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MAYFAIR TAILOR
THE

48 BROOK ST., MAYFAIR, LONDON, W.l
(Opposite Claridge's Hotel)
AND

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY
Morning and Evening Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions
Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits

All Cloths cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand


in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors
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Telegrams:
" Militaila Wesdo, London'
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CLUB & SCHOOL
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*
SOLE SUPPLIERS
OF THE
FLEXOLYTE
FIELD SERVICE
CAP

DESIGNED & MADE BY CRAFTSMEN
For threequarters of a century the
F. PHILLIPS has been synonymous
Trophies representing artistic perfection as well
as sound economy. Cups, Shields, Medals, etc.,
are supplied from stock, or to special design.
Quotations gladly submitted.

F. PHILLIPS,

—— (F. PHILLIPS and R. A. GARRATT)

Wellington Street, Aldershot
FANCY TIES,
SCARVES,
ETC.

MAKERS OF EVERY KIND
OF

FOR : : : :

ACCURACY IN DISPENSING
AND

: : : :

RELIABILITY IN ALL MEDICAL
AND SURGICAL GOODS

LADIES' & GENT'S HEADWEAR
Established over 80 years

8 BURLINGTON GARDENS, W.l
Telephone :

REGENT

0382

WALKER & HARRIS, Ltd.
Sun Street and Northgate Street,
CANTERBURY
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A Modern Banking
Service for Officer#
The Officer who maintains an account with
Lloyds Bank, Cox's & King's Branch, at 6 Pall
Mall, Official Army and Royal Air Force Agents,
enjoys many facilities beyond the receipt of pay
and allowances.
Arrangements can be made to cash cheques
at any of the Bank's branches and agencies at home
and abroad. The Indian and Burma branches can
credit pay and allowances as they become due.

$$
VYESON
Q/oee/p Pihcs 1817

BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY

Telephone 2785

FRANK J. SANGERS
(EX BUFFS)

Jfamilp ftachtr

The Bank will also, on request, deal with
Officers' Income Tax, Retired Pay and Pensions
and will furnish information on Insurance and the
purchase and sale of stocks and shares.

LICENSED DEALER IN GAME

The Manager will be glad to open an account
for Officers and ^discuss their financial problems
with them.

114 NORTHGATE St., CANTERBURY

LLOYDS
BANK
LIMITED
(cox's AND KING'S KKANCH)

A R M Y A ROYAL

You can rely upon the
PRIVATE
TRADER
for Value, Courtesy and Service

CIVIL & MILITARY TAILORS
COMPLETE OUTFITTERS
TELEPHONE

2566

AIR FORCE AGENTS

6 PALL MALL

SW1

Office# at or near all Army A Royal Air
Force Centresthroughout England A Wales

CLOTHES WHICH BEAR THE
AUTHORITATIVE STAMP OF
QUALITY IN EVERY DETAIL
CUT & MADE ON THE PREMISES

WARRENS (CANTERBURY) LTD.
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THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment).
The Dragon. In each of the four corners the United Red and White Rose ensigned with the Imperial Crown.
Veteri Frondescit Honore
" Blenheim," 44 Ramillies," 4' Oudenarde,'' 44 Malplaquet," 44 Dettingen," 4 4 Guadaloupe, 1759," 44 Douro, * *
44
** Talavera," "Albubera," "Vittoria,"
Pyrenees," 44Nivelle," 44 Nive," 44 Orthes," 44 Toulouse,"
441Peninsula," 44Punnlar," 44 Sevastopol," 44 Taku Forts,'' 44 South Atrica, 1879," 44 Chitral," 44 Relief of
44

Kimberley," Paardeberg," 44 South Africa, 190002."
The Great Wat—16 Battalions.—44 Aisne, 1914," " Armentieres, 1914," 44Ypres, 1915, »17," 44 Gravenstafel,
"St. Julien," " Frefcenberg," "Bellewaarde," " Hooge, 1915," *4 Loos," 44 Somme, 1916, '18," 44 Albert, 1916,
'18," 44 Bazentin," " Delville Wood," " Pozieres," " FlersCourcellette," 4Morval," "Thiepval," 44 Le Transloy,"
44 Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," 44 Arras, 1917," 44 Scarpe, 1917, ' 44 Messines, 1917," 44 Pilckem," 44 Pass
44 Hindenburg Line,"
checdaele," 44 Cambrai, 1917, '18," "St. Quentin," 44 Avre," 4 4 Amiens,'' 4 Bapaume, 1918,"
44 Kpiby," 44 St. Quentin Canal," "Selle," 44 Sambre," 44 France and
44 Struma,
lOli.lfi n **
Qfrlima  ** DolTdll
Flanders, 191418,"
1918," "Macedonia, 191518," 44 Gaza," 44 Jerusalem," 44 Tell 'Asur," "Palestine, 191718," 44 Aden, 14 Tigris!
1916," 44 Kut al Amara, 1917," 4 Baghdad," 44 Mesopotamia, 191518."
Agents—Itloyds Bank, Ltd., Cox's & King's Branch.

Regimented JournalThe Dragon

Cariterbmy.

Regimental Association—The Past and Present Association, The Buffs, Canterbury.
Allied Regiment of The Canadian Army.
The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada.
CoUmelinChief
...
... His Majesty Frederik IX., King of Denmark. ...
...
Colonel
,
... MajorGeneral Hon. P. G. Scarlett, CJ5., M.C., ret. pay, p.s.c.
Officer Comdg. 3 P.T.C. Canterbury—Lt.Col. J. F, Connolly, D.S.O.
„
„^
Depot The Buffs, Canterbury—Major R. W. Fdmeades.

23/12/47
4/6/43

Regular and Militia Battalions.
Uniform—Scarlet. Facings—BuS.
Cadre 1st Battalion (3rd Fobt)—Canterbury. 2nd Battalion (3rd Fool)—S.F.A.L.F.
3id Battalion (East Kent Militia)—Canterbury
Territorial Army Battalions.
4th Battalion (Canterbury). Hon. Colonel ... Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D. ... 1/8/46
5th Battalion (In abeyance). Hon. Colonel "... Col. F. B. Burns, T.D., D.L . ... 5/12/45
Unit or Appointment

Name

LIEUTENANTCOLONELS.

§ Allen, H. H.
§Rice, N. D. ...
§Hall, F. F., M.C. ...
Boucher, V., C.B.E....

...
...
...
...

Leave pending retirement.
T/Brig., Staff, Overseas.
T/Col., Staff, Overseas.
T/Brig., War Office.
MAJORS.

Rose, A.* J. D., OJB.E.
King, J. F., D.S.O. ...
Knocker, H. S.
Coates, D. C.
Airy, F. A. ...
Bruce, F. P. C.
Nicholson, J. G
LyndenBell, P. T. G.
...
Dewar, M. P. D., MJB.E. ...
Parry, F. W. B, ...
Spear, T. H., O.B.E.
Parry, R. F., M.C.
Oliver, G. F. F., D.S.O. ...
Williams, H. P.
...
...
Connolly, J. F., D.S.O.
Craig, B. H. ,..
Reeves, N. R.
Tuff, C. R. ...
Jelf, A. G
Craddock, R. W., D.S.O.,
M.B.E.
Atkinson, J, G., OJB.E.
Grace, H. R....
Scott, F. S., M.B.E. e ...
Harris St. John, B. J.
...
Lewis, P. J. ...
Bailey, N. T.
Fdlmann, F. L. C., M.C. ...
Fdmeades, R. W.

T/Col., Staff, Overseas.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, U.K.
T/Lt.Col., H.Q. Malaya Command.
Polish Resettlement Corps.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, U.K.
T/Lt.Col., 2nd Bn.
T/Col., Staff U.K.
2nd Bn.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas.
T/Lt.Col.,
T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas.
T/Lt.Col., War Office.
T/Lt.Col., 4th Bn.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas.
T/Lt.Col., 3 P.T.C.
2nd Bn.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas.
T/Lt.Col., War Office.
Staff, Overseas.
T/Lt.Col., War Office.
2nd Bn.
Staff, Overseas.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas.
2nd Bn.
H.C. Bde., T.C.
2nd Bn.
2nd Bn. (Course U.K.)
Depot.
CAPTAINS.

Rawlings, A. C.
Horley, B. M.
Ravenhill, R. A. C
Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E. .
Samuelson, J. P. W., M.C.
Dendy, R. H.
Lucas, J. P
Norris, N. F. H. C. ...
Majendie, A. F.
...
Harbord, K. P. G. ...
.
Blaxland, W. G
§ Supernumary.

T/Maj., Staff, Palestine.
T/Maj., Leave, U.K.
T/Maj., Staff, U.K.
T/Maj., 3 P.T.C.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, U.K.
T/Maj., Staff, Overseas.
T/Maj., 3 P.T.C.
T/Maj., Staff, Overseas.
T/Maj., 2nd Bn.
Staff, U.K.
T/Maj., 2nd Bn.

1
Name
Gay, A. W. ...
Bossom, C
Montgomery, D.
Lindley, P. A. N. ...
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
Poulsen, N. D.
Cox, F. G., M.C. ...
Collins, H. A.
Critchley, L. P.
McGrath, B., M.C.,...
Critchton, R. F.
Worts, J. B., M.C. ...
Semmence, R. G. H.
May, J. F. ...
Court, D. N. ...
GordonWilson, N. F.
Nash, J. P. ...'

Unit or Appointment
K.A.R.
3 P.T.C. .
T/Maj., Staft, U.K.
Staff, Overseas.
T/Maj., 2nd Bn.,
Language Course, China.
4th Bn.
T/Maj., Staff, U.K.
H.C. Bde., T.C.
T/Maj., Staff, Overseas.
„
T/Maj. 2/4 Gurkha Rifles, Abbottabad.
Staff, Overseas.
Kurrum Militia, Paradunar.
... T/Maj., Staff, Overseas.
... Staff, Overseas.
LIEUTENANTS.

ffrench Blake, M. A.. O'B.
Hadshaf, R. G.
.;.
Iliffe, R. O. ...
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
Barrett, D. P. R. ...
McDonald, F W. ...
Marshall, F. ...
Dent, J. F. ...
Dubois, G. F.
Harley, D. B.
Peckham, A. D.
Johnson, T. S..
... '
Thorneycroft, F. F....
Squire, S. J....
Wilson, P. F.
Hamilton, C. M. ...
Gatehouse, H. R. ...

..
..
..
..
..
..

T/Capt., 3 P.T.C.
T/Capt., War Office.
H.C. Bde., T.C.
T/Capt., B.A.O.R.
3 P.T.C.
T/Capt., 2/1 Gurkha Rifles Abbottabad

... T/Maj., H.Q. Malaya Command.
... T/Capt., Indian Military Academy,
Dehra Dun.
... 2nd Bn.
..." Staff, Overseas.
... Staff,Overseas.
... H.C. Bde., T.C.
... 2nd Bn.
... 2nd Bn.
... 3 P.T.C.
2ND LIEUTENANTS.

Howe, L G. ...
PhiUips, L. M.
Griffin, C. J....
Webber, J. W.

... W.S./Lt., Basic O.C.T.U., U.K.
... W.S./Lt., Malaya.
... T./Capt., attached Wiltshire Regiment.
QUARTERMASTERS.

Martin, H. J., M.B.E.
Ricketts, G. A.
Ransley, P. W., M.B.E.
Williams, L« J

.\.
...
...
...

Maj. (Q.M.), H.C. Bde., T.C.
Maj. (Q.M.), 3 P.T.C.
T/Maj., School of Chemical Warfare.
T/Maj. (Q.M.), 2nd Bn.
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was with pride and pleasure that all ranks of the Regiment greeted the
of His Majesty 'King Frederik IX as their ColonelinChief, and
Ia Tappointment
telegram to this effect, with respectful duty, was sent to His Majesty by
the Colonel of The Buffs.

King Frederik IX is a man of many abilities.
If his Royal birth had not called him to other
responsibilities he would certainly have been
able to make a distinguished career in at least
two professions.
For his present responsibilities as Head of the.
State, he was trained thoroughly for 35 years.
When his father succeeded to the Throne in
1912, he became at the age of 13 Crown Prince
and Heir Apparent. From that day his parents
guided his education, preparing him to assume
the duties of his father some day. At 18 he took
his seat in the Privy Council and for 30, years
he added practical experience in democratic
rule to his theoretical training in Statecraft.
At various times he took the wheel when King
Christian was temporarily away from the
country or prevented by grave illness from
carrying out his duties. Since his succession to
the Throne on 21st April this year, King
Frederik has just met his first major political
situation by appointing a new government after
the recent General Election.
The King is a sailor by training. On reaching
the University stage in his education, he joined
the Royal Danish Navy as Seaman No. 461
(the plate on his car used to have the same
number). Four years later, in 1921, when he
was 22, he was made a SubLieutenant, in 1922
a Lieutenant, and in 1927 a Lieutenant

Commander, commanding the torpedo boat
He was discharged from active
service in the Navy with the rank of Commander
in 1935. The increasing number of duties as
Crown Prince after his marriage in 1935 made it
impossible for him to remain afloat. But, in
1937, he joined the Navy Staff for a short time
and was soon after made a Captain. In 1939
he was raised to the rank of Commodore, and
in 1945 he became RearAdmiral. As King he
is CommanderinChief of the armed forces
and becomes, automatically, Admiral and
General.
Sohunden.

Since his boyhood King Frederik has been
devoted to music. It is not just a hobby, it is
a passion inherited from his mother. He
started playing the piano at 12, but he quickly
became a most serious concertgoer in his love
of orchestral music, especially by Wagner,
Grieg and Beethoven. At first he conducted to
the gramophone, but soon he came to practise
with a small amateur orchestra at Amalienborg.
And so he went on to conduct the orchestra of
the King's Body Guard and, later, the Royal
Theatre Orchestra itself, the Tivoli Concert
Hall Orchestra and the Radio Symphony
Orchestra.
One day, when conducting Beethoven's
Overture, the then Crown Prince stopped
the orchestra and told one of the musicians he

Egmont
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had placed a wrong note. Tjhe^musiciaii'Main
tained that he had played what was printed on
tlie music sheet. The Crown Prince stepped
down to investigate and' it' .«ras.. fougdThiat: the
musician was right^bixt the %Usic:^aS;;^Tong!
Although the sheets were old, nobody in the
orchestra had previously noticed the error.
King. Frederik is no horseman like his father,
but he is very fond of shooting, and he is as
dOVpted; Tot .motoring as his father was to
yachting.^^ These interests have brought him
into close contact with his country and its
people.' Shooting takes him far and wide and
brings him into conversation with people of all
classes, for the King prefers the small, intimate
shooting parties where he may meet the
ordinary men of the land and the forest to chat
with them over lunch at some simple cottage.
In the same way, his car as Crown Prince was
known all over the country, for he went every
where to get to' know his people and his
homeland.
'DENMARK'

Personalia.
January 1st, the Colonel of the Regiment
^^took over the duties as Chairman of the
Colonels' Committee, Home Counties Brigade
for the year 1948, from General Sir George
Giffard, G,B.E., D.S.O., A.D.C., Colonel, The
Queen's Royal Regiment.
Brigadier J. F. Whitacre Allen would like to
thank the anonymous donor who very kindly
sent him a copy of Colonel Moody^s 191419
History of the Regiment. The postmark
appeared to be "Sheerness", but there was no
other clue except a slip of paper with a message
that the sender hoped the gift would help in
the compilation of the new volume.
As the new volume is starting from 1919,
Brigadier Allen is forwarding the'copy to the
Hon. Secretary, Regimental Committee, who
has been asking for such copies.
Brigadier N. D. Rice has been paying a short
visit to this country upon a War Office confer
ence. We hear he returned to Singapore by air
early in January.
Colonel R. F. Pearson has kindly presented
to the Museum a roll book of Captain C. K.
Pearson's (his father) company when, the 2nd
Battalion were stationed at Malta in 1860.

In 1947, Colonel Pearson was Chief Range
 Officer at the Bisley National Rifle Meeting for
the„ fifteenth yearithen to a Public Secondary
Schools Cadet Cfimp as Commandant for the
twentieth year. Siiice then he has had to enter
a nursing home for an operation from which
we are glad to hear that he is making a good
recovery.
Lieut.Colonel E. H. Allen has been attending a
month's course at No. 3 Army College, Chisel
den. With him were Lieut. Payne and Lieut.
Wallace (5th Battalion). His batman, Pte.
Gorman, was with the 5th Battalion in 1941.
Colonel Allen has bought a house at Char
minster, near Dorchester, which he hopes to
take over in the Spring.
Squadron Leader Essell, who is at Acklington,
reports that he has had an excellent year with
honey and that his hens have provided them
with 350 eggs since June. He recently went to
Edinburgh, where he saw the Harts, in good
form.
Major G. L. B. Oliver has moved from his old
residence, and his address is : The Old Parson
Sutton Valence, Kent.
We .regret to hear that Lieut.Colonel R. M.
Watson has been very ill whilst on leave in
Johannesburg. After six weeks in hospital and
a further six weeks of convalescence, he is now
nearly restored to health.
He has left the Consular Service and bought
an interest in a business in Johannesburg.
Lieut.Colonel N. R. Reeves hopes to be
home on leave during the first week in February.
We understand that he is retiring shortly, when
his work as a civilian will take him to the North
of England.
Major J. G. Atkinson has sailed to join the
2nd Battalion, being accompanied by Major
B. J. Harris St. John returning off leave.
Major E. L. C. Edlmann has arrived home from
Hong Kong and is on a course.
Captain H. B. Shorter has recently been
appointed Secretary to the Nigerian Co
operative Department, a newlycreated post.
Mrs. Shorter has gone out by air to join him.
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Colonel C. R. B. Knight's appointment as
Commandant of the Royal Pioneer Corps
Depot at Burlish Crossing expired on January
1st. He expects to be released from the Army
in the near future.
Lieut.Colonel T. H. Spear reports that he had
a very pleasant drive from Brussels to Gibraltar,
where he arrived on January 6th. On the way
he had lunch with Mr. Guy Williams at Jerez,
who well remembered the 1st Battalion when
stationed at Gibraltar and the visit of Colonel
Power and a party of officers to \lbuhera.
x

Capt. A. G. V. Hollands is now Adjutant,
70 German P.W. Camp in Wales. He will be
remembered as Boy Hollands in the Great
War, son of the late SergeantMajor Jimmy
Hollands, 1st Battalion, in the Chitral days
and later 6th Battalion.
> *
Captain Hollands was civilian Master
Shoemaker with the 2nd Battalion from
1925 to 1939, when he went to France with that
battalion, and, after Dunkirk, served in Egypt
and Palestine, returning home in 1946.
His two sons both served in the recent war,
one as a radar officer, Merchant Service, the
other in the R.A.F.
Captain Hollands would be pleased to hear
from any Buff, young or old. His address is :
Werfa, Henllan, Llandssul, Cardiganshire.
Captain N. H. Delves is now at H.Q., 2nd
Echelon, B.T.A. Since May, 1947 he had been
employed as a Staff Captain in Austria and
Italy. During this time he met many people
who enquired of their friends in the Regiment,
amongst whom was the A.A. & Q.M.G. of the
Venice area, Lieut.Colonel Holmes, who knew
the 2nd Battalion when at Bordon.
We congratulate Mr. L. G. Goodsell,
exR.S.M., on receiving a Mention in Des
patches which he was awarded for Good Service
when serving with the R.A.F. Levies.
Mrs. Marshall wishes to thank the Officers of
the Regiment for the beautiful wreath which
they sent in memory of her late husband,
Brigadier F. A. J. E. Marshall. Her address is
now at 5K Hyde Park Mansions, London,
N.W.I.

We regret to record the . death of the late
CS.M. "Freddie" Faulkner, which occurred on
December 30th, 1947.
He will be wellremembered by members of
the 1st and 2nd Battalions and the Depot as
being a very cheerful member of the Single
members' brigade of the Sergeants' Mess. In
his younger days he was a very gobd sports
man, and always willing to help at any function
for the benefit of the Regiment.
We regret to record the death of the late
Sgt. Knights, D.C.M., who died suddenly on
Christmas Day. He was wellknown in the 2nd
Battalion, which he left on expiration of service
at Bordon in 1936.
Should any reader know the address of
exCpl. Bowman, regimental middleweight
boxer, 192530, will he please communicate with
Mr. H. W. Walton, 65 Lily Gardens, Alperton,
Middlesex.
We would also draw attention to the interesting
news relating to the Golfing Society on page 00.
It will be noticed that only six new members
are needed to bring the grand total of those
who have joined the Society since its inception
up to three hundred. We are in no doubt that
our readers will make a short shift of that ;
and we are equally confident that before the
year is out a further hundred or more will be
added to it, for the number of potential members
who are to be approached in the near future
already exceed several hundreds.

Future Events.
Dragon Club Dinner, Wednesday, 30th
June, United Service Club.
Canterbury Cricket Week, Saturday,
July 31st to Friday, August 6th.
Remembrance Sunday, August 8th.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
BIRTH

Hews,—On January 4th, 1948, at 23 New
Dover Road, Canterbury, to Maureen (nee
Sydney Smith), wife of Rodney Hews—a son.
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Photo by Portman Press Bureau

Captain and Mrs. J. T. R. Prestige, whose
wedding took place on Friday, December
12th, 1947, in Canterbury Cathedral

MARRIAGE

ENGAGEMENT

Prestige—Findlay.—On December 12th, 1947,
at Canterbury Cathedral, John Theodore
Radclyffe, only son of Sir John and Lady
Prestige, of Bourne Park, Bishopsbourne, to
Hilary Mavis, only daughter of the late
Colonel H. Findlay, C.B.E., and of Mrs.
Findlay, of Goldsmith House, Burgate,
Canterbury.

Lieut.Colonel K. M. C. Mallam and Miss
S. S. Homan
The engagement is announced between
Lieut.Colonel Kenneth Morey Crosland Mallam
(late The Buffs), eldest son of the late J. C.
Mallam and of Mrs. Mallam, The Manor, Up
wey, South Dorset, and Sybil Stuart (Betty),
younger daughter of the late L. E. B. Homan
and of Mrs. Homan, 55 Latymer Court, W.6*
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CHERRY
/BLOSSOM
V BOOT POLISH

Black, Brown
and Tonekke.

FOR A BRILLIANT

SHOE SHINE

CHISWICK PRODUCTS LTD.,

LONDON,W4.

COUGHS
& COLDS

IIP

the
st
to giv
the roots

Keep the roots active
and you will keep your
hair! Massage Brylr
creem well into the scalp
with the tips of your
fingers with an action
that moves the scalp on
the skull. Brylcreem's
tonic ingredients will
encourage the hairs' own
natural oils to function
efficiently—'Dry' hair,
'Tight' scalp, thinning
hair and dandruff be
come things of the past.
Brylcreem your hair to
day.

County Perfumery Co., Ltd., Honeypot Lane, Stanmore, Middx.

1/481

royds

rs&

34

per bottle
(Including Purchase Tax)

THE

FIRMS

FOLLOWING

CJMipii
MINERAL

WATERS

LEMON SQUASH, &c.
SOLD BY N.A.A.F.I. CANTEENS

COOLTIPT
VIRGINIA
by ABDULLA

'Wool' filter tip.

20 for 3'4

For Pressed
TryBURMA SAUCE
Glassware
Every drop is of full flavour

Ask for White—CottellV

Worcester Sauce

of all descriptions

JAMES A. JOBLING & CO., LTD.

Justtaste

%

DUNCANS
CHOCOLATE

i

its delicious!

I

For protection against
Skin Infection... USE

WRIGHTS *
 Coal TarSoap

Wear Glass Works, Sunderland

The London & Midland Steel Scaffolding
Co., Ltd. Iddesleigh House, Caxton St.,

^ DAVIS BURROW

BURTON'S PATENT "DOUBLE GRIP"
STEEL TUBULAR SCAFFOLDING

& SONS, LTD.

HUNSLET, LEEDS

BRUSH MANUFACTURERS

for Safety, Speed & Economy
Made of British
Steel Drop Forgings

Contractors to the Forces

Phonei Abbey 6483'4>5 Works: Old Hill,Staffs.

EDWARDS

WELGAR

SUPPORT

120 Years' Experience

Modern Plant for Steelworks, Shipyards, Sc.
'

'



'

",s

'

HENRY BERRY & CO. LTD.
Hydraulic and General Engineers

*
"HALLMARK"

AUTOMATIC REFRIGERATORS

NETS

ENRY POTTER

Croydon Works, LEEDS, 10

J. PARKINSON & SON

For the storage of foodstuffs of all
kinds, for making and storing ice cream,
cooling beer and wines, making ice and
other purposes in canteens and messes.

J. & E. HALL, LTD.

PLAIN & UNIVERSAL MILLING
MACHINES, SUNDERLAND GEAR
PLAINERS AND VICES

SHIPLEY





YORKS.

DARTFORD, KENT

-L^'ESTSTO UONOQ«

A.C. WILD &. Co., Ltd.

PAT0NS&BALDWINS

The London & Midland Steel Scaffolding
Co., Ltd. 'ddesleigh House, Caxton St.,

ENGINEERS

SPIN WOOLS FOR- ALL
KINDS OF CLOTHING

BURTON'S PATENT "DOUBLE GRIP'
STEEL TUBULAR SCAFFOLDING

CHARLOTTE ROAD

-

SHEFFIELD

LTD.

ALLOA : HALIFAX : LEICESTER
WAKEFIELD

The Walsall Electrical Co., Ltd.
61 BRIDGE ST., WALSALL
Electrical Measuring Instruments
BRAND

WEB EQUIPMENT CLEANERS

Switchboards, Switchgear

For Safety, Speed & Economy
Made of British
Steel Drop Forgings
Phone: Abbey 6483'4'S

Works: Old Hill, Staffs.

PARK DRIVE
C I G A R E T T E S f

| for pleasure
f»

PLAIN & CORK TIPPED
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The Buffs War Memorial Fund
1939—1945

'"THE objects of the Memorial are
' (a)' A Book of Life in which will be inscribed
the names of those in The Buffs and the Queen's
Own Rifles of Canada who lost their lives in
the recent war.
(b) To contribute towards the cost of placing
suitable stained glass in the windows of the
Warriors' Chapel.
(c) To erect an altar in the Warriors' Chapel,
so that it may become a place for meditation
and prayer and for occasional services.
This altar, properly furnished, will be in
memory of all who have ever served in The
Buffs.
Donations should be sent to the Hon.
Treasurer, The Buffs War Memorial Fund,
Depot The Buffs, Canterbury, Kent. The
target is £5,000. Please help us to attain this.
DONATIONS

s. d.
Mr. G. W. Clayton
Captain N. G. Wale ...
...
0 0
Mr. and Mrs. T. Hayward
0 0
Faversham Branch, Past and Present Assn.
Mr. W. H. Clarke
...
...
...
Mr. B. Couchman
...
...
Major and Mrs. G. A. Cox
Canterbury Branch, Past and Present Assn. 13 19
Total to date

£2,036 12 8

It will be remembered that The Buffs Chapel
Endowment Fund was handed over to the
Friends of Canterbury Cathedral seventeen
years ago. At that time the sum of £223 12s. 6d.
was entrusted to Miss Babington, the Steward
and Treasurer; this sum was invested in War
Savings Certificates and the interest accrued is
£203 15s. Id., making a total of £427 7s. lid.
available for the work on repairs to the Chapel.
Our grateful thanks are due to Miss Babington
for the care and preservatioh of this Fund
which has .made, the "wartime damage" repairs
possible, together with the repair and repainting
of the tombs and monuments.
Permission of the Dean and Chapter has now
been given for the erection of a stone altar and
the treatment of the 191418 War Memorial
that will form the Reredos, and the work will
shortly be commenced.
It is proposed that the Altar furnishings
should be presented by the 1st and 2nd
Battalions which served in the last war, and the
Depot, and the following sums have been
either already received or promised

1st Battalion £100
2nd Battalion £80
Any subscriptions received from individuals
who served in those battalions will, if so desired,
be specially allocated, to the Altar Furnishing
4
Fund.
|
The work on the tombs and monuments in
the Warriors' Chapel'has been carried out by
Mr. E. Lane under the direction, of Professor
Tristram ajnd Miss Babington.
In recognition of Mr. Lane's work, much of
which was carried out during the very cold
Winter of 194547, the War Memorial Com
mittee agreed to make him a special grant of £5;

Regimental History Fund.
DONATIONS
Major J. G. Atkinson
Mr. R. G. D. Alexander
Mrs. A. An< >rson
...
.
Captain J. Ibbott
Lieut.^Goloi IE. H. Allen
Whitacre Allen.
Brigadier J.
...
.
Mrs. R. J. Iger ...

Mr. T.Ahs<

Mr. T. Arn<
Captain W. G. Blaxland
LieutColonel E. P. C. Bruce
Major N. T.I Bailey
Captain H. H. C. Baird
Captain R. B. Barstow
LieutColonel E. Barry...
Captain M. B. Baron
Captain T. A. N. Bruce
Lieut M. W. F. Brown
Lieut. A. E. "Brittain
Lieut. A. D.iBroughton
Captain M. 1A. Bompas...
Major N. Hi Booth
Captain R.H. Bloonier...
...
Mr. R. S. Bell ...
Lieut K. OJ Beaumont
Mrs. C. E. Baynes
....
Captain M. Barton
Major C. F. Bailey
Mrs. R. G. V. Bailey ...
Mrs. R. Brooks ...
Mrs. D. R. Bowman ...
Mr. F. Biggs
Mr. Bemford
Mr. Buckeridge
Major D. Cl Coates
Cap|ain J. G. T. Crozier
Major B. H. Craig
Lieut.Colonel Crookenden
Lieut J. S. Crittenden
LieutColonel H. L. Cremer ...
LieutColonel R. W. Craddock
Major E. Clarke...
LieutColonel B. S. Collard .
Major A. E. Colley
Captain E. A. H. Collins
Major D. A. E. Chapman
Captain W, B. Channell

£
1
1
2
1
1
2

s. d.
1 0
1 0
2 0
1 0
0 0
2 0
10 0
10 0
5 0
1 1 0
5 $ 0
1 10 0
2 2 0
10 6
5 0 0
2 2 0
2 2 0
2 2 6
3 0 0
1 0 0
2 2 0
5 0 0
10 0
2 2 0
2 10 0
ir 6
2 10 0
2 10 0
2 6
10 0
2 2
1 0' 0
2 4
5 0
2 2 0
2 2 O
1 0 0
2 2 0
10 0
2 2 0
5 0 0
2 2 0
2 2 0
2 2 0
10 0
2 2 0
2 10 0

THE DRAGON
Major P. A. Cashford ...
....
Mr. R. Champion
;.. 
Colonel B. S. Collard ...
Mrs. E. Calvert ...
...
...
Mr. J. W. P. Clark
Mrs. A. R. Clack
Mrs. R. F. Collins
...
Mr; W. A. Chapman ...
Mr. F. Cawell ...
v..
...
MfvV. H. Cowle
..,
....
Lieut.Colonel M. P. Dewar ...
Colonel D. J. Dean
... . ...
Captain J. F. De Vrome.
...
Mr. J. Druce ...
Mrs. B. A. Dale...
.a
Mrs. L. Dunk ...
...
...
Mrs. A. K. Davis
Mr. W. Dawes ...
... J...
Mrs. M A. Dawson
Mr. H. Dell
...
Mr. R. Dollimore
...
Captain E. L. C. Edlmann
...
Mrs. Evans
Captain M. A. ffrench Blake ...
Mrs. A. Fearon ...
Major C. S. Field
Major P. R. H. Fox
Mr. G. W. Finn...
Rev. J. Griffin ...
Mrs. Finnegan
Mrs, Ferrers
Mrs. M. Fuller ...
Miss Fort...
Major H. R. Grace
...
Major C. D. K. Greenway
Lieut. R. W. Goodenough
Major R. J. Gittings
Captain A. B. J. Gannon
Captain I. B. Gammidge
LieutColonel B. W. Gostling...
Captain R. Goff...
...
Major A. C. Grigg
Mr.L. Griffiths ...
Mr. W. Brandford Griffiths
Major B. Harris St. John
LieutColonel E. Foster Hall ...
LieutColonel N. E. Hoare
Lieut.Colonel N. S. Hart
...
Lieut.Colonel G. F. Hamilton
Lieut ^Colonel Hammond Davies
Captain E. G. Heimsath
Captain E. P. Hills
Captain A. D. M. Hilton
Major C. H. Hood
...
Major A. Houblon
LieutColonel G. R. Howe ...
Lieut, A. H. Hyland
Major H. S. Hatfeild ...
Mrs, B. Herbert
Mr. A. Humber ...
Mrs,,E. Hughes
Colonel J. C. Hooper ...
Mrs.X. D. Hall...
Mrs. Harber
...
..\
Mr. G. H. Harris
Mr. R. T. Hawker
Mr. E. Hollander
...
...
Mr. j. T. Hurley...
...
...
Mrs. K. Hutchins
...
Major A. G. Jelf
Major J. G. Iggulden ...
...
Captain W. M. Iversen...
Colonel J. V. R. Jackson

£ s. d.
5
2
2

2
2

10 0

2 2 0

2 6

10 0

2 2 0

2 2 0
2 2 0
2 2 0
1 1 0
10 0
10 0
2 6
6 B
10 6
10 0
2 6
2 2

1 1
1
1
1 1 0

2 2 0
2 2 0

1 1 0

2 10 0
10 0

10 0

2' 2

2
2
2
2

2
2
2
2

0

0
0
O
0

1 1 0

10 0
2 2 0
2 2 0
2 2 0
10 0
2 2 0
2 2 0

3 3 0
2 2 0

2 2 0
2 2 0

1 1 0

10 0
2 2 0
10 0

1 *0 0

5 0 0

2
2
2
2

0
0
0
0
5 0
10 6
10 0
2
2
2
2

5 0
5 0

2 2 0

5 0
10 0
5 0
5 0

£ s. d.
Captain R. E. Jackson
Lieut. F. G. A. James ...
...
Mr. H. B. Jones...
....
...
Sir Charles Innes
LieutColonel King ...
Lieut.Colonel H. S. Knocker ...
MajorGeneral Sir J. Kennedy...
Lieut. W. Knight
Colonel C. R. B. Knight
Mrs. A. Kendall...
Mr. J. Keary
Major P. J. Lewis
Lieut.Colonel G. Lee ...
Lieut. R. I. H. LloydJones ...
Lieut Colonel L. W. Lucas . /.
Mr. E. C. Legh
...
...
Mrs. C. Le Marchand
.
Major H. J. Martin
Captain E. C. Metson ...
Major H. Milton
Mr. R. S. Mount
Miss E. M. K. Marshall
Dr. Murphey ...
Miss M. U. F. Morris ...
Miss N. Morris
LieutColonel L. C. R. Messell
Mr. Millican
Mrs. F. E. Miller
Mr. J. Maddock
Mr. Maxim
...
Mrs. G. Mayes
...
Mr. G. L. Matthews
Colonel J. G. Nicholson
LieutColonel J. H. Carroll Nealy
Lieut. E. S. Overy
LieutColonel F. W. B. Parry...
Major A. Peareth
Lieut.Colonel Penlington
LieutColonel R. F. Parry
Captain A. J. Parish
Captain L. G. Pearson ...
Major T. A. Pearson ...
Mrs. Pender
...
Lieut. P. J. Perse
Captain W. H. Pitkin ...
Captain R. E. Papworth
Captain W. K. Potts
Major D. J. B. Powell ...
Lieut. C. PowellCotton
LieutColonel R. E. Power ...
Lieut D. U. Prentice ...
...
Captain G. R. T. Prestige
Lieut. R. E. S. Price
Lieut. J. B. Pugh
Mrs. E. Parsonage
Mrs. A. P. Paine
Colonel A. J. D. Rose ...
LieutColonel T. R. Reid
...
Brigadier N. Rice
Lieut. O. R. Rasmuss ...
Mr. F. T. Reeves
Captain E. J. Reynolds...
Lieut. Rf W. E. Reynolds
Colonel W. H. Rowe
Lieut. (Q.M.) T. A. Rowcliffe ...
Mr. F. Ramsey ...
 Mr. F. Raby
MajorGeneral Hon. G. Scarlett
Lieut.Colonel E. S. Scott
Lieut. V. J. Sayer
Major C. Sessions
...
...
Captain R. Sherwood ...
Captain H, Shorter

3 0
0 0
2 0
1 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
1 0
0 0
::
10 .0
2 2 0
.. 2 "2 0
.. 1 1 0
.. 2 2 0
.. 2 2 0
.. 5 5 0
.. 2 2 0
.. 2 0 0
.. 2 2 0
.. 2 2 0
.. 2 2 0
.. 2 2 0
.. 1 0 0
5 0
..
5 0
5 5 0
.. 2 2 0
10 0
10 0
1 1 0
5 0
10 0
;; 2 2 0
.. i 1 0
.. 2 10 0
.. 2 2 0
.. 2 2 0
.. 3 3 0
.. 3 3 0
... 2 2 0
7 0
i 1 0
2 2 0
... 2 2 0
... 2 10 0
... 5 0 0
10 0
4 4 0
10 0
!!! I 0 0
... 2 2 0
... 2 2 0
2 10 0
10 0
... 2 2 0
... 1 0 0
... 2 2 0
... 2 2 0
... 2 2 0
... 3 0 0
... 2 2 0
... 3 0 0
... 2 2 0
... 1 1 0
... 3 0 0
... 1 0 0
5 0
...
1 2 2 0
... 1 0 0
... 1 1 0
... 2 2 0
... 2 2 0
... 2 2 0
..
...
..
..
..
..
..
..
..

3
1
2
1'
2
2
2
1
5
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£ s. d.
Major R. S. Simpson ...
Lieut.Colonel G. E. Stevens
Lieut. Q. J. H. Stone
Captain W. T. Stone
Colonel E. F. D. Strettell
Mrs. B. Sanders
Captain F. E. Thorneycroft
Major C. R. Tuff
Major A. J. H. Taylor ...
Brigadier A. B. Thomson
Major R. J. Tuke
Lieut.Colonel A. F. A. Turne
Mrs. Truman
Mr. R. Tritton
Mrs. M. Tunstall
Mr. E. Townsend
Mr. G. A. Thomas
Lieut.Colonel C. E. Vaughan
Lieut. P. F. Wilson
Captain J. B. Worts
Lieut.Colonel R. Watson
Major R. W. M. Webster
Mr. W. Whigham
Mr. J. W. Willey
Major F. G. B. Wills ...
Lieut.Colonel J. R. Willows

2 2 0
5

5 0

4

4 0

2 2 0
2 2 0

1 1 0
2 2 0

2 2 0
2 2 0
2 2 0

2
2
2
2
2

2
2
2
2
2

2
2

2 10
1 1

2
2
2
25
2
2
2

2
2
2
0
2
2
2

0
0
0
0
0
6
6
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Honorary Membership, Messes
Broadview,
Andrew Road,
Winchester.
19th December, 1947.

7

Sergeants of the Royal Sussex Regiment will
gladly avail themselves.
Yours sincerely,
F. V. FOSTER,

MajorGeneral the Hon. G. Scarlett, C>B., M.C.,
Stonegreen Hall, Mersham, Ashford, Kent.
Greenhill House,
Uckfield,
Sussex.
Xlth December, 1947.
Dear Scarlett,
On behalf of my Regiment I have the greatest
pleasure in accepting the generous invitation of
The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment) that all
serving Officers, Warrant Officers, Colour
Sergeants and Sergeants of the Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment shall consider
themselves honorary members of the Officers
and Sergeants' Messes respectively of all
Battalions of The Buffs and of your Messes at
Canterbury.
Yours sincerely,
N. I. WHITTY.
MajorGeneral the Hon. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C.,
Stonegreen Hall, Mersham, Ashford, Kent.

The Barracks,
Chichester.
Xlth December, 1947.

Inglis Barracks,
Mill Hill,
London, N.W.7.
Tel. Finchley 2611.
16th December, 1947.
Dear General,
Thank you for your letter advising me of the
honour The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment)
have bestowed upon the Regiment. We are
honoured and delighted to accept the kind
invitation conveyed by you that serving
members of the Middlesex Regiment (D.C.O.)
should consider themselves honorary members
of respective Messes in The Buffs (Royal East
Kent Regiment).
I enclose a reciprocal invitation from our
Regiment.
Yours sincerely,
M. BROWNE.
MajorGeneral the Hon. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C.,
Stonegreen Hall, Mersham, Ashford, Kent.

Dear Scarlett,
The Royal Sussex Regiment much appreciate
the honour paid it by The Buffs (Royal East
Kent Regiment) in making its Officers, Warrant
Officers and Sergeants honorary members of
your Regiment's Messes. This is a privilege of
which the Officers, Warrant Officers and

Officers' Mess,
Inglis Barracks,
Mill Hill, N.W.7.
Colonel M. Browne, M.C, D.L., on behalf of
the Middlesex Regiment (D.C.O.) hopes that all

Dear Scarlett,
All Officers, Warrant Officers, Colour Ser
geants and Sergeants of the Queen's Royal
Regiment have much pleasure in accepting the
kind invitation of all units of The Buffs to
consider themselves honorary members of the
Officers' and Sergeants' Messes respectively, a
privilege of which they will gladly avail them
selves.
Yours sincerely,
G. F. GIFFARD.

