.

Possibly we are a trifle more consoled now that we
have settled down ; but our hearts fell with a bump
when we entered our barracks on May 6th last.
We disembarked from lighters at Ortakeni on the
Bosporus and marched up hill for about 800 yards,
practically at right angles to the Bosporus. On the
way up we passed a tiny refreshment room rejoicing in
the name of the " Simon Langton Arms," so that at
once our thoughts flew to Canterbury.
The Band and Drums played up at a slow pace which
quickened as we entered barracks to the familiar strains
of the Regimental March.
Our photograph shows the entrance to what was
once a Turkish Barracks and now occupied by ourselves.
But do not please jump to conclusions. Our photograph
is deceptive. Our home is not all it looks. But judge
for yourselves.

Officers' Mess with Graves in foreground.
Behind the barracks, and approached under the Mosque are to be
seen the Sergeants' Mess the N.A.A.F. Institutes, Barber's shop, and
Medical Inspection Room.

Sanitation and cleanliness, ever the watchword of the
wouldbehealthy Britisher, are sources of worry here.
Water must be boiled ; fruit and vegetables are a snare
if not correctly tackled and treated ; mosquitoes and
flies (thousands of them !) are a pest now, and sandflies
will join them later ; and we dread to think of those
dreadful insects that abound in the hundreds of cracks and
crevices and in the old wood of which there is so much.
Our one great woe is the absence of suitable ground
for games. There is a concrete cricket pitch on the
parade ground and apologies for matches have been
played. Football too has been attempted. Running
seems to be the only possible sport and even then the
roads are very bad and extremely trying.
THE SUETAN'S PAEACE.

Entrance to Yildiz Barracks.
OUR DISTRIBUTION.

The Barracks occupy approximately a square space, with buildings
all around our " square." Square it certainly is in shape, but most
irregular in surface and a sea of mud and pools in wet weather. Difficult
for any from of transport, it is impossible for drill and parade which
are carried out outside barracks.
As one enters the main gate, the mosque catches one's eye im
mediately. On the North side of the mosque are officers' Quarters,
"A" Coys, rooms and the Orderly Room. On the South side of the
Mosque are W.Officers' Quarters and " C" Coys. Rooms. On the
North side of the square are B. Coy's Rooms " A " and " B " Dining
Hall and Officers' Quarters. On the South side of the square are " D "

Lying alongside us, in barracks that look even
worse than ours are Turkish troops. Turkish sentries
are posted at various points and the only time they
appear to be awake is when they are relieved.
Opposite our barracks is a large enclosed space
generally known as Yldiz Kiosk, comprising palaces
and grounds of the Sultan. There are said to be about
25 buildings. There is a high wall all round the grounds
which cover an immense area abounding with trees and
all kinds of plants. The Sultan resides somewhere
inside together with his harem, and he rarely leaves
the place.
Not far from us is a large hospital, filled with invalid
Russian refugees.
Trams pass the foot of our hill (at Ortakeni) and that
is the simplest method of getting into Galata (Constanti
nople). They travel at a pace which left us gasping
until we became accustomed to it, and the fare is 2%
piastres (roughly Id.) for a journey lasting about 25
minutes. To walk in means to negotiate bad roads,
unevenly paved roads, terrific cobblestones, and, if
one proceeds by the most direct route, many hills.
Journeying by motorcar is not expensive, but it is
decidedly uncomfortable. Surely there are not worse
roads elsewhere in any part of Europe !
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However, in spite of our distance from the Town,
(as the Turks call it) we all make our way there, for it
is full of interest. Possibly in future numbers of The
Dragon stories will be told of Oriental life, of the mosques,
the amusements, and surely there is a wealth of matter
for the wouldbescribe in the very cosmopolitan nature
of the place. The present scribe has had his say and
invites others to pick up the pen and write. (An
invitation we heartily endorse, at the same time extending
our thanks to the writer for what he has done. Ed.)

C. Coy:—Pte. Potter (46) ; E/cpl. Barrell (6); Pte. Cribben (0);
E/Cpl. Show (13) ; E/Cpl. Hughes (5) ; Pte. Everitt (3); Pte. Eower (4);
Pte. Manders (10) ; Pte. Wright (2); Pte. Potter, A. (1); E/Cpl. Elliot

(4).

The successful bowlers were for the Band Mancer and Eewis, who
took 7 and 2 wickets respectively; and for B Coy. Potter and Barratt
and Shaw.
We hope with the help of our Officers and Senior N.C.Os. to be able
soon to get the Tennis apparatus going.
OUJ Cooks are on the War Path each night after the cats and pie
hards that get in the Cookhouse after anything that is going.
A. EARKIN, Corporal.

D COMPANY.

It is regretted that owing to the sudden departure of the Company
to a training camp that news will be very short this month. As our
numbers at present are also very short there is reallynothing of individual
interest to report beyond what will be in Battalion notes. Playing
grounds are few and far between, communications are difficult so only
one or two matches have been played on a stone wicket on the parade
ground against other companies.
EOST !!!
" B" Company and Corporals' Mess !! ! AEAS !

PARCEE POST TO CONSTANTINOPEE.

The Parade Ground—Recreation Room on left.
THE SERGEANT'S MESS.
Gradually aud surely we are now getting settled down in our new
environments and, one by one, our sporting and social events are
returning.
In spite of not having been here long before Albuhera day was
upon us, we managed to celebrate the great day in real good style.
A day's trip up the Bosporus with the Battalion and, finally, a rattling
good singsong in the Mess in the evening.
R.S.M. Martin, Mr. Elain, R.Q.M.S. Evans, Sgt. Jones and Sgt.
Burt all obliged, in fact every member was compelled under a penalty
to give a song or some other demonstration of their accomplishments.
The first Whist drive in this Station was held on 19/5/22, we had
many visitors from the Garrison, and the drive was a success.
A Dance took place on 26/5/22, and again we had many visitors
from the Garrison, including a sprinkling of ladies this time.
We are very fortunate in having a hard tennis court just outside the
Mess, and in the evenings it is well patronised by learners as well as
professionals. Sometimes enthusiastic learners may be seen practising
before breakfast (But not very often !)
C. M.

A COMPANY.

Here, we all live in one barrack room, so large is our company, and
this room has a peculiar disadvantage of being adjacent to the orderly
rooms from where all blessings flow.
Our members are sadly reduced and we much regretted having to
leave behind so many old friends whose time was to expire in the near
future. But somehow we manage to carry on and day by day learn
more how to live among the flies and other noxious animals that live
in these parts of the world. Life is much too short to worry about
them and we find a mosquito net keeps some of them out.
We have been having a few scratch games looking for talent for next
years football team and trying to turn out a good cricket side ; and we
are looking forward to more sports and games when we get out to the
Training Camp next month.
East time I wrote it was to say we never saw anything of each other
because we were always on leave. Now we never see much of each
other because we are all working so hard, the lucky ones on cushy
jobs at General Headquarters, the others at the laundry and suchlike
pleasant spots. In the between times we clean up for the next inspection
but we hope they are "off" for the next few weeks.
The weather has been unusual for the time of the year, but it always
is unusual wherever the regiment goes. However, it looks now as if it
might be warming up, and then we shall never have any energy at all.

C COMPANY.

We spoke last month of very little available ground for Sport, but
on looking round we find room for anything, though on a slope, and
very uneven, but after the Fermoy Square, it does'nt come strange.
In the centre, is a concrete Cricket Pitch, and almost any evening
one can see a game of sorts in progress. It is now getting toe hot for
Footer and we were disappointed two evenings by a Civilian team
(Pera Athletic) who unfortunately failed to put in appearance. While
waiting the ball wasaccidently kicked over theSultan's Palace Grounds,
and Pte. Potter, on going to redeem it was detained in the Turkish
Guard Room, and by the way he spoke when released, he had got the
wind up, for it must have been an awful experience to be detained for
over an hour in a Turkish " clink."
In recent games we lost by 5 runs to B Coy. but beat the Band by
27. The teams in the latter match were as follows, the figures in
brackets after each name denoting the individual scores.
Band:—Bdm. Standen (3); Bdm. Boot (0); Bdm. Brooke (5) ;
Bdm. Young (1); Bdm. Eewis (18) ; Bd. Mancer (14) ;Bdm. Winfield
(16); Bd. Marshall (4); Bdm. Cross (7); Corporal Jones (0); Boy
Andrews (0).

The following special (and extra) arrangements came into force on
June 1st for parcels sent from England :—
1. Parcels accepted at Post offices in the United Kingdom for
transmission via France, and between Marseilles and Constantinople
by fortnightly steamship service.
2. First despatch from Eondon on June 7th, and thereafter on
alternate Wednesdays.
3. Time taken from Eondon to Constantinople—14 or 15 days.
4. Rates of postage :—2 lbs.—2/3d. 7 lbs.—3/6d. 11 lbs.—4/3d.
5. Parcels by this service should be directed " Via France."

A

Recent Decisions.

T a meeting, recently held in London, between

Gen. The Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur Paget, Colonel of the
Regiment, and the Commanding Officers of the 1st and
2nd Battalions and the Depot, the following decisions
were arrived at:—
THE BENEVOEENT FUND.

" That Warrant Officers, N.C.O.'s, and men who
do not subscribe to the Past and Present Association during
their service, will not be eligible for assistance from the
Buffs Benevolent Fund in later years—this to come into
force asfrom the 1st January, 1923."
In regard to the above, the terms of membership
of the Association of Past and Present Buffs will be found
on page 210, and however secure may be the future of
any Buff now serving, it is still hoped membership may
be taken up by all, as every penny received by the
Association over and above the small amount needed
for incidental expenses is devoted to the Benevolent work
of the Regiment.
CANTERBURY CRICKET CEUB.

" That all serving officers who are not already members
of the Canterbury Cricket Week Club be asked through the
columns of The Dragon to enrol as early as possible, by
sending £\ to the Hon. Sec. at The Depot."
Here, it may be pointed out that, if an officer is
serving abroad, membership of the Club entitles him to
send his " Guest Badges " to his lady and gentlemen
friends at home. And it is felt that, even though an
officer may not be able to use the tent himself, he will be
glad to assist in the retaining of Regimental hospitality
and the entertaining of all Buff friends.
REGIMENTAE DINNER CEUB.

" That the Annual subscription of the Regimental Dinner
Club be reduced from ten shillings to five."
PAGET GOED MEDAES.

At the above meeting, General Paget generously
offered to both the 1st and 2nd Battalions a gold medal
to be awarded to the best all round athlete of each
Battalion—an offer which was much appreciated and
gladly accepted.
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The Buffs.

(With Acknowledgements to The Field.)
Dismissal from the service meant ruin to the un
THE SIEGE OF OSTEND.
fortunate officers, and want and misery to the men.
ENTION has already been made of this operation,
Many Dutchmen were ashamed of the resolution, but
which was undertaken in 1601 by the Spaniards,
they passed it; and it remained only to be seen
and it is stated in the continuation of the siege of Ostend
whether British loyalty would stand the test. The
in Vere's Commentaries : " The brave English soldiers,
English officers hesitated not a moment. They refused
observing what storms of great shot came daily rolling
pointblank to swear fealty to Holland, and were ruth
into the town (the besiegers having already discharged
lessly turned adrift. By the help of the English
little less than 35,000 shot against it), and perceiving
Ambassador, however, they made their way to England,
that all the houses were like to be beaten about their
and were presently formed into the Holland Regiment,
ears, advised themselves to take this course. There
which now ranks as the Third of the Line, and is known
was a plot of ground in the town commonly used for
from the facings, which it has worn for more than
a market place, which was something higher than the
two centuries, by the honoured hame of the Buffs."
rest of the streets; there they did earth themselves
The establishment of, the regiment was fixed at six
digging it hollow, and fitting themselves with cabins
companies of 106 noncommissioned officers and men
and lodgings within the ground. The like did they by
each, beginning from June 23, 1665, and, saving the
another void piece of ground upon the southwest,
surgeon and possibly one lieutenant, all the officers
whereby they thought themselves secure from the
appointed to the Regiment had previously been in the
enemy's batteries, so did they sufficiently testify their
Dutch service, which they had left when required to
own resolution rather to inter themselves in the graves
which they had digged, than to quit their possession
renounce the land of their birth.
of the place unto the enemy." It will thus be seen
EARLY SERVICES.
that the modern day dugout had its prototype quite
It was at first intended to use the regiment as marines,
far enough back to make it a respectable device.
and so the Holland Regiment was ordered to be borne
by the Navy, with whom it remained until May, 1667.
CONFLICTING TESTIMONY.
Its Colonel was Robert Sidney, and Cannon tells us that
Capt. Knight writes:—" The commonly accepted
in July, 1666, its establishment was augmented to
version, which unfortunately has received the seal of
1000 private men by the addition of four companies
authority from having been adopted by Mr. Richard
of three officers, two sergeants, three corporals, and
Cannon, Principal Clerk of the AdjutantGeneral's
100 private men, each, each company consisting of
Office, in his hastily compiled Historical Record of the
thirty pikemen, seventythree musketeers, and two
Third Regiment of Foot, or the Buffs, compiled in the
halberdiers. In the following summer a further addition
AdjutantGeneral's Department by order and published
of two companies of the same strength as the others was
in 1839, is that the English troops in the service of the
made to its numbers, and thefollowing arms were amongst
Netherlands were reduced in 1655 to one regiment,
which in 1665 was recalled to England by King Charles
those issued from the Tower of London for each aug
II. by virtue of his prerogative, and that it was then
mentation of the Holland Regiment: Thirty pikes,
sixty matchlock muskets, with collars of bandoliers,
placed on the establishment as the Holland Regiment.
Now this is not only not the case, but the statements
thirteen firelocks, 103 swords, two halberds, one partisan,
are absolutely at variance with the facts. The
and two drums.
In February, 1667, Capt. Cotter's Company was
establishment registers, and the nominal rolls of the
officers in the service of the United States of the Nether
transferred to the Barbadoes Regiment, and Capt. Sir
lands, which are preserved in the National Records
Herbert Lunsford raised a new company of officers and
at the Hague, show conclusively that there were not one
100 men for the Holland Regiment. ^ When the Dutch
sailed up the Medway the corps relieved the Guards
but four English regiments in the service of the
Netherlands until the end of 1664, when they were
at Portsmouth, and in 1669 the. Grand Duke, Cosmo of
disbanded, and theState Papers preserved in the Records
Tuscany made a lengthened tour in England, where at
Plymouth he saw one company of the Duke's and four
Office in Chancerylane show that King Charles II.
did not use his prerogative to recall them and place them
of the Holland Regiments, and he remarked that the
on the English establishment, although urged to do so,
latter had yellow facings.
but that he suffered them to be disbanded by the States
(To be continued).
General and turned adrift under circumstances of great
hardship, and that it was not until the officers and men
had reached England at their own expense, or through
TO PAST AND PRESENT BUFFS.
the generosity of Sir George Downing, the English Envoy
THE Association of Past and Present Buffs is open
at the Hague, that the King at last enrolled them on the
to all those who are serving or have served in a Regular
English establishment as the Holland Regiment."
Battalion of the Buffs, and to all those who have served
BRITISH LOYALTY.
or are serving with a Service, Territorial, or SpecialReserve
Fortescue states of this period, when war was being
Battalion.
made on Holland : " There were English soldiers out
If you are not already a member, why not become one
side England who were troubled by this war. The
now ?
descendants of the volunteers who had followed Morgan
Terms of Membership.
in 1572, and had won an imperishable name under
Francis Vere, were still in the Dutch service, and were
Officers ... '
2j^per annum.
now comprised in seven regiments, three of them English
Other Ranks
2/6 first year, 1/ subsequent
year.
and four Scotch, numbering in all threeandfifty
companies. As soon as war was declared, the Pensionary
Life Membership.
De Witt forced upon the United Provinces a resolution
Officers
£2 2 0
that the British regiments must either take the oath of
Other Ranks ...
...
... £1 1 ^
allegiance to the States General or be instantly cashiered.
All correspondence to The Hon. Sec., the Associa
This was the reward offered by the Dutch Republic to
tion of Past and Present Buffs, Depot The Buffs
the brave foreigners who, with their predecessors, had
Canterbury.
done her better service than she could ever repay.

M

211

THE DRAGON

7?VjTsTZrrsl
,17?
/U^

~~fA
Cc

A

The 2nd Battalion.

LBUERA Day was observed
as a Holiday, and some
Aquatic sports were organised
by Capt. Backhouse in our
bathingpool, and also by Lt.
Hamill Stewart at Steamer's
Point. The heats of the differ
ent events took place before
breakfast, and the finals in the
evening. In spite of the fact
that rather a heavy sea was
running, some good sport was
seen, and everyone enjoyed
themselves.
Amongst
the
events were : — Pillowfighting
(on a pole), boatrace, relay
race, and the greasy pole.
AEBUHERA DAY AT STEAMER'S
POINT.

Aquatic Sports for the
Detachment were held in the sea water bath at Steamers'
Point on Albuhera Day, and a splendid day's amusement
afforded to the troops who took a lively interest in all
the events and made the affair a complete success.
The opening event, a 100 yards individual race, for
which there were 24 entries, was won by Pte. Scally

The cigarette race drew some 50 entries and was
swam off in heats. Competitors had to enter the bath
with a lighted cigarette and keep it alight whilst swim
ming to the other end. This event was won by Pte.
Alldridge with L/C. Rowley 2nd.
Throwing the Polo Ball was won by Pte. Taylor,
A Company, 18 yards, C.S.M. Vincer 2nd, 17 yards.
The Greasy Pole was the best patronised and most
amusing event and some very good attempts to reach
the flag were made by Ptes. Lay, Turner and Bazley.
It was first captured by C.S.M. Vincer and then by Pte.
Hall who were deemed the winners.
A Water Polo match, the first round of the Inter
Platoon Tie was next played off between the Sgts. and
No. 10 Platoon and ended after a very good match by
the Sgts. winning 2 goals to 1. C.S.M.'s Cook and
Vincer scoringfor the Sergeants and Pte. DentforNo. 10.
An under water swim came next, 22 competitors
took part and great amusement was caused by some of
them losing direction when under water. Pte. Scally
touched the side about half way up the bath and made
a beautiful turn under water and came up about 5 or
6 strokes after. He seemed quite surprised to think that
he had not reached the top of the bath and was on the
return journey. This event was won by Sergt. Mac
Mahon 32 yards, 2nd, Pte. Suggers, 31 yards.

Landing of " B" and " D" Coys, with H.M.T. Braemar Castle on the left.
by three yards with Pte.s Dent and Sergt. MacMahon
2nd and 3rd respectively with but a hands breadth
difference between them.
The next event, a pillow fight which was keenly con
tested, some 40 entries being booked, was won by Pte.
Barnes (C. Coy.) with Pte. Cole as runner up.
Plunge Diving also had some 30 entries and after
the second dive Pte. Scally led by a yard with Pte. Dent
and Sergt. MacMahon a tie for 2nd place. After a
dive off Pte. Dent won by a few inches. The length of
the plunge was 14 yards.
The Life saving race caused much amusement, the
competitors having to swim the length of the bath
(35 yards) pick up their " drowning man " and bring
him to safety at the starting point. Various methods
of holding were attempted, some of which disqualified
the competitor for causing their victims to be taken
under water. The winners were :—
1st.—Pte. Scally with Pte. Capper as " saved man."
2nd.—Pte. Galpin with Pte. Austin as " saved man."
3rd.—L/C. Rowlet with Pte. Taylor as " saved man."

Diving for plates wae won by Pte. Suggers and Pte.
Barnes. Five plates each were brought to the surface.
The Egg and Spoon race had to be abandoned on account
of insufficient time.
Hearty thanks are due to Lieut. Hamill Stewart
and Committee (C.S.M. Vincer and Sgt. MacMahon)
for the arrangements and to the competitors who took
such a keen interest and thus afforded a splendid day's
sport for the Detachment.
*
P.J.M.
NOVICES BOXING TOURNAMENT.

This was held at the Crater on May 8th, 9th and
11th and was open to all N.C.O.'s and men of the
Battalion who had never got into the final of a Battalion
Competition, and who had never represented the Regi
ment in the Ring. The Drums were well to the fore
and are to be congratulated on their good number of
entries.
The evening produced some promising talent, among
whom may be mentioned L/Cpl. Holley (C Coy.), Pte.
(Continued on next page.)
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Suggers (B Coy.), Pte. Fane (B Coy.), Pte. Hearne
(B Coy.), Bdsm. Welsh and Pte. Hart (D Coy.) The
best loser prize went to Pte. Hearne, who put up a par
ticularly hard fight against L/Cpl. Holley in the semi
final of the Welter Weights.
On the final night Dr. Mullins (Drums) successfully
defended his title against Pte. Coleby (C Coy.) in the
challenge contest for the Battalion Fly Weight Cham
pionship, as also did Pte. Lay (A Coy.) against Pte.
Tunnadine (D) Coy.) in the Feather Weight Challenge
contest.
MajorGeneral T. E. Scott, C.B., C.I.E., D.S.O.,
Commanding Aden Brigade, was present on the last
night and kindly gave away the prizes.
The following are the results :—
Bantam Weights.

Is* Series.—Pte. Suggers (C Coy.) beat Dr. Griggs (Drums). Dr.
Robbins (Drums) K.O. Dr. Beaney (Drums). Pte. Fane (B Coy.) K.O.
Dr. Atkinson (Drums). Bye, Dr. Shelvey (Drums).
SemiFinal.—Dr. Robbins (Drums) scratched to Pte. Suggers (C
Coy.) owing to damaged knee. Pte. Fane (B Coy.) K.O. Dr. Shelvey
(Drums) in 3rd round.
Final.—Pte. Suggers (C Coy.) beat Pte. Fane (B Coy.) after a very
hard fight.

Feather Weights.

Is* Series.—E/Cpl. Whittington (Drums) beat Pte. Wells (D Coy).
Byes, Pte. Hart (D Coy), Pte. Madden (B Coy.), Dr. Eockyer (Drums).
SemiFinal.—Pte. Hart (D Coy.) beat E/Cpl. Whittington (Drums).
Pte. Madden (B Coy.) beat Dr. Eockyer (Drums) after a very hard fight.
Final.—Pte. Hart (D Coy.) beat Pte. Madden (B Coy.)

Light Weights.

Is* Series.—Dr. Hudson (Drums) beat Pte. Richards (D Coy.)
Pte. Chart (D Coy.) beat Dr. Manktelow (Drums). Cpl. Bell (C Coy.)
beat Dr. Marchant (Drums). Boy Wilkins (Band) beat Pte. Newman
(A Coy.)
SemiFinal.—Dr. Hudson (Drums) beat Pte. Chart "(D Coy.) Boy
Wilkins (Band) beat Cpl. Bell (C Coy.)
Final.—Boy Wilkins (Band) beat Dr. Hudson (Drums).

Welter Weights.

Is* Series.—Pte. Hearne (B Coy.) beat Dr. Fuggle (Drums), who
put up a very plucky fight. E/Cpl. Holley (C Coy.) beat Pte. Goodwin
(C Coy.) Bdsm. Welsh (Band) beat Dr. Thrumble (Drums). Bye,
Cpl. Eocke (D Coy.)
SemiFinal.—E/Cpl. Holley (C Coy.) beat Pte. Hearne (B Coy.) after
a very hard fight. Bdsm. Welsh beat Cpl. Eocke (D Coy.)
Final.—E/Cpl. Holley beat Bdsm. Welsh (Band). This was a good
fight but E/Cpl. Holley proved too strong for his opponent.

Middle Weights.

SemiFinal.—Pte. Harvey (D Coy.) beat Pte. Warrington (D. Coy).
Pte. Walter (D Coy.) beat Pte. Coleman (D Coy.)
Final.—Pte. Walter (D Coy.) beat Pte. Harvey (D Coy.)

Three Round Challenge Contests.
No. 1.

Dr. Mullins (Drums) holder of Battalion Fly Weight Championship
beat Pte. Coleby (C Coy.)

This was the best fight of the evening. The gong saved Pte. Coleby
from being knocked out at the end of the 2nd round, but he recovered
and put up a good fight to the end.

No. 2.

Pte. Eay (A Coy.) holder of Battalion Feather Weight Championship
beat Pte. Tunnadine (D Coy.)
This was a most stubbornly contested bout, both men going all out,
Pte. Eay at the end being awarded the verdict.

Three Round Contest.

Dr. Supple (Drums) beat E/Cpl. Corrigan (D Coy.) Dr. Supple
proved the more aggressive and knocked his opponeut out in the 3rd
round.

AMATEUR DRAMATIC SOCIETY.

On the 5th and 6th May, a most successful concert
was given in the Garrison Theatre, Steamer's Point, by
the B.A.D.S., the performance also being given on two
nights at the Crater. There was a crowded house on
each occasion, and here is the programme which was
so much enjoyed.
The Pierrot Troupe.
(Is* Half).
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Opening Chorus—Whispering
Cpl. J. Coleman.
The Blue Dragoons
E/c. J. Bennell.
Weary ...
E/c. W. Martin.
They'll never know me in Old Dahomey
Sgt. K. Cornwell.
My Mammy
...
...
...
...
... Bdsm. H. Carey.
jm
Italio de Eingo ...E/c. J. Bennell, Sgt. K. Cornwell, Capt. N. D.
Rice, E/c. W. Martin.
The Company Sergeant Major
... E/c. F. H. Eendrim.
I want to be popular ...
E/c. J. Bennell.
The Optimist and The Pessimist
Sgt. K. Cornwell.
The Pessimist
... E/c. W. Martin.
Coal Black Mammy
...Capt. N. D. Rice.
Final Chorus.
Alabama Moon
Cpl. J. Coleman.
E/Cpl. Diamond at the Piano.

The Emperor of Oh Ma Ha
Has a Birthday Party.

ASSISTED BY THE ORCHESTRA.

(2nd Half).
CHARACTERS

The Emperor ...
The Empress ...
The Chancellor ...
O.C. Body Guard
Darky Dick
Dinkey ...
The Toreador ...
The Court M.O.

Sgt. G. W. Coaster.
...E/c. F. Towerzey.
C.S.M. F. Upson.
... E/c. J. Cleary.*
... Sgt. A. Smith.
E/c. S. Eockwood.
... Pte. E. Woods.
... E/c. W. Martin.

AND
Body Guard,
Matadore,
and Dancing Girls.
Sgt. F. Joy.
Boy F. Fieldsend.
E/c. J. Osborne.
Et. W. H. Rowe.
E/c. R. Diamond.
Bdsm. W. Barrett.
Et. G. H. Mitchell.
Pte. W. Hunt.
Sgt. G. Dennis.
Boy H. Sifflett.
E/c. R. Corrigan.
Pte. H. Slatter.
Bdsm. D. Brookman.
Bdsm. H. Carey.
Musical Director
Mr. C. B. Hewitt.
Wine Stewards,

God save the King.

Buffs Amateur Dramatic Society.
Front Row: Bds. Barrett, Capt. Rice, Mesdames Carey, Brookman, Dennis & Corrigan, Ptes. Hunt & Slatter.
Back Row: L/Cpl. Diamond, Pte. Woods, L/Cpl. Lendrim, Boy Sifflet, L/Cpl. Lockwood, L/Cpl. Martin,
Sgt. Coaster, Miss Towersey, Sgt. Smith, Boy Pdeldsend, Sgt. Coleman, L/Cpl. Cleary and Sergt. Jay.
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FOOTBAEE.
During the past month the Harris Shield Football Competition has
been decided. This year it was decided to make a Eeague, so that each
Company played the other Companies twice. Some exciting games
were seen, and there was a close race for first place between " B " and
" D " Companies, thelatter eventually winning by onepoint. Appended
a table showing the full results :—
Coy. Played. Won. Drawn. Eost. Goals Against. Points. Place.
3rd.
2nd.
4th.
1st.

A.
B.
C.
D.

THE SERGEANTS' MESS (Crater).
Tennis is still going strong, the Band Master leading the way while
several other members may be seen wending their way to the courts of an
evening.
" Albuhera Day " was kept up as a general holiday. In the evening
water sports were indulged in, this included diving for plates, team relay
race, greasy pole, etc., etc. ; but rather a heavy sea was running at the
time, this did not let things go quite as well as it should have done,
but as it was it was much enjoyed both by the competitors and spectators
At night the Corporals gave a whist drive and dance and some very
nice prizes were presented; between fifty and sixty took part in the
whist drive and the dance was also largely attended and much enjoyed
by all and gave great credit to all those who helped to make the affair
a success.
On the 24th (Empire Day) we gave a whist drive and dance, the
Corporals this time were invited in return for theirs of the 16th inst. ;
and quite a number turned up but we should have liked to have seen a
few more.
Our members at Steamer's Point have been going quite strong with
their water polo team and have sent their challenge up to H.Qrs, but up
to the present we have not obliged in this, lack of practice and the
swimming bath only just opened has not given much chance for this
sport.
Rumour is again at work, this time it is that we are going home in
January of next year. We live in hopes.
ECP

THE CORPORAES' MESS.

(Crater.)

On our arrival at Aden we were separated, the Corporals of "A,"
" C" and "E" Companies being sent to Steamer's Point, those of " B "
and " D " to the Crater. However, we have managed to see quite a lot
of each other through the medium of Football and Hockey Matches
representative teams from the two places. The Crater Corporals'
Teams are on the whole, the better of the two, as will be seen by the
Billiards results below.
The Whist Drive and Dance given in the Gymnasium, Crater, on
Albuhera Dav was voted by all to be the best show put up for a very
long while. There were about 250 Guests. Thanks are due to both the
Entertainment and Decoration Committees (who are too numerous to
mention personally), for this brilliant success. I think that E/Cpl.
Eockwood should be especially mentioned on account of the extra large
(?) amount of work done by him. (Too many Cooks spoil the broth,
Fatty). I overheard a Defaulter say " I hope some of them Corporals'
break their blooming necks." Nothing like that happened however,
but perhaps there were a few " thick heads " going about Barracks the
next day !

A Billiard Match.

On Sunday, 21st May, a Billiard Match between Corporals of the
Crater and Corporals from Steamer's Point was held, in which the former
ran out winners by 132 points. Jimmie Green (Crater) and Rowley
from Steamer opened the match at 07'00 hours, and after a quiet game
Rowley finished
off 45 points in front. "Blower" Brown and
" Nazzum " then took up the tale, and a very slow, dingdong struggle
was witnessed. When Nazzum had reached 93 he got "stuck" and
Blower gradually got his score going, but the luck changed again and
Nazzum pushed his score to 125 while Brown was arriving at 105.
While most of the Spectators had gone to Breakfast, Fatty Eockwood
and Tug Wilson started a game which ended in defeat for Tug, although
he hung very close to Fatty, and neither of them left any openings.
Dusty Miller and Jock Emery then started to push the balls around, and
this proved to be a very keenly contested game, first one leading and then
the other ; after a most excellent game Dusty dusted Jock's boots for
him to the tune of 22 points. From this time onwards, Steamer's Point
party were a very much beaten crowd (at Billiards).
" Cack " Farr (Our Grand Old Man of sport) then took up the
running with Robinson, and after a short, quick onesided game left
Robbe standing with his score at 44. Mitchell of the Sigs. then finished
the Match by beating Dick Holmden with 78 spare points.
Crater.
Cpl. Green
E/Cpl. Brown
E/Cpl. Eockwood ...
E/Cpl. Miller
Cpl. Farr
E/Cpl. Mitchell

The Final Result. 

Total...

80
105
125
125
125
125
685

Steamer's Point.
E/Cpl. Rowley
...
... 125
E/Cpl. Hassam
125
E/Cpl. Wilson
109
Cpl. Emery...
...
... 103
E/Cpl. Robinson ...
...
44
E/Cpl. Holmden
47
Total

553
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By way of conclusion we have to congratulate Corporals Crane,
Coleman, Kemp and Booth on their being appointed EanceSergeants
and we wish them as happy and enjoyable a time in their new home
as they have experienced in the Corporals' Mess.

" SCRIBE."

(Steamer's Point).
Here we are then ! Since arriving in Aden things have bucked up
enormously. Everyone at present has gone mad on Maximas, Bunny
hugs, etc.
We have practice dances every Thursday evening in the Gym, and
everyone is looking forward to, and preparing for the pukka jazz which
is to be held at the Crater on Albuhera Day, May 16th.
We shall all be lashed up in white suits and gold stripes and blue
patral caps which the C.O. has kindly granted the Corporals the privilege
of wearing. We shall be so smart that mother won't know us !
The only place where white suits are barred is at a " ramsammie "
as McEvans' draught doesn't make very good kunjee ! After the
"ransammie" which we are shortly holding EanceCpl. Woods is
giving us an exhibition of onemanaction in 20 sees. He may mean
the one man band of course but " one never knows."

Notice.

It is reported that E/Cpl. Bish was actually seen drinking a " pop ! "
Another date season will see him well away.

Things we want to know.
Is E/Cpl. Wilson "Tug" having an operation to have his chin
strap cut away from his chin ?
What did the " Mukko " say when asked by the coloursergeant
whether " he had ascertained precisely the number of rations placed
in this receptacle !''
Did Cpl. Booth write to the Benevolent Fund for a supply of glasses
for the Crater mess ? At present it works out (by algebra) one glass
between five.
The R.S.M. has come to Steamer's Point for four days' "rest." The
peace and quietness here agrees with him we hear. We've got some
fine sportsmen on the last draft among the Corporals—the more the
merrier we say—so Sing—Brothers—Sing.

THE REVEREND.

STEAMER'S POINT.
To give the troops some variety in amusement, a Dance Club has
been formed, and the first Whist Drive and Dance was held on Thursday
1st June, in the Garrison Theatre. Fourteen tables were all that could
be mustered for Whist but the Dance was a complete success, and the
Theatre was crowed out. We are to have one of these entertainments
every week.
E/Sgt. Coleman very ably acted as M.C. for the Dance and Sgt.
Shoobridge for the Whist Drive. E/Cpl. Diamond officiated at the
piano.
Water Polo is coming on in leaps and bounds. Both A and C
Companies can put up a first class team, and are not afraid of a match
against anyone.
No. 3 Platoon won the InterPlatoon Tie after a splendid game
with No. 2 Platoon. The score being 1—0. Sgt. MacMahon acted
as referee. It is a pity the crater is so far away, and so expensive for
getting teams backwards and forwards otherwise we should see more
teams down to challenge our supremacy. This Detachment boasts
that it can put the best team in Aden in the shade.
When we first started to play, we were an easy thing for the R.
Artillery, but now, although they have turned out the best team they
could find; and no mean players either; we have in two successive
matches beaten them; the first time by 3—nil, and the second by 4 to
2 8°ALS'

J. M.
A COMPANY.

Hear our gratest attraction is the Swimming Bath, and never a
day goes by without someone being in the water, attempting to learn
the art of throwing a Polo Ball.
The craze was first started by the C.S.M. Instead of the first
parade being an hour's P.T., we get first half of the hour P.T. and the
remainder is spent in the water. The C.S.M. is coaching our team,
and has got together a promising side.
Our first match against C we won by 4—0. Goal Scorer, Pte.
Marsh.
In the next, we were beaten by the R.G.A., a superior team, by
2—0.

And in the third we beat old friends C by 51. Goal Scorers being
Ptes. Marsh, 2, Hall 2, and Bushnell 1.
The Water Polo team selected is, C.S.M. Cook, goal; Ptes. Todd
and Taylor, backs; Medhurst, half; Marsh, Bushnell and Hall,
forwards.

Albuhera Day.

In the "Aquatic Sports" held on Albuhera Day, No. 1 Platoon
won the inter platoon relay race, with No. 2 Platoon a good second.
The teams consisted of four men. The distance for one man was two
lengths of the bath. No. 3 Platoon were leading all the way, and,
(Continued on next page.)
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on completion of the third lap, were a good half a length ahead. Pte.
Scally (No. 1 Platoon) then dived into the water. Pte. Shrew his
opponent was going splendidly and everyone thought it a win for No.
3 but Scally was the superior man. He swam the length and almost
caught his man but it was not before he turned for his second length
that he was able to take the lead which he retained to finish with a lead
of 1 /4 length.
Scally's other wins were 100 yds. race, life saving and plunging.
Pte. Taylor won the throwing of the Polo Ball. (He is one of the new
Poloists). Altogether we took off five of the right events.

The Harris Shield (Football).
It was decided at a meeting of the Regimental Games' Committee,
to start earlier this year in the competition for the Harris Shield. The
first event was Football. East year we were rather unfortunate as we
were unable tocompete in the football, owing to the nature of the ground.
It was a disappointment to the Company as we were practically level
with D Company and a game of football in hand but we had to
allow D Company to take the shield as they were leading in Points.
This year the football is to be played on a league system, Coys, to
play each other twice. In our first match webeat C Company 2 nil, but
in the second were beaten by B Company by 3—0.
In the third, our hardest game, we had a goalless draw with D.
In the second round against C Company, we were rather unlucky,
as two of our players were thrown out of a lorry, returning from the
Boxing Tournament, and were admitted to hospital. As'luck would
have it we had to start the game with nine men but after a few
minutes our other two players came on. The result of this match was
a draw 1—1. Our next match against B Company was also drawn
with the score 1—1.
Our last match against D Company was a clean, fast and interesting
game. D Company were the first to score, with a grand oblique shot
from the right, about 10 minutes after half time. But about five
minutes after, Et. Rowe equalised. Play then continued, fast and
even but a penalty awarded to D Company for a foul, gave them the
lead which they kept to the end. Result, D Company 2, A Company 1.
This puts us third in the league.
Our team at the finish of the competition was :—E Hubbard,
Todd, Hopper, Yates, Cpl. Searle, Bones, Reid, E Whittington, Scally,
E Rowe and Barrett.
F. E SEARLE, Cpl.

On May 19th the Company played Hockey against a weak side of
the 2/xix Punjabis, and won 3—0.
We have just started our Preliminary Training for the G.M.C.
Eieut. Eister has left us for a Musketry Course in India, and Eieut.
Knight proceeds on leave on June 1st.

D COMPANY.
Firstly, congratulations to our Football team which has won the
Harris Shield Football Competition, with 3 wins (against A, B and C),
two draws (against A and C) and one loss (against B). Eack of space
prevents descriptions of all the games being given. Suffice to say
that in every case the team played splendidly, and on every occasion
were well backed up by the Company on the touchline.
A most successful Company Whist Drive and Concert were held
during May. Pte. Wilding, Sergeant, Harvey and Russell won the
premier awards, with Ptes. Clayson and Dunk "boobies." After
a short interval after the whist drive Captain Rice made a brief speech
in reply to one by C.S.M. Simon—just from hospital. Followed the
Concert, with beer and sandwiches to " help it down like." Sgt. Smith
and E/cpl. Eockwood gave their B.A.D.S. turn ; E/cpl. Martin, Ptes.
Sargeant, Eee Bonner, Captain Rice and Eieut. Rowe also gave turns.
Concurrent with the above a platoon "sixes" competition was
carried out. No. 13 were the winners, with No. 16 second.
The company showed up well at the Novices' Boxing Competitions
held recently. Actual results will be found elsewhere in The Dragon.
But mention should be made of Tunnadine's plucky show against
Pte. Eay in a challenge fight for the Eight Weight Championship of the
battalion. Pte. Walter beat Pte. Harvey in the Heavies. The following
also fought:—E/cpl. Corrigan, Hart, A. W. J., Warrington and Chart.
Now that it is getting really warm in Aden there are but few games ;
the majority of the Company are to be found at the bathing pool of
an evening.

Personalia.
Captain Rice, Eieut. Brooke and Eieut. Cartwright left us in May
and proceeded on six months leave to England. Eieut. Rowe now
commands the company.
E/cpl. Trice is on a course in India.
C.S.M. Onion is well again after spending several weeks in hospital
with a poisoned thigh.
Sgt. Wilkins, at the time of writing, is in hospital. We hope his
recovery will be rapid.
E/cpl. Annan and E/cpl. Bromley are still in hospital, but hope to
be out fit soon.

The Babu's Request.

H

To

The C.O. addressing a New Draft.
B COMPANY.
The chief event during the past month has been the Harris Shield
Football Competition, in which we gained second place to " D " Coy.
Our team played well all through, although the forwards were ver\*
weak ; at least one of our draws might have been turned into a win
had they taken their chances. E/c Robertson, in goal, played wonder
fully well all through, and saved the side times out of number ; he has
improved tremendously during the last year.
The following represented the Coy. in the Competition :—E/cpl.
Robertson, Pte. Potter, Bdm, Meddle, Corporal Moore, Bdm. Baker,
E/cpl. Wilson, E/cpl. Cooper, Pte. Mallen, Pte. Atkins, Pte. Brown,
E/cpl. Eockwood, E/cpl. Argent, E/cpl. Randall, E/cpl. Roberts,
Pte. Beales.
We have to welcome Sgt. Mannering to the Company from "A"
Company.
Those of the Company who entered for the Novices Boxing did
very well, and in Ptes. Fane and Hearne we have two promising boxers.

ERE is another amusing specimen of Babu English
sent home to us from Iraq by Lt. E. Foster Hall

The Chief Engineer, G.H.Q., High,
Baghdad, Mesopotamia.
Respected Sir,
With most respectfully beg to bring the following
few lines for yours Honour kind consideration your
favourable orders. I have urgent business and when
I was working at Mesopotamia, Y.M.C.A., Sweet Shop,
Baghdad, just nearly Maude Bridge and my Name Ram
Singh, my house and home Hanooman Dhoaka Thanaity.
Sir when I was working at Mesopotamia Civilian jobs
at that time I put a friendship on the Baghdad and will
you kindly please send same Lady and if you did not
send this Lady I must complain Head Office, Simla.
If send for me I am glad so I beg to your honours. And
will you kindly please send for me for which act of kind
ness I will be ever thankful.
We beg to remain,
Respected Sir,
YOUR VY>ST OBEDIENT SUBJECT.

B. & W. FISKMOORE,
High Class Photographers,
Canterbury.

Tel. S37.
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THOMPSON BROS.
(Proprietor: H. Q. B. 8LADE)

MURDOCH'S MUSIC STORES
66 Sandgate Rd. & 37 Tontine St.,

FOLKESTONE

DAIRY 4 FARMERS
102, High Street, Sandgate
Deliveries twice daily in Sealed Bottles
to any part of Shorncliffe and District

"Quorn Toothpicks" Cigars
( Registered)
A mild cigar with character.

Length 6 ins.

To be obtained only from

J. H. G. HAMILTON
Wine Merchant

CANTERBURY

PIANOS

FOR SALE OR HIRE
"His Master's Voice," and all best makes of Gramo
phones and Records.

TUNINGS & REPAIRS

TEL. 481

Phone :—81, Canterbury.

GEORGE BROWNING
BUILDER & CONTRACTOR
ST. GEORGE'S PLACE

TELEPHONE 148 CANTERBURY

Telephone 95.

Telegrams:

A. GARDINER
[Late H. FunneU)

High Street,
SANDGATE

^
The Mark
~

°J J

OFFICERS' & SERGEANTS' MESSES
SUPPLIED

Handbooks are
always reliable and ujp
tp date.
Written by the Leading Military
Anthers.
Recognised throughout the Service
as Standard Works.

Excellence

Specialists in Military
it Printing & Stationery,

/TT

and Mutton
Corned Beef.

No. 2 Aldershot

THE ARMY PRINTERS
a n d PUBLISHERS

Best Homekilled English Beef

Pickled Tongues.

Telephone:

Gale & Polden Ltd.

FAMILY AND MILITARY
BUTCHER

38

Polden Aldershot

.
<1 WriteCatalogue
for Gomplete

All orders correctly and promptly
executed under expert supervision
Experts in Military Photography
"
_
...
Regiments and Corps visited on
appointment

WELLINGTON WORKS, ALDERSHOT
and at London & Portsmouth
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'S

B I N C

M I N E R A L WATERS

ST. LAWRENCE LAUNDRY CO LTD.
OLD DOVER ROAD
CANTERBURY

As supplied to the leading families of the
neighbourhood, the Officers' Messes, and the
principal Hotels and Clubs
OFFICERS' WORK A SPECIALITY
ooX»*o©~

E, BING & SON
Chemists, and Mineral Water
Makers
—
— CANTERBURY

INSPECTION INVITED

SUITS DRY CLEANED & PRESSED
EXPEDITIOUSLY A WELL
PHONE—45 CANTERBURY

CHARLES MATTOCKS

EYES FRONT !
You can save money on

MILITARY KIT
and
SPORTS' GOODS
FINN'S STORES,
ST. MARGARET'S STREET

; Gentlemen's Complete Outfitter, etc.,
Tailoring ready to wear or to measure

17 ST. MARGARET'S STREET
(Next to Royal Fountain Hotel),
CANTERBURY.
The Recognised House for:

CANTERBURY.

Simon Langton School Caps, Ties, Hose, etc.
"Men of Kent and Kentish Men's" Hat Bands,
Neckwear, etc.

E. JARRETT

WILLIAM LEFEVRE, LTD.

32 PALACE STREET, CANTERBURY
Greengrocer, Fruiterer,
and Potato Merchant
Families waited on daily
ESTABLISHED OVER

40

YEARS.

Precision

In a man is a result of punctually.
A good watch will make you punctual.
If you have a good wateh, treasure it,
If not, write to us for particulars
And prices of our preeise timekeepers.

Wm. POLLARD
Goldsmith and Silversmith

i 53 St. George's Street, Canterbury

Call attention to their departments for

HOUSEHOLD LINEN, DRAPERY,
FURNITURE, FLOOR COVERINGS,
BEDSTEADS and BEDDING
AND

COSTUMES, BLOUSES, MILLINERY

AND
Everything for Ladies' & Children's wear
There is a larger variety at lower
prices to be seen in the shops and
windows of William Lefevre, Ltd. in
Guildhall Street and Sun Street.
All prices are invariably the keenest
in the district and the courtesy and
attention given to customers by our
excellent staff make shopping here a
pleasure
.

Patterns, Quotations and Estimates are gladly sent
to enquirers. Carriage is paid on all goods and post
orders have very careful attention

WILLIAM LEFEVRE, L T D 
Guildhall & Sun St., Canterbury
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The Ladies.
r I THIS month, I am indebted to Mrs. E. H. Finch
I
Hatton for the accompanying delightful photo
graph of her two little daughters Ann and Essex with
their friend Dusky.

AGISTER Lark
1KL
Went out in the dark
With a glow worm to show him the way
He met his love
A pretty white dove
And then he flew away.
7^ HERE was a Nurse
J
Who had a purse
Brim to the top with money
She went to a shop
To buy Ginger Pop
And also Jam and Honey.
OUR PAGE.

[Photo by FiskMoore.]

ANN,

ESSEX

AND

DUSKY.

Ann, the elder of the two, can be said to be very
closely associated with the Regiment, as she was horn
a Buff with the 1st Battalion in Dublin on the 12th
December, 1912.
In Fermoy, during the ten days preparatory to war
being declared in August, 1914, Ann assisted at the
Mobilisation in Barracks, and cheered on the officers
and men by banging a stick on the ground and shouting
" Down with the Germans ! Down with the Kaiser !
Hurrah for the King." She was then aged one year and
eight months !
She also saw the Regiment off, supposedly to the
Front, but had the happiness of rejoining the Buffs at
Cambridge very shortly after, where the 6th Division
remained for nearly three weeks before finally embarking
for France. Here she saw the Divisional March, no
doubt well remembered by many, which formed a
complete loop of no less than 13 miles.
Among her other varied experiences in Wartime was
being bombed by a German Taube in Dover at 11 a.m.,
and going through the first Zeppelin raid on Hull at dead
of night. The latter very naturally considerably shook
her nerves and affected her for some time after.
She is now domiciled in East Kent and hopes to
continue her friendship with Buffs, past, present, and
future.
Essex has only lately made acquaintance with Buffs
to any great extent. At the age of six weeks, she was
conveyed to Edinburgh and there, during the last eighteen
months of war, she and Ann saw many strange sights
from the Forth and the Berwick. Here, the Grand Fleet,
aeroplanes, Zepps, etc., were so common overhead
as to be even rather boring. In the land of the J ocks,
at this time it will be remembered the Buffs were being
represented by Brig.General Finch Hatton and Major
Booth.
Both Ann and Essex are devoted to animals and have
a large assortment of pets—rabbits, chickens, etc., and
they both love games, riding, dancing and acting, and
take great interest in birdlife and animal life and flowers.
Ann already has become a landgirl of no small experience
taking her full share in the work of the neighbouring farm;
whilst Essex bids fair to become a poetess of future
renown. At the early age of five seldom a day passes
without her cheery little self breaking into verse, and
here are two of her latest.

I am also indebted to Mrs. E. H. Finch Hatton for
the following letter :—
" Having read your appeal for suggestions as to how
the Radies Page might be made more interesting, do
you not think that it would add very greatly to the in
terest of this page, if the Eadies of the Battalions now
serving overseas, at Constantinople, Aden, and else
where, would contribute items of news, as to their doings,
their social events, and life in general; as to how they
housekeep and shop, etc., and how the children thrive
in different surroundings, with photos and stories of
their little " Buffers " ?
True, only one or two of the Officers' wives have been
able to go to Constantinople, but perhaps, amongst them,
there is one who can be persuaded to send you an article
on that station from the Woman's point of view. And
I am sure, the same sort of thing would be equally
welcome from Aden, where thanks to the good offices
of General Paget, the 2nd Battalion married families
are now happilv settled."
All, I feel sure, will agree that this is a most ex
cellent suggestion, and I can only hope it may he taken
up by the readers of this page overseas generally, as
the experiences of Buff wives in other parts of the world
would also make the most excellent reading.
CAPT. STRETTEEE'S RESPONSE.

The following letter has reached me from Capt.
Strettell as a result of my remarks in last month's Dragon.
Now that he has given the lead, perhaps others would
like to follow, thereby helping the Benevolent Fund
in the most excellent and much needed work.
Dear Madam,
. .
Here is 2/6 towards your new subscription lor the
Benevolent Fund. I hope it bears fruit.
Yours sincerely,
ERIC VSTRETTEEE.

AND A QUERRY.

One of my correspondents asks :—
I am wondering whether other officers wives think
with me that it would be a welcome innovation, if, on
the day of the Dragon Club Dinner, an at Home should
be held in the afternoon for both officers and their wives .

J. HUNT & SONS
D r a p e r s ,

fibe n ' s

Ibosiers

Ibouse tfurntsbers
LARGE STOCKS OF
RELIABLE & HIGH CLASS GOODS
AT POPULAR PRICES

j—0 Mercery Lane, CANTERBURY
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Enquiry Bureau,
Steady The Buffs.

A

READER having asked for authentic information
as to the origin of " Steady The Buffs," a saying
known all the world over, we have set about to try and
obtain this with the following results.
We find that exactly the same query was raised in the
J une Dragon of 1887 vide the following extract taken
from that number :—
" What is the origin of " Steady The Buffs ? " It
is about the best known catch phrase in the Service,
but beyond hearing it vaguely described as having
originated from some incident in the Peninsula nothing
very definite seems to be known about it. Will some
well informed correspondent kindly oblige ? "
In the July Dragon of 1887 the following appeared
"Steady The Buffs" still remains an unsolved
problem. No correspondent has come to the front,
but we have been informed verbally that the incident
whatever it may be—that gave rise to it, occurred at
Vimeira, at Albuehera, at Punniar, in the Crimea,
at a review in Hyde Park, when the Regiment was
advancing, when the Regiment was retiring, and on a
variety of other occasions."
Then in the May Dragon of 1888 we come across the
following correspondence :—
To the Editor of The Dragon.
Sir,
,
It having come to my knowledge, that some time
ago^ you were enquiring the origin of the old regimental
saying " Steady The Buffs." I beg to give you the
following, (if not too late)which I have received from an
" Old Buff " who was present on the occasion referred
to :—
Whilst the Army under General Elphinstone was
advancing on Afghanistan, at the outbreak of the first
Afghan war, a grand field day was held in honour of
Runjett Singh, on the plains of Ferozepore. During
the course of the manoeuvres The Buffs were retiring in
column, their retreat being .covered by a charge of the
9th Dancers and Skinners Horse. In charging, the
men of Skinners Horse gave vent to a most unearthly
yell, which quite startled everyone, the Dancer's horses
bolted in all directions, and The Buffs momentarily
halted, a great many of the men looking round to see
from whence the noise proceeded, and the ranks got
slightly confused, when the voice of the Colonel—Sir
James Denis—was heard to ring out "Steady The
Buffs! Steady! if all the Runjetts in the world were
charging down, Steady! " At the sound of the well
known voice everyone looked straight to his front,
and the movements were proceeded with as steadily as if
nothing had happened.
As the Regiment was marching past at the con
clusion of the review, Runjett Singh was struck with
amazement, and exclaimed " it's one foot, one leg, one
arm, one body and one head,  in fact its one man! "
and he asked the General in command to name his sum,
as he wished to purchase the Regiment outright from
Colonel to down Drummer Boy.
Yours truly,
KingstononThames.
A. E. COEEEY.
May 4th, '88.
We are very much obliged to our correspondent
for his interesting letter. We ourselves incline to believe
that the term " Steady The Buffs " was already a well
known saying at the time of the first Afghan war; but,
in any case, the above incident is an interesting bit of
Regimental history which we are glad to record.—
EDITOR.

Then, as a result of us asking for information in our
last isisue, a correspondent sends us the following three
suggested solutions:—
(1) Possibly " The Buffs," being rather a catchy .
name, has attached itself to the word steady,
thus making a catchy phrase.
(2) That it was a command given to the Regiment
at the battle of Albuera.
(3) That the Regiment was once brigaded at some
peace evolutions with a North Cork Militia
Regiment. The colonel of the Buffs shouted
out when the regiment was moving too fast
"Steady The Buffs," whereupon the North
Corks Colonel followed suit with " Steady the
North Carks.
So, taking things all round, we don't seem to get
much " forrarder," and we have asked the Historical
Research Committee if they can oblige.

Army Fable§.
The Story of " The SweetYoung Thing."
BY HAWKEYE.

r THHERE were once two Young Fellows who had
__L taken up the profession of soldiering and belonged
to the same crush.
And their battalion was stationed in a certain:
Garrison town which was a dreary spot, for the girls
were few and out of all proportion to the number of
eligible young soldiers anxious to transfer to the married
quarters. Therefore the,re was a rush for the goods.
Now the two, young fellows both possessed entirely
different temperaments.
No. 1 was a firework, a regular exploding dum with
plenty of ginger in him, and my word couldn't he judge
form. .
.
When it came to getting the girls he was right there.
But young fellow No. 2 was just the opposite. . He
had an eye for the sweet young things but he lacked
nerve, his hand got clammy if one of them threw him
an optic and he sortof lacked confidence. . No. 1 was
a great talker and always drew an encore from the
ladles, but No. 2 was never called on for a speech after
he had presented his show.
Now there was initiated a regimental hop to which
both young fellows were invited and at which there were
many models on view, and an opportunity was presented
to get together.
And it so happened that both young fellows were
harpooned by the charms of a Street young thing with a
saucy smile and there was soon instituted a competition
for a capture.
So No. 1 went right in and put down his heavy
barrage. He didn't give her time to think but boldly
asked for Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 on her programme.
He got them through his audacity, No. 2 young fellow
couldn't pluck up courage enough to ask for more than
one dance, so he had to content himself with hanging
around the edge of the crowd. He managed to get a few
words in and he thought she showed marked sympathy.
But No. 1 soon butted, in and made her forget it. He
hustled things, and kept up a hot pace.
No. 1 made headway and No. 2 was forced to play
the silent partner game, with an occasional look in,
just to keep his spirits up and to help to swell the crowd.
Did he pull himself together, and take a leaf out of
the other fellow's book? No. He had not gained
sufficient confidence. The consequence was he was
soon left well down the course.
No. 1 romped home in a canter and hooked a good
catch, No. 2 was an also ran.
Moral: Put down a good barrage before storming
the position.
:e
(With acknowledgements to " The Cologne Post." Ed.)
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Mutt and Jeff.

THE DEPOT CRICKET WEEK, 1922.
FIXTURES.
Aug. 19th.
Past and Present Buffs Cricket Mateh.
„ 21st & 22nd. A Buffs' XI. v. Royal West Kent Regt.
„ 23rd A 24th. A Buffs' XI. v. Hythe Small Arms School.
.. 25th.
The Depot Sports.
SOCIAL ARRANGEMENTS.
On Saturday, 19th at the Past and Present Cricket Match, Lunch
and Tea will be available on the Ground for all old Buffs present and
their friends. Prices 1/6 and 6d. respectively.
ACCOMMODATION.
Accommodation in Barracks will be available for the nights of
Saturday and Sunday, the 19th and 20th, for all old Buffs who may
care to stay over the weekend.

Further particulars of the Week will appear in the August Dragon.
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Pick of the Basket.
THE BUFFS AND ETONIANS.

Dear Sir,
v
. .
Having recently acquired a copy of " Etonians who
fought in the Great War " (a very beautiful book, pub
lished by the Medici Society), I have taken the trouble
to make a list of; Etonians who fought in the Buffs, ,
and thinking it mightbe of interest to your readers
enclose it herewith. Out of a total of 42, 6 would appear,
to have been regulars, 9 were in the; \ 0th Battalion
(East Kent Mounted Rifles), and 27 temporary. Only;
those Yeomanry officers, who are known to have fought'
with the 10th Battalion are included.
I am, Sir,
'
Yours faithfully,
.
1

18 Queensgate Place,
S.W.7.

,

THE BENEVOEENT FUND.

Sir,

F. WENTWORTH.

^

BrandfordGriffith, W., Eieut.

Eoyd, C. E, Eieut.
Burnside, E. B. C. ,Capt., (killed) Marchant, H. S., Eieut. (killed)
Campbell, D. S., M.C., Capt. (10th) Marsham, C. H. Bullock, Capt.(10th
Cattley, C. F., M.C., Major (killed) MenkesJones, EF., Eieut.
Cronk, W. G., 2/Eieut. (killed)
Messel, E. C. R., O.B.EEieut.Col.
ffrench Blake,A.O.'B.,Et.Col.,(lOth)Mitchell, R. W., Eieut. (10th killed)
Garle, J. A. B., Capt. (10th)
Mdnms,.J. E, Capt.
Goschen, Hon.G.J.2/Et. (killed)  Napier, R. A., Eieut. (10th) .
Guuther, N.Q.F.,M.C. 2/Et. (10th) Nisbet, F. C., Pte.
Norbury, P. G., Eieut. (killed)
Hall, P. S. B., Capt. (killed)
Norrie,G.S.Moke,2/Et. (killed)*
Hamilton, J., Capt.
Price, R. K., Capt.
Hardy, H. S., M.C.. Major
Eieut.
Harvey
A.KCaptv (killed) Reay, C. H.
X X H 1 V C Y  James,
J
^A., —
Hatfield, C. E,M.C,Capt. (killed) Rice, E. D., Ece.Cpl.
Robertson,
M.
S.,
Jackson, J.. V. R., Major
^ Pte.
Robinson, Hon. H.EJ.,2/Et. (killed)
Jessel, G., M.C., Eieut.
Ryder, A. E Dudley, Capt.
Kekewich, H., Capt (killed)
Samboume, R. H., Capt.
Eee, G., D.S.O., M.C., Major
Teynham, Eord, Major
Eeigh, C. Egerton, Eieut.
Whatman, A. D., Major
Eoder, N. W., Eieut.
Wheler, C. W. G. H., Capt. (10th)
Eoyd, A. T.,,Capt. (killed)

*Of a total of 1,157 Etonians who lost their lives in the
war, 2/Lieut. Moke Norrie was the youngest.'

Referring to the Balance Sheet of the money taken
at the sideshows on Albuhera Day, which appeared in
the last issue of The Dragon, I should Uke to draw your
attention to the amount taken by " The Ducky Spin,"
of which I was in charge. It. shows* 9d. only, whereas
it should read £1 0s. 9d.
'
A. JONES, Sergt., 
Depot The Buffs.
[We apologise for this error and congratulate Sgt.
Jones on the success of his welcome .effort on behalf of the
Fund. Ed.]
BATMAN.

Sir,

' # ;
.
With reference to the derivation or the word." Bat
man " in your April issue, I asked an American officer
in France why they called their soldier .servants
" strikers," and he said " Say ! we got that from you,
only' we play baseball in the States instead of cricket."
. So they evidently think" that " batman is derived
from " batsman."
.
Yours, etc.,
W. H. TREVOR,

Dt.Col.
.

AN ADDRESS WANTED.

Dear Sir,
I am anxious to obtain the present address of late
No. 3713 Drummer Zalotynski, who enlisted in The
Buffs in 1891, and who was discharged on Completion of,
service in 1903, and would be obliged if you could seek
this information in your Columns.
(Sd.) R. G. GRAHAM,
Depbt'Recruiting Staff.

The Army Encyclopaedia.

THE THURSDAY HOEIDAY.

Dear Sir,

' With reference to the letter from A.H.B. in your
April number, in which he mentions the Thursday
Holiday. This question was raised in the 50th issue of
The Dragon on May 31st, 1891, which unfortunately
is missing from my volumes. Two answers are however '
given in the 51st issue and I reproduce them here verbatim.
1. In reply to Reader, the common tradition is that
the .ate Sir Charles Napier, when Commander in Chief
in India, was much exercised in his mind about Officers"
going out shooting on Sundays. He therefore instituted
the Thursday holiday, so that there should be no excuse
for their doing so.
Signed H.B.
2. With reference to the subject tin last, .month's,
Dragon (Why Thursday is observed as an holiday),
It is because in the time of Dord Canning, when
England was at war with the Indian Empire, and when
the war was at an end, rebellion was put down, the
noise of arms was no longer heard, when the enemies of
the State had persisted in their last struggle, order was
reestablished, and peaceful pursuits had everywhere
been resumed. There was issued a proclamation to the
effect:—
' ;
# .
That the Viceroy and GovernorGeneral in Council
desire that' (Thursday) be observed as a,day of General
Thanksgiving for these great blessings5, and as a holiday
throughout British India, by all faithful subjects of the
Queen.
Yours faithfully,
DITARIAN.

The latter appears to be the most genuine, though
the former appeals to me more.

Yours
E FOSTER HAEE, Dt.,
(The Buffs)

HEED.—That part of the Army boot which will
A JRCARFK
V|1 O PLRL XX&

HEDDENIST.—A skilled exponent of the Greek
 language; This word, in shortened form, is in extensive
use among military exponents of the English language,
and is a possible derivative.
HOUSEWIFE (HUSSIF).—A tangled mixture of
cotton and wool; contained in a small jdoth case, and
marked with a man's regimental number for use at Kit
inspections. The; variety of the mixture is occasionally
extended by the presence of a button or two or a rusty
needle.
The housewife is also termed a hussy, a term which
it is very unsaf e however, to apply to those of the human
variety.
' '
HYTHE.—A Kent town noted for its Small Arms
School, and, for the prevalence of incessant high wind.
This wind has a remarkable effect upon visitors, the
majority of whom, however, gradually become more
or less acclimatised.
Some visitors, on the other hand, succumb com
pletely from the first, and are forced to depart almost
immediately on arrival, never to return.
INEEDIBDE PENCID.—Much in favour in the
Army as a rough and ready substitute for the pen,
owing to the unlikelihood of its writing becoming effaced.
Particularly useful for compiling rolls which have to be
called on a wet night.
INVENTORY BOARD.—A piece of blackened
wood nailed to the back of the door.
KAISER.—The man whose biggest mistake was
founded on a " premature conclusion."
KIP —A form of eyesight training which jis very
popular amongst the rank and file, but which is# not
encouraged to any great extent by the authorities.
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Past and Present Association.

W

IFF all those who are coming to Canterbury for
Past and Present cricket match, and want
accommodation for the weekend, kindly let me know
as soon as possible ?
*

*

*

*

What about October and the Annual Dinner ? Well
what about it ? Whose going ? Fet's hear from you !
Time's going on !
Come yourselves and bring all the old Buffs yon can.
Here is the Place and Date : Saturday, October
7th, Cannon Street Hotel.
*

*

*

*

And don't forget the procession to Cenotaph White
hall in the afternoon, to place a wreath in memory of
old pals. Anyone wishing to subscribe to the wreath
should send remittance to Editor, Dragon. Full details
of meeting place, time of leaving, etc., will be published
later.
^
^
$
With reference to the suggestion in last Month's
Dragon that the addresses of all Buffs should be obtained
prior to discharge for transfer to the Army Reserve,
in prewar days this was quite an easy matter, and
records were always kept. But things are different now.
Men are invalided home from abroad and go to various
hospitals, from whence they are discharged, and the
first intimation received as to their discharge is from
Records after the man has left.
Recently 100 men arrived at the Depot at 6 p.m. for
immediate discharge. These men had to be discharged
by the following day. It was impossible to get at these
men and get home addresses, etc., owing to the rush in
fitting them with plain clothes and other duties. These
are the people whose addresses I want. Also those who
have been away on detached duties and discharged
direct from the Department under which emploved
*
*
*
*
The suggestion of each Battalion holding a certain
number of Badges for issue on receipt of subscription is
a good one and would save much trouble and postage
*
*
*
*
Minter (late storeman H Coy. 2/Bn.) called at the
Depot the other day looking for work. Times are very
hard for old Buffs just now.
*

*

*
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Colonels of the Buffs.
No. 12. Lieut.General Sir Charles Wills, Colonel
of The Buffs, 17161726.
"tiHARFES Wills was born at St. Gorran, Cornwall,
J in 1666. His father farmed his own lands, with,
we gather, only moderate success, and his estate
became encumbered with debts; so much so that,
at the revolution, he offered his services and those of six
of his sons (history does not state what was the total
number of his family) to the Prince of Orange.
Charles Wills was a born soldier and more successful
than most, for not only was he buried in Westminster
Abbey, but he left a considerable fortune behind him,
which . was the subject of a lawsuit. He is chiefly
famous for the capture of Preston at the end of 1715.
At the time when this town was taken by the J acobites,
Charles Wills was commanding the forces in Cheshire ;
he at once assembled his forces at Manchester and
marched on Wigan. He was however only enabled
to take Preston by the timely arrival of General Ford
Carpenter, by forced marches, from Durham. The
credit for the unconditional surrender of the garrison
of the town was given to Wills, to the great chagrin of

(

*

All will regret to hear that R.S.Major Tom Groom
bridge and Mrs. Groombridge are both seriously ill.
We wish them both a speedy recovery. Tom is in
hospital at Richmond I believe.

,

/v>.>v>?

A CRICKET MATCH.

As a result of a suggestion in this column that a
Cricket match might be played between a team of
Old Buffs and the Depot Sergeants' Mess, a most en
joyable and interesting afternoon was .spent on the
Depot Ground on the afternoon of J une 24th, when Capt.
Baird brought along his team of the Old Brigade recruited
from the district. It was a great game too, the veterans
with a score of 57 running out the winners by a narrow
margin of 4 runs.
The Sergeants' Mess entertained the visitors to
tea, and here are the names of those who took the field
together with the number of runs scored by each.
Sergeants' IVSess.
Sgt. Maillard (0), C.S.M. Couchman (3), R.S.M.
Dare (1), Sgt.Dr. Clayton (0), Sgt. Denny (30), C.Q.M.S.
Jones (1), W.O. Collins (4), Sgt. Beasley (8), C.S.M.
Follett (5), C.Q.M.S. Bridgland (not out 0), Sgt. Herbert
The Old Brigade.
Pte. Seary (4), O. Templeton (23), Ft. Martin (2),
Ft.Col. Friend (8), Capt. Baird (12 not out), C.Q.M.S.
McDermott (0), Sgt. Huntlev (7), Major Chapman(l),
Pte. Colthup (0), F/C. Carpenter (0), Pte. Farrow (0).
A. ANDREWS, R.Q.M.S.,
Hon. Secretary.

;

.

*<..v<



General Carpenter who was not only the senior hut got no
thanks whatever for his share in the affair. Wills was
at once promoted Fieut.General, and in January 1716
was made colonel of the Buffs. He was promoted
colonel of the Grenadiers in 1726 and died, unmarried,
in 1741, having represented Totnes in Parliament since
1714.
During this period the regiment was at first employed
in " cleaning up " after the rebellion in Scotland, and
was quartered at Aberdeen until the autumn of 1716
when it began a series of moves, halting a few months at
Newcastle, Carlisle, Manchester, Portsmouth and finally,
towards the end of 1718, arrived at Exeter. The follow
ing year they were engaged in Spain at the capture
of Vigo, Rondendella and Pont a vedra and returned to
the west of England in November. They were reviewed
by King George I. on Salisbury Plain in the summer of
1722 and remained in the west country until 1726 when
the regiment marched into Yorkshire and was quartered
at Feeds and Beverley.
F.W.T.
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"Beneath Bell Harry."
Unfortunately, we are losing our hardworking and
CERTAIN
well
trusty Groundsman, Pte. Bowman, who has so success
known man had
A
been staying with friends fully competed with our field for the past year. We

near Dartmoor, and
when he came back,
went to a Committee
Meeting.
He
was
called upon to make an
address and said, " I am
afraid I am not very
well up in current events
as I have just come
back from Dartmoor;"
and then he wondered
why there was a hurst of
ribald laughter.
I too have just
come back from leave
near Dartmoor, and find
myself in the same em
barrasing situation as
the man mentioned above. I came back full of beams
and itching to get back to work as we all are after a dose
of leave. I found in my letterrack about forty un
opened letters including an income tax return—this was
quite easy to fill in as I have exhausted what income
I had during the time I was on leave. The other letters
were bills of course.
p After a day at the Depot I had almost forgotten that
I had been on leave. Everything is unaltered. The
little cobwebs I used to admire in odd corners of barracks
are still there. No hot and cold water has been laid on
during my absence. Mutt and Jeff are still alive. The
only additions to the place that I could find were about
a hundred more cats and several more dogs.
I see by Part II orders that there are one or two
more babies. However, one soon loses count of these.
In fact to tell you the truth, I am not at all sorry to be
back under the shadow of Bell Harry.
WHITSUNTIDE AT THE DEPOT.

The majority of the Dopot were able tospend the delightful Whitsun
weather at their homes this year, only a small proportion being retained
for essential duties. Heave was granted from Friday to Whit Monday
night. For those that remained behind, the Commanding officer
organised an outing for Monday, which took the form of a motor ride
to Dymchurch, where a most enjoyable day was spent by the sad (sic)
sea waves. Games of rounders, cricket, etc., were held on the fine
stretch of sand, the ladies taking part. The presence of a Round
about on the land added to the gaity and bathing was also very popular.
On Tuesday a married families outing to Whitstable, also organised
by the Commanding Officer, was a source of delight to all who attended.
The motors departed at 10 a.m. and left Whitstable for home at 7.30
p.m. The Commanding Officer and Adjutant arrived during the
festivities, and stayed some time. An hours' yachting was one of the
items on the programme. (Casualities, 2 seasick).
All partook of an enjoyable tea at the Blue and White Tea Rooms,
which was provided free for the trippers.

CRICKET.

The cricket news for this month has been most
exciting though perhaps not too successful for the
Depot. Sgt. Major Bennett and Willie Martin have
rendered us great assistance.
In the Goodnestone match we narrowly scraped a win
by 1 run after a long argument between C.S.M. Follett
and the Goodnestone umpire regarding the value of
certain fours and Sixes !
The St. Fawrence team became very worried on
June 1st as our tail wagged so furiously.
The Wye College and the Floyds Bank teams proved
much too powerful and gave us a hasty hammering.
The second Fittlebourne match was another exciting
finish ending in a win by 8 runs.

shall all miss him terribly and join in wishing him good
fortune in civil life.
Results.
v. Goodnestone, C.C. 27/5/22 at Goodnestone.

Depot won by 1 run. Scores 109 to 108.
Top Scores. Pte. Woods 19, Major Eee 20. Et. Willows 27, Et.
Chester 8 wickets for 77 runs.

v. St. Lawrence Thursday Team. 1/6/22 at St.
Lawrence.
Depot lost by 12 runs. Scores 190 to 202. (Declared for 8)
Top Scores, R.S.M. Dare 56, Sgt. Denny 33, and Sgt. Maillard 47.

v.

Wye College.

3/6/22

at Depot.

Depot lost, 97 runs and 3 wickets. Scores 100 to 197 for 8 wickets.
Top Scores, Major Eee 18 runs, C.S.M. Bennett not out 50.

v. Heme Bay C. C. 10/6/22 at Depot

Depot lost by 16 runs. Scores 141 to 155.
Top Scores, Et. Davies 20, Sgt. Maillard 18, R.S.M Dare 30.

v. Lloyds Bank. 15/6/22 at Depot.

Depot lost by 219 runs and 3 wickets. Scores 35 to 254 for 8 wickets.
Top Scores, Major Eee not out 13.

v. Littlebourne C. C. 17/6/22 at Depot.

Depot won by 7 runs. Scores 127 to 134.
Top Scores, C.S.M. Couchman 31. C.S.M. Bennett 38.

DEPOT RECRUITS' BOXING COMPETITION.

A remarkable fine spirit was the outstanding feature
of the feast of boxing provided at the Depot on the
22nd and 23rd., and 24th May, in the InterSection
Challenge Shield Competition. The fine show witnessed
has indeed made us all feel proud of our recruits. Science
was, on the whole, not quite so much in evidence as
pluck and dogged determination to win, but this
enchanced rather than marred the enthusiasm of the
fortunate spectators, and the remark made by Major
Guy Fee, D.S.O., the Commanding Officer at the Close
of the last day, to the effect that " he would guarantee
that no Depot in the United Kingdom or elsewhere
would have put up a more sportsmanlike show," was
more than justified. Certain it is that boxing has
caught on, and the enthusiasm of the recruits for this
splendid sport is very gratifying and bodes well for the
future of the Regiment.
A special word of commendation, must be accorded
to Boy Cummins, who pluckily volunteered to box
with Pte. Bartlett, and put up a very good effort indeed.
Bartlett had reached the final of the middleweights
without fighting.
The referee, however, decided that
Bartlett would have to meet someone before fighting
in the Competition, and Cummins, who gave away
much weight, took him on, though only a boy. The
pluckiness of his action will be appreciated when it is
pointed out that Bartlett won the final bout in the
middleweights !
RESUETS.

FlyWeights.

Is* Series.—Dixon beat Inge. Hunt, Fagg, and Finnis byes.
Semifinals.— Dixon unfit, Hunt a walkover; Finnis beat Fagg
after a determined fight.
Final.—Hunt's slogging tactics paid and he was awarded the fight
against Finnis.

BantanWeights.

1st Series—Wickens beat Twyman ; Taylor beat E. Symmonds ;
Hudson beat Bartlett; Bell beat Howard ; Stubberfield beat Douglas
Patterson. H. Clarke and C. Simmonds byes.
2nd Series.—Taylor beat Wickens ; Bell beat Hudson ; Stubberfield
beat Patterson ; Clarke unfit, Simmonds a walkover.
Semifinals—Taylor beat Bell. Stubberfield quite outclassed
Simmonds.
Final.—Stubberfield was hurt in the semifinal and Taylor got
a walkover.
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FeatherWeights.

Is* Series.—Hird beat Gillis; Benton beat Pryor ; Wright knocked
out Kite; Brawn beat Mabbit; Revell beat Raite; Sinstead beat King.
Morrison, Hatherley, Rigden, Jackson, Chivers, Bradley, Farbrace,
Thompson, Collard and Owen byes.
2nd Series.—Hird unfit, Benton a walkover ; Brawn beat Wright;
Sinstead absent, Morrison a walkover ; Rigden beat Hatherley ; Chivers
beat Jackson ; Farbrace unfit, Bradley a walkover ; Revell beat Owen.
3rd Series.—Benton beat Brawn; Rigden beat Morrison ; Bradley
beat Chivers ; Thompson beat Revell.
Semifinals.—Benton unfit, Rigden walkover. Bradley beat Thomp
son.
Final.—Bradley, injured in the semifinal, conceded the fight to
Rigden.

LightWeights.

Is/ Series.—Moat beat Rook; Taft beatCloake; Skeer beat Thornton ;
Walker knocked out Cook; Foreman beat Bygrave; Hogben beat
Down ; D. Cox beat Hinman ; Betts knocked out Suter ; Cable beat
Cairney ; Cooper beat Cox ; Jones beat Plarnden ; Hoskins beat Creswell;
Quelleren beat Miller; Worth, Ward and Wright byes.
2nd Series.—Taft and Skeer walkovers; Hogben beat Foreman ;
D. Cox, walkover ; Cooper beat Cable ; Hoskins beat Jones ; Quelleren
beat Worth; Ward beat Wraight.
3rd Series.—Taft beat Skeer ; Cox beat Hogben ; Hoskins injured,
Cooper a walkover ; Quelleren knocked out Ward in five seconds.
Semifinals.—Cox beat Taft. Quelleren was knocked out in the
first round by Cooper.
Final.—Cox knocking out Cooper in the first few seconds.

WelterWeights.

ls£ Series.—Deverson beat Golding; Hoy beat Brooks; Aldridge
beat Faulkner ; Elliot unfit. A. Hudson a walkover; Gardner beat
Flanders ; Fuller, Reilly and Moore byes.
2nd Series.—Hoy beat Deverson ; Aldridge absent, Hudson a walk
over. Gardner absent, Fuller a walkover ; Reiller unfit, Moore a
walkover.
Semifinals.—Hudson beat Hoy. Moore beat Fuller.
Final.—Hudson beat Moore.

iViiddie Weights c

Is* Series.—Ashby beat Arnold. Cole J. Bartlett and Hodkin
byes.
Semifinals.—Cole beat Ashby. Hodkin was ordered to " scratch "
on medical grounds.
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Final.—Cole v. Bartlett; Bartlett floored his man twice in the
first round, but Cole fought like a tiger in the second round. The
third round was particularly fierce and points were so even that an
extra round of halfaminute was ordered. One of the best bouts
of the series went to Bartlett.

Section Results.
No. 2 Section, A Company (Sergeant Jones), by totalling 47 points,
gained two points towards the Challenge Shield, and No. 4 Section,
A Company (Segt. Osborne), with 40 points, one point. No. 4 Section,
B Company (Sergt. MorgSn) were a close third, with 39 points.
At the conclusion it was announced that the finalists and semi
finalists would receive prizes, whilst prizes given by the officers and
the Sergeants' Mess, would be awarded to the following good losers
Faulkner, Worth, Hudson, Patterson and Brawn. Major Bee paid
a tribute to the organising work of Eieut. Cass, Sergt. Springett, the
whippersin and the register keeper, and congratulated the lads upon
the sportsmanlike show they had given.

THE SERGEANTS' MESS.
The only news worth mentioning this month, apart from Cricket,
concern Sergeant Maillard's score at shooting, Sergeant Beasley's at
billiards, and that of the members of the mess generally at tennis.
Sergeant Maillard has again qualified for the wooden spoon, and
is seriously thinking of claiming it outright, while Beasley has won the
Mess Billiard Handicap, with shots rather more accurate.

Cricket.
The Sergeants' Mess met the Eesser Stour Cricket Club on 7 th
June at the Depot and won comfortably by 115 runs to 66 ; the chief
scorers were R.S.M. Dare, 27, and W.O. Collins 39, the latter of whose
bowling average worked out at 6'6 and Sgt. Denny's 5'6.
A most enjoyable match against the Small Arms School, Hythe,
took place at Canterbury on 31st May and resulted in a win for the
Depot by 177 runs to 52.
The chief scorers for the Depot were R.S.M. Dare and Sergeant
Denny, who ran up 57 each, while the top score for the School was
Kingsbury's 14.
Among the visitors were our old friends of the 1st Battalion, R.S.M.
^Owen, and C.Q.M.S. Warner, who are now both on the Staff of the
School.

The Depot Hockey XS. 192122.
(Standing)—
Cpl. J. McNeir, D.C.M.
F/Cpl. R. Adams.
Rev. C. F. CooperHunt, C.F.
C.O.M.S. W. Tones.
(Sitting)—
C.S.M. B. Couchman. Ft. J. R. Willows. Sgt.Dr. G. Clayton. Capt. E. F. D. Strettell. Ft. R. M. Webster.
(In Front)—
Dr. E. J. Phillpot. Dr. J. Richards. Ft. H. A. Price.
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In the Early Eighties.

WONDER if those who join the Army in these
days take as much interest in the doings of their
forefathers of forty years ago as I think that we, the
said forefathers, would have taken in the daily regimental
life of the somewhat dim period of the years just pre
ceding and following 1840, a halfway time between the
battle of Waterloo and the Crimea. But I can recall
nothing which we heard of that period ; the Crimean
War had intervened and the generation which I joined
dated from the Crimea in both its military and social
ideas.
Photography and regimental newspapers have for
many years past recorded the current life of a regiment
in a way which was unknown in the middle of last century,
and for that reason the soldier of 1922 would have
more in common with the soldier of 1880, than the
latter had with the soldier of 1840. Further the period
beginning with the early eighties is a very definite period,
one of constant and progressive training, as we now
see it to have been, for the Great War, a War which
wise men foresaw and prepared for.
The present day soldier is probably himself beginning
a new era, still it may interest him to hear something
of the Regiment of the early eighties, just a few memories
recalled by one who joined the Army in those days.
After the Zulu War, the 2nd Battalion went to
Singapore, a very quiet military station, the General
from HongKong visiting us once a year. We had
a few battalion parades during the week, and beyond
that the daily round consisted of Orderly Room, visiting
Company Rooms and back to breakfast at 8 o clock
with the work of the day finished. As to amusements
there was an occasional gaff in Barracks, and an occas
ional Company Cricket Match, but Army Football was
practically unknown in those days. The tradition
still lingered that the Canteen was the soldier's normal
place of recreation; spirits were sold in it as well as
beer, and the Dry Canteen was on somewhat primitive
lines, while I do not remember any refreshments, such
as tea and suppers, being provided; if they were, the
arrangements must also have been somewhat primitive.
Fife was not strenuous, but it was a happy life, and
service in the East gave many interesting experiences;
'and always there was the happy Regiment, always
the same good feeling of all ranks towards one another,
just as now. Memories linger of everyone's kindness
to the youngster fresh from home—of the tall soldier
with bushy whiskers, (a really elderly man), on the
right of the Company, who would nudge the young
officer into his proper place during some complicated
piece of drill.
.
_
And that recalls our oneness with Crimean Days,
the tactics of which were, essentially, not different
from the tactics of the Napoleonic wars. Extended
order was certainly practised, but it was a subject of
debate by. quite competent, men as to whether the
.twodeep line was not after all the ^ better formation.
Moreover there remained in the Drillbook a rigidity
;of idea as to the " front " of a formation; for instance,
while the simpler "Change Ranks" was quite
legitimate, the more elaborate " Countermarch, was
'frequently practised; this was an arrangement by
[which on the two ranks turning to the right and left
[respectively, followed each other round in a circus
[till the front rank occupied the ground vacated by. the
rear rank, and vice versa, thus still keeping their original
status; the tradition remaining that a formation once
fixed should not be broken up in any way.
The new period, which I have suggested began in
the early eighties, nodoubt began with different regiments
at different times, and individuals will see events from
different points of view; but I am speaking of a yoirns
ter's experiences in a remote station and, to my mind,

the beginning of the new period began with the 2nd
Battalion when it moved to Hong Kong in 1882. This
move happened to coincide with the institution of
Company Training, the training of the men by their
own Company Officers, which was a great revolution.
The system had been tried here and there on the
initiative of a few Commanding Officers, but in very
few cases I fancy. One notable instance is that of
Colonel Talbot Cox, who commanded the 1st Battalion
in India in the middle seventies, a man who died of
sheer hard work, while in command, and whose advanced
system of training had an Army reputation.
One memory leads to another, but time and space
must call a halt; but it may seem strange to the present
generation that at so comparatively recent a time the
training of a regiment rested entirely in the hands of
the Battalion Staff.
A FOREFATHER.

Publications received.
"Guide to a Second Class Certificate—English."

(Messrs. Gale and Polden, Ftd., Aldershot, 1/8 Post Free.)
This publication can be confidently recommended,
not only to candidates for Second Class Certificates,
but also to Educational Instructors who take this sub
ject. Grammar has always been, from the grown man's
point of view, a subject very difficult to understand,
but here we have a handy little book which even the most
poorly educated man will be able thoroughly to grasp
with ease. The principles of Composition, both written
and oral, Fetter writing, command of English, and
Fiterature are very clearly and concisely expounded,
and, after perusing its pages, we can assure even the most
illiterate man that with its aid, the Study of English for
a Second Class Certificate is a thing of which he need not
be in the least afraid.
A Copy can he seen at the Dragon Office.
The Diary of ColourSerjeant George Calladfne

of the 19th Foot (Green Howards).
17931837.
Messrs. Eden Fisher and Co., Ftd., 97 Fenchurch Street,
Fondon, E.C.3.
Price 10s.
This Diary was written by a man far more advanced in
education than those of his class or of his comrades. He
was of a keen and observant disposition, and made notes
of all that he saw during his soldiering which he describes
in a natural and at the same time interesting style.
In his tour of service he goes out to join his regiment in
Ceylon in 1815 and his voyage there is full of incident.
A good description is given of Cape Town where he spent
three weeks. In Ceylon he took part i # the rebellion of
181718 and returns home to England in 1820. After
five years there, he spends practically all the rest of his
service in Ireland, and has much to say about the
country and its people, their religion, politics, and
poverty. The island then, as for many years since,
was in a very disturbed state and much of the police
work was carried on by the soldiers.
He occasionally moralizes on passing events, mentions
fully his private life, love affairs, chances of promotion,
etc.
The narrative is set forth in a natural and truthful
manner and the book, a unique addition to the very few
records written by a noncommissioned officer 100 years
ago, should most certainly be in every Regimental
Fibrary.
WANTED—The names and addresses of all old
Buffs to enable us to send them a Dragon.
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Telephone

" NINNFS, HYTHE

26 HYTHE

GIBBS & SONS
General

printers

42 & 43 PALACE STREET
CANTERBURY
BOOK and CATALOGUE WORK
TYPE

SET

BY

MACHINERY

ESTIMATES GIVEN

Established over 120 Years

H. & G. SIMONDS, Ltd.
Brewers, Wine & Spirit Merchants

READING
THE TAMAR

BREWERY, DEVONPORT

Under same control and Management

MACKESON & Co., Ltd., SOUTH BERKS BREWERY Co., Ltd..
Hythe, Kent.
Newbury.
Unrivalled for the Supply of NAVAL and MILITARY
CANTEENS and MESSES

Branch Stores and Offices
ALDERSHOT (MilitaryBranch)
Farnborough Street, Farn
borough, Hants.
BRIGHTON — 4 Castle Square,
and 96 Church Road, Hove.
FARNBOROUGH — (and for
Royal Military and Staff
Colleges, Sandhurst) — Farn
borough Street, Farnborough,
Hants.
HASTINGS—51 Robertson St.
LONDON—32 York Road, Lam
beth, S.F. 1.
LUDGFRSHALL — and for
Andover and Salisbury Plain)
—Tidworth Road.
OXFORD—30 Queen Street and
1 Cowley Road.
PLYMOUTHThe Tamar Brew
ery, Devonport, and 6 The
Octagon, Union Street, Ply
mouth (for Exeter & Western
District.
PORTSMOUTH—(and for Gos
port, Isle of Wight, Southern
District and Channel Islands—
33 Marmion Road, Southsea;
and Railway Station, Land
port.
[Stores.
SALISB UR YFisherton Brewery

SHORNCLIFFFl and for Dover,
Sandgate and South Eastern
District) Mackeson & Co., Ltd.,
The Brewery, Hythe, Kent.
SLOUGH (and for Windsor,
Fgham, Datchet, etc )—High
Street, Slough
SWANSEA—43 Orchard Street.
WOKING—(and for Chertsev,
Weybridge,
Walton  on"
Thames, Cobham, Guildford,
Bisley Camp, etc.) 88 Chert
sey Road.
WOOLWICH—(and for Colch
ester, Chatham, Sheerness,
Shoeburyness and Warley)—
51 Artillary Place, S.F., 18.
DUBLIN—41 Wellington Quay.
MALTA—311 Strada Reale and
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 Right
Marina, Valetta.
GIBRALTAR—Alameda.
BRUSSELS — 2325, Rue des
Ateliers, BruxellesMaritime,
Bruxelles.
EGYPT, SOUDAN, PALES
TINE — Agent: Mr. J. B.
Caffari Military Contractor,
Cairo.

B. NINNES
s^?<?&«CCist

64,

66, 68

designer

HIGH

STREET

HYTHE, KENT

W.

S A M S O N

NEWSAGENT and TOBACCONIST
PERIODICALS

DELIVERED.

9 THE BORO', CANTERBURY.

FRANK FAGG & SON
N O R T H G A T E and
MARTYRS' FIELDS
OAlsTTEIRBUIEYZ"
SELLERS OF

Dependable and Reliable
Groceries and Provisions
And Various Indispensable Goods
at SPOT CASH PRICES
WINES

The Firm

BRITISH

with

and

60 YEARS'

FOREIGN

Reputation

COFFEE
ROASTED
DAILY
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BHICAJEE COWASJEE,
STEAMER POINT and CAMP, ADEN.
ESTABLISHED 1871.

Telegrams:

MILITARY

BHICAJEE,

ADEN.

CONTRACTOR.

The Management of Regimental Canteens and. Coffee Shops a speciality.

PROVISIONS

AND

OILMAN

STORES.

Stockist of Wines, Spirits, Ale & Stout of reputed brands.
Sole Agent: Geo. Younger's "Revolver" Bulk Beer.
Perfumery & Patent Medicines.
Aerated Waters

Manufacturer.

FURNITURE ON HIRE AT MODERATE CHARGES.
THE

Celebrated
"ARMY ALE."

SOLDIER'S
BEER

The favourite beer throughout all parts of the Indian Empire.

N
0)

Supplied to the 2nd Battalion THE BUFFS at ADEN by Pallonjeej
Dinshaw St CoCamp and Steamer Point.
Supplied to the 1st Battalion THE BUFFS at CONSTANTINOPLE
::
::
::
by the N.A.A.F.I.
::
::
»

"

Wm. McEwan & Co., Ltd., Brewers, Edinburgh.
CHARLES BARROWS

HOLMES

37 Northgate Street
CANTERBURY

7 MERCERY LANE, CANTERBURY

Grocery, Provisions, Hardware,
Brushes, etc.

FRENCH and ITALIAN GOODS

Personal and prompt attention given to all orders.

Charles E. Burgess, Proprietor

HIGH-CLASS GROCERIES, PROVISIONS
Collector and distributor of all tbe latest and newest
produce brought on to tbe European Markets at
LONDON STORE) PRICES

FAMILIES WAITED ON — MESS SUPPLIERS

/
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A Day after " Red" Bear in Kashmir.
rpHB Snow or Red Bear is peculiar to Kashmir. They
We had no difficulty in following the trail of blood.'
JL live high up in the hills where snow is to be found Apparently an artery had been pierced as the grass and
but come down to feed on the grass and roots of the lower
rocks were spattered at regular intervals as though the
slopes in the early morning and evening. They vary
wound had been spurting. As we progressed the country
a good deal in size but the record length of a raw skin
became steeper and more difficult, and after a half hour's
is 7 feet 9 inches.
hard going over rocks, the blood trail suddenly ceased
Having engaged a man, I started out from my
on a small rocky ledge. Here the guide  suddenly
camp at 4 a.m., with my Shikari and one coolie. I took
shouted and pointed to the entrance of a cave which
with me a .360/400 Rigby magazine rifle and some
was partly concealed by a large boulder. The sides of
rather old and doubtful ammunition. My Shikari
the cavity were smeared with blood and the wounded
carried a .351 Winchester automatic rifle and the coolie
animal had without doubt taken refuge inside.
my 12 bore which I always took with me for bagging
A COUNCIL OF WAR.
chikoor and jungle fowl for the pot.
We now held a rapid council of war, and finally
After an hour's stiff climb over very rocky country,
decided to throw stones into the opening and make noises
the guide said he saw a Red Bear in the long grass of
in the hope of making the bear come out. I posted
a nullah about 300 feet below, but personally I could
the unarmed guide where he would be out of the way
see nothing but long dry grass although I strained my
and took up a position myself about two yards from
eyes until they ached. As this was the first Red Bear
the entrance of the cave with my 360/400. The Shikari
my party had seen during the whole expedition, great
began to heave stones and howl insults into the cave.
excitement prevailed, and I started to follow the Shikari
At first nothing happened. After a ^minute's breather
and guide on a long and painful stalk over very rough
the Shikari again hurled a handful of stones with an
ground in order to get into the best possible position
extra special insult, and suddenly a terrible commotion
for a shot at " Bruin."
took place inside consisting of a series of deep throated
Two OF THEM,
grunts and growls as the bear made its way towards the
opening. At the first sound the Shikari appeared
After what seemed to me an endless time we gained
suddenly to have stood upon a red hot brick and he
an overhanging rock about 150 feet below our original
shot up into safety beside the guide, just as the bear
position from which we could get a clear view of the
dashed out snorting. I almost touched it with the
nullah, and the Shikari cautiously poking his head over
muzzle of my rifle as I pressed the trigger, but again
the top signalled me to do likewise. At first, I could see
4
. the cartridge missed fire. Fortunately for me he turned
nothing except long brown grass until suddenly a move
to the right and went thundering down the rocks, its
ment caught my eye and I made out two large bears
hind quarters streaming with blood.
feeding quietly 50 yards below us, their colour blending
By this time I had reloaded only to have another
so perfectly with the dry grass that it was no easy
misfire. When I got a third round into the chamber
matter to spot them.
Our position was very cramped and it was extremely ; the bear had disappeared and, heartily cursing the
ammunition, we began the difficult descent and again
hard to shoot downwards at an acute angle with any
followed the trail of blood. Our path now became
steadiness. By this time I found I was shaking like
extremely difficult and dangerous, as in some places
a gunshy recruit with excitement, and matters were
the bear had apparently fallen over a sheer drop, and
not helped by the guide, who climbed oh to my back
after nearly two hours we completly lost the trail and
just as I had got into the aiming position to " steady
had to own ourselves beaten.
me " as he said, but he was in an even'worse condition
After a short rest we made our way slowly back to
of nerves than I was it was merely a case of two bodies
the place where we had left the dead bear, the skinning
shaking instead of one. Having shaken him off as
of which was the next operation and this we found
quietly as possible with a sharp kick in the stomach,
to measure 7 feet 3 inches.
I again took aim and picking the larger of the two bears
Although a search was made on the following day,
pressed the trigger. The cartridge missed fire. I ejected
no trace of the wounded shebear could be found.
the useless round and fired again.

D. S. B.
The big bear dropped, but immediately picked itself
up and made off towards a patch of undergrowth about
150 yards away followed by its mate ... I got in three
HB Depot Recruits who took part in The British
more shots and the last one knocked him over just as
Legion Boxing Tournament at the Garrison
he gained the cover. Having recharged my magazine,
Gymnasium on 2nd June shaped very well, and here
the three of us made our way down as quickly as possible
are the results of the bouts in which they took part:—
towards the patch of bushes, but became more cautious
as we neared it, as a wounded bear sometimes proves
.
RESULTS.
an ugly customer to deal with.
Recruits' WelterWeight Contest.
Pte. Hudson, heat Pte. Moore.
A FINE SPECIMEN.
Recruits' FlyWeight Contest.
We had got within thirty or forty yards of the cover
Pte. Finnis knocked out L/c. Hunt.
when suddenly, the smaller of the two, which proved to
be the female, dashed out and made off up the opposite
Recruits' BantamWeight Contest.
side of the nullah. I got in two snapshots before it
Pte. Taylor, beat Pte. Stubberfield.
disappeared from view hitting it both times in the hind
Recruits' FeatherWeight Contest.
quarters but failing to bring it down. The big male
Pte. Rigden knocked out Pte. Brawn in the first
bear was lying inside the thicket quite dead, the last
few seconds.
shot having taken him right behind the shoulder. He
Sixround Feather Weight Contest.
was an old bear but a fine specimen with a full winter
Pte. Bone beat Tom Wickenden, Canterbury.
coat on. We did not waste much time examining him
as I was quite sure the wounded shebear could not get
Recruits' LightWeight Contest.
far, so covering the dead animal with branches to keep
Lee./Cpl. Worth, beat Pte. Cooper on points.
off the carrion birds we started to climb the nullah
, Note. An article by Mr. Bennell relating to Boxing
towards the spot Where the shebear was seen to disappear.
at the Depot will be found on page 232.

British Legion Boxing Tournament.

T
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The Outlook.
(Being monthly notes relating to The Garrison Church,
Canterbury).
T is never easy for one, who does not pretend to be
a journalist, to sit down and write " copy " for
a Magazine article. However, the space in The Dragon,
which has so kindly been allotted to the Garrison Church
by the Editor, must be used, so we must do our best in
spite of the " tropical" conditions under which the
effort is being made.

I

STANDING ARRANGEMENTS.

Sundays. 8 a.m., Holy Communion. 10.30 a.m., Parade Service.

11.45 a.m., Girls' Bible Class (Vestry). 2.45 p.m., Sunday School
in the Prince of Wales' Institute (entrance by Barracks only). 5.30
p.m., Baptism (previous notice to be given in every case to the Chaplain).
6.30, Evening Service (fully choral). All seats free. 7.30 p.m., Holy
Communion on 5th Sunday in the month as announced.
Weekdays. Choir Practice for Boys in Church at 7.45 p.m. on
Mondays. On Wednesdays—Sunday School Teachers' Class for
Juniors, 6.30 p.m. and Seniors 7.15 p.m., in the Chaplain's Office, P.W.I,
except on the Wednesday before the first Sunday in the month. Thurs
days—Choir Practice for Men and boys from 6—7 p.m. in Church.
Garrison Men's Club 6d. dance in the Prince of Wales' Institute from
7—io p.m. Fridays—Garrison Church Guild, 3—4.30 p.m. Infants
may be brought on the last Friday in each month.
Baptisms. 5.30 p.m. on Sundays or at any other time by special
arrangement with the Chaplain.
Churchings. At any time by arrangement with the Chaplain.

The Choir.

Great improvement is noticeable in the quality of the singing. Mr.
Chambers has no easy task, but he isgoing aheadand it is up to everyone
to support him. Tenors and Basses are needed nadly. A new anthem
will be put in hand at once. Anyone who desires to join the Choir
should come to the practice in the Church on Thursday nights at 6.

The Duplex Envelope Offering Scheme.

Please note that subscribers are badly wanted. Fnrolment Forms
can be obtained at the Garrison Church or ou application to theChaplain.
Although perhaps you cannot come to Church you can still show some
interest in your church by helping it along financially. Fven Id. a
week is valuable—if every Church of England married family gave this
sum the Church Fund would soon find itself out of difficulty. You
cannot expect to have an efficiently run Church unless you see that it is
provided with sufficient funds for the purpose. The Government only
allows 30/ a year for cleaning and refunds money spent on Sacramental
purposes, e.g., altar candles, altar wine, altar wafers, washing of altar
linen and surplices. Everything elsehas to be paid for out of the Church
Fund. The Balance Sheet up to 31st March is published in the Church
porch.

Baptisms.

871. 11.6.22. Victor Albert Thomas Trosh, Depot The Buffs.
Private Residence:—

10 S. Dunstan's Terrace,
Canterbury.

C. COOPERHUNT, C.F.,
Garrison Chaplain,

Prince of Wales' Institute,
Canterbury.

GENERAL NOTES.
Garrison Men's Club.

For the benefit of new readers may I explain that this " Club" is
merely an informal organisation for the primary benefit of the troops
and married families and their friends with the rooms of the Prince
of Wales' Institute as Headquarters. Under its auspices the following
activities have recently taken place.—
1. Entertainments. With the financial assistance of the P.R.I.
Xth R. Hussars and P.R.I. Depot The Buffs an excellent show was
arranged for the Troops on May 4th. " Dr." Seaton the wellknown
illusionist and comic juggler amused and interested a large audience
for two hours. On May 26th the " Wigwags " professional Concert
party were engaged by the P.R.I. and their very humorous show
deserved a much better audience than that obtained, and unless the
Garrison supports their entertainments they cannot be repeated, as
a scanty audience entailssevere financial loss.
2. Billiards. On May 16th a return match was arranged between
a G.M.C. team and the Xth R. Hussars. Cpl. Gomn, late of the Buffs
Depot captained the G.M.C. team, which consisted of Cpl. Vant, Ptes.
Bryan and Lyons, Mr. J. Bowler and Mr. Deenes. The Xth Hussars
were represented by Tr. McNeil, Ptes. Grant, Jones and Farrar, Cpls.
Clifton and Parnell. A very close match was won by Bowler over Grant.
Cpl. Clifton was the only member of the Xth team to win his match.
Gomm playing with his accustomed skill easily defeated McNeil (150
114). The G.M.C. won by 839 to 717.
The 3rd table was repaired early in June, so that now the Institute
with its three splendid tables possesses one of the finest billiard rooms
in Kent.
3. Dances. The Thursday evening 6d. dances arestill going strong,
and will be continuedso longas thegreat interest taken in them remains.
In order to keep the dances under strict control and as select as possible
no one is admitted without a registered Pass, except soldiers in uniform.
The dances providea social centrefor allranks and units and their friends
once a week, on Thursdays, when money is short and spirits are low.

Garrison Church Guild.

It has been decided to hold the Annual Sale in the Prince of Wales*
Institute, on Friday, July 21st at 3 p.m. The Rummage Sale will
take place in the Chaplain's Room and various other stalls will be set
up in the large Hall. Tea will be provided at reasonable charges at
4 p.m. in the " Library " adjoining the Hall. Dancing will be possible
from 7 till 10 p.m. and amusements will be provided in the form of
" SideShows" It is hoped that the services of Professor Spfengalo
vitch may be secured for the evening. Various Competitions are also
being arranged.
Rummage for the sale should be sent to c/o The Manager, P.W.I,
not later than 10 a.m. on the morning of July 21st.
The Guild outing to Hastings has been arranged to take place on
Wednesday, July 26th, price 7/ each, return fare.

Outings.

It is hoped to arrange an outing for the Garrison Church Choir Boys
and for the Sunday School. For this purpose money will be required.
At the present moment the Church Expenses Fund possesses none and
is struggling hard to free itself from its debts to the funds of the various
other organisations. So such expensive things as outings cannot be
provided without special help, and if any readers would care to help us
the Chaplain will gladly receive and acknowledge donations.

The Organ.

It may interest readers to know that negotiations are proceeding
ran riming the possible installation here of the £1,000 organ from the
Curragh Garrison Church, Ireland. If this is finally decided_upon our
present organ will be sold and the proceeds used in the erection of the
new instrument and any balance in hand might be credited to the Cas
socks and Surplices Fund.

Warning !!
Subscribers ! Your attention, pray !
' This poor " Dragon's " gone astray
Because his buyer went away
And failed to let us know.
So if, when your address you change
To drop a line you can arrange
There'll be no need tothink it,strange
The " Dragon " seems so slow.

C

Nursery Rhymes Uptodate.

^OME on then, the Depot, now blow your horn
j The 1st and the 2nd have uniform worn
So long that their average just turns years thirteen
And we made the request in our last issue seen.
Now can you oblige them, and give them a knock
" Oh, no, Sir, We dare not—They'd get such a shock.
DRAGON

BOUND

VOLUMES.

Orders for binding The Dragon can be now
placed with the Editor in accordance with one
or other of the following alternatives—
THE THREE ALTERNATIVES. I
1. Where readers supply us with their own Dragons :
4/ post free.
2. Where the complete set of Dragons is supplied from
our office 10/ post free.
3. Covers only, 2/6 post free ' ^
NOTE.—We still have a few Bound Volumes of the 1921
Dragons for disposal.
The War History.

TNTENDING purchasers of " The War History
. *
of the Buffs," are invited to register their names
With Major F. W. Tomlinson, 2, Cavendish Square,
W. 1, at their earliest conveniences
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The Young Soldier's Handbook.
Grousing.

I

T is commonly,
but erroneously,
supposed by some
recruits that this
timehonouredArmy
custom is in some
way connected with
sport on the moors,
but it is not so,
although it is by no
means uncommon
for
those
who
indulge too freely to
get the bird.
Grousing of
the military variety
' Taking down his little effort(which is, by the
way, far superior
in sheer horse power to the civilian sort), is said to have
been first introduced in the year 1066 by Hereward the
Wake, who had a distinct dislike to the dulcet tones of
Reveille played on the tomtom, (or dickdick, or harry
harry,—I forget which); hence his nickname.
Grousing is roughly of two kinds, that which the
padre does not mind, and the other. It also comes
under three subheadings
mild, (for Fridays), Fresh,
(for Saturdays and Sundays), and Strong, (for Mondays
to Thursdays inclusive).
Grousing is said to be the Army's safety valve,
and if this is true, then soldiers at least can never be
accused of flippantly ignoring that wellknown adage
" Safety first." The old sweat can, in fact, be said to
indulge freely in safety from reveille to lights out, and
what is more, he never gives a miss in baulk. His
grousing may let off steam, but it lets off some smoke as
well.
If you wou'd become an accomplished grouser,
there is nothing like studying your company sergeant
major, or any other expert. If you can write shorthand,
an excellent plan is to take his little efforts down, but do
not allow him to see you doing it. If you do, he is
likely to take you down.
Then go and select some nice quiet spot in the country
where there are no police nor vicarages, and let go,
repeating all the exercises you have taken down until
you are word imperfect. In time you will acquire the
ability to fit all the little synonyms to any occasion
which may arise, and you will then be a fullblown
grouser. There is, however, no special distinguishing
badge for this attainment.
Grousing does good in many ways. For instance,
it has a tendency to lower the price of certain kinds of
food. The price of liver often drops to a ridiculously
low figure as a direct result of a bout of grousing.
Food and grousing are always rather closely con
nected. Grousing is invariably concomitant with:—
1. Making out indents for rations.
2. Receiving indents for rations.
3. Drawing rations.
4. Cooking rations.
5. Serving up cooked rations.
6. Issuing cooked rations.
7. Eating cooked rations.
8. Leaving cooked rations.
9. Clearing away scraps of cooked rations.
As you may be unable to recognise at first grousing
when you hear it, here is an example, which shows how
simple a matter it is to fit a grouse to two conditions
entirely opposite:—
Old Sweat (Firing prone at 600 yards, scores a miss).
Young Sweat" You got a miss that time, Bill."
O.S. :—" If you'd been *—* well firing at these
plurry targets for 25 pygmalion years the same as I
have, you'd *—* well get a soandso miss, too."
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Old Sweat scores a bull's eye with next round.
Y.S. :—" You got a bull that time—Bill."
O.S.:—" If you'd been *—* well firing at these
plurry targets for 25 pygmalion years the same as I have,
you'd *—* well get a soandso bull, too."
Grousing has not yet been recognised officially as
a subject under the Army Education Scheme, possibly
owing to the authorities realising that no further special
tuition in this subject is necessary for those who are
sitting for one of the recognised certificates.
As an asset for your future civilian life, proficiency
in the art will be invaluable, especially if you have
agricultural inclinations or a desire to become a Labour
leader.
An article of this kind would be incomplete without
the
'$

GROUSERS MARCHING SONG.

Grousing! Grousing!! Grousing !! f
Always* Grousing.
Roll on when my time is in
And I will grouse no more.
*To suit taste. ,
Note :—The music of this famous song printed
on thick art paper and bound in cloth can not be
obtained at the " Dragon " Office. Price 1/6, or
bound in Calf 2/6.

Another song of
the grousers, though
perhaps hardly so
well known is that
quaintly pretty ditty
" Moaner, "
while
songs
about
the
Dixie, which
any
selfrespecting grouser
loathes cleaning, are
too well known to
need further comment.
The authorities do
not, of course, object
to men grousing.
The men would only
grouse if they did.

W

'' Desire to become a Labour
Leader

Cockeye.

HEN in Hong Kong, I lived next door to a
Missionary. It was customary there for a Chinese
vendor accompanied with his two " boys " to call every
morning with fresh fish, poultry, vegetables, etc. He
got there in time for breakfast. He answered to the
name of Cockeye.
One Friday the missionary and his wife went over
to the mainland and stopped until late on the Saturday
night. They both often used to lecture poor old Cock
eye on the sinfulness of Sunday trading and tho' they
always dealt with him on other days would not even
speak to him on Sundays.
On the occasion abovementioned, they ha;d evidently
got back too late to provide for Sunday's meals, so
when Cockeye appeared on Sunday morning with his
usual Sunday dainties, the Missee missionary came out
and the following ensued :—
" Cockeye." No answer. " Cockeye." Still no
answer. " COCKEYE." " Yes Missee." " I want
to buy,  Cockeye." " No> No, Missee you no buyee
Sunday. You go hell damnation fire you buyee Sun
day. You plenty good missionary, you no buyee
Cockeye Sunday that velly bad ting. You buyee to
mollow plenty good tings then. No buyee today."
And the dear old soul had to rely on her neighbours
for what she could get that day.

A.A.
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The 4th Battalion.

" COMPANY commenced firing their annual course
at Blean on the 4th June, and are doing very well
indeed and taking great interest in it, an interest which
is by the way, shared to no small extent by Captain
J ames.
Sergeant Miles has proved himself best, with a score
of 98 (of a possible 115), while " Dizzy " Burton " made
'em bleed " for 96. He is, by the way, now Transport
Sergeant of the Battalion, having held the appointment
since 1st March.
Sgt. Horn doubtless feels proud of his young son,
Pte. Horn, whose score reads 78 against his father's 70.
At Dover, " D " Coy took part in the March past,
the G.O.C. the Dover Garrison, in honour of the King's
Birthday, and, according to several eye witnesses, did
it so well as to " show the Regulars up." Bravo ! "D."
Corporal C. Matthews, employed on the War Graves'
Commission at Longueville, is now home on a fortnight's
leave, and has managed to find time to fire his course at
Blean with the rest.
He says that there is yet years of work to be done,
and that those employed are having a fairly good time
on the whole, during such spare time as is available.
Lt. G. F. Reeves has resigned with the intention
of obtaining a Short Commission in the Royal Air Force.
During the absence of Colonel P. M. Robinson, C.B.,
C.M.G., the Command of the Kent and Sussex Infantry
Brigade devolves on Lt.Col. F. M. Dunstan, T.D.,
(O.C., 4th Battalion The Buffs).
The report of the General Officer Commanding, on
the Battalions training in the recent camp was a very
good one, and was, in fact, the best obtained in the
Brigade.
" C " (WEALD) COMPANY.

A good start has been made in the annual Musketry course. Each
Platoon in succession has the Rangefor a day, and this system is proving
very successful. A more punctual start is made and an earlier finish.
So far theaverage level of shooting is considerably higher than last year.
We hope there will be very few failures, if any, when the Part II, Quali
fication Practices are fired.
We are all sorry to loose Lieut. G. F. Reeves who has transferred
to the Royal Air Force. To have been a sailor, a soldier and an airman
before one's 21st birthday is not a bad record. We wish him the best
of luck in his new career.
It is anticipated that Lieut. Winch's lady passenger will find his
new twoseater considerably more comfortable than his late sidecar,
or coffin on wheels as the Adjutant described it in camp, when declining
with thanks a proffered lift to Hythe.
Corporal Little has left us to join the Regular Army. We wish
him the best of luck. In the meantime we are obtaining a few likely
recruits to take the place of the few who leave on the completion of
their engagement.

D COMPANY.

The Company added greatly to its reputation by its smart appear
ance and work on the 3rd of June when it took part in the ceremony of
" Trooping the Colours " in celebration of His Majesty's Birthday.
Under the Command of Captain H. L. Smith and Captain Dean,
V.C. and headed by its excellent drums the Company escorted the
4th Battalion Colours to the Guston Recreation Ground, the position
of assembly for units, and it was gratifying to note the manner in which
the Colours were saluted by the public.
On arrival at the parade ground the Company took up its position
in line, and was then inspected by Colonel A. H. Marindin,C.B., D.S.O.,
the officer Commanding 12th Infantry Divisioh and Dover Sub Area.
Then to the strains of the Regimental March it went past the Saluting
Base with the bearing of seasoned Guardsman.
The Honour of bearing the Colours fell to Lieut. G. D. Bacon, M.C.,
and Lieut. G. Sherwood and the escort was composed of Sgts. J. Donegan
H. Woods and W. H. Mascall and these officers and N.C.O.s carried out
their respective duties in a manner quite on a par with their Regular
Comrades.
To sum up the day and its work, a glorious success had been achieved
and reflected great credit on everyone concerned and the honours
rested more so upon " D" Company as it was the Only Territorial
Unit P
present at the ceremony.
L/CPL. H. V. HALL.

C

Mediaeval Canterbury.

ANTERBURY! What visions of stirring history
are conjured up by the very name of this mediaeval
city, and what historic treasures it discloses to the
eye of the keen searcher for the interesting and the
antique.
The entrance from London represents the only
remaining fortified gateway in the city walls, and a glance
suffices to show that it is one of the most striking and
impressive entrances to any city in the Kingdom. The
gateway is flanked by two massive towers and has stood
since 1370—proof against the attacks by man and the
ravages of time. The illfated Archbishop Simon of
Sudbury was responsible for its erection. He met
his death at the hands of Wat Tyler's rebels, being
beheaded on Tower Hill in 1381.
Along Mercery Lane one reaches the Cathedral—
over the same path that was trodden by pilgrims making
their way slowly and reverently to the holy shrine of
the Blessed St. Thomas a Becket, whilst, like these
same pilgrims, the modern traveller probably stops to
feast his eyes on the serene beauty of the Cathedral
Close.
The spot in the north transept, where Thomas a
Becket was put to death in 1170, is perpetuated by the
title, "The Martyrdom," given to it; whilst in the
choir—a thing of beauty in itself—one may stand silent
and retrospective beside the tomb of Edward the Black
Prince.
Associated with Canterbury are the " Ingoldsby
Legends." The birthplace of their author, the Rev.
Richard Harris Barham, can still be seen at No. 61,
Burgate Street.
Exhaling the atmosphere of ancient days, St. Martin's
Church, which tops the hill to the east of the cathedral,
stands out prominently. It is looked upon as the most
ancient place of Christian worship in England.
Rambling round this venerable city one stumbles
across all tUat remains of the city walls, the best
preserved relics being found in the Dane John public
gardens.
The Light Cay and Cyclecav.

The Cherry trees of Appledore,
/IF Appledore, of Appledore,
^ A U the maids of Appledore,
The laughing maids—the chaffing maids,
All the winsome Kentish maids ;
Their beauty's rich from Nature's loom,
It e'en trandscends the lovely bloom
Of Cherrytrees at Appledore.
Of Appledore, of Appledore,
All the men of Appledore,
The plowing men—the sowing men,
A11 the jolly farmer men ;
As honest as a Summer's morn,
As is the luscious fruit that's borne
On Cherrytrees at Appledore.
Of Appledore, of Appledore,
All the boys of Appledore,
The prancing boys—the dancing boys,
All the merryhearted boys ;
They're just the boys for Kentish ploughs ;
As supple as the windtossed boughs
Of Cherrytrees at Appledore.
Of Appledore, of Appledore,
All old folk of Appledore,
The wise old folk—the kind old folk,
All the simple country folk ;
With wisdom ripe and honest toil,
They planted well our Kentish soil
With Cherrytrees at Appledore.
H.
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For the Young Athlete.
^APTAIN P. H. W. Nicholas,
V J M.C., himself a first class
allround Athlete, is to be con
gratulated for his " Handbook
on Athletics for the Beginner,"
if for no other reason that he
has provided us with what we
have for so long needed, namely,
a practical book on all Athletics.
Then another reason why this
book is so welcome is because
of the movement on the part of
the Army Athletic Association to
make " Athletics " the soldiers'
Summer sport, much as soccer
is his winter game. To quote
from the author's foreword:—
" The soldier has, in the
''
past been poorly catered for in
the summer time. Cricket is of little use to him, and
is played chiefly by the officer element. In future,
it is hoped to have regular summer fixtures between all
units in Athletics, both in individual contests and,
what is more useful, in Relay Races of all distances
and events."
Anticipating the development of this movement
and the Depot Sports to be held in August, we append
below what Captain Nicholas has to say on general
training, and in future numbers of The Dragon we look
forward to giving further extracts from this valuable
book written by one who was a double Blue, an inter
national Hurdler, Long Jumper, and Association
Footballer, and who has represented the Army in Rugby,
Association, Hockey, Cricket and Athletics.
Training is chiefly a matter of fitness, and common
sense will be found to be far the best guide. To be an
athlete at all, a man must be fit—fit all through in all
his limbs, all his muscles and all his internal organs.
The body is a complicated affair, capable of immense
effort when everything is working right, but liable to
breakdown if any one particular part is at fault. There
fore, it is essential for a wouldbe athlete to be sound all
through. Any infirmity is bound to be detrimental to
his chances of success.
Given then that he is sound, we will next consider
his muscles. To be an athlete in any branch, sprinting,
long distance,jumping, etc., involves a strain on particular
muscles out of the ordinary. To enable these muscles
to function correctly, therefore, necessitates the gradual
building up and strengthening of those muscles before
they are asked to carry out the full task desired, i.e.,
before attempting a long run, or a hard sprint or a jump
the muscles must be given previous work to make them
fit for their task.
Suppose this has been done. Let us consider what
happens when a muscle is used. The use of a muscle
causes combustion in that muscle.
This combustion
burns up certain matter which has been supplied to it
by the blood, provided from the heart. The harder the
muscle works the more combustion and the greater
the blood supply from the heart. It is obvious, then,
that intense exertion gives the heart a strain, and the
heart—in itself a muscle—must be given a chance to be
trained up. Now the blood sent out by the heart is
purified and given oxygen from the lungs and sustenance
from the internal organs, i.e., from food and drink.
To enable the heart then to function with its full supply
of blood to the muscles, the lungs must be free, and the
sustenance good. In plain terms, therefore, ordinary
good food and plenty of air, combined with progressive
training in the use of the required muscles should form
the rock basis of athletic training.

FOOD.

Sound solid food in normal quantities are advised.
Do not attempt to diet. Merely avoid all things
indigestible, such as pastry, new bread, any heavy
pudding, potatoes, and the like.
DRINK.

Only as much as is necessary to quench thirst during
the day. As little as possible between meals. Spirits
should be very much avoided, though ale, stout, and
red wine are beneficial if taken in moderation. To those
who can afford it champagne is undoubtedly the best
training drink—a halfbottle daily in the evenings
being very beneficial.
SLEEP.

Six to eight hours daily at least, with the old maxim
to the fore : " Early to bed and early to rise." A good
walk before breakfast will be found a good thing, though
a cup of tea and a biscuit should be taken before starting
out.
SMOKING.

Excess will be fatal, since it affects the heart. If,
however, the runner has been used to it, the knocking off
process —good if it can be done—should be done very
gradually, or the result will be as bad as excess smoking.
The event to be taken, of course, will have an effect,
since in a jump or even a sprint, the lungs are not brought
into such full use as in a longdistance race. For the
latter, it is advisable to tain down and knock off smoking
altogether. For short events and field events moderation
only would be necessary.
FEET.

Feet must be looked after and kept clean, or blisters
will result.
TEETH.

Teeth must be looked after, since bad teeth will result
in abdominal troubles which will affect the blood.
STARTING TRAINING.

If the runner has been doing nothing he should carry
out preliminary training in the form of long walks,
and short runs on the track before commencing to .strain
his muscles with serious work.
KEEPING FIT.

Those athletes, who are keen, can keep their muscles
supple and their wind good by a short physical training
course daily during the winter months or while they are
not training. Any set of exercises will do, but it should
be taken so that it is general, i.e., no part of the body
is unduly exercised. The formula leg, neck, arm, trunk,
leg, used by the A.S.P.T., is a good one, and any exercises
carried out in that order cannot but be beneficial.
Georges 100 up will help to keep the spring in the body
and the style good {i.e., double mark time for 50100
paces).
DANCING.

Dancing will be found to be of immense value as
a help to training. The action of a dancer is that of
a person on his toes —continuously moving. It exercises
all the muscles necessary for sprinting and jumping,
and also gives the runner balance and poise so necessary
in running. Naturally, late hours will not be consistent
with training, but afternoon dances and early evening
dances are most strongly advocated as part of the
training programme.
—
Births, Marriages and Deaths.
BIRTHS

Bennett.—At Canterbury on 27/4/22 the wife of 6279731
Sgt. A. Bennett, a daughter (Dorothy Mabel).
Trosh.—At Canterbury, on 24/5/22, the wife of
6278340 Pte. E. Trosh, a son (Victor Albert Thomas).
DEATHS.

Leonard.—At Military Hospital, Shorncliffe on 23/5/22,
No. 6280864 A/Cpl. W. Leonard, attached to Head
quarters, Shorncliffe Garrison,
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Boxing.
BY J. BENNELL, J3X REG. SGT. MAJOR THE BUFFS.

O

N two occasions recently,
I have been present at
boxing competitions for re
cruits, held at the Depot.
The conducting of these
competitions, as is the case
with all military competitions,
was perfect. It is of the
competitors that I have a
word to say.
Now these lads showed,
with rare exceptions, plenty
of spirit, but they had no
knowledge of the game they
were engaged in. Few of
them knew how to put up
their hands, much less how to
hit, counter, or to " time"
the leads of an opponent.
And their knowledge of
footwork, " slipping," head work, and other points of
this fine sport was sadly lacking.
This is not the fault of the boys, nor of anyone.
It is a case of the former having been taught anything
about boxing. One can no more box without the
previous necessary preparation than enter unprepared
a competition with foil, sabre, or bayonet.
These boys simply sailed in trying, in windmill
fashion, to demolish the enemy, often injuring themselves
more than their opponent, unnecessarily distressing
themselves, and frequently, as the novice is apt to do,
spraining a thumb by awkward hitting.
In a boxing contest there should be no unnecessary
jumping about, for in a 10 or 20 round contest one's
strength must be reserved, as much as possible, to
stay the course. Rather the stealthy approach, ready
at all times to meet your opponents lead with a short
lunge forward and deliver your counter stroke like a flash.
This is not the time to go further into the details of
this manly sport, but I hope a way will be found to
put these boys of " the Buffs " on the correct road for
proficiency if they wish it. I know well, why they have
not so far, been instructed. I was on your square
for twelve years and know what has to be done by
instructors and recruits ; I may add that fifty years
years ago in India with our 1st Battalion, I was an
enthusiastic follower of this sport, and since then have
taken part and witnessed the best encounters, from
Aldershot and the National Sporting Club in Covent
Garden to Rushcutters Bay, Sydney, N.S.W.

A Reminiscence
BY
TAMES NICHOLLS (JENNY) LATE SGT. NO. 184 2ND
BATTALION THE BUFFS.
T was in September 1882 that the 1st Battalion

I

Buffs left Dover for Aldershot to prepare for the
1st Egyptian expedition, and in October of the same year
when the Regiment and the Dorsets embarked at Ports
mouth on H.M.S. Serapis, one of the old Indian troopers.
We heard of no particular news until we reached
Malta (they had not got wireless then) when we were
told that the Battle of Tel el Kebir had been fought
and won, and that no further reinforcements were
required. So the Dorsets landed at M^alta and The
Buffs were transferred to the S.S. Iberia and returned to
Ireland. That is how I missed the medal and Khedive
Star and incidentally was how the Old Buffs missed the
honour, Egypt, on their colours for the first time. The
second occasion will be dealt with later.

After returning to Ireland, we were rather scattered
in detachments. I went with others to the Curragh,
and then to Navan, while some were at Bullevant and
Naas. However we found ourselves together in Ship
Street Barracks, Dublin in December, 1882.
Here I remember Col. Morley taking the Regiment
through Phoenix Park and pointing out the spot where
Lord Cavendish and M. Burke had been murdered
on the 1st January, '83.
Later that year a draft, 200 strong, under command
of Major R. A. Hickson, left Queenstown on H.M.S.
Himalaya for Hong Kong to join the 2nd Battalion.
The Sergeants were A. Hearne (Paddy), Baker, Farrell,
and Howard, and the Corporals Mackenzie, Medhurst,
Wright, (Jumbo), and myself. Here my O.C. Company
was Lieut. H. R. Knight and my ColourSergeant, Con.
Browne, the ExGuardsman.
The Regiment left Hong Kong under Command of
Col. S. Graves, about October' 85. Some of us Sergeants
had a rare old night at Singapore on our way home
as the 1st Battalion had just arrived there and we were
allowed ashore for one night. So many of us visited
their Sergeants' Mess (and I believe the Officers did like
wise) and I remember we had a right hearty welcome.
On arrival at Suez we were stopped. There was more
trouble in Egypt, and we disembarked, proceeded to
Cairo, and, afterwards, went up the Nile as far as
Assouan with Sir F. Stephenson. We were in two half
Battalions called thr Frontier Field Force. We made
the journey up the Nile in large Barges towed by stern
wheel steamers. This trip took us several days, for we
had to tie up to the banks at night as soon as it began to
get dusk. Serving out Bully was some job in those days.
In 71bs. tins it was either all stringy, or else half liquid.
So if you wanted to give each man his correct amount
you either had to measure it by the yard, or else by the
pint.
We arrived at Tagoog Heights, Assouan, about two
days after the right half Battalion, as we had been
stuck on a sandbank for about thirty hours. After we
had been at Assouan a very few days, Gen. Stephenson
fought and won the Battle of Ginnis, and matters having
quietened down the troops returned down the Nile.
While at Assouan I had two staff jobs,
One was
Officers' Mess Sergeant for a while during the illness of
Sergt. Pearce. And after that I was acting Q.M.S. at a
rest camp with Capt. A. H. Tylden Pattenson as Camp
Commandant and Quarter Master.
We arrived back at Dover about April or early May,
'86 only to find soon after that the Medal and Star were
to be awarded to troops who had served at and south of
Wady Haifa. So for the second time we missed the
Medal and the inscription " Egypt " on our Regimental
Colours.
Later I was present on parade as orderly to G.O.C.
when the late Duke of Clarence presented new Colours
to the 2nd Battalion at Dover.
Being transferred to Reserve in October, '88, I tried
to reenlist at the end of 1899 for the Boer War, but the
War Office, in their wisdom, would not accept me, as my
Regimental age was 37. However on August 11th,
1914 I reenlisted in the 1/5 Royal Sussex Regiment,
(my local Territorial) as a Sergeant and went from Dover
to Tower of London in October, '14, where I was serving
at the time when the Spy Lody was shot.
Now finally discharged with the loss of a foot as a
result of going over the top at the Battle of Festubert,
I am now to be found at Walnut Tree Inn, Yalding,
Kent where any old Buff will always have the warmest
of welcomes.
Don't forget that if you have anything to sell, or if
there is anything you want to buy, we will gladly publish
your requirements in The Dragon free of all charge.
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Rhodesia.
BY MAJOR H. A. ARCHER HOUBLON.