MajorGeneral the Hon. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C.,
Stonegreen Hall, Mersham, Ashford, Kent.
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serving Officers, Warrant Officers, Colour
have joined since that date can be counted on
Sergeants and'/ Sergeants of The Buffs (Royal the fingers of one hand. Of course there are
East Kent Regiment) will consider themselves many obvious reasons for this, but it must not
as Honorary Members of the Officers' and . be overlooked that, if the Society is ever again
Sergeants' Messes of the Middlesex Regiment
to regain its prosperity—and how important
(D.C.O.).
this is—it is the younger generation alone
who can bring this happy state of affairs about.
So it is to these whom we make yet another
special appeal to send their names to the Hon.
Secretary, Depot The Buffs, accompanied by
their Life Membership fee of 10/ only, and their
permanent, not temporary, address.
IT is early days yet, so it is far from any
THE HON. SECRETARY
^spirit of despair that we have to report that
Owing
to
the irksome imposition of the
the response to the call for new members made
withdrawal of the basic petrol ration and his
in The Dragon of last month has been three
other activities, Lieut.Colonel J. R. Willows
only, whereas the hope had been for a score or
has relinquished the duty of Hon. Secretary, but
more. Here are the names, and so welcome as
continues as Hon. Treasurer. We thank him
these are ^ we give them in the special type!
for his services of the past two years and more,
Temporary Major Hugh Collins
and shall hope to see him taking part in our
Captain M. A. O, B. ffrench Blake
future meetings. Pending the appointment of
his successor, Lieut.Colonel J. Crookenden, with
LieiiL R. J. H. Pacy.
the assistance of Captain H. H. C. Baird, has
THE HANDBOOK
very kindly undertaken this job.
There will be some delay in the issue of the
revised edition of the Handbook for so extensive
Book Review
have been the alterations, and so uncertain is
the accuracy of much of the work already done,
[The following review was written by Com
that it has been decided, prior to the actual
mander Stagg, who was one of the prime movers in
printing, to send each member the particulars
the arrangements for enlisting Danes in The
relating to his good self for approval or
Buffs during the war. It is printed with
correction. The amount of work this has in
acknowledgments to Denmark.—Ed.]
volved will be realised by all, and the Society
Paa Feltog med t(The Buffs" gennem Italien
cannot be too grateful to the Captain (Lieut.
By AAGE JUUL
Colonel J. Crookenden), Major A; J. Peareth
published
by
Chr.
Erichsen, Copenhagen, 167 pp.
and his two assistants, Miss Honney and Mr.
Sharp, who have undertaken this finnicky and
/^APTAIN Aage Juul has given the world an
tedious jobi which has brought to light the
^enthralling and intimate picture of life in
following interesting particulars. The number
The Buffs as led by himself and his small
of members is 251, but how many of these are
"token" party of Danes during the campaign
nonplaying members—a sadly high proportion
in Italy, from 9th April, 1944, until the
it is feared—has yet to come to light. The
battalion became a holdingdown force in
number of late members, namely those whom
the Austrian Tyrol immediately following
the Society has lost since its inception, is 43.
VEDay.
The total number, therefore, of those who have
In an introductory chapter he makes refer
joined the Society since its birth has been no
ences to the historical links between the Danish
less than 296, a record unsurpassed by any
Royal House and The Buffs, but he does not
other regiment throughout the British Army,
include any account of the measures taken to
and one which we hope to shatter before the
enable patriotic young Danes to be enrolled in
year is out!
The Buffs as their very own regiment. These
THE YOUNGER GENERATION.
are interesting and to know them gives greater
significance to Captain Juul's personal record
But there has been another discovery which
of the Italian campaign.
is not so encouraging. This is the all too few
of the younger generation who have come along
Following Hitler's stealthy rape of Denmark,
with us. For example, a check up on the latest, every Dane in Britain found himself in a peculiar
edition of the .Army List shows that, with one
legal position, being neither enemy nor neutral
or two^ exceptions only,, every serving officer
nor ally. Although every Englishman who
who joined" the Regiment prior to late 1939 is
knew the Danes was* well aware that the hearts
a member, whereas the number of those who
of 99% of them were beating completely in

The Buffs Golfing
Society

-
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theu ve no time
to

...

All over the country men and women on essential work, who have to get
around in a hurry, can't afford to lose time through transport delays.
With a Ford, they are sure that their Ford Dealer and Ford Service
Facilities will keep their car always in firstclass running order. Whether
it is general maintenance, a spare, repair, or even the replacement
of an engine, the jofi is done efficiently and at low fixed prices. Fords
are playing an important part in today's prosperity drive, by
providing essential transport for the men and women whose jobs
demand, essential motoring^ >
PREFECT

Voih.p.

ANGL5A 8 Is.p.

C O N S T A N T IN P E R F O R M A N C E
COMPANY

LIMITED,

D A G E N H A M

' Second lo None'

THE COMMON COLD
—a
for plan
its prevention

CIGARETTES

Every year, many thousands of people successfully
avoid colds with the help of Serocalcin. Its use, both
in the prevention and treatment of the common cold,
has given consistendy satisfactory results. Serocalcin is
not infallible, but its record is such that it merits a trial
by everyone subject to colds.
Prevention of Colds
Two Serocalcin tablets are taken daily for 30 days. In
many cases this gives 3 to 4 months immunity from
colds.
Treatment of an existing Cold
Three tablets are taken three times daily. Commenced
in the early stages of a cold this often clears up the
attack in 3 to 4 days. Serocalcin is suitable for adults
and children.

GREYS
Just honest-to-goodness^
tobacco
Plain or corktipped
* will always
appeal to those
smokers who ask
of a cigarette
that it shall be
pleasant
and satisfying.

1 Greys

Serocalcin is available in two sizes; 60 tablets for the
immunising course and 20 tablets for treatment.

All who suffer from colds are invited to send to Harwoods
Laboratories Ltd., Watford, for descriptive booklet
" Immunity from Colds A

SEROCALCIN
Regd.

FOR THE PREVENTION & TREATMENT OF COLDS

15 for 2'6
ISSUED
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TAKE CARE

*
BRYMAY
SAFETY
MATCHES

THE NATCH FOR THE
BRITISH FORCES

BRITISH MADE BY BRYANT & MAY

^jnfiii

There are a lot of
surprise
about. Nobody knows how they
come and where they come from. It's
m o r e to the point to know what to do
when they put in an appearance. The
answer is —use 4 ASPRO' directly the
co'^s

a

mx.

shivery, depressing symptoms begin
to afflict you. 'ASPRO' speedily prevents the

further progress of the cold—soothes away aching
_ dx^i^ksensations and promotes a healthy skin action,
thereby helping to eliminate the poisons by way
of the pores. Why not let 'ASPRO' save

you from colds and 'flu ?

T/ttortttomoMfa uAinc

ASPRO

BAD COLD AND
PAINS RELIEVED

Obtainable from

your N.A.A.F.I,
CANTEEN

441
G. B. writes from London, N.l
have had a very bad cold in my head
and pains in my limbs. I have found Made by ASPRO LIMITED.
4ASPRO' have done me the world of
Slough,
good and in future they will be the first
Bucks
thing I will go for.**

ASPRO
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unison with his own, yet the formalities to be
overcome before Danes could make their
contribution to the fighting strength of the
Allied forces was formidable. Towards the close
of 1940, however, the War Office and Air
Ministry, each granted a temporary commission
to one Dane so that—after the blessing given
to the newlyformed Danish Council by the
Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs on
a public occasion in February, 1941,—it was
possible to arrange for a private lunch in the
Danish Club at which facilities for recruitment
in the forces of the British Crown could be
arranged.

At this luncheon in March, 1941, there were
present Generals Sir John Kennedy and
Scarlett of The Buffs, Sir John Dashwood of
The Foreign Office, the President and Chairman
of the Danish Council, and Captain W. M.
Iversen who, as Denmark's "ewelamb", was
then wearing the uniform of an officer in the
British Army. The two Generals there and then
gave their assurances to the Danish Council that
all suitable Danes would be welcomed into the
ranks of The Buffs as subjects of their Colonel
inGhief, King Christian. They would be per
mitted to wear not only the word Denmark as a
shoulderflash but also a miniature Dannebrog.
Thenceforward Colonel Howe of The Buffs
Depot at Canterbury, and Colonel Williams of
the Adj utantGeneral's Department at the War
Office, gave unfailing assistance to the enrol
ment of Danes into The Buffs. The numbers of
one period reached a total of 65 with four
officers during 1942, but these fluctuated
considerably owing to withdrawals for service
in Commandos and for special service. A
Danish Recruiting Office was set up in the offices
of the Danish Council where all Danish men
and women applying to serve in any and every
branch of the British Forces were enrolled.
And in July, 1942, a Military Committee of the
Danish Council was formed to bring the fighting
units as much under Danish control (outside
Service matters) as the War Office would per
mit, to direct welfare work, and to encourage
recruitment among all free Danes.
This is the background to Captain Kuul's
book. For me at any rate, it adds significance
to the story he tells and helps me in trying to
give an idea of its content and interest.
Juul landed at Naples on 9th April, 1944,
having five Danish privates in company. With
these he reported at 1st Buffs Headquarters in
a bombproof shelter on the Anzio Bridgehead.
His statement that he was Danish and had
Danes with him became the topic of the day.
The veteran Quartermaster related stories of
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King Christian's visits to the Canterbury
Depot and said they had a Dannebrog flag with
the battalion which used to /be flown on the
King's birthday until war* put a stop to such
customs.
At Anzio there ensued a period of trench
warfare res>embling that waged in the first
World War Juul gives a vivid description of
this. Incidentally he mentions how he had to
take over a slection of the line from an Afrikander
Officer whose English was as broken as his own.
The South! African warned Juul never' to
wander past a British sentry without being
accompanied by an Englishman to give the
password since British sentrifs would shoot at
the suspicion of a German accent—a precaution
which Juul neglected but once, and nearly paid
dearly for doing so. The author was greatly
impressed by the spirit of mutual understanding
between officers and other ranks in The Buffs
which reflects an admiration for Buff morale
that must delight every reader from Britain—
especially those from East Kent.
It was a great day for Juul when they broke
out of the Anzio Bridgehead. There followed a
short spell of marching as prisonerofwar, an
exciting escape, and then comparatively peace
ful days in the surroundings of Rome.
A short account of fighting in the streets of
Florence is filled with thrills which it is pleasant,
to share with the author from the comfort of an
armchair, though the numerous descriptions
of the dusty roads Qf Italy are so vivid that
only shortage of whisky in modernday Eng
land prevents slaking the thirst engendered by
the mere reading of it.
Captain Juul gives an interesting account of
an Intelligence Course held near Rome inthe
Autumn of 1944, where every Allied nation
seemed to be represented; and his boon conn
panion was a BrazilianSwede.
The moment of high tragedy came, however,
when he leirnt of the death of Captain Hansen
Moller of fjhe 5th Buffs. "Danny", as he was
familiarly called by his English officer friends,
had fled across the North Sea in a fishing boat
around Nejw Year, 1943, and many members
of the Danish Club will remember the genial
stocky little Ritmester during the weary months
he waited for employment, always hoping to
 be received into a cavalry regiment and get
among his beloved horses again. He could have
had a base appointment in London had, he so
desired, out he preferred a fighting
life.
"Danny" was wounded on the way North after
Cassino. had fallen, but was soon back in his
regiment again. HansenMoller was an ideal
leader of patrols and it is said that on one
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occasion he caused a German outpost to
surrender merely by swearing at them. This
brave Danish officer fell on a. slope of the
Appennines, and lies buried in a military
cemetery in the Sanierno Valley.
Captain Juul then tells us of a long holdup
around the Valley of the Po—not dust this
time, but mud and mud and again mud—and
finally of the breakthrough with the aid of the
new devastating flamethrowers. So came a
helterskelter advance through Padua into the
Tyrol, where he leaves The Buffs at the little
town of Dellach guarding about 7,000 white
Caucasians. Juul, Parko, and Vang got leave—
and , a jeep—there, and they motored across
Austria and Germany until their passes were
inspected by an English Lieutenant at Krusaa,
who waved them over the Danish frontier with
the cry : "You lucky chaps";
This is a fascinating story that every Anglo
Dane should read. It is charmingly told and
entirely without vain glory. These were the .
first Danes to take part in a victorious' cam
paign with the British Army since our King—
Dutch William—recruited mercenaries in Den
mark 250 years ago. But HansenMoller, Juul,
Kurstein, Clausen, DonsMadsen, Parko, Schultz
—and the countless other fighting Danes whose
exploits fall outside the scope of this book—did
not join the British this time as "mercenaries"
but prepared to fight for the honour of Denmark
and for the freedom and ideals they share with
their own fellowcountrymen and with ours.
~
 r;"V
"
F.N.S.

necessities of life, there is little left to him but
to watch the hands of the clock go round until
it is time for some Chouxfleur au rien, a "nice
cup of tea" or a slab of cod. I am even debarred
from partaking in the "Hunt the Slipper"
parties as suggested by Sir Stafford Cripps a
month or two ago! It has been whilst so
watching that this "Mixed Grill".—or should,
it be "Tripe and Onions"—has come to his
mind, and he offers it with the humble apologies
which it demands.
NEWS FROM OVERSEAS

First comes news from Canada as George
Chapman tells me' that he, gallant man, has sent
over thirty food parcels to his old friends in0
this country—and what a bumper one mine
was : and he adds that the allin weight of this
munificence was no less than» 245 lbs., the
equivalent, by the way, of a twelve and a half
years supply of bacon or cheese for my house
hold of three in these "Talk Success" times.
And also comes a parcel from the Arthur
Goodalls in Australia—tins of all manner of
delicious things—together with their good
wishes to all old friends, especially members of
the Golfing Society, which Arthur trusts is as
flourishing as ever. (See page 8).
A HOME HINT

It is only natural that when The Dragon
comes to my mind my thoughts fly back to the
happy years when. I had the privilege of being
its Editor, and here is the story relating to my
endeavour to introduce a "Woman's Page",
which I thought might be of special interest to
the "married families", especially those then
 serving in far distant Aden. On putting the
paper to bed, I found myself with about an inch
to spare at the foot of the page. "Why not a
LOW astonishing are the results arising from
Home Hint ?" suggested Oliver Mason, my then
* the abolition of the basic petrol ration ! very talented assistant editor, whose originality
There are, for instance, the tens of thousands
never failed either with brush or pen. So in
of fieW churchgoers, not overlooking the Jew
went the following taken from Home Chat:—
who has; picked up magnums of "supple
"Two Halibut Oil Capsules a day are a good
mentary" as compared to pints on discovering,
preventive
of chilblains."
clever man !, that the nearest synagogue to his
And here in the printer's error which crept in.
home is some 25 miles distant. There are the
strange number of private cars now to be seen
"Two Halibut Oil Capsules a day are a good
fitted with trailers, to say nothing of those
preventive of children " !
with laundry baskets or some other such para
The story, however, does not end there, for
phernalia piled up high on their luggage grids.
no sooner had the paper appeared when the
There are those, too, who whisperingly tefl one
following telegram reached me from a "constant
that having picked up an odd pint or two, * reader" who seldom failed to add to his house
they are all right, for they can still "keep their
hold every year
car on the road" ! Now I wonder what that
"Thank God you have found the solution at
means ! And there is the responsibility of what
last!"
follows on this page, as the writer, a bit of a
And so the Woman's Page rather distressingly
crock these days, has been allotted just under
closed down, but apparently not without having
five pints a week only, with the result that,
accomplished something!
apart from fetching and carrying the bare
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SOME RELAPSE !

PERSONALIA

Reminiscences when lying back in an arm
chair are, of course, as easy as falling off a log,
but how relentless one's memory can be in
every day life. For example, when Editor of
The Dragon, and living out at Kingston some
five miles from the office, I took my wife into
Canterbury one morning, the arrangement being
that I should pick her up at Twyman's corner
on my return for lunch. So far so good, but
imagine my astonishment and fear on arrival at
our cottage to see our maid standing in the
middle of the road with her face swollen
as if s she,, had been weeping, and literally
stamping her feet as if in the agonies of distress.
My only thought was that the worst had
happened, and indeed it had.
"You've forgotten the Mistress", she shrieked
at me in utter passion.
"My God, Winnie, so I have", was my
sheepish reply as I slipped into reverse.
"I knew I had forgotten something !"

Here, if I may, I should like to support
Robin Tuke's recent plea for ifipre Personalia,
as I think all will agree that this is the most
lookedforwardto feature in our journal, for
how joyou it always is to get the latest news
friends. But how skimpy this
of one's old
<
feature noW is, and yet (low easy it should be
to double,J if indeed not treble it, for there can
be no readers of The Dragon quite so jonely
that they do not receive interesting news from
their frieniis. So why not send this along on a
postcard to the Editor ?
H.H.C.B.

"NOT IN THESE TROUSERS"

And it is natural, too, that my thoughts
should very often veer towards Prince's, where
I spent ten such happy years as Secretary,
and here is a somewhat disturbing incident
that came my way. It relates to the time, not
so very long ago when, to the amazement and
horror of members, ladies dared for the
first time to appear on a golf course in gray
flannel trousers or slacks. My Lord and
Master, the late Sir Harry MallabyDeeley,
would have none of this. His definite and
somewhat alarming instructions were, in fact,
to turn them off the premises "at the double"
and without any argument. Finding two very
attractive lassies, whom I had not met
previously, garbed in sailcoloured slacks out
side the clubhouse, I introduced myself and,
rather ashamedly but very tactfully, I thought,
passed on my instructions ; and then I turned
away sheepishly and hoped for the best. The
following morning their father walked into the
office, where the following conversation took
place :—
PATERFAMILIAS : "I am afraid you have
fairly fallen foul of my daughter Sara,"
SELF : "I'm more thaii sorry to hear that,
Why, what has happened ?"
PATERFAMILIAS "Well, when I returned
home l&st night, my daughter Sara came up to
me and said : "What a dreadful place Prince's
is. When Joan and I were up there today ^a
horrible old man with a limp came up to us and
told us to take our trousers off."

|

ReUnion.

Party for all ranks who served
AinREUklON
the 11th Buffs/89 L.A.A. Regiment was

held at the New Inn, Westminster Bridge
Road, London, on Saturday, 27th December,
1947. Sixtyfive men sat down to an excellent
supper including representatives of R.H.Q.
and of all the batteries, many having gone to
the expense and trouble of travelling long
distances ! for the occasion. The officers and
former officers present were Clive Bossom,
Harry Emms, Roger Keane, Hugh Paddick,
John Persson and John Bickersteth> who very
ably organised the party.
Lieut.Colonel Willows and Lieut.Colonel
Cory wer£ among many others who wrote or
sent messages of good wishes. There was much
enthusiasjn for a "repeat performance" and
next year it is hoped to organise a party on a
larger scale to include wives.
. .
Could did_ members send their address along
to Captaiji C. Bossom, No. 3 P.T.C., Depot The
Buffs, so ^hat a more complete list of addresses
can be compiled.
C.B.

Sandhurst Chapel Memorial Fund
Sandhurst Chapel Memorial Fund,
DONATIONS.
...
Captain E. G. Cox
Lieut.Coldinel G. E. F. Oliver
Captain H Butcher ...
Major A. I Colley
Lieut.ColcInelE.H. Allen ...
Major D. < ). Coates
Captain F de R. Morgan

£ *
10
10
10

d
0
0
0

10 0

10 0
10 0
10 0
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Regimental Gazette.
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF
TUESDAY, 2ND DECEMBER, 1947,. DATED
. FRIDAY, 5TH DECEMBER, 1947.

SUPPLEMENT, TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF
FRIDAY, 19TH DECEMBER, 9147, DATED
TUESDAY, 23RD DECEMBER, 1947.

REGULAR ARMY*
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION.

The War Office, 23rd December, 1947.

THE BUFFS,.—2nd Lt. (War Subs. Capt.)
Henry Steven Lyons (384661) from Ind. Army,
Emerg. Commn., to be Capt., 11th December,
1946, with seniority 29th June, 1945.

The King has been graciously pleased to
approve the appointment of His Majesty
King Frederik IX of Denmark to be
ColonelinChief of The Buffs (The Royal
East Kent Regiment).

REGULAR ARMY.

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF
FRIDAY, 5TH, DECEMBER, 1947, DATED
TUESDAY, 9RA DECEMBER, 1947.
TERRITORIAL ARMY.

I.

THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (War Subs. Lt.)
Laurence John Parslow (315191) from R. t
Fus. Emerg. Commn. to be Lt., 2nd October,
1947, with seniority 22nd April, 1944.
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF
TUESDAY, 9TH DECEMBER, 1947, DATED
FRIDAY; 12TH DECEMBER, 1947.
REGULAR ARMY.
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS.
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. I. Mayman (377493)

to be Lt., 1st December, 1947.



SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF
FRIDAY, 12TH DECEMBER, 1947, DATED
TUESDAY, 16TH DECEMBER, 1947.

REGULAR ARMY.
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS.
THE BUFFS.—The undermentioned 2nd Lts.

to be Lts. :—R. D. V, Hill (377492), 1st Dec,,
1947; A. G. Reynolds (377947), 15th Dec./
1947; N. M. Champs (373794), 21st Dec., 1947.
TERRITORIAL ARMY.
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (War Subs. Lt.) Walter
Henry Hannah (384848), from Spec. List,
(ex Ind. Army) Emerg. Commn., to be Lt.,
2nd October, 1947, with seniority 19th Novem
ber, 1944, and is granted the actg. rank of Lt.,
2nd October, 1947.
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF
TUESDAY, 23RD DECEMBER, 1947, DATED
FRIDAY, 26TH DECEMBER, 194?. .
REGULAR ARMY/

REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS,

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS.

. THE BUFFS.—Lt. G. J. FrangopuloHervey

 THE BUFFS.—14189209 Cadet John Basil
Carter Sharp (379291) to be 2nd Lt., 10th May,
1947. (Substituted for the notifn. in Gazette
(Supplement) dated 10th May, 1947).

(81719), having attained the age limit of
liability to recall, relinquishes his commn.,
15th December, 1947, retaining the rank of Lt.
REGULAR ARMY.
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS.
THE BUFFS.—The notifn. regarding War
Subs. Lt. H. R. Nevshehir (214040) in Gazette
(Supplement) dated 24th October, 1947, is
cancelled*
SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE
OF TUESDAY', 16TH ; DECEMBER, 1947, DATED
FRIDAY, 19TH DECEMBER, 1947.
REGULAR ARMY.
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION.
THE BUFFS;—2nd Lt. (War Subs. Capt.)
Ambrose Marriott (301770) from Emerg,
Commn., to be Capt., 1st November, 1947, with
seniority 1st November, 1945,

FIFTH SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE
OF TUESDAY, 3QTH DECEMBER, 1947, DATED.
FRIDAY, 2ND JANUARY, 1948.
REGULAR ARMY.
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (War Subs. Lt.) James

William Webber (360339) from Emerg. Commh.
to be 2nd Lt., 3rd January^ 1948, with seniority
2nd December, 1947.
REGULAR ARMY.
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS.
THE BUFFS,—War Subs. Lt. T. Beevers

(129472) relinquishes his commn. on appt. to
icommn. in the T.A, Gen. List, 13th November,
1947.
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TERRITORIAL ARMY.
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (War Subs;. Lt.) Alan

Glyn Eames (384873) from Special List (exInd.
Army) Emerg. Commn. to be 2nd Lt., 2nd
October, 1947, with seniority 28th October,
1945, and is granted the actg. rank of Lt., 2nd
October, 1947.
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF
FRIDAY, 2ND JANUARY, 1948, DATED TUESDAY,
6TH JANUARY, 1948.
REGULAR ARMY.
EMERGEN6Y COMMISSIONS.
THE BUFFS.—War Subs. Lt, G. Y. Richardson

(278396) relinquishes his commn. on account of
disability, 4th January, 1948, and is granted
the hon. rank ofLt.

TERRITORIAL ARMY.
BUFFS.—War Subs. Maj. (Qr.Mr.)
F; G. Verlander, M.B.E., T.D. (39621) to be
THE

Maj. (QnMr.), 11th April, 1945.
Maj. (Qr.Mr.) F. G. Verlander, M.B.E., T.D.
(39621), having exceeded the age limit, retires,
6th January, 1948, retaining the rank of Maj.
(Qr.Mr^
WAR OFFICE ORDERS.

No. 49 ISSUED ON 4TH DECEMBER, 1947.
REGULAR ARMY.
THE BUFFS.—The notifn. regarding Capt.
(T/Maj.) A. W. Gay (95240) in WO. Orders
No. 46/1947, is cancelled.
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS.

The undermentioned W.S. Lt (A/Capt.) to
be T/Capt. :—
THE BUFFS.—H. D. Smith (357898), 13th
May, 1947.
The notifn. regarding the undermentioned in
W.O. Orders is cancelled :—
THE BUFFS.—NO. 18/1942: W.S. Lt, J. A. R,
McCawley (153844).
ARMY AIR CORPS.
EMERGENCY COMMISSION!

P.R.—W.S.. Lt. (A/Capt.) R. D. Walber
(186010) (formerly The Buffs), to be T/Capt.,
13th Feb., 1945;
*
WAR OFFICE ORDERS.
NO. 50 ISSUED ON 11TH DECEMBER, 1947.
REGULAR ARMY.

The undermentioned Capt. (T/Maj.) relin
quishes T/Maj. :—
THE BUFFS.—A. W. Gay (95240), 23rd
September, 1947.
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NO. 51 ISSUED ON 18TH DECEMBER, 1947.
 /

REGULAR ARMY.

The undermentioned Capt. is regranted
T/Maj.:—
THE BU^FS.—C. Bossom (73688), 1st March,
1947.
^MERGENCY COMMISSIONS. 

The undermentioned W.S. Lt. (A/Capt.) to
be T/Capt.
;
THE BUFFS.—F. F. R. Jones (360456), 1st
September, 1947.
WAR OFFICE ORDERS.

No. 52 JSSUE.D ON 29TH DECEMBER, 1947.
REGULAR ARMY.
(EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS.

The undermentioned W»S. Lt. (A/Capt.) to be
T/Capt. :—
THE BUFFS.—B. H. Johnson (346880), 1st
September, 1947.
The undermentioned W.S. Lts. (A/Capts.)
to be T/Gapts. :—
THE BUFFS.—E. R. Hills (303849), 16th
Septeiiibej, 1946; R. Scott (370296), 30th
September, 1947.
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (A/Capt.) D. E. Wright
(373021), to be T/Capt. and W.S. Lt., 1st
October, 1947. (Substituted for notifn. in W.O.
Orders N6. 44/1947).

Our Contemporaries.
'Our Empire Today" (October, November/ Decem
ber), "The Oak Tree" (Autumn), "The Sapper" (October,
November; December), "The Gunner" (October, Nov
ember, December), "The Suffolk Regimental Gazette
(September, October, November,. December), "The
Tank" (October, November, December), "The Borderers'
Chronicle" ' (September, December), "The Snapper"
(October, November, December), "The Iron Duke"
(October), "The Queen's Own Gazette" (October,
November, December), "St. George's Gazette" (Septem
ber, October, November), "The Green Howards' Gazette"
(October, November, December), "The Army Catering
Corps Journal (October), "The China Dragon" (Novem
ber), "FaughaBallagh" (November), "Firm" (October),
"Journal of .the Royal Army Service Corps" (October,
November, December), "H.L.I. Chronicle" (October),
"Springbok" (October), "The Green Tiger" (November),
"The K.S.L.I. and Herefordshire L.I. Regimental
Journal" (November), ."Journal of the Honourable
Artillery Company (October, November),; "The. Wish
Stream" (December).
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The Past and Present Association.
Life Members.
DECEMBER 1ST—31ST, 1947.
Ashford Branch.—Rossiter, J.
Canterbury Branch.—Kinkley, T. H.
H.Q. Roll.—Cole, W., Butler, T., Bailey, E. A., Butler,
D. S., Waite, J. R.

Annual Members.
DECEMBER 1ST—31ST, 1947.
London Branch.—Treadwell, Capt. R.
Sittingbourne Branch.—Jarrett, W. G., Pledger, W. A.,
Grace, #F. S., Funnell, C.

Faversham Branch.^Hogben, B., Adkins, D., Dowle, A.

Ashford Branch.
Owing to our Children's Treat falling on our
branch meeting night our meeting was cancelled.
Just over 56 children of members of our branch
sat down to ah excellent tea provided by the
Cooperative Society at their Hall in the High
Street, Ashford. After the tea was over, the
children enjoyed different competitions, musical
chairs, singing, recitations, for which prizes
were given and some very good talent was
found.
At 7 o'clock everyone enjoyed a performance
by Mr. F. Peters, the Ventriloquist, also with his
Punch and Judy Show. I think this was
enjoyed as much by the older ones present as
by the children.
®
A very happy" time ended at about 8 o'clock,
when every child on leaving received three
apples and a little present.
Our thanks for the success of this are due to
the SubCommittee for the time and work they
put in. ..
I am pleased to say that our old member
Mr. Partiss is out of hospital and back to work
again ; but sorry to state that another very old
member, Mr. Conslands, is very ill, and we all
wish him a speedy recovery.
I am also pleased to hear that Mrs. King is
better again and was able to preside at the
Guild meeting.
E.J.S.
LADIES' GUILD.

At our October Meeting held at the Drill
Hall, Mrs. Sharrard presided in the absence of
Mrs. King, our Chairman, who is ill. All mem
bers wish her a speedy recovery. We will try
and carry on during her absence.

. We are still without a permanent Secretary,
and Mrs. Partiss not being able to be present,
Mrs. H. Coleman very kindly filled the gap.
We were sorry more members did not come
along, but hope for better numbers next time.
We were glad to welcome Mrs. Stevens from
Broadstairs.
The December meeting was held on the 10th
at the Drill Hall. We were very glad to welcome
our Chairman, Mrs. King, back again after her
recent illness. Mrs. H. Coleman again acted as
Secretary for us. All members were very sorry
to know of the illness of Mrs. G. Hopkins ;
also that Mrs. T. Hogwood is in Maidstone
Opthalmic Hospital with rather serious eye
trouble. We extend our sympathy to Mr. T.
Hogwood.
We are still only a few in number and would
welcome new members ; perhaps in the New
Year some of the younger men's wives will
come long.
: Our Christmas Draw (given by Mrs. Sharrard)
was quite a success, and was won by Mrs.
Manktelow.
K.E.S.

London Branch.
A meeting of the London Branch was held
at the Prince Alfred, Tufton Street, West
minster, S.W.l, on Saturday, 20th December
last, with ViceChairman Captain G. J. Emery
in the Chair.
We were pleased to have with us Mr. j. C.
Neale Dalton, Major H. Milton, Captain Hopps
and Captain A. T. Farrow.
MINUTES.—The Minutes of the last meeting
were read, passed and signed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—The Secretary read the
long list of names of the many friends who had
written letters expressing good wishes and
seasonal greetings to the branch.
BRIGHTON SUBBRANCH.—Major H. Milton,
Recruiting Officer at Brighton, said he was
forming a branch of the Past and Present
Association there, meetings to be held at
7.30 p.m. first Monday in the month at Churchill
House. He hoped to arrange to entertain a
party from the London Branch in the Summer.
He said the last time he had visited the London
Branch he had at three o'clock in the morning
been trudging home through the snow, and
thought it might prevent a similar happening
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should he, get a branch going there. Captain
G. J. Emery thanked the Major for the
invitation.
PROGRESS.—Mr. E. Tong rose and said he
thought the London Branch was going along
satisfactorily,
DECEMBER DANCE.—Captain Emery asked
for a greater attendance at branch dances as
this one had received little support from mem
bers. We are not after money, but want
members to get together to keep warm the
Buff spirit. At the same time we must have
financial support to run the branch.
Secretary
announced that he would be compelled to
reduce the size of the News Letter on the
score of expense, and advised members who
did not already do so to post a subscription
to the Editor of The Dragon to make sure of
keeping up with news of old friends by reading
the branch notes. Forms of application for
The Dragon were on the Secretary's table at
every meeting. C.S.M. Saunders (2nd Battalion)
suggested a levy be imposed to obtain funds.
The Chairman replied that the branch had
always avoided a policy of compulsory sub
scriptions. Mr. Clayton suggested an invitation
to subscribe to the cost of printing and posting
the News be inserted in each issue. Mr. E. Tong
rose and pointed out the fact that this had
already been done in the latest edition. Mr. A.
Tester asked for the cost of each edition to be
published with the amount of voluntary
contributions for the preceding letter. oThis also
has been done.
MAJOR H. G. JAMES.—It was proposed by
Mr. J. C. Neale Dalton and seconded by Mr.
Harrison that a letter of congratulation be sent
from the branch to Major James on his election
to the position of Alderman of the City of
Canterbury. Major James had always taken
the keenest interest in our branch.
BRANCH

NEWS

LETTER.—The

BUN PENNY COLLECTION.—The' Chairman
asked Mr. R. J. Collins (Assistant Secretary) to
take the collection and asked the members to
dip as deeply as possible into their pockets as
the proceeds would be devoted to the Christmas
Appeal Fund. The collection realised the sum
of £3 Os. 7|d.
ELECTION OF BRANCH OFFICERS.—The Chair
man asked for nominations to be sent in as we
"wanted everyone to take an active interest in
branch affairs.
.
The Chairman, seconded by Mr. E. Tong,
wished all members a happy Christmas and a
prosperous New Year.

There being no other business, the meeting
was closed.
COMMITTEE MEETING.—At the Committee
meeting held on 10th December, the Minutes
were read, passed and signed.
;  
BOOK OF LIFE.—It was proposed by Mr.
Clayton and seconded by Mr. R. Billings that a
Book of Life for members of the London
Branch be commenced forthwith. It would be
placed OIL the Chairman's table bn branch
meeting nights and a page would be turned at
each meeting.
FORMING OF SUBBRANCH AT BRIGHTON;.—

Captain G . J. Emery directed the Secretary tq
write to Major H. Milton offering any assistance
which might be needed.
Mr. R. Billings wished the Chairman and
Committee the compliments of the season and
the meeting was then closed.
,
,|.

HERE AND THERE..

Captaiii George Johnson expects to celebrate
his 87th [birthday on the 7th. February. He
remarks that he might be holding a job as a
stoker by then, and if he is, he will make it hot
for some people! He has now joined the
Blue Ribbon Army. He can't afford the price
now. He can. remember when it was possible
for a tanner to get a pint, a packet of cigarettes
and some change. He tells me that in 1878
he was reading Stone's Justices' ManualJ at
Lincolns tnn. There have been several editions
of that wbrk issued since then.
Mr. R W. Billings of 14 Hornfair Road,
Charlton, S.E.7, has arranged for a reunion
and will ibe pleased
dinner of the 6th . Battalion
.
«
i .

_r
to receive enquiries for date and price , of
tickets. The dinner will be held some time in
June. Please write if you have not already
done so
Captaip E. Carter .and Dusty Roullier have
not beeff too well lately. Dusty's address is
8, Bedfoijd Row, Holborn, W.C.1. He is thrilled
at a visit from a Buff.
In my November notes I described Kelly
Kenny's (Division in S.A. as the 8th. It was the
6th. Lik^ quiz master Harold Warrender,
I soon hiL^ard about that!
Charle: and Scottie Harris came up from Mar
gate to on: December meeting—twice in three
months
9432 ^teve Reynolds (1st Battalion, Dublin ;
2nd Battalion, Wellington; "E" Company in
both battalions) wishes to be remembered to
old friends.

m
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CiS;M, J, Poole is bringing to a meeting Ike
Sparkes, with whom he served in "H" Com
pany, 1st Battalion.
The Secretary received a cable containing
Christmas greetings from Lieut.Colonel Bruce
and all ranks, 2nd Battalion, Hong Kong. It
arrived on Christmas Eve. Thank you, Sir.
Thanks from the London Branch for Christ
mas cards received from.W.O.s and Sergeants'
Mess, Canterbury; Colonel Orwin and All
Ranks, 4th Battalion; Major P. Ransley at
The School for Chemical Warfare, and from the
Margate Branch of the Association.
Letters were also received from T. F. Fanning,
Captain T. S. Overy, M.C. (8th Battalion),
F. H. Wyke, Lieut.Colonel Hamilton, Colonel
Guy Lee, Major R. MonierWilliams, Colonel
Miles Beevor, Lieut.Colonel R. C. R. Messel/
E. F. Frost, Chippy Norton in the Star and
Garter Homes, and many others.
Mr. Cave of the 5th Battalion attends every
meeting and dance;
Major Enright, we hear, has been suffering
from a cold. We trust he is about again.
A, E, Beeton, owing to the nature of his
work, is: unable to attend meetings, but is
thrilled to read the names of old friends.
Band Sergeant Jock Isard is, we hear, still in .
hospital in Dundee. You will soon be about
again, Jock.
E.C.W.G.
LADIES' GUILD.

The monthly meeting was held at the Prince
Albert, Tufton Street/Westminster, S.W.I, on
November 29th last, instead of the 6th Decem
ber, as the directors of the firm required the
room that evening, so under the circumstances
we rwere'grafted use of the room on the date
mentioned free. Mrs. D. E. Spinner was in the
Chair*
.
BEREAVEMENT. — The members expressed
their very deep sympathy with Mrs. Emerson
in the death of her husband.
CORRESPONDENCE.—Mrs. Guy Lee wrote
sending her Christmas greetings to the mem
bers. Mrs. Carter wrote thanking the members
for their kind thoughts in sending her a present
in recognition of her work as Treasurer.
WELCOME.—rThe Chairman welcomed Mrs.

Coward, a new member, whose husband
served in the 1st Battalion in North Africa and
other war fronts.

REGRETS.—The following sent regrets at
being unable to be present:—Mrs. Keown,
Mrs. and Miss Enright, Mrs. Harris, Mrs.
Hickey, Mrs. Austin and Mrs. Redman.
MARRIAGE.—The Chairman, on behalf of the
members, congratulated Miss Martin on her
forthcoming marriage to Mr, Kingsley in
January, 1948.
D.E.S.

An excellent meeting of the above Guild was
held at the Prince Alfred Restaurant on
Saturday evening, the 3rd January last, with
Mrs. D. E. Spinner in the Chair. We were
pleased to have with us Mrs* R. W. Keown.
MINUTES.—The Minutes of the last meeting
were read, passed andsigned. There were no
questions arising out of the Minutes.
WELCOME.—We were happy to welcome back
Mrs. Collins after her sickness.
CORRESPONDENCE.—From the Hon. Lady
LyndenBell sending all members her good
wishes for 1948 and hoping to visit them before
long; the Hon. Mrs. Scarlett similarly; Mrs.
Guy Lee requests all members to keep smiling ;
Mrs. Coley, whom we regret to say is on the
sick list, sent greetings ; Miss Evans, Matron of
the Royal Cambridge Homes, wrote wishing all
a happy 1948 and stating that several of the
older ladies in the Home were not too well, with
colds, etc.
REGRETS.—Regrets for absence were received
from Mrs. Enright, whose recent accident
prevents present attendance; .Miss Enright;
Mrs. O'Dell, Mrs. Kebble (we regret the former
being ill and hope for a quick recovery) ; also
Miss Jean Coley.
BADGE.—The Chairman mentioned that a
letter had been received from the General
Secretary of the Past and Present Association,
requesting information on the suitability of the
present Ladies' Guild Badge and whether a
Badge similar to that issued to annual members
of the Association would be preferable. It was
decided to thank the Executive Committee of
the Past and Presept Association for their kind
thought and to say that a badge similar to that
issued to the 'men and bearing the Dragon as
suggested would be far more appropriate than
the present badge now worn by members.
DECEASE.—The Chairman said she had a very
sorrowful announcement to make in that Mrs.
Talbot Harvey, one of the Guild's earliest
members, h3d passed over. The late Mrs. Talbot
Harvey was a grand Buff who did marvellous
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benevolent work for all Buffs she came in con
tact with, and particularly at Christmastime.
The Regiment and the London Branch and the
Guild had lost a true and valued friend. Her
death was the result of spinal injuries received
from a bomb during the latter end of the war.
GUILD OUTING.—The Chairman requested
Mrs, Everitt to report progress. In reply, Mrs.
Everett said that numbers so far were good
and asked that the Guild Secretary would make
an announcement concerning the outing in
the next Guild Notes sent out. As to fixing a
suitable place for visiting, this was deferred to
the next meeting.
RAFFLE.—The raffle of a chicken presented
by Mrs. R. W. Keown realised a sum of 27/6.
It was won by Mrs. Gould at her first attend
ance after joining. Hearty congratulations.
DARTS MATCH.—Our thanks to the members
of the London Branch in supporting the Guild.
The men, however, were victorious and each
well deserved the prize of. half a pint of beer
paid for by the losers. Wait until we win—
nothing less than gin and lime or port and lemon.
D.E.S.

. Obituary.
THE LATE MRS. TALBOT HARVEY.

It is with a feeling of deep regret that I write
this very inadequate tribute to'the memory of a
lady who whilst she lived, was a fairy godmother
to a large ^number of Buffs and exservicemen
generally. I have known the late Mrs. Talbot
Harvey since the earliest days of the London
Branch of our Association and can personally
testify to the great work and sacrifices she
made for those less fortunate; never was she
appealed to in vain. Working in a great cause
cojointly with her invalid husband, so severely
wounded in the 191418 War, and who was one
of the original members of the 2/5th Battalion,
The Buffs, the generosity and paternal affection
shewn will never be forgotten by the' London
Branch. When old Buffs—and young ones
found themselves unfortunately in sanitoriums
or convalescent near her home, she mothered
them; in her charitable work 'midst hospitals,
she came in contact with many Buffs, and if
they were not members of the Past and Present
Association she paid their subscriptions. At
Christmastime her generosity was as large as
her 'heart and during the terrible crisis of
unemployment and destitution which followed
in the wake of the 191418 War, she provided
large numbers of hampers, etc., to relieve the

great distress. During the recent World War
a land mine fell near her and rendered her an
incurable! invalid with spinal injury. She
lingered on and suffered indescribable agony,
particularly during the past twelve months!
She died ! at the end of November last, her
mortal remains being committed to earth, but
her immortal soul went to reap the reward she
had so striven for. The Church at Bournemouth
was packed when the Memorial Service, was
celebrated, and hundreds of letters of sympathy
were received by her sorrowing husband. The
late Mrs. Talbot Harvey was a member of The
Buffs Ladies' Guild, and her death is a sad
loss to our Regiment and to the many she
befriended.
"She lived for those she loved1—
For those she loved so true,
For the good which was within her
And the good her heart would do."
JvE.E.

|

Dover Branch*

A very] successful social was held on Wednes
day, December 17th, 1947, at the Eagle Hotel.
' The Liidies' Guild were present in good num
bers and I am sure their presence was very
much aippreciated by us all. The Mystery
Envelop^ was won by Mrs. Knight, who also
won the jChristmas Cake ; her son, Mr. Knight,
also win!ming a prize, Mrs. Collins (Mystery
Parcel).
We were entertained by several members
during the evening. Mrs. Jarvis and Mr.
Middletop (songs), Mr, Saunders and Mr. Steel
(handbell ringing), Mr. Hopper (concertina).
Mr. O'Donnell was at the piano during the
social. |
/
Refreshments were served by the Committee.
Our Chairman, Major Hart, kindly gave away
the prizes. Mr. Mead as at his best in auction
ing, and disposed of several articles.
thanked all present
for turning
Major Hart
,
„
A
up and making a very pleasant and successful
evening.
About sixty members were present, the
ladies being in the majority.
After the singing of "Auld Lang Syne" and
"The King", we.went our ways at 10 p.m.
A most enjoyable evening was spent by all
present.
T!H.H;
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LADIES' GUILD*.

Members of the Guild spent a very pleasant
afternoon on December 9th by a visit to
Bucklaud Paper Mills. This was a very interest
ing trip, too, and all who went give thanks to
guides and all who made the visit possible.
There was no monthly meeting, as it fell so
near, to this visit.
About thirty members of the Guild attended
the Christmas Social which was held at the
Eagle Hotel on December 17th, this being a
joint social with thirty men of The Buffs Past
and Present Association, and was a great
success. Songs were rendered by Mrs. Jarvis
and Mr. Millington ; handbells by Mr. Saunders
and Mr. Steele ; humorous monologues and
selections on the English concertina by Mr.
Hopper; and Mr. MacDonald was at the piano
the whole of the evening. Refreshments were
served at intervals during the show, and were
much enjoyed and greatly appreciated by all.
Prizewinners were as follows :—Sealed, Mrs.
Knight; Iced Cake (done in The Buffs colours),
Mrs. Knight; Glass Fruit Set, Mr. Knight;
Mystery Parcels, Mrs. Carter and Mrs. Collins;
Tea Plates, Mr. Knight; Ash Tray, Major Hart J
Tea Cosy /Buffs colours), Mrs. Millington ;
Cigarette Lighter, Mr. Millington. We had
community singing and some real good old
tunes were sung; this was enjoyed by all.
After a very pleasant evening, "Auld Lang
Syne" was sung and we all went home.
All members of the Dover Branch send all
members of the Ladies' Guilds all best of luck
and best wishes for a brighter and happier New
Year.

Medway Branch.
There was a fair gathering of members at the
Brickmaker's Arms for the November meeting,
with Mr. Cox in the Chair as usual.
Before business commenced, a short silence
was observed in respect of our late Secretary,
Mr. Moorey.
After the Minutes of the October meeting were
read and passed, the main item on the evening's
agenda was dealt with. This was the election
of a new Secretary, and Mr. A. P. Peacock was
unanimously chosen. He was in the 5th
Battalion during the 1939'45 War, and was a
P.O.W. for five years in Germany and Poland
and other European countries. His wellknown
father is also a "very old" Buff, and his many
friends will certainly remember Drummer
Peacock. The address of both father and son is
5 Breton Road, Rochester.

Incidently, a son was born to the wife of our
new Secretary on the 31st October.. Another
Buff in the family?
It was at this stage of the meeting that a very
old friend* who has been missing from our
gatherings far too long, walked in amid many
wisecracks and much shaking of hands. His
name is "Spud" Austin, and he assured us that
we shall be seeing him regularly once again
now he is retired. It's alright for some people,
expecially exboxerscumcoppers !
During the evening many tributes were paid
to the late Mr. Moorey, but "Trousers" Sales
summed them all up with the words, "He was
one of the best". It was agreed to make a
collection each week until a target of £10 was
reached with a view to placing a vase or the
like on his grave, as from The Buffs Past and
Present in memory of a true Buff.
With a lot of puffing and blowing, Bill Daw
bustled into the room, hot foot from the
Annual Meeting at Canterbury, and informed us
that our suggestion for an InterBranch Dart
Tournament had been accepted.
It was agreed to bring forward our December
meeting to the 20th in view of our usual date
falling so near Christmas. Business will be cut
to a minimum, and will be followed by darts
matches and cards, with visitors from the
Brickmaker's Arms. All members, ladies and
friends were invited, and it is hoped to spend a
really enjoyable evening in the true Christmas
spirit.
Mr. Daw, our active Sports Secretary,
announced that our darts team had trounced
two teams from Messrs. C.A.V. "of Rochester
without losing a "leg". This is very encouraging
for the coming tournament.
We were all very pleased to have an invitation
to visit Sittingbourne Branch, and it was hoped
that a large number of members and their
ladies would be joining in what is sure to be a
most enjoyable evening on January 10th.
We are all looking forward to the visit of our
General Secretary at our meeting on January
31st, and we hope we shall see a large gathering
for this special occasion. Mr. Daw agreed to
arrange a darts match to take place after this
meeting.
Allinall> it was a very successful meeting.
There is definitely a more cheerful feeling
creeping into our gatherings now. Keep it up,
lads, and let's make something worthwhile of
this branch.
The December meeting of the branch was
held a week earlier than usual at the Brick
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maker's Arms, Gillingham, and there was a good
gathering of members present. Mr. Cox was in
the Chair, and was supported by the Hon.
Treasurer and the Hon. Secretary.
As we had a good few visitors waiting to join
us, the business of the meeting was polished off
in double quick time.
Arrangements were discussed for the visit to
Sittingbourne and Mr. Wallis put out a feeler
to find out the reactions to the suggestion that
an outing should be held in August.
Mr. King Holt informed us that our General
Secretary would definitely be visiting us in
January, and expressed the hope that there
would be a strong gathering present.
We welcome two new members this month
one old and one new. The old 'un is very well
known. He was Pte. Houckham of "B"
Company, 2nd Battalion. A little bird whispers
that he was quite a good soccer player.
The other new member was Pte. Jordan,
and he was one of the younger generation who
did their bit in the 193945 War.
After business was closed, our visitors from
the Brickmaker's Arms joined us, together with
various ladies, and all and everyone proceeded
to enjoy themselves.
While we were being wiped off the board by
the visiting darts team, tickets were* being
sold for a couple of draws. The first one, for
a pair of rabbits, was won by Mrs. Daw, while a
very nice fireside rug was won by one of our
visitors. Both of these ventures were a great
success.
I noticed that during the evening the party
divided up into two groups. The old 'uns
gathered together (but not forgetting their
pint mugs), and did they talk I The young 'uns,
of course, were on the dart board, no doubt
getting their eye in for the coming tournament.
I must say that everyone seemed to enjoy
themselves very much, and we hope to stage
these little evenings more frequently.
There are still dozens of old Buffs knocking
about in the Medway towns who do not come to
see us or belong to the Association. So all you
regulars, please see if you cannot drag some more
in, and make it a real do. .
The results of thefirst two collections for
Mr. Moorey's grave vase have been very
encouraging. Keep it up, lads !
Although it's a little late, the Medway
Branch sends best wishes and greetings for the
New Year to all old Buffs, wherever they are.
A.P.P.
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Ramsgate Branch*
With this afterChristmas feeling, these notes
require a tremendous literary effort oh my part.
For eight years I have had this penpushing
job. I midst see if I can find a volunteer at our
coming Ajnnual General Meeting. I hope the
new blood will do as well as their predecessors.
The assis :ance of Ted Swendell, S.M. "Jeff",
Ernie Birjrfi, Colonel Orwin, Jack Powles and,
of course, that great Buff Ernie Carter, has put
Ramsgatp in the limelight. I must not forget
Majors A. and N. Taylor, Captains Morgan,
Knight, Barton, Major Rose and an host of
others. Tjheir support I appreciate and I look
forward tb their continued attendance in 1948.
To our young members we who belong to the
old brig;[ade look to them to keep the ball
rolling, Tjalking about the old'uns, I heard
from Bob Knott. He tells me his legs have
preventeq him from attending his branch
meetings, Our best wishes, Bob. May you
soon chad,$e us with that SergeantMajor's stick
again
Poor o>ld^ SergeantMajor Jeffreys looked quite
sad becai|iise Captain Carter did not make our
last meetiIng. Colonel Orwin was disappointed,
too, at nibt seeing Ernie.
Bill Playford and Charlie Taylor (Coach and
Horses), I am pleased to say, are making
progress and we trust in the near future will be
at our meetings again.
Now fqr the meeting report
An appeal to the younger members to come
forward at the next meeting, at which the
election pf officers would take place, and be
prepared to take executive positions, was made
by the Chairman at the monthly meeting of
the Ramsgate Branch of the Past and Present
Associations The Buffs.
1 
'
Sixty jmembers were present on Friday, at
the Free^masons' Tavern, when an innovation
was ma,de ladies being present for the first
time
Mr. E. H. Swendell occupied the Chair and
was supported by Colonel W> R. Qrwin, Major
A. J. H. Taylor, Captain W. Barton, Lieut. W.
Wotton,! SergeantMajor W. Jeffreys, and Mr.
B. E. Kfiott (Hon. Secretary).
Extending a welcome to Colonel Orwin and
all members present that evening, the Chairman
said he was pleased to see a few ladies who had
accepted the invitation. He jocularly remarked
that thiv would not only see what a Buffs
meetingj was like, but what their Buff men
"got up to".
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In his report, Mr. Swendell Said that heawas
pleased to inform the meeting that Mr. C.
Taylor and Mr. W. Playford were both making
good progress and would soon be rejoining
members at their meetings. The branch had
distributed Christmas parcels to the older Buffs
and also to sick members. Seasonable greetings
had been received from General Scarlett,
Colonel Howe and all other branches of the
Association.
'
\
Letters of apology for absence were received
from Captain K. F. Speakman, Captain R.
Morgan, Messrs. Playford, Stevens and
Hougham.

The Hon. Secretary made mention of the fact
that the Ramsgate Branch was the largest in
Kent and with the support and interest of all
members, this position would _ be retained.
He stressed the ambition of the Chairman that
it was the duty of younger members to come
forward and serve as committeemen.
Mr. Knott revealed that for two years their*
Chairman, Mr. Swendell, had attended every
meeting and the success of the branch was
mainly due to his efforts.
The business being concluded, .entertainment
was provided by Mr. F. Rogers at the piano
and Mrs. W. Turner, soloist. Competitions were
organised by Mr. J. Johnson and refreshments
were served by Buff host R. Atkins. Many
friendships were revived and a very enjoyable
evening was spent.
The President (Major Taylor) brought the
proceedings to a close by wishing all members
and theirladies the compliments of the season,
BEK

Mr. G. Cousins was elected Vicechairman;
Mr. S. Gander, Hon. Treasurer; and Mr. H.
Ingram continues as Secretary.
The Committee elected consists of Messrs.
H. Tong, E. C. Nethersole, E. Maxted, C.
Stockford, E. Setterfield and W. E. Bailey.
An Entertainments Committee comprising
Messrs. Ingram, Gander and Maxted was
appointed, and immediately got to work on the
members present, with the result that a team
will proceed to Ramsgate on the 19th January
and, on the invitation of Captain Tilleard, shoot
against a team from "A" Company, 4th
Battalion.
A vote of thanks was accorded. to Mr. H.
Jones, our host, for his hospitality to the
branch.
Looking back on the past year* we feel that
the amount of work put in by the branch
officials and committee, particularly by our
enthusiastic Secretary, has not received the
reward, in the shape of attendance at meetings
by our members, that was its due.
. We earnestly hope that 1948 will bring us not
only more new members, but a considerable
increase in numbers at our monthly meetings,
A happy and prosperous New Year, to all
branches.

Canterbury Branch.
The Christmas Draw took place on December
17th, and a good number of members and their
families attended. At 8 p.m., the draw com
menced after afew encouraging words from our
Chairman, Mr. L. F. Parratt. Amidst cries of
~
. joy and groans the tickets were drawn by Mr.
L. Coley and Mr. H. Hogben (Junr.), who
Margate Branch
carried on quite cheerfully in spite of a bit of
Margate urancn.
goodnatured chaff. Only once did Harry
Our monthly meeting for January was also
stumble and. blush as he read out one ticket,
the Annual General Meeting of the branch,
gut judging by the laughter, no one objected,
and was held at the George and^ Dragon
be given to all those
d
k
Char otte Square on January 7th ourChairman
draw such a success,
SS K^be" rS Theft
^ who kindly gave prizes. After the
,
^
a
a
a
a '
' a
draw, everybody
got down to business, and our
acceptance was proposed, seconded and earned. St^rdkeypf busy turning the taps, and
The election of branch officers and committee everybody went home happy at the call of
was then proceeded with.
"Time" after a very cheerful evening.
Captain Tilleard stated , that his Territorial
On Tuesday, December 16th, the funeral took
duties made it difficult for him to attend the
place of the .late Mr. S. V. Clarke, who for a
branch meetings (though he has always managed
number of years was our ViceChairman and
it somehow) and he was not anxious for
Sports Secretary. The funeral was attended by
reelection. However, after being urged to
members and honorary members, who paid
reconisider his decision, he consented to serve
their last tributes to a fine pal and untiring
for another year, to the pleasure of all present.
worker dor the Club. His cheery manner will
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be missed by all. Mrs. Clarke wishes to thank,
through this journal, all those who sent floral
tributes.
Christmas Eve saw a good and cheery crowd
at the Club. Everyone was full of good spirits
and the evening was brightened by the appear
ance of our Hon. Secretary and Major H. A.
Collins, who showed their prowess on the dart
board. Was it their modesty in winning that
made them creep away so quietly, or were they
going to midnight service ? Perhaps their
opponents could throw some light on this?
Congratulations to Gill and Fred on arranging
a raffle on Boxing Day. Did Bill Davies get a
fright when the prize was produced ?
Our monthly meeting was held on Friday,
January 2nd, 1948. A slight increase in num
bers'was welcomed.
The Annual General Meeting takes place on
Friday, February 6th. It is hoped that all
members of the branch will make a special
effortto attend.
We were pleased to welcome Mr. F. Beer,
exL/Cpl., "C" Company, 1st Battalion in
Burma days. His home is at Adisham, Kent.
I must apologise for an error in last month's
notes. I credited Mr. W. Newington with a son
instead of a daughter—for son read daughter.
Sorry, Bill!
Ron and Joe wish to know how many pints
it takes to buy a new dart board?

OBITUARY.
STANLEY V. CLARKE.

By the death of the late "Nobby" Clarke, the
Canterbury Branch has lost one of its most
enthusiastic members. Past years of the Club
were not always successful ones, but however
gloomy 4he outlook, "Nobby" was always
hopeful of better days.
These have come, thanks to his perseverance.
For many years he was ViceChairman and
Sports Secretary and gave a great deal of his
spare time to these duties.
His cheerful character was inspiring and his
advice invaluable. He was a staunch Buff and
a firm believer in the value of the Club to
exBuffs in Canterbury.
.
His spirit iives with us and we shall never
forget him.
A.J.P.

Folkestone Branch.
Our monthly meeting night, December 9th,
was given over to a visit" to Herne Bay Sub
Branch for a social call, and a very good evenkig
too ! Some 20 members travelled, JpCludh^
Lieut.Colonel Wilson (our. Chairman) . arid
Major Peareth from Canterbury.*
v
Captain Whitfield, welcomed us to the

have endeji all*square ; one maratho^afftu was
more give! than get, this being the Js^ason bf
charity arid goodwill.
? \
Ten o'clock came round too soon, and we look
forward to the next time when: Herne Bay
come to sde us. Our thanks to Captain Whitfield
and his merry men for all they did for us.
The Club Games Championships are now being
played off gradually. There appears to be a
dark horse or two about, and we shall see.
J

LADIES' GUILD,

The Folkestone Ladies' Guild wishes to
extend to all other branches a happy New Year.
As you notice in The Dragon, our meetings are
held in the Drill Hall, Shellon's Street, every
other Wednesday at 3.30 p.m., with a good
number of members attending. We have our
usual wh^st drive, with tea following. We are
pleased to say our number is gradully increasing.
We have in the past year had some very
nice outings, such as a day at Brighton. We
had a trip to the London Palladium, and at the
end of tqis month we hope to go to the Scala
Theatre to a pantomime.
We thank our Chairman, Mrs. R. G. Wood,
who invited all members to a whist drive and
a nice tea at the Leas Cliff Hall, which we all
enjoyed very much.
Another time we spent an enjoyable afternoon
at our ViceChairman's house at Hythe.
We should like to extend a welcome, on any
of our meeting days, to any ladies of other
branches; should they visit Folkestone at any
time.
I

Correspondence.
'

.

.

G(S.D.) lb, G.H.Q., M.E.L.F.
2Dth December', 1947.

Dear Major Peareth.
Herewith, very, long overdue I fear, a subscription to
The Dragon.
*
I
. Continued on Page v.
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2nd Battalion

being selected to play for Hong Kong against
Shanghai.
The battalion also has the makings of a good
THE departure of the
hockey team under the C.O.'s leadership—
* Devonshire during the
month decimated the bat although they have not got off to a good start
to the season, losing to H.Q. Land Forces and
talion, taking away over
to the Inniskillings, they are now getting used
150 personnel of 61 and 62
to a grass pitch and should acquit themselves
Groups. With them went
well.
the two officers who have
been longest with the bat p)
During the month we were honoured by a visit
talion. during its present
to Lyemun and Stanley by the Governor of
tour. Frank Knight at vari
the Colony.
ous time has carried out
The battalion drums have at last arrived
the.duties of Adjutant and
and were put on display one Sunday morning
Intelligence Officer, and his
on the square.
cheerful face will be sadly
The Colonel decided during the month to
missed in the Mess. Our
hold
an officers' fortnight. Throughout this
other loss (a "heavy" one
time the residents of Stanley gould see harassed
in all ways !) was our Padre, Alex Harpur, who
subalterns with their brows furrowed over the
went home on Python. For three years he has
intricacies of the doubleentry system, their
worked tirelessly for the battalion, not least
shoulders sore from sloping arms under the
during our stay at Stanley Fort, where he and
Adjutant, and their arms full of M.M.L.'s and
his wife have done so much for the children of
K.R.'s. Two pleasant afternoons were spent at
the families with their Sunday School and in
Ford's shooting gallery by the sea and one of
many other ways. All our best wishes for the
future and our thanks for the past go with them¥ the highlights of the fortnight was Ernest
and with all those other ranks, too numerou^ Edlmann's T.E.W.T. "Paddy" in the New
Territories—two abortive attempts had pre
to mention, who went with them. On the
viously been made to hold this T.E.W.T. ;
credit side we aire very glad to welcome two new
on
our first attempt in August we crossed the
members of the Mess—Pat LyndenBell, who
water, drove some 30 miles in pouring rain and
will need no introduction to Buffs, and our new
open trucks, held an impromptu mess meeting
Chaplain, Padre Foot.
in a deserted Nissen hut and returned wetter
Now that the grounds are back iii commission
but no wiser as to how to mount an attack.
again after the Summer, sport is going with a
Rain stopped the second attempt. But this
swing, the only disadvantage being that in
time the weather was perfect and nothing went
Hong Kong the normal Summer and Winter
wrong except that the threetonner under Bill
games are all played in the same season, so that
Bailey inexplicably but conveniently broke
those who play both soccer and cricket are hard
down outside the Hong Kong Brewery. Some
put to it to decide which to play. The basket
say it was a coincidence, but I wonder !
ball competition ended in a win for No. 7
I cannot close these notes without a word of
Platoon after a very close fight with No. 4
farewell to Vernon Roberts, who has left for
Platoon, Pioneers and No. 12 Platoon. A
Singapore to join the gilded staff. He put a
beginning of the season football league is being
great deal of work into the running of the'Mess
played (not for the Shield) and is proving to4 for three months. The Mess (and the Repulse
be a close thing between "B", "C" and "D"
Bay Lido !) will miss him sadly.
*
Companies. The battalion soccer team is taking
shape arid, although we shall have to face the
H.Q. Company
loss of many stalwarts in 63 and 64 Groups, we
COMPANY H.Q.
hope to give a good account of ourselves when
Our long list of Company Commanders has yet one
we enter the Hong Kong League in November.
more addition; Major Bailey arrived at the end of
The battalion cricket team started off the
cricket season with a good win over the Innis
killings, thanks in the main to a fine 59 by
the R.S.M. and when at full strength will take
a lot of beating. Unfortunately, the calls of the
Army team often deprive us of Major Majendie,
Lieut. Nash, Lieut. Broadley and Pte. Bunting.
Congratulations, too, to John Broadley on his

October complete with new establishment which is now
in order and we hope permanent. This establishment
brings several old Buffs together; it is surprising how
many of the "628" vintage are finding their way back
to the fold. The Administration Platoon belonging to
the Q.M. is now part of the H.Q.—"it is always well to
be in with the Q.M.!". It is impossible to welcome or
bid farewell as the case may be to our dozens of arrivals
and departures during the past month. Groups 63 and
64 are now in "that happy state", but we hope a little
longer break before the next ship.
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Photo, by Gainsborough Studio

Introduction of Officers to His Excellency the Governor.

Photo, by Gainsborough Studio

Captain Ford being introduced to His Excellency the Governor.
SIGNAL PLATOON

Another Signal course has just finished ; but the
candidates may not be classified until next year.
This month the Signal Platoon have lost Cpl. Sutton
and Cpl. Higgs. We wish them the best of luck in
civilian life. At the end of the month the Platoon will
be even further depleted as the Platoon Commander,
Cpl. Barrett and three Privates, Hawkins, Garman and
Thurston, as well as Ptes. Donovan, Biggnell and Read,
leave Hong Kong for release,

During the course, a wireless scheme was held in the
New Territories, in which Sgt. Haverley and Cpl.
Barrett distinguished themselves for generally walking
in the wrong direction. In fact Cpl. Barrett's party
very nearly vanished into China ; but fortunately
identified his surroundings just in time. Cpl. Mitchell,
who was "Control", took to the hills like a goat and
eventually appeared at the right time and in the right
place. Before closing down we welcome L/Cpl. Acland
back from LIAP and Pte. Searle, who has just joined
the Platoon.

24

THE

DRAGON

T

Photo, by Gainsborough Studio

The Guard at the entrance to Stanley Fort.

M.T. PLATOON

October has been a month of much activity in the M.T.
The M.T. course which was run bv our own .Sergeant,
"Spike" Loveridge, and Cpl. "Lush" Frankish, turned
out to be highly successful and as a result we welcome
L/Cpl. Tully and Ptes. Rivers, Hansen, Chillman,
Young and Webb to the M.T. We hope you find the
M.T. a "steady old number".
At the beginning of the month we had a return
football match with our old rivals, the Pioneers, and
in a good game a threeall draw was a good result.
On the 11th we had a farewell "do" to 61 and 62 groups
and a good time was had by all. The party opened at
2000 hours and was to have continued till midnight
but as the beer ran out and most of the participants
were out', "Time, Gentlemen, please" was called at
2300 hours. One of our guests, Lieut. Lock, the Pioneer
Officer, gave us his famous "Guard Mounting Parade",
which was appreciated by all. Pte. Billinghurst,
although being duty driver, managed to find time to give
us a tune on the piano. Ptes. Tony Palmeiri, Joe Ross
and Slash Norris were well to the fore, Cpl. "Teek Hi"
Roberts, Ptes. "Dem" Pugh and Reggie Stainer well to
the floor.
Our thanks are due to Pte. Biggs and all his helpers
for making the. party so successful.
On the 25th 61 and 62 groups left and we said goodbye
to a good bunch of chaps. Good luck to them all in the
future. Since their departure some changes have taken
place ; Ptes. Palmeiri, Martin, Best, Browning, Nielsen,
Ross and even our oldtimer "Darkie" Willis have taken
over 3tonners—time certainly marches on.
Just before closing for the month, congratulations to
L/Cpls. Killian and Graves on their promotion ' to
Corporals and a good LIAP to Sgt. Nobby Clarke, who
has drawn the lucky number.
We wish good luck to all the old M.T. boys and hope
they are finding civvy street as "Cushy" as they expected,

"A" Company
Alas, this month has brought to "Able" Company
the dreaded "Sugar Able". It was expected for some
time, and well, here we are. It's not so bad, really, but
to disperse the blokes seems like losing old friends and
friends in the making. We kept a small staff including
C.S.M. Pawley, C/Sgt. Huntley, Ptes. Sexton, Weston,
Agner, Garman, Mostyn and Brooks and our 63 and 64
groups. The remainder we sent to our oid rivals "D"
Company. Good luck, lads, and all the best in your new
Company. We know you'll be well looked after. To
compensate and give the staff something to do, we now
have the Cadre Courses to look after and that new
. baby "The Corps of Drums"—"What a baby" (Sounds
like one, too, says a voice). However, we'll just say*
"Over to you" to C.S.M. Frank Pawley, who will
enlighten you on their doings and perhaps misdoings.
The "Piping days of.peace" arrived with the Devonshire
in the shape of the Drums in a most excellent condition
and we would like to take this opportunity of thanking
Sgt. Garrett and the Depot Staff for taking so much care
of these instruments. We old Codgers appreciate this
tender care and documentation which brought back
memories with each article unpacked. With the whole
hearted cooperation of the Commanding Officer we have
formed a Corps of Drums from the Duty Companies
and have got off with a flying start. The Drums were
displayed on the Square and recruitment commenced.
Young and old soldiers rallied and we are now in the
process of brushing up all that we had forgotten and
teaching the youngsters at "Terrific Tempo". They
seem to sense the old traditional pride and inheritance
of a Buff Drummer and we hope to be able to "Swing"
along to Mercer and Marching Thro' Georgia in no time.
We have so far managed to sound off massed "Retreat"
with Bugles and gave a very creditable performance
with the "Last Post" and "Reveille" in Hong Kong.
We were fortunate enough to have with us six men who
were acting as Duty Drummers—selftaught—and with
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these to assist and show the young ones the way we
know that we shall'be able to produce the "Goods'.
A Bugle competition was held for the Duty Drummers
and judged by the C.O., 2 i/c and Adjutant. Pte.
Walker came first and becomes C.O.'s Bugler, followed
closely by Pte. Hicks, Adjutant's Bugler. All who took
part were congratulated by the Commanding Officer on
a good show, which taking all into account was a fine
performance at short notice.
Well, hats off to the C.S.M. He's got a job and a half.
The half we suggest is his mere running of the Company
with the help of the Company Commander. Here's to
Wailing Fifes and Burbling Bugles.
The old Devonshire steamed off this month with a
Beaut. Bunch. We were sorry to see them go, but like
Income Tax, we'll get used to it. After all, we did
plead with them to "Sign on".
Civvie Street is the wealthier for Cpls. Oscar Saunders,
Narrow Beasley, Bill Rodd, L/Cpls. Tommy Clay, "Jack
Ass" Birkett, "Grassy" Chambers, "Caught Yer"
Vickery, Ptes. "Spiv" Baker, Blondie Dorrell, Syd
Easton, "Stick Man" Firman, Paddy Geraghty, Joss
Gapp, Johno Johnson, Maggie Maunders, Chota Price,
Ken Smallwood, George Toes and Curly Cox. That's
the lot.
The beginning of October we saw the start of the
"A" Grade Football League. In our first match against
none other than "D" Company, we lost by the odd goal
in five, after a hardfought game. Since then we have
beaten H.Q. Company 21 and drawn with "C" Company
11. Two hardfought games. Only two games of
hockey have been played so far this season, and on both
occasions we were represented by the "TimeEx"
Platoon, and in the first match we drew 33 with "D"
Company, but in the second we walked home with a
fourgoal victory over Admin. Company.
Speaking of indoor sports we still remain supreme in
the darts and our latest victory being over H.Q; Company
and Admin. Company. In the billiards we were beaten
by the odd 3 or 4 points against "D" and H.Q.
Companies.
Well, till "Able" Company rears its head again as a
Rifle Company, you will be hearing of Cadres and
Courses and Drums and Drummers and we all hope
that in these we will be able to maintain the old. "A"
Company spirit.

"B" Company
So many people have come and gone this month that
we have a practically new Company. The Dilwara took
away 38 members of the Company—mostly in 61 and
62 groups—and we received in lieu 24 young reinforce
ments. The latter are shewing themselves to be very
keen and six of them have already been sent on a Cadre
Course as potential N.C.Os.
The longawaited C.S.M. Mawson failed to return
from U.K. leave on the last ship as expected, and so we
are still without a C.S.M. after six months.
We feel that Sgt. Clarke and Pte. Hadley are both
to be congratulated on passing out as marksmen with
the Bren and Rifle on the last course at Stonecutters
Range. This is a very difficult course and marksmen
are few and far between.
Lieut. Hamilton is leaving us to take over H.Q.
Company, and we wish him every success in this new
appointment.
We are eagerly searching our reinforcements for
football talent and have high hopes that we shall still
be able to turn out a strong Company team despite our

We have already unearthed several, promising
boxers and these all did well in the recent Hong Kong
Novices'Boxing Tournament.
The evergreen Lieut. Broadley continues to excel at
all games and has now been selected to represent Hong
Kong versus Shanghai at cricket. Pte. Bunting also
continues to knock up high scores for the Battalion.
Lieut. Cullen is welcomed to the Company. He has
taken over Lieut. Cox's platoon, Lieut. Cox having
been posted to "D" Company as 2 ijt.
We still hope for further reinforcements since our
strength in station is now down td 66 and we, expect to
lose approximately 17 of our numbers oil the next ship.
Meanwhile, jour best wishes to Buffs everywhere.

uCn

Company

With the passing of October we have chalked up yet
another month's stay at Lye Mun.
October brought us our first real taste of Typhoon
weather. The early days of the month were marked by
the various Earnings that were received and posted,
giving one add all a good subject for conversation, and
to divert the chatter from the wellworn favourite—
demob. Doors and windows were barred> notice boards
were removed and anything that was valued and might
be suddenly transferred to another part of the Island
was either lathed securely or put away somewhere safe.
But in spite of the constantly howling winds, the
Typhoons neyer caused the havoc that was sustained
further South, in the Phillipines.
Training progressed under these conditions, however,
and the Company could be seen out on the football
pitch, changing mags., and cocking guns. S.S.I; Smith
has done his best to loosen up the lads, with his stretches
and bends and P.T. was "enjoyed" by all.
Sport in the Battalion has really got going and "C"
Company put in many appearances at the Stanley
Ground, competing, in the Battalion "A" League. We
held our own with two wins and two draws, but suffered
a loss to H.Q., who beat us 32.
With every boat "C" Company loses a member or
two of the Shieldwinning team of last year; their
v places are hard to fill and with the departure of 61 and
62 groups we lost no less than six of the Company players.
Other Companies are finding it as difficult to field a team,
but the sport nevertheless continues.
A scratch [team beat "D" Company at cricket by a
margin of 14 runs.
The basketball League was played off and No. 7
P l a t o o n were; i n first place. G o o d s h o w N o . 7 1 ! ' ,
The Governor, Sir Alexander Grantham, payed the
Detachment a Royal visit, accompanied by the G.O.C.,
MajorGeneral Erskine; he seemed pleased with what
he saw, and the Battalion in general was afterwards
complimented. The Company was at "School" at the
time of his arrival, on an Education period.
On October 25th 61 and 62 groups said their "Good
byes" and sailed the same day on H.M.T. Devonshire.
We once again, suffered the loss of some good pals.
So we say "Goodbye and Good Luck" to Sgt. Roy
Jenner, Sgt. Jock Moss, Ptes. "Bomb Happy" Ansfield,
Bill.Bennettj, Plonker Dowding,.Jgete Glanfield, Texas
Greenaway, jF.E.C. Kemble, Johnnie " 'Ow 'At 'Ta''
Pickering, Tiltch Harding, T.X. Andrews, Clem Clements,

THE DRAGON
Jack Chandler, Pat Duffy, Abie Everett, Tom Hobbs,
George Moreman, 'Onk Newman, "Pucker Griff"
Thorn, Curly Watson and our Danish friend, Yehudi
Laursen.

~ *

»D»» Company

for the occasion. He was undoubtedly pleased and the
views expressed by the spectators was that it was a
first class show.
;
We. also provided a quota for the Guard of Honour
at the local Cenotaph on Remembrance Sunday, the
Service being attended by Chiefs of Staff of all services,
the Governor and the CommanderinChief. It was a
most impressive ceremony and many who were present
were obviously remembering those comrades who
unfortunately did not come back. The floral tributes
were many and were laid by persons from all walks of
life, including the police.
In conclusion, we offer our good wishes tp all members
of the Company who are leaving shortly for civilian
life and hope that they will find the potatoe ration
adequate and the price of cigarettes within their
"grouping capacity".

It is with the deepest regret that we have this month
to record the death of No. 19121260 Pte. Godden, who
passed away at the British Military Hospital on the
moaning of 5th November. Although he had been with
the Company only since July last, he had made many
friends and his sudden death has caused sorrow to many.
He was buried in the British War Graves Cemetery here
on the 6th, his funeral being attended by the whole
Company. The Pall bearers and firing party also came
from the Company and floral tributes were from Lieut.
Colonel E. P. C. Bruce and the Officers and Major A. E.
Majendie and N.C.O.s and men of "D" Company. We
"S" Company
take this opportunity' °f offering our very sincere
sympathy with all his relatives and friends.
COMPANY H.Q.
Promotions have come the way of many this month
In spite of a big change around in our Company,
and we offer congratulations to Sgts. Cummins, Jearum
and many familiar faces going home to "rough it" p,
and Jones on their elevation to the three bar class and
bit, the old faithfuls are still here, plodding, on as per.
Cpls. Cribben and Munchin to two. The latter are at
During a football match, the Qbloke managed to
the moment enjoying a little LIAP in the U.K., so a
collect a dislocated shoulder, and when, he came out of
pleasant surprise is in store on their return.
hospital the SergeantMajor went in with ringworm
Unfortunately promotion is rather twoedged and
on his chin.
V
having offered our congratulations we now bid them f^gst
We
welcome
Pte.
Warrendet
to
the
staff
from
the
of luck in their new Companies and employment' lor
Mortar Platoon, and hope he will keep the armoury up
. Sgts. Jearum and Jones have moved to other Companies
to scratch. Pte. Biggs is getting ideas about being a
accompanied by Cpl. Cribben (on paper only) and Sgt.
Bank Manager, and our chief scribe, L/Cpl. (Certainly)
Cummins is performing the arduous duties of Provost
Seiersen, is still thinking about a job in< a tobacco
Sergeant at H.Q. Land Forces.
»company owing to the high prices of weeds.
We offer a warm welcome to Cpl. Buckland, transferred
The Company Commander and ColourSergeant will
on promotion, and to Cpls. Yarranton, Jensen and
be leaving on the next boat, and I. am sure we will miss
Jephcott and all others who we received on the
their cheerful faces, after being with us so long.
/ suspension of "A" Company.
Just a final word in explanation of recent scares.
Although feeling the loss of CpL Heath, who proceeded
Don't get worried if you see % ghost in the stores, it's
on the last boat for demob., our football team has had
just our old 'un, George Noyell, sprtingout sheets.
notable success, only losing one game in the whole
league. Full results were as under :—
"D" Company v "A" Company. Won, 31.
"D" Company v Admin Company. Won, 51.
MORTAR PLATOON
"D" Company v "B" Company. Lost, 13.
Unlike previous notes, we will not have to mention
"D" Company v "C" Company. Won, 83.
this time the loss of the boys. Although the end of this
"D" Company v H.Q. Company. Won, 30.
month we do unfortunately say goodbye to our Platoon
We are indebted most of all to Cpl. Andreasen, who
and Company Commander, Captain Crane, Ptes. Millard
has proved invaluable in goal, to Pte. Cunningham, who
and Cooper, who go home together on demob. We shall
has played in almost every position and made a success
miss them very much as they are the last of the old
of it, and to an almost completely Danish front line,
Mortar Platoon from Singapore days.
who have played with considerable skill and under
There has been very little happening of late, the most
standing.
favourite pastime appears to be eating and sleeping.
Major Majendie and Cpl. Arrowsmith, with Ptes.
Although the bugle is blown at "Reveille" close to the
Blackwell and Hansen, have contributed nobly to the
billet, very few, if any, are woken by it> so now we have
defence.
six or seven alarm clocks, all of which ring within a few
We have also played two friendly, matches at hockey
minutes of each other. Talk about "Action Stations
 and two. at cricket. Unfortunately, the official referee
aboard ship.
for the hockey has donned his bowler hat and no scores
As you will have noticed, we have now been given the
are available, but cricket scores were : v "A" Company,
title of "Support" Company. The new, or should we say
we won by an innings and 70 runs ; v "C" Company,
the "old", organization has eventually caught up with
we lost by 12 runs.
us, and we have now more or less settled down once
An outstanding success was achieved by the Battalion
again into a happy throng.
oii the visit of the CommanderinChief, General Sir
The weather here now is beginning to change gradually
Niel M. Ritchie, who carried out an inspection of the
to befit the oncoming winter ; consequently our
Batthlion. on 11th November. His talk on the con
swimming fiends have had to call off their trips to the
clusion of the March Past was both interesting and
beach, although even now the.water often looks inviting.
repaid us: for the amount of practising we had performed
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PIONEER PLATOON

Very little of interest appears to have happened this
month. We have welcomed into the Platoon a new
face, by the name of "King Edwards". We all hope
that his stay is a happy one. We have said goodbye to
seven of our old Pioneer friends, including Benny
"Brewup" Lynch, Lucious Linda Parnell and Feet
Bowditch, who sailed on the Devonshire for U.K. in
high spirits. Our best wishes go with them on their
return to civvy street. In the near future we will be
losing our old pal "Buffalo" Willis, who is 63 group.
Meanwhile, Pop Parker, Beezer Bitmead and Chico
Philpott are eagerly lapping up any fresh "pukkergriff".
This is all for this month, except, hurry up 68 group,
so that Mr. Lock can take his motor bike elsewhere, as
it seems to make a disturbance every Wednesday
afternoon when the "Plajoon" is taking its wellearned
sleep.

Beneath Bell Harry.