(being the 2nd of a series of. articles especially written for
The Dragon by Old Buffs who have settled Overseas).
ARMING in Rhodesia offers a good prospect to an
ExService man with £1,500 or more capital.
A man may start growing tobacco with less, but to
a man without capital farming offers no hope. White
men on a farm are poorly paid, and only used for super
vision, all manual work being done by natives.
The standard farm is one of 3,000 acres, a large
area being necessary, as the quality of the land varies so
much, that only a small proportion is good enough for
crops. Good land near a market is not easy to get now,
except at a considerable price. Land can be purchased
from the Land Department British South Africa
Company on terms of payment being made by annual
instalments. But most of their land is far from a
railway.
Maize is the staple crop, and brings in a quick return,
but the price varies so much, and the cost of transport
to market so great, that there is little profit to be made,
unless grown on a large scale, close to the railway, or
a market.
For a man of capital, who can afford to wait cattle
offer the best prospect. Rhodesia is above all a cattle
country. Most cattle diseases can be avoided by dipping,
and cattle do well, and have a good rate of increase.
At present the local supply has caught up the local
demand, but when a export trade has been built up,
there is little doubt that good cattle will pay well.
Tobacco growing has paid well, and is about the
only crop that is paying at this moment. It is grown
on light soils that are of little use for anything else, and
a comparatively small acreage is required.
Anyone intending to go in for farming in Rhodesia
should if possible before leaving England learn as much
as possible about farm machinery, blacksmith's work,
and rough carpentering. He will have to depend on
himself for repairs to machinery to a great extent, as he
will probably be far from a blacksmith. If he can build
his own house he will save a lot of money, as white
brick layers and carpenters are very expensive.
Before starting on his farm he should have at least
two years' experience on a large farm. For the first
year, if willing to help, he would probably be able to
get his board, and the second year a small salary. Life
on a farm when settled there can be very pleasant.
Wives and families can be taken out, and natives under
white supervision, ma^e fairly efficient servants.
Fever is the curse of many parts of Rhodesia, but
many of the higher districts are free. There is usually
a township within reach, where monthly meetings of the
Local Farmers' Association are held, also dances, con
certs, and other amusements.
There is a certain amount of big game in most
districts, Koodoo, Sable and Eland are fairly common.
Guinea fowl are abundant everywhere, and partridges
in some parts: There are golf links, at many townships
and tennis courts at all.
There is a possible opening for a handy man in taking
up contracts for building, woodcutting and sometimes
transport.
As regards mining, this is such an uncertain industry,
that to anyone thinking of investing money in a mine,
I should say:—" Put your money on a horse. You
might win."
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The Biter Bit.
HEN our first Battalion was quartered in Calcutta;
the Sergeants dined " quality hours " during1
the torrid season, a light " tiffin " being provided at
midday for any hungry souls who felt like eating, and
they turned up for dinner in white drill or Satin J eaffi
beautifully " Dhobied," so that those who felt so disJ
posed (as Sairey Gamp would have it) could go out!
visiting their friends afterwards without troubling1
to change.
The Funnel Trick had been having a triumphant run,
and the Sergeant Major always joined in the general
merriment whenever a fresh victim was obtained. One
day, however, a Sergeant Greenhorn (that was not
his^ real name but it will do,) was present, he had just
rejoined from Jallapahar, up Darjeeling way, where
he had been recuperating, and incidentally learning the
Funnel Trick.
After dinner, scenting fresh prey, the Seigeant
Major made a special fuss of him, took him to the bar,
ordered drinks—a guinness for himself and a gin and
tonic for the lamb—and quickly proceeded to describe
the new trick to him. To all outward appearances,
innocently and interestedly he took in all the details,
Just as if he were on parade digesting the minutest
points of Squad Drill. The Sergeant Major continued
to explain how to balance the coin in the very middle
of the forehead with the head well thrown back, and
by bending the head forward, drop it into the funnel
which had to be carefully and correctly placed between
the band of the trousers and the shirt, each point being
precisely demonstrated in true Sergeant Major fashion.
With an innocence that was almost pathetic, Sergeant
Greenhorn appeared to walk into the trap, so everybody
gathered round anticipating the result they had so often
witnessed, never dreaming that he was anything but the
namby painby lackadaisical fellow he pretended to be,
but to everyone's consternation they observed that he
actually had the audacity to pick up the Sergeant Major's
glass and calmly pour the black contents into the
funnel whilst the Sergeant Major's head was poised
in the air!!!
It was some time before anyone realized what had
occurred, they were all amazed, dumbfounded, awestruck
(and everything else in that line,) until one cold blooded
cynic with more presence of mind than the whole of the
remainder bundled together, relieved the awful tension
by blurting out " Hoist with his own Petard, By
Gad!"
Then it appeared to dawn on the Sergeant Major
that something had happened, for he looked down and
beheld his immaculate nether garments being gradually
but surely discoloured. What appeared to be the
impossible had taken place, he glared at the assembly,
turned pink, remarked " Thats one to you my lad,"
and— WENT HOME AND CHANGED HIS PANTS,
1 A.H.B.

A Lament.
JffAIR Muse, the verse you whispered me
*
I thought was ripping stuff,
That readers scanned it eagerly
And never cried " Enough!"
Methought all waited anxiously
Each issue of the " Duck."
To feast on" H.S." poetry—
(O.M. gets in by luck !)
Alas!Fair Maid, no fame they bring,
My verses get their place,
Because their length is just the thing
To fill the vacant space !
H.
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EDUCATIONAL AWARDS.
6281477 Pte. Flanders, 6281476 Pte. Hogben, 6281514 Pte. Raite,
6281544 Pte. Deverson, 7250368 Pte. Pryor, 6393010 Pte. Elliott,
6653117 Pte. Owen, 6281561 Pte.Clarke, 6281571 Pte. Douglas,
6281474 Pte. Skeer, 6281438 Pte. Johnson, 6281483 Pte. Blench, 6281515
Pte. Lenton, 6281519 Pte. Wickens, 6281558 Pte. Finnis, 6281541 Pte.
Fagg, 6281599 Pte. Flood, 6281523 Pte. Cable, 1666911 Pte. Marks,
6280705 Pte. Worth, 6281496 Pte. Hudson, 6281522 Boy Webb, 6281475
Pte. Hoskins, 6281485 Pte. Clout, 6281582 Pte. Collyer, 6281554 Pte.
Patterson, 6281602 Pte. Hoy, 6281531 Pte. Morrison, 6281488 Pte.
Revell, 6281577 Pte. Bartlett, 6281457 Pte. Broadbridge, 6281587 Pte.
Hodkins, 6281484 Pte. Thornton.

ARRIVALS.

Officers.
The following retire receiving a gratuity (May 30) :—Capt. D. V.
Thomas, O.B.E., Lt. H. A. Price.
Lt. E. A. Wooldridge resigns his commn. (May 20).
Et. E. E. Eineker, from 4th Bn. The Buffs, to be Capt. (May 20) in
the Territorial Army Reserve.

The 1st Battalion.
APPOINTMENT.

7815586 Pte. E Jones is appointed unpaid Eance Corporal.

The 2nd Battalion.

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.

6279619 Cpl. Crane, 6279581 Cpl. Coleman, 6279517 Cpl. Kemp,
6279040 Cpl. Booth, appointed acting paid E/Sergeants 28/3/22.
6278117 E/Sgt. Potter, 6279860 E/Sgt. Buxton, M.M., appointed
acting paid Sergeants 28/3/22.
6278531 E/C. Vale, 6279549 E/C. Stocken, 6279396 E/C. Smith,
6279095 E/C. Cleary, 6278854 E/C. Argent, 6278859 E/C. Searle,
appointed acting paid Corporals 28/3/22.

The Depot.

REENEISTMENTS.

Pte. H. E. Elvy (late 4th Buffs). Pte. E. Back (late 4th Buffs).
Pte. A. A. Eocke (late 4th Buffs). Pte. \V. J. Parsons (late R.G.A.).
Pte. W. J. Stickells (late 4th Buffs, T.F.)

RECRUITS.

Pte. M. W. Drucquer, Pte. W. H. Slater, Pte. F. Clarke, Pte. W. H.
Claess, Pte. S. E. Coe, Pte. R. H. Misley, Pte. A. H. Earrett, Pte. P. E.
Martin, Pte. T. T. Pitchford, Pte. W. T. Pratt, Pte. E. Phillipson, Pte.
E. E. Sovico, Pte. F. Marsh, Pte. C. G. Smith, Pte. A. H. D. Smith.

TRANSFER.

7076312 Sgt.Shoemaker F. Page, transferred to the Tank Corps.

DISCHARGES.

6278799 Pte. E. Davis, 6279275 Pte. A. Hayes, 6279198 Pte. W.
Prentis, 6279485 Pte. W. Darbyshire, 6279938 Pte. S. Parkin, 6280374
Dmr. F. Brothers, 6279237 Pte. W. Calcutt, 6279452 Pte. C. Carter,
6281443 Pte. A. Gates, 6281449 Pte. E Ellen, 6278818 Pte. J. Bates,
6280271 Pte. E. Butler, 6281570 Pte. C. Parker, 6280265 Pte. F. Field,
6449775 Pte. G. Sheppard, 6278054 Sgt. W. Wren, M.M., 6280364 Pte. F.
Miller, 6279105 Pte. H. Silk, 6279804 Pte. A. Elliott (7/6/22), 6279724
Pte. J. Blackwell, 6270025 Pte. T. Pope, 6279835 Pte. E Barrett,
6279850 Pte. A. Wolf, 6279395 Pte. A. Russell, 6280136 Pte. W. Comber,
6279810 Pte. E. Capper, 6278987 E/C. A. Bradley, 6279465 E/C. F.
Bristow, 6280349 E/C. J. Flood, 7809782 Pte. T. Dobbie, 6280368 Pte.
V. Riveire, 6280373 Pte. W. Semaine, 6280379 Pte. J. Medhurst,
6279176 Pte. A. Sharp, 6279550 Pte. B. Wickins, 6279881 E/C. T.
Fullager, 6280281 Pte. W. Harmer, 6280360 Dmr. T. Shaw, 6279432
Pte. W. Snolling, 6280303 A/C. E. Sands, 7810012 Pte. W. Jackson,
6278873 Pte. A. Goddard, 6279655 E/C. W. Gammon, 6280272 Pte. F.
King, 6279100 Pte. E. Drumgold, 7813905 Pte. W. Carpenter, 7814147
Pte. G. Leader, 6279752 Pte. F. Sturgeon, 7810971 Pte. D. Sil, 6279869
L/C .F. Coleman, 6279057 L/C. A. Broughton, 6279943 Cpl. J. Baker,
6281042 Cpl. J. McNeir, D.C.M., 6280279 Pte. H. Freeman, 6278363
Cpl. H. Gomm.

EXTENSION OF SERVICE.

7817374 C.S.M. F. E. Love, 6279389 Sgt. C. Smith, and 6279031 Pte.
H. Brice to a total of 21 years.
6278534 Cpl. C. McNeir to complete 12 years.

CERTIFICATE TRADE PROFICIENCY.

6279382 Sgt. W. Maillard, passed the Class II., Group C, test for
trade of clerk.

MEDALS.

6279768 C.S.M. S. C. Adams and 6280077 Sgt. W. M. Sedgwick,
awarded the medal for "Long Service and Good Conduct."

APPOINTMENT.

No. 6281492 Pte. A. Hudson is appointed unpaid Recruit Eance
Corporal.

TRANSFER TO ARMY RESERVE.

6278057 Pte. T.W. Ball, 6278480 Pte. W. Newstead, 6278655 Pte. A.
Letchford, 7812878 Pte. E. Lockey, 6278486 L/C. A. Coleman, 6278287
Pte. T. Andrews, 6280389 Pte. J. Wallis, 6278231 Cpl. C. Vant, 6278227
Pte. A. May, 6290630 Pte. W. Denman, 6280388 L/C. R. Mills, 6278483
Pte. G. H. Matcham, 6278492 Sgt. J. Richards, 6278488 L/C. E. Torre.

6280547 Pte. S. Staniford from R.V. Hospital, Netley.

The 4th Battalion.
The following are discharged having joined the Regular Army :—
6281481 Pte. W. Stickells, 6278026 Pte. R. W. Little, 6281161 Pte.
A. Locke, 6281565 Pte. E Back, 6281285 Pte. H. E. Elvy,
6280526 L/C. S. Reynolds discharged under para 156 (ii.) T.A.

EXTENSION OF SERVICE (P.S.)
6279371 Sgt. A. Bennett and 6279143 Sgt. H. Baker, permitted to
extend to a total of 21 years.

ENLISTMENTS.
Pte. F. Ray and Pte. H. Buckby.

APPOINTMENT.
6281146 Sgt. A. J. Philpott, appointed Sergt.Master Tailor to
complete Establishment.

Have you heard this?
His First Stripe.
During the war Bill Smith was promoted Eance
Corporal. As no stripes were available he decorated
the right sleeve of his khaki coat with indelible pencil.
On the first pay night, to celebrate his first step on the
ladder of fame, he quaffed not wisely but too well, and
in due course was reverted.
He tried to erase the lost stripe, but in vain, and was
almost in despair, when he had a brain wave. He
appeared on next parade with the following written
underneath the stripe : " The above is cancelled."
Tact.
Two Workmen were arguing.
" What's the meaning of ' tact,' Jim ? " asked one.
Jim wrinkled his forehead. " It's—it's—" he began.
" Well, what is it ? " persisted his friend.
" Look here, I'll give you an illustration. The
other day I went to mend a pipe in a bathroom. When
I got inside there I saw a lady in the blooming bath.
I gave one look, raised my hat and said : 'Beg your
pardon, sir '—that s tact."
At It Again.
This from the Personal Column of The Times.
The " Subtle Dragon" is still fighting
for its
existence. It will twist and turn. Oh, the burden
of those letters. Always all my true love to you.
And This :—
I volunteer to fight "The Dragon.'1
lair ?—St. G.

Where is his
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"The Buffs" (East Kent Regiment).
Formerly known as the " Holland Regiment," and later on as
Denmark's Regiment,"

Prince George of

A BRIEF HISTORICAL SKETCH FROM ITS FORMATION IN 1572 FROM THE TRAINED BANDS OF THE CITY
OF EONDON, TO THE PRESENT DATE.

rpHIS distinguished Regiment is the representative
1_
of that renowned body of British troops which
fought in the glorious cause of civil and religious liberty
in the Netherlands during the reign of Queen Elizabeth,
King James I., and King Charles I., and which, by their
valour and prowess, during a struggle of more than
seventy years, enabled the brave and persevering in
habitants of the " United Provinces " to wrest their
country from the Spanish yoke, and to obtain from the
other Powers of Europe, an acknowledgment of their
independence as a free State.
*

*

*

*

1572.—In the month of March, 1572, Her Majesty

Queen Elizabeth gave orders that 3,000 men should
be selected by the citizens of Eondon from the Trained
Bands of the several Companies of the City as " Men at
Arms." This order was duly carried out, and the troops
were reviewed by the Queen in Greenwich Park on the
1st May in that year. A certain Captain Thomas Morgan
an officer of distinguished merit and service, raised,
from this body of troops, a company of 300 men for
service in the Netherlands, where it was engaged in
numerous battles and sieges until the year 1585—in
cluding the defence of Haerlem and Alkmaer, capture of
Gertruydenberg, defence of Delft, siege of Middleberg,
defence of Eeyden, battle of Reininant, and relief of
Steenwick—as well as numerous engagements, in all
of which it displayed the utmost gallantry. This Com
pany was the nucleus of a numerous body of British
troops, which, after the Peace of Munster, in 1648, was
reduced to one Regiment, and, being recalled to England
in 1665, is now " The Buffs."
1585.—In this year, 1585—the sovereignty of the
Netherlands was offered, for the second time, to Queen
Elizabeth, and Her Majesty, while declining this offer,
concluded a treaty with the States, agreeing to send an
army to their assistance on certain conditions. Each
coun:y furnished a proportion ; the Livery Companies
of the City of Eondon provided a number of men also,
and the men thus furnished by the City, in continuation
of the Company raised in 1572, being incorporated
into the Corps which is now " The Buffs," it was after
wards the practice for this Regiment to recruit within
the precincts of the City, and to enjoy the privilege,
which exists to this day, of marching through the City
of Eondon with colours flying, bayonets fixed, and
drums beating.
*

*

*

*

1648.—This Corps was engaged in the Netherlands
continuously until the peace of Munster in 1648, taking

a distinguished part in all the fighting during those years,
notably the siege of Zutphen, defence of Sluys, defence
of BergenopZoom, relief of Rhineberg, capture of

Nimeguen and Steenwick, battle of Turnhout, battle of
Nieuport, sieges of BoisleDuc, Venlo, and Eimburg,
capture of Breda, Gennep, SasvanGhent, and Hulst,
invariably displaying the greatest gallantry and disci
pline.
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the Regiment fought heroically under its Colonel, the
Duke of Argyll, who led it in person, losing six officers
killed and nine wounded, with more than half the
" THE HOLLAND REGIMENT,"
strength of noncommissioned officers and men killed and
which is now " The Buffs." During the Civil War in
wounded; Donay, Bethune, Aire, and St. Venant
England the " Holland Regiment " preserved its loyalty,
(1710), Arleux, Bouchain (1711), Dumblain (1715),
but was not actively engaged ; and while arrangements
Vigo (1719), Dettingen (1743), Fontenoy (1745). In
for the Restoration were in progress, King Charles II.
this battle the British Infantry behaved nobly, but,
was entertained for a time at the Hague, and the officers
owing to the failure of the Dutch in their attempt on
of the " Holland Regiment," eager to manifest their
Fontenoy, were forced to retire. "The Buffs" being
loyalty, proceeded thither, and being presented to the
detached from the main body, and having penetrated the
King, were graciously received by His Majesty.
position, and being ignorant of the result of the general
*
*
*
*
attack, were advancing in line, with drums beating,
1665.—In 1665—war having broken out between
when Sir John Ligonier rode up to the Lieut.Colonel,
between the English and Dutch—King Charles II.
and said, "Howard, cease beating your drums; face
demanded the return of the old English Regiment in the
your Regiment to the rightabout, and retire, for the
service of the United Provinces ; this was complied with,
Army is defeated." " The Buffs," with Lord John
but the Regiment, on its arrival in England, was still
Murray's Highlanders (now the 42nd Royal Highlanders),
called the " Holland Regiment." It obtained rank
shared the honour of covering the retreat most stub
in the English Army from the date of its arrival in
bornly and effectively. Falkirk (1746), where " the
England in May, 1665, and was then placed fourth.
Regiment of ' Old Buffs ' was one of those that stood
The first being " Douglas' Regiment," now the Royal
firm, and was the last to leave the field."
Scots," which arrived in the summer of 1661. The
1759.—In this year the Regiment was engaged at
second was the " Tangier Regiment," now " The Queen's," Martinique and Guadeloupe (1759), Belle Isle (1761),
which arrived in the autumn of 1661. The third was
Villa Velha (1762), Entaw Springs (1781), where the
the " Admiral's Regiment," which arrived in 1664 ;
Regiment greatly distinguished itself, suffering heavy
this Corps was incorporated in 1689 into the 2nd Foot
loss.
Guards, and the " Holland Regiment " became
1782—In the year 1782, His Majesty King George
III. directed the Regiment to assume the title of " East
" THE THIRD REGIMENT OF THE LINE."
Kent," and to cultivate a connection with that division
1689.—In this year the title of the Regiment was
of the county, which continues to the present day,
changed to
the title being

1653.—About this date the English veterans were
incorporated into one Regiment, which was designated

" PRINCE GEORGE OF DENMARK'S REGIMENT,"

" THE BUFFS " (EAST KENT REGIMENT).

1808.—From 1782 to 1808 the Regiment was
quartered at home, in the West Indies, Holland, and
Portugal, and was engaged at Nimeguen (1794), capture
of Grenada and St. Vincent (1796), Trinidad (1797),
" THE BUFFS,"
St. Bartholomew, St. Martin, St. Thomas, Santa Cruz,
from the prevailing colour of its uniform, which consisted
Saba, and St. Eustatia (1801). In 1803 another 2nd
of scarlet coats lined and faced with buff, or flesh colour,
Battalion was raised, and, after acting much as a Home
with buff waistcoats, breeches, and stockings. Between
Battalion does in these days, was disbanded in 1815>
the years 1689 and 1708 the Regiment took a very
transferring all available men to the 1st Battalion.
distinguished part in the Campaign in the Netherlands,
1814.—From 1809 to 1814 the 1st Battalion of the
notably at the battles of Steenkirk (1692), NeerLanden
Regiment was on active service throughout the Penin
(1693), where the Regiment fought most gallantly,
sular War, and greatly distinguished itself on all
and suffered terribly; Namur (1695), under the
occasions. The Grenadier Company was at the battle
immediate command of King William ; Schellenberg
of Corunna (1809). The Regiment was at the battle
(1704), where the Regiment led the attack, furnishing
of the Douro (1809), where it led the way across the
the " forlorn hope " of 130 men, with remainder in
river, and held the Seminary singlehanded, against
support; Blenheim (1704), where it lost heavily, in
overwhelming odds, until the remainder of the force
cluding two officers killed and nine wounded ; Ramillies
crossed over. " The Buffs " performed a particularly
(1706), where it charged the enemy's left flank, and
distinguished part in this daring exploit. Talavera
drove three French Regiments into some low ground,
(1809), Busaco and Torres Vedras (1810), Albuhera
where most were either killed or made prisoners;
(1811), where the Regiment fought most heroically,
Oudenarde, Lisle, and Ghent (1708).
and bore the brunt of the earlier part of the fight. It
1751.—On the 1st July, 1751, a Royal Warrant was
was almost annihilated, losing four officers and 212 men
issued respecting the clothing and colours of Regiments.
killed, thirteen officers and 234 men wounded, two
In this Warrant " The Buffs" were authorised to
officers and 176 men missing, some of whom rejoined.
bear the " Dragon," being the ancient badge, on its
The Regiment, in pressing forward, was surrounded
colours, as a reward for its gallant conduct on all occas
by four Regiments of Polish Lancers and French Hussars,
ions. This device, being one of the supporters of the
which, in the thick atmosphere, were mistaken for Spanish
Royal Arms in the time of Queen Elizabeth, also indi
Cavalry. Among many instances of individual
cated the origin of the Regiment in Her Majesty's reign.
bravery that occurred this day, one stands out boldly,
This badge was also to be worn on the Grenadier caps,
and the memory of it is cherished to the present time ;
with the White Horse and King's motto on the flap.
it is the rescue of the King's Colour by Lieutenant
1756.—The strength of the Regiment was, in this
Latham, an account of which appears on page 257.
year, increased to twenty Companies, and divided into
The Regiment was also engaged at Vittoria, Pyrenees,
two Battalions.
Nivelle, and Nive (1813) ; also at Orthes and Toulouse
1757.—In this year both Battalions were engaged
(1814), in all of which it took a prominent and dis
in an expedition which resulted in the capture of the Isle
tinguished part.
of Aix.
Soon after this, hostilities were terminated by the
1758.—In this year the 2nd Battalion was constituted
abdication of Napoleon Bonaparte and the restoration
the 61stRegiment, now " The Gloucestershire Regiment." of the Bourbon dynasty to the throne of France. In
From 1708 to 1782 the Regiment was constantly
May of the year 1814 the Regiment was ordered to
on active service, and was conspicuous for its gallant
America, and was actively engaged there at Plattsburg
conduct at Tournay (1709), Malplaquet (1709), where
and other minor affairs. (To be concluded next month).
which it retained till his death in 1708.
1708.—On the death of Prince George in 1708, the
title of the Regiment was changed to
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Colonels of the Buffs.

The Private of The Buffs.

Thomas Pitt, 1st Eari of Londonderry,
17261729.
No 14. William Tatton, 17291737.
LTHOUGH, no doubt, the Buffs did not object to
a spell of peace soldiering in Great Britain after
so many years of intermittent fighting, the period cover
ed in the present article (17261737) was, from the point
of view of the historian, a lean one. The regiment
saw no active service for over ten years and as their two
colonels were comparatively undistinguished there
exists no print wherewith to illustrate their tenure of
command. Moving from Salisbury to Leeds and
Beverley in 1726, the regiment marched to Newcastle
onTyne in January, 1727, and thence to the highlands
of Scotland where they were engaged on roadmaking.
In this, the first of four years spent in Scotland, the
Colonel, the Earl of Londonderry, was made commander
inchief of the Leeward Isles whither he repaired forth
with and where he died, at St. Kitts, two years later.
(Several Buffs had previously been employed at St. Kitts
in this capacity but—so the author is informed by the
present administrator—none of their portraits are to be
found in what is known as " The Rogues' Gallery "
at Government House).
William Tatton, afterwards Lieut.General, was
promoted to the Buffs from the Lieut.Colonelcy of the
first foot guards, on the decease of Lord Londonderry.
The regiment proceeded from Scotland to Berwick
in 1731, and the next year marched to Bristol; the
following year it was at Salisbury, and in 1735 was
quartered at that city and at Bristol; whilst the next
year it was in Kent and Sussex with detachments on
coast duty. These detachments were called in, in
January 1737, and the Buffs marched down to the
north of England again, and, shortly after the death of
General Tatton, on to Scotland.
F.W.T.

T^HE following is the poem by Sir F. H. Doyle written
^
to immortalize the historic  and gallant act of
Private Moyse of the 1st Battalion who, during the
China War of 1860, was beheaded for refusing when
taken prisoner to Kow tow before the Tartar General.
Last night among his fellowroughs,
He jested, quaff'd and swore :
A drunken private of the Buffs,
Who never look'd before.
Today beneath the foeman's frown,
He stands in Elgin's place,
Ambassador from Britain's crown,
And type of all her race.
Poor, reckless, rude, lowborn, untaught,
Bewilder'd and alone,
A heart, with English instinct fraught,
He yet can call his own.
Ay ! tear his body limb from limb ;
Bring cord, or axe, or flame !—
He only knows, that not through him
Shall England come to shame.
Far Kentish hopfields round him seem'd
Like dreams to come and go ;
Bright leagues of cherryblossom gleam'd,
One sheet of living snow :
The smoke above his father's door
In gray soft eddyings hung :—
Must he then watch it rise no more,
Doom'd by himself so young ?
Yes, Honour calls !—with strength like steel
He put the vision by
Let dusky Indians whine and kneel;
An English lad must die I
And thus, with eyes that would not shrink,
With knee to man unbent
Unfaltering on its dreadful brink
To his red grave he went.
— Vain, mightiest fleets of iron framed :
Vain, those allshattering guns ;
Unless proud England keep, untamed,
The strong heart of her sons !
So, let his name through Europe ring—
A man of mean estate
Who died, as firm as Sparta's king,
Because his soul was great.

No. 13.

A

The Standard Bearer of The Buffs.
I ^HE following poem was written by Robert Southey,
JL the celebrated poet, to honour the memory of

T

Ensign Thomas, a boy fifteen years of age, who gave his
life at Albuhera in defence of the colour which was so
gallantly saved by Lieutenant Latham :—
Steep is the soldier's path ; nor are the heights
Of glory to be won without long toil
And arduous efforts of enduring hope ;
Save when Death takes the aspirant by the hand,
And cutting short the work of years, at once
Lifts him to that conspicuous eminence.
Such fate was mine.—The standard of the Buffs
I bore at A Ibuhera, on that day
When, covered by a shower, and fatally
For friends misdeem'd, the Polish lancers fell
Upon our rear. Surrounding me, they claim'd
My precious charge.—" Not but with life ? " I cried,
And life was given for immortality.
The flag which to my heart I held, when wet
With that heart's blood, was soon victoriously
Regain'd on that great day. In former times,
Marlborough beheld it borne at Ramilies ;
For Brunswick and for liberty it waved
Triumphant at Culloden ; and hath seen
The lilies on the Caribbean shores
Abased before it. Then too in the front
Of battle did it flap exultingly.
When Douro, with its wide stream interposed
Saved not the French invaders from attack,
Discomfiture, and ignominious rout.
My name is Thomas : undisgraced have I
Transmitted it. He who in days to come
May bear the honour'd banner to the field,
Will think of Albuhera, and of me.

Thanks very much.
O less than 119 of our subscribers have brought up
their annual subscription to T he Dragon to the old
rate for officers of 15/ per annum, as suggested by
a correspondent in our Christmas number, thereby bring
ing an additional revenue to the paper for the current
year of no less than £42 9s. 3d.
We are most grateful for this assistance, which has
enabled us to increase the number of our illustrations
each month, to advertise the paper in several directions,
and to resort to a wide circularizing campaign to the
extent of sending out over 2,000 letters to Past Officers
and other ranks of the Regiment bringing before their
notice not only The Dragon, but also the War History
to be published in the autumn. We hope to give some
brief particulars as to the results obtained from these
2,000 letters next month, as the replies are only just
beginning to come in. In the meantime, here is a
further list of names of those who have so kindly assisted
us.
Brig.General E. H. FinchHatton, Colonel H. Find
lay, Lt.Colonel H. de R. Morgan, Majors C. Hood, and
H. Paine, Captains R. D. de Ouincey Child, H. Graystone,
N. S. Hart, A. G. Nugent, T. R. Price, Lieuts. B. E.
Davies, L. B. Oliver, and Mr. T. Hoar.
"VT
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E are indebted to His Majesty, Christian X,
King of Denmark, ColonelinChief of the
Buffs, for graciously giving us permission to publish
the accompanying photograph in our anniversary
number.
And we offer our thanks to the many who have
helped us in the preparation of this number in other
ways. With no Regimental records to fall back upon,
except the late Captain Knight's History up to the
year 1704, it has been by no means an easy task to do
justice to the occasion ; we have merely done our best
and are grateful for the assistance given us.
To General the Right Honourable Sir Arthur Paget,
Colonel of the Buffs, whose portrait we have also
much pleasure in publishing, the thanks of the Regiment
the and of our readers are due for generously bearing
cost of our coloured supplement.
And it was a generous
act of Lt. Col. J. H. Leslie
to insist on supplying a
coloured plate to illustrate
his article on " Early
Colours of the Buffs," and
all will wish to thank
him.
A further vote of
thanks is extended to the
Committee of the Kent
County Cricket Club and
to W. H. Smith and Sons
for their permission to sell
this number on the cricket
ground during both the
Canterbury and Dover
Weeks.
By this means, we are
hoping to bring The Dragon
before many new readers,
all of whom we hope will
find it sufficiently interest
ing to become regular
subscribers. How to get
The Dragon will be found
on page 277. We invite
all to help us bring our
circulation up to 5,000.

Their old friends in the 1st Battalion will be glad to
have news of Mr. Edwards (late 6181 L/Cpl.) and Mr.
Moate (late 5916 Pte.) who are living together down
at Trebanos in Glamorgan. They were both discharged
on account of wounds—one in 1914 and the other in
1918.
Mrs. John Hind is living at St. Leonard's on Sea.
We hear that Major Wyndham Tufnell is thinking
of coming to settle down at Canterbury.
Major P. W. Tomlinson has been playing golf at
Rye during the last fortnight in July, in hopes, we
presume, of being selected to play in the Past v. Present
Golf Match during the cricket week.
Those who were with the 1st Battalion before August
1915 will be interested to hear of their old Brigade
Chaplain, the Rev. John Kinnear, who is now Vicar of
Dunton Green (Kent.)
Lieut. R. A. Faro (late
3rd Battalion) is now in
the
Army
Educational
Corps at Constantinople.
We are glad to hear
that there has been a great
response from old 6th and
7th
Battalion
men in
ordering advance copies of
the history ; we quote a few
names but are unable in
most cases to give ranks or
numbers:
6th Battalion :
Major Druitt, Lieut. Neve,
Lt.Comdr. RaeFraser, (late
Ptes.) Messrs. Anderson,
Burstair, Burbery, Edgell,
Hammerton, Hart, Mar
chant,
Mansfield
Mash,
SearchRoberts, Sampson.
1th Battalion: Lieuts. Halli
day and Harvey, Messrs.
Bollen, Bigg, Barker, Cham
bers, Cude, Dallender, Frien,
Radford, Sackett, Tucker
and Tait.
Mr. G. E. Boon writes
cheerfully from Guernsey
Avhere he is happily settled;
he gives a very good account
of his father and mother.

With the above few
introductory remarks we
By the time The Dragon
now leave our anniversary
appears we hope that Mrs.
number to speak for itself;
Power will have arrived
and whatever it short
safely at Constantinople.
comings may be, we are at
His MAJESTY, CHRISTIAN X., KING OF DENMARK.
least confident of one thing, and that is the pride we
It is very good news to hear that Lieut. C. R. B.
all feel in the wonderful, unequalled and inspiring
Knight has come across a considerable number of Captain
record of the Regiment to which we have the honour
Knight's History (vol. i.). Application for copies
to belong.
should be made to Major F. W. Tomlinson, 2 Cavendish
Square, London W.1.
In regard to the Depot Week, full particulars of
which will be found on page 271, Lt. Colonel Friend
asks us to say that he still has a few vacancies in his
We have news of the following old Buffs: P. O'Connor
team for the Past v. Present Cricket match, and he hopes
(late 6901) who ended up as a Company Sergeant
that any of our readers who would like to play will
Major and who whiled away so many pleasant evenings
write to him at Bramling House, Nr. Canterbury.
for his friends in the old days, in company with C.S.M.
Boarer; 8321 Pte. R. McMillan; 8985 Sgt. R. Gittins ;
Captain G. F. Hamilton has been on a Light Gun
and 9514 Pte. W. Weller. The latter is looking after
Course at Pachmarhi.
Major Tomlinson whilst on his holiday at Rye.

THE DRAGON
One of our readers writes that whilst playing recently
at St. George's Golf Club, Sandwich, his caddy was an
old Buff : Mr. A. M. C. Long (late no. 6279572, Pte.)
who recently came home from the 2nd Battalion. Long's
father was killed whilst serving with the 6th Battalion.
Our readers will be sorry to hear that the recovery of
MajorGen. Sir Guy Bambridge must perforce be a slow
one. When thrown from his horse the base of his skull
was fractured, and he is still in hospital in London.
Another old Carthusian who served in the Buffs is
Mr. K. McDermott who, late of the 6th Battalion, was
severely wounded at Arras and ultimately relinquished
his commission on account of illhealth.
Lieut. G. D. Bacon, M.C., 4th Battalion The Buffs,
has been appointed A.D.C. to the Lord Warden of the
Cinque Ports.
Old Buffs who have
during the last month
been house hunting in
the Canterbury district
have been Colonel Findlay
and Captain Child. If
any of our readers can
help them with a possible
clue they would, we know,
be grateful.
We have to thank
Captain Bobbie Child
not only for having
brought his subscription
to 1 he Dragon up to
the higher rate, but also
for sending us 5/ for the
Benevolent Fund.
We hear of no less
than four old Buffs as
having settled in the
Argentine.
These are
Captain H. W. Williams,
(our informant) in Buenos
Aires ; Mr. J. B. Lawton
who afterwards migrated
to the R.F.C., and was
taken prisoner ; Mr. A.
H. Bestwick of the 3rd
Battalion, and Mr. Dale
who used to be town
major in France.
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The honour of unveiling the Loose War Memorial
was recently conferred upon exPrivate Harold
Harris, late of the 8th Battalion The Buffs, East Kent
Regiment Mr. Harris, who served in Flanders with
his battalion, suffered the terrible calamity of losing his
sight, but thanks to the skilful training at St. Dunstan's
he has been able to set up a small boot repairer's business
in his native village.
We are indebted to Lt. Foster Hall for very kindly
letting us have three old bound volumes of The Dragon
covering the years 1886 to 1895 inclusive. On another
page will be found an advertisement of the old Dragons
needed to complete our files.
Major A. C. Grigg, of the 4th Battalion, has proceeded
to the TA. Reserve, and Captain C. J. Howell also of the
4th Battalion has relinquished his commission.
It is with real regret
that we have to announce
that The Dragon is to
lose the services of Lieut.
G. W. P. Kimm who,
for some time now has
been doing such valuable
work as our correspondent
with the 1st Battn. We
do not know where his
next station is to be, but
we wish him the best of
luck, renew our thanks,
and hope he will always
keep in touch with us.
During July,
the
Depot was visited by Bill
Dampier (late Pte., 1st
and 2nd Battalion), who
will be remembered as
having left " B " Coy. 1st
Battalion for the 2nd in
1908, and the latter in
1912. His friends will be
glad to know he is getting
on very well, and looking
very fit. He is employ
ed as a messenger at
Somerset House.
Many old Buffs will
regret to hear of the tragic
death of S.  S.  Major
Ducker of the East Kent
Yeomanry who was run
over by a charabanc in
Canterbury.

Congratulations
to
Lt.Col. Bradley Dyne
GENERAL THE RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR ARTHUR PAGET.
on having won the
The funeral took place at Canterbury on the 5th
Junior Challenge Cup at the Wilderness Golf Club at
instant, of the late Sgt. W. G. Legge, of the Buffs, who
Sevenoaks. No doubt he will show us how these
resided at Pinn Hill, Canterbury, where he was employed
things are^ done when playing in the Past and Present
at Canterbury Asylum. A party from the Depot Sgts.
match which is to take place during the Canterbury
cricket week.
Mess attended as bearers, in acknowledgement of which
a letter conveying thanks has been received from his
Speaking of golf, Captain Baird enjoyed a novel
widow.
match recently when he played 36 holes at Princes,
Sandwich, against Captain Manclark Hollis a onearmed
To commemorate the supreme sacrifice paid by seven
golfer. It was only natural, perhaps, that victory
playing members of the Mote Cricket Club in the Great
went to the onelegged player.
War, their photographs have been framed together in
oak, and hung in the pavilion at the Mote. Amongst
those commemorated are Captain R. W. Mitchell, East
It has now been officially announced that the 2nd
Kent Yeomanry; SecondLieutenant Guy Bracher,
Battalion are to move from Aden to the United Kingdom
3rd
Battalion, The Buffs; and Captain J. T. C. Leigh,
during the next trooping season. May their station
be a Kentish one.
6th Battalion The Buffs.
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The 1st Battalion.

A

LL success to this unmber
of The Dragon which com
memorates the 350th Anniversary
of the Regiment. We hope every
Buff past and present will make
sure of a copy of what undoubtedly
is an unique issue, and feel sure
that the 1st Battalion will see
that no copies remain to become
dust covered on a shelf.

Now on the step of a different ladder, may they experience
no difficulties in getting to the top ! We hope to see
those magic letters " p.s.c." after their names in the
Army list soon and wish them the best of luck.
Several N.C.O.'s and men are actively engaged in
the study of French. Evidently much progress is
being made as the following testifies :—
Overheard in the Rue Petits Champo. Sgt of The
Buffs, addressing a sleepy Turk sitting on the box of
a carriage :—
" Oi ! jarvey ! Dekko ! You allez me to Yildiz
in votre voiture ! And juldi, or 111 frappe your
tete
off!"

The Commanding Officer re
joined us on 21st June after his
enforced stay at home. He quite
GUESTS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF.
enjoyed his trip out here, happy
On Saturday 17th June, Lieut.General Sir C. H. Harington, the
in the knowledge of Mrs. Mc
Commander in Chief of the Allied Forces in Turkey, kindly invited those
Douall's recovery—a happiness of the battalion in barracks to tea with him at his house, Maison Krupp
at Therapia some ten miles up the Bospherous. Everybody that could
shared by all ranks of the 1st
~ be spared,—about a hundred, went down to Ortakevy the port for
Battalion.
Yildiz barracks after they had finished dinner, and embarked on the
The £. O. has approved of The Harris Shield being
awarded to "C" Company for the year 1921—1922,
the following points being scored
"A" "B
Musketry
...
...
2
Cricket ...
...
...
—
Football
...
...
—
Hockey ...
...
...
—
Totals

...

2

" C" Coy., to whom all heartiest congratulations,
will now be known as " The Champion Company," and
will fall in as Right Coy. in Mass formation and leading
Coy. when companiesfall in in close columnof Companies.
We welcome our new Padre, The Rev. J. Thorn,
M.C., C.F., and hope he will enjoy life with us.
Incidentally it is somewhat difficult to enjoy life.
What with mosquitoes, sandflies, ordinary flies, extra
ordinary flies, centipedes, etc., one wonders if these things
were just sent to try us. And as the thermometer
rises and one walks through some of the streets of
Constantinople, a keen desire is felt to wear a box
respirator!
However !.
A I/eave Camp has been opened at Kutchuk Tchek
medge adjacent to the Training Camp. N.C.O's and
men take full advantage of this privilege during week
ends and find the bathing on the beach quite attractive.
Lt. F. A. J. E. Marshall, D.S.O., M.B.E., M.C., was
temporarily appointed Assistant D.A.D.R., and H. and
graded Class F.F. ; but on the arrival of the permanent
appointment from home, was placed in command of the
Serbian Guard.
Lt. H. Milton has been appointed Secretary to the
InterAllied Requisition Office and graded Class F.F.
Captain J. F. W. Allen, M.C., and Lts. R. Tuke,
T. Keble and J. Pritchard, O.B.E., are also performing
various staff duties in Constantinople; Captain Allen
in " Q," Lt. Tuke as D.A.P.M., and Lts. Keble and
Pritchard in " G."
Heartiest congratulations are extended to Captains
A. B. Thomson, M.B.E., and J. F. W. Allen, M.C., on
their successes at the recent exams for Admission to the
Staff College, to which both will depart early in 1923.

H.M.S. Waterwitch, the Government ferry.
There werestill two hours before thetime the tea party was supposed
to assemble, so a trip was taken up to the Black Sea, where everybody
was able to get some really fresh air after the peculiar stuffiness of the
City. Several small shoals of porpoises came up close to the boat to
show off their prowess and give the many amateur photographers
a chance of snapping them.
Therapia was reached by four o'clock and after some difficult and
complex manoeuvres the boat was berthed and the guests who included
equal numbers of Buffs and Irish Guards got off. The Commanderin
Chief and Lady Harington shook hands with everybody on arrival and
invited them to look round the garden before tea. Here one soon
realized the immense amount of money that Krupp's agent must have
spent to make his house one of the best in the country—in fact it seemed
nothing was spared to further German propaganda.
Cook house was sounded and everybody sat down to " some tea
which did not need even the assistance of the Regimental Band though
it played sweet music.
Directly after tea the fresh pipers of Jrish Guards opened the im
promptu concert. The General had spared no effort to collect the best
of the local talent, and every turn was well worth the applause it was
given.

#
At seven thirty the band played " God save the King" and the
homeward journey begun. Three cheers were given for the General
who waved " goodbye " till the boat was out of sight. All agreed that
they had spent a tophole afternoon and were sorry they did not have it
every day. Many thanks to out CinC and Lady Harington.

AT KUTCHUK CHEKMEDGE.
It is now four weeks since B and D Coys, negotiated the 4$ miles of
cobblestones to the railway station, en route for our canvas home shades
of John Edginton. The location, [this another way of saying Kutchuk
Chekmedje), is some 15 miles from Stamboul on the shores of the Sea
of Marmora and the road traversed to reach it interested us a good deal,
not partcularly on account of its historcal associations, such as the
Seven Towers at the S.W. corner of the city walls, the place where the
dungeons are, where some of the Crusaders were kept, where Grand
Viziers were soundly bastinadoed ahd other atrocities performed daily,
for the satisfaction of captious Sultans, nor the many mosques and other
objects of art and interest—no, our interest was more concerned
with the road itself.
This revealed itself to be 9 miles of cobbles and 11 of natural road
over open country. By natural, I mean a road made simply by the
vpassage of vehicular traffic; practical as the hand book would say,
lor the passage of alarms.
fc
All retired officers will at once know the sort of road and will at
once say, " Ah ! quite an attractive march. I remember, when we
were at Slummibazar, we marched 35 miles before breakfast on roads
like that, but of course they were much worse in those days," and so
on and so forth.
Did we look forward with any degree of ardour to this undoubtedly
attractive stroll ? No we did not, infact we wondered if our degenerate
physique was equal to such a perambulation, which we felt all the
time, our predecessors would have guffawed at through their side
whiskers—though to the modern mind one can hardly help considering
Dundreary's as anything but an additional handicap of nature in such
an undertaking. (Beavor / Ed.)
So there was little disappointment, when it was decided the journey
would be done by train, and it was thus we arrived, with sufficient
reserve of strength to sit down to a midday meal. Did I say sit,
Pardon !, the benches, due to arrive, unfortunately remained in that
state for quite a little while.
We now found ourselves on a grassy upland, (please turn to page 263
Military Terms) overlooking a Colmanblue sea. The heat was here
tempered by soft zephrys,—this sounds like an article of underwear
but I feel sure I'm right. The heat by the way at Fildiz is about 95° in
the sun, and about 94° of thirst out of it, but we found it several degrees
lower at Ketchup as we soon called it when we got to know it better.
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Here in this idyllic seasideresort so reminiscent of Clacton without....
without what did you say ? Without the houses of course. To your
tents Oh Israel.
But where was I ?—Oh yes, about half a mile from the beach which
is approached through waving corn fields. ' That is in quite the best
style of the guide book'.
As one slips precariously down the cliff face, at this time of the
year covered with the most gorgeous scotch thistles rising to rarely
less than 6 feet, and every sort of wild flower to which we at home are
accustomed, but each enlarged to about four times the size—giant
cornflowers, monstous columbine, towering hollyhocks. It is a fact the
profusion is most admirable ; sending ones way through this prodigality
of nature one immediately becomes aware of numerous little wooden
stalls dotted about on the beach and near it. These are the estaminets
our old friends in a different form—hardy Brasseries which are more
elaborate affairs.

Ah Me !

Here on the beach come all and sundry, Jew and Gentile, Greek,
Armenian and Turk, Ladies and gentlemen—and, as is readily perceived
by the eye, some are fat, some thin, some old and ugly and some Oh !
so young and Ah.me ! how beautiful! they come like migratory birds,
one day some wonderful bathing parties and then next day perhaps
only one old Armenian grandmother on the whole beach—but I suppose
life is like that.
One thing iscertain, whatever the reason, of 120
in the camp
119 are in the water whenever they get a chance. As we are here, not
for our health, but for the Annual Musketry Course our time has been
rather filled by Musketry Parades—however as all play and no work
makes Jack a dull boy we're none " the waur for tha' "
The range, a well laid out piece of landscape gardening standing to
the credit of our friends the Royal Engineers, lies some 1J miles away
on the border of a huge lake wherein the bullets merrily splash after
their exhilarating passage through the air and we hope, the target at
which they were aimed. The reason for this is there is no stop butt,
so that, unless one finds the target first shot, there is no friendly in
dication by a friendly stop butt to know which way it went. This is
a great handicap as is also the daily breeze that starts punctually
9 a.m.
The one and only railway runs for a short way along the range, so
it is our daily privelege to observe the Orient Express its nose pointed
for home, and at the windows the forms of those fortunate ones who
will for a season see Constantinople no more, but who in five days will
be ruffling it in the Metropolis. This sight gives rise to some great
thoughts.
At the weekends it is our pleasure to seesome of our comrades from
Yildiz to play a cricket match, have bathing picnics, and generally
build up our energies for the forthcoming week.
One more week, and we shall return to Yildiz in every case, I think
with regret at leaving this cool and pleasant contrast to the heat and dust
and odours of Constantinople.
MERCURY.

THE SERGEANT'S MESS.
Having settled now into our new quarters we have almost got back
to our old style, and have beeu able to fill in our SPARE moments in
quite cheerful ways. But even now we are somewhat divided, for two
Companies being at Kutchuk Cchekmedge undergoing their Annual
Musketry Course and Bathing Course, leave Headquarters rather
scant of Buffs.
Constantinople as a station may seem grand to most people, but itis
surprising to find there are but little healthy and wholesome diversions
to be found outside Barracks, consequently our attention has been
chiefly directed to pastimes inside.
Tennis is all the go now, and every night one sees both the ac
complished players and the novices demonstrating their skill, and
learning respectively. On 20th June,1922, aTennis Match wasarranged
with the Officers, when they so very kindly invited us to tea. Of course
as is usual we were beaten. But we are far from disheartened, and very
soon hope to turn the tables with a vengeance. We are practising
very hard indeed. So Officers beware!
Much interest is taken in dancing and it is very pleasing to be able
say that most of the non dancers ' or bar dancers' of the Mess, have
become quite proficient in the art. Every Thursday evening is devoted
to dancing lessons.
Fridays areour big nights, for then we hold a pukka Jazz, and every
body in the Garrison is invited of both sexes. So far we have had an
excellent attendance, and Friday evenings have proved most successful.

Things WE want to know.
Who was the C.S.M. who said 37 Barrels of ammunition would be
required for Guard Mounting ?
When is " Polky die " going to use a Mazel's Metronome ?
Who was the Sergeant who sat on a Fly paper in Drill Khaki ?
Does Jim know the weight of a lag ?
Who is it who writes the 10 pages ?
Cm.

A COMPANY.
Here we are in the land of the " Terrible Turk " after a very pleasant
trip aboard the good ship " Huntsend "
What a different type of barracks we found awaiting us compared
with our cosy tin huts at Risboro. They look as if a goojl storm would
wash them away, but the R.E's and our pioneers have been busy
painting etc., and things are gradually becoming better.

Before many weeks were over " B" and "D" Companies were
ordered out to the training camp at Kutchuk Checkmedge, leaving
"A"\and "C" Companies to carry on.
Several N.C.O's. and men were sent out on various staff billets to
relieve " B" and " D " Coys., and so the C.S.M. is now Orderly Sgt.,
Orderly Corporal and Room Orderly at least three times each week.
Sgt. W. E. Jones, Corporal F. Turner, L/Cpl. SulliVhn and L/Cpl. Turner
are our only duty N.C.O's, and owing to the numerous duties they are
called upon to perform are said to be getting quite a good banking
account.
All ranks were pleased, to learn of Mrs. McDouall's recovery and to
welcome Col. McDouall on his arrival to take over command once more.
Our sports have not passed beyond the barracks, where on the
parade ground the best batsman can soon be bowled out by the worst
bowler. We doother things of course beside play cricket. We did think
of running a pack of .hounds to hunt the wily rat,but theQuartermaster
has taken to killing all our potential hounds, so that's off. Anyhow
it is said that at education we sometimes have a chance of throwing
the javelin at wild beasts careering round our school room—so far no
kill has been reported.
We are glad Captain Essell has recovered from his touch of sun.
We have to congratulate ourselves on our new acting paid/appoint
ments and we can only hope they will become permanent promotions
though we realize we must'nt expect too much with the " Axe" still
reducing the Army.

C COMPANY.

The departure of 2 companies and the Drums to the Training Camp
has made us put our shoulders to the wheel re Guards, etc., but we are
getting through alright and their turn will come shortly, for we expect
to take their place next week. Then for a dip to wash the Yildiz dust
from our hides.
Regarding Sport we recently sent a team to play the pick of the
Training Camp at Cricket. Thisfnatch we lost by 23 runs, Mr. Kimm
being topscorer and taking eight of our opponents' wickets.
At the 3rd Hussar's Regimental Sports, we were again unlucky
with a well trained TugofWar team. Great praise is due to C. G. M. S.
Manning in getting them together and now he is busy with a couple
of our lads for Boxing at some Show in town coming off shortly.
We have now got the sad news that some of onr best sportsmen
are going to "A" Coy. We shall miss them especially Sgt. Louth,
Sgt. Jones, Bdn. Pearsall, etc. Good luck to them in their New Company.
We have just heard the news that our Company has won the Harris
Shield for 1921 and 1922. Good old " C !" Now you have it, keep it.
Glad to see our Company Commander is back again

Things we want to know.

What's become of the Cat caught in a rat trap in the Ration Stores
on the night of the 27th ? Perhaps the MessCook could tell us.
Who was the Bandsman who, after being invited to Supper with
" A " Company on the usual Thursday night affair, wanted to know
where the Butter was for his bread ? It's a wonder he did'nt want
extra cream for his tea, Coffee not being available that night'.
Who is the Sgt. in " C " Company who has never been known to
buy Notepaper.

The Optimist and the Pessimist.

ET us be thankful (writes our Optimist) that:—
j Orderly Dog, Orderly Sergeant, Orderly Corporal
I
and Orderly man, effect us only about once a month.
We are not forced to wear our medals always.
The rank of Field Marshall is open to all.
The Buffs have a Regimental Benevolent Fund.
We are not moving to Maidstone.
The marriage rate is going up.
We are not put to the expense of scarlet uniform.
A new Infantry Training is about to be issued.
Accommodation in barracks is never scarce.
The Army has Bands.
That's all very well, (replies our Pessimist), but:—
Reveille effects us every day.
We are not allowed to wear our medals always.
Everybody cannot be a Field Marshal.
I don't suppose they will give me as much as I shall
want.
.
We have to stay in Canterbury.
Marriage allowance is coming down.
We have to buy khaki.
I'm a Drill Instructor.
There's always a Guard Detention Room.
The Army has Drums and Fifes.
Don't forget that if you have anything to sell, or if
there is anything you want to buy, we will gladly publish
your requirements in The Dragon free of all charge.
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The Rise of The Buffs.
very striking article by the .
Honourable J ohn Fortescue
was published in Macmillan's
Magazine in September, 1896.
The article was entitled " The
Rise of the Buffs," and as it
indicates how the Buffs are, in a
special sense, the representative
Corps of the present Standing
Army, it is thought that some
extracts from the article would
be most suitably included in
this number of The Dragon which
celebrates the 350th anniversary
of the Regiment.

A

A FAMOUS CORPS.

"It was the war of Dutch
Independence that made the
modern English soldier, and was
in fact tne school of the modern British army. Moreover
there is still with us a famous corps which dates its birth
from those stirring times, and is indeed a standing
memorial of the army's prentice years.
Sir Roger Williams, a famous soldier, tells us the
story of the rise of the English regiments in the Low
Countries. On Mayday, 1572, four years after the
first insurrection of the Dutch against the rule of Spain,
Queen Elizabeth held a review of London citizens at
Greenwich. In the ranks that day were many veteran
captains and soldiers who had served in Scotland, Ireland
and France, and were now turned adrift without em
ployment in the world. Subscriptions were raised by
patriotic Protestants in the city, and three hundred
of them were organised into a company and sent over
sea to fight for the Dutch under Captain Thomas Morgan.
They arrived in the very nick of time to save the revolted
port of Flushing from the hands of Alva, and there, in
a sally which first brought them face to face with the
famous troops of Spain, they made a brilliant beginning
for the new British army. Fifty of the three hundred
were killed outright in this action, the first of many
tens of thousands of English who were to lay their
bones in Holland during the next seventy years.
In due course, Morgan disappeared from the scene,
owing to a quarrel with William of Nassau. He had
the reputation of being the first man to make " perfect
arquebusiers of the English," the first to make them
love the musket as the Spanish had loved it and practised
for fifty years. Roger Williams, finding his occupation
gone, entered the Spanish service in order more thoroughly
to master his profession, and having learned it, returned
to fight against them bitterly for twenty years longer.
^ ^
So it was that the English
gradually learned the new art
~
of war from its greatest living
masters. How many of us
reflect that Spain was saved
by her own pupils in the Penin
sular War ?

%

jm>(?

INVINCIBLE.

Year after year, the English
volunteers continued to cross
the North Sea to help the
struggling Dutch, and in July,
1577, there came a really great
soldier, John Norris, the Moore
of the sixteenth century. He
had learned his work in the
austere school of Coligny, and
he fought his first great action
in the Low Countries under
the austerest pupil of that school

and perhaps the finest exponent
of militant Puritanism, Francois
de La Noue. The day of Ry
menant was in truth the first
great day of the infant British
army.
The Spaniards were
flushed, not only with long
consciousness of superior train
ing, but with the glory of
recent victory over the Dutch
at Gemblours, ' and it was the
flower of their magnificent army
that attacked the position of
Rymenant.
But storm as
they might, the English and the
Scots, who fought by their side,
would not be beaten and would
not be broken. The day was
so hot that the British fought
in their shirtsleeves, a rare
thing in those days of defensive armour; but they
were drilled and disciplined men, and with John
Norris at their head they were invincible. So the
Spanish battalions drew back in sullen rage, and the
first blow at their prestige in the Low Countries was
dealt by the British.'
PARENT OF PRESENT DAY ARMY.

And now the plot of the Armada began to thicken,
and the majority of the English hastened home to
Tilbury camp to witness a scene of helpless confusion
such as has rarely been equalled even in the military
annals of England. The danger passed away, with
small thanks to Elizabeth : the English amateurs stayed
on their own side of the water ; and in 1589 the supreme
military command in the Low Countries passed into
the hands of a master, Maurice of Nassau. Though
merely a lad of twenty, he for the first time turned the
motley defenders of Dutch liberty into an army, super
vising every detail and organising every department
with a thoroughness, a skill, and a patience rare in men
even of twice his years.
The training in the school of Spain was complete;
it was now time for the Dutch, as for every nation that
will be successful in the battlefield, to evolve their own
system of war. This was the work of Maurice ; and
from him, rather than from his successor in fame,
Gustavus Adolphus, the English took their pattern
when they built up that New Model which was the
parent of our present army. Foreign critics sneered
at the minute accuracy of his drill and manoeuvres,
but Maurice knew his own mind and followed his own
bent.
At the same time there rose to the front another
Englishman, Francis Vere, sprung from a stock that
had fought hard at Crecy and
Poitiers and in the furious battles
of the Wars of the Roses. He
had early begun to prove himself
a better man than the bulk of the
English volunteers, had previously
shown professional skill, and in
1589 was made SergeantMajor
General of the Queen's forces in
the Low Countries.
Before the siege of Ostend
closed in 1604, Sir Francis Vere
retired worn out with work and
wounds to London, and in the
autumn of 1609 his shattered
body was borne to its. rest in
Westminster Abbey. Most of us
know the» four noble kneeling
figures that support the canopy 0/jficer/S0/
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above the recumbent marble effigy; but few of us
reflect that they are genuine types of the English
officers who founded the traditions of our present army.
THE SOLDIER'S LESSON.

And the English private soldier had also learned his
lesson in the course of sixty years. They were no
longer the raw louts at whom the Spaniards had laughed
for emptying the whole of their bandoliers at once
into their muskets, and firing all their ammunition
away at one shot. They had now won back the old
English reputation for fine marksmanship, and an eye
witness records with delight how the musketeers under
the heaviest fire would lean on their rests, after firing
each shot, and watch for the result as coolly as if they
had been so many fowlers watching for the fall of their
bird. They learned also of course all the niceties of the
exercise of pike and musket, and could stand with a full
body in a  comely posture against any soldiers in the
world. Lastly, they even developed a passion, rare in
their nation, for the use of the spade.
CIVIL WAR IN ENGLAND.

But now the Civil War broke out in England, and
most of the volunteers and many of the men went
home to take part in it; many, but not all, for there were
not a few who preferred not to take the life of their
countrymen. Even after the peace of Westphalia,
the English element in the Dutch army was singularly
strong, for when that army was remodelled in J anuary,
1654, twenty out of twentyfive regimental commanders
still bore English names. It is generally assumed, and
has constantly been repeated* that at some period,
supposed to be 1655, the English and Scotch in the
Dutch service were reduced to two regiments, one of
each nationality. This is not so ; there were up to the
year 1665, three English regiments and four Scotch,
numbering between them fiftythree companies.
Now in February of that year England declared
war against Holland, and the position of this British
corps became extremely ambiguous. With the prestige
of nearly a century of hard fighting and faithful service
upon them, it was thought in England that they would
obtain generous treatment from their masters, but the
English in the embassy at the Hague were by no means
so sanguine. In January, when war seemed certain,
the Dutch authorities began to speak of disbandment,
and one of Charles the Second's intelligencers wrote
urgently begging that, to spare the troops this affront,
the King would take them into his own service. The
English ambassador, Sir George Downing, also pressed
the King to accept this advice and send a ship to transport
them to England ; but still the weeks passed and nothing
was done.
THE TEST OF LOYALTY.

Then war was declared, and De Witt at once, forced
upon the United Provinces a resolution that the British
regiments must either take the oath of allegiance to the
StatesGeneral and promise to fight against England
if necessary, or be at once cashiered. It was not worthy
behavior towards men who, with their predecessors,
had done more for the Dutch Republic than she could
ever repay. Dismissal from the service simply spelled
ruin to the  unfortunate officers, whether they had
purchased their commissions or otherwise, and want
and misery to the men. Nevertheless, the resolution
was passed, and it remained to be seen whether the
loyalty of the officers to their sovereign could stand
the test.
The result was instructive. The disbandment was
effected by companies. Twelve English company
commanders, that is to say, so far as can be judged from
Downing's language, the whole of them, together with
their subalterns, refused pointblank to swear fealty

to Holland, and were discharged. Of the Scots, although
Charles was a Stuart and a Scotchman, only two had
the spirit to follow the English example. The rest,
who at first had made great protestations of loyalty,
remained with their Dutch masters, and, like all shame
faced converts, professed exaggerated love for the
Dutch service and extragavant willingness to invade
Great Britain if required.
THE HOLLAND REGIMENT.

Downing was very angry with the Scots, somewhat
annoyed with the King, and genuinely distressed for
the English. He did what he could to help them by
procuring passages home for the disbanded men,—
English shipmasters probably did not grudge them—
and provided the officers with letters of recommendation
to men of high station in England. Several of these
letters are still extant, and show that the ensigns had
most of them served form twenty to thirty years. Then
at last Charles was roused. On the arrival of the officers
in England he kept them for a few weeks on rather
higher than halfpay, and then grouped them together
again with their men as the Holland Regiment. This
is the famous corps which now ranks as Third of the Line
and is called, from the facings which it has worn for
more than two centuries, by the honoured name of the
Buffs.
And so the Buffs remain the unique relic of the
British Volunteers in the Low Countries. Though
not the oldest of our national regiments, for that honour
belongs to the Coldstream Guards, it has the longest
pedigree of any corps in the service, and represents
the original model of that sorely tried institution, the
British Army.
Apparently on the authority of Cannon's Records of the Third
Buffs. As, so far as we know, the statements that follow are new, we
may mention that the authorities are to befound in the Record Office,
Holland Papers, 1665, bundles 239235.

To "The Unknown Warrior,"
Westminster Abbey, 11th November, 1920.

With 'bated breath and teardimmed eyes,
And eaeh full heart in reverenee eries,
" Our Warrior's Home."
Thus does the Nation homage pay
To one who fought—and passed away,
His duty done.
He represents eaeh mother's Son
Come Home at last—the victory won
That we might live.
Little he dreamed, as from these shores he turned,
What weleome waited, when he next returned
" Immortal."
Ne'er shall his glorious mem'ry fade
Whilst England lives—the land he made
More Glorious.
Kings, Queens and Princes with the lowliest bowed
As he passed by, the Union Jaek for shroud,
Into the House of God.
If every reader of The Dragon would get one
other subscriber, our circulation would exceed 5000.
Will you help us in this way ?
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Marching through the City of
London.
rnHE Buffs, as is well known, enjoy the proud
1 privilege of marching through the City of London
with bayonets fixed, drums beating and colours fly
ing, a privilege which is commonly supposed to have
originated from their ancient connection with the
Trained Bands. There is unfortunately no docu
mentary evidence forthcoming to substantiate this
tradition, but it is more than probable that it was
owing to this that on the 29th April, 1672, a Royal
Warrant was issued to the officer commanding the
Regiment, which authorises the Colonel:—
" To give orders from time to time as there shall be
occasion to any captne of the said Regiment by beate of
Drume to raise voluntiers    for the recruiting
of their companies. Provided that, when, and as
often as any of them shall goe about raising the said
voluntiers within our Citty of London, or the liberties
thereof they first show this our Warrant for the same
to our Mayor of our Citty of London, and that the
Captaines raise no men more than what will be sufficient
to complete their companies from time to time to their
established number..."
The rights and privileges of the City of London
were always jealously guarded by the city authorities,
and recruiting by beat of drum within its precincts
was not allowed, except by Royal Warrant.
On emergencies Warrants were occasionally issued
for this purpose, but for special occasions, and were
addressed by name to individual officers and specified
the number of recruits which might be raised. It was
also invariably ordered that before beating the drums
within the liberties of the City of London, the warrant
was to be shown to the Lord Mayor.
The warrant addressed to the Holland Regiment
(now the Buffs) however, probably in virtue of its
descent from the Trained Bands, made no restrictions
as to the time of recruiting or as to the number of
men which might be raised, and it is no doubt from
this that the privilege originated, which the Buffs
enjoy, of marching through the streets of the City
with drums beating, bayonets fixed and colours flying.
This privilege which has always been gladly recog
nized by the civic authorities, was exercised by the
Buffs during the last century in 1821, 1845, 1846, 1861
and 1862.
In 1846.
The following is taken from an issue of the Illustrated
London News published in the month of October, 1846 :—
" On Monday and Tuesday, the 3rd Regiment (Buffs)
left Portsmouth for Ireland. On this occasion, the
gallant Colonel, Sir James Dennis, K.C.B., availed
himself of what is considered the exclusive privilege
of this celebrated Regiment, namely, to march through
the City of London with drums beating and colours
flying; and we believe the Lord Mayor to have been
apprised of this intended exercise of the Regiment's
right.
Accordingly, a division of the Regiment marched
into the City by Blackfriarsbridge; and our artist
has engraved this peculiar exercise of privilege. At the
time, a drove of bullocks, from Smithfieldmarket was
passing towards the bridge ; and in Chathamplace,
one of the beasts, irritated by the noise of the drums and
the glare of the red coats, dashed among the soldiers ;
considerable confusion ensued, and a young girl was
struck to the pavement by the infuriated animal, her
skull dreadfully fractured, and she expired.
On Tuesday, an inquest was held on the body, before
W. Payne, Esq. From the testimony of City police
constable 398, and other witnesses, it appeared that
about halfpast three o'clock on Monday afternoon
the 3rd Regiment of Foot (Buffs), having come from

Portsmouth per rail, marched from the terminus at
Vauxhall, in the direction of the Euston station, en
route for Ireland, and, having arrived on the City side of
Blackfriarsbridge, the colours were flying, and the band
had struck up a lively air, when an ox, which was being
driven along Bridgestreet in a contrary direction to the
military, became alarmed by the music, and dashed
suddenly towards the footpath by Chathamplace,
where the soldiers were marching. Several of the men
met the ox with their bayonets ; one stuck into the
animal's skull, and became bent; the other pierced one
of his nostrils, from which the blood flowed profusely ;
and the beast became so enraged that he again charged
the military, broke their ranks, knocked down some of
the men, and threw the arms of others to the ground.
Passing the pavement, he threw down the deceased
with great violence, her head coming in contact with
the curb. The poor girl, Sarah Kelly, aged nine years,
lived in Dukestreet, Stamford street, and was on her way
to see her mother, a nurse in St. Bartholomew's Hospital.
She was promptly taken by the policeconstable to Mr.
Hutchinson's, surgeon, of Farringdonstreet, where
she shortly expired. Her face was covered with blood,
which flowed from a fracture of the skull, and injuries
to the chest, which caused death. The Jury returned
a verdict of " Accidental death," accompanied by their
urgent and unanimous recommendation to the proper
authorities, that the dangerous practice of driving
horned cattle through the public thoroughfares, to and
from Smithfield, may be discontinued.

F

Personal.

OR some months past, we have announced our
readiness to publish free of all charge small
advertisements submitted to us from regular subscribers.
At last three of these have reached us, and we hope the
publication of them will lead to the receipt of many
others, our natural desire being to give the fullest value
to our readers.
Vacancy Wanted.
Wanted by O.R.S. Depot The Buffs, who is being
discharged in vSeptember, any position of Trust or
Clerical work. 12 years experience of Despatch and
correspondence work (includes 6 years of Military
Correspondence). Can use Remington, Royal, and
Oliver Typewriting Machines.
Apply :—Orderly Room, Depot The Buffs.
For Sale.
Child's Wooden Push Cart, easy and straight running,
and in good condition 10/. Apply " X " c/o of Dragon
Office.
Whole plate camera with 3 double slides :—£5 only.
Apply Box 11. Dragon Office.
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Battle Honours of The Buffs.
(Being the first of a series of articles on the Battle Honours of The Regiment).
No. 1. GUADELOUPE, 1759.
the Governor withdrawing his troops to a wellentrenched
Y the Army Order of November, 1909, the above
and most formidable position some miles distant. The
battle honour was conferred on the following
disembarkation of the troops was consequently unop
regiments :
posed, but our outposts were much worried day and
Buffs.
King's Own (Lancaster).
night by incessant firing and desultory attacks from the
Gloucester.
vSouth St affords.
French, who had taken refuge in the surrounding jungle.
Royal Highlanders.
North Staffords.
The General again seemed to have no definite plan of
Manchester.
York and Lancaster.
operations, and contented himself with strengthening his
Thus, a century and a half after the event, the services
position on the inland side of the capital. Our troops
of our troops at the second capture of the Island of
suffered terribly from the climate. By the end of
Guadeloupe received a tardy recognition.
January 600 men had been invalided to Antigua, and
In November, 1758, the Buffs, King's Own,
1,500 were on the sicklist.
Gloucester, North Stafford, Manchester, and York,
The Commodore was a man of action, as also, indeed,
and Lancaster Regiments embarked at Spithead for
was General Barrington ; but the former was independent
Barbados, where they were joined by the South Staffords,
of General Hopson, the latter was not. About the middle
and the Royal Highlanders, LieutenantGeneral Pere
of February Commodore Moore sailed round to Port
grine Hopson assuming the command. The force was
Louis, on the northern island, where he found a good
divided into four brigades, under Colonels Robert Armiger,
harbour. He at once bombarded its defences, forced the
George Haldane, Cyrus Trapaud, and John Clavering,
garrison to surrender, and disembarked a battalion of
whilst MajorGeneral the Hon. John Barrington joined
Marines, thus securing for Hopson a second base.
as second in command. It was also strengthened by
On February 16th the CommanderinChief died, and
a detachment of 500 artillerymen, under Major S.
Barrington determined to put an end to the inaction
Cleveland, R.A., and a battalion of Marines, under
which was demoralizing the troops. Leaving the 63rd
Colonel Rycaut, making a total of about 6,800 men.
(Manchester) Regiment to hold Basse Terre (the defences
On January 13th, 1759, the expeditionary force sailed
of which on the land side had been considerably strength
for Martinique, where the French were well prepared
ened), Barrington embarked the rest of his troops and
for defence, and no landing was attempted. Three
occupied Port Louis, whence he despatched Colonel
days afterwards the armament stood on to Fort Royal
Crump, of the 4th (King's Own), who had succeeded to
Bay, Martinique, and, under cover of the guns of the
command of Haldane's brigade, to effect the reduction
fleet, the troops disembarked. On the following morning
of the French settlements in the northern island. Early
a sharp skirmish took place, in which the French were
in April Brigadier Clavering was detached with his
driven out of some entrenched buildings, our casualties
brigade (reduced to 1,300 men) to destroy the French
amounting to 100 killed and wounded; but it was
position at Arnouville, in Guadeloupe itself. In this
found impossible to follow up the enemy owing to the
attack the 4th (King's Own) and the 42nd (Royal High
denseness of the jungle and the absence of roads.
landers) particularly distinguished themselves, and in the
middle of the month Clavering was able to join hands
General Hopson, who was suffering from a mortal
with Crump, who had been withdrawn from the Grande
disease, appears to have formulated no plan of operations
Terre, and to march southwards along the coast. Posi
for the reduction of Martinique, and on the following
tion after position was carried until Clavering finally
morning the troops reembarked without opposition, and
drove the French from their entrenchments at Cape
the fleet stood on to Guadeloupe, arriving before that
sterre, in the southwest of the mainland, where the
island on January 22nd. Basse Terre, the capital of the
inhabitants compelled the French commander to sue for
southern island (for Guadeloupe practically consists of
terms ; and on May 1st the possession of Guadeloupe
the two islands, Guadeloupe, or Basse Terre and Grande
passed into our hands.
Terre), was bombarded by the fleet and utterly destroyed,

B

The Capture of BELLEISLE, 1761.

"SU.j'w

Shortly after the Buffs had taken the Island of Guadeloup in 1759, they returned to Europe and took part in the capture of BELLEISLE.
The above print, representing the town and harbour of SAUZON as they appeared from the sea, was dedicated to " John Craufurd, Esq.,
Colonel of His Majesty's Third Regt. of Foot, MajorGeneral on the Expedition against BELLEISLE and His Majesty's Governor of that Island."
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The Buffs in Battle.

BY COL. R. S. H. MOODY, C.B., (late The Buffs).

T is now 350 years since our regiment came into being,
and this period covers practically all the History of
I
England since the middle ages and the times " when

Knights were bold " and so on. During these three
centuries and a half the security and independence of
England together with the rest of the world, has thrice
been threatened prior to 1914 by monarchs seeking
universal dominion.
At the time of the birth of The Buffs, the Spaniards
were making a resolute attempt to crush our country
and gain world power. It was on account of this that
parties of the London train bands were sent to the
Netherlands in 1572. in order to fight the formidable
enemy.
The next great danger to our English liberties came
from the power and ambition of King Louis XIV. of
France when the regiment was 130 years old and resulted
in Blenheim, Ramillies, Oudenarde, Malplaquet, and
all the Marlborough wars and victories.
Another century brought Napoleon to the front and
the third attempt to smash our country with the others.
Everybody knows the result of this enterprise on the
part of the mighty Corsican.
Thus from the time of Elizabeth to the reign of George
V. were three great wars or series of wars fought for
European and English independence, and, in addition,
were numerous smaller and less important campaigns
engaged in by our Country.
SAVING ENGLAND.

The Buffs, under other names, fought in the Nether
lands for years against the Spaniards and, by so doing,
saved England as much almost as did the Ships when
in contact with the great Armada.
A glance at the Colours will serve to give an idea
not only of the part played by the regiment in the
other two great crises but will remind the enquirer
of many a well contested side show, if such a term
may be used, ranging in importance from the Crimea
to say the relief of Chitral. These honours will also be
found inscribed on the cover of The Dragon.
LATER CAMPAIGNS.

Since the celebration of The Buffs tercentenary,
which, though really in 1872, was honoured, in the First
Battalion at any rate, two years later, and prior to our
recent Great War there has been no falling off in the
prowess of The Buffs. There was a small expedition
to the Malay Peninsula in 1875 in which a good judge
pronounced the First Battalion as beingthe finest infantry
unit present.
In 1879 the Second Battalion was admittedly one of
the best fighting units in the Zulu war.
In 1895 the First Battalion led the push to relieve
Chitral and was the only white unit to reach that place.
In 1897 there was another frontier campaign, and Sir
Bindoin Blood in his despatches mentioned the First
Battalion as a whole as he did The Queens and The
Guides.
, The Second Battalion bore its full share of the Boer
war and never gained ought but reputation^and so, from
the 300th anniversary onwards to 1914, there happened
nothing to tarnish the regimental laurels. In fact our
tree of honour still kept budding out afresh.
1914.
In 1914 came the greatest attempt of all to humble
our country to the dust. In the three previous cases
the armies of either belligerent had been small for many
reasons, the chief one being that sailing ships and coun
try carts used to be the only means of transport and so
no really numerous armies could ever be fed and supplied
with munition in the field, thus but comparatively
few regiments were engaged in any campaign.
Then came the Great War and all regiments were

hotly engaged and represented by several battalions and
as to how far The Buffs had maintained their great and
glorious traditions will be found in the appended table
of the Battles and Engagements in which the several
Battalions of the Regiment took part, and in the follow
ing statistics of the casualties suffered and the individual
honours won.
CASUALTIES.

The following are the numbers of all ranks who lost
their lives in the Great War
Br.Generals
Colonels
Lieut.Colonels
Majors
Captains
Lieutenants
2/Lieutenants ...
SergeantMajors
Q.M.Sergeants
Sergeants
LeeSergeants ...
Corporals
Lee.Corporals ...
Drummers
Privates
5688

Total
HONOURS AND MENTIONS.

And the following were the Honours and Distinctions
gained:
1
V.C. .
25
D.S.O. ...
4
(bar) ...
1
(2nd bar)
155
M.C. ...
13
„ (bar)
...
2
,, (2nd bar)
105
D.C.M.
1
(bar) ...
489
M.M
36
,, (bar)
1
(2nd bar)
86
M.S.M.
2
K.C.B.
... 
4
C.B
1
K.C.M.G.
5
C.M.G.
1
C.B.E
8
O.B.E.
10
M.B.E.
..
1
Companion of Honour
90
Foreign Orders
18
Promotions for service in the field (officers)
Total

... 1059
... 372
... 113

Mentions
Mentions (B)

Total

485

(i) These figures do no\ incude the honours gained
by the Canadian Buffs.
AND STRENGTH.

The number of Line, Special Reserve, and General
Service Men who served in the Great War was 28,951—
a total which does not include the gallant fourth and
fifth Battalions whose record in this respect I have been
unable to obtain. So when we take into consideration
the population Of EastKent the war Record both of the
County and the Regiment is one in which a considerable
amount of pride can be rightly taken.

THE DRAGON
BATTLES AND ENGAGEMENTS.

" The official names of the battles and other en
gagements fought by the Military Forces of the British
Empire " gives a list of " Battles " and also a list of
" Actions, etc." showing a distinction between them.
As regards France and Flanders, the " actions,
etc.," are all episodes in the Battles, the areas of which
were large portions of territory, so that, for instance,
two units might have been present at The Third Battle
of the Scarpe in 1917, one having fought in the action
called the " Capture of Roeux," and the other at the
" Attack on .Bullecourt."
Indeed the battle areas were so large that, in many
cases, success was ours on one portion of the field but
our forces held up on another.
When the history is
read this fact will explain why it was that often the
objectives of the troops whose deeds are described were
all captured after most gallant fighting, and yet no
further progress was made ; and again it must be under
stood that, in other cases, where our people were over
whelmed, there was no disaster to the army as a whole,
because the very sacrifice described was the means of
enabling other divisions of Englishmen to achieve their
object, as, for example, the sacrifice of our Eighth
Battalion at Loos on September 26th, 1915.
Under the headings Macedonia, Egypt, and Meso
potamia there are given in the official list many " Actions,
etc.," which were quite apart from the comparatively
few Battles.
Thus in the Operations " Attempt to relieve Kut "
4th January to 24th April, 1916, there are no Battles

on the list, but no less than nine Actions, etc., in all of
which our Fifth Battalion took part.
Altogether there were one hundred and ten battles
fought in the Great War, namely eighty on the Western
Front, six in Mesopotamia, two in Macedonia, nine in
the Dardanelles, five in Italy and eight in Egypt and
Palestine. Out of these hundred and ten Battles The
Buffs were represented by one or more battalions in
thirtynine and, in one of them, the Battle of Epehy in
September, 1918, no less than four Battalions, namely,
the First, Sixth, Seventh and Tenth were engaged.
In addition to these twentynine first class fights,
and not counting actions which formed parts of such,
the regiment took part in eighteen engagements which
come under the heading " Actions, etc."
{For the table of Battles and Engagements see next page].
Concerning Pensions.,,
We are requested by the Ministry of Pensions to
state that disabled Officers, Nurses and Men, and the
widows and dependants of those deceased, who desire
to appeal to the Pensions Appeal Tribunal against the
rejection of claims to pension, must do so, on the pre
scribed form, within a year after the date of the notifi
cation by the Ministry of the rejection of the claim,
or before 19th August, 1922, whichever is the later.
Any new claim to pension in respect of disablement
under any Warrant, Order in Council, or Order, ad
ministered by the Minister of Pensions, must be made
within seven years after the claimant was discharged,
or before 1st September, 1928, whichever is the earlier.

THE BUFFS WAR MEMORIAL.
Erected in the Warriors' Chapel, Canterbury Cathedral, and Unveiled by General Lord Home,
on July 31st, 1921.

Photo by Ackland & Youngman, Canterbury.
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Battles and Engagements.
France and Flanders.
DATE

NAME

20 September 1914
13 October 1914 et seq.
22 and 23 April 1915
24 April to May 4
24 and 25 May ...
19 July 15 et seq
25 September et seq
113 July 1916 ...
1417 July 1916
15 July3 September 1916
23 J uly3 September 1916
1522 September 1916
2528 September 1916
2628 September 1916
118 October 1916
1 October11 November 1916
1318 November 1916
914 April 1917
3 and 4 Mav 1917
714 June 1917
31 July  2nd August 1917
9 October 1917
20 November 3 Dec. 1917
21 23 March 1918
5 April 1918 ... *
811 August 1918
2123 August 1918
31 August to 3 September 1918
18 September 1918
29 Sept. to 2 October 1918
89 October 1918
1725 October 1918
4 November 1918

Battle of the Aisne, 1914
Battle of Ar mentieres
Gravenstafel Ridge ...
Battles of Ypres 1915 St. Julien
Bellewaerde Ridge
Battle of Festubert (Hooge)
Battle of Loos
/Albert, 1916
Bazentin Ridge
Delville Wood
Pozieres Ridge
Battles of the Somme j FlersCourcelette
1916
\ Morval
Thiepval Ridge
Trausley Ridges
. Ancre heights
^The Ancre 1916
( 1st Battle of the Scarpe
Battles of AtTas
\ 3rd Battle of the Scarpe
1917
Battle of Messines
Battles of Ypres
/ Pilckem Ridge
\ Poel cappelle
1917
Cambrai 1917
First Battles of the
/ St. Quentin
[ The Ancre 1918
' Somme 1918
Battle of Amiens
Second battles of the /Albert 1918 ...
\ Second battle of Bapaume
Somme 1918
/Ep6hy
Battles of the
Hindenburg
\ St. Quentin Canal
Line
1Cambrai 1918
Battle of the Selle
Battle of the Sambre ...

{

Macedonia.

2nd Bn.

1819 September 1918

Battle of Doiran 1918
2nd Battle of Gaza
Third battle of Gaza ..
Battle of Nebi Samwil
Defence of Jerusalem

BATTALIONS ENGAGED

1st Bn.
1st Bn.
2nd Bn. J
2nd Bn. }
2nd Bn. J
1st Bn.
2nd, 6th, and 10th Bn.
6th and 7th Bn.
7th Bn.
8th Bn.
6th Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
7th Bn.
6th Bn.
7th Bn.
7th Bn.
6th Bn.
6th and 7th.
8th Bn.
8th Bn.
7th Bn.
1st and 6th Bn.
1st and 7th Bn.
6th Bn.
6th and 7th Bn.
6th and 7th Bn.
7th Bn.
1st, 6th, 7th and 10th Bn*.
6th and 7th.
1st Bn.
1st, 6th and 7th Bn.
7th Bn.

Egypt and Palestine.

10th Bn.
... 1719 April 1917
27 October to 7 November 1917 10th Bn.
10th Bn.
1724 November 1917
2630 December 1917
10th Bn.

Mesopotamia.

5th Bn.

9 January 24 February

Kut 1917

" ACTIONS " NOT FORMING PART OF ANY " BATTLE.
Macedonia.
30 Sept. 4 Oct. 1916
31 October 1916

Action of Karajakoi's
Affair of Barakle Juma'a

Action of Sharkh Saad
Action of the Wadi
First attack on Hanna
Attack on Dujaila Redoubt ...
Action of Falahiga
First attack on SannaiYat
Second attack on SanhaiYat
Action of Bait Aissa
Third attack on SannaiYat
Passage of the Diyala...
Affair of the Nahr Khalis ...
Passage of the Adhaim
Action of Istabulat
Affair on the Shatt al Adhaim
Second action of the Jabal Hamrin
Third action of the Jabal Hamrin ..

Mesopotamia.
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

68 January 1916
1314 January 1916
21 January 1916
8 March 1916
5 April 1916
6 April 1916
9 April 1916 ...
1718 April 1916
22 April 1916 ...
710 March 1917
915 April 1917
18 Apri 1917
2122 April 1917
30 April 1917 ...
1820 October 1917
36 December 1917

DRAQON
PERSONALIA

We would like you to
SHORT SKETCHES

help us develop these features
| REMINISCENCES

. 2nd Bn.
2nd Bn.
5th Bn.
5th Bn.
5th Bn.
5th Bn.
5th Bn.
5th Bn.
5th Bn.
5th Bn.
5th Bn. '
5th Bn.
5th Bn.
5th Bn.
5th Bn.
5th Bn.
5th Bn.
5th Bn.

BOUND

VOLUMES.

Orders for binding The Dragon can be now
placed with the Editor in accordance with one
or other of the following alternatives—
THE THREE ALTERNATIVES.
1. Where readers supply us with their own Dragons :
4/ post free.
2. Where the complete set of Dragons is supplied from
our office 10/ post free.
3. Covers only, 2/6 post free
NOTE.—We still have a few Bound Volumes of the 1921
Dragons fordisposal.
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The Association of Past and Present Buffs.
ITS INCEPTION.
BY MAJOR F. W. FOSTER.

""FOWARDS the end of 1904, when the 1st and 2nd
1
Battalions were stationed in Dover, a dinner was
given by the Sergeants of the 2nd Battalion to celebrate
the meeting of the two Battalions. At that dinner it
was proposed to hold an annual gathering to which
should be invited all past N.C.O.'s and men of the
Regiment, but the arrangements for this, left to the
Home Battalion, were for various reasons apparently
dropped.
During 1907 an annual gathering was again debated
in the Sergeants Mess at the Depot, and it was decided to
institute an annual dinner to which past and present
Officers, W.O.'s, Staff Sergeants, Sergeants and the
Rank and File of The Buffs should be invited.
The first dinner took place at the County Hotel,
Canterbury, on the 12th September, 1907. At this
dinner SergeantMajor Cooke presided, supported by
Q.M.S. Foster and Q.M.S. Hopps, and the guests of the
evening included the following officers:—Col. J. B.
Backhouse, C.B., Capt. F. H. FinchHatton, D.S.O.,
Capt. Hirst, Capt. Wells, Lieut. Trueman, Lieut.
Chichester, and Lieut. Nicholas. Among the Past Buffs
present were Sergt.Major Bennell, Q.M.S. Dunster,
Bd.Sergt. Johnston, Cr.Sergt. Kent, Cr.Sgt. Friend,
Cr.Sergt. Cornelius,Sergt.Dr. Smith, Cr.Sergt. Newport,
Cr.Sergt. Bovenzer ana Cr.Sergt. Quinn.
At this dinner Mr. G. F. Dunster (late Q.M.S.) sug
gested that an association of Old Buffs should be formed
and a subscription charged, and it was during 1908 that
the Association of Past and Present Buffs came into
existence, and the following Committee formed.
President: Col. J. B. Backhouse, C.B. Vice
President : Lt. and Qr.Mr. W. H. Nicholas, Hon.
Treasurer : Chairman, Officer Comdg. Depot The Buffs.
Committee: Sergt.Major W. H. Cooke (Hon.
Secretary); Members:—Q.M.S. F. W. Foster (Depot
The Buffs), Q.M.S. H. Hopps (3rd Bn. The Buffs), Mr.
J. Bennell (late S.M.), Mr. G. F. Dunster (late Q.M.S.),
Mr. T. Carden (late Cr.Sergt.) and Mr. A. Friend (late
Cr.Sgt.).
The 2nd annual dinner was held at the County Hotel,
Canterbury, in September, 1908, and at thisdinner it was
decided to hold subsequent gatherings in London, a
programme which has been carried out except during
the years of The Great War.
AND A FEW NOTES.
BY R.Q.M.S. A. ANDREWS, HON. SEC.

Put quite briefly the aims and objects of the
Association can be said to be:—
(a) To keep in touch with all who have ever served
in the Regiment.
(b) To perpetuate the bonds of friendship formed
whilst serving together.
(o) To assist, through the Benevolent Fund, old
Buffs who may fall upon bad times, and to
find jobs for old Buffs through the Regimental
Fmployment Bureau.
As to how far these aims and objects are carried out,
the annual dinner held in London, vide the announce
ment on page 261, and The Depot Week vide page 271,
speak for themselves; and there is no praise too high
for the assistance rendered by the Benevolent Fund
at the limited Funds at its disposal.
THE NEED FOR JOBS.

But when we come to providing employment, we
find ourselves badly up against it. The Regimental
Fmployment Bureau does not seem sufficiently well
known throughout the County, with the result that
seldom is a vacancy ever offered it. Perhaps the many
papers published in Fast Kent might be persuaded
to help in this respect. In the meantime I would

earnestly invite any reader of The Dragon who may have
a vacancy at his or her disposal to send it to The Ad
jutant who has so many on his books which he is unable
to help :—
MEMBERSHIP.
7 HE ssociation of Past and Present Buffs is open
to all those who are serving or have served in a Regular
Battalion of the Buffs, and to all those who have served
or are serving with a Service, Territorial, or Special Reserve
Battalion.
Terms of Membership.
Officers ...
...
...2/6per annum.
Other Ranks
...
... 2/6firstyear, 1/ subsequent year.
Life Membership.

Officers
...
...
... £2 2 0
Other Ranks
...
... £1 1 0
And all applications for membership should be made
to the Hon. Sec., Depot The Buffs, Canterbury.
Whilst on the subject of membership, the following
figures will be of general interest:—
Year.

1911
1912
1913
1914
1914 \
1918/
1919

Number of Subscribing Members.

305
327
278
222

'

The Great War.
Steps taken to give the Association
more Publicity.
1920
348
1921
645
1922
924
From 1920 the membership has increased by leaps
and bounds and is now well over 1000; all of which is
most encouraging, as not only does this mean better
attendances at our social gatherings, but an increase
to the Benevolent Funds of the Regiment, as let it not
be forgotten that all monies received by the Association
over and above that required for badges, postage
and printing, etc. are devoted to that purpose.
OURSELVES AND THE BRITISH LEGION.

Questions have from time to time arisen as to why
the Association has not become affiliated to The British
Legion. The answer is that, being a Past afkd Present
Association, we are not eligible, as only exService Men
can be members of the Legion. Also the fee for affilia
tion is 1/6 per head per annum, an amount which we
can obviously not afford when our annual subscription
is only one shilling.
AND THE FUTURE.

The immediate future is of course concerned with
our Annual Dinner on October 7th, and the Depot
Cricket Week. That those may be bumper gatherings
is the hope of all of us.
Looking further ahead, we want a considerable
increase in our membership. There must be well over
20,000 Past and Present Buffs living today, and yet our
membership only just exceeds 1000. Here our hope is
that all will cooperate by not only becoming members
themselves, but by bringing the Association before their
friends, and persuading them to come in with us, thereby
building up the strongest and best old Comrades Associa
tion in the Services.
ADDRESSES WANTED.

Might I again ask all members who
left the services to forward me their
entry in the books of the Association.
addresses I can only communicate with
The Dragon.
GOOD NEWS.

have recently
addresses for
Without their
them through

The Depot is doing well. I have just received from
C.Q.M.S. Ransley, A Company, a list of 120 men of his
Company who have joined the Association. So now
what about it " B ? "
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The 4th Battalion, T.F.
A BRIEF HISTORICAL SKETCH BY CAPT. AND QR.MR. F. H. KEELER.

rpHIS Territorial Battalion has a longer history than
I its title would suggest. As far back as 1777
a Volunteer Company was formed at Canterbury and
Ramsgate. These Companies have been disbanded
and reformed under various names, but exist today
as a part of A and B Companies 4th Battalion The Buffs.
In 1798 the Dover Company took part with the
Garrison in the parade in honour of the birthday of
His Majesty King George III., and in 1922 they also
again took part in this parade in honour of His Majesty
King George V.
In 1803 the Corps was dressed for the first time in
scarlet and paraded in the Dover Rope Walk, and
marched to the Maison Dieu Fields, the Right Honourable
William Pitt riding before as Colonel.
In 1804 when these Islands were threatened by
invasion by Napoleon, and the Martello Towers around
the coast were built, the Battalion was called upon to
Garrison them. Dover was the Head Quarters and
the title was then The Cinque Ports Volunteers. A
parchment covered volume of daily orders of this period,
which furnish a lot of curious and interesting reading,
exists today at the Head Quarters, St. Peter's Lane,
Canterbury, and from this book the following extract
is taken :—
®
Extract from Order Book, 1st Battalion Cinque
Ports Volunteers.
DOVER, 1st Sept., 1804.

" Battalion Orders.
The immediate expectation of the invasion renders
it necessary that the battalion should be ready to move
at the shortest notice.
The Quartermaster will please to furnish a return of
the Camp Equipage and Ammunition, etc., in his possess
ion. The Field officers, accompanied by the Captaine,
will survey the whole on Monday. The Pay sergeants
and Drummers will attend.
The Quartermaster will please to deliver to the
Pay Sergeant of each Company one flint for each man
of the strength of the Company as per last monthly
returne. Every man will appear on Thursday's parade
with a flint well fixed in the lock of his firelock. The
Captain will please to see that the flints are fixed in by
a piece of thin sheet lead instead of leather. The Flint
is on no account to be fixed by meanes of paper, such
practice being dangerous. The Quartermaster will
please to have thirty rounds of ball cartridges ready,
to be served out at a moment's warning. On an alarm
of the approach of the Enemy, the Battalion assemble
in marching order on the parade, with Great Coats
slung. The Battalion will be intitled to paye and all
the allowances of the Line from the moment it is called
out. All must move Light; one shirt, one pair shoes,
one pair of stockings, and a Combe will be sufficient
for each man. Blankets and such other articles as may
be Absolutely necessary will follow with the baggage.
A small Portmanteau carried by a bathorse per Com
pany, will be all the officers will be allowed. The mode
of Conveying the ammunition, Camp Kettles, Bread,
Bill hooks, spare arms, bundles of Cartridges, etc., will
be ascertained in due time. The Captain will please
to see that the regulated waggons are in readiness. The
service will be short, and all will cheerfully submit to
unavoidable privations. The Officers of each Company
will, on all parades, narrowly inspect the arms, accoutre
ments and necessaries of their respective Companies,
to see that all are in good order. All must be sensible
how essentially necessary it is to regulate every thing
in due time."
The Battalion was disbanded after Waterloo.

PERMANENT PART OF THE LAND FORCES.

In 1859, when Napoleon III. proposed to invade this
Country, East Kent volunteered almost to a man for the
defence of the coast, and in 1860 the Volunteers were
recognised as a permanent part of the Land Forces.
There were three Battalions 4 Kent with companies
at Canterbury, Sittingbourne, Ash, Ashford, Wingham;
The 5th Kent at Cranbrook, Hawkhurst, Staplehurst,
Goudhurst, Brenchley, Rolvenden, Lamberhurst; and
the 2nd Cinque Ports at Ramsgate, Hythe, Folkestone,
Margate and Dover.
In 1874 an amalgamation took place and the two
Battalions became the 5th East Kent Rifle Volunteers.
In 1880 the number was changed to the 2nd Battalion,
and in 1883 the title was again changed to 1st Volunteer
Battalion. The Buffs East Kent Regiment with the 2nd
Battalion at Cranbrook. In 1908, the titles were again
changed to 4th and 5th Battalion The Buffs; and in
1921 the 5th Battalion was amalgamated with the 4th.
Such is the brief outline of the history of the 4th
Battalion The Buffs. No sterner work was required
of it except the unselfish patriotism of giving time and
money to train in the defence of these Islands, until
the South African War when a Company was formed
under the Command of Captain, now Colonel Graham
Gosling, O.B.E., T.D., to join the 2nd Battalion with
which it rendered the most valuable service.
In 1914 the 4th and 5th .Battalions were in training
at Longmoor and on 28th July, 1914 were mobilized for
vSpecial Service and despatched to their War Station
for the Great War, and these were probably the first
men in the Empire to be actually mobilized.
INDIA, ADEN, AND MESOPOTAMIA.

Both Battalions were completely mobilized on the
4th and 5th of August, 1914, and were sent to Dover to
prepare the outlying defences of that Fortress, and to
hold the line until relieved by the Special Reserve of the
Regular Army. Shortly afterwards they proceeded to
Canterbury, then to Sandwich and Thanet, and at the
end of October embarked for India arriving at Bombay
in December, 1914. The 5th Battalion to Kamptee,
the 4th Battalion to Mhow.
In 1915 the 4th Battalion under the command of Col.
Graham Gosling, O.B.E., T.D., embarked for Aden and
joined the Aden Field Force, where, under very trying
conditions, they prevented the further advance of the
Turkish Army, and lost a number of men.
The 5th Battalion proceeded to Mesopotamia to try
and relieve Kut. The desperate fighting during this
gallant attempt cost the Battalion nearly half its strength
in casualties. Reinforced by drafts from the 4th
Battalion and others, they took part in the battles and
trying desert marches in the advance on Bagdad, and,
under the command of Colonel J. Body, D.S.O., O.B.E.,
T.D., were the first Troops to enter the city. The
first British Flag flown over the city was presented to
the 5th Battalion and is now in Canterbury Cathedral.
The 5th Battalion took part in the further battle
to clear the country—and finally embarked for England
in the Autumn of 1919.
The 4th Battalion in 1919 took part in the quelling
of the Punjaub Disturbances and sent a strong draft
to Quetta for the Afghan war, ; finally embarking for
England in October, 1919.
In 1920 they were reorganized as the 4th and 5th
Battalion The Buffs. From April to July, 1921, they
were mobilized as a part of the Defence Force and, at
the end of the year, the 5th Battalion was amalgamated
with the 4th Battalion.
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A Visit to Gailipoli.
24TH TO 27TH JUNE, 1922.

" Even so was wisdom proven blind,
So courage failed, so strength was chained ;
Even so the gods, whose seeing mind
Is not as ours, ordained."
MAKE no apology
for quoting those
lines. They are borrowed
and are now impressed
on my memory the more
as a result of a tour of
the Anzac and Helles
fronts at Gailipoli. And
this story of mine is of
the visit and not of the
campaign. If you would
refresh your memory
of that there are many
accounts already pub
lished and I know of
none so interesting and
truly
descriptive
as
Masefi eld's.
The lurks War Memorial.
Leaving Galata Quay
on the evening of 24th June last, on the H.M.S.
Waterwitch, the party of officers numbered 25 under the
command of Colonel, Dunlop, Base Commandant. We
reached Kilia Bay, which is in the Peninsula, opposite
Chanak, that Turkish fortress which once commanded
the Narrows.
Kilia we found was the Headquarters of the Imperial
War Graves Commission who have done such splendid
work in searching the peninsula and centralizing the
graves.
After an early bathe and breakfast the party set out
in car and lorry for the other side of the peninsula and
soon found themselves near Gaba Tepe and running
along a road parallel to Brighton Beach. It was on this
beach that the original Anzac landing was to have been
made, but it was actually made farther north on a
narrow strip of beach between two little headlands—
a small cove now designated " Anzac."
Already we could see how that, inland from the
narrow beach, the land rose in steep broken hills and
spurs, with dense undergrowth of shrub, and there were
once clumps of pine trees here and there.
Before reaching Anzac Cove, our party made straight
up the slope through a narrow gully, difficult to negotiate
even without the confusion and impediments of war,
until we found ourselves on top at Lone Pine, which was
the first point of the Australian attack on the 25th April,
1915. Our interest was at once centred in the little
cemetery on Lone Pine, the scene of desperate hand to
hand encounters, where V.C.'s were won, an immortal
spot of Empire. Then we turned our attention to the
topography of the country.

I

Lone Pine Cemetery.
The Hill of Lone or Lonesome Pine is a little plateau
less than 400 feet high, measuring perhaps 250 jris. long
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by 200 across. On its south western side it drops down
by gullies to a col or ridge known as Pine Ridge which
ridge, could the Australians have but held, would have
possibly proved the key to successful command of the
Narrows and led to the capture of the Peninsula.
Gazing round we noted the network of trenches,
the total absence of any thing to afford shade and shelter,
the scrubby gorse, the nature of the ground which is
principally shale, the debris of war still lying about,
though most has been cleared away, and we then set
foot along the ridge northwards towards the culminating
feature of Kaja Chemin Tepe.
Here and there were to be seen the little cemeteries
on spots that are historic. Thus we came to Johnston's
Jolly—we imagined how " Jolly " it must have been ;
and then to Quinn's Post, from which we observed the
German officers' trenches on one side, and on the other
side that death trap, Shrapnel Gully leading down to the
beach.

Shrapnel Gully.
The little cemeteries were in the hands of working
parties of Turks who are building in and consolidating
the cemeteries with huge granite blocks.
On past Courtney's Post where we met an exTurkish
officer who fought at Lone Pine and who acted as guide.
Right well he knew the country and the facts of the
campaign too.
We reached the summit of Babz Yoo and from there
gaged down Monash Valley another Australian route
to and from the beach.
Next we found ourselves on Chunuk Bair, gazing
down on " The Farm." We spent some little time
here, for there were many absorbing features. During
those fateful August days and nights we held Chunuk
Bair for a brief space, but eventually the Turk won it
back and kept it. Here he has erected his war memorial,
Here was an interesting network of trenches, these
Turkish, those British. Five yards of NoMan's land
in places !
With our backs to the War Memorial we gazed out
over Suvla Plain and saw below us, Ocean B and C
Beaches, and Suvla Bay beyond.
We remembered that two companies of The .Buffs
(one from the 2/4th and the other from the 2/5th)
landed at Suvla with the 2/4 R.W. Kent Regt. in August
15 and remained there till December, '15, being gradually
much reduced by sickness.
On we picked our way to Hill Q, and the more
energetic of the party continued on to the summit of
Koja Chemer Tepe from which a splendid view of the
country was obtained. This was the great prize to be
fought for during the Suvla operation, but alas! it was
never ours.
(To be continued).

256

THE DRAGON

Early Colours of The Buffs.

BY LIEUT.COLONEL J. H. LESLIE, R.A. (retired list).

rT^HE first known allusion to " Colours," as meaning
JL military Ensigns or Flags, is found in a book
entitled " Certain Discourses," etc., by Sir J. Smythe,
published in 1590, in which the following passage occurs :
" Their Ensigns they will not call by that name, but
by the name of Colours."
In 1598 Robert Barrett published a work entitled
" The Theorike and Practike of Moderne Warres,"
in which we read :—
"We call them1 of late Colours, by reason of the
variety of colours they be made of."
The first mention which I have met with of Colours
in a Regiment is in a book published in London in 1637,
and entitled "Monro2: His Expedition with the
Worthy Scots Regiment (called MacKeyes Regiment)
levied in August 1626."
" MacKey Lord Rhees3 " (sic) was Colonel of this
Regiment which was raised " for his Majesties service
in Denmark."
On page 2 the following passage refers to the Regi
ment, which had proceeded to the Continent, and was
at the time (1627) quartered in Holstein :—
" The Regiment mustered received colours, wherein
his Majestie would have the Officers to carry the Danes
crosse, which the Officers refusing they were summoned
to compeare before his Majestie at Raynesberge, to know
the reasons of their refusalls; at the meeting none
would adventure, fearing his Majesties indignation,
to gainestand openly his Majesties will, being then his
Majesties sworne Servants: and for the eschewing
of greater inconvenience, the Officers desired so much :
time of his Maiestie, as to send Captain Robert Enhis into
England, to know his Majestie of Great Britaines will,
whether or no, they might carrie without reproach the
Danes Crosse, in Scottish "Colours : answere was returned,
they should obey their will, under whose pay they were,
in a matter so indifferent."
This clearly shows that the Regiment was carrying
Colours, whatever the Colours may have been.
There is in the Brit. Mus. (Harl. MSS. 1460) a book of
handpainted " Collours taken from the Scotts at
Preston " by Cromwell's forces in 1648, and at Dunbar
on 3rd September, 1650. They are mostly of one design,
the Cross of St. Andrew throughout, on a plain coloured
field, red or blue, with a badge or crest in the centre.
This much as to Colours generally.
The Buffs, or Holland Regiment, as it was formerly
designated, was brought upon the English establishment
in 1665, and the earliest mention of its " Colours "
is found in State Papers Domestic, Entry Book 129,4
p. 185, where the "Master of our Great Wardrobe"
was directed to " forthwith provide Two Colours for
each of ye five Companys of Foot which Wee are now
sending upon an expedicon to Our Colony of Virginia
according to ye description and differences hereafter
specified, vizt x x x x x For Captn. William
Meoles Company in Our Holland Regimt x x x
x x Two Colours, The graind green with a Red Crosse
in a Whitefield." The date of this warrant is 6
November, 1676.
This description agrees exactly with that of the Colour
as given in Nathan Brooks's Army List of 1684, in which
it is stated that
" The Holland Regiment consists of 12 Companies
without Granadiers, coated red, lined with a flesh colour;
flies the red cross bordered white in a green field."
It may, I think, be fairly assumed that this con
stituted the "Regimental" Colour, during the period
167084, and that each Company had one.
1
2
3
4

i.e. ensigns.
Colonel Robert Monro. See ' D.N.B.'
This was Donald Mackay, 1st Baron Reay—cr.
1628. ' See * D.N.B.'
Public Record Office^

When James II. came to the Throne in the following
year (1685) he took up the question of Regimental
Colours,, and in the Royal Library at Windsor is a book
containing handpainted drawings, made in 1687, of
the Standards and Flags of every Regiment in the
Army.
The Colours of "The Holland Regiment" as por
trayed in this book are described by Milne1 in the words
here following:—
'' The Colonel's flag black, in the centre very large,
covering fully half the space, the " sun in splendour; "
Lieutenantcolonel's black with a red cross edged white,
over all the sun in splendour; major's as the last,
with the addition of a small silver flame or blaze issuing
out of the upper corner; eldest captain's as the
Lieutenantcolonel's but with the numeral I. in the
upper quarter, the other captains' flags doubtless num
bered in rotation."
No conclusive reason has yet been put forward as to
why the " sun in splendour " was authorized as a badge.
It is supposed that this type of Colour remained in
use until 1743, when by a Royal Warrant of 17 Sep
tember2, the Regulations were completely changed.
The devices and badges which Colonels of Regiments
bore in their Colours were abolished, and the place of
the Regimental and Company Colours was taken by
two only, the first (afterwards called the " King's"
Colour) bearing the Union Flag throughout, and the
second (called the " Regimental" Colour) being made
of the colour of the Regimental facings, with a small
Union. Flag in the upper canton nearest to the staff.
The precedency of regiments had been laid down
in an " Order for setling the Rank of the Foot3" dated
10 June, 1694, though numbers were not actually
used, but the Regulations of 1743 laid down that the
" Number of the Rank of the Regiments " was to be
painted in the centre of each Colour, " in Gold Roman
Figures," the first occasion of its display upon any part
of military equipment.
This warrant, which did not describe colours in detail,
was followed in 1747 by slightly modified regulations,
a manuscript copy of which, with handpainted illus
trations, is in the Royal Library at Windsor Castle.
These bear the heading " Colours, Cloathing of the
Drummers, Grenadiers Caps, Drums, Bells of Arms4
and Camp Colours of the Marching Regiments of Foot,
1747 " and are signed by " R. Napier, Adj. Gen.1"
The two Buffs' Colours bear the motto " Veteri
Frondescit Honore," and " The Green Dragon, being
their Antient badge."
In 1751 a Royal Warrant5, dated 1 July, was
published, giving full details of the Clothing, Colours,
Mottos, Badges, etc., of the 21 Regiments of Cavalry,
and 49 of Infantry then existing. In this Warrant the
Buffs' motto is not mentioned.
The Colours of today are almost the same as those
of 1751, the only change of importance being the
addition of Battle Honours, which were first authorized
to be borne in 1801.5
Note in "Five Decades of Epistles of Warre " by
Francis Markham, published in 1622, the 9th Epistle of
the 2nd Decade is entitled "The Office of the Ensigne,"
n which the author says that " Greene signifieth Good
Hope, or the accomplishment of holy or honourable
actions."
"The Standards and Colours of the Army." By
S. M. Milne, 1893.
"The Rudiments of warr." 1777. Pages 22838.
Public Record Office. W.O. 26/7.
4 i.e. Bell Tents, in which the firearms of Infantry
Regiments were placed when encamped.
5 Public Record Office. W.O. 26/21.
5 Plate XXI in Milne's book, already quoted, gives
coloured illustrations of the two Buffs' Colours of
1807, then bearing no Battle Honours.

1
2
3
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Lt. Latham and Albuhera.
ri^HE following ac
L count of Lieut.
Latham's gallant act
at Albuhera is taken
from theofficial records.
" The following cir
cumstances, which were
not fully known at the
period of the publica
tion of the " History
of the 3rd Regiment of
Foot, or The Buffs,"
are now detailed in
order to render due
honour and justice to
the gallant officer, Cap
CAPTAIN MATTHEW LATHAM.
tain Matthew Latham,
by whose determined bravery the King's Colour of the
Regiment was preserved at the battle of Albuhera, on
the 16th May, 1811.
" HORSE GUARDS,

" Is* October, 1841.
' The Buffs ' were, on that occasion, engaged with
the French Infantry in front, and while thus contend
ing, they were attacked in the rear by a. large force of
French and Polish Cavalry. The First, or King's Colour,
was carried by Ensign Walsh. The Sergeants who
protected it had all fallen in its defence, and Ensign
Walsh was surrounded, wounded, and taken prisoner ;
but Lieutenant Latham, alive to the honour of his
Corps, ran forward in time to seize the Colour, and he
defended it with heroic gallantry.
Surrounded by a crowd of assailants, each emulous
of the honour of capturing the Colour, and his body
bleeding from wounds, Lieutenant Latham clung
with energetic tenacity to his precious charge, defended
himself with his sword, and refused to yield. A Lancer,
seizing the flagstaff, and rising in his stirrups, aimed
at the head of the gallant Latham a blow which failed
in cutting him down, but which sadly mutilated him,
severing one side of the face and nose.

Although thus severely wounded, his resolute spirit
did not shrink, but he sternly and rigorously continued
to struggle with the horsemen, and as they endeavoured
to drag the Colour from him, he exclaimed, ' I will
surrender it only with my life.' A second sabre stroke
severed his left arm and hand, in which he held the
staff, from his body. He then dropped his sword,
and, seizing the staff with his right hand, continued to
struggle with his opponents until he was thrown down,
trampled upon, and pierced with lances; but the
number of his adversaries impeded their efforts to destroy
him, and at that moment, the British Cavalry coming up,
the enemy fled.
Lieutenant Latham, although desperately wounded,
was so intent on preserving the Colour, that he exerted
the little strength he had left to remove it from the staff,
and to conceal it under him. The Fusilier Brigade
advanced, and, by a gallant effort, changed the fortune
of the day. Sergeant Gough, of the 1st Battalion 7th
Royal Fusiliers, found the Colour under Lieutenant
Latham, who lay apparently dead. The Colour was
restored to ' The Buffs,' and the Sergeant was rewarded
with a commission. After lying some time on the
ground in a state of insensibility, Lieutenant Latham
revived and crawled towards the river, where he was
found endeavouring to quench his thirst. He was
removed to the Convent, his wounds dressed, the stump
of his arm amputated, and he ultimately recovered.
" Ensign Walsh escaped from the enemy soon after
he was made prisoner. He recovered of his wounds,
and, joining his regiment, made known the circumstances
of the preservation of the Colour by Lieutenant Latham.
The officers of ' The Buffs ' with a readiness which
reflected great honour on the Regiment, subscribed one
hundred guineas for the purchase of a gold medal, on
which the saving of the Colour by Lieutenant Latham
was represented, with the motto : ' I will surrender
it only with my life.'
" The sanction for Lieutenant Latham to accept
and wear this medal was readily given by H.R.H. the
Duke of York, CommanderinChief, and it was presented
to Captain Latham (he having been specially promoted
for his gallant conduct) at Reading on the 12th August,
1813. This medal is now in possession of some of his
descendants, and it is hoped that before long it may
come into the Regiment again, the officers having
expressed a wish to purchase it as a souvenir ' of a
gallant comrade of bygone days."

HISTORY OF THE BUFFS
19141919
BY

COLONEL R. S. H. MOODY, C.B.
(late the Buffs).
The History will include the Services of
all Battalions of the Buffs and will contain
illustrations and maps, as well as complete lists
of all those who lost their lives.
The price will not exceed 7/6, and, in order
that the Committee may form an idea as to how
many copies to order from the Publishers, intend
ing purchasers are asked to give notice of their
intention as early as possible to

Lt. Latham defending the Colour.
IFrim the centre piece of the

ls£

Battalion.)

MAJOR F. W. TOMLINSON,
Hon. Sec. The Buffs History,
2 Cavendish Square,
London, W. 1.
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The Buffs and East Kent.
]\J OT only is the present year the 350th anniversary
of the birth of the Buffs, but it is also exactly
140 years since the regiment became officially connected
with East Kent; for in August, 1782, the then com
manderinchief wrote as follows to the colonel of the
Buffs.
London,
31s* August, 1782.
Sir,
His Majesty having been pleased to order that the
regiment of foot which you command shall take the county
name of Third or East Kent Regiment, and be looked
upon as attached to that division of the county; I am to
acquaint you that it is His Majesty's further pleasure,
that you shall in all things conform to that idea, and endeav
our by all means in your power, to cultivate and improve
that connexion so as to create a mutual attachment between
the county and the regiment, which may at all times be
useful towards recruiting the regiment; but as the com
pleting of the several regiments, now generally so deficient,
is, in the present crisis, of the most important national
concern, you will on this occasion, use the utmost possible
exertion for that purpose, by prescribing the greatest diligence
to your officers and the recruiting parties, and by every
suitable attention to the gentlemen and considerable in
habitants ; and as nothing can so much tend to conciliate
their affections as an orderly and polite behaviour towards
them, and an observance of the strictest discipline in all
your quarters, you will give the most positive orders on
that head; and you will immediately make such a dis
position of your recruiting parties as may best answer
to that end.
I have the honour to be, etc.,
H. S. Conway.
To Major General William Style,
Colonel of the Third (Buffs), or
East Kent Regiment of Foot.
(Note: FieldMarshal Conway was Commanderin
Chief.)
To anyone acquainted with the history of the Buffs
down to 1782, it seems only appropriate that they should
have been accredited to East Kent, for their connection
with the county dates from the year 1665 when, after
nearly 100 years of fighting in Holland, they returned to
England and were taken on the British establishment.
Their first colonel in England was a Kent man, Robert
Sidney, who was born at Penshurst* in Kent and buried
there in 1668. In 1671 and 1688 the regiment had a
detachment at Rochester, whilst in 1686 they supplied
the guard to Princess (afterwards Queen) Anne, wife
of Prince George of Denmark, f who was then living at
Tunbridge Wells. In 1688 too they had one company
at Maidstone and 100 men at Sheerness.
1702 saw them at Chatham, and in 1708 the Duke of
Argyle (Colonel of the Buffs) took the title of Baron
Chatham and Earl of Greenwich. In 1736, again, the
regiment was in Kent, with detachments on coast duty.
Finally in 1768, Sir Jeffery (afterwards Lord) Amherst
of Montreal, Sevenoaks, was appointed colonel and
occupied that position until 1779. As he was command
erinchief from 1778 to 1782 it is not unlikely that
he was responsible for the order, which was issued by his
successor, directing the Buffs to establish friendly
relations with East Kent.
1^

OUR COLOURED SUPPLEMENT.

The first of the two illustrations is reproduced from
an old print which, it is interesting to note, was coloured
by J. W. M. Turner when an apprentice, it shows the
uniform in vogue at a date only just subsequent to 1782.
The,second was actually painted in 1782J and the
group of soldiers is no doubt a recruiting party of the
Buffs, putting into execution the instructions contained
in the letter quoted above.

In those days the Buffs were comparative strangers
in the county, though not entirely so, but their " orderly
and polite behaviour," then and always, succeeded at
last in creating " a mutual attachment between the
county and the regiment." It was not always easy—
a regiment is naturally extremely selfcentred; soldiers
lead a life apart and are independant of the outside
world for many of their pleasures and most of their
amusements ; and, until recently, the * ordinary citizens
regarded the army as something a little bit disreputable—
they liked to see the redcoats, they would listen to their
bands, but they did not like their sons to enlist and they
were shy of employing a man who had been in the army.
The bonds of friendship and mutual respect, however,
strengthened imperceptibly as the years rolled by;
and the outbreak of war in 1914 showed how strong they
were. In the four years of blood and tears that followed,
28,000 Men of Kent passed through the ranks of the
Buffs and 5,000 of these lost their lives. Can it be
doubted that bonds thus forged shall never be broken
asunder.
*The family of Sidney, of which Lord De LTsle and
Dudley is the present representative, is still at Penshurst.
|Colonel of the Buffs.
tSt. George's Gate was demolished in 1801.
F.W.T.

Uniforms of the Buffs.
FIRST PERIOD, 1572.

(From Picture and Glossary in British Museum).
Buff leather jerkins, breeches and stockings. Black
cuiratt. Black felt hat. Buff leather shoes. Short
sword and pike.
SECOND PERIOD, 1688.

(From Historical Records of Regiment).
Long scarlet coat (or cassocke) lined with buff,
waistcoat, breeches, stockings and shoes, all of buff
(or flesh colour). Gauntlet cuffs. Cavalier hat and
feather. White cravat. Brown leather belts. Ban
doliers, matchlock, sword and dagger.
THIRD PERIOD, 1751.

(From Historical Records of Regiment).
Scarlet coat, lined and faced with buff. Buff cuffs,
wings, long waistcoat and breeches, long white leggings.
Lace of regimental pattern, with black yellow and red
line. Grenadier cap of buff, with red flap, having King's
motto and White Horse of Hanover on the same.
Leather belts with pouch for grenades, sword, bayonet
and musket.
FOURTH PERIOD, 1809.

(From an old Print of the Period).
Red coatee, faced and lined with buff, white braid
slashings across chest, grenadier cuffs, white shoulder
tufts. Belgic cap with red and white feather at side.
White breeches and black leggings. Cross belts of white
leather, with breastplate, pouch and bayonet, flint
lock musket.
FIFTH PERIOD, 1840.

(From Coloured Plate in Historical Records).
Coatee faced and lined with buff, slash cuffs, white
braid slashings across chest, white epaulettes. Bell
topped chaco with red and white upright feather. Cross
belts with breastplate, pouch and bayonet, percussion
musket.
SIXTH PERIOD, 1895.

"

Introduction of the Scarlet Tunic with Buff facings.

Films Developed and Printed.
B. & W. FISKMOORE,
Canterbury.

Kodaks.

Tel. 337.
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The 2nd Battalion.
Ginger Scally's Hattrlok.

YOUNG HANDS BUGLE COMPETION.

A bugle competion for men who joined the Drums
from the last Draft was held at The Crater, Aden, on
7/6/22, and the final order with marks obtained is shown
below, on the whole the "blowing" was very satisfactory
and the " young hands " must be congratulated on the
progress they have made in such a short time.
Order. Name.
1. Pte. Manketelow
2. Pte. Ray
3. Pte. Haynes
4. Pte. Sinclair
5. Pte. Wells
6. Pte. W. Hudson
7. Pte. L. Woods
o /Pte. S. Jarvis
\ Pte. Shelvey

Marks.

... 206

.... 187
... 174
..A 170
... 140
... 139
... 135
134

Order. Name.
9. Pte. Gray
10. Pte. A. Phillips
11. Pte. R. Griggs
12. Pte. Thrumble
13. Pte. R. Johnston
14. Pte. J. Williams
15. Pte. Noyce
16. Pte. E Marchant

Marks.
129
122
117
94
74
69
68

55

As there has been nothing of importance happening lately, we
decided to recommence our Silver Spoon Shoots. The last Spoon
shoot took place at Kirku£ nearly 12 months ago, and we have been
unable to hold any since, owing to adverse circumstances, such as
Annual Courses being fired and inability to have a range allotted to us.
However, we turned out on Sunday the 11th June at the heavenly
time of 0530 hours and wended our weary way to the range where firing
was commenced at 0545 hours, and, after some mediocre shooting, the
Silver Spoon went to Cpl. Pack and the WOODEN 'UN to L/Cpl. Bish, both
°* L/Cpb'Beal of " B " Coy. had very hard luck, as he made the same

score asTed Peck, but had to forfeit 5 points through winning a previous

Spoon Shoot.
.
.
. j
The average score was 33 92. Perhaps this low average is due to
the fact that we had to get out of bed so early. (We mustmake some
excuse !) The R.S.M. came to the range and tried his hand, and made
a score of 34, just over halfway.
The scores are as shown below,
33
Cpl. Brann ...
Cpl. Pack (Winner) ...
...48
33
L/Cpl. Mitchell
L/Cpl. Beal (Forfeits 5 pomts)48
33
Cpl. Green
L/Cpl. Wyles ...
... 46
33
L/Cpl. Marsh ...
43
'
G. Brown
33
„
Coombes
43
„
A. Richardson
31
Cpl.
Standing
43
„ J. Randall
31
„ Locke
42
„
C. Brown
31
L/Cpl.
Richards
42
Cpl. G. Cox ...
29
„
Munn ...
41
L/Cpl. H.White
28
„
Jewell...
39
J. Redman
u
27
„
Godden
39
Cpl. Waghorne
27
Cpl.
Graham
...
38
„ Clark
...
„ Argent ...
23
38
„ S. Thomas
L/Cpl.
Miller
...
22
38
L/Cpl. Stroud
Cpl. Cleary ...
21
36
„
Robertson
19
L/Cpl.
Roberts
35
Cpl. F. Moore ...
18
„ Bassett
34
L/Cpl. Maplesden
13
L/Cpl. Bish ...
34
Cpl. Faulkner ...
34
R.S.M. Andrews
33
Croucher

A COMPANY.

We played our first Company match for many months against the
R G.A. with the result as appended below.
A COMPANY.
13
Pte, Bushtirfl, b Williams
19
Pte. Slrirmer, b Williams
17
Pte. Rawley, c and b Madely ...
19
Pte. Fielder, c Gaywood, b Madely
2
Cpl. Stocken, b Madely
...
...
3
Pte. Scally, c Manning, b Madely
....
0
Pte. Martin, rim out
14
Pte. Medhurst, b Gaywood
16
L. Stickels, not out
Cpl. Burgess, c Madely, b Gaywood
L. Rawe, c Williams, b Gaywood

Total...

Byes, 3, Wides 1.

Water Polo.

The Company were once again successful as regards Water Polo.
No. 3 Platoon running out winners in the Detachment inter Platoon
Team Water Polo. No. 1 and No. 3 Platoons were the finalists and the
match was keen and very exciting. No. 3 were the superior team but
No. 1 made them fight for it. It was not until the second half that
3 could shoot. Scally bustling them all he could.
No. 3 Platoon had a good forward line in Marsh, Osbourne, and
Fiirew, and their defence was Hall, A. J. Medhurst, Reid with L Kimber
in goal.

C COMPANY.

THE CORPORAL'S MESS (CRATER).

Total
Byes 5, Wides 1.
62 COY. R.G.A.
Heard, c Fielder, b Martin
Thanker, b Martin
Starling, c Skinner, b Martin
Gaywood, b Bushnell
Madely, b Bushnell
Francis, b Scally
Rawcliffe, b Scally
Gladding, c Medhurst, b Reid
Ellis, b Martin
Atkins, not out
Williams, b Martin

On the 6th June we had a return match and winning the toss put our
opponents in. Martin and Ginger Scally were our bowlers and, in
clusive of the hat trick, the latter proceeded to get 4 wickets for 7 runs.
Martin also bowled well and we had our opponents out for 64 runs, to
which we repled with 137 in which Bushnell, Martin, Hopper, Medhurst
and Reid obtained double figures.

113
4

0
1

16
17
11
7
9
5

0
0

74

" Music hath charms" is a rather prominent saying but the question
is " hath it ? " At the time of writing there are enough musical instru
ments in the Company to equip two Regimental Bands. In the after
noons when everybody is taking it easy, the songsters asleep, and a
sentimental tune playing on Prince's gramaphone, no doubt some
fellows do think that the saying applies, more or less. But in the morn
ing, with a noisy record on, and two or three fellows trying to play the
same on accordians, mouth organs, etc., accompanied at the same time
by either Belcher's or Cripp's loud but not melodious, voice, its—well
just go and stand outside the " Harbour Master's" office and hear his
opinions on the subject. He at least does not consider the saying true.
(For the benefit of young soldiers not yet initiated into the wonders
of army Slang " Harbour Master " is the nickname given to the C.Q.M.S.)
Speaking of the " Quarter Bloke" we. hear that his quarters were
broken into by a " Loose Wallah " the other night, and that he had
a rather exciting five minutes. No wonder his remarks about the music
were rather stronger than usual next morning.
By the time this is in print we shall most probably be settling down
at Crater. We are changing over with B Company for the purpose of
firing our course.
Excitement runs rather high among our four year men as they are
expecting to leave us for " Blighty " very soon. We lose some of our
best sportsmen amongst them, some of whom are L/Sgt. Kemp,
(Bumper), L/C's Mitchell, Miller and Marshall, Dmr. (Blowhard)
Taylor, and Pte. Bates all Company Hockey players ; also Pte. Prince,
our renowned Boxing Champion and our popular detachment dancing
M.C. L/Sgt. Coleman.
,
Regarding sport there is very little to say as the majority of the
matches are interplatoon for the R.A.T.A. shield, and we are unable
to give a record of them until they are all finished. At present No. 9
platoon is taking the lead in points with No. 12 hard at their heels,
but there is plenty of time yet for either 10 or 11 platoon to put on a
spurt and come out on top.
We have played one game at Cricket against A Company and got
rather badly beaten. We also played the Artillery and again got a
licking, but we got even with them by beating them 21 at Hockey.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Things we want to know.

Why the Quarter Bloke keeps 2 dogs at his quarters now ?
Is Prince taking his Somali mascot home with him ?
Where do bugs come from ?
And if they have made Aden their General Headquarters.
If the Coy. Clerk is still sweating on having hydrophobia ?
THE PEN PUSHER.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
BIRTH.

Smith.—At Canterbury, on 11/6/22, the wife of 6278315
L/C. A. Smith, of a son, Leslie Gordon.
MARRIAGE.

Rice — Krohn.— At St. MichaelatBowes, Wood
Green, Captain Roy Vernon Rice, late the Buffs,
to Kolme Wilhelmina Emmie Krohn, only daughter
of Mrs. and the late Dr. Krohn of Hillfield Road,
Hampstead.
DEATH.

Legge.—At his house at 2 Pin Hill, Canterbury, on 2nd
July, William George Legge, late Sergeant, 2nd Bn.,
The Buffs.
[The Editor The Dragon would particularly request
that all announcements relating to Births, Engagements,
Marriages and Deaths in the fatmlies of Past and Present
Buffs may be submitted to him. These are of considerable
interest and no charge is madefor publication).
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The Army Encyclopaedia.
LADYBIRD.—A Small insect of a red or yellow
Colour, and Spotted. There is also a human variety,
which can also lay claim to the latter characteristic
when troops are present.
LANCECORPORAL.—A man who has commenced
to climb promotion's ladder. Walking under ladders
is considered in the Army to be unlucky, This super
stition probably originated from the danger of injuries
to which those passing under ladders are exposed, caused
by the showers of lancecorporals constantly falling off
them.
LANCER.—A member of a famous cavalry regiment
who is employed as a marker in the butts during mus
ketry training. Invariably a man well versed in esprit
deCorps, from the first day he delights in derisively
waving his lance over the top of the butts before the
eyes of the men on the firing point. Warming to his
work steadily, the culminating point of his enthusiasm
occurs during the last few days, when classification
takes place. He shows a remarkable dislike towards
using the discs on poles intended for use in signalling
hits, but the production of a few smaller discs without
poles was at one time very effective in bringing about
a change in this attitude.
LANCE STRIPE.—A badge displayed on a Lance
Corporal's sleeve to assist in distinguishing him from a
Field Marshall. Should never be sewn on too securely.
LANDSCAPE TARGET.—A printed picture of
a stretch of country utilised in teaching recruits to
between a pine tree and a roadside inn.
Such in
struction however, is thought to be somewhat superflu
ous.
LANGUAGE.—Expression by words. Divided
in the Army roughly into two kinds, i.e., (1) English
(with which at a pinch might be included Scotch,
Welsh, and Esperanto), and (2) words of command.
LEAD SWINGER.—A man highly proficient in
the art of getting out of anything, except perhaps, bed.

AT THE

BUFFS ANNUAL DINNER
"Wag."

6278114 L/Cpl. Waghorn, G.

Commanding Officer's Groom, Depot, and formerly groom to Capt.
L F Causton, M.C., in the 1st Battalion.
Enlisted 28/1/08. Served with 1st Battalion at Aldershot, and in
France until wounded in September, 1918, near St. Quentin, in the
Big Push. Transferred to Army Reserve, March 1919, and joined
Russian Relief Force, May 1919, serving in Russia until the evacua
tion. Thereupon joined Depot, and later the 1st Battalion at Fermoy;
reposted to Depot, April 1922. Decorations : 1914 Star; British War
and Victory Medal and Russian Order of St. George.

Also This One.
CERTAIN young scribe yclept M
Rarely finds knocking off a man's bail hard.
His aim's true ; But it's strange
It is not on the range
When he's shooting right down goes his tail hard.

A

Picture Framing and Art Depot.
B. & W. FISKMOORE,
Canterbury.

Tel. 337.

at
CANNON STREET HOTEL, LONDON,

On SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7th.

Catch
Catch
Catch
Have

the idea.
your pal.
the train.
a good time, and give us one too.

Come and take part in the procession to The
Cenotaph during the afternoon, where a wreath will
be laid in memory of fallen Buffs.
Those wishing to attend Dinner please write as
soon as possible to :—
R.Q.M.S. A. ANDREWS,
Depot, The Buffs, Cantsrbury.
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Messages from Stars.
N response to an editorial request for messages
to The Dragon on the 350th Anniversary of the
I
Regiment, the following replies have not yet been
received :—

" That I wish all the Buffs axed had been by your
splendid Geddes on your 342nd Anniversary all I want
to say is."
WILHELM.

" Ah send ye ma guid wishes, but ah canna send
ye 8/ subscription, as ah micht dee in less than 12
months. Will send ye 6|d. for one copy when postage
is rejuiced may be."
HARRY LAUDER.

" Like myself, you improve with age, if that is
possible. I hope you feel as young and fresh as I shall
be on my 350th anniversary, and that all the boys will
continue to love you as they do me."
MARGOT.

" Am having my 350th chapeau which, curiously
enough, arrived today, named "The Buff," in honour
of your anniversary, and am decorating it with a Buff
and Bine Band. May it wear as well as you do."

WINSTON.

" Gee ! Your paper has some punch. May it be
put to bed comfortably each month, but never put to
sleep, and may you soon take the count for 5000."
JACK DEMPSEY.

" Before replying, I wish to know whether The
Dragon is conducted on strict Trades Union lines.
In any case I shall not be too lavish with my compliments
as I do not think people should be forced to earn their
wages, as presumably your staff must be."
GEORGE LANSBURY.

" I think your nasty paper much too frivolous,
and the Buffs far too happy and joyful. And what is
more, I believe you are acting a lie, and that Mutt and
Jeff are not serving at the Depot. It's a wicked world !"

DEAN INGE.

" Let me know when your next Conference is coming
and I will endeavour to be present. May: I bring
Megan, Lenin and Trotsky ?"
D. LLOYD GEORGE.

" I will not encourage a paper that displays a man's
unclad form in one of its advertisements."
COUNCILLOR CLARK.

"I have glanced through your Insurance Scheme,
and it is so much more generous than mine that I think
there must be a catch in it. If not, who is the million
aire behind The Dragon ?"
NORTHCLIFFE.

I think Regimental Journals, and The Dragon in
particular, are of infinite use and utility, and have
much to recommend them, which is more than can be
said for battleships.
PERCY SCOTT (Admiral).
Who are The Buffs and what is The Dragon ?

MR. JUSTICE DARLING.

To the future prosperity and wellbeing of The Dragon
I raise my glass of ginger pop. May no old Buff
abstain from subscribing, and may you encounter no
bar to an increased circulation.
PUSSYFOOT JOHNSON.

You " serve " The Buffs well, and I can find no
" fault." May your " returns " soon shew a " net "
sale of 5,000 at least ; and may your success be a
" smashing " one.
MDLLK. LENGLEN.

The Dragon is fairly good, but its literature is hardly
up to my own standard ; in fact, it only just surpasses
Shakespeare in its excellence.
BERNARD SHAW.

I am in sympathy with your efforts to build up
that 5,000 circulation, and can realise from difficulties,
knowing how heartbreaking is the task of building
anything nowadays.
SIR ALFRED MOND.

I am afraid I cannot encourage you in your battle
for subscriptions. All the money in the country is
wanted for Educational purposes.

FISHER.

Spread the gospel of glorious freedom for the pro
letariat in your columns, and I am with you. Excuse
bloodstains on notepaper. Am too busy to wash my
hands.
r

i

. i

"Stick it with a

LENIN.

smile."

" rriHERE'S a lack of stickingplaster about the
I
present day,"
There's a great deal too much grousing about the
the rate of pay ;
" Stick to the job you have in hand," so long as its worth
while,
And even if you're feeling glum, just force yourself to
smile.
" Stick it with a smile," though the sun's at ninetytwo !
Though the stickingplaster's melting, you've a job that
you must do :
Forget the dole and get to work,
Stick to your job, you must'nt shirk,
You've started, see it through !
If your Union's bent on striking and you've any lingering
doubt,
Just smile to think, by sticking tight, you're helping
England^mt;
The less you slack, the more you work, the better .goods
are made,
And so you do your bit to help to capture foreign trade.
What's the use of grousing 'cause you are'nt a million
aire ?
Just get to work to find a job and stick it when you're
there;
You're born to be a worker, you're the toughest of the
tough,
So if at times you find it hard, just smile, that's the stuff !
" Stick it with a smile," though the sun's at ninetytwo !
Though the stickingplaster's melting, you've a job that
you must do :
Forget the dole and get to work,
Stick to your job, you must'nt shirk,
You've started, see it through !
ERIC C. FRENCH.

(A 11 song rights reserved).
AND ANOTHER.

" What's wrong ?" asked Parker. " You look
worried."
" I am," replied his friend. " I wrote two notes—
one to my broker, asking him if he took me for a fool,
and the other to Miss Golding, asking her if she would
marry me. While I was out somebody telephoned
' Yes,' and I don't know which of them it was 1"
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Mutt and Jeff.
well'

FOR ONE THING]
M€ SHIP THAT TH6 V
BUFFS DRE THE OLDEST
REGIMENT IN TR£
ARMY, A N D T H A T THEV
V^HRE 350 VERRS
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WOULD 8£ R
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PUBLISH H£R
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THAT REMINDS ME. THE>

S.CB)DRAGON IS PUBLISHING \

l^xsssljfafj

ANNIVERSARY NUMBER

/ A N D THE EDITOR

WANTS
'LOEFI^ FOR »T. W£HUST]
L£T RIM HAV/£ SOME
THING

^\VHOS£ PHOTOGPAPR?)



yjmes^.

KuchukChekmedge.
nj 1HIS is the name of the place where our training camp
JL is. Those who used to do their musketry course
at Kilworth would be astounded if they saw the differ
ence in the two places—at any rate on Sundays.
Even as jaded city workers fly to Margate or Brighton
for weekends, so do Turks, Armenians, Greeks, Bulgers,
Jews and hyphenated whatnots, swarm out at Kuchuk.
Last year it may be remembered a certain staid
councillor of a Kentish Town tried to reform the goings
on at Margate and elsewhere. But Kuchuk could teach
him a thing or two. The Daily Mail ought to complete
his education by sending him out there. I have made
several attempts to describe those scenes, but have
failed. Many pieces of foolscap have been destroyed,
and so I have at last been compelled to resort to verse !
There was a young lady of KuchukChekmedge,
Who insisted on bathing in her chemise, d'ye see.
But the crowd that collected
Was not quite expected
So she dashed for the shore, and her clothes, d'ye see.
Now another young peach
Tried to dress on the beach,
And in spite of the smirks,
Of some interested Turks,
She completed her toilet in peace.
There was also a lady—a Dutch'un
Who paraded the beach without much on,
But the size of her limbs,
Made the men whistle hymns,
So she waddled away in a passion. (Rotten. Ed.)

/ >

Yet another fair blonde,
(I should say ' demimonde ')
Appeared in a wondrous attire,
Her costume I ween,
Would have suited a Queen,
If it only was cut a bit higher !
This I am afraid does not at all adequately describe
the very interesting scene. There were many other
sights that cannot even be put into Limerick form.
Anyhow, I would warn anyone who is thinking of
joining the Regiment that they need not bring field glasses
with them when they come out here.
" BEACHCOMBER."

When we reach 5,000 !

?

T SABILLI ere sago.
Fortibus is inaro.
Fortibus is : Fortitrux.
Si vatisinnum, naut buttdux.
A prize will be given to the first solution to the
above received from :—
(1). Any reader with 1st Battalion.
(2) Any reader with 2nd Battalion.
(3) Any reader at Depot.
(4) Any subscriber or member of Territorial Unit.
Short articles, sketches, and drawings are always
acceptable for The Dragon.
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%fePipes

Price

8/6

1. Flat bore—giving free draught.
2. Pushin, perfect fitting stem, hand
cut from best quality vulcanite.
3. Bowl of carefully selected
finely grained Bruyere
Root. Highly
polished.

Smokers who dislike the " breaking-in " of new
pipes will appreciate Kasskar guaranteed Pipes.
Their bowls of Bruyere, as distinct from the
porous wood of the French briar, are already
seasoned by nature. This means that right
from the first fill a Kasskar Pipe gives a
cooler and sweeter smoke than is ordinarily
associated with a new pipe.

READER"
The long stem keeps
smoke from the eyes.
Very cool smoking.
Light weight.

Kasskar Pipes are made in
many shapes. Illustrated
folder sent free on request.
You can order your favourite shape by post,
your money refunded if you are not satisfied,
or make a personal selection at

THE
174

COMPANY
LONDON,

W.I.

(Opposite Burlington Arcade.)

Ettablithed more than half a century.

BRODIE'S
62 HIGH STREET,

KASSKAR
PICCADILLY,

FOLKESTONE

The Store for REGIMENTAL STATIONERY of all kinds
Estimates given for Printing of every description and
DieStamping

HOLMES

Charles E. Burgess, Proprietor

7 MERCERY LANE, CANTERBURY

HIGHCLASS GROCERIES, PROVISIONS
FRENCH and ITALIAN GOODS

Account Books, Files and Commercial Stationery
kept in Stock.

Collector and distributor of all the latest and newest
produce brought on to the European Markets at
LONDON STORE PRICES

OFFICERS' MESSES AND CANTEENS SUPPLIED

FAMILIES WAITED ON — MESS SUPPLIERS

F. WEBB

P.
Fishmonger, Poulterer >
«
and Game Dealer
FAMILIES WAITED ON DAILY
29a St. Margaret 's Street

CANTERBURY

Telephone 61

J. GIBLETT JACKMAN
Ladies' and

TAILOR

Gentlemen's

<£> OUTFITTER
Sole Agent for

JAEGER PURE WOOL CLOTHING,
AERTEX CELLULAR CLOTHING,
AQUACUTUM COATS

6 PARADE, : :

CANTERBURY
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The Ladies.
Bonny Buff Babies.

RONALD ARTHUR

WOODS-

RONALD

ARTHUR

S

OMEHOW or other I seem to receive more photo
graphs of Bonny Buff Babies than I do shillings
for the Benevolent Fund as per the suggestion of Capt.
Strettell, but the more of either the merrier, so this
month you see depicted above no less than three bonny
babies of the Regiment.
The first, Ronnie Woods is the son of 6278132 Pte.
L. Woods, late of The Depot, and now serving with the
2nd Battalion at Aden. He was born in November,
1921, and the photograph shewn was taken on May 20th,
when he scaled 22 lbs.
The second is the son of C.S.M. E. A. Potter, now
serving with the 4th Battalion at Cranbrook, and who at
14 months scaled 24 lbs.
And the third is the bonny little daughter of Pte.
Beal of A Company at The Depot.
OUR PAGE.

Talking of anniversaries, almost a year has now
elapsed since a Ladies Page was started in The Dragon,
and, to be quite frank, I am a little disappointed at the
support given to it. If it has been a very dull page,
why not help me to brighten it ? All who read it have
no doubt views regarding it, but never a word reaches
me in the shape of suggestions or criticisms, or in reply
to the several queries I have raised such as for instance
whether we should continue with our competitions ;
nor do I ever receive any copy.
Your Editress in fact feels she is living in a very cold
world, so do let yourselves go and drop her a line of
some kind, even if this be, as the old saying goes, to
"put it across her." And may I appeal over again to
the wives in Aden and Constantinople ? We are all of
us longing to hear their experiences out in those parts—
the nature of quarters they live in, the cost of living,
the sort of servants they keep, and all about their amuse
ments and recreations, etc,

POTTER.

MARGARET

JOAN

BEAL.

SOME HOME HINTS.

If you wash aluminium saucepans with soda, they
will lose their brightness.
To remove ink from a carpet, rub a cut lemon over
the stain immediately.
If you save one penny every day, you could buy
yourself a 30/ hat in a year's time.
If your sponge is full of grease, soak it in vinegar
overnight, and when rinsed in the morning, it will be like
new.
Rusty Knitting needles can be cleaned by rubbing
them with a cinder.
Eucalyptus oil will remove grease from any fabric.
To boil a cracked egg wrap it in a piece of tissue
paper, and the inside will not boil out.
Tannin inside either a silver or china tea pot can be
removed by rubbing with salt.
If during damp weather, a raw potato be rubbed
over brass, it (the brass not the weather) will keep
bright for a week.
Faded flowers can be restored by steeping the stems
in a depth of about one inch of of almost boiling water.
Then cut off the part of the stem that has been in the
hot water, and place the flowers in clean cold water.

J. HUNT & SONS
d r a p e r s , flD e n ' s 1b o s i c r s
Ibouse f u r n i s h e r s
LARGE STOCKS OF
RELIABLE & HIGH
AT

CLASS GOODS
POPULAR PRICES

1—6 Mercery Lane, CANTERBURY
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Pick of the Basket.
THE ANNUAL DINNER.

Dear Sir,
Enclosed is my subscription for the end of the year.
I trust that the Annual Dinner on the 7th of October
will be well patronised with past and present Buffs.
I look forward to being present to meet old friends
and comrades as there are none like Buffs.
I am yours etc.,
A. F. THORNTON.
Westbury Netherne,
Coulsdon,
FROM AUSTRALIA.

Sir,
I am very grateful to you for sending me a copy of
The Dragon and for giving me an opportunity of
becoming a subscriber. I was exceedingly pleased
to find the Regimental paper had been restarted after
the war and to note its very much improved appearance.
The Dragon furnishes us past members of " The
Buffs " with a link very greatly to be treasured. After
having served in the Regiment one feels keenly in the
cold world outside the Army, the lack of good and trust
worthy fellowship, and it is no small solace to be able
to keep in touch with the Regiment's doings, and to learn
from time to time what one's old, real friends are doing.
This the Dragon enables one to do, and I am sure that
we of the Past owe you very many thanks for the pains
you are taking to make the paper a success, and for the
trouble you are going to to give us a chance to receive
copies regularly.
I enclose cheque for one year's subscription and
should be very glad to have as many back numbers as
is possible.
I note that you invite enquiries for old comrades
and I should like to ask you to put me in communication
with some, but the list would be a very long one as
I should like to chew over old times (per pen and ink),
with any of my old comrades in the Regiment. Might
I suggest the establishment of a column in 7 he Dragon
wherein past members, desiring to receive letters from
old comrades, could have their addresses published.
I served in the 1st Battalion, leaving in December,
1914 on promotion to 2/Lt. in Royal Munster Fusiliers.
I was Coy.Sergt.Major during my last month in " The
Buffs " but I fancy I should be better known as Sergeant.
My Regimental Number was 6221.
Wishing The Dragon success,
I am,
Yours sincerely,
Wylie House,
Nornalup,
Western Australia.

T. R. PRICE

[We will gladly publish the names and addresses of
old Buffs desirous of hearingfrom their old comrades. Ed]
AN APPRECIATION.

Dear Sir,
In renewing my subscription, let me say the paper
gets better every month and is a great boon to extempy
gents like myself, who want to keep track of their late
Battalion (I was 2nd) and friends in the Regiment—
Frondescit! You are to be congratulated.
Yours very truly,
A. G. NUGENT,
(late Ty.Capt., The Buffs).
Shanghai.

AND THE HELPING HAND.

Dear Sir,
I enclose 8/ for 12 months Dragon. I shall be
pleased to bring your circular letter to the notice of
several N.C.O.'s and Men who served in the old Regi
ment and hope to obtain their support for such a good
cause. Although I joined in '81 and am getting on in
years I still feel the same pride in the 1st Buffs as I did
when serving.
Yours very faithfully,
Harlesden, N.W.10.

EXSERGT. E. REYNOLDS.

[The circular letter referred to is the one, nearly 2,000
copies of which, we have recently sent out to old officers and
men of the Regiment inviting them to take in The Dragon.
We have a few copies left and if any of our readers are
able to assist in their distribution we shall be glad to hear
from them. Ed.]
OLD HARROVIANS.

Dear Sir,
You ask in The Dragon for names of Buff Harrovians
so I send you the following names of those who served
with me. I am sure there are several others that I have
omitted.
Colonels Harley, NewnhamDavies, Hill.
Majors Gordon, Marriott, Greenway.
Capts. P. Green, StewartSaville, Ronald, R. H.
D'Aeth, and
Leiuts. G. G. H. D'Aeth, Alec. Stuart, Black, Hilton.
Yours etc.,
C. L. CONNELLAN.

Johnston House,
Carlow.

AND OLD HAILEYBURIANS.

Perhaps you might like to publish the following list
of Old Haileyburians who served in the Buffs during the
war:

Arnold, 2/Lt. H. C. (d. of W.)
Hollis, Lieut. C. F. G., M.C. (k. ina.)
Brice, Major, M.M., M.C.
Hood, Major C. H.
Buttanshaw, Lieut. E.H.U.(k. in a.)Kenrick, 2/Lt. C. H. W.
Essell, Lieut. L. M. S.
King, 2/Lt. E. A.
Finch Hatton, Br.Gen.E.H.,C.M.G.Knight, Lt.Col. L. C. E.
D.S.O.
Morse, Capt. E. V., M.C. (k. in a.)
HamillStewart, 2/Lt. D. H.
Murton, Major C. D.
Hamilton, Lieut. C. B.
Paige, 2/Lt. J. B. (k. in a.)
Harrison, Capt. E. G.
Porter, Col. C. L., C.M.G., D.S.O.
Haythornthwaite, 2/Lt.R.M.(k.in a.)Sinclair, Lieut. W. V.S.
Henderson, 2/Lt.E.F.(k. in a.)
Soames, Major A., D.S.O. (k. in a.)
Hirst, Lt.Col. H. D. (d.)

Yours etc.

OLD HAILEYBURIAN.

London.

FROM YOUR OLD EDITOR.

Dear Sir,
Herewith cheque for 16/ for The Dragon. I hope
you are getting plenty of support.
I have just returned from three weeks racing on
" The Clyde." We had hoped to pay our expenses
with Prize money, but we twice burst our mainsail
another time broke the main boom and the rest of the
Time were suffering from the Scotsman's hospitality.
I hope you are all A.l. at Canterbury.
I was playing cricket last Saturday, Fathers v. my
son's school, unluckily I was Captain and came out 1st
ball, so my reputation went down to Zero, in spite of a
new bat, new pads and new pants. My best salaams.
Yours ever.

Ardview House,
Killinchy,
Co. Down.

P. G. RAINES, Lt.Col.
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BINC'S
MINERAL WATERS
As supplied to the leading families of the
neighbourhood, the Offleers' Messes, and the
principal Hotels and Ciubs
E. BING & SON
Chemists, and Mineral Water
Makers
—
— CANTERBURY
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ST. LAWRENQE LAUNDRY CO. LTD.
OLD DOVER ROAD
CANTERBURY
OFFICERS' WORK A SPECIALITY
INSPECTION INVITED

SUITS DRY CLEANED & PRESSED
EXPEDITIOUSLY & WELL
PHONE —45 CANTERBURY

CHARLES MATTOCKS

EYES FRONT!
You can save money on

Gentlemen's Complete Outfitter, etc.,

MILITARY KIT

Tailoring ready to wear or to measure

and

SPORTS' GOODS
FINN'S "STORES,

17 ST. MARGARET'S STREET
(Next to Royal Fountain Hotel),

CANTERBURY.
The Recognised House for:

CANTERBURY.

Simon Langton School Caps, Ties, Hose, etc.
"Men of Kent and Kentish Men's" Hat Bands,
Neckwear, etc.

E. JARRETT

WILLIAM LEFEVRE, LTD.

32 PALACE STREET, CANTERBURY

Call attention to their departments for

ST. MARGARET'S STREET

Greengrocer, Fruiterer,
and Potato Merchant

HOUSEHOLD LINEN, DRAPERY,
FURNITURE, FLOOR COVERINGS,
BEDSTEADS and BEDDING

Families waited on daily

COSTUMES, BLOUSES,
MILLINERY
AND

ESTABLISHED OVER 40 YEARS.

Precision

In a man is a result of punctually.
A good watch will make you punetual.
If you have a good wateh, treasure it,
If not, write to us for particulars
And prices of our precise timekeepers.

Wm. POLLARD ffil&Si

AND

Everything for Ladies' & Children's wear
There is a larger variety at lower
prices to be seen in the shops and
windows of William Lefevre, Ltd. in
Guildhall Street and Sun Street.
All prices are invariably the keenest
in the district and the courtesy and.
attention given to ^customers by our
excellent staff make shopping here a
pleasure
.
.
.
.

Patterns, Quotations and Estimates are gladly sent
to enquirers. Carriage is paid on all goods and post
orders have very careful attention

Goldsmith and Silversmith

WILLIAM LEFEVRE, L TD

53 St. George's Street, Canterbury

Guildhall & Sun St., Canterbury
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ESTABLISHED 1 8 4 1

TELEPHONE 107

Telephone

Telegrams:

26 HYTHE

' NINNES, HYTHE '

GIBBS & SONS
General printers
42 & 43 PALACE STREET
CANTERBURY
BOOK and CATALOGUE WORK
TYPE

SET

BY

MACHINERY

ESTIMATES GIVEN

Established over 120 Years

H. & G. SIMONDS, Ltd.
Brewers, Wine & Spirit Merchants

READING
THE

TAMAR

BREWERY,

DEVONPORT

Under same control and Management:—

MACKESON & Co., Ltd., SOUTH BERKS BREWERY Co., Ltd.
Newbury.
Hythe, Kent.
Unrivalled for the Supply of NAVAL and MILITARY
CANTEENS and MESSES

B. NINNES
1J4Te8aCCt£>f & designer
64, 66, 68 HIGH STREET
HYTHE, KENT

W.

S A MS O N

NEWSAGENT and TOBACCONIST
PERIODICALS

DELIVERED.

9 THE BORO', CANTERBURY.

FRANK FAGG & SON
N O R T H G A T E and
MARTYRS' FIELDS

Branch Stores and Offices
ALDERSHOT (MilitaryBranch)
Farnborough Street, Farn
borough, Hants.
BRIGHTON — 4 Castle Square,
and 96 Church Road, Hove.
FARNBOROUGH — (and for
Royal Military and Staff
Colleges, Sandhurst) — Farn
borough Street, Farnborough,
Hants.
HASTINGS—51 Robertson St.
LONDON—32 York Road, Lam
beth, S.E. 1.
LUDGKRSHALL — and for
Andover and Salisbury Plain)
—Tidworth Road.
OXFORD—30 Queen Street and
1 Cowley Road.
PLYMOUTHThe Tamar Brew
ery, Devonport, and 6 The
Octagon, Union Street, Ply
mouth (for Exeter & Western
District.
PORTSMOUTH—(and for Gos
port, Isle of Wight, Southern
District and Channel Islands—
33 Marmion Road, Southsea;
and Railway Station, Land
port.
[Stores.
SALISB U R YFisherton Brewery

SHORNCLIFFE! and for Dover,
Sandgate and South Eastern
District) Mackeson & Co., Ltd.,
The Brewery, Hythe, Kent.
SLOUGH (and for Windsor,
Egham, Datchet, etc )—High
Street, Slough
SWANSEA—43 Orchard Street.
WOKING—(and for Chertsey,
Weybridge,
Walton  on 
Thames, Cobham, Guildford,
Bisley Camp, etc.) 88 Chert
sey Road.
WOOLWICH—(and for Colch
ester, Chatham, Sheerness,
Shoeburyness and Warley)—
51 Artillary Place, S.E., 18.
DUBLIN—41 Wellington Quay.
MALTA—311 Strada Reale and
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 Right
Marina, Valetta.
GIBRALTA R—Alameda.
BRUSSELS — 2325, Rue des
Ateliers, BruxellesMaritime,
Bruxelles.
EGYPT, SOUDAN, PALES
TINE— Agent; Mr. J. B.
Caftari Military Contractor,
Cairo.

SELLERS OF

Dependable and Reliable
Groceries and Provisions
And Various Indispensable Goods
at SPOT CASH PRICES
WINES

The Firm

BRITISH

with

and

60 YEARS'

FOREIGN

Reputation
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"Beneath Bell Harry."
' H A Y , bo ! has Win

ter Come yet ?"
This apparently mean
ingless question has been
the cause of much heart
burning during the past
few weeks, for we have
now joined up in the
Fox Film Company of
the U.S.A.
T h e f a m o u s Am
erican Film Producer
Mr. Millarde is filming
Mr. Hutchinson's popu
lar novel " If Winter
Comes." Those of you
who have read this
powerful book will re
member the scene of
the outbreak of war,
and how it affected the
Cathedral Town of Tidborough with its Depot of the
County Regiment " The Pinks." When we read the
book we thought Tidborough and The Pinks must
obviously be Canterbury and The Buffs and Mr. Millarde
must have been of the same opinion when he asked us
if we would help him. He had volunteered to place
a substantial sum of money in our Benevolent Fund, so
our efforts of the past few weeks will have been for a very
worthy cause.

o

Xth Royal Hussars for the officers representing the
C.O., 2nd in Command, and the adjutant. Several
" Shots " were made of us as we marched through the
town. The streets were lined with onlookers, in addition
to the artists and artistes in the pay of the company.
I am now told that one or two of our N.C.O.s and men took
the opportunity to make the leave taking as real as
possible by giving the most comely of the artistes an
affectionate farewell embrace. Much amusement was
caused by the three actors, who had to be dressed up in
our uniform to play a small part, as all the efforts of the
R.S.M. to show them how to slope arms were of no avail.
We hope later on to have a private view of ourselves
at the cinema. We were a little disappointed to find
that there was rather a lack of the reputed American
"bustle," our R.S.M. showed them what real "loco
motion" means, and I think they were really impressed.
CRICKET.

Unfortunately, we have lost the good services of
Sgt. Denney, who is being discharged on Medical Grounds.
Our month's results are unfortunately not too good,
2 losses, 2 draws and 1 win. The St. Edmund's match
and Ash match were both upset by heavy rain, so much
so that the latter match had to be abandoned. Captain
Strettell made a very useful 24 for us in the former and
Major Lee an excellent 25 in the latter. The X.Y.Z.,
bowling proved too good for us and we suffered a bad
collapse. The King's School match we really ought to
have won—our chances both during the fielding and
the batting looked most promising, but evenually
fizzled out.
CRICKET RESULTS.

v.

King's School, 20/6/22 at St. Lawrence.

Depot lost by 41 runs. Scores 81 to 122.
Top Scores, Lt. Chester 19, Pte. Parry 20 not out, C.S.M Bennett
5 wickets for 24 runs, i

v.

X.Y.Z. C.C. 28 6/22 at Depot.

Draw. Depot 82 for 9 wickets to 158.
Top Scores, W.O. Collins, not out 36.
Capt. Cremer, 4 for 35, C.S.M. Bennett, 3 for 16.

v.

Goodnestone, C.C. 1/7/22 at Depot.

Depot lost by 85. Scores 52 to 137.
Top Scores. Lt. Willows 20, Sgt. Maillard 11.
Lt. Willows, 5 wickets for 49.

v. St. Edmund's School. 5/7/22 at Depot.

Depot won by (4 runs and 4 wickets). 128 for 6 wickets to 124.
Top Scores. Capt. Strettell 24, Sgt. Maillard 24, Lt. Willows,
24 not out.

v.

Ash C.C. 8/7/22 at Depot.

Draw owing to weather. Depot 88 for 7 to 119.
Top Scores. Major Lee, 25 not out, R.S.M. Dare 26, Pte. Parry,
6 wickets for 18 runs.

GLEANED FROM BLEAN.

By kind permission of the Daily Sketch and the Fox Film Company.

The scenes depicted were the hero, Mark Sabre's
visit to Barracks. Here he was met by an officer and
brought in. He sees troops drilling— C.Q.M.S. Jones
section—and is awe struck. He then passes the mess,
is offered a drink but refuses. At this moment the
adjutant of the Pinks, " Captain Ottoway " meets him
and takes him into the mess. The part of Ottowa}''
was taken by Mr. Davidson, late South Wales Borderers,
who will be remembered by some officers who were
prisoners of war in Germany.
The next scene is the departure of the regiment
for the front. For this the Depot paraded 200 strong,
plus a band of 31. Horses were borrowed from the

Following hard upon the publication of a couple of Depot Orders
regarding tableson charge of married families, anorder regarding another
and a much more interesting table materialised, to .wit, the immortal
and much discussed Table " B."
As one man we brought forth our shooting irons from various nooks
and crannies, and conjured up vivid recollections from bygone days
of " Buried Guns," " Dying in the hole for One," " March Past of The
Lancers" and defunct P. Pay.
Sweeping all these memories aside, we set down to our task, hoping
for fine weather and good markers
The idea for a " Brighter London has this year been imitated by the
War Office, who have introduced " Brighter Musketry," with a most
drastic change in the introduction of firing in Gas Masks. Much weari
ness usually associated with musketry is eliminated if one watches the
efforts of all and sundry to get the better of these fiendish contrivances.
The fun is of course somewhat spoilt if and when one's own turn arrives.
The first day of " Course," saw us grouping. There are several
official explanations of the object of this practice, but I hear on more
or less good authority that it was introduced into the Musketry Course
to enable a man on service who fires at and hits one of the enemy to
plug him with the remaining four rounds so that he shall die a death
as humane as possible.

(iContinued on next page.)
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High spirits predominated on the first day, some remarkable scores
being registered. The telephone operator entered into the " Brighter
Musketry" spirit with zest; he was overheard informing the Butts
that the last shot on No. 8 Target had gone on No. 7 Target!"
Thus everything goes swimmingly, and will continue to do so until
the inevitable " wind " rises.
" GUNS."

THE SERGEANTS' MESS.

News of the winning of the Silver Spoon for May was inadvertantly
ommitted in the last issue, and apologies are due to C.S.M. Follett on
this account. We understand this is the third shoot in succession in
which he has proved the winner, the two previous being in the 1st
Battalion.
C.S.M. Follett also won the mess billiard handicap, defeating Sgt.
Marchant, to whom he owed 30, by 200 to 153.
During the month we have had a welcome visit from exSergeants
Kemp, Beerling, and Link late of the 2nd Battalion. The latter will
be remembered as the star clown at sports and similar functions. It
is believed, and hoped, that they will be present with us during Depot
Cricket Week.

CRICKET.

v. Wickhambreaux British Legion on the 27th June, at Wickham
breaux resulted in a drawn game of 72 runs each, Sgt. Denny being top
for Depot with 23.
At the Depot Ground on the 12th July, the Sergeants met the
Corporals and proved easy winners by an innings and 38 runs. R.S.M.
Dare made 131 and then retired, other scores being Sgt. Maillard 50
and C.S.M. Couchman 27. For the Corporals in the first innings the
highest scorer was Cpl. Hamer with 22, while in the second innings
Pte. Woods knocked up 62.
Scores Sergeants :—249.
Scores Corporals :—1st 97, 2nd 114.

THE CORPORALS.

On the 14th July a party of Corporals and their wives and children
left barracks at 11 a.m. in a Charabanc for a day at Margate, whence
they arrived back at 10 p.m., after an.enjoyable day. Despite the fact
that the Clerk of the Weather failed to show his sunny smile until about
5 o'clock, the party managed to extract the maximum enjoyment pos
sible, breaking up on arrival, and going where they liked. 44 Dreamland''
was visited by not a few, while the Sands found popularity with the
Children. The outing proved a most agreeable change from work,
the bad weather notwithstanding.

WANTED!
AN

OLD
DRAGON!
We are short,of the following
numbers in our office files, and
would be grateful if any reader
who could let us have one or
more of them would drop us a
line :—
Year

Month

!No Year

Month

No

July
110 1906
May, June 199
1896} November
114
Month & Yearl 204
1899
June
1132
uncertain
1901
July
156 1910
December 206
1902
April, May 164 1912 1
226
August
1903
June
176 1913 i February 232
1904
June
188 11914 | June, July \ 248
Month & Year
August J i t o
uncertain 193
250

Boxing.

BY J. BENNELL, EX REG. SERGT. MAJOR THE BUFFS.

N a previous article on
Recruits Boxing, I had
I
not time to enter into details,

so I now offer a few remarks
for the information of recruits
who may perhaps become
followers of this sport.
The first essential is a
swift " Left," if you are
playing the waiting game to
" catch him as he comes in,"
as Sam Langford says; Your
opponent will not lead then;
if anything is going to be
done you must lead and with
a good Left you can do so.
THE COUNTER.

If your opponent comes
in with a Left, be prepared to
meet him with one or the
other hand—which hand and
at what point directed must depend on the opening
given. If your man " ducks" to the right with his lead
you may step in with a swift left uppercut at the chin or
pit of the stomach. If he keeps an erect position a
Right cross will  meet the case.
I think more contests are won with this stroke than
any other, and if it comes off you must be upon him
at once, giving him no time for recovery. With these
Righthanded strokes you must be careful to turn the
hand over so as to bring the back knuckles leading,
for if the impact is on your thumb, you have finished
with that hand at least.
If you meet him with a short Right at the heart,
keep your thumb uppermost, if you can bring off one or
two of these strokes you may start leading, for, other
things being equal, the man who does the leading wins.
In delivering your counter stroke, you must head
slip his leas by ducking slightly to the right, but not too
far or you interfere with the force of your blow, which
must be delivered with all the strength and weight
you possess.
Do not peddle about with little snowflake blows,
but let each punch be such as to do something towards
reducing your opponent to impotence.
With novices there is always a constant " jumping
awaythe opposite should be done, and although,
when unprepared with your counter it is sometimes
necessary to jump back, as a rule one must step in and
meet the attack. If you find an opponent before you, who
does not counter you, or does not know how, for this
" countering or timing " needs learning and practice,
you, having a good Left," can cut such a oneup at
your leisure, knowing that you are in no danger of
running into a hard " left" or a " Right Cross."
CONDITION.

When preparing for a contest running should form
a part of it, starting with couple of hundred yards at
a steady double, gradually increasing the distance
until a mile can be covered in six minutes without
distress. This should be varied with short bursts at
top speed from 25 yards up to 120.
Condition is of the greatest importance. One often
sees competitors quite unfit for such strenuous work, and,
after one round, unable to hit a print in a pat of butter.
When he can cover a mile as described he should fight
six rounds without turning a hair, especially if he avoids
dancing aboutwhich is as common as useless.
In delivering blows do not hit anywhere, but aim
at vital spots, i.e., the jaw, the point if possible, the
" mark " or pit of stomach. A nose ender is not con
sidered vital but there is no blow more absolutely sicken
ing than a double impact puch on the nose end,
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FILMING BUFFS at CANTERBURY
has now finished, but we have a finer picture
there during this month, in which

WE WANT YOU TO TAKE PART.
Come and meet some of the OLD FACES during

THE DEPOT CRICKET WEEK.
We are eager to take you by the hand.

HERE

IS THE

PROGRAMME:

Saturday, 19th August—PAST & PRESENT B(JPFS CRICKET MATCH.
Played on the vastly improved Depot Cricket Ground.

"Buffers" Bar will be open all day on the ground;
Cold Luncheon served in Drill Shed on the ground at nominal

FOR ALL
OLD

BUFFS

charge of 1/6 a head.

AND

Tea served on ground at 6d. a head.

THEIR
FRIENDS.

Music. The Depot Band will perform on ground during the

]

afternoon.
Dancing & Social.

With a "Goasyouplease" Bar at 8.30 p.m.

Should you care to stay over the weekend, accommodation will be provided
in Barracks on Saturday and Sunday nights, the 19th and 20th.

Sunday, 20th August—
Open Air Parade Service at 11.30 a.m. in Barracks, weather permitting.
March to Warriors' Chapel at the Cathedral during the afternoon.
A limited number of wreaths will be procurable at the Depot.

Monday & Tuesday, 21st & 22nd August—
CRICKET.

Buffs Bast and Present v. R. West Kent Regt. Past and Present.

Wednesday & Thursday, 23rd & 24th August—
CRICKET. Buffs Past and Present v. Small Arms School, Hythe. '
( N o t e A l s o CONCERT on 23rd at 8 p.m., and. ZULU RAID on
ARDVELTFONTEIN. Firework Display on 24th at 9 p.m.
This is the event which attracted thousands of spectators last year,
and will be worth seeing).

Friday, 25th August—
THE DEPOT SPORTS on all day, and DANCE at 8.30 p.m.

Saturday, 26th August—
CRICKET.

Buffs Past and Present v. East Kent Ramblers.

Worth Coming for, Eh P

It's for YOU.

So Come Along !
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BHICAJEE

COWASJEE,

STEAMER POINT and CAMP, ADEN.
ESTABLISHED 1871.

Telegrams:

MILITARY

BHICAJEE,

ADEN.

CONTRACTOR.

The Management of Regimental Canteens and Coffee Shops a speciality.

PROVISIONS

AND

OILMAN

STORES.

Stockist of Wines, Spirits, Ale & Stout of reputed brands.
Sole Agent: Geo. Younger's "Revolver" Bulk Beer.
Perfumery & Patent Medicines
Aerated Waters Manufacturer.
FURNITURE ON HIRE AT MODERATE CHARGES.
THE

£» M)

ISOLDIER'S



Celebrated
« ARMY ALE."

The favourite beer throughout ail parts of the Indian Empire.

ei

A

Supplied to the 2nd Battalion THE BUFFS at ADEN by Pallonjee,
Dinshaw & Co., Camp and Steamer Point.
Supplied to the 1st Battalion THE BUFFS at CONSTANTINOPLE
by the N.A.A.F.I.
::
::
::
::
::
::
::
::

Win. McEwan & Co., Ltd., Brewers, Edinburgh.
[PHOTO ENGRAVERS

ETCHING I ARTISTS® DESIGNERS.

J ELECTROTYPER5J3&

lOgTD^/^/HSKf'coiliOTypE'

y*1eIepfr0ite2%Q7Ho/barn

I

|
F OR> JTLL

12,WineOfficeCourt.
|
IS"I PROMPTLY
fieer&t.,&on&i0ft£.c.
I PRODUCED
ex.Mbtfton
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The Young Soldier's Handbook.
EDUCATION.

T is
comparatively only
recently that it has been
I
thought necessary for Soldiers to

have brains, and in order rto
provide a man who enlists with
brains, of the deficiency of which
the act of enlistment is thought
by some to be an undeniable
proof, enormous strides have been
made in educational facilities.
In the old days, if one was
in a position educationally to
distinguish " A" from a bull's
foot, and to add 2 and 1 together
with no serious error, one was
tolerably certain of being able to
qualify for a Third Class Certificate
S.D. Caps will require
of Education, whilst the syllabus
more material.
for aSecond or First Class, was also
pretty simple compared with that of today. . Education
has become so thorough, however, that it is even claimed
by the authorities that a man who obtains a modern
First is quite capable of grasping the drift of the " Regu
lations for Eodging, Fuel and Eight Allowances," or of
understanding Army orders after having read them
once.
The principles of Eton, Oxford and Cambridge, it is
rumoured, are on the point of lodging a protest against
this unfair competition, and are only waiting for the
result of the campaign commenced by Big Business
against the N.A.A.F.I., in the hope that it will furnish
a legal precedent for their case against the Army Educa
tional Authorities.
Good as it is, however, the knowledge imbibed in
Civilian Schools can never be complete from a military
standpoint.
A man I knew, who was a B.A., or, at any rate,
a " B " something or other, (I know—because I often
heard him called by the name by various N.C.Os.)
, was constantly in trouble because he was unable to
turn out his feet at an angle of 45 degrees, although
he had trigonometry and geometry at his finger tips.
Another man who turned aside what promised to
be a very successful Royal Academy Career to join
the Army, was always toeing the line because he could
not get his equipment the right shade of khaki.
Gone are the days of the " cushy old sweat," who
never worried about" eddication," whose sole knowledge
of geography was the situation of the wet canteen and
the physical features of the Regimental Provost Sergeant;
whose history went back only as far as his own birthday ;
whose arithmetic was confined to the question of the
amount of pay he drew per diem, (and was not very
accurate at that!) ; and whose sole knowledge of national
economics was barely sufficient to enable him to know
the price of a pint.
We shall soon have an Army of highbrows. Whether
the taxpayer however, will be willing to bear the extra
expense t the country of supplying books and other
materials, and the enchanced cost of, S. D. Caps, which
will of course be vastly increased in size and will therefore
require much more material, remains to be seen.
. Having read these words of wisdom, we will assume
that your desire is to commence at once climbing the
educational ladder.
After halfanhour's diligent study of tomorrow's
probable winners, in order to give yourself the correct
studious pucker of the brow, present yourself at your
regimental School in good time. You will find the
teacher waiting for you, and once you are entered on
the school register, you are a fully fledged candidate,
and must attend regularly and punctually until ^our
certificate materialises, or until you die. Bear in mind,
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that candidates who trickle in halfanhour late, and
who bring a little gift of roses for the teacher to try and
smooth matters, are likely to find the thorns that go
with them.
You will be seated at a desk and given a pen. If this
is furnished with a nib, prod the desk with it a few times,
as a test of its soundness. If not, the only alternative
to writing with the top end of the holder, is to borrow
the nib of the man next to you. The quality of the ink
supplied is quite as important a point as the nib.
To test this, take a few dips in the inkwell with your
pen, after removing the pieces of blotting paper placed
there to keep the dust out, and shake a few drops on
the jacket of the man immediately to your front. This
is done working independently, and taking the time
from nobody at all, as parade methods are in school,
as far as possible, done away with. 
If the spots are of a nice rich black, and do not
spread after application, the ink is fit for use, and you
can proceed to spoil your paper, or distinguish yourself
in literature as the
case maybe. What
happens
from
this point onwards,
whether you sit for
your exams or sit up
for your misbe
haviour ; whether
you are classified
as a worm or a book
worm; or whether
you acquire the
bumps of knowledge
or meet those of the
orderly room var
iety, depends en
tirely on yourself.
Seated at the desk.and given a pen.

The Maid of Wickhambraeux.
T ENTERED by the broken hedge
I The wood near Wick hambreaux,
And sauntered down a shady path,
As idlers often do.
A leafy glen then opened out
And offered to my view
The Wondrous Maiden of my Dreams—
The Maid from Wick hambreaux.
As I approached to ask my way,
The way to Wickhambreaux,
A smile between her lips peeped out—
Enchantingly it grew,
And rippled o'er her dimpled cheeks,
As sunkissed wavelets do.
That smile a captive made me to
The Maid from Wickhambreaux.
Those laughterladen eyes played false
The Maid from Wickhambreaux ;
I saw behind their mocking veil
Love trying to break through,
So captive, I the captor played—
And played it boldly too—
I gathered Love's sweet token from
The Maid from Wickhambreaux.

H.

HEARD AT RECRUITS' EECTURES.
Sergeant Major :" What happened at Albuhera ?"
Recruit: " i don't ..now, air. I was in hospital."
Sergeant Major: " In what year was the Buffs' Militia formed?"
Recruit: "In the year 105."
Sergeant Major: " What's an ambush my lad?"
My Lad:" One of them there prickly kind, Sir."
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THOMPSON
.

BROS.

(Proprietor : H. Q. B. 8LADE)

QUEEN'S HOTEL
FOLKESTONE

DAIRY + FARMERS
102,

(opposite Town Hall)
FIR8TOLA88

High. Street, Sandgate Family & Commercial Hotel
. . BODEGA . .

Deliveries twice daily in Sealed Bottles
to any part of Shorncliffe and District

"Quorn Toothpicks" Cigars
(Registered)

A mild cigar with character.

Length 6 ins.

To be obtained only from

J . H . G. H AMILTON

(adjoining Queen's Hotel)

WINES

CANTERBURY

Telephone

95.

A. GARDINER
(Late H. Funnell)

FAMILY AND MILITARY
BUTCHER 4>
38

High Street,
SANDGATE

BUILDER & CONTRACTOR
ST. GEORGE'S PLACE
<DA 3SRA?BK.B"CTE/"Y"

MARTINS

OFFICERS' & SERGEANTS' MESSES
SUPPLIED

Ltd

Gown Makers, Milliners, etc.
Fashion Goods of High Grade at
Moderate Prices

A PERSONAL SERVICE.
1

Corned Beef.

(Canterbury)

Silk Mercers, Costumiers,

and Mutton
Tongues.

WOOD.

GEORGE BROWNING

Best Home-killed English Beef

Pickled

THE

Phone :—81, Canterbury.

Wine Merchant

TELEPHONE 148 CANTERBURY

FROM

& 2 St. George's Street

and Burgate Lane
CANTERBURY
Telephone 264
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The Fourth Battalion.
To FOEKESTONEITES.

W

ILL Folkestone readers please note that in
consequence of complaints having been received
that great difficulty has been experienced in obtaining
The Dragon in the town, we have approached
Sergeant A. J . Philpott, of the Folkestone Detachment,
and have been successful in obtaining his services as
an agent. In future, the latest issue of The Dragon
can be obtained from him either at the Drill Hall any
evening, or at his home at 6 Ethelbert Rd. We take
this opportunity of thanking him for the enthusiasm
with which he took up our suggestion and are glad to
add him to our list of outside helpers.
R.Q.M.Sgt. G. Arnold is to be very highly praised
and congratulated on his fine work as President of the
Sergeants' Mess during the recent camp. As against a
balance of Nil in the previous year's accounts, he has on
this occasion managed to run the Mess on very much
smaller individual charges and yet leave a Balance
Credit of £13 15s. 3d., which will be of great use in
starting a mess next year. It was a triumph of manage
ment which none could have beaten, and we are hoping
very much that next year he .will volunteer for the
second time to carry out the arrangements necessary
in a big task of this kind. Balance Sheets are about to
be circulated among those who were members.
The permanent Staff of the Battalion has suffered
severely under the Axe, being reduced from eight in
structors to five. In consequence C.S.M. Gregg, C.S.M.
Rylott and C.S.M. Potter have had to be struck off,
to the regret of all concerned. Capt. H. Lionel Smith,
O.C. " D " Company will, it is understood, miss the
former very much from Dover. The two latter have
however, consented to act as part time instructors,
so that the services that could not be dispensed with will
not be lost entirely. It is needless to comment on the
fine spirit displayed in their action, except to say that
that is what we expect Buffs would have done.
Musketry goes on apace, and Sgt. Johnson at Folkes
tone has distinguished himself by making the fine total
score of 109 out of a possible 115, and what is more
the S.A. School provided the markers !
THE SrrriNGBouRNE COMPANY.
The detachment commenced their annual course at Conyer on the
24th and 25th June, and are doing very well indeed, all ranks paying
great interest to it and are all looking forward to having the Trades
men's Prize Shoot again which was a very great interestng item with
this company in prewar days.
We very much regret to record the recent death of No. 6281625,
Pte. J. E Milway of this detachment, who was accidentally killed
by a motor lorry when he was returning home from work, the deceased
intention was to get home early so as to enable him to be present at
drill the same evening. The deceased had only been working four days
when the accident occurred, after being unemployed for several months.
The loss of our comrade will be much felt by this detachment,
whose sympathy goes with the widow and six children left behind.
Our late * comrade was laid to rest with full military honours
found by this detachment, and it. being the wish of the widow the de
ceased was drawn on the hand bier to the cemetery by his comrades
of this detachment, the firing party under Sgt. Shepherd did their work
to the utmost praise, also the buglers in sounding the East Post. The
followers including a detachment of British Eegion members were
under the command of Capt. D. J. Dean, V.C. Although it was raining
hard, this did not stop a large gathering of people turning up at the
cemetery to see our conirade laid to rest.
Pte. Milway will be remembered by the N.C.O.'s and Men of the
2nd Battalion as he was in "A" Company when the regiment laid
at Wellington, India.

"C" WEAED COMPANY.

Our energies during the past month have been chiefly devoted to
Musketry. Having completed Part I., with the exception of a few
individuals, we are now engaged by Platoons in firing Part II.—the
Standard Test of the new Table 44 T "—with, on the whole, satisfactory
results. The leading scores will be published when the Company
has completed firing. With the object of promoting further interest
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in shooting additional prizes will be given this year as under:—The
Challenge Cup for the best shot in the Company ; present
holder, Corpl. Eeaver.
Inter Platoon Challenge Cup for the Platoon making the highest
average score.
Challenge Cups for the best shot in each Platoon.
Cash prizes of £1, 10/ and 5/ for 1st, 2nd and 3rd in each Platoon,
and 10/, 5/ and 2/6 for 1st 2nd and 3rd Recruits of the Company.
We have to record the fact that our two Instructors have now
been appointed 44 Parttime Instructors "—in other words they are
paid less for doing the same work, thereby joining the many victims
of the 44 Axe," and they have our sincere condolence. As far as the
Company is concerned we may consider ourselves lucky in retaining
the services of two such efficient and popular Instructors as C.S.M's.
Rylott and Potter.
44 Elliott"

The Editor, The Dragon, will be glad to
receive regular news from all detachments of
the 4th Buffs, and those willing to act as
correspondents to the paper in Canterbury,
Dover, Heme Bay, etc., are invited to com
municate with him.

Life in Perak.
BY T. TREVOR, EATE SGT., 6394, 2ND BATTAEION.

(Being the 3rd of a series of articles especially written
for The Dragon by Old Buffs who have settled overseas).
A S you ask for particulars of life overseas it has struck
j_JL me that a day in the life of a planter may be of
interest to many. So here goes.
Rise at 5.0 a.m. Have a cup of tea and a snack
and proceed to take muster at 5.30. Here the coolies
are told off to their several tasks, i.e., Tapping, weeding,
pestwork, drainage etc., etc. The sick are dealt with
and complaints heard. Then for a lengthy stroll through
your division checking, examining and correcting until
9 or 9.30, when home to a bath and breakfast.
At 11 o'clock proceed to the factory to weigh in
your rubber and supervise the making up into sheets,
crepe, etc. This done Home to tiffin at about 1.30 p.m.
The day's work is now over, unless it happens to be
rice issue day or pay day, when the afternoon is fully
occupied. Change into " Sarong and Baju " and lie
off and read until tea time 4.30. This over, bathe,
change and off with a gun for a shot at anything that
turns up. (Elephants are the biggest insect round our
way, and there are bags of them). Home at dusk,
about 6.30, and then to the club or a neighbour's Bunga
low for a whiskey and soda and a yarn. Home at about
8.0 p.m. to dinner, then for a smoke and off to bed at
9. 0 or 9.30 for a well earned rest.
The rubber industry is having a pretty thin time
just now, but it is a fine life. Healthy, free and interest
ing
I paid a visit the other day to Kuala Kangsar, and
whilst there I took a photo of the memorial erected to the
memory of those who fell in the " Perak War." of the
eighties. If the film comes out well I will send you a copy.
It will be of interest to many I have no doubt. Captain
Boon I believe was there for one. I do quite a lot of
photography, and will send you some snaps from time
to time if you would care to have them.
I am going to Port Dickson to camp with the M.S.
V. R. (in which I am Sergeant) in a few days time. Burke
is now stationed there, so I shall see him no doubt.
I was much interested in Joe Enright's article on the
Carter family. Good old Joe. I was present at his
wedding at Dover; others of those present were Broo
shooft, Port (Alf), Jury, Wenham, Boadly and Mc
Inarney. Someone tied an old size 12 " ammo" on
the back of the carriage for luck. We all adjourned
to the " Queen's Head " to raise elbows in honour of the
happy pair. Good old days those. *
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The Buffs' Benevolent Fund,

Enquiry Bureau.

And an appeal.

reply to our request for information relating to the
HIS Fund was started in 1908 at the Meeting of the
ItheN 1stRegimental
March, Band Master G. W* Elvin of
TThe
Past and Present Association at Canterbury.
Batt. writes as follows :—
Funds were raised by a subscription of Id. per
TUNES TOMMIES MARCH TO :

Practically every Regiment in the British Army
has its own special tune, to which it invariably marches
past at reviews, and other similar ceremonial parades.
Very appropriate too, are many of the airs :—
Royal Marines: A life on the Ocean Wave.
R.A.S.C. : Wait for the Waggon, and Well All
T&kc 3f Ride.
Loyal N. Lancashire Regt.: My Love is like the R.ed
Red Rose.
Lincolnshire Regt.: The Lincolnshire Poacher.
(Many others could be given).
Most regimental marches are of considerable anti
quity, and many of them commemorate some stirring
episode, or unusual happening, in the history of the
corps.
The Buffs Regimental March, one of the best and most
melodious of all Regimental Marches, was written by
Handel: Although a German by birth, he was typically
English in all his ways, writings, and manners. He
was Chapel Master to the Elector of Hanover (afterwards
George I. of England) and remained in England the
greater part of his life.
Handel wrote this beautiful march "The Buffs,
as a mark of gratitude for the part played by the corps,
in helping his native Saxony, to throw off the yoke of
the Spanish invaders. Period 1704 to 1706.
Handel was born at Halle, 23/2/1685 : Died in Lon
don on Good Friday, 14/4/1759.
Whilst on the subject of the Regimental March
it is interesting to note that Capt. H. Morley has an old
manuscript of this in his possession; and those of our
readers who would like copies are asked to communicate
with us with a view to our testing the likely demand,
prior to going to the expense of having these reprinted.
ADDRESSES WANTED.

Mr. A. E. Cheeseman writes us from Stone House,
East Farleigh, nr. Maidstone as follows.

" Could you please get me in touch with No. 9417 Victor Gibson,
E/C. and Corpl., 2nd and 1st Buffs, afterwards C.S.Major, B Company,
1/5 Buffs in Mesopotamia, his home prior to 1914, was at Gillingham,
or in that neighbourhood.
„
Also Sgt. F. Woodward, who was in the 2nd Battalion.
Woods
was also CookSgt. to the 1/5 Battalion in Mespot, and afterwards whilst
at the Depot at Bangalore, was Depot goalkeeper, and did excellent work
winning for the team the all India Murree cup, which only shews that
in addition to being capable of "assembling Bully stew, he gave the
Battalion a few points in football, not counting the swollen heads and
badlv fitting topees, after the Cup had been on view m the Sergeants
Mess", during a free evening. Ask Dizzy Burton, R.S.M., now Transport
Sergeant to the 4th Battalion.
.
Trusting you will be able to put me on to these old chums, and
wishing the old Flying Duck continued success.

AND ANOTHER.

And Mr. J. R. Willows of The Depot asks for news of Pte. C. J.
Blunt, late 5th Battalion The Buffs and who served in Gailipoli, Egypt
and Palestine with the 5th Buff Company in the 2/4thR.W. Kent Regt.
Blunt originally lived in the Weald of Kent at Headcorn; he was
Mr. Willows' servant from 19161919.

STEADY THE BUFFS.

In regard to our article in last month's issue on
" Steady the Buffs," Colonel W. E. R. Kelly writes
" I also remember as a boy after joining in '64, it was
repeated at Malta as follows :—"Steady the Buffs, the
Queens (old friends of ours) are looking at you;" and
Mrs. Backhouse sends us the following:—
" The Regiment was advancing when the Colonel
shouted the grand old command ' Steady the Buffs !
The Colonel of an Irish Regiment heard the order,
and not to be outdone shouted in a glorious Irish brogue
" Aisee the South Mayos."

month from every one in both Battalions and the Depot,
and a donation of £1 from General Kekewick, making
a total of £46. In that year only £6 were spent in relief
of Old Buffs as, owing to the infancy of the Fund, it was
decided to pay out more when the Funds were greater.
All Officers Past and Present, Sergeants' Messes and
others were asked to subscribe with the result that,
next year, the Fund had grown to £225 19s. 5d. and
£45 was spent in relief. Next year the Fund had grown
to £375 0s. 3d., and £50 was spent in relief. In that
year £150 was invested. The £50 was spent out of
Capital. So the Fund has increased/until we have
now a credit of £3,636 invested, bringing in an annual
income of £166, and a cash balance of £197; and were
able to spend in 1921 £330 from annual income and
cash in hand in relief of exBuffs and their widows.
In 1908 the Fund was open to all pastW.O's, N.C.O's
and men of the 1st and 2nd Battalions and theirfamilies.
It is now open to all men who have worn Buffs' Uniform.
It was suggested in 1908 that the Fund should be
administered by the Past and Present Association,
but this was overruled by some reason not known to
the writer.
It has now been decided that W.O's, N.C.O's and
men who do not subscribe to the Past and Present
Association during their service, will not be eligible for
assistance from the Buffs Benevolent Fund in later
vears, this to come in force as from the 1st January
1923.
And so we see that the Fund has risen quickly to
a substantial amount bringing in an annual revenue.
But the Annual Revenue is not really big enough for
our needs.
What we want is to increase our capital so as to bring
in about £300 a year at least. By this means we shall
be only spending our income. It must be remembered,
of course, that there is at present a great deal of un
employment and that there are many wartime Buffs
who have been helped. In later years it is hoped that
there will be a smaller amount of men requiring help,
so that we may be able to disburse larger sums to really
old and deserving cases. At present the help we can
give is limited to a few pounds for each case. It is these
small sums that eat up our income, thus preventing us
from giving very old Buffs or their widows a big enough
pension to keep them in real comfort in their old age.
So I will end by making an appeal for Funds however
small to help increase our Capital. More especially
we hope that Battalions will imitate the Depot and
devote a day's pay per man to the Benevolent Fund on
Albuhera Day each year. G. F. D. S.', CAPT.
Hon. Secretary.

Some Military Proverbs.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Never say " Why ? "
An army razor gathers no moss.
None but the brave tackle cookhouse fare.
To have to march is inhuman. To ride divine.
A little cheek is a dangerous thing.
A stitch in time saves 9 days C.B.
Pads should cover a multitude of shins.
Half a bivouac is better than no bed.
A bird in the hand is worth two in the cookhouse.
Cleanliness is next to Godliness, except on Church
parade.
11. People who live in the "glasshouse" should
never throw scowls.
REVIEO.
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Veteri Frondescit Honore.

Officers.

Capt. E. S. O'Grady resigns his commn. (June 17), and retains his
rank.
Et. E. S. Symons resigns his commn. (June 24).
Capt. C. J. Howell resigns his commn. (May 22), under A.O. 166, as
amended by A.O. 332/21, and retains the rank of Capt. (substituted for
that which appeared in Gazette of June 9).
Et. T. A. Moss resigns his commn. (June 28).
Capt. N. S. Hart restd. to the estabt. (April 1).

The Depot.

APPOINTMENTS .

No. 6280090 Pte. Knight appointed Depot Drummer.

DISCHARGES.

6281562 Pte. C. Barnett, 6280288 Pte. G. Dunn, 7810713 Pte. A.
Farmaner, 6281399 Pte. R. Groombridge, 6280713 Pte. A. E. Redman,
6279070 E/C. F. Thomas, 6280093 Pte. J. Unwin, 6279982 Pte. T.Waring.

RECRUITS.

Pte. J. W. Burn, Pte. S. R. J. Dessent, Pte. A. W. Dalton, Pte. H. E.
Ditton, Pte. H. G. Dale, Pte. H. Goodier, Pte. A. E Eittle, Pte. F. J.
Mullinger, Pte. A. Mullinger, Pte. H. Packman, Pte. W. M. Pitt, Pte.
W. A. Sparling, Pte. R. E. Sharman, Pte. S. W. Smith, Pte. J. E Walker.

ilEdm jrnmdrmt %fmsrt

REENEISTMENTS .

Pte. F. W. Brown (late R. Navy), Pte. W. T. Brissenden (late 4th
Buffs), Pte. E. E. Dale (late 4th Buffs), Pte. A. V. Foad (late 4th Buffs,
T.), Pte. P. McGann (late Conn. Rangers), Pte. E. H. Marchant (late
4th Buffs), Pte. H. R. Norris (late R.F.A., T.), Pte. G. H. Worsdell
(late 731754 R.F.A., T.)

TRANSFERS.

H^HE Spirit of Three Hundred
*
And Fifty Years Ago.
Survived when Hun guns thundered
With baffled rage the foe—

6278299 Pte. W. G. Begont, to Army Reserve.
7042318 Pte. E. Garside, transerred from 1/R Irish Fusiliers.
1050420 Gnr. G. A. Hatt, transferred from 55th Batty R.F.A.

The 4th Battalion.
DISCHARGES.

Beheld The Buffs and scattered
The Spirit laughed in glee
Death's Advent never mattered
That England might be free.

6281330 Pte. E Court, 6280468 Pte. R. T. Cook, 6281563 Pte. G.
Dadd, 6280914 Pte. E Dale, 1661669 Pte. A. V. Foad, 6281248 Pte. C.
Howell, 6281194 Pte. A. Harris, 6281200 Pte. H. Jury, 6281262 Pte. F.
Penn, 7508 Cpl. R. Stafford, 6278009 Cpl. B. Webb.

Remains that Spirit with us
Forever and for aye
The Buff salutes his Ancestor—
With pride he fades away.
Carry on !

6281256 Sgt. R. Gifford, 6280525 Cpl. J. Taylor, 6281583 Pte. W. F.
Fuller, passed Course of Instruction in Transport Duties.
6281223 Cpl. J. Mead, 6280763 Cpl. F. Glover, 6280514 E/C. F.
Butcher, passed a Course of Weapon Training at Depot.

COURSE OF INSTRUCTION.

APPOINTMENTS.

6280929 Pte. A. Buddie, 6280905 Pte.

E Mantle, appointed A/Corpl.

ENEISTMENTS.

We want your friends as
Subscribers, but
If you've friendless and strangers won't
nibble the bait,
Opportunities still remain rife.

Pte. P. Good "C" (Horsmonden), Pte. D. W. Good "C" (Hors
monden), Pte. W. Eocke " D " (Dover), Pte. W. H. Palmer " D " (Dover)
Pte. J. Scott " B " (Sittingbourne).

REENGAGEMENTS.

6281267 Pte. B. Brewer, 6281349 Sgt. J. Beale, 6281079 Pte. W.
Chapman, 6281250 Pte. B. Hart, 6281259 Pte. W. Hogben, 6281266
Sgt. A. Johnson, 6281268 Sgt. S. Elovd, 6281283 E/C. W. Eewis,
6281269 Pte. J. McQuado, 6281272 Cpl. A. Nutley, 6281251 E/C.A.
Russell, 6281195 E/C. W. Shepherd, 6281198 Sgt. F. Wood, for a farther
period of one year.
6278023 Pte. E. Ditton, for 4 years.

How to get The

Dragon.

And thus make him a good friend for life!

fOR those wishing to receive the paper direct through
the post each month, the rates of subscription are —
1 year 8/, 6 months 4/, 3 months 2/.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs,
Canterbury.

WANTED—The names and addresses of all old
Buffs to enable us to send them a Dragon.

rOPIES of the paper can also be obtained from any

You might rope us in one of your enemies,

Territorial Drill Hall in East Kent at the price of 6d.
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The Outlook.
(Bein° monthly notes relating to the Garrison Church,
Canterbury).
STANDING ARRANGEMENTS.
Sundays. 8 a.m., Holy Communion. 10.30 a.m., Parade Service.
11.45 a.m., Girls' Bible Class (Vestry). 2.45 p.m., Sunday School
in the Prince of Wales' Institute (entrance by Barracks only). 5.30
p.m., Baptism (previous notice to be given in every case to the Chaplain).
6.30, Evening Service (fully choral). All seats free. 7.30 p.m., Holy
Communion on 5th Sunday in the month as announced.
Weekdays. Monday—Choir Practice for Boys in Church at 7.45
p.m. On Wednesdays—Sunday School Teachers' Class for Juniors,
6.30 p.m. and Seniors 7.15 p.m., in the Chaplain's Office, P.W.I, except
on the Wednesday before the first Sunday in the month. Thursdays—
Choir Practice for men and boys from 6 to 7 p.m. in Church.
Baptisms. 5.30 p.m. on Sundays or at any other time by special
arrangement with the Chaplain.
Churchings. At any time by arrangement with the Chaplain.

GENERAE GARRISON CHURCH NOTES.

Garrison Men's Club.
During June the Club ran some very successful practice dances on
Thursday evenings from 7.10 p.m.—an average of 90 soldiers and their
friends were present each week, and on July 6th, the final dance of the
season was held. The dances will start again on the 1st Thursday in
October. Passes already issued should be kept carefully for the future.
On June 22nd, a 1/ dance was held in aid of the Choir Boys' Outing.
£2 9s. 6d. was realized and this exactly paid for the outing.

The Garrison Church Guild.
Accounts of the Annual Sale and the outing to Margate must be held
over till September issue.
The meetings of the Guild being closed down, during August and
September, Members are asked to note that the Guild will reopen on
the 1st Friday in October, at 3 p.m.
A very successful season has been recorded with an average attend
ance of from 20 to 25 each Friday afternoon throughout the year.

The Band of Hope.
The results of the Interdiocesan Examination for 1922 are as
follows:—
Winner of Garrison Branch Prize for intermediate members was
Constance Bransgrove. 1st Class certificates were gained by R.
McNally and Joseph McNally and 2nd class certificates were gained by
Charles McNally (Junior) and Kathleen Goby (Intermediate). The
total marks gained by the Garrison Branch for the Banner Competition
was 56.

Choir Outing to Heppington.
The outing was held on the 1st of July, and the brake left the church
at 1.30 p.m. We went by way of Hollo v Eane. The wild cherries
by the road were much sought after, but we obtained few. We arrived
about 2.30, when we were cordially greeted by our kind hostess Mrs.
Chapman.
We decided first of all to play cricket. Mr. CooperHunt and Mr.
Head each captained a side. Mr. Head's side was dismissed for nine
in the first innings, and Mr. CooperHunt's side then made 31. There
was just time for Mr. Head's side to go in again when they brought
their score up to 50. Tick Monaghan made three not out. We then
adjourned for tea.
This was voted Al. Cherries and cakes were there in abundance,
and when told that they were all to be eaten we looked somewhat aghast,
but saying " Nil desperandum " we made a valiant attempt. The Girl
Guides kept us well supplied with eatables, and in a short space of time
we felt like more cricket.
Mr. CooperHunt almost won the match himself, and his side won
by about 15 runs. The innings was soon over and we went for a ramble
in the woods. Most of us spent a good deal of time running from two
large and ferocious pigs, and we were very sorry when the whistle went
for us to go home.
After thanking Mrs. Chapman heartily for her generosity, we went
home Nackington way after a thoroughly enjoyable day. We arrived
in Canterbury about 8 p.m., tired out, but in the best of spirits after a
most enjoyable afternoon.
H.R.

Mr. Morbey.

It is with sincere regret that we record the retirement of Mr. Morbey
from the position of Army Scripture Reader which he has held for over
40 years—20 of them being spent at Canterbury. He and Mrs. Morbey
have always been very true friends to the Chaplain and to the Garrison
Church, assisting us as he always has done in a thousand and one ways,
and his place will be hard to fill.
Mrs. Morbey up to the time of her serious illness has identified her
self with the work of the Garrison Church Guild and with the Band
of Hope last year.
We are glad to know that so long as he remains in Canterbury Mr.
Morbey has kindly volunteered to carry on his work at the Garrison
Church voluntarily, a generous offer which is much appreciated.

The Altar Flowers.
We are very grateful for the kind help of Mrs. Beeney and Mrs. Penny
in providing and arranging the Altar flowers during Mrs. Groombridge's
illness. Also Mrs. Beeney has most generously given a small wash
hand stand and towels for use in the vestry. Tiiis has been badly
needed for a long time, but lack of money has made its purchase next
to impossible. Her kind thought is much appreciated.

The Offertories.
It is as well for everyone to know that the offertories have been
steadily decreasing every week. This is not merely discouraging to
me personally, but it is particularly serious for the church. An
entertainment draws its 9d.—a church service only £d. Is this right ?
It is with considerable difficulty that I receive enough to pay the Choir
Boys and Organist each month ; yet from this fund I am expected
to be able to provide an outing for the Sunday School—about 200
in all—costing £21. A recent collection for the Sunday School outing
in church realised 7/7 !

The Church.

Pte. Trosh, Depot The Buffs, continues to put in splendid work as
Church orderly. It is really wonderful what an improvement he manages
to produce in the appearance of the place. His absence, when on
musketry, was immediately reflected in the condition of the Church
and we were very glad indeed when he returned to full duty.
We hope that the renovation of the interior will soon be put in hand
by the R.E. It will be splendid when this is done.

Baptisms.
No. 872. 25.6.22. James Henry Watts, R.A.M.C.
No. 873. 16.7.22. Raymond Bruce Couchman, Depot The Buffs.

Offertories at Parade Services.
2.7.22. 18s. Od. Object, C.E.M.S.
9.7.22. 7s. 7d. Object, Sunday School Outing.
C. COOPERHUNT, C.F., Garrison Chaplain.
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Personalia.

OLD out! Such is the story of our Special Anniver
sary number of which we had 3,000 copies printed,
and we thank the many who have so kindly sent us
congratulatory messages.
The increase in our circulation has brought us into
touch with many old friends with whom touch had been
lost. These we hope will not only stick to us, but help
make the paper more widely known.
And before we pass to other matters we should like
again to thank the many who are helping The Dragon
with their copy and news. Of this we can not have too
much, so if you have a yarn, a
reminiscence, a personalia para
graph, or perhaps a caricature or
sketch we hope you will send it
along.
Best congratulations to all at
the Depot for the brilliant success
of The Canterbury Week in regard
to which Major Guy Lee published
the following c o n g r a t u l a t o r y
message :—
" The Commanding Officer
wishes to express his thanks to
all the Warrant Officers, Sergeants
and other ranks who assisted in
various duties both in barracks
and on the cricket ground during
the Canterbury week. It was to
a great extent owing to their good
and willing work that the Cricket
Week was such a great success.
He also wishes to congratulate the
Band on the excellent rendering
of their Programmes during the
week, which gave pleasure and
was enjoyed by many hundreds."

Price Sixpence.

Colonel Harold Findlay having retired, will be accorded
a hearty welcome into the ranks of the old Brigade.
Here he is, and for the information of those who may be
a little shortsighted the word on the top of the document
protruding from his coat pocket is " Winners." But,
perhaps, you had all guessed it.
We hear of the following old Buffs as being members
of the Brighton and Hove Branch of the Naval and
Military Veterans Association:—Mr. G. J. Butler,
late C.Sgt., age 69 and holder of the Long Service and
G.C. Medal, Mr. J. Hole, late Private, age 63 and holder
of the Zulu medal, and Mr. M. Lane, late private, age 69,
and holder of the Indian Frontier Medal.
Mr. Eric C. French, whose
excellent verses we publish from
time to time will be remembered
as a prewar member of the 4th
Battalion and as a LanceSergt. of
the 5th Battalion. He is now well
placed in a bank at Margate.
The Depot is indebted to Brig.
Gen. R. A. Hickson for the following
gifts :—Two Enfield Rifles and
bayonets dated 1856 and in an
extraordinarily good state of
preservation, and photographs of
Col. Biddulph, General Maude, V.C.,
and General Mark Walker, V.C.
We hear of Mr. Isard (late
Sergeant 2nd Battalion), living
very happliy at Dundee, where he
is Oboeist at the King's Theatre.
Both his sons fought in the war,
though not in the Buffs. His only
complaint is that he has not met
an old Buff since 1912.

And whilst these notes are
Captain E. Hudson Allen
being written the Depot Week and
hopes to leave Nigeria in December,
all that it stands for is in full
on a few months leave.
swing. And here again the Depot
COLONEL HAROLD FINDLAY.
have excelled. Full accounts of both these great
M. Roger Blondel, who used to be interpreter to the
occasions will be found elsewhere in this number.
1st Battalion writes a very friendly letter; he is living
at 2 rue VictorienSardou, Paris (XVI e).
The following officers from the 5th Battalion The
Buffs are appointed to the 4th Battalion, and retain
We have heard from Mr. S. Pountney (late No.
their rank and precedence
Major E. B. Burns, Capt
25421 1st Battalion) who lost a limb at Ypres ; he is
T. B. Cheesman, Lt. D. V. Coote, Lt. A. K. Boning,
living at Kentish Town.
Lt. C. A. Winch, Lt. H. Alexander, Sec. Lt. G. F. Reeves.
Mr. W. Quinn, late 4402 D Company, who served
Mr. A. O. Rye, late L/Cpl. of The Depot, asks us to
with the 1st Battalion in Peshawar, Kamptee, and
announce that he is now with the Edinburgh Citj^ Police
Shwebo, is now to be found at 9 Kilburn Park Road,
Force, and not the Glasgow Force as stated in our J une
where he is running the business of Newsagent, Tobacco
issue.
nist, and Confectioner.
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Major W. Tufnell has, we understand, been unable
to find a house at Canterbury and is now trying Folke
stone.
We learn that a sighed portrait of the King ©f Denmark
is on its way to the Sergeants' Mess of the 2nd Battalion,
We are glad to hear that Maj.Gen. Sir Guy Bain
bridge is about again, after having had a very bad time
as a result of his accident.
Captain H. W. Jackson is no longer at Millbank
but we are sorry to learn that he is again having trouble
with his leg.
#
We hear that J. S. Durham (late 9558 1st Bn.) is now
a Leading Aircraftsman in the 28th Squadron R.A.F.
at Kphat, North West Frontier.
We hear of Mr. B. H. M. Ritchie, who left the Regt.
at Dover in 1888, as now being, a prosperous farmer in
the Transvaal.
Mr. Weeks, writing from E. Finchley, tells us that he
recently ran into Ames, late pte. in the 1st Battalion,
who will be remembered as the well known feather
weight boxer in D. Coy. Ames is now working on the
Metropolitan Railway at King's Cross.
Congratulations to Captain E Hudson Allen on
winning the Polo Scuny with his pony " Yaro " at the
race meeting held at Kano, Nigeria.
Our Anniversay number has brought us into touch
with, amongst a whole host of others, Capt. Geo. Johnson
who was the first 2nd Battalion Correspondent to write
to The Dragon under the nomdeplume of Nobby,
this in the year 1888. Mr. Johnson is now employed
at Queen Mary's Convalescent Centre, Epsom, and has
kindly written for six copies of our August number
for distribution amongst the Buffs in that centre.

Mr. C. Atkins, writing from 35 Cromwell Road,
S. Kensington, tells us that, for the last three years, he
was messenger to the late Field Marshal Sir Henry
Wilson at the War Office; and his description of that
great soldier is " a more loveable and splendid gentleman
would be impossible to find."
Mr. Harris writing from Minster tells us that the first
Depot Sergt. Major at the Depot was Ebenezer Wiggs.
Now that this ball has been set rolling we invite assis
tance towards compiling a complete fist of those who
have ever held this appointment.
We hear from Lt. R. R. H. Fox, that he is to be home
on Rave from Nigeria in September, and that his H.Q.,
will be the United Services Club, Pall Mall.
And we also hear that Major and Mrs. E. C. Norman
may be expected home on leave from Aden in October.
" Tony " Clay, late of " C " Coy., 1st Battalion, visited
the Depot on the 27th July, and remained the following
day anxious to see all whom he knew. He left the
Regiment on Completion of 21 in 1919, and is now pros
pering as a messenger to the Board of Trade in London.
He is looking very well and fit.
Mr. J. R. Munday, late 5768 D Company and on re
enlistment 11542, writes :—" I should like you, if space
permits, to convey my kind regards to any reader who
knew " Old Bob Munday," and to tell them that I am
doing very well with the Prudential Insurance Co., Ltd.
On the 28th July the Depot was visited by ex C.Q.M.S
Gambrill, late of 1st Battalion, and Mrs. Gambrill.
He was on a fortnight's holiday, and was as glad to see
some of the old faces as we were of seeing him. He is
now clerk in a Solicitor's Office, and is very contented
with his lot, and both he and his wife certainly look
very well on it.
—
Captain Bobbie Child is now rehearsing in a new
play entitled " The Island King," which is to be produced
in London early in September.

We were very sorry to hear such a poor account of
Mr. C. Bertram, late 6417 2nd Battalion who is still
attending hospital with heart trouble.

Congratulations to Captain H. H. C. Baird on winning
the monthly Medal at St. George's, Sandwich.

Mr. W. J. Brungler, M.M., late 2nd Lt. 1st Battn.,
and Sgt. 6th Battalion, writing from Leicester, tells us
that ex C.S.M. Pritchard, M.C., late of the 6th Battn.,
is a tramway conductor at Leicester; and that in the
Wigston Cooperative Society's Clothing Dept., is to be
found exDrummer F. Satterthwaite, also late of the
6th Battalion.

The Benevolent Fund is indebted to Mr. A. E.
Coveney, D.C.M., for his handing over to that fund the
eight shilling prize awarded him by The Dragon for
obtaining for us six new annual subscribers. Mr.
Coveney in a postscript to his letter says:—" You will
no doubt be pleased to know I am still playing " the
Game," 32 not out on Saturday."

We hear of Mr. H. T. Silk, late servant to Captain
Strettell at this Depot, is now working for a wholesale
gramaphone firm at Blackfriars. Silk's address is
64, Goodwood Road, New Cross, S.E.14., so now you
know where to write for your records and needles etc.

Brig.Gen. FinchHatton has very kindly offered to
take over the Hon. Treasurership of The Dragon.

It is interesting to know that an uncle of Colonel
Kelly was in command of the Grenadier Company in
1846 when the .bullock dashed into the ranks of the
Regiment marching through the City of London with
fixed bayonets as described in our last issue.

It has given us great pleasure to elect Sir A. E.
Shipley a life member of The Dragon; this is but
a small way of showing our appreciation of his generous
gift to the Regiment.
And it has given us equal pleasure to elect Major
H. Hobbs a life member also. Major Hobbs was a very
old friend of the Regiment in India, and on his visit to
Canterbury during the Depot Week generously presented
us with a cheque for five guineas.

We regret to have to record the deaths of two old
Buffs in the Brookland motor smash. These were Mr.
Barton, who was 2 years prisoner of war in Germany,
and Mr. Norman McLeod, late Sgt. Maj. in the 5th Buffs
Defence Corps.

By the time this number of The Dragon appears
Major Crookenden will have arrived in Canterbury from
Constantinople. We accord him a very warm welcome.

Lt. Cass has left the Depot for Intelligence work in
Ireland.

We hear of Col. Findlay as having taken a house
near Faversham.
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Regimental Notabilities.

N account of the Depot Week appears elsewhere,
and the great success of it augurs well, I feel sure'
tor our Annual Dinner on October 7th at which we look
forward to the largest attendance of old Buffs ever
recorded.
Here are the arrangements, and may I ask again for
those intending to be present and who have not yet
registered their names with me to do so as soon as possible
The dinner will take place at 7 p.m. for 7.30 p.m. on
Saturday, October 7th, at the Cannon Street Hotel,
the price will be 7/6, and a special train will probably
be run from Dover, Minster, Margate, Canterbury and
Ashford.
All those wishing to join in the march of old Buffs
to the Cenotaph in Whitehall will rendezvous at the
North Side of Trafalgar Square opposite the National
Gallery at 2.45 p.m. on October 7th. Wreaths or
flowers may be carried.
OUR OED COMRADES.

Pte. Osborne who went out with the exchange draft
from Nelspruit is working at Chislet, and living at Bram
lmg, being lucky to have Col. Friend as his landlord.
Charles Ashby, is, I hear, in addition to other labours
running a farm at Chislet. Good luck Charlie. Plenty
of Geese for Xmas.
Ted Winn, late Per. Staff, 3rd Battalion has paid the *
Depot a visit. He is looking well but not quite the
same number of inches round the middle as in '99 He
sends salaams to all old 1st, 2nd and 3rd Battalion
Pals. He is m the Post Office at Stroud, Glos. where
his boys are also employed.
Sellars has visited the Depot. He is rather down on
his luck as he broke his arm some months ago since
when he finds it difficult to get employment. Age,
broken limb, and the " Insurance " are against him.
Hampshire also called.
on his luck.

He is another old un down

B°NG J ohnson is still on a walking tour. His itiner
ary includes the City but I have not yet seen him. He
has however arrived I hear.
Will those who have left the Colours, and have re
ceived no notification of events taking place, except
through these columns, kindly send me their addresses.
C.S.M. (Jenks) Stroud recently with the T.A. at
Eydd is now taking over the Dover Company Buffs
Percy Ralph has ceased to fly the recruiting colours
and is succeeded by R.S.M. W. Twort.
Congratulations to Miss Audr y Dixon (daughter
of Drummy Dixon our chief clerk in the Recruiting
Area) on her appointment to a school in Deal. Miss
Dixon recently passed her exams, and received the
Educational Committee's approval to her appointment
a tew weeks ago.
R.S.M. Carpenter has left th Tank and has settled
m the vicinity of Littlebourne. How that part of the
Stour valley attracts old Buffs.
" Perse " Beerling is rusticating at the back of the
Halfway House, Dover—Canterbury Road. Poultrv
for Xmas is the order of the day.

Major G. A. E. Chapman, D.S.O.
(CHAMPION ARCHER OF ENGEAND).

Born 13/8/81. 2nd Et., 3rd Bn., (Militia) 4/2/00, 2nd Et., 2nd Bn.,
4/5/01, Et., 1st Bn., May, 1905.
Retired and gazetted Capt., 3rd Bn., 25/6/10, Major, 24/12/14.

MEDAES AND DECORATIONS.

D.S.O., Queens and Kings S. African Medals, 1914.15 Star, General
Service and Victory Medals and Chev. Eegion of Honour.
ARCHERY.

Became Champion of S. Counties in Sept., 1921.
And at grand Nat. Archery Society's Meeting held at Oxford in July,
1922, won Champion of England's gold Medal, and " Spedding"
Memorial Challenge Cup for gross Score.

m
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The 1st Battalion.
fTiHE important item of news
|
this month is that the
Battalion is once again on service
in the field, this time facing the
Greek Army. Newspapers read
ages ago have given the story of
the situation in the Near East;
and when the Greek's audacious
policy of marching on Constanti
; nople became known, the Allied
I CommanderinChief
at
once
warned the Greek Army ap
proaching Chatalja Lines that any
; further movement towards Con
stantinople would be resisted by
t force of arms. Parts of the French
and British Corps of Occupation
then moved out and took up their
position along the Chatalja Lines.
Reference to a map will show that these line® stretc
across the Peninsular at the end of which stands Constan
tinople. These Lines present a wonderful system ot
defences constructed to protect Constantinople. There
is a neutral zone on the other side of the Lines, and the
Greeks were warned not to cross the frontier.
The 1st Battalion were all bustle and excitement
when orders came on Saturday, 28th J uly, to prepare or
Sen0n

Wednesday, 2nd August, Reveille sounded at
03.00 hours and at 04.30 hours the Battalion had gone,
leaving some behind to guard the Barracks, the Magazine,
and to assist in the suppression of any street fighting in
Constantinople where live possibly quite 70,000 Greeks,
all of whom hate the Turks and are themselves hated
by the Turk.
_
, ,
The Battalion entrained at Stamboul and proceeded
to Hademkeni, the railhead for Chatalja Lines.
To date there has been but one " incident when
some Greek cavalry crossed the frontier and were fired,
on by Turkish Gendarmerie who killed 3 Greeks and
wounded one.
.
. ,
At the moment of writing (7.8.22) there is quietness
everywhere, a zone quite 30 miles wide divides the Hree
from our Army, and our troops are having some wonder
ful training in the field.
APPRECIATION OF SERVICES.

Readers will possibly be interested in the following
order which has just been published:
The following Extracts from a letter addressed by the C.hiC.
Allied Forces, to the G.O.C. British Corps of Occupation, are published
for the information of All Ranks.
Q1lH
" i fully realise that the work of concentration, equipping and
fitting out the British Contingent of the Allied Force has entailed
a great deal of extra work on yourself, your Commanders, Directors,
andTitbulk of the force, having to be transferred fr?m
with guns, horses and transport, added considerably to the difficulties.
It was most unfortunate that the weather broke just at thatUme.
I should like to express my appreciation of the prompt and quiet
way in which the concentration has been carried out, and which reflects
great credit on all concerned. I should like you to let
'
The General Officer Commanding also congratulates all concerned
in the move on the prompt and efficient manner in which the concen
tration has been carried out and on the spirit of cheerfulness and mutual
confidence which has existed between all Formations, branches and
Units.

THE REST OF THE NEWS.

It is unofficially reported that as soon as the British Corps evacuates
Constaintinople—whenever that may be !—the1st Battalionis to proceed
to Malta—a really good station which has many facilities for sports and
games, and heaps of accommodation for married families.
The CommandingOfficer recently had thegreat privilege and pleasure
of a cruise in the waters of the Near East on H.M.S. Benbow. His
experiences are narrated elsewhere.
We regret to report that Major Crookenden and Mr. Pritchard are
both in Hospital. Fortunately both are on the road to recovery.

Many men have had their dose of hospital, too, lately, s^dfiy
fever being the trouble. However, it is really not very serious a trouble,
but one we must all go through in a place like this.
Major Gould has joined the band ciE those: who come under ffie
designation of "Staff" and is now at Corps H.Q. m
Q branch,
where he relieved Capt. Allen who rejomed his Company at Camp.
This Camp suddenly closed up of course and " C"
had' jSt^oXenced to fire their Musketry Course was rushed m to
Yildiz Barracks and then whisked off with the Battalion.
Caot T F. W. Allen, M.C., gave a most interesting lecture, at Corps
H.Q^ecently on " TheEast African Ounpai^i dnringffieGreat War.
It was well prepared and delivered and very keenly followed.
A Horse Show and Military Tournament was
Pasha We entered a wagon in one event, but had to bow to me Esse
Regiment. It was a good show, and very much patronized by our Al
and by Turkish officials as well.
Corns Aauatic Sports were to have been held this week and
Buffs had entered their names. However, in view of the situation, the
Sports had to be postponed.
The British Fleet (quitea " Grand " fleet) held their Annual Regatta
last wl^ We Md mtered some boat crews and were to have b«m
VT M s Benbow.
To our regret we were not able to avail
u
ourselves of the Fleet's hospitality, but had to be content with a ew
long marches near Tchatalja instead.
The 28th July found Ets. Davies, Griffith and Oliver with us once
more, they have come out by Overland Route.
Mr. Davis rejoined from the School oiB^caiion, Shorncliffe, and
MT. Griffith from M.G. Sch., Seaford, via The Depot.
Congratulations to both officers on gaining a " D."
MT Oliver had been away from us for some time. Altho'h*d^xiot
quitflook^ old self, yet he has recovered from his v^y serious illness,
and we hope he will not find the climate here too trying.
The Battalion Cricket XI. played Constantinople C.C. on the 23rd

^e»nRo^^v&^8WOTHowe^er,Wfefy was enjoyed ^ we
hope to have*
PrttChard? assistant tl^'pos^y tooour stars will
not fail to score some runs.
we were to have played the Sherwood Foresters on the 30th July,
but^he^^al situation^forbade it and we wait till the " war is over.
We humbly apologise to Dragonreaders> for ffieabs^ceof
usual
notes. Again " C'est la guerre "—but we hope next month s issue will
find some interesting" Notes from The Front.

A Cruise on H.M.S. "Benbow."
/' \N Saturday, 15th July, 1922, Lt.Colonel R.McDouall
O accompanied by his servant Pte^nn pined
H M.S. Benbow as the guest of Admiral Sir R. Webb,
KCB. K.C.M.G., for a fortnight's cruise; and the
unique'privilege of seeing the life of the Royal Navy
on board one of His Majesty's Battleships at sea asi well
as of visiting some of the most ancient places in history,
which are inaccessible to most persons, was one which
was enioved to the utmost.
...
1
.
The Admiral, a typical Naval Officer with a clean cut
face and a genial smile, had given Col. McDouall his own
cabin which is filled up with all the comforts of life
bath and lavatory alongside, electric light and fans,
plenty of chests of drawers to stow away one s things,
Anchored in the Bosphorous off Constantinople,
anchors were weighed at 11.30 a.m. and Captain Bedford
R.N. brought the Benbow out from her place amongs
a mass of foreign warships in a style that makes foreigners
rub their eyes and wonder how it is done.
^uorro
The Benbow anchored that evening off Karabega,
where one company of The Loyals is stationed. The
latter could be seen in their tents from the shore. They
are stationed there chiefly to hunt brigands and some of
them have been trained as Mounted Infantry—on mules ,
CtC
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At Karabega also are the ruins of Priapus, 40th son
of the King Priam of Troy. The ruins appear to be
the remains of an old walled village, with its back to the
sea; the materials used being red brick and stone
mixed. Our friend Priapus if we are not mistaken was
the son, too, of Venus, and was regarded by the Ancients
as the symbol of Plenty.
Sunday morning found the ship still at anchor;
and bathing off the ship's gangway in the early morning
was generally enjoyed. Later Captain Bedford invited
Colonel McDouall to inspect the ship with him—an
invitation willingly accepted.
Such a model of tidiness and cleanliness is difficult to
imagine. Nothing was seen out of place, and not a
speck of dirt allowed anywhere. The barber's shop
attracted attention. It is very wellfitted out, excellently
indeed. The men live in small messes of about six.
Each Mess selects its own food for the day. All the men
sleep in hammocks which are slung on deck during hot
weather.
Sunday afternoon found the Colonel out for a sail
in the Captain's gig and they landed at Priapus village
and bathed in most beautiful clear and warm water.
Afterwards the Captain made tea on the shore.
" Oh ! The Navy's the life for me,
When the Captain makes the tea ! "
Captain Bedford has a beautiful black retriever which
joined the bathers all of whom were obliged to beware of
scratches.
About 8 p.m. the gig sailed back towards the ship
and en route, Colonel Alexander of the Irish Guards and
Commander Dawson, R.N., fell out of the boat in their
clothes and swam the remaining quarter of a mile to the
ship. It is believed that they wished themselves
trouserless before they reached the gangway.
Monday the 17th found us anchored off Kilia Bay.
By the kindness of Colonel Hughes of the Imperial Graves
Commission, the next three days were spent visiting the
battlefields of Anzac, Suvla Bay and Helles and all the
beaches. It was noted that all British graves are being
done in white flat stone which cannot easily be moved
as the crosses might be. There is, it is understood,
another two years' work to be done. Amongst the
graves was seen that of Colonel Doughty Wylie, V.C.,
who was transport officer to the Bde. of which The Buffs
formed part at the relief of Chitral in 1895.
On the 20th J uly a party proceeded to the plains and
town—or what was the site of—Troy. The Admiral's
barge conveyed the party to Chanak, where the 1st
Loyals, under the command of Colonel Woodward,
are stationed. Ford cars were then used for the journey
to Troy which was about 20 miles away, and all were
armed to the teeth as there were brigands about—
and they are quite nasty people to encounter ! The
country traversed was quite similar to that on the N.W.
frontier of India. Two low passes were negotiated en
route. The roads were about the worst in the world
and the Ford cars veritably proved their worth for
such work.
Arrived at the ruins, Professor Calvert, a famous
Archaeologist, who lives at a farm near Chanak and
who accompanied the party, discoursed on Troy, its
history and remains, while the rest of the party lunched
under a tree, picturing the old scenes described by Homer.
Troy has been rebuilt many times, and the different
stages of archiecture—Homeric, Byzantine, Greek and
Roman—are plainly visible. Now, only the citadel
is left, of the larger city, only the ground remains, and
these excavations are proceeding still.
Later we set sail for the port of Smyrna and steamed
into that wonderful harbour at 5 o'clock in the morning.
The sea was dead calm and dark blue in that famous gulf,
and the beauty of the surrounding mountains which
infringe the coast of the gulf surpasses description.
At 9 a.m., the Benbow passed through the boom
defences, which are guarded on one side only by a few

field guns. An Italian cruiser and the British Destroyer
Sepoy were in the harbour. The latter is semicircular
and the town is built around the harbour, on the slopes,
beyond which are more hills and beyond them quite
grand mountains. In fact Smyrna provided quite the
best view from the ship that had been witnessed during
the cruise.
The next day found the Benbow steaming back through
the Narrows and the Sea of Marmora, and it was not
long ere anchors were cast in the Bosphorous off Con
stantinople.

Ten Buff Sons.

W

E are indebted to Captain J ohn Port for responding
to our appeal to be provided with the record of
the Port Family in The Buffs. Here it is, and it is one
in which the Regiment will take every bit as much pride
as do the parents of these ten Buff Sons.
CAPT. PORT'S LETTER.

Dear Sir,
.
I am sending herewith our " Soldier record.
We cannot compare with the Carter, Kesby and
Smith families as regards total of service, but from
point of numbers of a family of one generation I think
we are nearing the top.
^
tt
Our parents are justly proud of their
Soldier
family, and I think a fair number of us paid the full
penalty during the late war.
Yours faithfully,
JOHN PORT.

Capt. Retired Pay.

50, Colney Road.
Dartford.

RECORD OF SERVICES.

Name.
Capt. Q M. J. Port

Bro. of
Capt.
Port.

Regt.
'The Buffs"

R.S.M. H. W. Port
Eieut. J.

E. Port

2/Et. C. Port
Corpl. A. Port
Pte. H. R. Port
Cpl. Arthur Port
Son of
Capt.
Port.

Cpl. T. G. Port
Pte. J. H. Port
E/C. G. F. Port

R.W.K.
M.G.C.
Essex Regt.
' The Buffs'

(Serv

Medals.
Kings & Queens
S.A. ES.G.C.
Britsh War and
Victory.
Men
tioned in despatch
Kings & Queens
S.A., ES. and
G.C.
QueensS.A.,D.C.Mt
1915 Star, Brtish
War & Victory
(wounded) & In
valided.
1915 Star, British
War and Victory.
1915 Star, British
War & Victory.
Killed in France.
Died on theRaserve
1915 Star, British
War and Victory.
Killed in France.
British War and
Victory, Killed in
France.
British War and
Victory. Gassed in
France.
Now serving in
2nd Bn. The Buffs

Deep Stuff.
From Times Personal Column of 29th June.
I care not for The Dragon.—Ortach.^ ^
Apparently it was either a case of
Dragon
or
tack," and " tack " won.
And this on the 11th August
.
How goes your " scheme' for vanquishing the
" outrageous brute ? " There seem other Dragons
about so not sure of " Ortach message on June 29th
because of " Dragon" instead of
Brute.
Would
very much like list of your own dates.
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"The Buffs" (East Kent Regiment).
Formerly known as the "Holland Regiment," and later on as "Prince George of
Denmark's Regiment."
A BRIEF HISTORICAL SKETCH FROM ITS FORMATION IN 1572 FROM THE TRAINED BANDS OF THE CITY
OF LONDON, TO THE PRESENT DATE.

1857.—In August of this year the regiment was
increased to two battalions, the new one being raised
at Limerick, whence it proceeded in December to Canter
bury.
MajorGeneral B. Drummond succeeded to the
colonelcy of the regiment during this year.
1858.—In AprS, 1858, the second battalion sailed
for Malta.
18591860.—In October and. November, 1859, the
first battalion embarked at Calcutta for China, arriving
at Canton in December, where it was stationed until
the following May, when it joined the force under Sir
Hope Grant, proceeding to North China.
The expedition landed at Talien Wan Bay on 2nd
July, and reembarking on the 24th reached the Peiho
on the 30th. The Buffs took part in the action at Sinho
on the 12th August,* and the capture of the Taku Forts
on the 20th. The regiment remained until the conclus
ion of the campaign, one wing at the Taku Forts and head
quarters at Tientsin. In November it embarked for
HongKong and England, leaving HongKong in three
MANSION HOUSE,
sailing transports, the " Tasmania," " Athleta," and
12th October, 1846.
" Miles Barton " on 15th December.
SIR,
Private Moyse who was taken prisoner, being brought
I have had the honour of receiving your letter, and feel
before a Mandarin refused to kow tow and was promptly
pleasure in recognising the claim you have so properly
cut down. The incident has been immortalized by Sir
made of the ancient privilege of your Regiment, as having
F. H. Doyle in his poem " The Private of the Buffs,"
sprung from the City of London, to march through it with
which was published in our August issue.
fixed bayonets and coloursflying, and I have given directions
1861.—On the 9th February the '' Miles Barton,'' was
that your entrance at Temple Bar shall be unopposed, and
wrecked near Simon's Bay (Cape of Good Hope), but
your progress through the Cityfacilitated. It is also gratify
without
loss of life, the conduct of the officers and men
ing for me to learn from you the feelings of pride and delight
being such as to elicit the approbation of His Royal
with which your Regiment approach this ancient City,
Highness the CommanderinChief.
the place of their early formation.
The crew of the " Athleta " attempted to desert at
I have the honour to be, Sir,
Cape Town, and failing to do so, mutinied on the 10th
Your obedient Servant,
February, refusing to take the ship to sea, whereupon
JOHN JOHNSON, Mayor.
LieutenantColonel Sargent offered the Captain to find
Lieut.Colonel SIR J. DENNIS, K.C.B.
him a crew of soldiers from the Buffs. Of sixty who
(In 1862 this old custom was repeated on the 18th
volunteered twentyeight were selected. Lieutenant
October,when the Regiment was quartered at the Tower.)
Colonel Sargent led the way aloft and the ship was
1855.—The regiment remained at the Piraeus until
taken to sea and navigated by them until the 16th,
March, 1855, when it returned to Malta, embarking
when the mutineers, having come to their senses, were
in April for the Crimea, landing on 2nd May. The Buffs
permitted to return to duty.
took part in the siege of Sebastopol including the defence
On arrival in England the regiment was stationed
of the Quarries on the 7th June, the constant fighting
at Dover, moving to the Tower of London in December,
in the trenches and the unsuccessful attack on the
when it exercised its privilege of marching into the City
Redan on the 17th June. On the 8th September,
with drums beating, bayonets fixed and colours flying.
260 men of the regiment, under Major Maude, formed
1862.—During its stay at the Tower, this privilege
part of the storming party which took the Redan on
was again formally exercised on the 18th October, on its
that day, where they behaved with conspicuous
way to and from a review in Hyde Park.
gallantry. As is wellknown, the captors being un
During this year the second battalion was moved
supported, the Redan was after a desperate resistance
from Malta to Gibraltar.
again retaken by the Russians. Of the party of 240
18631864.—In
January, 1863, the first battalion
Buffs engaged, Major Maude and five other officers were
moved from the Tower to Aldershot, and in 1864 to
wounded, one mortally. Twentynine men were killed
Sheffield, whence it proceeded to the Curragh in 1865,
and 103 wounded. Major Maude and Private Connors
the second battalion in 1864 moving from Gibraltar
received the Victoria Cross for their gallant conduct on
to Barbadoes and Demerara.
this occasion.
1866.—In June, 1866, the second battalion arrived
Sebastopol was however evacuated by the Russians,
in Ireland from the West Indies, and in the autumn
and during the winter the army remained in huts in
the first battalion embarked for the East Indies.
front of the place. The colours of the Buffs were the
The 1st Battalion remained at various stations
only colours which entered the town. They are now
in Bengal until the autumn of 1875, when it took part
in the Warrior's Chapel, Canterbury Cathedral.
in the operations against the rebellious Malays in Perak
During the siege the regiment had fifteen officers
(Malay Peninsular), returning to Calcutta in 1876.
wounded, two of whom died of their wounds.
186873. 1876. The second battalion meanwhile
1856.—In May the Buffs embarked for Corfu, remain
moved from Ireland to England in 1868, returning to
ing in the Ionian Islands until November, 1856, when
Ireland in 1873.
they sailed for India arriving at Calcutta on the 29th
December, the anniversary of the battle of Punniar.
(To be concluded next month).
(Continued from last month).
IN 1815.
1815.—The Regiment was ordered to Flanders in
June of this year (1815),. and landed at Ostend in July,
too late for Waterloo, but it formed part of the army
of occupation in Paris. It remained in France until
the autumn of 1818, when it returned to England. It
proceeded to New South Wales in 1821, East Indies in
1827, where, on December 29th, 1843, it was engaged
at the battle of Punniar, distinguishing itself as usual,
capturing 15 guns and a standard, the latter of which
is still preserved by the 1st Battalion. Returning to
England in 1845, it remained at home till 1851. During
this tour of duty, while on a move from Portsmouth to
Dublin, in October, 1846, the Regiment kept up its old
and distinguished privilege of marching through the
City of London with drums beating, bayonets fixed, and
colours flying, which privilege was recognised by the
Lotd Mayor in the following flattering letter :—
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Colonels of the Buffs.
No. 15.

Lieut. General Thomas Howard,

Colonel of The Buffs, 17371749.
N the death of William Tatton in 1737, Thomas
Howard, then a brigadier was promoted colonel
of the Buffs from the twentyfourth foot. He had
already seen considerable service under the Duke of
Marlborough in Germany and the Netherlands, but he
was now destined for ashort spellof peace. The regiment
remained three years in Scotland and then drifted grad
ually south, via Berwick and Durham, to Colchester.
In 1742 the Buffs formed part of a force sent to
Flanders by George II. to make a diversion in favour
of the Austrains, and there they remained, in a state
of inactivity, until the following year when the army
was joined by King George II. and the Duke of Cumber
land ; in June 1743 they were engaged at the battle of
Dettingen, after which they crossed the Rhine and took
part, without any fighting, in several movements in
West Germany. It is interesting to remember that
it was at Dettingen that the East Surrey Regiment
earned their name of "young Buffs" and that this
was the last occasion on which a British monarch took
the field and himself decorated officers and men for
deeds of gallantry.
At the end of the year they returned to Flanders
and, with the exception of a short period in the vicinity
of Lisle, remained in quarters there until 11th May, when,
under the leadership of Lieut.Colonel George Howard
(son of the colonel of the regiment), they took part in
the battle of Fontenoy. On this occasion, without
bothering much about the progress of the troops on their
flanks, the Buffs penetrated the position and were ad
vancing in line, with drums beating to charge the enemy,
when Sir John Ligonier rode up and said, " Howard,
cease beating your drums, face your regiment to the
rightabout and retire as quickly as you can, for the
army is defeated." The Buffs thereupon formed up to
cover the retirement of the army on Aeth, which was
carried out in good order.
In November, 1745, owing to the activities of Charles
Edward, eldest son of the Pretender, the Buffs were
ordered to return to England and landed on the coast
of Northumberland; they were engaged, with other
forces, in trying to intercept the young Pretender in his
return to the north, and were shortly afterwards ordered
to march to Edinburgh.
On the 17th January, 1746, was fought the battle of
Falkirk, which was claimed by both sides as a victory;
for a long time the battle swayed backwards and for
wards and the Buffs were one of the few regiments that
stood, " firm as the rocks of their own native shore."
They were the last to leave the field, and were responsible
for converting what might have been a disaster into
what was at best only a doubtful victory.
The following extract from the " Narrative of the
Rebellion, by Michael Hughes, a volunteer from the
City of London " is worth quoting :—" In the time of the
" action one of the rebels was pursuing a soldier belong
" ing to the Old Buffs down the hill, the soldier turned
" and attempted to fire, but his piece was so wet it would
" not discharge. He then fronted the rebel and was
going to attack him with his sword; but the rogue,
" seeing the soldier's courage, turned and ran from him.
The soldier was going to pursue, but Brigadier Chol
" mondeley observing the adventure, rode after the
" rebel, and fired a pistol, which happened to miss;
" he then discharged a second which finished the rebel's
" course. Upon this he bid the soldier search the man's
"pockets, where the happy fellow found a purse of
" sixteen guineas ! "
F.W.T.
(To be continued).
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Two Generous Gifts.

ITH reference to the letter, entitled " The Buffs
and Christ's College Lodge," published on
page 300, Major Guy Lee commanding the Depot, has
now received from Sir A. E. Shipley, G.B.E., as a gift
to the Regiment, a beautiful gold beaker. This is a
replica of one that was owned by Cardinal Wolsey
and a fine example of the Goldsmith's art, at the time
of the refoundation of the College in 1505 by Lady
Margaret, mother of Henry VII. The real cup bears
the Cardinal's initials T.W.
The inscription whichSir A. Shipley has had engraved
upon the beaker is as follows
CHRIST'S COLLEGE.
CAMBRIDGE.
LEGIONI ORIENTALIS CANTII PRIMAE
FLAVAE.
DIERVM MENSIS SEXTILIS.
A. S. MCMXIV.
,
NON OBLIVISCENDARVM.
HAVD IMMEMOR.
D. D.
ARTVRVS EVERETT SHIPLEY IMP. BRITT.
EQVES AVRATVS.
CHRISTI COLLEGII APVD CANTAB RIGIENSES.
CUSTOS.
A translation of the above is:—
"Given to the East Kent Regiment—The Buffs—
by Arthur Everett Shipley, G.B.E., Master or Keeper
of Christ's College, Cambridge, not unmindful of the
never to be forgotten days of August 1914."
In an early issue of The Dragon, we hope to publish
a special article dealing with the memorable association
of the 1st Battalion and Christ's College, an association
which the generous and beautiful gift of Sir Arthur
has now perpetuated.
THE GEORGE PORTER CHALLENGE CUP.

During the Canterbury Week, Major George Porter,
late The Buffs, very kindly presented to the Depot an
exceptionally handsome Silver Challenge Cup bearing
the inscription —" Presented to the Sergeants' Mess,
Depot The Buffs, by an Old Comrade."
This has now been handed over to the Sergeants'
Mess, and is to be competed for annually by both serving
and honorary members at Billiards. It is a gift which
has been, and always will be very much appreciated.

A

Thanks very much.

GAIN we express our appreciation to those of our
readers who bring up their subscription to The
Dragon to the old 15/ rate ; and this month we express
our gratitude to the officers of the 2nd Battalion, all of
whom have so raised their subscriptions, as will be seen
from the following further list of those who have helped
us in this way, np to and including August 14th.
Lt.Colonels R. Bright, C. C. W. Lowdell, H. B.
Potter, D.S.O., and W. H. Trevor, D.S.O.
Major E. C. Norman.
Captains E. Hudson Allen, E. B. Backhouse, A.
Corney, M.B.E., C. F. Hamilton, M.C., E. W. P. Haymen,
G. R. Howe, R. Maynard, A. D. Peareth, and N. D. Rice.
Lieuts. C. H. M. Brooke, J. Cartwright, F. C. T.
Crozier, N. E. Hoare, F. C. King, C. R. B. Knight, D. S.
Lister, M.C., H. S. Knocker, C. Lloyd, G. H. Mitchell,
T. N. Penlington, W. H. Rowe, R. B. Sandilands, M.C.,
A. A. F. N. FearnsideSpeed, C. H. Stainforth, A. G. C.
Stainforth, M.C., and D. H. HamillStewart.
Messrs. C. H. Cardozo, J. V. Hutton, Gordon Lindley
and W. Oats,
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The 2nd Battalion.
(Note. We much regret the shortage of news this month
relating to the 2nd Battalion at Aden, and presumably
their copy, the supply of which has been so regular, must
have been lost in transit. Ed.)
THE CORPORALS' MESS (CRATER).

What with Spoon shoots, Pushpice, Tournaments,
N.C.O.'s classes, and the weather, we are seeing life.
On the 16th inst. we had our second Silver Spoon shoot.
Firing commenced at 05.45, everybody of course having
been " on the steady " the night before, but all the
good intentions were in vain. Everything started off
well but a strong cross wind sprang up and made firing
difficult.
Nevertheless some good scores were run up and
E/Cpl. F. Rowley won the shoot with a score of 42 out
of a possible of 55. E/Cpl. Jewell ran away with the
Wooden' un with a'' duck.'' The winnersof the previous
Spoon were Cpl. Pack with 48 out of 60 and E/Cpl.
Bish with 7 out of 60.
Several people had narrow squeaks of getting the
" lakrey."
The final of the pushpice came off after the shoot.
Pushpice in English, by the way, is shove'apenny.
It isn't usually played at Stamford Bridge but it causes
heaps of fun.
Being rather on the religious side we have a Daily
Text in the Mess. Today's was " Drink, pretty
creature, drink." Of course we all try to live up to the
text. Next week we propose to hold another Push
pice Tournament and a " Fat " turn out as well!
" The Dear Old Bean" has presented the mess
with a lovely gramaphone and records, which saves us
wearing out our throats singing " Ding Dong Bell,"
etc., and helps us pass some very musical evenings away.
The R.S.M. is taking young N.C.O.'s classes, and is
at present busy with the third course. Walk round to
the Mess any afternoon (when all good soldiers should
be asleep) and you will see piles of books, I.T.'s and
F.S.R.'s etc., and the Young N.C.O.'s writing away or
poring over " notes on the use of a rifle. But like
parades these little things are sent to try us.
Congratulations to E/Cpl. Marsh on coming out top
in the first course. His success was hardly unexpected.
C Company is now at Crater and " B " have gone to
Steamer Point on Detachment. Quite a pleasant
change for all. There were heaps of moans at first but
now everyone is settled in things are " allteke."
The Adjutant, Capt. G. R. Howe, leaves us, we hear,
this week. He will be missed by the Corporals I know,
but still we shall no doubt have as good a time under his
successor Et. Sandilands as we did under Capt. Howe.
To Capt. Howe, Good luck and au Revoir.
We have lost both of our " Organisers " Booth and
Coleman who have been promoted and who are no doubt
going great guns in the Sergeants' Mess.
We played the Band and Drums at Cricket last
Thursday morning and lost by a very few runs. It
was a very even game and a clean one—but, well, look
who we are !
J.H.W.
" FORK THE SPUD."
BY NIBS.

A Game for Bobbagees, Cook Orderlies and Messing
Corporals.
Any number of the Cookhouse Staff may play this
game. Its objects are—to pass away any spare time the
aforesaid individuals may have, and to decide how
many potatoes the Company is to have for dinner.
A Fork is placed (point upwards) at one end of the
Cookhouse and the players line up, learners 10 yards

away, and " old hands" 25 yards away. A sack
of " Murphies " is then brought up and play commences.
Each player tries to throw his potato on the fork and
each potato "forked" goes into the pot for dinner.
All those that are not "forked" are put back in the
sack for the next day. Our Messing Corporal got so hot
at this game that he has to stand 30 yds. away. If,
(as is very often the case, when the " M.C. " is on guard)
no potatoes are forked, the " spuds " are saved and
the Company is " unlucky."
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

When is the 2nd Battalion going to get enough
Dragons ?
[The answer to this is that 640 are sent out each month,
and if you want more, you only have to order them. Ed.]
Whether " Sit£asy ! " will be a permanent order
in the Army if Education continues.
What was meant by a certain " Eieut." when he
said, " These are what you call hard, soft, nails. !

Gay Paree.
(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT).

UST a line to let you know that we are not like
Leeds ; we have been flooded out, but we expect it
J
any day. Every cloud has its silver lining. The rain

comes down to our disgust, but the Exchange goes up in
our favour.
.
Although it is considered common to remain in Pans
in August, I personally like it. One does occasionally
get a chance of hearing some french spoken as all the
Americans are at Deauville. Apart from this it isn t
nearly so bad as people make out—at any rate this year.
If one feels injured one has only to think of ones friends
at expensive hotels at fashionable seaside resorts en
joying their holiday in the rain!
Besides, the Great Ones have realized how bored we
poor inhabitants of Paris are, and have arranged all
sorts of little excitements for us. Hasn't Tino said that
he is going to Constantinople for his holiday ? And
hasn't he received the reply that Mr. and Mrs. Buff,
their children, and their cousins, are occupying all the
best hotels ?
Poincare has taken a busman's holiday and gone to
bandy words with Lloyd George.
True, there have been no murders, but one must
remember that the Train Bandits did their best for us
this time last year by arranging a miniature Bisley
Meeting in the very heart of Paris between themselves
and the Police. The Police won last year. I hang
about all day waiting for the return match this year.
The Municipality have done their bit by taking up all
main roads which have not already fallen in onto the
" Metro," save those where traffic may move in one
direction only, (thanks to the Police). Thus, the nor
mally simple process of going from the Etoile to Mont
martre, via the Place de la Concorde and the Opera
by car, provides a game of skill and hazard which gives
great scope to one's natural ingenuity. Those who did
not experience enough danger in the War, and feel the
want, can play this game at night.
Paris affords a perfect playing ground for the ancient
and honourable game of " Beaver." There is no close
season. Game is most plentiful, and even the rare
Rouge Beaver (which counts five points), can be caught
unawares by the hunter drinking his " bock " in practi
cally any small cafe on the left bank of the river.
There are also any amount of harmless amusements
outside Paris,—in fact very much more harmless than
those provided within the city. Next month, I will
let you into the secrets of these.
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The Services of The Buffs.
The following, taken from an old manuscript kindly submitted to us by Colonel Kelly, is a further list of the
batcles and engagements in which The Buffs tpok part between the years 1572 and 1880.
15971708.
50 Capture of Oldenzael
13 Ensigns of foot under Colonel Horace Vere.
Oct. 21st 1597
51 Capture of Ootmarsum
do.
Oct. 23rd 1597
52 Capture of Lingen
do.
Nov. 12th 1597
53 Defence of Bonmel
English foot
1598
54 Capture of Fort St. Andre
do.
May 6th 1600
r 1600 English foot under Sir Francis Vere greatly \
55 Battle of Nieuport
1600
\ distinguish themselves
/
56 Defence of Ostend
12 Companies of English foot under Sir Francis Vere
1601 to 1604
57 Capture of Sluys
Six Ensigns of English foot
1604
58 Affair at Sluys
Sir Horace V ere's English behaved with great gallantry
1605
59 Defence of Sluys
English foot distinguished themselves
1606
60 Defence of Rhineberg
Sir Edmund Cecil's Regiment of Foot
1606
61 Siege and Capture of \
1610
English
foot
particularly
distinguished
themselves
J uliers
/
62 Defence of J uliers
6 Companies of English foot
1621
63 Defence of BergenopZoom / 7 Companies of English foot greatly distinguished \
1622
\ themselves
f
64 Capture of Steenbergen
1622
/Several companies of Sir Horace Vere's Regt. made a \
65 Defence of Heidelberg
1623
\ desperate defence
/
66 Defence of Manheim
9 Companies of English foot under. Sir Horace Vere
1623
67 Defence of Frankenthal
English under Sir J ohn Burrows
1623
68 Defence of Breda
English under Charles Morgan
1624
69 Attack on Terheyden
70 Ensigns of Foot under Sir H. Vere.
1625
70 Capture of Oldenzael
1626
71 Capture of Broeckhuise Castle
1626
72 Siege of Groll
1627
73 Siege of BoisleDuc
V ere's, Cecil's, Morgan's and Harewoods Regiment of foot
1629
74 Siege and Capture of Venloo
1632
75 Siege and Capture of \
1632
Ruremonde
J
76 Siege and Capture of
Vere's and Morgan's Regiments highly distinguished \
1632
Maestricht
themselves
/
77 Siege and Capture of
English foot
Sept. 8th 1632
Limburg.
78 Siege and Capture of
do.
1633
Rhineberg
79 Capture of Tirlemont
do.
1635
80 Siege and Capture of Schinck
do.
1637
81 Siege and Capture of Breda
Four Battalions of English under Sir Chs. Morgan highly
July to
distinguished themselves
Oct.
1637
82 Capture of Gennep
English foot
July 27th 1641
83 Capture of SasvanGhent
19 Companies of English
1644
84 Siege and Capture of Hulst
English foot
Nov. 4th 1645
85 Embarked as Marines
Engagement with Dutch
I TT N
J r,

1,
1672 and 73
Fleet May 28th, also
V Holland Regiment
several other Naval Actions J
86 Expedition to Virginia
One Company Holland Regiment
1676
87 Battle of St. Denis
18 Companies highly distinguished themselves
Aug. 14th 1678
88 Battle of Walcourt
Holland Regt. distinguished itself
Aug. 25th 1689
89 Battle of Steenkirk
Holland or Prince George of Denmark's Rgt.
July 23rd 1692
90 Battle of Eanden
July 18th 1693
Regiment distinguished itself
91 Attack on Fort Kenoque
June 9th 1695
Regiment distinguished itself
92 Siege of Namur
1695
93 Expedition against Cadiz,
capture of Towns of Port
1702
jRegiment
St. Mary'S and Rota and
Fort St. Catherine
94 Battle of Vigo Bay
Regiment
Oct. 12th 1702
Siege and Capture of Huy
do.
Aug. 25th 1703
Siege and Capture of Limburg
do.
Sept. 28th 1703
97 Battle of Schellenberg
Regiment furnished Forlorn hope and covering party and
}july
2nd 1704
highly distinguished itself
08 Battle of Blenheim
Aug. 13th 1704
Regt. highly distinguished itself
99 Forcing the French lines at
,.
. ~ , .,
July 17th 1705
Helixem and NeerHespen / Distinguished itself
100 Battle of Ramilies
Highly distinguished itself
May 23rd 1706
101 Battle of Oudenarde
Regiment led by the Duke of Argyle greatly distinguished
Vjuly
11th 1708
itself

}
}
>
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The Association of Past and Present Buffs.
The Depot Week.
HE weekend, Aug. 19th to 21st can be said to be
a redletter period in the annalsof the Association,
as surely we have never had a more interesting, enjoy
able, and encouraging gathering ; interesting, not only
on account of the many old faces that joined us and the
attractive and inspiring programme arranged, but also
owing to the excitement afforded us by the close finish
of the cricket match ; enjoyable, as the weather through
out was just what it should be, and because every
happening was such a brilliant success ; and encourag
ing, because the year has proved that the Depot Week
is now firmly and permanently established, and the
success of it this year will quickly spread amongst old
Buffs, and ensure even a greater attendance in the future
—and is not the aim and wish of everyone to see hun
dreds, if indeed not thousands of old Buffs and their
families at this annual gathering ?

T

THE SOCIAL SIDE.

Every bit as enjoyable as the cricket was the social
side, ably assisted by the Buffers Bar, the Depot Band,
and the gaily decorated ground. The Past and Present
Enclosure was packed, and here it was that all of us
enjoyed to the full the meeting of old friends. Appended
below are the names of some of those present, and the
Editor will be glad to have those of any others so that
they may be published next month. In the Officers'
enclosure, also gaily decorated, the two teams partook
of lunch ; and a word of praise must be given to every
one—and their number is Legion—who gave of their
best to make this weekend such an altogether happy one.
AMONGST THOSE PRESENT.

Brig.Gen. E. H. FinchHatton, Colonel and Mrs. A. C. Jackson,
Major Henry Featherstone, Mr. Orwin, Major and Mrs. Clarke, C.Sgt.
Kesby (dad), R.S.M. Dick Kesby, Capt. and Airs. A. Barton, Capt. W. R.
Birrell, M.C., Sgt. and Airs. Joe Green, Sgt. and Airs. Sid Sutton, R.S.M.
and Airs. Jones (Dapper), Maggie Coppings, R.S.M. Jack Bennell, R.S.M.
and Airs. J. Harris, Mr. Beerling, Lt. King, (lately appointed beer
taster at Aldershot), Messrs. Marsh, Osborne, W. G. Barlow, Sellars,
Hampshire, "Denizulu" Joe and Mrs. Enright, C.S.M. and Mrs.
Marchant, R.S.M. Cheal, Capt. E. Carter, M.C., C.M.S. and Airs. Tim
Rylott, Lt. and Airs. Rye, Mrs. Harry Grover, Jim Twort, Jack Gardiner,
Dizzy Burton, Turner, Dan Sherran, Tommy Tutt, Mrs. E. Smith
(Capt. Eric Smith had to return to duty), Bob Wittering, Tommy
Carden, Jerry Slattery, Mick Bovenzer, Messrs. Johnson and Clark,
Frost, Sharland, C.Q.M.S. G. Alarshall, C. C. Read, Ossy Templeton,
G. Le Hane, Geo. Gammon (aged 52 on day of match and kept wicket
for Past), C.S.M. Birrell, Messrs. Owell, Hirons, Dale, Steptoe, Bob
Graham, Archer, J. Ware and Capt. and Airs. Keeler, and very many
others, whose names the Editor would very much like to have.

DON'T

FORGET.

The Annual Dinner and the March to the
Cenotaph on October 7th.
Come yourself and Bring others.

SOME

OF

THE

THE CRICKET MATCH.

A wonderful match, and every bit as close a finish
as last year when the Past won by the narrow margin
of 13 runs. This year the tables were turned, and the
Present just got home on the stroke of time by 16 runs.
And what a game it was ! At one time it looked as if
the Past in spite of an excellent start fromL.T. Rye and
useful knocks by B. Collard and D. G. Liddle were
to be out for a small score, then came along a stand by
Capt. Baird, (who batted two hours on his artificial leg
for 35,) and Ossy Templeton who helping himself to
a few sixes quickly knocked up 34. And then the fight
for runs by the Present against time. Lt. Webster and
Major Howard Smith each played a sound innings
for their respective scores, and the outlook for the present
looked dull, then a few wickets and then more runs,
until the situation was a dozen to s et, two wickets in
hand, and only but a few minutes to spare. Oh yes,
the Buffs know how to arrange things for the pleasure
of their supporters and friends ! and the winning hit as
the clock chimed seven by C.S.M. Bennett was a fitting
climax to a great game which will always live in the
memory of all who were fortunate enough either to
watch or play in it. Here are the scores :—
SCORES.

Past.

L T. Rye, b Howard Smith
L Seary, c Wilkins, b Collins
Col. J. Body, c Howard Smith, b Collins
Capt. E. H. Humpherus, b Bennett...
B. Collard, b Chester
Capt. H. H. C. Baird, b Chester
D. G. Liddle, c Maillard, b Wilkins ...
Lt.Col. R. S. I. Friend, b Chester ...
Major G. A. E. Chapman, b Wilkins...
G. Gammon, c and b Wilkins...
O. Templeton, c Lee, b Collins
W. V. S. Sinclair, c Rice, b Bennett
H. Goddard, not out ...
Extras
Total

46
4

0

27

26

35
6

0
5
1
34
0
20

4

208

Present.
R. S.M. Dare, b Seary
Major L. HowardSmith, c Humpherus, b Rye
Capt. Wilkins, c Gammon, b Seary ...
Lt. Webster, c Body, b Humpherus
Major Guy Lee, st Gammon, b Humpherus
Lt. Willows, st Gammon, b Humpherus
Capt. Morgan, b Body
Lt. Chester, b Body
Capt. Rice, c Rye, b Templeton
C.S.M. Bennett, not out
Capt. Strettell, b Templeton ...
Sgt. Maillard, c Body, b Templeton
W.O. Collins, c Humpherus, b Templeton ...
lExtras
..
Total ...

OLD

BRIGADE.

34

0

52

18

4
24
18

17
31

1
1

5

18
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THE DANCE.

It was a wonderful sight that met our eyes when we
arrived at the Gym. Quite Christmasy, in fact. Holly
and evergreens everywhere ; a splendid bandstand in
the middle, and a bar for nondancers at the far end.
The Sergt.drummer and his merry men gave us
splendiduptodate tunes and we pirouetted gaily
from eight till twelve, except for a few minutes when we
were entertained to a most excellent concert in which
Pte. Woods, L/C. Collier, L/Sgt. Beasley, Sgt. Boarer,
and Miss Shrimpton took part, and at the end of which
Cheers and a Tiger were given for the dear old Regiment.
It was a splendid show at which there must have been
well over 200 present. And here again old and young
foregathered picking up the threads of the past.
Divided by fifty years in service—in many instances—
but united in the same great camaderie which has
made the Regiment what it is.
Baker and Holmes, the two Chelsea Pensioners
were present, and a special line must be given to Pank
hurst, an old Buff, who had walked all the way from
Chatham in order to be with us.
I cannot mention the old hands by name ; there
were too many; but R.S.M. Dare deserves a special
mention for his excellent work as M.C. and R.Q.M.S.
Andrews and C.Q.M.S. Ransley for their efforts as
hosts.
The Commanding Officer and all the officers of the
Depot came with their guests and most stayed until
Midnight had long passed. Then to bed, to dream of
the day's doings.
THE SERVICES.

Sunday morning was another fine day and the lawn
in front of the Officers' Mess looked particularly green
when we assembled for Church Parade. The troops
were there in force, and their wives and families and
a host of old hands ; a rousing service, a forceful address
by the Vicar of Hoath, the Rev. E. G. P. Macpherson,
(C.M.G., C.B.E., B.A.,) (late A.C.G.) His remarks on
the past and present deeds of the Regiment and their
future activities obviously pleased and impressed the
Past members, every man of whom stood wrapt, listening
attentively to every word which fell from the Speaker's
lips.
Two o'clock found the Depot on parade again and
all the" old hands " with them. Headed by the Band they
marched down to the Warriors' Chapel—the Past Mem
bers leading, headed by the Commanding Officer, and
under the command of Major Featherstone.

Names reading from left to right.
Back Row :

PAST

AN
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In the first four were our two old friends from the
Royal Hospital and we know we can speak for the
pride they and all felt at the honour of marching once
again behind a Buff band and at the head of the
battalion !
" Form twodeep." We were marching into the
stately Cathedral and soon were formed up in the entrance
to the Warriors' Chapel.
The Service, conducted in the absence of the Dean
by Canon Gardiner began. To attempt to describe it
would require the pen of a Kipling, a Galsworthy, a
Philip Gibbs.
Impressive, beautiful, soulstirring—I leave it that.
It was wonderful. I looked round me and every other
man I saw had a far away look in his eyes—Ypres,
Palestine, Paardeburg, India, Zululand, and the
March "Show," Ireland; each and every man
was in another world for many moments.
In front of me stood a general—modest and simple
in his mufti; on his left a young boy in the uniform
of the O.T.C. of a great English public school, on his
right a grizzled veteran who had probably fought in the
eighties. The past, the present, the future—the old
soldier, the strategist, the man of the coming generation
as apart as the poles in age and service, one in thought
and feeling.
The Last Post rings out. Weather beaten faces
harden under the strain of sentiment; lips are bitten to
stop unwilling tears. Our eyes wander to our women
folk. Tears come to their eyes.
The Reveille rings clear (and never have I heard
these calls delivered so well). We remember Canon
Gardiner's splendid address and his message of hope
and our eyes lighten with thoughts of the future. And
then came God save the King followed by the placing
of many beautiful wreaths at the base of the Regimental
War Memorial in the Chapel.
We file out and so through the city to the Depot,
where the " old hands " are lined up side by side with
the new recruits. The commanding officer shakes each
by the hand and they leave the parade slowly and
with mixed thoughts.
The day is over.
Such was the impression of a new Buff among the
Imen of a Regiment he has learned to love.
F.A.F.
(Continued on next page.)