^HE closing stages
* of 1947 passed at
an even tempo beneath
Bell Harry, with social
activities somewhat
curtailed, as every
where else, by the
abolition of
basic
petrol. It is notice
able, however, that a
surprisingly large num
ber of Officers and
N.C.O.'s who own
motor cars and motor
cycles appeared to
have used to the fullest
extent the initiative expected of them, and
have somehow kept their vehicles on the road.
The sudden news, in the middle of the month,
that our Commanding Officer was to take over
the reins at Hong Kong, filled us at once with
dismay at our loss and pride in his having been
selected for this coveted appointment.
It was, perhaps, a happy coincidence that our
Christmas cocktail party took place soon after
the news was published, since it enabled a great
many of our local friends who had enjoyed the
Depot's hospitality during the Summer to say
thank you and farewell to Lieut.Colonel Parry
in person. More recently the Colonel was
"DinedOut" in the Mess in the true traditional
style. His departure from the Mess on a chair
hoisted above the heads of the Officers was
but slightly marred when it was discovered
that the chairbearers could not get through
the front gate of his married quarter, a fact
which necessitated precipitating the honoured
guest in a triumphal dive, like some Deus ex

Machina, into a lavender bush, which, he
informed us somewhat apprehensively, was
strictly Government property.
Christmas passed in the usual way. A delight
ful Children's Party was organised by the
P.R.I., with most elaborate presents and an
alltoorealistic roaring lion, which upset not a
few infant digestions. The fact that the part of
Father Christmas was taken by Tom Burt will,
in a word, convince our readers both how
realistic and successful the party was.
The barracks were more or less emptied for
Christmas Day "itself, and the excellent
traditional Christmas Dinner was attended
by all too few, who, however, did more than
justice to the fare provided.
The Sergeants' Mess has not lagged behind
over Christmas and the New Year, haying
organised a stupendous, raffle with some sixty
prizes, a large number of which were won by
the Officers' Mess Sergeant, a fact which
caused some quite uncalledfor comment ! !
They also gave a splendid New Year's Dance
which was wellattended, and most excellently
run. They, too, have said "Farewell" to
Lieut.Colonel Parry and "Hail" to Lieut.
Colonel Connolly, his successor, in their own
inimitable style.
The Royal Fusiliers paid us a return visit
during the month, at which much mutual
laudatory comment was passed, and which
served both a useful and enjoyable purpose.
We are, at the moment, agog with pre
parations for the visit of the C.I.G.S., which
will take place in a week's time. Rumours
that he is accompanied by an A.D.C. with a
trunkful of bowler hats are allegedly without
foundation, but we are on our guard and on
our toes nevertheless. A full account of what
takes place will, no doubt, appear in the next
issue.
The sands of time are running out, and
approaching dissolution casts a gloom, willy
nilly, over us all, tempered in some respect
by the happy knowledge that many of us will
be rejoining Lieut.Colonel Parry in Hong Kong
when the coffin of the P.T.C. is lowered into the
grave of things "Not lost but gone before .
The biggest item of news is of the appoint
ment of King Frederik IX of Denmark as our
ColonelinChief. Excitement now runs high
as to when he will visit us or vice versa. We all
hope that a Guard of Honour will go over to
Denmark to renew our vows, more particularly
since we have had so much experience with
guards, Lord Mayor's Shows, and other cere
monial throughout the Summer, and are
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and Staff of H.M. Prison, Canterbury. This list does not,
therefore unusually wellequipped to undertake
of course, include the Regimental cards of the Com
this pleasant task.
manding Officer, Mess Presidents and Members of other
In ^closing, we wish Godspeed to Lieut. Messes, which we were so kindly sent and for which we
thank
them.
Colonel Parry, and welcqme Lieut.Colonel
Just before Christmas the Mess and friends gathered
Connolly as his successor, feeling, in this
respect, there could have been no happier together for the Christmas draw. There were something
800 tickets sold and the usual fare was provided.
choice than that of one whose associations like
A goose, several cockerels, and, of course, the bottled
with the Depot are so longstanding; and we groceries. Miss Calloway and Miss Howe officiated as
await with interest the succession of runners ' ticket drawers and the company waited while the prizes
of the "OliverConnolly Tote Investor Service", were distributed. Highlight was a bottle of Pirns No. 1.
F o l k s a r e still w o n d e r i n g h o w i t w a s d o n e , J i m ! !
dashing to and fro from the Orderly Room to Livestock was slaughtered before the draw this year,
the Drill Hall in St. Peter's Lane, over almost as it was feared that the police might hold people wending
the same route that they covered eight years ago. a homeward way with a flapping bird under their coat.
To end the evening the Commanding Officer wished all
Finally, 1947 at the Depot can best be a merry Christmas. Both the C.O. and the Adjutant
summed up in our late Commanding Officer's attended, the former with a car to take home his prize.
words in his farewell speech in the Officers'
Christmas in the Barracks was quiet. The traditional
Mess: "Though in many quarters 1947 has dinner was abandoned for austerity reasons and except
for a dance, organised for New Year's Eve, it was a case
been regarded as a year of disappointment and of
almost everyone on leave.
depression, here at least we are, I am sure,
The
New Year's Eve Dance was well attended and
entitled to feel pride in our achievements in the
the officers added a little battle effect to conclude the
past twelve months—the Trooping of the affair and welcome in the New Year.
Colour, the Lord Mayor's Show, the "At
Congratulations to Sgt. Pendle and his wife, who
Home", have all been most successfully attended the Dance with the confetti still in evidence
accomplished. Our work has been received with and who were' welcomed with the Wedding March by
appreciation by those in office over us and we the band.
This week, the first in the New Year,; we lose our
have, through the cooperation of every mem
Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry, who is to take
ber of the Staff, succeeded iii putting the Depot, C.O.,
Command of the 2nd Battalion. We wish him all the
in its return to peacetime conditions, once, best in his new venture and are extremely sorry to lose
more upon the map."
him. Our loss is the 2nd Battalion's gain. To relieve
Lieut.Colonel Parry we are proud to welcome Lieut.
Colonel Connolly, whom older members of the 1st
Battalion will remember as an M.G. officer.

Sergeants' Mess.
The President and Members of the Sergeants' Mess
wish everyone a Prosperous and Happy New Year.
To us it will bring changes and a breakup in the early
months of this year and a dismemberment of what
had become in our short existence as 3 P.T.C. a regaining
of Regimental Sociability.
By the time this appears in print the days of our
present establishment are rapidly closing and so I take
this opportunity while it exists of wishing all members,
wherever they may eventually be posted, the best of
luck for their future.
One of the delights of Christmas is to look through
the collection of cards that old members send to us with
their seasonal greetings. This year we have had so
many that to answer all of them would be impossible,
but here I take the opportunity of thanking on behalf
of members those who were so kind as to remember us
at this time of the year—and referring to my first
sentence—we return the compliments with thanks.
As a point of interest to all readers, the following were
kind enough to send us cards : MajorGeneral the Hon.
G. Scarlett, the Colonel of the Regiment, Lieut.Colonel
and Mrs. C. E. Vaughan,: Mr. and Mrs. E. J. Evans,
Major H. Jackson, Major and Mrs. Ricketts, Major and
Mrs. P. W. Ransley, Lieut.Colonel T. R. Reid, Mr. and
Mrs. Lane, Captain and Mrs. ffrench Blake, Mr. H. E.
Mercer, Lieut. R. H. Wickham, Mr. and Mrs. K~ Watson,
Captain G.< Gillett, Mr.A. Browne, R;S.M. and Mrs.
Wffliams, C.S.M. Deveson, C/Sgt. Maxwell, Sgt. List
(A.S.Cj), O.R.Q.M.S. Catt, R.Q.M.S. Barham, Nobby
Clarke, Fred Faulkner and Mr, A. Trice, The Governor

Depot.
First we must wish all our friends a happy New Year
and a very prosperous one. With the New Year comes
a new Commanding Officer, and we welcome Lieut.
Colonel Connolly to Canterbury. To Lieut.Colonel
Parry goes our best wishes for a very pleasant stay in
HongKong.
Mr. Seed left us, and a lot of his baggage, at the
beginning of the month for Durban. The best of luck
to him and the South Africans.
Lieut. Dawson has been seen around the Company
Area.
C.S.M. West, after returning from E. Africa, has
enjoyed a wellearned leave and is how on his, way to
Shorncliffe.
We have had a number of the 2nd Battalion passing
through for demob. Sgt. Taylor and Cpl. Turner, and
a large number of Danish lads who were agitating for
some time to be repatriated, have at last left us. Before
this they had a Christmas luncheon party at the Danish
Embassy in London.
In football Depot Company continue to add to their
honours and are running away with the league.
The Band (after making deep inroads into their
credits), left on a lengthy Christmas leave. The Boys
are glad to be out on the square again, under the
benevolent coaching of C.S.M. Faulkner. Since they
returned from leave we have heard of little but some
obscure place called HongKong. What has HongKong
got that we haven't ?
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shave in two minutes.
No water
needed,
but
if
you
have
water moisten your
face
before
using
Shavex.
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H.Q,Cp*npany.
The most important event of last month was enjoyed
by almost everybody. The event was Christmas. Most
of the Company joyfully departed on leave. The few
who gallantly volunteered to remain to do the picquet
did not go short of Christmas fare, as the P.R.I. (Captain
Bossom), who is also our Company Commjinder, had
only recently purchased a Sausage which was fattened
up for the great day, having been diligently "fed on
breadcrumbs, and was chained to Sgt. Almark's (Cook
Sergeant) larder so that it could not escape or be
"acquired" by a poultry thief—or eaten by "Prince",
the noble companion of Cpl. fjleach.
Our fortunes in the InterCompany League were
somewhat varied. Having defeated No. 1 Company
by 4 goals to nil, something went wrong and Depot,
defeated us by 3 to 1.
A couple of weeks ago the young and the old, the *
trained, the untrained and the untrainable were found,
collected and marched off to prepare for their Star
Classification Tests under the able guidance of Major
Plumptre and his formidable staff, who vainly en
deavoured to teach their classes to Russia round ! ! !
It was a ""mixed" course and one rather gathers that
some of the answers were what one would call "different".
One parttime soldiers during the ( judging distance
competition, having been told—"Cathedral—one
o'clock—bushytopped trees—what is the distance ?",
smartly replied, "About a twopenny 'busride." (With
out doubt he was made threestar.)
At the time of writing there are several signs of
activity around th6 Barracks—the C.I.G.S. arrives on
that lucky day, the 13th. R.S.M. Cummings immediately
detailed the Smartest Company to provide a guard,
whereupon C.S.M. Champion went slightly greyer and
puffed a little more violently at his faithful pipe, aud
wondered where he was going to find twelve men, let
alone twelve smart men. Ho was so pushed that even
"Laughing Boy" Fardoras was pressganged into service.
The C.I.G.S. will never know what he missed, anyhow.
The guard was cancelled this morning.
There have been remarkably few R.S.M.'s parades
of late, as he has given up trying to squeeze water out
of a rock. "The Great Employed" know so many
excuses why they cannot possibly attend, and so do their
employers, so that it is an uphill struggle to gather but
an angry handful, wHo have unfortunately run out of
excuses or reasons to put their names down on the
Saturday morning sick report. The most regular name
is that of Pte. Entwistle, whose ability to get violently
kicked during the last minutes of Friday's football
matches renders him a complete cripple until midday
Saturday.
The Company Office has again been granted a minute
ration of fuel, so once again one can usually see L/Cpl.
Slimmer (exi/c of the now notorious exchange) drinking
tea, discussing football with L/Cpl. Long or* enquiring
after Pte. Sheppard's foot, while C/Sgts. Ingleby and
Moore vainly endeavour to sort out their different
accounts under these somewhat trying conditions.
It is with deep regret that H.Q. Company wish Lieut.
Colonel Parry farewell, but we d<3 wish him every kind
of good luck with the famous "Chindit" 2nd Battalion,
who are earning new laurels in HongKong. The new
C.O., Lieut.Colonel Connolly, is wellknown among the
old vintage who served at the Depot before the war.
The Company extend to him a hearty welcome and
hope that his stay during the next few months will be
a happy and sporting one.
C.B.

Home Counties B.T.C.
No. 2 (Drafting) Company.
\Y7 ITH a certpain amount of trepidation we have crossed

the threshlold of a New Year and wonder how we
are going to t >e treated (I'll have a Brown Ale). With
a pending ch ngeover of this Unit in its future policy
I guess there; :e quite a lot of us who are wondering what
our ultimate disposal is to be.
This time last year fifty per cent, of the Permanent
Staff were Buffs, but now apart from the Company
Commander and Lieut. Squire there are only seven of
us left—have the others seen the "light" and gone off
to conquer fresh fields ? Sgt, Paddy Butler is still with
us and is looking for someone silly enough to take him
on for a couple of rounds, arid by this I don't mean
liquid! Sgt. Jamieson is still looking forward to the
day when he will be able to form up the Grandfather of
all drafts and take the whole Company for drafting.
I'll bet there would be quite a lot of "lost" bodies come
to light.
|
L/Cpl. Skein, our Pay Corporal, arid Cpl. Hodges, our
Orderly Corporal, in the very near future will be pro
ceeding on Class "A" Release ; they will both be missed,
but I don't think they know yet what they are letting
themselves in for ! ! Ptes. Pratt and Denyer have still
a few months to go before they are released, so they are
still "bashing on". The last but not least member of
the Permanent Staff is Pte. (AX1) Bishop/who seems to
be happiest ^ben surrounded with piles of K.D., which
he issues with a good deal of alacrity adding the following
words—"sign here".
As far as the drafting in the Company is concerned,
we have started the New Year with a bang, having
formed up tSn drafts, totalling 239 bodies, and as far
as can be seep, in the near future there will be more to
come. Although these drafts continue to be formed, the
Company strength remains somewhere in the region of
about 800. I think our motto should be "never a dull
moment".

The football season has been very profitable as we
have won every game except one and our present position
is the top of the league ; the trouble is, we haveii't had
any real opposition. After beating the local Police and
also the Folkestone Reserves, I think all will agree our
team has every right to be complimented; Crosscountry
running has now become a fortnightly effort and a pair
of shorts reveal a lot; isn't it surprising that a number
of people couldn't stop a pig in an alley, in plain English
"Bandy". Still, I suppose we cannot all be Adnois's.
On behalf of all the Buffs at present witfi this Com
pany, I wish to convey to all serving and .past members
of the Buffs the Compliments of the Season, hoping that
they will prove far more prosperous this year than last.
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4th Battalion.
CIRSTLY, we should like
 to wish all Buffs a happy
and prosperous New Year.
The chief item of news
during the past month has
naturally
enough
been
Christmas. On Saturday,
December 20th, by kind
permission of Colonel F. W.
B. Parry, our garrison com
mander, we were able to
join forces with the 3 P.T.C.
for the Children's Party.
The battalion was well
0/jftC4>f*J&0/
represented and families
were brought in by unit
transport from all the outlying companies.
Tom Burt made a successful and substantial
Father Christmas, comparing most favourably
with the numerous "spivish" Santa Clauses
who were to be seen in the streets of Canterbury.
The party was a great success and we should
like to thank all those responsible for its
organisation.
On January 13th we are to receive a visit
from the Chief of the Imperial General Staff,
Field Marshal the Viscount Montgomery.
We congratulate Major and Mrs. Rodney
Hews on the birth of a second son.
R.S.M. Smith has left us to take up the
appointment of R*S.M. to the School of Infantry,
West Africa. We wish him success in his new
job.
We unfortunately lose Sgt. Clarke on the
14th January, when he returns to civilian life.
Sgt. Clarke has been working in the Battalion
Orderly Room since he returned to this country
from Greece, when the 1st Battalion went into
suspended animation. We take this opportunity
of thanking him for all the valuable assistance
he has given us and of wishing him the very
best of luck in the future.
"JHE B«nQf

<

H.Q. Company.
We start back to work after our holiday, with puffed
eyes and big heads. It seems that some of us have had
just a little too much drink and not enough sleep.
For instance, our Chief Clerk came back to work on
Tuesday morning with his arm in a sling and limping
like a woundedduck He tried to tell us that his twins
kept him up at nights. But at the Dance on New Year's
Eve he was seen by his secondincommand kicking up
the floor boards at the local dance held at the DriU Hall.
Also to be seen round at Auntie's was Sgt. "Tiny",
trying to hold up a drunken sailor and his girl friend,
but was doing more for the girl than the fellow. Good
hunting, "Tiny".

Talking of our O.R. secondiricommand reminds me
that we are about to lose him. He is returning to
freedom via some demob, centre. Well, the best of luck,
Nobby, from all of H.Q., and thank you for your very
efficient cooperation during your stay.
NOTE.—I'm sure the whole of H.Q. will join with me
in sending out a hearty welcome to our new Colonelin
Chief, King Frederik IX of Denmark.

"A" Company.
Recruiting is still rather slow and we have lost Pte.
Pittock to the Regular Army. We wish him good luck
and hope to see him at Willsons Rpad on his leave. We
are proud to announce the names of two more recruits,
namely Ptes. Harris and Grainger, and hope the evenings
they spend at the Drill Hall will be enjoyed to the full.
Our visit to Canterbury for the Children's Party made
us forget austerity for an afternoon arid took us back
to the days when we believed in Father Christmas, so
may we thank all those concerned for a very happy
afternoon enjoyed equally by adults and children. We
wondet if the announcer was borrowed from the B.B.C.
.: During the month we held a very successful shooting
match with the Broadstairs Branch of' the British
Legion and hope to see more of them in the coming year.
It's not on record how many hares our Sergeant
Ma jor saw on Boxing Day—but he did not hit any.
As Major Taylor also had an unprofitable afternoon
attempting to hit pigeons, we are contacting the fun
fair to exchange our Miniature Range for their moving
models of ducks, and hope for bigger dinners the next
time these sportsmen take the field.
.
The first meeting after the festive season was very
small. We feel that this is due to some extent to the
results of a potent type of whisky to be found in Rams
gate. One T.A. member really believes that he saw the
Navy bearing a zigzag course down the High Street on
scooters. We are going to try and procure a bottle or
two of this fluid for our canteen if Harry Pearce will
tell us where he found it.
We have now taken over the Margate Drill Hall,
but still see Captain Tilleard once a week at Ramsgate,
when his enthusiasm for P.T. brings him.
We look back to a very pleasant 1947 and forward to
a more active 1948. We hope to have Lieut. Neville
back in the early months and in the meantime wish
him good luck with his examinations.

"B" Company.
A happy New Year and best wishes to ajl Buffs—old
and new.
At the beginning of a new year it is always profitable
to review the past, and it is with regret that we have to
acknowledge that the results of our efforts during the
past year have been disappointing. We trust, however,
that those members of the Regiment who have com
paratively recently been demobilised, will have had
sufficient time to settle down in civilian life, and will
now be prepared to come forward and rejoin us, and
give their very necessary assistance in the reformation
of the Company.
4<DM

Company.

First of all we should like to wish all Buffs, past and
present, a prosperous New Year.
We are now a total strength ol nine, not including
two officers and'the P.S.I., and are optimistically
hoping that more will soon be on the way.

(continued on p. v)
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2nd BATTALION NEWS.
(This "copy" arrived just as we were going to
press.)
^"FHE main event of this month has been the
^ inspection of the battalion by General Sir
Neil Ritchie, C.inC. FARELF. The battalion
was formed up in line at Stanley and inspected
by General Ritchie. This was followed by a
march past in column of platoons, after which
the C.inC. addressed the battalion. During
the course of his address he congratulated the
battalion on their drill arid marching, thus
confirming the very excellent impression made
upon all who saw the parade. It is hoped to
send some photographs of this parade next
month. One notable absentee from the parade
was the C.O.'s batman. The C.O. was to have
commanded the parade mounted, but this was
changed at the last minute, so that his batman
had to be rushed off the parade and "debagged"
to provide a pair of shorts for the C.O. to wear.
The rockets on November 5th caused the
first of a series of heath fires which have
brightened life at Stanley during the month.
It was thought at first that they were being
started by some confirmed bachelor as they
always seemed to threaten the married quarters,
but the most recent one raged round the Mess
(or perhaps this was revenge taken by a married
man !). The fires have proved such popular
entertainment that organised fires are now
started to get rid of mosquitoridden under
growth. These are all very well, until they
suddenly become disorganised, when chaos
reigns and all companies are turned out, thus
receiving a golden opportunity to "lose" long
missing shovels and buckets.
Gregory Blaxland has been haunting Queen's
Pier with his Guard of Honour which was
continually being called for to turn out for
Dr. T. V. Soong. I wonder if, now that he is a
Company Commander, he enjoys doing Guards
of Honour as much as he enjoyed detailing them
as Adjutant.
The Drums, thanks to great work by C.S.M.
Pawley, are coming on apace and put up a very
creditable performance when they beat Retreat
for the first time. Also, six of the buglers
acquitted themselves well when forming part of
the massed bands of Hong Kong on a parade
in honour of the Royal Wedding.
The battalion soccer team has done by no
means badly. In their first league match they
gave a fright to Sing Tao (who toured England
recently) by leading 2—1 at halftime, but finally
succumbed 4—2. In their next two games they
went down to South China and Chinese

Athletics. Before their next game, six of the
regular team had left on release, so that there
were misgivings about their future perform
ances. However, the "new" team beat Hong
Kong Club 4—3 and have followed this up with
a victory over Kwong Wah by 3—2. The team
is settling down well, and provided that old
demon "release" gives us a chance, we should
make a good name for ourselves in local soccer.
The InterCompany Football League ended
in a narrow win for "D" Company over "B"
Company by virtue of a better goal average.
This month we have said goodbye to Ernest
Edlmann (who once again scorned the common
troopship and managed to wangle a passage
home on an aircraft carrier), Sam Sutcliffe,
Toby Crane and Peter Webster. Good luck to
them all, and we hope to hear from them soon.
As a result of Ernest's departure, Gregory
Blaxland has handed over the duties of Adjutant
to Jim Webber and forsaken his loosebox
at Stanley to go out to grass as a Company
Commander at Lyemun.
H.Q. Company
SIGNAL PLATOON

The ranks of the Signal Platoon have been sadly
depleted since last month ; many familiar faces have
turned in the direction of cold weather and chota khana.
We all wish the very best of luck to Rosey Garman,
Suede Hawkins, Silky Bedford, Barry (VS6AQ) Barrett,
Bob Read, Terry Thurston and our two funny men,
Bignall and Donovan, not forgetting Mr. Webster, who,
it is rumoured, is going to the Highlands of Scotland in
search of relics of earlier wars.
The remainder of the platoon is standing up gallantly
to the tremendous pressure of work left by these de
partures, but one thing still worries Sgt. Haverley on
his G.1098 inspections, namely, what happened to the
netting whistles and zero beats.
Pte. Thompson, one of the D.R.s who travelled at
high speed over the mountain between Stanley and
less famous places, swears that his bike will do at least
30 m.p.h. when the laces boot and bits of string are
properly adjusted, but this we doubt.
Pte. Newman has regained control of the Signal
Office, his secret domain, and with the aid of Polly
Perkins, most of the messages are successfully sent back
to their originators.
We also have two new exchange operators, who, under
the guidance of father Coombe, are making good
progress, but everybody wants to know who switched
the call for our W.V.S. girl through to the Adjutant.
The platoon seems to have the only spare "bods"
available in H.Q. Company and most days we do our
share of guards and fatigues, although recently they
have been showing remarkably good timing in dis
appearing as soon as "Timeex." Haverley puts in an
appearance.
"Mitch" is certain he is losing weight. We personally
would have our own ideas. In the comforts dished out
recently he received a very fine leather belt—such a
pity it was four inches too short,
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Now we close with happy anticipation of Christmas

cheer to the sound of the mosquito's knocking knees,
drifting 6n the Orient's wintry blast, or is it the sound
of scrubbing brushes in the Signal Office ?

M.T. PLATOON

November dealt a staggering blow to the M.T. The
guiding hand of Captain Sutcliffe was removed from
the controls to enable its owner to take a firm grip of
his Suitcase and mount the gangplank. Accompanying
him on the "glorious" trip to demob, were Cpls. "Lash"
Frankish and "Wiz" Wisdom, also Ptes. Bastow, Biggs,
Lane, Lee, Parker, Pearce, Rigarlsford, Stainer,
Summersett and Young. On top of this we also said
"Goodbye" for the time being to Sgt. "Knobby". Clarke,
who, full of smiles, departed for LIAP. We'd like to
take this opportunity of wishing them all the very
best of luck for the future. Good sailing, mukko's !
We Welcome in their places 2/Lieut. D. Symes as
M.T.O. (what is a "Cutout box"?), who already has
Pte. Tony Palmeiri scrubbing his table for a slight
disagreement over the interpretation of M.T. Standing
Orders, and Drivers Allen, Nielsen, Williams, Tritton,
Joyrtes and (almost a regular) Pte. Bridges (103 group).
We old stagers are glad to see they are settling down to
the M.T.'s 25hour day and quite ably filling the vacant
spaces.
Congratulations this month go to L/Cpls. Nielsen,
Harris and Stoakes on their promotion. To add to our
difficulties the M.T. now provide their own picket,
consequently "one" and "three" sally forth at Retreat
armed to the teeth with a weapon closely resembling a
baseball bat fully determined to prevent further meddling
by "Gremlins" (?).
Before we finally close we'd like to squash the rumour
that a sign "Travellers' Rest" is going to be hung outside
the M.T. Office;

"I" SECTION
Owing to demobilisation the Intelligence Section
(all two of them) has beep somewhat depleted in numbers
during the last two months. Of the original six we have
lost two on release (Johnny Onslow and "Typhoon"
Jensen), one on LIAP ("Death" Moody) and one to
the newlyformed Corps of Drums (Van Ruyckevelt).
The remaining two (L/Cpl, Petersen and Pte. Mockler)
are holding the fort in an extremely capable manner,
The presentday Work of the "I" Section is extremely
hard to define; an equal for its variety of odd jobs
must be hard to find in the Battalion. The weekly
football posters, civilian passes, security checks, typhoons
warnings, etc., all come within the scope of the "I"
Section.
During the past month the typhoons have been in a
lenient mood, and the I.C). and his Section have been
spared the task of climbing the typhoon mast two or
three times at odd times of the day. However, we expect
shortly to see the "I" Section on one of its hunting
escapades in the early hours of the morning, and hope
that this time the "Q" may forget to lock his Ration
Store; for carrying typewriters from insecure offices
tends to increase one's appetite !
In closing We must thank Sgt. Smissen (Provost
Sergeant) for his cooperation in the sacking of the
SwiU Boy, We think you earned that $60 !

"A" Company

Except for the astonishing progress made by the
Drums, "A" Company has had rather an uneventful
month. Some time has been spent in shaking the
moths, cockroaches and the like out of our B.d.s arid
Greatcoats and the fitting of new issues. C/Sgt. Huntley
begs to differ, having been honoured as one of the
"Colour Party Escort" nuriierous times and still
bemoaning the loss of his stooge and "financial adviser",
Pte. Ernie Sexton.
It seems that we will have quite an exodus at the
end of November when the Devonshire pulls out for
Blighty and tension is running high amongst 6568
groups, who seem to have acquired in their vocabulary
words ending with "ex". We give you their "gen" at
the end of these notes.
I seem to hear a 6/8 beat somewhere around the
billet, so here it is—"The Drums".
The Drummers bashed weil and truly into November.
Its commencement sounded something like "Flanagan's
Band", cymbals bashing, trumpets blaring and flutes
tooting away to shatter the peace of Stanley Hill. We
did, however, hit the high spots on two occasions, the
first being a representative party of six drummers in
the Forces combined performance iri honour of H.R.H.
Princess Elizabeth and Lieut. Philip Mountbatten's
Marriage. Massed Retreat with Marching Thro' Georgia
and The 56th Bugle Marches made our lads put in some
hard practice and I'iri sure added that little extra
which made the show a complete success. Secondly,
after only threeandahalf weeks' practice starting from
scratch, we performed at Retreat on 26th November
with a fine programme of Jig Beating, Mandora Rising,
Stick Solos, La Traviata, sounding Retreat and the
Regimental March, which to the old 'uns who may
read this will show you what interest and enthusiasm
can do. We hope to perform again in the near future
arid add a little more to our programme with Omnia
Adaux and Dinah's Delight, "but at the moment Toledo
seems to have too mariy flats to digest.
To turn to our sporting activities requires but little
effort. Our "Timeex" platoon was all set to beat "D"
Company's respective platoon, but at the last moriierit
we could field only eight men to our opponents' ten.
Refusing the kind offer of one of their players, our hoys
set to and proved that eight was equal to ten. After an
enjoyable game we left the field all even, no goals being
scored by either side and "A" Company's "Timeex"
Platoon's honour still intact. Football has been con
fined to one trial match. In the new league that is about
to start we join forces with Support Company, and the
game revealed that we can have a combined team that
will do well.
This month we said Goodbye to all our boys of A/S
Group 63 and 64 who went to fill the everswelling ranks
of Civviedom. Amongst those that left us were Sgt.
Leri Sibley, Cpls. Pony Moore, Lou Campbell and Boh
Fraser, L/Cpls. Jackie Wright, Ptes. Slash Adams,
Skipper Torii Bennett, Stan Brooks, Pete Brown,
Charlie Hall, Attora Peach, Ernie Sexton, Harry Seal,
Len Norris and Den Keating. The tension amongst
6568 groups gets higher every day because they are
hoping to be starting their voyage to Blighty by
Christmas.
,
For this month this must be all froin "A" Company,
so here's wishing all the best to all Buffs everywhere.
P.S.—What did Ernie Sexton do with the Princess
Elizabeth Wedding Fund subscriptions ?
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"B" Company
Once again the Dilwara has depleted our numbers by
"taking groups 63 and 64.
We are still hoping for further reinforcements since
our strength in station is now down to 51, and we
expect to lose approximately 19 of our numbers on the
next ship.
Our latest reinforcements having completed the Cadre
Course, are now trying their hand on the Stonecutters
Range.
The longawaited C.S.M. Mawson has arrived at last
from leave in U.K., and we are very pleased to welcome
him back into the fold.
We heartily congratulate Lieut. Hamilton on his
promotion to Captain commanding "S" Company, and
wish him every success in his new appointment.
Pte. Double, our promising lightheavy, has still not
lost a fight. He obtained the Battalion's^ only win in
the last tournament at the China Fleet Club;
The Company football team must be congratulated
on their fine performance of obtaining second position
in the Battalion League. The final decision was made
by the difference of the goal average between "D"
Company and ourselves.
We hope that our new learnei>clerk, Pte. Blainey, will
soon be able to type with two fingers. Single tapping
gets very monotonous after a time.
Our all ranks table tennis tournament starts on
Monday night, 8th December. There are approximately
twenty ehtries, and Pte. Nielsen thinks that it is a fore
gone conclusion as to who will be the winner in the
finals. However, that remains to be seen, for we don't
know yet what talents we may have amongst our last
reinforcements. As soon as this tournament has been
played off we are tackling "C" Company, and the
^challenge has already gone out. ,
Like most other people we are now busy in planning
our entertainment, etc., for Christmas. It is now almost
/certain that we shall spend this in Lye Mun with "C"
Company, and our move to Murray will probably take
place at the end of the month.
C.Q.M.S. Day has been lucky enough to draw one of
the vacancies for the last allotment of LIAP we shall
have, since this leave scheme is being discontinued.
We all wish him a very happy stay in England and shall
look forward to fiis return.

We once more said Goodbye to some more deraob.
happy mates. So we say cheerio and all the best in
Civvy Street to Sgt. Bill Bellamy, Cpl. "Coughdrop"
Hansen, Cpl. Yank Payne, Ptes. Jock McLaighlin,
Tommy Pratt, Alby Marshall, Tommy Elliott, Cpl.
Mick Watts,^ Sgt. Beechams Pill, Cpl. Wright, Ptes.
Hemo Brown, Ring/'What about a big week" Jensen,
Len Gushway, Mac McKennon, Jim Staples, Nobby
Pearce, Bill Williams and Ennie Twigg and last but hot
least the services of C.S.M. Percival (Faversham Fox),
who has been the, backbone of the Company for the
ast 15 mpnths. Since his departure, the money lenders
ave beeri doing twice the trade down town. (It's 0*K.
Perce, we know you read The Dragon.)
We say Goodbye to C/Sgt. Horn, who has been
transferred to H.Q. Company, and we wish him all the
best in hi^ new abode.
Congratulations to Sgt. Wennegaard, one of our
Danish l4ds, who has gone one step further up the
ladders of] promotion, and we welcome Sgt. Spike Jones,
one of the old "C" Company lads, and congratulate him
on a fine attempt of taking the C.S.M.'s place for a few
days, until once again we received the able services of
Sgt. O'Brien, who is now holding, the fort till the new
C.S.M. arrives.
So now] we will sky cheerio Buffs, wherever you may
be and dcfn't forget to "Keep Smilin'

E

,

"D" Company

The past month has been one of those peculiar months
when fori some unknown reason everything. seems to
stop, except the usual routine of Garrison life. We have
played no sport at all except for one cricket match
(which could hardly be called that) against Support
Company; This was a peculiar affair, for having fielded
a complete team, "S" Company were short and we
loaned them a couple to make a game. Most of our
wickets were then taken by one of our own Company,
Pte. Norijis, but we ran out winners by some sixty odd
runs.
j
.
Stonecutters Island took its very small quota from ns
this month and we have had Mr. Cobb, Sgt. Rose and
eleven of] the Company away firing their course. 'The
resultsappear to be the best up to date, though they are
still disappointing. It is probably due to the attraction
of the .island for the range and camp is situated right
on the seashore and with good weather it is more of a
holiday than a course of musketry.
Several of the Company left during the past month
for civilian life, amongst them C/Sgt. Coleman, who has
"C" Company
been relieved by Sgt. Tucked. To all of these should
During the last month the Company, still at Lye they read The Dragon on return we wish all the best in
Mun, saw quite a few changes.
their occupations.
We were sorry to lose Major Edlmann. After com
The weather has changed to an almost English climate
manding us for six months he returned to Blighty to
during the last two days and we have had quite a heavy
attend a long tactical course from which he is not
fog with a lot of rain. The rain was becoming a necessity,
expected to return, but we say Cheerio, Sir, and Good
for we have had quite long spells without water and the
Luck. He leaves the Company in the care of Captain
local reservoir was beginning .to look a little low. It
W. G. Blaxland.
had the i result also in cancelling a match against "C"
Company in the league.
.
No. 7 Platoon were sorry to say farewell to 2/Lieut.
On second, thoughts I am not quite , sure that my
Smith, their Platoon Commander, who left the Company
to take over the duties of Regimental Signals Officer.' opening ] paragraph is correct, for we have had some
excitement during the past month. The first was the
A few days later the Platoon was put into suspended
animation.
occasion! on which the Company Commander (Major
Mairi events of the month have been, a visit by the . Majendie) lost part of his moustache and a little of his
eyebrow^ in combating a rather large fire which broke
C.inC. S.E.A.L.F., in which the Company .retained
out on the very overgrown slopes of the Camp area,
their usual smart turnout.
and the second was the discovery that a certain letter
Next.came a Guard of Honour for Dr. R. V. Soong,
which should have been addressed t > Hong Kong was
Governor of the Kwangtung Province of China, which
speeding its way to England. The letter being one of
was supplied by the Company and our .stablemates
those urgent things which everyone wanted in Hong
"B" Company.
Kong on a certain date and there only being one copy
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of it caused quite a lot of concern to Sgt. Tucker and
quite a lot of quick work by Mr. Cox, the cablegram
companies, H.Q. Land Forces and all others who might
have handled tile precious letter; However, luck was
against us and we having duly humbled our heads to
the dust to all those "burra" and chota sahibs who
seem to delight in making one's Small mistakes appear
of gigantic magnitude, have discreetly left the telephone
receiver off the hook and will only communicate with
the outside world by typewriter.
.
In conclusion, we take this opportunity to wish a
happy Stay to the new drafts which are disembarking
from the Str.athnaver tomorrow, the 10th, and also to
wish all Buffs, both past and present, a very happy
Christmas and of course a better and brighter New Year.

MORTAR PLATOON

Captain Crane, our Mortar Officer, and incidentally
O.C. "S" Company, left for Blighty on H.M.T. Dilwara
on 26th November along with the rest of 63 and 64
groups. We wish them the best of luck in civvy street.
Tick Mayer now changes jobs from Company Runner
to Company ArmOurer and is running around offering
to give everybody big or small (!) five rounds.
We have lost our famous sanitary wallah and
"Skiffler Mk. I". We ain't mentioning any names, but
he was rather tall and had a bandage round his knee
for the last six weeks or so. Now.that our excommando
two star "sadsack" Holloway has gone there is bags
of room in the Mortar Billet, in fact it looks quite bare
without his half dozen suit cases, boxes, books and
bush hats, not forgetting that famous symbol of heroism
(Did someone say Skiffler, Mk. II ?)", the old green beret.
PIONEER PLATOON

"S" Company
COMPANY H.Q.

It seems only a short time ago that we were called to
produce jDragon notes and therefore since our last effort
very little has taken place. Work has gone on steadily
irrespective of the fact that demob, has taken a heavy
toll of our dwindling number. At the end of this month
we say goodbye to Cpl. "G.10" Small and L/Cpl.
"Certainly" Seiersen, who go home on demob. We
welcome Pte. Mayer, who, having tried all employed
jobs to be found in the Company, has now ended up
in the Armoury, and Pte. Fleet in the Company Office
and hope their stay will be a happy one. C.S.M. and
C/Sgt. Scott is working hard trying to fill in his double
job. Judging from the noise, he is making a great
success of it.

Once again another month has flown by and we are
called to produce Dragon notes. This is found to be
hard work as so little of interest has happened. Two
weeks ago we all bid* farewell to Cpl. "Buffalo" Willis,
Jock McGregor and "Bother" Belcher, who proceeded
on demob.
To make up our dwindling numbers we received three
new faces in the shape, of Cpl. Daisy Giles, Ptes. Cordell
and Hansen. We all hope your stay will be pleasant.
Now a few items of interest. Who said the Sonderby
was getting ready to be a "Spiv" when he gets home ?
Everybody is wondering why Cpl. Giles insists on trying
to errect wardrobes from the inside while lying down.
Probably too much "Charpoy" bashing.
Before, we close we all wish the best of luck to Cpl.
"Ma" McNeil and Darkie Reader, who are sailing shortly
for Blighty. Until next month, the best of luck to all
exPioneers (including Doc. Cox).

FORM OF LEGACY
(to be included in a will, or as a codicil thereto).
I BEQUEATH to the Colonel for the time being of The Buffs, the
sum of £

:

:

free from legacy duty, in aid of the general objects

of the Central Fund (Colonel of the Buffs), for which legacy the Receipt of
such Colonel shall be a sufficient discharge to my Executors.

.

Signature
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Training is going ahead in Drill, Map Reading and
Weapon Training, although the nights are, of course,
too dark to carry out any tactical training.
Oh the welfare side, we have once more begun our
activities by electing a Company welfare team, and
have laid plans for dances, and. placing in the field
soccer and other teams when our numbers permit of it.

—"Photographs"—

"S" Company.

C A N T E R B U R Y

May we take this opportunity of wishing all our
friends the compliments of the season and trust they
have a very prosperous New Year.
Saturday, 20th December, 1947, opened bright and
fair for our Christmas Party. Our C.S.M. took on the
role .of fairy godmother and his modern sledge, the
15cwt. Morris, was used to bring in the Married Families.
The party was thoroughly enjoyed by children, and
parents alike. That dear old gentleman Santa Claus
made an appearance, much to the delight of the kiddies,
who were very thrilled with presents handed by Santa
Claus from the glittering Christmas Tree. We were sorry
that illness kept Mr. Parslow and family from the party,
but we trust that the New Year finds them all quite well
again.
We extend a hearty welcome to Ptes. Blunt, Hatcher
and Veness, who have recently joined us, and although
not "Old Buffs", they have settled down as members
of our large family.
.

Administration Platoon.
The festive season having come and gone, we are
settling down again now and taking stock of the number
of New Year resolutions that we have already broken.
It is with great pleasure that we report that the
Quartermaster has become a land owner. Yes, he has
taken an allotment, ten perch of it, so all that is needed
now is extra fatigue men or is it an idea of the Q.M.'s
to reduce his figure.
R.Q.M.S. Harwood proceeds to Colchester on a course
in February. His address from 0900 hours—1700 hours
will be, The School of Administration, Kirkee Barracks ;
at other hours his headquarters will be at the Goat and
Boot Inn.
We are busy just now in taking over our new garage,
which is situated near the Cavalry Barracks, and to
old timers was known as the forage shed, and was more
recently used as a Supply Depot.
Pte. Rowe, our storeman, had a nasty (although not
serious) accident with a motor cycle, whilst learning to
ride it. He has had to have a month away from duty,
but is fit and about again now.
The powers that; be have recently given him a larger
.house to live in (shape of things to come ?).
We welcome to the ranks of the administrative
platoon Pte. Beeching, who has recently joined us from
the H.C.B.T.C. He is a native of Lenham, and a Man
of Kent. We hope that he will be happy with us.
We congratulate our Company Commander on the
birth of his son and heir. The hand that rocks the
cradle rules the world, they say, so look out, H.Q.
Company.
,
We look forward to the visit of the C.I.G.S. on 13th
January, and it is hoped that those who are left will
continue these notes in February.
FinaUy, we wish all Buffs a very happy New Year
7 wherever they may be, and hope that whenever they
are this way, they will call and see us.
J.c.
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Correspondence—continued from p. 21.
The last time you heard from me was, I think, at the
time I was serving with Force 135 in the Channel Islands.
Since then, I have spent two very interesting years with
S.D. in the War Office, hence had plenty of opportunity
to meet Coloiiels Craddock, Atkinson and Tuff, and on
one occasion Colonel Spear turned up to make it
(temporarily) a foursome !
Two months ago I arrived out here, for the third tour
in these parts, and at once found quite a number of
Buffs, mainly , of course, the Deputy Military Secretary
himself, Colonel Rose, and Colonel Reeves. I have also
bumped into Major Pattenden, whom many Buffs will
remember was commissioned from the 1st Battalion
whilst it was stationed along the Palestine/Lebanon
frontier during 1940. "Pat" is now commanding an
East African Pioneer Company —his family is still back
in Portsmouth.
The voyage out was on the Otranto, and. as Ship's
Adjutant I found an exBuff of great assistance to me.
His name is Simmonds—he was one of the Battalion
Provost Staff (2nd Battalion), but is now a Sergeant in
the Corps of Royal Military Police—he disembarked at
Malta where so far as I know he is now stationed. He
asked to be remembered to any Buffs into whom I might
run—he has quite a family, five children, I think he
said, and he showed me with understandable pride
several photographs of them !
This will probably arrive too late for me to wish you
a very happy Christmas, but I can, and do, hope that
you, and through you, all Buffs will enjoy a happy and
successful Now Year. Every success to The Dragon.
Yours sincerely,
I
W. E. KILLE,
Captain, The Buffs.

Printed in Great Britain by Gibbs and Sons, Orange Street, Canterbury.

The Past and Present Association.
Headquarters : DEPOT, THE BUFFS. '
Telephone : CANTERBURY 2513.
Branch
1. 2nd Bn. The Buffs
2. 4th Bn. The Buffs
3.

4.

5.
6.
7.

8.
9.
10.

11.
12.

13.
14.
15.
16.

Secretary : MAJOR A. J. PEARSTH.