PRESENT

TEAMS.

C.S.M. Fullett, G. Gammon, H. Goddard, Capt. Strettell, W. V. S. Sinclair, R.S.M. Dare, Et. Webster, B. Collard, E T. Rye,
Capt. Humpherus, Et. Cass, B.S.M. Couchman.
Centre Row : Capt. Rice, Capt. Morgan, Capt. Baird, Maj. Eee, Et. Col. Friend, Col. Body, Maj. Howard Smith, Maj. Chapman, W.O.Collins.
Front Row : Et. Chester, E Seary, Et. Willows, D. G. EilPs, Sgt. Milliard, Capt. Wilkins, C.S.M. Bennett.
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CANON GARDINER'S ADDRESS.

The address given by the Vice Dean at the service in
the Cathedral was as follows:—
" In the absence of the Dean, it is a high privilege
to be permitted, on behalf of the Chapter and all those
responsible for the safe keeping of the great Church, the
nursing mother of Christianity in Britain, to bid you
welcome. Today is a great occasion in the lives, not
only of those who have served and are still serving in
this great regiment, but for us who have not enjoyed
that honour.
350 years have rolled by since this regiment was
raised when the shadow of Spanish domination and all
the cruelty that Spanish domination involved hung
over Europe. The Armada was known to be approach
ing, the persecutions under Alva were fresh in men's
memories, and the regiment emulated—or did they
anticipate ?—Drake's gallant action in singeing the
Spaniard's beard in the Low Countries. From the
Spanish they learnt the art of war as it was then under
stood, and in learning it they laid the foundations of those
great traditions which have never been obliterated.
The centuries passed. Another shadow of universal
domination hung over Europe. King Louis XIV. of
France aspired to the hegamony of the Continent.
Under Marlborough your regiment gave proof of its
prowess. Whenever fighting had to be done the ' Buffs '
were there or thereabouts. On the colours of your
regiment are inscribed the names of the great battles of
Ramillies, Malplaquet, Blenheim, and a score of other
fights, great and small, when ' Buffs," having given a
good account of themselves, left their bones on foreign soil.
The years rolled by. Another shadow of universal
domination hung over the continent of Europe. The
ambition of the first Napoleon was unsatisfied. Almost
singlehanded Britons had to bear the brunt of resis
tance. The tireless action of Pitt organised a great
confederation, and under the Iron Duke, the " Buffs "
helped to build up that most remarkable of English
armies—those who fought in the Peninsular campaign.
They did their work. The French armies were driven
out of Spain.
A century rolled by. Another great shadow of
universal domination hung over Europe. Once more
' The Buffs' sought their full share of hard fighting.
No less than 28,000 men of all ranks enlisted, of whom
8,661 gave their lives, and I understand that detailed
figures as to the 4th and 5th ' Buffs ' are not at present
available. It may be said that over half the world He
scattered the bones of gallant soldiers who served in
your regiment.
We have met here this afternoon to commemorate
before God the great service which they and thousands
of others have rendered. They have built up a tradition
of service, of loyalty, of self devotion, of selfsacrifice,
and of discipHne, of which we are mindful today. They
have bequeathed to the Regiment of today a great
tradition, of which you are the trustees, and which you
in your turn have to hand on unimpaired to those who
shall come after. Let us thank God for His goodness
in that His divine providence has watched over this
Regiment. The souls of those who have served are in
His keeping. We pray that they may be led through
Peace to Light. It is for us to see that we are worthy
of the.traditions which we have received. We who have
not the honour of belonging to your Regiment have to
lay to heart the great lessons of patriotism and service,
so that we, together with them, may be fellowsoldiers
and fellowservants in the extension of the Kingdom
of God."
=====

Editor's Note.

It is much regretted that the later doings of the week
can cnly be very briefly referred to in this unmber. To
have given full reports would have meant our late appear
ance, a thing which, at all costs, we always do our best
to avoid.

THE CONCERT.

It was a great concert that Captain Finhey arranged
for us in the Prince of Wales Institute on the evening
of the 23rd. The Hall was packed to overflowing,
and the unanimous verdict was " quite one of the most
amusing and delightful shows ever enjoyed," thanks to
the following:—
The Band, Drummer Baker, Miss Shrimpton, Sgt.
Mortimer, Captain Morley, Mrs. Whitehead Reid, Miss
Champion, Herr Simco, A.R.C.O., and Signor Spratti,
L.I.A.R., Miss Godfrey, Boarer, Wood and Co., Colonel
Fellowes, Sgt. Beasley, and Miss Amie Godfrey whose
execution at the piano won the admiration of all.
THE ZUEU RAID.

It was a wondei fully realistic show that the trained
men and recruits under the direction of R.S.M. Dare
put up for us on the evening of the 25th. The antics of
the natives in camp, their war dance to torn torn music,
and their childishness was all depicted true to life.
And their excitement at the approach of the British
convoy over the brow of the hill, and at the capture of
Mutt and Jeff and Rebecca and her father, was all the
most excellent and cleverly arranged fooHng.
Their success however was only short lived. The
British Force brought their guns into action and we saw
their kraal set ablaze, an incident which immediately
brought our thoughts back to the peace celebrations
by the 2nd Battalion at the end of the South African
War in the Alkmaar Valley when such a calamity indeed
took place! Then came the stubborn resistance;
but ultimately hemmed in on every side, and incuilng
many casualities which provided much amusing and well
thought out side play, they were forced to surrender,
and to see their chief burnt at the stake.
Finally there came the triumphant march of the
British Force with their prisoners, and it was then that to
all who so enthusiastically took part in this extra
ordinarily well arranged show was given a burst of
prolonged applause from each of the many thousands
who were present.
The part of Dinizulu was taken by Coiporal Crawley,
and that of Rebecca by Sgt. Beasley and both deserve
the greatest credit for their respective performances.
Then a word of praise must also be given to C.S.M. O.
Mason and those who helped him to make provision for
an illuminated Dragon at the back of the stop butt.
In spite of the many handicaps encountered by them in
this difficult, and it may be added colossal task, their
illumination was a marked success.
During the evening the amount raised for the Benevo
lent Fund was £41 9s. 4d.; and when all was over there
was an adjournment to the Gymnasium where up till
midnight was enjoyed a most excellent dance.
THE CRICKET MATCHES.

The following are the results of the other cricket
matches played during the week.
The Buffs lost to the R.W. Kent Regiment by 173
runs.
The Buffs lost to the Small Arms School by 7 wickets.
The Buffs lost to the E.K. Ramblers by 120 runs.
In the above matches the following scored double
figures for the Regiment:—S. V. Coote 15, 64 and 38.
Lt. Webster 24, R.S.M. Dare 22, Captain Wilkins 17, 12
and 10, Major Lee 19, Captain Morgan 24 and 31, Lt.
Chester 40 and 13, Lt. Willows 10 and 24, W.O.I. Collins
27 not out, C.S.M. Bennett 29, R. J . Hillary 14 and 14,
Sgt. Maillard 12 and 10.
And the bowling successes were as follows
Captain Wilkins 13 wickets, Lt. Chester 16 wickets,
Pte. Parry 5 wickets, W.O.I. Collins 1 wicket, R. J. Hilary
2 wickets, C.S.M. Bennett 3 wickets and Major Howard
Smith 4 wickets.
(For Sports and Golf Results see page 313).
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The Ladies.
A Brick!
Dear Editress,
Your'e right. The Eadies' Page is dull;
and you have my sympathy. There is too
much apathy about on the part of your readers.
It is'nt that they can't write—they just won't
bother.
Tet me suggest a few ideas which I think
will help to liven the feature. Try them for
a week or two, and if the results are not worthy
of the attempt, wash out the feature—it is no
use flogging a dead horse.
Now here's an idea or two—
(1) How to keep fit: a few simple exercises
which make for a good figure and a
healthy body, which should be the aim
of every woman and is her duty to any
children she may have.
(2) Two or three simple dress hints every
month, e.g.—
(a) Retrimming hats for economy.
(b) How to turn a kinomo into a makeshift
evening gown.
(io) The making of a dainty afternoon tea
apron.
(3) Unusual recipes for everyday dishes.
(4) Hints on children's minor ills.
Their
diagnosis and cure.
That's enough to go on with, dear lady.
Do you look on them with favour ? They are
simple to write and should be of useful interest.
I could write them all myself—and I'm a mere
man and a bachelor at that? Does'nt that
make some of your women readers ashamed of
themselves ?
This is my brick—I have'nt thrown it very
hard and my suggestions are obvious.
I'll write the paragraphs for you, Madame
Editress, if you wish ; but I think they should
be done by a woman and not by
A. Buff.
Now UP To You !
So that's that! The one and only result from my
appeal of last month for more support to the Ladies page.
Just a brick thrown very hard by a mere man, and
one which includes a suggestion that we should " wash
out'' our page !
Well my readers it is now up to you, and I don't
think you will fail me. I want your copy and I want
your suggestions. I want news from the married families
abroad, and I want photographs and drawings. There
I must leave it unless it be to say that on showing this
letter to the Editor he at once said " Right you are.
Put it in big type, and see if that will bring along the
helping hand."
If every reader of The Dragon wcifd get one
other subscriber, our circulation would exceed 5000.
Will you help us in this way ?
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A HAPPY GROUP.

The accompanying delightful group depicting Mrs.
Barker with her little boy and girl reaches me from
Natal. I am very glad to have it as I am sure the
lead she has given will encourage other Buff wives
residing overseas to send their experiences accompanied
with snapshots to our Page.

A WAR BABY.

No, I am wrong I have received one other letter,
a very nice one and here it is :—
Dear Editress,
Kindly send me another copy of The Dragon for
August. I really cannot part with mine, and I want to
send one away. There are such nice bits in this month's.
My sister and I have adopted a war baby practically,
he is 3 years old now, and I keep all the Dragons. I
consider brave bits in that will one day inspire him to
deeds of Chivalry, and Honour and Patriotism, and
in this month's there are plenty, perhaps he will be a
" Buff " one day. Who knows ?
Yours sincerely,
Bay End,
EDITH F. HARRIS.
Victoria Road,
Swanage.
Can You Write ?
We are always pleased to consider articles,
humorous sketches, and drawings. No article
should exceed 600 words, and, if you love us
dearly as we hope you do, do please write on one
side of the paper only, and leave a good space
between every line.

~~J. HUNT & SONS
d r a p e r s , flben's Ibosiers
Ibouse f u r n i s h e r s
LARGE STOCKS OF
RELIABLE & HIGH
AT

CLASS GOODS
POPULAR PRICES

1—6 Mercery Lane, CANTERBURY

298

I

THE DRAGON

A Day in a T urkish Harem.

T was indeed a lucky day that I met Effendi Marush
Hassim. Hassim nearly fell off a tram in the
Grande Rue de Pera and would certainly have struck
the ground very forcibly had I not clutched him in the
nick of time and hauled him back. His thanks were
profuse as the bills which come to me from England,
and I said " Yok ! Yok ! " in my best Turkish. This
germinated a friendship which stood me in good stead
and led to the exciting experiences which are the subject
of my story. ^ Hassim also stood me a coffee and liqueur
at the Tokatlian—but that is beside the point.
One difficulty both Hassim and I expeiienced was
the common language question. He spoke quite good
French, and I—well after all, I am still in the hands of the
Baron. However, we got on fairly well together and
eventually I discovered that Mr. Hassim was a Turkish
official of some consequence on the Sultan's Staff.
Here was newsindeed. How often I have longed to have
an insight into the private life of His Sultanic Majesty ;
and here was his Private Secretary whose life I had
saved.
I pride myself that rarely does an opportunity come
my way but I seize it. To cut out the gravy and come
to the meat, in less time than it takes a Turk to carry
a grand piano up Step Street, it had been arranged that
I should visit Yildiz Kiosk—the residence of the Sultan
and his wives—on the following Sunday, and, I was
expressly invited to go in mufti.
MAKING READY.

I considered it very necessary on this special occasion
to uphold the dignity of the British Officer off duty,
.
went into the question of my personal appearance,
with the result that I borrowed a pair of d'Arcy's socks—
I had already loaned his tie—and dressed in the same
officer's Military Cross suit, I sallied forth to Yildiz
Kiosk, having made it generally known that I was going
to the Crimean Church, and was lunching out.
Effendi Has he—I mean Hassim met me at the main,
gate at about 10.30, and I was soon within the very
sacred precincts of the Sultan's grounds.
You have all noted the generally dilapidated (is
that the correct spelling ?) condition of Constantinople,
haven't you ? The once beautiful grounds of the Kiosk
are in much the same condition. I was very anxious to
know if I was going to meet the Sultan himself, and
quietly broached the subject. Alas! the Sultan was
not there that day, having gone to see his uncle, or get
his hair cut or something. Anyhow he was not there.
I suppose that was why I was invited in.
But my thoughts sped on as quickly as one sheds
Turkish Liras at the Moscovito, and Hassim raised me
to the seventh heaven when he said that he thought
there was no difficulty in the way of my going over
the quarters and grounds of the ladies of the Harem.
Lost at once was my interest in the architecture of the
many small palaces dotted in the huge grounds.
Hassim left me a moment to make enquiries about it
all, and you may imagine my thoughts while 1 Wc*?
waiting in the shade of that cypress. Well, my thoughts
were worse that that even. I almost ran to meet Hassum,
I mean Hassim, and I don't know what prevented my
kissing him—unless it was his greasy nose—when he
said we were to go at once to the ladies' quarters.
THE LADIES.

The ladies of the harem I found lived in quite a large
palace surrounded by mulberry trees and eunuchs.
On our way up a weed infested avenue, two tall black
fellows suddenly appeared in front of us to bar our
further progress; but on recognizing my Cicerone and
being told something which I guess meant " It's quite
O.K., Scott and Whaley " they salaamed, and on we went.
We entered the palace—I remember I was shivering
like a leaf—by about twenty wide steps. " Here we

were," at last, I thought, with bated breath, and as
we reached the top step, I straightened d'Arcy's tie and
bent down and pulled up d'Arcy's socks.
Then I really did hold my breath . Filthy and dirty
as were the grounds outside, and the outside of the
palace build«tig too, the inside was most sumptously
decorated and furnished. From the main hall we
entered a side room where two more black chaps had
a short conversation with Effendi; and, quicker than it
takes our allowances to reach us at the end of the month,
there appeared coffee and cigarettes. Such coffee too !
None of your afterdinner stuff that regularly calls for an
explanation from the P.M.C. Real Turkish coffee,
with real Turkish cigarettes in a real Turkish Palace and
somewhere near me—I hadn't seen any yet—real Tur
kish ladies of the Royal Harem.
POSSIBLE TO PEEP.

Presently the strain of music and soft low humming
reached our ears. That seemed to prompt Hassim for he
suggested we should go and see the ladies. I felt that it
was reaUy quite in order, and off we went through pas
sages and halls—all heavily caipeted—until we pulled
up outside a large double door. My temperature I feel
sure had risen several points, but I cooled down when
Hassim said that we could not go in. However, it was
possible to peep, and a small slide was pushed aside,
and revealed a narrow opening just sufficiently wide
enough to get a \iew of the room.
In less time than it takes a mosquito to discover my
whereabouts at night, I was at that opening and then
I saw quite a charming picture. The room was large
and much like a very large English drawing room,
except that there was the unmistakable Turkish furni
ture, And the ladies ? Have you seen pictures of
beautifi! Harem ladies? Yes? Well, they were
much more beautiful than that and I counted seventeen
of them. Seventeen! I thought—every one well
built, well developed and beautiful and all with that
black line under the eye, a beauty aid much affected by
all Turkish women.
One was playing the piano and two were singing.
Others were lounging in all sorts of attitudes. Two
were knitting—no ! not jumpers—but old Sulty's socks ! !
They were dressed in multifarious colours ; but from
what I could see there was not much more than colours.
But I found myself sorely troubled for I could not
concentrate my gaze on any one. As I looked at one
lady, a movement or ripple of laughter over there woir1d
cause me to look there and so my eyes must nearly have
left their sockets and entered that room. And I hated
the Sultan for having so many beautiful wives, while we
just the other side of the big wall, are stuck in Yildiz
Barracks single, alone, with nothing to do but to find
excuses for not playing bridge.
UTTERLY LOST.

My reveries were suddenly disturbed by the loud
clanging of a gong, and Hassim led me off the deep end
when he told me that that was the signal for the ladies to
bathe, and that, if we were quick, we could reach a point
of vantage where we should not be seen, and yet see.
Hassim caught my arm and absolutely dragged me along.
Such a piospect had never entered my head and I was
lost—utterly lost—and treaded the carpets as did Alice
in Wonderland, when she was warned for Orderly Room.
We eventually reached our spot, having passed
dozens of those appalling black fellows, and I found
myself in a tiny room with a grill—a lattice work window
through which I saw a large bath such as I imagined
existed only in the Arabian Knights' Tales. Such a
gorgeous bath; about 40 feet by 20 feet; all white
marble and a fountain playing in the middle from a sort
(Continued at foot of next page).
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Mutt adopts civvies.

A Day in a Turkish Harem—continued.
of marble rockery. A white marble walk about five
yards wide surrounded the bath and on it were enticing
divans of dark blue colour. Marble steps led into the
water at four points.
Presently we heard laughter and singing, and a door
opened and the ladies came in, romping and frisking
as though they were school girls. I really had to question
Hassim further as I saw no dressing—or undressing—
rooms ; and when Hassim told me that the very little
they had on was just slipped off at the side, I nearly
slipped off too. And it was only the fact that I would
offend Effendi by going that prompted me to stay.
ENTHRALLED.

The ladies, whose beauty again held me enthralled,
seemed to play about and frisk for a time, and, trying to
show no impatience, I asked Effendi when they were
going to undress and bathe. Effendi explained that it
would be done all together as soon as a gong sounded,
and that they would similarly all get in together on the
beat of a gong. In the midst of his explanation a gong
was loudly sounded, all the chattering ceased, all the
ladies undid something or other,—and my servant woke
me up and told me I had just ten minutes to get on to
parade.
A.A.A.

Picture Framing and Art Depot.
B. & W. FISKMOORE^
Canterbury.

Tel. 337.

Canterbury Football League.
PRESENTATION OF CUP AND MEDALS TO " THE BUFFS."

O

N 1st August, there was a crowded attendance in
the hut behind the British Legion Club in St.
Margaret's Street, Canterbury, on the occasion of a
conceit by the " Sharps and Flats " and the presenta
tion of a cup and medals to " The Buffs," the winning
team in the Canterbury and District Junior Football
League during the past season. A large number of their
regimental comrades had come to support the members
of " The Buffs " football team.
During the interval the presentation took place.
Mr. F. G. Scott, of the Referees Committee, presided,
and Mr. Bassett, who was greetad with a round of applause
read the record of " The Buffs " team as follows :—
Played 17, won 16, lost 0, drawn 1; goals for, 118;
goals against, 3.
Mr. Scott then caUed upon R.S.M. Dare to receive
the cup and his medal and presented other medals
as follow : Lieut. Chester, Sgt. Morgan, Sgt. Maillard
(secretary to the club), Lee.Cpl. Smith, Lee.Cpl.
Collier, Ptes. Parry, Flood, Shelton, Ingram, Middleton,
and Diumgold. Applause and cheers greeted each
recipient.
Sergt.Major Dare replied in a happy and racy
speech. After recounting a similar experience in South
Africa, he went on to say that " The Buffs " had done
their best to play football as it ought to be played. They
had had a wondeiful season certainly, and during that
time had met many fine men amongst the civilian
population—men it was a delight to play with. The
football field was the place where good comradeship
was bred.
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Pick of the Basket.
A LINK WITH THE PAST.

Dear Sir,
Congratulations on " get up " of your anniversary
number, and interesting information of a Corps I fore
gathered with on its voyage to China in 1860.
Yrs. etc.,
The White Cottage,
J AS. TEMPLETON.
Newport, Essex.
THANES VERY MUCH.

Dear Sir,
Enclosed please find cheque for 15/ for next year's
subscription to The Dragon—I think it is an excellent
idea to suggest that subscriptions for officers should be
once more put back to the old standard and am very
pleased to renew mine at the increased rate.
Wishing The Dragon continued health and prosperity.
Yours faithfully,
83/90 Palmerston House,
GORDON LINDLEY.
Old Broad Street,
London, E.C.2.
AN OLD PORTRAIT.

Dear Sir,
I read an account in the Times of a Special Number
of The Dragon in honour of the 350th anniversary of the
foundation of the 3rd Buffs, so enclose 1/3 to cover
postage.
My father, the late Capt. Kenneth Mackenzie, was
an officer in it at the time of my birth ; and I was born
at Limerick, 26th October, 1849, when the Buffs were
quartered there.
My friend and connection, the late General Sir Charles
Van Stranbenzie, afterwards Governor of Malta, com
manded it I believe at the time.
I have a large painting of my father in the old
fashioned uniform of 1851, and wearing a medal (a star)
and ribbon for battle of Punniar Gwalior Campaign.
The scarlet coat swallow tail, has sets of two buttons
with white sword belt, large Buff crest on gold plate on it,
and gold cord and whistle, Red silk waist sash and red
cords with large tassles carried up to a button just under
the collar left side,—handsome sleeves with four buttons
on gold braid similar to the high collar and shoulder
straps^ and big gold epaulettes, white thick gloves.
I thought this might interest you, for though The
Rosshire Buffs founded by my ancestor Lord Seaforth
is our family regiment, I have always felt I belonged to
the East Kent Regiment or 3rd Buffs which my father
joined in preference as there were so many of us in the
Seaforths in the early forties.
Yours faithfully,
Applecross,
FRANCES L. MACKENZIE.
Tettenhall Wood,
Nr. Wolverhampton.
THE BUFFS AND CHRIST'S COLLEGE LODGE.

Dear Sir,
Would you kindly forward me a copy of The Dragon.
I enclose 1/2 to include postage.
Would you also beso good as to tell me the name of the
Commanding Officer of the Buffs ? When the Sixth
Division was at Cambridge in August, 1914, our College
was honoured by the presence of the Officers at our High
Table: and we did what we could to help the men by
sending fruit, chiefly mulberries, from Milton's Mulberry
Tree, to the camp. I have always wished to com
memorate in some way the connexion of the Regiment
with the College and I am now proposing to offer a small
piece of plate, which I hope the Regiment will accept as a
record of a very fateful time.
Yours very faithfully,
A. E. SHIPLEY.
Christ's College Lodge, Cambridge.
(Reference to the above letter will be found on page 289. Ed.f

Sir,

47 YEARS AGO.

With reference to the notice in yesterday's Times
regarding The Dragon paper, I will be obliged by your
sending me a copy of the number mentioned.
When in India I attended the Ball given in the Town
Hall, Calcutta, to celebrate your Regiment's 303rd
anniversary, by the 1st Battalion, then lying in Fort
William !
Your obedient servant,
E. D. WYLIE.
The Chestnuts,
Newton Abbot.
Sir,

OLD HARROVIANS.

I notice that Captain Connellan includes Reggie
D'Aeth in his list of Harrovians, whereas he was actually
at Haileybury; curiously enough his name is omitted
from the list of Old Haileyburians on the same page of
The Dragon.
It may be of interest to have the names of Harro
vians who have joined in more recent times ; I give a few
names below and have marked with an asterisk those
who are no longer with us. They are taken from the
Harrovian War Supplement.
Colonels : G. V. Dauglish.
Majors: C. M. B. Chapman*, A. G. Hamilton,
W. R. C. Laverton, E. C. Norman.
Captains : G. B. T. Friend*, C. E. Hamilton; G. F.
Hamilton, A. G. Herbert, H. W. Jackson, H. de R.
Morgan, C. G. Openshaw, C. E. A. Terry, Sir W. A.
Waller, G. Cory Wright.
Lieutenants: R. D. Field, P. A. Flower*, C. H.
Gribble*, B. L. Q. Henriques, G. F. Hervey, C. S. Leaf,
Very truly yours,
O.H.
THE 8TH BATTALION AT LOOS.

Dear Sir,
May I be allowed to congratulate you on the ex
cellence of your 350th Anniversary Number. Very
interesting and exceedingly well edited.
At the same time I would like to point out that the
8th Battalion took rather a prominent part in the battle
of Loos, September 25th, 1915, as well as the 2nd, 6th
and 10th. I say "prominent" because they attacked
in a very gallant manner under impossible conditions
and suffered very heavily. I trust you will pardon me
pointing out the omission.
Yours faithfully,
W. D. JOHNSON,
Late Captain 8th Battn.
The Orchard,
Ketton, Nr. Stamford.
CRIMEA AND INDIAN MUTINY VETERANS' ASSOCIATION.

Dear Sir,
May I have a copy of The Dragon to keep with our
books and treasures at the Special Room set apart at
" The Red Lodge " for our Bristol Veterans.
We have only eight Members now left on the " Roll "
which has numbered over 300 during the last thirty years.
But none of " The Buffs " now left. Mr. James George
was the last of your Regiment to go aloft, about four
years ago, and I. C. Milton.
Yours faithfully,
J. FULLER EBERLE.
The Red Lodge,
Bristol.
Letters which should be kept as brief as possible
are invited for publication on this page.
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A Visit to Gailipoli.
(Continued from last month).
"YTOW, as then, the air quivered over a dry and cracking
J^l land. Summer was upon us with a blinding
heat. Fortunately we were spared that plague of
flies they endured, and that torment of thirst. No
wind blew the dust about like smoke, to fall into food
and water to be eaten and drunk at each meal. Our
thoughts turned to the blizzard of November '15 which
lost us about a tenth of our whole force, and we lapsed
into silence.
On once more, but this time down hill, to " The
Farm "—almost an impregnable position it looked—
and then over Rhodendron Spur by way of a villainous
gully where the 5th Wilst. Regiment suffered so—down
to the beach near the Fishermen's Huts.
Here, on Ocean Beach, we examined the cemeteries
of No. 2 Outpost. Whereas in most cemeteries are
little wooden crosses, these are to give way to small
granite blocks, suitably inscribed.

No. 2 Outpost Cemetery.
On Ocean Beach, we met a picnic party from the
Hospital Ship " Maine " and their ice and drinks were
very acceptable.
Here we jumped into our lorry and car and returned,
rushing by Anzac Cove over a bumpy road, and back the
way we came, taking a last glance at Imbros, 14 miles
across the sea, and eventually reaching Kilia Bay
thoroughly tired and hot and very dusty and thirsty.
We bathed, and had tea and dinner ashore in a
marquee and retired to our camp beds on board.

respects to the French Naval Commandant. Then
on to the top of the crest from which we surveyed " V "
Beach from the enemy's side. We imagained we saw
the Dubs., Munsters and Hants., landing, under that
hail of fire, from lighters and from the collier " River
Clyde,"—the worst and bloodiest of all the landings.
Then on, via Hunter Weston Hill towards the ex
tremity of the Peninsular. Away behind ns loomed
Achi Baba. Now we observed how saucerlike was this
end of the peninsular, and, wherever we went that day,
there was Achi Baba sitting over us, grim, tragic, silent—
a commanding position for which we ever strove, but
fate and circumstance denied us.
THE LANCASHIRE LANDING.

Soon we arrived at W. Beach with it famous Lancashire Landing.
The precipitous cliffs make the beach a kind of gully or ravine. Verily
Beach " W" was a death trap for the Lanes. Fus. and Worcesters,
and in the small and wellordered cemetery above the beach rest many
of those noble men who paid the great price. We spent several moments
in that cemetery and then journeyed on across country till we came
to " X " Beach.
A narrow strip of some 200 yds. of sand under a low cliff, Beach X
was perhaps an easier landing place than the other two, but it must have
been too small to serve for the quick passage ashore many men at
a time. Sometimes known as Implacable Landing, it was here that
the 2nd Royal Fusiliers with some men of the R.N.D. landed and dug
themselves in at the top (the trenches are still there) under cover of the
guns of H.M.S Implacable.
The next beach seen was Gully Beach at the entrance to the famous
gully which led inland to Krithia, and which when discovered and won
was much used for the transport of stores, sick, etc. Some of our party
travelled on to ' Y " Beach, and a few followed the winding Gully
where were to be seen old dugouts which served as H.Q., etc.
After negotiating the Gully for some distance I climbed up its steep
slope to the top and struck across country towards our front line
trenches, moving towards Achi Baba. Shrapnel bullets were lying
about almost as thick as peas. Dozens of shrapnel shell lay rusting on
the plain and everywhere trenches still remarkably intact.

THE 29TH DIVISION.
Arrived at our front line, we paused, gazing towards
Krithia, now a mass of ruins, and the dominating mound
of Achi Baba. Away in front of us stretched two to
three miles of very rough broken, sloping, ground,
gorse, and scrubcovered, now treeless, with folds and
dips in the ground everywhere. We imagined the
conditions under which the 29th Division went forward
to the attack on the 6th May, '15—wire everywhere,
shrapnel, machine guns, rifles, no cover except scraped up
earth ; yet on they had to go to gain a little more ground
vital to their very existance on the Peninsular.
We were joined by a few of our party who had pene
trated, as had done an officer and a few men in 1915, into
the village of Krithia. Through our glasses we had
observed its ruins, and lack of habitation and such was
confirmed by those who had just returned.
(Continued on next page).

U

ON TO HELLES.

Next morning after an early dip, we set off in our
ship towards Helles. Soon Achi Baba was in sight and
the opportunity of a photograph was not overlooked.
We passed Morto Bay with " S " Beach, where the
S.W.B's landed, and, rounding SeddelBahr point,
steamed in towards " V " Beach. Now we were ap
proaching the ground, hallowed every inch of it, and
dear to the memory of the Empire in general and of that
glorious 29th Division in particular.
" V " Beach, a small .semicircular sandy Bay is
about 300 yards across. The ground rises steeply round
the halfcircle of the bay' exactly as seats rise in an
ampintheatre—a perfect site for defence, especially
with two months for preparation ! We tied up alongside
an old French warship sunk to act as breakwater and were
soon ashore in our small boats. There close to us was the
small sandy scarp that afforded the first though very
scant protection. Here the spot where the " River
Clyde '' was run ashore. There the French WarMemorial
recently unveiled, after an examination of which we
entered the ruined fort of SeddelBahr and paid our

" X " Beach, Helles.
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A Visit to Gailipoli—continued.

St. Gsorge's Gate.
(from a correspcndent).
N regard to the most interesting article in your
anniversary number entitled " the Buffs and
East Kent," and the delightful coloured supplement
which accompanied it, the following few lines relating
to St. George's Gate taken from "Rambles round old
Canterbury " by Cross and Hall, will, no doubt, be of
interest, and cause some amusement amongst your
readers.
" St. George's Gate, Newingate, or Newgate was
standing until 1801, when the city authorities most
needlessly went to great expense to destroy what they
ought to have been proud to preserve. The date of its
erection is not known, but it bore a marked resemblance
to Westgate, like which it had round towers, a portcullis,
and machicolated apertures above the drawbridgeport.
It was probably erected about 1470, at which date a
certain Wm. Bigg bequeathed ten pounds to " the making
and performing of St. George's Gate." There had been
a gate at that place before the end of the twelfth century,
however, for Newingate is named in a Bull of Alexander
III., to the monks of Christ Church. We have heard
from an old citizen a curious story in explanation of the
destruction of St. George's Gate. It seems that it was
customary for the Commandant of the Garrison to place
sentries at this gate, and frequent complaints had been
made of the rudeness of the men, especially to ladies
passing through the gate. The Mayor waited on the
Commandant and asked him to take away the sentries.
He replied that he could not remove them. " Then,"
said the Mayor, " we can remove the gate." Forthwith
a Burghmote was called, and the order was given for the
removal of the old structure. Such is the tale as we
heard it, some years ago, from one who was old enough
to have remembered the act of Vandalism."

I

" W " Beach.

The Lancashire Landing.

THE RETURN J OURNEY.
Our journey back took us along our front line but after a few hun
dred yards we struck a road which skirted Morto Bay. This part of
the line in'15 was taken over by the French and we spent a few moments
at a large French cemetery not far from Observation Hill. Eventually
we reached " V " Beach about 2 p.m. and after a bathe and some lunch,
nearly the whole ship's company slept till teatime.
After tea we sailed away heading towards Constantinople taking
a long last glance at " V " Beach, and at the cemeteries where lay
our brothers whose blood had won the landings. We felt, as must have,
too, these who evacuated the Peninsula, that those crosses, were living
men who cast a long glance at us, and sighed, yet rested there, happy in
their resting place and conscious of their noble and supreme sacrifice.
How men lived at all to effect a landing ; how they existed at all on
the Peninsula when they got there; what a triumph of human effort
achieving the almost impossible, ; how cruel that the campaign failed
from something which had nothing to do with arms nor with men who
bore them ; such were the questions we asked each other as we steamed
awav, losing, through darkness, those hills and the grounds CDmmanded
by them which were the scenes of some of the noblest heroism ' which
ever went far to atone for the infamy of war.'
G.W.P.K.

A

Kent War Memorial.

N impressive and well attended commemoration
service conducted by the Dean, was held at the
Kent War Memorial in The Precincts of Canterbury
Cathedral on Saturday, August 5th. Since the similar
service last year the Memorial has been visited by many
thousands of Kentish folk who lost relatives in the War,
and on all sides nothing but approval has been expressed,
both in regard to the worthiness of the Memorial and the
peculiar appropriateness of its setting amid such hallowed
and beautiful surroundings. Trees have been planted
and other improvements have been carried out in recent
months, whilst the restoration of the bastion on the City
side of the site, so as to provide a place of sanctuary for
those visiting the Memorial, has been very keenly
appreciated.
T wo companies of " The Buffs " were stationed to the
right of the Memorial, under Captain Strettell and Lieut.
Hendin, and the hymns were accompanied by the
Band of "The Buffs " Depot, under the direction of
Sgt.Drummer Clayton.
The Dean read the following prayer of commemora
tion : Let us remember with thanksgiving, and with
all honour before God and men, the officers, warrant
officers, noncommissioned officers and men of Kent who
gave ^ their lives for King and Country in the Great
War." After special supplications " for those made
desolate and brokenhearted," " for those who remain in
the safety of our homes," and " for the British Empire,"
the hymn " O God our help in ages past " was sung with
wholehearted fervour.
The Blessing was given with much impressiveness
by Dean Wace standing immediately beneath the Memor
ial, and the Last Past—with stirring, reverberating
notes—was sounded by buglers of " The Buffs." The
simple yet solemn service concluded with the first verse
of the National Anthem.

T

Six Grand Old Soldiers.

HE following is a letter received by Major Guy
Lee.
Dear Sir,
I read with the very greatest interest that " The
Buffs " are having a very grand celebration shortty, and
I wondered if it were possible to remember in some small
way the six grand old women soldiers of this splendid
Regiment who are residents at The Royal Cambridge
Home for Soldiers' Widows, at KingstononThames ?
The eldest of them is Mrs. Borland in her 82nd year
who was born in the Regiment. My own dear Mother,
also born in the Regiment, is 75 (Mrs. Charman).
Then there is Mrs. MacDonald, Mrs. Gibson and Mrs.
Meek, the lastnamed is at present on holiday in the
neighbourhood of the Depot. General Thorne, a Buff
officer, in the past endowed several apartments in the
Royal Cambridge Home.
I am sure if in some little way these Old Buffs could
participate in your joyous time they would be delighted.
I was born in the Regiment in 1871 and have the
honour to subscribe myself a Daughter of the Regiment.
Every good wish to the Regiment from which I am
proud indeed to have sprung.
Faithfully yours,
(Mrs.) MARY L. STRANKS.
Now as soon as the letter was received Major Lee
at once sent an invitation to the Depot Week, but
alas, they were unable to come, and we have perforce
to he content to honour them not in person as all had
hoped, but only through the pages of The Dragon.
WANTED—The names and addresses of all old
Buffs to enable us to send them a Dragon.

THE DRAGON

303

"Beneath Bell Harry."

Brilliant
liant Success of The Canterbury Cricket Week.
UR whole attention
Colonel Lord and Lady Harris ; Colonel H. Findlay ; Colonel and
Mrs. A. C. Jackson ; Cclcnel atid Mrs. John Body ; Eieut.Colonel
O' up to the time of and
Mrs. Lionel Knight and two sons ; Lieut.Colonel Viscount Goschen,
writing has naturally
Licut.Colonel and Mrs. Eradley Dyne ; Lieut.Colonel and Mis. R. S. I.
been centred on the
Friend; Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. W. H. Trevor ; Lieut.Colonel and
Mrs. H. B. Potter ; Lieut.Colonel G. B. De M. Mairis ; Lieut.Colonel
Canterbury Cricket
M a'nv aiingDunstan.
Week, the occasion in
Major and Mrs. M. Beevcr Major and Mrs. George Cbanman
the year when we are
and M'cs Chapman ; Major A. E Colley; Major, Mrs. and the Misses
Da mpierPalmer; Major, Mrs. and Miss Foster; Major and Mrs.
able to repay in a small
Henry Hardy; Major H. James; Major G. Kingsford; Major Guy
way the kind hospitality
Lee and Miss Lee ; Major and Mrs. R. G. A. Marriott; Major and Mis.
shewn to us by our
G. A. Meakin ; Major A. H., Mrs. and Miss TyldenPatterson ; Major
friends during the year.
G. L. Porter; Major and Mrs. Howard Smith ; Major F. W. Tombn
scn ; Major W. Tufnell; Major E. B. Burns ; Major Th Hon. P. G.
Few people realise,
Scarlett.
I think, how much
Cautain and Mrs. H. H. C. Baird ; Captain H. C. C. Morley ; Cap
organisation is necessary
'n W. H. Nicholas ; Captain A. G. Peare h ; Captain R. H. Pinhev ;
Captain N. D. Rice; Captain E. F. D. St ret o1l; Captain and M rs.
and how much depends
W. G. Stone; Captain and Mrs. A. E Llovd Hardcastle; Captain
on every Officer,Warrant
E. H. Parker ; Captain Enrght; Captain Barton; Captain Smith;
Officer, NonCom
Csotain J. Hitchcock; Captain Orwin; Captain Leonard; Captain
missioned Officer and
Jackson; Capiain Birch; Captain and Mrs. Joe Gay ; Captain and Mrs.
Keeler.
man doing his bit.
Lieut. N. G. Wale ; Lieut. J. Chester; Lieut. W. G. Cass ; Lieut.
The success of the
J. V. Dockray; Lieut. N. E. Hoare; Lieut. D. W. Hendin ; Lieut.
past week was un
C. R. H. Knight; Lieut. J. R. Willows; Lieut. R. W. M. Webster;
doubtedly due to this
Lieut. G. W. Stevens; Lieut. G. D. Bacon; Lieut. J. Sherwcad;
may be of interest to
Lieut. D. V. Coote.
publish the names of a few who helped in the various
Mis. Backhouse, Mrs. Ravenbill, Mrs. and Miss Hulke, Mrs. and Miss
departments.
Rome? Mrs. Goff\ Mrs. and Miss Maoleton Chapman, Mr. and Mrs.
THE MESS.

R. W. M. Webster, Lieut. D. Henden, M.C., Corporal
Driscoll, L/C. Finn, Pte. Mills (Cook), Ptes. Jenden and
Hudson (Waiters), Pte. Hale (Assistant Cook).
Sgt. Smith, L/C. Coe, Ptes. Skeer, Vetich, Beauchamp,
Hogben, Sandwell, Murphy (Peimanent Mess Fatigue),
Ptes. Bone, Beal, Boxall, Greenland, Keats, Knight,
Turner (Officer's Servants).
THE TENT.

C.S.M. Love, Sgt. Goodwin, Sgt. Potter.
THE DANCE.

Captain H. C. C. Morley, Lieut. J. R. Willows, S.S.M.
Adams, C.S.M. Mason, all the Officers and the permanent
fatigue party
L/Sgt. Osborne, D/Sgt. Beasley, Mrs. Osborne,
Mrs. Beasley, Mrs. Driscoll, Sgt. Goodwin, C.S.M. I.M.
McWalter, D.C.M., M.M., C.Q.M.S. Jones and the Police
party under L/C. Kirk.
In addition Major and Q.M. Foster and R.S.M. Dare
gave invaluable help, the one in getting hold of material,
and the other in getting hold ol men. Space will not
admit of printing the names of each man who gave a
hand, but C.S.M. Adam's party who helped so willingly
in decorating the gymnasium and the washers up in the
tea tent, deserve special fhention.
The following figures will give some idea of the
extent of hospitality offered in the Officers' Mess : the
following numbers sat down to lunch on Saturday,
14; Sunday., 11; Monday, 34; Tuesday, 34; Wed
nesday, 30; Thursday, 49; Friday, 34, whilst the
number of Teas served during the week in the enclosure
ran into many thousands.
At the dance well over 200 people sat down to supper,
It may be of interest to note here that Pte. Mills, the
Officers' Mess Cook, prepared the whole of the food for
this supper in addition to the daily lunches and ordinary
meals in the Mess.
It is a marvel to me how he managed to cook so much
food in our small mess kitchen.
The Tent was crowded every day and was obviously
a popular meeting place, and amongst those seen in the
tent and on the ground were the following :—
THOSE PRESENT.
MajorGeneral Sir Arthur EyndenBeJl; Lady and Miss Eynden
Bell; BrigadierGeneral R. A. Hickson ; BrigadierGeneral, Mrs. and
Miss FinchHatton.

/lex Bavd Mrs. and Mkss Tomhnson Mrs. Hirst, Miss Davidson, Mrs.
Webster, Lieut.Cclcnel and Mrs. Strettell, Mr. and Mis. R. G. Wood.
Messrs. E. A. Wynn (late Permanent Staff of the Depot) ; Jack
Bennell; Toff Wall; Ml icky Barton ; Elvey ; Bob Witt°ilng ; Percy
Dunk; Grubb Lambert; Digger Stanley"; Kirk, (late servant to
General Finch Hal on); Nschie Field ; Freddy F°rl; Ginger Barke ;
Dick Steptoe ; Darkey Howe ; Percy Ralph, Charlie Kitnbet; and
Maggie Coppin.

The arrangement^ for the tea went very well in spite
of the large numbers. This year we broke away from the
tradition of getting cakes from London and obtained our
cakes from " The Quaint Cafe " in Canterbury. There
is no doubt that the cakes and tea were excellent and
that the new arrangement is a great success. We were
very pleased to get a nice congratulatory note from
General Sir Lynden Bell, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., on behalf
of the old Buffs and from Mr. H. W. Troughton on
behalf of the Kent XI.
Last, but not least, special praise is due to Sergeant
Drummer G. Clayton on the excellent performance of
the band who played daily at lunch and on the Cricket
Ground. The Daily Mail and The Sportsman amongst
other papers paid special tribute to their performance
on the ground.
The Dance was held in the Garrison Gymnasium
which was completely transformed for the occasion.
Two marquees were pitched in the entrance between the
gymnasium and the Garrison School. Carpets were laid
down and comfortable arm chairs and tables set round.
The walls of the gymn. were covered in white and purple
drapery. Round the rafters and at intervals along the
wall were festoons of live green leaves, a trellis work of
green leaves divided the supper room from the ball room
and through the trellis could be seen the long polished
tables laden with silver and good food. An artistic
bank of flowers formed a ling round the orchestra who
came from Canterbury and played excellent music
throughout the evening.
A clever arrangement of boxes well camouflaged
made a staircase up to the balcony, which made an
excellent place for sitting out. The floor worked up very
well and we heard no complaints of tired feet the next day.
Last but not least, there was sufficient men to provide
partners for all. We were glad to see a large attendance
of Old Stagers who came up after their performance
at the theatre and in whose honour the dance was given.
In fact the dance went off without a hitch, and, if
we are to judge by the nice things said afterwards, it was
a great success.
(Continued cn next page).
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Beneath Bell Harry—continued.
Our energies were not entirely confined to Regimental
entertainments for many of us helped to entertain in
The Theatre Royal. " The Old Stagers put on (Olivia)
on Monday and Tuesday and were ably helped by Major
and Mrs. Howard Smith, Mrs. H. H. C. Baird, Major
Tomlinson and Captain A. Peareth, who formed part of
the band of villagers and sang a chorus of welcome to
the Old Vicar.
In the epilogue Captain E Strettell came on as a
very fearsome second to " Georges Charcutier " one of
the French delegates and Captain Baird carried one of
the Banners of the I. Zingari in the finale of the epilogue.
After the epilogue some of the officers supped with The
Old Stagers at their kind invitation. We were very glad
to be able to put up many past and present Officers
at the mess during the week. The following stayed in
the mess all or part of the time :—MajorGeneral Sir A.
Lynden Bell, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., Captain A. S. Peareth,
Captain Rice, Lieut. D. V. Dockray, Lieut. Hoare,
Lieut. Henden, M.C., Lieut. Knight.
CRICKET.

The past month's cricket has been as enjoyable
as it has been exciting, the Wye College and the St.
Lawrence matches being particularly good.
W.O. Collins and Cpl. Hamer have both been awarded
their Depot Cricket Caps, the former for his excellent
bowling and the latter for his useful batting. Con
gratulations to them both from the Cricket world of the
Depot.
Results.
v. 10th Royal Hussars, at Depot, 22/7/22.
Depot lost by 88. Scores 151 to 63.

v. Wye College, at Wye, 24/7/22.
Depot lost by 32 runs. Scores 81 to 113.
Bowling : Lt. Chester 4 for 33, Pte. Parry 4 for 53.

v. XYZ. C.C., at Depot, 26/7/22.
Depot lost by 76 runs. Scores 163 to 87.
Top scores, Major Lee 44.

v. 10th Royal Hussars, at Depot, 28/7/22.
Depot won by 67. Scores 110 to 43.
Top Scores, Cpl. Hamer 27, C.S.M. Bennett 33.
Bowling, Lt. Chester 6 for 25, C.S.M. Bennett 3 for 18.

v. East Kent Hunt, at Depot, 2/8/22.
Drawn match. Scores 304. E.K. Hunt declared for 8.
Depot 177 for 8.
Top Scores, Cpl. Hamer 34, Lt. Webster 34, Lt. Chester 29.

v. St. Lawrence Thursday XI., at Dspot, 3/8/22.
Drawn match. Scores Depot 149. St. Lawrence 136 for 8 wickets.
Top Scores, Cpl. Hamer 39, Lt. Martin 53, Lt. Willows 22.
Bowling, W.O. Collins 4 for 47. Pte. Parry 3 for 44.

v. Ash C.C. at Ash, 12/8/22.
Depot lost. Scores 68 to 43.
Top Scores, Lt. Webster, 18 not out.
Bowling, W.O. Collins 7 for 42.

THE SERGEANTS' MESS.
We find little to talk about this month. There has been plenty
transpiring one way and another, but nothing that pertains in particular
to doings in the Mess. We might write at length perhaps about the
Depot Cricket happenings and of our own particular Shining Lights, but
all such matters are recorded in full elsewhere in this number.
We are looking forward to the Depot Cricket Week, when many of
the old hands are expected. What a delight it is to witness some
Very Old soldier roll up to the Mess and come across another less old
soldier who may be still serving and on the point of going away to
Pension ! That glorious cheerful smile that breaks across their faces !
The old exclamation " Well I never" (some of them say " Well I'm—
— " ), and a good old grip of the hand, ending with the usual (of course)
" What's Yours !" We witnessed it only the other day when Francis
Freeman, the dear old Pensioner, who is still with us as a civilian sub
ordinate in the orderly room, accosted an equally old hand in the Mess
who was paying us a visit. It was a veritable treat to watch how
heartily dear old Francis toasted his friend's health in a pint of Ginger
Beer. But more of these old acquaintances next month.

The Shooting Trophies for June and July were carried off as follows:
June Silver Spoon
W.O. Inst. Ed. Collins.
Wooden Spoon.
C.S.M. Couchman.
July Silvfer Spoon.
C.S.M. I. M. MacWalter, D.C.M.,

M.M.

Wooden Spoon.
C.S.M. Adams.
Which one of that pair of old stagers,
(Or in other words two sergeant majors,
Who both missed with a round.)
: hat all his the mark found
Is prepared to throughout countless wages ?
We wonder !
Sergeant Mockey Boarer is on the point of . going away to Pension,
and we wish him every success in his future civil career. We shall miss
his " Sousa " when the Winter Concerts come along again.
Another who is shortly leaving us on account of the Axe is
Sergeant Maillard, the Orderly Room Sergeant of the Depot. A capable
man, indeed, and a magnificent all round Sportsman. Up to the present
he has met with no success in procuring civil employment, and we all
earnestly hope that if any deader of these Notes should know of any
vacancy anywhere, or any contemplated vacancy, that he will put in a
word for a man who will never betray a tru§t or a confidence placed
in him. The writer of these Notes has had the pleasure of knowing
him intimately for the past three years, and he can consciensiously
say that he has never yet come across a man who for sweetness of
disposition and a marked sense of " Acting the Man " in everything he
undertook could surpass his old friend " Mailey." The very, very best
of Luck to you old boy !

MARRIED FAMILIES OUTING.
The Commanding Officer, (Major Guy Lee, D.S.O., etc.), most
kindly arranged an outing for the married families of The Depot to Deal,
on 16th August.
The party numbering some 130 W.O.'s, N.C.O.'s and men, their
wives and families proceeded from Canterbury West by the 8.57 train
arriving at Deal about 10 a.m., where they scattered themselves in
groups along the beach.
The weather was ideal for a day at the seaside, and many enjoyed
a row or sail.
During the afternoon our Band, who had an engagement there for
the week, played to a large gathering of visitors.
About 4 p.m. the 1st party adjourned to Mr. Tapping's Tea Rooms,
where a very nice tea had been provided. The 2nd party had tea at
5 p.m. which I think was enjoyed by everyone.
The return journey was made by the 7.5 train reaching home about
8 o'clock tired but happy.
Thus ended a most enjoyable day for everyone, but especially the
children.
We all owe our thanks to the C.O. for arranging it all.
A little bird whispered we are to have another outing this year.
Lets hope its Deal again.

OUTING TO MARGATE.
An outing having been arranged by the Commanding Officer for the
unmarried at the Depot, 193 recruits and trained men, shepherded
by the R.S.M., departed from Canterbury by the 8.57 a.m. train for
Margate, where a most enjoyable day was spent by all. Dreamland
entertained most of them and the theatres had a good share. At one
of them a programme sella: of the feminine sex appeared to be deeply
interested in at least one Buff, and he in her, more or less. His name
doesn't matter, but it was not Smith, nor Brown nor Robinson, He
was, however, far from being alone, for most of the recruits contrived
during the day to meet one of the fair sex who would take pity on his
loneliness.
The party arrived back at 7.5 p.m. tired, happy and
broke !

The Lure of The Deep Blue Sea.
RINGERS have sung with a tuneful lyre,
Of the lure of the deep blue Sea ;
The glinting light of the silv'ry moon
A gleam on its billows free.
Of myriad stars aflame in the sky
Like jewels of heavenly sheen ;
The golden light of the setting sun
Gilding its emerald green.
The sough of the wind through lofty shrouds,
('Tis music to Mariners bold).
Of chanties weird sung by phanfrm crews ;
Lone islands and buccaneers gold.
Of heaving billows and heaving ships,
The heave on the anchor chain—
Till nothing's leftfor a singer like me,
But the heave of the diaphram !
H.
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Military Tailors and Outfitters
Regimental Tailors by appointment to
The Buffs
The East Yorkshire Regiment
The Royal Scots Fusiliers
The Royal Welch Fusiliers
The South Wales Borderers
The Scottish Rifles
The East Surrey Regiment
The Duke of Wellington's Regiment
The Border Regiment
The Royal Sussex Regiment

The Hampshire Regiment
The Dorset Regiment
The South Lancashire Regiment
The Welch Regiment
The Essex Regiment
The Sherwood Foresters
The Loyal Regiment (North
Lancashire)
The Royal Berkshire Regiment

The King's Own Yorks. Light Infantry
The Middlesex Regiment
The Manchester Regiment
York & Lancaster Regiment
The Durham Light Infantry
Royal Ulster Rifles
The Royal Munster Fusiliers
The Royal Dublin Fusiliers
The London Rifle Brigade

LONDON: 4 NEW BURLINGTON STREET, REGENT STREET, W. 1
WOOLWICH: 5 FRANCES STREET
ALDERSHOT:
CAMBERLEY: 68 & 68A HIGH STREET

29 HIGH STREET

Telephones: 2346 Regent, London; 300 Woolwich; 296 Aldershot; 359 Camberley
Telegrams: "Afflighty, London"; " Flight, Aldershot"; " Flight, Camberley "

"Quorn Toothpicks" Cigars
( Registered)

A mild cigar with character. Length 6 ins.

To be obtained only from

%}. H. G. HAMILTON
Wine Merchant
CANTERBURY
TELEPHONE 148 CANTERBURY

Phone :—81, Canterbury.

GEORGE BROWNING

Telephone 95.

A. GARDINER
(Late H. Funnell)

FAMILY AND MILITARY
4>
BUTCHER
4>

38 High Street,
SANDGATE
Best Home-killed English Beef
and Mutton

BUILDER & CONTRACTOR
ST. GEORGE'S

PLACE

Pickled Tongues.

Corned Beef.

OFFICERS' & SERGEANTS' MESSES

CANTEBBTJE,T

SUPPLIED
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BHICAJEE

COWASJEE,

STEAMER POINT and CAMP, ADEN.
ESTABLISHED 1871.

Telegrams:

MILITARY

BHICAJEE,

ADEN.

CONTRACTOR.

The Management of Regimental Canteens and Coffee Shops a speciality.

PROVISIONS

AND

OILMAN

STORES.

Stockist of Wines, Spirits, Ale & Stout of reputed brands.
Sole Agent: Geo. Younger's "Revolver" Bulk Beer.
Perfumery & Patent Medicines.
Aerated Waters Manufacturer.
FURNITURE ON HIRE AT MODERATE CHARGES.
THE

Celebrated
" ARMY ALE."

ISOLDIER'S
BEER.

The favourite beer throughout all parts of the Indian Empire.
w

0)

Supplied to the 2nd Battalion THE BUFFS at ADEN by Pallonjee,
Dinshaw & Co., Camp and Steamer Point.
Supplied to the Sergeant's Mess, 1st Battalion THE BUFFS, at
CONSTANTINOPLE by the N.A.A.F.I.
::
::
::
::
::

Wm. McEwan & Co., Ltd., Brewers, Edinburgh.

HOLMES

J. GIBLETT JACKMAN

7 MERCERY LANE, CANTERBURY

TAILOR & OUTFITTER

HIGH-CLASS GROCERIES, PROVISIONS

Sole Agent for
JAEGER PURE WOOL CLOTHING,
AERTEX CELLULAR CLOTHING,
AQUAOUTUM COATS

Charles E. Burgess, Proprietor

FRENCH and ITALIAN GOODS
Collector and distributor of all the latest and newest
produce brought on to the European Markets at
LONDON STORE PRICES

FAMILIES WAITED ON — MESS SUPPLIERS

Ladies' and Gentlemen's

6 PARADE,

CANTERBURY
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The Fourth Battalion.

THE WEAED COMPANY (C).

^ITHB Territorial Divisional Rifle Meeting was held at
X Hythe, on the 5th August. The Battalion was
unfortunately unable to compete, but it is hoped that
next year we shall be able to provide a team for this
event.

There is realty practically nothing to record this month. At this
time of year those of us who are engaged in work on the land—and
in these are included the great majority of the Company—are fully
occupied and have not much time to spare for other things.
By the time these notes appear the Musketry will have been comple
ted. At the moment of writing there are only a few who, for one
cause or another, have been unable to fire previously.
Drummer Barden heads the list to date with the fine score of 105
out of a possible 115 with C.Q.M.S. Cooper second, with 100. It is
hoped to publish the leading scares in next month's number of The
Dragon.

Bndeavours are being made to form a football team
to compete in the Divisional Association Football
Competition next season.
The dates of semifinals and final are :—
Semifinals on December 9th :—
Winner of Kent Group v. Winner of Sussex Group.
Winner of Middlesex Group v. Winner of Surrey Group
The final is to be played on December 30th, and the
Competition must be completed by November 20th.
WEEE DONE.

D COMPANY.

The following is the letter received by Sgt.Major
Stroud on his departure from the 4th Batta.ion :—
Dear Sgt.Major Stroud,
Before you leave us, I would like to write and thank
you very much indeed (not only on behalf of myself
but also on behalf of the Company) for all the good work
you have put in for us during your stay in Canterbury.
You came to us at a difficult time when things were not
going as smoothly as they might, but by your tact,
good fellowship and unswerving energy you leave us the
happiest, and I might say the most efficient Company
in the Battalion.
We all appreciate what you have done for us, we shall
all miss you, and we all wish you the best of luck in the
future.
Yours truly,
J. H. AEEEN,
Major
Commanding B Coy. 4/Buffs.

Names reading from Left to Right.
Capt. H. E. Smith,
Sgt F. Donnegan,

S.M. Stroud has arrived to take over the duties of Instructor to
" D" Company and it is hoped that he will be heard of in connection
with the social Programme, which is being arranged for the coming
winter.
Another very welcome asset is a fine large size Billiard table for the
use of which all past, present and future Champions will be welcome.
The Machine Gunners have been adding to their list of honours,
and have defeated the Eondon Territorials in a most decisive manner,
causing the latter to retire, in the midst of a very interesting competition.
Since this victory, the size of Cpl. Bunny Martin's chest has increased
by at least 2 inches.
At present firing is in full swing and some very good scores are being
registered, although the remarks about the markers are not very com
plimentary at times.
S.M. Barron has gone on a holiday to the Swiss Mountains and is
probably finding a vast difference between the Alps and his favourite
place for operations—i.e., Plum Pudding Hill, Dover. He will probably
get back in time to see his Company win the Emden Trophy, for which
we hope to fire against the R.E.'s and R.G.A. (T) this month.

The Editor, The Dragon, will be glad to
receive regular news from all detachments of
the 4th Buffs, and those willing to act as
correspondents to the paper in Canterbury,
Margate, Heme Bay, etc., are invited to Com
municate with him.

4th Battn. Colour Party.
Et. Sherwood,
King's Colour)

Sgt. H. Woods,

Et. Bacon, M.C,
'Regt. Colour)

E/Sgt. Maskeh,

Capt. Dean, V.C.
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Enquiry Bureau.
" STEADY THE BUFFS."

We are indebted to Major C. C. Cobble for the follow
ing further solution as to the origin of the saying " Steady
The Buffs."
" I believe Sir James Dennis was the originator of
the above.
My father, who served in the Regiment under him,
always said so, and, as a boy, I have heard my god
father (General Sir Charles van Straubenzee—an old
Buff) and my father discuss Sir J ames and refer to his
habit of saying Steady The Buffs.
In those days Brigade Parades (Drill) were very
frequent and directly any command was given by the
Brigadier, Sir J ames at once said " Steady The Buffs 
probably an unconscious habit whilst he was thinking
how to manoeuvre his battalion into position.
This became a joke in every station they were in
and a matter of chaff by other regiments; as it would
do nowadays; and became a catchword."
It is easy to see how this catchword, from its nature,
lends itself to general use."
THE LOST TRAIE.

As the circulation of The Dragon increases, so does
the demand from old Buffs to be put into touch with
their old Comrades. Appended below are the requests
recently received, and we take this opportunity of
announcing that we are always ready to afford space
to communications of this kind.
Addresses Wanted.
Mr. W. F. Brungler, M.M., of 78 Bull Head Street,
Wigston Magna, Leicester, would like to hear of Sgt.
Kemp, late No. 10 platoon of the 6th Battalion.
Mr. T. J. H. Shepherd, late 14476 7th Battalion,
and of 4 Stanley Rd., Eastbourne, asks for the addresses
of two of his pals in D Coy. i.e., L/Corpl. Rootes and
Pte. Beacher.
Mr. H. J. (Roger) Bell, of 10 Lome Terrace, Brook
field Rd., Kilmainham, Dublin writes
Would you kindly insert in your next issue a notice
asking for the address of an old Bandsman friend of mine.
Bdsm. V. C. Alderson. The last I heard of him was
during the early years of the war when he was a Capt. in
an Australian Battalion. I heard he had since been
posted to the Indian Army but I don't know where.
My last request is for you to kindly convey my kind
regards to Sgt. Jock Clayton and Sgt. Bill Denny.
Captain Mitford Brice would like as many addresses
as possible of the 7th Battalion, and particularly those of
Major L. Wood and Capt. Chamberlain.
6278998 Cpl. C. W. Hemsley, whose present address
is South Irish Signal Section, Spike Island, Queenstown,
c/o G. P.O.,London,writes for letters from his old comrades
of the 1st and 2nd Battalions, and especially from L/Cpls.
Player and Housden.
Mr. Paul de Chabert Jeremy, of the Hollies, Ormond
Road, Richmond writes :—
" I should be much interested if you could find any
record of the service of my Great Great Grandfather,
Major Henry B. Adams who served in the Buffs during
the Peninsular War and also in the W. Indies, and who
obtained his majority on June 4th, 1813.
There is a tradition in our family that either Major
Adams or his father " raised " a Company of the Buffs,
but when or for what purpose is not known.
His father owned an estate in Kent called " Swifts."
which he is supposed to have lost owing to the expense

of raising a company (the family traditions says " regi
ment " ) of Buffs. Whether it was any part of the 2nd
Battalion raised in 1803and disbanded in 1815, or whether
it was a volunteer company (which is morelikely). I don't
know.
During Major Adams service in the West Indies he
married the daughter of the French Governor of Martinique
who was The Marquis Chabert.
Unfortunately all records of his service, etc., were
lost many years ago but my mother remembers having
seen his Medals and decorations.
I am glad to say we still possess his commission as
Major, dated June 4th, 1813, and also a portrait of him
in uniform, painted by Sir Thomas Laurence (before
that artist was knighted I believe).
I hope all this is not too tedious to you, but you
will understand it is of great interest to us, and I should
be most grateful if when you have leisure you could
find any records of this officer.
J . S. Durham, late Cpl. 9558 1st Battalion, and now
leading Aircraftician with the 25th Squad R.A.F.
on the N.W. Indian Frontier writes :—
May I have the address of Sgt. Waxy Page ? Just
after 1918 he was Sgt. Shoemaker at the Depot after
returning with myself along with several more N.C.O.'s
from the Hague. Also any information of Cp. Billy
Williams of old F Coy. I shall be very thankful of.
I want you to make myself an annual member of
Past and Present Buffs. Please remember me to Mrs.
J. Hasler. I have a lot to thank her for, also to Major
Hickman if he is the Captain Hickman of old G Company,
Dublin, and if he isn't; remember me to him as an old
Buff, also to Capt. Steele late QuarterMaster. I wonder
if he remembers that Air Force driver who recognised
him by his walk outside of Kenley Aerodrome, Surrey.
I wonder if it will interest Past and Present Buffs to
know that Old Jack Grey of the 1st Buffs Band, finished
up his 21 years in the R.A.F. as a fabric worker.
Writing from Umfolusi Rail, Zululand, South Africa,
Mr. C. H. C. Herapath asks for addresses of officers of the
8th Battalion, of which he was an original Member.
Now these requests show, we think, the great value
of the Association of Past, and Present Buffs, the mem
bership of which is increasing each month. If only every
Buff would join—and the annual subscription after the
first halfcrown is paid is only one shilling per year—we
should have a Regimental Directory at the Depot which
all could use.

The War Dragon.

A

NUMBER of enquiries having reached us in regard
to the publication of The Dragon during the Great
War, we take the opportunity of announcing that we
have the following copies of The War Dragon for disposal.
1916. June.
10 copies,
do July
11 „
do August.
9 ,,
do September.. 11 ,,
do October*
11 ,,
do November.
11 ,,
do December.
11 ,,
 1917. January.
10 ,,
do April
9 ,,
The price per copy is one shilling (post free), and
orders received will be dealt with strictly in rotation.
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Natal.
BY CAPT. S. BARKER, LATE THE BUFFS.

(<being the 4th of a series of articles especially written for
The Dragon by Old Bufs who havesettled overseas).
ROM the point of
view of an intend
ing settler in our Domin
ions, Natal is, in most
points, unsurpassable.
The climate, particular
ly in the Midlands, from
Maritzburg to Ladysmith,
does not go to extremes,
and is wonderfully
healthy. The high price
of land is the only draw
back—about £4 per acre,
if over 8 miles from the
railway: though leases
are much less in pro
portion. At a further
distance out, £2 per acre
for a hill farm is ex
The Hatter.
pected. Crops are fairly
easy to grow, and every kind of livestock does well.
The intending settler has his choice of sheep farming
at 6,000 ft. above the sea, or sugar planting on the coast,
under subtropical conditions, The Midlands of Natal
are inhabited by the good old type of Scotchmen—a
very sociable and sporting lot. One doesn't find them
in an unprofitable country, as a rule.
Owing to the steep fall from the Drakensburg
mountains to the coast, Natal is one of the few countries
in the world, where one can go by train from a hill farm,
6,000 ft. up, to Durban, in half a dozen hours.
The latter place has all the comforts and conven
iences of an uptodate seaside resort, and is quite a
luxurious place for a holiday. There are many smaller
and quieter resorts along the coast of Natal: equally
accessable to the lonely farmer.
The roads of the Colony are mostly good. Motor
cars are used by even small farmers, as a matter of course,
and of business. There are many and various sporting
recreations, polo and cricket are especially strong points
amongst Natalians: but all other games flourish,
probably more than in any other part of the Empire.
Shooting is only fair to moderate, owing to the poach
ing proclivities of the large native population. The trout
fishing is really good. Visitors come from Europe for
nothing else.
The natives are prolific—outnumbering the whites
by 10 to 1. They are adaptable and goodnatured.
Wages are small. They are good farm labourers and
trustworthy domestics, up to a point. Their working
hours are short, and they require supervision. Perhaps,
with more pay to work for, they might improve. The
remedy is to have plenty of " waiting " men, on the
principle of quantity versus quality.
Natal is a Colony to itself, distinct, socially, politically
and economically, from the Union of S. Africa. (This is
censorable, but true). The live stock are probably
the best raised in any part of the Dominions—also
the children. The record of Natal in the Great War
is unique. The proportion of the comparatively small
white population who passed medically fit, enlisted, and
paid (to everlasting gratitude) the penalty, was higher
than any other Colony.
The price of living is low on farms, and not excessive
in towns. Civil servants, post office, etc., get £30 a
month, police constables £20, shop assistants in large
stores £20, railway guards £20 to £30. Not including
keep.
Schooling can be done very cheaply in Government
schools ; but private schools run up to £100 per annum.

F

However, they are all very good, and have excellent
staffs, etc. There is practically no income tax, except
on paper. All farmers evade it, if possible, and mo.st
can ! (also censorable).
There are, now, many unemployed exsoldiers—but
they ought to get work on the mines in the Transvaal.
They have no chance in Natal, just now.
To conclude, a settler must have £3,000 to £5,000
capital. And, must be prepared to spend most of it in
assets in the country, land or livestock. It's no good
to sit down and live on the interest. This is the opinion
of leading men in Natal.
Land .speculation is a snare and trap. The above
has been written, not only from a personal point of view,
but with the advice, and from the experience, of men who
have lived, and prospered, in Natal, for 40 years.
THE HATTER.

The Army Encyclopaedia.
LEAVE.—That which in the Army should never be
taken for granted.
LECTURES.—Form an important part of the
soldier's training. Steps have lately been taken to
brighten Army lectures up considerably, as heretofore
they have consisted mainly of bald facts with (para
doxically enough) whiskers on them.
The high percentage of successes in Army marriages
might be traced to this feature of official training.
LEFT.—The foot or hand which is demonstrated
by painstaking drill instructors to be on that side of the
body opposite to the right.
LEG.—That part of a young soldier's anatomy
which is invariably so short as to require continual
pulling before he can be said to be fully trained in all his
duties : It is said that in olden times the first duty of the
day allotted to the Orderly Sergeant was to inspect
progress in this direction before the men dressed for
the first parade. To this day a relic of this curious
duty still exists, in the form of the early morning com
mand given by every Orderly Sergeant to " show a leg."
LEWIS GUN.—An automatic weapon, a feature of
which is its rapidity of fire. It will, in fact, give specta
tors more rounds for their money than a pair of modern
pugilists in a first class glove fight.
LIBRARY.—The only place in barracks where
pieces of waste paper are allowed to lie about.
LIGHTNING.—That which movements usually
resemble when the sergeantmajor thunders.
LOTION.—This will be found described in any
standard dictionary as "an external fluid application,"
but in the Army it is never applied externally. On the
contrary
.
MADEMOISELLE.—A well known female person
age living during the Great War in Armentieres. She
was, strangely enough, never met by present day
occupants of public quarters.
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Further Messages from Stars.

sorts and conditions of people have written
to us in regard to our Anniversary Number,
ALLletters
a representative selection from which will be found
i

below:—

*
*
*
How do you make it pay ?
' advice.

*
I should like a little

1

*

*

*

#

M. POINCARE.

I thank you for your August number. All I wish
you, is that, with every issue, your list of subscribers
may grow larger, and larger, and larger.
M. COUNE.

*

*

#

*

Your August number is perfect but for one thing.
I do not deem the publication of poems to be in good
taste.
DR. BRIDGES,

*

*



*

Poet Laureate.

I was much interested in your article " Uniforms of
The Buffs," but have you noticed that in the plate
there are no creases down the trousers ?
THE R.S.M.
*

*

#

*

May I venture to " join the chorus," of Congratula
tions on a fine " number." The " make up " is faultless,
and so fine a " show " should set The Dragon firm upon
its " legs."
*

*

*

*

C. B. COCHRAN.

Thank ye f'r free copy of your August number.
Is ut no' worrrth something ter ye ter have ma name
in yourrr columns ? A cheque in jew courrrse
would oblige, but enclose stamped adrrressed envelope
for rrrreceipt, dinna forrrget.
HARRY LAUDER.

*

*

*

*

I guess The Dragon is the smartest thing I've seen
since America won the war.
*

*

*

WOODROW WIESON.
*

May all you " axe " subscribe, and may they never
" axe " themselves.
ERIC GEDDES.

*

*

*

*

Your Anniversary number is capital, which is a thing
I will have nothing to do with.
TOM MANN.

*

#

*

*

Not one word for the proletariat! I shall write to
the Daily Herald.
#

*

*

*

LENIN.

I was much interested in the ancient weapons
described as being provided, for the use of the early
Buffs. They have been discarded for centuries and yet
the Navy still has battleships. Why ?
PERCY SCOTT (Admiral).


*

*

*

August number fine. By the way, if that illiterate
ass Jeff writes to you, (as I think he is going to do)
put him in his place. Do not publish his rot!

MUTT.



#

*

*

August number fine. By the way, if that illiterate
ass Mutt writes to you, (as I think he is going to do),
put him in his place. Publish his rot!


Subscribe ?

Not

*

*

likely.

*

JEFF.

BERNARD SHAW.

For the Young Athlete.
BY CAPT. P. H. W. NICHOLAS, M.C.

Relay Racing.
OW that relay racing is
beginning to take such
a prominent part in athletics,
and Complete relay r^pe meetings
are being held, a few hints on the
finer points may be found ad
vantageous.
Normally, relay racing will
be such racing in which several
men have to run varying distances
one after another, the second
man starting when the first has
reached him, round the track.
In addition, relay 100 yards and
relay hurdles may be run up
and down, i.e., one or two strings
or lines of hurdles only being
available for each team.
"
In the former case, running
round the track, a 10 yards' area is marked in which the
baton or flag has to be handed over. In the latter,
i.e., an " up and down " race, naturally no area is marked
but the fresh runner is not allowed to hand over until
the finishing man has passed the mark.
This handing over of the baton is most important
and captains of teams should spend plenty of time in
practice. The positions of the runners must be worked
up carefully, i.e., whether they will take the baton in
right or left hand, whether the actual runner is to transfer
the baton while running so that each runner may take
over with the same hand. The position of the baton
in the hand, the position of the hand when handing over,
and when receiving the baton, all these points must be
consistently practised, so that no hitch can occur when
the actual race takes place.
Several yards can be gained in a circular relay race
by the correct handing over. The runner should hold
the baton vertical, with the major portion of the baton
above his hand. The man who is to take it must stand
leaning well forward with his arm well back and the
palm of his hand facing the coming runner. He should
glance back, but turn his head as little as possible.
When the latter is within three or four yards of him
he should begin to move, still leaving his rear hand
behind. The incoming runner places the top of the
baton in the palm of the fresh runners' hand and con
tinues to run until the baton is safely gripped by the fresh
runner. This method, compared with one in which
both runners are side by side when handing over, will
mean a gain of one yard per runner—a considerable
advantage.
If the relay race is of varying distances, use can be
made of the 10 yards' mark to gain time. If a half
miler is running, his pace is slow compared to a 220
yards' man, and in his case the latter must take over as
near as possible from the back mark, thus getting his
team the extra advantage of running the extra ten yards
at faster speed. Similarly, if a halfmiler is taking
over from a 220 man, he should take over as far up as
possible, so that again the team may have the extra
advantage of speeds.
All these points require careful consideration and
systematic training by the team captain, and extra
trouble will be amply repaid by results.

N

B. & W. FISKMOORE,
High Class Photographers,
Canterbury.

Tel. 337.
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To assist in foiling intruders.

The Orderly Man.
r p O a n o u t s i d e r , one of the most
| mystifying persons in the Army
is the Orderly man. A case in point
will serve to show how abysmal is
the ignorance in this matter, of the
average civilian. A dear old lady "
acquaintance of the writer had a
young son who enlisted as soon as
he was old enough, and received the
usual letter from him a fortnight
afterwards, giving her the startling
but very gratifying news of his pro
motion to Orderly man.
" Just as I expected ! " she ex
claimed ; " He always was a dear
wellbehaved boy, and I'm sure
there's not a more Orderly one in
his barracks.
Her delight on this occasion
was only equalled by her joy soon
afterwards when another letter in
formed her that her son had been
ordered to go to orderly room on
a charge.
She expressed her pleasure at
the thought that his behaviour had
made him fit to go to the Orderly
Fetch and, carry the food. room, which she evidently supposed
was a sort of special room set apart for the good boys,
and she hoped that the " charge," whatever important
duty it was, would not prove too much for the
capabilities of her offspring.
A subsequent letter stating briefly that he had been
awarded C.B. transported the dear old thing to the
seventh heaven;
" Fancy," she chuckled, " A title like that for one so

You will also be required to fetch and carry the food
prepared for the day's meals, from the cookhouse to the
dining hall. For this purpose you should wear your white
canvas suit, in case of accidents, as nothing so annoys
your superiors on parade as patches of various kinds of
stew or gravy on a khaki background, and besides, it
smells so badly in time.
And again, the sight of men clad m spotless white
tends to give the dining hall a sort of Ritz atmosphere,
(not, however, the one one smells), at a rapid glance,
provided the observer glances rapidly enough and keeps
his eyes shut for a time sufficiently long for the impression
to sink in.
,
If any article of diet commences to argue on the way
to the table, do not answer back. Argument is not
allowed in the Army. If however, half an N.A.A.F.I.
cheese rose up without provocation and struck
you would almost certainly be justified in hitting back
in self defence.
We will assume that you have struggled more or less
successfully with your duties up to the end of a more or
less perfect day, and that the recruit on your right has
just returned from whitewashing the last post. About
this time a long drawn out wail on the bugle brings
your day to a conclusion, for this call is " LightsOut,
involving the performance of your last duty for the
(except in case of fire
alarm the guar—ththth;
No, no, that has to do with something altogether
different).
.
_ . ,, , .
,
After extinguishing the gas, it is advisable to forget
that " One good turn deserves another." You see
my
point, don't you ?
J
*

'

j

REVIEO.

Mutt and Jeff.

y°UBut I am afraid I am wandering away from my
subject as the Kaiser said after bidding a final goodbye
to his Prime Minister on his departure for Doom, so we
will return to the Orderly man.
_m
Every private soldier takes his turn at this duty a
dav about, and it lasts therefore about a day. Mature
reflection will prove to the thinker that this statement is
about correct.
.r..llt,
The Orderly man has numerous duties to perform.
Owing, perhaps, (and perhaps not), to lack of space
we will not here mention the first, though you .should
remember that this is a duty which must always be

One very important thing to remember is that you
are responsible for the safety during your tour of duty
of the room and all its contents. So that if you should
witness one of those famous unusual occurences m which
vour barrack room is observed to be solemnly doing
I slow march across the square, it is your duty to stop
it and bring it back. Do not however be oyer zealous,
and apply to the C.S.M. I.M. for the use of the Lewis
Gun and a few filled magazines to assist in foiling in
truders. If a fire occurs go to your room and stay there
(Potential Orderly men should read Casablanca. )

M

UTT and Jeff anticipate being sent to save the
situation at Constantinople. The above, however
will take their place at the Depot. Do you recognize
them ?
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The Outlook.
(Being monthly notes relating to The Garrison Church,
Canterbury).
By way of variation this month instead of Standing
arrangements I shall begin with some
GENERAE NOTICES.
'
°,wing to renovation, the Garrison Church will be closed on
Aug. 20th, 27th, Sept. 3rd and 10th.
2
. * During this period Baptisms and Churchings should be arranged
with the Rev. Thompson, Vicar of S. Gregory's Church, Military Rd..
at St. Gregory's Church.
'
3. The Garrison is invted to make full use of civilian Church
services whilst the Garrison Church is closed. It is a good opportunity
of attending the Cathedral services.
4. The Church will be reopened for full services on Sunday, Sept
ember 17th (8 a.m. Holy Communion).
5. Choir Practices will be held in the Church on Sept. 7th at 6 p.m.,
Sept. 11th at 7.45 p.m., and on Sept. 14th at 6 p.m., the object being
to take in hand the Harvest Festival Anthem, which will be sung
on
&
Oct. 8th.
6. The Sunday School will reopen on Oct. 1st at 2.45 p.m. in the
P.W. Institute. Children belonging to the Sunday School will be
expected to attend the Parade Service on the 17th and 24th of Sep
tember.
7. The Girls' Bible Class will be closed until the 1st Sunday in
October.

OUTINGS.

Garrison Sunday School to Reculver.
189 persons including children, teachers, parents, and infants in
arms proceeded to Reculver in 6 motor lorries provided by Mr.
Pinnock on July 20th starting from the Garrison Church at 1.30 p.m.
The weather was perfect and the dust was appalling, but there were
no casualties except one parent, who, on alighting, fell into the road
but no bones were broken. A splendid tea was provided, by Mr!
Welland of the Sea View Tea House. Paddling, Bathing, Tfoting
Playing Games, Scrambling for sweets occupied the hours which passed
all too quickly for everyone. Miss Russell was duly crowned as " Eady
Neptune " by her admiring court. We won't say anything about the
tar on the beach !
Talking of the Sunday School it might interest readers to know
that its membership now reaches a Grand Total of 142, the entire credit
for which is due to the indefatigable labours of our Superintendent
Miss B. Russell.

Garrison Church Guild to Margate.
19 enthusiastic ladies and one poor man started in perfect weather
to go to Margate on July 26th, and were given cheers from Mrs. Morbey
and Mrs. Groombridge as the coach shot past Nos. 24 and 33 Sturry
Road.
In due course, we reached Margate without mishap, and there we
proceeded to spend the day and our money according to individual
taste. We have no idea as to what the rest of the bold bad 19 did
with themselves, and what the poor fellow did with himself will hardlv
interest the general reader.
In due course teatime arrived and 18 hungry ladies, 2 infants, and
as I said before one sad and solitary man sat down in Munns Cafe to cold
tea and shrimps. No, the tea might have been better, but there
the rest of the day was perfect. We sat and thought of Mrs. Seymour
and Mrs. Crookenden andsipped our teaand tried to44 peel" our shrimps
and made a horrible mess. After tea some of us adjourned to "Dream
land whore we spent what remained of our money and got knocked
about m disgraceful fashion on the 44 Joy wheel" and in the 44 Whip
Cars and we belaboured poor wretched 44 donkeys " up a hill—all
for a box of chocolates, which was invariably given to someone else.
At length 8 p.m. arrived and the party started back amidst the hoots
of charabancs and onlookers regaled by Mackintosh's toffee and Margate
Rock. The only casualty of the day was the loss of Mrs.—'s air
balloon, which after fluttering madly, though bravely in the breeze
was finally, firmly and fiercely, flicked out of the car—by mistake of
course—by the aforementioned dejected creature, who for the first time
was noticed to smile.
Mrs. Nightingale arrived home safely.

CHOIR CRICKET MATCH AT HOATH.
On the 22nd July the Garrison Choir Cricket Team beat the Hoath
'?ricSet t^am *!y 3 wickets, the scores being 62 all out for Hoath
and 64 for 7 wickets for the Choir (F. Waghorn 15 and Ray Addley 14).

THE GARRISON CHURCH GUIED SAEE.
Considering the surfeit of sales and bazaars with which Canterbury
^-5?
f ^ct ti:at the wither was perfect, the Garrison
Church Guild may feel proud of their acheivement on July 21st when at
thor annual sale of work they realized £25 2s. 0d., a full account of
which sum is m the porch of the Church.
*
f*atitude is extended to all who assisted, and our special thanks
to Mrs. Seymour and Mrs. Stone for their hard work in promoting its
success, particularly to Mrs. Seymour whose Vegetable Stall surely has
never been surpassed.
, °ur
are also due to Major Guy Eee, D.S.O., M.C. and the
Officers Depot The Buffs for the Depot band during the afternoon

and to Mr. Clayton and the Bandsmen for their kind services; also to
Mr. Haynes and the Orchestra of the Sea Scouts for providing the
music for the evening.
Mr. Morbey kindly assisted me during the afternoon and Mr. and
Mrs. Bowler's never failing courtesy and kind help was greatly apprecia
ted. Private Trosh was as usual indespensable.
At a meeting of the Guild held on July 28th the proceeds of the sale
were apportioned as follows :—Garrison Chucrh General Expenses Fund
£15. Garrison Church Choir Cassocks ajnd Surplices' Fund £10, Army
Guild Home for Orphaned Children of Soldiers £1.

FINANCE.
East month I was full of complaint—this month I am full of grati
tude. For the first time for many months or, I believe, years, the
Church Fund is solvent, as will be seen by a statement of accounts
posted in the Church porch showing a balance credit to the Church Fund
of £7 7s. Od.
This satisfactory state of affairs is due to the generosity of the
Officers of the Xth Royal Hussars and of the Depot The Buffs who
enabled me to finance the expensive Sunday School Outing, and also
to the Garrison Church Guild's donation of £15 to the General Expenses
Fund. The Guild's gift of £10 to the Cassocks and Surplices fund has
enabled me to buy surplices for 16 choir boys, and these will be used
for the first time when the renovated Church is reopened on Sept.17th.

OUR HEEPERS.
I cannot close these notes without thanking Mrs. Beeney for so
kj^ 3/ providing and arranging the Altar Flowers for many weeks past;
Mrs. Rogers for all her devoted work in connection with the Church
Imen and Mrs. Maunsell in connection with the Duplex Envelopes.

OFFERTORIES AT PARADE SERVICES.
16.7.22 £1 8s. Od.—Sunday School Outing.
23.7.22—£1 0s. 6d.—General Church Fund.
30.7.22—£1 2s. 4|d.—General Church Fund.
, 6.8.22—7s. 10£d.—Central Church Fund.
13.8.22—£1 4s. 8d.—Society for the welfare of the Blind.

BAPTISMS.
No. 874.23.7.22 Philip Raymond Bye—Xth R. Hussars.
No. 875.— 6.8.22 Leslie Gordon Smith—The Buffs.
^

C.

E COOPERHUNT, C.F.,

Garrison Chaplain.

Births and Marriages.
BIRTHS.

Morgan.—On the 2nd of Aug., at Boars Hill, Oxford,
the wife of Captain H. de R. Morgan, The Buffs—
a son and a daughter.
Wale;—At Canterbury, on July 29th, the wife of Lt.
N. G. Wale, The Buffs—a son.
MARRIAGES.

Cremer—Bradford.—On July 26th, 1922, at the
Parish Church, St. Martin'sintheFields, Trafalgar
Square, London, by the Rev. G. R. Olive, M.C.
 uncle of the bride, and the Rev. H. R. L. Sheppard,
D.S.O., Vicar of the Parish, Captain Harry Leslie
Cremer, late of the 4th Batt. " The Buffs," son of
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Cremer, of "The Grange,"
Chartham, to Amy Isabelle, daughter of the late Mr.
George Bradford and Mrs. Bradford of " Millbank,"
Ravenlea Road, Folkestone.
Igglesden—Leary.—On August 2nd, at All Souls',
Langham Place, London, by the Rev. M. S. Swatman
(cousin of the bridegroom), Rector of Willians, Letch
worth, assisted by the Rev. F. Hurd, curate of All
Souls', Charles Hubert, eldest son of Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Igglesden, of Heathfield, Ashford, to Agnes
Mary Ballantyne, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. I. Leary
of Ormskirk, Lancashire.
MacDonnell—Hunt.—At St. Jude's Church, S. Ken
sington, Mr. Gordon MacDonnell, late of the 4th
and 5th Buffs, to Flfrida Flton Hunt.

Films Developed and Printed.
B. & W. FISKMOORE,
Canterbury.

Kodaks.

Tel. 337.
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The Depot Sports.

I

N delightful weather and before a record attendance,
the Depot Sports were held on Friday, 25th inst.
The Officers, Sergeants, Corporals and Privates were
all at home in their respective enclosures. Thanks to
the excellent arrangements all events were up to time.
Here again all pulled their weight towards ensuring
a thoroughly good day's enjoyment, at the end of which
Mrs. FinchHatton kindly presented the prizes.
Results.
100 YARDS.

1st Hodkin
1st Hodkin
1st Ingram

(Recruits).
2nd Mullingar
(Open).
2nd Wolfe

100 YARDS.

THROWING CRICKET BAIL

2nd Foulger

220 YARDS.

1st Hodkin
1st Prior

2nd Parry

BOOT RACE.

2nd Nelthorpe
(Recruits).
1st L/Cpl. Hoy
2nd Hodkin
MOP FIGHT. (Knock out. Tearns of four).
Blanch, Taft, Pratt, Caless.
440 YARDS.

CHILDREN'S RACE.

1st Betty Dillon
3rd Doris Wood

2nd Victor Bridgland 

REEAY RACE. (220, 220, 440, 880 Yards).
1st " A " Coy. 1st Team 2nd " A " Coy. 2nd Team
LADIES' THREE LEGGED RACE.

1st Mrs. Driscoll and
Miss Sherran

2nd Mrs. Crawley and
Mrs. Harrison
BEINDFOLD DRIVE. (Lady Drivers).
1st Sgt. Smith
2nd Wood
GARRISON MILE. (Open to Garrison.)
1st Hocknell, Depot
2nd Cpl. Hall, R.A.M.C.
HIGH JUMP.

1st Flanders

2nd Wolfe and Hodkin
a tie.
BLINDFOED DRIEE. (Recruits).
1st Sgt. Morgan's Section2nd Sgt. Emery's Section
1st L/Cpl. Hoy

440 YARDS.

1st No. 3 Section
No. 1 Platoon

2nd L/Cpl. Stubberfield
(Recruits).
2nd No. 1 Section
No. 2 Platoon

1st Hodkin

2nd Braun

BOAT RACE.

LONG JUMP.

THREAD NEEDEE RACE.

1st Mrs. Longley
1st Dixon

2nd Mrs. Taylor

SACK RACE.

2nd L/Cpl. Hunt
2nd Forman

POTATO RACE.

1st L/Cpl. Stubberfield
VETERAN'S RACE.

1st Pte Wood

1st Dr. Simpson
1st " A " Coy.
1st " B " Coy.

1st Hocknell
1st Woods

Defence.
HE defence consists of
guarding, ducking, and
slipping. Guarding is simply
carrying the blow off with the
arm, but as this movement
somewhat hampers the coun
ter stroke, which should be
jjJh delivered at the same time,
it leaves one more free if you
" head clip " your opponent's
lead, to step in with a swift
counter.
Ducking, is the head
slipping referred to and con
sists of simply ducking the
head to the right, or to the left,
if you are countering with
your right.
Slipping is the art of
dodging quickly off " the line
of defence." This is very useful when in trouble, such
as for instance when your adversary comes in to finish
you, and you, having been severely handled, and not
prepared to swop punches, have dodged to the right to
avoid his onslaught. Repeat this as necessary until the
bell rings or until you recover. This Slipping is not
easy, it must be " timed " to the instant and requires
long practice.
Timing in the above and in countering is the essence
of good boxing. If you are opposed to one who is perfect
in this, you cannot make an aggresive move without
running into a hard left or something else which is
equally discouraging.

T

COUNTERSTROKES.

In delivering Counter strokes, or at any other time,
one must not be content with single shots. For instance,
you have met a left lead with a left hook, or an uppercut,
at the " Mark," then is the time to let a right hook at
the jaw follow the instant the left has landed. With
practice a third stroke can be got in, resuming the position
of guard, unless you see your man is nearly out, in which
case crowd it upon him to the end.
Novices always fight for the head too much, the
strokes should be varied, whether " counters " or leads,
as much as possible, as this puts the other man in a state
of uncertainty as to the direction of your stroke. If you
can land one good hook, or uppercut, on that vital spot,
the Mark, the job will generally be finished. So pay due
attention to the body in countering.
Finally take care of your hands especially the thumb.

MUSICAE PEGS.

1st Cloake

1st Moore

Boxing.
BY J. BENNEEE, FX REG. SGT. MAJOR THE BUFFS.

2nd L/Cpl. Hunt
(15 Years' Service and Over).
2nd C.S.M. Follett

BAND RACE.

2nd L/Cpl. Adams

TUG OF WAR.

Trained Men.
2nd B Coy.
Recruits.
2nd " A " Coy.

Past and Present Golf Match.
Thanks to the kindness of the Committee of the
Royal St. George's Golf Club, Sandwich the above
match, which it is hoped may now become an annual
affair, took place on that ideal course on Wednesday,
August 9th, with the following result.
PAST.

Maj.Gen. Sir A. Eynden Bell (1 up)
Et.Col. F. BradleyDyne (2 & 1)
Captain H. H. C. Baird (2 and 1)
Colonel H. Findlay (6 & 5)
...

PRESENT.

1 Et. J. R. Willows
0
1 Et.Col. W. H. Trevor ... 0
1 Et.Col. H. B. Potter
... 0
1 Major F. W. Tomlinson ... 0

CONSOEATION RACE.

2nd Hatherley

4 MIEES RACE.

2nd Chivers

CEOWNS' RACE.

2nd Brissenden
(Officers v. Sergeants).
Sgt. won, 2 pulls to 0.

TUG OF WAR.

In regard to this match, it has been suggested that
it would probably be better to arrange it at a time other
than that of the Canterbury Week which in itself occupies
the time of most of us both night and day ; and many
felt that a whole day fixture in the spring or autumn,
with not less than eight aside is the thing to aim for.
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DISCHARGES.
6281279 Pte. E. Bussey, 6281302 Pte. F. F. Brown, 6281184 Cpl. A.
Capon, 6281292 Cpl. W. Golding, 6281246 Pte. A. Hall, 6281350 Pte. C.
Hixson, 6281291 Pte. F. Havwood, 6281270 Pte. A. Eong, 6281407 Pte.
J. Mackenzie, 6281265 Pte. E Preen, 6281395 Pte. R. Pointer, 6281271
A/C. W. Prince, 6281247 A/C. R. Russell, 757536 A/C. W. Ryan, 6281304
E/C. C. Scott, 6281347 Pte. E Supple, 6281099 Pte. J.J. Winch.

ENEISTMENTS.
Pte. C. King, Pte. W. E. Setterfield, Pte. H. T. Setterfield, Pte. F. J.
Maynard, Pte. H. J. Marsh, Pte. F. Giles, Pte. R. J. Taylor, Pte. H. W.
Jukes, Pte. F. Kennaird, Pte. T. Barnes.

Officers.

5TH BN., THE BUFFS.—Capt. S. B. Donald relinquishes his commn.,
(April 22) under A.O. 166/21, as amended by A.O. 332/21, and retains
rank of Capt.
Maj. M. Beevor, D.S.O., the Buffs (April 1), relinquishes his appoint
ment in India.
Colonel H. Findlay, C.B.E., is placed on retired pay.
Eieut. E Barry, The Connaught Rangers, is transferred to The Buffs
in his present rank with seniority 7th February, 1918.

The Depot.
RECRUITS.

Pte. J. G. H. Betts, Pte. H. Broward, Pte. A. C. Clarke, Pte. S. E.
Cardon, Pte. E Dive, Pte. W. Elson, Pte. E J. Garratt, Pte. E. D.
Hawkins, Pte. C.P. Ings, Pte. A. Eester, Pte. E R. Rulo, Pte. R. Snissen,
Pte E.A. Tribe.

EXTENSION OF SERVICE.

6280121 Pte B. Boxell to complete 12 years.
6278533 Pte. E. Freelove to extend reenlistment to 12 years.

EDUCATIONAE ATTAINMENTS.

The following were awarded Third Class Certificates of Education
on 23/6/22
6281336 Pte. Beauchamp, 6281586 Pte. Bygrave, 6281604 Pte.
Barber, 6281606 Pte. Chittenden, 6281621 Pte. Caless, 5876855 Pte.
Cairney, 6281624 Pte. Coe, 1667156 Pte. Cox, 6281622 Pte. Elsley,
6281524 Pte. Foulger, 5987647 Pte. Howard, 6281560 Pte. King,
6281611 Pte. Marsh, 6281553 Pte. Moat, 6281628 Pte. Pitchford, 1665230
Pte. Parsons, 6281521 Pte. Stuberfield, 6281610 Pte. Thompson,
6281580 Pte. Walker.

PROMOTION.

6280383 A/Cpl. W. Driscoll and 6279980 A/Cpl. G. Crawley to be
Corporals.

APPOINTMENTS.

The following have been appointed unpaid Recruit EaneeCorporals :
1667156 Pte. Cox, 6281602 Pte. Hoy, 6281553 Pte. Moat, 6281521
Pte. Stubberfield, 6281580 Pte. Walker.

DISCHARGES.

6279721 Pte. K Bowman, 6279828 Pte. J. Doyle, 6278059 Sgt.W.
Denny, M.M., 6281654 Pte. G. Dale, 6279241 Pte. S. Jones, 6279325
Pte. P. Jones, 6278432 Pte. F. Kramer, 6280105 Pte. H. Murray,
6278062 Sgt. H. Marchant, 6279172 A/C. J. Middleton, 6279690 Pte.
A. Malos, 736415 E/C. H. Olive, 6278809 Pte. G. Williams, 6278365
E/C. J. Wright.

TRANSFERS TO ARMY RESERVE.

7807238 Pte. W. Troughton, transferred to Sec. " B " Army Reserve.

REENEISTMENTS.

Pte. R. C. Crowhurst (late Conn. Rgrs.), Pte. G. E. Carlin (late 4th
Buffs), Pte. C. E. R. Foad (late R.F.A. T.), Pte. S. G. Pilo (late 3rd
Buffs).

TRANSFERS.

The following have been transferred to The Buffs :—
7212082 Pte F Burton, 7211401 Cpl P. Collins, 7211792 A/C. C.
Cronin, 7211459 Cpl. M. Elliott from the 2nd Bn. Munster Fusiliers.
809028 Pte. J. Hockwell, 78107i2 Pte. J. Kamp, 7815468 Cpl. N.
Martin from the M.G.C.
7041750 Pte. F. Reilly from 1st Bn. Royal Irish Fusiliers.
6734002 R'man J. Weight and 690896 R'man G. Fremlett from the
4th Bn. Rifle Brigade.

The 4th Battalion.
PROMOTION.

6280790 E/C. H. Martin to Corporal.

REVERSION.

6281214 Cpl. E. O'Keefe to Private (owu request).

COURSE OF INSTRUCTION.

6281146 Sgt. A. Philpott, 6281215 E/S. W. Maskell, 6281434 E/C. A.
Farrett, 6281274 E/C. F. A. Eowis, passed a Course of Weapon Training
at Depot.

R E ENGAGEMENTS.

6281379 Pte. E.W.Brown, 6280459 C.S.M. S. Barron, 6281100
Sgt. P. Hooker, 6281245 Pte. S. Hockey, 6280408 Sgt. R. Mortimer,
6280409 Sgt. (O.R.C.) W. G. Collier, 6281298 A/Sergt. E Morrison,
6281338 Pte. W. Blogg, 6281303 Pte. A. J. Brown, 6280957 Pte. F.
Fuller for a further period of One Year.

To Past and Present Buffs.
jTHE Association of Past and Present Buffs is .open
to all those who are serving or have served in a Regular
Battalion of The Buffs, and to all those who have served
or are serving with a Service, Territorial, or SpecialReserve
Battalion. If not already a member, why not become one
now ?
Terms of Membership.
Officers ...
...
... 2/6per annum.
Other Ranks
...
... 2/6 first year, 1/ subsequent
year.
Life Membership.
Officers
£2 2 0
Other Ranks ...
...
... £1 1 0
The War History.
TNTENDING purchasers of "The War History
of the Buffs," are invited to register their names
with Major F. W. Tomlinson, 2, Cavendish Square,
W. 1, at their earliest convenience.

CHARLES BARROWS
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CANTERBURY
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Personalia.

N the occasion of the 53rd Birthday of our Colonel
inChief, H.M. King Christian of Denmark,
O
General the Right Honourable Sir Arthur Paget, P.C.,

sent a congratulatory telegram on behalf of
Regiment, to which he received a gracious reply.

the

We are able to announce that General Sir Arthur
Paget will be playing in the Golf meeting on the
4th and 5th of October. He will be at the Guilford
Hotel.
The following have definitely entered for the Golf
Meeting on the 4th and 5th October : General the Rt.
Hon. Sir Arthur Paget; MajorGeneral Sir Arthur
ByndenBell; Col. Comdt. R. McDouall; Colonels Body,
BradleyDyne, Findlay, Mairis, Trevor, Sir Theodore
Brinckman; Majors Burns, Hardy, Howard Smith,
Jackson, Bee, Tomlinson, Ward, Reeves, G. A. Porter;
Captains Baird, Jessel, Newton Moss, Morgan; Bieuts.
Buttanshaw, Coote, Crozier, Goodall, King, Penlington.
Of these, twentyfour will be staying at the Guilford
Hotel, Sandwich.
We are sorry to hear that one or two past officers
complain that the Golf programme is too strenuous,
especially the 36hole competition. It may be pointed
out however that there will be at least one 18hole
competition on the first day. The programme, too,
may be slightly modified, if the players wish, when
they assemble at the Guilford Hotel on the night of the
3rd.
Colonel Trevor has settled down at Folkestone and
is living at 28 Barl's Avenue.
Commandant R. McDouall has been given command
of the South Wales Brigade and is living at Cardiff.^
Mr. Orrom (late 15652 Pte. 1st Battalion) has been
appointed Parkkeeper at Clapham.
Major B. F. Gould has been placed on halfpay
on account of illhealth; he and Mrs. Gould are at
Ciboure near St. Jean de Buz, where they have es
tablished themselves for the winter.
The regiment is losing an old friend and distinguished
officer in Bieut. H. Forwood, O.B.B., D.C.M., who has
been transferred to the Tank Corps. No. 8560 Sgt. H.
Forwood received the D.C.M. on the 16th January,
1915, and was given a commission in the Buffs on 5th
December, 1916 ; later, whilst attached to the Tank
Corps he became temporary Major, was mentioned in
despatches and awarded the O.B.B.

Price Sixpence.

In the same gazette Bieut. C. P. Buesden, who
joined on 11th June, 1917, is also transferred to the
Tank Corps.
We are glad to hear that Major G. A. Porter took
the precaution of backing Tranquil for the St Beger
immediately after seeing its performance at Ascot.
We notice that Major Reeves' son did well in the
Aberdovey Autumn Golf Meeting.
Col. B. I. B. Hulke has settled in Walmer and has
been busy redecorating his house. Fortunately he has
practically recovered from his illness, and has under
taken most of the work himself, including the con
struction of a motor garage.
Major C. C. Cobbe has sold his house at Barcombe
Mills, nr. Bewes, and is without a home. He has taken
a flat for the winter in Bondon and hopes to find the
house and garden oi his choice by next Spring.
Bt. T. R. Rcid paid a visit to the Depot last month.
He has come home from the 1st Battalion to take a
M.G. Course at Netheravon: Bieuts. G. B. B. Oliver,
C. G. W. Robson and F. G. Crozier are also at home ;
the latter is at the School of Signals.
Bt.Major D. P. Dickinson, who was Bde.Major with
the 1st Battalion in Ireland after the war, has arrived to
take over his duties as Brigade Major at Shorncliffe
with General Neville Cameron.
C.S.M. Follett has taken over the duties of Sgts.
Mess Caterer at the Depot on taking his discharge.
Corporal Driscoll similarly has taken on Officers' Mess
Steward.
Mr. A. White (late 8333 Pte.) Js working with the
Office of Works where he hopes to be taken on the
permanent establishment. Our old 2nd Battalion
readers will remember him as a crosscountry runner
and boxer at HongKong and Singapore, from which
place he was transferred to the Reserve. Bater he
served with the 1st Battalion in France and lost his left
arm towards the end of 1914.
Another and still older Buff from whom we have a
cheerful account is Mr. A. J. Russell (late 4487 Sgt.)
who was with the 2nd Battalion in the South African
War. Mr. Russell has been employed for some time
at the B.C C. (Secondary) School at Dalston.
Major I?). C. Norman and Bieut.Col. H. B. Potter
have gone to the Senior Officers' School. The latter has
just left Cliiseldon where he passed the Senior Officers'
Course in Military Administration.
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Personal la—Continued.
We hear good accounts of Mrs. Ravenhill who,
with Miss Ravenhill, is still with Mrs. Barker at Bom
bay. They all hope to come home next spring and
will perhaps go to Bude for a time.
Major R. F. Pearson and his daughter have been
spending part of the holidays in a caravan near Wilton.
We congratulate Major B. B. Grant, late of the 4th
Battalion on becoming the proud father of twins.
At a concert given by the Band of the 2nd Battalion,
at Tidworth Pennings on September 13th, the Y.M.C.A.
very kindly made a collection in aid of the Benevolent
Fund : the amount realized was 10/ which we have
handed over to the Honorary Secretary.
We are indebted to the Editor of The Black Diamond
Magazine,, the official organ of Wm. Cory and Son,
Btd. and Associated Companies, for his kind offer of
assistance to help us get into touch with Old Buffs :
as so many members of this firm have been associated
with the Regiment we look forward to a good response.
Major H. S. Hardy has received orders to pro
ceed to Gibraltar and he expects to sail, accompanied by
Mrs. Hardy, early in November.
Bieutenant T. R. Reid, M.C. has proceeded to Nether
avon to undergo a Machine Gun Course.
We are glad during the past month to have re
gained touch with the Cook family, i.e., Mr. J. Cook,
late Pioneer Sergeant, now residing at Dover, and his
two sons Messrs. C. and W. Cook, both of whom are now
living at Grimsby : Mr. C. Cook served as a Private in
the 9th Battalion, and Mr. W. Cook was severely
wounded in France when serving as a Sergeant with the
1st Battalion : a nephew of Mr. C. Cook is Mr. E. Cook,
late of the 1st Battalion Band, and who is now in business
as a Florist in Bernard Street, Oxford Street, Condon.
Mr. Wylde, writing from 11 South Street, Ryde,
Isle of Wight, asks if employment cf any kind can be
found for him: he will be remembered as having
been employed in the 2nd Battalion orderly room at
Multan.
Mr. H. Dray, late the Buffs, is now serving as R.S.M.
of the Madras Guards ; he is a staunch supporter of
The Dragon and good luck to him.
An old Buff in'New York, U.S.A. is Mr. Harold
A. Meades (late Private No. 35691), who was with the
1st Battalion on their march into Germany.
We are very sorry to hear of the indifferent health
of Mr. W. Banbury who was a prisoner in German hands
for no less than three years and four months.
We hear of Mrs. B H. Soames as now residing at
Ravenswood Avenue, Wellington College, Berks.
Captain D. A. Wilkins who was recently restored
to the establishment is posted to the 1st Battalion and
sails for Gibraltar early this month.
An old Buff residing in Paris is Captain A. C. Silver
woodCope, M.B.E.

A recent visitor to our office has been Mr. Charles
Martin who is now engaged as Warden with the firm of
Vickeys, General Engineers of Crayford : Mr. Vickers'
number was 799 and he served under Major Ommanney
in B Company of the 1st Battalion in Dum Dum in 1890.
We were sorry to hear from Mr. Martin, of the death
of Mr. Alderton, late Colour Sergeant of the 1st Battalion
Mr. Alderton who was in the electrical department of
Messrs. Vickers and who had the Tirah and Chitral
medals: he was buried at Crayford on the 30th August.
A reader reminds us that the following deaths of old
Buffs have never appeared in The Dragon " Sergeant
Armistead, who died in the Buff Cottage Homes some
little time ago, and No. 2541 Joseph Dundas who died
at the Miller Hospital, Greenwich after an operation
on the 2nd J uly last.
We apologize to the 2nd Battalion M.G. Platoon,
H.Q. Wing for having published their news last month
with that of the 1st Battalion.
Mr. A. G. Bushell tells us he is trying to get several
old Buffs to become subscribers to The Dragon : we
hope many others will try and do likewise.
Congratulations to Captain J. E. Enright, whose
interesting articles on Hygiene are now appearing in
The Dragon, on having been awarded the Diploma
of the Sanitary Inspectors' Examination Board and on
having been elected an Associate of the Royal Sanitary
Institute.
Mr. G. Mitchell, late private of " B " Company,
is now living at Shorncliffe : his work is in connection
with St. Martin's Church, but three nights a week he
can be found at The Fountain Hotel, Seabrook.
Among other old Buffs seen at Folkestone recently
were Messrs. Rye and Kennedy of the 1st Battalion,
and Messrs. Giles, Relf, " Bunny " Chart, Stone and
several others of the 2nd Battalion.
A recent visitor to the 2nd Battalion has heen Capt.
F. C. Tibbs, R.A.M.C., an old friend of Mespot days.
Capt. C. S. Field, O.B.E has joined the 2nd Battalion
and taken over command of A Company.
The move from  Constantinople
doubt been responsible for our not
usual news of the 1st Battalion up
to press : this will be published as
November Dragon.

to Gibraltar has no
having received the
to the time of going
a supplement to the

Mr. V. J. MacMahon tells us that he has met the
following old Buffs in Birmingham, Mr. J. R. Pashley
and Mr. R. G. Freeman.
Mr. Ashley, of Mafeking Terrace, Hospital Bane,
Skirbeck, near Boston, Bines, would like to get into
touch with Drummer C. C. Brown who was with the
2nd Battalion in Aden.
The attention of Buff Billiard players, both Past and
Present, is particularly drawn to the notice on page 382.
With this number is issued an appeal of the Secretary,
Past and Present Association, for addresses of old Buffs,
to which it is hoped every reader of The Dragon will
respond.
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The Regimental Committee.

BY COLONEL" H. FINDLAY, C.B.E., TEMPORARY HON. SECRETARY.
N the September issue of The Dragon details were
" That the minimum Annual "inclusive" subscrip
given of some of the work performed by the newly
tions for Officers be £4, payable if desired, by half yearly
appointed Regimental Committee, and I now have
instalments £2 on the 1st of January and £2 on the 1st
pleasure in recording particulars of the work done during
of J uly.
the past month.
" Retired Officers not desirous of paying the inclusive
TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS.
subscription may subscribe to any of the Funds at the
The registered telegraphic address of the Association
following rates :—
is " DRAGON, CANTERBURY."
Dragon Club
10/6
ANNUAL DINNER.
Benevolent Fund
20/
The Annual Dinner of the Past and Present
Cottage Homes
1OA
Association, the Buffs, has been finally arranged for the
Past and Present Association
10/
17th November, at 7.15 p.m., at Harrods Stores, Hans
Dragon
...
15/
Road, entrance off Sloan Street. Price of Dinner,
Canterbury Cricket Week tent
20/—
6/ per head.
It is urgently requested that all those intending
OTHER RANKS.
to be present should advise the Secretary of the Past
It was proposed and seconded that the Annual
and Present Association as early as possible.
inclusive subscription for other ranks, for the whole
It is hoped to run a special train from Dover, stop
of above Funds to which other ranks are eligible as
ping at Canterbury, Faversham, and Gillingham.
Members, but not including The Dragon, shall be 2/6
Particulars as to time and fares if this can be arranged,
per annum.
will be published in due course.
COTTAGE HOMES.
R.M.C. MEMORIAL.
The Cottage Homes have been visited by the Honor
The placing of a Tablet in the Royal Military College,
ary Secretary and the Committee hope very shortly to
Sandhurst in memory of Buff Officers who passed
publish full particulars of these in The Dragon.
through Sandhurst and who fell in the War has been
finally decided upon. To date approximately £50 of
the £100 required has been subscribed, and the Committee
sincerely hope that in the November issue of The
Dragon they will be able to announce that the full sum
required has been received. A special article bearing
/^APT. W. R. Orwin, Capt. C. E. Read, Capt. P.
on this subject appears on page 356.
V. V Keeler, R.S.M. Kesby, 4318 Horn, 4330 Maxted,
MAJOR GREENWAY APPOINTED SECRETARY.
7757 Page, 9297 Haywood and 2919 Horton are a few
The wholetime paid Secretary has been selected.
more of the " Old Brigade " who came along to see their
An advertisement appeared in several of the Eondon
old pals during Depot Cricket Week.
papers, once only, and nearly 100 applications were
Many letters of regret were received from those
received. The Committee feel certain that their
retired Officers and exother ranks who could not attend,
selection—Major C. D. K. Greenway—will meet with
and one old Buff veteran of the Zulu war—315 Pte.
general approval.
Allison—who is now too old to make the journey asks
EIFE MEMBERS
that his kind regards be conveyed to everybody. In
The question of Life Membership has been given
the Zulu War Pte. Allison was servant to Eieut. C. H.
further consideration, and the Committee have decided
Gordan.
tlmt, although no furtherjEife Members are to be elected,
The photos of the Old Brigade and Past and Present
Hie status of those who have already been enrolled as
Cricket Teams were received just in time for reproduc
Eife Members up to, and including |30th September,
tion in the Dragon for September. These photos are
it923, shall in no way be disturbed.
obtainable from B. and W. FiskMoore, 4 St. George's
DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVES.
Gate, Canterbury, and the cash handed to me during
On pages 361 and 362 respectively will be found :
Cricket Week has been remitted to that Firm with a
(a) the names and addresses of those Gentlemen
request to send the photos direct.
who have very kindly accepted the Honorary appoint
ment of Buff's Representatives together with a map
One suggestion heard during The Week is, I think,
showing the area*? into which the County has been
well worth recording here in case it is overlooked for
divided.
next year's gathering. It is that all of the Old Brigade
(b) an official War Office announcement relating to a
wear their medals outside their jackets when taking part
scheme of emigration which the Committee has under
in the Parade March to the Cathedral.
investigation.
Another suggestion is that visitors' books be kept at
THE DRAGON.
the entrances to the Cricket Ground. This would
The Committee reluctantly accept Captain H. H. C.
ensure a complete list of the Old Brigade visitors being
Baird's resignation as Editor of The Dragon, and in doing
obtained.
so wish to place on record their appreciation of the
inestimable services rendered by him in connexion with
May I remind everybody that we now have a good
the Regimental Paper.
stock of Buff Regimental Ties, and also ask those of the
Captain Baird has promised to render all assistance
" Old Brigade" who were present at the Memorial
possible and virtually to " carry on " until the new paid
Service to remember the Commanding Officer's request
Secretary of the Association is able to assume the dual
for each of them to try and bring two additional old
appointment of Secretary of the Association and Editor
Buffs next year.
of the Paper.
G. F. INGS, R.Q.M.Sgt.,
Hon. Assoc'n. Secretary.
SUBSCRIPTIONS.
Association of Past and Present Buffs.
Officers.
It has been decided that the new rate of subscriptions
as under shall come into force on the 1st January next,
WANTED.—The cooperation of every reader of
when all subscriptions " inclusive " or otherwise, will
" The Dragon " to enable us to get into touch with
become due, and the following is a copy of the Minute
Old Buffs.
of the Committee dealing with revised subscriptions :—

I

The Past and Present Association.
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Buffs Memorial Tablet:
Sandhurst Chapel.
T a meeting of the Regimental Committee held on
2nd September it was decided to appeal for funds
A
to put up a panel, in the Chapel of the Royal Military

College, an illustration of which accompanies this
article, to the memory of the officers of the Buffs who
were educated at Sandhurst and lost their lives in the
Great War. Over a hundred regiments have already
put up or promised to put up panels, and many regi
ments have, in addition, given Memorial Windows.
The panels, which will be of uniform design, are of
white marble surrounded by a framework of bronze.
At the top of the panel the badge is cut and beneath
it the title of the regiment—the latter in gold letters.
Then come the names—showing, year by year, the
order in which they died ; these will be coloured green
with initial letters red. All the carving will be coloured
but the design and colouring of the badge rests with the
regiment as also does the wording of the dedication.
The Committee will be grateful for any corrections
or additions to the list of officers, whose names will
appear on the panel, which is given below :
Br.Gen. J. Hasler.
Rieut.Colonels A. D. Geddes, F. C. R. Studd, D.S.O.
Major B. E. Furley.
Captains E. B. Chichester, C. E. G. Davidson, W. R.
Davis, R. Fort, C. K. Greene, P. S. B. Hall, R. W.
Homan, G. M. James, J. Kekewich, J. Mc. B. Ronald,
T. R. M. Shervinton.
Rieuts. J. W. B. Archer, R. A. R. Bayard, E. H. U.
Buttanshaw, N. V. Earle, C. F. G. Hollis, M.C., W. G.
J ackson, T. R. V. Moody, C. S. Newcomb, P. W. Newing
ton.
2nd Rieuts. E. N. Andrews, A. E. C. Archer, T. E. G.
Bullock, C. Caney, M.C., P. V. DrakeBrockman, R. R. F.
Forster, D. W. Hammond, E. S. P. Hynes, G. W. A.
Kingham, M. A. Rey, G. S. MokeNorrie, A. E. S.
Ommanney, J. S. Reed, C. M. Sankey, M.C., G. E.
Sewell, E. A. M. Stevens, M.C., H. J. Taylor, J. G.
ThornDrury, J. H. Welldon, J. R. WellesleyMiller,
R. E. Wood.

I

The Buffs Benevolent Fund.

T was a generous thought of Mr. Sanger which
persuaded him to present the Benevolent Fund
with a donation of one shilling for every year's service
spent by him in the Regiment, vide his letter on page
369, and we accord him our very best thanks and hope,
like him, that many may follow his generous and
practical example.
Other donations received to the fund during the past
month have been as follows :—
Dinizulu Raid Takings during The Depot
£ s. d.
Cricket Week
...
69 0 0
Florence Harley
...
...
...
... 1 0 0
J.H. Skeer
0 2 0
Rt. G. M. Brown
...
...
...
... 0 5 0
N. M. Rankin
0 5 0
ASSISTANCE GIVEN.
Seldom a day passes that calls are not made upon the
fund by deserving cases and some examples of recent
assistance given are as follows :—
A man who obtained employment had to provide
his own pick and shovel; the firm were prepared to
loan them to him for a week only. These were pur
chased for him and he was given a new pair of boots.
Arrangements made with the Invalid Children's
Association to send a child of an exBuff, who was out
of work, to a convalescent home for thirteen weeks,
half the cost being paid for by the Benevolent Fund.

The Enlarged, Chapel
The sum required is £100, of which £60 has already
been subscribed. A letter has been sent to the next
ofkin of the above and it is hoped that there will be no
difficulty in collecting the balance from them and from
past and present officers of the regiment. Subscriptions
are limited to two guineas and cheques, made payable
to the Sandhurst Memorial, should be sent to the Honor
ary Secretary, Past and Present Association, Depot the
Buffs, Canterbury.
F.W.T.
Arrears of rent paid for a deserving case.
Child sent to a convalescent home for six weeks,
the parents paying half the cost.}
Grant made to wife of an exBuff who was in a
Sanitorium, to assist her to look after the children.
Railway ticket bought for a man who was offered
a job in Rancashire.
Several other cases of minor importance received
temporary assistance.
PENSIONS.
In addition to the giving of grants, it has to be
remembered that there are seventeen persons now
drawing pensions from the Fund, amounting in all to an
expenditure of £191 6s. Od. per annum.

Friends Abroad
You c o u l d n o t s e n d a n y t h i n g s o
welcome as a photograph.
B . & W . FSSKIVIOQRE, C a n t e r b u r y .
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The 2nd Battalion.
[ RAVING Verne Citadel
A^J
in the early hours of
August 17th and singing our
songs through the main street
of Fortune's Well, we entrained
and arrived at Tidworth that
morning and marched to the
Brigade Camp at the Pennings.
On this eventful day the fine
weather which we had enjoyed
during the first half of August
changed, and during the re
mainder of the month we had
many rainy days.
The Brigade Camp at
Tid worth Pennings lies a mile
to the north of the small town of
Tidworth and is practically
enclosed by the woods of the
Pennings with the exception of one side, where lies the
famous site of Sidbury Hill with its woods and thick
undergrowth crowning the summit.
The other units of the Brigade are the 1st Battalion
Prince of Wales' Volunteers and the 1st Battalion Royal
Ulster Rifles with Nos. 2 and 4 Batteries Pack Artillery
R.G.A. attached.
During our first
week in camp, the Southern
Command Weapon Training Meeting was held on the
Bulford Ranges in inclement weather, the results of
which appear elsewhere. Since then our time has been
fully occupied with Company, Battalion and Brigade
training in the open and enclosed country round us,
in which that ever famous site of Sidbury Hill has
nobly played its part. The Band and Drums has on
many of these occasions played us to the rendezvous
with many stirring marches.
Apart from ordinary training, our Brigade on
September 8th mustered a Battalion at full war
strength which, after going through the process of
embussing, was taken down to an area due south of
Anesbury where a line was taken over from the Cavalry
Brigade. We furnished one and a half Coys, for this
Battalion.
On the following day, September 9th, the Pack
Artillery vR.G.A. attached to our Brigade gave a demon
stration with one subsection, whilst on September 15th
the Cavalry Brigade in Tidworth provided a Regiment
at full war strength which, after marching past two
abreast, gave an attack demonstration.
Coming to the recreational side of camp life, Brigade
boxing competitions have been held each week in our
open air ring near our lines, whilst there has also been
InterCompany Football matches arranged by Rieut.
Cartwright on some open ground to the south of the
camp, and hockey matches in the open space near
Brigade Headquarters. Concerts and entertainments
have been held each week in the N.A.A.F.I. and Y.M.C.A.
tents.
So far during September the weather has greatly
improved and we have enjoyed a good deal more sun
shine.
On the 24th we return to the Verne Citadel, there
to spend the winter, and to meet again the swarms of
cats which inhabit that abode.
Weather and Sidbury Hills, Pickpit Hill and Beach's
Barn will then fade into the past until we return again
to fight our battles o'er the Plain.
SOUTHERN COMMAND WEAPON TRAINING MEETING.
This was held on the Bulford Ranges on the 21st,
22nd and 23rd and 24th August, and proved very
successful in spite of the inclement weather. Although
not very successful in the collective matches, we made a
good show in the remainder.

Tlie following obtained first or second place in the different matches.

Officers' Mess Tile Competition (Teams of four).

2nd—Officers' Mess, The Buffs, Team
Penlington and Cass.

Lieuts. Stainforth, Rowe,

Revolver Open Competition.

1st.—Lieut. Cass.

Deliberate 500 yards.

(All ranks below rank of Sergeant).
2nd.—Pte. Newman (D).

Rapid 300 yards.

(All ranks below rank of Sergeant other than marksman or 1st
Class shots at last Classification Course).
2ndL/Cpl. Baker, R.E, (c).

Deliberate 500 yards.

(Same conditions as Rapid 300 yards).
1st.—Pte. Bailey, (c).

Judging Distance.

(All ranks below rank of Corporal).
1st Pte. J. Lee, (D).

Snapshooting Competition.

(Team of four privates).
2nd.—L/Cpl. Trice, (D) Ptes. Lee (D) Newman (D), Thomas (B).

Deliberate 500 yards.

(All ranks who enlisted on or after July 1st, 1922 and having no
previous military service).
1st.— / Pte. Tarbox (c).
\Pte. Bolton (A).

The following were prizewinners in the different
matches :—
OFFICERS.
Snapshooting, 200 yards.
Lieuts. Rowe and Turner.

Rapid, 300 yards.

Lieut. Cass and 2/Lieut. Mallam.

Deliberate, 500 yards.

Lieuts. Hamell Stewart, Stanforth, Crozier, and Rowe.
W.O.'S AND N.C.O.'S
(Above rank of Corporal).

Snapshooting, 200 yards.

Sgt. Wilkins (D).
Sgt. Warner (A)

Rapid, 300 yards.
ALL RANKS.

(Below the rank of Sergeant).

Snapshooting, 200 yards.

Cpl. Ward (A), L/Cpl. Tomlin (D), Pte. Mullinger (D), and Dr.
Knight (H.Q).

Rapid, 300 yards.

Cpl. Ward (A), L/Cpl. Tutt (D), Pte. Sharp (B).

Deliberate 500 yards.

Pte. Thomas (B), Cpl. Beal (H.Q.), Dr. Knight (H.Q.), L/Cpl.
Marshall (D), and Pte. Lee (D).

ALL RANKS.

(Below rank of Sergeant other than marksman or 1st Class shots).

Snapshooting 200 yards.

Cpl. Pack (D),Pte. Mackey(c), Pte. Clarke (B), L/Cpl. Baker, R.E.,(c).
Cpl. Wass (D).

Rapid 300 yards.

Deliberate 500 yards.
L/Cpl. Baker, R.E. (c), Cpl. Pack (D), and Dr. Bowman (H.Q.).
ALL RANKS.

(Who enlisted after July 1st, 1922, ai d having no previous military
service.

Snapshooting 200 yards.

Ptes. Humphrey (D), Charlton (H.Q.), Gudgeon (A), Castle (A),
Viney (A), Goldfinch (B), L/Cpl. Knight (D) and Pte. Tarbox (c).

Rapid 300 yards.

Ptes. Tarbox (c), Burbridge (B), Harcup (A), and Stocker (D).

Deliberate 500 yards.

Ptes. Paskman (D), Brown (H.Q.), Newman (D), Day (A), Breward
(D), L/Cpl. Marshall (D), Ptes. Porrier, (c), Harcup (A), Cooper, A. (B).

Lewis Gun.

(Open to all ranks of Infantry).
Sgt. Wilkins (D), Pte. Lee (D), and L/Cpl. Trice (D).

Vickers Machine Gun.

(Open to all ranks of Machine Gun Platoons).
L/Sergt. Buxton (H.Q.)

Vickers Machine Gun.

(Open to all ranks of Machine Gun Platoons other than marksman
or 1st Class shots).
Pte. Wellard (H.Q.).

Judging Distance.
L/Cpl. Wood (A), L/Cpl. Trice (D), and L/Cpl. Crouch.
Deniy Rifle Pool.

Lieuts. Stainforth, FosterHall, Cass, and Pte. Lee.

Denly Revolver Pool.

Lieuts. Stainforth. Rowe, and Cass.
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2nd Battalion—Continued.
BOXING.
Brigade Open Competition.
This took place on Thursday evening, September 6th,
in the open air ring in delightful weather and an ex
cellent evening's fighting was witnessed. Entries were
limited to one representative per weight in each unit
in the Brigade, including the Pack Artillery R.G.A. who
were attached.
We only managed to win one weight though we were
unlucky not to win the middles. All our representatives
with one exception were novices. Pte. O'Neill is to be
congratulated on winning the Bantams and if he can
only develope a harder punch should prove very useful.
Bdm. Harper put up a plucky fight against Rfn.
McRoughlin of the Royal Ulster Rifles, as also did
L/Cpl. Goodier against L/Cp.. McQuirk of the Prince of
Wales' Volunteers.
L/Cpl. Martin, our middle weight representative,
was knocked out in the 1st Round from a somewhat
lucky blow by L/Cpl. Swann of the Prince of Wales'
Volunteers. He met L/Cpl. Swann again a week later
in a fourround contest and won on points.
RESULTS.
Fly Weights.
(Final).
Pte. Mc Carty (P.W. Vols.) beat L/Cpl. Godfrey, (The Buffs).

Bantam Weights.
(SemiFinal).

(3rd Round).

Pte. Riches (The Buffs, beat Pte. Brambleby (The Buffs).j£

(SemiFinal).

Ns

Pte. Needham (P.W. Vols.), K.O. Pte. Riches (The Buffs).

Middle Weights.
(SemiFinal).

L/Cpl. Meyrick (P.W. Vols.), beat Pte. Cork (The Buffs).

Light Heavy.
(Is2 Round).

Gnr. James (R.G.A.), K.O. Pte. Nelthorpe (The Buffs).
L/Cpl. Langdon (The Buffs) beat Pte. Gudgeon (The Buffs).

(SemiFinal).

L/Cpl. Langdon (The Buffs), beat Pte. Hople (P.W. Vols.).

(Final).

Gnr. James (R.G.A.) beat L/Cpl. Langdon

(The Buffs).

Middle Weights.
(1st Round).

Pte. Cork (The Buffs), beat Rfn. Kennedy (R.U. Rifles).

B.A.D.S.

The Buffs' Amateur Dramatic Society, made a welcome reappear
ance on Saturday, September 8th, in the Y.M.C.A. at Tidworth Pennings
and those who were lucky enough to secure seats,showed their apprecia
tion in no uncertain manner.
Besides being an appreciative audience, they showed that they
knew a good voice when they heard one, especially so, on the two
occasions that Cpl. Bennell sang. L/Cpl. Martin and Cpl. Wilson
" brought the house down " whenever they appeared, and Sgt. Smith's
old favourites were as popular as ever.
Pte. Owen, proved himself a worthy " second string" to our
indefatigable pianist, Cpl. Diamond, and Bdsm. Cary—as usual—
proved himself indispensible as the " man on the spot" behind the
scenes.

Pte. O'Neill (The Buffs), Bye.

(Final).

Pte. O'Neill (The Buffs), beat Rfm. Mc Masters (R.U. Rifles), 011
points.

Light Weights.
(SemiFinal).

Rfn. Mc Loughlin (R.U. Rifles),' K.O., Bdm. Harper, (The
Buffs) in 2nd Round.

Welter Weights.
(SemiFinal).

L/Cpl. Mc Quirk (P.W. Vols), beat L/Cpl. Goodier (The Buffs) on
points.

Middle Weights.
(SemiFinal).

L/Cpl. Martin (The Buffs) walk over.

(Final).

L/Cpl. Swann (P.W. Vols.), K.O. L/Cpl. Martin, (The Buffs) in
1st Round.

BRIGADE NOVICES COMPETITION.