Chairman
SecondinCommand
SecondinCommand
Mr. H. Barnes

BRANCHES

Secretary
Meeting Dates and Places
R.S.M.
R.S.M.
ASHFORD
Mr. F. Harrison, 324 Hythe
First Saturday in each month,.
Road, Ashford
 Drill %11, 7 p.m.
LONDON
Lt.Col. J. R.JP.Williams, Mr. E. Gould,51a Lincolns Inn
Third Saturday in each month,
M.B.E.
Fields, London, W.C.2
Prince Alfred Restaurant,
Tufton Street, Westminster,
7.30 p.m.
DOVER
Mr. M. Hart
Mr. C. A. Mills, 10 West Street, First Thursday in each months
Dover
. "Eagle Hotel", . London:
Road, Dover, 7.45 p.m. 
WEALD
Col. E. B. Burns, T.D.
Capt. E. Boulding, Windyridge,
Sandhurst, Hawkhurst
MEDWAY
Mr. F. C. Cox
Mr. E. A. Peacock, 5 Breton
Last Saturday in each month,
The Brickmakers' Arms,
Road, Rochester
Wyles Street, Gillingham,
7.30 p.m.
SITTINGBOURNE
Col. D. J. Dean, V.C.,
Mr. R. H. J. Russell, 157 Short Second Friday in each month.
T.D.
Drill Hall, East St., 7.30 p.m.
lands Road, Sittingbourne
RAMSGATE
Mr. E. H. Swendell
Mr. B. E. Knott, 33 Brunswick Third Friday in each month.
Street, Ramsgate
Freemason's Tavern, Rams
gate, 8 p.m.
MARGATE
Capt. J. Tilleard
First Wednesday in each
Mr. H. Ingram, 72 Fulham
Avenue, Garlinge, Margate
month, The George and
Dragon, 8 p.m.
:
HYTHE
Captain D. V. Coote
Mr. J. E. Down, 15 Cobden Rd., Last Saturday in each month,
—British Legion Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Hythe
CANTERBURY
First Friday in each month,
Mr. L. F. Parratt
Major A. J. Peareth, Depot,
The Buffs, Canterbury
Rhodaus Town, Canterbury,
"
.
8 p.m.
(a) Herne Bay
Mr. A. Trice
Capt. H. F. Whitfield, Eddington Second Tuesday in each month,
SubBranch
British Legion Club, May
House, Herne Bay
Lodge, 8 p.m.
FOLKESTONE
Lt.Col. C. E. Wilson,
Mr. T. Fordred, 49 Downs
Second Tuesday in each month,
M.B.E.
Road, Folkestone
. Drill Hall, ShellonsSt.,8 p.m.
SANDWICH
Mr. H. Thirst, 21 Laburnum
Quarterly, Ship Inn, 8 p.m.
Avenue, Sandwich
DEAL
Mr. W. F. Oram, 344 Middle
Deal Road, Deal
FAVERSHAM
Major H. Jackson
Capt. J. Green, Boughton House First Thursday in each month
Nr. Faversham
The Ship Hotel, 7.30 p.m.

GROUPS.
. (a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Dover, Folkestone, Hythe, Deal
Ramsgate, Sandwich, Margate
Canterbury, Ashford, Weald
Medway, Sittingbourne, Faversham

LADIES' GUILD.
. President
Branch

Chairman
Mrs. D. E. Spinner

1.

LONDON

2.

DOVER

3.

FOLKESTONE

4.

DEAL

5.

MEDWAY

6.

ASHFORD



HON. MRS. P. G. SCARLETT

Secretary
Mrs. M. Lamb, 31 Somerton
Avenue, Richmond, Surrey

Meeting Dates and Places
First Saturday in each month.
Prince Alfred Restaurant,
Tufton
Street,  S.W.I,
6.30 p.m. / ; "
Mrs. J. Crookenden, J.P. Mrs. C. A. Mills, 10 West Street, Second * Tuesday in each
Towfer Hamlets, Dover
month, CoOp. Cafe, Big
gin Street, Dover, 3 p.m.
Mrs. Kay Mantell, 5 Page Place, Every other Wednesday, Drill
Mrs. G. Wood, J.P.
Folkestone
Hall, Shellons Street, Folke
stone, 3.30 p.m.
Mrs. G. Maxted, 143 Middle
Mrs. East
First Wednesday in each
Street, Deal
month, St. George's Hall,
High Street, DeaL
Mrs. M. Sellens, 69 Priestfieid " Every Fourth Friday,: Fores
Mrs. King Holt
Road, Gillinghain, Kent
ters' Hall, King Street,
Gillingham, 2.30 p.m. *
Mrs. E. Partiss, 22 Bond Road, Second Wednesday in each
Mrs. L. King
South Ashford
month, The Drill Hall,
Ashford,!3 p.m.

VM
How to get "The Dragon"
pOR those wishing to receive the Paper direct through

the post each month, the rates of subscriptions are :
1 year, 8/. 6 months, 4/. 3 months, 2/.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs,
Canterbury.

25 YEARS OF CATERING FOR
CANTERBURY AND GARRISON
We have seen the change from large families
and large joints,
To small families and smaller joints,
To rationing and even smaller joints.
We make it our constant endeavour to help
you through the week,
And guarantee your Sunday joint, large or
small.

:: FAMILY BUTCHER ::
Sausage
Our well
Established
Speciality

GIBBS and SONS
GENERAL

PRINTERS

(ALL CLASSES CF
MILITARY
PRINTING
EXECUTED AT SHORT
NOTICE

*
BALANCE SHEETS
POSTERS
PPROGRAMMES
| FSPORTS FIXTURE CARDS

*
PRINTERS OF THIS JOURNAL

F. R. BEANEY

,„

22aMILITARY ROAD,
CANTERBURY

Extensive
Refrigeration

(EXBUFF)

Established 1818

Telephone 2107

ESTIMATES

GIVEN

16 Orange Street, Canterbury

Telephone 2827

THE
BOOK SHOP
WHERE YOU CAN SEE THE
BOOKS OF TODAY WELL
DISPLAYED IN ATTRACTIVE
SURROUNDINGS
YOU WILL BE WELCOME

CANTERBURY

&

SANDON & Co., Ltd.
9 STRATTON STREET
PICCADILLY, W.1.

DOVER

H. J. GOULDEN, Ltd.
<LivU,

fBMlttarp anh flDufti Sailors,
Ibuntlno Coats S Breeches
f7k&
QotdemSpMt
1

W&jAmt*.Otv«9eor£u**
(2
atehu timeJ

Telegrams:

Telephone:

GEEGEE, PICCY, LONDON.

GROSVENOR, 3524

vm

HAWKES & CO., LTD.
Civil and Military Tailors and Outfitters
Regimental Tailors

'<>

UNIFORMS AND MUFTI
MADE TO

THE BUFFS

MEASURE

Lounge Suits, Overcoats, Hacking Jackets, Blazers, Shirts,
Shoes, etc., in stock for immediate wear.

1 SAVILE ROW, LONDON, W.l
Ladies' Department on 1st Floor
TELEPHONE : REGENT 0186

68 HIGH STREET, CAMBERLEY
TELEPHONE: CAMBERLEY 829

By Appointment

To the late King George V.
Established 1799

J. H. & J. BROOKE, Ltd.
Wine Merchants
LONDON
27 CLEMENTS LANE, E.C.4
Telephone : MANslon House, 5301 (3 lines)

FOLKESTONE
134 SANDGATE ROAD
Telephone : Folkestone 3123 (2 lines)

HYTHE

78 HIGH STREET
Telephone: Hythe 6301
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CONWAY WILLIAMS
THE MAYFAIR TAILOR

48 BROOK

ST.,

MAYFAIR, LONDON,

W.l

(Opposite Claridge's Hotel)
AND

39 LONDON ROAD,. CAMBERLEY
Morning and Evenmg Wear Court and Military Dress for all occasions
Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits

All Cloths cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand
in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors
REGIMENTAL TAILORS TO THE

BUFFS REGIMENT

Telephones:
Mayfair 0945—Camberley 498

Telegrams:
" Militaila Wesdo, London "

A.J.WHITEHATTERS>L

td.

Mrs. WHITE

A. J. WHITE

REGIMENTAL
CLUB & SCHOOL
COLOUR
SPECIALIST

CAP MAKERS
TO THE
REGIMENT
SOLE SUPPLIERS
OF THE
FLEXOLYTE
FIELD SERVICE
CAP

DESIGNED & MADE BY CRAFTSMEN
For threequarters of a century the name
F. PHILLIPS has been synonymous with
Trophies representing artistic perfection as well
as sound economy. Cups, Shields, Medals, etc.,
are supplied from stock, or to special design.
Quotations gladly submitted.

F. PHILLIPS,
(F. PHILLIPS and R. A. GARRATT)

Wellington Street, Aldershot
FANCY TIES,
SCARVES,
ETC.

MAKERS OF EVERY KIND
OF

LADIES' & GENT'S HEADWEAR
Established over 80 years

8 BURLINGTON GARDENS, W.I
Telephone :

TROPHIES

REGENT

0582

FOR : : : :

ACCURACY

IN

DISPENSING

AND : : : :

RELIABILITY IN ALL MEDICAL
AND SURGICAL GOODS

oo
WALKER & HARRIS, Ltd.
Sun Street and Northgate Street,
CANTERBURY

THE ASSOCIATION OF SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PAGES,
67/68, JERMYN STREET, ST. JAMES'S, S.W.1.
TEL. WHITEHALL 2504.

§PV1CRECmI
the stuff to
give the roots
Keep the roots active and you will keep your hair!
Massage Brylcreem well into the scalp with the tips of
your fingers with an action that moves the scalp on the
skull. Brylcreem's tonic ingredients will encourage the
hairs' own natural oils to function efficiently—c Dry'
Hair, cTight' Scalp, thinning hair and dandruff
become things of the past. Brylcreem your hair today.
County Perfumery Co., Ltd., Honeypot Lane, Sianmore, Middx.

A NASTY

r

It's Time You Took Some
VENO'S!
A nasty cough can pun you down.
It's time you took some VENO'S!
You will quickly feeJ better as
VENO'S relieves those coughing
attacks, soothes the soreness in the
chest and ends that tickling in the
throat. If you cough badly at
night, take a" dose when you go to
bed. VENO'S is really splendid
for COUGHS, "CHESTY' COLDS,

BRONCHITIS,
HOARSENESS,
and NIGHT COUGHS.

™SL
PRICE
1'6
PER
BOTTLE

2OSM

VENO'b
COUGH MIXTUE

The FAMILY standby
for over 50 years

roydi

THE

FOLLOWING
FIRMS
SUPPORT
SERVICE
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Just taste

COOLTIPT

DUNCANS
CHOCOLATE

VIRGINIA

MINERAL WATERS

by ABDULLA

LEMON SQUASH, &c.

'Wool' filter tip. 20 for 3'4

SOLD BY N.A.A.F.I. CANTEENS

its delicious!.

For protection against
Skin Infection... USE

White Cottells

WRIGHTS *

MALT VINEGAR
is Quality Vinegar
ASK FOR IT.



BRAND

WEB EQUIPMENT CLEANERS

NDougalfs OTARD

SelfRaising p|Q|||*

DM.

FOR BOILERS. HEATING SYSTEMS.
ENGINE JACKETS.
ANTI-CORROSION. ANTI-SCALE

COGNAC

t

H.D

London, N.W.9

Tel. COLindale 8011

Resistors  Volume Controls +
Ceramicons  SilverMica MS
Condensors  Suppressors

fl

Stanley. |^ethb

J

^

for PICTURES
PRESENTATIONS
GARDENS «

for CANTEENS^
MESSROOMS,i£

KITCHEN

©

Eastfield Mills, HAWICK, SCOTLAND
IT'S A GOOD JOB ! !

C. BRYANT & SON, Ltd.
SMALL HEATH, B'HAM, 10

are THE BUILDERS

G. RUSHBROOKE (Smithfield) LTD.

Phone; Victoria 2333-8 (6 lines)

6777 Charterhouse St., LONDON, E.C.I

SUPER

OVERALLS
> The flail

Hark bj Quality '

FIT FOR THE BATTLE FRONT
FIT FOR THE HOME FRONT

FAXALL PRODUCTS "LTD, BLACKLEDGE WORKS, HALIFAX

PATONSi BALDWINS
LTD.

SPIN WOOLS FOR ALL
KINDS OF CLOTHING

ALLOA

;

HALIFAX : LEICESTER
WAKEFIELD

Richardson

Woollen & Worsted Manufacturers

EQUIPMENT

CUTLERY, CHOPPING BLOCKS & TABLES

Blenkhorn
& Co., Ltd.

(Nameplates )/LTD,

CAMBRIDGE ROAD, TWICKENHAM

MEAT MINCERS, BUTCHERS' CLOTHES, Ac.

STANLEY MACHINE TOOL CO.. LTD.
NEW BANK, HALIFAX

Messrs.

" Timber plates ^ b a d g e s

Lythalls Lane, Coventry
AirMinisfry Authority707713^37

THOMPSON, LTD.

Technical Staff and Stockist! everywhere

Carlisle Road, The Hyde, Hendon

SAMUEL GILL & SONS ™aB E L S . tokens!

Tel. Cov. 88605

HOUSEMAN &

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE

I Erie Resistor Ltd.

SHREDDED
WHEAT
Designers & Manufacturers of Jigs, Tools,
Fixtures, Gauges & Special Machines

H.T.L.

FOR RAPID DESCALING OF PIPES.
DOMESTIC SYSTEMS. ETC.
WITHOUT INJURY

(HOUSEMAN'S DEGREASANT)

BRANDY A

WELGAR

TarCoal
Soap

PARK DRIVE
jCIGARETTESj

HI

for pleasure
PLAIN & CORK TIPPED

1

iii
Telephone 2785

FRANK J . SANGERS
Jfamilg jtotcfur
(EX BUFFS)

iv

LICENSED DEALER IN GAME
You can rely upon the

PRIVATE

0

TRADER

for Value, Courtesy and Service

'

114 NORTHGATE St., CANTERBURY

CIVIL & MILITARY TAILORS
COMPLETE OUTFITTERS
TELEPHONE

2566

l7o 9kof) atr

VYE&SON

CLOTHES WHICH BEAR THE
AUTHORITATIVE STAMP OF
QUALITY IN EVERY DETAIL
CUT & MADE ON THE PREMISES

W\e

WARRENS (CANTERBURY) LTD.

d&htfrE Q/oee/s*

SINCE 1817 - BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY

14/16 SUN STREET CANTERBURY

FORM OF LEGACY

(to be included in a will, or as a codicil thereto).
I BEQUEATH to the Colonel for the time being of The Buffs, the sum
of £

:

:

free from legacy duty, in aid of the general objects

of the Central Fund (Colonel"of The Buffs), for which legacy the Receipt of
such Colonel shall be a sufficient discharge to my Executors.

Signature.

iv

THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment).
The Dragon.

In each of the four corners theUnited Red and White Rose unsigned with the Imperial Qrown.

Agents—Lloyds Bank, Ltd., Cox's& King's Branch.

Regimental Journal

The Dragon ", Canterbmy.

Regimental Association—Th& Past and Present Association, The Buffs, Canterbury.
'j,

.

Allied Regiment of The .Canadian Army.
The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada.

yColonelin*Chief  ...
... His Majesty Frederik IX., King of Denmark. ...
...
CoUmet ..r,'.. ...
... MajorGeneral Hon. P. G.Scarlett,,C.B., M.C<,ret. pay, p.s.Oi
Officer Comdg. 3 P.T.C, Canterbury—l,t.Col. J. F. Connolly, D.S.O.
„
„
Depot The Buffs, Canterbury—Major R.^W. Edmeades.

23/12/47
4/6/43

. ;

Regular and Militia Battalions.
Unifot »i—Scarlet. Facings—Buff.
Cadre 1st Battalion (3rd Foot)—Ctmteihifty$&2nd Battalion 13rd Fqo/)£S.E.A.L.F.
3rd Battalion (.East Kent Militia)—Canterbury

Territorial Army Battalions.
4th Battalion (Canterbury). Hon. Colonel ... Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D. ... 1/8/46
Sth Battalion (In abeyance). Hon. Colonel ... Col. K.,B. Burns, T.D., D.L
5/12/45
Unit or Appointment
Name
I
Name
f Unit or Appointment
CAPTAINS—continued.
J
LIEUTENANTCOLONELS.
T/Maj., Staff, U.K.
Montgomery, D.
fAllen, E. H.
Leavepending retirement.
Lindley, P. A. N. ...
. Staff, Overseas.
fRice, N. D. ...
...
... T/Brig., Staff, Overseas.
2nd
Bn.
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
fHall, EOF., M.C. ...
... T/Col., Staff, Overseas. «.
Language Course, China.
Poulsen, N. D.
...
.
Boucher,W^CiB,EJLN .vJ  T/Brig., War Office.
4th
Bn.
Cox, E. G., M.C. ...
.
McHioiso^ J;&, CJ3M*
T/Col., Staff U.K.
T/Maj., Staff, U.K.
Collins, H. A.
MAJORS.
H.C. Bde., T.C.
Critchlev, L P.
T/Maj., Student, Staff College, Camberley
McGrath, B., M.C
. T/Col., Staff, Overseas.
ifiose, A. J. D., O.BM.
T/Maj., Student, Staff College, Camberley
' Critchton, R. F. ...
King, JtE.i ILS.O. ...
; . T/Lt.Col., Staff, U.K.
Staff, Overseas.
Worts, J. B., M.C. ...
T/Lt.Col., H.Q. Malaya Command.
CKnocker, H. S.  ...
Kurrum
Militia, ParaChinar.
.
Semmence, R. G. H.
. Polish Resettlement Corps.
Coates, D. C.
May, J. F. ...
. T/Lt.Col., Staff, U.K.
^Airy, E. A. ... * ...
Court, D. N
Bruce, E. P.. C., M.C.
. T/Lt.Col.
T/Maj., Staff, Overseas.
GordonWilson, N. F.
LyndenBell. P. T. G.
2nd Bn.
Staff, Overseas.
Nash, j. P.
Dewar, M. P. D., MJB.EJ . . T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas,
3 P.T.C.
Parry, F. W. B.
ffrench Blake, M. A. O'B. .
...
k T/Lt.Col., 2nd Bn.
. T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas.
Spear, T. H., O.B.E.
LIEUTENANTS.
,\ T/Lt.Col., War Office.
Parry, R. F., M.C. ...
... T/Capt., War Office.
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O. . .^ T/Lt.Col., 4th Bn.
Hadshar, R. G.
.
. T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas.
Williams, H. P,
...
...
H.C. Bde., T.C.
Iliffe, R. O. ...
. T/Lt.Col., 3 P.T.C.
Connolly, J. F., D.S.O.
... T/Capt., B.A.O.R.
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
. 2nd Bn.
Craig, B. H. ...
... 3 P.T.C. .
Barrett, D. P. R. ...
T/Capt., 2/1 Gurkha Rifles Abbottabad
. T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas.
Reeves, N. R.
McDonald, E. W.
Tuff, C. R.
. T/Lt.Col., War Office.
... T/Capt., B.M.M., Greece.
Marshall, F
Staff, Overseas.
.
Jelf, A. G
Dent, J. E
T/Maj., H.Q. Malaya Command.
Craddock, R. W., D.S.O
Dubois, G. E.
... T/Capt., Indian Military Academy,
M.B.E. ...
.... '. ! T/Lt.Col., War Office.
Harley, D. B.
2nd Bn.
Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E.
Dehra Dun.
Staff, Overseas.
Grace, H. R
... 2ndBn.
Peckham, A. D.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas.
Scott, E. S., M.B.E.
...
Staff,
Overseas.
Johnson, T. S.
...
2nd Bn.
Harris St. John, B. J.
... Staff, Overseas.
Thorneycroft, F. E.
. H.C. Bde., T.C.
Lewis, P. J. ...
...
...
H.C.
Bde.,
T.C.
Squire, S. J....
...
2nd Bn.
Bailey, N. T.
... 2ndBn.
Wilson, P. F.
2nd Bn.
Edlmann; E. L. C., M.C. .
...
2nd
Bn.
Hamilton, C. M.
Depot.
Edmeades, R, W
Willows, D. A.
. Staff, Palestine.
Rawlings, A. C.
!!! 3 P.T.C.
Gatehouse. H. R. ...
Horley, B. M.
. Leave, U.K.
2ND LIEUTENANTS.
CAPTAINS.
W.S./Lt., Basic O.C.T.U., U.K.
Howe, L. O. ...
W.S./Lt., Malaya.
Phillips, L. M.
Ravenhill, R. A.C
. T/Maj., Staff, U.K.
T./Capt., attached Wiltshire Regiment.
Griffin,.C. J....
Plumptre, P. B., M.BJS. ... T/Maj., 2nd Bn.
Hurst, A. J. B.
Samuelson, J. P. W., M.C.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, U.K.
Webber, J. W.
. T/Maj., Staff, Overseas.
Dendy, R. H.
W.S./Lt.
Pirn, A. H. E
. T/Maj., 3 P.T.C.
Lucas, J. P
Norris, N. F. H. C. ...
. T/Maj,, Staff, Overseas.
QUARTERMASTERS.
Majendie, A. E.
... . . T/Maj., 2nd Bn.
... Maj. (Q.M.), H.C. Bde., T.C.
Martin, H. J., MB.E.
Harbord, K. P. G
. Staff, U.K.
... Maj. (Q.M.), 3 P.T.C.
Ricketts, G. A.
...
Blaxland, W. G.
. T/Maj., 2nd Bn.
Ransley, P. W., M.B.E, .„ T/Maj., School of Chemical Warfare.
Gay, A. W. ...
. K.A.R.
... T/Maj. (Q.M.) f2nd Bn.
Williams, L J
. 3 P.T.C.
Bossom, C. ...

S Supemumary.
Oliver, O. E. F., D.S.O.

4th Battalion.
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL.

Hews, G. R. D., M.C.
Proctor, Q. A. H., M.C.
Taylor, N. G. N.
Butcher, D. A. ?
Gurney, A. H.
Tilleard. J.

MATORS.

CAPTAINS.

Eames, A. G.
Gore, R. E.
Hannah, W. H.
Hopton, I. J.
Neville, F. G., M.C.
Parslow, L. J
Price, W. J. J.

LIEUTENANTS.

Cox, Captain E. G., M.C.
... Adjutant
Burt, Major T., M.B.E.
... Quartermaster
Hamerton, Major J. R. (R.A.M.C.). Medical Officer

MembersgAssociation of Service Newspapers.
Advertisement Agents: Service Newspapers Ltd., 67/68 Jerm/n Street, St. James's, London, S.W.I.

No. 579
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Price : Sixpence

Personalia.
JVT AJORGENERAL

H. de 'R. Morgan has
been given the King Haakon VII Liberty
Cross for his services in Norway with 148
Infantry Brigade. The R. Northumberland
Fusiliers, of which he is Colonel, are at Gibraltar,
where he inspected them the other day, having
flown out. He was accompanied by Mrs.
Morgan. They are now busy getting into their
new house, Llandefaelog, Brecon.
1 A

It is pleasant to have news of Colonel H. F.
Sparrow, who has been in London for a few
weeks. Except that he is rather thinner (as
many of us are !) we understand that the
intervening years seem to have changed him*
riot at all.
Lieut.Colonel E. Foster Hall and his family,
who are on a trip to Hong Kong, expect to
return home via Singapore early in April.

We congratulate Colonel J. G. Nicholson on
his promotion to the rank of Substantive
LieutenantColonel.
\
Lieut.Colonel L. H. Cremer handed over
command of the 1st Cadet Battalion, The
Buffs, to Lieut.Colonel J. H. CarrollLeahy, on
January 1st.
Major A. C. Grigg writes that his elder son is
now serving with the 2nd Battalion in Hong
Kong.
We congratulate Dr. and^Mrs. A. D. Parsons
on the birth of a son.
Doctor Parsons became medical officer to
the 2nd Battalion on its reformation in 1942
and stayed with it until he was wounded in
Italy.
He gained his Military Cross when serving
with the Battalion.

Lieut.Colonel H. S. Knocker, "Q" Branch,
H.Q. Malaya District, Kuala Lumpur, Malaya,
left Burma at the end of November. He and
Mrs. Knocker, now recovered from an appendix
operation, are in a transit hotel at Kuala
Lumpur, but hope to get a quarter shortly.
Although the shops there are very well
stocked, the price of everything is colossal.

Majors B. McGrath ^and R. E. Crichton are
students at the current Staff College Course,
Camberley.

Major C. S. Field recently stayed with Colonel
Crookenden for a day or two and is now back
with Colonel and Mrs. Power with whom he is
living for the present.

Major N. F. H. C. Norris is now liaison
officer at Air Headquarters, B.A.O.R., and
lives at Minden. He has recently been on a
pleasant trip which included some skiing.

We hear that Major J. G. Atkinson has sold
his house at Chillington Green and that Mrs.
Atkinson sails for Hong Kong in April.
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Unfortunately his car has twice ^b0gh,v^toien,.
once recovered, but still missing from the
second effort.
Major H. Emms has moved to Rbbberhill
Farm, Hampton, Naples, Cheshire, Where he is
very busy dairy farming.
Captain F. R. Sweet is now Development
Officer, c/o the Secretariat, Lagos. He served
for a large part of the war with the Sierra
Leone Regiment.
Captain H. B. .Shorter has taken up golf
and writes that he has every intention of
wresting the "Rabbit" Cup from Major Fox at
the next meeting.
*
Mrs. Shorter arrived at Ibadan by air on
December 10th.
Captain J. N. Bax has settled in at Gaunts
House, near Wimborne, Dorset.
The School was formerly at Dumpton House,
Broadstairs, where several officers' sons of the
Regiment were educated.
Cecil T. F. West, son of Major A. A. West,
has passed the Army Entrance Examination
and the Sandhurst Selection Board, and will go
to the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst, in
August. He hopes to be commissioned in the
Regiment. He is a Cadet Officer in the Eton
College J.T.C., Captain of the Eton Rugby XV,
a member of "Pop" and Captain of his House.
He leaves Eton at Easter for his preliminary
training in the ranks.
Mr. W. G. Stewart, 87 Rock Avenue, Gilling
ham, Kent; has sent us a very interesting
photograph of the Warrant Officers and
Sergeants, 2nd Battalion,. Aden, 1922, in which
he features. Unfortunately it will not reproduce
in The Dragon.
He would welcome a letter from any who
were in that group and promises to reply without
fail."
We are glad to know that 6284508 exCpl.
L. R. Sayer has completely recovered from his
accident and is back at work.
He recently stayed two weeks convalescing at
Ramsgate when he spent a very enjoyable
evening with the Ramsgate Branch of the
Association.

; We regret to record the death of Mrs. E. S*,
Armistead on February 4th, aged 88 years.
She was the widow of the late 1817 H.
Armistead.
We regret to. record the death of Mrs. Perry
which occurred at the Royal Cambridge Home
on January 29th. We offer our sympathy to
her relatives in their loss.
Mrs. Draper is now the only Buffs widow
.remaining in the Home.
A subscriber requires a copy of the February,
1940, and September, 1942, issues of The
Dragon. If any of our readers or branches of
the Association can supply these copies, will
they please forward them to the Editor.
We regret to record thp death recently at
Canterbury of Dr. C. E. Murphy and offer our
sympathy to Mrs. Parry and Mrs. Dewar in
their loss.

Dr. Murphy had known the Regiment for a
long time and had many friends in it. He was
in his early days a fine athlete, being an Irish
International Rugby football and a firstclass
lawn tennis player. In later years he became
an ardent golfer.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
8

BlkTHS

Edlmann.—On January 22nd, 1948, to Molly
(nee Grylls), wife of Major Ernest Edlmann,
The Buffs, Langarth, Woodland Grove,
Weybridge, a daughter.
Parsons.—On December 15th, 1947, at Ohura,
New Zealand, to Elizabeth (nee Chamberlain),
wife of Dr. Alfred Denis Parsons, M.C., a son
(Simon Patrick George). Both doing well.
ENGAGEMENT.

Major R. H. Dendy and Miss E. A.
Richardson.
The engagement is announced between Major
Richard Heathfield Dendy, The Buffs, eldest
son of Mr. and Mrs. N. H. Dendy, of Holcombe,
Moretonhampstead, Devon, and Anne, only
daughter of Mrs. Ford and stepdaughter of
Group Captain R. J. A. Ford, R.A.F. Delegation,
Athens.
"

t h e a s s o c i a t i o n o f s e r v i c e n e w s p a p e r s a d v e r t i s e m e n t pages,
67/68, j e r m y n s t r e e t , s t . james's, s.w.1.
t e l . w h i t e h a l l 2504.

the jou.tn.eu that
15 nece55atu
Up and down the Country there are men whose duty takes them on
many essential journeys. For them a Ford is a necessity. They need
a precisionbuilt, lowpriced car that will give them constant perform
ance. With a Ford they can also be sure of Ford Service Facilities
wherever they go, sure of Fordtrained mechanics at Ford Dealers, to
provide maintenance, spares and repairs at low fixed prices. There's
no doubt about it, for essential motoring a Ford is essential.
PREFECT 10 h .p.

ANGLIA 8 h .p.

CONSTANT IN PERFORMANCE .
F O R D

END DRY SCALP
See what a mess Dry Scalp
can make of your hair! It
takes out all the life and
gloss, and makes it hard to
comb. It won't stay in place.
Bits of loose dandruff show,
mostly'at the parting. And,
even worse, there's dandruff
on your tunic.

M O T O R

C O M P A N Y

,*

L I M I T E D ,

D A G E N H A M

"00 d'yer think you or
 the three
i

CADBURY

V .

and see the
difference!
Now see the difference when
you end Dry Scalp with
'Vaseline' Brand Hair Tonic.
Hair is easy to comb and
looks well dressed. Dandruff
disappears. Simply massage
gently with 'Vaseline' Hair
Tonic every morning. A
little goes a long way.

 Vaseline

HAIR TONIC

The Dressing that Ends Dry Scalp
ASK FOR IT AT YOUR NAAFI —2/11 A BOTTLE
22Q23F

2/48-2

Chesebrough Mfg. Co. Ltd.

CADBURYS

Chocolate

t h e a s s o c i a t i o n o f s e r v i c e n e w s p a p e r s a d v e r t i s e m e n t pages,
67/68, j e r m y n s t r e e t , s t . james's, s.w.i.
t e l . w h i t e h a l l 2504.

\'\i

& 2'3

(Inc. P. Tax)

COLDS & FLU
JUST DO THIS

'ASPRO' is the quickworking, effective,
modern answer to colds and 'flu. !t gets to
work in no time—clears the head, stops the
feverish, shivery sensations, dispels the aches
and pains and the miserable fedup feeling. On
going to bed take a further couple of 'ASPRO'
tablets with a hot drink. 'ASPRO' lulls you
off into a refreshing, natural sleep, at the same
time inducing a gentle perspiration which
helps to eliminate the cold through the pores
of the skin. In most cases you will lose the
cold while you sleep.

P

TO WORK ON THAT(OLD NOW/
Cold and Pains Relieved

G. B. writes from London, N.l :—" I
have had a very bad cold in my head
and pains in my limbs. I have found
'ASPRO' have done me the world of
good and in future they will be the first
thing I will go for."

'ASPRO'Averts Influenza

Mrs. G. M. writes from Southgate :—
" I developed a very bad cold a few
days ago and am sure 'ASPRO' tablets
prevented me from having influenza by
taking them every few hours."
Made by ASPRO LIMITED, Slough, Bucks

*ASPRO'
AS A GARGLE

Two 'ASPRO' tablets in
four tablespoonfuls of
water make an excellent
gargle for sore throat,
tonsillitis, and act as a
deterrent.

Obtainable from
your N.A.A.F.I.
CANTEEN

BEECHAM'S PILLS
Make them your
Qolden Rule of Health
Obtainable everywhere

————.TTRI JLI"J'AITTRAM
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DEATH ON ACTIVE SERVICE.

Prentice.—On January 15tk, 1948, suddenly,
in Military Hospital, Colchester, Captain
Thomas Prentice, M.C., 9th Battalion, The
Buffs.

Future Events.
4th Battalion Dance, 17th March, 8 p.m.,
Drill Hall. (In aid of War Memorial Fund).
Tickets, price 7/6, on application to
Adjutant, 4th Battalion, The Buffs, Drill
Hall, St. Peter 's Lane, Canterbury.
Dragon Club Dinner, Wednesday, 30th
June, United Service Club.
Canterbury Cricket Week, Saturday,
July 31st, to Friday, August 6th.
Remembrance Sunday, August 8th.

ReUnion.
6th (S) Battalion, The Buffs, 191418.
A REUNION Dinner of the above Battalion
will be held at the Talbot Restaurant,
London Wall, on Saturday, June 5thy 1948.
Tickets 11/6 each. Application to Mr. R. W.
Billings, 14 Hornfair Road, Charlton, S.E.7.
The response so far from officers and other
ranks has been encouraging. It is felt that all
members will, be anxious to be present on this
occasion in order to fulfil the pledge made to
Lord Teynham to perpetuate the event until no
longer possible.
Members are therefore asked to make a very
special effort to attend the Dinner and thus
help to ensure a successful reunion.

Regimental History Fund,
January, 1948.
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Anniversaries—Danish Flag.
|_J IS Majesty the King of Denmark's command
and permission received through the Danish
Ambassador is that the Danish Flag will be
flown by battalions of The Buffs, in barracks
wherever stationed, and the Depot'at Canter
bury, on the following two days :—
His Majesty's Birthday—March 11th.
His Majesty's appointment as Colonelin
Chief—December 23rd,

The Buffs Officers' War Memorial
Fund, 193945.
Educational Section.
REGULATIONS.

1. To be eligible a child must be—
(a) A British subject
(b) The son or daughter of an officer of
The Buffs who served in that Regi
ment as ah officer during the period
of the World War, 193945 (which
period shall be interpreted as
meaning from the 3rd day of
September, 1939, to the 15th day of
August, 1946).
2. A candidate will be considered at the
Meeting of the . Regimental Committee
which is nearest the candidate's twelfth
birthday.
These meetings are held in April annually.
3. Candidates may be required to come for an
interview.
4. Any grant made will be subject to annual
review.
5. All applications for the year 1948 must be
made to the Hon. Secretary, Regimental
Committee, The Buffs, The Depot, Can
terbury, by April 15th.

DONATIONS

Mr. J. H. Cornwall ...
Mr. A. Loader ...
Major R. W. Edmeades
Lieut. K. Beck Anderson
Colonel D. A. Wilkins...

£ s. 4.
10 0

The Royal Hospital, Chelsea.

2 2 0
2 0 0

IN the September, 1947, issue of The Dragon
*we drew attention to the fact that there
would shortly be further vacancies in the Royal
Hospital, Chelsea, for Army Pensioners and
gave the conditions attached to admission;
there was also an article on life at the Royal
Hospital/
We have since been informed that, there are
immediate vacancies for fifty pensioners and a
further fifty in six months' tiine.

2

5

0

2

0

Sandhurst Chapel Memorial Fund.
DONATIONS

Major N. G. H. Taylor
Lieut.Colonel E. S. Scott
Lieut:Colonel T. H. Spear

...
...
...

....
...
...

...
...
..

/ s.
10
10
10

d.
0
0
0

38

THE

DRAGON

It is considered that there must be a number
of eligible and deserving cases who would like
to enter the. hospital if they realised there was
the/opportunity and indeed one regiment has
discovered there are , four such cases in Iqcal
institutions and has arranged for their transfer
to the hospital. , :
The Colonel of the Regiment hopes that
branches of the Association and individuals
will take an active interest in this matter in
order to discover Whether there be Buffs
. pensioners to whom it would be an advantage
to enter the hospital.
Such: eases .should . be * reported Tdivthe
Secretary, Past and Present Association, The
Buffs; Depot The Buffs, Canterbury.

Regimental Gazette.
« :,SE'C.QND*SUPPLEI^ENT. TO THE LONDON GAZETTE

: OF TUESDAY, 13TH JANUARY, 1948, DATED
FRIDAY; 16TH JANUARY, 1948.



The Ring has been pleased to grant
unrestricted permission for the wearing
of the following decorations which have
/been conferred on the undermentioned
personnel in recognition of distinguished
services in the cause of the Allies

Tjecpratioiis Conferred by the President of
the United States of America.
Silver Star Medal.
No. 62)1707 LanceCorporal James
Alfred Masters, The Buffs (Royal East
Kent Regiment).
Legion of Merit, Degree of Officer*^
LieutenantColonel (temporary) Jairies
.George Sweetmari, M.B.E. (113570), The
Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment.)
SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE
OF TUESDAY, 20TH JANUARY, 1948, DATED
FRIDAY, 23RD JANUARY, 1948.
_ . REGULAR ARMY.
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION.
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (W.S./Lt.) Laurence

Syer Roseberry (375392) * from Gen. List,
Emerg. Commn*., to be Lt., 1st December,
1947, with seniority, 27th February, 1947. ;

REGULAR ARMY.
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS.
//?THE//BUFFS.—WtS./Lt.. C. J. R. Bower
(354042) relinquishes his commn,, J9th January,

 1948, arid is granted the hon. rank of Lt/

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF
FRIDAY, 23RD JANUARY, 1948, DATED TUESDAY,
27TH JANUARY, 1948.
REGULAR ARMY.
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS.
THE BUFFS.—19077469 Cadet Donald Thomas
Pilcber (385100) to be 2nd Lt., 15th November,
1947.
SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE
OF TUESDAY, 27TH JANUARY, 1948, DATED
FRIDAY, 30TH JANUARY, 1948.
REGULAR ARMY.
THE BUFFS.—Capt. A. C. Rawlings (64576)
to be Maj., 31st January, 1948; Capt. B. M.
Horley (64578) to be Maj.,.31st January, 1948 ;
Lt. MA. O'B. ffrenchBlake (153842) to be
Capt., 10th January, 1948.
Capt. J. N. Bax (375570) resigns his commn.,
31st January, 1948. (Substituted for the notifn.
in Gazette (Supplement) dated 9th January,
1948.)
REGULAR ARMY.
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS.
THE BUFFS.—19056850 Cadet William Gordon
George Lewis (385210) to be .2nd Lt., 6th
December, 1947.
SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE
OF TUESDAY, 3RD FERUARRY, 1948, DATED
FRIDAY, 6TH FEBRUARY, 1948.a
REGULAR ARMY.
THE BUFFS.—Maj. (W.S,/Lt.Col.) J. G.
Nicholson, C.B.E. (33734), to be Lt.Col., 2nd
October, 1947.
2nd Lt. (W.S./Lt.) Derek Arthur Willows
(366456) from Emerg. Commn. to be Lt., 7th
February, 1948, with seniority 14th July,
1946.
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF
FRIDAY, 6TH FEBRUARY, 1948, DATED TUESDAY,
10TH FEBRUARY, 1948.
REGULAR ARMY.
.THE BUFFS.—Lt. W? R. Gray, M.C. (45654),
having attained the age limit of liability to
recall, relinquishes his commn., 10th February,
1948, retaining the rank of Lt,
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The Buffs Golfing Society.
'"THERE have been two
other names and addresses has just come to
* Committee Meetings during
hand. It is, therefore, safe tb say that not far
the month. The first with short of 1,000 handbooks will go out as part of
engines throbbing at full speed
the propaganda campaign for new members.
ahead. But the second started Surely there must be exhilarating results from
with tears and dismay. Tear%
that.
for, owing to a misunder
THE ARMY GOLF MEETING
standing, the VicePresident,
Ail enthusiastic letter from Lieut.Colonel
who came in from Sandwich Eric Scott tells us that the time has already
luxuriously by car, left the arrived for us to see to it that the Regiment is
Captain,  who had gallantly 4 ft fully represented at the Army Golfing Society's
come in from Barham by 'bus, meeting to be held at Royal. St. .George's,
waiting at Twyman's corner Sandwich, during April 21st to 24th. His
for close on an hour in a instructions are being carried out. Already
tearing gale arid drenching steps have been taken to recruit 4aside teams
rain ! Dismay, for no sooner' had we started
both for the InterUnit Championship (serving
when a spanner appeared in the works which
regular officers) and the Argyll and Sutherland
threatened a tinkle from the bridge denoting Cup
(retired regular officers)* In thismimection
"Full Speed Astern". The Society, however, is
we
are
full of hope for Lieut.Colonel Connolly
a pretty good hand at dealing with spanners, is confident
that he can put paid to all transport
and after a series of exciting telephone messages and accommodation
difficulties, with the
we were back to/'Full Speed Ahead" with the exception of the provision
of towels, sheets,
following results.
soap, and a toothbrush, all of which ?those
staying at the Depot will have to bring for
REVISED LIST OF MEMBERS
themselves.
/ v
;
Thanks to the generous cooperation of the
Depot the 251 circular letters to members were * How encouraging all of this is, for a glance
despatched. on January 29th. The response at our membership tells us that if only the best
has been magnificent, though there are still amongst us can turn out, there is a reasonable
hope of the Regiment lifting >bpth trophies.
some defaulters, whom we urge to hurry as it
is hoped to pass the final list to the printers. And, in addition, there is the added chance of
either Noel Reeves or Eric Scott getting away
. on March 1st.
with the individual championship.
HANDICAPS
In addition a further circular letter has been
sent to all playing members not only asking
for their present handicap, but also what they
think it ought to be ! What other golf club or
society does that ? But we are a generous and
lighthearted society. Furthermore, our rabbits,
of whom we have so many, and of whom we
want so many more, are always in our thoughts.