This competition was extended throughout most of our time in
camp, two or more weights being fought off on th: Tuesday and Thurs
day of each week, with the exception of the week during which the
Open Competition took pla:y\
A Novice for this competition was defined as " One who has never
won a Boxing Match whether Competition, Tournament, or Contest,
outside his Regimental Depot." At the moment of writing, the
Bantams and Lights have yet to be fought off, also the final of the
Welter Weights.
In the Light Heavies, L/Cpl. Langdon did well to reach the final,
whilst Boy Watts showed pro nising form in the Fly Weights.
A challenge cup is to be presented to the unit gaining the most
number of points in the whole competition, the method of scoring,
being two points for a win, one point for a lose, no points for a bad
loser.
On the departure of the Royal Ulster Rifles for the Rhine on Sept.
8th the result now lies, between ourselves, the R.G.A., and the Prince
of Wales' Volunteers. Points to date are :—The Buffs, 23 ; Prince
of Wales' Volunteers, 34 ; R.G.A., 18.

Fly Weights.
1st Round.

Pte. Craig (P.W. Vols.), K.O. Boy Hudson (The Buffs).
Boy Catt (The Buffs, beat Boy Manning (The Buffs).
Boy Watts (The Buffs), beat Pte. Jones (P.W. Vols.).

(SemiFinal).

Pte. Craig (P.W. Vols.), beat Boy Catt (The Buffs).
Boy Donovan (P.W. Vols.),, beat Boy Watts (The Buffs.)

Feather Weights.
(1st Round).

Pte. Riches (The Buffs), beat Pte. Ainsworth (P.W. Vols.).
Pte. Pottle (The Buffs), beat L/Cpl. Hall (R.U; Rifles).
Pte. Brambleby (The Buffs) a bye.

(2nd Round).

Pte. Riches (The Buffs, beat Rfn. Mc Masters (R.U. Rifles).
Pte. Brambleby (The Buffs, beat Rfn. Campbell (R.U. Rifles).
Pte. Ashwood (P.W. Vols.) beat Pte. Pottle (The Buffs).

MARRIED FAMILIES' OUTING.
The trip to Studland on the 10th of August, 1923, will always be
remembered by the Married Families, as a Red Letter day.
A start was made by the nine charabancs, from The Verne at
10.30 a.m.
Eight of these held 14 and one 28, and a seat was allowed for each
child who could toddle, a very thoughtful act on the part of the P.R.I.,
which enabled the parents to be free to enjoy the ride.
Major Norman, assisted by Sgt. Whittingham, ably supervised
the en—" Charabanging " and off the cars trailed to Studland, a
distance of about 37 miles. The route taken through Wool, and past
Corfe Castle, was delightfully pretty, part of the journey being through
byelanes with overhanging trees. One of the cars met with an accident
but with no serious consequences, a part of the steering gear snapped
causing both front wheels to collapse, but the occupants were speedily
transferred to the other cars and the journey resumed.
Studland was reached about 1 p.m., and all proceeded to the beach
situated in a secluded spot, affording shelter, and an ideal spot to
Picnic. Weighty boxes, and crates (the latter did not contain Ban
anas) were produced by that little Magician, Whittingham, and every
one satisfied the cravings of the innerman, with a varied assortment
of tasty items which satisfied all.
One tubby little fellow, when asked by his Father if he was thirsty
replied with uplifted eyes, " No Daddy—but full up !
The picnic finished, parties were made up for boating, bathing, etc.,
and the youngsters (also olduns) indulged in paddling : and sports were
held for the Children, and R.S.M. Guerin is to be congratulated on his
excellent management of these.
Colonel and Mrs. Kennedy, Major and Mrs. Norman, Major and Mrs.
Whitaker, also Captain and Mrs. Corney, paid us a visit, and I feel
sure that the sight of the keen enjoyment of all helped to repay them
for their generous and kindly support to the outing.
Sgt. Smith, Cpl. Wilson, and Pte. Woods kept the kiddies in screams
of laughter, and Sgt. Warner, as icecream merchant, has certainly
missed his vocation.
After a good tea and when the kiddies had been " dusted down "
after their glorious rambles, a start was made for home, which was
reached at dusk, the route being through Swanage.
Expressions of deep satisfaction at the days' outing could be heard
on all sides, as the Families wended their way to the Quarters : everyone
felt grateful to Major Norman, Sgt. Whittingham and staff, knowing
so well the endless work that their faultless organization entailed.
Credit is also given to the drivers for the careful handling of their
Cars, a fact to be appreciated in these days.
To The P.R.I.
Yes ! we have no Bananas, Sir, but like Oliver Twist, we ask for
more outings—and hang the Bananas !
" A.B. 70."

THE BAND.

The weather during the first two weeks of our training at Tidworth,
was not all that could be wished for, but now it is grand. We have
taken every opportunity to enjoy sport, and there has been plenty of it.
The Boys played the Officers and Sergeants, a very good game of
football, the Boys winning by 4—2. We wonder what the score would
have been if the Bandmaster had not been playing for the Officers
and Sergeants as it was he who scored their two goals.
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On the 27th August, we gave a concert in the N.A.A.F.I., which was
very much appreciated. The programme was varied, being selected
to suit all tastes, and many comments were passed on the style in which
the classical items were rendered. The expression put into the items,
by the members of the Band, reflects great credit upon their Band
master, Mr. C. B. Hewitt, and he is to be heartily congratulated on the
standard of efficiency to which his Band has attained.
On the 3rd of September, a memorial was unveiled by the 3rd
Division Commander, to the memory of the Overseas Troops who died
at Tidworth during the Great War. The Band of the 2nd Buffs played
for the service, and the Bauds of the 1st P.W. Vols, and I.R.U.R.,
who are also stationed in this camp, formed the choir.
On the 5th of September, the Band rendered another programme
in the Y.M.C.A. tent. The place was crowded, and many who could
not obtain admission, removed the sides of the tent. Great attention
was paid, by the audience, to the rendering of the items, and the
Piccolo Solo rendered by Band Sergt. Barsotti was greatly applauded,
necessitating an encore. There is no doubt that the Band is very much
liked by the men of the Brigade.
The B.A.D.S. gave a concert on the 8th of September, several of
the Band taking part. The Band opened the programme with a
selection, and during the interval, a Zylophone Solo was given by Band
Sergt. Barsotti. This was greatly appreciated and an encore had to
be given. At the close of the concert, the Band played a few uptodate
airs, the audience joining in the choruses. The whole show was a
complete success, and it is generally acknowledged that the Band of
the 2nd Battalion The Buffs is the finest in the Division.

" SEMIQUAVER."

A COMPANY.

Welcome back, Lt.Colonel Potter, D.S.O., but his stay with us
will only be a short one as he is going on the Senior Officers' Course,
at Woking. Capt. Field will take his place as O.C. A Company.
During the first week in camp, there was a Rifle meeting at Bulford
Ranges, and quite a number of our officers won small fortunes. .
No. 1 Section, No. 1 Platoon, A. Company, was entered in the
competition for the best Section in attack, but only secured 4th pi ice.
L/Cpl. Wickham was a most efficient Section Commander and had the
satisfaction of knowing that he secured mast points for the Best Fire
Control. Nos. 3 and 4 Platoons entered for the Platoon in attack
competition, but again we only secured 4th place.
Cpl. Barham has now left the service and is going to settle down to
married life : he will soon be known as P.C. Barham of the Birmingham
City Police Force.

Things we want to know.

Why has Wally Richardson grown a moustache ?
Who was the Fellow in D Company who stuck a Bayonet in his
shoulder whilst on Guard ?

B COMPANY.

Of the original company that was in Aden only a very few remain.
One of the old ones who went out with the Battalion in 1919 has
recently left us. This is Pte. C. Cooper—lovingly known as " The
Battling Bhisti." We all wish him the best of luck on his return to
civilian life.
We did exceptionally well at musketry this year, obtaining an
average of 125. At present, we are the best shooting company, and
as there is only the Headquarter Wing to fire, we consider our position
to be safe.
The Lewis Gun shooting was also very good. Our congratulations
to Bunny Joy for "pulling off" company shot.
Apart from interplatoon games, very little sport has taken place,
but on our return to Portland we hope to get our football team going,
and are looking forward to some budding young sportsmen from the
Depot.
Lt. C. R. B. Knight and Sgt. Robinson recently rejoined the com
pany from The War Office School of Education, and Sgt. Howard,
M.M., will shortly be back from Hythe.
Thirteen of the company are on leave, pending embarkation to join
the 1st Battalion. May the best of good luck be theirs. Some of us
feel a little envious of them as we believe Gibraltar to be a verv nice
station.
The prospects of a winter at the Verne are not very inviting, but
there are possibilities of twentyeight days leave, and persistent
rumours regarding a move to " somewhere in Kent," which greatly
brightens the outlook.

Things we want to know.

Who " I ain't nobody's darlin' " was at Chickerell camp?
How Sgt. Crane of the 1st Battalion is getting on, and if he ever
thinks of certain incidences that happened at Sidi Gaber ?

C COMPANY.

Here we are at Tidworth ! Owing to the weather being so wet,
there has not been a great deal of time for sport, but since being here,
we have played three football matches—two of which we won—
beating " A " Company 3—1, and a team of H.Q. Wing by 5—1, and
losing to " D " Company 1—0.
Several of the " new hands " have turned out to be budding pros,
and will in future, no doubt, be well worth their places in the team.
Much credit is due to Lt. Mallam, who, when he is not polishing
chin straps, runs around and arranges matches.
The Company is at present in the care of Captain and Bt.Major
F. Whitaker, M.C., our previous O.C., Captain Wilkins, M.B.E., being
on leave prior to joining the 1st Battalion.
Captain Hamilton is still at Hythe, on a long musketry course, as
is Sgt. Freeman.

MAPPIN'S
i Campaign' & 'Aviator'

Watches

JfHESE celebrated Wrist Watches, in stout silver cases,
are fitted with fully jewelled movements, compensated
balances, and luminous dials, and are thoroughly recom
mended for reliability una'er every condition of active service.
—
Write for fully illustrated Catalogue.
—

The " Campaign" Wrist Watch on
Pigskin Strap.—Silver £3 : 15 : 0.

The "Aviator" Wrist Wateh with special
" serewin " dust proof movement.—
Silver £3 : 15 : 0

M\PPIN fWr.RB

LONDON: 158162 Oxford St.. W.l. ; 2 Queen Victoria Sr,, E.C.4. ; 172 Regent Street, W»l.
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2nd Battalion—Continued.
Sgt. Hook, Cpl. Hart and 15 other ranks are at present on furlough,
and expect to join the 1st Battalion in Gib. in October. (Sgt. Hook,
we hear, has since been taken off the draft).
L/Cpl. Dray, our Company Clerk, is at Aldershot, on a P. and B.T.
course and doing well.

Things we want to know.

Who trains at Tidworth on doughnuts ?
Is Larry a lady killer ?
Who mistook an airpost, miles from anywhere, for a Head Quarter
Guard ?

D COMPANY.

To many of us, this, our first visit to Salisbury Plain, has been a
bit of an eyeopener. First of all we have really been doing a bit of
work : what with night marches, and dawn attacks and " showing
the picture " in a hundred other different ways, we are really beginning
to learn something about soldiering.
Secondly, we have seen something of the other arms of the service
" in action " which has been new to many of us.
Don't let it be thought, however, from these ' Notes ' that we have
had no games. A weak company side was beaten 4—1 at Football
by the full side of H.Q. Wing, but we turned the tables on them at
Hockey by beating them 2—0, L/Cpl. Tutt securing both the goals.
" Spud " Lee and Ted Pack were as good as ever at back, and Green
land, L/Cpl. Tomlin, L/Cpk Wade, and L/Cpl. Trice, showed that there
is plenty of talent still to be found in the Champion Company.
As regards the Southern Command Rifle Meeting, reported else
where, the lion's share of the prizes found their way into D Company,
and we congratulate Pte. Lee on winning the Command judging dist
ance Competition : also Pte. R. A. G. Newman on winning 1st prize in
one of the young soldiers matches.
Leslie has got a lovely new wrist watch which he won at a Fancy
Dress Dance, at which our C.S.M. was a judge (although of course this
has got nothing to do with it !!)
By the way—we hear that the above mentioned judge, was nearly
thrown out of the Dance for awarding the 1st Ladies Prize to a man
dressed as a woman !!! Really, Sir, we thought you were a better
judge!
" Rum up !" The old familiar cry rang out one wet night in Camp.
You should have seen the " old 'uns ' run. Ted won, but Jim Annan
wasn't far behind. It has been wet, too, some days.
Next week—Mr. Editor—Portland and a spot of leave. What
'opes !!
DON.

Things we want to know.

Who was the L/Cpl. who asked the Captain not to give him much
rum as it made him excited ?
Is it true that Bud
was seen to be marching in step one day,
and has his Section Commander recovered yet ?
Is the ' Quarter' likely to come out on another night show; and
who was his guide ?

THE SIGNAL SECTION.

At present, our Section comprises one Signal Sergeant, one Signal
Corporal, three LanceCorporals, nine trained hands, and four young
hands'. Quite enough, however, to form a Football or Hockey Team,
but sad to say, the necessary talent is very small, but we hope, during
the coming season, to make a name for ourselves.
The Classification for Signallers was held at Tidworth on the 21st
of August. L/Cpls. Field and Miles, Ptes. Pearce, Muncey, Marshall,
Lines, Robinson and Foster were entered and all passed : this was very
satisfactory as when we arrived in England, we had no apparatus
and our knowledge of English procedure was limited. However, by
borrowing instruments from the adjacent Regiments, (three days
before Classification) and with a great amount of swotting, everything
was successful. For this success, we owe a great deal to L/Cpl. Bean,
who had been through an A. l's Refresher Course previous to
Manoeuvres, and who refreshed our knowledge considerably.
Of course, Manoeuvres have given us a verystiff time, as our strength
is just under 50% and 100% communication was required of us, by
the Battalion.

Things w© want to know.

Who, when told to write down YOUR wrote you are, and what
did the Corporal say ?
What did Bruiser say when he got lost on " Night Ops.," and did
he blame the North Star : also what Company marched over his watch
and did he find a watchrepairer in Tidworth ?
What will he say when he reads this ?
Who was the chap, who had to walk six yards to find his station
and got picked up a mile away by one of the Companies whilst on
" Night Ops. ?"
And what does Snaky think of Portland while we are on manoeuvres,
and does he have a hard time ?
When is the Knot going to be tied and will it be a Reef Knot, Clove
Hitch or Barrel Hitch ?
Did the Officer on the Motor Cycle enjoy his raw Turnip, and was he
reflecting on the joys of Manoeuvres ?
T.E.P.

THE HEADQUARTER WING.

Owing to the H.Q. Wing being nearly twice as strong as an ordinary
Company, it has been decided that we shall play as two companies in
the Sports for the Harris Shield : these will be known as A and B
Groups H.Q. Wing. " A " Group is composed of Drums, Signallers,
Band and Transport, and " B " Group of Machine Gunners and Regi
mental Employ. A Group colours are red and blue vertical striped
jerseys with white knickers, and B Group's are chocolate and yellow
with navy and blue knickers. Each Group has its own separate Sports'
Fund and buys its own sports gear.

The whole of the Sports are under the able generalship of Lt. Pen
lington who has recently been transferred to H.Q. Wing to join the
Machine Gun Platoon.
On Saturday, September 8th, we played D Company, and beat
them 4—1. Evidently D Company fancied their chance and challenged
the H.Q. Wing Team instead of A or B Group. Nevertheless, they
gave us quite a good game, although ours was the stronger team,
containing several battalion players.
Our goals were scored by Sgt. Sidwell two, Bds. Day 1, and Pte.
Atkins one.
Sgt. Sidwell made several brilliant dashes up the field and played
a splendid game. Bds. Meddle played his usual cool game at back,
and CJialky White played well at left half. Gillie Godden had several
tries at goal, but was unlucky. Had there been goalposts instead of
flags to mark the goal, he would most likely have scored, but being
difficult to judge, the referee, Cpl. Ward, quite rightly gave the defen
ders the benefit of the doubt. We wish for no better ref. than Buffy
Ward, as he is absolutely impartial in his decisions.
Sgt. Dennis was not quite up to his usual form, but no doubt this
is due to the fact that it was the first match of the season and when he
has his shooting boots in trim, we shall see the difference. Don Martin
was not quite as quick as usual no doubt this was due to the black
berry tart he had just eaten. Jazz Atkins made several dashes at the
goalkeeper when he had the ball and played a good game, but had
hard luck several times. Sgt. Smith, our goalkeeper, had a fairly easy
time as he did not have much to do, the play mostly being in our
opponents' half of the field. Our team was as follows :—
Goalkeeper.—Sgt. Smith ; Backs.—Bds. Middle, Sgt. Drm. O' Dell;
Halfbacks.—Sgt. Dennis, Bds. Baker, Pte. White ; Forwards.—L/C
Martin, Pte. Alkins, Sgt. Sidwell, Bds. Day, Pte. Godden.
On Sunday, September 9th, our 2nd XI. played the Corporals at
Cricket. On the first innings, the Corporals led by 12 runs, the scores
being 79 and 67. In the second innings we shewed what we were made
of, and eventually won by 34 runs. The scores were 64 and 111.
Boy Cummings did well and made top score in our first innings with
21. Ifarper made 16. In the second innings Bds. Baker and Pte.
Harper knocked up 51 between them, Baker scoring 30 and Harper
21.
As regards the fielding, etc., L/C Woods kept wicket well, whilst
Bds. Baker, Meddle and Pte. Deverson (Tiny) did all the damage at
bowling.
Our team was composed of Bds. Meddle (Capt.), Bds. Baker, Day,
Harper, Edwards, Boy Cummings, L/C Woods, L/C Sawkins, Ptes.
Wellatd, Deverson, and Stocken.
" C: " Company challenged the H.Q. Wing Team at football in which
we gave our youngsters a game. They lost by 5 goals to 1.
" D " Company challenged us to a game of hockey and with a weak
team, we lost 2—0. Lt. Hoare played a brilliant game at centre half,
and saved us from a bad defeat.
When we get a proper team going, we expect to reverse this result.
Our team was as follows r
Goal.—Dmr. Knight; Backs.—Sgt. Smith, Sgt. Dmr. O' Dell;
Halfbacks.—Bds. Meddle, Lt. Hoare, White ; Forwards— L/C Martin,
Sgt. Dennis, Cpl. Beale, Bds. Day, Bds. Edwards.
O.S.

Things we want to know.

Is the Signalling Officer fond of turnips, as he was observed in the
middle of a turnip field contentedly munching them, and did his
signallers follow his example ?
Did the cooksergeant drop the sugar bag in the tea by mistake,
on nigh t operations, or was it because the Officers were having some
as well ?

M.G. PLATOON, H.Q. WING.
Sines being at Tidworth, we have had a fairly strenuous time
manoeuvring, etc., and few will be sorry to settle down again at the
Verne, the more so as we have had such rainy weather.
Lt. Penlington has been transferred to us from D Company, and
takes over command of No. 2 Section of the Platoon. He is a very
great addition to our Sports as he is a Battalion hockey and football
player, ffiso cricket. He has taken charge of H.Q. Wing Sports and
we all know that it could not be in more capable hands, and we here
take the opportunity of welcoming him in our midst.
Lt. Hoare and Cpl. Coombs have been to Netheravon on a 16 days
Range, Taking Course, and are with us once more : Cpl. Coomb's
Lucky Lads gave him a fitting welcome back.
Congratulations to Pte. Galpin on winning his bout in the Brigade
Novices Boxing Competition in Welterweights.
We also extend our congratulations to the man who fpund the
M.G. flags after night operations when one search party had failed
to do so ; did he go straight to the spot ?
The Daily Mirror are not the only people who have pets, we have
them also. Gillie Godden, Chippie Austen and Chug Coley are Pip,
Squeak, and Wilfred, as they are always together. Dasher Hart is
Uncle Dick, Jess Wellard is Aunt Emma, and Oliver is Angelina ;
last, but not least, Hills is Felix, the cat.
Squeak started the month badly, by getting a bad attack of C.B.
He puts all the blame on Cissie, as he says she is his unlucky star, so
he has forsaken her and got another one called Ethel. We all hope
he will be more fortunate in future.
I very nearly forgot to mention two more pets. Chalky White is
Wopski and Midgy Walls is Popski. We hope to be able to send a
Photo of the pets for next month's Dragon if the Editor can find room
for it.
Pip and Wilfred are also courting girls in Weymouth, but the
other pets are still bachelors. Pip's girl is called Vera and Wilfred's
is Annie.
O.8.
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Buff Representatives.
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Map showing the Areas into which the county of Bast Kent has been subdivided for the purposes of
organizing and developing the Past and Present Association, The Buffs. The following have very kindly
accepted to act as Buff Representatives in the districts as shown against their names :—MAJOR FOSTER, NO. 1,
DOVER; FT.COL. FELLOWS, NO. 4, CANTERBURY; FT.COL. BADON, NO. 7, ASHFORD ; CAPT. G. WHELER, NO. 8,
FAVERSHAM ; COL. J. BODY, NO. 9, TENTERDEN ; MAJOR A. B. HARDCASTLE FLOYD, NO. 10, CRANBROOK ;
RRIG.GEN. WHITACRE ALLEN, NO. 11, MAIDSTONF; CAPT. W. H. BIRRELL, NO. 12, MEDWAY; BDE.GEN. SIR.
A. FYNDEN BELL, NO. 13, MALLING ; FT. COL. F. BRADLEY—DYNE, NO. 15, SEVENOAKS.
2nd Battalion—Continued.
CRICKET.

Pte. Stocker ...

Out of the eighteen matches arranged, five have been won, eight
lost, four drawn and one abandoned, so that we can be fairly pleased
with the past season since we could only turn out at full strength on
a few occasions.
The side has scored 2,193 runs for 159 wickets, (average 13"8 per
wicket) against our opponents 2,199 for 171 wickets (average 12*8 per
wicket.
L/Cpl. Tutt heads the list with seven catches, with Captain Wilkins,
Lieut. Crozier, L/Cpl. Woods all equal second with five each. Lieut.
Rowe is third with four. L/Cpl. Woods got his five catches all in the
West Stafford match, fielding at point.
Lieut. Penlington and L/Cpl. Woods did most of the work behind
the stumps : the former has got 138 byes against him for seven matches,
has caught three and stumped one, while L/Cpl. Woods has got 63
byes for seven matches, has caught two, but stumped none. Major
Norman has 59 byes against him with no victims at all: all these are
very good performances when one considers how erratic our bowling
is and how fast and bad some of the wickets have been.
Our thanks are due to our umpire, C.S.M. Simon, who has done
good service in all matches and has pleased one and all with his decisions
especially LB.W.
Captain Wilkins leaves us shortly for the 1st Battalion and hi him
we lose our best player, and we shall miss him very much next year.
Name.

Batting Averages.
Number
of
innings.

Times
not
out.

Highest
score.

Total Average.
runs,

L/Cpl. Tutt

...

7

1

24

69

11*50

10

V

30

106

10*60

L/Cpl. Marshall

7

0

22

67

9*57

2/Lieut. Mallam

9

0

18

85

9*44

Bd. Mr. Hewitt

8

0

14

75

9*37

Lieut. Hoare ...

9

1

18

73

9*12

Capt. Hamilton

8

0

38

71

8*87

Sergt. Smith ...

6

0

12

31

5*16

Lieut. HamilStewart

6

2

8

15

3*75

L/Cpl. Woods...

6

0

7

13

2*16

Major Norman

4

1

3

6

2*00

Bowling Averages.
Name.

Overs. Maidens

Runs. Wickets. A verage.

Pte. Scally

53£

14

129

20

6*5

Pte. Stocker ...

55

11

121

15

8*06
8*08

Lieut. Cartwright

9

2

118

349

49*85

Lieut. Rowe ...

38

5

97

12

Capt. Wilkins...

9

1

67

252

31*50

L/Cpl. Tutt

43|

10

98

11

7

b

8*9

Capt. Haymen

58

137

19*57

77|

9

256

21

12*2

Lieut. Crozier...

13

3

44 n.o.

166

16*60

Lieut. Penlington

10

1

31

146

16*22

Lieut. Rowe

10

0

40

127

12*70

Capt. Rice

11

2

34

107

11*88

...

Lieut. Cartwright
2/Lieut. Mallam

27

0

113

9

12*5

Cpl. Farr

35

5

156

10

15*6

1324

14

529

26

20*3

Capt. Wilkins...
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Captain Stronge's Wedding.
H E m a r r i a g e of.
Captain H. C. T.
Stronge and Miss Elsie
Margaret
Burnside,
an
announcement of which
appears later on this page,
was one of the most
fashionable and brilliant
weddings which has been
witnessed in East Kent
for a very long time.
Some time before the com
mencement of the service,
not only the Choir, where
the actual ceremony took
place, but the spacious
Nave was almost entirely
occupied, and the crowds
swelled into the Precincts
and even to the Butter
Market beyond the Christ Church Gate.
In the Choir there was an especially distinguished
assembly of people, which included a considerable
number of Past and Present Buffs of all ranks, and
most of the prominent citizens and residents of the
neighbourhood.
After the ceremony, the bridal party, having passed
through the thronged Nave, made their way, in emerg
ing from the Cathedral, through an arch of swords held
by the officers of the Buffs.
Again, on leaving the Christ Church Gate, the Bride
and Bridegroom proceeded through a Guard of Honour
formed by N.C.O.'s and men of the Buffs Depot, and,
incidentally, they had to endure the ordeal of a veritable
hail of confetti. Capt. and Mrs. Stronge were " towed "
to the Westgate Towers by enthusiastic Buffs N.C.O.'s
and men, the Depot band preceding the car, playing
stirring music.
Canon and Mrs. Burnside afterwards held a reception
at St. Edmund's School, which was attended by a large
number of guests.
Captain and Mrs. Stronge left later in the day,
amidst rousing cheers, for their wedding tour, which is
to be spent in France and Switzerland.
1

Births, Marriages and Deaths.

BIRTHS.
Grant.—At Simla, India, on 22nd August, 1923, the
wife (nee Shackle) of BrevetMajor F. B. Grant,
4th Battalion The Buffs, twin daughters.
Jackson.—On the 27th September, at Fansdowne,
Hythe, to Marjorie, wife of Major J. V. R. Jackson,
The Buffs, a daughter.
MARRIAGES.
Young—Dawkins.—On 20th June, 1923, at Canter
bury, 5987441 Pte. P. E. Young to Daisy Dawkins.
Wright.—Married at Canterbury, 4923. 6278094
F/Cpl. Wright. Wife's name :—Beatrice May.
Address :—" Internos," Vlunsden, Wiltshire.
Spinner—Carter.—At St. Mary's Church, Dover,
George William Henry Spinner, only son of Mr.
and Mrs. G. H. Spinner, to Daisy Edna Carter,
youngest daughter of the late vSgt.Major W. Carter,
the Buffs and the late Mrs. Carter. The bride was
given away by Captain Ernest Carter, M.C. and the
best man was Mr. Reginald Boyce Carter. The
Bride was born in the Buffs at Canterbury.
Stronge—Burnside.—On the 26th September, in
the Cathedral Church of Christ, Canterbury, by the
Rt. Rev. A. M. Knight, D.D., Warden of St. Augus
tine's College, Canterbury, assisted by the Rev.
Canon A. J. Mason, D.D., Canon of Canterbury, and

the Rev. F. H. Burnside, Rector of St. Thomas's,
Brampton, Chesterfield, Captain Humphrey Cecil
Travell Stronge, D.S.O., M.C., eldest son of Mr.
Cecil Stronge, late H.B.M. Consul at Fucerne, and
Mrs. Stronge, to Elsie Margaret, eldest daughter of
Canon and Mrs. W. F. Burnside, St. Edmund's
School, Canterbury.
DEATHS.
Alderton.—On the 30th August, at Crayford, Mr.
Alderton, late C.Sgt. The Buffs.
Carlyon.—On 11th September, at 56 Prince's Square,
W. 2, Colonel George Francis Carlyon, 3rd Battalion
East Kent Regiment (The Bulls), on his 89th
birthday.
«
IN MEMORIAM.
Scrace.—In proud and loving memory of " John,"
beloved only son of John and Adelaide Scrace,
Beacon Fodge, Chatham, B.A., Honoursman,
Peterhouse and Ridley Hall, Cantab, Fieutenant
2/5 Buffs, Pilot, R.F.C., killed on service, August 24,
1918. A loving son, devoted brother, and a faithful
soldier of Christ.

Ex.Regulars and Emigration.

WE

are officially informed that the Army Council
have under consideration the question of
the immigration of exregular soldiers to our overseas
Dominions and Colonies. In the past exsoldiers have
been emigrating individually and under arrangements
unconnected with the War Office, but the Council are
now considering a scheme of " Group Settlement,"
i.e., batches of twenty men all from same Corps, with
their families, being sent to an area of land set apart
for them by a Dominion Government.
It has been ascertained from the Overseas Settle
ment Office that this system is achieving good results
in Western Australia, groups having been organised
and sent out by such organisations as the Y.M.C.A.,
Church Army, Salvation Army, etc., under the Empire
Settlement Act, 1922. No doubt some exregular
soldiers have been included in these batches and are
now being cared for by the organisation responsible
for their emigration.
In this connection however, it is thought that an
opportunity now exists by which the regiment in the
Dominion to which the men's late regiment is affiliated,
can give practical expression to its affiliation by taking
an interest in the welfare of their imperial comrades
settling overseas.
It is thought that perhaps it would be possible for
the affiliated Dominion regiment to become the overseas
counterpart of the Old Comrades' Associations at home,
and generally take these men under their aegis.
As regards the regiments of the Imperial Army,
it is thought that perhaps it would be possible for them
to assist their comrades in their Dominion affiliated
regiment in such matters as looking after their welfare
if, and when they come to the United Kingdom, or
by assisting them by tracing and keeping in touch with
relatives at home.
In regard to the above, the War Office is asking all
Regiments to report for the information of the Army
Council, showing :—
(a) Whether any such mutual arrangements as
referred to above already exist.
(b) Whether such mutual arrangements are con
sidered possible.
(c) Whether any such mutual arrangements are
contemplated.
(The Dominion Regiment to which the Buffs is affiliated
is the Queen's Own Rifles of Canada. Ed.).

THE DRAGON

Some Reminiscences

363

(iContinuedf).
BY COLONEL R. S. H. MOODY, LATE THE BUFFS.
Y the time the second battalion reached Mullingar
white flowing whiskers exhausting their poor soft bodies
several changes had of course taken place in it.
to ensure retention of their rich soft billets.
Major Daubigny had retired and the Hon. Henry Parnell
When I returned to Mullingar, Addison having died,
from the depot taken his place. Fieut. H. C. J ackson
Backhouse was Musketry instructor and I was appointed
was now Adjutant and my own skipper, H. S. Nield
his assistant and so became tied to the ranges for a long
had exchanged with another who was hated in the
time.
company. Nield was a sad loss, he was very good to
MAURITIUS.
me, though he did tell me that I was only of use for one
It was in the spring of 1876 that the first great
thing, and that was for looking over a high wall.
change I had known came upon the second battalion,
The men of C company showed their dislike to their
we were for foreign service and in May, D, B and H
new Captain in a curious way which could hardly be
Companies were made up to full strength and embarked
taken official notice of. It was Christmas, and as usual,
for the island of Mauritius under the command of Major
one room was decorated. The walls were covered with
John Blakesley. Now the making up of these Com
the customary sentiments in ornamental lettering.
panies implied taking practically all the useful soldiers
There was a large space of whitewashed wall on each
out of the other five and leaving them only the staff
side of the fireplace.
On the left of these spaces was
employed men and a few others.
inscribed " Fong life to Fieut. Moody," and on the other
I was to have gone as acting Adjutant and musketry
was a most conspicuous blank. What was the Captain
instructor, but temporary illhealth caused me to be
to think when he visited at the dinner hour ? He did
cast as not, at that time, fit for foreign service : so
not stay long with us for he was not popular in the
Julius Backhouse, though belonging to the H.Q. Staff,
officers' mess.
went instead and I took over the home musketry work
in his place. The senior Captain (Felix Jones) was
MULLINGAR AND HYTHE.
with the detachment as was Tish now at last promoted
Mullingar was not a bad quarter. There was hunting
Captain of E Company.
to be enjoyed and trout fishing in the lakes in the due
When the Mauritius detachment had gone,, the Head
^season. Poppy Wild, described by the late Captain
Quarter Companies at Mullingar were filled up with
Cotmellan as the best all round sportsman he had ever
hundreds of soldiers from other regiments who desired
met, tried to make a fisherman of me but it could not be
to serve abroad. It was supposed that The Buffs were
done.
for Singapore and later on for India and the majority
It was from Mullingar that I proceeded to the School
of the men who joined had served in the East before and
of Musketry at Hythe. I don't think I ever experienced
liked the life. Taking them all round we got a very fine
such nonsense as was the course in those days. It
lot of oldish soldiers and some, such as Tom Shong and
merely consisted in learning the red book by heart and
Collingwood, were very exceptional men.
going through an ordinary drill and shooting exercise
The summer of 1876 was utilised in settling the new
as every private had to do.
Buffs into the ways and feelings of the old regiment,
The instructors consisted of a Fieut.Colonel, two
drilling them hard till they came up to Colonel Pearson's
Captains and two lieutenants with a lot of N.C.O.'s
standard, and putting every man through a course of
The latter were useful for drilling squads of officers and
musketry which was my job and which kept me busy
putting them through the shooting course, but the rest
enough.
of the instruction could easily have been done by a fairly
It was not till October 3rd that we embarked for
intelligent hoard school mistress as it consisted merely
foreign service and our destination was changed to the
in hearing us boys say our lessons. However no mus
Cape of Good Hope because of rumours of native wars
ketry instructor and what is more no adjutant could be
. in that region.
. appointed unless he held a first class certificate from
The Battalion embarked at Dublin on a steamer
Hythe. My own time here was perhaps somewhat
called the Saint Fawrence, which had been fitted as a
out of the common for the following reason :
trooper and the band, drums, women, children and
colours went on board with the rest. She was a nasty
At the period of the Army's history of which I write,
dirty little ship full of rats, very stuffy and* only
officers on retirement were given an honorary step in
capable of steaming about nine knots. When we got
rank, so that all commanding officers, if they retired,
down into the tropics the fug of the hoop decks was
did so as Major Generals. Again, besides regimental
indescribable and the women's quarters were hardly
promotion there was regular advancement by brevet,
better.
so that an old Captain would find from The Times
DISCIPLINE.
one morning that his name was in the Gazette as a
BrevetMajor because, without his knowing it, he had
The following is given here as an example of the
risen to be the senior Captain in the Army.
discipline in force at this period.
A small fatigue party had been employed in shifting
The appointment of Volunteer Adjutants was for
some stores for the purser and one of the men seized
life, and promotion went on the whole time so that a
the
opportunity to help himself to three red herrings.
man could go to an Auxiliary Corps as a Captain and
He was tried by Court Martial for theft and sentenced
stay there as a brevet major, brevet Fieut.Colonel
to twentyfive lashes.
and brevet Colonel and then retire as a MajorGeneral.
Next morning at dawn the battalion paraded on
At the time I was at Hythe attempts were being made
deck, the women being kept below. The culprit was
to alter this absurd state of things and an order came
brought up and the proceedings of the Court read out
out that all Militia and volunteer Adjutants were to have
by the adjutant. He was then stripped of his shirt and
first class musketry certificates. This drove many into
lashed up. Two strong drummers, one armed with the
civil life but a few resolute old men turned up at the
cat, fell in alongside with the Drummajor to count the
Hythe School and fell in with the squads of young men
strokes and the Doctor in case of collapse and it was
under N.C.O.'s and sweated away like heroes at aiming
only at the earnest entreaty of the ship's Captain that the
drill, strengthening the left arm so as to hold the rifle
flogging was at the last moment remitted.
steady when firing standing, and so on. I have never
forgotten the brave old things full of port wine and with
(To be continued).
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Flanders Today.
THE FORWARD AREA.
The Battlefield outside is gone. One should not say
that regretfully, "but it was, as at Armentieres, a little
disappointing only to be able to find one's way on a
road. The road up to St. Jean, which old 1st Battalion
members will recollect, has new cottages alongside it.
The place where a barrier stood and where picks and
shovels were drawn for a night's digging near St. Jean
or Wieltje has its new houses. Saplings have been
planted alongside the road to replace the shattered
poplars. St. Jean is partially rebuilt, but no trace of
the church exists. So bare is the country, that from
St. Jean or Wieltje, one can now look right across to
Hooge and Hill 60. We found the graves of Colonel
Geddes and General Julian Hasler in White House
Cemetery just near St. Jean and a little further up, at
Wieltje, quite by chance, we came upon that of Colin
Blythe, greatest of slow bowlers. One's thoughts
went back at once to the St. Fawrence ground where
many of his triumphs are remembered to this day.
It is a far cry from a comparatively unknown Belgian
village to Canterbury but somehow, the distance has
been lessened by these bonds forged in the years of loss.
We walked about the fields for some time, passing
Verlorenhoek with its large French Cemetery and the
site of Potijze Chateau and wood. A few overgrown
cellars are all that remain here and of the great trees
there are about four or five trunks which appear to have
been preserved. J udging by the fields which we saw in
the Forward area outside Ypres, many years will pass
before tin, wire and other metal debris will be quite
eradicated from or absorbed by the ground. The
shell cases, bully beef tins, the odd starfish looking fuse
keys of shrapnel rusted to earth colour lie over all the
ground, and in one place the roadside was covered with
the rubber fishhead caps of shrapnel shells. It says
something for the quality of the rubber that it has
not entirely perished after all this time.
THE MENIN GATE.
We walked back to the town by the Menin road and
entered the Square by the Menin Gate. Cafes have
.sprung up round this place of evil memory and the
grey overgrown ramparts, pockmarked by shot and
shell through many sieges, still stand and look as ever
they did. There is, I believe, in projection a memorial
gateway for the Menin Gate. Perhaps it is the most
practicable memorial, but one cannot help thinking
that a gateway, even of beautiful and dignified design,
will be incongruous. The Menin Gate, for thousands
of men, is a big scar in the ramparts and for them
at any rate no memorial gateway is needed. It is
doubtful whether those who never knew the horror of
that hideous exit will be impressed by a new archway.
There was only one memorial possible at Ypres and that
was to leave it as it was in November, 1918. The
City has been rebuilt, therefore a memorial here or
there makes little difference.
POPERINGHE AND VLAMERTINGHE.
We motored down the old road to ' Pop ' through
Vlamertinghe and between the hopgardens and the
woods which once were full of horse and mule lines
and hutments. All is peaceful now. The ' Pop '
road trees suffered much less than others and the
poplars are much as they were on a May evening when
the 1st Battalion marched up to the Huts on the Brielen
Road where by great misfortune Fieutenant Taylor
and some thirteen men were buried by an eight inch
Naval shell a few days later.
Vlamertinghe seems prosperous and the church is
restored. Many will remember the night when two
great shells hit and burned it out. The Calvary still
stands at the Crossroads and Goldfish Chateau which

practically escaped injury, because, it is said, to the
fact that Von Bissing owned it, stands above its trees as
ugly as ever. The same can be said of Poperinghe as
of Vlamertinghe. Shops are open ; houses are patched
and reroofed and life is approaching normality. Shops
and cafes hear titles allusive to the war ; "a l'obus
allemande," or " au soldat francais," " aux Allies"
and so on. Those names will remain.
THE COURAGE OF A PEOPLE.
I wonder sometimes whether they have long
memories in Flanders and whether they say, as one so
often hears in England, " Oh, I'm sick of the war. I
don't want to read or hear anything more about it."
What the Belgians and the French of the Nord have
got is very great courage and determination. Those
who would require confirmation of this statement,
have only to go and see how they have cleared up a
colossal mess and raised up cities and villages, where
only shelltossed rubble lay five years ago.
" Quiet once more, your walls in Peace you rear,
And in your fields no longer does grim Death,
Hurling his bolts, stalk with malicious leer,
And in the sky the birds unharmed draw breath."

The Smith Shield.
T H E accompany
ing inset is the
snapshot submitted by
Pte. R. J oyner, ' C'
Company,
1st
Bat
talion The Buffs, and
which was awarded
a prize of 12/6. Here
is what Pte. J oynes
writes in regard to it.
" This
snapshot
was taken in March,
1915, at Armentiers, by
a Naval Officer (Mr.
vSinith) who named the
shield " The Smith
Shield " : it was his
own patent.
He asked for men
from " The 1st Buffs "
to put it to its test, and
the photo shows an attack being made on a house
which had to be bombed. It was a V shaped armour
plated shield on four wheels and mounted on top was a
machine gun : the shield had six port holes, and had
a twelve foot rod and through this rod were six bars,
two men to each bar. The gun team consisted of two
Gunners, four Riflemen, four Bombers and two Carriers.
The following are the names of the crew :—Ptes.
R. Joyner, Blackman, White, Thomas, Davis, Arman,
Bedding, J. Smith, Adams, H. Smith, S. Smith, and
Marshall; the lastnamed man is wearing a beard and
he was the last man in the 1st Battalion to keep his
beaver.
This photo should recall old memories to many of
the 1st Battalion when they were relieved from the
trenches on January 1st, 1915, when from the Colonel
downwards everyone was wearing a beaver.
The object of this shield was to clear the Fille road,
but the attack was cancelled, and the shield was not
used again until we arrived at Ypres when it did some
good work taking an advanced position from the Germans
in the St Jean area on or about the 20th of July, 1915.
We had only one casualty and that was Mr. Smith
(the Naval Officer).
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MINERAL WATERS
As supplied to the leading families of the
neighbourhood, the Officers' Messes, and the
principal Hotels and Clubs
oOXKoo

E, BING & SON
Chemists, and Mineral Water
Makers
—
— CANTERBURY

1I7E CATER FOR
VV
SPORTS CLUBS

Phone :—81, Canterbury.

GEORGE BROWNING
BUILDER & CONTRACTOR
ST. GEORGE'S PLACE
CANTERBURY

J . GOODGER
|f 00Dfe:<2ti0Der

By supplying the VERY BEST

Sports Requisites
Mr. Secretary—May we quote you for
your Season's Requirements ?

FINN'S STORES

St. Margaret's Street

CANTERBURY

E. JARRETT
32 PALACE STREET, CANTERBURY

Greengrocer, Fruiterer,
and Potato Merchant

21

Havelock Street
Canterbury

Wedding, Christening and Birthday Cakes
Patronised by the
Sergeants' and Corporals' Messes of The Buffs

J. HUNT & SONS
Drapers,
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Ibouse
LARGE

STOCKS
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&
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CLASS
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1—6 Mercery Lane, CANTERBURY

ST. LAWRENCE LAUNDRY CO LTD.
OLD

DOVER ROAD
CANTERBURY

OFFICERS' WORK A SPECIALITY

POPULAR

PRICES

MOTOR CYCLE TAXIS
(seating two people).

INSPECTION INVITED

SUITS DRY CLEANED & PRESSED
EXPEDITIOUSLY & WELL
PHONE—45 CANTERBURY

TELEPHONE 287.

SARACEN'S HEAD.
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ESTABLISHED 1841

GIBBS & SONS
General

printers

42 & 43 PALACE STREET
CANTERBURY
BOOK and CATALOGUE WORK.

W.

Established over 120 Years

H. & G. SIMONDS, Ltd.
Brewers, Wine & Spirit Merchants

READING
Under same control and Management:—

SOUTH BERKS BREWERY Co., Ltd..
Newbury.

Unrivalled facilities for the Supply of NAVAL, MILITARY
and AIR FORCE CANTEENS and MESSES

Branch Stores and Offices

Hants

SHORNCLIFFE (and for Chat
ham, Dover, Sandgate and
South
Eastern
District)
Maekeson & Co., Ltd., The
Brewery, Hythe, Kent.
SLOUGH (and for HaltonCamp,
Windsor, Egham, Datchet,
etc.)High Street, Slough
SWANSEA—43 Orchard Street.
WOKING—(and for Chertsey,
Weybridge,
Walton  on 
Thames, Cobham, Guildford,
Bisley Camp, etc.) 88 Chert
sey Road.
WOOLWICH—(and for Colch
ester, Sheerness, ShoeDuryness
and Warley) — 51 Artillery
Place, S.E*, 18.
MALTA—311 Strada Reale and
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 Right
Marina, Valetta.

BRJI S^ I S^'^ Rue

SA MSO N
NEWSAGENT and TOBACCONIST
PERIODICALS DELIVERED.

9 THE BORO', CANTERBURY.

WILLIAM LEFEVRE, LTD.

and

THE TAMAR BREWERY, DEVONPORT

HASTINGS— 51 Robertson St.
T ONDON—32 York Road, Lam
beth, S.E. 1.
LUDGERSHALL — (and for
Andover and Salisbury Plain)
Tidworth Road.
OXFORD—30 Queen Street and
1 Cowlev Road.
PLYMOUTHThe Tamar Brew
ery, Devonport, and 6 The
Octagon, Union Street, Ply
&
District f°r
PORTSMOUTH—(and for Gos
nort. Isle of Wight, Southern
District and Channel Islands—
33 Marmion Road, Southsea;
and 69 Hyde Park Road,
Southsea.
[Stores.
SALISBURYFishertonBrewery

designer

64, 66, 68 HIGH STREET
HYTHE, KENT

ESTIMATES GIVEN

ALDERSHOT (MilitaryBranch)
Farnborough Street, Farn
borough Hants.
BRIGHTON—(and for Seaford,
Horsham, &c.) 4 CastleSquare.
FARNBOROUGH — (and for
Royal Militory and Staff
Colleges. Sandhurst)  Farn
borough Street, Farnborough,

N I N N E S

^Te6aCCist

TYPE SET BY MACHINERY

MACKESON & Co., Ltd.,
Hythe, Kent.

B.

des

Ateliers, BruxellesMaritnne,
Bruxelles.
EGYPT, SOUDAN, PALES
TINE — Agent: Mr. J. B.
Caffari, Military Contractor,
Cairo.

Call attention to their departments for

HOUSEHOLD LINEN, DRAPERY,
FURNITURE, FLOOR COVERINGS,
BEDSTEADS and BEDDING
AND

COSTUMES, BLOUSES, MILLINERY
AND

Everything for Ladies' & Children's wear
There is a larger variety at lower
prices to be seen in the shops and
windows of William Lefevre, Ltd. in
Guildhall Street and Sun Street.
All prices are invariably the keenest
in the district and the courtesy and
attention given to customers by our
excellent staff make shopping here a
p l e a s u r e
.
.
.
.

Patterns, Quotations and Estimates are gladly sent
to enquirers. Carriage is paid on all goods and post
orders have very careful attention

WILLIAM LEFEVRE, LTD
Guildhall & Sun St., Canterbury
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PUMIJ
IN PRAISE; OF Some grow melancholy at this time of
AUTUMN.
the year and lament the passage of the
long bright days (when any such have
occurred). The Minor Poet rouses himself from lethargy
and searches for epithets wherewith to label the year's
decline. But there must be something to compensate
us for the death of Summer. I turn to my daily paper
for it—here in London we are all slaves of the printed
sheet—and find moving accounts of how West Widnes
United triumphed over the Sheffield Vampires by the
" odd goal in three." In the photographic section
I see snapshots of their redoubtable champions leaping
skyhigh in praiseworthy endeavour to crack each others'
heads. I learn too that at Scarborough hardy English
men are playing " Festival " Cricket with ' morituri te
salutamus ' on their lips. And then last of all the
London fog will soon be with us. I don't see why we
should lament. We ought to emigrate ! !
sj«

*

*

*

*

*

THE PARADOX Unfortunately all the paragraphists in
OF TROPICAL the Daily Press have commented on the
FRUIT.
great phrase that has done more to
improve international relations than
any previous ' slogan' excepting perhaps " keep
smiling." I read that seriousminded French business
men now bow to each other o'mornings at La Bourse
with " Oui, nous n'avons pas des bananes," and that
even at C
u the other day an officer of high degree,
while leading his men ashore during the desperate
struggle which resulted in the final occupation of the
Island, was heard to encourage his troops forward
with " There will be bananas for all, my children."
*
*
*
*
THEIR
Away in Chicago are two men to whom
REWARD. such incidents as the foregoing must be
as sweet music. To know that the fruit
of their brains is on the brains of the whole of Europe
must compensate them for having to live where they
do and also for the extra work entailed by filling in super
tax forms.
*

*

*

itself and, indeed, his employer was ignorant of his
claim to it. Finally there came a summons from Court
which could not be ignored. At first the butler was
disinclined to go to Buckingham Palace to receive the
decoration and said that as he had no relations to
accompany him there seemed no reason why he should
not just apply for it to be posted to him. The patriotic
soul of the lady was inflamed and she would not hear
of it. No, she said she would be proud to accompany
him to the Investiture. It was therefore so arranged
and, on arrival at The Palace, a Court Official received
them. Noticing that the exoflieer was accompanied
by a lady he said " Will your wife kindly follow me
to the place reserved for relatives ? " The lady inter
posed quickly, " No, no, Not wife, mistress, please ! "
History does not relate whether the official recovered
soon or whether the ceremony proceeded with delay.

*

THE CAPITAL Forgive the intrusion of a personal word.
DIFFICULTY The Editor is a longsuffering man.
OF THE GOSSIP He waits patiently for copy and accepts
WRITER.
it in the spirit in which it is offered.
But he demands that these notes should
be topical. In the three weeks preceding the task of
writing what disfigures or embellishes this page I go about
my ways with an eye to a bit of ' copy ' and on numerous
envelopes of unposted letters I jot down data for future
scintillations. Some of the envelopes get lost; others
get posted but I am always left without a note and with
a blank mind when I sit down to write.
*

.OUT

*

A QUESTION I heard a story the other day that is
OF TERMS, worth retelling. Not long after the war
there returned as Butler to the Service
of a Lady who lives in one of the home counties, a
young fellow who had attained commissioned rank and
had gained the D.S.O. during the War. For a long time
he had avoided applying for the bestowal of the order

EXKRUS
The talk in the family circle turned
CHENATING ! recently on the gloomy forebodings
of certain Scientists as to the uncom
fortable things that may happen in the next war. The
violet or purple ray which snuffs out aeroplanes at any
height was mentioned. The possibilities of poison gas
also had some attention. The younger brother then
observed that he had heard of the discovery of a sub
stance of which as much as would be contained in a
man's hand could blow England out of the water.
Whereupon the youngest brother who had followed
the conversation wfith a certain amount of incredulous
scorn, remarked, " Yes, and I've heard of a substance,
of which as much as would cover a sixpence, if placed
in a cup of tea
"
It was enough ; the gloom was pierced.
" IF WINTER AS I write hundreds of devotees of the
COMES."
author of the painful experiences of
" Mark Sabre " are flocking to The Palace
Theatre to see the film of the novel. I propose to go
as soon as possible for one reason only, namely to observe
certain old friends performing that part of the Film
which represents the march of " The Pinks " to the great
war from " Tidborough." And with an eye still keen
on the niceities of military detail I shall constitute
myself Dramatic Critic Extraordinary (Unpaid) to
The Dragon.
*

MR. PUNCH
AGAIN.

*

*

*

With pleasure we observe fresh evidence
of the interest shown by The First
Humorist in the world in things affecting
ourselves. In the issue of the 19th of September, Mr.
RavenHill has illustrated the following incident which
recently ^enlivened, for the C.O. and Adjutant at
anyrate, a gruelling day's Battalion Training on
Salisbury Plain.
2nd Battn. Officer (to solitary 2nd Battalion en
thusiast advancing). What are you supposed to be ?
The Enthusiast : I represent a section, sir, but I've
sent out two scouts andM'm one of them."
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The Borrowers' Club.

CHAPTER I.
O you beloug to the Borrowers' Club ? " was Peter's
greeting to me on my return to the Regiment from
a tour in the East.
I was just trying to think out a reply like " yes !
we've no bananas ! " or soniething equally idiotic,
when again Peter, who stood in the doorway of the
room I was hoping to share with him, repeated the
absurd question and added :—
" This is a question to which I must have a reply,
before you enter the gates of this dwelling."
I informed him that I was a member of no clubs,
since the subscriptions were too much for a poor man
like myself, and that I had never even heard of the Club
he mentioned.
Peter gave a sigh of relief, and at once showed me
into his quarters, and called his man to show mine where
everything should go.
" Now," he said, " let us adjourn to the Mess."
1 wondered at his sudden change of bearing and
subject; however I treated the matter as a slight mental
lapse 011 Peter's part, as all soldiers are liable to be
slightly mentally deficient after ten years' service,
and was soon busy greeting, and being greeted by, my
brother officers. The subject did not crop up again,
until we went to bed that night and then I tackled him.
" Look here, Peter," I said, " what the deuce were
you talking about when you asked me if I belonged to
some absurd Club or other."
" Oh," he said. " Nothing much. There is nothing
to worry about. You will no doubt discover its exis
tence in due course."
" Don't be so damned secretive," I said. " Surely
you can tell me more than that."
But Peter would not budge. He said he did not
know the rules, subscription, or anything about the
Club at all, except that there were a number of members
in the Regiment, and that he would point them out to
me some time.
In a few days' time I had forgotten all about the
matter, and was soon busy doing my Orderly Officer,
and trying to win the confidence of my superiors and
the respect of my inferiors, which seemed a weary and
well nigh impossible job.
CHAPTER II.
J ack Smithers, an old friend of mine, came leisurely
into my room one lazy Sunday morning in a charming
mood.
" What a topping room you have got," he said.
" Everything so neatly arranged."
" So glad you like it," said I. "I always believe in
being comfortable if possible."
" Jolly good idea," said he, sitting down and stretch
ing out his legs.
" Jolly book this. Suppose you could'nt lend it
to me for a bit." '
" Certainly," I said. "But take care of it, as it is
rather a valuable edition."
" Oh rather ! " said he. " I'll bring it back tomor
row. Only want to glance through it you know."
Then he left and I continued dressing. I was not
to be left in peace for long. In came Peter with three
other fellows all dressed up to go shooting and arguing
furiously.
"I can't come," said one. " Of course you can,"
said another. " No I can't," he repeated. " First of
all I'm Orderly Officer, and secondly I have'nt got a
gun." " Oh, that's easily fixed,
Bobby," said he
turning to me, with an expression that I fancied he used
on wayward women, and which I guarantee would melt
a stone. " You're not doing anything today, are you ? "
" Well, I had thought of calling on Mrs
" Oh, you don't want to go there. 'Rotten stuffy
house, bad tea, and nothing hut shop and scandal.
Answer for Billy, there's a good chap."

D

" Right you are," I said. " But he'll have to pay
me back."
" Splendid," said Billy. " Do the same for you any
day. You're a brick."
" By the way, Bobby," said Billy. " Since you
are staying in, you won't want your gun will you, you
might lend it to me, and I'll be yours for ever."
Now I rather dislike lending a valuable gun, and
I said as much.
" Oh come on," said Peter. " He won't hurt it.
And after all, there is no point in you answering for
him if you don't lend it to him."
" Oh very well," I said. " There it is." " Mind
you bring it back."
With many promises and apologies they withdrew,
and I started to prepare myself for the Orderly Officers'
troubled day.
CHAPTER III.
The following Friday Peter and I decided to try
and have a go at a covey of partridges we had seen the
preceding day. I told my man to get my gun ready,
but he replied it was nowhere to be found. I then
remembered that I had lent it to Billy, and I told
my man to go and fetch it. He came hack to say
that Mr. Williams was sorry but he had left it at his
aunt's house last Sunday, and would be sure to get it
next time he went there. So my shooting trip came
to an end.
" What an ass you are," said Peter. " Fancy
lending your gun to Billy. Of course you'll never
see it—at any rate, not until the shooting season is
over." He belongs to the Borrowers' Club."
For the first time the significance of his words struck
me, and I then discovered that most of the things I
wanted, clothes, guns, fishing rods, polo sticks, field
glasses, haversack, hats, coats, in fact practically any
thing of general utility had disappeared. I sent for my
servant and asked him where my coat was.
" Oh, I lent that to Mr. Gordon, Sir. His man came
over and said that Mr. Gordon had your permission
for this to be done."
" Nothing of the kind," I said. " Get it at once,
and don't lend anyone anything again until I tell you to."
Things went from bad to worse and I found to my
dismay that nearly all my valuables were in other
people's possession. Either my servant or Peter had
lent them and when taxing the latter he said,
" Oh yes, I did lend your soandso. I thought
you would not mind, hut quite forgot to tell you."
CHAPTER IV.
It took me the best part of six months to get my
belongings back, and some I have still not recovered.
I now have a list of people to whom I do not lend things,
and it is an interesting study. They are usually people
with lots of money and delightful manners, irresistible
in their charm, fellows who would lend you their last
sock, had they one to lend. Strangely enough they
never have anything to lend anyone. On the Move
their kit hardly exists at all—they appear to have so
little.
Yes, I have come to know the members of the Bor
rowers' Club and I have really never forgiven Peter for
not telling me who they were. He said it saved losing
his own things for a bit while they experimented on me.
They will experiment no more. I have a.Yale Lock
on my door, and my man has my special instructions
regarding visitors. Also I have become, if not before,
an expert liar.
xAwfully sorry old man " I say—a picture of
innocence—" only wish I had one to lend you, but
unfortunately I have not,"—which is, now I come to
think of it, exactly what the members of the Club always
say.
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Pick of the Basket.
A LINE FROM PARIS.
Dear Sir,
I am enclosing a British Treasury Note for 10/
to renew my subscription to The Dragon. It is rather
a complicated matter to send 15/, but I am very pleased
to send at least something to help along the objects
which you have in view.
The Dragon is to me the sole means of keeping in
touch with The Buffs—but I should always be glad if
anyone who remembers me and is passing through Paris
would look me up or get in touch with me at the offices
of the International Chamber of Commerce, 33 Rue
Jean Goujon, Paris.
With best wishes to you in your work.
Yours very truly,
A. C. SILVER WOOD COPE.
33 Rue Jean Goujon,
Paris.
FROM W. AFRICA.
Dear Sir,
If it is of any interest to the old members of the
6th Battalion, they will be pleased to know that 'Arry
of " Maudlin " fame is very close to the one and only
Roger Page : he is an A.D.C. at Korforidua, let it not
be said an Army A.D.C., but one of the real G and B
types of the Gold Coast. I also have had the pleasure
of meeting Capt. and Mrs. R. H. W. Baker at
Seccondee.
Through your columns will you please convey my
congratulations to Lieut. Rowe on his successes at the
Aldershot Athletic Meeting, I was very pleased to read
all about it in the Athletic News.
You asked me recently to let you have the tale of
" Maudlin and Corpus Christi," as this tale also involves
Capts. Turk and Connell of the 6th, if they give their
sanction I will let you have it.
My kindest regards to all I know, and wishing you
every success, for your 5,000 (not pounds, numbers).
Yours sincerely,
H. AYRY,
Late 6th Battalion.
West Africa.
CAP BADGES.
Sir,
On looking over the June number of The Dragon
which I see fairly frequently, I noticed (p. 194) that
one of your contributors was puzzled by a capbadge
bearing a unicorn, with the motto " In Malos Cornu.'
This was the badge of the 9th (Mississauga) Horse,
a militia (yeomanry) light horse corps in Toronto.
Originally raised early in the century as "Peter's Horse,"
it became the 9th Horse about 1904 and later The
Mississauga Horse.
It did not proceed overseas as a unit, but its entire
personnel wangled their way into other corps, par
ticularly the Eastern Ontario Regt. and the 2nd and
4th Canadian MountedRifles. Three of their officers,
serving with the 2nd Battalion Eastern Ontario Regt.
were killed at St. Julien, April 23rd, 1915. I met one
of them at Wieltje earlier in the day, and he was then
wearing his old 9th Horse badge.
In the postwar reorganization of the militia, the
Mississauga Horse were absorbed or replaced by the
2nd Ontario Mounted Rifles, headquarters at Toronto.
Yours very truly,
H. R. ALLEN,
Major,
The Toronto Regiment.
The Canadian Military Institute,
Toronto.

THE BENEVOLENT FUND.
Dear Sir,
I have enclosed donation of 21/, being one shilling
for every year's service in the Regiment, hoping that
All Ranks who, like myself, have had the honour to
serve in the one and only Regiment, the 3rd of Foot,
may do likewise, and thus help swell the Benevolent
Fund.
If all would only send along sixpence for every year
of service in the Regiment it would, I am sure, place the
Fund on a better footing than it is at present.
27 Alma Street,
Canterbury.

Yours faithfully,
H. SANGAR.

FROM A STAUNCH FRIEND.
Dear Sir,
I want to mention how kind the 2nd Battalion
Sergeants' Mess has been to me considering the short
time I was with them ; a period of not quite two years.
Since the 2nd Battalion has been at Portland, the
Sergeants' Mess has sent me a massive silver watch
suitably inscribed. I am very pleased with this
present and shall cherish it for life, (even the case when
the inside refuses to work.)
I am very proud to have been attached to the Buffs
because everyone I talk to, seems to have been with
them somewhere, and they also say, " A Fine Regiment.'
I think I sometimes annoy the people here, because in
an argument, I generally quote the Buffs. Sometimes
I expect them to say " Clear off back to the Buffs."
When I arrive home, and if there is a vacancy in one of
the Battalions, I will apply to go to one of them.
Congratulations to Mr. Rowe winning those two
championships at Aldershot. I am glad to see that the
2nd Battalion are letting other units know they have
arrived home. I am now anxiously waiting to hear that
they have won a couple of Boxing Championships.
Congratulations also to Mr. A. W. Andrews for
obtaining Quartermaster of the 1st Battalion. The
2nd Battalion will miss him, hut it does not matter,
he is still in the Buffs.
I pass my Dragon to the Mess here and the Artillery
N.C.O.'s are quite interested in it, and say " That's
something like a Regimental Journal."
2nd Indian, D.A.C.,
Royal Field Artillery,
Hyderabad, Sind.

Yours faithfully,
A. T. REDSHAW.
A. E. Corps.

A SUGGESTION.
Dear Sir,
Since here on leave I have met approximately 200
of the old Regiment, and only a few, much to my
surprise, take The Dragon in.
What do you think of this as a suggestion ? That a
meeting be called either in Chatham or Gillingham for
for all exBuffs with a view of course to strengthen the
Past and Present Association, and above all, to get
more to take the paper in. I am sure something could
be done to keep the old members of the Regiment in
touch with each other. I have told several of my
suggestion who have given me assurance of their
presence should such a meeting take place.
20 Elm Road,
Gillingham,
Kent.

I am, Sir,
Yours faithfully,
A. W. ANDREWS.
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The Water we drink.
(Being the sixth of a series of articles on Hygiene in
Barracks specially written for The Dragon by Capt.
J. E. Enright, late The Buffs, Member of the Institute
of Hygiene).
N adequate and wholesome supply of pure water
is the first essential of life, particularly if we re
member that the pangs of hunger are nothing as com
pared with the sufferings occasioned by thirst. To the
soldier it is all important; he may be called upon to
fight in countries where sanitation has yet to he intro
duced and matters of hygiene are unheard of. Not only
must a soldier know the value of pure water, but,
also, how to render doubtful water fit to drink.

A

THE VALUE OF WATER.
Water is as universally distributed in either the
liquid or gasious form as air itself; it accounts for
threefourths the weight of all plants, of the flesh of
animals, and about 65% of the weight of the human
body. By the process of evaporation, it is being
constantly given off in the gasious form from seas,
rivers, streams, lakes, etc., to return to mother earth
as rain, snow, or hail. This evaporation is always
going on both in summer and winter, even from the
human body.
WHAT WATER IS.
Water is simply a combination of the two gases,
Hydrogen and Oxygen combined together at a very
high temperature in definite proportion of two parts
of the former to one part of the latter.
IMPURITIES IN WATER.
All natural waters—even rain water—will be found
on analysis, to contain impurities in a larger or lesser
degree, some harmful, others not harmful. The
greatest care ought always to be taken before drinking
unknown water.
Rivers are invariably sewage contaminated, particu
larly if they are navigable, and also, if they drain land
through agricultural districts, by receiving manurial
percolation.
Shallow wells are a great source of danger and often
receive sewage, contamination from adjacent cesspools,
Farmyards and manure deposited on surrounding
land.
Pond water is chiefly rendered unwholesome by cattle
and moreover, certain diseases of animals may be
readily conveyed to man thereby ; again pond water is
usually dependant upon rainfall and is often stagnant
and covered with a green slimy film. This was par
ticularly noticeable during the South African War
and, in all such cases, it is imperative, in order to prevent
outbreaks of Dysentry, Cholera and Enteric fever, all
doubtful water should he boiled and to prevent the
insipid taste,„ afterwards aerated by spraying through
the air.
Rain water is the purest form of natural water, but
nevertheless, picks up from the air, considerable im
purity during its fall to earth. Rain water, collected
from lead or iron roofs, should never be drank, unless
previously treated.
Spring water, although generally clear and sparkling,
may contain impurities : whether the impurities are
likely to be harmful, may be gauged by observation
of the surounding country. We must remember that
rain water first collects impurity in the air, then on the
surface of the earth, afterwards going through a process
of Alteration during its percolation, through the soil
before emerging somewhere as a spring.
The danger lies in collecting spring water after
it has been allowed to flow over the land. The place
to secure spring water is at the source of supply and
even then it may contain dissolved gasses and mineral
matter.
J. E. ENRIGHT.

Some Reflections.
BY JACKY JACKY, LATE 2ND BATTN.
/ \N meeting several of the old Battalion during the
Cricket Week, my thoughts went back to Aus
tralia and I discovered that I had quite overlooked
in the last issue, to mention a very old member, viz.,
The dispenser of Pontac Shandy at Pietermaritzburg,
Ex Q.M.S. Groves.
This gentleman's discovery was unique from the
fact that in the first place it occurred through reading
Dr. William's pamphlet on " Pink Pills for Pale People,"
in which our dispenser set forth his testimony as to the
efficiency of the pill, and secondly that a week after
ward I should become his nextdoor neighbour un
knowingly. I found him in the Pink of condition,
not from the effects of the pills I trow—and employed
in a sedentary position at Hordern's Emporium,
Sydney. But not now I fear.
CAPTAIN JOEY HARRISON.
There were two men in particular who knew how to
handle their Captain to a nicety, viz., Pts. Fox and
Watkins. The former being his servant, the Captain
would occasionally call him into a spare room, lock
the door and throw down a pair of boxing gloves with
an order to Fox to don them and stand up for a round
or two. For some time, the servant became a veritable
punching ball, but In time, by dint of perseverance,
became a fair master of the science in that he cornered
his Captain and returned old compliments till questioned
whether he was aware that he was striking his C O.
Eventually, the servant became as good as his
master, which any member of the Battalion who can
remember being fractious whilst stationed at Hong
Kong will no doubt be able to testify.
Watkin's tactics was of the persuasive and he
measured his Captain's propensities to a T. Not
desiring that he alone should profit by his scheming
but the whole of his comrades, he determined that
grousing would be an ideal way of attaining his objects.
On the 22nd January, 1879, the Division had but
a biscuit and coffee before starting on the march at
daylight, consequently, after the battle, the troops
were hungry. Watkins, spotting a Commissariat
waggon started the grouse. The Captain in wrath
challenged the issuer. However, he did not succeed
but, there was a good time in store—at Ekowe, the
R. and F. became very short of tobacco.
Watkins, becoming intoxicated with the odour
that eminated from the pipes of the Captain and his
Subalterns (Lts. Middleton and Blackburn) evolved
a plan for a Company grouse. Awaiting his opportunity
he discovered his Captain at the tail of his waggon,
under which the Company slept, cutting up fine Ameri
can block tobacco. The grouse started with precision,
Watkins acting as conductor, and the tune and time
was anything but harmonious. The Captain bit and
the next morn the generous old man bestowed a whole
box of the weed for division amongst the Company.
CAPTAIN TISH ALEXANDER.
When a young Officer, he was a demon when in
specting a Barrack Room, but often came to grief by
the tricks of Doherty and his comrades during his
escapades by their pulling out of pins in the forms, the
strapping of beds to the back of cots and the placing
of sharp instruments between the blankets. Yet the
Captain was never perturbed
In camp it was his want to sit on a mallet head and
darn his socks or patch his shirt (always a regimental
issue) to encourage his men to do likewise. You never
knew what he would be after at Kit Inspection. Socks,
shirts, trousers, or holdalls. If you happened to note
his smile and heard him whistling, you could be certain
he had a plan up his sleeve. More anon.
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" Beneath Bell Harry."

E

NGLISH September is
an uncertain month,
neither summer nor winter,
and apt to produce the
conditions of either at a
moment's notice. Football
ers and cricketers get mixed
on the same playing fields
with equal claim to the
ground, and who can say
which game will be the
more appropriate.
The officers versus
Sergeants' cricket match
arranged for early Septem
ber, was cancelled owing to
the wet and cold, but six
aside football was played
in exhaustingly hot weather
However, football has now
come into its own, and
several quite important matches have been played and
won by us already. Several recruits are taking their
places in the Depot team, but their stay at the Depot is
now too short for them to be of permanent value this
winter. R.S.M. Dare has not yet put in an appearance
with the team, but we hope that his knee which caused
trouble at the end of last season will not prevent his
playing again.
We have hopes of a good season's hunting. The
Drag hounds have returned to Shorncliffe and several
lines are to be laid near Canterbury. Col. Gibbon, who
won the Grand Military on Caradoc II. has taken over the
mastership and we are apprehensive as to the country
oven which he will lead us. He says he has some good
hounds but that they are merely an excuse for " ridin'
over another fellow's land."
The East Kent Hunt are starting off with over
forty couple of hounds and are very pleased with their ,
new entry. They killed their first cut in Waldershare
Park last week.
The Canterbury horse show, held on September
13th, was a great success. There were excellent entries
in all classes, and the jumping was especially good.
We were sorry that Colonel Findlay did not take a prize,
although his grey gelding " Search Light " was among
the first four in the hunter class. Mrs. Eric Strettell
rode the " Gentleman " in the Hack class and took
a prize with her pony in the children's event. It was
a splendid day from every point of view, and a large
sum of money must have been handed over to the
S.P.C.A.
Following the traditional custom at the Depot,
some of the officers arose with the dawn on September
1st, and walked over Old Park after the partridges.
They were fairly successful, but all records were broken
a few days later when an afternoon's shooting produced
14| brace. The birds are already getting rather shy,
and soon we expect to see Captain Morley chasing them
in his Rover Car, firing over the wind screen at the
scared covies with his repeating shot gun.
We have been looking forward to Captain Stronge's
wedding, and have been obliged to detail additional
orderlies to cope with the postal duties at the Depot.
They stagger daily into the mess with boxes of new
clothes and heavy wedding presents.
Major Guy Lee has had some excellent sport, fishing
in Wales, although we hear that " Taffy " is still a thief
and he has been troubled by gangs of poachers.
THE SERGEANTS' MESS.

We have passed a somewhat quiet month. Cricket is practically
a thing of the past so far as 1923 is concerned, and, strange to say,
Tennis has been almost a dead letter during the whole of the Summer

months, albeit we have a beautifully laid out Court adjoining the
Sports ground. The reason, perhaps, is not very difficult to seek.
So many of the ladies have left us on the breaking up of the Depot,
that the incentive of their presence as in former years has mitigated
against us mere men turning up at eventide only to find that Male
mhst play against Male. Darned little Sport in that, eh !
The last cricket match of the Mess was played on September 1st,
against a team at Hoath, a little village not very far from Sturry.
We went out there in Charabancs and had a most enjoyable time,
returning home the victors by a somewhat substantial margin.
The August Spoon Shoot, took place early this month, in which
Sergeant Fawcett deservedly won the Silver Spoon with some excellent
shooting, and Sergeant Beasley the Wooden one, with some " frightful
stuff." The latter still thinks that the manner in which another
" Crab " evaded having it awarded to him would bear a certain amount
of investigation.
Next month, Sergeants Ongley and Fawcett go to Hythe for a
long Qualifying Course at the Small Arms .School. Heaven knows
that the Mess is depleted enough as it is, but when these two amiable
comrades quit it for a prolonged period it will be truly dull in the full
sense of the word.
Sergeant Holman arrived at the Depot from the 1st Battalion for
a Course at the Machine Gun School, Netheraven, and proceeded there
on the 18th instant.
The married families of the 1st Battalion left behind at Canterbury,
sailed for Gibraltar on September 13th. There was Mrs. Ransley,
Mrs. Adams and Mrs. Parker. We sincerely hope they had a pleasant
voyage out and are by now reconciled to their new membership and
climatic surroundings. Mrs. Morgan also, we believe, went out from
Portland, and we trust that she, too, is happy and settled down with
our old companion Taffy. We often wonder how the " Little Taffy "
is getting on, and if " Big Taffy " has yet started teaching him Map
Reading. He swore to us when at the Depot, he taught the Bab to
talk when it was but a few weeks old. Progress with a vengeance, eh?
It is on the boards that Sergeant Dr. Clayton will shortly leave us
on being posted as Band Sergeant to the 1st Battalion. He will be
greatly missed in more senses than one, and so will his homely little
wife who is highly respected by all who come into contact with her.
We should like to take this opportunity of congratulating in advance
Captain H. C. T. Stronge, D.S.O., M.C., upon his marriage, which will
have taken place in Canterbury Cathedral before these Notes see the
light of day. Our respectful wishes for a very happy future for his
bride and himself are hereby offered unanimously.
Arrangements are now in hand for the handicapping in connection
with the George Porter Billiard Championship Cup. We should like
to make an earlier start this year if possible, and it is with this in view,
that we mention the fact in our September Notes, so as to enable
any exW.O., or N.C.O., of The Buffs to send in his name as an entrant
as soon as he can conveniently do so. We know that some of the
Old Brigade are just as talented as the members now serving. As an
instance of this, we have only to go back to last year, when we found
exSergts. Drummy Dixen and Sid. Sutton fighting out the Final.
Probably the Editor, if he can conveniently spare a little space in
the General Notes of this issue, would be so kind, as to draw attention
to this fact, as we should like as many of the Old 'Uns as possible to
join in the fray, and we are positive that those are the wishes of the
donor of this most magnificent trophy. Of course, us Young 'Uns
will do our best to whack the Veterans, but
Well, let's leave
it at that !
W.M.S.

PRINCE OF WALES' CUP.

The following were the scores obtained :—
300 yds.
600 yds. 500 yds.
Deliberate. Rapid.
Snap
shooting.
21 ~
Sgt. McWalter, D.C.M., M.M.
18
23
Drummer Baker
...
...
15
15
23
Capt. Stronge, D.S.O., M.C.
9
16
25
Coir.Sergt. Jones ...
...
9
11
22
Sergt. Smith
...
...
6
16
19
C.S.M. Love
9
11
20
L/Sergt. Amos
...
...
9
11
20
L/Cpl. Collier
...
...
6
13
18

Aggre.
62

53
50
42
41
40
40
37

Total
Average score :—45'5.
Date.
13/9/23.
20/9/23
27/9/23
4/10/23
11/10/23
18/10/23
25/10/23
15/11/23
17/1/24
24/1/24
31/1/24
2/2/24
21/2/24
1/3/24
8/3/24

FOOTBALL FIXTURES.

Opponents.
Royal Irish Fusiliers
66th Battery R.F.A.
Green Howards
Worcester Regiment
14th Battery, R.F.A.
Royal Garrn. Artillery
Royal Air Force
Northampton Regiment
Royal Air Force
Royal Irish Fusiliers
Royal Garrn. Artillery
Green Howards
14th Battery, R.F.A.
Worcester Regiment
Northampton Regiment

.

Ground.
Dover.
Canterbury.
Canterbury.
Dover
Canterbury.
Dover.
Canterbury.
Shorncliffe.
Manston.
Canterbury.
Canterbury.
Dover.
Shorncliffe.
Canterbury.
Canterbury.
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We started our season with a match against the Cavalry Depot
A Team, the match resulting in our favour 5—0 ; it was a good clean
game in which we were much better together. There were six recruits
playing who put up a very good show indeed.
Our second match was against the Cavalry Depot 1st team whom
we also beat to the tune of 3—1, Shelton scoring two delightful goals.
Our 3rd Match was against Hoath. This was more in the nature
of a practice match, the opposition being not verv strong and after
a comfortable game, we won 8—1.

Some Notes.

Up to the present, we seem to have a fairly good Depot Team and
we are " hot" after the Charity Cup again.
In the absence of the R.S.M., Sgt. Smith is carrying out the duties
of captain very efficiently.
The recruits are taking to Army football very well and when they
realise the value of playing for their side and not for themselves they
will be valuable additions.

INTER SQUAD SHIELD.

No. 2 April Squad (C.Q.M.S. Jones) again wins the InterSquad
Shield, this making two successive wins. The Shield events for Septem
ber and October are CrossCountry running, football and baseball.

Six A SIDE.

Our annual sixaside competition took place on 19th and 21st,
thirty teams entering : the winners were Sgt. Coaster's team and the
runners up Cpl. Crawley's team. There were some splendid games
and the R.S.M. was busy with his pencil noting possible depot players
of whom there were quite a few.
The winning team were:—Sgt. Coaster, Pte. Bryan, Pte. Bailey,
Rec. Miles, Rec. Bishop, Rec. Banderson.
The Runners up :—Cpl. Crawley, Pte. Hocknell, Rec. Rodwell,
Rec. Jones, Rec. Green, Rec. Kimber.

DINIZULU RECEIPTS.

As a result of the Zulu Display given during Depot Cricket Week,
nearly £70 has been handed to the Benevolent Fund.

TORCHLIGHT TATTOO.

During the Heme Bay Carnival Week our Torchlight Tattoo Party
were in demand and in conjunction with the bands of the Grenadier
Guards and Royal Artillery gave a display which delighted the immense
crowd of onlookers, there being many shouts of " Good old Buffs."
Buffs, past and present, will read with pride and pleasure a fine
tribute to the smartness and soldierly bearing of recruits—mostly of
only a few week's training—of the Buffs' Depot which is contained in
abetter to the Adjutant of the Depot from Lieut. G. Miller, the musical
director of the band of the Grenadier Guards. Lieut. Miller wrote :

And a Tribute.

" May I take this opportunity of congratulating you, R.S.M. Dare,
N.C.O.'s and the young soldiers of your Depot on the really excellent
exhibition of footdrill I saw last evening. Their steadiness, splendid
covering and dressing were worthy of far older and more seasoned
troops. Apart from this, however, I must express my grateful thanks
to R.S.M. Dare and your Sergt.Bugler and buglers for their ready and
willing cooperation in our musical representation of ' Episodes in
a Soldier's Life.' Everyone here in Heme Bay today is loud in his
praises of the Tattoo so successfully carried through last evening.
For an eleventh hour production with just one superficial rehearsal
in the Pier Pavilion, it was extraordinary how well everything fitted in
without a hitch anywhere. This was largely due to the ready, intelli
gent and complete comprehension of the affair by the two individuals
already named."

O

Football.

CRICKET he's a gentleman, and Hockey is his
brother ;
LawnTennis is a highborn bloke, and Polo's such
another !
But Football, he's a commoner, and made for such as we ;
It's give a bit and take a bit, and that's the game for me !
You dress yourself in handy kit, to play in any weather,
You do your bit, not selfishlike, you've got to play
together!
It's tackle hard and swing the ball, from wing to wing,
and centre ;
Just use your brains, besides your feet, as ev'ry bloke
was meant'er !
The match is short, so go all out, whatever it may cost
you,
And when it's done, don't argify as to the one who's
lost you
The points ; because the game's the thing, and you can
take a beating ;
Now vSumm %'s done, the Winter's come, and Football
gives you greeting !
ERIC|C. FRENCH.

My First Lion.
BY LIEUTENANT JOHN CHESTER.
WAS sitting outside my shack on the Abbasynian
Frontier and had just finished
a small tour of
the thorn Zareba in which I live. It was six o'clock
in the evening and I was sitting thinking while I enjoyed
my sundown Whiskey and soda and cigarette.
I have under my command two platoons one of
Somalis mounted on mules, and one Infantry platoon
of Swakelis—and the Somali Orderly Sergeant came up
and reported to me that one mule had been killed^ by
two lions at midday about six miles away on the river
bank where they had been watering. In spite of his
certainty as to the number of lion I thought he was
exaggerating—however he assured me that two askaris
(native soldiers) actually saw the kill and had driven
off the lions : furthermore he produced the mule's
tail as evidence.
It was nearly dark by now and I knew that there
was no moon, so I decided to leave my Zareba at 4 a.m.
and arrive at the kill just before dawn : if what he said
was true I would find the lions still on the kill or else
they would be sleeping close by.
At 3.15 a.m., the next morning my boy brought me
some tea and I hopped into shirt and shorts and at 4 a.m.
I left the Zareba with two Somalis who had been on the
scene the day before. Once on the way my mule shied
at something—we were riding through thick bush
which made me sieze my rifle. It was half light when
we got to within half a mile of the kill—so I left one
man to hold the mules while the other man and myself
made a small detour to come upon the kill upwind.
It was pretty thick bush here and my orderly whispered
to me
" Behind that thick bush, 30 yards away, is the dead
mule."
The line of advance was easy and by going slowly
got up under the bush without a sound and I peeped
through. There were the remains of the dead mule
alright in a small clearing but no sign of the lions. I
signalled to my Orderly to come slowly and when he
arrived I told him I was going quietly through the bush
and he was to keep behind me.
I had gone perhaps 25 yards when a lion jumped
up and was behind a bush before I could wink and
another was sitting with her back to me and looking at
me over her shoulder about 25 to 30 yards away. I
took a standing shot aiming to get her between the
shoulders and fired. She fell without a sound.
Advancing cautiously to within about 10 yards I
threw a stone, at her but there was no movement. She
was stone dead—the bullet went in between her
shoulders and came out at the base of her throat. I was
using a .423 Magazine Mauser. After an inspection
to see that her mate was not lying up behind a bush for
me I returned. She measured 8 feet between uprights
and her coat was in tiptop condition.
It is rather an interesting thing to know and also
rather a useful one to remember—if one finds a lion
and lioness on a kill shoot the female first because the
male will run away in all probability, but shoot the male
and the lioness will want to know who—why and where
fore shot her Lord and master—and' becomes a nasty
customer. Nearly all lion will run away if met in the
bush.
I hope to get the other soon—he is sure to kill some
thing else and then I will try my luck again.

I

For Good Value.
Place your custom with the firms whose
names you find in the pages of The Dragon,
and kindly mention The Dragon.
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Boxing Champions of England.

JACK BROUGHTON, 1740—1750.
ACK
Broughton
is
one of the most
important names in the
History of British Boxing,
and if J ames Figg is named
the Father of the Ring,
then Broughton is most
certainly entitled to be
regarded as the founder
of the modern art of self
defence as we understand it
today.
He not only
introduced science and
skill into boxing but also
was the first man to draw
up Rules* for governing
prize fights, and was the
inventor of boxing gloves,
or mufflers as they were
then called.
Broughton, who stood
JACK BROUGHTON.
5 feet 11 ins., and weighed
14 stone, was a Thames
waterman by trade, but at an early age was attracted
to George Taylor's Booth in Tottenham Court Road
where he worked as one of the paid bruisers of the then
Champion of England.
From the first he excelled as a natural fighter and
soon began to polish off the lesser lights who were put
against him. Up to the time bf Broughton the man who
could hit hardest and stand being hit in return usually
proved the winner and there was little or no attention
paid to guarding blows or making an opponent miss
by quickness in getting out of range.
Broughton first introduced stopping and barring
blows and then hitting and getting away. He stopped
the blows aimed at any part of him with so much skill
and hit his man away with so much ease that he
astonished and daunted his opponents and, when he had
finally reduced them to a state of helplessness, they had
the mortification of seeing him scarcely touched.
During his early career, however, he had one narrow
shave from defeat which might have changed the whole
course of his future greatness. In a fight with George
Stevenson, a coachman, Broughton, who had entered
the ring extremely unwell sooner than disappoint his
patrons, received a blow that all but finished him,
but managed to rush in and get a lock upon his opponent
whom he held immoveable for three or four minutes
while he rested on him to regain his strength. By
this manoeuvre Broughton became a new man and
loosening his hold finished Stevenson off in a few minutes.
After numerous other battles all of which he won
we find him opposed to George Taylor himself, who he
beat with astonishing ease and assumed the title of
Champion.
Broughton now opened a Booth of his own in Oxford
Street and drew up his famous Rules which are the
ground work of the present N.S.C. rules : his Booth
was frequented by the nobility and the Duke of Cum
berland, afterwards of Culloden fame, was his patron.

J

" MUFFLERS."
It was now that Broughton invented the " mufflers "
or boxing gloves with which he could teach his aristo
cratic clients the art of boxing without doing them too
much damage. As his advertisement in the Daily
Advertiser of 1747 stated :—
" Lessons are given with the utmost tenderness,
for which reason mufflers are provided that will effectually
secure gentlemen from the inconveniency of black eyes,
broken jaws and bloody noses."
About this time Broughton was made one of the
Yeomen of the Guard to the King by his royal patron
and accompanied him on a visit to Berlin where he

was shown Frederick the Great's Prussian Guard on
parade. When asked by his patron what he thought
of any of them for a " set to " Broughton with a smile
instantly replied :—
Why your Royal Highness, I should have no
objection to fighting the whole regiment, only be kind
enough to allow me a breakfast between each battle."
Thus far Broughton appears to have sailed on a
wave of triumph, but the confidence which good fortune
begets was to prove to him a snare as it has to many
before and since. J ack Slack, a butcher and a pugilist,
of some note, but who had already succumbed to
George Taylor, had, it appears, a quarrel with Broughton
on a race course which led to a threat on the part of the
Champion that he would horse whip Slack. The result
was a Challenge and they arranged to fight for /200 a
side on April 10th, 1750.
Broughton's over weening confidence proved his
ruin for he even refused to train and on the evening
before the battle was so apprehensive that Slack would
not fight that he made the latter a present of ten guineas
not to break his engagement.
For the first five minutes Broughton's superiority
over Slack was so evident that the odds were ten to one
in his favour ; when Slack recovering a little from
the effects of his antagonist's blows, made a sudden
unexpected jump and planted a tremendous blow
between the Champion's eyes which immediately closed
them. Broughton now appeared stupefied,—and
as it was two or three minutes before the effects of the
blow were manifest, the spectators were at a loss to
account for the unusual movements of Broughton,
who appeared to feel for, instead of boldly facing and
attacking his man.
At last his patron, the Duke of Cumberland,
exclaimed :—
" What are you about Broughton ? You can't
fight! You're beat !"
Broughton instantly replied
" I can't see my man your highness—I'm blind but
not beat; only let me see my man and I will still gain
the day."
But Slack following up this singular advantage,
obtained a victory and the Championship in 14 minutes.
Broughton now retired into private life and took up
the business of an antique dealer and this together
with a pension which he enjoyed from his Royal master
kept him in comfort until his death which took place on
January 8th, 1789, in his 85th year.
He is supposed to have died worth £7,000. D.S.L.
* BROUGHTON'S RULES.

1. That a square of a yard be chalked in the middle of the stage ;
and every fresh setto after a fall, or being parted from the rails, each
second is to bring his man to the side of the square, and place him
opposite to the other ; and till they are fairly setto at the lines, it shall
not be lawful for the one to strike the other.
2. That, in order to prevent any disputes as to the time a man
lies after a fall, if the second does not bring his man to the side of the
square,within the space of half a minute,he shall be deemed a beaten man.
3. That, in every main battle, no person whatever shall be upon
the stage, except the principals and their seconds ; the same rule to
be observed in byebattles, except that in the latter, Mr. Broughton
is allowed to be upon the stage to keep decorum, and to assist gentle
men in getting to their places ; provided always, he does not interfere
in the battle ; and whoever presumes to infringe these rules, to be
turned immediately out of the house. Everybody is to quit the stage
as soon as the champions are stripped, before they setto.
4. That no champion be deemed beaten unless he fails coming
up to the line in the limited time ; or that his own second declares him
beaten. No second is to be allowed to ask his man's adversary any
questions or advise him to give out.
5. That, in byebattles, the winning man to have twothirds of
the money given, which shall be publicly divided upon the stage,
notwithstanding any private agreement to the contrary.
6. That to prevent disputes, in every main battle, the principals
shall, on the coming on the stage, choose from among the gentlemen
present two umpires, who shall absolutely decide all disputes that may
arise about the battle ; and if the two umpires cannot agree, the said
umpires to choose a third, who is to determine it.
7. That no person is to hit his adversary when he is down, or seize
him by the ham, the breeches, or any part below the waist : a man on
his knees to be reckoned down.
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The Home from Home.
Westcliffe : Bedroom and breakfast, 35j per week.
A real home from home. Stamp. Pleasant Place.
H : this is evidently the place I'm seeking : forth
with I make the usual application for the home
from home, but do not enclose the requested stamp—
I've lost too many.
Ratatattat: the reply has arrived : I open the
letter which reads as follows :—
Dear Sir,
Adverting to your letter of the umpteenth
inst., I shall be delighted to accommodate you for
period mentioned and feel convinced you will be
most comfortable.
Yours faithfully,
(Miss) ISOBEL E. FULL.
The morning of my holiday appears afar off, but
I begin to prepare for my departure by packing the
advanced baggage. How training tells even in little
things. I lay out my belongings on the bed as I once
did my kit. Two pairs of socks, two shirts, two pants,
etc. How it puts one in mind of old times when the kit
comprised a strip of greyback wrapped round a card
board roll for a shirt and a
but I had better
not say too much, or a budding young subaltern might
tell the Colonel.
I imagined there was an inspecting officer standing
by my bed and with the aid of a cane is pulling the
stuff about awful. He discovers pants with no seats,
socks with no feet, and shivering, like an unstable
blancmange, I seem to hear a voice from heaven saying,
" Put him down for the damn lot, Cr.Sergt."
But then, what odds, we only have  once a year
kit inspections in civvy life and that a:t holiday time.
Saturday arrives. What a day it is : 90 in the shade :
Fenchurch Street is as crowded as the Stadium at
last years' cup final. What a Crowd : J ews, Publicans,
Sinners, Members of Parliament, Generals, Admirals,
Costers, Nuts, Flappers and women with babies all
fighting to secure admittance to a third class carriage.
There seems no earthly chance of my ever reaching
the home from home. Frantically I run hither and
thither, trying to find room—just for one.
The whistle blows, and I get the wind up. I dive
straight for the black ribbons of a portly old damsel
standing with her back half outside the carriage opening:
out she comes with a thud. The train starts to move
and having got myself in the position lately occupied
by the old lady, and with the herculean efforts of several
porters, I find the door thrust on my back, much to
the discomfort of the other nine standing passengers.
What a journey : there was the loquacious old female
who persisted in telling, or rather shouting, she could
smell the sea as we passed through Barking and would
not be convinced it was the atmosphere of a badly
ventilated and overcrowded compartment, combined
with the effluvia from local sewage farms, gas works, etc.
Then there was the nasty old man, who seated in the
corner, kept on punching me in the ribs, pulling faces,
and telling me to mind his damn corns. I should think
he was at one time a Major, so the least I said to him
the better.
The Home from Home, was a delightful looking sort
of two floor villa positioned, I discovered, in Southend,
but for respectability the advert read Westcliffe. The
rent paid per week, I was informed, was as much as
seven shillings and sixpence, and with tear dropsin her
eyes as big as walnuts, I was told of the difficulty of
Isobel to make both ends meet, as only eight borders
or lodgers could be accommodated at one time at
thirtyfive shillings each, and then only if one slept in
the bathroom.
My first breakfast was ideal. It consisted of a rather
dwarf looking antequated sausage which I discovered

A

(after a minute search with the aid of a pair of pris
matics) hiding itself behind a spot of doubtful coloured
liquid known under the military title of " gipa."
Having partaken of this hearty meal, I make my way
to the nearest restaurant muttering all the way my
landlady's name " Isobel E Full, Isobel E Full " in fact
I decided on the spot that the answer was in the negative.
About 10 p.m. I find myself, groping my way up
to the first floor of the home from home. I enter my
bedroom but unfortunately have no matches, only
a woodbine. Fumbling about in the dark, I lay mine
hands on a candlestick and further investigation pro
duces a box of matches. What luck. I open the box,
and to my horror at having to impose on the great ^
generosity of Isobel, I light the one and only match
contained therein. By the time I had wasted in
endeavouring to persuade the match that there really
was a bit of candle in the stick, the darn match got
fed up and proceeded to show signs of early decompo
sition into carbon. I dash for the gas—its turned off
at the meter—I was just about to say something when
I noticed above the gas jet a framed track " Seek ye
nothing in this world," I pondered, I thought, I said
nothing.
To the depths of the floor, I cast my woodbine and
the bit of burnt out carbon and undressing, tumble
into the article of so called comfort designated by
Isobel—a bed. What a bed : a flank attack by " Keat
ings" army would have caused great slaughter. I
cannot endure it so up I get and sit in the chair ex
claiming B.U.F.F.S. to the bed, and the home from
home. I forfeit my money for the two weeks and have
to pay for a stamp. Beware of Homes from Homes
when you want a holiday.
J.B.

Onelegged Men Ascend Snowdon.

a

lWO London exService men, each of whom has lost
a leg, have performed a remarkable feat of en
durance, climbing Snowdon unassisted.
They were Mr. Charles Shelton, late Royal Artillery,
and Mr. Ernest Riddell, late Royal Sussex Regiment.
The former's leg has been amputated at the hip, and
the other had a stump of only five inches, but both wore
new Desoutter metal limbs.
Riddell was first to reach the top, covering the five
miles in 2 hours 3 minutes. Shelton accomplished the
task in little under three hours. His performance was
the more remarkable, as in addition to the loss of a leg
he has suffered other serious wounds.
The men, who were not in any way distressed,
returned to Llanberis by rail.
In regard to the above it is difficult to imagine a
more remarkable feat: for nearly half a mile the path
up the mountain was loose boulders and, in places,
the rough and narrow track had become a gully owing
to the wild rain of the night before ; also, the last half
mile of the climb was through a rain cloud.
That this five mile climb should have been accom
plished by Mr. Riddell with 5 inches of stump is remark
able enough, but that Mr. Shelton should have achieved
it with no stump at all and wearing a tilting table New
Desoutter Light Metal Limb, is, to say the least of it,
amazing.
The type of artificial leg worn is that which is now
being supplied to all ranks by the Ministry of Pensions.

How to get " The Dragon."
pOR those wishing to receive the paper direct through the

post each months the rates of subscription are :—'
i year <?/, 6 months
j months 2p.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs,
Canterbury.
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WILLIAMS.

.

^

;

:

Many years London Manager for F. W. FLIGHT.
gEING a practical Cutter myself I personally wait
on my clients, to whom I can guarantee
distinctive Uniforms or Mufti.
I specialize in Hunting and Evening Dress Clothes.
HU

/DMntatures

ant>

Decorations flDounteO

CLIENTS WAITED ON

to Customers'

PERSONALLY.

orOers.

INSPECTION INVITED.

SWEATERS, SCARVES & TIES OF BUFFS COLOURS IN STOCK

17 HANOVER STREET, LONDON, W.l.
THE

Celebrated
.
" ARMY ALE."

ISOLDIER'S
BEER.

71^
CO

M
0)

The favourite beer throughout all parts of the Indian Empire.

Supplied to the 2nd Battalion THE BUFFS at PORTLAND by the
N.A.A.F.I.
Supplied to the Sergeant's Mess, 1st Battalion THE BUFF8, at
CONSTANTINOPLE by the N.A.A.F.I.
::
::
::
::

Wm. McEwan & Co., Ltd., Brewers, Edinburgh.

HOLMES

Charles E. Burgess, Proprietor

7 MERCERY LANE, CANTERBURY

HIGH-CLASS GROCERIES, PROVISIONS
FRENCH and ITALIAN GOODS
Collector and distributor of all the latest and newest
produce brought on to the European Markets at
LONDON STORE PRICES

FAMILIES WAITED ON — MESS SUPPLIERS

"OZO" Stops

Headache, Toothache, Neuralgia
and all other nerve pains

6£d.

per box of

8 tasteless

doses

Proprietors:

WALKER & HARRIS, LTD.
Three Boxes
Post Free.

Chemists,

CANTERBURY
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Military Tailors and Outfitters
Regimental Tailors by appointment to
The Buffs
The East Yorkshire Regiment
The Royal Scots Fusiliers
The Royal Welch Fusiliers
The South Wales Borderers
The Scottish Rifles
The East Surrey Regiment
The Duke of Wellington's Regiment
The Border Regiment

The Northampton Regiment
The Royal Berkshire Regiment
The King's Own Yorks.Light Infantry
The Middlesex Regiment
The Manchester Regiment
York & Lancaster Regiment
The Durham Light Infantry
Royal Ulster Rifles
The London Rifle Brigade

The Royal Sussex Regiment
The Hampshire Regiment
The Dorset Regiment
The South Lancashire Regiment
The Welch Regiment
The Essex Regiment
The Sherwood Foresters
The Loyal Regiment (North
Lancashire)

LONDON: 4 N EW B URLINGTON S TREET, R EGENT S TREET, W. 1

. WOOLWICH:

5 FRANCES STREET
ALDERSHOT: 29 HIGH STREET
CAMBERLEY: 68 & 68A HIGH STREET

Telephones: 2346 Regent, London; 300 Woolwich;, 296 Aldershot; 359 Camberley
Telegrams : " Afflighty, London " ; " Flight, Aldershot"; " Flight, Camberley "

J. H. G. HAMILTON.
(Late

FREND

& SON).

WINE MERCHANT.
(ESTABLISHED 1739).

26 St. George's Street,
CANTERBURY.
Telephone: 148 Canterbury.

CHARLES BARROWS
37 Northgate Street

CANTERBURY
Grocery, Provisions, Hardware,
Brushes, etc.
Personal and prompt attention given to all orders.

THE

FISHERIES

Tel 30

Proprietor: H, J. HOPPER, late K.R.R.C.

3a St. Margaret's Street, Canterbury.
FRESH

FISH

DAILY

(Licensed dealer in Game).
CRABS

LOBSTERS

G. H. COE ,
BAKER

AND

 

WHELKS.

(late W. C. POPE),

CONFECTIONER,

2 The Borough, Canterbury.
Noted for Good Bread and Moderate Prices.
Cakes, Turog Bread, baked daily.

W. WILLIS

(late of Machine
Gun Corps)

IPFIOTOGKR^YIFIEIIEIE?,

99 High Street, Sandgate.

FILMS DEVELOPED.
PRINTS MADE.
Enlargements, Miniatures, &e.
Outdoor Photography a Speciality.
In attendance at The Depot, Canterbury every Wed. & Sat.
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The 4th Battalion.
I ^HE Slack Season ! At
JL
least there are those
who will say that when
Territorial Camp is over there is
no more doing until the new
Territorial year begins on 1st
November.
Poor ignorance,
they little realize that this is
the question and answer time—
sandwiched between returns
and statistical papers which
would be the joy indeed of any
Bengali Bab a.
However let us stop
grousing for once and look
ahead. This is the time to
T7&}
utter a few words of encourage
ment for the coming winter
which will appear in the October number (I don't mean
that Winter will appear but the cheery phrases which
you: are reading). Neither should the encouragement
be misunderstood : there is no suggestion of warm dry
evenings on every drill night nor of the provision of
closed motors going round to collect the enthusiastic
Recruit. Some would wish for a free ration of cocoa
and biscuits after an hour's musketry but alas ! we can
not expect too much.
No ! it is to those who are really bent upon follow
their selfimposed and therefore glorious task to the
best of their ability and to the bitter end that we would
say bravo ! for what you have done, and splendid !
for what you are about to do.
We hope to see you all regularly at drills this winter
and let us trade upon your generosity to the extent
of asking you to be recruiting agents too. We want a
few more young men, good ones, as good as you! So
bring along your pal to help your Company and carry
on the good work.
SHOOTING COMPETITION.
We hear that there is to be a Miniature Rifle Range
Shooting Competition this winter. It is hard luck on
those stations which have no range but from those more
fortunate we look for keen competition.
The competition will be Interplatoon throughout
the Brigade, each platoon finding a section which will
fire the practices decided upon. The targets and scores
thereon will be sent to Battalion H.Q., by a date to be
fixed later, probably 15th December. The Colonel
will then pick the winning team in the Battalion and
send its score to the Brigade. Battalion winners will
be called upon to compete against one another early
in the New Year. Now is the time to show your prowess !
We hope that Territorial Members in out stations
are getting together to make their plans for the winter
both for work and recreation. The Officers are keen
to keep the " Spirit of Efficiency " alive if the other
ranks respond we shall keep on going ahead.
r

THE SITTINGBOURNE DETACHMENT.
A Presentation.

On J hursday, August 23rd, 1923, the detachment paraded as
strong as possible including the Rev. A. P. McNeile (C.F.) under Capt.
D. J. Dean (V.C.), for a very special occasion. The detachment was
visited by Mrs. O. L. Honeyball, O.B.E., to make a presentation on
behalf of the late Colonel Honeyball, who had seen service with The
Buffs for 42 years.
The presentation consisted of some personal relics which were
much loved and cherished by the late Colonel; also included, was
a very fine picture frame holding eleven enlarged photographs of the
Funeial of the late Colonel which this detachment took a great part in
paying their last respects to a " Buff."
This picture is now hanging in the Drill Hall in a very prominent
position, where it can be seen by all those who enter the hall.
After the presentation, on behalf of the Battalion, the Rev. A. P.
Mc Neile (C.F.), responded with a few words thanking Mrs. Honeyball
and emphasizing that the loss of the Colonel would be very much felt
by all ranks of the Battalion especially the senior hands, who had
served under him.

Hastings Outing.

Saturday, September 15th, was the day chosen for our Outing to
Hastings, and it proved to be one of the best.
We started from the Drill Hall at 7 a.m., by motor charabanc,
via Maidstone, Cranbrook, Hawkhurst and Battle^ reaching. Hastings
at 11.30 sharp, the company then paid their various visits in the town
and country, and to the Baths for Mixed Bathing.
Various Restaurants were used for dinner and tea and there were
no complaints.
The greatest attraction was the Sea Front with its many side shows,
etc., the visits to which provided many with (cold) gold brooches,
fountain pens, and a variety of carnival hats, etc.
During the homeward journey, by a different route, we were kept
in roars of laughter by our friend Darkie Rains (The Sheik) and Lce
Cpl. Costen (or Mrs. Sheik) and it was rumoured that some of the ladies
present laughed so much, that they had to stay in bed all next day so
as to recover in time for the washing on Monday morning.
We arrived back at Sittingbourne at 9.30 p.m. after.a most enjoy
able day's outing and our only regret was that more did not turn out
to enjoy it.

Field Firing.

On Sunday, September 16th, the detachment journeyed to Conyer
Rifle Range to carry out Field Firing and Competition Shooting in
some interesting schemes and with good results : we hope to publish
the names of the Winners next month.
'
A vote of thanks is tendered to the Sittingbourne Tradesmen for
their generous prizes in the Tradesmen's Competition, and we now
await their Distribution combined with a Concert,
The Grant Cup Competition opened to Sections was keenly contested
for, the last two sections left in the Final could not decide who were
the winners, so the two Sections' Commanders tried their hand , to see
which was the winning, section, but without result, so we have decided
to shoot the two sections against each other in the Drill Hall on the
Miniature Range.
This should cause a great excitement and keenness as it is hoped
to present with this cup a medal to each individual of the winning
section also to the Platoon Sergeant, to whose platoon the section
belongs.

THE WEALD COMPANY.

On the last Sunday in August, was held the InterPlatoon Battle
Practice Competition. The day, unfortunately, was a vile one, with
high wind and pouring rain. The conditions were, that each Platoon
should enter a selected Rifle Section under a N.C.O. Previous to the
Battle, Practice Sections were marched four miles and instantly, on
arrival, attacked a position. They had to advance about 800 yards
before the fire fight began, over typical enclosed country, affording
scope for suitable formations. The targets were worked by flag and
periscope, which answered well, until one misguided competitor planted
a shot through the upper mirror ; its shattered remains, however, just
did duty till the end. Naturally enough some Section Leaders gained
points where others failed. Some pushed on in the most gallant
manner regardless of targets, obviously being imbued with the spirit
of closing with the enemy; while others clung to favourable fire posi
tions, waiting for targets which never appeared. It was all very good
fun in spite of the rain, and provided a thoroughly sporting compe
tition.
We are exceedingly obliged to Colonel Body, Major Howard Smith,
and Lieut. Boulding for coming so far to umpire ahd for their valuable
criticisms after. The Section from No. 9 Platoon under Sergt. Cooper
was awarded the cup, and individual prizes for the team.
The Weald Officers' Cup was shot for on August 25th. It is inter
esting to note that this trophy has been competed for since 1874.
Lieut. E. Boulding, Reserve of Officers, was the winner with the good
score of 102. The conditions were Part II. of Table " T."
We offer our congratulations to Sergt. P. Hooker of Yalding on
his marriage. As a prewar Territorial soldier who served through
the war with the 5th Battalion, and who, on its reformation after the
war, joined up again and worked hard to bring his Platoon up to strength,
Sergeant Hooker, by his fine example and soldierly qualities, deserves
the highest praise. As the Brigade Commander said in camp, when he
decorated Sergts. Vousden and Hatcher with their medals, these men
do not receive any adequate recognition for such devoted service.
This, at any rate, Sergt. Hooker has on commencing his new tour of
duty—The Best Wishes of all his Comrades.

Territorial Shooting—Extra Prizes.
The Territorial Army Rifle Association, announces
that three extra prizes will be given this year in the
competition for the High Sheriff's Shield, two in the
competition for the B.S.A. GunslfChallenge Trophy,
and four to the competition for the Lewis Gun Trophy.
It has not yet been decided if these prizes will be Medals
or in Cash. The competitions are open till 31st October.

Short articles, sketches, and drawings are
always acceptable for " The Dragon
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Hail Glorious Mom.
^OME people make a wish at the sight of the new
O moon; some say "rabbits" as they wake up
on the first day of each month ; others make wonderful
resolutions as the Church clock, chiming the midnight
hour, carries the sound across the silent meadows spark
ling with hoarfrost and heralds that one more year has
passed. At the Depot we do all this, but, as George
Robey says, " and more."
On September 1st we rise at dawn, sally forth with
guns and dogs to " Old Park," and watch the sun rise
from " Scotland Hills."
" Old Park " is War Department land, used for
Training purposes, and has an acreage of roughly 2,500.
The whole area is so favourable as a nesting ground for
partridges that, at the beginning of February, large

the right balance when the birds are flushed. The hills
are covered with old overgrown trenches, some of which
are very deep, and it is no uncommon occurrence to
find oneself at the bottom of a trench or with both legs
hopelessly entangled just at the critical moment in the
most vicious brambles.
However, some of us have been there before and
know the game better than do the birds on September
1st. Later on, the birds that still remain, get so wily
that it requires tremendous cunning and exertion to
secure one. In fact, if it were not for the brambles,
one would feel inclined to put on shorts and running
vests on the coldest winter's day.
One officer has sometimes taken out a repeating
shotgun, which he originally bought to cope with Sinn
Feiners on a dark night. This gun fires five shots as
fast as the trigger can be pulled. One day a covey,

The Old Park, Sept. 1st.
Names, reading from left to right:—Pte. Keats, Russet, Pte. Turner, Maj. Howard Smith, Mr. Scringeour,
Mrs. Morgan, Capt. Morgan, Lt. Willows, Lt. Webster.
numbers come in from outside and pair off for the
nesting season. But alas ! Poachers hunt rabbits
and hares during the nesting season : the soldiers do
their training; soldiers and civilians spend many
hours '' courting ''—and not only after dark ! The
result is that on September 1st, instead of there being
1,500 birds, there are perhaps anything from nothing
to an hundred.
As the sun rose this year, we were full of expectation.
Nor were we to be disappointed. Shots rang out the
moment we started and, in a quarter of an hour, we
had secured two and a half brace. The open grass
land was carefully walked and the birds driven on to
" Scotland Hills " where the ground is very rough and
covered with brambles and bracken. The cover there
is admirable, the birds getting up in two's and three's
instead of the whole covey together. The shooting is
difficult, and one seldom seems to be able to get just
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Racing.

AVE you ever been to a Race Meeting at New
market ? If not, you do not know what racing
is or can be like.
The moment you get out of the train at Newmarket,
you feel it—" racing." The whole place smells of it.
Look at the bookstall, nowhere else is it possible to
see a similar collection of literature.
Walk down from the station to the " Rutland Arms "
and you will be confronted with the sport at every
stride. Then go up on the Downs, have a look round,
shut your eyes and listen, you will think you see and
hear them—the horses, the bookies, the cardsellers,
the " TicTac " men, the whole thing, though there
may not be another soul or animal within sight.
Newmarket is a .stiff course, and it takes a good
horse to win there. If you want to have a chance
of " beating the books," go to every Newmarket Meeting,

having been put up three times and chased about
two miles, was eventually surrounded by means of
an innocent looking wide encircling movement. The
birds got up and went straight for this officer, there was
a terriffic fusilade as he emptied his magazine, but not
one partridge fell, amid loud applause from the re
mainder of the guns.
The officer in question explained that the birds
were not quite in shot, that he hit one bird with the first
shot and fired the remainder at the same bird : no one
would believe him.
But to return to September 1st. The newlyrisen
sun shone brightly. It was not too hot, and a refresh
ing breeze inspired one to great activity, especially
after the stuffy air of Canterbury. So we all crawled,
walked, ran after, and even " charged " partridges for
three hours and the result was fifteen brace, a hot bath,
and a damned fine breakfast.
keep your eyes and ears open, and remember all you
see, and a little of what you hear. But cutting the
cackle and getting to business, here are, in order of
preference, what I consider to be the best four horses
in each of the two big events during October.
CESAREWITCH .
CAMBRIDGESHIRE.
1. Groomsport.
1. Epinard.
2. Bellman.
2. ReEcho.
3. Bessema.
3. My Lord.
4. Tharros.
4. Poisoned Arrow.
I will conclude this article by saying I sincerely
trust that Groomsport will win the Cesarewitch and
Epinard the Cambridgeshire, and that Tharros and
Bessema may be placed, as it is in these directions that
my money is being placed.
THE MUG.
DRAGONS WANTED.
We are very short of the September (1923) Dragon
and would welcome as many copies of these as our
readers can spare.

THE DRAGON
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Cooperation.

CORPORAL, Thomas Sutton was one of those
J thrusting kind of fellows, he always knew he was
right, but unfortunately others did not invariably
share the same opinion. He always felt, poor fellow,
that he had just missed being a really great man—if
only opportunity would offer he knew he would be.
Often he would quote to himself Napoleon's maxim
about every soldier having a Marshal's baton in his
knapsack. Being a clerk, he had never worn a pack,
which is the modern equivalent, but felt this to be no
drawback, for who would wear such a thing if it could
be avioded ? The pen is mightier than the sword,
and the former he wore behind his ear. That would
be his baton.
Today, he was feeling rather pleased with himself,
for it was halfpast twelve on a Saturday morning,
a hard week's work was behind him, the Colonel and his
Staff Captain had left the office, and only he remained.
He would just look in to see there was nothing else to
do, then he would be finished.
Good, there was nothing on the Colonel's table, but
what is that on the other desk ? Picking up a long
yellow envelope, he looked at it closely. On the top
was stamped in great red letters " SECRET AND URGENT,"
and below was written "The CommanderinChief,
Arctic Fleet." In the bottom left hand corner, some
unreadable hieroglyphics showed that an officer had
signed it.
That was all—and to a lesser man, no doubt that
would have been all, but not to Corporal Thomas
Sutton. Eagerly he scanned the cryptic address
once more. Pursing up his lips he said it over to him
self aloud. " Secret and Urgent "—that is what
hit him in the eye, so to speak. What could this mys
terious envelope contain ? Doubtless some urgent
matter of policy between the General and the Admiral.
Anyhow it must be most important, but what was he
to do about it ?
Now Corporal Sutton, besides being one of Britain's
Biightest Boys was learned withal. That is to say he
studied his profession—and spelt it with a big P. He
could quote quite a lot of regulations, and knew all
about Army Forms, and how to make out allowance
claims in triplicate—and all that kind of thing. You
know the kind of fellow, even if you are not in the
Army now, you must have met lots of them in the war,
at the base. As he bent his mind on to this enormous
problem, gradually a paragraph from an Army manual
was recalled to him.
" Only by effective cooperation can the component
parts of the fighting forces of a nation develop fully
their inherent power, and act efficiently towards
success," he quoted, and rolled the comfortable passage
round his mouth like a connoiseur tasting wine.
At last his chance had come. It all flashed across
his mind in a second. The paragraph he had so for
tunately remembered showed him the way. He would
cooperate. He would be the medium by which the
nation's inherent power would be developed. He was
the man to act efficiently towards success. There was
only he to do it, for he stood alone like Casabianca on
the burning deck whence all but he had fled.
Feverishly he rang the phone, and waited impatiently
for a reply. Then he rang again.
" Signals speaking," at last came down the line.
" Take down this message " he commanded, assum
ing his most official air, for distance lent him power.
" From G.O.C. to C.inC. Arctic Fleet. Urgent letter
being despatched to you immediately A.A.A. Please
send boat to meet A.A.A."—Yes, that's all, but mark
it priority, and send a despatch rider up to the office
at once."
"Very good, Sir," replied Signals. A perfectly "
ordinary thing to say, I know. But what joy was
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Corporal Sutton's. He had been called ' Sir.' " Com
ing events cast their shadows before " he murmured
to himself, and thought of himself wearing a Sam
Browne belt and a SergeantMajor's badge upon his
sleeve, and on his unadorned chest the ribbon of the
medal of a wellknown modern Order.
*

*

*

*

" Confound it," said the Admiral, " why the devil
does the Army make these damned signals at this time
of the day ? When was tlys received, windlass ?"
"Just come in, Sir" replied the flaglietenant.
" Hm, well I suppose we've sent a boat for it. I
arranged to play golf this afternoon and said I'd be there
by two o'clock so as to get to leeward of the crowd.
But I must wait for this despatch now."
Threequarters of an hour elapsed, and still no letter
came. How was he to know the D.R. had punctured
his tyre ?
" Always late, always late," the Admiral stormed
as he paced up and down his cabin—" Soldiers never
did know the value of time, always late, confound 'em,
always late."
Twenty minutes later, a panting snotty handed the
Admiral his letter. Impatiently he tore it open, and
this is what he read :—
Memorandum.
From G.A.C.inC., Hellespont
To CommanderinChief, Arctic Fleet.
It is proposed to relieve your three stoker
ratings at Bump Hill Signal Station by three O.R.'s
at 1400 hrs. tomorrow. Will you kindly wire
concurrence.
J. CLAPTRAP, Captain for Colonel
D.Q.M.G., for Lieutenant
General, CommandinginChief.
*

*

*

*

The rest may be imagined.

Past & Present Association The Bulls

THE ANNUAL DINNER
WILL BE HELD AT

Harrod's "Georgian Restaurant,''
SATURDAY, 17th NOVEMBER,
Time 6.45 for 7.15 o'eloek.
Note the date.—Come yourself and bring others
with you. The price of the Dinner wilhbe 6/and here is the Menu.

: :

MENU.
: :
Creme Victoria.
Supreme of Turbot a la Russe.
Lamb Cutlets Favourite.
Pomme Fondante.
Surrey Fowl Framesse.
Salade Caprice.
Apricotine Melba.
IMPORTANT.
Those intending to be present are asked to notify
the Hon. Sec. Past and Present Association The Buffs,
Depot The Buffs, Canterbury, as soon as possible.
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HORTON Bros., The Borough,
CANTERBURY.
Glass, Cutlery and
Kitchen Utensils
at
lowest
Head Quarters

Prices.

for
WALTHAM
WATCHES
Telephone IMo. 9.

F. HATTON & SON
English anb
= Colonial

Sports Prizes
Jewellery

Wrist Watches from .. 20/
Walthams from .. £3 7 6
Silver Cups from 17 /3 to £20

- B U T C H E R S -

SHIPPING SUPPLIED
The Oldest Established Butcher in Portland

\A/r%* DAI I ADD Watch & Clock Maker
WITI. rULLAriD
Gold & Silversmith

4 4 FORTUNES WELL, PORTLAND

53 St. George's Street, CANTERBURY

ST

miUSTftM'S FLORAL Mj/fi
F. R. ARNOLD, Sole Proprietor.

89 ST. DUNSTAN'S STREET
—

CANTERBURY.

—

Nurseryman, Florist, & Fruiterer,
Plants.
Trees.
Shrubs.

Bouquets.
Wreaths.
Crosses.

English <fc
Foreign
Fruits.

Telephohe No. 99.

S. HOLDEN

Manufacturer* of
MINERAL WATERS
Longport Works, Canterbury
As Supplied to the Principal Messes,
—
Clubs & Hotels in the City
—

C. E. MARSH
Fishmonger, Poulterer and
Ice Merchant
20 St. Dunstan's Street, Canterbury
LICENSED DEALER IN GAME
Caterer to Officers' Mess, Depot The Buffs
TELEPHONE

On

202.

Pulling Together.

We would appeal to all readers to back,
whenever and wherever they can, the firms
which are backing our venture with their
advertisements. These houses are all of high
reputation and they display sound commodities
which are at all times in greater or less request.
And please mention " The Dragon" when
giving your order.

THE DRAGON
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A Bull Fight.

NFORTUNATELY Faster Sunday this year at
Sevilla was wet and I think that must have given
us a gloomy feeling to start with, as I must confess that
I was absolutely bored with the proceedings, while for
sheer cruelty I have never seen their equal.
The hullring is a circular sandy arena and is sur
rounded by tiers of seats, usually of stone, cushions
being available for hire. There is no roof except for the
boxes at the top.
More or less punctually—the only things really
punctual in Spain are the Opera in Madrid and the " Soc
cer " match, which now takes place nearly every Sunday
in almost every town and village—doors were flung open
and there entered a procession of all the toreros taking
part, matadores, banderilleros and picadores. These
circle round, make their bow and take post.
The president then throws the key into the arena,
a door is unlocked and the bull, dazzled by the light,
rushes into the ring to start his hopeless fight against
certain death.
The first act is that of the Capeadoes and Picadores,
their object being to dazzle and wear out the unfortunate
animal. The former wave their capes, of red, blue and
several other colours, attracting the bull here, there
and everywhere and gaining the applause or hoots of
the crowd according as they show boldness and cunning
or " windup." One capeador gained much applause
by kneeling down while he lured the bull to charge
first to his left and then to his right.
The Picadores
are those concerned in the most disgraceful part of all.
They enter, padded and armoured, mounted on old,
starved, horses which have to be dragged into the ring
and towards the bull. They don't want to go near the
bull and the bull does not want to attack them until
pricked and goaded by the picador's pike. Then a
charge—and the poor animal lies on the ground, bleeding
and in agony, either to be patched up for another per
formance, or, if that is impossible, to be killed on the spot.
The Bull is, to a great extent, judged by the number
of horses he kills. That afternoon 6 bulls were fought
and between them they finished 9 or 10 horses, one of
them being responsible for 3. After that comes the turn
of the Banderilleros. One man holding a long dart
(banderilla) in each hand attracts the attention of the
bull, encourages him to charge and at the right moment,
places them in his neck, cheers or howls greeting him
according to the position in which he puts them. This
he does three times, fixing 6 darts in all.
By this time the bull is tired, weary and thoroughly
bewildered. His charges have resulted in stabs from
a pike Or a dart and he has 6 darts sticking in his neck.
Now, then, comes the turn of the matador or espada,
who kills (matar) the bull with a sword (espada or
estogue). To do this he covers the sword with a red
cloak and thus attracts the bull's attention. After
making further attempts to bewilder it, he attracts
it into position and drives his sword through the neck
into the heart, the skill laying in finding the right place
and not wasting too much time on maneouvering.
Usually a second sword is necessary to complete it and
the coupdegrace if given by another man with a dagger.
Then more doors open and horses gallop in to drag out
the carcasses of the bull and any horses lying dead.
There were only five exciting incidents in the six
fights I saw. In three of them, men, chased by the
bull, gave very good exhibitions of fence jumping and
vaulting and in the remaining two the bull knocked
down two men without doing more than bruise them.
The crowd was fairly orderly but started to throw
the cushions about towards the end, when people
started to put up umbrellas. Usually the ladies in
this mantillas and shawls add colour to the scene but
unfortunately April 1st was too wet for that and only
two ladies were to be seen so dressed.
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Our sympathies throughout were with the bull.
Hemmed in by a crowded ring, harassed by men and
horses and dazzled by the light after hours of con
finement in the dark, he had to fight a hopeless fight,
with little hope even of " getting his own back " except
on the horses, as the men had safe places to run to.
As regards the horses, nothing could be more brutal
and it is hard to understand how anyone, such as the
Spanish Cavalry Captain, with whom we went and who,
I'm told, has won the Olympia jumping prize on more
than one occasion and also the King of Spain's prize
in Madrid, could sit and enjoy it.
Some people say that Soccer, which has now a firm
hold of Spain, will kill bull fighting, but I doubt it very
much unless the people get thoroughly exasperated with
the toreros who are now " striking" on every con
ceivable pretext—this one unless the bulls are more
or less starved for a month—that one unless the bulls
come from such and such a farm. It seems however, too
much to hope for, so many previous attempts to stop
it having failed.
E. FOSTER HALL.

T

The Ypres League.

HE Ypres League of which H.M. The King is
Patron in Chief is making great strides, and its
quarterly journal The Ypres Times, published at 6d., is
one we can strongly recommend to our readers.
The objects of the League are :—
(a) Comradeship and reunion.
(b) To assist as may be thought fit any British ex
soldiers, exsailors, exairmen, or their depend
ents.
(c) To preserve at Ypres a Roll of the honoured Dead
and Missing.
(d) To compile charts of the Battlefield.
(e) To secure the erection of an outstanding memorial.
(/) To establish cordial relations with the dwellers on
the battlefield of Ypres.
(g) To furnish information of historic sites and per
manently mark these sites.
(h) To establish and endow a pilgrimage centre at
Ypres.
(i) To diffuse information amongst members on all
matters connected with battlefields and of those
who fought in the Salient.
(j) To establish, maintain, regulate, and control,
branches all over the world.
(k) To arrange special facilities for travel, transport,
and comfort of members.
(I) To place its resources at the service of Government
Departments, private societies, or persons
engaged in like enterprises and to cooperate
with any other association whose objects are
similar to those of the Association.
Readers of The Dragon desirous of further particulars
are invited to communicate with the General Secretary,
at 100 Eaton Place, Eaton Square, S.W. 1.
Thanks very much.
The following have very kindly renewed their sub
cription to The Dragon at the higher rate of 15/ per
annum:
Lt.Colonels Gardiner, H. G. Gregson, F. K. Essell,
E. T. Buttanshaw; Majors H. G. James, G. A. E.
Chapman, W. H. Booth, C. Hood; Captains R. J.
Northcote, E B. Backhouse, F. C. Tibbs, S. L. P.
Barker ; Lieutenants G. E. Boon, G. H. Mitchell,
A. A. J. N. FearnsidevSpeed, H. S. Knocker, A. G. C.
Stainforth, G. C. M. Brown; Messrs. N. M. Rankin,
H. Dockray, E. H. Cardozo, Gordon Lindley, R. G.
Page, H. R. Raikes, H. Paterson Owens, W. P. Linscott.
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Things of Interest.
Territorial Officers and Promotion.
ANTE DATE OF PROMOTIONS.
An amendment to the Territorial Army Regulations
provides that an officer who has been superseded for
promotion solely on account of residential reasons may
be granted an ante date on subsequent promotion in
order to restore him to his original precedence. Such
ante date, however, will not affect pay or allowances.
Recommendations for the grant of such antedates should
be submitted by the General Officer Commandingin
Chief of the Command. All the officers immediately
affected by the restoration of seniority must be informed
before the recommendation is submitted.
Officers1 Widows' Pensions.
An amendment to the Pay Warrant provides that the
widow of a General or Lieuten an tGeneral promoted
to that substantive rank before 15th July, 1922, or
of a MajorGeneral promoted to that substantive rank
before 29th November, 1906, whose death occurred on
or after 17th August, 1920, will be eligible for pension
according to the rank held by her husband before retire
ment, irrespective of whether he held the rank while
on full pay or not.
Correspondence for Iraq.
It is officially stated that correspondence intended
for the Military Forces in Iraq should be addressed :
The Officer Commanding, Military Forces in Iraq,
Hinaidi Cantonment, Baghdad.
King's Shield.
An Army Order states that the management of the
Miniature Rifle Competition for the King's Shield has
been handed over to the National Rifle Association, who
have issued, with the approval of the Army Council,
revised regulations for the conduct of the competition.
Soldiers' Pensions.
An amendment of the Pay Warrant provides that if
discharged for inefficiency after 18 years' service, a
soldier who fulfils the prescribed conditions may be
awarded pension at such rate not exceeding 90 per cent,
of the rate assessed under Article 1043 of the Warrant
as the Army Council may approve on the recommen
dation of the Commissioners of Chelsea Hospital, accord
ing to the merits of the case.
Territorial Army Officers.
It has been decided to modify the conditions of
service for officers of the Territorial Army. In future
candidates for first appointment in the lowest rank must
be not less than 18 and not more than 30 years of age.
A candidate having no military qualifications may be
appointed to a commission in the lowest rank provided
that he undertakes to pass the examination for Certi
ficate " A," Officers Training Corps, within 12 months
of being commissioned. A man who has served for not
less than six months in the ranks of the Regular Army
or Territorial Army and is recommended by a Com
manding Officer under whom he has served will be
eligible for appointment to a commission.
The age limit for retirement of officers will be :—
Subalterns and Captains 45 ; Majors 50 ; Lieutenants
Colonels 55.
Army Rations.
The ordinary rate of allowance in lieu of rations for
officers and other ranks serving at home for the quarter
commencing 1st October next will remain unchanged
at Is. 7d. .aday.

Army Certificates of Education.
It is announced in Army Council Instructions that
in future a candidate for the first class Certificate of
Education, who fails in only one subject but who obtains
an aggregate of not less than 45 per cent, in the four
subjects, (English, Mathematics, Geography, Map
reading), will be permitted to present himself for re
examination in the one particular subject in which he
has failed. Failure in more than one subject will entail
reexamination in all subjects.
A soldier who is already in possession of a firstclass
certificate, obtained after 1st July, 1921, will be allowed
one opportunity only of passing in such supplementary
papers and subjects as will, with those covered by his
firstclass certificate, complete the requirements for a
special certificate. But this rule will not apply to a
soldier who has obtained exemption from the examina
tion for a firstclass certificate except in MapReading)
owing to his having matriculated, or passed an equiva
lent test, nor to a candidate who has not passed in all
the firstclass certificate subjects at one and the same
examination.
Army Pupil Teachers.
It is officially announced that a preliminary examin
ation of Army Pupil Teachers for the certificate of the
Board of Education will commence on 10th December
next and that applications from pupil teachers serving
in home commands to attend this examination should
be addressed to the Local Education Authority for the
County, or County Borough, in which the candidate is
serving.
The Board of Education are prepared to consider
the exemption of candidates from elementary science
at this examination, provided that candidates produce
a certificate showing that no facilities for studying the
subject were available at their station.
Army Entrance Examination.
An Army Entrance Examination will be held on
20th November, 1923, and following days.

ARE YOU
A BILLIARD PLAYER?
If so read the Sergeants' Mess Notes
of "Beneath Bell Harry" and enter
for
QEORGE PORTER CUP.
PRETTY CHILDREN
Enter their photographs in the
Competitions.
Pictures for this purpose 7/6 for 3.

B. & W. FISKMOORE,

St. George's Gate, Canterbury.
Winning photographs awarded prizes in
Daily Mirror ; Daily Sketch ;
Weekly Dispatch j Etc., Etc.
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Regimental Gazette.
Officers.
2nd Lt. C. G. W. Robson has resigned his commission.
Major H. Hardy, M.C., is posted to the 1st Battalion.
2nd Lt. R. S. Poile, of the 4th Battalion, is promoted Lt. (July 21st).
Major E. G. F. L Gould is placed on the h.p. list on account of ill
health (Aug. 28th).
2nd Lt. L. E. S. Allam is promoted Lt. (July 16th).
Captain D. A. Wilkins, M.B.E., is restored to establishment and has
been posted to the 1st Battalion.
Lt. T. H. Harrington, h.p. list, late The Buffs, has retired on retired
pay on account of illhealth contracted on active service.
Lieut. H. Forwood, O.B.E., M.C., and Lieut. C. P. Buesden are
posted to The Tank Corps.
Captain L. H. Miskin of the Reserve of Officers relinquishes his
commission.
Gentleman Cadet C. Haggard has been posted to The Buffs.

The Depot.
RECRUITS

Pte. W. M. Birch, Pte. H. W. Selves, Pte. W. J. Holmes, (late
2208606, R. E, T.), Pte. W. R. Botting, Pte. R. Grant (late 6337474,
5th, R.W.K. Rgt.), Pte. J. D. Beardmere, Pte. S. Weaving, Boy H. H.
King, Pte. H. A. Appleton, Pte. T. E. Jenkins, Pte. J. George, Pte. S. E.
Welfare, Pte. W. Harris, Pte. T. Leach, Pte. D. B. Rodwell (late
748006, R.F.A., T.), Pte. G. H. Randerson, Pte. C. G. Bowcock, Pte.
R. G. Wainwright, Pte. E. J. Cook, Pte. W. Baker, Pte. S. G. Bills
(late 6281185, 4th Buffs, T.), Pte. S. H. Fellows, Pte. J. R. Harmon
Pte. A. W. Tugwell, Pte. J. S. Pike, Pte. F. W. Towerzey (late 6279083',
The Buffs), Pte. W. Mitchell, Pte. H. Cribbon, Pte. C. D. Sandford,
Pte. G. A. Hollands, (late 4th Buffs, T.A.), Pte. G. H. Coleman Pte.
R. G. Brackpool, Pte. C. Hickman, Pte. G. W. Kimber.
'

DISCHARGES

6278065 C.S.M. S. H. Follett, 6278454 Pte. R. Tenner, 6280900
Pte. W. J. Hogben, 6282148 Pte. F. Wood, 6282147 Pte. W. T. Smith,
6281903 Pte. W. Jones, 6393004 Pte. E. Middleton, 6282111 Pte.
F. J. Vanns, 6282099 Pte. P. O. Vanns, 6282157 Pte. W. E. Stone
6278673 Pte. C. G. Lewis, 6282046 Pte. B. Aldridge, 6281803 Pte. C. E.
Tyler, 6279710 Pte. E. Johnson.

PROMOTION.

6279405 A/C.S.M.I. F. Horlock, (A.P.T. Staff attd. Depot), Pro
moted W.O. Class II. and confirmed in appointment of C.S.M.I with
effect from 1/7/16. (Auth. Part II. No. 61, Headquarters P.T., dated
Aldershot, 17/8/23).
6282082 Pte.
1/9/23.

APPOINTMENT.
E. Gorham, appointed unpaid LanceCorporal on
EDUCATIONAL AWARDS.

The following were granted Second Class Certificates of Education
at an examination held on 3rd August, 1923 :—
6448990 L/C. W. Knights, 6282035 Pte. W. Kavanagh, 6279862
Pte. J. Bryan, 6278352 Dmr. J. Simpson, 6278533 Pte. Freelove
6279429 Pte. Tallack.
And the following Third Class Certificates on the same date
0282093 Pte. W. Adams, 1885158 Pte. G. Bamford, 8282037 Pte. L
Baker, 6282054 Pte. W. Hawkins, 6282061 Pte. Worthington, 6282107
Pte. W. Brookes, 6282095 Pte. H. Bailey, 6337657 Pte. Fellowes
6281982 Pte. Mitchell, 6281985 Pte. J. Woolley, 6282098 Pte. Bridger'
6282082 Pte. Gorham, 6282039 Pte. Kelsey, 6282065 Pte. E. Smith!
The undernamed were awarded Third Class Certificates of Edu
cation on 13th July, 1923:—
6336948 Pte. S. Acott, 6281965 Pte. J. Green, 6281915 Pte. T.
Savage.

REENLISTMENT.

Pte. C. S. E. Sharpe (late 6279851, The Buffs).

The 4th Battalion.
 , DISCHARGES

6281512 L/C. C. F. Hearnden, 6280793 Pte. H. Purvis, 6280977
Pte. A. C. Maybourne, 7143385 Pte. J. Crutchfield, 6281185 Pte. S. G
Bills, 6281282 Pte. R. A. Alliston.
Ptes. J. F. Terry,
Potter.

ENLISTMENTS.

E. G.

Dixon, J. G. Hinman, B. H. Cornish. A.

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.

6280998 Cpl. E. Newman, 6280905 Cpl. E. H. Mantle, appointed
Lee. Sgt.
6278004 Pte. F. C. Ashby, 6281283 Pte. W. Lewis, 5280299 Pte. S.
Marshall, 6280925 Pte. L. B. Franklin, 6281434 L/C. A. T. Farrett
6281342 Pte. L T. Ames, promoted Corpls.
6280783 Pte. F. Gadsden, 6281800 Pte. A. S. Fusco, 6280930 Pte.
H. Boswell, 6280639 Pte. D. E. Helmes, 6280482 Pte. H. Smithers
6280455 Pte. C. Horn, 6280751 Pte. C. H. Smith, 6278003 Pte. L. Lav'
6280862 Pte. H. Biss, appointed Lee. Cpls.
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6448265 L/C. C. Ward. Promoted Signalling Cpl.
Pte. E. Potter promoted Sergeant.

REENGAGEMENTS.

6278041 Pte. L Thompson, reengaged for a further period of
One Year as from 1/8/23.

TRADE TKSTS

621146 Sgt.Tailor A. J. Philpott, 6280845 PioneerSgt. C. R.
Cootnbes, passed trade test, Canterbury.

T

Careers for Boys.

N connection with the scheme for training boys
with a view to their being enlisted into various
technical corps of the Regular Army, it is officially
stated that a boy who has been enlisted under instruc
tions from the War Office for training in a trade will
not be trained in any other trade than that for which
he was enlisted without authority from the War Office.
In the event of a boy being considered by his
Commanding Officer (after not less than three months'
training) unlikely to become an efficient tradesman
in his selected trade, a report on the case will be sub
mitted direct to the War Office, stating at the same
time if the boy is desirous of and recommended for
training in any other trade, or alternatively in another
class (e.g., drummer, trumpeter, etc.)
In cases where a boy is desirous of being trained
in another trade, his parents (or guardians) will be
consulted by the War Office. If, however, the boy
refuses to be trained in another trade, or if he is desirous
of being so trained and his parents (or guardians)
withhold their consent to the proposed alteration in
training, authority for his discharge from the Army will
he given.
A boy who has been enlisted for training as a trades
man will not be discharged in any circumstance without
reference to the War Office.
Marriage Allowance.
It is pointed out that cases have come to light in
which soldiers have pleaded ignorance of the conditions
governing the issue of marriage allowance to wives when
separated from their husbands.
The allowance is admissible only when the separa
tion is due to the exigencies of the service, and not when
they are separated by mutual consent, by order of
Court, or by the refusal of one of the parties to live with
the other. Soldiers are personally responsible for noti
fying immediately any change "in the conditions of
separation; and failure to do so will render them
liable for any consequent overissues to their families.

"The Dragon" Small Ads.
(For Rates apply lo the Editor).

O I D NEY T E R R Y , Electrical and Mechanical
O Engineer, 88 St. Dunstaji's Street, Canterbury.
Electrical Installations, Bells, Telephones, Country
House Electric lighting Plants, and complete Wireless
sets supplied. Telephone No. 19 Canterbury. Tele
grams, 4' Terry, Canterbury."

R

P A R T N E R, Borough Meat Store, Canterbury.
* Telephone 309. Deal from an exService man,
who caters for the Officers' Mess, Depot. One quality
only, the best.

T
M

BEVERLEY, Military Photographer, 66 Park Road,
. Cheriton. Enlargements & Miniatures a speciality.

R . H U G H E S , Confectioner and Pastrycook.
Dances and Socials catered for. Cooked Meats
always ready. The Dove Bakery, 115 Northgate Street,
Canterbury.
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Charles PHILLIPS & SON
BAKERS and  
  PASTRYCOOKS
ELECTRIC MACHINE BAKERY
CANTERBURY

MERCERY LANE. — ST. DUNSTAN'S. — NORTHGATE.
High Class Bread & Cakes as supplied to the
Cavalry Depot Officers and to many Married
Families of The Buffs,

vT.

JOHN JONES & Co.
6

Telegrams:
Equipments. London.

STATIONER and TOBACCONIST

'Phone :
Gerrard 5120.

TAILORS TO THE BUFFS
Officers' measures registered and any
Kit forwarded home and abroad.
Representatives visit all home stations.
ESTIMATES

ZEHDW^IRylDS

Northgate Post Office, CANTERBURY.

REGENT STREET, LONDON, S.W. 1

FREE

UPON

APPLICATION

FOSTER & Co.
6

REGENT STREET, LONDON, S.W.I
O

,

Good Assortment of Post Cards, Yievs, etc.

By appointment "THE BUFFS"

ZEE. IB. TAYLOR
BAKER and CONFECTIONER

Regimental Colours  
  Blazers  Sweaters

20 Palace Street & 22 High Street
CANTERBURY
Cakes of every description always in stock.

RALLY TO AN OLD BUFF!

ARTHUR

WELLS

53 St. Peter's Street
CANTERBURY
G

TELEPHONE 14.

John Groves & Sons, Ltd.
Brewers,
Wine and Spirit Merchants
Order Offices, and Retail Wine and Spirit Stores,

For Smart uptodate

 TAILORING

ALL PUBLIC SCHOOL COLOURS



Men leaving the Regiment are well on
towards employment if they are smartly
dressed. — — — Terms: Cash.

W. & R. FLETCHER, Ltd.
jfanulv! ffiutcbeis
102 Northgate Street
CANTERBURY
Speeial terms to Messes

—
—
—
Families waited upon daily
MANAGER:—F. R. vSANGERS (Late The Buffs).

63 St. Thomas Street (cenera^Pos® Office).
Hope Brewery, WEYMOUTH
Daily Deliveries to Portland.

BROADCASTING
We are manufacturing Broadcast Receiving
Sets (B.B.C.) under Marconi Licence which for
efficiency and price compare very favourably with
anything else on the market.
Wireless Expert Mr. LESLIE GOULDEN,

39 & 40 High Street, CANTERBURY

PRINTED BY GIBBS & SONS, 43 PALACE STREET, CANTERBURY.

JfygP8o/f
mm

Post free
Ireland & Abroad.
8/ per annum.
4/ 6 months.
2  3 months.
Write: Editor,
Depot, The Buffs,
Canterbury
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Personalia.

K congratulate all concerned on the success of the
first Regimental Golf Meeting, held on the Royal
St. George's Golf Links, Sandwich, on the 4th and 5th
October. The meeting is described in full on page 391.
It was much regretted that the contingent from the
2nd Battalion was so small; it consisted of lieutenants
King, Penlington and J. C. T. Crozier.

jjf. ]

Price Sixpence.

Mr. Lott became Q.M.S. in the Ordnance Dept.
during the war and is now living at 37 Palace Street.
He is band sergeant of the 4th Battalion which we
hope will secure any engagements which have hitherto
fallen to the Depot band.
Captain C. L. MurrayKidd, who we were glad to
see at the Golf Meeting, sailed for China on the 20th
October.

On page 391 will be found full particulars of the
Annual Dinner of the Past and Present Association and
also of the march to the Cenotaph during the afternoon.

Mr. F. H. Plummer, who served with the 1st
Battalion and was at Sandhurst with the late P. V.
DrakeBroekman, is living in Temple Gardens, B.C. 4.

It is hoped that readers of The Dragon will assist
in making these arrangements known amongst their
friends : stamped post cards containing full particulars
can be had gratis on application to the Secretary for
distribution.

The .ChaplainGeneral (Bishop Taylor Smith) will
visit the Verne Citadel, Portland, this month, and will
preach at the Buffs' Parade Service at the Garrison
Church on Sunday morning, November 25th.

All who have served or are serving in any battalion
which bears or has borne the title, The Buffs, will be
welcome.

Last month C.S.M. Couchman, from the Permanent
Staff at Dover, attended at the Royal Small Arms
Factory, Enfield Lock, for a strenuous course of in
struction in Machine Guns, which he successfully
and creditably negotiated, and thereby upheld the
reputation of the Regiment to which he has the proud
distinction of adorning.

We asked to state that Mr. C. Cook referred to in
the October Dragon is a cousin and not nephew of Mr.
E. Cook and that his present address is Berners Street,
Oxford Street, and not as previously stated.
Major F. W. Tomlinson represented the regiment
at the unveiling by H. R. H. the Duke of Connaught
of the memorial to FieldMar,shal Barl Roberts at St.
Paul's Cathedral on the 17th October.
We hear that Mr. S. T. Ovenden (late Pte. 241882,
of the 4th and 5th Battalions) is working at the Lang
horne Hotel, Folkestone.
His old friends of the 2nd Battalion may not be
aware that Mr. W. E. Mills (late 8167, Sergeant) is head
of the Officers' Medal Issue Department, in A.G. 10's
branch of the War Office. Up to a short time ago he
had no less than 40 clerks under him. He has held
this appointment since the armistice.

We hear from Enfield Lock that a Dance and
Distribution of prizes took place at the Conservative
Club, Waltham Cross on the 1st of October, when Mr.
A. H. Baker was awarded a Case of Silver Spoons for
a " possible " on the Miniature Range in connection
with the local Carnival festivities. Not too bad for
a youngster who enlisted in The Buffs in February,
1882, nearly 42 years ago.

Lieutenants Mallam, Penlington and Rowe were
all plajdng for the Army Crusaders against Charterhouse
on the 10th October.

Mr. C. T.Matthews, an old l/4th Battalion Sergeant
writes from Cafe Demarquay, Barzentin, par Longueval,
Somme, that he is in charge of four cemeteries under the
I.W.G.C. They lie near Mametz Wood, High Wood,
Trones Wood, and Bernefroy Wood. Many Buffs
are buried there. Those who have lost relations or
chums will be glad to know that the graves are well
looked after. Mr. Matthews adds, "If you want any
particular photograph let me know."

A correspondent writes that a few days back, on his
way up to barracks from the General Post Office at
Canterbury, he met no less than seven old Buffs. First,
9102 Pte. Church—a member of the Crippen draft;
then 3333 Pte. A. Smith ; then, in the distance, going
his postman's rounds, Sgt. Baker; then Oswald
Templeton, on the same errand ; and then Corporal
Lott (late 2852). Then, in barracks, he met Captain
Read, Dr. Graham and Quartermaster Sergeant Ings.

Major H. F. Sparrow writes " I met a fellow at
Dinard, this summer who had the adjoining tobacco
plantation in Nyassaland to poor Soames. He told me
that Soames was taken ill, but made light of it; the
illness proved to be appendicitis and when he was
operated on it was too late. He was buried at Zomba.
Notwithstanding the fact that he lost his right arm in
the war, he went in for all forms of sport. He was
much respected.
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Personalia—Continued.
We are glad to hear that Mr. J. W. Kesby restarted
work on the 6th September after being on the sick list
for nine months. He sends his regards to all old
comrades and wishes The Dragon continued success.
Corporal W. Beach is working in Birmingham.
He was in the Drums of the 2nd Battalion at Harrismith
and played ' back ' for the Regimental Hockey Team.
He was left behind when the Battalion went to Hong
kong. He lost his wife at the beginning of the war,
but married again. We are pleased to hear he his doing
well and wish him success.
Mr. T. R. Lawson No. 1 Squadron, R.A.F., Hinaidi,
Baghdad, Iraq, asks if anyone can put him in touch
with Sergeant Duffield (Duffy), originally 1/10, Middle
sex, but transferred to l/5th The Buffs, and finally to
a Trench Motar Battery in 35th Brigade ? His home is
somewhere in Chiswick."
We are looking forward to receiving articles from Mr.
Lawson when he reaches his new station.
No. 6278724 Pte. C. W. Bradley, M.G.P., 1st
Battalion, asks for the address of Pte. William Chap
man late 2nd Battalion. His home is near Towcester,
Northamptonshire. He was employed with the regi
mental transport from 1919 until Pte. Bradley left in
October 1922, who thinks he was discharged" on the
Battalion's arrival in England.
It is hoped that all who can will take part in the
march to the Cenotaph on the 17th November.
PLACE OF ASSEMBLY.—North side of Trafalgar
Square near the National Gallery.
TIME.—2.45 p.m.
Congratulations to BtMajor A. G. Kenchington,
M.C., on becoming an interpreter (2nd class) in German.
Captain C. E. A. and Mrs. Terry are living at Lig
borough, Nr. Ivybridge, S. Devon. We are glad to
hear that Captain Terry is practising hard for the next
regimental golf meeting.
His younger brother, Mr. A. D. R. Terry, who
served in the 8th Battalion, has bought a small farm
near Ipswich.
Mr. G. Elvin, who is living at East Twickenham,
has not yet found any employment.
Mr. R. Wyatt, late No. 6279091 (Signals) writes
that he is now working at the Upper Ordnance Wharf,
Rotherhithe. The work, improving and dezincing
lead and silverizing it, is very interesting. Mr. Billy
Weeks' wedding he describes as a rare old time. He
would like to know if Dohie Baker (Signals " D ")
still remembers the Ottoman Bank ghost at Kirkuk or
if Middleton (A) still charms his socks though they
never beat Alf. Capper's, especially on the Pathankoti
Dalhousie Road.
vSergt. Ongley, D.C.M., and Sergt. Fawcett, have
been selected to attend the Long Qualifying Course,
Rifle and Light Automatic combined, at the Small
Arms School, Hythe, from 15th October to 21st Decem
ber, 1923 : Lieut. Webster is attending the same course.
Sergeant Clayton is under orders to proceed to
Gibraltar on being posted to the 1st Battalion.
It will be of interest to C.Q.M.Sergt. Johnny Sayer
that his old pal, (T.J.B.) when recruits, is keeping well
and is anxious to hear from him again.

Will " Toff Wall," or his old chums, kindly let Mr.
T. J. Birrell, Thornhill, Clive Road, Rochester have his
address as Mrs. B. is anxious to renew correspondence
with Mrs. W.
Will Mr. A. W. Andrews of Gillingham who sug
gested a meeting of exBuffs in Chatham or Gillingham
in last month's Dragon kindly get in touch with Capt.
W. R. Birrell, M.C., 197 Balmoral Road, Gillingham,
who with the aid of his brother could no doubt carry his
suggestion into effect and perhaps build up a good
branch of the Association in the Medway Towns.

News of Old Buffs.

BY CAPTAIN W. R. BIRRELL, LATE THE BUFFS.
N the course of my travels as Secretary of the
South Eastern Area British Legion, which covers
Kent, Hants., Berks., I. of Wight, Surrey, and Sussex.
I very often come across Old Buffs to whom I have
given advice on Pensions, appeals, Relief, and Employ
ment, and I make the suggestion that from time to time
particulars of these might be published in The Dragon ;
this should mean additional subscribers to The Dragon
and many old Pals being linked up again. Here are
the names of those whom I have recently encountered :
W. SORRELL, No. 8677, late B Company, 2nd Battalion
served at Wellington, India, came home with the
Battalion and served in France, was rounded up
by the Bosch in the engagement, Ypres, 23rd April,
1915 ; now well and hearty, in employment at
Bournemouth, Hants., anxious to get in touch with
some of his Pals, wishes to become a subscriber to
The Dragon, resides at 6, Upper Terrace, Bourne
mouth, Hants.
W. SPARSHOTT, NO. 3247 ?, served in the 2nd Battalion
at Chatham and Ireland and South Africa was
servant to Capt. Eustace who was killed at Drie
fontein, now out of work, single, requires situation
as Valet, Butler, or indoor Servant, can do Plain
Cooking, possesses very good references, I am
endeavouring to place him, now resides at 220,
Arlington Road, Camden Town, N.W. 1. ; anxious
to get in touch with his old Pals.
HARRY BARNES, (Bumper) late Sergt. and Transport
Sergt. of the 2nd, now residing at Chatham, address
British Legion Club, 103, High Street, Chatham,
going strong.
W. HILL, was Transport Sergt. of the 1st Battalion
during the War, now serving in the Kent County
Police at Lenham, Kent.
J. COLLIER, late Transport Driver in France, also in
the Kent County Police, at Chatham.
G. AUSTEN, another of the 1st Battalion Transport,
also a Policeman at Gillingham.
TOM WHEATLEY, late of the 2nd and the 8th Battalion,
now in harness in Chatham Dockyard, keen worker
on behalf of the Exservice men and now Vice
Chairman of the Chatham Legion, resides at 50,
Castle road, Luton, Chatham.
CAPTAIN J. PRESNAIL, 3rd Royal West Kent Regiment
attached to the 1st Battalion during the War,
considers himself a Buff, is Councillor at Chatham,
and now Auctioneer at 225, High Street, Chatham,
is VicePresident of the Chatham Branch British
Legion, in this organisation I am pleased to have
the support of good old Buffs, having the honour
to be the Chairman of the Chatham Branch,
STEADY THE BUFFS.
T. F. HARRINGTON, late Lieut. 1st Battalion, formerly
R.S.M. of the 1st Battalion ; his good work should
be well remembered. He was badly wounded and
taken Prisoner in the great Raid made by the 1st
Battalion at Hulluck ; he is now as well as can be
expected and is residing at Mill House, Burwell,
Cambridgeshire. Is also anxious to hear from
old friends.
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The Regimental Committee.

The Buffs at St. George's, Sandwich.

INCE our last publication, under this heading,
there have been three meetings of the committee
at which much spade work was accomplished.
BUFFS' DIRECTORY.
A Card Index Filing System is being set up in
which it is hoped that the name and address of every
member of the regiment, whether past or present, will
be recorded. There has been an. encouraging response
to the appeal for names and addresses, but more are
needed.
AREA REPRESENTATIVES.
The following have very kindly consented to act :—
AREA.
NAME.
No. 1. Dover
F. W. FOSTER.
4. Canterbury
LT.COL. FELLOWES.
7. Ashford
LT.COL. EADON.
8. Faversham... CAPTAIN G. HAS TINGSWHELER.
9. Tenterden
COL. J. BODY.
10. Cranbrook....CAPT. A. E. LOYDHARDCASTLE.
11. Maidstone... BRIG.GEN. A.J W± IT ACRE ALLEN.
12. Medway
.CAPT. W. W. BIRRELL.
13. Mailing...MAJORGEN. SIR A. LYNDEN BELL.
14. Tonbridge
MAJOR A. STUART ELMSLIE.
15. Sevenoaks
COL. F. BRADLEY DYNE.
We tender our profound apologies to Captain Loyd
Hardcastle and General Lynden Bell whose ranks and
names are as now stated and not as given in the October
number.
SANDHURST MEMORIAL.
It is regreted that owing to a printer's error, on
page 356 of the October Dragon, the amount already
subscribed to the panel to be put up by the Buffs is
given as £60 instead of £35. As a fesult of the appeal
to the nextofkin and the notice in The Dragon, a further
sum of £30 3s. 6d. has been received, making a total
of £65 3s. 6d. Thus the sum of £40 is sUU'required
to make up the necessary £100.
The following have subscribed since the 15th
September :—Mrs. Bullock, Miss Davidson, Mrs. Goff,
Lady Hall, Dowager Lady Ley, Mrs. Shervinton, Mrs.
Webster and Mrs. Welldon ; Rev. E. A. Ommanney ;
Messrs. J. Fort, Walter Furley, L. P. Kekewich, C. W. H.
Newington, F. H. Plummer and J. F. H. Trueman ;
Colonels E. T. Buttanshaw and Sir C. B. Vyvyan, bart. ;
Majors G. A. Porter and W. Sankey ;
Br.General
R. Bayard.
Cheques should be made payable to the Sandhurst
Memorial and sent to the Secretary, Past and Present
Association, Depot the Buffs, Canterbury.
F. W. T.
PAMPHLET.
Work on the Pamphlet is being pushed forward and
it will, we hope be in the hands of all those whose
addresses we have early in the New Year. We, there
fore, once more ask for addresses and again more
addresses.
ANNUAL DINNER.
The Annual Dinner of the Past and Present
Association, the Buffs, has been finally arranged for the
17th November, at 7.15 p.m., at Harrod's Stores, Hans
Road, entrance off >Sloan Street. Price of Dinner,
6/ per head.
It is urgently requested that all those intending
to be present should advise the Secretary of the Past
and Present Association as early as possible.
MARCH TO CENOTAPH.
The march to the Cenotaph will take place at 3 p.m.,
and all participating are asked to be at the place of
assembly, i.e., the North Side of Trafalgar Square,
opposite the National Gallery at 2.45 p.m.

FIRST ANNUAL GOLF MEETING.
'"THE first regimental
* golf meeting was
held at Sandwich on
the 4th and 5th of
October, on the links of
the Royal St. George's
Golf Club. The cour
tesy of the green was
very kindly extended
to the officers of the
regiment on these two
days by the committee
and no green fee was
charged. It may here
be said that the mem
bers of the Royal St.
George's G.C. showed
the greatest considera
tion, in allowing
precedence to officers
playing in the various
competitions, and that
the Secretary ( Mr.
W. C. Collins) gave
the most valuable ad
vice and assistance to
Major Tomlinson, the
secretary of the meet
ing, and to Gen. Finch
By kind permission of the Sport and
Hatton who undertook
General Press Agency.
the laborious but
MAJOR L . HOWARD SMITH.
necessarytask of issuing
and receiving match cards, checking scores and
tabulating results.
Entries were received from 30 past and present
officers and of these 26 actually took part; their
names and handicaps are given below. Colonel Findlay,
Captain Morley and Mr. P. J. Buttanshaw were unable
to come at the last moment; and Major Guy Lee, who
organized a totalisator in connection with the meeting,
was unable to play owing to a badly damaged finger.
With the exception of Major H. S. Hardy and Lieuten
ants Penlington and J. C. T. Crosier, all the players
lodged at the Guilford Hotel, Sandwich Bay, as also
did General Finch Hatton and Major Lee. It was
pleasant to find Major F. S. Reeves able to play again
and everybody was glad to welcome Colonel Geoffrey
Mairis back to the fold, if one may say so, without
prejudice to the Green Howards.
Players began to arrive in good time on the 3rd
October, some of them hoping to play a few holes in
the afternoon ; but the weather—drenching rain and
a gale of wind—made such a thing impossible even to
the keenest golfer. In fact, on Wednesday night,
it seemed impossible that it could clear up in time
for play on the morrow. A general meeting was held
before dinner chiefly to find out whether there were any
suggestions for the next meeting. Major G. A. Porter
proposed and it was agreed that the committee be asked
to consider the question of playing the 36 hole compe
tition on the mornings of two different days, instead of
on the morning and afternoon of the same day. It
was also decided that the winner of General Paget's
challenge cup for the best 36 holes, medal play under
handicap, be not eligible to win the cup presented for
the best 18 holes of the first round. It was also decided
that a percentage of the takings on the totalisator
should be given to regimental charities. The sum
so realized amounted to £5 15s. 3d. Major Lee was
assisted by Mr. A. H. Goodall, who acted as " book
maker's clerk."

S
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The Buffs at St. George's—Continued.
Although it was still blowing a gale on Thursday
morning it was fortunately fine.
Players were off
soon after 9 o'clock, some going to the links in the
hotel bus and others in private cars, of which there
were about a dozen. The best return for the morning
was handed in by Major Howard Smith, whose nett
score was 82 (9412) ; Major Porter, with a nett score
of 86 (9812) being second and winning the cup presented
by General Paget.
The feature of the afternoon was the play of Captain
Baird, who went round in 84 (9713). This for a man
wearing an artificial limb, playing a second round in
a tearing gale, which in nowise diminished as the day
wore on, was indeed a triumph of endurance. The
prize for the best 18 holes in the afternoon was pre
sented by Major Porter.
The winner of the challenge cup, with replica,
presented by General Sir Arthur Paget, Colonel of the
Buffs, for the best 36 holes, medal play under handicap,
was won by Major Howard Smith with a nett score of
171 ; Captain Baird was second with a nett score of
174, and Major Porter and Captain Jessel were bracketed
third with a score of 176.
The best gross score for the day was handed in by
Mr. A. H. Goodall, who went round in 189 and thus
won the prize presented by Major Guy Lee ; Major
Howard Smitlf and Mr. Creswick were bracketed second
with scores of 195.
The best last 9 holes, morning or afternoon, was
won by Major G. A. Porter, with a nett score of 40.
Prize presented by Captain Baird.
The Past versus Present match was won by the
Past, the eight best nett scores being:—Captain
Baird (174), Major Porter (176), Captain Jessel (176),
Mr. A. H. Goodall (179), Colonel F. Bradley Dyne
(183), Mr. M. Creswick (187), MajorGeneral Sir A.
LyndenBell (188) and Captain V. Newton Moss (195).
The prizes for this event consisted of five prints of
Prince George of Denmark, presented by Major A. H.
TyldenPattenson, and three of John, Duke of Argyle,
both Colonels of the Buffs, presented by Major Tomlin
son.
Another pleasant evening was spent at the Guilford
Hotel and to the great relief of all, Friday morning
dawned fine and still and proved, in fact, a perfect
golfing day. The result of the morning competition,
18 holes against bogey, under handicap, was another
win for Major Howard Smith, who finished 5 up on
Bogey. Mr. Goodall (1 up) was second. The prize
for this event was a cup presented by Colonel Findlay.
The Bogey Foursome Competition, played in the
afternoon, was won by Major J. V. R. Jackson and
Captain H. de M. Morgan who finished 2 up ; whilst
Major F). B. Burns and Major Howard Smith, all square,
were second. The prizes for this event were presented
by Major Porter.
LIST OF COMPETITORS, WITH HANDICAPS.
Captain H. H. C. Baird, D.S.0
13
Lieut.Col. J. Body, D.S.O., O.B.E.
16
Colonel Sir T. Brinckman, Bart., C.B.
...
... 16
Major E. B. Burns ...
...
...
...
...
9
M. Creswick, Esq.
...
...
...
...
...
4
J. C. T. Crozier, Esq.
...
...
...
... 20
Lieut.Col. F. Bradley Dyne
...
...
...
8
A. H. Goodall, Esq. ...
...
...
...
...
5
Major H. S. Hardy, O.B.E., M.C
13
Captain A. G. Herbert
...
...
...
... 14
Major J. V. R. Jackson
...
...
...
...
8
Captain G. Jessel, M.C.
...
...
...
... 14
J. E. King, Esq
9
Maj.Gen. Sir A. LyndenBell, K.C.B., K.C.M.G. ... 17
Col. Comdt. R. Mc Douall, C.B., C.M.G., etc.,
... 18
Lieut.Col. G. B. de M. Mairis, D.S.O.
...
... 18
Captain H. de R. Morgan, D.S.O. ...
...
... 15

Captain V. Newton Moss
...
...
...
... 18
General the Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur Paget, P.C., G.C.B. 9
T. N. Penlington, Esq.
...
...
...
... 22
Major G. A. Porter
... 12
Major F. S. Reeves ...
...
...
...
... 13
Major L. Howard Smith
...
...
...
... 12
Major F. W. Tomlinson
...
...
...
... 24
Lieut.Colonel W. H. Trevor, D.S.O
10
Major H. E. Ward, O.B.E.
...
6
THANKS TO COMMITTEE.
To the Editor of The Dragon.
Dear Editor,
I have been asked by the Officers who took part
in the Regimental Golf Tournament to write and say
how very deeply indebted we all are to the Committee
for the admirable arrangements they made for the
comfort of everyone and for the immense amount of
work they must have done to make the Tournament
the great success it undoubtedly was. Of the thousand
and one things to be done in connection with a Tourna
ment of this kind, not the smallest detail was forgotten.
In fact the whole of the arrangements were a master
piece of organisation and General Finch Hatton as
President of the Regimental Committee may well
look back with pride on the first Regimental Golf
Tournament. He will, we know, be the first to recognise
that the success of the Tournament was in no small
degree due to the months of hard work done by Major
Tomlinson, to whom a special debt of thanks is owing
not only for so ungrudgingly giving his time to working
out the details of all the arrangements, but for his
unfailing kindness and good temper in answering the
endless questions which were put to him at all hours of
the day and night.
To Major Guy Lee and Captain Baird, also, we
owe no small debt and we all hope that Major Lee's
efforts with the totalisator may result in a substantial
benefit to the Benevolent Fund. Captain Baird, in
addition to his untiring work in connection with the
Tournament, set a fine example and earned the admira
tion of all by the gallant way in which he played two
rounds in an 80 mile an hour gale.
The Committee will doubtless be pleased to hear
that, thanks to their excellent work, the Buffs' Regi
mental Golf Tournament has established itself as
a permanency and that everyone of us left Sandwich
with the firm resolve that wild horses would not prevent
our being present at the Tournament next year.
Yours,
A. LYNDEN BEEE,
MajorGeneral.
Balances of Deceased Soldiers.
The following amounts are available for distribution
amongst the NextofKin (or others entitled) of those
Buffs whose names are given.
Applications from persons supposing themselves
as NextofKin should be addressed by letter to " The
Secretary, War Office, London, S.W. 1.," and marked
outside " Effects."
£ s. d.
Pte. G. Edwards
... 10 8 10
l 15 2
Pte. J. Edwards
...
9 7 6
Pte. J. T. Malearie
...
52
18 5
Pte. E Smith
Pte. S. C. Webb
... 11 13 10
Pte. A. Barker
...
6 7 1
Pte. T. W. Curry
... 25 19 2
...
5 1 8
Pte. R. H. Harrod
...
...
5 16 2
Pte. E.J.Day
Pte. B. A. Nelson
...
7 5 1
Pte. R. G. Weeks
...
6 4 10
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The 1st Battalion.

I

T is regretted that our news
was not sent home in time for
inclusion in the October Dragon,
but our excuse must be that
at the time when they were due
we were all packed up and so
had no paper on which to write,
or were at sea and did not feel
well enough to do so, or were
unpacking and had no ink.
Anyhow, we will endeavour to
give a brief summary now of our
doings since leaving Turkey,
and try to be in time for November.
The battalion landed at
Gibraltar on September 10th.
A, C and the Headquarter Com
panies are quartered in South
Barracks, as are also the Officers'
Mess and Sergeants' Mess. B and D Companies are in
the Casemate Barracks about a mile and a half away,
at the other end of the City. These two Companies
also have a Sergeants' Mess and Canteen of their own.
We had not been very many days in our new quarters
before we had to get busy in preparation for welcoming
the new Governor, His Excellency, General Sir Charles
Monro. A Company supplied a Guard of Honour
under Capt. L. M. S. Essell. This Guard paraded
opposite Government House with the band and King's
Colour (carried by Lieut. ThorneThorne) while the
Irish Guards found a similar Guard at the landing
stage. The remainder of the battalion lined the route
for part of the distance. A salute of twentyone guns
announced the arrival of His Excellency in the harbour,
and a little later he arrived at Government House,
and the Guard paid the customaxy compliments.
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On October 3rd we again had to find a Guard of
Honour, this time on the occasion of the visit of His
Excellency the Governor of Algeciras. B and D Com
panies found this Guard, which was under the command
of Capt. E. E. D. Strettell, with Lieutenant Tuke as
Subaltern of the Guard, Lieutenant T. H. Keble carried
the Colour.
Cricket was still in full swing when we arrived, so
the eleven were able to play a few matches. But the
chief games of interest were those between the ' Old
Garrison ' and the ' New.' The ' Old ' Garrison were
represented by the R.G.A. and other units who were in
Gibraltar before our arrival. The ' New' Garrison
was composed of the Irish Guards, other units just
arrived from Turkey, and ourselves. Sgt. Hills Pte.
Corrigan, and Capt. N. A. H. Pox played in this team.
Sgt. Hills particularly distinguished himself, making
over 70 runs. If other deeds worthy of note have been
omitted it is because these notes are being written from
memory some time after the events occurred.
It seems to be the general opinion that we shall
like our new station—but some pessimists are already
spreading rumours that our stay here is to be a very
brief one. Various distinctions have been supported—
HongKong, one rumour says, but it might just as well
be the Fiji Islands. Anyhow, all we want to do at
present is to settle down.
After visiting every locality of interest in the Near
East, it is indeed, delightful to be once more in a British
station. The contrast is most striking, for Gib., is,
in so many ways, so very English. The streets are
clean, the houses are kept in repair, everything is
carefully labelled, regulations and notice boards abound,
the High Street (it is not called that) might be a High
Street in Ashford, or Faversham, or Chatham—almost.
One can almost imagine oneself at home. At any rate
it is only four days away.

H.E. the Govenor of Algeciras inspecting the Guard of Honour, 1st Battn. The Buffs.
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There are fairly good opportunities for games of
every description. The football fields are limited, but
several matches have already been played with local
teams. As we are not yet accustomed to playing on
gravel we have not been very successful, but, no doubt,
practice will soon remedy that. 
On September 25th the band under Cpl. J ones played
at the Library in the evening, before a large concourse
of people, and their rendering of popular airs was
very much' appreciated, for Gib., has been deprived
of a Regimental band for some time.

A COMPANY.
Things we want to know.

Who is the " Bruin" and which is the quietest platoon now the

S.S. Somali has left Gibraltar for U.K. ?

Does one hour's lecture on an oil bottle and pull through turn (Third
Class) shots into marksmen or sharpshooters and has the C.S.M.I.M.
seen " The book."
" A SUFFERER."
A year ago various rumours floated around the Battalion to the
effect that the 1st Battalion were to be stationed at Gibraltar, today
we can look around and say " We're here because we're here."

C COMPANY.
An exciting Adventure.

On the 3rd we left Kilia on H.M.T. Hecuba, after a rather exciting
adventure in Kilia Bay. "C" and "D" Coys, embarked upon a
lighter for the journey out to the transport but the lighter's engines
refused to function so we had to be lashed to and towed alongside
the trawler John Hale, but no ! the old X23 lighter seemed to dislike
leaving Kilia and when out in the bay—with, quite a loud snap the fore
towing rope parted and the lighter started toward Kilia again. The
Skipper of the John Hale managed to get her alongside again and
doubled his towing ropes and off we started again, but not yet were
we to get a clear run. We had hardly moved another two hundred
yards when both ropes parted and things began to look rather uncom
fortable as a fairly heavy sea was running at the time and the old
lighter went bobbing up and down until the sea washed over her
stern and drenched the unlucky individuals who were packed there.
It was no joke at the time to be burdened with full equipment, rifle
and kit bags, to sit crowded upon that little old lighter whilst she was
trying to imitate a porpoise, although we all treated it as such. The
situation was saved by a naval transport officer arriving and taking
charge of affairs. After all troops had been transferred to the John
Hale, we pushed off and reached the Hecuba without further mishap.

Life on board.

South Barracks, Gibraltar.
Gibraltar has many good qualities, but contrasts
sadly with Constantinople at night from an amusement
point of view. True, there is a theatre that gives
variety turns in English at the end of each week, and
there are two cinemas which are usually open. But,
of course, Algeciras is only the other side of the bay—
and that is full of every kind of amusement from bull
fighting to—well returning to Gib.
The officers of the Garrison go in a great deal for
polo, which is played just across the border. It was
not many hours before we were literally besieged by
every horse dealer within twenty miles, each one towing
a couple or so of ponies with him. All shapes, sizes
and ages were brought. Of course they were all ' five
off ' or rising six' (they always are) they had all
played polo (they always have) and they had all won
races, or at any rate would (they always do). Would
they drive as well ? You bet they would. What
wouldn't they do ? Wonderful quads !
R. T.
The Battalion is still in a semisettled state. Coming
to a peace station after the experiences of Turkey and
Ireland with an interlude at Shorncliffe of only a
negligible space of time, we find it a lengthy proceeding
to adapt ourselves .speedily to a life of peace and civili
zation. We also are slowly getting acclimatized to
the " Levanter"—an easterly wind which commonly
occurs and has a somniferous effect.
In a very short time the wives and families arrived
and homemaking has been the order of the day for the
married. The quarters considered good, though distance
from barracks to some is a slight disadvantage.
J ust before leaving Kilia we bade farewell to our
Bandmaster, Mr. G. W. Elvin, after nineteen years
service as such with this Battalion. A more detailed
account of Mr. Elvin is being forwarded. Now let
it suffice to add a confirmation to the good wishes
for the future we offered him in person on his departure.
On 11th October, the Governor inspected the
Battalion and addressed the parade, expressing his
pleasure at our turn out. He presented Sgt. Barton
with the medal of The Order of the British Empire
won for gallant service in Ireland. He gave us as a
motto—" A stout heart and a good shot."

The Hecuba, we found, was quite a good boat as far as transports
go, the only fault—to a soldier—being lack of deck space. What space
there was was soon occupied by the leather bunged exponents and
promoters of " Housy Housy " or Tatto as the game is called in May
fair and other slum districts. Of the run from Kilia to Gibraltar I have
little to say. It was of the usual dull routine, although our Band and
some unknown officers did their very best to liven up the evenings
for us and, judging by the O JL's remarks succeeded fairly well. All
credit to them. It is a very hard job to amuse troops aboard a troop
ship.

Gibraltar.

After a seven days' run we finally reached Gibraltar on September
10th and proceeded to our barracks. We ourselves are stationed in
South barracks with our old rivals "A " Company and the Headquarter.
As yet we have not had the time to explore Gibraltar or as the old
soldiers call it " The Rock," but we are doing it by slow stages, and will
be able to tell you more of the place next month. The Irish Guards
arrived here on Thursday and are stationed at three barracks in the
Rock—two companies being at Benna Vista barracks quite close to us,
and a little higher up the Rock. We are looking forward to our stay
at Gibraltar as there are heaps of sports grounds here of all descriptions,
and it is possible to get quite a good excursion into Spain for a few
shillings. The excursions are by "The Welcome" Soldiers' Home
and are very instructive and interesting from what I hear of them.

Families.

A great stir is being caused amongst the ranks of the Benedicts
here by the fact that the married families are due to arrive on Monday,
17th inst. A rumour has just arrived that jjeven of the ladies have
missed the boat and the married men are now left wondering whether
they will be seeing their better halves or not. Poor fellows ! I
sympathise with them—the men who will not meet their wives and
families I mean—of course. When I was single my pockets did jingle,
etc. Cheer up Arthur—Cheer up Mac ! Before I close I should like
to offer the boys congratulations to C.Q.M.S. Ransley on his promotion
to C.S.M. and also to Sgt. Eane to C.Q.M.S. From Wangling rations
in the flesh he has gone to wangling rations in the Pay and Mess book.
Good luck to both.
As a final item it may be interesting to some to know that the last
time The Buffs were stationed on the Rock was from 1862 to 1864 as
shown in the local directory.

Queries.

Which " House " promoter is going to retire first ?
Is it more evil to "Watch" Crown and Anchor than to Play?
(I think the answer is seven days).
Whether the Editor of The Dragon had had a "Guest Night"
when he compiled his copy for September ? (Ask 2nd Battalion M.G.
Section).

THE DRUMS.

Owing to the move of the Battalion to Gibraltar we were unable
to get the sporting news during the month. The morning of the 3rd
September found us all ready to march away from Kilia. At 10.30
a.m. the Battalion formed up and was played away by the 2nd Royal
Fusiliers, although we were all ready ourselves, but we were not needed.
Embarkation took place in the morning on the H.M.T. Hecuba, and
at 7 p.m. same day we were passing through the Dardanelles. We
arrived at Malta on the 6/9/23 but only stopping for an hour, and this
was to put off a sick man. We had plenty of time to spare during the
last four days, so we slowed down to less than halfspeed, finally arriv
ing at Gibraltar, early in the morning on the 10th September. At
2.30 p.m. the Battalion formed up on the Quay, in the order of A, C, E
Companies, headed by Band and Drums forming Head Quarters, followed
by B and D Companies, who went on detachment at "Casemates
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Barracks," ; they are lucky enough to have their Barracks in town.
The position of South Barracks is 011 the side of the Rock, overlooking
the sea, and about oneandahalf miles from the town. It is a
three storey high building consisting of about forty rooms, with the
Guard room in the centre of the building and all rooms fitted with
electric lights.

The New GovernorGeneral of Gibraltar.
General Sir Charles Carmichael Monro, Bart., G.C.B., G.C.S.I.,
G.C.M.G., has been appointed GovernorGeneral of Gibraltar, and
arrived here on the 18th September to take over his post. The Guard
of Honour was found by Head Quarters, also our own Band and Drums,
being the only Military band in Gibraltar. On Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays, every other week, we have the beating off of the Garrison
Retreat, playing through the Main Street from " South Port to Case
mates Barracks."
F.B.

Rosia Bay Bathing Pool, Africa in distance.
THE BAND.

At last, ye rumourites, we have arrived at our longwaited for
destination, Gibraltar. It was on the third day of September that we
embarked on the S.S. Hecuba and took our last look at Carren, but
evertoberemembered Gallipoli after eighteen months holiday amongst
the glorious hills at Chatalja and Chamlija, not to leave out our four
months' happy times in " mansions " on the banks of the " peaceful'
Maritza ! Not a smile coul.1 be seen as we played " Pack up your
troubles " on our way through the Narrows, and " Nobody's Darling,"
was very appropriate for the land we left behind us. Already we feel a
pleasant change in the atmosphere and we hope to soon settle down to
a new life.
We were much more comfortable at Kilia than at our previous
"resorts" and plenty of cutings and spcrt were intermingled with
Company Training and Musketry.
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month. On the 11th October H.E. Gen. Sir C. Munro inspected the
battalion and was quite pleased with the parade. Sgt. Barton was
presented with the O.B.E. for distinction in Ireland, and he afterwards
stood at the saluting base with His Excellency.
" Bertie " Moss, our celebrated comedian, left us on the sixth instant
and few will forget his services to our amusements during those
"Happy" days in the " Republica de Ottomane." His comrades
of the Band wish him the best of luck and hope that every success will
attend him in his new sphere of activity.

Farewell Concert to Bandmaster

Elvin.

The outstanding event of the month, indeed of the year, has been
the departure for the United Kingdom of Bandmaster Elvin, who has
retired to civil life after thirtyfour years' untiring service with the
colours.
His loss will be deeply felt, not only by the band but by all ranks.
A farewell social given on Friday, 24th August, was immensely enjoyed
by the company present, mostly bandsmen and exbandsmen.
After a capital supper, the arrangements for which were capably
carried out by Bdsm. Fearon and Cross, the Bandmaster's health was
proposed by Cpl. Polkinghorne, who was a prime mover in promoting
a successful evening, in a very witty speech; the motion was
acclaimed with great enthusiasm, and toast accorded musical honours.
Mr. Elvin replied at some length reviewing his career, and giving many
words of encouragement and advice to those whom he was leaving.
Now followed the musical items. Cpl. Meakin, debonair as ever, toid
us of some of his escapades, followed by C.Q.M.S. Burt with his famous
monologues "Spotty" and "Jean Dupre." L/Cpl. Brissenden and
Bdsm. Rutter provoked hilarious laughter with their novel turn,
and Cpl. Cornwell enlarged upon the charms and advantages of the
nfeht time, " When it appears quite a number of peculiar things occur."
" Miss " Harriss, of the M.A.O.C., created a furore by her rendering of
"Amazon" and "Absent" and finally Cpls. Meakin and Cornwell
brought down the house, or rather the Mission hut, with their
burglarious scene.
During the evening we were honoured by the presence of Col. Power
and our officers, and at the request of the M.C. the Commanding Officer
presented Mr. Elvin with a handsome Turkish Carpet as a present from
the members of the band. A further presentation to the B.M. on the
same evening will doubtless be referred to in the Corporals Notes,
the following Sunday the B.M. took his leave of us. His car was
drawn through the camp by the bandsmen and followed by the well
known strains of music until out of sight. Our hearts were heavy as
we watched it disappear, for it bore away from us a brilliant musician
and a true friend. Before S.S. Somali sailed in the evening the band
encircled the vessel on a lighter, and bade a last farewell.
May all happiness and prosperity attend Mr. Elvin in his new sphere
of activity.

" NOT

ALL THE

QUAKERS

BE FORGOT."

Harris Shield.

The Harris Shield Cricket finished with " E28 " Company at the
top of the table with possible points, our Company, " CI4," took fourth
place and two points after hard fought games with A, C, and " E23 "
Companies. Our results were as follows.

Cricket.

Julv 17th and 18th: versus " E23" Company. Lost by 8 runs.
Scores":—" E14 " 98 and 87 ; " E23," 46 and 147.
July 22nd : versus " B " Company. Won by an innings and 71
runs.
August 3rd and 4th : versus " C " Company. Lost by 16 runs.
Scores :—" E14 " 40 and 107 ; " C " Compam% 51 and 112.
Chief Scorers: Pte. Grigsby, 26; Lt. Rose, 19; Bdsm. Eewis,
16.
Bowling : L/Cpl. Pearsall, 11 for 60 runs.
August 10th to 11th : versus " A " Company. Lost by one run.
August 27th : versus " D " Company. Won by an innings and
50 runs.
Throughout the competition Cpl. Pearsall took fiftyone wickets
at a cost of under five runs apiece.

Hockey.
At hockey we defeated the Royal Fusiliers Band by the odd goal
in five, Bdsm. Lewis, White and Standen netting one goal each. We
lost two good games to the R.A.M.C. by one to nil and two to one
Lewis netting.
Congratulations to Bdsm. Bray, Fox and Pearsall on being
appointed L/Cpls. and better luck next time to Cpls. Selway and;
Polkinghorne.
The past month has been fully occupied in getting ourselves
climatised in our new station, and very little has been forthcoming
in the way of sport, although we hope to have plenty during the coming

Bandmaster Elvin saying goodbye to some Officers.
WANTED.—The cooperation of every reader of
" The Dragon " to enable us to get into touch with
[[Old Buffs.
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The Royal Portland Legion.

OT very much is known concerning this little
" Legion " of citizensoldiers of Portland ; and the
particulars which follow are gathered from three
papers, by Mr. Henry Symonds, F.S.A., Colonel Sir
William Watts, K.C.B., and the Rev. Herbert Pentin,
M.A., in the Proceedings of the Dorset Natural History
and Antiquarian Field Club.
In the year 1794, as a consequence of the disturbed
condition of France and the renewed apprehension of
a Napoleonic invasion of England, an Act of Parliament
was passed setting forth the desirability of raising
volunteer companies in particular towns, more es
pecially those on or near the seacoast. The minimum
number of men in each detachment was to be sixty,
with the usual complement of officers.
This was the official inauguration of the Volunteer
movement in Britain, and local subscriptions were
invited and received for the citizen army. But the
activities of Bonaparte induced the Government to
pass two more Acts in 1798, and the Lords Lieutenant
of Counties were a iked to furnish returns of men
between the ages of 15 and 60 who would be willing to
be trained for the defence of the kingdom. This
produced a further influx of volunteers, and the system
continued until the ratification of peace at Amiens in
March, 1902, when the existing statutes expired and
many companies were disbanded.
War broke out again in 1803, however, and a series
of Acts were passed authorizing the embodiment of
a new corps of Volunteers to meet the emergency.
The total then raised in Great Britain and Ireland,
amounted to 463,000 men ; and in Dorset the 22 town
and village units were organized as the 1st, 2nd, and
3rd Battalion of Dorset Volunteer Jnfantry. The

Portland company belonged to the 3rd Battalion,
which was commanded by LieutColonel Pleydell
when it was on permanent duty at Weymouth in 1804.
The pay of a private was one shilling for each day
of exercise ; a captain received nine shillings and five
pence, a lieutenant four shillings and four pence, and
an ensign three shillings and five pence.
The Army List of 1803 records, among the Auxiliary
and Voluntary Dorset Regiments and Corps, the
Legion of Volunteers raised in Portland Island and
commanded by Captain John Penn, of Pennsylvania
Castle. The two lieutenants were Harry bowman and
Richard Lano, and the ensign was Henry Pearce. There
was also a paymaster and a surgeon, and the company
comprised 8 noncommissioned officers, 4 drummers,
and 103 privates. In May, 1804, the Legion was on
permanent duty on a report of the enemy being about
to land at Portland, and was inspected by King George
III. in Park Field, near Pennsylvania Castle.
A necessary adjunct to the work of the Volunteers
when watching for Bonaparte and his Armada, was the
telegraph or signal station established on various
Dorset hills and promontories. At Portland, a signal
post was erected at North Point (" Verne Signal ")
and at the Bill.
The Portland Urban District Council possesses
a small fieldcannon which formerly stood in the
grounds of Pennsylvania Castle and bears an in
scription stating that it was " presented to his Ex
cellency John Penn, M.P., Governor of Portland, and
Commandant of the Royal Portland Legion." It
finds a restingplace in the Victoria Gafdens, Fortune's
Well, where the towering and majestic Verne Citadel
looks down with grim smiles on the little threepounder.

King George 111.^inspecting the Royal Portland Legion, 1804.
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General Oglethorpe.*

*It is regretted that there is again no Colonel of
the Buffs article this month. Owing to the absence
abroad of the Earl of Effingham, it has not been found
possible to complete the article on his great grandfather
which was begun in the September Dragon. F.W.T.

I

T may be of interest to some of your readers to
know something more than has been stated in
the daily press about that General Oglethorpe, founder
of Georgia, whose remains the Americans nearly suc
ceeded, during the past month, in removing to the
United States from their restingplace in Cranham
Church. Born the 22nd December, 1696, James
Edward was the fourth son of General Sir Theophilus
Oglethorpe, who was Colonel of the Buffs from 1685
to 1688. A very short account of Theophilus Ogle
thorpe appeared in The Dragon of March, 1922, together
with a reproduction of a print which the writer bought
many years ago, but which has been recently displayed
in the papers as being a portrait of James Edward.
The Oglethorpes were an old Roman Catholic
family, hailing from Oglethorpe, a hamlet in the West
Riding of Yorkshire ; and when the revolution broke out
Theophilus Oglethorpe, Colonel of the Buffs, refused
to take up arms against His Majesty King James II.,
and followed him to France in 1692, having previously
been deprived of his military emoluments and his
regiment being given to Charles Churchill*, brother of
the Duke of Marlborough.

GENJSMJL
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* Colonel of the Buffs, 16881717.
 Theophilus Oglethorpe bought the manor of West
brook, Godalming, in 1688 and to this place he returned
from France in 1698, having taken the oaths to King
William. He sat in parliament as member for Hasle
mere from this time until his death in April, 1702.
He was buried at St. James's, Piccadilly, where the
monument to his memory may still be seen. It was
erected by his widow and bears a Latin inscription
with a wrong date of death. The eldest of his three
daughters, Anne, often spoken of as Queen Oglethorpe,
or her Oglethorpian majesty, was said to be a mistress
of the Chevalier St. George, or Old Pretender. On
the other hand the Old Pretender himself was said to
have been a son of Theophilus Oglethorpe, substituted
on the death of the real prince in 1688. Of his four
sons, at any rate, one, is said to have died in infancy ;
the other three inherited Westbrook in turn, and suc
cessively represented Haslemere. James Edward, the
youngest, came into the property in 1718 and sat for
Haslemere until 1754, when he was defeated and there
upon retired from public life.
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Some twentyfive years before this latter date,
J ames Edward Oglethorpe brought before parliament
the question of the horrors and brutalities of debtors'
prisons, a subject to which he had given much attention.
He gradually conceived the opinion, inspired by his
knowledge of the consequences of pauperism, that
colonization was a remedy for the economical ills of
old countries, and he therefore obtained a charter for
settling the colony of Georgia, in America, named in
honour of George II., who gave him great encourage
ment. Finally, in 1732, in company with 120 settlers,
he embarked at Deptford for America ; and for the
next nine years his life and the history of Georgia are
identical. It is interesting to note that two of the
pillars of his administration in the new colony were the
prohibition of rum and negro slavery ; and it is interest
ing too, to remember that today, nearly 200 years later,
emigration is being advocated as a method of dealing,
in part, with unemployment.
In 1743 he married an heiress by name Elizabeth
Wright who brought him, in addition to a much needed
fortune, Cranham Hall, in Essex where he lived for the
rest of his days, and was buried beneath the church.
His Cranham estates descended to the Marquis of Belle
garde, grandson of one of his sisters.

King's Regulations.

First issue since the War.
up HE first edition of the King's Regulations to be
1
issued since the War may now be purchased
through any bookseller from His Majesty's Stationery
Office/ Military experience since 1914 has rendered
the prewar edition entirely out of date and a glance at
the new edition shows that the book has been practically
rewritten. The new title " The King's Regulations
for the Army and the Army Reserve," for one thing,
is an indication of the alterations effected by the inclu
sion for the first time of the Regulations for the Army
Reserve hitherto issued as a separate volume.
The incorporation of these Regulations under one
Section which will deal with the Army Service, transfer
to the Reserve, Reserve Service and discharge of soldiers,
will effect much saving of time and labour in adminis
tration on the part of Officers in Charge of Records and
Regimental Officers.
Broadly, the arrangement of the new issue presents
the General Organization of the Army, including the
War Office and Commands ; the duties of Commanders
and of the Staff ; and then, in succession, everything
appertaining to the Officer ; and everything relating
to other ranks from enlistment to final discharge.
The section on discipline incorporates among other
changes those rendered necessary by the abolition of
Regimental Courts Martial, but with the revision of the
Manual of Military Law still in progress it has not been
found possible to recast this Section as completely as
will ultimately be necessary. The Section on Move
ments has been wholly rewritten to include all that an
embarkation officer or an Officer commanding a Unit
should know.
Opportunity has been taken in other Sections to
relegate much detail as to Courses, Schools, etc., which
is unsuitable to a major book of regulations, to publica
tions with a more frequent issue and to incorporate in
one Section, as in the case of the Sections dealing with
Officers and Other Ranks, instructions which, though
dealing with one subject, were hitherto scattered
throughout the book. The result has been that, in
spite of the inclusion of much new important matter
both in the body of the book and in the Appendices, a
very considerable curtailment of the old basis has
been found possible with the result that the total size
remains much the same as in 1914.
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The Water we Drink

{Continued).

(Being the seventh of a series of articles on Hygiene in
Barracks specially written for The Dragon by Capt.
J. E. Enright, late The Buffs, Member of the Institute
of Hygiene).
OOK before you leap " is an old proverb which,
J as regards the soldier, might be twisted into
think before you drink." It is, however, a very
difficult matter to do the thinking part, but very simple
to do the drinking.
The terrible experiences of the South African War is
proof positive that men will drink before they think.
When suffering from thirst under the tortures of a
blazing sun, men will go mad to scoop up with their
helmets the slimy liquid of a contaminated pond. The
obvious result is the scurge of disease such as prevailed
at Bloomfontein in 1900.
It is said of the Duke of Wellington, that at the
battle of Badajos, his heart bled for the loss of so many
of his gallant soldiers ; no hearts bled more in history
than those of the officers and men of the Buffs when
at Bloomfontein they daily watched that sad pro
cession making its way to the graveyard to lay to rest
the very pick of the regiment. They died, not by bullets
but through the germs of contaminated and disease
bearing water.
If men will only understand and be convinced of
the danger to life by consuming unwholesome water
and only exercise the necessary will power to suffer
a temporary thirst, rather than invite a permanent
death, then indeed, these short articles will not have
been written in vain.
PHYSICAL TESTS FOR WATER.
Colour.
When looked at sideway's, such as in a glass, it
should be colourless : if however, one pours water into
a narrow tube about two feet in depth and having
a white bottom, and looks down into the water, it will
appear to possess a faint bluish tint.
Ta ste.
Pure water should be tasteless, but this is not an
infallible test as many gases in solution give no taste
to the water. Again, iron in water gives a had taste,
yet, if not in excess is perfectly harmless. One should
always turn down water having a fishy or unusual
flavour and if in an isolated post should send in a
sample to the Medical Officer.
Smell.
This is quite a useful test. Into a small bottle
pour a sample of the water and tightly cork. Insert
the bottle containing sample into warm water for
about 15 minutes. Remove sample, take out cork
and quickly smell. If there is any odour, suspect
contamination and report to the Medical Officer.
ORGANIC CONTAMINATION.
To a sample of water add a little Potassium Per
manganate and stand aside for half an hour. If water
changes from its pink colour it may he suspected as
being rich in organic pollution.
Take a sample of water and by continuous boiling
allow it to evaporate, thus leaving behind in the recep
tacle the solids : ignite these solids and if any nasty
smell arise, such as would be obtained from burning
feathers should the solids blacken, the water should
be suspected of pollution.
Next month the question of other impurities found
in water and their tests will be dealt withf
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Births, Marriages and Deaths.

MARRIAGES.
Ambrose—Morgan.—6278103 A/CQ.M.S. J. Ambrose,
Married at All Saints Church, Tooting, on 9/8/23,
to Ada Morgan.
Ross—Luckley.—6279174 Sgt. A. Ross, M.M., married
at St. George's Church, Hanworth, on 4/9/23 to
Annie Luckley.
Hodges—Simmons.—6278484 A/Cpl. F. Hodges,
D.C.M., married at St. Mary's Church, Summers
town, on 15/9/23 to Elsie Simmons.
Cook—Newing.—On October 11th, 1923, at Sholden
Church, Frederick Richard Cook, R.Q.M.S., 2nd
Battn. The Buffs, Portland, eldest son of Mr. and
Mrs. Sutton, 20 St. Martin's Road, Canterbury, to
Mary Margaret, third daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Newing, of Sholden, Deal
IN MEMORIAM.
Burnside.—In everloving memory of our only son,
Capt. Eustace B. C. Burnside, The Buffs, killed at
Poelcappelle on the 12th October 1917.
%
"To live in the hearts of those we love is not to die."
B rod is.—In beloved and honoured memory of Hugh
W. Brodie (Clare College, Cambs, Barristerat
Law, Inner Temple), Captain, The Buffs, killed in
action at Hulluch, 13th October, 1915. Mentioned
in dispatches for gallant and distinguished services.
Barham.—To the sweet memory of Wilfred Saxby
Barham, Captain, 1st The Buffs, who died 10th
October, 1915, of wounds received in action in the
Salient on the previous day.
Soames.—In proud and loving memory of Major
Alfred Soames, D.S.O., The Buffs, East Kent Regi
ment, who was killed in action in France near the
Hulluch Quarries, on the 13th October, 1915.

W

Obituary.

E regret to announce the death in Cologne yester
day (9th October) of Miss Elizabeth Clement
Humphreys, O.B.E., R.R.C., Acting Principal Matron
of the British Army of the Rhine.
Miss Humphreys, who received her training at the
London Hospital, January, 1897, to April, 1900, served
in the South African Campaign as a Sister, Army
Nursing Reserve, from 18/7/1900 to 14/7/02. She was
appointed to the Q.A.I.M.N.S. 12/2/03 and promoted
Matron 12/11/1911.
During the late war she served in Salonika from
1916 to 1919. She was twice mentioned in G.O.C.'s
Despatches for distinguished service. She was awarded
Royal Red Cross (1st Class) 3/6/17 ; the Order of Officer
of the British Empire 1918 ; and the Greek Medal for
Military Merit (4th Class) 26/11/19.

Miss Humphreys was Matron of Queen Alexandra
Military Hospital, London, from May, 1919, to Novem
ber, 1921, when she proceeded to the British Army of
the Rhine as acting Principal Matron.

MARCH TO CENOTAPH.
There must be many others besides
yourself who would like to take part
in the march to the Cenotaph on the
afternoon of the 17th inst. Tell them
about it.
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The 2nd Battalion.
upo that prophetic bard who
JL wrote " If winter comes,
spring can't be far away " we
here in Portland, tender our
hearty thanks for this latter
assurance. For there is little
or no doubt that wiiiter has
come, judging by the winds,
rains and fogs which seem to
be so prevalent now we have
come back from Portland. We
feel sure that the musketry
experts of the Army would have
added a fourth kind of wind,
when devising the familiar
" wind table," had they lived
at Portland. Their only diffi
culty would have been to find
a suitable word for a typical
Portland breeze. A " howling gale " might cover it.
By the above, readers will doubtless have gathered
that the Battalion has returned " home " from Tidworth
Pennings and severed associations—for a year anyhow—
with the 3rd Division Concentrations and all pertaining
thereto. And the Verne has not changed very much.
The hill leading up to it anyhow, has not become less
steep.
We are a very diminished battalion at present,
A and B Companies being away on annual furlough
until the end of the month. C and D follow them in
December. The training cadre has started functioning
and everything points to a really busy winter before us.
Our old friend Education, too, has been resusticated
and already that deep craving for knowledge is apparent
on everybody's faces as they wend their weary way to
the " halls of knowledge " through the fog and rain.
As regards the games in the Battalion, football has
started in earnest, we having entered for various local
leagues. Our great handicap of course, is lack of
grounds. Hockey too, is going very strong. Onr
losses' at both unfortunately outnumber ' wins,'
but we hope before long to be able to get teams sorted
out, and in the football, team combination. Results of
matches played will be found elsewhere.
The Rev. Pentin, the Battalion Padre, treated us
to a couple of very interesting lectures on Portland
recently. Many listeners were surprised to hear of its
historic part and its one time very close associations
with Romans, Saxons, and Normans. By many
true Portlanders it is regarded still as an Island and
a place entirely separated from England. It was of
course, once an island and is now joined to the mainland
at Wyke Regis by the wonderful Chesnil Beach stretching
17 miles west to Bridport. Portland even retains the
old type of Parliament made many years ago. We were
told also that everything on the island gives way to
quarrying. Wherever good stone is found all above it
has to go. It is said that one member of the Battalion
met with hut little success when he dug up a sample in
the middle of the square and took it to the local Stone
Magnate assuring him that tons and tons of similar
valuable stone were in the Verne for the digging.
The Hunting Season having started, some of the
Officers have commenced following the 'ounds. There
is excellent hunting in Dorset and a good season is
anticipated.
We cannot end these notes without wishing the
Draft, one and all, together with Captain Wilkins,
Lieuts. Fox and Andrews, the ' bon voyage ' and all
the very best of good luck in our sister battalion.

Personal.
We welcome Lieut. Haggard who has recently
joined from Sandhurst. We are hoping that his hockey
and athletic powers will make itself felt in the Battalion.
He has been posted to " D " Company.
Captains Hamilton and Howe, Lieut. Lister and
vSergts. Howard, Freeman and Shoobridge, have rejoined
from their Weapon Training Course at Hythe and are
all busy passing on their knowledge to the Training
Cadre.
We congratulate Lieut. Knight and Cpl. Kelsey of
" A " Company on their obtaining
D " Certificate
at the last School of Education Course.
Lieut, and Quartermaster Andrews will be leaving
us on the 23rd of this month, together with the 1st
Battalion Draft. To them all we wish all good luck.
Mr. Andrews has been doing duty with this Draft and
it has been quite like old times to hear his familiar
voice ' gingering them up.'
Lieuts. Penlington, King and Crozier were our
representatives at the Regimental Golf Meeting at
Sandwich. We hope they will be more successful at
the next one and come away with some of the prizes.
CI.Sergt. J ones arrived with the last draft, brought
here by Captain Morgan whom we were all very pleased
to see, and has been'posted to ' A ' Company in which
he is acting Company Sgt.Major.
Results of 2nd Battalion Hockey and Football
Match to 18/10/23.
FOOTBALL.
HOCKEY.

v. P.W. Vols. Lost 30.
v. Portland United. Host 52.
v. W. Ham. Lost 32.
v. Poole. Lost 52.
v. Blandford. Draw 33.
v. H.M.S. Heather (2nd Team,
Won 51.

Brigade

v. P.W. Vols. Won.
v. R.N., Portland. 33.
v. 1st Bn. Tank Corps. No play.
v. Anti Sub. SCH. Lost 52.
v. Tank Corps, Wool. Lost 70.
v. R.N., Portland. Lost 31.

BOXING.
Novices Competition.

The preliminary rounds of the Bantams and Light Weights of this
competition were fought off on the evening of September 18th and the
morning of the 19th in the open air ring. On the 21st, the day before
leaving camp, the scene of action was shifted to the N.A.A.F.I. Refresh
ment Tent where the semifinals and finals of the above two weights
with the final of the Welters were witnessed. A special fourround
contest was also fought off on this evening.
Of our representatives Pte. O'Neill again proved himself successful
by winning the Bantams without much difficulty, Pte. Harper and
Pte. Brown in the Light Weights both did well, the latter shewing very
promising form. L/Cpl. Goodier was successful in the Welters but had
a hard fight with Pte. Battersby (Prince of Wales' Volunteers) in the
final.
The preliminary rounds of the Welters were not shewn in the last
number of The Dragon on account of the final not then having been
fought off.
Bdsm. Brookman had bad luck in the fourround contest, receiving
a knockout in the first round.
After the evening's fighting on the 21st was concluded, our Brigade
Commander, Col.Commandant F. S. Girdwood, C.B., C.M.G., dis
tributed the prizes.
Of our representatives, Pte. Brown, Boy Watts and Boy Catt all
received good loser prizes whilst Boy Manning received a special prize.
The Challenge Cup, given to the unit which gained the most number
of points during the whole competition was won by the Prince of
Wales' Volunteers. The points were as follows :—The Buffs, 42 ;
The Prince of Wales' Volunteers, 55 ; R.G.A., 18.
The result of the Bantam Light and Welter weights were as follows
as regards our representatives.

Bantam Weights.
1ST ROUND.

Pte. O'Neill (The Buffs) beat Pte. Gunning (P.W. Vols.)
Pte. Richards (P.W. Vols.) beat Pte. Fieldsend.
Pte. Cox (P.W. Vols.) beat Pte. Parker (The Buffs).

SFMIFINAL.

Pte. O'Neill (The Buffs) beat Pte. Cox (P.W. Vols.)

FINAL.

Pte. O'Neill (The Buffs) beat Pte. Richards (P.W. Vols.)
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Light Weights.
1ST ROUND.

Pte. Richardson (P.W. Vols.) beat Pte. Cummings (The Buffs).
Pte. Grace (P.W. Vols.) beat Pte. Stocker (The Buffs).
Pte. Harper (The Buffs) beat Pte. Lewis (P.W. Vols.)
Pte. Mills (P.W. Vols.) beat Pte. Burbridge (The Buffs).
Pte. Coulson (P.W. Vols.) beat Pte. Thorne (The Buffs).
Pte. Brown (The Buffs) beat Pte. Mercer (The Buffs).

2ND ROUND.

Pte. Woodhatch (The Buffs) beat Pte. Coulson (P.W. Vols.)
Pte. Mills (P.W. Vols.) beat Pte. Chisnall (The Buffs).
Pte. Brown (The Buffs) beat Pte. Green (P.W. Vols.)

3RD ROUND.

Pte. Anderson (P.W. Vols.) beat Pte. Woodhatch (The Buffs).
Pte. Harper (The Buffs) beat Pte. Brown (The Buffs).

SEMIFINAL.

Boy Beck (P.W. Vols.) beat Pte. Harper (The Buffs).

Welter Weights.
2ND ROUND.

Pte. Richardson (P.W. Vols.) beat Pte. Stocker (The Buffs).
Pte. Galpin (The Buffs) beat Pte. Sherwood (P.W. Vols.)
L/Cpl. Goodier (The Buffs) beat Pte. Scally (P.W. Vols.)

3RD ROUND.

L/C. Goodier (The Buffs) K.O. Gnr. Maddison (R.G.A.)
Gnr. Richardson (R.G.A.) w.o. Pte. Galpin (The Buffs).

SEMIFINAL.

L/Cpl. Goodier (The Buffs) beat Boy Mills (P.W. Vols.)

FINAL.

L/Cpl. Goodier (The Buffs) beat Pte. Battersby (P.W. Vols.)

Special four Round Contest.

Dr. Mellor (P.W. Vols.) K.O. Bdsm. Brookman (The Buffs).

FOOTBALL.

Everyone's interests are centred on the Battalion Teams which
are entered for the Dorset Senior and Junior Leagues. The Regimental
Games' Committee have a hard job in selecting the teams, as we have
lost some of our players who are timeex., etc., and it is difficult to know
who to put in their places. We enter the Leagues at a disadvantage
as our teams have not played together before and consequently the
players are not used to each others play. Another thing is, that abroad
we used to only play 35 minutes each way, consequently the longer
time played in League matches, our men are winded and run off their
legs in the second half. In the review of the matches uptodate, it
will be noticed that we held our own well in the first half but fell to
pieces in the second half.
Our first match of the season was a friendly against H.M.S. Heather
played on the Naval Ground at Portland, the result being 21 in our
favour.
Sgt. Sidwell and Bds. Day being the goal scorers. Pte. White took
a shot for goal which swerved across the goalmouth and Sgt. Sidwell
rushed in and looped it in the goal. Bds. Day's was a beautiful long
distance firsttime shot from the left which went in the right bottom
corner of the net. Everyone played well with the exception of left
wing who was rather weak. Our team was as follows :
Goalie : Sgt. Smith ; Backs : Lt. Rowe, Cpl. Farr ; Halfbacks :
Bds. Baker, L/C. Jewell, Pte. White; Forwards: Lt. Penlington,
Pte. Stocker, Sgt. Sidwell, Bds. Day, L/C. Riley.
On September 30th we played Portland United a friendly on their
ground which resulted in a lose for us, the score being 52. Up to half
time we held our own well, the score being 21 in our favour, Sgt.
Sidwell putting in two beautiful goals. In the second half our opponents
put in 3 goals in quick succession, and our team seemed to go to pieces.
All their goals were got from our right wing, the right half and right
back being too slow.
Pte. White played a splendid game at left half,
our opponents being quite unable to get by him. Pte. Godden put in
some good centres from the left wing in the second half, but he was
starved of the ball first half, only getting three or four kicks. Bds.
Day Sgt, Sidwell bnd L/C. Jewell played their usual dashing game.
It is a marvel how Ruby Jewell does not get hurt, as he flies in, turns
somersaults, etc. and still gets up and carries on.ne of our opponents
was charged by our back, Bds. Middle and in falling ricked his neck and
had to go off the field. Their goalie was also charged by one of our
forwards when handling the ball, and was winded, but, after a few
minutes carried on for which he was deservedly clapped. There
were no'casualties on our side. Some amusement was caused by some
of our supporters shouting out, "We don't go off the field, our men are
too fit." Our team was as follows :—
„
Goalie: L/C. Page; Backs: Bds. Middle, Sgt.Dmr. O Dell;
Halfbacks: Bds. Baker, L/C. Jewell, Pte. White ; Forwards : L/C.
Martin, L/C. Foade, Sgt. Sidwell, Bds. Day and Pte. Godden.
Our first match in the League for the Senior Team was against
Westham on their ground at Charlestown near Weymouth. This
was a disappointment as we expected to win. Their goalie saved them
again and again, but for him we should have won easily as we were
all over them, but were unlucky. We were beaten by three goals to two.
The first half we kicked with the wind but our team did not seem to
be able to settle down to the game, and at halftime the score was
00 In the second half our right back in trying to clear at close quar
ters, unfortunately kicked into our own goal. Sgt. Smith in the
first half made a brilliant save, falling full length to reach the ball,
for which he was well cheered. Bds. Day scored our first goal from a
splendid pass by Pte. Godden from the left wing, and Pte. Godden scored
the second goal for us. Gillie Godden played a good game at outside
left putting in some splendid centres.

The last twenty minutes of the game, our team bucked up and
played some really good football, and were all over our opponents,
although playing against the wind, both our goals being scored during
this time. There were not many supporters, mostly being those who
came down in a party by motor bus arranged by The Old Bean. Al
though only numbering about 20 or 30 we made ourselves heard with
our voices and rattlers, etc. We are endeavouring to start a suppor
ters' club shortly, to encourage men to go and see the battalion matches,
of course the Old'uns who came home with the battalion need no
encouraging and form the nucleus of the Club. We hope to report next
month that the Supporters' Club is in full swing.
Our team against Westham was as follows :—
Goalie : Sgt. Smith ; Backs : Lt. Rowe, Cpl. Farr ; Halfbacks :
Cpl. Robinson, L/C. Jewell, Pte. White ; Forwards : Pte. Mullingar,
Lt. Mallam, Sgt. Sidwell, Bds. Day, Pte. Godden.
On Wednesday, October 10th we played Poole at Poole, being our
second match in the League. There was a strong wind blowing down
the field which made it very difficult to judge the ball at all, and our
goalie had no earthly chance to stop their goals. Our opponents won
the toss and elected to kick with the wind first half, and scored 5 goals
to our nil. Our goalie played a splendid game, repeatedly falling
full length to save the goals. Our opponents did not have it all their
own way, despite the wind, our side carrying the ball into our opponents'
half several times. Jazz Atkins shot a goal but the referee gave it as
offside. Sgt. Sidwell made a splendid long shot which just went over
the top.
In the second half we had the wind with us and the play was mostly
in our opponents' half. Sgt. Sidwell scored our first goal. Chalky
White took a free kick and sent in a lovely low drive to the left hand
corner of the goal, the goalie fumbled it and Jazz Atkins rushed in and
scored. Jess Wellard played a good game at back, and Sgt. Sidwell,
Ruby Jewell and Jazz Atkins played their usual dashing game. There
is one fault, and that is, that our forwards will not take long shots
at goal, and will only shoot when they are almost on top of the goal.
On the whole our team played a far superior game to Saturday's. Our
team was as follows :—
Goalie: Sgt. Smith; Backs : Wellard and Cpl. Farr; Half
backs : Cpl. Robinson, L/C. Jewell, Pte. White ; Forwards : Mullin
gar, Stocker, Sgt. Sidwell, Atkins and Godden.
O.S.

H.Q. WING.
Ft. Penlington having taken over Regimental Games Committee,
Lt. Hoare has taken his place on Company Games Committee. There
has been practical^ no sport as a Company, since our return from
Tidworth as most of the interest centres on the Regimental Team in
the Dorset Senior League. Congratulations to Lt. Hoare and Cpl.
Coombs on obtaining a Q on the Range Finders Course at Netheravon.
Cpl. Diamond has gone to Shorncliffe on an Educational Course where
no doubt he will pass through with flying Colours. He has a 1st Class
Certificate of Education. The Band have gone to Southampton to
" play in" the regiments returning from Constantinople. (It was
noticed that the 2nd Battalion The Buffs did not have anyone to " play
them in " on their return from Aden.) Congratulations to Sgt. Ross,
M.M., on his transfer to H.Q. Wing, to join the M.G. Platoon. He was
with us in Mespot but left us when F Company was broken up at Aden.
The men of his old Section are very pleased to have him with them once
more. Sgt. Ross has just recently returned from an Educational
Course at Shorncliffe where he obtained a 1st Class Instructors' Certifi
cate on which we congratulate him.
Lt. A. W. Andrews, D.C.M., will be leaving us for good shortly to
take up his appointment as Lt. Quartermaster to the 1st Battalion
at Gibraltar. As an R.S.M. there was nobody to touch him, and he
is very greatly missed. It does not seem quite like the same battalion
without his voice sailing across the square, when everyone used to be
on the alert or else woe betide him. Lt. Andrews leaves us with the
knowledge that he is liked and respected by all, and we only wish that
he could stay with us. It is like putting a square peg in a round hole
to make him Quartermaster and I am sure that when he is sitting in his
Office, he will wish that he was on the square drilling the battalion
as he used to abroad and saying " Rotten ! Rotten ! like a lot of Cork
Militia " and at the end of the parade he would have us all round him in
a semicircle and tell us that it was not too bad at all " but there is room
for improvement yet." Ah ! those good old days never no more. We
here take the opportunity of wishing him the very best of luck in his
new sphere of activities and we feel sure that he will often think of his
time with the 2nd Battalion.
O.S.
Things we want to know.

Who was it that said he took his girl on the pomade.
Who is it that Jess Wellard is so interested in, and is her name
Winnie ?
Who is the womanhater that bought a box of chocolates, not for
himself ?
Did Fairy Foster feel very generous when he said to a certain person
in Weymouth, " Take this, I'll starve," and did the Company Commander
congratulate him next morning ?
Who was it that said " She's so simple, so shy, so meek, pretty
little buttercup," and it cost him 7/6 for gin and then she walked out
of the door with a matelot.
Who is it that helps wash and clear up in the N.A.A.F.I. after closing
time, and is he badly smitten ?
Who was it on school parade that said " The Buffs were formed of a
band of 300 robbers.
Was Ali Ba Ba the first Colonel of The Buffs.
Who was it that took May to the Jubilee Hall and why didn't he
buy a programme ?
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Was Sgt. Dennis mistaken for Donoghue on Papyrus when he rode
Capt. Haymen's horse one day.
Who was it, on school parade, that said a cylinder was an oblong
round thing ?
Who was it that woke up in the morning and found himself fully
dressed with belt on, etc., and did he have the Kruschen feeling ?
O.S.

Machine Gun Platoon.
There has been very little doing this month. We played C Company
at football and won 30. Fanny Knapp, Gillie Godden and Jazz
Atkins scoring one each. Fanny Knapp played a very pretty game
and should be a very promising player. " C " Company challenged us
and probably thought they had an easy thing on but they found their
mistake as the Cranks can still turn out a good team, as we did in Aden.
Our team was as follows :—Goalkeeper : Chippie Austen ; Backs :
Wellard,
Reynolds ; Halfbacks: Walls,
Dennis,
Gooding;
Forwards : Godden, Atkins, "White, Knapp and Ft. Hoare.
We also played the Band and Drums but were defeated by 03.
The Band have always had a good team and it is no disgrace to lose to
them. Danker Dennis got injured and had to go off the field, and
was seen painfully hobbling along with a stick for a few days. We are
glad to say that he has quite recovered now.
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C COMPANY.

We are all very pleased, having returned to the Verne, after a
strenuous time on manoeuvres. It is like being in heaven now to go
to bed—better than tent boards, anyhow.
We made a very poor show against " D " Company in a football
match, but they only beat us by 31 after all they said. We were not
so easy as we looked. It does not do to have all the best players out.
I think that in the near future with a little more practice, and perhaps
a little alteration in the team, we will surprise some.
Welcome back to Captain Hamilton, who after a long musketry
course at Hythe, is with us again, and now is very busy with the Train
ing Cadre, formed after our return from Tidworth. Also Sgt. Freeman,
full of new ideas, instructing a section of the latter. C.S.M. Vincer is to
leave us shortly, and we all wish him the best of luck.
Sgt. Ross has been transferred to Head Quarters Wing for M.G. work,
being a school master as well he must have a busy time.
Cpl. Wilson has gone to Shorncliffe, for an Educational course and
will be away some time. The Junior N.C.O.'s sincerely hope that old
" Tug " will not suffer with a " fat head." Sgt. Hook and seven other
ranks have been sent to Southampton, to join The Embarkation Staff.

DIGS.

Pets' Corner.

Things we want to know.

Wilfred has been in trouble again, his Annie refuses to have any
thing more to do with him, and to shew his independence he went on
three days C.B. Did the cachous have anything to do with it, or was
it the two Weymouth " LYDIES ? " We do not see much of Pip nowa
days as he is courting strongly at Westham and is probably getting
" tied up " after Christmas. Squeak went out on the quiet one dark
night and not being able to see after 8 p.m., hung his eye on a railing,
fortunately it was nothing serious and his beauty is unspoilt. Chalky
has resigned the appointment of Wopski and will be known in future as
Percy, The Pigeon. Angeline tries her best to keep the Pets from
" straying from the narrow path" but it is a hard and thirsty job,
Percy the Pigeon is always on view with Angeline wherever she goes.
O.S.

Who is the man with the map of the world on his feet ?
When is Lt. Mallam going to find his shooting boots ?
When are the Depot going to think of sending Shelton along, and
join his Battalion. " Busby " keeps on moaning about him.
Has Daynes stuck to the floor of the Depot Sgts.' Mess, and why
is it that the Drafts know him so well.
When is Fdie going to have a new tune, other than, " Yes, we have
no bananas."
Who is the Sgt. that kills with one hand, wipes his forehead and
says " Gawd Blimey." ?
The troops want to know when they are going to have some bacon
fat.
Who is the N.C.O. who had a Regimental hair cut, so he could check
others ?
Who is the N.C.O. who said all " Bugle Calls " will be blown on the
whistle ?
Who is the latest candidate, who does not know how to fit a ring ?
Has old " Knocks" changed his knee bandage to his ankle, when
he fell on the assault course, and is he still entering in the Sedgwick ?
Did the N.C.O. who volunteered for the Draft, think he was going to
jump the roll, and was he lucky ?
Who is the N.C.O. who puzzles over a football coupon, for four whole
evenings, with visions of £300 ?
When is Nazzam going to buy a boat, so that he can float out of his
room, after a weekend on the " Razzle ? "
The Junior N.C.O.'s are wondering if old Jock is still patiently wait
ing for his " blueeyed Queen " to come back.
Did Lt. Mallam go on leave to get a few tips from his football trainer ?
Who is the Drummer that copied the programme off the poster of a
Theatre in Weymouth, sooner than buy one.
J.C.

A COMPANY.
October finds us back in Portland once again, and Sidbury Hill
and Night Operations are things of the past. Most of us are very
pleased to be in Barracks once more, especially the married men.
The greater part of the Company are on leave at present, and are
due back on the 29th October.
Most of the Officers and N.C.O.'s are with the Training Cadre, and
spend their time on the Barrack Square, taking Regulation Aims, and
making Long Points. They all seem to be quite enjoying it, (of course,
they have done it before).
Cpl. Hodges has joined the ranks of the married men, and he seems
quite cheerful about it.
A draft of about forty joined us from the Depot, but " H.Q." Wing
seized most of them, including Cr./Sgt. Jones, whom they handed over
to " A " Company next day. We all welcome him to " A " Company,
and hope he will never regret being posted to the 2nd Battalion.
Ft. Stainforth has gone to Shorncliffe on an Educational Course,
and Sgt. Shoobridge has rejoined us from Hythe, and is at present
instructing with the Cadre Platoon.

Things we want to know.
What did Cpl. Ward say when the Padre hit him with the hockey
stick ?
Whether Sgt. Herbert is losing weight, now he is with the training
Cadre ?

B COMPANY.
September 22nd saw an end to our visit to Salisbury Plains and we
were all pleased to return to the Verne again.
On October 1st, the Company, less N.C.O.'s, proceeded on annual
leave. The N.C.O.'s at present are going through a Regimental course
of weapon training under the expert instruction of the officers and
N.C.O.'s who have recently returned from Hythe.
We did not benefit greatly by the last draft from the Depot, three
only being posted to us.
Before leaving Tidworth we played two football matches, with the
idea of selecting a team. The results were :—v. " A " Company, won
30. v. " C" Coy., lost 31.
We are pleased to welcome Lieut. FearnsideSpeed back to the
Company after his long spell on the sick list, and hope that the trouble
with his knee is completely better as we do not want to lose his services
with the Company hockey team.
Capt. G. R. Howe and Sgt. Howard, M.M., have returned from
Hythe, and are employed with the training cadre.
Lieut. Fox is on leave pending embarkation to the 1st Battalion.
Our congratulations to Sgt. A. Robinson on obtaining a " D"
report from the War Office School of Education.

Things we should like to know.
The thoughts of the officer who was asked to take rations down
to Tidworth station for the baggage guard.
If the recruit who was told on a visual training parade that a
certain distance was a " half mashie shot," is quite recovered ?
The thoughts of the N.C.O. in charge of Headquarter Guard, when
a " defaulter " asked to be " put down " for an early'call.

D COMPANY.
After all, we have not gone on leave, after Salisbury Plain, as we
thought we were going to do, but expect to go for Christmas which
is better still. Owing to the shortage of grounds in Portland, inter
Company Football and Hockey matehes have been quite out of the
question, but a number of Regimental matches have taken place in which
the Company has been well represented. Capt. Rice, Lieut. Turner,
2/Lieut. Haggard, Corpl. Farr, Corpl. Pack, F/Corpl. Tutt, Pte. Lee,
and F/Corpl. Jewell, have all played Hockey this year for the Battalion,
team, and Corpl. Farr, F/Corpl. Jewell, Pte. Mullingar and Pte. D.
Stocker have played for the Battalion at Football.
We welcome 2nd Fieut. Haggard to the Company on being com
missioned from Sandhurst, and are glad to learn that he won the Long
Jump there, and was awarded his " Blue " for Hockey.
The draft for the 1st Battalion leave on the 23rd and we are losing
some promising youngsters. We hear that Jim Dann who left us last
July, was married on the 25th of August and is living in Dover.
" Training Cadre " is now the order of the day, and all ranks from Major
to unpaid FanceCorporal can be seen daily going through the most
amazing contortions at the bidding of a hardhearted instructor
recently returned from Hythe. Just as we go to press we hear that the
Company beat " C " this afternoon 31 at Football.

DON.

We hear that:—
" The Battalion Shot" is not going to put up his Star and Crossed
Rifles until he has saved up enough money to stand drinks all round
the Corporals' Mess.
The best way to start a rough house in No. 11 Room is to tell
" Molly " that Kent taught Middlesex how to play cricket.
Our C.S.M. lost his head at the Hospital Fancy Dress Dance when
he was mistaken for the Commanding Officer, and introduced to the
Matron as such.
" Tommy " Tutt was mainly responsible for the 2nd XI.'s win at
Football over H.M.S. Heather, and that a trial in the 1st XI. should
soon come his way.
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Canterbury Volunteers.
(The following MS. has been found in an old chest by
My. Henry R. Plomer, and is believed to have been the
property of his grandfather who belonged to the Canterbury
Militia, and who died in 1844.
Mr. Plomer hopes that through " The Dragon" he
may be able to discover the name of the author and some
thing about the history of the poem.)
I.

A

RMS, and the men I sing, the bold compeers,
The Canterbury band of Volunteers :
Which of the Gods of Goddesses above
Shall I invoke ? Come triple bolted Jove,
Come Mars Omnipotent, Bellona fierce
And Wars triumphant Maid inspire my verse:
While great Heroic Actions I relate,
And Councils grand, with much sublime debate
When France and Spain their Navies learnt to steer
To Britain's Coast, and first forgot to fear;
When dastard Souls were panic struck, and swore
The foes had landed, and were landing more ;
Say Muse, who first in love with Glory's charms,
Was nobly fir'd and boldly rush'd to arms ;
First to the field all emulous of fame,
March'd ROYFE, a youth of no dishonoured name ;
Sprung from an Alderman, he bore on high
His Martial front, and dared alone defy
The force united both of France and Spain,
And all the Fleets that float upon the Main.
Soon as the news had reach'd his father's shop,
The fire was quenched, the still forgot to drop :
Tost in the Warrior—was the young distiller;
An Hero now, a perfect Frenchman killer.
Next issued forth, magnanimous and brave,
The might Moss, who well could sing a stave,
Or mend a Doublet—" Amen " was his word :
A Parish Clerk, a Taylor too—Good Lord !
But neither David's Psalms, nor coats or breeches
Which long had wanted his repairing stitches,
Could aught avail, when first he heard the riot,
To keep him on the Shopboard, still and quiet,
But crosslegged as he sat he jump'd upright
With needle and with thimble arm'd for fight.
Athwart his shoulders hung his skein of thread,
His greasy nightcap glittering on his head,
Thus breathing rage he leapt from off his hoard,
Call'd for a Musket, bayonet and sword,
And left his Needle, thimble, goose and all,
To follow where his country's cause should call.
Him followed BROWN and PAFMER, Taylors both,
Amatch'd like remnants of the self same cloth,
Swift to the field the nimble Champions ran,
Each in himself the ninth part of a man,
Each hop'd for honour in the glorious strife,
To cut the thread of some poor Frenchman's life.
Next came two Youths—apprentices the same,
Both Woollen Drapers, and agog for fame,
Both Sons of Aldermen of high renown,
Whose fathers lately wore the Civic Crown ;
STRINGER and FREND, two striplings full of fire,
Who left their Counters in their vengeful ire,
Resolv'd to slay the invaders in their wrath,
As easily as cut a Yard of Cloth.
To these succeeded ARNDEFF, Feather Cutter,
Who strutted as a Crow struts in a Gutter :
And MUFFING J eweller ; a little mellow,
A valiant wight, y J ewel of a fellow.
SIMMONDS a Cornfactor, and BROWN a Miller,
Who wish'd of Gallic blood to be a spiller.

Hot from his fiery oven COFEGATE came,
And PACK and BUSHEFF, candidates for fame,
For wars alarms, they left their dusty trade,
Their bread unbaked, and all their Rolls unmade,
FISHER tho' hound to manufacture tin,
And BROWN, an humble waiter in an Inn,
Ambition fired to join the warlike throng,
And FAGG, the Breeches maker, march'd along,
SMITH the Attorney sought the patriot band,
And two Attorney's Clerks went hand in hand,
KNOCKER and PFOMER, not afraid to find
Worse work in War than what they left behind.
Next POFFETT man of might, and man of letters,
Deft Libels, News, and railing at his Betters,
The Printing Press, and Devils left behind,
Resolv'd he would the way to glory find.
Tho' skill'd to wield the hatt, to hurl the ball,
To run, to jump, he bravely leaves them all,
Such vain amusements, now no more delight,
He pants, he burns, with ardour for the fight.
From weaving Silk, came Monsieur De Lasaux
An English Warrior, and a Frenchman's foe.
Swift as the Shuttle flies across the loom,
He seeks the fight, and threats the invaders doom.
Him follows PIDDOCK, at the heat of drum,
From making Cabinets the Hero's come,
His Mallett, and his chisel thrown aside,
He struts along in Military pride,
With THOMAS, called MARK attending at his side
A youth of spirit, though a Linen Draper,
And fit to make a Frenchman cut a caper.
From Cutting, hacking, cleaving, hewing wood,
Came SPRATT the Carpenter, a Man of Blood.
A doughty, and intrepid Son of Mars,
With no more knowledge in his head than scars,
A Brutal Courage is his only boast,
His single arm could overthrow a host,
As by his axe, oft fell the poplar tall,
His sword alone, would level one and all.
Next Marches GORE, a measurer of Land
And PowEFF Publican, who gives command,
Marshalls the forces, and teaches them to hold,
Their head and firelock, right, and look up bold,
When to divide, advance, and when retire,
And how to load their pieces, and to fire
This hardy Veteran learnt the Art of War,
And lately left the trade, without a scar,
But when he heard his Country's loud alarms,
And these brave heroes, call " to arms, to arms,"
O'er bottles, glasses, pewter pots he run
And from his Chimney Piece, took down his Gun
Clad in a loose greatCoat, he join'd the band,
And in the van intrepid took his stand.
(To be continued.)

XMAS CARDS.
A Regimental Xmas Card is being printed
and will be on sale about the end of November.
The Regimental Crest is embossed on the
outer cover with an historical print in colour
on the inside. The whole is fastened with
a Buff and Blue ribbon.
Price, including an envelope, 5d. per card,
3 for 1/ (postage free).
These may be obtained by application to
the Secretary, Past and Present Association.
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Canterbury.
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Havelock Street
Canterbury

Mr. Secretary—May we quote you for
your Season's Requirements ?

Wedding, Christening and Birthday Cakes

FINN'S STORES SEEXSE

Patronised by the
Sergeants' and Corporals' Messes of The Butfs

E. JARRETT
32 PALACE STREET, CANTERBURY

J. HUNT & SONS

Greengrocer, Fruiterer,
and Potato Merchant

drapers,
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LARGE

40 YEARS.

ST. LAWRENCE LAUNDRY CO. LTD.
OLD DOVER ROAD
CANTERBURY
OFFICERS' WORK A SPECIALITY
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&

HIGH CLASS
AT

Families waited on daily
Established OVER

fiben's

GOODS
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PRICES

1—6 Mercery Lane, CANTERBURY

MOTOR CYCLE TAXIS
(seating two people).
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SUITS DRY CLEANED & PRESSED
EXPEDITIOUSLY & WELL
PHONE —45 CANTERBURY
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Royal Military and Staff
Colleges, Sandhurst) — Farn
borough Street, Farn borough,
Hants.
HASTINGS—51 Robertson St.
LONDON—32 York Road, Lam
beth, S.E. 1.
LUDGERSHALL — (and for
Andover and Salisbury Plain)
—Tidworth Road.
OXFORD—30 Queen Street and
1 Cowley Road.
PLYMOUTHThe Tamar Brew
ery, Devonport, and 6 The
Octagon, Union Street, Ply
mouth (for Exeter & Western
District.
PORTSMOUTH—(and for Gos
port, Isle of Wight, Southern
District and Channel Islands—
33 Marmion Road, Southsea;
and 69 Hyde Park Road,.
Southsea.
[Stores.
SALISBURY FishertonBrewery

N I N N E S

Sfte&ctCCtst
64,

SHORNCLIFFE (and foi Chat
ham, Dover, Sandgate and
South
Eastern
District)
Mackeson & Co., Ltd., The
Brewery, Hythe, Kent.
SLOUGH (and for HaltonCamp,
Windsor, Egham, Datchet,
etc.)—High Street, Slough,
SWANSEA—43 Orchard Street.
WOKING—(and for Chertsev,
Weybridge,
Walton  on 
Thames, Cobham, Guildford,
Bisley Camp, etc.) 88 Chert
sey Road.
WOOLWICH—(and for Colch
ester, Sheerness, Shoeouryness
and Warley) — 51 Artillery
Place, S.E., 18.
MALTA—311 Strada Reale and
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 Right
Marina, Valetta.
GIBRALTAR—Alameda.
BRUSSELS — 2325, Rue des
Ateliers, BruxellesMaritime,
Bruxelles.
EGYPT, SOUDAN, PALES
TINE — Agent: Mr. J. B.
Caffari, Military Contractor,
Cairo.

W.

designer

HIGH S TREET
HYTHE, KENT

66,

GIVEN

Established over 120 Years

THE TAMAR

B .

68

S A M S O N

NEWSAGENT and TOBACCONIST
PERIODICALS

DELIVERED.

9 THE BORO', CANTERBURY.

WILLIAM LEFEVRE, LTD.
Call attention to their departments for

HOUSEHOLD LINEN, DRAPERY,
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The Defenders of Ypres.

A League of those who served in the Salient.
BY SIR PHILIP GIBBS, K.B.B.
Ypres League has been founded in which all men
of ours who served in the Salient are associated
as members of a brotherhood in arms, unforgetful
of the dead comrades who lie there—a quarter of a
million of them—and mindful of their own service in
the ordeal of battle, which for many was hardest there,
and of the meaning which that name Ypres will have
for ever in our history.
Large numbers of officers and men who served at
Ypres have already enrolled themselves as members
of the League and have received their certificate of
membership, finely designed, and good to keep as a
memorial of honour. The families and friends of those
who fell in the Salient may have now this same docu
ment with the service and sacrifice of their own men
recorded upon it, so that their children may keep it
in reverence, and shall remember. In the city of
Ypres itself, among the ruins there, will be kept a register
of the dead, and plans are in progress to mark the sites
of the great battles, to guide pilgrims to the most
memorable place of historic fighting, to keep the League
in friendly touch with the people who have come
back to those fields, and if possible—in these hard
times—to put up some visible memorial on behalf of the
League. That may be a belfry whose chimes sounding
across the Menin Moad, below Passchendaele beyond
Hooge, will be a spiritual call to the hearts of those who
know what happened here.
These plans, and the idea of the League, depend
for great success upon the response of all those hundreds
of thousands of men who now in civil life look back
upon the old days in Flanders as the time of their
supreme test, in which, by the grace of God, and their
own strength of soul, such as it was, they did not fail.
There is nothing but sentiment in the idea of the
Ypres League. Yet it is a sentiment in which there
is no falsity, no morbid touch, but something which
belongs to the best pride of men, to the gladness they
have in the courage that was theirs in frightful hours,
or at least in the mastery they had over the fear that
was in them, and their resistance to the misery, the
beastliness, the filth, the terrors that were around them
in those grim battlefields where death took a freakish
choice of life.
I believe there is hardly a man in those hundreds
of thousands, who, in years to come, will not be glad
to nod his head towards that framed certificate of
honour and say : "You see, he served at Ypres "—not
in boastfulness, but in remembrance. I think, too,
that the children of those who died in those fields will
cherish that bit of paper as a proof of brave ancestry.
I am one of those who can tell them that any man
who went through Xpres along the Menin Moad, who
sat in the dirty ditches of Hooge, who helped in any
way to get forward to the ridges up to Passchendaele
and defended by any service the last hold on the ruins
of the city passed the highest test of human courage.
There were other British battlefields, where the test
came. The fields of the Somme were the fighting
grounds and the graveyards of thousands of gallant
men. From St. Quentin to La Bassee across the Vimy
ridge, out beyond Arras, there is not a yard of earth
that does not belong to the history of British valour,
suffering and sacrifice. Each hummock of ground
was a landmark in this frightful epic of human strife.
But the Ypres Salient is especially the greatest Battle
ground of the British race. All our divisions passed
through the furnace there at one time or other. Not
one of them escaped that ordeal, and by general consent,
it was the worst place of all.
It was worst of all in the early days of the War
when the Germans made their thrust towards Calais
and all we had of strength—which was not much—
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barred their way until the lines were thin and ragged,
but still unbroken, in the first battle of Ypres, and the
second. It was the worst place when the New Armies
came along and learnt their first lessons in the school
of war, and were flogged by shell fire.
The enemy
had all the good ground on the ridges above us. They
had perfect observation of all we did, from the Wyt
schaete ridge and the Messine ridge and Westhoek,
and the Frezenberg. They had great gun power when
we were weak in guns, and the New Army had to stand
under fire, without " answering back " or with much
artillery, and by day or night, as they marched up the
roads to Ypres past Vlamertinghe, as their guns went
up and their wagons, and their mules, shells followed
them, and met them, and caught them and they were
" fed up " with it all.
They were " fed up " with the stinking pits of Hooge
where they lay in water, liceeaten, with the smell
of death in their nostrils, with mine craters close to them.
It was the worst place of all for many months, and for
longer than that. Year after year the Ypres Salient
did not change its character very much. It was never
really pleasant for British soldiers. It was not a '' health
resort " even after the capture of the Messines ridge,
when we knew how much the enemy had seen—and
were staggered at the knowledge. It was less of a
"health resort " when the battles of Flanders began in
1917. It was then one of the most dreadful plots of
ground upon which the old moon had ever looked down
since the beginning of the world.
Hundreds of thousands of men wallowed through
the swamps in enormous strife, under immense and
alldestructive storms of high explosives. The solid
earth became a liquid bog when the rains began and did
not end. By Glencorse Wood and Inverness Copse
wounded men fell and were drowned in the swamps,
and I saw them lying there. The way to Passchendaele
was a via dolorosa and the horror of it, the immense
range of its misery and massacre, was only relieved
and lightened by the wonderful patience, the most
grim endurance, of those masses of British soldiers who
in their masks of mud refused to surrender in their
souls to the agony they endured. As I write, those
human pictures come back to me hauntingly, and
I salute again the men who served in the Salient of
Ypres, the Royal Naval Division, infantry, gunners
and engineers, lorry drivers and labour units, surgeons
and stretcher bearers, Air Force and Tanks, Machine
Gunners and Trenchmortar Men, the great heroic
crowd.
There were other bad days and weeks and months,
when the enemy was strong still in the last phase of
the War which was touchandgo for us. I remember
seeing old Bailleul go up in flames and Kemmel captured,
and all our old roads about Westoutre taped out by
shellfire.' The battalions of ours who were m the
Salient then stood between us and ruin. They were
weak battalions, worn down to little groups of dazed
and tired men, fighting all the time, snatching a little
sleep, and waking up to fight again. It was a weak
line that curved round Ypres and its ramparts—but
it was strong enough to save us all and the ragged ruin
of the Cloth Hall in Ypres is a pillar of victory gained
by an immense sum of death now gathered into the
graveyards where those comrades lie.,
All our Armies on the Western Front passed through
Ypres. The Ypres League is the brotherhood of all
ranks—British, Belgium, French and American—who
served there. The annual reunions of officers and
men belonging to the League which it is proposed
to hold would gather up locally the spirit of those
five years of history. The Ypres Times.
(The address of The Ypres League from which all
particulars of membership, etc., can be obtained is 100,
Baton Place, S.W. 1 Ed.).
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Some Reminiscences

[Continued).

The Wreck of the "St. Lawrence."
BY COLONEL R. S. H. MOODY, C.B., LATE THE BUFFS.
A FTER coaling at St. Vincent, one of the Cape de
mess saloon, swigging off the heel taps in the wine and
Q. Verd group, which is a ghastly island quite desti
spirit bottles which, in the swinging racks, awaited
tute of vegetation, and playing cricket against the
their owners' next meal. No comment seems to be
English inhabitants, mostly telegraph clerks, on a plane
called for.
of loose sand with a strip of cocoa nut matting for a
The boats returned about daylight and reported
pitch we, on the evening of November 7th, 1876, found
the shore a little over a mile off and an easy sandy
ourselves within a few hours steaming off Capetown,
beach. In fact, those on board could soon see for
going eight knots or so in lovely weather.
themselves and note also the black triangular fins of
All seemed as usual, and the only thing we thought
several sharks collecting in the vicinity.
of was reaching Capetown on the morrow, but at 3 a.m.
We all got off and ashore in three or four trips and
on the 8th a crash woke everybody up, and this was
all was well—we could find room for a little kit with
succeeded by two or three lesser ones and then the ship
my company, which went last, and the men were dis
stopped. It was obvious to most people what had
missed to pick up what they could, and we collected
happened : the skipper dashed up on to the bridge,
a good deal. The first thing to be saved was the plum
seized the chief officer, who was on watch, by the throat,
duffs, as it was duff day for my command, and the
shook him like a rat and roared " You son of a bitch,
puddings were all made and tied up over night ready
you have succeeded in ruining me but by God you have
for the boiling. It would never do to lose those.
ruined yourself too," and almost immediately after
I was sitting on the knee of an Irishman named
wards the " Fallin " sounded.
McGrath on the way to the shore. The boat was rowed
About 90 miles North of Table Bay and forming one
by soldiers who had already been on the beach with a
of the horns of St. Helena Bay, is a row of tiny islets
party. They told us there was a white man there and
and isolated rocks, running a mile or so out to sea and
McGrath said at once :
called Paternoster reef. Our vessel had been piled
" Then I'll bet he's an Irishman."
up on one of the outermost of these rocks, one which
" Why ? " asked someone.
did not show above water. Whether this was done
" Because there's an Irishman everywhere."
purposely or not will ever be a mystery, but Captain
" Is that a fact, McGrath ? " said I.
Hyde always accused his officer of intent.
" I t i s S o r . T h e r e w a s f o r e x a m p l e a great man
Of course everybody rushed on deck as soon as the
once in these parts and his name was Livingstone,
usual garments had been put on and the first thing
and he spent his time going about discovering new
I noticed on arrival there was Colonel Pearson on the
countries. One morning he woke up and saw in front
bridge as cool as a cucumber with his orderly Drummer
of him a grand new country, so he went off for to dis
(Shepherd) behind him standing strictly at attention.
cover it, and, if you'll believe me, Sor, the first man he
The parade was as steady a one as any I have atten
met was a redheaded Irishman."
ded : the companies, etc., took up their regular places
The stern of the St. Lawrence was all this time slowly
swiftly and in perfect silence, and stood at ease by word
sinking, and it continued to do so till nothing but the
of command, one officer being checked for having his
bows were above water, but for some time parties were
company incorrectly sized. The women and children
busy saving baggage, some spars and sails for shelter
came up from their stuffy quarters and were very quiet
from the sun and a little food, while others on shore were
and good, a splendid example being set by Mrs. Pearson.
bringing in firewood and searching for water without
Meanwhile the ship was being examined to ascertain
result, so that the battalion suffered somewhat from
the amount of injury. At first efforts were made to
thirst as well as from the glare of the sand. The duffs
back her off the rock on which she was stuck but this
were boiled in salt water but proved unedible after all.
could not be done and it was soon discovered that she
Four miles away a farm was found and water in zinc
was not to float again, so all the boats, which between
tanks, so we obtained a little, also beef and a horse.
them might be able to hold about a fifth part of those
Capt. Wild rode the 90 miles into Town in 18 hours and
on board, were lowered and filled with the women,
gave the news, so two war ships started immediately to
children, band and drums under Lieut. C. H. Gordon,
the rescue and we all got safe into Capetown, doubled
and a light boat went off into the darkness to look for
up with the 24th and wore their clothes till refitted.
land.
Most flattering reports were made concerning the
Now our good skipper had a nephew on board rated
battalion and we got great praise in Army orders, the
as assistant purser but really travelling for change of
papers called us heroes and what was far better we all
air or something of that sort, and this man's large gross
got ample compensation for lost kit, except for plain
body contained a very inadequate and disproportioned
clothes.
spirit, so the Devil urged him to go scooting down the
Memory fails me sadly in the matter of names but
ranks of soldiers spreading alarming rumours and
the officers wrecked were Colonel Pearson, Major Parnell,
informing all and sundry that the ship could only hold
Captains Hamilton, Gelston, Hickson and Wild. Lieut,
together for an hour or so.
and Adjutant J ackson, QuarterMaster Morgan, Doctor
" SergeantMajor," shouted the Colonel.
Walker and five young subs., Moody, Gordon, Lewis,
" Sir," was the reply.
Knight and Green.
" Take a file of men and lock that fool up in his
I hope to give a few more names next month.
Cabin."
It was discovered that the cabins of the crew had
been locked by the skipper's orders and the keys re
moved so the fool in question was locked in a less pleasant
compartment.
We hope somz Dragon reader may be able to supply
There was a man of some standing attached to the
an authentic answer to the following query :—
battalion who was a tremendous apostle of temper
" I have often been asked the question by some of
ance ; always trying to enlist people into the order of
the Old Buffs who were in the 2nd Battalion in Egypt,
good Templars and so on and ready at any time to
how it was they did not get the medal and star after
explain the awful sin and misery which lurks at the
being there nine months, 1885 and 1886, and belonging
bottom of every pint pot. He was found in the officers'
to the Frontier Field Force ?
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OCTOBER.

AS I write, the month grows old and,
quite frankly, one is tempted to murmur,
" roll on " for except for an occasional day when the
wind and rain are not 4 doing their damnedest' it has
not been a month which would form the subject of an
interesting letter home.
Yet, although October heralds the approach of the
the winter of our Discontent, and stands for the fall
of the year, it also marks the renewal of many interesting
activities such as the reopening of the Law Courts,
the reappearance of the roastchestnut man and the
renewal of Cod Liver Oil.
*

*

*

*

" THE
Passing down Fleet Street the other
SWOOPING OF day, I was a witness of one of London's
THE DOVES." occasional free shows. The legal fra
ternity were returning to the courts
after the Long Vacation. Bewigged judges and counsel
in scarlet, silk and broadcloth, were hopping nimbly
from taxis and limousines into the precincts of the
pseudoGothic pile within which the plain man obtains
satisfaction at great price. The comments of the
wayfarers (and loafers) were worth hearing though
it would be indiscreet to write them in this place.
*
*
*
*
AN ECHO.
One remark, however, recalled to my
mind a memorable occasion of the dim
forgotten days before Peace broke out. The 1st
Battalion was marching from Armentieres to the
Salient via Bailleul at which place we halted for a day
and a night. We had arrived here early in the morning
after having left our trenches about midnight and
having marched through the night. We were glad,
therefore to go to bed in our temporary billets. After
about an hour, orderlies were informing us of the
imminence of an inspection by some personage early
that same afternoon. We gave up the morning to
spit and polish and the excitement inseparable from
such affairs.
*

*

*

*

THE

In due course the Brigade formed a
DiSTiNGUiSHEDhollow square in a pleasant and undu
VISITOR.
lating meadow on the outskirts of the
town. We were thrilled at the possible
arrival of the CommanderinChief. Eventually,
somewhat late, a procession entered the field.
Our
Brigadier was conducting a civilian who happened to
be an important minister of the Crown, accompanied
by a Secretary apparently thoroughly enjoying his
* holiday ' at the Front. The ample and snowy locks
of the great man were tossed hither and thither by the
pleasant breeze. From the ranks behind me came
a voice in a stage whisper charged with disappointment
and curiosity, 44 Who is the whitehaired old blighter ?"
He was quickly silenced as the distinguished procession
approached. But I for one, sympathised with his
question.
*

*

*

©UT
I suppose there must have been some who expected
another 44 Chu Chin Chow." I like the story of the
two old ladies who had delighted in Oscar Ashe's success
ful spectacular production and who went to the play
which followed it, namely " East of Suez " with high
hopes of seeing a sequel.
*

*

*

*

ANOTHER.

Which reminds me of another dear old
lady, who, when passing the Royalty
theatre in days gone by and seeing Arnold Bennett's
and Edward Knoblock's play 44 Milestones " advertised,
remarked to her companion, 44 There, my dear, another
Greek play being produced in London. I call it most
enterprising."
*

*

*

*

THE IRISH
GUARDS IN
THE GREAT
WAR.

This regimental history, published by
Macmillan is a supreme example of what
such a record should be. The Irish
Guards are fortunate in having secured
Mr. Rudyard Kipling as Editor and
Compiler, for he has brought to bear on the work all
his genius and artistry and, I imagine, a genuine regard
for the regiment in which his only son served and fell.
It is some best of a book of this sort that it can be
enthralling reading to many whose connection with the
distinguished regiment concerned is limited to an
intense admiration for its standards and achievements.
There are few writers in the world who could have
made a connected story so simple and yet so engrossing
as the creator of Mulvaney has made this history of the
' Micks ' in the Great War.
*

*

*

*

MANY GOOD
YARNS.

Although Mr. Kipling takes one through
the long period from August 5th to the
Armistice with some reference to each
day's doings and fortunes, yet some of the best war
stories I have ever heard—little human touches that
brighten a page of the stiff est tactical detail—are to
be found in this book. The Officers' and Sergeants'
Mess Libraries which lack this volume will deprive
their members of some exceedingly interesting hours.

ANNUAL

DINNER.

Will you help to make the arrange
ments for the Annual Dinner known
amongst your friends ?
If so, ask the Secretary, Past and

*

" HASSAN." All the town has been or is going to this
play at His Majesty's Theatre and,
judging by enthusiastic accounts from friends who
have already seen it, I imagine that it must be an
unusually delightful entertainment.

Present Association to send you some
stamped postcards for distribution.
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Pick of the Basket.
GOODNIGHT RHYMES.
Dear Sir,
I am enclosing a notice of Mrs. Darwall's book
" Good Night Rhymes," just published and should
be very glad if you would mention it in The Dragon.
I was Brigade Major at Dover for two and a half
years during the war, so that some of the Buffs who
remember my name, might like to have the book, which
I am sure will help to amuse the younger generation of
Buffs—to be.
Yours faithfully,
7, Hungershall Park,
F. W. DARWALL.
Tunbridge Wells.
(The above publication, illustrated in Colour and
Black and White, is obtainable from all Booksellers at the
price of 8jnet. Ed.)

Sir,

4060 H.P. DRAGON.

I remember when I first joined that an officer of the
Regiment was constantly urging that a tame Dragon
should be obtained as a Regimental mascot.
This, for many years has seemed impracticable
as St. George, the best known hunter of this type of
fauna, departed this life many years ago.
It may however be of interest to your readers to
know that a Dragon Mark I of 4560 horse power now
figures in that wellknown sporting volume, which is
read in all Battalions, the Vocabulary of Stores.
The above may seem to be a mental delusion brought
about by overwork, but I can assure you, Mr. Editor,
it is not. The mechanical vehicles now issued to the
9th Brigade Royal Field Artillery to draw their guns
and limbers are officially known as " The Dragon Field
Artillery Mark I."
It might seem that an action for infringement of
copyright might be laid against the Royal Regiment.
Yours faithfully,
Staff College,
A. B. THOMSON,
Camberley.
Captain.
A SUGGESTION.
Dear Sir,
In reply to your letter of the 13th inst. I have much
pleasure in thanking you for the P.P. Badge, which I
have received quite safely.
I am enclosing 10/, which will be 8/ for The Dragon
for one year, 1/ Badge, and the other shilling can go
towards your funds, will send more when in permanent
employment, but every little helps.
Dear Sir, I have a suggestion to make, in reference
to the badge if you will pardon me for doing so. It is
this, that the hook of the badge be reversed, and
will be more secure, one can easily lose it, as the hook is
now, have the hook made to turn upwards instead of
downwards. I think the only reason why so much
interest is not taken in the Buffs, by Londoners, is the
distance they are away from the Depot, I myself only
wish I was much nearer, as more interest I could take,
but we Londoners do not get a chance of seeing the
Depot or even seeing the old boys. I should very mtich
like to be in possession of a Buff Tie, will you forward
me one.
I am going to get in touch with Ptes. Wayatt, Gur
nnell, and R. A. Coombes, all of the 2nd Battalion
and will see what they are all doing, and will let you
know. They are all in employment I know.
I hope you will publish my request in November's
Dragon.
Yours faithfully,
35 Esmeralda Road,
W. H. WEEKS,
51 James' Road.
Late 2nd Bn. Buffs.
Bermondsey.
London,

S.E.I.

" Toe H."
Dear Sir,
A lot of us have probably heard of " Toe H " and
what it stands for. Probably though, not so many know
that the prime mover in Toe H, the Rev. P. B. Clayton
(Tubby), was a padre of the 6th Division and once
attached to the 1st Battalion, and also that Mr. A.
Pettifer, known to all, connected with Toe H as the
General, was once No. 239 Pte. A. Pettifer, 1st Battalion
The Buffs, a very old Buff who rejoined during the war
and became batman to Mr. Clayton.
Yours sincerely,
E. FOSTER HALL.
2nd Battalion The Buffs,
Portland.
AN OLD BUFF IN CALIFORNIA.
Dear Sir,
I would like to get in touch with any Old Buffs that
may be in this part of the world, and will be very glad
to furnish any information I can to any who may con
template coming either to this country or to Canada.
Wishing The Dragon every success, and a big
" Cheerio " to everyone.
I am, yours very truly,
FRED E. LID ALL.
5571 Taft Avenue,
Oakland,
California.
U.S.A.
FROM AN OLD BUFF.
Dear Sir,
I enclose herewith order form for The Dragon to be
supplied to me for a further twelve months.
Cheque to the value of One Pound three shillings
and twopence is also enclosed which amount is made
up as follows :—
£ s. d.
Dragon (1 year)
...
...
...
... 0 8 0
Buff Tie and Postage
04 2
Annual Dinner Ticket, Nov. 17th
0 6 0
Donation to Benevolent Fund
0 5 0
Total

... £ 1 3 2

As you are now filling the dual position of Editor
of The Dragon and Secretary of the Past and Present
Association. I trust you will be able to supply me
with my requirements.
Hearty good wishes to you in your new appoint
ment.
Yours faithfully,
T. J. BIRRELL,
Late 8789 C.Q.M.Sergt.,
1st Battalion.
p.S.—It would be of interest to you to learn that
my present residence is named after that gallant young
subaltern, 2nd Lieut. Thornhill, who lost his life a few
days after Radinghiem in October, 1914, whilst com
manding my platoon.
TJ B
" Thornhill,"
27, Clive Road,
Rochester, Kent.

How to get " The Dragon."
~pOR those wishing to receive the paper direct through the
post each month, the rates of subscription are
i year <?/, 6 months 4/, 3 months 2/.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs,
Canterbury.
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W

E must start by
congratulating
Major Tomlinson and
the rest of the executive
Committee on their most
successful organization
of the first Regimental
Golf Meeting. Every
thing went with a swing,
which is so important
in the game of golf;
the hotel arrangements
were
excellent,
the
competitions were well
thought out, and the
only regret we have is
that we were so un
fortunate in the weather
conditions on the first
day. Even an amateur
champion might have been somewhat put off his game
by the 50 knot gale that blew over Kent on the 4th of
October. We must not dwell on the details of the
meeting as a full report appears elsewhere, but we must
remark that it was a great show, well attended, well
run and worthy of repetition.
Major C. D. K. Greenway has arrived to take up
his appointment as Secretary of the Regimental Asso
ciation. Perhaps this title is not quite correct, but
anyhow he is the man who is going to do all the work
of looking after the interest of Past and Present Buffs,
their reunions and their employments and who generally
will organize the affairs of the Regiment which have
up to date felt the need of some central control. There
is great rejoicing at the Depot, in the first place on the
arrival amongst us of such an old friend, and in the
second place in the new found freedom from the res
ponsibility of balance sheets and audit boards. For
weeks since his arrival, Depot officers have been seen
hanging round his office with arms full of accounts
which they eventually handed over with many a sigh.
Was this a sigh of relief or of regret! We wish Major
Greenway the best of luck in his new office ; may his
shadow never grow less and may his accounts always
balance—what more could we wish him !
We have been inundated by Inspecting Generals
during the past month or so. We were temporarily
stumped when one Inspecting Officer asked how long
the Regiment had inhabited the barracks at Canterbury,
but we got our own back when his staff officer remarked
to a recruit who was fixing his bayonet preparatory
to going over the final assault course " I see you are
a left handed man."
The next book on Depot history should be entitled
" The luck of the Wales." Perhaps even yet there may
be a happy ending. After having sold his motor cycle,
let go his house and, what was even more important,
his cook, Lt. Wale's embarkation orders have been
cancelled within 10 days of the date of sailing for
Gibraltar.
THE SERGEANTS' MESS.
The President, Sergeants' Mess, Depot The Buffs,
requests that all Honorary Members will forward
him their addresses as soon as possible.
Also will all Honorary Members together with
other guests of the Sergeants' Mess, who may have
been overlooked in the matter of Dance Invitations,
please communicate at once with C.S.M. Love, Depot
The Buffs.
Entries for the George Porter Cup, Billiard Handi
cap, should be sent to C.S.M. Love, Depot The Buffs,
so as to reach him not later than November 20th,

1923. The following Members, Past and Present,
have kindly consented to frame the handicap :—Mr.
Sutton, Mr. Dixon, Mr. Follett, W. O. Collins, A.E.C.,
Sergt. Coaster, and L/Sgt. Beasley.
The Competition will commence the first
week
in December, 1923.
Sergeants' Mess Notes.

During the past month the elements have been scarcely conducive
to outdoor sports, nevertheless we have had some, and what we may
have missed in that direction has been made up in an amplified manner
by " bags " of indoor recreations. When the old Depot was " cracked
up " we were all prone to imagine that we should be compelled to make
our own enjoyment, but we were sadly wide of the mark. Our little
fortnightly Tuesday Gaffs in the shape of a Whist Drive and Dance
have seen many old friends from the Cavalry Depot and the City roll up
to make such evenings extremely happy ones. We have had two since
our last Notes, the 1st and 2nd Gents, prizes going to R.S.M. Dare and
C/S. Jones, whilst Mrs. Ongley and Mrs. Prime walked off with the 1st
and 2nd Ladies' prizes respectively, and in the 2nd tournament, Sgt.
Clayton and Sgt. Wardlaw (Cavalry Depot) collared the two prizes and
Miss Sheeran and Miss Miles the two awards in their respective classes.
It may sound a trifle ominous, but we are glad to record (not sorry)
that we, as a military body, have come into conflict with the Civil
Police. At the end of last month we had a mighty duel with them with
firearms, and on our Solano Range we " Shot them." We beat them,
too, our total being 252 as against their score of 196. For the Mess C/S.
Edwards, O.R.S., scored three short of a possible. Nipsey's got a
wonderfully steady hand, and what an " Eye" to be sure !—both for
the Target and for the Ladies. We afterwards all had tea together
in the Mess and some games together later on, but, unfortunately,
several of the Police, had to leave us early in consequence of duty call
ing them.
They invited us to have a return shoot on the 5th of the month,
and this time we repaired to Blean Ranges. Again we won—413 to
294. Later on they looked after us in tophole manner. A spiffing
tea at Gaywood's Restaurant, when Sgt. Richardson made quite a natty
little speech, in reply to which C.S.M. Love made a very appropriate
reply. Then we proceeded to their Club Room, where they entertained
us at Snooker and Cards. A right rollicking evening we had, too, the
Police winning the Crib Tournament and ourselves the Snooker. A
few visits to the " Falstaff," a few " Snifters," a few Yarns (which,
by the way, would not be accepted for insertion in the Christian Herald
ended up one of the most enjoyable times we have ever had. There
is no mistake about the Police, they are jolly fine hosts and jolly fine
fellows.
^
The great craze in the Mess at present is the Snooker Tournament.
Every Member plays each other one game of Snooker, and a record
is kept of each individual score. At the end, when every member
has played his maximum number of games, the whole of his scores
are added together, and the person who has the highest aggregate wins
the prize. To read of this, may not savour of much excitement being
caused in playing such a competition, but if any sceptic undertakes
to try it on, he will find that there is an abundance of both excitement
and amusement in it. We also have a Crib Tournament going on,
and which is being run on somewhat similar lines.
The first real Dance of the Season took place on the 19th instant.
It was a Fancy Dress one, and was a huge success. Mrs. Guy Lee very
kindly presented the prizes, and assisted in the selection of the prize
winners. We did not envy the selectors their task, for, in very truth,
the getups were simply marvellous, and it really must have been
a heartbreaking job to have to leave out some at the expense of those
who actually got the awards. Mrs. Love as an Ayah took the first m
the Ladies' class, whilst her husband, C.S.M. Love, took first m the
Gents'. And, you can take it from us, they deserved them. C.S.M.
Love as a Rajah was personification itself, and Mrs. Love s represen
tation of an Ayah was the talk of the evening. Mrs. Channer (wife of
Sgt. Channer, Cavalry Depot) took second Ladies' prize. Her getup
as a Blackbird was both original and delightfully sweet, and the em
bodiment of a Courtier was shewn in the dress of C.S.M. Wale of the
Territorials who carried off the second prize for Gentlemen. We cannot
say much more now, as our Notes are very late, and we doubt if we shall
be in time to catch the Editor for his November issue. Anything we ve
missed we'll tell you about when we send in our next gibberish. Just
a final word. We welcome our new Editor on taking up his post, and
hope, that, collectively, we may be able at times to assist him m some
slight measure to make the good old Dragon a ponderous success^ ^ ^

DEPOT HOCKEY NEWS.

October 6th v. Sittingbourne H.C. at Sittingbourne.

Depot lost somewhat disastrously by 12 to Nil. This was the
first match of the season and several members of the team were away.

October 17th v. R.N. Chatham H.C. at Canterbury.

An excellent game, lost at the last moment by one goal, scores being
56.

October 20th v. Wye College at Wye.

Scores being 21. A win for the Depot. The team played together
but were rather weak in the circle. Several more goals should have
been scored, but lack of practice would account for this. Sgt.Dr.
Clayton was in the team for the last time, as he joins the 1st Battalion
shortly. His valuable assistance will be greatly missed.
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Inter Squad Shield.