They, at all costs, must have a chance.
HANDBOOK

With the exception of the revised list of
members, the whole of the Handbook brought
uptodate is now in the printer's hands. If
all goes well despatch should take place about
the middle of March.
POTENTIAL MEMBERS

The Society is indebted to Major Edmeades
for preparing an index card for the 300 and
niore Regular and Emergency Commission
Officers in the Depot box. Some 250 more cards
have already been prepared from information
received from other sources. And a long list of

Here our thoughts fly back to the past.
In 1934 the Regiment won the InterUnit
Championship at St. Andrew's. In 1931 our
gallant retired officers were only beaten by a
few holes in the final of the "dugout" by The
Black Watch, having reached that exalted
position owing to the total team entry being
exactly two ! And finally, Noel Reeves was
Army Champion both in 1931, and again in
1932 after a triple tie with Eric Scott and
C. F. G. Bond of the Wiltshire Regiment.
If only we can repeat some of this stuff in 1948
what a feather it will be in our caps, and how
great the encouragement to the revival of the
B.G.S. will be.
A MATCH AND AN S.O.S.
First the match. The Royal West Kent
Regiment has challenged us to, a match at
Littlestone on April 18th. If all goes well,
and if needs be, accommodation an<jL transport
will be available at the Depot. Those wishing
to play are invited to notify LieutvColonel J.
Crookenden, Barham, neat Canterbury/ '

, /
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Next the S.O.S. To enable the Society's
Album to be brought uptodate—and how
important this is—a copy of the 1946 August
Dragon is essential. Will anyone able to supply
this please post it to Lieut.Colonel J.
Crookenden, address as above ?
NEW MEMBERS

Here are the names of those whom we have
been glad to welcome during.the past month
,
Major H. B. Shorter.
Captain L. F. Parratt.

say: "Give me a train for,a long journey.
I can read and sleep in a train". But since this
last journey I have been converted to the coach.
Of course it takes longer and I can neither read
nor sleep in it, but, apart from, cost, there are
other compensations. First of these is the
opportunity .to look at one's country; not
from the low. level of a motor car, but from the
o higher level .of the well upholstered seat of a
Crossville Coach, Next, while the railways
usually skirt towns and villages the coach takes
one through them.

To the North.
So at 9 a.m. one morning last week I took
my booked seat in the Liverpool Coach * at
Victoria Coach Station and settled down to
look at England. It was a more than ordinary
dismal January morning and the Western
suburbs looked as gloomy as they can. But
Round and About
within an hour we were moving steadily out
into, open country. After Uxbridge we passed
By The Tramp.
through High Wycombe, a sprawling industrial
London Oasis.
town where they make furniture chiefly. Most
of the place is grimy and hideous, but its core
A PREMATURE touch of Spring in the air is good Eighteenth Century with a fine group
led me to indulge a tendency to nostalgic . of buildings including a delectable Market Hall.
sentiment the other day* I took a 'bus to Kew
After leaving Wycombe we climbed on to the
Bridge . to see how Strand on the Green looked
tableland of the Chiltems and had our first
after oyer twenty years. In the too . dim past stop for "elevenses" at a wayside inn. Our
I lived there for a short time and enjoyed the
maidenauntie licensing laws prevented in
villagelike atmosphere of this unique riverside
dulgence in a glass of what passes for beer in
settlement.
these days so we had coffee and sandwiches
. From the main Kew Bridge to the iron railway instead. This inn 'is one of the regular "ports
of call" on the route and a good trade they
bridge on the Middlesex side of the Thames is a
muist do with a long succession of North and
row of eighteenth century houses and cottages,
including that in which Zoffany the R.A. once Southbound coaches. After ten minutes we
lived. Mercifully the Luftwaffe did little were on the road again dropping down, from the
damage to this reminder of what London was Chiltems through Stokenchurch on to the
in the gracious Georgian days and such renova1 levels that lie between there and Oxford. It is
tions a$ have been necessary have been carrieil always a source of excitement to me to arrive
out with encouraging taste and discretion. As at Oxford and our route lay through Heading
ton, a far pleasanter approach to the city than
late as the 90s. of last century a fishing fleet
that which passes through Cowley, and the
was based, on Strand on the Green and their
hives of Nuffield industry.
boats sailed down to the mouth of the Thames
on their lawful occasions. In these days of
Oxford.
architectural horror it is a relief to look upon
the sort of places our ancestors designed for
Magdalen Bridge never varies in its dignity
human habitation. May they long be preserved. nor does the glorious "High". We turned off
up Holywell, past Trinity and Balliol and The
Posting through England. *
Ashmolean to Gloucester Green Coach Station
I have just returned from a long journey by
which is a sorry place. Here in railed enclosures
road through ten counties and as many cities humans wait like patient cattle for their 'buses.
of England. It was primarily .a business trip
We were soon away on to the Woodstock Road.
and I used the long distance motor coach as a
Of Blenheim Palace there is no sight from the
means of transport. This was chiefly because road,' but the great Park revived memories of
the railways of which I have lately become a
days long ago. I remembered that within these
part owner charge nearly double for the privilege grounds F. E. Smith, one of the greatest
<if travel. In the normal way I used always to
orators of our time, addressed a colossal
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gathering of eager conservatives when National
isation was unknown to anyone save perhaps
the Fabians and a few others. It was here also
that the great Curzon of Kedlestbn used to
dine, according to the irreverent rhyme of
those days, once a week as a Balliol under
graduate. These reveries were curtailed by the
approach of Strat fordonAvon, where we were
to stop for lunch.
No Beer at Stratford.
Stratford is, of course, Shakespeare, a fact
that is fully appreciated by all who use the
association with the Bard of Avon, for business
. purposes. The river was in flood and one
caught a brief glimpse of the Memorial. Theatre
which is architecturally adventurous and,
I suppose, eminently suited to its/purpose.
Rain was falling dismally as we drew up in the
yard of an inn for lunch. The meal was adequate
and not unduly expensive, but not one drop of
beer was procurable. The bar was shut all day
for lack of beer. This in the town where the
firm of Flowers brew ale. To what dreary
depths of austerity we have sunk. A forty
minutes halt at Stratford and then on again.
Even in the almost continuous deluge the
Warwickshire landscape looked enticing.
Warwick, Kenilworth and Birmingham.
We did not stop at Warwick, but saw enough
of its main street, including the famous Leicester
"Hospital" to vow a return for a more leisurely
look at it. We passed Kenilworth Castle and
saw .that some restoration work was iii progress.
Birmingham was skirted. We touched  only
its suburbs. We cut into Staffordshire, but
saw little or nothing of the Black Country.
The only evidence of the Production Drive was
near Cannock where one or two small coal
mines appeared to be hard at work.
Dusk was falling as we entered Shropshire
and we had a wonderful glimpse of the Wrekin
standing up starkly against a magnificent, if
stormy, sunset with the Welsh mountains
dimly beyond.
Our way led through several untenanted
aerodromes whose great lonely runways shone
in the evening light after a heavy downpour of
rain.
At Whitchurch we descended for tea in an
hotel where mock baronial decoration had run
wild, . but where the fare provided was
satisfactory.
So onwards in the gathering darkness through
Chester with enough light left to see the beautiful
mediaeval streets with their carved timbered
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arcades and galleries. After this we saw little
as we sped through the Wirral peninsula towards
Birkenhead, which was reached very punctually
at 7 p.m.
*
The Merits of Coaching.
It was a thoroughly enjoyable journey and
surprisingly devoid of fatigue. There was
always something to look at and the driver was
a master of his craft. He maintained a steady
pace and gave us no anxiety. We took particular
care to compliment him when we finally
* "debussed". The skill and judgment shown
by these drivers are worthy of record. The
return journey must wait for a later issue of
The Dragon. This account has grown nearly
as lengthy as the road we travelled.

The First Verbal
Operation Instruction of the War,
1939/45.
*
IN the middle of July, 1939, the Arab rebellion
Palestine having subsided, the 1st Battalion,
The Buffs, stationed at Sarafand, Palestine,
received orders to move to Egypt at very
short notice. Accordingly the Battalion en
trained at Lydda Junction ,at approximately
0800 hours on 19th July. On arrival at Kantara,
a staff car was awaiting the train at the station,
and a sealed envelope was handed to O.C. 1st
Buffs. The gist of the letter it contained was :
"Hand over your battalion to the Secondin
Command, and proceed by this car to Ismailia
to interview the G.O.C. The troop train will
b& stopped at Ismailia, and you will join it
after having been briefed by the G.O.C." O.C.
1st Buffs arrived at Ismailia' just as it was
getting dark and was driven up a long drive to
a house. He was wearing full equipment, pith
helmet, steel helmet slung over shoulder, gas
respirator, haversack, water bottle, binoculars,
revolver, compasses, etc., and reflected to
himseff that he only needed a white beard to
resemble Father Christmas. Attired thus he
was shown into a brightly lighted dining room,
where, seated at the dining table were two
gentlemen in dinner jackets and a lady. It wds
tfie G.O.C. and the Brigadier commanding the
local defences and his wife.
The following conversation then ensued :—
G.O.C,—"How are you? Last time we met
was on the Greenjackets' cricket ground in
1925." (He has a most retentive memory.)
O.C. 1ST BUFFS.—"Yes, Sir."
1in
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G.O.C.—"Well, sit down and have a glass of
O.C. 1ST BUFFS.—"Oh !"
p6rt."
G.O.C.—"There are one or two other things
I would like to warn you about. We have
The lady who had obviously been instructed
information that the Italians have been
previously here made her excuses and left the
practising spraying gas from aircraft. They go
room.
about 10 miles up wind and release it, and it
G.O.C.—"We haven't got very long before
arrives without any warning. So take gas
your train is due in, but I want to tell you
attack into consideration in your plan. Also,
your battalion is for Mersa Matruh. On arrival
they are quite strong in the air, so you must
there you will assume command pf all troops
have your defences dispersed. And'don't forget
in the place. In addition to your battalion
to have antitank defence, as they are sure to
you will have a company of Coldstream Guards,
deliver an armoured attack. Now is that all
a company of 5th Fusiliers (machine gunners),
clear ? Your train will be along any minute
a troop of 31 Field Regiment, R.A., a squadron
now."
*
of 8th Hussars (mechanized) and a brigade ofC j T '

.
)r
Egyptian Army machine gunners. I want y6U ' 5 O.C. 1ST BUFFS.—"There are one or two
questions I should like to ask first, General.
to supervise the construction of the Matruh
w' About this gas spray you mentioned, we have
defences."
only got respirators which cover the face.
O.C. 1ST BUFFS.—"What is the extent of
Our
arms and knees are bare, this being the
those defences ? "
.hottest time of the year. Is it possible to get
G.O:C.—"The outer perimeter is about 14
capes to cover everything?"
miles."
G.O.C.—"Well, you may have read in the
N.B.—This task in itself was a magnum opus.
Press about that ship which caught fire
G.0.C.—"I also wish the country between* mysteriously off Cape Ushant and sank last
Matruh and the frontier at Solium thoroughly, week. That contained all the gas capes for the
Middle East, and I am afraid we shall not get
reconnoitred, so that everyone down to platoon
any
more for two or three months."
commander is absolutely familiar with it. Oh,
and you might reconnoitre back to Marten
O.C. 1ST BUFFS.—"I see."
Baqqush as well in case we have to withdraw.
G.O.C.—"Have another glass of port."
Also go And have a look at Siwa."
^
O.C. 1ST BUFFS.—"Could you make it
N.B.—The total extent of country to be brandy?"

reconnoitred was, in geographical extent, about
G.O.C.—"You hear that whistle? I think
the size of Ireland—magnum opus No. 2. 
that must be your train."
G.O.C.—"Have another glass of port."
OX. 1ST BUFFS.—"I have still one or two
O.C. 1ST BUFFS.—"Thank you very much,
questions I want to ask. Regarding this air
sir."
attack, have we got any fighters, searchlights,
G.O.C.—"You probably already know the or AckAck at Matruh ?"
situation in Europe is very delicate, and there
G.O.C.—"There are six Lysanders on Matruh
may be war at any moment. We know the landing ground. I am afraid you won't get
Italians have two armoured and three infantry
any searchlights, and for AckAck you will
divisions the other side of the frontier. Your
have to rely on small arms fire. Well, there, is
task, if they attack, is to delay them for four
your train."
days until the Cairo troops can come up."
^
O.C. 1ST BUFFS.—"Just one more question,
O.C. 1ST BUFFS.—"As my force at Matruh
Sir. Are we getting any antitank guns to deal
is so small, , it sounds a very difficult matter to with the expected armoured attack ?"
hold them for four days if their attack develops
G.O.C.—"As a matter of fact there are some
in any strength. Would it not be better if
old Turkish 4pounders manned by Egyptians.
reinforcements friom Cairo came into position
Well, goodbye. Best of luck. I shall be coming
now, while the going is good ?"
?put to visit you before long."
G.O.C.—"I quite agree with you, it would, ^
EPILOGUE .
but there is this appeasement policy, and we
are not to make any move that could be con
In January, 1943, the Commander of 91 Sub
strued as an overt act of war which would give
Area with H.Q. at Mersa Matruh went to
the enemy an excuse to attack. So I am afraid
inspect a P.W. Camp. The O.C. Camp during
you will have to make .the best of it."
the tour of inspection pointed with pride to a

THE

DRAGON

43

BUT NOT MY HAPPIEST
<
considerable quantity of trench stores neatly
*
\
'  .  
'"
stacked in the compound—pickets, coils ?of
But why unhappy ? The ahSwfer is because
barbed wire, sheets of corrugated iron, pit
of the mess I made of it. In the first place,
props, duck boards, etc. Said he : "That is as I alighted from my jaunting car at the mesSj
the salvage for the past 48 hours, Sir."
I was met by my ColourSergeant, that stout
COMMANDER 91 SUBAREA.—"And from
hearted and lovable Buff, the late Captain A.
which particular trench system did you obtain
Barton, of Gillingham, and ordered to play
all that?"
soccer for the company that afternoon, a game
I had never played before in my life. I did ;
O.C. CAMP (Pointing).^"From that, ridge
and still suffering from the aftermath of the
over there."
seasickness of my nightmare crossing, I paid
COMMANDER 91 SUBAREA.—"What, you
many more visits to the, touchline than I did
mean the positions marked on the plan as , to the enemy's goal mouth. Later came the
;
'Piltdown' and 'Arundel?"
problem of pulling on my mess Wellingtons,
O.C. CAMP.—"Yes, Sir."
also for the first time in my life. They were
too small. I tried and tried in vain. The
COMMANDER 91 $UBAREA.—"Do you know
thought of being late for mess on my first
what you have done ?"
night terrified me. Then Henshaw, the late
O.C. CAMP.—"Nothing wrong, J hope, Sir."
Jim Ronald's batman, came to my rescue.
COMMANDER 9T SUBAREA.—"No, but you
Together we succeeded, and I ultimately
have only uprooted from the ground in 48 arrived in the nick of time sweating from every
hours what it took the 1st Battalion, The
pore,, and still very sick both in body and mindv
Buffs, 197,000 man. hours to put into the
Then the disaster—a buzz in my head, my
ground over three years ago !"
soup
heaving even more mightily than the
D.A.W.
angry seas of the night before, and my weary
and defeated self down and out in a dead faint.
But how kind they all were. A double brandy
to bring me round—the first time, incidentally,
MY LUCKIEST DAY
I had ever tasted, leave alone paid for, brandy,
[Y luckiest day was, of course, September in my life, as I discovered later it was charged
7th, 1897, when I joined the 2nd Battalion' up in my mess bill. Finally the climax, for no
at Kilkenny, but it was by . np means my sooner had life been restored when the following
happiest as will be explained later. And my ominous words fr.om Gussie Geddes, the then
reason for recalling this is the chance meeting Adjutant, fell upon my ears : "Do you often
do this ?"
of a young Staff College officer deeply angered
at finding no carpet in his bedroom, and
And so ended my luckiest day, and so also
because of Mr. Shinwell's disturbance of mind
began the happiest sixteen years of my some
over the inadequacies of the existent officers'
what topsyturvy life.
quarters. But what of the officer's quarters
fifty years ago? Four walls, a poker and
AND MY LAST
tongs, and that was all. The rest we had to
provide for ourselves and here is what it con
It was exactly sixteen years later, in Septem
sisted of. A folding armchair: a chest of
ber, 1913, that I passed into civil life with a
drawers, with the upper portion, if one was straw boater which might so easily have been ,
' blessed with a generous parent, fitted up as a a bowler hat, for, born without the beginnings
writing bureau; and a bath. For in those days of a bump of locality, I had, for the past two
bathrooms were as far away distant as bedside
years, been feeling a little uncomfortable iii the
lamps! "But what about a table ?" some will highly responsible post as an instructor 4n
ask. Well, that brings us back to the bath. Tactics at the R.M.C., Sandhurst, instead of
For here was a contraption to bring a song to . Military Law, the more cosy and less argument
Mr. Gaitskell's heart, in that it consisted of
ative subject for which I had hoped. Mercifully,
nothing more nor less than a wooden tub,
however, I had succeeded the late Bill Trevor,
the lid of which provided the table top,
who handed over to me all his lectures, schemes,
and into which was packed, when travelling,
and his copy of Field Regulations with all the
the table leg and a portable washhand basin
points that needed stressing most doubly under/
complete with enamelled basin. Here my lined. This, of course, enabled me to be quite
memory fades, as I cannot recall with certainty
brilliant in the classroom, but it did not stop
whether a smaller enamelled vessel was included
me, alas, from facing in the wrong direction far
or not 1
Continued on page 52.
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The Past and Present Association.
Life Members.

Buffs War Memorial Fund.

JANUARY 1ST—31ST, 1948.

DONATIONS.

Medway Branch.—Jplackett, D. R.
Sittingbourne Branch.—H61ton,. J. A., Slarks, B. W.
H Q. Roll.—Meetings, L, A., Ventiroso, A. J., Major.
Annual Menibers.
JANUARY 1ST—31ST, 1948.
Ashford Branch.—Knight, F. H.
London Branch.^Redgrave, A. E.
Ramsgaje .Branch.—Lpngley, H. W.
Brighton Branch.—Gumbrell, D. E.
H.Q. Roll.—Cantwell, J.

Total to date

£ s. d.
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....  : ...
...
...
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...

...

...
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...
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0
0

£

s. d.
4 0'
o: 0o
5 0 0
3 0 0
5 0 0
5 2 2
1 17 6
5 0 9
0
5 0 0
'5 10 0
4 0 0
4 0 0
5 0 0
2 3 10
3 11 7
5 0 0
5 0 0
5 0 0

World W$r Charitable Fund.
GRANTS.

Jan.

1.
1.
2.

4.

11.

16.

16.

Jan.

22,
1.

2.

7.
7.
7.
7.
9.
15.
16*

21.
26.

....

£

100
2
1

2

d.

0
0
0
0
0

£2/142 8 8

'MINUTES of the 139th Meeting of the Regimental
Committee, The Buffs, held at Canterbury on Saturday,
January 24th, 1948.

10. 0
.
2

L
2; *
16v
. 17; 
. 117.
7
Jan. L
1.
1.
2.
7.
7.
7.
15.
16.
22.
26.
28.
28.
30.

1st Battalion, The Buffs
Mr. A. W. Millman ...
...
Ashford Branch Ladies' Guild
Captain A. E. Brittain .
Herne Bay SubBranch, P.P.A.

£ s. d.
2 0 0
2 0 0

3 0
3 .0
5 0

0
0
0

5
3
3

0
0
0

2 10 0
0
0
0

2 0 0

2 8 0
3 10 9
.4 0 0

5 0 0

2 10
5 0

0
0

2 10
3 0

0
0

2 0 0

.
Present : »
Lieut.Colonel G. R. Howe (Chairman).
Lieut.Colonel J. F. Connolly, D.S.O. (Vicechairman).
Brigadier J. F. Whitacre. Allen, M.C.
Colonel D. J. Dean, Y.C., T.D.
Lieut.Colonel G. E. F. Oliver, D.S.O.
Major P. Lewis.
Major R. W. Edmeades.
Major A. J. Peareth (Hon. Secretary).
176. The Minutes of the 138th Meeting were read and
confirmed.
„
177. DRAGON CLUB.—The Secretary reported that the
necessary agreement with the United Service
Club concerning the dinner and tea party had
been signed. The charges to individuals were
agreed at: Tea 5/, Dinner 37/6.
178. OFFICERS' REUNION .—Lieut.Colonel J. R. P.
*
Williams has formed his subcommittee and has
written a letter to each member.'
179. BOOK OF; LIFE, 193945.—Minute. 170 was referred
to.
In view of the remarks of the Colonel of the
Regiment it was agreed that the names of those
on the War Office List only be included in the
Book of Life, but that a supplementary book be
instituted, the pages of which will not be. turned
daily, in. which will be recorded the names of
those late of . The Buffs who fell in the World
War 193945 when serving with other units,
the designation of the unit also being given.
This will cause additional, expense towards which
the nextofkin will be requested to contribute.
Steps will be taken to have .displayed on the
railing of the Warriors' Chapel the names of
personnel of The Buffs which are to go in the
Book of Lif.e, together with a letter from the
Colonel of the Regiment and a notice reference
the supplementary book.
180. CANTERBURY CRICKET WEEK CLUB.—Lieut.
Colonel G. E. F. Oliver reported progress.
181. RANGOON CATHEDRAL WAIF MEMORIAL.—The
. Secretary reported that he had written to the
Bishop of Rangoon stating that a plaque
bearing the regimental crest would be provided
but that a donation to the Memorial must await
future events in Burma.
182. MEMORIALS, BRITISH CHURCHES IN INDIA.—It was
agreed that as cases of memorials become
known they be dealt with on their merits by a
subcommittee.
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183. HISTORICAL RECORDS—191945 HISTORIAN.—The

Hon. . Secretary was empowered to discuss
the matter with Colonel C. R. B. Knight.
1.84. REGIMENTAL CHRISTMAS CARD.—It was agreed
that there should be a regimental as well as a
battalion or depot card. Lieut.Colonel G. R.
Howe stated jthat he would make enquiries
about the design of the regimental card.
185. THE BUFFS OFFICERS' WAR MEMORIAL FUND,

193945.—The following resolution was passed :
"That the United Services Trustee be and hereby
is requested to arrange for the interest on
investments held by the United Services Trustee
as custodian Trustee for The Buffs Officers'
War Memorial Fund, 193945, to be paid in
future to:—Lloyds Banks, Ltd., 50 High
Street, Canterbury, Kent, for the credit of:
The Buffs Officers' War Memorial Fund, 193945.

186. THE BUFFS OFFICERS' WAR MEMORIAL FUND,
193945. APPLICATIONS FOR ASSISTANCE THERE
FROM— EDUCATIONAL. The Committee ap

proved of the application form and. regulations
and recommends that applications be called for
in the February number of The Dragon.
187. NEXT MEETING.—Saturday, May 1st, 1948.
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1.320. APPLICATION FOR DONATIONS^GORDON BOYS'
ScH0bL.—Application not approved.
1.321. PENSIONS.—The pension list for the year 1948.
was approved, similarly the quarterly grants
to InPensioners, Royal Hospital, Chelsea.
1.322. REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY—AUGUST 8TH.—The
' name of a preacher was selected for approval
of the Colonel of the Regiment.
1.323. CANTERBURY BRANCH.—The Secretary of the
Sports and Social Club, St. Mildred's Tannery,
Canterbury, has made application for the use
_ of a pitch for Bat and Trap and of a room
for dart matches. The Committee of the
Canterbury Branch refers the matter to the
Executive Committee for guidance:
The Executive Committee is of opinion that it is
not desirable to grant the use of club premises
to a civilian club which creates a precedent
and also may conflict with thelicencing laws.
1.324. DATE OF NEXT MEETING.—Saturday, May 1st,
1948.

*

MINUTES of the 140th Meeting of the. Executive
Committee, Past and Present Association, The Buffs,
' held at Canterbury on Saturday, January 24th, 1948.

Present : '
Lieut.Colonel G. R. Howe (Chairman).
Lieut.Coloriel J. F. Connolly, D.S.O. (ViceChairman).
Brigadier J. F. Whitacre Allen, M.C.
Colonel D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D.
Lieut.Colonel G. E. F. Oliver, D.S.O.
Major P. Lewis.
Major R. W. Edmeades.
Lieut.Colonel J. Crookenden, D.S.O.
Major A. J. H. Taylor.
Major A. J. Peareth (Secretary).
.
1,318.. The MINUTES of the 139th Meeting were read'
and confirmed.
Miri. 1,315. Denmark Branch.—The Secretary
reported that he had heard from
Captain Iversen, Chairman of the
Danish Branch, that he would, in
due course, put forward sugges
tions as to a grant for Benevolent
*
' work.
1,319. DONATIONS TO CHARITIES.—It was explained
that it is now desirable that these donations
be centralised and paid through the Past andr
Present Association. Donations made by the
2nd Battalion have already been made for
1948.
The following is the list and amounts agreed to :—
£ s. d.
N.A.E.S.S.A. ...
...
11 0
Beachcroft Towse ExService Fund...
.... 3 0 0
Royal Cambridge Home—Soldiers' Widows 5 5 0
Royal Soldiers'Daughters'Home ...
... 10 10 0
Union Jack Club
...
...
10 10 0
Officers' Endowment, Corps of Commissionaires 2 0 0
Royal Military Benevolent Fund
...
5 6 0
Royal School, Daughters', Officers' Army ... 5 5 0
Inc. S.S. & A. Help Society ...
...
... 5 5 0
Royal Albert School, Camberley ...
... 5 5 0
Shaftesbury Homes ...
...
...
...
2 2 0
S.S. & A.F.A. ....
...
...
...
... 5 5 0
Family Welfare Association .r. * ...
... 5 5 o

Ashford Branch
K

LADIES' GUILD 

The monthly meeting of the Ashford Ladies'
Guild was held in the Drill Hall on Wednesday,
January 14th, with Mrs. King in the Chair.
' The minutes of the last meeting were read
and signed. Members were pleased to hear
that Mrs. Hogwood had now left Maidstone
Hospital, although she still has to attend for
treatment. Best wishes go out to her and
Mrs. Hopkins for a speedy recovery.
During the meeting the new Ladies' Guild
badge was discussed. All members were in
favour of the design.
A bottle of plums and a calendar realised
three shillings for the Guild funds.
After an enjoyable cup of tea the meeting
closed.
E P.
Ashford Branch.
LADIES' GUILD.

A meeting of the Ladies' Guild was held in
the Drill Hall on February 11th at 3 p.m., with
Mrs. King in the Chair.
The minutes of the last meeting were' read
and signed.
Further good news was received of the
health of both Mrs. Hogwood and Mrs. Hopkins;
and we all hope this improvement will continue.
Great amusement was caused by pinning the
tail on a donkey, whilst blindfolded. Mrs.
Manktelow was the most successful member
each time, and so received the sinall prize
kindly given by the Chairman.
E.P.
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London Branch
Mr. Cotton suggested than an official letter
be
sent to Captain E. Carter who is very ill.
A meeting of the London Branch was held
NEW MEMBERS.—Captain A E. Brittain,
at the* Prince Alfred, Tufton Street, West
Mr. Milford, Mr. R. J. Collins and Captain
minster, S.W.I, on Saturday, 17th January,
with ViceChairman Captain G. J. Emery im A. E. Buxton attended for the first time and
were welcomed into. the ^Branch by the
the Chair.
Chairman.
We were pleased to have with us Mr. A. E.
There being no further business, the meeting
Grant, Colonel H. Fine, Captain Hopps, Mr,
was closed.
J. C. Neale Dalton, Major J. E. Enright and
Major Verlander.
MINUTES.—The Minutes of the last Meeting
Our Committee Meeting was held on 14th
were read, passed and signed.
January at No. 8 Queen Anne's Gate, West
minster> S.W.I, where Mr. J. Redmari provides
The Secretary read and correspondence.
o; |ius with a very comfortable office each month.
It was proposed by Major Enright and
Colonel J. R. P. Williams occupied the Chair
seconded by Mr. Goss that arrangements be and
was supported by Captain G. J. Emery,
made for members to pay their coach fares to
Mr.
R. J. Collins, Mr. R. Billings and the
Canterbury in August, by instalments. Mr. Secretary.
VicePresidents Maj or J. E. Enright
Collins announced that arrangements would be and Mr. J. C.
Neale Dalton also attended.
made for coaches to leave Canterbury at 6 p.m,
The minutes of the last Meeting were read,
and 8.30 p.m.* respectively to enable some
passed and signed.
members to make transport connections in
London arid others to stay another hour with ^ It was proposed by Captain G. J. Emery
friends in Canterbury.
and seconded by Mr. Billings that the number
of Dragons purchased per month be reduced
It was proposed by Mr. Clayton and seconded
from
66 to 46 owing to lack of support.
by Mr. Goss that the Secretary and Assistant
o The Committee agreed that the Branch
Secretary receive the sum of £6 for services
Newsletter be published in a shortened form.
rendered to the Branch in the past year and for
the Secretary to receive £12 per annum in the
Mr. Collins decided on the 25th April as the
future; the year to commence in January.
date of our return visit to the Folkestone
Branch if it met with their approval.
The election of Branch officers for the ensuing
twelve months was then announced, and Mr.
The question of an Honorarium to the
Neale Dalton, as senior VicePresident, took the
Secretary and Assistant Secretary for past
Chair and conducted the proceedings, assisted services and for the Secretary for future services
by Mr. Goss and Mr. A. E. Grant.
was raised by Colonel Williams and it was
decided that the master be placed before the
Thexesult of the ballot was as follows :—
Annual General Meeting on 17th January.
Branch President: Colonel J. R. P. Williams.'
;* Colonel Williams thanked the Committee for
Chairman :
Colonel H. Fine.
their loyal support during his term of office as
ViceChairman ;
Captain G. J. Emery.
President and Chairman of the London Branch.
SecretaryTreasurer: Mr. E. Gould.
Assistant Secretary
Mr. Billings thanked the President for the
Treasurer :
Mr. R. J. Collins.
sentiments expressed.
Committee. Members : Messrs. Hawkins, Billings,
Captain Emery asked the Colonel if he would
Tong and Beard.
consider th\3 possibility of being reelected as
Branch Auditors
Mr. E. Tong and Mr.
President.
Clayton.
There being no further business, the meeting
The bun penny collection realised the sum of
closed.
£2 2s. Od.
A vote of thanks to Colonel Williams for
HERE AND THERE
occupying the posts of Branch President and 4 IB
Chairman during the past year was proposed by
Sailor Cooper managed to take a few hours
Mr. Field and seconded by Mr. Haslett.
off from his liontaming duties to attend two
meetings.
Mr, Hawkins proposed and Mr. Haslett
C.S.M. "Cabby" Saunders and Joe Goss are
seconded a vote of thanks to Major Enright
becoming very active at our monthly meetings.
and the retiring Committee.
-

*-

/
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Enright is able to give us a lot of
advice from his seat in the "Bears' den".
Captain "Birdie" Hopps again held the fort
above on the first Wednesday in January.
The first Wednesday monthly meeting has
been cancelled.
We are sorry to lose R.S.M. J. Bell and Jock
Clayton from our Committee, but we have
gained an old stager in Ernie Tong.
We have to thank Mr. Hudd for an offer of
employment at the Tate Gallery for five
members of the London Branch and Captain
Emery for employing one.
C. H. Travers, 1st Battalion, lives at 71
Swaby Road, Wandsworth, S.W.18. Does
anyone reihember him ?
Best wishes to old friends from T. B. Potter,
1st Battalion, Captain Pitkin.
R. A. Williamson, "B" Squadron, 141st, who
resides at 96 Kidgate, Louth, Lincolnshire,
would like to get in touch with the organiser
of their dinners. 
We hope Mr. Love is out of hospital.
'
Where is G. A. Dillistone of the l/4th and
l/5th ? We have missed you, George.
Mr. Hawkins, one of our new Committee,
was on the long P.o.W. march from Poland
into Germany.
We hope to visit some of the other Branches
soon.
Best wishes from the London Branch to all
others.
E.C.W.G.

London Branch.
LADIES' GUILD.

There was a fine gathering of members at the
Prince Alfred on Saturday, 7th February last,
with Mrs. Spinner in the Chair.
MINUTES.—The Minutes of the last Meeting
were read by the Secretary, Mrs. Lamb, and
passed. There were no questions arising out of
the Minutes.
REGRETS.—The following members sent
regrets: Mrs. Keown, Mrs. Guy Lee, Mrs.
Enright, Mrs. Vaughan, Mrs. Hickey and Mrs.
Harris. The last four ladies, unfortunately,
are on the sick list and we wish them a speedy
return to health.
THANKS.—Mrs. Spinner stated that she had
a request from Mrs. Carter asking her to thank
all members for their sympathetic enquiries
respecting her husband's illness. .

47

OBITUARY.—It was with much sorrow we
heard of the death in the Royal Cambridge
Home of Mrs. Perry and our sympathy goes
out to her family.
~
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY—The Chairman
announced that Mr. Collins, the Assistant
Secretary of the London Branch, had arranged
for two coaches to proceed to Canterbury and
back on Sunday, August 8th. Fare 14/6 return.
Members wishing seats to pay a deposit and
state whether they wish to return by the early
coach leaving Canterbury at 6 p.m.
WHIST DRIVE.—A Whist Drive was held
J after the meeting and the prize winners were
Mrs, Cobb and Mr. Collins. Our thanks to Sirs.
Odell and Mrs. Spinner for kindly. presenting
.the prizes. Mrs. Cobb offered her prize for
raffle, which realised 9/ for the funds.
RAFFLES.—A very beautiful iced sponge
cake was presented by Mrs. Hawkins and won
by Miss Evans, who cut it up and gave all
present a piece—we had to wish. It realised
£1 Is. lOd. A 2lb. carton containing something,
these days very useful, was presented by Mrs.
Odell and won by Mrs. Cotton after realising
9/3.
We are all very grateful to the donors.
D.E.S.

Medway Branch
At our January Meeting, held as usual at
the Brickmaker's Arms, Gillingham, we had
the pleasure and honour of the presence of
Major Peareth.
There was a goodly gathering when the
minutes of the December Meeting were read,
passed, seconded and signed as correct. In the
Chair was Mr. Cox, ably supported by the
ViceChairman, Hon. Treasurer and Hon.
Secretary.
It was with regret that the meeting was
informed of the death of Mr. E. Petts in the
terrible tug disaster last month. He was an
old member but his work at sea had made it
impossible for him to attend any meetings.
A short silence was observed in respect of his
death.
Easily the highlight of the meeting was a
talk by Major Peareth, and lie gave us all the
latest news of the Regiment, and of this year's
Remembrance Day at Canterbury. We are all
keenly disappointed at the prospect of there
being no baiid.
I had a letter from Harry Barnes, who must
be the Branch's oldest member. He apologised
for not coming along at all, but he is getting a
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bit shaky now. He writes a jolly fine letter
for a man over eighty years of age. He wishes
to be remembered to all old Buffs, and I'm
sure it would buck him up no end to have a
letter or two or a visit sometime.
A great welcome was given this month to a
new member to our Branch, but a very old
and wellknown member of the Association in
general, Mr. W. G. Stewart, for he was
very weilknown as Chairman of the Margate
Branch before the war, and. as he now resides
at Gillingham we all look forward to . the
pleasure of his company in the future.
Arrangements ?tre going ahead for our outing;
late in the summer, and they are in the capable
hands of Mr. Wallis arid Mr. Daw. This year
we are going to Margate and hope to call at
Canterbury on the return journey. . At the
moment a 32seater coach is being hired.
Welcome to our new recruit in the form of
Brighton Branch,  and everyone from the
Medway Branch offer their very best wishes
and best of luck to the latest addition to our
Association.
. We had a lengthy discussion on advertising
and it was found that as a result of an announce
ment on the front page of a local newspaper,
only nine members of about 25 present had
seen it. This appears proof enough that this
' sort of publicity is not sufficient. Incidentally>
only one new member responded.
I'm afraid our darts team came a cropper
againist The Brickriiaker's Arms again. We
have an excuse though, because we were not
fielding a full team. Mr. Eldridge won a small
parcel of groceries in a raffle that was quite a
success, and once again the collections were very
gratifying.
We must not be too cocky, but we feel very
confident about the Darts Tournament. How
about it, fellowBranches ?
A.P.P.

LADIES' GUILD

The Annual General Meeting was held on
Friday, 23rd inst. Business of the past year
was discussed and an account of finance was
given by Mrs. Rowlands, Treasurer, which we
are proud to say was good.
Mrs.. King Holt was again elected Chairman
and o Mrs. Barton, ViceChairman, Mrs. Row
lands, Treasurer, and Mrs.. Sellens, Hon.
Secretary* The Committee was elected en bloc.
All present voted for the new badge, everyone
saying how pleased they were about it and

asking the Secretary to order some soon. Whist
was enjoyed during the afternoon, Mrs. Valpy
being M.C*
Mrs. Sellens presented the prizes before the
Meeting closed.
Mrs. Valpy proposed a vote of thanks to
Mrs. Holt and Mrs. Sellens for the very pleasant
evening spent by members and their husbands
at the Central Hotel on January 13th, when
a supper was held, some forty to fifty sitting
down to an excellent supper. Whist was
enjoyed during the evening and the prizes
were presented by Mrs. Medhurst, wife of
Alderman W. Medhurst. Mrs. Morgan in the
name of the Branch presented Mrs. Medhurst
with a bouquet of pink carnations. .
Mrs. Sellens proposed a vote.of thanks to
Mrs. Medhurst and Mr. and Mrs. Cox for the
lovely supper they had provided ; Mrs. Valpy
seconded.
Mrs. Medhurst said she always enjoyed
coming to the Branch for she had some very
happy times with them. To all" who helped we
say thank you.
.. M.S.
Sittingbourne Branch
A most successful Smoking Concert was
held at the Drill Hall, East Street, Sitting
bourne, on iOth January. We were very
pleased, to welcome visiting members and
their wives from the Medway and Herne Bay
Branches, and also individual members from
other Branches. Everyone appeared thoroughly
to enjoy themselves* 
Speeches were kept to a minimum. Colonel
D. J. Dean, our Chairman, welcomed the
visitors, and expressed his pleasure at seeing
such an excellent attendance. Major Peareth,
an ever welcome visitor, gave a brief account
of the work of the Association, as well as news
of the Regiment, and appealed to the younger
Buffs for greater support to the Association.
Colonel Dean read a message from the
Colonel of the Regiment, regretting his inability
. to be present, but sending his good wishes
from everyone.
Several members we had hoped to see were
prevented from attending due to "basic"
reasons. *
A very hardworking Concert Party from
London entertained us during the evening,
and their efforts were much appreciated.
The Hall had been gaily decorated for the
occasion, Bob Russell being chiefly responsible.
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An excellent buffet and bar were arranged
by Marshall Pollock, and when we say that
the beer situation was entirely satisfactory, we
consider that we cannot give better proof of
the adequacy of the arrangements.
We greatly appreciated the kindness of Mrs.
Lurcock in once again lending us her piano,«
and our thanks are due to all those who assisted
in so many ways to ensure the success of the
evening.