The shield for September and October will be held for the next two
months by Sgt. Smith's squad.

Practice Dances.

The R.S.M.'s Practice Dances started on 25th and although our
numbers are not so strong, excellent results are hoped for by the time
the big Ptes.' Dance takes place.
Sgts.' Dance—Sgt. Sedgwick. Cpls.' Dance—Cpl. Crawley.

Football.

We have had a fairly successful month at football, winning five and
losing one, and that one only by the smallest possible score, 10 against
R.G.A. at Dover.
We have, however, lost our insideleft, Recruit Batstone, who has
been drafted to the 2nd Battalion. We shall have a hard job to fill
his place, however, one or two of the young squads may develop into
good players.
The R.S.M. turned out for the Charity Cup match v. Thanington,
and scored the first goal from a free kick, but his leg is still a little
weak.

MATCHES AND RESULTS.

LESSER STOUR, at Wingham. Won easily.
GREEN HOWARDS, at Canterbury. Won 30, after a very good game

in which there wasn't the slightest suspicion of anything against the
rules. Our team played splendidly together and won because of that.
LESSER STOUR at Canterbury. Won 120. We hardly expected
to win so easily this time as the Stour reported they had a much stronger
team. However our team were not to be denied and playing strongly
and together, won well by abovementioned score. All played well.
WYE COLLEGE at Canterbury. A very enjoyable game which we
won by the score 81, principally through the remarkable finishing
power of our forwards, ably led by Shelton. We had not so much of the
play as the score suggests, but Wye were bad finishers.
R.G.A. at Dover. Lost 10. Played in a gale of wind against
a huge team. We beat the R.G.A. twice last year, but they have a
much better team this year. Our team played well but could not over
come the elements.
THANINGTON at Canterbury. 1st round Canterbury Charity Cup.
Won by us easily, Thanington leaving the field when we were eight
goals up, and the match was awarded to us.
Our first obstacle is thus safely passed and we meet Heme Bay
ExService men on the next round at Canterbury on the 10th November,
and we shall do our best to win.

If.

(To an N.C.O.)
If you can keep your head when those about you
Are losing their's and bringing blame on you,
If you can trust yourself though others doubt you
Nor care a tinker's cuss because they do.
If you can go all out and still keep moving,
Or being caught out do not stoop to lies
Or when dropped on don't give away to brooding
And never talk too big or look too wise.
If you can curse and not make oaths your master,
If you can laugh and not make jokes your aim.
If you can face the prospects of disaster
With equanimity and yet keep sane.
If you can bear to see the truths you've spoken
Wasted upon the intellects of fools
Or watch your hopes and aspirations broken
And stick it with no thought of downing tools.
If you can play the game throughout the innings,
Prepared to smile whether you've won or lost
And fail and start again at your beginnings
And never care a damn about the cost.
If you can force your nerve and heart and sinew
To stay the course, however short or long
And persevere when there is nothing in you
Except the Will which says to you " hold on "
If you can face rebuffs and hold your head up
Or meet with modesty the praise you've won
If you can hold your tongue and not get fed up
When you're told off for something wrong you've done
If you can fill the unforgiving minute
With sixty seconds worth of distance run
Your's is success and your's the pleasure with it
Of knowing that your job has been well done.
(With apologies to Mr. Rudyard Kipling and re
printed from The China Dragon, the chronicle of the
Royal Berkshire Regiment).

Buffs Historical Records,

A correspondent writes :—
HAVE received the history of The Buffs, but am
anxious to find what happened after Blenheim.
Can you tell me where I can get a history of The
Buffs from Blenheim up to The Great War ?
OUR REPLY.
" There is at present, no history covering the
period 17041914, but it is hoped that a suitable his
torian will be found in the near future and that such
a hook will he, in time, published. The small profits
out of the Volume, 19141919, are being devoted to
this purpose.
You are doubtless aware that there is " The His
torical Record of the Third Regiment of Foot, or the
Buffs " published in 1839 by Longman, Orme and Co.
This book, which was produced " by authority," and
is, in fact, regarded as the official history of the Buffs,
deals with the period 15721838. Actually, it is a
very condensed account of the services of the Regiment.
It is well illustrated.
This book is out of print, but copies may be picked
up occasionally at about 20/ at secondhand bookshops.
Major F. W Tomlinson (Audit House, Victoria
Embankment, EC. 4), the Hon. Sec. of the History
Committee, is the most likely person to know whether
the Historical Record can be procured and I feel sure
that he will secure you a copy of this should you require
one.

I

A Letter from Old England.
i.

^T^HERE came a tale to England,
It was a Battle Won,
And nobly had their warriors,
That day their duty done.
They fell like leaves in Autumn,
Yet amid that awful scene,
Their last shouts were for England,
Their last breaths for the King.
II.
There came a tale to England
Of suffering, want, and woe,
Of the nightwatch in the trenches,
Of the sortie by the foe.
Amidst the rains and storms,
With no pause in between
And there was Grief in England
From the poorest to the King.
III.
The King then wrote a letter,
With God's blessing on his pen,
Go, tell those noblehearted,
Sick, wounded and dying men,
There is not a heart in England,
Can feel the pang more keen;
That day and night,
Our own loved troops
Are thought of by their King.
IV.
Then rose a shout in England,
From thence it was wafted o'er,
The sea beyond,
From Paris to Berlin
God bless the People of England,
We'd do the same again.
F. W. R.
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Bull Fighting.

BY MAJOR E. P. GOULD.
THE article entitled " A Bull Fight " in the October
issue would give the idea that the writer had watched
the " Corrida" he attended in the light of a kind of
circus entertainment. Viewed in this light, as the Bull
fight usually is by strangers, it is hard to carry away
any other impressions other than those described.
But the real enthusiast knows as much about this
complicated art in theory as the Toreros in the Arena
know in practice, and he attends to applaud the skill
shown and to show his disapproval equally forcibly of
want of skill and of departure from the very strict
rules governing the procedure.
I would venture to submit a few remarks to attempt
to give the other side of the picture.
THE BULL.
The bulls for fighting are specially reared by breeders
whose reputations depend on the results given before
the Public which is as exacting in its judgment of the
bulls as of the fighters.
The bull is at his prime for
fighting at five years. But every bull has his own
characteristics and noone can say, until the bull
actually enters the Arena, what type of fighter he will
turn out to be. Here I may say that the keeping of
the bull in quiet shade for some hours before the fight
is to keep him as undisturbed and collected as possible
for his supreme effort and not with the object of making
him dazzled and bewildered on entering the Arena.
When he enters the Arena he throws his head high,
and charges wildly at everything he sees. He is then
put through the stages referred to in your October
issue viz :—the fight with the Picadors, then with the
Banderilleros, to prepare him for his final fight alone with
the Matador. The object of these stages is not to tire
him out and hand a harmless beast to the Matador
to slay, but to methodically collect him and concentrate
his attention. To take these stages separately :—
(1) THE PICADOR.
The object at this stage is twofold (a) to bring
the attention of the bull to concentration on one
adversary; (b) to force him to bring his head from
high in the air to a downward position, the position
required later for the deathstroke. A good bull should
not require any goading or forcing to make him attack
the picador. A brave bull attacks readily as it is his
instinct to do. If he will not attack, he has to be
induced to do so. If he positively refuses, he is re
moved from the Arena and handed to the butcher.
Disgrace for the breeder ! Three " piques " is the
normal for each bull and they must be exactly in the
correct place, not to injure the joints or muscles and
not to tear the skin.
(2) THE BANDERILLERO.
This stage continues the same, objects and times
should not he wasted. Three pairs of " banderilles "
is the usual number.
During these periods such passes are given with
the cape to the bull as may be necessary, but too much
play with the cape or unskilful play tends to bewilder
the bull and, worst of all, teaches him that the cape
is not his enemy but something near it. This causes
him to " seek the man."
From first to last the " captaining " of the Matador
and the teamwork of his assistants are being exercised
every moment. As I have said earlier, no two bulls
fight alike. Books on " Tauromachy " classify bulls,
according to their fighting characteristics, into thirteen
categories and there are others as well. The Matador,
when he sees his bull, has to make up his mind what
" type " he is dealing with and lay his plan of campaign
for himself and his " cuachilla " accordingly. Cape
work, suitable for one type would be certain death if
employed in another. The various passes with the
cape are infinite in number and the carrying out of
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each is legislated for with all the precision of a drill
book. With every change that comes over the temper
of the bull as the fight proceeds, the Matador must
adapt his plan of action accordingly.
The great and final stage of the fight is the combat
of man and beast, the Matador alone against the Bull !
The Matador advances with his long sword and with
the red cape (the Muleta). With the " Muleta " the
Matador brings the bull to complete subjection to his
will. He corrects any faults that still remain, or may
have been brought by unskilful handling, in the bearing
of the bull. If the bull has become unduly nervous,
he infuses fresh courage into him, and eventually
brings the will of the animal entirely under his own.
He then works the bull to exactly the position and the
poise which he requires previous to the delivery of the
deathstroke or " estocade."
At this stage a tired or uncollected bull is the last
thing a Matador desires and many of the fatal accidents
have occurred when this has been the case.
Of the two usual " estocades," the " Recibir " and
the " Volapie," the former is most usually made use of.
In this case, the Matador takes his aim at the vital spot
and by his voice or with the " muleta " calls the bull
to attack him. The bull charges on to the sword.
During this act the movements of the bull are seen by
the Matador who is in a position to take the initiative,
should it be necessary to save himself. In the " volapie"
the Matador rushes on the horns of the bull and drives
his sword home.
From the beginning of the bullfight the Matador
is the central and dominating figure.
He makes an
exhibition with the cape in the early stages when it is
easier to do fancy work before the bull has collected
himself, he directs the work of all throughout, he is at
hand in the right place at the right moment to rush
in and help an assistant in danger, and his is the final
handtohand combat.
A minor inaccuracy in the account in your October
issue is the statement that the final stroke is made
through the neck into the heart. The heart is very
rarely touched as it is situated further back in the body.
Every pass and every stroke has a correct method
of performance and every failure of skill or courage is
met in the violent disapproval by the Public. There
are at least nineteen different ways of delivering the
deathstroke, some correct, some incorrect.
I have already seen some good Matadors (notably
Chicuelo and Gaona), some mediocre and some had,
and, even to the uninitiated eye, it is easy to see the
difference in skill and style.
The injury to the horses is the hardest part to
face, but I have been told that the public at bullfights
should be so taken up with the skill of the Toreadors
that their eyes should never leave the bull and that
they do not see the fate of the horses once the bull
has left them. In earlier days, the fight with horses
was more even as the horses were active and skilled.
This state of affairs has altered and old and wornout
horses are now used. One cannot help feeling that
the fight would be better for the omission of the horses,
but it would appear that it is an essential part of the
progressive fight.
The outstanding feeling in watching a bullfight
is that there can be no question of a " putup " affair.
Also it is one of the only institutions where the public
are the real judges. It is the public who judge the bulls
and the fighters with the result that public opinion is
feared. The fight is controlled by a President who is
independent of the Matadors and of the Management
of the Arena.
As with other professions in modern days, it is
unfortunate that there are now several Matadors
(and other ranks) who are inferior to their illustrious
predecessors, not only in skill, but in valour and good
will and who are not assisting to add glory to their
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ancient profession. These men should, however,
drop out shortly, as the professional life of a Torero
who does not please the public is not usually a long one.
There can be no question however, that, from an
artistic point of view, the wonderful oldfashioned
rich costumes and the accompanying chivalry and cere
monial are splendidly fascinating ; and no one who has
witnessed such a scene on a fine sunny day can fail
to be impressed by the extreme gracefulness of action.
Further, the knowledge that these men are usually
facing danger that nothing but their own skill can
avert, and which never gets less with familiarity adds
to the splendour of everything. In " Tauromachy "
it is laid down that there is no merit in any action
unaccompanied by danger and these men, as a rule,
live up fully to carrying out this maxim. Most actions
in connection with the bull are performed directly
facing the horns.
My own first impression at my first bullfight was
that I should be disgusted, but, to my intense surprise,
this feeling rapidly wore off. I am not yet quite certain
what my own feelings are, but, from what I have read,
I can entirely understand the enthusiasm of the war
student, the 44 aficionado," of the Art.
I do think, however, that the writer of the Article
in your previous issue takes perhaps too much of a
onesided view.

Personalities.
^BY JACKY JACKY, LATE 2ND BATT.
AM on the war path, this issue, so you that took
part in the Campaign of 1879 collect your thoughts
and try to locate the individuals whom I do not name
but whose acts I shall narrate—should be able to solve
the question of their personalities.
Late in the year of '78, the 2nd Battalion made
tracks for the Natal border—in other words the mouth
of the Tugela River. It spent a very enjoyable time at
" Trings Post," especially at Christmas when around the
bonfires we held alfresco concerts in which C Company's
men became very prominent. One individual—who
afterwards took a leading part at Singapore in our
Theatrical performance of 44 Never too late to mend,"
gave us the old songs, " Cherry Ripe," and " Won't
you buy my pretty flowers." Those were jolly evenings,
and must be fixed upon your memories. But, alas,
C Company left us for the Tugela for the purpose of
assisting the boys of the sister service to find ways and
means of transporting the troops into Zululand, the
Battalion meanwhile being kept busy in preparing for
eventualities.
There was a certain N.C.O. in C Company who had
in his younger days held the post of a Yeoman of Signals
in H.M. Navy, an adept at spinning snake yarns. One
peculiarity about him was that his eyes were not alike,
the right being of a different colour to that of the left,
and, moreover, when at musketry he shot with both
eyes open. Unfortunately at Tugela he meta few
" old salts " of other days, which brought trouble upon
"him, in that he was arrested, brought before his Colonel,
and Crimed, if his own words were facts, with having a
too strong sense of smell. When asked by his C.O.
what he had to say in his defence, he gave I was led to
believe, the following reply :—
" I was invited, Sir, to spend an evening with a few
old shipmates, and was thoroughly enjoying their
Company, till they brought in a Dixie of J amaica Rum,
when the odour quite overcame me, and one of them
had to lead me home to my tent, being under the im
pression I was seriously ill."
Whether this is what he did say I cannot prove, so
I leave it to Colonel Moody and ColSgt. J ames of " C "
to verify if they can.

I

A few years later—" 82 I think "—I heard our
" noble " spinning a snake yarn whilst sitting on the
steps of " H " Company's Bungalow, at Singapore,
surrounded by a number of young fellows of the
Banana and Mosquito Draft, and it was to this effect :—
When my old ship, of which I was signalman, was
entering Hong Kong Harbour our Masthead 44 Look
out " reported, " Masthead on the Starboard Bow,
Sir."
The ship was brought up alongside the
object, the diving gear brought up, and a Diver sent
down to investigate and report. The man being down
so long, the skipper ordered a second Diver down. The
The second Diver failed to return and the third was
sent down.
The last diving suit and gear was brought on deck
and every man Jack on the ship was in suspense, in
cluding the skipper. The third man failing, the Boat
swain volunteered to don the suit and investigate.
The Boatswain had not been down many minutes
when up shot one of the divers feet first like a shot
from a catapult, hauled in on deck, divested of his rig
and taken to the Sick Bay. At intervals of a few minutes
each of the other two came up in a similar fashion
and were treated the same way.
44 But," asked several of the lads in chorus and
expectancy. 44 What was wrong ?
" Oh ! cried the orator, when the Boatswain came
up he reported that the men had broken into the spirit
room and the Doctor reported the men as being blind
drunk and that he had to cause them to he pumped."
Evidently the narrator must have suffered at the time
this took place from the over sensitiveness of his nasal
organs.
A POEM.
It would be interesting to know how many of the old
Battalion can locate the Regimental poet who wrote
the following :—
The Buffs ! They are a noble corps, everyone can tell,
At Dover and at Mullingar they were always called the
swell.
They were headed by a noble man, Pearson was his name;
He led the Buffs at Ekowe heights, t'was there he gained
his fame.
On the twentysecond of J anuary, eighteen hundred and
seventynine
The Zulus they caught sight of us and thought they
had us fine.
But, Colonel Parnell gave command for " F " and " G "
to advance.
They did, got the word to fire, and made the Zulus
dance.
At Fort Ekowe we were locked in for many a weary week,
And whilst in that dismal hole our eyes did stare to
seek—
Pollonies, puddings, jam, or potatoes in their coats,
The people relishing these were all the 44 Tol Lol blokes.
We had a Sgt.Major Murphy and a Sergeant Murphy
who—
Corresponded to 44 The Witness " as to what The Buffs
could do.
They fought like British soldiers on that memorable day,
But they neither got 44 Batty " Money nor any Extra
Pay.
(Note. The Tol Lol blokes here mentioned were
the Bandmaster and Schoolmaster and other casuals
at Durban).
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Musketry—No. 4.

WING to the recruits'
O
cup competition not
being finished on the miniature

range we have had to hold
over the names of the various
winners until a later date.
The final of the Grant Cup
competition for sections was
very keenly contested for, as
mentioned in our last month's
issue, on the miniature range.
No. 1 of 7 Platoon under Cpl.
Johnson was winner and Sgt.
Clacy must be complimented on
having two of his sections from
his Platoon left in the Final,
the keenness of these two
sections can be realized as
there was only a difference of
four points in the grand totals
of each section's aggregate.
Football.

The detachment have not made a very good start
in the Sittingbourne and Milton District Division, II.,
Football League, but we hope to improve as we go on
into the season, for we have been very unlucky in not
being able to place the same team in the field each
Saturday, as some of our best players have been on the
wrong shift in the Mills, but we hope that luck will
be with us when we meet Murston Social in the 1st
Round of Sittingbourne Charity Cup, so that we can
field our best eleven, especially as we are playing at
home on the (Sittingbourne Wembley Ground).
The training for this year is nearly at an end and all
ranks are now looking forward to their well earned
Bounties. It is rumoured that our (Giant) Tommy
Knight has taken unto himself a wife, and the detach
ment tender their best wishes of good health and
happiness both to Mrs. Knight and himself.
Billiards.

We are now busy getting the Billiard Championship
off and since we have had our other table recovered
we have found quite a few Newmans and Smiths, so
everything points to a very interesting competition, the
results we also hope to publish later.
THE WEALD COMPANY.
There is nothing worthy of record this month. Tbe
old Territorial year is finished.
It has been by no
means an unsatisfactory one, but there is no reason
why the next should not be better. Let us make a
good start by trying to get a good batch of recruits in
each Detachment. They can then start training
together and have ample time in which to become
efficient to take their place in the ranks at next year's
camp—where and whenever that may happen to be.
Will everyone in the Company make a special effort
to attend the Armistice parade at Cranbrook on Sunday,
November 11th. Full details will be issued to each
Detachment. In the meantime it may be stated
that Colonel the Viscount Goschen, C.B.E., V.D., the
Honorary Colonel of the Battalion, has promised to
attend and present Territorial Efficiency medals to four
members of the Company.
We would wrsh to convey to Lord Goschen our
congratulations on his appointment, which appeared
in the Gazette of October 13th, and to add that we feel
ourselves fortunate in the Weald in having our Honorary
Colonel resident in our own area. It is pleasant to
know that his long and intimate connection with the
Weald Battalion will be further prolonged with the
4th Battalion of which the Weald Company now forms
a part.

The Buffs in the Hinterland.

W

E were only a Company of Local Lads
You had of times at Home seen us drilling,
But when the call came, with the rest of the band
" Our King " found us ready and willing.
We nobly answered Our Nation's call,
Around the Old Flag to rally,
For he's not a Briton who stands by and see
How the " Huns " were treating Our Ally.
When our Company was called on for Volunteers
To leave their native land,
And stand to the cause of the " right and just,"
The E's answered to almost a man.
None of us knew where we were bound for
Or cared if it came to the push,
But hoped it would be across to Paree,
With our Allies the foul Huns to crush.
But we were'nt quite proficient in training
And so to give us a chance
They sent out our Regiment to India
There to train us and fit us for France.
But it wasn't to France they drafted our Corp
We were fit for a far better land
So the order was posted, the 4th were to sail
For the Aden Hinterland.
And when the sands of that lonely desert
Have covered the plains of strife,
Where the British fought for the victory
And the Turk fled for his life.
When the sounds of battle are over
And Home we again wend our way,
A tale will be told how the Buffs brave and bold
Faced death on that Eastern day.
In a village of mud huts in the Hinterland
The Turks were making a stay,
When the order came through to put them to rout
From the General commanding that day.
So the Buffs—R.G.A. the Hants, with their guns,
The Baluchies and Sikh Pioneers
Pushed forward to grapple with Arab and Turk.
Midst many a rousing cheer.
Stick it " The Buffs " was the cry that went up
And stick it they did with a will
For the fame of the Regiment to which they belonged
Was green in their memory still.
And those folks who did look on these lads with disdain
As to drill or to camp they did go
J ust saw what they learnt in their leisure at home
That gave them a hand in that show.
But the worst was not over for by now the sun shone
With a glare that was fierce and intense,
But those lads of East Kent kept plodding along
Although they were pretty well spent.
The torture of thirst now made itself felt
As kneedeep in sand they trudged on.
Then the order came through to return towards Shiek,
For the Turks and the Arabs were gone.
And as we retired to that compound at " Sheik "
Through the heat of that tropical day
I wonder how many have passed in their checks ?
One chap to another was heard say.
For one by one they dropped down by the way,
Some met their ends by the Turks
Others were wounded by shrapnel which fell
In our ranks on that terrible jerk.
Several were buried just where they fell
Struck down by the sun's scorching ray.
Others were helping a comrade along,
For it meant certain death for to stay.
Then here's to the Buffs whose traditions can tell
Of the Honours they've won in each land.
But there's one more to go on those Honours to show
What the 4th did in The Aden Hinterland. W. J. BIRD.
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Kenya Colony.
BY CAPTAIN HENRY JACKSON.
to Life in the Regiment there is nothing to
beat that out here : I am of course in The
Highlands about which there has been so much dis
cussion during the Indian controversy. Here I am, 56
miles from Naissh and 25 miles from the nearest Post
Office or shops of any kind.
CLIMATE.
We're 5,000 feet up so that we never suffer unduly
from the heat in fact the temperature does not go
above 85° in the shade ; very different to the good old
days at Multan ! As far as I can gather, one can get
every kind of climate out here over an area not much
bigger than England and Scotland. One can go from
the Bombay heat at Mombase to St. Moritz like cold
and snow of Mt. Kenya. Mt. Kenya is shortly to be
opened up as a great skiing and skating place. Above
Nairobi the country is as green and the climate as cool
as in England and higher up, near the Aberdeen Hills
where it is over 9,000 feet up, during part of the year
you get frosts every night, and Heather growing on the
hills as in Scotland. Here we strike a very fair medium
with beautiful cool mornings and cool breezes during
the day and cold nights. J ust now, it is our autumn ;
days are grey and cloudy, sometimes the sun never
gets through at all. When one considers the fact that
we're right on the equator, it does seem extraordinary.
PRODUCTS.
The country, now the Indian question is settled,
should as far as I can hear, go right ahead. There is no
doubt that the coffee grown in this country is excellent
and at present it suffers from no disease. Sissal sugar
and maize are all doing well, also grade stock, but it
is early days at present to predict anything, and the
Country is only just beginning to recover from a really
terrible slump when, as far as I can gather, nearly
everyone went " broke !"
LACK OF TRANSPORT.
Such crops as sissal sugar and maize are heavy
crops and do not bring in the same profit as coffee,
and are just as heavy to transport, so that the great
need of the country now, is more railways and roads.
To get to the coast, everything has to go 300 miles
on the Uganda railway from Nairobi, heavy freightage
and no big waterways are two big drawbacks, the
latter is one that I do not think can be overcome.

N

EXT

CAPITAL REQUIRED.
I should like to say, and I am sure I am right for
it is the opinion of everyone who has been in the country
any length of time that it is useless anyone coming out
here unless he's got a job or friends to live with, without
a capital of at least £3,000. Whatever anyone decides
to go in for there is the farm to purchase and a big
outlay afterwards for some years, and during that time
there'is very little coming in. Many men have gone
" broke " simply because they have tried to do too
much on a limited capital.
TRADING OXEN.
I am exceedingly lucky as I'm staying here with
friends, who are being very good to me, and giving me
much valuable help. I myself am going in for trading
oxen. The farm here is situated next to the native
reserve, so I am well placed for buying. The oxen in
this district are the only ones in the country that are
immune to East Coast fever and are therefore used
everywhere. I buy them untrained from the native
and after getting them inoculated against insect pest
and training them, sell them again. So far, there is
always a .steady demand for them, so I hope to do well,
and it suits a man with a small capital and one who
cannot afford to risk everything.

HOUSE BUILDING.
I'm just starting to build my bungalow on this farm,
I am full of hope it will be successful, but so far my
knowledge is restricted to different kinds of rockments,
but it is extraordinary how »soon one learns when
there's no one else to do things for one. I have got to
make and burn about 50,000 bricks first of all; with
12 " boys " I hope to do 1,000 a day.
PRICES.
Labour out here is delightfully cheap, 10/ a month
of 30 working days is not exorbitant. Living, too, is
wonderful chickens 1/ each, beef 5d. a lb., eggs 20 for
1/, sugar and flour are also equally cheap. Everything
produced in the country is very inexpensive, but
imported things are exorbitant, as there is a very
heavy duty owing to having no income tax.
SPORT.
We have got wonderful big game shooting, Lions
and Leopards and plenty of buck and smaller game
within two days trek, so I hope if anyone in the Regi
ment can get six months leave and comes out here,
he or they will come to me and make their Headquarters
here. The Natives are just getting civilized, they wear
one blanket which is discarded for work—file their
teeth—pull out all their eyebrows and eyelashes, and
use other queer traits. I've tried to get in touch with
John Chester, but have not succeeded yet.

Is it Peace?
(An exsoldier soliloquises.)
WHEN KAISER WILLIAM lost his head
And tried to smash the blinkin' earth,
" I s'pose it's up to me," I said,
" To show the blighter what he's worth."
I had no taste for soldierin' ways,
In fact I wanted nothin' more
Than livin' peaceful all my days,
But up I got and went to war;,
And four long beastly years I stuck
Of blood and sweat and wounds and muck.
I never had, through all that spell,
One thought of glory or of pride;
I hated all of it like hell,
And often wished I could have died
(Like better men) ; but all the same
vSomehow inside o' me I knew
'Twould be an everlastin shame
If England didn't see it through ;
That Englishmen were bound to fight
The brute idea that Might is Right.
And when we'd done the job, sez I,
" We've won a better state o'things.
No more will men be forced to die
For whims of Kaisers and of Kings ;
Nations won't squabble all the while;
This war has made 'em understand ;
They'll plod along in sober style,
With Peace and Reason handinhand."
A dam bad prophet, dreamin' dreams,
My breath was wasted, so it seems.
I'm sickened, lookin' round today;
The world seems pretty well as mad,
Swords rattlin' in the same old way
And mailed fists shakin' just as bad ;
It makes a feller half inclined
To envy those that sleep out there,
Who never guessed the rotten kind
O' disappointments we've to bear.
With hopes still bright they took their call;
Were they the happiest, after all ?
(With acknowledgments to " Punch.")
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WILLIAMS.

Many years London Manager for F. W. FLIGHT.
gEING a practical Cutter myself I personally wait
on my clients, to whom I can guarantee
distinctive Uniforms or Mufti.
I specialize in Hunting and Evening Dress Clothes.

ail

fllMntatures
CLIENTS

auD
WAITED

©ecorattons
ON

/Iftoiutteh

PERSONALLY.

to Customers'
INSPECTION

or&ers.

INVITED.

SWEATERS, SCARVES & TIES OF BUFFS COLOURS IN STOCK

17 HANOVER STREET, LONDON, W.l.
THE

Celebrated
"ARMY ALE."

SOLDIER'S
BEER.

The favourite beer throughout all parts of the Indian Empire.

fO
ft
(J)

Supplied
THE BUFFS,
Supplied
N . A . A . F .I.
Supplied
N . A . A . F .I.

to the Officer's Mess and Sergeant's Mess, 1st Battalion
at G I B R A L T A R , by Saccone & Speed, Ltd.

to the 1st Battalion THE BUFFS, at GIBRALTAR, bv the
'
to the 2nd Battalion THE BUFFS, at PORTLAND, bv the
'

Win. McEwan & Co., Ltd., Brewers, Edinburgh.
HOLMES

Charles E. Burgess, Proprietor

7 MERCERY LANE, CANTERBURY

HIGHGLASS GROCERIES, PROVISIONS
FRENCH

and

ITALIAN

GOODS

Collector and distributor of all the latest and newest
produce brought on to the European Markets at
LONDON STORE PRICES

FAMILIES WAITED ON — MESS SUPPLIERS

Headache, Toothache, Neuralgia
and all other nerve pains
6id. per box of 8 tasteless doses
Proprietors:

W A L K E R . <«> H A R R I S , L T D .
Three Boxes
Post Free.

Chemists,

CANTERBURY
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Military Tailors and Outfitters
Regimental Tailors by appointment to
The Buffs
The Fast Yorkshire Regiment
The Royal Scots Fusiliers
The Royal Welch Fusiliers
The South Wales Borderers
The Scottish Rifles
The Fast Surrey Regiment
The Duke of Wellington's Regiment
The Border Regiment

The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The

Royal Sussex Regiment
Hampshire Regiment
Dorset Regiment
South Lancashire Regiment
Welch Regiment
Fssex Regiment
Sherwood Foresters
Loyal Regiment (North
Lancashire)

The Northampton Regiment
The Royal Berkshire Regiment
The King's Own Yorks. Light Infantry
The Middlesex Regiment
The Manchester Regiment
York & Lancaster Regiment
The Durham Light Infantry
Royal Ulster Rifles
The London Rifle Brigade

LONDON: 4 NEW BUREINGTON STREET, REGENT STREET, W. 1
WOODWICH: 5 FRANCES STREET
AEDERSHOT
29 HIGH STREET
CAMBERLEY: 68 & 68A HIGH STREET
Telephones: 2346 Regent, London; 300 Woolwich; 296 Aldershot; 359 Camberley
Telegrams: "Afflighty, London"; "Flight, Aldershot"; "Flight, Camberley"

J. H. G. HAMILTON.
(Late

WINE

FREND

&

SON).

MERCHANT.

(ESTABLISHED 1739).

26

St. George's

Street,

CANTERBURY.
Telephone: 148 Canterbury.

CHARLES BARROWS

THE

FISHERIES

Tel30

Proprietor: H. J. HOPPER, late K.R.R.C.

3a St. Margaret's Street, Canterbury.
FRESH

FISH

DAILY

(Licensed dealer in Game).
LOBSTERS -

CRABS

G. H. COE,
BAKER

AND

- -

WHELKS.

(late W. C. POPE),

CONFECTIONER,

37 Northgate Street
CANTERBURY

2 The Borough, Canterbury.

Grocery, Provisions, Hardware,
Brushes, etc.

YOU'RE WANTED

Noted for Good Bread and Moderate Prices.
Cakes, Turog Bread, baked daily.

To send us the Names and Addresses
Personal and prompt attention given to all orders.

of ALL your Buff Friends.
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Boxing Champions of England.
No. 4. J A C K Sr, ACK 1750—1760.
he so punished the champion's "nob" that he knocked
ACK Slack, who after
off the title, picked it up, and wore it. Thus fell the
defeating Broughton,
hitherto invincible Slack.
assumed the title of Cham
Slack now quitted the pugilistic profession and went
pion, was a short, thick
back to his old trade, opening a butcher's shop in
set man only standing
Chandos Street, Covent Garden. He appears to rather
five feet eightandahalf
have fallen into disrepute in sporting circles and was
inches, but weighing 14
stone and was noted for
afterwards suspected more than once of squaring
fights. It is impossible to say how true these stories
his tremendous hitting
are,
but he stuck to his business and appears to have
powers. Even to this day,
prospered until his death in 1778.
D.S.L.
the expression " a slack
'un " is used when referring
to an extra hard punch.
His best friends, how
" We loved him, but God loved him better',
ever, could never accuse
So He took our little hero to be one of His angels."
him of being a scientific
So ran the inscription on a wreath put on the
fighter and he was always
monument after it was unveiled in Maidenhead Ceme
regarded as lucky in beating
the redoubtable Broughton
tery on Sunday, the 14th October. On the small white
marble cross was the following inscription :—
who was far from fit at
J A C K S L A C K O F B R I S T O L . the time of their meeting.
Benjamin Arthur Taphouse.
But what Slack lacked in science, he made up for in
Who died March 29th, 1923, aged 5 years
through
injuries received in rescuing a baby.
determination and ferocity and it was said that he often
On the 29th of last March, some little children
risked and received a knock down blow rather than
were playing in Brayroad, Maidenhead, when a motor
give ground before his opponents. The first contest
van appeared suddenly on the scene and the children
of any note that we find Slack engaged in after beating
scattered. One little boy, aged 5 years, seeing a
Broughton is with a Frenchman named Petit who was
perambulator with a baby in the road, ran back and
an exhibitor in a circus as a strong man and noted for
pushed both out of danger, but himself failed to clear
his great muscular powers. They met at Harlston in
the motor and was knocked down and killed before the
Norfolk in 1751 and the contest seems to have been
driver could pull up.
fought with a happy disregard for any of Broughton's
The inhabitants of Maidenhead raised a fund by
Rules. On the first set to, Petit seized Slack by the
public subscription and erected the memorial. The
throat and proceeded to choke him for halfaminute
unveiling ceremony was so largely attended that a
until the Champion was black in the face: he managed
space near the grave had to be guarded by police and
finally to break free and spent the next ten minutes
scout troops. The procession was headed by the
of the contest in avoiding the Frenchman's rushes.
Maidenhead British Legion Band playing Beethoven's
Twice was corned and thrown clean off the stage
Funeral March and was composed of large contingents
into the audience, but each time climbed back, like the
of Scout Troops, the Choir, the Vicar, the Mayor,
bull dog he w.as, within the halfminute allowed him.
many prominent people, members of the Salvation
The odds which had at first been all in favour of the
Army, relations, neighbours and a representative of
Englishman now changed round to a guinea to a shilling
the firm which owned the motorvan which was involved
against him. The Frenchman now took to running
in the accident.
in and catching Slack round the knees and throwing
Mr. Charles Holland writes :—" The little Hero
him, but Jack getting wise to this trick, caught him
was the son of No. E.K. 5311 Private W. E. Taphouse,
some terrible upper cubs as he came in, closed one of
late the Buffs.
his eyes and beat him terribly about the face. After
Mr. and Mrs. Taphouse have the deepest sympathy
20 minutes of fighting,
the Frenchman had become
of
us all while our hearts are filled with admiration of
weak, while Slack appeared to gain strength. With
the act of a little boy of five.
one last effort, Petit hurled Slack out of the ring for the
third time, but as the Englishman climbed back, Petit
Pension Pars.
ran from the stage declaring that he could fight no more.
" Red Tape," the Civil Service magazine, is the
The name of Slack was a terror to fighting rustics.
At a country fair a " native " depending on his natural
literary playground in which our servants of the State
prowess gave Slack a blow in the face and a sharp set
make merry. It has just celebrated its twelfth birth
to began in which the Champion did not altogether
day. A very lively child, too, and as bright as a button.
get the best of it until at last Slack exclaimed " What,
It has kept us amused with some entertaining extracts
shall it be said a ploughman beat Jack Slack ?" The
from letters received by the Ministry of Pensions.
very name appalled the countryman, who, imagining
One wit wrote that he was writing his letter on the
his antagonist had been playing with him, immediately
back of Private Peter.
gave in.
Other notable passages from letters are
Ten years had now elapsed since Slack had van
I am the holy dependent of the late soldier.
quished the renowned Broughton. Slack's fame was
I am forwarding my marriage cert, and my two
established and royalty once more appeared in the
children. One of them is a mistake as you will see.
pugilistic scene.
Dear Sir, —You have made a little boy into a little
Broughton's old patron, the Duke of Cumberland,
girl. Does it make any difference ?
stepped forward and backed Slack for £100 against
I want the congratulation money for the death of
Bill Stevens the Nailor whom the Duke of York took
my husband.
under his patronage. The battle was fought in the
Sir,—I have received your letter with regrets for
Haymarket, London, on the 17th June, 1760. Slack
which I thank you.
had the advantage in the first part of the fight ; but
Finally there is the letter of a wife who explained:
the Nailor with an arm like iron, received the ponderous
" While in the Solent my husband found a torpedo,
blows of his antagonist on his left, while with his right
and after that was never the same again."

J

A Little Hero.
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Things of Interest.
Working Pay—N aw RuI as.

EW Articles amending the Pay Warrant provide
that working pay for officers superintending
working parties will be issued only to officers of infantry
serving regiment ally with units of those arms. When
a party is employed for less than a full working day of
eight hours, the officer will receive working pay as
follows : for less than two hours, nil; from two to
four hours, a quarter of a day's working pay ; from
four to six hours, half a day's working pay ; from six
to eight hours, threequarters of a day's working pay.
Slightly higher rates will prevail for working parties
on the West Coast of Africa, where the working day is
reckoned at six hours.
Working pay is admissible for soldiers employed in
working parties upon work which is not part of the duties
of their arm or branch of the service, except where other
wise provided. Ordinary working pay will not be given
to soldiers doing the work of their own arm ; to troops
engaged in a theatre of operations on active service ;
to soldiers employed on fatigue duty, as defined in
King's Regulations ; to soldiers employed individually
as tradesmen ; to soldiers in receipt of engineer pay.
With these exceptions working pay will be issued in
addition to any other pay to which the soldier may be
entitled ; and its issue is conditional on the work being
performed with due diligence.
Ordinary Rates will be : first
rate (to men on
superior labourers' work) l|d. hourly; 1/ daily;
second rate (to men on ordinary labourers' work) ^d.
hourly ; 6d. daily. Special rates are provided when
working parties are necessarily employed in water, or
on works of emergency.
Royal Military School of Music.

On and after 1st September, 1924, all bandsmen,
and boys for training as bandsmen, must be in possession
of a 2nd Class Certificate of Education before admission
to a pupils' course at the Royal Military School of
Music, Kneller Hall.
Assistant Adjutants.

An Army Order published yesterday, announces
the decision to abolish the appointment of assistant
adjutant at depots of infantry of the line with effect
from 31st March, 1924.
Retired Pay.

For the purpose of assessing the rank element
of retired pay an amendment to the Pay Warrant lays
down the following additional classification to Article
604 To be classified as Colonel : Deputy Director
(other than the Deputy DirectorGeneral, Army Medical
Services, War Office), Deputy Military Secretary,
War Office ; officers holding appointments for which
pay at £2 15s. Od. and under £4 10s. Od. a day is
provided in the Pay Warrant; appointments graded
Class Y. To be classified as Major : appointments for
which pay at £1 16s. and under £2 7s. 6d. a day
is provided in the Warrant : Brigade Majors.
In the event of an officer with rank higher than
lieutenantcolonel being employed with the regimental
pay of a lieutenantcolonel, he shall, while so employed,
earn the rank element of a lieutenantcolonel only.
Staff College.

It is officially stated that the maxim age limits
for forthcoming examinations for the Staff Colleges at
Camberley and Quetta will be as follows
in 1924
and 1925, 35 years, in 1926, 34 years, and in 1927 and
subsequent years, 33 years. No officer will be permitted
to attend the Examination in any one year whose age
on the 1st March in that year exceeds these limits.

Territorial Army Recruiting.

The latest official returns of recruiting for the
Territorial Army, published on October 17th show that
during September, 1,132 men were finally approved
for service and that the number enlisted during the
twelve months of the present recruiting year was
34,662. All were recruited for the period of four years.
The total Territorial strength is now 140,626.
Anti-Gas Training.

It is officially stated that courses of instruction
in antigas training will be held in October, November
and December of this year and in January, February
and March of next year, at the War Department
Experimental Station, Porton, Wiltshire. The object
of these courses is to train officers from each regiment
of Cavalry, Brigade of Artillery, Divisional Engineers,
Battalion of Infantry and Tank Battalion of the Regular
Army to a standard which will enable them to act as
instructors to their units in gas defence. It is antici
pated that 100 officers will be taken annually, so as to
allow of one officer from each of the above units at home
and one officer from each station abroad being trained
during the year. The courses will comprise instructors'
courses for training platoon and company officers as
Unit instructors ; and courses for staff and regimental
officers of all arms above the rank of Captain, to keep
such officers in touch with recent developments in anti
gas training.
Army Entrance Exr minstions.
The lower age limit for admission to the Royal
Military College, Sandhurst, and to the Royal Military
Academy, Woolwich, has been raised from 17| years to
18 years with effect from the Army Entrance Examin
ation to be held in June, 1925.

Gill Memorial Scholarship and
Exhibitions.

Tl 1HE Secretary of the War Office announces that
JL a limited number of boys may be nominated by
the Army Council for admission to a competitive
examination for one Gill Memorial Scholarship and
a limited number of Gill Memorial Exhibitions, which
will be held at Brighton College on the 3rd and 4th
June, 1924.
The annual value of a Gill Memorial Scholarship
is £50, and that of a Gill Memorial Exhibition is £45.
They are tenable for three years (the period may be
extendedto four years on the recommendation of the
Headmaster). The total dues payable for a Gill
Memorial Scholar amount to £105 a year.
To be eligible for nomination by the Army Council
a candidate must be :—
(а) Under fourteen and a half years of age on the
1st June. 1924, and
(б) The son of an officer of the Regular Army
(serving or retired), or in default of qualified
candidates being available, the son of an
officer of the Special Reserve or Territorial
Force.
The successful candidates for the Scholarship or
Exhibitions will enter Brighton College at the termina
tion of the summer vacation.
Applications for nomination by the Army Council
should reach the Secretary, The War Office, London,
S.W. 1., not later than the 1st April, 1924 (accompanied
by birth certificates and certificates of conduct covering
the last two years).
Full particulars regarding the examination, and
copies of former papers set, can be obtained on applica
tion to the Headmaster, Brighton College.

THE DRAGON

The Zulu War and Queen Victoria.

419

BY NO. 315 PTF. W. ALLISON.
T ENLISTED in the Buffs in 1875, and would ask
living mass of people, right from the Railway Station
to the Town Hall. We twenty odd from the Hospital
you to give my kind regards to any of the old boys
were the centre of attraction. They put five or six
that "took part in the Zulu War, especially at Ekowe,
cripples in an open carriage and formed the rest of us
where we held out 72 days. I often wonder how many
up behind. Then every bell in Portsmouth began to
of us are alive now. Not many I'm afraid. Most
ring ; all the guns on land and in the harbour spoke ;
of the boys that were at Ekowe would remember me,
people hoorayed and made such a noise. There was
for all through I was batman or servant to Lieutenant
two or three thousand soldiers and sailors all nicely
C. H. Gordon, the best officer in the Regiment; while
dressed; order was given " quick march," massed
the guns were going Colonel Pearson told him to take
ban s played " See the Conquering Hero comes." Police
charge of the Company.
could not keep some of the ladies out of our Ranks.
After we found out about Rorkes Drift and Isandula,
I often think I should like to know if there was any
my Company tried to get a convoy of food up : we
other
3rd Buff there.
got some up, some we had to leave on the road. There
The last time I ever handled a gun in the Army
were only about a hundred of us, so we had to do the
I was one of a guard of honour to the body of The Prince
bunk ; Zulus were after us. In the rush, my officer,
Imperial, it was on a gun carriage covered with the
Mr. Gordon, lost, as he thought, his overcoat. At
Union Jack going into Durban.
night, he came to me and asked me if I could do any
I joined the Buffs in 1875.
thing for him. I thought to myself on this job " one
I had about three months at Canterbury.
man one coat." We had only just started business
From there I went to Mullingar, West Meath, Ire
and at the end of the job, there was a pile of coats
land.
wanting men, so, when it was dark, I took my own off
From there to Mauritius, South East Coast, Africa.
and put it on him ; I did it about three nights. When
From there to Zululand.
his own turned up he found out somehow, what I had
been doing and he seemed as if he could never repay me.
The following interesting letter accompanied the
ONF GOOD TURN DFSFRVFS ANOTHFR.
above contribution :—
After we were relieved from Ekowe what was left of
Please accept 10/ for Buffs Benevolent Fund from
us were like living skeletons ; we were all a bit wonkey.
an 1875 Buff, the finest Regiment in the service. If
Lieut. Gordon, that I was looking after, was chums
I had my time over again I should enlist in the Buffs.
with the doctor we had with us, and used his influence
When duty calls they are the boys to come to the front.
and got me put on board ship with one of the first drafts
I know there used to be a lot of grumbling, but a good
home of sick and wounded. I never bid goodbye to
soldier always grouses ; discipline must be maintained
anyone ; no doubt many of my Regiment thought I had
to make good soldiers. When we were in action my
gone West; instead I found my way into Netley Hos
officer moved the companies about as calmly as if we
pital. I only joined the Army for six years, I had done
were on parade. Colonel Pearson's horse went down ;
nearly five and my Regiment was now in Africa, as I only
he was on another before you could look round. I
had about another 12 months to complete my service,
noticed
although he made us take cover as much as he
I expect the Authorities thought it cheapest to discharge
could he kept well in the front on horseback : he
me with 8d. a day for twelve months.
seemed to have a charmed life ; he took in every detail
QUFFN VICTORIA.
and gave orders as cooly as if he was on the Barrack
While I was at Netley Hospital, Queen Victoria
parade ground.
paid us a visit. There were about sixteen of us of
I see several names in The Dragon I remember,
different Regiments in Hospital dress, I the only Buff,
Hopkins, Hayes, Meeham, H. C. Somerset and Capt.
and we represented every engagement that had been
Gilson, lie was like a father to me : he wanted to put
fought. Queen Victoria came right amongst us, and
me with what was then called " the Pioneers," he was
said she was proud to be amongst us and that we had
the first Captain that I was under. I volunteered for
upheld the glory and honour of England as our fore
Foreign Service and was accepted and had to change
fathers had ever done and hoped that we should soon all
Companies. Only three Companies went to Mauritius.
be quite well again.
I was fortunate to get under good officers again. Lieut.
A WONDFRFUL RFCFPTION.
Gordon, I think, every man loved. I do know they
The order came to Netley Hospital that as many men
would have followed him anywhere if he is alive now.
as possible that had been under fire could go to Ports
He must be over eighty. He shared his last bit of
mouth to have a good feed, only they were to go in
Tobacco with me and I have known him to go and cadge
the clothes that they wore on the battlefield. Mine
among the officers and get a piece as big as a penny
were not over nice after being up at Ekowe, but I was
to cut it fair in half and make me take which piece
told they were alright as they had been baked in the
I liked before he would touch it, and many little
oven. They got about twenty of us from different
kindnesses he has done me, which I have never forgotten,
regiments, I, the only Buff that I knew of. They put
so how can I forget the Buffs.
us in the train at Southampton and when we got to
I still have to earn my living. I am Verger or
Portsmouth, and saw a lot of flags about, we wondered
parish clerk, have been a widower five years now, and
what was up. They kept us on the platform a long while
have a little daughter 12 years old ; she and I live
and there seemed to be such a lot of people coming in to
alone together."
*
look at us. We did look beauties ; one or two had got
holes through their hats, some on crutches, a few with
dark stains on the Red J ackets. I had been in Africa
Thanks very much.
since 1876, now it was about October, '79 ; I think I
The following have very kindly renewed their
looked more like a black man than a white. I thought
subscriptions to The Dragon at the higher rate of
we were only going to a tea meeting. When the heads
15/ per annum :—
of the firm had done admiring, we had the order to
Captain A. E. LoydHardcastle.
" form two deep, quick march " through the station.
Captain F. A. Liddle.
The sight outside I can never forget; even
Captain W. R. Birrell.
housetops were packed with people; it was one
Captain H. J ackson.
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HORTON Bros., The Borough,
Glass, Cutlery and

i

CANTERBURY.

1

Kitchen Utensils
I

at

lowest

B

Prices.

|j ^

a

Messes
specially

i_31i\

i

catered
\

for.

Head Quarters
for
WALTHAM
WATCHES

Telephone No. 9.

F. HATTON & SON
English anb
= Colonial
- BUTCHERS -

Sports Prizes
Jewellery

Wrist Watches from .. 20/
Walthams from .. £3 7 6
Silver Cups from 17/6 to £20

SHIPPING SUPPLIED
The Oldest Established Buteher in Portland

OA1 1 A on Wateh & Clock Maker
WmB PULLAKIi
Goid & Silversmith

44 FORTUNES WELL, PORTLAND

53 St. George's Street, CANTERBURY

sT

miHSTMl'S FLORAL HURSFBy^
F. R. ARNOLD, Sole Proprietor.

89 ST. DUNSTAN'S STREET
—

CANTERBURY.

—

Nurseryman, Florist, & Fruiterer,
Plants.
T rees.
Shrubs.

Bouquets.
Wreaths.
Crosses.

English &
Foreign
Fruits.

Telephohe No. 99.

S. HOLDEN

Manufacturer of
MINERAL WATERS
Longport Works, Canterbury
As Supplied to the Principal Messes,
—
Clubs & Hotels in the City
—

C. E. MARSH
Fishmonger, Poulterer and
Ice Merchant
20 St. Dunstan's Street, Canterbury
LICENSED DEALER

IN GAME

Caterer to Officers' Mess, Depot The Buffs
TELEPHONE 202.

How YOU Can

Help.

We would appeal to all readers to back,
whenever and wherever they can, the firms
which are backing The Dragon with their
advertisements. These houses are all of high
reputation and they display sound commodities
which are at all times in greater or less request.
And please mention " The Dragon" when
giving your order.
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The Tale of a Tame Bear.
BY NO. 124 EXSERGT. E). REYNOLDS, Late
1st Battalion The " Buffs."
(Unlike the writer of the yarn of hunting the untamed
Winka, the truth of the following can be vouched for by
my old ColourSergeant Nicholas, Late G. Co., 1st Buffs).
Y Battalion, the 1st Buffs, were stationed in Ram
khet, N.W. Provinces close on forty years ago,
when, one bright morning, two young soldiers, the
Brothers Raines of G Company sallied forth from their
bungalow intent on a day's shooting. Armed with the
regulation guns, carrying a charge that would stop
an Elephant, our two bold Kentish lads feared no foe
as they disappeared in the J ungle ; and that night,
two weary huntsmen might have been seem climbing
the Kuds on their way home.
The troops were treated to a fine sight next morning
for hanging from the Veranda stretched the skin of
a fine black Bear. Of course we all wanted to know
who the skin belonged to, and proudly the two brothers
told the crowd how they saw the Bear feeding in the
J ungle ; how they tracked it and stalked it for miles,
until getting into a favourable position, they fired, and
had the satisfaction of seeing it roll over dead.
That same afternoon the Adjutant of the Rest Camp
at Chanbnttia (Captain Wynyard) rode up to our
bungalow and asked one of the men to bring the owner
of the skin before him ; Pte. Raines stepped out of
his room, marched smartly up to the Captain, saluted,
and stood to attention. The Captain asked him where
he shot the bear. Raines replied
" Down the Kud, Sir.
The Captain, looking sternly at Raines, said :
"You damned Scoundrel, you shot my tame Bear ;
What have you done with the brass collar with my
name upon it ?"
Raines replied : "It had no collar on when I shot
it, Sir."
Poor Raines, what a life they led for long after.
Have you still got the skin Raines ? !

M

Imagination.

I

THINK it was Mr. Chesterton who wrote " Instead
of saying that the English had no imagination
it is truer to say that they have nothing else.'' Of course
Mr. Chesterton is striving after an epigram, and, in so<
striving, comes dangerously near to the truth.
Full of vivacity, superficial cleverness and wit, the
Frenchman, with a shrug of his shoulders, implies far
more than he actually says. This demands an answer
ing flash of imagination on the part of his audience.
There is little stability in such a method, it is not
constructive, except in so far as it may sow the seed,
which germinating in the mind of the hearer, bears
fruit. There is something essentially feminine in such
a faculty ; a jumping to conclusions ; a dislike of the
painstaking examination of each step of the mental
process, the building up, piece by piece, of the vision.
Tested by the standard of use, the creation of such an
imagination often proves a Castle of Dreams, unable to
withstand the storm and stress of circumstance.
It is here that the Englishman proves himself so
truly imaginative, his vision is not merely a thing of
beauty to be toyed with and admired, but a possibility
to he examined in the light of commonsense. In rela
tion to the facts of everyday life, he accepts this,
scraps that, reconstructs and readjusts, until his
vision becomes a workable theory, ready to be put
into practise. Even then he is not ready to stand on
one side and admire, to draw attention to his creation

and expect the world to acclaim him as the Prophet
of his age. He must be up and doing, testing his theory,
pushing his practise.
That is the true use of imagination—to foresee, to
consolidate, by practise to prove the truth and worth
of the vision.
The French Revolution, as it was conceived, was
a very different affair to what it eventually turned
out to be. Such men as Jean Jacques Rousseau,
D'Alembert, Diderot, visualized it as something noble,
essentially grand, it became a sordid tragedy ! They
saw the need for reform, but were not great enough to
work out the lines of their reformation. Having set
the wheels in motion they could not control the machine.
They had imagination without the power to consolidate.
As it was with the French, so it proved with the
Russians, a movement started by dreamers, made
possible by fools, carried on by unscrupulous selfseekers,
in Russia today, the chaos of Revolution is working
out its inevitable end.
We, in England, are faced with the same problems
which gave rise to these Revolutions, thank God !
the imaginative faculty of our people, helped out by
a knowledge of the past and an unswerving loyalty,
has taught them the folly of such a course, Reform
must come, not from chaos, but from order—if we
are to reform our laws we must do so legally. Our
workingman, despite his grumbling, believes whole
heartedly in King and Constitution, and on this belief
must be founded whatever constructive policy the
imagination of our Statesmen may devise.
ERIC C. FRENCH.

Your Wonderful Charms.

Y

OUR charms are many and varied,
Each occasion may choose
Those that are deemed the most fitting
And of suitable hues.
But, O, your wonderful talking
For dispelling the blues !
The chap that sold us our sidecar,
EAound us credulous chumps,
And joy's not quite what we thought it
Going over the bumps.
But O, your wonderful laughter
When I'm down in the dumps !
A match, you know, Nance, is trying,
And it means quite a lot
To hear your cheery " Well played, dear,"
When I'm doing things hot,
But O, your wonderful silence
When I foozle my shot !

H.

Old Rugbeians.

Here is a list of Rugby boys who served in the
Buffs during the War. I know of one old Rugbeian
at least, Captain P. S. Harland, who wras in the regi
ment before that and it would be interesting to know
of others ^
Colonel Viscount Goschen ; Captains H. M. Bloom
field, A. L. vSilverwood Cope, R. W. Homan*, F. M.
Stoop, G. M. Tait, N. G. Vertue ; Lieutenants G. T.
Baker*, A. G. Brock, C. H. M. Brooke, P. H. Greig,
A. I. Hett, H. B. Vertue ; 2nd Lieuts. C. H. S. Ruston*
and T. W. Underhill* ; Sergeant G. E. Scott and
LanceCorporal O. C. Brown.
My list is compiled from the Rugby School War
Register and the names of the dead are marked with an
asterisk.
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Regimental Gazette.
We are glad to be able to publish the Gazette of 23rd October.
To be Hon. Colonel, 4th Battalion The Buffs : Colonel The Right
Hon. The Visceuat Goscher, C.B.E, V.D. Colonel Goschen has bem
closely connected to The Buffs for very miny years and particularly
has he been associated with the 5th Battalion.
We extend to him a most hearty welcome on his return to lively
participation in our welfare, our interests and our future.

Officars.

Iyieut. T. H. Spear, 1st Battalion The Buffs, joined the Depot for
duty on the 19th October.
Capt. and Bt. Major R. Nasmith, D.S.O., M.C., is seed, whilst Adjt.
Tank Corps Hdqrs. Central Schs. (Sept. 7).
Capt. and Bt. Maj. A. G. Kenchington, M.C., from The Buffs, to be
Capt. (Oct. 13), with seny. Jan. 11, 1917, and to remain seed. He
his qualified to be interpreter in German Second Class.
STAFF CAPT.—Lt. B. E. Davies, M.C., The Buffs, relinquishes his
temp. appt. (August 29.)
Gazette of 17th October :
4th Bn. The Buffs.—A. J. Turner to be Lieut, from K.R.R.C.,
dated 20th July, 23.

Tha Dapot.

RECRUITS .

Pte. A. E. Knight (late 6194992 7th M'x. Rgt. T.), 6077996 Pte.
A. F. King/6280299 Pte. A. A. Attwood,

STRENGTH INCREASE.

1401350 Bd.Mr. F. Leach (1st Battalion), joined Depot from
Kneller Hall, 111023, and taken on the strength.
The undermentioned disembarked at Southampton, 51023
(for purchase) ex. S.S. China, and is brought on the Depot strength :
6279205 Pte. J. Lemar.

CONTINUANCE IN THE SERVICE.

6278071 R.Q.M.S. G. F. Ings, permitted to continue serving beyond
21 years. (Auth. W.O. letter 27/Inf/7624, A.G. 8, a, d/13.10.23).
Appointed unpaid LanceCorporals with effect from 19923:
781361 3 Pte. W. E. Moss, 1664671 Pte. W. Payne.
5239286 Pte. A. Smith, transferred to 8th Battalion Worcester
shire Regt. and is struck off the strength with effect from 27/9/23.
628012 C.Q.M.S. W. Nash, reengaged for a further period of One
Year as from 7/9/23.

ATTACHMENTS.

The undernamed of 1st Battalion arrived from overseas at South
ampton, 51023, proceeding same day direct to Shorncliffe to attend
a Course at the School of Edacition at that station, a id are attached
to the Depot with effect from 610 23, incl.: 6278747 Cpl. H. Crump,
6278490 Cpl. W. Hardaway.

EDUCATIONAL AWARDS.

The following were awarded Third Class Certificates of Education
at an examination held on 209 23 :—
6282159 Pte. T. Andrews, 6282194 Pte. W. Birch, 6282158 Pte. H.
Charsley, 6337474 Pte. M. Grant, 6282174 Pte. C. Hickman, 6282183
Pte. T. Jenkins, 6232173 Pte. G. Kimber, 6282143 Pte. A. Nichols,
6282136 Pte. S. South, 6282050 Pte. H. Stevens, 6282150 Pte. W.
Bailey, 6282175 Pte. R. Brackpool, 6282153 Pte. F. Drake, 6282160
Pte. C. Garrard, 6282140 Pte. F. Johnson, 6282163 Pte. J. Kill, 6282183
Pte. T. Leach, 748036 Pte. Mod well, 6282156 Pte. A. Salsbury
6282096 Pte. H. G. O'Conor, changed his name by Deed Poll at
Canterbury o n 21923 t o t h a t of Henry George PEEVER.

A/Cpl. Vale, 28322; 6280234 A/Cpl. Elliott, 22422; 6278100
A/Cpl. Beverlev, 22 423; 6279583 A/Cpl. Willing, 22422 ;
6280013 A/Cpl. Woollard, 20922 ; 6279183 A/Cpl. Thomas, 2223.
6278603 Pte. W. Cook, appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal, 20923.
6280363 L/C. G.Wellard, reverted to Private at own request, 21923.

HIGHER RATE OF PAY.

Granted extra 9d. per diem on completion of two years' Colour
Service :—6281125 Pte. Price; 6281232 Pte. Barker; 6281236 Pte.
Bowman; 6280189 L/C. West; 6281237 Pte. Peck; 6278708 Pte.
Boot; 6278624 Pte. Winfield ; 723484 Pte. Amos; 731753 Pte.
Newell; 6281231 Pte. Hills; 6281289 Pte. Barrell ; 6281337 Pte.
Scott; 6281336 Pte. Beauchamp ; 6281361 Pte. Lewis ; 6280559
Pte. Fox; 6281372 Pte. Breadley ; 6281374 Pte. Bone; 7337079
L/C. Turner.

EXTRA DUTY PAY.

6279466 L/Sgt. Sharps, 6278531 Cpl. Vale, granted additional pay
at 2d. per diem as Assistant Signalling Instructors.

CERTIFICATES OF EDUCATION.

Awarded 3rd Class Certificates, 22323 :—
6278782 L/C. Fielder; 6281376 Pte. J. Holland; 6278791 Pte.
Lockyer ; 6280898 Pte. Humbles; 6278970 Pte. Pennell ; 6280255
L/C. Hadlow; 738612 Pte. Bourne; 1665400 Pte. Hill; 6278746
Pte. Davis ; 6281361 Pte. Lewis ; 6279300 Pte. Cribben.
Awarded 2nd Class Certificates, 22323 :—
6281544 Pte. Deverson ; 6281621 Pte. Caless ; 6281629 Pte.
Martin ; 6281634 Pte. Sovico; 6279243 Pte. Spice ; 6279667 Pte.
Whitsed; 6278826 L/C. Green; 6281402 Pte. Isted ; 6281457
Pte. Broadbridge ; 6281554 Pte. Patterson ; 6281398 Pte. Richards ;
6281377 Pte. Sandwell ; 6280009 Pte. Pepper ; 6278736 Pte. Taylor ;
6279345 Pte. Stewart; 6278762 L/C. Cooper; 6281624 L/C Coe. ;
6281335 Pte. Follett.

MARRIED QUARTERS ROLL.

6188524 C.Q.M.S. T. Pratt, wife brought on Married Quarters Roll,
18823.

BOYS—AGE.

6280318 Boy Roberts, attained the age of 18 years, 7923.
6281093 Boy Sweet, attained the age of 18 years, 24^923.

PROFICIENCY PAY.

6278762 L/C. Cooper, granted Proficiency Pay from 1723 to
311223. 1st Grant.

ARRIVAL OF FAMILIES.

The families of the following disembarked at Gibraltar, 17923:
R.S.M. Martin ; R.Q.M.S. Evans ; C.S.M. Terry ; C.S.M. Mould;
A/C.S.M. Ransley ; C.Q.M.S. Burt: C.Q.M.S. Hills ; C.Q.M.S. Pratt;
A/C.Q.M.S. Lane; A/C.Q.M.S. Williams; Sgt. (O.R.S.) Hall ; Sgt.
Adams ; Sgt. Cross; Sgt. Brooker; Sgt. Curtis ; L/Sgt. Foote;
Sgt. Drm. "Norwood ; L/Sgt. Truby ; Sgt. Parker ; Sgt. Summers;
L/Sgt. Cox ; Sgt. Morgan ; Sgt. Burville ; Sgt. Goss ; Sgt. Pownceby;
Sgt. Hodgkinson ; Sgt. Watson; Sgt. Dixon: Cpl. G. McLean;
Cpl. Dennis ; Cpl. Bennett; Cpl. Baker ; Cpl. Holness ; L/C. Pen
nell; L/C. Russell; L/C. Clover; Pte. Wellard; Pte. Jenkins;
Pte. Read; Pte. Wanetall ; Pte. Brice: Pte. Rosser; Arm/S/Sgt.
Blake.

Ths 2nd Battalion.

EXTENSION.

6279514 A/Cpl. J. Wass, extended the term of his present reenlist
ment to a total period of twelve years, the extended period being for
service with the colours.

APPOINTMENTS.

DISCHARGES

6313781 Pte. A. V. Gaodsell, appointed unpaid L/Cpl., 16/8/23.
6279196 Pte. G. Wilkins, 6337730 Pte. A. McNutty, 6281948 Pte.
R. Woods, appointed unpaid L/Cpls., 15/8/23.

Ths 1st Battalion.

6281543 Pte. W. Bell, joined Battalion from Depot, 14/8/23.
6282170 Boy T. Hawkins, 6282193 Boy H. King, joined Battalion
from Depot, 13/9/23 posted to H.Q. Coy.
6282169 Boy J. Smith, joined Battalion from Canterbury, 29/8/23,
posted to H.Q. Coy.

6282083 Pte. C. W. Ratcliff, 6282168 Pte. T. A. Woodlands,
6279651 Pte. H. Hawkins, 6282051 Pte. E Mook, 6282150 Pte. W.
Castle, 6282163 Pte. J. Pike, 6282175 Pte. R. Brackpool, 6280309
Pte. S. H. Croucher, 6282096 Pte. H. G. Peever, 6280447 Cpl. W. T.
Leaver, 6337657 Pte. S. Fellowes, 6288090 B.M. G. W. Elvin.

INCREASE.

Joined Battalion at Kilia, 1823 :—C.S.M. C. Terry, Sgt. J. Morgan,
Sgt. C. Crowne.
Transferred from R.A.M.C., 12823 :—Pte. A. Baldwin.
Transferred from 1st Bn. Duke of W'ton's Regt., 17923 :—Pte.
J. Reid, Pte. F. Kniglitley.
Rejoined from Malta, 3923 :—L/C. Hoskins, Pte. Fittalh

DECREASE.

To Malta, 12823 :—Pte. S. Thompson, Pte. P. Stone, Pte. J.
Raitt.
To Malta, 29823 :—L/C. Marshall, Pte. Longhurst, Pte. C. Olley,
Pte. F. Gausby, Pte. J. Baker, Pte. W. Little.
To Malta :—6923 :—Pte. G. Goodman.
Transferred to Royal Corps of Signals :—Pte. R. Georges.
To U.K. for Discharge :—Bandmaster Elvin, Pte. R. Jenner, Pte.
W. Hogben.

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.

6188832 A/C.S.M.I.M. Farrow, promoted W.O. CI. II. and appointed
C.S.M.I.M., 16323.
6280267 C.Q.M.S. Ransley, appointed Acting C.S.M. (Paid), 188 23.
Promoted ColourSergeants and appointed C.Q.M.S. :—
6279941 A/C.Q.M.S. T. Burt, 22422; 6278097 A/C.Q.M.S. E.
Hills, 131022 ; 6188524 A/C.Q.M.S. T. Pratt, 16323.
6278107 Sgt. P. Lane, appointed A/Paid C.Q.M.S., 14823.
6191498 Sgt. L Williams, appointed A/Paid C.Q.M.S., 18823.
6188470 Sgt. C. Parker, appointed Acting Sergt. Mas. Cook, 14823.
Promoted Corporals :—6278285 A/Cpl. Edwards, 1520 ; 6278531

INCREASE.

DISCHARGES (13).

6279872 L/Cpl. J. Pilcher, 6279740 Pte. F. Amos, 6279729 Pte. C.
Bird, 6279879 Pte. H. Brown, 6279943 Pte. C. Cooper, 6279737 Pte. T.
Everett, 6279726 Pte. C. Fuller, 6279734 Pte. A. Huntley, 6279875 Pte.
F. Harvey, 6280138 Pte. A. Palmer, 6279735 Pte. A. Potter, 6278061
Pte. T. Smith, 6279736 Pte. W. Wiltshire.

The 4th Battalion.

DISCHARGES.

.6280490 Sergt. W. J. Farrier, struck off the strength on Ter. of
Engagement w/e from 31023.
6281356 Dmr. G. Pascall, Ditto, w/e from 7923.
6280843 Pte. F. W. Harrod, Ditto w/e from 1710 23.

STRENGTHENLISTMENTS.

The undermentioned man having joined is taken on the strength
and posted to " D " Coy. (Dover), 22823 :—6282201 Pte. H. Penn.

REENGAGEMENTS.

6281504 Sgt. J. Burton, reengaged for a further period of four years
as from 212 24.
6280525 Cpl. J. A. Taylor, Ditto for four years as from 11023.

PROMOTIONS.

6281504 Sgt. J. Burton, promoted C/Sgt. (C.Q.M.S.) Headquarters
to complete Estab. w/e from 31823. (Prov. Peace Estab. No. 181
dated 31823.)
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Personalia.

H

ULLO ! every
body ! Kent
calling. A Merry
Christmas to all Buffs
past and present. May
the past have presents
and the present good
repasts. A happy New
Year to you all, a
better year, and may
1924 which will see
the inauguration of the
scheme as developed
by the Regimental
Committee bring better
times to all old Com
rades who are struggl
ing with difficulties
through no fault of
their own. May it bring
employment for all
who can work, comfort
and security for those
who, through age and
infirmity, are unable
to work, and better
health to all. May it bring such success to the scheme
that in our duty, our work, our charitable, social
and sporting activities the ancient spirit of The Buffs
which spells success, may find its full expression.
VETERI FRONDESCIT HONORE.
We hear that we may look forward to a pantomime
again this season and that rehearsals are already being
held. A talented caste has, we understand, been
secured and the dancing, singing and acting will be of
a high order.
The memory of last year's pantomime is fresh in
our memories and for this year, talent of a high order
has been found not only for the caste, but for the book
also, so that we have something very good in prospect.
Major Hardy, Tieutenants Wale, Willows and Fox
are holding themselves in readiness to sail for Gibraltar
at the end of January.
We congratulate the Depot on the boxing excellence
of their recent recruit competition: the full results
will be published next month.
The Regiment is indebted to the following for the
undermentioned prizes presented by them for the
Regimental Golf Meeting :—
General Rt. Hon. Sir A. Paget, Challenge Cup with

Write: Editor,
Depot, The Buffs,
Canterbury.

Price Sixpence.

replica and cup for the first best 18 holes ; Colonel H.
Findlay, Cup for the best bogey return ; Major Guy
Tee, Dessert spoon for the best scratch return ; Major
F. W. Tomlinson and Major A. H. TyldenPattenson,
the former for the five prints of Prince George of Den
mark, and the latter for the three prints of J ohn, Duke
of Argyle, which were presented to the winners of the
past team; Major G. A. Porter, for the two silver
cigarette cases given to the winners of the foursomes
competitions ; and Captain H. H. C. Baird, for one
dozen golf balls for the winner of the best last nine
holes of the meeting. Major G. A. Porter also gave a
prize for the best second 18 holes.
As a result of our appeal, addresses of old Buffs
still keep coming in, but as Mr. Rudyard Kipling once
told us, that when yon want anything you must ask
for it over and over again, we again express the hope
that many more will reach us. The Secretary of the
Past and Present Association tells us he still has some
hundreds of forms awaiting distribution.
Captain W. R. Birrell writes :— " I am sure many
of our readers will be pleased to know that S.M. and
Mrs. Davis are well. I had the pleasure of meeting
them at Maidstone last week. Davis would be re
membered as Band Sergeant in the 2nd, after, as Re
cruiting Sergeant at Chatham. Mrs. Davis is well
known in the Regiment as a daughter of the original
Tubby Smith and brother of Sergeant Tom Smith, who
was the Bugler in the period of 1751 Buffs at the Tourna
ment in Tondon, 1895.
Davis is employed with the M.O. Pensions at
Maidstone.
Congratulations to the 2nd Battalion and Mr. Hewitt
on the revival of their string orchestra.
We also congratulate the 2nd Battalion on their
10 goal victory in the first round of the Army Hockey
Cup.
In consequence of the Christmas Holidays, we
would particularly ask our correspondents to send in
their copy for the J anuary Dragon as early as possible,
vide, page 442.
As we go to press, a copy of the Depot Christmas
card with a three colour illustration of "A Private of
the Buffs, 1792 " reaches us. The reproduction is
extremely good and the card exceptionally well designed.
We prophesy a rush on these and advise early appli
cation vide page 438.
We very much regret that the paragraph,
on the first page of our last number, referring to the
4th Battalion band, should have appeared as submitted
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to us. Our correspondent had been wrongly informed
that the Depot band was to be broken up. This, of
course, is not the case.
Naturally the last thing we should wish would be
for one of the bands to secure engagements at the
expense of the other.
On the next page will be found a full account of the
March to the Cenotaph and the annual dinner of the
Past and Present Association together with a list of
those present. All were pleased to see Colonel W. E. R.
Kelly at the march and when we remember that he
has entered his eightieth year we must admit that it
was a good example on his part.
For the success of the day's proceedings we all have
to thank Colonel Findlay who engaged the rooms,
selected the menu and was indefatigable in making
the numerous preliminary arrangements; Major Tee
who organised the march and arranged for the Depot
Band to attend; to Corporal Collier and the members
of the band who gave us their skilled performance; and
to R.Q.M.S. lugs who not only helped to organise
the march and himself took charge of and placed the
wreath, but took the tickets and payments at the
dinner, collected the names of those present and finally
gave us the excellent accounts of the proceedings which
we publish.
Mr. Elvin writes that he has met SergeantMajor
Wall who is employed at Harrods and doing well;
Sergt. Denny has passed Scotland Yard Exam. and
is Motor Bus Driving. Bandsman Foster is employed
by Hawkes and Son and he also earns a considerable
sum with his instrument. Bandsman Thacker also,
is doing well with his instrument. Bandsman Towe
and Sheppard and Drummer Pope are all in the Police
Force, and Bandsman O'Donnell, Grenadier Guards,
Swan, Coldstream Guards, and Tilly, Irish Guards,
are all in the front line of their bands doing well.
General and Mrs. Plickson have let their flat in
Tondon and gone for a month or two to Torquay.
We understand that Tieut.Colonel H. B. Potter
has been appointed to command a battalion of the
West African Frontier Force.
Captain H. E. Allen is now in command of the
Gambia Company, which, quite recently, was com
manded by Captain Stronge.
We hope that Sergeant Deeks's name will shortly
be added to the list of Buffs in West Africa. The pay
and prospects of noncommissioned officers out there
appear to be excellent.
Major G. A. E. Chapman has spent most of the past
month at King Edward VII. Hospital (Sister Agnes)
where he successfully underwent an operation for
appendicitis.
Colonel and Mrs. Aella Gage have left Cornwall
and gone to live at Sludge Hall, Billesdon, Teieestershire.
We hear that Mr. C. A. Brown, who was for some
time sniping corporal of the 1st Battalion, is living at
Tonbridge.
Major H. A. B. Ternan, who was home for a short
time in October, has been appointed secretary of the
Tugano Golf Club and is living at the Grand Palace
Hotel, Tugano.

Captain and Bt, Tieut.Colonel A. T. Ransome,
D.S.O., M.C., of the Dorsetshire Regiment, who for
so long commanded the 7th Battalion of the Buffs,
has been promoted major (Gazette, 24th October).
A copy of the regimental history, 19141919, lias
been sent by the committee to C. G. Molyneux, Esq.,
School House, Hythe, and also to Colonel J. A. C.
Gibbs, in charge of the Infantry Record Office, Hounslow.
We have been very pleased to receive a letter lately
from Mr. W. J. MacMahon, late C.Q.M.S. 2nd Battalion,
in which he says :—
" I have just had a line from another old Buff
that you would remember in Singapore, Jock Bailey of
the Band at that time, now of 4 New Road, Swanley,
he los£ an arm in the War, taken clean off at the shoulder,
not even a stump of it left. He tells me he is still on
the " Dole " and is taking up the study of antiques
and Old Masters to try and make a bit extra for himself,
wife and child. He lost one little girl, 5 years of age,
some time back.
I enclose an advertisement that he has had inserted
in the papers and should you know of any gentleman
or lady of the Buffs that are interested in that class
of subject, I'm sure you would do your best to recommend
Mr. H. H. Bailey. He is a genuine old Buff who does
not want charity, but every little help he can get in the
way of recommendation would be a Godsend.
We hope this will bring our gallant old comrade
some custom. See page 463.
Mr. G. Eaton, late Mess Sergeant, 1st Battalion
writes :—
" Many old Buffs will be sorry to learn that my
wife, who spent 20 years with our 1st Battalion, has
been lying stricken with paralysis since 12th of Sep
tember last."
All will be sorry to read this sad news of our old
friends.
Tieut. and Q.M. A. W. Andrews, D.C.M., was the
recipient of a gold and diamond tie pin and two sets
of gold cuff links presented on his being promoted
Quarter Master, by the Corporals of the 2nd Battalion,
who served with him during the Battalions sojourn in
India, Iraq, and Aden, in appreciation of his great
personality. We all remember his two well known
qualifications, viz., Tact and Cooperation.
The former rendered valuable assistance in tracing
old Buffs resident in Hythe, and the latter in correcting
and amending casualty lists for the History.
Copies of this volume and of Volume 1 (15721704)
have been sent, by the 2nd Battalion to the Duke of
York's Royal Military School, Dover. A short account
of this school will be found on page 441.
The Depot Cricket week next year will be held in
July. The Past v. Present match, it is hoped, will be
fixed for July 19th, and the Depot has arranged to play
the West Kent past and present side on 21st and 22nd
and the East Kent Ramblers on 23rd and 24th.
Mr. Hammond of St. Alban's, Kent, died on
November 12th. His sou who was in the Regiment
was killed in France in 1915. Officers stationed at the
Depot have always appreciated his hospitality and his
death will be a great loss.
Captain Stronge has had to postpone moving into
his house at the Depot owing to his attending a P.T.
Course at Aldershot.
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BY R.Q.M.S. INGS.
PROCESSION TO CENOTAPH.
Whilst we were assembling at Trafalgar Square a
very old friend of the 2nd Battalion,—Schoolmaster J.
V^TIORTlyY after 2 p.m., on Saturday, 17th.Novem
G. Wilde who w as at Wellington in 19131914—appeared
O ber, Past and Present Buffs began to assemble at
on the scene and met several he knew. We were indeed
Trafalgar Square for the Procession to the Cenotaph.
pleased to see him looking so fit and well.
Gradually the numbers increased and old pals renewed
acquaintances with each other. In the case of Mr.
THE DINNER.
George Smith and Mr. Charley Kimber it was the first
At 6 p.m. members commenced to gather at
time they had met since Mr. Smith left the 1st Battalion,
Harrod's Georgian Restaurant for the Annual Dinner.
at Peshawar 26 years ago. They naturally had a lot
A steady flow of arrivals continued up to about 7.15,
to talk about.
the Depot Band in the meantime having partaken of
By 3 p.m., about 60 had gathered and it was decided
their sumptuous repast in the manner worthy of their
to proceed. R.S.M. Dare quietly formed a front section
capabilities in this respect. No wonder, therefore,
of five and the others followed gradually conforming
they played with real determination whilst the Members
to the formation. 1 imagine the small attendance
took up positions at the splendidly arranged tables.
was largely due to the fact that the all important
The menu was :— Creme Victoria.
Football Match between Woolwich Arsenal and Totten
Supreme of Turbot a la Rus.se.
ham was taking place at Highbury the same afternoon.
Lamb Cutlets Favourite.
However , those who did put in an appearance, proceeded
Pomme Fondante.
along Whitehall and the Civil Police very kindly saw to
Surrey Fowl Grand Mere.
it that we should not be troubled by traffic difficulties.
Salade Caprice.
At the Cenotaph the procession halted and R.Q.M.S.
Apricotine Melba.

Laying the wvec
Ings placed the Association's Taurel Wreath at the foot
of the National Memorial. Several other Wreaths,
including those brought by ladies, were also reverently
placed at the foot of the Cenotaph, and everybody filed
past to pay homage to their comrades who had gallantly
given their lives for their Country.
The following were present at the Cenotaph :—
Col. Kelly ; Major Tee ; Captains Baird, Slattery,
Barton, Smith, Baker; R.S.M.'s Dare, Verlander,
Kesby ; and Messrs. Ings, Gibbs, King (Chelsea Pen
sioner), Selling, Grieve, Burke, Smith, Gunston, H. E.
Manning, Denny, Mills, Gammon, Baker (Chelsea
Pensioner), Kember, Redman, Wittering, Bailey,
Mantling, Tamb, Welch, Tong, Ting, T. White, Chivers.
Beevers, Holding, Atkinson, Charlton, Cattling, Hales,
Wilkin, Austen, Brown, Bamford and W. A. White.
Also Mrs. Verlander, Mrs. Austen, Mrs. Redman and
Mrs. Higgs.
The gathering then dispersed, Mr. Spud Austen
very kindly inviting several old comrades to his resi
dence near St. James' Park to Tea and a chat about
soldiering in India in the 90 s.

'at the Cenotaph.
The management are to be congratulated for the
way in which the dinner was served. General the Rt.
Hon. Sir Arthur Paget presided being supported on his
right and left by Brig.General FinchHatton and
Col. Comdt. McDouall respectively.
The total number present was 140, which included
six Chelsea Pensioners.
The absence of Other Ranks from the 2nd Battalion
was rather noticeable, there being I believe, only 2
present. We therefore hope more may be able to attend
next year. The loyal toast, and also that of the Col.
inChief were duly honoured.
GREAT WAR HONOURS.
General Sir Arthur Paget then asked Brig.Gen.
FinchHatton, Chairman of the Buffs' Battle Honours
Committee to make a statement as to the results of its
deliberations.
Early in the present year an A.C.I, was issued author
sing Colonels of Regiments to convene Regimental
Committees consisting of representatives of each
Battalion serving overseas in order to submit claims
(Continued on next page).
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for ten Battle Honours to be emblazoned on the
Regimental Colours and such other Battle Honours
to be recorded in the Army List.
Only twentyfour Battle Honours were to be em
blazoned on the Regimental Colour and that such old
Honours over and above this number were to be removed
from the Colour and to be recorded in the Army List.
This meant scrapping ten of our old Battle Honours
which had been won by Buffs of oid and which had been
the pride and glory of Buffs for generations past.
The idea was unthinkable. No Committee would
be found to undertake so ruthless an operation.
In consequence of a strong protest made personally
by Sir Arthur Paget this order was subsequently res
cinded and His Majesty was graciously pleased to
sanction the Honours being emblazoned on the King's
Colours.
The Committee consisted of :—
BrigadierGeneral FinchHatton, C.M.G., D.S.O.,
Chairman.
Members :
1st Battalion. Captain A. B. Thomson, M.B.E.
2nd
,,
I/t.Col. Miles Beevor, D.S.O.
4th
,,
Captain J. Keeler.
5th
„
Lt.Col. J. Body, D.S.O.
6th
„
Lt.Col. W. A. Eaton, O.B.E.

The Honours therefore to be emblazoned on the
Colours with this exception are :—
(1) Under Consideration; (2) "Ypres, 1915,
1917 " ; (3) " Loos " ; (4) " Somme, 1916, 1918 " ;
(5) " Arras, 1917 " ; (6) " Amiens " ; (7) " Hinden
burg Line"; (8) "Struma"; (9) "Jerusalem";
(10) " Baghdad."
Amongst these latter the Committee was anxious to
include Suvla as an Honour gained by the 4th Battalion
when forming part of the Kent Composite Battalion—
and claimed it.
This Battalion was raised for service in Gallipoli and
consisted of
A Company, 4th Battalion The Buffs.
B Company, 4th Battalion The Buffs.
C Company,"4th Battalion Royal West Regiment.
D Company, 4th Battalion Royal West Regiment.
An interesting point with regard to its organisation
was—that each half Battalion were absolutely self
contained. They wore their own Regimental Badges—
their interior economy was distinct and they were
administered by their own Records.
It was held however, as Battalion Head Quarters
was found by the Royal West Kent Regiment, that the
Buffs are ineligible for this Honour.
This also has been referred back for favour of re
consideration, and it is hoped that, if evidence can be

March to the Cenotaph.
7th
„
Lt.Col. A. L. Ransome, D.S.O., M.C.
8th
,,
Major Douglas Hamilton.
10th
,,
Lt.Col. G. Ponsonby.
Of the ten Battle Honours to be emblazoned on the
Colours seven were allotted to the Western Front,
one to Salonica, one to Mesopotamia, one to Palestine.
Of these notification has been received that nine
have been approved whilst one—The Aisne, 1914, which
was claimed, has been disallowed in consequence of the
claim failing to comply with the conditions laid down,
that is to say that the 1st Battalion did not arrive until
four days after the ascribed date and further that Vailly
was exclusive of the geographical limits. This has
again been referred back for favour of reconsideration—
but in the event of this Honour being finally disallowed
Ar men tieres will be substituted.
The Committee were specially anxious that this
Honour for the Aisne should be claimed as being a
Battle in which the old Regular Buffs were engaged
intact—in other words—the old Contemptibles.
Certainly none of that glorious Band, which crossed
the River Aisne on the night of 20/21 September, 1914,
thought otherwise—than that they were flung into the
Battle of the Aisn«, which was then raging.

obtained that the only member of Battalion Head Quar
ters not a Buff was the Commanding Officer, Suvla may
yet be a treasured and cherished Honour of the Regiment.
These Honours, though approved by the War Office,
still await the sanction of His Majesty the King.
The undermentioned Battle Honours claimed for
the Regiment and approved by the War Office to be
recorded in the Army List are :—
(1) " France and Flanders, 19141918 " ; (2)
" Armentieres, 1914"; (3) " Gravenstafel " ; (4)
" St. Julien " ; (5) " Frezenberg " ;
(6) " Belle
waarde " ; (7) " Hooge, 1915 " ; (8) " Albert, 1916,
1918"; (9) " Bazentin " ; (10) " Delville Wood";
(11) " Pozieres " ; (12) " Flers Courcelette " ; (13)
" Morval " ; (14) " Thiepval " ; (15) " Transloy " ;
(16) " Ancre Heights"; (17) " Ancre 1916, 1918"
(18) " Scarpe, 1917 " ; (19) " Messines, 1917 " ;
(20) " Pilckem " ;
(21) " Passchendaele " ;
(22)
" Cambrai, 1917, 1918 " ; (23) " St. Quintin " ; (24)
" Bapaume, 1918 " ; (25) " Epehy " ; (26) " St. Quin
tin Canal " ; (27) " Selle " ; (28) " Sambre " ; (29)
" Macedonia, 1916—1918 " ; (30) " Doiran, 1918 " ;
(31) " Palestine, 19174918 " ; (32) " Gaza " ; (33)
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" Tel Asur " ; (34) " Aden, 1915, 1916 " ; (35) " Meso
potamia, 19151918 " ; (36) " Tigris, 1916 " ; (37)
" Kut, 1917."
[In our next issue we hope to republish this list with
the battalion or battalions which were present at each battle.
Ed.]
THE PAST AND PRESENT ASSOCIATION.
The Chairman, in giving the Toast of the evening,
said the Past and Present Association of The Buffs
had been an unqualified success, but it was intended
that in the future its usefulness should be very much
enlarged by including in its scope the Employment
Bureau, The Cottage Homes, The Benevolent Fund
and the Regimental Journal, and systematic steps were
being taken to find work for a large number of old Buffs
who were out of employment.
He also said that the new Regimental Committee
had held many meetings at Canterbury and after arriv
ing at a decision as to the plans to be followed, had
appointed Major Greenway to be the paid Secretary
of the Association.
We all recognised the good results achieved by the
gentlemen who had given their time and energy to
serving on the committee, and Captain Baird who had
during the last three years edited The Dragon, had by
his ability and strong personality, converted the paper
into a sound business undertaking, working at a profit
which provided the salary of the secretary.
The several changes during the past year in the
administration of the Past and Present Association
had not of course, helped to get the best results, but now
that the Association was being run on proper business
lines, we could look forward to a vast improvement
in the future and a corresponding larger attendance
at the next Annual Dinner.
General Paget also said that owing to the forthcoming
general election it did not appear to be the proper
moment to launch the issue of our much advertised
pamphlet, as those who are in a position to help financially
would probably remain inactive until the result of the
General Election became known, when they will be
able to judge their financial positions more clearly.
In the meantime, however, no other efforts would
be overlooked to obtain help from other directions,
and he was glad to be able to announce that within the
last few days he had received a letter from Lord Camden,
Lord Lieutenant of the County of Kent, stating that he
would gladly serve as patron to the Association.
(Applause). This meant that in the future the Asso

433

ciation could look forward to the wholehearted co
operation of the County of Kent towards finding
employment, and alleviating distress amongst old Buffs,
and their widows and orphans. Such cooperation
could only lead to the most beneficial results.
(Applause).
As regards unemployment, he had been informed
of the vast numbers of old Buffs who were out of work
and who, together with their wives and children, were
in distressing circumstances. There were also numerous
widows and children and other dependants of those
who willingly gave their lives for their Country in the
Great War, who must not be forgotten; for these he
made a special appeal to old Buffs who were in a position
to do so, to help find work as far as was in their power.
It was only by pulling together as one large family that
we would prove a real help to our less fortunate com
rades and those dependent on them. (Applause).
At the termination of the Dinner General Paget left
us, being carried shoulder high and everybody joining
in to the strains of " He's a jolly good fellow."
The Depot Band, under the able conductorship
of Cpl. Collier, played a most appropriate and much
appreciated programme during the evening.
THOSE PRESENT.
General Rt. Hon. Sir A. Paget, P.C., G.C.B., K.C.V.O. : Brig.
General E. H. FinchHatton, C.M.G., D.S.O.
Colonels W. H. Trevor, D.S.O., G. V. Dauglish, H. Findlay, C.B.E.,
J. Kennedy, C.M.G., D.S.O., R. McDouall, C.B., C.M.G., C.B.E.
D.S.O., F. Mainwaring Dunstan, T.D., Smith.
Majors G. Lee, D.S.O., M.C., E. C. Norman, A. E. Colley, A B
Thomson, M.B.E., A. C. Griggs, C. D. K. Greenway, G. F. Hamilton,
Captains H. de R. Morgan, D.S.O., R. de Q. Child, T. Cook, W. R.
Birrell, M.C., N. Einwood, W. T. Stone, W. R. Orwin, W. H. Keeler
C. E. A. Terry, H. H. C. Baird, D.S.O., W. T. Johnson, M.C., C. s!
Field, O.B.E., R. B. Sandilands, M.C., J. E. Enright, T. H. Wheler
W. H. Port, A. E. Carter, W. E. Oakley, Baker, E. Smith.
Lieutenants R. W. M. Webster, N. G. Wale, J. R. Willows, C. R. B.
Knight, R. H. Rowe, G. H. Mitchell, J. C. T. Crozier, T. H. Spear
C. J. Port, E. G. Port, S. Rivers, F. G. Crozier, K. C. M. Mallam.
R.S.M.'s P. Dare, G. Verlander, J. Kesby, N. Catchpole.
Messrs. G. Ings, T. Birrell, A. Manning, V. MacMahon, G. Austin
E. Baillie, A. Morgan, W. Clarke, D. Stocken, Miles, H. Smith, J.
Morrison, Miller, W. Clay, J. Johns, W. Innes, H. Bailey, C. Smith,
F. Darnells, D. Standford, C. Spears, W. Carter, W. Gascoyne, H.
Maxted, F. Sellen, D. Shepperd, T. White, E. Lawson, E. Bush, W.
Dumfries, A. Keene, T. Birch, G. Green, G. Kember, C. Holloway,
J. Welsh, F. Uden, W. Frost, T. Hilderbrand, H. Manning, A. E.
Warren, W. Beall, Holloway, Greenstreet, Cole, G. Gammon, Gunston,
Denny, A. Barton, Gilbert, White, Boarer, Burke, Samuelson, Gadd,
Bailer, Turner, Collier, Wood, Adams, Lamming, Douglas, Pike, Wise
Kennedy, Cornwall, Richards, Philpott, Wells, Bulgin, Simpson,
Shelton, and Pensioners R. King, J. Holmes, S. Phillips, G. Howe,
J. Baker and W. Keteon.

Past and Present at the Annual Dinner.
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The Regimental Committee.
r"PHE

Committee have met several times in November
and considerable progress has been made with
the pamphlet, and arrangements are being made for the
distribution of 5,000 copies as soon as they are ready.
V ICEPRESIDENTS.

The following gentlemen have consented to act as
vicepresidents of the association. :—
MajorGenerals.

Sir E. G. T. Bainbridge, K.C.B.
Sir A. LyndenBell, K.C.B., K.C.M.G.,
B. R. Mitford, C.M.G.
Brigadier-Generals.

A. J. W. Allen, C.B.
M. Bayard, D.S.O., (late commanding, 2nd
Battalion).
E. H. FinchHatton, C.M.G., D.S.O., (late command
ing 1st Battalion).
R. A. Hickman, C.B., (late commanding 1st Batt.).
H. de la M. Hill, C.B., C.M.G., (late commanding,
1st Battalion).
Colonel-Commandants.

R. McDouall, C.B., C.M.G., C.B.E., D.S.O., (late
commanding 1st Battalion).
Sir T. Brinckman, Bart, C.B., (Honorary Colonel,
late commanding 3rd Battalion).
Li autenant-Colonels.

G. V. Dauglish, (late commanding 1st Battalion).
Viscount Goschen, C.B.E., V.D., (Honorary Colonel,
the 4th Battalion, late commanding 5th Battalion).
W. E. R. Kelly (late commanding 2nd Battalion).
J. Body, D.S.O., (late commanding 6th Battalion).
F. BradleyDyne, (late commanding 7th Battalion).
A. Eaton, O.B.E., (late commanding 6th Battalion).
E. W. Hussey, V.D.
,
J. Kennedy, C.M.G., D.S.O., (commanding 2nd
Battalion).
F. Mainwaring Dunstan, T.D., (commanding 4th
Battalion).
J. Munn Mace, T.D., (late commanding 5th
Battalion).
R. E. Power, D.S.O., (commanding 1st Battalion).
COUNTY CORPORATION.

The Marquis Camden, T.D., the Lord Lieutenant
of Kent, has kindly expressed his willingness to act
as a patron of the Association.
AREA REPRESENTATIVE.

Captain S. B. Donald has kindly consented to act
as our representative in London.
SANDHURST MEMORIAL.

Donations to this have been received during the past
month from Mrs. Davis, Mrs. Hollis, and Mrs. Warde ;
Major W. H. Booth ; and G. F. Kingham, Esq. This
brings the total received up to £73 0s. 6d., out of the
£100 required.
Cheques should be made payable to the Sandhurst
Memorial and sent to the Secretary, Past and Present
Association, Depot the Buffs, Canterbury.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
MARRIAGES

Cook—IMewlng.—6278076 R.Q.M.S. F. Cook, married

at St. Nicholas' Church, Kent on 11/10/23 to Mary
Margaret; Newing.
Shorter—Wright.—6279308 A/Cpl. H. B. Shorter,
married at Wesleyan Chapel, Weymouth, 15/10/23
to Bertha Irene Wright.
Thomas11—Hayne.—6280119 Pte. A. Thomas, married
at Parish Church, Portland on 10/10/23 to Victoria
Hayne.

Albuera.

rpHE following extracts from private letters relative
JL to the Battle of Albuera are taken from The Star
newspaper of Wednesday, J une 5th, 1811, a copy of which
has come into our possession.

" From an Officer encamped four leagues from Badajos,
19th May, 1811.

"We returned yesterday from the bloodiest field of
battle ever known. The French attacked us at Albuera at
nine o'clock in the morning of the 16th. Their principal
effort was made on our right, where the Spaniards were
posted, supported by two British regiments, the Buffs
and 57th. The Spaniards behaved well, although at
one time, from the heaviness of the fire, they gave way
a little. The British regiments then pushed through
them, with a most tremendous fire of musketry, which
stopped the French. Unfortunately, from the eagerness
of British soldiers, they advanced too far, which gave
an opportunity to a regiment of Polish cavalry to charge
them on the flank, killing great numbers, and making
some few prisoners. Just at this time the Poles were
attacked by a regiment sent to reinforce and the Poles
were obliged to retreat. The left wing of the French
army soon after gave way, and the slaughter was then
dreadful. While this was passing on our right, they
began an attack on the centre, where our brigade was
posted, which, after a sanguinary conflict, also ended
in the complete defeat of the French. The enemy
owe the safety of the remains of their army, to the
superiority of their cavalry alone ; had it not been for
them, they would have been annihilated.
" The French army was at least 30,000, of which
4,000 were cavalry. It seems clearly ascertained that
they have lost 10,000. Our force consisted of 8,000
British, 10,000 Spaniards, and 9,000 Portuguese, in
cluding 2,500 cavalry. We have lost of English and
Portuguese 4,580, and 2,500 Spaniards. The field of
battle was literally covered with dead, lying in heaps
in every part. I have been in several general actions,
but never witnessed such a dreadful slaughter. Our
brigade of infantry, which went into action 1,500
strong, had only 500 left. Every officer of the 2nd
battalion that was present was either killed or wounded.
Of the privates only 78 escaped being killed or
wounded."
FROM A BRITISH OFFICER ATTACHED TO THE SPANISH
ARMY.

" Headquarters, 5th Army, Valverde, May 20, 1811.
" Ere this reaches you, you will have received the
details of the glorious action gained by the Allied
Armies on the heights of Albuera, on the 16th inst.
As the dispatches will give you the most true and
just account of it, I omit troubling you with my ob
servations ; suffice it to say, that never was there a
better or harder contested action—never was British
and Spanish valour more conspicuous; the former
exceeded their wonted heroism, which is to say a great
deal—the latter acted with a determined bravery and
resolution worthy of the ancient Spaniards; every
officer and soldier appeared a Cid or a Gonzales de
Cordova. The present advantages of this victory are
great, the future incalculable; one great benefit' al
ready very conspicuous, is the mutual confidence and
cordial affection which the troops of both nations evi
dently bear each other. I trust Estremadura will be
soon entirely open to us, and also Andalusia, by which
means we shall soon complete our Irish brigade; for
which Lord Wellington has promised us arms, but I
hope and trust our Government will grant us clothing, &c.

Calendars; Christmas Gifts and
Art Pottery,
B. & W. FISKMOORE, Canterbury.
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Colonels of the Buffs.
No. 25.

General the Earl of Effingham.

Colonel of the Buffs, 1832—1845.

K

ENNETH Alexander Howard, first Earl of Effing
ham, of the second creation and eleventh Baron
Howard of Effingham, G.C.B., Deputy Earl Marshal
of England—a general in the army, and Colonel of the
third regiment of Foot (The Buffs), Aide de Camp to
the King, George III., was born on 29th November,
1767. A soldier of distinction in his public career,
and a devoted servant of his sovereign and his country,
Kenneth Alexander, Earl of Effingham, in his private
life, displayed a singularly amiable and unaffected
character.

KENNETH ALEXANDER HOWARD,
A.D.C. TO KING GEORGE III.
(after a Portrait by James Oliver, A.R.A.)

From his earlier days, when only a captain in a
marching regiment with no prospects' in particular
beyond those offered by his profession, Lord Effingham
had, however, the good fortune to enjoy the friendship
and goodwill of his noble relative, the celebrated Charles
Howard, eleventh Duke of Norfolk, who recognised
his ability and good qualities. The marriage of Major
Howard (as Lord Effingham then was), in the year
1800, to Charlotte Primrose, proved unacceptable to
Neil, Earl of Rosebery, that lady's father : the bride
groom had only his pay to rely on ; the entail of the
settled family estates in Yorkshire was broken, and
ended with the life of Richard, fourth Earl of Effingham,
who had no issue living ; and the marriage was pre
ceded by the young couple eloping from the Duchess
of Somerset's ball at Camelford House in Park Lane.
Lord Rosebery at first refused his forgiveness, but the
Duke of Norfolk stepped into the breach and offered
the young officer and his bride a home in the vast
apartments of Norfolk House in St. James's Square—
and there they made their residence from 1800 until
1804 ; and there their three eldest children—all
daughters—(two of whom died before attaining their
second year) first saw the light. Their eldest son
(later the second Earl of Effingham) was, however,
born in 1806, at Southampton where his father, who was
then stationed at Portsmouth, had taken a residence.
The friendship extended to Lord Effingham by the
Duke of Norfolk, and the interest that he took in his
welfare never failed. He lived to see his protege a
Lieut.General in the Army, and a Knight Commander
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of the Bath, and of the Tower and Sword of Portugal ;
and he beheld him (so to speak) in the train of the
Allied Sovereigns in the triumph of 1814 entering Paris.
And when the Duke deceased in the following year,
1815, not long after Waterloo, he bequeathed his
kinsman a fortune, to be invested within a given period
in land—at that time soundest of investments. In the
following year, on the death of Richard Howard, fourth
Earl of Effingham, and the extinction of the earldom
granted by George the Second, the successor to the
Barony of Howard of Effingham found himself, rather
contrary to expectation, the heir to the settled Effing
ham estates in Yorkshire as well; but the Ducal
bequest was duly invested in landed property, at
Tusmore in Oxfordshire, the old pillared pile of the
ancient Roman Catholic house of the Fermors, a quasi
GreekIonic temple; and here the descendants of
Kenneth Alexander, Earl of Effingham, still live.
It is, however, still more interesting to recall that
from the year 1778, when he first entered the Royal
Household at Windsor Castle at the age of eleven
years, as a Page of Honour to their Majesties King
George the Third and Oueen Charlotte, the lad who was
eventually to become Earl of Effingham remained
until his death a persona grata at Court. At his first
advent into Royal circles, it must be remembered that
only four years had elapsed since Anne Bristow, Countess
Dowager of Effingham, one of the Ladies of the Bed
chamber to Queen Charlotte and far advanced in years,
had fallen into the fire in her rooms at Hampton Court
Palace, and was so severely burned that she died from
the shock. This lady was the second wife and the
wTidow of Francis Howard that other first Earl of
Effingham (of the former and senior line), who was born
at Little Chelsea (close to the present site of the great
Victoria Railway bridge, and Effingham Street, Pim
lico), in 1683 ; who had seen William the Third, and
Queen Anne and Prince George of Denmark, her Consort,
in person ; who had stood by the side of Marlborough
in 1708 at Oudenarde, and in 1709 at Malplaquet;
and who began life as an ensign in the Coldstream
Guards and ended it as Colonel of the 20th Regiment
of Foot and Dejjuty Earl Marshal of England ; and
died in 1743—one hundred and two years before his
descendant Kenneth first Earl of Effingham of the
junior line (1845). And besides this the Countess
Anne's brother, Robert Bristow, was one of the Com
missioners of the Board of Green Cloth under George
the First and George the Second. So in the long chain
of events thus opened up in history, we find Earl
Kenneth entering into the same Household just quitted
by the widow of Earl Francis ; and we see him sent to
Harrow to be educated (as was the custom for the Pages
of Honour ; there or at Eton) at the expense of the
sovereign. We see him in attendance on their Majesties
at their Courts and Levees and in the House of Lords,
and finally we find him, as was also customary for the
Royal Pages, presented with the Commission of Ensign
in the Guards instead of being obliged to spend £1,000
on its purchase. We see him with the Duke of York
in Flanders and in Holland and fighting in the Penin
sula under Wellington in the time of the Regency ;
and ten years later (1811—1821) standing by, as the
Deputy Earl Marshal of England at the Coronation of
George the Fourth in Westminster Abbey ; and ten
years later at the coronation of William the Fourth,
and seven years later still at that of Queen Victoria ;
while another three years sees him, in 1840, present
at the wedding of that sovereign to His Royal Highness
Prince Albert, the Prince Consort.
(To be continued).
"These notes are taken from ' The Howard Portraits of
Tusmore ' by the Earl of Effingham, in whom is vested
the copyright."
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The 1st Battalion.
T T is our first wish to apolo
gise to our readers at
home for our negligence in corres
ponding with The Dragon. Like
The Dragon, many a Mother
must have suffered from lack
of news. Somehow, the settling
down to civilization—in actual
fact for the first time since the
war—being so novel, has seemed
an exceptionally lengthy pro
ceeding. That is our excuse,
which, though it may sound
weak, we ask you to accept.
As the Notes last month
were unfortunately too late for
publication, we are anxious to
ensure that all our wishes for
good luck in the future to Mr.
Elvin, our late Bandmaster, are placed on record in 7he
Dragon. It is unnecessary to relate the sentiments
expressed by the various sections of the Battalion
because all ranks of the 1st Battalion are unanimous
in wishing to pay tribute to his good record and the
services he rendered to the Regiment in the nineteen
years he was Bandmaster. We are glad to have heard
from him. In his letter, he wished to warn all those
who are anxious to get home, that employment is very
difficult to obtain and he advised no one to leave the
service without having employment to go to. Further
extracts from his letter are given below. We sincerely
trust that Mr. Elvin will not be long in finding employ
ment for himself.
As for life in Gibraltar, the Company Notes given
below describe fairly fully what we are doing.
THE SERGEANTS' MESS.
A very busy month preparing for visits by His Excellency the
Governor, the D.A.D.M.S., etc., but we have found time for plenty
of sport and social evenings.
We have played the Dockyard employees at billiards twice and each
of these occasions ended in a happy little singsong : we want more
of these evenings and we intend to have them during the coming winter.
On October 30th we strengthened the numbers of our mess by one,
in the shape of Sgt. Clayton from the Depot, who has come to take
over the duties of Band Sergeant. We extend to him a hearty welcome,
and our gladness, I am sure, equals W.M.S. sadness.
Our new Quartermaster arrived by the same boat. Many of us have
served under hiJu before and it feels good to have him amongst us.
I am sure we all wish him jolly good luck, and although somewhat
belated we offer him our heartiest congratulations.
It is very awkward in a good many ways having the members split
in two, B and D Companies being at Casemates and A C and E Com
panies at South Barracks. As a matter of fact the Casemates' Mess
has only four dining Members.
We played billiards between the two Messes on neutral " ground,"
(i.e.), the Garrison Recreation Rooms, and we of Casemates fared badly
as we lost every game : the only point in our favour being that we were
punctual.
Sergeant " Bob " Galloway is in hospital with Rheumatics. We
wish him a speedy recovery : the writer was in' his ward for a week,
and he (Bob) used to be able to " scrounge " even in hospital. We
have made several honorary members and they help to liven the Messes
up considerably.
The Sergeants at Casemates have played the Corporals at Billiards,
and we won every game but one, so the Corporals challenged us to
darts, and even there we found we possessed some " Blean throwers,"
and the Corporals fared disastrously.
" Drummy " is a busy man these days, it being Fortress Orders
that every other week our drums should beat retreat for three nights
per week. Stick it " Drummy," they're a smart lot, and a credit to
you, a reward as it were for all the hard work you put in at Sufli.
The Mess at South Barracks looks more like a mess now that we
have got some of the Mess properly out from England again. It does
one good to look at the old pictures and cups again.
We have a few more names to put on the Shooting Spoon, the
" Wooden Un " I mean, and I might whisper that last year's Battalion
Shot is included in the list.

Presentation to Sgt. Barton.

We congratulate Sergt. Barton on being presented with the order
of the British Empire by His Excellency the Governor, after the latter's
inspection of the Battalion. This was awarded for good work in

Ireland, and I have no doubt I am right when I say it's only a few
who know how good that work really was. " Mandy " afterwards
stood by the General at the saluting base when the Battalion marched
past.
We congratulate Sgts. Waters, Sharp and Louth on their recent
promotion.
Our old friends the 2nd Battalion Royal Fusiliers, sent us a wireless
message wishing us good luck, the day before they passed the Rock, we
sent them one in return : they unfortunately did not come alongside
or we might have been able to renew a few old acquaintances.
The Royal Fusiliers were our neighbours at Kilia, and were the
last Regiment to leave the Gallipoli Peninsular.
We can spend some good afternoons here either watching football
or having a bit on at the races, the racecourse being very near Case
mates.
We must congratulate the Battalion Football team on their
successes : so far in the league, they have played two and won two.
" Stick it Buffs."
I take the opportunity of wishing the Depot and the 2nd Battalion
Sergeants' Mess, a jolly fine Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Things we want to know.

How many had a bit on " My dear ?
What is the Duck's disease ? And is it prevalent in the Mess ?
Why George came to Casemates to apologise ?
If digger remembers the oranges last Christmas ?
If X ever sleeps on a sofa ?
What the two members thought of their first visit to North Front
Sergeants' Mess ?
How Gibbo is getting on at photography ?
Why I was asked to write these notes ?
If there really is such a thing as Bad Beer ?
How Sergt. Kiwi Ear kin is ? And does he remember Eismore ?
Does " Lottie " remember the " Waits " two years ago ?

CASEMATES' CORPORALS' MESS.

Once more we are settled down again, and as usual things are pretty
lively.
All there was in the mess on our arrival was a billiard table ; of
other furniture there was none. But a Mess meeting at South Barracks
brought us together ; many things were discussed ; and arrangements
at once made to make an improvement. Ever since there has been
hard work for everyone getting things in order.
With our house now practically set in order, we arranged a concert
and social: this was well attended and a well composed programme,
enjoyed by everyone was carried out. Music was provided in first class
style by Cpl. Bennett and Coy.'s jazz band which has been formed
since our short time at Gibraltar. Already it is a credit to him and all
who take part in it.
Great praise is due to our committee for their
arrangements to make the concert such a success.
Congratulation to L/C. Cook on his recent appointment to full
Corporal.

Things we want to know.

Who was the N.C.O. who gave right dress and moved smartly to
the left flank to dress them ?
Who was the N.C.O. who polished his rifle so was frightened of
giving butt salute so saluted from his cap ?
BEN.

A COMPANY.

The beginning of November finds us fairly well settled in a comfort
able '' Peacetime" station,—this time last year we used to dream about
comfortable barracks and wonder if there really were such things ; we
find there are, and we hope we shall be left alone for a few years now,
and do a little soldiering like they did before some of us enlisted.
Our regular Company correspondent, (Cpl. Hadaway) is at the
present time, at the School of Education, Shorncliffe ; not to learn
how to write notes though ; indeed no, although we expect he will be
showing us how they should be written on his return.
Since our last notes C.S.M. Ransby has taken over the duties of
C.S.M. of the Company, and C.S.M. Farrow has taken over the duties
of C.S.M.I.M., he is much missed by those in the Company who made
his acquaintance, and you can often hear them speaking of the " Old
Sky."
By now all have got their eye down to barrackroom soldiering—a
thing we have not done much of for a considerable time. Most of us
have found our way about the Rock fairly well, and really it is not
a bad place to do a couple of years in : when one gets a little fed you
have only got to say so, and you can go to England for a month or two
for a change. Cpl. Welling has set the ball rolling in the Company
and has just sailed off for a couple of months.
Football is going strong and we have been across the water to
Algericas twice, and played the Algeciras Football Club, we beat them
on the first visit, but they managed to have their revenge on the second
occasion.
The Platoon League is going well, the first round finding 4 Platoon
at the top with a possible 6 points, followed by 3 Platoon with 4 points.

The Lucas Shield.

Since we have been on the Rock our late Company Commander,
Lt. Col. L W. Lucas, D.S.O., M.C., (now 2nd in Command) has
presented the Company with a Shield, for which we all thank him
very much, it is known as the " InterPlatoon Shield," and all Platoons
are striving hard to get their name on it first : the things that count
are ;—Football Cricket, Hockey, Running, Athletics, Tug of War,
Water Polo and Musketrv ; lets hope the best Platoon will get there.
'' THE SUBSTITUTE.''
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B COMPANY.
" B " and " D " Companies are now settled down together at
Casemates, where we have been able to arrange quite a lot of sport and
amusement.
On October 16th, a practice dance was held which proved a great
success, and on Thursday, the 25th we had a better one still which was
well supported by Bennett and Cox jazz band.
We have one of our old pals back to duty from the officers' mess
(to wit) Cpl, Pheby, to whom all accord a hearty welcome (another one
for duty).
Everyone was sorry to lose Captain Peareth who has gone tem
porarily on the staff ; but we welcome Captain Strettell, who has taken
over command of the company.
We have started the football season with a few platoon matches.
The first one was between 6 and 7 platoons, the battalion being
fortunate enough to win . 5 and 8 platoons were also going to play 7
platoon, but owing to the breeze 7 were left the victors.
Leave has started fpr the old " Sweats," Cpl. Waghorn and L'C.
Godden having already taken their departure. We all wish them
a glorious time, a Merry Christmas and a safe return to both of them.

Cross-country Running.

Oh the 24th of October something like twentyone men of the
company entered for a trial run in view of selecting a team for the
garrison run during the last week in November. Donoghue was first
home, covering the distance of four miles in about 25 minutes, L/G.
Wyles was 2nd but about five minutes later than the first, Pte. Lee
came 3rd, Pte. Weller, 4th and Pte. B..map 5th. The remainder
would have been somewhere in the run, only the lorry was a bit too late
to overtake Steve. Anyhow our future prospects for running are not
too bad and with a bit of practice we hope to turn out a first class team.

Whist Drive.

We had one splendid whist drive during the month which proved
a great success, the credit being due toSgt. Goss who so kindly arranged
everything for the occasion.

Welcome to the Draft.

Everyone was glad to welcome the 2nd Battalion draft, and to
express our feelings we entertained them with a concert. The pro
gramme was exceedingly good, songs were sung by Sgt. Goss, Pte.
Cloak, Cpl. Miskin, and Mrs. Bennett. Of the latter we feel proud,
and we hope that in future concerts Mrs. Bennett will oblige again.
Other turns were by Pte. Brissenden, Pte. Dunn, and Sgt. Pratt. Al
together a splendid evening, at which we were very grateful to the
bandsmen for their delightful programme, and also to C.Q.M.S. Burt,
who not only delighted us with his monologues but arranged the concert
in such a satisfactory manner.
B.P. & M.

Things we want to know.

Who was the N.C.O. who called for twopennyworth of beer, with an
effort to strike the " cot ? "
Is Badger getting married ?
(If so we hope he gets a few more like the two " timbers and Joe "
to catch for threepence a look at a dance).
Have you heard a lion roar ?
(If not come to Casemates Barracks).
Who lost half of his shirt in the " Bull Fight ? "
Who stood the iron on the towel, and does the unfortunate one
claim damages ?
Is it advisable to use chalk on drill to remove grease ?
Who kicked the football through the barrack room window ?
Does plus mean minus ? (Perhaps Sgt. Brooker can tell us).
Has Steve made his fortune yet ? (Hush).
Which does he like best—beer or rolypoly ?
Has the orderly sergeant drawn his aeroplane yet ?
What kind of throat pastels does the sergeantmajor use ?

C COMPANY.

A couple of Battalion trial games of Football have been played and
since then Mr. ThorneThorne and Sgt. Crowne have arranged a couple
of Company games and everyone is shaping well. It is hoped that when
the Harris Shield matches come off that our Company does well.
Unfortunately we have lost a good man in Hawkins. Goodluck to
him on his return to civil life. We are glad to have Edwards back from
Hospital : he seems to be shaping better since he had his toe seen to.
Our greatest drawback is the distance and of the ground and during
the Winter months we must settle down to indoor sport, Boxing, etc.
I hear our new Company Commander wants to arrange a Company
Boxing show shortly, so we must away to the Gym. and get in a little
practice ; also bayonet fencing kit has been drawn up so we can pass
a few minutes away daily at that.
We accord a hearty welcome to our new Company Commander,
Captain Wilkins, M.B.E.
Things we want to know.

JIRKS.

Did the fellow of 9 Platoon get his advance of pay to buy matches,
and what did the C.Q.M.S. say when he asked for it ?

On arrival at Gibraltar, it was as we thought raining, but we were
told by those who had been here before that it was only The Levant,
but we were rather suspicious and the only conclusion we could arrive
at was if that was the Levant, what the devil happens when it rains.
The Levant, we have since found out, is a cloud or thick mist
which seems to make a point of hanging over the summit of the rock until
midday, causing amongst other things " Monday morning feelings "
and Livers of an immense size, but before middaythe swelling goes
down, but that is too late then for Company Orderly Room and C.O.'s
has been held before then !
We are all pleased to see the wives and families with us again and
hope they have found their quarters as comfortable as they had hoped.
We all very much regret that Lieut. F. A. J. E Marshall was taken
ill soon after we arrived and wish him a speedy complete recovery.
A good many of the Company have " got off " since we arrived :
Gibbo keeps trying himself but has not succeeded in fascinating any
" Gibraltarian girl " yet.
Sports are now in full swing, football of course taking the most
prominent part, and from recent matches one surmises that we shall not
be so backward in coming forward thisyear !
Recently we played " B " at football and hockey and won on both
occasions.
We have had some interplatoon matches in which 14 took the prom
inent part, beating 13 by 10 on two occasions, and 15 on another
occasion : 16 beat 15, 62.
Several of the draft and some with considerable talent have been
posted to us ; we wish them every success.
Several of our numbers are away on staff jobs, in fact if we were to
weigh the Company on scales the staff employees would weigh down
the dutymen easy.

Things we want to know.
Who owns the Ball Alley ?
Has a certain N.C.O. still got the Cross Guns he bought at Kilia ?
(if so, they may come in handy next year).
Whether someone who sings " yes, we have no bananas " was a pro.
before tunes came out, or whether bananas were then plentiful ?
Who poisoned Mandy cat ?
Who mistook the Guard room for his barrack room and why was he
detained ?
W.H.P.

THE DRUMS.
Congratulations to Sgt. Barton on being presented by His Excellency
the Governor with the O.B.E.

Musketry.
The Annual Musketry Course for the Band and Drums has begun
under good conditions and the shooting is proceeding very satisfactorily.

Football.
Our first match with the local team was played on the 21st October
with " Europa " : this resulted in an easy win for us by 51, as did the
next with " Ex. Terris" whom we similarly defeated. We are glad to
say our Goalie, generally known as " Skin " by name and nature, is
getting quite Hot in his possession, in fact were heard that he is getting
transferred to the Hotts ; we wish him the best of luck and hope he
doesn't get burnt. We are glad to see Haynes and Castle making a
good show.
F.W.R.
The following are the results of the matches played during the month
of October, 1923 :—
Score.
Matches.
Date.
... 3—1
Oct. 12. Drums v. M. Guns Drums
... 2—1
v. M. Guns Drums
13.
... 3—2
,,
v. A. Company Drums ...
16.
... 7—1
„
v. E Company Drums ...
19.
... 5—1
„
v. " Europa " (Local team) Drums ...
21.
... 5—1
„
v. " Ex Terris " (local team)
28.
,,
v. H.M. Dockyard Labourers (local team) ... 3—1
Nov. 4.

Things we want to know.
Who was the Drummer on the H.M.T. Hecuba who asked what kind
of fish was tripe ?
Who are the two " TUBS ? " and what are their ambitions ?
Is it true that " Tuby " is cutting out " Grimsdal ? "
When is Castle getting his transfer to " Ramsgate ? "
Is it necessary for the Drums to turn into bed before going on
Reveille beating ?
CROCHET.

D COMPANY.
Our greatest hope has at last been realised in as much as we have
left the Balkans and are settled in Gibraltar. As we marched down to the
Pier, the Royal Fusiliers, with whom we had been the best of pals,
gave us a hearty cheer, and their band and drums at the head of the
Battalion livened things up. We eventually left together with C
Company whose correspondent has already told the story of our em
barkation in the November Dragon.

Calendars, Christmas Gifts and
Art Pottery,
B. & W. FISKMOORE, Canterbury.
TE L . 337.
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From Papers written and found in
the Trenches.
T 'M up here with the Army,
'Tis in Flanders that T fight;
I'm not a Politician,
vSo I'm sure that England's right.
I didn't crossexamine
Nor ask the reason why,
But I knew the country needed
Her men—so here am I.
So I came along to Purfleet
And someone asked—' D'ye know
What Regiment ? ' The Buffs' Sir,
I'm a Kentish man, you know.'
The Fishermen from Margate,
And Ramsgate's Patriots too
Are Thanet men, and Buffs men
No need to ask ' Who's who ? '
And thence we went to Sandling,
In mud and filth we trained,
A little nearer Thanet
So none of us complained.
From there we marched to Aldershot
Our training to complete,
And there we learnt to shoulder packs,
And there we got sore feet.
Watchman ! What of the nj

But 'twas there we learnt our lesson—
To march, to dig at night,
To bomb—and hence the orders—
We're off to France to fight.
And so we made our journey
And crossed from shore to shore—
And marched in heat terrific
Towards the Cannon's Roar.

A Query Answered.

A correspondent writes :—
" Can you also please tell me on what date
the "War Dragon" was discontinued; I am in
possession of Copies No. 1 to 9 (April '17) inclusive,
but am not sure if this is a complete record."
The War Dragon was started in June, 1916 and
published monthly up to the end of that year. In
1917 it appeared in January and April only, when it
was discontinued.
We have a few spare copies in this office of each
issue for disposal at the price of 9d. per copy, post free.

At Oultersteen we rested,
And then to Plugstreet went—
And after strafing there a week
To Armentieres were sent.
We waited there for orders—
And orders came at last
To take these trenches over—
The trenches we hold fast.
We're six days in and six days out,
And when we rest we dig,
But Kentish men don't care a hang
Nor Thanet men a fig—
For each man knows—each man of Kent—
That he's not here for pleasure
He's come out here to fight the Hun
And take the German's Measure.

XMAS CARDS.

We've lost our pals, we've risked our lives
Our tears—of course we've shed 'em ;
But those who've died have shown the paths
And we, if needs, will tread 'em,
But if to us the Fates are good,
And our homes again we find
Each one of us a hero'll be—
But one thing we must mind—
That every Mother's welcome,
The kiss of every wife,
The arms our girl throws round us,
Our thankfulness for life—
That every word of greeting,
Each word of praise that's said
Is but for us a sacrament
—An honour to our dead.

A Regimental Xmas Card is being printed
and will be on sale about the end of November.
The Regimental Crest is embossed on the
outer cover with an historical print in colour
on the inside. The whole is fastened with
a Buff and Blue ribbon.
Price, including an envelope, 5d. per card,
3 for 1/- (postage free).
These may be obtained by application to
the Secretary, Past and Present Association.

Calendars, Christmas Gifts and
Art Pottery,
B. & W. FISKMOORE, Canterbury.
A.L.G.

TE L . 337.

The Past and Present Association, The Buffs.

gO that the pamphlet, shortly to be published, embracing the full Constitution, Aims, and
Objects of the Past and Present Association, the Buffs, may be sent to as many old members
of the Regiment as possible, readers of The Dragon are earnestly invited to enter upon this form
the names and addresses of all old Buffs with whom they are in touch, and to return it to the
Secretary. Only about two dozen responded to this appeal last month, so we renew it this
believing that, in doing so, many others if indeed not all, will give a hand.
A copy of the pamphlet will be sent to every address given, and Dragon readers are reminded
that the membership of the Association is open to all ranks, Past and Present, of any Battalion
which bears or has borne the title " The Buffs."
To the Secretary,
Past and Present Association The Buffs,
Depot the Buffs,
Canterbury.
Dear Sir,
Please send a pamphlet when published to each of the following.
more forms I will gladly distribute them.

If you care to send me

Yours faithfully,

Signed
Date

a ddress

Rank, Initial and Name.

Address.

{If insufficient space, please carry on overleaf.
Ed. The Dragon).
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The 2nd Battalion.

INCE we last wrote, A and B
Companies returned from
S
their annual furlough at the end or

October, so the Battalion is con
centrated" together during this
month. In December, C and D
Companies proceed on furlough
with Headquarter Wing, a potion of
the latter company proceeding at the
beginning and the remainder at the
end of the month.
With Regimental Courses occu
pying the time, life is busy within
the Citadel and the days fly past
rapidly.
In the sport line, Rugger,
Football, and Hockey matches have
been played. We played a Rugger
match versus the Royal Navy on
November 6th, on the Naval ground,
but unfortunately lost "3 points to 12 points. The
account of Football matches appears elsewhere.
Instruction in the " noble art of selfdefence " has
been opened at the Gymnasium in the evening on
Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays. It has been de
cided to hold a Boxing Competition for Novices and
Boys on December 3rd, 4th and 5th. An open compe
tition is also being held at the same time.
On November 15th, we were treated to a very
interesting lecture in the Gymnasium in the evening
by Lieut. G. C. Steele, V:C.., R.N., on Coastal Motor
Boat work in the War.
FOOTBALL.

For financial reasons it has been found necessary to cancel our
engagements in the Senior and Junior Leagues but we are remaining
in the Cups : when it is remembered that civilian teams take " gates "
towards the payment of travelling, referee, and other expenses and
we have no enclosed ground where this can be done, the above announce
ment will cause no surprise. We have also entered for the Army Cup
and meet the Tank Workshops Battalion in the first round.

DORSET SENIOR LEAGUE.
Regimental Team v. Blandford.

Played on October 13th on our ground : result, a draw 33.
Playing with the wind in their favour our opponents scored 3 goals
to our one in the first half : this goal was the result of a fine run by
Gillie Godden on the left wing sending in a beautiful centre to be headed
between the posts by Ginger Day.
In the 2nd half we pressed the whole time and Chalky White scored
from a free kick, and Sgt. Sidwell headed in from a beautifully placed
corner kick by Gillie Gordon. The grand old man, Cpl. Farr, played
a splendid game at back and was well supported by Bill Meddle :
Mullingar made an excellent outside right.
Our team was : Goalie, Sgt.Smith ; Backs, Bds. Meddle, Cpl. Farr ;
Halfbacks, Lt. Mallam, L/C. Jewell, Pte. White ; Forwards, Pte.
Mullingar, Pte. Atkins, Sgt. Sidwell, Bds. Day, Pte. Godden.

Regimental Team

v. Bournemouth Gasworks.

Played at Branksome on November 3rd and resulted in a loss 
2—3. This league fixture was turned into a "friendly," the home
team guaranteeing all expenses. The home team were the better side
and during the 1st half their forwards enabled Sgt. Smith in goal to
play the game of his life in stopping shots from every angle, and also
Jess Wellard and Cpl. Farr to shine at back. We were the first to score
thqr»Tcs to Ginger Day getting home a shot from L/C. Foade which the
goalie fumbled. Our opponents soon equalized and ultimately added
two more goals to which we could only respond with one from a beautiful
shot by Gillie Godden made whilst he was being tackled.
Our team was :—Goalie, Sgt. Smith, ; Backs, Wellard and Cpl.
Farr ; Halfbacks, L/C. Jewell, Sgt. Sidwell (Capt.), White ; Forwards,
Mullingar, L/C, Tutt, L/C. Foade, Day and Godden.
The Regimental Sports Committee, namely,. Lt. Penlington, Cpl,
TTflggfltrij pte. Spooner and The Old Bean (Pte. Stocken) accompanied
the team to watch points, etc.

Regimental Team v. H.M.S. Viscount.

>

Played on November 6th on our own ground : Result a win $0
Our 3 goals were scored by L/C. Foade from a centre from Godden,
by Godden from a beautiful shot from the left wing, and by Mullingar
by an equally fine shot from the right. Ginger Day came near to
scoring several times. In this match L/C. Payne took the place of Cph
Farr temporarily crocked.

—

DORSET JUNIOR LEAGUE.
v. H.M.S. Heather,

w«

„

The Junior Team played H.M.S. Heather on their ground ©nOctober
13th and won 51. The team played splendidly and special mention
must be given to Wellatd who played at right back, L/Cpl; Tutt who
scored 3 goals, Fanny Knapp at inside right, and L/Cpl. Foade who
scored our other two goals.
The team was as follows:—Goal: L/Cpl. Page ; Backs Pte.
Wellard, Pte. Everest; Halfbacks : L/C. Saunders, Dmr. Bowman,
L/C. Wade ; Forwards : L/C. Burton, Pte. Knapp, L/C. Foade, L/C.
Tutt, Cpl. Randall.

v. H.M.S. Vulcan.

On October 20th the Junior Team played H.M.S. Vulcan on the
Naval Ground and lost 17. L/C. Tutt, who played with his usual
dash was our goal scorer, and Jess Wellard played well at back.
The team was :—Goal: L/Cpl. Page ; Backs.: Pte. Wellard,
L/Cpl. Knight; Halfbacks: Cpl. Robinson, Dmr. Bowman, L/C.
Wade; Forwards : Cpl. Ridge, Pte. Stocker, Pte. Atkins, L/C. Tutt,
Cpl. Randall.

v. Weston.

Played in a high wind at the Verne, we lost this match by 3—1,
L/C. Foade scoring our only goal. Midway in the game several changes
were made in the placing of our team but with no good results.
The team was :—Goal: C/Sgt. Jones ; Backs : Sgt. Sidwell,
Pte. Reynolds, ;' Halfbacks: Conisbee, Lt. Mallam, L/C. Wade;
Forwards: Pte. Mullingar, Pte. Knapp, L/C. Foade, Pte. Atkins,
Cpl. Randall. '
.

DORSET JUNIOR CUP.
v. Chickerell United.
Played at Chickerell on November 10th and lost 31, our goal being '
scored by Foade with a fine shot which hit the right upright and re
bounded in the net.
,
,
Our team was :—Goalie : Iy/C. Pa^e : Backs : Meddle and Sgt.
Dmr. O'Dell; Halfbacks : Conisbee, Stocker jand Wade ; Forwards
C/Sgt. Jones, Knapp, Foade, Tutt and Randall. This was our first ,
match in the Dorset Junior Cup, and as we lost, our last.

H.Q. WING.

Towards the end of October, " the powers that be," suddenly dis
covered that we had to fire our annual musketry course and that we had
eight days to do it in. Consequently, down to the Naval Range we
went each morn at 8 a.m. and back we tracked up Goatpaths, etc., each
afternoon at 3 p.m., and managed to complete our course in the required
time. The machine gunners only having to fire t^hle R finished in three
days but spent the remainder of the time as markers for the remamder
of H.Q. Wing.

FOOTBALL.

On November 8th we played H.M.S. Ramillies Engine Room Staff
who beat us 31. The only thing worth mentioning about the match
was a pretty run through on the left wing by Godden from which he
scored our only goal.
^
^ ,
__ „ ,
, ,, _
. Our team was .—Goalie : Sgt. Smith ; Backs: Wellard and Med
dle ; Half backs : Conisbee, Sgt. Sidwell and L/C. Moss ; Forwards :
S. Brown, White, Day and Godden.

CONGRATULATIONS.

We offer our hearty congratulations to Cpl. Cox for his long deserved
oromotion to L/Sgt. ; to Cpl. Coombs, Diamond and Cpl. Shorter on
theh actHg ranks being confirmed; to L/C. Martin, McGahan and
Field for their promotions to full corporals ; and to Muncey and Pearce
on their appointment to LanceCorporals.

" A " GROUP, H.Q. WING.

We wish the 1st Battalion a Merry Xmas and Happy New Year.
We also sympathise with them in their loss of their Bandmaster, Mr.
Elvin who was liked and respected by all who came in contact with him
and we extend to him our hearty good wishes and the best of luck in
the future.

FOOTBALL.

Our first match was against D Company and we lost 10. This
was chiefly due to the fact that our team had never played together
before and we were trying some fresh players. Ginger Day played his
usual hard game but our opponents knew him of old and marked
him too well for him to be able to break through.
,
The team was :—Goalie: Sgt. Smith; Backs. Meddle and
Set.Dmr. O'Dell; Halfbacks: Bowman, Baker and Harper;
Forwards : Page, Martin Day, Watts and Edwards.
In our next match we were beaten by A Company, 21, our goal
beine scored by IVtartin, from a corner kick.
„ ,
Our team was :—Goalie : Sgt. Smith ; Backs : Meddle and Sgt.
Dmr. O'Dell; Halfbacks: Woods, Baker and Brooks; Forwards:
Martin, Bowman, Harper, Day and Edwards.
Q g

" B " GROUP, H.Q, WING.
B Group comprises Regimental Employ and Machine Gunners

and to get our team going, we played a friend y against D Company,.
Who previously beat A Group, H.Q. Wing by 10 r this we won 10.

('Continued on next page).
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2nd Battalion—Continued.
Our team was :—Goalie: Pte. Dove ; Backs : Wellard and Walls ;
Halfbacks : Conisbee, Sgt. Sidwell and L/C. Moss ; Forwards : Lt.
Penlington, Knapp, White, Atkins, Godden.
In this match Dove, Midgy Walls, L/C. Moss, Conisbee, Sgt. Sidwell
and Chalky White all played well: Chalky scored our only goal.
The game was refereed by that expert of Refs., Bill Bailey, whom
we all are very pleased to have with us once more. Any important
match that takes place it is always Bill Bailey who is asked to Ref.,
failing him we have another good one in Tubby Spooner. The game
caused great excitement and a crowd of supporters shouted themselves
hoarse all through the match. A Group turned up in force and
drowned D Company's supporters by cries of " Come on The Wing,"
" Go it the canaries, etc.," our colours being chocolate and yellow.
Of course we shall return the compliment when A Group plays.
A Group is composed of Band, Drums, Sigs. and Transport. We
are going to cut the other Companies out as our supporters are getting
rosettes made up of their group colours.
O.S.

Things we want to know.

Who was it that said, when asked where Stocken was, " He is in the
Regimental Shaving Saloon, Sir ? "
Who was it that said " A man may wear the diseased medals of his
diseased father on his right breast " ?
Who was the N.C.O. on limber drill who said that the tripod should
be placed lightly in the gun chest and against thefront tailboard ?
Who was it, on school parade, when asked the question, " Who was
it that carried the colours at Albuera with Lt. Latham," wrote down
" Mrs. Smith." ?
Was it by any chance Lt. Latham's Motherinlaw ?
Are May and Vera fond of confetti and did they have enough at the
Portland Fair ?
Is it right that Cpl. Coombs is going to partner Madame Pavlovla at
dancing shortly ?
 „
Has he discovered yet why a certain two girls stood, and looked
at him, giggled, and then ran away.?
Who was it, when asked if they would like to hear the gramophone
in the Soldiers' Home at Weymouth said, " No, we are going home " ?

Heard in School.

Is John Andrews still fond of his actress at Easton ?
Who sent Jess Wellard a parcel containing a small china black cat
and a note saying " Are you still playful" and was it Winnie ?
Queen Victoria gave The Dragon as the badge for The Buffs because
she could not think of anything else.
The Buffs have the privilege of walking about the streets of London
without asking permission.

O.S.

M.G. PLATOON, H.Q. WING.
The N.C.O.'s are still on a Course of M.G. under Capt. Haymen and
Lt. Hoare. Cpl. Coombs was distinctly heard to mutter in his sleep :
" How many times does the Q.A. go into the V.I." so we presume
that they are so bursting with knowledge that it even comes out in their
sleep.
Midgy Walls has formed a danker team from the platoon which
plays other danker teams of the Companies, this to give a game to
men who would otherwise never get one in the Companies. Our
team will henceforth be known as the " Crankhandle Athletics,"
and is composed as follows :—Goalie : Chug Coley (Wilfred); Backs :
Gooding and Walls ; Halfbacks : Johnson, Hills and Brace; For
wards : Acott, Hart, Knapp, McGrath, Parker.

Match Results.

Here is our record uptodate :—
v. Signallers, won 20.
v. Signallers (return), won 10.
v. C " Dankers," lost 01.
v. D " Dankers," won 10.
v. Signallers, lost 02.
v. Transport, draw, 22.
Folkington (Rockbinderj having proved himself too good for the
team has stood down for Acott. Chug Coley has the makings of a fine
" danker " goalie, the professional way in which he jumps for the
ball being most amusing.
Tiny Deverson has deserted us to become a big drummer in the
band, and Collard has been transferred to A Company.
We welcome L/C. Moss from the Depot: he has previously served
in the Machine Gun Corps, and will be a very useful addition to our
already strong football team. We take him to our bosom.
Nearly all the old hands have got staff jobs. Clara Reynolds and
Jess Wellard are Officers' Servants. Gillie Godden is Regimental
Games Storeman and Chalky White, Company Games Storeman and
Groundsman. Midgy Walls, M.G. Storeman. There are only Chug
Coley, Follington, Dasher Hart, Chippie Austen and The Old Bean on
the unemployment list.
O.S.

PETS' CORNER.

The Pets have been fairly quiet and well behaved this month, the
only one who caused Angeline any anxiety being Squeak. When
down at Weymouth Fair, Squeak was caught kissing an innocent
young thing of 14\ years of age, on the roundabouts. There is no harm
in kissing one knows as long as it stops at that but one can never tell
where it will end with Squeak, so Angeline gave Squeak a severe lecture
on " the error of his ways." Lecturing being a thirsty job, Angeline
afterwards repaired to the Ancient Order of The White Hart and spent
a pleasant and harmless evening with The Old Seagull.

Wilfred has been making a name for himself on the Sports Field.
He is the dashing goalie for the " Crankhandle Athletics."
Squeak and Wilfred led Pip astray and introduced him to the
Duchess of Weymouth (Cow Annie), who is noted for her striking
beauty. She usually goes about with Fairy Foster.
Uncle Dick is courting a flash bit by the name of Hilda. Aunt
Emma has found out who Winnie is, so she is happy now.
Wilfred was sitting next to the Padre in the train going to Wey
mouth and when asked whether he thought Wilfred was a Queenie
he said " Absolutely."
Wopski is the Captain of the Crankhandle Athletics and we hear
that he took the Duchess of Weymouth on the Horses at the Fair;
we were all surprised to hear that he was one of her admirers.
Clara Reynolds was so excited the first night he wore his Mess
Livery, he went flying over the canteen to tell his Lily how many
buttons he had on it, he found afterwards that he had miscounted
them, so he ran over after Mess to tell her again.
Felix, the cat was purring over some skates the other evening,
Percy the Pigeon is also very fond of Skates. In fact he has one visit
him every other day and one night even stopped the night. Be careful,
Percy, Skates are funny things.

A COMPANY.
November finds us going strong again, in fact reminds us of old
times .seeing the troops on parade all day, we find plenty of sport now
we have the Navy in Portland. Nearly all of the Company have been
on leave and are just preparing for Xmas, with the hope of (will he get
another leave) and the prospects of a move. Everybody thinks we will
soon be settled down elsewhere before very long but what hopes.
Portland is not a bad station, but would be alright if we got a little
wind, etc., on the hill Before I close I should like to offer the boys'
wishes to C.S.M. Sayer and Cpl. Woods on their promotions to C.S.M.
and Corporal respectively.
S.C.H.

C COMPANY.
In our football match v. D we lost 03. L/C. C. Foad played a
good game, and Cpl. Hassam gave the team very good support, by
shouting " Play up the Arsenal " as the team was wearing the latter's
colours.
On the Naval ground we drew with A, 33, goals being scored by
Pte. A. Foad, 2, and one by L/C. G. Saunders, Pte. Gosling scoring
all three goals for the opposing team.
Our team was :—Goal: Pte. Wilkins ; Backs Ptes. Foster and
Betts ; Halves ; Ptes. Tarbox, Wills, Stubberfield ; Forwards :
Burton, Riley, Saunders, A. Foad and Maynard.
Sgt. Joy has been transferred and is taking over No. 9 Platoon ;
also Cpl. Annon from " D " Company has taken over No. 12 Platoon.
Cpl. Wass has taken over No. 11 Platoon.
C.S.M. Vincer is leaving us for good on 21st November and the best
of luck to him.
The junior N.C.O.'s of " C " and " D " Companies are now on a
Section Leader Course.

Things we want to know.
Who is the Company ornament ?
What does windmill say now he is Sanitation King ?
Who is the N.C.O. that made a big fuss at the fair, and did he get
what he wanted ?
Why did a certain L/C. buy silk stockings for his girl, and where did
his advance of pay go ?
Who was the L/C. in C Company who put his arm round a girl, and
because he could not put any confetti down her neck cried on her
shoulder ?
DIGS.

D COMPANY.
With an improvement in the weather, it has been possible to play
quite a lot of Football recently. We have beaten A Company, C Com
pany, and H.Q. Wing " A " Group in turn, and lost 10 to H.Q. Wing
B Group (" the crankhandles'). The lastmentioned game was one
of the best we have had this season. Hard and fast throughout, and
played in the best sporting spirit. We could do with a lot more games
like that. LanceCorporal Jewell—although playing centrehalf in the
Regimental team—has sacrificed his own inclinations in the interest of
the Company side, and is keeping goal in the Company team, asit is there
that he is most usefu to us. It is only what we expect from aSportsman,
but nevertheless, it is a good example of a man " playing for his side,
and not for himself."
Sergt. Wilkins, Sergt. Carvell, Corpl. Wass, L/C. Trice, L/C. Tomlin
and L/C. Marshall, have all qualified as Instructors at the recent In
structors' Weapon Training Course held in the Battalion. We are
losing Corpl. Wass and Corpl. Annan who have been transferred to C
Company, and all wish them the best of luck in their new Company.
Congratulations are also due to C.Q.M.S. Ambrose on his promotion
to C.S.M. Instructor of Musketry. We shall all be sorry to lose him
as he has been father, mother, brother and sister, to us all whilst
C.Q.M.S. of the Company.
The first round of the Army Hockey Cup takes place tomorrow,
and we are pleased to see that six representatives of the Company are
in the Regimental side. Good luck to them, and may they keep their
places.

THE
THE BAND.

During the month of October we received our string instruments
from London, and since then we have been working hard to get an
Orchestra together of good standing. This, with the valuable assistance
of our Conductor, Mr. C. B. Hewitt, we have achieved. Our first appear
ance in public was on the 30th inst.., at a Concert given by the well
known B.A.D.S. The String Orchestra commenced the programme,
rendering several wellknown items which were thoroughly appreciated
by all. The Orchestra also accompanied the singers with very fine
The following are the members of the Buffs' String Orchestra :—
Conductor—Mr. C. B. Hewitt. Violins 1st Deck—Boy Catt, Boy
Rawlings. Violins 2nd Deck—Bdm. Stokes and Boy Manning. Cellist
Bdm. Chisnall. Principal Bass—Bd.Sgt. Barsetti. 2nd Bass—Bdm.
Edwards. Clarionet—L/Cpl.
Chisnall.
Oboe—L/Cpl.
Hewitt.
Cornet—Bdm. Hughes. Saxaphones—Bdm. Harper, Boy Brambleby.
Horn—Boy King. Timpani and effects—Bdm. Mann.

SEMIQUAVER.

SIGNAL NOTES.

We extend our heartiest congratulations to Cpl. Cox on his
appointment to L/Sgt., L/Cpl. Field to Corporal and Pte. Muncey and
Pearce to LanceCorporals.
Our young hands are progressing favourably as regards signalling,
but owing to t he number of parades they have not had much opportunity
of showing themselves up on the field of sport.
Things arc not very exciting at present, except perhaps the number
of caps one sees bowling along the ground, with tlieir unfortunate
owners about 200 yards behind searching for their cap badges.

Things we want to know.

Who sent " Jimmy " the P.C. and what was on it ?
Can Robbo give " Tips " on cleaning a Rifle ?
Can the M.G.'s keep quiet for half an hour ?
Did " Bump " like leaving the " Convalescent Home."
When are we going on leave ?
Why are the Football " couponites" Optimists ?

T.E.P.

Please remember to send your copy for the
January number by the 14th inst.

A

The Benevolent Fund.

N excellent account of the doings of this fund,
written for last month's issue, unfortunately
arrived too late for insertion. During October and
November the fund benefitted by the following :—
£ s d.
From " An old Buff "
0 0
,,
President, Corporals' Mess, Depot ..
2 2
,,
Regimental Golf Meeting, Totalisator
by Major Lee
15 3
„
Mr. T. J. Birrell
5 0
,,
P.R.I., 2nd Battalion found by Pro
vost Corporal
6 0
,,
Ditto. ...
3 9
„
Mr. Weekes
1 0
,,
Private Stocken, 2nd Battalion
0 0
And during tbe same period tbe following disburse
ments were made :—
£ s. d.
Pensions
50 14 0
Donation
5 0 0
Grant
6 10 0
1 12 6
to a widow
3 0 0
to help to get a job (purchase of tools) 5 0 0
1 0 0
1 0 0
to help an old applicant through the
winter
5 10 0
to help to get a job ...
1 0 0
to buy clothes and boots
2 0 0
towards cost of a surgical appliance
0 15 0
v.g. character, wife and three children
in great distress
1 0 0
as above
1 0 0
to purchase stock
2 0 0
to move invalid and family to healthy
spot. Now comfortable ...
2 10 0
to pay railway fare
0 6 0
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The Duke of York's
Royal Military School.
/^OPIES of the Regimental Records of the Buffs,
1572—1704, and 1914—1919, have been presented
to the Duke of York's R.M. School by the 2nd Battalion
The Buffs and the Committee of the Buff's History :
one set to be placed in the Boys' Library, and the
other for use in class. In acknowledging these, the
Commandant gives a short account of the School,
which, it is thought, may be of interest to your readers.
F.W.T.
*

*

*

*

" In case you have not heard much about the School,
it may interest you to know that it is situated about
three miles out of Dover in some 200 acres of ground,
has its own Chapel, Hospital, Swimming Bath, Gym
nasium, Vegetable Gardens, cricket grounds and over
20 football and hockey grounds.
The strength of the School is roughly 500 Boys
from the age of 10 to 19 years. There is no obligation
to enter the Army from the School, though most .boys
do.
To be the son of a soldier is the necessary
qualification to get into the School, admission having
to be between the ages of 9 to 11 years ; the Royal
Warrant of the School has recently been slightly
amended to allow Officers and exOfficers promoted
from the ranks to send their boys to the School (if
selected) provided that they were Regular noncom
missioned Officers. Parents (or guardians) do not
have to pay a single penny for a boy in the School.
All hoys stay till 15 or 16 years of age and 24 selected
boys stay till 19 years of age : these latter are trained
for the Army and have to give an undertaking to join
the Service. Some pass into the Royal Military College
or Royal Military Academy by means of War Memorial
Scholarships which enable picked boys of the School
to go to these Institutions and gain commissions.
Others gain commissions through the ranks (in the
past 298 Old Boys of the School have done so), others
become Instructors in the Army Educational Corps
or go into other branches of the Service.
There is a long waiting list at present, but each
application is considered on its merits, and selection
made of the most deserving cases ; it is therefore well
worth getting the boy registered on chance. This can
be done by writing to the Secretary, Duke of York s
Royal Military School, Dover, stating the boy's or
boys' age and asking for the necessary forms.
There are several very good appointments in the
School for Pensioners for which N.C. Officers may
register with a view to possible selection to fill a future
vacancy."
Roll of Boys whose fathers* served in the Buffs,
pupils at the Duke of York's Royal Military School,
Dover.
T. E. Brooks (the late Pte. C. E. Brooks).
C. A. and W. H. Cadman (the late Sgt. A. G. Cadman).
F. O. and J. H. Catt (Cpl. C. Catt).
G. T. Halsey (the late Lce.Cpl. C. Halsey).
A. J. McQuade (the late Dr. J. J. McQuade).
J. W. and S. H. Neame (the late Pte. J. Neame).
A. E. Port (the late Pte. A. E. Port).
W. J. Sandom (Pte. A. J. Sandom).
H. and H. W. Stevens (the late Pte. F. A. Stevens).
A. D. Woods (the late Pte. C. F. Woods).
*The fathers' names are shown in brackets.
WANTED.—The co-operation of every reader of
" The Dragon " to enable us to get into touch with
Old Buffs.
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Defence of Lock Bridge.
BY " B" COMPANY, 1ST BATTALION THE BUFFS,
25th November, 1917.
WAS looking through an old 1st Battalion calendar
and noticed the above action was mentioned,
so I thought that a few readers may be interested in
a brief description of what occurred there.
Captain V. N. Moss may recall those days, especially
after this action, when, during the festive season, he
joined in the old Xmas Carol " Noyelles—Noyelles.
a fine
place is Noy—yells."

I

whole night. During this shelling, rifle and Machine
Gun fire was heard from Lock Bridge. The commander
of No. 5 Platoon went to investigate the cause and
found that the enemy were making a determined
effort to take the bridge, also his Lewis Gun and Section
had been completely wiped out, either wounded or
killed. The Section in hut " D " were then brought
over to strengthen the one in the Chateau grounds,
also the Section at Coy. H.Q. was taken down by the
bridge. This little melee lasted until about midnight,
and I suppose the enemy then began to realize that
" The Buffs " were there so gave it up.
It was during this action that Captain Worcester
was mortally wounded, just outside Hut " A."
After things had quieted down, Coy. H.Q. was
moved over to the river hank at point " B," and patrols
were sent out in front to see if any enemy had crossed
the canal by the bridge near the wood " Quentin."
One patrol, consisting of Sgt MacWalter and Pte.
North made a very determined flanking movement on
a party of enemy near point " E," both rushed in
together, visions of V.C.'s, etc., only to discover that it
was three dead 'uns whom they had been stalking.

Discipline.
BY CPL. H. S. POLKINGHANE, 1ST BATTALION THE BUFFS.

ISCIPLINE is the foundation upon which the
superstructure of a military organization is erected.
D
Without it, the largest masses of men and material

are quite useless, and the most brilliantly conceived
tactical and strategical schemes impossible of execution.
Discipline, also is necessary in every walk of life,
and is the key to efficiency. To the civilian mind,
military discipline too often appears to be a conglomera
tion of petty tyrannies and restrictions. This is by no
means the case, however, it should rather be regarded
as the lubricant which oils the wheels of the adminis
trative machinery, thus enabling the whole organization
to run smoothly.
In short, it is discipline, administered with tact, and
tempered with discretion, that makes life in the British
Services so pleasant.

M m o i rig.

Well, to get back to this particular occasion, " B "
Company were in a position between the Escaut River
and the Canal, as shewn in the map attached. This
was the point they had to hold after " C " Company
had taken Noyelles on 22nd November, during the
Cambrai advance. Nos. 6, 7 and 8 Platoons were in
the position shewn and No. 5 Platoon (commanded
by Sgt. J. R. MacWalter) were detailed to look after
Lock Bridge. Coy. H.Q. in hut marked " A " .
No. 5 Platoon was put out as follows. The Lewis
Gun Section at point " C ", one Section in the grounds
of Chateau Thalma, one Section in the Hut marked
" D " and one section was kept at Company Head
quarters.
As is clearly shown on the map this Bridge was
a very important point, for if lost, it would have pro
bably caused the whole of " C " and " B " Companies
to be cut off.
During the afternoon of the 25th, the Germans
commenced shelling the huts where Coy. H.Q. were
and also the hiits and woods round Chateau Thalma.
This fire was very desultory and therefore did not
cause us to suspect an attack. The shelling increased
as it began to get dark and continued for nearly the
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can come out to time unless copy is sent in
by the date fixed

by the Editor.

I N
consequence

of

the

Christmas

Holidays,

Correspondents are earnestly invited to send
their MS. for

JANUARY,
not later than the 14th inst.
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BING'S
MINERAL WATERS
As supplied to the leading families of the
neighbourhood, the Officers' Messes, and the
principal Hotels and Ciubs
oo^

E, BING & SON
Chemists, and Mineral Water
Makers
— CANTERBURY

1I/E CATER

VV

FOR

SPORTS CLUBS

By supplying the VERY BEST

Sports Requisites
Mr. Secretary—May we quote you for
your Season's Requirements ?
St. Margaret's Street

FINN'S STORES C A N T E R B U R Y
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Phone :—81, Canterbury.

GEORGE BROWNING
BUILDER & CONTRACTOR
ST. GEORGE'S PLACE
CA^ZTsTTIEIRLBTTIR,^

J. GOODGER
.P(agtTQj@00ll |f
21

Havelock Street
Canterbury

Wedding, Christening and Birthday Cakes
Patronised by the
Sergeants' and Corporals' Messes of The Buffs

MAPPIN'S
t Campaign' & ' Aviator' Watches
JfHESE celebrated Wrist Watches, in stout silver cases,
are fitted with fully jewelled movements, compensated
balances, and luminous dials, and are thoroughly recom
mended for reliability under every condition of active service.
—
Write for fully illustrated Catalogue.
—

$The ''Campaign" Wrist Watch on
Pigskin Strap.—Silver £3:3: 0.

The "Aviator" Wrist Wateh with special
" serewin " dust proof movement.—
Silver £3 : 15 : 0

LONDON: 158162 Oxford St.. W.l.; 2 Queen Victoria St,. E.C.4.; 172 Regent Street, W.l.
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TELEPHONE 107

ESTABLISHED 1841

4^^

Telegrams:
" NINNES, HYTHE "

Telephone
26 HYTHE

GIBBS & SONS
General printers
42 & 43 PALACE STREET
CANTERBURY
BOOK and CATALOGUE WORK.

B. N^ES
^le&aCCtst

TYPE

SET

BY

MACHINERY

ESTIMATES

GIVEN

Established over 120 Years

H. & G. SIMONDS, Ltd.
Brewers, Wine & Spirit Merchants

READING

and
THE TAMAR BREWERY, DEVONPORT
Under same control and Management:—

MACKESON & Co., Ltd., SOUTH BERKS BREWERY Co., Ltd..
Hythe, Kent.
Newbury.
Unrivalled facilities for the Supply of NAVAL, MILITARY
and AIR FORCE CANTEENS and MESSES

Branch Stores and Offices
ALDERSHOT (MilitaryBranch)
Farnborough Street, Farn
borough, Hants.
BRIGHTON—(and for Seaford,
Horsham, &c.) 4 CastleSquare.
FARNBOROUGH — (and for
Royal Military and Staff
Colleges, Sandhurst) — Farn
borough Street, Farnborough,
Hants.
HASTINGS—51 Robertson St.
LONDON—32 York Road, Lam
beth, S.E. 1.
LUDGERSHALL — (and for
Andover and Salisbury Plain)
Tidworth Road.
OXFORD—30 Queen Street and
1 Cowley Road.
PUYMOUTHThe Tamar Brew
ery, Devonport, and 6 Thp
Octagon, Union Street, Ply
mouth (for Exeter & Western
District.
PORTSMOUTH—(and for Gos
port, Isle of Wight, Southern
District and Channel Islands—
33 Marmion Road, Southsea;
and 69 Hyde Park Road,
Southsea.
[Stores.
SALISB U RYFisherton Brewery

64,

SHORNCLIFFE (and for Chat
ham, Dover, Sandgate and
South
Eastern
District)
Mackeson & Co., Ltd., The
Brewery, Hythe, Kent.
SLOUGH (and for Hal ton Camp,
Windsor, Egham, Datchet,
etc.)—High Street, Slough,
SWANSEA—43 Orchard Street.
WOKING—(and for Chertsey,
Weybridge,
Walton  on 
Thames, Cobham, Guildford,
Bisley Camp, etc.) 88 Chert
sey Road.
WOOLWICH—(and for Colch
ester, Sheerness. Shoeouryness
and Warley) — 51 Artillery
Place. S.E., 18.
MALTA— 311 Strada Reale and
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 Right
Marina, Valetta.
'GIBRALTAR—Alameda.
BRUSSELS — 23 25, Rue des
Ateliers, BruxellesMaritime,
Bruxelles.
EGYPT, SOUDAN, PALES
TINE — Agent: Mr. J. B.
Caftari, Military Contractor,
Cairo.

W.

jpestgtter

HIGH STREET
HYTHE, KENT

66,

68

SAMSON

NEWSAGENT and TOBACCONIST
PERIODICALS

DELIVERED.

9 THE BORO\ CANTERBURY.

WILLIAM LEFEVRE, LTD.
Call attention to their departments for

HOUSEHOLD LINEN, DRAPERY,
FURNITURE, FLOOR COVERINGS,
BEDSTEADS and BEDDING
AND

COSTUMES, BLOUSES, MILLINERY
AND

Everything for Ladies' & Children's wear
There is a larger variety at lower
prices to be seen in the shops and
windows of William Lefevre, Ltd. in
Guildhall Street and Sun Street.
All prices are invariably the keenest
in the district and the courtesy and
attention given to customers by our
excellent staff make shopping here a
p l e a s u r e
.
.
.
.

Patterns, Quotations and Estimates are gladly sent
to enquirers. Carriage is paid on all goods and, post
orders have very careful attention

WILLIAM LEFEVRE, LTD
Guildhall & Sun St., Canterbury
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Rufus Castle, Portland.

T

HE Island of Portland has always been peculiarly
liable to attack from the sea, and from time
immemorial it has been garrisoned. The Ancient
Britains, the Romans, and the Saxons in turn made their
preparations here for the invader ; and in Norman times
towards the end of the Red King's reign, a fortress
known as Rufus Castle was erected on the east side of
Portland, the ruins of which still remain and are well
worth a visit.
The Keep, which formerly stood in a field, but is now
at the Cliff's Edge, has become a mere shell; it is of
unusual shape, pentagonal, and is cleverly constructed
of local stone. Its walls are over seven feet in thickness,
and are pierced with small circular loopholes for archers ;
hence the building is also known as Bow and ArrowT
Castle. The machicolated corbels, in groups of three
together, would have been utilised for hurling down
stones, melted lead, pitch, and other missiles.
Rufus Castle has figured
only once in English
history—in the Civil War wherein the Empress Maud
attempted to dethrone Stephen. The castle was the
King's and, according to William of Malmesbury, he
fortified it; but in 1142 it was taken by Robert, the
turbulent Earl of Gloucester, on behalf of his half
Sister the Empress. Maud was at this time closely
besieged in Oxford by Stephen ; but instead of going to
her help, Earl Robert captured Rufus Castle and also
other places in Dorset, which the King allowed to fall
into his hands rather than abandon the siege of Oxford.
The portions of the buildings which remain suggest
that the keep was originally of two stories, and perhaps
there were three, containing three small rooms, as this
was a common number. And it is reasonable to assume
that there were the usual substantial castlewalls with
their fortified turrets, enclosing an inner bailey and an
outer bailey, and a building near or adjoining the keep

for billeting the soldiers, and probably a small chapel.
The fortified gatehouse would have supplied quarters
for Officers, and the Keep itself, though the last retreat
of the garrison in times of war, would have contained
in times of peace rooms for the Constable of the Castle,
and perhaps for his wife, family, and servants. It is
true that the Keep at Portland is verj" small indeed,
contracted space was an unpleasant feature in Norman
fortresses ; they were not built for luxury, or even for
comfort.
The only known Constable, Warden, or Keeper of
Rufus Castle was Richard de Clare, 8th Earl of Clare
and also Earl of Gloucester and of Hertford, in Henry
III.'s reign ; and it would seem that he and his son
came to Portland and were attracted by it, for this son
Gilbert de Clare, obtained possession of the island from
the monastery of Winchester by exchange. Gilbert's
son, who succeeded him in his three earldoms and in
his estates, including Portland Manor, was also named
Gilbert de Clare, another great soldier ; he was killed
at the Battle of Bannockburn (1314) and in turn was
succeeded in the titles and estates by his sister Elizabeth,
known as the Tady of Clare, who endowed in the year
1336 University Hall, Cambridge, afterwards Clare Hall,
or College, and gave it a body of statutes in 1359. Her
niece married Edward III.'s son, Rionel, Duke of Clarence,
and their greatgranddaughter by marriage into the
York Ducal family became the grandmother of Edward
IV., and so the Island of Portland passed once more,
as in earlier times, into royal hands, and it remains
" the Royal Manor of Portland " to this very day, with
its own little Parliament (the Court Ueet) and with its
own peculiar corpus of local laws and customs.

Rufus Castle, Portland.

HERBERT PENTIN,
Garrison Chaplain.
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Some Reminiscences

(Continued).

BY COLONEL R. S. H. MOODY, C.B., LATE THE BUFFL.

I

T would be of interest, I believe, could I give more
names (in addition to those of the officers) who
commenced the 2nd Battalion's tour of foreign service
in 1876, but it is long ago, most of us are dead and too
many names have escaped my memory.
Patrick Murphy was still SergeantMajor and
remained so for some years after, receiving the meritor
ious service medal when he left. Grove was Q.M.
Sergeant, Fairley, paymaster sergt. He was Quarter
master in after years. Creeland was orderly room clerk
and both Grove and he were in the Canteen before
completing their service. Mrs. Creeland was well
known and she became cook to the officers' mess as soon
as the battalion became in a position to open one again.
DrumMajor Gleeson was a year or two later Colour
Sergt. of A Company and succeeded Murphy as Sgt.
Major*
When the battalion was in Limerick in 1874, it
found a detachment at Clare Castle. The barrack
sergeant there died a widower, leaving a pretty and
charming daughter and two fine boys. ColourSergt.
J oe Meredith of the detachment, a good looking fellow,
came to the rescue, married the pretty daughter and
enlisted the boys in The Buffs ; of these, John was
afterwards band sergeant and Alec died in Zululand.
Meredith himself, died, as garrison sergt.major of Hong
Kong. About the year 1890 I tried to persuade the
widow to send her own two boys to us, but she did not
hold with soldiering because " too many died." This
family was on the St. Lawrence as were the highly re
spected Dillon brothers one of which, Robert, succeeded
Gleeson as drum major. I was much interested during
the Chitral expedition of 1895 to find that the Lance
Sergeant Dillon we had with us was the son of one of
th£se; brothers,; I. forget which.
Drummer Tapp (a name so appropriate) was also on
bqard,/Drummer Billy Barton, then a boy, and Dundas
another, who when grown up was ColourSgt. of D.
Mrs. . Tapp was a Mullingar woman and one of the
very best, but I don't think she was on the strength
im '76, There was a married private, Thomas, on
board and Mrs. Thomas presented him with his second
child just at: the/tim£ oi the wreck Great care was
taken of her. and both mother and son survived their
experience.?
It is clean against the rules to have a baby on a
troopship and this was Mrs. Thomas' second offence,
her only other child,, little Tamar, having been born on
the, vessel of that name about ten years previously
and now here was little brother Lawrence.
Other names come to me. Sweeney was band
Master, Mulholland was at that time, I think, Gym.
. Sergeant, but he was ColorSgt. soon after. I can't
remember, if Flawn was still ColourSgt. of F in 1876,
but; anyhow^ hew:as Q.M. Sgt. after Grove. Bond was
officers' mess sergeant. .Like Meredith, he married the
pretty daughter, of a soldier (Sergt.Major Cornelius of
. . tke . West Meath. Militia) and enlisted his brotherinlaw
into the drums, who, though with us on the St. Lawrence,
/virus a very small boy; Bullen was " Flag " of A* Coy. ,
He had been well educated and was a Trinity. College
nqan, but beyond being .one of the best, cricketers, we
efter had; he did not: make 'good in the regiment later on.
MqStcdLonr original .did soldiers not regimentally
 effipioyed were: already^ in Mauritius, but we. had a few
wqth USF of theold lot. ;T%o old markers,:who, had
i served; albs.unim.aron,/the range with me were: excellent
#fej[lows ,if^;tlmst^^im Walsh and Jim Sydes, botb
J Brisk mens 

Baker, the Adjutant's servant, was a bit of a charac
ter, a cockney, I think, but he made a poem once all
about Kent so perhaps he came from there after all.
My own soldier servant was Henry Clover who had
been a recruit with me. He came from near Saltwood
and did not at all like accompanying me when I went
to Hythe. On being questioned, he told me that his
Mother considered he had disgraced her by enlisting
and was very angry so I went to see the dear old Kentish
dame in order to make the peace. She was a type of
the good old fashioned English Country woman, but her
ideas were 100 years out of date and she told me that
all the Clovers had. kept themselves respectable till now.
My servant went to the mounted infantry later on,
when the troublous times began and was promoted
straight from LanceCorporal to full Sergeant for a
very resolute and determined piece of work.
NATIVE TTOUBLES.

The battalion was not long at Capetown. There
were a lot of native troubles in the SubContinent at
this time and we were soon packed off to East London
to overawe the local Kaffirs. The place was only
a village at the mouth of the Buffalo river, which
stream was of no use as a harbour then owing to the
bar at its mouth. Ships stood out in the open sea and
their cargoes, human or otherwise, were worped over
the bar in battened down lighters. It was a most
seasicky business, for living freight, for the surf was
nearly always tremendous and many, who had success
fully defied the Bay of Biscay rendered up their accounts
at this place. We camped close to the mouth of the
stream and had good bathing and a little shooting. We
also found splendid friends in a detachment of the
D.C.L.I, which were there before us.
A notable amount of . wrecked steamers, etc., were
observed on the sea coast and we were solemnly assured
that it was a custom when old vessels were no longer
of much value to anchor them here and keep a watch
for the coming of one of the frequent SouthWesterly
gales. When it began to freshen, the Captains and
others went ashore to the pot house and, their ships
being driven on to the beach and wrecked, insurance
money naturally accrued. It often happened that some
of the crews left on board got ashore somehow..
East London, at the time of the Boerwar had been
improved into a very important port.
Christmas and New Year were spent.under canvass
here and early in 1877, native affairs haying quieted
down a bit, The Buffs embarked again, this time for
Durban, at that time a very small place, en route: to
more or less permanent quarters at Pietermaritzburg,
the Capital of . the Colony of Natal, but at this time,
little more than a small veldt town of two or three
streets, with a socalled Cathedral and a very large
market square which every Saturday was crowded
with the great oxwaggons of the neighbouring farmers
and settlers. <
Pietermaritzburg was, however;, a regiiUr permanent
garrison and the N.C.O.'s and men wete * quartered.in
circular huts with thatched rpbfs just .outride/the town
* where also were a few regimental buildings to accommo
date the usual institutions. and offices. The. officers
were given lodging allowance' and lived hi:hired cottages
in the town and their mess was started in, a fine.large
house with pleasant gardens and:stables,( theproperty
of. a/Mr. Scott. : The Subaltern of The dayr.ahdhe'alone,
slept with the:m^_in,.whati.w^/:^©^^a«;the^cket
room! '

~

*
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CHRISTMAS.

TO write of Christmas halfway through
November, is a poor task. Let it suffice
to say that the writer of this page wishes all Buffs full
enjoyment of the few days' holiday the Festival brings
and a speedy recovery from the excesses inseparable
from it.
*

*

*

*

KING FOG.

Meantime we have had our first
November Fog and it was well up to
Standard. Scientists and publicists have once again
paused in their lawful occasions to point out why fogs
descend upon us, but though they grow lyrical and
hysterical about it and join with Smokeabatement
societies, things as usual, remain much as ever they
did.
*

*

*

*

THE LORD
MAYOR'S
SHOW.

This annual free entertainment has
passed, but although an impresario of
international reputation was nominally
in charge of it, the rapid intervention
of a good old peasouper made the procession of gilded
coaches and chilly tableaux vivants a somewhat
obscure affair. At night, the turtle soup was duly
piloted beneath many an aldermanic waist.
*
*
*
*
THE
Practically all that can be said (barring
ELECTION, the actual results has already appeared
in the columns of the daily and weekly
press. The Dragon never worries about politics and
so the party cries and counter cries do not concern us
much in this place. But it is interesting to note the
old prewar over proof flavour of a Free Trade v. Pro
tection issue once again. How conveniently the warring
cliques have been brought into line in each party by
the old battle cries. Meanwhile, the shopkeepers
busily dressing their windows for the Christmas orgy
of buying are naturally perturbed. And where shall
we all be when it is over ?
sfs

*

sis

*

A CANDIDATE. An interesting candidate is that of Mr.
E. H. F. Morris who stands as the Con
servative nominee against the Independent Mr. Oswald
Mosley at Harrow. Officers who were at The Depot
in the great Coal Strike will recall Mr. Morris.
Although he belonged to the D.C.L.I. Reserve of Officers
fate brought him one evening to Canterbury where
he rapidly added to the gaiety of nations. He is a
former President of the Union Society of Cambridge
and an excellent speaker. There is no doubt that the
Election at Harrow will not lack piquancy and many of
Mr. Morris' old friends of the Coal Strike days will
wish him a cheery struggle against his redoubtable
opponent.
*

FIRE !

*

*

*

My usual difficulties have been increased
by the fact that the offices in which
I labour have recently suffered considerable damage
by fire and flood.
The result has been a chaos of
papers and any notes that may have gone to this page
are but charred paper.
Incidentally the fire burned perilously near the
scene of Major Tomlinson's ardous activities, but
I imagine that the Imperial War History is still intact.

OUT
THE DENTIST. I go now reluctantly and with a poor
grace to the Dental Surgeon's chair
where, with the usual grisly pomp and ceremony, the
last remaining ivory castle in my upper maxilla will
be roughly handled and discarded.
"No reasonable offer refused. Advt.".

Sparklets.
" This is one of my ancestors," she said, pausing
before a portrait. " He fell at Waterloo. Have you
any ancestors ? "
He suddenly remembered an uncle who had sole
charge of the front of a cinema show, and murmured:
" Er—yes, one."
" Did he fall anywhere ? "
" Not exactly : but I remember being told how,
clothed in full uniform, but unarmed save for a light
cane, he stood, before a gorgeous palace and kept a
howling, surging mob at bay singlehanded."
" Really ! How splendid ! "
" Oh, he thought nothing of it. Did it every night
for years."
*

*

*

*

A Christian, working for a Jew, asked for a rise,
and this was the reply :—
" You're not worth it. There are 365 days in the
year. You work eight hours a day, a third of twenty
four, so you only work 122 days. You don't work on
Sundays, so that's 52 days off, and leaves 70. A fort
night s holiday and four bank holidays reduce it to 52.
You don't work on Saturday, as it's our Sabbath.
Deduct 52 Sabbaths and the answer is nothing. Why,
you don't work here at all."
*

*

*

*

Two canny old Glasgow women who had not seen
each other for some time met one day, with the inevi
table result that pne invited the other to tea next after
noon. The appointment was faithfully kept. During
the gossip that ensued, Mary remarked to Martha,
" An' whaur dae ye worship on the Sawbath, naw,
Martha ? I notice ye hae left oor kirk ; hae ye jined
the Episcopale'ens, or soom sick fickle body ? "
Martha put on what the Scotch people call " canny "
look, and then intensely whispered : " Weel, for a
lang time I did gae tae the Methodist chapel an' sit in
the free pews ; but I left, and noo I gang tae the
Baptists, an' I pay wan and saxpence for a sittin'. But
ye ken, Mary, it's nae just sae extravagant as it luiks,
for I get half a pun o' tea an', a petticoat every winter."
*

*

*

*

A dear old lady, in London for the first time in her
life, saw a glaring sign on the front of a high building
which read": " The Smith Manufacturing Company."
"Lawks a mercy!" she remarked to her nephew.
" I've heard of Smiths all my life, hut I never knew where
they made 'em before.
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Pick of the Basket.
THE DRAGON.

Dear Sir,
In handing over the editorship of The Dragon to
you, may I express my gratitude to all Battalions and
The Depot; to all who have .subscribed to the paper;
to our advertisers, and to those who have so regularly
sent in their copy, for their generous support during the
past two years : without this cooperation, our circu
lation could never have reached the present figure of
2,500 monthly.
But, we must not forget that the aim of the paper
is to double, if, indeed, not treble this, and although
unsuccessful in reaching the 5,000 mark, I am still quite
confident that this will easily be attained, if indeed
not exceeded, with the support you will shortly be
receiving as the result of the 1924 campaign, in which
the County of Kent will be cooperating with us, towards
increasing the membership and utility of the Past and
Present Association.
Yours faithfully,
Bridge,
HENRY H. C. BAIRD.
Nr. Canterbury.
AN APOLOGY.

Dear Sir,
Right up to the last moment I had hoped ! But
I now regret to say I shall not he with you all at our
Dinner this year owing to illness. The Dr. (or M.O.)
is at present my C.O. and his orders must be carried
out. But I will be with you all in spirit and mind and
wish you a very happy, jovial and successful evening,
with the best of luck !
Yours sincerely,
A. j. RUSSELL,
EXNQ. 4487 Sgt., 2nd Battalion,

Late Staff Sgt.Major, Lancing College.

P.S.—I should like " Jack Baker " (late Sgt. Baker),
now a Postman in Canterbury, and who often comes
up to the Depot Mess, to know this please, if anybody
on the Staff sees him. Thanks. A.J.R.
NEWS OF AN OLD BUFF.

Dear Sir,
During a caravan tour in the summer, I came
across the postmistress at Fonthill Bishop, Wiltshire.
In course of conversation I learnt that the lady's son
was in the l /5th The Buffs.
Pte. Edgar Frederick Smith living at Fonthill Bishop,
Perth, W. Australia.
He was batman to Dr. W. H. Marshall, who was
attached to 1/5 Battalion. Mr. Smith is now steward
to a large club at Perth, Western Australia.
Dr. Marshall is now settled down at East Grinstead
where he is in practice.
Yours faithfully,
Cheltenham College,
R. V. PEARSON,
Officers' Training Corps.
Colonel.
A COMPLAINT.
Dear Sir,
I have a complaint to make. My son No. 6282122
enlisted on the 21st June, 1923, and his name has not
appeared in The Dragoon. You know how proud
we always were to see our name in the Duck. I get
The Dragon from him every month, and I pass it on to
the only other old Buff I know in the Town, No. 5984
Box, G. Coy., 1st Battalion.
I shall think of you all next Saturday night about
8 p.m. and drink the Health of the Buffs.
I regret I cannot attend as business calls. Wishing
you all the best of luck. Remember me to Drummy
Dixon, who I see is about the Depot.
Yours truly,
28 Albion Grove,
A. P. HILLS,
Colcjiester, Essex.
Late 3348 Sergt.

DRAGON
BOXING NEWS WANTED.

Dear Sir,
I have just been reading The Dragcm, and when I saw
the boxing report in it it called my mind back to J an
uary 12th, 1920, in Ireland—Fermoy, Co. Cork, at the
New Barracks when our brigade fought the Buffs, who
won. Could you get hold of the Names of the Men
who were Boxing, also their opponents on that date.
I should be very much obliged if you would let me know,
who was the runner up of the Light Weights Contests
and also other Weights.
I know one name was B. Overton of the Buffs if that
will help you.
Yours sincerely,
16 Conduit Place,
SGT. J. EALES,
Paddington,
Royal Field Artillery.
London.
THE BENGAL BABU.

Dear Sir,
A few months ago I saw a little ditty in The Dragon
entitled " The Bengal Babu." I dare say there are
still a few remaining that heard that old Ditty in India
in the seventies. It was composed by " Dare Carson "
a great entertainer in those days.
I now have the cheek and impudence to send you
what I call a parody on the Bengal Babu. If you can
find .space for it then many thanks.
With the best of good wishes to all Old Buffs.
Yours sincerely,
Clifton House,
SNOWBALL.
Monghyr E.I.R.,
India.
UNSTAMPED RECEIPTS FOR CHARITIES.

Sir,
The following extract (published in The Times)
from a pamphlet issued by the National Council of
Social Service may be of interest to your readers as
well as to the Secretary of the Past and Present Asso
ciation.
" The possession of a receipted bill (with a twopenny
stamp for £2 and upward) is legal evidence in the
event of anyone being sued for the second payment
of an account. With regard to donations and sub
scriptions to charities, the charity has no right to sue at
all, and therefore the possession of a stamped receipt
by the donor is unnecessary. The Commissioners of
Inland Revenue do not enforce any penalty for un
stamped receipts given by charities in the above case."
I am, Sir,
94 Piccadilly,
Yours faithfully,
London, W.
F. W. TOMLINSON,
Major.

How to get " The Dragon.19
pOR those wishing to receive the paper direct through the
post each month, the rates of subscription are :—
/ year <?/, 6 months
J months <?/.
Remittances should be sent io the Editor, Depot The Buffs,
Canterbury.

For Good Value.
Place your custom with the firms whose
names you find in the pages of The Dragon,
and kindly mention The Dragon.
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OOT
and
Mouth
disease has broken
out at St. Nicholasat
Wade near Birchington.
We understand that this
is the first case that has
appeared in Kent and we
hope that the infection
will not spread. The usual
orders have been issued
by the Board of Agriculture
restricting the movements
of cattle within a radius of
15 miles, dogs must be
lead and the East Kent
hunt is in danger of being
stopped.
Horses
can
apparently be moved with
out restriction and the
Shorncliffe drag hounds
continue to meet twice a week. It looks as if hunting
at the Depot will be confined to the drag till after
Christmas at any rate. They give one a very good ride
and turn out a field of fifty or sixty on most days. Mr.
Robin Tuke, who is at the School of Education at
Shorncliffe is usually to be seen riding a gunner horse
and wearing a crashed in bowler hat, but full of the
spirit of the chase. Mr. Hector Spear has been trying
various animals produced by local dealers and we hope
to see him in regular attendance before long.
The Depot is busy getting ready a Christmas panto
mine, but they miss the author and producer of last
year. It will have to be a New Year affair owing to
a delay in starting operations, and were it not for the
confidence we place in some of the old hands at the game,
we would not dare to put it on at all at such short notice.
We have no Barons part for Pte. Simpson, but there is
a good scene where the audience can enjoy his frolics
with Sgt. Beasley and Pte. Woods. C.S.M Mason
is a loss which will be hard to replace, but we hope to
get his assistance as a scene painter for a day or two.
Major Hardy and we hope, Major Tomlinson, are going
to appear.
Mr. Driscoll is unfortunately leaving the Depot and
the Officers' Mess must look out for another Mess
Steward. He is taking up the post of steward and
caterer to the Heme Bay Club and we congratulate
him on his good appointment. We have only the
Government to thank for his departure—the highest
wages will always secure the best men. Officers'
Mess Steward is, however, a good post, and admirably
suited for an exBuff with a pension. Anyone with
experience of this kind of work, would do well to write
to the Adjutant at once.
Pte. Bone has been ill with pneumonia, but is now
well on the road to recovery. L/Cpl. Kemp had to be
pulled out of the cook house to look after the horses
during the former's absence in hospital. The poor old
sportsground horse had to be shot the other day. Many
will remember the solemn procession of Pte. Steele
followed by " Mutt " from the stables to the football
ground. The horse had arrived at a great age and his
daily pilgrimage had become painful to behold.
The hound puppies are almost fully grown now and
very well they both look. L/Cpl. Kemp has taken great
care of them and the bitch puppy might take a prize
at any show if she fills out. There is an old saying :
" like master, like man " so perhaps she will fatten
rapidly.
We hear that Sgt. Crowne is to be posted from the
1st Battalion to the Depot to take Sgt. Clayton's place.
Mr. Willows talks of paying his own passage out to
Gibraltar.

HOCKEY.

November 7th. The Depot played the 43rd Light Infantry on the
Depot ground and lost 2—4. This was a very good game, but our
forwards lacked practice in the circle.
November 10th. The Depot played Wye College on the Depot
ground and lost 3—6.
November 14th. The Depot played 1st King's Own Royal Regi
ment on the Depot ground and lost 1—2.
The wet state of the ground proved a great handicap to both sides :
our team played well and were unlucky to lose.
N.G.W

FOOTBALL.

We have had a fairly good month, as since " The Dragon " last
appeared we have played four matches and we have won 1, lost 1 and
drawn 2.
Fate has, however, been very unkind to us, as besides losing four of
our team, who were drafted to the 2nd Battalion, we have had our
centrehalfback laid aside with diptheria and our insideright suffering
from a bereavement which prevented him playing.
However, we made the best of it and filled the positions with recruits
who put up a good show and will, in time, make good players.
Unfortunately, our loss was in the Charity Cup when we had with
our weak team to meet a strong team from Heme Bay in Heme Bay
United Services, a good clean, sporting side.

Cinque Ports League Depot v. R.A.F., Mansion.

A good game on our own ground, in which we missed many chances
of scoring and resulted in a draw 1—1. We ought to have won this
match, but we had a jolly good game in which the whistle was rarely
heard.

Friendly Depot v. St. Edmund's College.

A very good game played at St. Edmund's which we won 3—0.
The R.S.M. again tried his leg and played in the unusual position of
insideleft, but it would'nt last out a hard game.
The College, heartened by their supporters gave us no rest and our
dfence was often hard pressed, but we were comfortable winners in the
end.

Cinque Ports League v. 14th Battery R.F.A.

With out weakened team we were'nt very hopeful of success against
the Battery as they won the league last year and are stronger this year.
By sheer tenacity, however, we got away with a point, the result being
a draw one goal each, after one of the hardest fought matches played
on our own ground.
Each man of our team played well and some of them played like
two men, and we obtained a point against a team who had a better
team than we had.

Charity Cup v. Heme Bay United Services.

We lost this match on our own ground, 4—0, and HerneBay had
a better team than we had, although they were not 4 goals better.
However, they made the most of their opportunities and we did not
and that seems to be the whole of the story. We had rotten luck on
several occasions and that bad luck seemed to dog us all through the
game, but our conquerors were a good team, played a good clean
game, and had a perfect understanding, their left wing being particularly
good.
Two of their goals came from corners and one from a penalty for
hands.

Sergeants' Mess Notes.

PRACTICE DANCES.

November is invariably a lean month for news, and this year it is
particularly so. All eyes appear to be turned just at present towards
the Political horizon, but hush !—we must not chinwag on such
matters publicly. All the same we've got our opinions on the matter,
especially one old Beetle who shortly goes to Pension and has the
Unemployment Question very much at heart, as, at the present moment,
he can see no prospect of any work offering itself except that of going
round with a barrow with toy balloons and paper windmills.
That palls to mind a fact we did not mention last month. We had
dear old Mockey Boarer down from London to see us. He did look well
and is now getting on finely, albeit for the first few months after leaving
the Service he could not find work for love or money. And that word
"love" recalls to mind that Comrade Mockey is "engaged" and
intends leading his bride to the altar this Yuletide. All power to your
elbow, Mockey ! ! The writer will always be prepared to stand God
father for you old pal.
This month's shoot resulted as follows .—Silver Spoon
Sgt.
Aneos ; Wooden Spoon : Sgt. McWalter, D.C.M., M.M.
We have been holding our Whist Drives and Dances every fort
night, but they have become so popular that we have had to fall in
with the general desire of our friends who roll up for that function
and that is to hold them every week. Most suitable and really valuable
prizes are given for ladies and gentlemen, and C.S.M. Love (our Presi
dent) is to be commended for his excellent choice of such presentations.
Really excellent tea sets and every conceivable kind of crockery had
been chosen by him. " Nipsy " won one set, and has packed it up in
cotton wool and stored it away ready for the day when the glorious
wedding bells shall peal out. There's just one more piece of "Crockery "
he'd like to have, (it's generally hidden from view), and he has strong
hopes of such a prize being put up one of these days.
On the 6th November, Mrs. Dare and Miss Evans won the 1st and
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2nd ladies' prizes respectively, and R.Q.M.S. Ings and R.S.M. Dare
similar awards in the gentlemen's class. Booby Frizes; Mrs. Vaughan
and Sgt. Osborne.
On the 13th, Mrs. Smith (wife of "/oc& " Smith of the R.E.'s)
and Q.M.S. Newbry, C.M.A. (acting as a lady) came off victors,
and C/S. Edwards and C.S.M. Love won the others.
R.Q.M.S. Ings and Sgt. Rowe (acting lady) secured the Booby prizes.
On the 20th November, Mrs. Smith again collared the first lady's
prize and Miss Darby (N.A.A.F.I.) came second. We were all very
pleased to see Miss Darby amongst us and hope she will often come
along now and essay to carry off most of the awards. Dear old Sid
Sutton and Mrs. Gale (R.E. Dept.) won the gentlemen's awards.
R.S.M. Dare and Mrs. Dare carried off the Booby Prizes. That
was an experience indeed for the S.M., ashe generally gets such topping
scores and you can bet your boots he had to put up with no small amount
of chipping.
You must forgive our Notes being scanty this month, Mr. Editor,
please, and we might add almost uninteresting, but we have not only
left them late (for which we are sorry) but we are short of material for
foundation work. One of these days we'll come out of our shell and
endeavour to send in some real good stuff worth publishing.
W.M.S.
The R.S.M.'s Practice Dances are still continuing and are proving
jolly affairs, and will we hope be jollier still as in the future they will be
followed by a whist drive, and in preparation the technicalities of whist
are being discussed very heatedly.

BOXING.

Boxing for the Inter Section Shield and medals, is taking place on
the 19th and we are looking forward to some good " scraps."

Things we want to know.

Who was the genius who arranged the Regimental Dinner on the day
Tottenham Hotspur played the Arsenal ?
Are there any Arsenal men in the Depot ?
Answers to " What we want to know." of October.
In continuation of your Dragon dated October, 1923,1 am to inform
you that Pte. Shelton (C.F. D.F.C. and C.G.S.) is serving with his proper
Battalion.

PRIVATES' DANCE.

A.G.E.H.S.D.F.C.

The privates of the Depot held the first dance of the season (I mean
the Privates' season) on the 26th of October in the Garrison Gymnasium.
There was a large gathering over two hundred people honouring us with
their company, and the majority of them staying until the very end.
On this auspicious occasion it was necessary to promote one of the
Bandsmen to officiate as B.M., as the permanent B.M. wished to take
part in the festivities. The choice fell on Private Wise, so we had to
call him Sir that evening, he only burst two buttons off his tunic, but
he said that was the richness of the beer that caused that, not pride.
The rendering of " Honey Love " was splendid and the band deserve
mention for the way they carried out their part of the programme.
Twnetyfour dances and nearly every one encored, not a bad evening's
enjoyment.
At two o'clock, came the time to go home, some poor little damsels
unfortunately had to go unaccompanied. This was hard, but we only
had 48 privates in the Depot.
On the 30th, in all probability, we shall have another dance at the
same time and in the same place.
CYCLOPS.

The best of all.

Whilst on the train from Tidworth Penning to
Portland, three worthy stalwart Buffs, each began to
relate which of them had the best souvenir from the
' miniature warfare,' whilst on manouvres. These
three consist of two Englishmen and one Irishman.
First Englishman : "I have five cartridges (blank)
which helped us to win that great fight on Sidbury
Hill."
2nd Englishman : " Ah ! that's nothing, I've got a
horse shoe, which came off the General's horse when
we, were advancing."
" And you, Mc Mullion," the Irishman was asked,
" What have you got ?"
" Bejazzes," said the Irishman, " Indeed I have a notion
you can't beat this !" And he produced a Knife,
Fork and Spoon, each marked with N.A.A.F.I.

The Bengal Army,
TUNE

BENGALLI BABU.

Toomi bolchi, " Damn the Hun/'
Ami bolchi, " Bring the gun,"
And to battle I will lead
j
Bengal's Army to brave deed// 1
When the canon is roaring loud/
.
Bengal's sons will then feel proud,
With dooties flying
they will charge
German Army now at l&fge.
:'
Hither and thither we will go
With umbrella open to the show,
British soldiers make the shoot,
Bengal's Army make the loot!
Arriving at firing line in force
\
Running, screeching get much hoarse,
" Jol am khabo," said every man,
But General shouted, " Don't care damn!"
Then the bugle's voice, was heard,
" Rightaboutturn" we passed the word,
" By the right wing, Major Chunder Bose,"
" Juldi bhago, the Huns are close."
When shot and shell came screeching by,
" Baprabap " we all did cry,
" Judgement day has come at last,
" Bhai pray to Kali, or all is lost."
Bepin Behary's legs were shot,
I said, " Bhai, never mind for that,
" Bring one palki, juldi soon,
" With Gunga pani and one spoon."
But just came one scroundrel Hun
With big mouth open and with gun,
Talking German something said,
Shot poor Bepin through the head.
Bewildered, I then ran with fright,
Shaking unbrella with all my might,
Then came bullet from the behind,
Hors de combat, I lost my mind.
Next morning, I with frightful thought
Sees myself lying on hospital cot,
Crying, screeching with much the pain,
Nurses coaxing, all in vain.
Doctor come with big, long knife,
" Baprabap, where is my wife,"
With something tying to my head
Making sleep like I was dead.
Three months anon I was come back
From Bengalli Army, got dead sack,
Offered puja to Kali Mai,
Rejoiced with sisters and with bhais.
Never will I fight
again
For King and Country and get slain,
But Viceroy's Council I will join,
And in my country make much coin.
To Belati country I will go
Make loud speeches with much show
Star of India then must get,
After that, don't care damn for death!
SNOWBALL.

Thanks very much.

The following have very kindly renewed their
subscription to 2 he Dragon at the higher rate of 15/
per annum :—
Major M. Beevor, D.S.O.
Captain S. J. F. Maiden.
F. R. St. John, Esq.

Safety First.
Musketry Instructor to Recruit.—" WThat is the first

thing you do when you clean a rifle ?"

Recruit.—See its your own—Sergeant."
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Personal Hygiene.

lHIS term is used to denote the attention that should
be paid to one's personal habits : habits acquired
might be either for good or bad : they shape the course
of life and determine whether an individual is to enjoy
good health or be predisposed to disease.
A soldier—by the very nature of his work and
surroundings—easily acquires habits more so than a
civilian. These I shall deal with under the following
headings:—
EATING.
Soldiers generally eat far too quickly and give
insufficient time for proper mastication of food : one
finds many soldiefs suffering from indigestion as they
advance in years. Eating must be slow and deliberate,
carefully chewing all food before it is swallowed. A
young soldier should eat plentifully and an old soldier
proportionately less.
DRINKING.

Excess in alcoholic beverages and intemperate
habits speedily decrease a soldier's efficiency : it deadens
the brain when quick thinking and decision are es»sential,
interferes with the functions of the internal organs,
lowers the vitality and rapidly sends men into premature
decay. In stating this fact it must be borne in mind
that it refers only to EXCESS and not when alcoholic
beverages are taken in moderation.
There is nothing like pure wholesome Adam's ale :
it is the cheapest, healthiest and most universal of
beverages: it should be consumed slowly—preferably
after each meal—and not swallowed in one draught as
is so often done. Here is a good recipe for a healthy
drink suitable for either the water bottle or the dinner
table:—
Place some crushed or fine oatmeal in a howl
(about a quarter of its capacity) and fill up with
cold water. Gently stir up the oatmeal and then
allow to settle. When well settled, pour off the
fluid leaving the oatmeal in the bowl. Add some of
the juice of a lemon and a little sugar to taste, and
you have a drink that is not only a thirst quencher,
but healthy, refreshing and energising.
SMOKING.

It is said on high authority that no person should
smoke until the age of twentyone, and even then only
in strict moderation. The soldier is an inveterate
smoker of—to use his own term—Coffin nails. A
particularly dangerous habit prevailing in the army
is smoking on an empty stomach between the hours of
reveille and breakfast time; the disease known as
V.D.H. is in practically every case attributable to this
habit.
If a man wants to smoke, it should take place after
a meal and for preference a pipe should be used in the
place of cheap gaspers. If it can be done without en
tirely, so much the better. The excessive smoking
habit is the worst of all the bad habits to overcome,
but strong willpower will cure it.
SLEEPING.

The mind requires adequate rest equally with the
body. If possible a regular hour should be cultivated
for retiring to bed, so that from seven to eight hours
good sleep is obtained. The barrack room bed is a
particularly healthy one, and prevents curved backs
and rounded shoulders so commonly met with in
civilians who coil up nightly in feather beds. For
refreshing sleep there must be adequate ventilation
and men ought not to sleep with the head covered up.
When under canvas or bivouac, take great care
that no dampness from the ground reaches the body :
this depends entirely on the method of making one's
bed : assuming only a ground sheet, blanket and great
coat are available, the following method is as good as
any :—
Selecting a suitable position lay the ground sheet:
wind the blanket round the body whilst standing up,
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thus giving additional covering and protection: lie
down, and raising the legs cause the bottom portion of
blanket to Swing under the feet: cover the shoulders
with the great coat, lay your head on the valise and
sleep like a top.
CLEANLINESS.

If the body is allowed to go unwashed, dead scales
adhere to the skin and in combination with dirt fill up
the pores and prevent the free action of the skin glands
thus rendering useless one of nature's methods of freeing
the body from impurities.
This causes excess of work to be thrown on the
kidneys, lungs, etc., which organs in < time become
diseased. A hot bath with plenty of .soap is therefore
essential at least once a week : a shower or cold sponge
down every morning—providing the temperature per
mits—is an excellent tonic to the skin and most invigora
ting.
Men ought not to bathe either fasting or immediately
after a hearty meal: the best times are early morning
after a cup of coffee and biscuit, or about one and a half
hours after breakfast.
THE TEETH.

A soldier always has good teeth on enlistment,
but it is surprising how he neglects them. The average
civilian takes greater care of his teeth than the average
soldier. Every soldier is supplied with a tooth brush
free, hut I am convinced its use is applied in many cases
to putting paste on brass buckles rather than paste on
teeth. This is a bad habit, as if the teeth are not
regularly cleaned, they are attacked by .organisms and
soon begin to decay and torture the owner. Teeth are
pearls of great price and should be so treasured and
looked after.
Dirty arid bad teeth are not only unsightly, hut
are the primary causes of many dreadful diseases
and complaints associated with the stomach.
THE NAILS.

Great attention must be paid to the cleanliness
of the finger and toe nails : dirt under the finger nails
is readily convejed to food. Cooks should he daily
inspected by the Master Cook to see their hands and
nails are perfectly clean. If the toe nails are not kept
well trimmed they begin to grow inwards and trouble
with the feet has commenced.

The Unknown Warrior.
SILENT Comrade in thy grave
Whom beneath the earth is lain,
O
For God and Man doth guard and guide,

The Heroes name in a Nations' Mind.
Let not the Unknown he forgot,
As a Soldier in his grave he lies,
He was ready, yes, was ready
To face the Enemy's deathly blows.
There, beneath the cold Black Slab,
Lies an Unknown Hero through and through,
So let us each and everyone unite,
In reverence to our Comrade Pray.
O, Silent Brother, in thy tomb
Is a Mother's Son who still Unknown,
Who. gave his life that we may live,
For King and Country gained his name.
Sleep on, Sleep on, O mighty one,
As not a better place be fitted thee.
For another Mighty Victory thou, wilt win,
When thou art called to the great beyond.
Written and Composed by ExPte. Walter Sagar, Late
8th and 1st Battalion, The Buffs,, .
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The Street of Adventure.

H

BY CAPTAIN H. H. C. BAIRD.

OW it came about that I had the audacity to walk
into Fleet Street and start a weekly paper with
borrowed capital of £250 is best told by relating the
story which led up to it. Here it is.
For reasons which I need not go into, I had under
taken work under the Ministry of Pensions and had
become a maniac on affairs relating to exService
men. I could think and talk of nothing else, so it was
not surprising that when travelling down with a friend
to my home and incidentally that of the J ews—in
other words Brighton, which thanks to air raids, had
attracted every Jew from the East End—I should have
talked of nothing else but pensions, etc. It was whilst
steaming into Brighton Station that my friend turned
to me with the following words —
" Do you know, Baird, I have only met one other
Government official like you, and he got the sack."
" Exactly" I replied" and I've got mine this
afternoon.
*

*

*

*

So that's that, hut it in no way interfered with my
enthusiasm, and having realized to the hilt that the one
thing above all others required at that time was pub
licity on pensions and all other matters relating to the
welfare of ExService men, the idea of running a paper
surged through me.
At that time, the pensioner knew next to nothing
in regard to what he was entitled to, and those working
on his behalf, both officials and voluntary workers, had
not the slightest idea as to what they could give him :
and of course the scale of awards and provisions for the
pensioner in general were all grossly unjust. Also
the many exService organizations that had come into
being to fight for justice, were all quarrelling amongst
each other like cats and dogs and being raided by self
seeking politicians.
So it will be seen that there was an amusing and
intensely anxious time awaiting whomsoever should
choose to be the idiot to start a paper. I was the idiot
and remained so, for a period of two years at the end
of which 14/7 remained of the £3,000 capital subscribed
to the paper by the generosity of friends who had the
true welfare of the disabled at heart, and who never
looked to the return of the money they so generously
subscribed.
In bringing out my first number, I had the assistance
of one with a certain amount of experience of news
paper work, but it was mainly left to me to get the
copy, and all the advertisements without which we
could not expect to last more than a fortnight at the
most.
In regard to copy, there was little difficulty, and
I shall never forget the kindness accorded me and which
enabled my first number to include articles by The
Honourable Lady Haig, Mr. John Galsworthy, Lt.
General Sir Edward Bethune, Mr. Edgar Wallace and
many others. My canvassing for advertisements
I will deal with later as here I want to tell a little story
about the cartoon which appeared on the outside cover
of our first number.
This represented an old, old, soldier, stone blind,
wearing his medals, and selling matches in the street,
and the captions underneath it were " Never Again,"
meaning of course that the policy of our paper was to
insure that no exService man, except through fault
of his own, should have to resort to begging as was so
often the case after previous wars. How far we were
successful in that part of our campaign, the situation
today, alas 1 tells its own sad story.

Now this cartoon, gave such offence to a certain
person very much before the public eye at the present
time and to whom we sent a specimen copy in the
hope he would send us a subscription, that he wrote to
us in the strongest possible terms expressing his disgust.
To this we replied explaining what was meant with the
result, that we immediately received a cheque for five
guineas, together with best wishes for our continued
success. How I suddenly received a cheque for £500
will be told later.
(To be continued).

Some Reflections.
BY JACKY JACKY, LATE 2ND BATTN.

F T is remarkable how our memories became refreshed
* when conversing with old Chums. Carry your
thoughts back to Ekowe, those of you who can, and
picture two little mites of Drummer hoys escorting
two native prisoners out of Fort Ekowe by means of
ropes made fast round the prisoners' necks, and sacks
tied over their heads. Alas ! one of the two (Mortimer)
succumbed to enteric, the remaining one, if what I hear
be a fact,—has grown upward and outward and, if
serving at the present time, Would require a goodsized
waistbelt. I refer to Jack Cornelius, but I hope when
we meet he will he in his slippers.
Windup.

Whilst inarcerated at the Fort we had the mis
fortune to lose one of our mounted men on Vedette
duty and on account of this and the number of Zulus,
amounting to impious passing, the occupants of the fort
were extraordinarily alert, especially on very dark nights.
It was the duty of an N.C.O. of the mounted nucleus
to visit the horses nightly in the trench, and on his exit
at the gate for the sentry to pass the word, " Man gone
to visit the Horses.'' One very dark night an individual
of large dimensions and appetite sought to visit the Cook
House under this plea, but, on crawling back like a dog
on all fours, mistook the road of safety, the consequence
being he was taken for a Zulu or a quadruped. The
sentries on the parapet were straining their eyes to
discover its identity. To make sure, they ques
tioned one another. At last one fired. The whole
garrison was aroused, and independent firing at the
supposed Zulu carried on till the culprit, feared of his
life, sank in a prone position, and shouted at the top of
his'voice "Cease Fire." The culprit, having been
brought in under escort and examined, escaped punish
ment by the skin of his teeth by making a very plausible
At a later date, and on a similar night as tonight,
the garrison was again aroused. The sentries on the
North side of the Fort had their attention drawn to
what appeared to be a bobbing up and down of heads.
The first to discover this intrusion within the precincts
of the trenches was Private Gardiner, of . " A " Coy.
As before, the sentries held a conversazione on the
question, many were doubtful as to whether it was
human heads or not. Gardiner, however, was obdurate,
and let rip at the objects he supposed them to be. The
whole garrison carried out Independent firing for some
considerable time, but, seeing that there appeared
to be no dead beings about, and that the supposed heads
were still bobbing, the "Cease Fire" was ordered,
and an N.C.O. and file of men sent out to investigate.
Climax. A pair of bluejackets pants, or part of a pair,
hanging on a line at the Naval Cook House riddled. The
owner was tried and flogged.
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The 4th Battalion.
SITTINGBOURNE COMPANY.
— r S — r | 1 H E detachment must be
/ T
complimented on getting
>^g4'
vT through the 1st Round of the
\
Am
/§J Sittingbourne Charity Cup against
/ fill
11
Murston Social, whom we beat
2—1, and we are now looking
forward for the 2nd Round draw.
Since our last issue of The
Dragon, we have improved our
play in the Football League,
Div. II., (Sittingbourne of course)
for we have been able to field
a very strong eleven in our last
three or four matches, and one
of our hardest games was with the
Junior Apprentices at Sheppey,
where we drew 3 all, but the
Junior's should think themselves
lucky in drawing in the last five
minutes, especially as they are
one of the smartest teams in the league. On the 10th
of November, we journeyed to Faversham to meet
the Southern Railway who had fielded their strongest
eleven in the hopes of reaping a good goal average, but
at the end of the 90 minutes play, they had to be
contented with a draw of 2 all and the remarks on the
improvement of the team since the beginning of the
season.
On Sunday, 11th November, Armistice Day, the
detachment had two parades to honour the comrades
who had sacrificed all during 1914 to 1918, the morning
parade being held at the Cenotaph and about 40 other
ranks wure present under Captain D. J. Dean, V.C.
The afternoon parade, consisted of a march composed
by all local bodies who had assembled at the Ivy Leaf
Club and then proceeded to the Queen's Picture Hall,
where a Memorial Service was held, between 30 and 40
other ranks were also present for this parade, under
Captain Dean V.C.
On Saturday, December 15th, 1923, the l/4th
Buffs will hold their ReUnion at the Drill Hall, St.
Peter's Lane, Canterbury, full particulars can be had
from Sert.Majors Taylor and Wood at the Drill Hall,
Sittingbourne, as we are desirous of again getting a
good number to make the journey, and let old comrades
see that Sittingbourne are well represented as in previous
years.
THE WEALD COMPANY.
The Company paraded on Armistice day at Cran
brook. Colonel Lord Goschen, the Honorary Colonel,
attended. After an inspection at the Drill Hall, the
Company, headed by it.s Drums, marched to the Parish
Church for the special service. The Cranbrook School
O.T.C. was also on parade. After the service, the
troops fell in in the Market place. Lord Goschen then
presented Territorial Efficiency medals to Sgt. P.
Hooker, L/Sgt. F. Read, Corpl. W. Leaver and L/Corpl.
F. J. White and afterwards addressed the Parade. He
referred to the pleasure it gave him that his first duty
as Hon. Colonel should bring him to the Weald Company,
the successors of the 5th Battalion, in which he served
for 30 years and in which his son served. He asked
all those serving, to let the long and distinguished
service of those N.C.O.'s he had just decorated be an
example to them, and he trusted in due course many
more would serve long enough to earn the same distinc
tion. Lord Goschen then inspected the School O.T.C.
under Captain H. S. Saunders, M.B.E., and compli
mented them on their soldierly bearing. The Company
then marched to Goddards Green, where wreaths

were laid by the Hon. Colonel and by the Company
on the War Memorial, in Memory of the men of the
5th Battalion who fell.
We are particularly indebted to Colonel Borton for
lending his lorry to convey the Yalding Platoon to
Cranbrook. This saving of hired transport is accept
able at a time when our funds have been heavily drawn
on for putting our Drums in thorough repair. In this
connection, the highest praise is due to the Drums
for the excellent show they put up on this, their first
appearance at the head of the Company. They were
very good indeed.
It was a great pleasure for the Weald Company to
have the following Officers on parade :—Major E. B.
Burns, Captain E. Scott, D.S.O., Lieut. D. V. Coote.
These notes have to go to press before the Company
parade at Horsmonden on Sunday, the 18th.' The
people of Horsmonden were good enough to postpone
their special service until the following Sunday in order
that the Horsmonden platoon could parade at Cranbrook
on Armistice day.
The annual Supper and Concert will take place at
Horsmonden at a date shortly before Christmas. Full
details will be issued in due course.
Considerable enthusiasm was shown by the Company
this year in the competition for the Lewis Gun Challenge
Cup. This trophy is held by Sergt. W. Cooper, but
passes to Corporal Roberts. The results were in all
cases good. Pte. Burden's thoroughness is worthy
of note.
The examination, which commenced last year, was
increased considerably on this occasion, and it is hoped
that more range practices will be fixed next year.
We would particularly ask our 4th Battalion
Correspondents to let us have their Copy for
January by the 14th inst.
Regimental Gazette.

DISCHARGES.

6281694 Pte. W. A. Weekes, struck off the strength w/e from 19—10—
23, having enlisted into Reg. Army (Hussars of the Line).
6280906 Pte. F. J. Bennett, ditto w/e from 151023 having en
listed into the Royal Navv.
6281256 Sgt. R. Gifford, 6281849 Pte. A. Atkins.

TRANSFER.

6280813 Pte. C. Bocutt, transferred to No. 2 EL Company Cinque
Ports (Fortress) R.E. Dover and is struck off the strength w/e from
9/11/23.

REENGAGEMENTS.

6281442 Sgt. F. Hayward, reengaged for a further period of four
years as from 231123.
628C569 Sgt. W. Cooper, ditto for three years as from 151123.
6280489 Sgt. H. Sutton, ditto for one year as from 41023.
6280718 Pte. V. S. Eves, ditto for one year as from 301123.
6280749 Pte. H. May, ditto as from 261023.
6280802 Pte. R. A. Williams, ditto as from 251023.
6280419 Pte. R. F. Barden, 6280564 Pte. W. Sands, 6280563 Pte. A.
Barham, 6280716 Pte. G. Comfort, 6280717 Pte. A. G. Golding, re
engaged for a further period of one year as from 23823.
6280707 C.Q.M.S. B. Wisdom, 6280432 S/Dmr. H. Tripp, 6281355
Dmr. C. Sheaff, 6281354 E. Rich. reengaged for a further period of
one year, as from 18/10/23.

ENLISTMENTS.

The undermentioned men having joined are taken on the strength :—
6282232 Pte. E. Rolls, 6282230 Pte. E P. Venn, 6282229 Pte. S. G.
Collins.

How YOU Can

Help.

We would appeal to all readers to back,
whenever and wherever they can, the firms
which are backing The Dragon with their
advertisements. These houses are all of high
reputation ; they display sound commodities;
and provide the best sources for your Christmas
Shopping.
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Canterbury Volunteers.
(The following are the concluding stanzas of the MS.
found in an old chest by Mr. Henry R. Plomer, and
believed to have been the property of his grandfather who
belonged to the Canterbury Militia and who died in 1844.
Mr. Plomer hopes that through " The Dragon " he
may be able to discover the name of the author and some
thing about the history of the poem).

" Here are three patterns or the newest taste,
" One short, one long, one narrow in the waste,
"Chuse which you please, no longer make delay,
" But haste, and shine in uniform array.
"A regimental suit, cockade and sword,
" Is all we want, upon my sacred word.
" And if you fix on scarlet dy'd in grain,
"With all . my he&rt I'll spy Amen again."

r

ATE in the field, but not the least for fame,
J Two Martial Youths, athirst for glory came ;
RIDOUT and GILL, two sons of great Apollo,
Where danger threaten'd where they Dared to follow
Tho' bound apprentices—to Physic bred,
Forth from the shop each young Machaon fled,
Draughts, Bolusses, Emuslions, Apozems, and Pills,
Tho' Sovereign remedies for human ills—
Are .uncompounded now, not worth your care,
Despised is all the Apothecary's ware.
In drugs and doctors Stuff, let dastards deal,
'Tis their's to learn to wound, and not to heal,
These and a number more promiscuous Came,
The same their motives, and their worth the same.
There is a Plat within the Church's bound,
Where every evening all the summer round,
Right reverend Prelates, used at Bowls to play,
For exercise to keep disease away,
For epicures may say, what'er they Please,
Still pampered Idleness, begets disease.
On tins green spot each eve our heroes met,
An hour or two before the Sun was set,
To exercise their Arms, to hold debate,
And fix on proper plans, to save the state.
There in the midst convened the Warrior's stand,
Head above head, a formidable band,
One straight, one square, one limping and awry,
A Mess, a medley, of Variety,
One short, one tall, one lean, another fat,
That pressing this, and this repressing that.
Till POWELL stretching forth his mighty paw,
Call'd all to order, and was heard with awe,
" Gentlemen Soldiers, gallant Volunteers,
" Give your attention, lend me all your ears,
"Ye Men of Kent, whose courage is well known,
" Your great Forefathers' Valour and your own,
" Immortal Heroes, and unconquered band,
" The boldest, bravest Britons in the land,
"Now is the time to prove your glorious boast,
" Behold our Foes are landing on our Coast.
" Prepare to fight, to conquer, or to die,
" Let each man girt his Sword upon his thigh,
" But say my valiant Soldiers, say shall I
" Your Sergeant, march without a soldiers' Coat,
"Clad in garment hardly worth a groat?
" Will you go move in battle dressed like men,
" Turned out from home, they know not why nor when,
" In different Colors, black, red, white and blue
" Like a wild Irish ragamuffin Crew ?
" Forbid it every Military Power,
" Now is the time, and this the very hour,
" To chuse your regimentals and agree
"What stuff, what form, what Color they shall be,
" For uniformity in every Corps is wore,
" Its half the battle boys—I'll say no more.
Forth stepp'd Moss, and having said " amen,"
Stood up on tiptow, then began again,
" Gemmon—I second Serjeant Powell's motion,
" He's a good fellow I like his Notion,
" 'Tis time our Regimentals should be made,
" And heres a number of us of the trade,
" True hearts as ever cabbag'd Cloth, or stole
" Or sowed a Seam, or stitched a button hole.
" Give but the word, we'll fit you in a trice,
" In the best manner, at the lowest price,

The Rage Way.

L

T. ,and Q.M. D. Rage meets No. 36487 v Pte. E.
Veryman.
*
*

*

*

*

Q.M. : " Good morning, Pte. Veryman.

I'm delighted
to see you. No, do'nt bother to explain yourself.
My organisation prides itself on previsualising,
so to speak, all who may require its services."
Pte. E. V. : " That is indeed a welcome, Mr,. Rage.
By the way, charming as this Louis Seize chair is,
might I trouble you for another cushion ?"
Q.M. : "Why certainly, Pte. Veryman, pray forgive
my remissness."
Pte. E.V. : " Not at all, Mr. Rage."
Q.M. : " And now, to what do I owe the pleasure of
this visit ?"
Pte. E.V. (somewhat confused) : "I hardly care to
tell you— "
Q.M. : "Do not hesitate to confide your difficulties
to me, Pte. Veryman. That is what I am here for."
Pte. E.V. : "Well, the fact is, I have somewhat
seriously damaged the seat of my trousers."
Q.M. : " The private misfortunes of our customers
concern us most deeply, Pte. Veryman. The
injured garment shall at once receive careful atten
tion. Meanwhile, have yon seen round my store
room ?"
Pte. E.V. : " I have indeed, Mr. Rage, and I have
chosen Boots ankle pairs one, sticks button two,
puttees pairs two, jars rum full two, jackets S.D.
two, and Friends Soldiers' one gross.
Q.M. : " Delighted to hear that your choice has been
so comprehensive and excellent. Permit me to
add a new pair of trousers, S.D., rent free."
Pte. E.V. : " How about payment ? I could—"
Q.M. : " Pray do not trouble yourself, Pte. Veryman,
I never lose money over the deal, so why worry ?
Shall we say 5/ off this week's pay and then l/*
a week for three years ?"
Pte. E.V. : "I heartily agree, Mr. Rage. Your
terms are indeed helpful."
Q.M. : " The pleasure is mine, Pte. Veryman. Dear
me, no references are needed. Your C.S.M.'s
opinion of you is enough for me."
Pte. E.V. : "Capital! And when can delivery be
made ?"
Q.M. : " Within an hour or two. I will arrange
that my own batman conveys your choice to you.
All that remains now is for you to sign these
two forms E 532/A 2 and X/4467. Enclosed in the
parcel, which I need hardly say will be under plain
wrapper, will be a free pass out from the Victoria
Palace on Saturday night next."
Pte. E.V. : "Your kindness is overwhelming, Mr.
Rage, and to visit your store is not merely a pleasant
business engagement, but also a delightful enter
tainment. Good day."
Q.M. : " Good day to you, Pte. Veryman. I value
most highly your kindly references to the service
we endeavour to give."
*

*

*

*

(The above suggests a method which, if adopted, ought
to brighten those visits to <he Quartermaster's Stores and
relieve C.Q.M. Sergeants from much anxiety. Ed.).
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WILLIAMS.

Many years London Manager for F. W. FLIGHT.
gEING a practical Cutter myself I personally wait
on my clients-, to whom I can guarantee
distinctive Uniforms or Mufti.
I specialize in Hunting and Evening Dress Clothes.

ail

/nMnlatures ant>

Decorations /IDounteO to Customers' orders.

CLIENTS WAITED ON

PERSONALLY.

INSPECTION

INVITED.

SWEATERS, SCARVES & TIES OF BUFFS COLOURS IN STOCK

17 HANOVER STREET, LONDON, W.l.
THE

Celebrated
.
.
"ARMY ALE."

ISOLDIER'S
BEER

The favourite beer throughout all parts of the Indian Empire.

_
(I)
Q|
Q)
r

„ip. ®uPP[iid,. to 016 Officer's Mess and Sergeant's Mess, 1st Battalion
THE BUFFS,, at GIBRALTAR, by Saccone & Speed, Ltd.
Supplied to the 1st Battalion THE BUFFS, at GIBRALTAR, by the
N.A.A.F.I.. if
'
Supplied to the 2nd Battalion THE BUFFS, at PORTLAND, by
the
1
N.A.A.F.I.

Wm. McEwan & Co., Ltd., Brewers, Edinburgh.

HOLMES

Charles E. Burgess, Proprietor

7 MERCERY LANE, CANTERBURY

HIGH-CLASS GROCERIES, PROVISIONS
FRENCH and ITALIAN GOODS
Collector and distributor of all the latest and newest
produce brought on to the European Markets at
LONDON STORE PRICES

FAMILIES WAITED ON — MESS SUPPLIERS

"OZO" Stops

Headache, Toothache, Neuralgia
and all other nerve pains
6£d. per box of 8 tasteless doses
Proprietors:

WALKER <S> HARRIS, LTD.
Three Boxes
Post Free.

Chemists,

CANTERBURY
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Military Tailors and Outfitters
Regimental Tailors by appointment to
The Northampton Regiment
The Royal Berkshire Regiment
The King's Own Yorks. Light Infantry
The Middlesex Regiment
The Manchester Regiment "
York & Lancaster Regiment
The Durham Light Infantry
Royal Ulster Rifles
The London Rifle Brigade

The Royal Sussex Regiment
The Hampshire Regiment
The Dorset Regiment
The South Lancashire Regiment
The Welch Regiment
The Essex Regiment
The Sherwood Foresters
The Loyal Regiment (North
Lancashire)

The Buffs
The East Yorkshire Regiment
The Royal Scots Fusiliers
The Royal Welch Fusiliers
The South Wales Borderers
The Scottish Rifles
The East Surrey Regiment
The Duke of Wellington's Regiment
The Border Regiment

LONDON: 4 NEW
WOOLWICH:

BURLINGTON STREET, REGENT
5 FRANCES STREET
ALDERSHOT:
CAMBERLEY : 68 & 68A HIGH .STREET

STREET, W. 1
29 HIGH STREET

Telephones: 2346 Regent, London; 300 Woolwich; 296 Aldershot; 359 Camberley
Telegrams: " Afflighty, London " ; " Flight, Aldershot "; " Flight, Camberley "

J. H. G. HAMILTON.
(Late

WINE

FREND

&

SON).

MERCHANT.

(ESTABLISHED 1739),

26 St. George's Street,
CANTERBURY.
Telephone: 148 Canterbury.

CHARLES BARROWS
37 Northgate Street
CANTERBURY

Grocery, Provisions, Hardware,
Brushes, etc.
Personal and prompt attention given to all orders.

THE

FISHERIES

Tel 30

Proprietor: H. J. HOPPER, late K.R.R.C.

3a St. Margaret's Street, Canterbury.
FRESH

FISH

DAILY

(Lieensed dealer In Game).
POULTRY

GAME

—

RABBITS.

ST. LAWRENCE LAUNDRY CO. LTD.
OLD DOVER ROAD
CANTERBURY
OFFICERS' WORK A SPECIALITY
INSPECTION INVITED

SUITS DRY CLEANED & PRESSED
EXPEDITIOUSLY & WELL
PHONE —45 CANTERBURY
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Emigration by Counties.
(FROM A CORRESPONDENT) .
grubbing the smaller undergrowth, etc., but trees are
T N The Times during
pulled down by tractors with cables, undertaken by
A
the past month,
a special gang.
letters have appeared,
It takes, roughly, two years to clear the 25 acres
urging the adoption of
for each of the 20 settlers, done by the group, during
a scheme by which settle
which time the clearings are gradually cultivated and
ment overseas might take
stocked, and the settler is learning his business and
place by counties, the
local conditions ; bungalows are erected on each
idea being that each
100 acre holding, wells are dug, and fences erected.
county might first raise
As a block becomes available it is ballotted for and
its own contingent, give
the winner can go on to the block and work his own
them some practical as
plot after working hours, but cannot leave the group
sistance as regards their
till all the 20 have been finished.
When all are ready,
send off, and then feed
the group breaks up and each settler becomes inde
them
with
further
pendent, though the Inspector of the Agricultural
settlers as and when
Bank, a Government concern, is always available for
demand arises.
One
advice, and he advances loans for necessary improve
correspondent suggested
ments, snch as purchase of more stock, help to clear
that in this scheme.
the remaining acres, etc. (To be concluded next Month).
Regimental Old Com
rades'
Associations,
might take a prominent part, and in case the Past and
Present Association, The Buffs, may be considering
First County Committee Formed in Kent.
cooperating with the Kent County Emigration Com
THE Kent Migration Committee, being the first
mittee (the address of the Chairman is : The Church
county migration committee to be formed in
Imperial Club, 75 Victoria Street, S.W. 1), the following
connexion with oversea settlement, met on Wednesday
arrangements made by the Counties of Devon and
in Eondon and was well attended. The Eord Eieuten
Cornwall will no doubt be of interest.
ant of the County (Eord Camden) presided, and those
The scheme for group migration to Western Australia
present included Eord Stanhope, Eord Harris, the
for married families from Devon and Cornwall is now in
Mayor of Folkestone, and many representatives, men
the hands of an influential committee, who will soon
and women of all parties and interests.
be able to send out the first group of intending settlers
A general committee was formed and an executive
to Australia's youngest State.
was elected. It was decided to appoint an organizing
Most men, especially those about to leave the service,
secretary and to raise a fund, from which emigrants
do not realise the difference between the excellent
of all classes could be helped. The county represent
prospects opened for them under Government assistance
atives were unanimous in seeking to promote settlement
in Western Australia compared with the trials and
by groups rather than individual emigration. The
difficulties of civil life at home.
executive accepted Mr. Gwynne's offer to serve as
The main idea of the scheme is that groups of 20
temporary chairman, so as to make a start at once.
families be formed in this country of people generally
A warm vote of thanks was given to Eord Camden for
similar to each other in education and tastes. These
his interest in the matter.
families go out together to Western Australia, where
they will be met on landing by the local Devon and
Cornwall Association who have promised to welcome
and assist new arrivals. It is expected, but not guaran
O, mistletoe and holly !
teed, that the group so formed in this country will be
O, Katie, Maud and Molly !
conserved in its entirety.
You look so nice and jolly
The men go at once to a previously selected area,
To mourn is simply folly !
cleared sufficiently for a camp. They erect temporary
So let us away to Baronial Halls,
shacks about 30 yards apart, and their wives and
With evergreens deck tli' old oak walls ;
families join them within a week. The families during
With all the nice girls we will dance at the balls—
this week will have been accommodated and well
Away ! Away ! 'Tis Christmas calls !
looked after in a Government Hostel at Fremantle.
There's beef and beer in plenty

The group then begins clearing the land, under the
For dolce far niente !
guidance of an Australian foreman of experience. The
For love there's maids of twenty
area has previously been selected by Government
Nemine dissentiente !
surveyors, and only first grade land is chosen. About
Eet onr Christmas English be, with tales of old,
100 acres per settler is allotted, or 2,000 acres in all.
Of ghosts in chains and Barons bold,
Clearings of 25 acres per settler are made, leaving
Of stately Dames, portly Squires and English gold.
75 acres each uncleared, which the settler clears later in
Of wicked Priors and dungeons cold !
his own time. As an acre is cleared, it is plougded
Eet's have Knights in steely clothes,
and sown with such crops as are required by the group.
Eordly Squires none. dare oppose,
Eater, clover is sown, and cattle are put on the land,
Parsons who forget to prose,
all worked by the group under expert guidance.
But—let th' girls have silken hose !
Thus the settler gradually learns farming, how to
O, gay Carrillon ! peal out merry cheer,
look after cows, pigs, poultry, etc., as the main industry
This sad world needs your music clear !
of this area is dairying, though fruit growing is under
Waft, ye breezes, to our distant friends most dear,
taken by some. In fact, any crop grown in England
Our Christmas wish—a glad New Year !
can be grown abundantly in this area of rich soil, ample
Ring ! ye Bells, with glad unceasing !
rainfall (45 to 60 inches), and luxuriant sunshine.
Waft ! ye Winds, with strength increasing,
The work of clearing is naturally good, solid, hard
Our glad thanks to Him Whose Birth
work, and includes fencing, blasting the roots of trees,
Brought Goodwill and Peace on Earth !
H.

Oversea Settlement.

Let our Christmas English be!
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Things of Interest.
Army Reserve.

T is officially stated that there will be no training
of the Army Reserve during the financial year,
I
192425.
Royal Tank Corps.

A Royal Warrant issued yesterday runs as follows :—
" Whereas we have noted with great satisfaction
the splendid work that has been performed by Our
Tank Corps during the Great War,
Our will and pleasure is that this Corps shall
enjoy the distinction of " Royal " and shall hence
forth be known as our " Royal Tank Corps."
Wounded or Injured Officers.
ARTIFICIAL OR SURGICAL APPLIANCES.

A new Article, amending the Pay Warrant of 1922,
provides that a serving, halfpay, or retired officer who
has been wounded in action, or has been injured through
the performance of military dutv, otherwise than in
action, on or after 1st October, 1921, and has thereby
lost an eye, a limb or a tooth, or sustained any other
injury necessitating the use of an artificial or surgical
appliance, will be supplied with such free of charge, or
in special eases in which authority has been obtained
beforehand, will be granted such sum as the Army
Council may consider sufficient to defray the necessary
expense of providing the appliance. Duplicate artificial
and surgical appliances will be supplied where necessary.
Adjustments, repairs and replacements will be effected
or the cost defrayed under the same conditions.
Military Honorary Chaplains.

An Army Order states that the King has approved
of Military Honorary Chaplains to the King wearing
a red Cassock in place of the black Cassock hitherto
Rationing of Troops,

For troops at home, the commuted cash value of
the article of the fixed ration will, as from 1st November
until further notice, be 3*1953 pence a man a day.
Army Education.

A course of instruction for 60 officers and 130 non
commissioned officers will commence at the vSchool
of Education, Shorncliffe, on 4th January, 1924. The
provisional allotment of vacancies will be as follows :—
Aldershot, 10 officers, 25 other ranks; Eastern Com
mand, 10 and 20 ; Eondon District, 3 and 8 ; Northern
Command 3 and 8 ; Northern Ireland District, 4 and 9 ;
Scottish Command, 2 and 6; Southern Command,
10 and 20; Western Command, 2 and 6; Rhine
Army, 5 and 8. Special allotment by the War Office
to officers and other ranks serving abroad, 11 and 20.
Boy Training for the Army.

It has been decided that boys who have qualified
at the Entrance examination for enlistment into the
Army for training as tradesmen for a Technical Corps
will only be required to qualify in Map reading and
Regimental history in order to become eligible for the
grant of the second class certificate of education. In
the case of boys enlisted for general service Army
history " will be substituted for ' Regimental history.
Territorial Army Signallers.

It is officially stated that in view of the shortage
of qualified Assistant Instructors in Territorial Army
Artillery units, it has been decided to throw open the
courses for Regimental Signalling Instructors and
refresher courses to NonCommissioned Officers of the
permanent staff and Territorial Noncommissioned
officers of these units. To attend the Signalling In
structors' courses, such Noncommissioned officers must

have reached a prescribed .standard of skill and in
addition be able to read and send semaphore at 10
words a minute. To attend Refresher courses, a candi
date must be in possession of an instructor's or assistant
instructor's certificate obtained either at the Army
Signal School, Dunstable, the School of Signals, Mares
field, or at one of the recognised signal schools in India
and also he must be up to the standard of a signaller
as laid down in Signal Training, part 1, 1914.
Army Vocational Training.

The Army Council has decided to extend the benefits
of vocational training to men serving in the Colonies.
In future such soldiers who are selected by their com
manding officers to attend the course of instruction
at the Army Vocational Training Centres at Hounslow
and Catterick, will be required while serving overseas to
extend their service voluntarily so as to admit of their
having a clear six months to serve with the colours on
their arrival in England. Furlough on discharge under
the King's Regulations will, in these cases, be granted
only where it can be taken within the period of the
soldier's colour service engagement as so extended.
In India, special arrangements for vocational instruction
are made locally.
The Courses of training at Hounslow and Catterick,
ommence at the beginning of every month and each
course is of six months' duration.
Foreign Language Course for Officers.

Courses of study in the following languages, for
officers, will assemble at the School of Oriental Studies
on the dates specified: Turkish, 15th January and
1st October; Japanese, 15th January; Arabic, 15th
January and 1st October. Courses in Russian will
begin on 15th January and 1st October, at King's
College, Strand. The duration of all these courses will
be five weeks, except for J apanese, which will be for
six weeks.
The qualifications necessary for an officer to be
recommended to attend a class are that he holds a
permanent commission in the Regular Army; that
his previous record, educational and military, is such
as to justify expenditure on further education, and
that he is unmarried and under 30 years of age.

March to the Cenotaph.
rFHB

Central News Eimited (Illustrations Depart
"* ment), 5 New Bridge Street, Eondon, E.C. 4,
have kindly supplied us with photographs of the March
to the Cenotaph, see page 432. Copies may be obtained
from them at the following prices :—
6i" x 4V
84" X 64"
10
X 8
12 " X10 "
15 " X12 "

For quantities of not less Uian
One Dozen of any one Subject.

21 each

2/6
3/6
5/
7/6

„
„
„
„

...

21/ per dozen.
26/6
37/6
... 52/6
84/

All the above prices are for unmounted prints.

The additional charges for Mounting are as follows :

For quantities of not less than
One Dozen of any one Subject.

1/
„
9/ per dozen.
6i" X 44"
84" X 64"
1/6 each
14/
10 " X 8 "
2/
„
18/
12 " X 10 "
3/6
„
35/—
15 " X 12 "
5/
„
50/
The Central News would be glad if a remittance
might be enclosed when ordering copies, as this greatly
facilitates the work of the Counting House in dealing
with private orders.

THE DRAGON
Christmas Games.

been asked to contribute something season
able for insertion in the Christmas Number of
HAVING
I have decided, after deep thought, to
The "Dragon,

suggest a few games which are intended to provide
amusement at this festive season of the year. If they
happen to prove the means of driving hitherto temperate
individuals to the consolations afforded by drink,
the entire blame rests on the shoulder of the Editor.
The first game is played as follows :—
A man stands in the middle of the room with all the
girls round him and has to kiss the one he likes best
without anyone finding out which girl it is.
The solution, to the man, presents no difficulties.
All he has* to do is to kiss all the girls and the one he
happens to like best will come in for her share'without
any undue advertisement.
I hereby give notice that I am prepared to receive
invitations to parties, where this game is played. All
invitations will be dealt with in the order in which they
are received, but preference will be given to parties
having the largest number of pretty girls in stock. Of
course I have no great objection "to including an
occasional middleaged lady in the general holocaust.
Another game is called :—" Making a perfect woman."
A man stands up, and, after surveying the assembled
ladies, adds together Miss Smith's hair, Miss Jones's
teeth, Miss Elliott's face and Mrs. Thompson's un
pleasant disposition. To my mind, there are objections
to this game. The man in his desire to please, may
pile on the details and be requested to leave for ex
ceeding the limit. Wealth of detail possesses certain
disadvantages at times.
ANOTHER GAME.

Another game is played as follows :—
A large sheet is procured on to which the assembled
company are requested to hold. A feather is placed
in the middle of the sheet and one player is given the
job of trying to seize it before it can be blown out of
reach by the sheet holders. It is advisable to ensure
that people with false teeth and individuals who favour
an onion diet are provided with other means of recrea
tion. Great care should also be taken to avoid inhaling
the feather, as the scene which will inevitably ensue
is likely to prove distressing in the extreme.
I can remember an occasion on which this game was
played when my maiden aunt committed the indiscretion
of inhaling the feather and nearly ruined our Christmas
festivities by expiring. The offending feather was,
with difficulty, extracted, before suffocation made
life extinct and the game had to be abandoned. Person
ally, I have never played it since.
" Cat and Mouse" though of ancient origin, is
another game that possesses distinct possibilities, but
it should be clearly understood that the light must on
no account be turned up before adequate notice has
been given to the mice.
I remember—but no, on second thoughts, perhaps
it would be better if I forgot. [It most certainly
would !  Ed. )
In all houses where Christmas parties assemble,
mistletoe should form part of the decoration of every
room—not that it is necessary, but it furnishes an
excuse for that enterprise without which no party can
hope to be a success.
I can confidently assert that if a selection of the
above games are played this Christmas, many old
feuds will be temporarily forgotten in the excitement
of the entirely new crop which the games are nearly
sure to create. The old feuds can, however, be renewed
in 1924 without prejudice and with redoubled ferocity,
thereby proving the truth of the old motto " Peace on
earth, goodwill towards men."
" 
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Across the Channel.
(From our Paris Correspondent).

P

THE MOTOR SHOW.

ARIS is at last a little less crowded. October
found Paris so full that it was quite impossible
to find a room in a hotel unless one had been booked
some time in advance. The motor show, which is
said to have been responsible for this state of affairs,
had nothing very startling to disclose except the Voisin
car which considered itself too superior to wear a gear
box. Nevertheless, the grand Palais was crowded
every day for a fortnight. The impression left after
two visits was, that every selfrespecting maker is
now producing an 8 or 10 H.P. car, that every self
respecting motorist must have brakes on all four wheels
of his car, that prices are on the increase and that the
ideal car is a French chassis with an English body.
The Theatres have not been very enterprising
since reopening after the summer holidays. Many
have not troubled to change their programmes. The
big music halls still confine their entertainments to
parading more or less naked, ugly, and illformed
ladies (an unending attraction to the English and
American tourist, who, if they saw a similar display in
their native country, would write pious letters of horror
to The Times, Daily Herald, the Massachusetts Tribune
ox The Arizona Sun).

The Capucines, renowned for its naughty plays
depicting Paris life, has fallen to the fashion of Review
without any loss in naughtiness. Eloyd George still
remains a target of the French Comedian and in this
particular show, he is the subject of a catchy tune whose
refrain is roughly as follows :—" I ani Eloyd George
and I adore the Bosch." One music hall of little repu
tation, and still less merit, and fond of laughing at
English politics and polititians, advertised its new
revue by saying " Come and see our new review which
the British Embassy has objected to officially." Need
less to say, the management's sense of enterprise had
outstripped its sense of veracity, though several corres
pondents of Eondon's great daily papers were taken in
and wrote feverish articles on the subject to their
editors.
If one is to believe the experts and the press, there
are few exhibits at the Eouvre which are authentic.
If this spreads to other museums in Paris, what will
the owners of finishing schools for " genteel young
English ladies" do with their pupils ? What will
happen to the guides ? What will be the fate of those
unpleasant individuals who hide their laziness and
immorality under the cloak of " artistic temperament."
The treasures of Versailles, however, will not tolerate
aspersions on their qualities and in order to furnish
indisputable evidence of their worth, arranged to have
two of their members of the tapestry class stolen. By
their initiative, a really serious crisis has been averted.
The Communists have not forgotten to inaugurate
the winter season. For some reason best known to
themselves, they have taken a most distinct dislike to
the Spanish Embassy and announced that they would
demonstrate their displeasure at the Embassy itself.
Your correspondent with true journalistic spirit in
search of copy, rushed to the scene, at least as much
as one can rush in a four cylinder car with but one
working halfheartedly. I cannot say with truth that
I saw a mob of rowdy ruffians rushing the residence
of the representative of a repressive royalty, but rather
a peaceful picture where powerful patrols of police
patiently parading the pavements, pushed apart the
prowling preditary Prolitariant. In other words, the
police, the republican guard, infantry and cavalry,
were assembled in such numbers and held such excellent
tactical points, that the Communists considered discre
tion the better part of valour.
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HORTON Bros., The Borough,
CANTERBURY.
Glass, Cutlery and
Kitchen Utensils
at
lowest
Prices.

Head Quarters

*

WALTHAM

for
WATCHES
Telephone No. 9.

F. HATTON & SON

Sports Prizes

English anb
=

Jewellery

Colonial

- BUTCHERS SHIPPING SUPPLIED

The Oldest Established Butcher in Portland

Wrist Watches from .. 20/
Walthams from .. £3 7 6
Silver Cups from 17 /6 to £20
%«/___

Q A I | a pn Watch & Clock Maker

Win. rULLAKU

Gold & Silversmith

44 FORTUNES WELL, PORTLAND

53 St. George's Street, CANTERBURY

^juiUSTAN'S FLORAL MfiSFgy

C. E. MARSH

F. R. ARNOLD, Sole Proprietor.

89 ST. DUNSTAN'S STREET
—

CANTERBURY.

—

Nurseryman, Florist, & Fruiterer,
Plants.
Trees.
Shrubs.

Bouquets.
Wreaths.
Crosses.

English &
Foreign
Fruits.

Telephohe No. 99.

S. HOLDEN

Manufacturer of
MINERAL WATERS
Longport Works, Canterbury

Fishmonger, Poulterer and
Ice Merchant
20 St. Dunstan's Street, Canterbury
LICENSED

DEALER IN

Caterer to Officers' IVless, Depot The Buffs
TELEPHONE 202.

J. HUNT & SONS
Drapers, flben's Ibosiers
Ibouse furnishers
LARGE

STOCKS

RELIABLE

&

OF
HIGH
AT

As Supplied to the Principal Messes,
—
Clubs & Hotels in the City
—

GAME

CLASS

GOODS

POPULAR

PRICES

j—g Mercery Lane, CANTERBURY
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Any Complaints

M

ANY are the experiences of a soldier : many the
yarns he tells. Come along, lets make a lance
corporal of two forms round the fire and tell another.
The yarn relates to Tilbury Fort and is absolutely
truthful in every detail.
There is no attempt at
exaggeration and it is given with the firm belief that
had the matter leaked out at the time, the Thames
would have received one more addition to the many
human beings who repose silently beneath its surface.
I was detailed as Musketry Segt.Major to supervise
a recruits' musketry course at Gravesend. The detach
ment was accommodated at Tilbury Fort and com
prised about one hundred and fifty recruits with big
stomachs and little money : having charge of the
grocery book, I, like every good Col.Sgt. in those days,
was determined that the men should live well and on the
very best obtainable. I was a great supporter of the
maxim that if men cannot march on an empty stomach
neither can they shoot.
Everything went well for about two days when
indirect rumours and personal observation* told me
that something was wrong. Nasty hints were shouted
amongst the men when on the range : " Hi, Badger !
what do yer grease yer boots wif ?" then, as if all pre
arranged would come a yell from about a hundred
throats "Canteen Muckin." Again, most of the
boots did appear to possess a distinctly yellowish
color not usually associated with either dripping,
dubbin, or bacon fat.
It was while I was silently contemplating all this
that a knock came to my bunk door there entered
the^ Officer Commanding the detachment. " Segt.
Major ! he shouted : every room in the damn place
has complained of the beastly butter—absolutely unfit
to eat : have to get them something better : under
stand ?"
I assured the Officer Commanding that the butter
was the very best obtainable at one and two per pound
direct from the canteen : both of us at once decided
that the Canteen manager should be hung, drawn and
quartered.
The Canteen manager was furious : " I've never, in
my life done Tommy for a brass button, let alone serve
him up bad butter !" Turning to my officer, he carried
on alarmingly. " I've 'ad these 'ere Cr.Sgts. before
today come to me and ask for a pound of butter, put
it down as a bar of soap stunt, but believe me, sir, I've
never done it in my life and
"
I was getting a bit disgusted at such untruthful
statements when my officer suggested he would procure
a sample of the butter for analysis to which the Canteen

manager readily acquiesed. That it was genuine
butter, there was not the slightest doubt whatsoever,
but — the troops would not have it at any price.
" What are we going to do about it ? enquired my
officer. " heave it to me " I replied.
That evening I crossed over to Gravesend and made
straight for a well known Stores renowned for its high
quality tasting margarine : moreover, as a generous
gift from the firm, one pountt of sugar was given away
to every purchaser of one pound of margarine. Taking
a tremendous risk, I straight away ordered a sufficient
quantity of the substitute, with explicit instructions
that it should be delivered to me personally at the
fort, well concealed and secured by means of stout
brown paper and string.
Behind the locked door of my hunk, two solid hours
were spent that night mutilating margarine wrappers
and apportioning to messes the next day's ration.
The following morning I aired my lungs with the usual
command, " Turn up for butter " and quite naturally
I heard the usual replies emanating from the wash
houses, barrack rooms, etc., " Turn up for yer cart
grease, dubbin, tallow fat, etc." How I quivered as
each orderly man rolled up : what would happen if
they discovered it was Marg. ? What would the
Officers' mess say about the new butter ? Would
my anticipated rooty gong go west ? Anyhow, I shall
stick it out and say nothing.
" Sergt.Major ! Sergt.Major !" the voice was
that of my officer. " My gad !" I exclaimed as I jumped
to my feet : " another blooming complaint, or else
I've been and poisoned the whole darn detachment."
Out I rushed, stood to attention and saluted. " Oh,
vSergt.Major," said the officer : " what lovely butter
this morning : the men are simply delighted : I've
tasted it myself and its really beautiful. Can you
procure some for the officers ?" I assured him I would,
but you can take it from me the Sergts. had none.
The hide and seek process went on for nearly six
weeks. With the saving of sixpence on every pound
of margarine and no sugar to buy—which included an
allowance the Officers' mess did not get—I can assure
you the detachment lived as none other ever did before,
and this good living perhaps, was the cause of so many
third class shots : they wanted to come again.
*

*

*

*

The scene is now changed to France : two officers
are waiting to go over for Poelcapelle : one relates
to the other—a senior officer—the above story. The
superior first frowned, then with a mighty laugh ex
claimed " Fancy gulling me with Margarine." It was
the first time the tale had been told and this is the
second. Surely it was worth No Complaints ?
J.B.

" THE REGIMENT."
Jg Y Home fireside, in Camp or Mess, wherever Christmas finds you,
Charge your glass and drink a toast unto the tie that binds you ;
A toast that North, South, East or West, some other Buff is drinking ;
" The Regiment/' the Men you've known, both Past and Present linking.
Think of the Men who gladly gave, their lives, and in the giving
Built us the Name, the glorious Name, the honour of the living :
Pray that the stream of clean young blood may ever be unceasing
To swell the ranks that bear the Name, unsullied and increasing.
ERIC C. FRENCH.
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1856303 L/Sgt. S. Louth, promoted Sergt. (Pioneer Sergt.), 21023.
6279446 L/Sgt. J. Sharp, promoted Sergt. (Signalling Sergt.), 21023.
6278325 L/Set. U. Waters, promoted Sergt. (Transport Sergt),
21023.
Promoted Corporal, 25923
6279284 L/Cpl. J. Brockwell.
Appointed Paid LanceCorporal:—25923 :—732637 L/Cpl. S.
Coe.

STRENGTHDECREASE .

The following retire on ret. pay (Oct. 27) :—Col. H. F. Fraser,
C.M.G., D.S.O., ; Lt.Col. W. H. Trevor, D.S.O., h.p. list, late The
Buffs, and is granted the rank of Col. in the Reg. Army Res. of Off.

The Depot.

DECREASE.

6282163 Pte. J. Kill, 6279649 Pte. J. Smith, 6278230 Pte. W. T.
Moss, 6338689 Pte. E. J. Hayman, 7809028 Pte. J. Hocknell, 6280159
Pte. G. E. Batson, 6282187 Pte. George, 6282195 Pte. Selves, 6282161
Pte. Humphries.
6278217 Sgt. G. Clayton embarked for Gibraltar, 241023 on
posting to 1st Battalion, and struck off Depot strength with effect from
2510 23 inclusive.
6278315 L/C. A. E. Smith transferred to Sec. " B " Army Reserve
on 171023.

STRENGTHDECREASE .

The following were posted to 2nd Battalion on 311023, and
are struck off strength from 11123 inclusive :—
6282093 Pte. Adams, 6279516 Pte. S. Bailey, 7339533 Pte. Burr,
6282107 Pte. Brooks, 1664455 Pte. Batstone, 6282095 Pte. H. Bailey,
6282098 Pte. Bridger, 1668834 Pte. Dolbear, 6282106 Pte. Fox,
6447404 Pte. Holton, 6282092 Pte. Ethridge, 6282068 Pte. Hunt,
6282077 Pte. Ingram, 6281755 Pte. Jolley, 6281360 Pte. Kimber,
7813663 L/C. Moss, 6282094 Pte. Maple, 6282101 Pte. Matthews,
6282100 Pte. A. Miles, 6282091 Pte. E. Miles, 1664671 L/C. Payne.
6281998 Pte. Salmon, 6282103 Pte. Wenham.

INCREASE.

Pte. H. G. King, Pte. F. Sayer, Pte. E. S. Smith, Pte. R. G. Scott
Pte. R. A. Archer, Pte. E. T. Saunders, Pte. W. H. Grigsby, Pte. H.
Townend, (late 5764956 Norfolk Rgt.), Pte. J. Crompton, Pte. H. Trim,
Pte. R. P. Bottomley, Pte. A. J. Stevenson, Pte. W. Blackmore, Pte.
A. Ash, Pte. S. Dench, Pte. W. G. Fishenden, Pte. J. Cook, Pte. H.
Bartley.
The undermentioned of 1st Battalion The Buffs disembarked at
Southampton ex. H.T. Suntemple on 171023, were admitted to R.V.
Hospital, Netley, same date, and aretaken on the Depot strength.
6280159 Pte. A. Batson, 6279050 Pte. W. Checksfield, 6279267
Pte. C. Goodman, 6278804 Pte. P. Stone.
RECRUITS.

Pte. J. W. Clifton, Pte. W. C. West, Pte. A. Farrell, Pte. R. Horn,
Pte. F. Smith, Pte. W. Cross, Pte. B. J. B. Crick, Pte. W. E Tobin,
Pte A. Mills, Pte. S. H. Brown, Pte. W. C. Adams, Pte. R. H. R.
Flashman, Pte. H. Wilson, Pte. Langsdon, Pte. H. Wisdom,
No. 6282151 Pte. A. Clarke, 6282176 Pte. E. Cook.

PROMOTIONS.

6278175 A/Cpl. H. Adams, confirmed in the rank of Corporal w/e
from 41022.
. ,
r ^
7815468 A/Cpl. M. Martin, confirmed in the rank of Corporal w/e
from 41022.
' „^
, ,
6278578 A/Cpl. A. Hollands, confirmed m the rank of Corporal w/e
from 122122.
.
6278094 L/Cpl. J. Wright, promoted. Corporal with effect from
29—6—23
6278046 L/C. A. Dillon, promoted Corporal with effect from 1723.

CONTINUANCE IN SERVICE.

1401353 B.M. F. L Leach, permitted to continue in the Service
beyond 21 years for such period as will enable him to complete 21
years' Army Service from the date of attaining 18 years of age.
(Authority. Inf. Records dated 181023).
7811862 R.S.M. P. Dare, permitted to continue in the Service beyond
21 years. (Authority
W.O. 27/Inf./7643, A.G. 8, a, dated 181023).

APPOINTMENTS.

6280323 Pte. A. Pike, appointed unpaid L/Corporal with effect
from 311023.

EDUCATIONAL AWARDS.

The undermentioned men were awarded THIRD CLASS Certificates
of Education at an examination held at Canterbury on 241023.
1664455 Pte. J. Batstone, 6282177 Pte. W. Baker, 7339533 Pte. P.
Burr, 6281185 Pte. S. Bills, 6282106 Pte. B. Fox, 6282162 Pte. H.
Gillam, 6282149 Pte. A. Harrison, 6281755 Pte. F. Jolley, 6282101 Pte.
J. Matthews, 6282180 Pte. G. Randerson, 6281998 Pte. P. Salmon,
6282171 Pte. C. Sandford, 6595901 Pte. S. Welfare.

The 1st Battalion.

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.

6281475 L/C. W. Hoskins, appointed Paid LanceCorporals, 31023.
1667156 L/C. D. Coe, appointed Paid LanceCorporal, 91023.
Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporals, 231023 :—6279357 Pte. W.
Wright, (*280053 Pte. F. Cruttenden.

7042318 Pte. Garside, transferred to R.G.A., 91023.
To U.K. for discharge, 111023
6278320 Pte. Moss, 6279651
Pte. Hawkins, 6279646 Pte. Hart, 6280175 Pte. Brown, 6279649 Pte.
Smith, 3514884 Pte. Drew.
6280740 Pte. Lawrence, transferred to Cheshire Regiment, 51023.
6279205 Pte. J. Lemar, to U.K. for discharge, 51023.
6279811 Pte. H. Gilbert, posted to 2nd Battalion, 51023.
6280159 Pte. G. Batson, to U.K. (Invalided) 171023.

STRENGTHINCREASE .

From Malta, 11101923
6279673 L/C. Marshall, 6280154 Pte.
Minns, 6279274 Pte. Thompson, 7337418 Pte. Longhurst, 6281446
L/C. Hunt, 6281514 Pte. Raite, 6281135 Pte. Gausby, 6280886 Pte.
Olley, 6278563 Pte. Baker.
Draft from 2nd Battalion, 30101923
6281604 Pte. Barber,
6281731 Pte. H. Bishop, 6281598 Pte. D. Brawn, 6281659 Pte. H.
Breward, 6281750 Pte. F. Brown, 6281655 Pte. F. W. Brown, 6281640
Pte. J. Burn, 6281736 Pte. G. Butler, 6281662 Pte. S. Carden, 6281745
Pte. A. Colley, 6281809 Pte. A. Cooper, 6281775 Pte. W. Day, 6281696
Pte. W. Dickens, 6281588 Pte. R. Dixon, 6281873 Pte. G. Feakins,
6281558 Pte. C. Finnis, 6281810 Pte. T. Finnis, 6281712 Pte. F. Ford,
6281729 Pte. C. Gale, 6281675 Pte. E. Garrett, 6281693 Pte. G. Hales,
6278720 Cpl. H. Hart, 6281742 Pte. F. Hayward, 6281581 Pte. A. Hird,
6281683 Pte. G. Humphrey, 6279990 Pte. J. Keats, 6281560 Pte. G.
King, 6281238 Pte. T. Knight, 6281780 Pte. R. Knight, 6281633 Pte. A.
Larrett, 6281671 Pte. A. Lester, 6281414 Pte. T. Long, 6281913 Pte. J.
Morecroft, 6281685 Pte. R. Newman, 6281748 Pte. A. Packman 6281650
Pte. H. Packman, 6281687 Pte. G. Porrier, 6281732 Pte. F. Rabbeth,
6281688 Pte. E. Roberts, 6281785 Pte. W. Sargeant, 6281777 Pte. J.
Sharpe, 6281542 Pte. E. Simmons, 6281685 Pte. R. Smissen, 6281932
Pte. G. Smith, 6281658 Pte. C. Smith, 6281747 Pte; E. Wiggins.
From Depot, 30 101923
6278217 Sergt. G. Clayton.
5040583 Pte. R. Jones, transferred from 1st Battalion North Staffs.
Regt., 2510 23.

REENGAGEMENTS AND EXTENSION.

6278295 Cpl. A. Meakin, reengaged to complete 21 years Colour
Service, 15H01923.
6278603 L/Cpl. W. Cook, extended to complete 12 years Colour
Service, 21101923.

SERVICE—HIGHER RATE OF PAY.

Granted extra 9d. per diem on completing 2 years Colour Service :
1665399 Pte. Foster, 6281376 Pte. Holland, 6281387 Pte. Aylward,
6281399 Pte. Pelham, 6281405 Pte. Read, 6281412 Pte. Fittall, 6281402
Pte. Isted, 6281406 Pte. Martin, 6281401 Pte. Morbley, 6281398 Pte.
Richards, 6281400 Pte. Higgins, 6281403 Pte. Veitch, 6278704 Pte.
Spice, 6278721 L/C. Crook, 6281377 Pte. Sandwell, 738612 Pte. S.
Bourne, 6281416 Pte. Parsons, 4605279 Pte. Knightley.

PROFICIENCY PAY.

Granted Proficiency Pay:—6279243 Pte. Spice, 6281634 Pte.
Sovico. 6281629 Pte. Martin, 6281621 Pte. Caless, 6281544 Pte. Dever
son, 6279667 Pte. Whitsed.

FURLOUGH.

Granted Furlough to U.K. :—
6278748 Cpl. Waghorne, 6279317 L/C. Godden, 6278901 Cpl.
Faulkner, 6278759 L/Cpl. Gunningham, 6278762 L/Cpl. Cooper, 6278742
L/Cpl. Daley, 6278754 Pte. Shillito, 6279901 Pte. Pearce, 6279422 Pte.
Kisbee, 6279256 Pte. Berry, 6278724 Pte. Bradley, 7816788 Pte. Gates.

The 2nd Battalion.

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.

6278112 C.Q.M.S. J. Sayer, promoted W.O. Class II., and appointed
Companv Sergeant Major, 13/8/23.
6278103 A/C.Q.M.S. J. Ambrose, promoted W.O. Class II. and
appointed Company Sergeant Major Instructor in Musketry, 13/8/23,
to complete establishment.
6278493 Sig./Cpl. G. Cox appointed Paid LanceSergeant, 13/10/23.

APPOINTMENTS.

6279220 Pte. W. Muncev and 6278640 Pte. T. Pearce appointed
unpaid LanceCorporals, 10/11/23.

REENGAGEMENTS.

6278427 Sgt. C. Shoobridge, reengaged for the Buffs at Portland
on 12/11/23 for such term as shall complete 21 years' service.

DISCHARGES.

6279887 Pte. P. Bailey, 6279888 Pte. A. Cree, 6278525 Pte. R.
Nightingale, 6281870 Pte. C. O'Keefe, 6278073 Sgt. H. Wilson, 6279979
Cpl. S. Nunn.

TRANSFER TO ARMY RESERVE.

6278430 Bdsm. W. Royle, 6278435 Bdsm. R. Harvey, 6278596 Pte.
W. Ralph

EDUCATIONAL AWARDS.

6282050 Pte. H. Stevens, awarded 3rd Class Certificate of Education
20/9/23.

INCREASE.

6279811 Pte. H. Gilbert, 6282200 Boy G. Ashby, 6282202 Boy W.
Pullinger, 6282231 Boy T. Dudman, 6282236 Boy A. Banks.
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The Dragon" Small Ads.
(For Rates apply to the Editor).
I D N E Y T E R R Y , Electrical and Mechanical
O Engineer, 88 St. Dunstan's Street, Canterbury
Electrical Installations, Bells, Telephones, Country
House Electric Fighting Plants, and complete Wireless
sets supplied. Telephone No. 19 Canterbury. Tele
grams, " Terry, Canterbury."
HP A

R T N E R, Borough Meat Store, Canterbury.
 Telephone 309. Deal from an exService man,
who caters for the Officers' Mess, Depot. One quah'ty
only, the best.
1

J
M

BEVERFEY, Military Photographer, 66 Park Road,
. Cheriton. Enlargements & Miniatures a speciality!

R . H U G H E S , Confectioner and Pastrycook.
Dances and Socials catered for. Cooked Meats
always ready. The Dove Bakery, 115 Northgate Street,
Canterbury.

W

WIFFIS (late of Machine Gun Corps) Photo
.
grapher, 99 High Street, Sandgate. Films
Developed, Prints made, Enlargements, Miniatures etc.
In attendance at the Buffs Depot, every Wed. & Sat.

G

AFFER Y PICTURE for SAFE privately. Oil
painting, " Christ Healing The Sick." Very old,
firstclass condition. Views by appointment.—Address
Bailey, 4 New Road, Swanley, Kent.
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A Complete Record.

The whole story from enlistment to discharge
and after in work and sport of yourself and your friends
is recorded in The Dragon.
Bound volumes (1 year) 10/ each.
Your own 12 numbers bound 4/ each.

Proceedings on Discharge.

C.O. : " What were you before you enlisted ?"
Private : " A n o y s t e r ] S i r . "
C.O. : " An oyster ! ! !
"
Private: "Yes sir. Mechanical oyster."
C.O. : ! ! ! !—" Well what does an oyster do anyway V
Private : " 'Oists bales into ware 'ouses.
Our Benny married Annie Smith
Their joy can't be o'erstated ;
She Bennyfitted by the change,
And he was Anniemated.

Support our Advertisers.

G. H. COE ,
BAKER

2 The

AND

(late W. C. POPE),

CONFECTIONER,

Borough, Canterbury.

Noted for Good Bread and Moderate Prices.
Cakes, Turog Bread, baked daily.

THERE IS NO SPORT

for which this Great Holborn Store does not cater

GAMAGES

The Premier Sports House of the World
A Store that specializes will serve you best. Let
Damages, the Sports Specialists, quote for all
your requirements and get the best at the right
price—always.
Write today for a copy of

GAMAGES 1923—4

ILLUSTRATED SPORTS LIST

It deals extensively with every Winter Sport,
giving details of Bargains in every requisite.
A card will do. We will send you a copy

POST FREE ON REQUEST.

,

A. W. GAM AGE, Ltd., HOLBORN, LONDON, E.C.I.
Also atBenetfinks, Cheapside, London, W.C.I.
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Charles PHILLIPS & SON

JOHN JONES & Co.

BAKERS and  
  PASTRYCOOKS

6 REGENT STREET, LONDON, S.W.I ,
Telegrams:
'Phone:
\
Equipments, London.
Gerrard 5126^ i
ELECTRIC MACHINE BAKERY TAILORS TO THE BUFFS
CANTERBURY

MERCERY LANE. — ST. DUNSTAN'S. — NORTHGATE.
High Class Bread & Cakes as supplied to the
Cavalry Depot Officers and to many Married
Families of The Buffs.

\T.

EXDWJFIFIDS

Northgate Post Office, CANTERBURY

STATIONER and TOBACCONIST
Good Assortment of Post Cards, Yievs, ete.

Officers' measures registered and any
Kit forwarded home and abroad.
Representatives visit all home stations.
ESTIMATES FREE

UPON

K
j

j

APPLICATION

FOSTER & Co.
6 REGENT STREET, LONDON, S.W.1
0 :
By appointment "THE BUFFS"

i

lEI. IE. TAYLOR Regimental Colours  
BAKER and CONFECTIONER

20 Palace Street & 22 High Street
CANTERBURY
Cakes of every description always in stock.

RALLY TO AN OLD BUFF!

ARTHUR WELLS

ALL PUBLIC SCHOOL COLOURS
TELEPHONE 1 4 .

John Groves & Sons, Ltd.

53 St. Peter's Street
CANTERBURY

Brewers,
Wine and Spirit Merchants

For Smart uptodate

Order Offices, and Retail Wine and.Spirit Stores,

 TAILORING



Men leaving the Regiment are well on
towards employment if they are smartly
dressed. — — — Terms: Cash.

IE3.

63 St. Thomas Street
office).
Hope Brewery, WEYMOUTH
Daily Deliveries to Portland.

JAUE/ETT,

32 PALACE STREET, CANTERBURY,
GREENGROCER, FRUITERER, & POTATO MERCHANT.
Families waited on daily.
ESTABLISHED OVER 40 YEARS.

w

  Blazers  Sweaters

MOTOR CYCLE TAXIS
(seating two people).

TELEPHONE 287.

SARACEN'S HEAD.

BROADOASTINdG
We are manufacturing Broadcast Receiving
Sets (B.B.C.) under Marconi Licence which for
efficiency and price compare very favourably with
anything else on the market.
Wireless Expert, Mr, LESLIE GOULDEN,

39 & 40 High Street, CANTERBURY
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