.
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endeavours, and looked forward to another
year of progress.
The Chairman expressed the Branch's sym
pathy with their sick members, Messrs. C.
Taylor, W. Playford and H. Setterfield,. and
hoped they would soon be well and able to
attend the meetings.
Letters of apology were read from Colonel
W. Orwin, Major N. Taylor, Captain W.
Barton and Messrs. S. Blackburn arid J. Elson.
The balance sheet was submitted by the
Ramsgate Branch
Hon. Secretary, Mr. B. E. Knott, and showed
The excitement of our Annual General a satisfactory amount in hand for the com '
Meeting has passed. I am pleased to see the mencement of the year.
members have made a wise choice in retaining
Major Taylor congratulated the Secretary
both their excellent President and efficient
on the contents of the balance sheet," saying
Chairman. With the service of these executive
that it met with every member'sapproval. It
officers at the helm our progress is assured.
was proposed by Mr. J. Johnson and seconded
We "are pleased to welcome Captain H. H. by Mr. I. Blake, and carried, that the excellent
Knight as our ViceChairman; also I am statement be accepted.
looking for bags of assistance from my new
The Chairman then proceeded with the main
Assistant Secretary, Frank Rogers.
item on the agenda, the election of officers for
I do hope" by the time these notes are
the coming year.
published Captain Carter is better. We in
The reelection of Major A. J. H. Taylor as
Rairisgate send our best wishes for a speedy
President was an unanimous choice, and was
recovery to this great Buff.
received with enthusiasm.
Another old soldier, Dusty Tom Miller, has
Major A. J. H. Taylor, responding, thanked
been queer. When he is fit this old S.A.
the members for his reelection and expressed
veteran still retains that Aldershot Command
his pleasure at the honour the Ramsgate
appearance.
*
..
Branch had accorded him.
The 6th were iii strength at the Annual
General Meeting. "Jeff", Ernie Birch, Good
He did not want it felt that his name had
bourne, Matthews, Joad, etc. Of course, the
to be considered automatically if the Branch
l/4th and youngsters of this war made a good felt that someone should have a turn as
show and comradeship was prominent.
President. Whatever the views of the members,
Major Taylor assured them of his great interest
Now for the Meeting report
and support. He was proud to be a Buff and
There was a large attendance of members of
whether as an officer or ordinary member of
the Past and Present Association, The Buffs,
the Branch his interest was assured.
Ramsgate Branch, at the Annual General
When he had attended meetings at Head
Meeting held on January 16th, at the Free
quarters, said the speaker, the 'Executive
masons!Tavern, High Street, Ramsgate.
Committee had asked him the reason for the
The Chairman, Mr E. H. Swendell,; presided, success of the Ramsgate 'Branch. The large
supported by Major A. J. H. Taylor (President),  attendances surprised other branches, said
Major H. D. Rose, Captain R. Morgan, Captain
Major Taylor, who expressed his opinion that
K. F. Speakman, Captain H. H. Knight, Captain it could be easily understood, as a true spirit
B. A. J. Divers, Lieut. W. Wotton/Sergeant of Buff comradeship always existed at Rams
Major Excell, SergeantMajor W. Jeffreys and gate. No genuinely distressed Buff would
Mr. B. E. Knott (Secretary). .
want if the Association was made aware of the
The Chairman said he was pleased to see so circumstances.
many new faces, and welcomed Mr. A. B.
The President went on t° mention his
Impett and Mr. Sayer, an exBuff and now a appreciation
of the assistance given him by
member of the Berkshire Constabulary.
their hardworking Chairman arid industrious
Mr. Swendell remarked that 1947 for the Secretary. The Branch was very fortunate in
Ramsgate Branch had been a most successful, having such good officers and Comriiritee menr
period. He was pleased with , the year's a remark which was greeted by applause,
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/ Other officers elected were: Chairman, Mr.
E. H. Swendell; ViceChairman, Captain
H., H; Knight.; Hon. Secretary, Mr. B E.
Knott; Assistant Secretary, Mr. F. Rogers ;
Hon. Treasurer, Captain W. Barton ; Auditors,
Messrs. S. Blackburn and T. Miller.
General Committee: Messrs. R. Granger,
G. Sampson, E. Castle, J. Johnson and B. Keitip.
The election of the Social Committee was
left over until the next meeting in February.
Mr. Swendell thanked the members for his
reelection as Chairman and said he reciprocated
Major Taylor's remarks. He was certain that
with such good officers and Committee serving,
the Branch was sure to progress even further.
The attendance and support of each individual
member was essential and he hoped all members
would endeavour to attend the monthly
meetings.
Mr. Swendell thanked Mr. J. Bugden for his
past assistance. No Buff business was any
troiible, he said. Mr, Bugden was always on
the spot ready to assist.
He also expressed thanks to their host, Mr.
*Dick Atkins, for looking after their comfort.
Mention was also made of the splendid work
achieved by Captain R, Morgan as Chairman
of the Social Committee. He was congratulated
on his excellent statement of accounts and the
work accomplished in 1947.
Two new members were enrolled during the
evening, and following the meeting, refresh
ments were served by Buff host Dick Atkins.
Margate Branch
A meeting of the Margate Branch was Id
at the George and Dragon Hotel, Charlotte
Square, on Wednesday, 4th February. The
Chair was taken by'Captain J. Tilleard, happily
recovered .from his recent illness, supported by
the ViceGhairman> Secretary, Hon. Treasurer,
the full Committee, and a better attendance of
members than has been the case of late.
The minutes of the Annual General Meeting
having been read and passed, a quite lively,
goodhumoured discussion as to the best use
to be made of the share of the Margate
 "Welcome Home" Fund which has b@en
apportioned to the Branch ensued. A suggestion
was made that/the money should be kept
entirely separate from Branch funds, while
another member thought that it should be
considered as.a part: of the general funds.
Other suggestions; were th&t a moiety of the
money should be allotted to a benevolent

fund;, and' that a small committee s*hould be
appointed with power to purchase, for members'
use, anything up to a billiard table! Motion
adjourned sine die.
Mr. Maxted, as Captain of the team which
went over to Ramsgate on 19th January
(mentioned in our last month's notes), gave a
few particulars of the visit, stressing the
welcome which we received, from Major Taylor,
his officers, C.S.M. and N.C.Chs; The result of
the match? Oh, well! we did manage second
place, and I must say that the pot of char
which was produced, primarily for, the team
skipper's benefit, helped to revive drooping
spirits. It was a most enjoyable evening.
We welcomed one new member—Mr. Hern.
Arrangements for the darts match with
Sandwich, in the InterGroup. Darts Competi
tion, to be held at our next Branch Meeting,
were left in the capable hands of Mr. Sander,
Chairman of the Entertainments Committee.
The meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.
Canterbury Branch
Since our last notes a lot of activity has been
going on around the new dart board. Two
games have been played against the Tannery
Social Club, the Branch winning on. both
occasions—53 and 32. Both games were
played at the Branch Club, and the evenings
were really and truly a success socially.
A game was also played against a team from
Evenhill, Littlebourne, resulting in a win for
the Club 63. Again this was an exceptionally
good evening, and as Littlebourne seemed
very short of the necessary liquid conducive to
good throwing they have been invited to play
the return match at the Club at a later date.
Winning this match created a record for the
Club as this was the first time out of many
games that the Club had beaten Evenhill.
We were very pleased to have the help of
Mr. A. Wigg from Sittingbourne and partnered
by Mr. W. Addley succeeded in winning their
game. Thanks to all members who come in
from the surrounding country to help usin
winning these games.
On January 31st a novel darts match was
played between ladies and men, the men being
handicapped by having to play lefthanded.
In spite of this handicap they won 42, but the
result has not deterred the ladies from
challenging them to a return match. Two of
the men's team, being naturally lefthanded,
tried a bit of "fiddling", but did not succeed,
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as the ladies were too wide awake after the
Thanks were expressed to the Club Officers
first throw. Well done, ladies, but watch them for their services during the year, and also to
next time, any signs of "fiddling" by this pair,
Captain J. Tyrrell for his able Chairmanship
call for Gill and Fred.
of the Club for the past two years. This was
Our Annual General Meeting was held on carried with applause..
A welcome and popular member, Mr. John
February 6th, when new committees were
James ("Jack") Vallintine, met many old
formed. Our, Chairman, Mr. L. F. Parratt,
kindly consented to continue in that office, friends at "D" Company Club, 4th Buffs,
Folkestone, on Boxing Day.
Major A. J. Peareth takes over Treasurer, Mr.
J. Sharp, Secretary, assisted by Mr. W. Justice,
"Jack" Vallintine, whose home is at 16
Mr. L. Coley, Mr. F. Penfold, Mr. Lambert and
Harvey Street, Folkestone, was a founder
Mr. A. Hackman (Associate Member). A new
member of the Club, and he actually helped to
Sports Committee was formed—Mr. F. Penfold
build it nearly 50 years ago.
as Secretary, Mr..J. Sharp as Treasurer, assisted
In 1946 he suffered a stroke* and since then
by Mr. H. Hogben (Junior), Captain of teams,
her has been practically bedridden.
Mr. L. Coley, ViceCaptain, and Mr. D. Styles,
On Boxing Day he appeared as usual, in .a
Member. All members of the Branch express
bathchair,
accompanied by his wife and son.
their thanks for the hard work by both out
going Committees during the past year and
There was an uproarious welcome for "Jack",
wish every success for the new Committees for
and mistletoe was produced for him and his
the coming year. Also a word of thanks for
wife to obey a Yuletide custom.
our groundsman, Mr. H. Hogben (Senior), who
"Jack" Vallintine enlisted in The Buffs
has kept the Bat and Trap pitches in perfect
Volunteers
1903, and was in camp at Salis
condition. His preparation of the pitches bury when in
the
world war broke out. He
helped considerably towards winning the League , served in the first
6th
Battalion of the county
Cup last year. It is hoped to run two outings
Regiment
in
France,
was twice wounded, and
this year. One all male and one mixed outing.
was
discharged
in
1918
with the rank.of sergeant.
For this purpose an Outings Club has been
 On October 7th last he and Mrs. Vallintine
started) also a "shareout" Christmas Club.
In concluding these notes a welcome is celebrated the 48th anniversary of their
extended to Mr. Ratcliffe, a new member to the niwedding. The Committee of the Buffs Club
then called on him and presented him with an
Club from Littlebourne.
^ illuminated address and life membershipjof the
Club in recognition of his services to them over
nearly 50 years. He is also a Life Member of
the Past and Present Association of the
Regiment.
On the occasion of their Silver Wedding in
Folkestone Branch
1924 the Club presented Mr. and Mrs. Vallintine
"D" COMPANY CLUB, 4TH BUFFS
With a silver tea service, suitably inscribed and
bearing the famous dragon of The Buffs.
The Annual General Meeting was held at the
Club on 28th January. There was a good
"Jack" will be very pleased to hear from
attendance of members on a night of filthy
any of his old comrades, at the address above.
weather.


The February Meeting was held at the Club
As the serving officers, Captain Trott and
on Tuesday, 10th. In the absence of Lieut.
Lieut. Hannah, were unable to be present, the Colonel Wilson, owing to indisposition, the
Chair was taken by Captain J. Tyrrell, and the
Chair was taken by Mr. W. Brunger. There
election of Club officers and Committee resulted
were some 20 members present.
as follows :—
Mr. Brunger ably reported on meetings he
Hon. Secretary, Mr. H. H. Wilkinson ; Hon.
had attended, on our behalf, of the British
Treasurer, Mr. J. Buensod; Hon. Auditor, i ^Legion and ExServicemen's Committee.
Mr. C. W. F. Drake; Committee, Captain f
It was decided that we could not, take any
Trott, Lieut. Hannah and W.O.II Tidy,
part
in a Pageant which had been proposed to
representing serving members ; Messrs. J.
Drury, A, Orchard and R. Richardson, rep . take place during the coming summer.
resenting past serving members ; Messrs. F.
Several other matters arising from 5 the
Salter and H. Richardson, representing associate meetings were discussed at some length, the
members.
meeting closing ai 9,30 p.m.
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The collection for branch funds amounted to

11/6.

BUFFS GLUB GAMES1 FINALS.

The Games Championship Finals were held
at the Club recently. Results :—
Billiards.—Finalists : F. Greenland and H.
Richardson. Winner : H. Richardson.
Snooker.—Finalists : R. Fuller and H.
Richardson. Winner : H. Richardson.
Darts —Finalists: B. Lawrence and A.
Punnett. Winner : A. Punnett.
Push Coin.—Finalists : T. Farley and A.
Holliday. Winner : T. Farley.
SPECIAL NOTE.

. On Tuesday, 9th March, will be our Annual
General Meeting, and all members are asked to
make a special,effort to attend. Business will
include the election of branch officers for the
next year, and there are several other items
down for discussion.
T.L.H.
Deal and Walmer Branch
 LADIES' GUILD

The Meeting was. opened at 2.30 p.m. in the
form of a' children's party. The parcels were
tied on to a little table tree. Mr. Gainey cut
them off and Mrs. Redsull gave them to the
little ones or otherwise the mother and grand
mother took them. The children started school
the day before, so for once the grownups
became children and enjoyed the jellies, etc.
The toddlers had the time of their lives with
crackers.
Business was just looked at for a few minutes.
A social was arranged for the 29th inst. at the
Majestic Hall, High Stfeet.
*
Members are willing to fall in with other
Branches concerning the badges/ but as we have*
afew old ones in hand shall not be needing
any. Everybody wished everybody a happy
New Year.
* Faversham Branch
Some notes from the Branch are long overdue,
and it would appear that although the Branch
is very much alive, .we sadly lack a member
who enjoys putting pen to paper.
,
Since our last notes were sent in a very
successful dance was held at the Institute,
Faversham, and from the "proceeds we were
able to send a donation of £5 to the Memorial
Fund.

Last night we had our usual monthly meeting
at which we had twentyone members present,
including, we are glad to say, several of the
younger generation. We also had with us Mr.
Bradford, who joined the Regiment in 1882.
We wonder if any other branch can better this
for an "attending" member.
Next Friday we are entertaining the Sitting
bourne Post .Office team to a darts match, in
order perhaps partly to get ready for the big
contest!
Mr. Curtis is putting in a lot of hard work
getting the team selected.
Mixed Grill—Continued from p. 43

too often when I got outside ! The day for my
last lecture arrived. How intellectual it was,
and how aptly interspersed with subtle wit so
as to insure attention being kept at the highest
pitch. At the end, with the class dispersed,
and with all the "doodling" tucked away in
their desks, I thought with extreme satisfaction :
"Well, if they can't pass their examination
after that, they will never pass anything."
But two lads suddenly reappeared! The
first came along with his never failing charm,
and frankly said : "Perhaps you might like
this, Sir, which I did . during your lecture."
"This" was a singularly sardonic caricature of
myself which my wife and I still treasure.
Then came the second, a lad whom I had
never got to know, and one for whom I always
felt sympathy in that he seemed to have, no
friends, seldom a smile, and to be far too much
steeped in his work. In fact I rather feared
him, for I always sensed that he had sized up
very accurately my tendency to face North
instead of South when the open spaces took
the place of the classroom !
"May I have a word with you, Sir?" he asked
very nervously.
"Of course, my lad", I said encouragingly.
"What can I do for you ?"
"Well, Sir, I have been wondering throughout
the whole of your lecture how all that you
have told us will be affected by the arrival of
the aeroplane."
There could be only one reply; and it was
.this:—
"My Boy, you are 19, and I am 35, both of
an age, in fact, that there can be no escape
from us both finding out."
Lightheartedly spoken then, but it was not
much more than a year later when the first
bomb fell.
H.H.C.B.

t u t a q ^ n r i a t i o n o f s e r v i c e n e w s p a p e r s a d v e r t i s e m e n t pages,
r7/b8 .?I rmy| T s t r e e t . s t . james svs.w.17
t e l . w h i t e h a l l 2504.

HE modern trend in jewellery is to place the
emphasis on adornment rather than on ostentation.
Fine
examples are shown in the Diamond Collet Necklet, Ear
Clips and twin brooches illustrated.

THE GOLDSMITHS &
SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD
112 REGENT STREET
LONDON, W.I
ONLY ONE ADDRESS

-

TELEPHONE: REGENT 302I

J7hJ„

A?£2£l£JlI!£ PJL s f 5 v'9f
n e w s p a p e r s a d v e r t i s e m e n t pages,
>
67/68, j e r m y n s t r e e t , s t . james's, s.w.1.
t e l . w h i t e h a l l 2504.

£100
295320 Trooper Bedson, C.W.,
The Life Guards,
Hyde Park Barracks, S.W.7.

£50
2322657 AC I Shaw, A.,
16, Algers Close,
Loughton, Essex.

£25
2/Lt. I. R. Lawson, R.A.C.,
(3rd K.O. Hussars),
" Northfield,"
Dollar,
Clackmannanshire, Scotland.
In addition a hundred Merit Prizes
of two guineas were awarded.

Four thousand entries were
received from serving
sailors, soldiers and air
men in all parts of the
world. The judges were :
Ian Jeffcott, Esq., F.R.S.A.,
L.R.I.B.A., N.R.D.
Abram Games,
F.S.I.A.

Esq.,

Bruce Angrave, Esq.
Beverley
M.S.I.A.

Pick,

Esq.,

E. M. Joseph, Esq., C.B.E.,
F.R.I.B.A.
F. H. Garner, Esq.
Ivor Roberts, Esq.
Claude F. Luke, Esq.

NAAFI
official canteen
The
organisation for

R U X L E Y

T O W E R S

C L A Y G A T E

E S H E R

Forces in war and peace

S U R R E Y
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Beneath Bell Harry.
TJAST month ' has
* gone by, happily in
a mild fashion, with
out much incident. On
the 13th the C.I.G.S.
visited the P.T.C. to
inspect the training in
progress. He arrived,
followed by a large
retinue of satellites
and the Press, and
was received by the
Commanding Officer.
He then took the Dis
persal Parade of an

Intake of the General
Service Corps which was leaving us on the
following day and presented cups and prizes
to the Recruits and N.C.O.s. Afterwards he
was escorted round the Training Company.
He expressed considerable surprise on hearing
of the illiteracy of the modern Recruit. The
C.I.G.S. afterwards commented on the prob
lems of illiteracy in. an interview to the Press,
and made a statement whose repercussions
went far and deep.
We have been going enthusiastically, if not
very successfully, into the world of sport.
Two boxing matches have taken place,, the
first of which, against the Sappers at Chatham,
we won, and the second against No. 57 P.T.C.,
which we lost. Hockey and Rugger have also
been in full swing though the latter has now
had to be abandoned as most of the brightest
stars in that sphere have left us. The closing
of the partridge shooting season coincided with
the opening of the golf season so that our search
in the bracken for the birds we thought we'd
shot is now replaced by an even more fruitless
search in the same bracken for the golf balls
we are certain we have lost. The opening of
the golf season is not, however, popular with the
Depot Commander, who claims that he has
been elected, without his knowledge or approval,
as Secretary of the Golfing Society and given
three or four hundred letters to write and
post. He has indeed been busy in other spheres
and, after his brilliant performance with the
Old Stagers last autumn, has added new laurels
to his reputation with the production of sundry
theatrical performances around Canterbury.
The Regimental Coihmittee have visited us
and have gone into conference for some hours
inthe anteroom, where* no doubt, fortified by
an adequate quantity. of pink gin, they have

taken very momentous decisions whose nature
has so far not been revealed to us. All we do
know is that the 2nd Battalion is to be re
named the 1st and that the Colours will be
sent to Hong Kong.
The Band, who will soon be going too, have
given us their farewell concert. We shall say
goodbye to them with great regret for they
have served us well.
As these notes are written, Colonel Parry is
speeding, like Mercury, by air to the 2nd
Battalion, or, one should say, the 1st. We
wish him a fair journey and a . safe arrival.
We must also bid farewell to Major Plumptre
and Captain Papworth, who are leaving us for
the same destination, and to Lieut. Pilchet,o
who leaves us on demobilisation. We welcome
to the fold Lieut. Brigstocke, who hopes, after
a short stay here, to join them in Hong Kong.
Sergeants' Mess*
The break up of a unit usually means hews, but
considering that it is peace time, what has so far been
officially announced would do credit to a unit embarking
on a special mission under wartime secrecy. No doubt
it has to do with A.C.I.'s or something. The R.S.M, and
Bandmaster seem the only ones certain of their destin
ation. They are Hong Kong bound, and we wish them a
happy tour with the 2nd Battalion. It seems that
members of that Mess, at least some of them, will soon be
initiated into a game called "Fat".
The Officers played the Sergeants at football. As
usual, the Sergeants were the victors. C/Sgt. Deighton
charged an Officer who forgot to keep his elbow down.
Otherwise, except for the seriousness of the encounter,
the scorg was the only topic to write up (5—3 to us).
What Officers really require is a Dick Fenton.
We have visited the Oddfellows to play them at darts,
. snooker, billiards and other indoor games, but came
away severely trounced. Notwithstanding/ however, we .
invited them up for a return social and again were
defeated. The billiards, darts and snooker playing of
our opponents were so much above our standard that
Lofty thought he was a ball boy and Victor Baldwin
examined the balls to see that they were not the trick,
ones he had been playing with.
Charlie Pendle is still honeymooning and is reckoning
only on returning to hand over the Weapon Training
Stores before the breakup.
I thought, too, of adding in the paragraph above that
the Oddfellows would like to know. who Buffy and
Roger carried home, as a rumour reached them that a
member pf their side had collapsed on the way home.
But since having a roll call, they can?t find the culprit.
Roger and Buffy stand by their story, however, or did
Buffy dream it and make Roger believe it ?
A farewell dance has been proposed so that before the
end comes at least one more set of notes from this P.T.C.
will be possible. Till then, best wishes to all firom
3 P.T.C. and Depot The Buffs.
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Depot Company.

Life at the Depot continues oh the unswerving path
of smoothrunning efficiency, undisturbed by such
events as the sudden arrival of Lieut. Lock with thirty.
Danish lads from HongKong. With'them were Murphy,
Cook and Dixon,
» '
Farewell should be our motto here. Alllthe time our
staff is dwindling arid we are sending innumerable
people away on leave and demob.
. Major Edmeades, the "brains" of the Depot, has
departed on leave. But perhaps the greatest blow to
the company's prestige was delivered by Lieut. Kerby.
He and C/Sgt; Deighton tried conclusions in the football
field and the latter is now suffering from a broken rib.
Early one morning the Sergeants' Mess was flung into
confusion on being told that they must remove them
selves to the P.T.C. Mess within twentyfour hours.
R.S.M. Hurley has come down from the War Office
and is now awaiting posting instructions.
.
At football, the Depot has continued to shine but,
alas ! with the exodus of the Band on leave, our team is
sadly depleted.
This month should see the P.T.C. dwindling and the
Depot will consequently be taking a larger part in the
.picture.

H.Q. Company.
We are now convinced that February is a month of
illomen. After everyone has been settling down to a
nervous state of tranquility after the Christmas festivities
ready to face fire picquets and parades with a smile on
their lips and wrath in their hearts, we have all been
struck by a blow well below the belt. In other words—
the R.S.M.'s parades being changed from Saturday
mornirig to Wednesday ditto. All our wellprepared
resolutions to keep well clear of such parades and more
especially to keep even clearer of the C.S.M. have been
completely shattered. Words fail us ! Houdini himself
could not do anything about it. But today—the first
Wednesday—the old, the married, the young and even
a few of the socalled sick were bravely shepherded on to
the square.
The 13th proved a lucky day. The C.I.G.S. iq^pected
the No. 3 P.T.C., but for some unknown reason was
kept well away from Chaucer Barracks, /which although
it might appear slightly old, bleak and tiredlooking,
still represents "Home" to us. Needless to say, all the
beds were "made up" as "laid down" in "standing"
orders !
Pte. Colchin, the resident coiffeur, had relieved his
relief and taken up his stance behind the chair arm wood
Mk. 1 for the use of. There was an audible sigh of
relief from all over the barracks (even amongst our
attached Ps.W.) when it was seen on orders that
"Slasher Sam", who would have been more appreciated
in primeval days when his unique method of removing
as much hair as possible—his only visible aid being an
open razor—would not be required until the departure
of Group 69.
We wish L/Cpl. Maydom the best of luck in "Civvy
Street"—though he had only been in the company a
short time (being a refugee from No. 2 Company), he
had soon gained a reputation for himself in Room 5 by
his ability to whip the door round his bed and make
himself scarce each morning before the one and only
L/Cpl. Long managed to catch him for a room job.
Lofty finally despaired and very respectfully gave him
the title of "Maydom the Myth".

Well, that is about all for this month, apart from one
piece of amazing news from the Guardroom. Regardless
of the fact that one of their number has only recently
been spliced and is already shewing the signs of the
stress and strain of married life, it has come to notice
that no fewer than three of the foul remaining bachelors
on the Police Staff are to be married within the next
few weeks. I wonder if they have ever heard of a
busman's holiday !

No. 1 Company.
First of all, we must apologise for the absence of not6s
last month, the reason, as far as can be made out, that
Sherry was on leave and of course up to his neck in house
work. 'During the month we have lost a few of the old
faces in the company. Cpls. Jenner and Craig have gone
on a prerelease course and we are shortly losing our
programme expert, Robinson. ,
Football, in the company has died down a bit. The
company played the Depot last week, but owing to the
fact that we only had nine men, we lost 6—nil. The
Officers had another go at °the Sergeants, but once again
the Sergeants came off best by 5—3. The Sergeants
had a "dark horse" turn out for them, one who is not
too familiar with the pitch. Well done, Stan ! Someone
said it was his.age that got him down. I hope our skipper
made a note of his name.
We now have in the company an officer who is taking
up surveying in his spare time. He was seen last week
prior to going on the range at Conyer with a large scale
plan of the hot water system in barrack^. Someone said
it was the sewage plan, but in actual fact it was a very
well thought out scheme which worked well (or did it ?)
once we got to the range. We were held up by a spiv's
barrow en route, but having a shrimp expert with us, he
soon removed it. On a green Verey light being fired
by the gallant officer, everyone w;as seen dashing here
and everywhere (and getting nowhere!). The only
people whom it did not worry was the butt party, who
were too busy pasting white patches on the targets
and removing the same.
The Garden of Remembrance is now taking shape
under the supervision of our head gardener, Hass & Co.
It will be a garden of remembrance for some people,
won't it, Bill ?
«


Home Counties B.T.C.
No. 2 (Drafting) Company.
Early this month the advance party of the 2nd
Battalion Q.O.R.W.K. Regiment invaded this Training
Centre from Crowborough, Sussex, arid there were a
number of old acquaintances renewed. It is rumoured
that they took one look at this camp and decided en
block to volunteer for overseas (I suppose at any rate it
will keep this company busy) irrespective of their
present feelings,. .We all welcome them. *
With the pending changeover of the B.T.C. to the
A.B.T.U. (Army Basic Training Unit), rumours are
flying high and wild and the rumours of what is going to
happen are even wilder.
How often when a Fire Picquet is mounted that the
poor unfortunates detailed resolutely look forward to
an uneventful and boring tdrn of duty. A few evenings
ago whilst the picquet was being mounted on the
Square at Somerset Barracks the Fire Call rang out
through the lines. With one accord under the able
supervision of C.S.M. (George) Chapman, the picquet
moved into action. Before many seconds had passed the
continued on p. v.
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HANGING the risk of
Raising the wrath of
Robin Tuke, we fhust men
tion that there are signs
that spring is here.
Over one office hangs a
Race Form Calendar which
informs you "How they all
ran" and over another hangs
the Fixture Lists for at
least three cricketing sides,
and T.E.W.T.s, Camps and
Courses will have to be
arranged very carefully in
prder tQ fit

them aU intQ a

Cox (Adjutant), «Major (Q.M.) T. Burt
(Quartermaster).
Ramsgate.—Major N. G. H. Taylor, Lieut. F. G.
Neville.
Margate.—Captain J.. Tilleard, Lieut. W. J. J;
Price.
*
Folkestone.—Lieut. W. H. Hannah.
Ashford.—Captain D. A. T. Butcher.
Tenterden.—Lieut. L. J. Parslow.
Mailing.—Major G. A. H. Proctor.
Rochester.—Lieut. A. G. Eames.
Canterbury.—Major G. R. D. Hews, Captain
A. H. Gurney, Lieut. I. J. Hopton,
Padre.—Rev. C. R. Cassidy (Sittingbourne).
Medical Officer.—Major J. R. Hamerton (Herne
Bay).
The Battalion is arranging a St. Patrick's
Ball on 17th March at the Drill Hall, Canterbury.
The proceeds are to be given to the Regimental
Memorial Fund.

spare date.
The chief event of the month was the visit
of the C.I.G.S. on 13th January.
The Field Marshal was extremely interested
in the Permanent Staff of the Battalion, which
he inspected and spoke to everyone.
The Q.M.'s Bowler Hat which hung over his
chair suspended from the ceiling and lowered
two inches daily from the date when the
,.
Administrative Platoon;
inspection was first announced, has now risen
At the moment of penning these notes, the tail can
to its fullest height and securely fastened there.
be said to be'wagging the dog of the battalion, because
On the evening of 13th January the Perm we are right up to establishment, and we also believe
anent Staff held a dinner and social at the  that we are on top of our jobs.
Just at the time when we were thinking that we could
Seven Stars Hotel, Canterbury, the host being
conscientiously ask for a* rise in pay, the Prime Minister
Major Don Whrtcombe, who is very well known
announces that there will be no further wage increases
in the Regiment.
at present:
* We hope to make this an annual event.
We have commenced Administrative exercises, and
the first one, "Tommy", has been arranged so as to
We welcome to the Battalion R.S.M. Hurley,
give the maximum amount of instruction in the easiest
who will be remembered by many of the 2nd possible way.
and 5th Battalions. We hope he will enjoy the
Many pleasant hours have been spent by the parti
work here.
cipants (?) at this exercise, and it is surprising that even
six years of war to discover that those who fight
C.S.M. Johnson, the Instructor at Ashford, after
know so little of the work that has to be done before
has succeeded in convincing * the Board at they can do so, whilst they are doing so and after they

Eastern Command that he should be in have done so.
possession of the Long Service and Good
It is hoped that exercise "Tommy the Second" will
Cdnduct Medal, and they have* recommended cause even more pleasurable instruction, and so increase
our administrative ability.
that he should have it presented.
We have the task of organising the St. Patrick's Ball,
He has very well earned it, and deserves it,
to be held in the Drill Hall, Canterbury, on March 17th,
Which is being arranged to assist the Regimental
and we congratulate him.
Memorial Fund.
* .
The officers held a "Dining In Night" at the
Mr. Samson (Sammy) called on us the other day, and
Falstaff Hotel, Canterbury, on 6th February, we were very pleased to see him. He will be remembered
which was a great success. Great credit. is due
by his many friends in the 5th Battalion as batman to 
Captain Ronnie Rule, who was Signal Officer to the
to Geoffrey Cox who arranged it.
Battalion. He now lives at Ramsgate and is a strong
The folloMng officers attended from stations supporter of the local branch of the Past and Present
Association.
shewn
During the past montlj we have heard from, or of the
Permanent Staff.—Lieut.Colonel G. £. F. following
members of the Regiment who served in
Oliver (Commanding Officer), Captain E. G.
the Administrative Platoon of the 5th Battalion :—
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R.Q.M.S. Beardsell, once Ration N.C.O. to the 5th
Battalion, now Manager N.A.A.F.I., Connaught
Barracks, Dover.
Cpl'. Redhead, Q.M.'s Clerk and Batman, now Manager,
Hutchinson's & Roe,BexhillonSea.
Cpl.. (Buster) Young, Transport N.C.O., now Corporation
Bus Driver in Scotland ; address, 187 Prestwick Road,
Ayr.
Also from :—
Captain (Q.M.) Ted Marsh—Proprietor, Wheatsheaf
Inn, Tempsford Sandy, Bedfordshire.
Pte.. Ken Hayden, Q.M.'s Driver ; Singer, 5th Battalion
Concert Party, now at 22 Frant Road, Thornton
Heath, Croydon, Surrey.
k ;
Pte. Sidney Staines, Q.M.'s Clerk, now at "Dunrovin",
Benenden, Kent.
Pte.. Bill Higgins, Storeman, Sellindge, Nr. Canterbury.
We would like to hear of others who have served in
the Administrative Platoons of either the 4th or 5th
Battalions, and we wish them all the very best of luck.
We particularly need the addresses of the following :—
Ben Lyons, Regimental Butcher; Claude, The Ration
Clerk; George Wisden, Storeman; Peter Nash, 1098
Clerk.
"A" Company are to be congratulated on being able
to win a miniature range shoot without the assistance
of th^^Administrative Platoon.

H.Q. Company.
H..Q. has very little for her readers this month, but
hope to have something really hot for you next month.
I"m sure everybody is looking forward to the Unit
Dance, which is to be held on St. Patrick's Day, March
17th.. As always, our Q.M. is the chief arranger, and it
looks as though he is going to lay something a little
special on. Whatever it. is, I'm sure it will be a great
laugh for everyone.
We are glad to welcome back to our ranks an old
member of the 4th and 5th Battalions, Frank Chadwick,
who is now living at 30 Ingoldsby Road, Canterbury,
and hope that some of his friends will come down and
join him.
What is the trouble with our M.T.O. and M.T.
Sergeant ? Every Sunday morning they are seen walking
up Military Road to the Unit garage. Maybe it's a free
off change ! I'm not sure.
Well, we must close for the month now, so cheerio
until next month.
4'A"

Company.

This month we welcome tp .the fold yet another old
Buff,, namely Pte. Johnson, J., who will be remembered
by quite a few as an old 1st Battalion man. Arrange
ments are also in hand for the medical examination of
two more volunteers. We are, however, keeping their
names until next month, and not counting our chickens
until the M.O. has declared them fit for the bag.
On Tuesday the 13th all members of the Permanent
Staff were assembled at Canterbury for the visit of the
C.I..G.S. and afterwards® for a dinner and social evening
at the Seven Stars Hotel* which was kindly given by
the Commanding Officer. Some very good songs were
rendered and the Q.M. brought a few more of his stories
out of the blue. A very pleasant time was had by alL
We held a very successful shooting match with some
members of St. Antony's Qub, Margate. This took
place at the Victoria Road Drill Haff, and when hope

lessly we look round for one of the 96 bottles of beer
this morning, we wonder how that club became named.
Major Taylor showed his company the way to victory
with scores of 19 and 20—even he couldn't believe it !
Sgt. Avery also did very well. It is regretted that an
account of all scores cannot be given, but reprisals are
feared from Battalion H.Q. Captain Tilleard made his
first appearance with us at this meeting since his illness,
and we were pleased to see him even if we do think he
ought to have a little white stick. We did at least win.
Owing to pressure of time, a more detailed account
of the company's activities cannot be given, but before
finishing, the writer would like to mention that more
pressure will be brought to bear on another person to
render them next month.

"D" Company.
This month has seen the social side of our Drill Hall.
On January 9th we held a dance., and we are glad to say
it was a success. All due credit must be given to the
Adjutant (Geoffrey Cox), for we got stuck for decorations,
but one word from him worked wonders. He attended
the dance accompanied by his wife, and we hope that
they both enjoyed themselves.
Wehope to hold another social in March. What
about another company getting a busload together
and having a night out ? Bring your wives and sweet
hearts. If you haven't either, don't worry. There were
plenty of girls to spare last time.
We welcome four new men to our company and
hope they will like it with us.
We are sorry to lose Ptes. Croucher and Sherwood.
Croucher has joined the Royal Navy and Sherwood has
gone back to the Army. The best of luck to them both.

"S" Company.
Frenzied activity marked preparations for the visit
of the C.I.G.S. on the 13th of January.
The day, typical of its date—13th—was very wet
and gloomy, but in spite of the weather, the proceedings
passed off quite successfully.
In the evening our Permanent Staff Dinner took place
and was enjoyed by all. A very jolly singsong followed
an excellent dinner, and everyone was m a musical
mood. Carol Levis might have made some contracts
here!
We extend a hearty welcome to R.SJI. Hurley, w€o
will be well remembered by many Buffs of the 2nd and
5th Battalions. .
The unconfirmed report that reached the Q.M.'s ears
regarding the P.S.I, at Cranbrook is stiff strongly denied.
Was it the 1483 which "Jumbo" received from the
Pay Office that caused his wrinkled brow. Keep smiling,
"Jumbo", it's just one more thing.
'
Will the Q.M.. beat allcomers with garden produce
when they hold the next Show fn Canterbury Drill
Hall, or has he taken Strachey's warning to "Grow
More Food—or Else" ?
We close these notes by wishing Mr. Parslow a speedy
recovery from his illness, and we hope he will be soon
back with usi

"HISTORICAL

RECORDS

OF

THE

BUFFS"

(The Royal East Kent Regiment)

1919 — 1945.
If you have not yet ordered your copy of the new volume of the REGIMENTAL
HISTORY use the Order Form below. Please also help us to produce the volume by
using the Donation Form as well. A donation of two guineas or more will secure for you
a copy of the work as soon as it is published arid a list of subscribers will be included in
the volume.
To O.C., Depot The Buffs,
New Infantry Barracks,
Canterbury.

ORDER FORM

Please put my name down for a copy of the above.
Name (Block letters).....
Address...

Date......
NOTE.—Please write clearly

To O.C., Depot The Buffs,
New Infantry Barracks,
Canterbury.

DONATION FORM
?

I enclose cheque for £
:
s.
d. as my donation towards the expenses
of this volume of the Historical Records of The Buffs.
Name (Block letters)

..

Address.........

.



Date
NOTE.—Cheques should be made payable to Buffs History Account and crossed Lloyds Bank,

Canterbury.

Home Counties B.T.C.—Continued from p. 54.
hoses had been run out and a steady trickle of water
was directed on to the fire (a small hut used by the
D.C.R.E.'s). More water was escaping from the rents
and tears in the hose than was going on the fire. Still,
through their very prompt action, when the local fire
brigade arrived they had a lost journey.
With the reintroduction of the Forces Prelim., all
regular soldiers have to do three hours education weekly.
It is quite amusing to see some of the old sweats with
an armful of L.S.G.C.'s, nibbling the end of a stump of
lead pencil over some very simple sum which during their
school days would have been done in a flash. Bash on,
Chums !
R.S.M. (Taffy) Surridge is still with us. He should now
come under the heading of an R.E.'s fixture. Con
gratulations are in order, although rather late. A couple
of months ago his wife presented him with a bouncing
baby girl. What is this paying about "many a good tune
being played on an old fiddle" ? Congratulations,. Sir,
although rather late.
C.S.M. Holdsworth has also been with us quite a long
time, and he has got fed up and has decided to go to a
warmer climate, some might even call it "hot" at the
present moment—M.E.L.F. C.S.M. West has decided
that he has had enough and has put in for a six months'
domestic gardening course—some people are gluttons
for hard work !
Quite a number of officers have passed through this
company on their way overseas and we advise the
2nd Battalion of the arrival very shortly of Majors
Atkinson and Harris St. John.
Sgt. (Paddy) Butler has recently been stealing out of
the camp with a case under his arm and at last the
the truth has come to light—no, he's not flogging
rations. Apparently he gives dancing displays and in a
kilt at that!. For all the rice in China you wouldn't
get me in kilts with the gales we have been having of late.
The old arch enemy has not yet, touch wood, made an
appearance. By arch enemy I mean snow. All ranks
who were in this camp last year are looking forward to
the reappearance of the sun, when they will be able to
get the body beautifully brown and lounge about on the
beach.

Correspondence.
No. 1 Company, 3 P.T.C.,
Canterbury.
„ January 22nd, 1948.

The Editor, "The Dragon".

Sir,
May I, through the medium of your newspaper, appeal
to Buffs past and present, for the gift of any annual or
perennial plants that they may have to spare.
With the assistance of the N.C.O.'s and men from my
Company I am am relaying, between the "Sandhurst"
blocks of the Depot at the New Infantry Barracks,
the Garden of Remembrance to those who were killed
at Canterbury in the air raidg of 1942, which was
originally laid out by Lieut.Colonel Howe in 1942,
but destroyed in an air raid in the Autumn of that year.
The garden is now relaid, but my Company has not
sufficient funds to plant it and I am hoping that your
readers will be kind enough to send me plants and bulbs
so that I can finish the task before No, 3 P,T.C, closes
down in April,

The plants should be clearly labelled and allocated
as annual or perennial. They should be addressed to :
Officer Commanding No. 1 Company, 3 P.T.C. and Depot
The Buffs, St. Martin's Hill Barracks, Canterbury.
I remain, Sir,
J. LUCAS, Major,
Officer Commanding No. 1 Coy 3 P.T.C.

77 Cheriton High Street,
Folkestone.
January 14 th, 1948.

The Editor, "The Dragon".

Dear Sir,
I see by the December Dragon that near Maidstone
lives an old Buff—Charlie Judd.
I am an old Buff and served in the Chitral Expedition
with him. I knew him well, and I wish him every
happiness in his laten years.
I served at Kamptee, Jullundur, Peshawar, Nowshera,
and in Shwebo, Burma, and then went to the Boer War
(2nd Battalion). I was LanceCorporal and was pay
office clerk when the late Major Q.M. Keeler (Daddy)
was LanceCorporal in the Orderly Room—that is about
50 years ago.
I am,
Yours faithfully,
Jo GODDARDS, 3811.

Regimental Histories of The Buffs
The following Histories may now be obtained from Secretary.

P. and P. Association, The Buffs, 12 I.T.C. Canterbury.
PRICE

HISTORICAL RECORDS
OF THE BUFFS
Half bound in leather
1572—1704
£1 10s. each
by H. R. Knight
HISTORICAL RECORDS
OF THE BUFFS
'
^
™
' In Two Parts
1704—1814
^ £2 2s.
1814—1914
|
J
by C. R. B. Knight
HISTORICAL RECORDS
OF THE BUFFS
^ Out pf Print
r
1914—1919
by R. S. H. Moody
j
SHORT HISTORY
OF THE BUFFS
by E Foster Hall

1
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" DRUMS AND DRUMMERS "
by G. R Howe  Price 2/
Postage extra

The Past and Present Association.
Hpadqnmters ; DEPOT, THE BUFFS.
Telephone : CANTERBURY 2513.

Secretary : MAJOR A. J. PEARETH.

BRANCHES
Secretary
R.S.M.
R.S.M.
Mr. F. Harrison, 324 Hythe
Road, Ashford
Mr. E. Gould,51a Lincolns Inn
Fields, London, W.C.2

Meeting Dates and Places

Branch
1. 2nd Bn. The Buffs
2. 4th Bn. The Buffs
3. AgHBPRP
i

Chairman
SecondinCommand
SecondinCommand
Mr. H. Barnes

4.

LONDON

Lt.Col. H. Fine

5.

DOVER

Mr. M. Hart

Mr. C. A. Mills, 10 West Street,
Dover '

6.

WEALD

Col. E. B. Burns, T.D.

7.

MEDWAY

Mr. F. C. Cox

8.

SITTINGBOURNE

9*

RAMSGATE

Col. D. J. Dean, V.C.,
T.D.
Mr. E . H . Swendell

10.

MARGATE

Capt. J. Tilleard

11.

HYTHE

Captain D. V. Coote

12.

CANTERBURY

Mr. L. F. Parratt

Capt. E. Boulding, Windyridge,
Sandhurst, Hawkhurst
Last Saturday in each month,
Mr. E. A. Peacock, 5 Breton
The Brickmakers' Arms,
Road, Rochester
Wyles Street, Gillingham,
7.30 p.m.
Mr. R, H. J. Russell, 157 Short Second Friday iii each month,
Drill Hall, East St., 7,30 p.m.
lands Road, Sittingbourne
Mr. B. E. Knott, 33 Brunswick Third Friday in each month.
Freemason's Tavern, Rams
Street, Ramsgate
gate, 8 p.m.
Mr. H. Ingram, 59 Gordon Road First Wednesday in each
month, The George and
Westwood, Margate
Dragon, 8 p.m.
_ {
Mr. J. E* Down, 15 Cobden Rd., Last Saturday in each mouth,
British Legion Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Hythe
First Friday in each month,
Mr. J. J,. {Sharp, Depot,
Rhodaus Town, Canterbury,
The Buffs, Canterbury
8 p.m.
Capt. H. F. Whitfield, Eddington Second Tuesday in each month,
British
Legion Club, May
House, Herne Bay
Lodge, 8 p.m.
Second Tuesday in each month.
Mr. T. Fordred, 49 Downs#
Drill Hall, Shellons St., 8 p.m.
Road, Folkestone
Quarterly, Ship Inn, 8 p.m.
Mr. H. Thirst, 21 Laburnum
Avenue, Sandwich
Mr. W. F. Oram, 344 Middle
Deal Road, Deal
Capt. J. Green, Boughton House First Thursday in each month
The Ship Hotel* 7.30 p.m.
Nr. Faversham

(a) Herne Bay
Mr. A. Trice
SubBranch
13.

FOLKESTONE

14.

SANDWICH

15.

DEAL

16.

FAVERSHAM



Lt.Col.' C. E. Wilson,
M.B.E,

Major H. Jackson

First Saturday in each month,
Drill Hall* 7 p.m.
Third,Saturday in each month,
Prince Alfred Restaurant,
Tufton Street, Westminster,
7.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month,
"Eagle Hotel",
London
Road, Dover, 7.45 p.m.

GROUPS.
(«) Dover, Folkestone, Hythe, Deal

(b) Ramsgate, Sandwich, Margate
(c) Canterbury, Ashford, Weald

(£) Medway, Sittingbourne, Faversham

LADIES' GUILD.
President: HON. MRS. P. G. SCARLETT
Branch
1.

LONDON

2.

DOVER

3.

FOLKESTONE

4.

DEAL

5.

MEDWAY

6*

ASHFORD

Meeting Dates and Places
First Saturday in each month,
Prince Alfred Restaurant,
Tufton
Street,
S.W.I,
6.30 p.m.
Mrs. J. Crookenden, J.P. Mrs. C. A. Mills, 10 West Street, Second Tuesday in each
month, CoOp. Cafe, Big
Tower Hamlets, Dover
gin Street, Dover, 3 p.m.
' Mrs. Kay Mantell, 5 Page Place, Every other Wednesday, Drill
Mrs, Q. Wopd, J.P.
Hall, Shellons Street, Folke
Folkestone
stone, 3.30 p.m.
First Wednesday in each
Mrs. G. Maxted, 143 Middle
Mrs. East
month, St. George's Hall,
Street, Deal
High. Street, DeaL
Every Fourth Friday, Fores
Mrs: M. Sellens, 69 Priestfield'
Mrs King Holt
ters' Hall, King Street,
Road, Gillingham, Kent
Gillingham, 2.30 p.m.
Mrs. E. Partiss, 22 Bond Road, Second Wednesday in each
Mrs. L. King
month, The Drill Hall,
South Ashford
Ashford, 3 p.m.

Chairman

Mrs. D. E. Spinner

Secretary
Mrs. M. Lamb, 31 Somerton
Avenue, Richmond, Surrey
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SHAVEX

BRYMAY

The Perfect 2 Minute Shave

NO SOAPNO BRUSHNO LATHER

SAFETY
MATCHES
rM

THE HATCH FOR THE
BRITISH FORCES

BRITISH MADE BY BRYANT & MAY

ALL OUR
FORCES PREFER SHAVEX?
For shaving when in a hurry it is marvellous
—a perfect shave in two minutes. No water
needed, but if you have water, moisten your
face before using Shavex. You can shave in
a quarter of the time that it takes with soap
and brush and your skin will feel as fresh as
a daisy Almond Oil in Shavex keeps the
face young and takes away wrinkles. Smear
Shavex over the face when you have shaved,
and your face will keep young, fresh and free
from blemishes Millions all over the world
are now using Shavex. Beware of imitations
—there is nothing like Shavex—the antiseptic
shaving cream—the first on the market.

NO
TAKE
IMITATIONS

SHAVEX
1'4i and

2'1

IS SOLD
EVERYWHERE

(INCLUDING PURCHASE TAX)

Obtainable ai ft .A. A.F.J., Boots Wootworths, Timothy
White's & Taylors Ltd.. & alt Chemists

The SHAVEX

ZEEKOL Co., Ltd., 40 Bavaria Road,
London, N.19

THE COMMON COLD
—a plan for its prevention
F.very year, many thousands of people successfully

avoid colds with the help of Serocalcin. Its use, both

the prevention and treatment of the common cold,
has given consistently satisfactory results. Serocalcin is
not infallible, but its record is such that it merits a trial
by everyone subject to colds.
Prevention of Colds
Two Serocalcin tablets are taken daily for 30 days. In
many cases this gives 3 to 4 months immunity from
colds.
Treatment of an existing Cold
Three tablets are taken three times daily. Commenced
in the early stages of a cold this often clears up the
attack in 3 to 4 days. Serocalcin is suitable for adults
and children.
in

Serocalcin is available in two sizes; 60 tablets for the
immunising course and 20 tablets for treatment.

All who suffer from colds are invited to send to Harwoods
Laboratories Ltd., Watford, for descriptive booklet
" Immunity from Colds."

SEROCALCIN
Regd.

FOR THE PREVENTION & TREATMENT OF COLDS
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COUGHS
& COLDS

Mr Jaded

It's not problems in the office, but poisons in the system
that get a man down. Now, look at Mr. Jolly. His eyes
are bright, his judgement clear, and as for his energy —
well, what does he care if he has got plenty on his plate.
He takes Eno in the morning. He's as fit as they make 'em
and you can't keep a fit man down. Jolly Mr. Jolly!

Eno's 'Fruit Salt'
for cheerful livers

1'8&

3'4

per bottle

2Is and 3jH a bottle (rax included).

(Including Purchase Tax)

' Second to None'

GREYS
CIGARETTES

Just honesttogoodness

You'd think
he was
labelled—

tobacco

Plain orcorktipped
' Greys' will always
appeal to those
smokers who ask
of a cigarette
that it shall be
pleasant
and satisfying.

He's a nice fellow really.
But girls take good care
to keep out of his way.
They just can't forgive a
man for being guilty of
Oral Offence

Play Safe! USE

Scientific tests prove that
in 7 cases out of 10 Col
gate Dental Cream stops
Oral Offence that origin
ates in the mouth.
1/5 Inc. Tax
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THE DRAGON
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CONWAY WILLIAMS
THE MAYFAIR TAILOR

48 BROOK ST., MAYFAIR, LONDON, W.l
(Opposite Claridge's Hotel)
AND

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY
Morning and Evening Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions

Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits

All Cloths cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand
in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors
REGIMENTAL TAILORS TO THE
Telephones:
Mayfair 0945—Camberley 498

r

BUFFS REGIMENT

j}|

Telegrams:
"Militaila Wesdo, London "

A. J. WHITE®"! TROPHIES
A. J. WHITE

Mrs. WHITE

CAP MAKERS
TO THE
REGIMENT

REGIMENTAL
CLUB & SCHOOL
COLOUR
SPECIALIST

2*
Y?

SOLE SUPPLIERS
OF THE
FLEXOLYTE
FIELD SERVICE
CAP

DESIGNED & MADE BY CRAFTSMEN
For threequarters of a century the name
F. PHILLIPS has been synonymous with
Trophies representing artistic perfection as well
as sound economy. Cups, Shields, Medals, etc.,
are supplied from stock, or to special design.
Quotations gladly submitted.

F. PHILLIPS,
(F. PHILLIPS

and R.

A.

GARRATT)

Wellington Street, Aldershot

FANCY TIES,
SCARVES,
ETC.

MAKERS OF EVERY KIND
OF

FOR : : : :

ACCURACY IN DISPENSING
AND : : : :

RELIABILITY IN ALL MEDICAL
AND SURGICAL GOODS

LADIES' & GENT'S HEADWEAR
Established over 80 years

8 BURLINGTON GARDENS, W.I
Telephone :

REGENT

0582

WALKER & HARRIS, Ltd.
Sun Street and Northgate Street,
CANTERBURY

Ill

Telephone 2785

FRANK J. SANGERS
Jfamilji §nichn
(EX

BUFFS)

LICENSED DEALER

IN

GAME

son.,
art

You can rely upon the
PRIVATE
TRADER
for Value, Courtesy and Service

0

114 NORTHGATE St., CANTERBURY

CIVIL & MILITARY TAILORS
COMPLETE OUTFITTERS

i7ofkojb

TELEPHONE

2566

CLOTHES WHICH BEAR THE
AUTHORITATIVE STAMP OF
QUALITY IN EVERY DETAIL
CUT & MADE ON THE PREMISES

WARRENS (CANTERBURY) LTD.
14/16 SUN STREET CANTERBURY

atr

VYE&SON

rfke EXehtiS'k. Q/oee/r
SINCE 1817 - BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY

FORM OF LEGACY

*

(to be included in a will, or as a qodicil thereto).

I BEQUEATH to the Colonel for the time being of The Buffs, the sum
of £

:

:

free from legacy duty, in aid of the general objects

of the Central Fund (Colonel of The Buffs), for which legacy the Receipt of
such Colonel shall be a sufficient discharge to my Executors.
*

Signature

:....

THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment).
The Dragon.

In each of the four corners the United Red and White Rose ensigned with the Imperial Crown..

Agents—Lloyds|Bank, Ltd., Cox's &^King's Branch.

Regimental Journal—"gTheJDragon,", Canterbury.

Regimental Association—The Past and Present Association, The Buffs, Canterbury.
Allied Regiment of The Canadian Army.
The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada.
ColonelmChief
His Majesty Frederik IX., King of Denmark
Colonel
MajorGenerallHon.JP. G.JScarlett,!C.B.f M.C., ret. pay, p.s.c.
Officer Comdg. 3 P.T.C. Canterbury—Ft.Col. J. F. Connolly, D.S.O.
„
„
Depot The Buffs, Canterbury—Major R. W.f Edmeades.

...

23/12/47
4/6/43

...

Regular and Militia Battalions.
Uniform—Scarlet. Facings—Buff.
Cadre 1st Battalion (3rd Foot)—Canterbury. 2nd Battalion (3rd Foot)—S.E.A.L.F.
3rd Battalion (East Kent Militia)—Canterbury

4th Battalion (Canterbury).
SthlBattalion (lifabeyance).

Territorial Army Battalions.
Hon. Colonel ... Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D.
Col.*R.2B.*Burns, T.D.,*D.L.
Hon. Colonel

LIEUTENANTCOLONELS.

Leave pending retirement.
T/Brig., Staff, Overseas.
T/Col., Staff, Overseas.
T/Brig.. War Office.
T/Col., Staff U.K.

|
A lien, E. H.
§Rice, N. D
(Hall, E. F., M.C. ...
Boucher, V., C.B.E....
Nicholson, J. G., C.B.E.

MAJORS.

Rose, A. J. D., O.B.E.
King, J. E., D.S.O
Knocker, H. S.
Coates, D. C.
Airv, E. A. ...
Bruce, E. P. C., M.C.
LyndenBell, P. T. G.
Dewar, M. P. D., M.B.E. ...
Parry, E. W. B
Spear, T. H., O.B.E.
Parry, R. F., M.C
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O. ...
Williams, H. P
Connolly, J. F., D.S.O.
Craig, B. H
Reeves, N. R.
Tuff, C. R
Jelf, A. G
,
Craddock, R. W., D.S.O.,
M.B.E
Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E.
Grace, H. R....
Scott, E. S., M.B.E.
Harris St. John, B. J.
Lewis, P. J. ...
Bailey, N. T.
Edlmann E. L C., M.C. ...
Edmeades, R. W. ...
Rawlings, A. C.
Horley, B. M.

T/Col., Staff, Overseas.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, U.K.
T/Lt.Col., H.Q. Malaya Command.
Polish Resettlement Corps.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, U.K.
T/Lt.Col.
2nd Bn.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas.
T/Lt.Col., 2nd Bn.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas.
T/Lt.Col., War Office.
T/Lt.Col., 4th Bn.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas.
T/Lt.Col., 3 P.T.C.
2nd Bn
T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas.
T/Lt.Col., War Office.
Staff, Overseas.
T/Lt.Col., War Office.
2nd Bn.
Staff, Overseas.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas.
2nd Bn.
H.C. Bde., TX.
2nd Bn.
2nd Bn.
Depot.
Staff, Palestine.
Leave, U.K.
CAPTAINS.

Ravenhill, R. A. C
Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E. .
Samuelson, J. P.TV.; M.C.
Dendy, R. H.
Lucas, T. P. ...
Norris, N. F. H. C. ...
Majendie, A. E.
Harbord, K. P. G. ...
Blaxland. W. G.
Gay, A. W
Bossom, C. ...
§ Sufernuinary.
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O.
Hews, G. R. D., M.C.
Proctor, G. A. H., M.C
Taylor, N. G. N.
Butcher, D. A. T.
Gurney, A. H.
Tilleard, J.

T/Maj., Staff, U.K.
T/Maj., 2nd Bn.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, U.K.
T/Maj., Staff, Overseas.
T/Maj., 3 P.T.C.
T/Mai., Staff, Overseas.
T/Maj., 2nd Bn.
Staff, U.K.
T/Maj., 2nd Bn.
K.A.R.
3 P.T.C.

Unit or Appointment

Name

Unit or Appointment

Natnel

1/8/46
5/12/45

Montgomery, D.
Lindley, P. A. N.
Morgan, F. de R., M
Poulsen, N. D.
Cox, E. G., M.C.
Collins, H. A.
Critchley, L- P.
McGrath, B., M.C.
Critchton, R. F.
Worts, J. B., M.C.
Semmence, R. G. H

CAPTAINS—continued.
... T/Maj., Staff, U.K.

.

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

Staff, Overseas.
2nd Bn.
Language Course, China.
4th Bn.
T/Maj., Staff, U.K.
H.C. Bde., T.C.
T/Maj., Student, Staff College, Camberley
T/Maj., Student, Staff College, Camberley
Staff, Overseas.
T/Maj. Tochi Scouts, Miranshah,
Pakistan.

May, J. F. ...
HX. Bde., T.C.
Court, D. N
... T/Maj., Staff, Overseas.
GordonWilson, N. F.
... Staff, Overseas.
Nash, Jfc P
ffrench Blake, M. A. O'. . . . . 3 P.T.C,
LIEUTENANTS.

Hadshar, R. G.
...
Iliffe, R. O
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
Barrett, D. P. R. ...
McDonald, E. W.
Marshall, F
Dent, J. E. ...
Dubois, G. E.
Harley, D. B.

... T/Capt., War Office.
... H.C. Bde., T.C.
... T/Capt., B.A.O.R.
... 3 P.T.C.
... T/CapJ.i 2/1 Gurkha Rifles Abbottabad
... T/Capt., B.M.M., Greece.

Peckham, A. D.
Johnson, T. S.
Thorneycroft, F. E....
Squire, S. J
Wilson, P. F.
Hamilton. C. M.
Willows, D. A.
Gatehouse, H. R.

...
...
...
...
...
...

Howe, L- G. ...
Phillips, L- M.
Griffin, C. T....
Hurst, A. J. B."
Webber, J. W.
Pirn, A. H. E.

...
...

T/Maj., H.Q. Malaya Command.
T/Capt., Indian Military Academy,
Dehra Dun.
2nd Bn.
Staff, Overseas.
Staff, Overseas.
H.C. Bde., T.C.
2nd Bn.
2nd Bn.

;;; S P.T.C.
2ND
...
...
...

LIEUTENANTS.

W.S./Lt., Basic O.C.T.U., U.K.
W.S./Lt., Malaya.
T./Capt., attached Wiltshire Regiment.

... T/Capt. 2nd Bn.
... W.S./Lt. 2nd Bn.
QUARTERMASTERS.

Martin, H. J., M.B.E.
Ricketts, G. A.
Ransley, P. W., M.B.E.
Williams, L- J.

...
...
...
...

Maj. (Q.M.), H.C. Bde., T.C.
Maj. (Q.M.), 3 P.T.C.
T/Maj., School of Chemical Warfare.
T/Maj. (Q.M.), 2nd Bn.

4th Battalion.

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL.
MAJORS.

CAPTAINS.

Eames, A. G.
Gore, R. E.
Hannah, W. H.
Hopton, I. J.
Neville, F. G., M.C.
Parslow, L- JPrice, W. J. J.

LIEUTENANTS.

Cox, Captain E. G., M.C.
... Adjutan:
Burt, Major T., M.B.E.
... Quartermaster
Hamerton, Major J. R. (R.A.M.C.). Medical Officer
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'ASPRO' is the quick-working, effective,
modern answer to colds and 'flu. It gets to
work in no time—clears the head, stops the
feverish, shivery sensations, dispels the aches
and pains and the miserable fedup feeling. On
going to bed take a further couple of 'ASPRO'
tablets with a hot drink. 'ASPRO' lulls you
off into a refreshing, natural sleep, at the same
time inducing a gentle perspiration which
helps to eliminate the cold through the pores
of the skin. In most cases you will lose the
cold while you sleep.
It's not problems in the office, but poisons in the system
that get a man down. Now, look at Mr. Jolly. His eyes
are bright, his judgement clear, and as for his energy —
well, what does he care if he has got plenty on his plate.
He takes Eno in the morning. He's as fit as they make 'em
and you can't keep a fit man down. Jolly Mr. Jolly!

Eno's 'Fruit Salt'
for cheerful livers
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and 3/11 a bottle (fax included).
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TO WORK O/V THATCOLD /TOW!
Cold and Pains Relieved

G. B. writes from London, N.i :—" 1
have had a very bad cold in my head
and pains in my limbs. I have found
'ASPRO' have done me the world of
good and in future they will be the first
thing I will go for."

-ASPRO'Averts Influenza
Mrs. G. M. writes from Southgate :—
" I developed a very had cold a few
days ago and am sure 'ASPRO' tablets
prevented me from having influenza by
taking them every few hours."

Made by ASPRO LIMITED, Slough, Bucks

-ASPRO'
AS A GARGLE

Two 'ASPRO' tablets in
four tablespoonfuls of
water make an excellent
gargle for sore throat,
tonsillitis, and act as a
deterrent.
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your N. A« A. F* I*
CANTEEN
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IS SOLD
EVERYWHERE

(INCLUDING PURCHASE TAX)

Obtainable at N.A.A.F.1., Boots Woolworihs Timothy
White's & Taylors Ltd. & all Chemists

The SHAVEX ZEEKOL Co.* Ltd.* 40 Bavaria Road,
London, N.I9
ISSUED

GODFREY

PHILLIPS

LIMITED

Post free
per annum
4/ 6 months
2/ 3 months

A PAPER FOR
THE BUFFS

Write ; Editor,
Depot, The Buffs.
Canterbury.
,
Telephone 2513

MEN OF KENT

Members Association of Service Newspapers.
Advertisement Agents: Service Newspapers Ltd., 67/68 Jermyn Street, St. James's, London, S.W.I.

No. 580

MARCH, 1948

Price: Sixpence

Personalia.
TT is with regret that we learn that the Danish
* Military Attache, Colonel Count Sponneck, is
leaving this country.
His Highness Prince Georg has been appointed
Assistant Military Attache to the Royal
Danish Embassy.
Brigadier Stronge, British Council, has been
transferred from Stockholm to Lisbon, where
he and Mrs. Stronge are now installed. We were
glad to see him during his short stay in England.
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. Guy Lee move to
Wales early in April. They hope to return to
Canterbury in time for the Week.
Lieut.Colonel E. P. C. Bruce is due home
about April 10th, and Lieut.Colonel M. P. D.
Dewar probably by the end of May.
Lieut.Colonel H. L. Cremer has been
appointed Deputy Commandant, Kent Cadet
Committee, East Kent Area.
The free territory of Trieste having been
created, Colonel H. P. P. Robertson continues
with Allied Military Government, his appoint
ment being Deputy Director General of Civil
Affairs.
Major R. G. H. Semmence is serving with the
Tochi Scouts under Pakistan. He does not
anticipate coming home for some time yet.

Captain E. J. Ransley is employed as Camp
Commandant, Tripoli Headquarters.
We regret to record the death of Albert George
Lewis, which occurred on Wednesday, February
11th. He enlisted in the Regiment on March
8th, 1894, and served with the 2nd and 3rd
Battalions, being discharged on March 7th,
1910. He took part in the S.A. War, being
awarded the D.C.M. on October 30th, 1901.
For the information of 2040367 Pte. Broad,
G., address unknown, his life membership
badge, No. 4138, found by another member, is
available on application to the Editor.
Major G. T. D. Hickman, Crystal Springs,
St. James! Barbados, B.W.I., would welcome
letters from the few old Buffs of his generation
who are still left.
Some write to him regularly and he much
appreciates their letters.
Lieut.Colonel R. M. Watson, writing from
Johannesburg, gives us the following inform
ation
.
The Council of the Witwatersrand University
has appointed Mr. H. R. Raikes, principal of
the University, as ViceChancellor in tribute to
the work he has done on behalf of the
University. He will continue as principal in
addition to his new post.
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Mr. Raikes, who is a son of the Rev. Canon
W. A. Raikes, of Goudhurst, Kent, was
appointed principal of the University in 1927 in
succession to Sir William Thomson.
He has had a distinguished university career
both oversea and in South Africa.
In the first world war he served with The
Buffs and the Royal Flying Corps. In 1925
he rejoined the R.A.F. as chief instructor to
the Oxford University Air Squadron, with the
rank of Wing Commander.
C. N. P . Bickersteth, who was in the 2nd
Battalion in Shorncliffe before the war, as a
Sergeant, is in a big business in Johannesburg.

; ej /

J . A. Hoogterp, 1st Battalion during the first
Great War as an officer, is a leading architect
now in South Africa.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
BIRTH

Ransley.—On February 19th, 1948, at Tripoli,
to Maisie, wife of Captain E. J. Ransley, The
Buffs, a son (Roy Desmond).

Future Events.
5th Battalion, 193945. Second Reunion
Dinner of Officers who served with tho
battalion between September, 1939 and
May, 1945, Saturday, May 8th, 1948:
Rembrandt Rooms, Thurloe Place, Lon
don, S.W.I, 7 p.m. for 7.30 p.m. Dress ;
Lounge Suits. Charge 15/6 (exclusive of
drinks but inclusive of overhead charges),
payable to Captain E. G. Cox, M.C., The
Drill Hall, St. Peter's Lane, Canterbury,
Kent. Early notification of attendance,
addressed to Captain Cox, is requested.
Dragon Club Dinner—Wednesday, June
30th, 1948. United Service Club.
Canterbury Cricket Week — Saturday,
July 31st to Friday, August 6th, 1948.
Remembrance Sunday—Sunday, August
8th, 1948.
London Branch, Past and Present
Association, 22nd Anniversary Ball (Run
ning Buffet). London Bridge Hotel, S.E.I,

Saturday, September 25th, 1948. Tickets
9/6 each. Application to Mr. R. J. Collins,
90 Queenswood Road, Forest Hill, London,
S.E.23. Dress optional.

Obituary.
Mr. G. W. Maxted, M.C.
Desl has lost a wellknown figure by the death of
Mr. George William Maxted, of 143 Middle Street,
which occurred in the War Memorial Hospital, at the
age of 73. He was taken seriously ill last October,
received treatment in hospital, returned home, and was
again admitted to hospital, where he died.
Born in Deal, he served in the Border Regiment for
19\ years up to 1912. When war broke out in 1914 he
went to France with The Buffs, and was given a com
mission on the field and awarded the M.C. during the
Battle of the Somme. He served as a recruiting sergeant
for The Buffs for 12 months after the 191418 War,
and retired about 1920 with the rank of W.O.II.
He was caretaker at the Victoria Park some years
ago, and when the 193945 War broke out he joined the
N.F.S. From 1940 to 1942 he and Mrs. Maxted joined
the Civil Defence in Oxford, Mrs. Maxted serving with
the N.F.S. On returning to Deal in 1942, Mr. Maxted
again joined the N.F.S., and when St. George's Parish
Hall was bombed he was caretaker of the Y.M.C.A.
He became verger of St. George's Church in 1943, retiring
some months ago through illhealth. He also represented
The Buffs on the Committee of the local Call for Work,
and Occupation.
One of his last wishes was that his medals should be
given to The Buffs Museum, and these have been
accepted.
Mr. Maxted leaves a widow, five sons, and a grandson.
Three sons are married.
The interment at Deal Cemetery was preceded by a
service in St. George's Church, when the Vicar (the Rev.
H. Cuninghame Paxon, M.A.) officiated. The simple
service included Mr. Maxted's favourite hymn, Abide with
Me, Mr. F. W. Hughes, F.R.C.O., being at the organ.
The family mourners were : Mr. J. Maxted and Mr.
R. Maxted (sons) ; Mr. and Mrs. W. Maxted (son and
daughterinlaw) ; Mr. and Mrs. Edward Prescott (step
son and daughter) ; Mr. Ernest Prescott (stepson) ;
Mr. P. Prescott (grandson) ; Mr. A. Maxted (brother) ;
Mrs. N. Bartlett (sister) and daughter ; Mrs. Hammond
(friend).
Others present included : Messrs. A. J. G. Marsh
and J. P. Catt (Churchwardens) ; the Rev. W. E.
Daniels, Mr. G. W. Langstaff, Miss Smith, Mesdames
Noble, Goodban, Hadley, Dimmer (I.O.G.T.), Mr. C.
Hare (Past and Present Association, The Buffs), Mrs.
Powell, Mr. G. Powell, Mesdames Thresher, J. P. Catt,
Paxon, Mr. E. G. Denne, Mesdames Wells, Senr., Wells,
Junr., B. Bradshaw, Wallbank, Clibben, Marsh, Jewson,
Smee, Pascoe, Hunter and Twyman, Mr. G. Kingsford,
and Mrs. Hulke and Mrs. East (The Buffs Ladies' Guild).
Those present included members of the M.U. and St.
George's Guild.
The many floral tributes included those from the
Men's and Women's Branches, Past and Present
Association, The Buffs, and the Vicar and Congregation,
St. George's Church.
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Mr. J. E. E. Finnis
Mr. James Edward Ernest Finnis (53), of 2 Sea view,
Dover Road, Upper Walmer, died in Deal Hospital.
A native of East Langdon, Mr. Finnis served with
The Buffs during the 191418 War, and, after being
invalided out, with the Merchant Service. He came to
Walmer in 1941, and served with the Home Guard
during the recent war. Mr. Finnis was employed by
Messrs. Turner and Watts, of Deal, until 12 months ago.

The Buffs War Memorial Fund,
193945.
DONATIONS

Miss O. Tomlinson
Major and Mrs. E. Chambers
Mr. E. T. Trevor
Total to date

The funeral was held at Ripple Parish Church (where
he was verger in 1940), the Rector (the Rev. H. E.
Ward) officiating.
Immediate mourners were : Mrs. Finnis (widow) ;
Messrs. Jim, Vic and Peter Finnis (sons) ; Miss Jean
Finnis (daughter) ; Mr. and Mrs. Albert Finnis (son
and daughterinlaw) ; Messrs. Tom and Harry Finnis
(brothers) ; Mrs. Waters (sister) ; Mrs. Tilley Ritty
and Mrs. Mollie Howes (sistersinlaw) ; Mrs. Wakefield
(aunt) ; and Mrs. Smith (friend).
Wreaths were from : His Loving Wife and Family ;
Vic, Maureen and Terry ; Till, Bob and Gordon ; Harry,
Mollie and Sheila ; Aunt Annie ; Nell, Harry and
Betty ; Edie, Albert and Family ; Tom, Edie and
Family ; Plarry and Kit ; All at Windsor, Canada ;
Mrs. Jessie Lewis ; Friends and Customers at "The
George and Dragon" ; Mrs. Hewitt and Joyce (Ripple) ;
The Buffs Ladies' Guild, Deal Branch ; Mrs. Lawrence
and Mr. and Mrs. Beasley ; Auntie Molly (Leelands) ;
Deal Branch, British Legion ; Deal Branch, Women's
Section, British Legion ; Uncle Bill and Family ; Mrs.
E. Amos, Nan and Mrs. Newing ; Rose, Jack and Girls ;
Mr. and Mrs. Wifmhurst ; Old Pal Bill and Family ;
Deal Branch, P|st and Present Association, The Buffs ;
Mrs. Gaunt and Family; All Neighbours ; Mr. and
Mrs. Nightingale ; Teenie and Mary ; Mr. and Mrs.
Bullock.

Mr. F. Law
One of the members of the Volunteer Battalion of
The Buffs in the South African War, Mr. Frederick
Law, died at his home, 40 East Street, Canterbury,
recently. When the Battalion returned home it was
given the Freedom of the City. Mr. Law's connection
with that war did not, however, end then. He trans
ferred to the R.E.K.M.R., and once more journeyed to
South Africa with the Imperial Yeomanry. Thus he
became the holder of two medals for that Campaign.
In the 191418 War Mr. Law was again posted
overseas, but this time to India. In civilian life he was
employed by Messrs. Clarke and Wyver, builders, of
Canterbury. Both his wife and he were natives of the
City. He was 68 years of age.
The funeral service was conducted at Canterbury
Cemetery by the Rev. D. J. Pharoah, and the family
mourners were : The widow, Messrs. R., F., R. G. and
D. Law (sons), Mrs. E. Davies (daughter), Mr. and
Mrs. I. Johncock (soninlaw and daughter), Mrs. W.
Fassum (daughter), Mrs. J. Baker (sisterin law), Mrs.
Moon (sister) and Mr. R. Law (brother).
Amongst those also present was Mr. F. Sangers,
representing the l/4th Battalion, The Buffs.
There were piany beautiful floral tributes.
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10 0
1 0 0
1 4 0
£2,145
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Sandhurst Chapel Memorial Fund.
DONATIONS

Lieut.Colonel F. P. C. Bruce
Major B. H. Craig
Major A. E. Majendie...
Captain W. G. Blaxland
Captain J. W. Webber
Captain C. A. McGrath
Lieut. A. H."E. Pirn ...
2/Lieut. M. B. A. Watney
2/Lieut. H. Rock de Besombes

£ s. d.

10

10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10

0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Regimental History Fund,
February, 1948.
DONATIONS

Miss O. Tomlinson
Major E. Drysdale
Lieut.Colonel H. P. Williams
Colonel H. Waddell
Major H. E. Chambers
Mr. H. G. West
Mrs. Mantel (Folkestone Ladies' Guild)
Mr. A. W. Hodges
Ca|rtain Delves
Mr. J. E. Wills
Major Ransley...
Major G. R. D. Hews...
Lieut.Colonel L. C. A. Messel
Major C. V. Wattenbach
Captain R. Maurice Hill

£ s. d.
10 0
10 0

2

2

2

2
2
2
2

0
0
0
0

2
2

0
0

1
1

0
0
10
1 1
10

0

0

0
0
0
0
0

0

"B" Company 12 I.T.C. Reunion.
REUNION of several past members of
Company 12 I.T.C. was held on Satur
day, February 28th, at the Chevrons Club,
London.
Those present were E. V, Argles, C. H.
Hatcher, J. Cox, S. Hunt, R. Kinnon, W.
Milne, J. Sparke, Spirey, P. Morris, H. Newton,
G. Rowe, J. Schneider and E. Simms. Regrets
for absence were received from L. Ingram,
R. Day, H. Wingfield, J. Everett and E. Justice.
Considering that many of us are now rather
scattered, the numbers who turned up at the
first meeting were very encouraging.
The Chevrons Club made excellent arrange
ments, providing a very good buffet supper
A

continued, on p. 64.
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The Buffs Golfing
Society
DY the time the next issue
^of The Dragon appears, the
Army Meeting to take place at
Sandwich during April 21st
24th will be a thing of the past.
So the time is now to wish
our Regimental team, win or
lose, the happiest of meetings.
Here are their names :—Lt.
Colonels N. R. Reeves and
E. S. Scott, and Majors H. R.
Grace and D. Montgomery—a
strong combination which,
given a kindly draw, and the
inspiration to bring the very
best out of their respective bags, will surely go
far, if indeed not bring the InterUnit Champion
ship Trophy back to the Depot Mess for a year's
safe keeping. The reserves are Lieut.Colonel
J. Connolly and Lieut. R. H. J. Pacy. As
regards the Individual Championship, in which
we also wish them the best of luck, we hear that
Noel Reeves, the winner on two previous
occasions, is already at Royal St. George's
tuning himself up.
Another of our members in the field at the
Army Meeting will be MajorGeneral R. G.
Stanham, who we think will take a lot of
beating in the General's Cup. There will, alas !
be no "B" Team for the team championship,
nor, again alas ! have our elderly gentlemen
been able to raise a side to compete for the
Argyll and Sutherland Cup. In fact, when the
final count fo the latter took place, there was
none other ready to go on to the tee but the
Captain himself !
THE LITTLESTONE MATCH

It is good to know that a side, 10 it is hoped,
has been successfully raised for the match at
Littlestone on April 18th against the Royal
West Kent Regiment. The certainties are :—
MajorGeneral R. G. Stanham, whom we are so
glad to welcome back to the fold ; Lt.Cols.
j. Crookenden, J. Connolly, N. R. Reeves and
J. R. Willows ; and Lieut. R. J. H. Pacy.
Possibles are Majors H. Collins, D. Montgomery
and T. A. N. Bruce ; Captain G. Mount ; Lieut.
E. F. Bayden ; and R. C. Lancaster, another
whom we are glad to have back with us. So,
by and large, it can be truly said that the
Society is already beginning to rub its eyes for
the great awakening. For the most exciting

part of the whole business is what is to happen
when the balloon goes up after Easter ; as it will
be then when not many short of 1,000 copies of
the revised edition of the handbook will be
sent to both existing and potential members,
and also to the London and provincial papers,
whose support is being sought.
NEW MEMBERS

In the meantime, here are the names of the
new members who have come in with us during
the past month :—
Major H. M. Emms
Major R. Browne
Captain M. G. N. Moore
Lieut. H. R. Gatehouse
Lieut. J. D. R. Kerby
A NOTE OF THANKS
The Captain wishes to thank those who
kindly responded to his request for back
numbers of The Dragon, thereby enabling him
to bring the Album uptodate. This will be on
view during the Littlestone match.

Mixed Grill.
suggestion for more illustrations
TinHEourrecent
journal recalls to my mind the many

first class artists who have served with the
Regiment during my time. For example, when
I joined some fifty years back, both the C.O.
(Lieut.Colonel Hickson) and his Adjutant
(Gussie Geddes) vied with each other in the
excellence of their water colours. Incidentally,
the Regiment still has the painting by the
former of the wreck of the S.S. St. Lawrence
which in 1876 went on the rocks off Paternoster
Bay with the 2nd Battalion on board, but
luckily with no loss of life. There was also
Gregson, whose black and white hunting
pictures were a regular feature in Land and
Water, and who, by the way, is still going
strong down Somerset way, surrounded by
seven grandchildren. And there was Jim
Ronald, whose own irresistible sense of humour
was so prevalent in his work inclusive of his
inimitable caricatures. Later came Firth, as
brilliant as any, and who died so young of
enteric during the South African War. Then
followed Collinson Morley, the most outstanding
of all, and one regarded by many as certain to
gain lasting fame had he been spared in the
First World War. Another was Oliver Mason,
whose work still adorns the top of our Personalia
page. And with us still is Sydney Maiden of
whose charming murals there can never be too
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A doctor's work is always urgent. He cannot afford to lose time
when travelling. Essential workers must have reliable transport —
it's more vital today than ever before. With a Ford., they can rely on
Ford Service Facilities — Ford Dealers, with Dagenhamtrained
mechanics, are always ready to provide general maintenance. If
spares or repairs should be needed, Ford Dealers do the job at prices
fixed by the Ford people at Dagenham. These Ford Service Facilities
mean more than ever before — now that all motoring is essential
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many, for do they not bring brightness and
good cheer into the drabness of this sorely
stricken world ? But what of the story tellers ?
Of these I can think of none, at least none so
eminent with the pen as those whom I have
mentioned with the brush. Perhaps some
reader can fill the gap ?
ALGERIAN WINE

Wonders never cease—a succulent ham from
Canada and, within a few days of its arrival,
the gift of a delicious langouste. Here indeed
was a heavensent combination which
demanded something equally heavensent to
accompany it. So out came a bottle of Algerian
burgundy, a wine which so many cast aside
with scorn and distaste. But how illadvised
this is, for how palatable and "talkative" this
wine becomes if only Horace A. Vacheirs
advice is taken. After having referred to the
brutality of its vinosity, here is what he says :
"Take one bottle, decant it, and add one gill of
lukewarm water to soften and temper it, and
one wineglass of vintage port to give it mellow
ness and "breed". The winelovers to whom
I have often offered this mixed drink failed to
detect what I had done. They believed that
I had given them an excellent table wine from
the golden coast." And that is exactly how
I found it.
THE INVALID

Whilst on the subject of wine, and with one
story invariably leading to another, I am
reminded of one told by the late Harold Findlay
with so much relish. It relates to the dear old
soul in the years not so very long ago when
whisky could be had for 3/6 a bottle and agree
able red wine at 18/ a dozen. Sadly run down
and very depressed, she consulted her doctor,
to be told that her blood was too thin, and that
she would undoubtedly benefit from a glass
of port daily. So off she toddled, rather
excitedly but very nervously to the local
gfocer,' with whom the following conversation
took place :
THE GROCER : "Here you are, Madam, the
very thing. A small bottle of port for a shilling."
"Oh, that sounds ever so lovely", said the old
dear, thrilled to the marrow, and with a tinge of
colour already in her pallid cheeks. "But are
you quite sure", she anxiously added, "that
this shilling port is good for the blood ?"
"That I can't rightly say, Madam. But it's
bloody good port for a shilling !"
So off went the old dear, a little lightheaded,
to purchase a wineglass, and to be back within
a week for a 2/ bottle.
H.H.C.B.
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Return to Matruh.
(This should be read in conjunction with the
article that appeared in the Jcwuary, 1948
DRAGON entitled "The First Verbal Operation
Instruction of the War 193945".)
THE intention of the Commander of the
* Eighth Army at the Battle of Alamein
which commenced on 23rd October, 1942,
was to drive the Axis Army out of North
Africa. This would involve an advance of well
over 1,000 miles. The single line of railway that
ran from the Delta to the Western frontier of
Egypt, and the road from Alexandria to
Solium (both later extended westwards) were
quite insufficient to supply the advancing
troops. So the usual British solution to such
problems was applied. Sea power was to be
utilized, and supply ships escorted by the Navy
were to keep abreast of the land forces, and a
succession of ports opened up to receive the
supplies. These were, in order of advance
westwards, Mersa Matruh, Tobruk, Benghazi
and Tripoli, with subsidiary jetties for landing
at Solium, Bardia, etc. To operate these ports
there was a team of mobile Subareas waiting
in reserve round about Ikingi Mariut a few
miles East of Alamein. Each was complete
with its services, i.e., Supply, Transport,
Ordnance, R.E.M.E., Engineers, Medical, Pro
vost, etc. The leap frogging system was to be
employed, i.e., "A" Subarea would open up
Matruh, and when the advance had progressed
sufficiently, "B" Subarea would move through
"A" and operate Tobruk. Later, "C" would
bypass both "A" and "B" and establish
itself at Benghazi. Finally, "A" would evacuate
Matruh and move ahead of "B" and "C" again.
A case of "the first shall be last, and the last
first".
My formation was selected for the first
objective, chiefly because I had been some
considerable time in Matruh three years before,
and knew it like the palm of my hand, and thus
valuable time would be saved on having to
search for suitable sites for the various depots.
Speed in getting things going was essential, as
time was a vital factor in preventing the enemy
from breaking contact. Accordingly, on 8th
November, 1942, when the final break through
at Alamein occurred, and the mobile troops
commenced the pursuit of the Afrika Corps,
I was ordered to proceed at all speed to Matruh,
reporting en route to advanced Eighth Army
H.Q. "somewhere just short of Matruh", they
having moved just behind the screen of
advanced troops, and ahead of the main body of
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the army. So, leaving the slowermoving part
of my H.Q. and services to follow on their own
under the "A.Q.", I set off with ijiy Staff
Captain "Q" and driver. I was thankful for
my Humber Staff car fitted with balloon tyres—
it was an excellent mover. Unfortunately, the
heavens had opened the night before, such rain
as one never sees in the U.K., and the desert
looked like an inland sea. The road, which is
raised about six inches above the surrounding
ground, was fortunately above the level of the
water, and stretching away westwards it.
resembled a black ribbon floating on a lake.
The water on either side was only about three.
inches deep, but any wheeled vehicles that left
the road had "had it", as the hard deserts
surface turns into glutinous mud under these
conditions. And so, the Rommel hunt was on—
the great rush westwards opened with vehicles
three and four abreast all going in the same
direction. Literally going West were all the
peacetime teachings of march tables, S.P.'s
and hourly halts ! Fortunately there was no v
traffic in the opposite direction. Progress was
by fits and starts, for the inevitable vehicles
that broke down caused numerous traffic hold
ups, as it was not possible to make a detour
off the road because of the water. Every con
ceivable type of mechanical transport was in
this tightly packed mass. One single enemy
aircraft bombing and machinegunning the
column could have caused disastrous delay.
But it did not appear, so thoroughly had the
Desert Air Force shot the enemy out of the skygT
and the ground forces had overrun all hi$
advanced landing grounds. It was a greats
respite from the period preceding and during
the battle, when hostile divebombers combed
out all the country from Alamein back to the
Delta day and night. In fact, the whole
countryside from Alamein westwards for several
hundred miles along the coast road was littered
with crashed Axis aircraft, burntout tanks,
guns, etc. To all appearances, an annihilating
defeat. But most of the Afrika Corps made its
getaway, chiefly due to the torrential rain turn
ing the desert into a swamp and slowing up the
pursuit. The Germans just abandoned their
Italian allies, and beat it ! After about eight
hours going, it got dark, but we pushed on until
we arrived at the top of a ridge a few miles
East of Matruh. Here we were halted by troops
who said further advance into Matruh was
impossible as the enemy had not been cleared
out of it, and, indeed, there were the noises of a
minor battle ahead and the western horizon
flickering like sheet lightning.

Meantime, no sign of advanced Eighth Army
H.Q., and the troops in the vicinity had not
got a clue ! So the opportunity was taken to
have the first meal since a very early breakfast,
and to attempt to snatch a little sleep. Try
as I would, I could not get to sleep, and the
reason why dawned upon me. It was a
continuous drone going on nearby, and I realised
it was soldiers having a good grouse, with the
usual bad words liberally interspersed. In fact,
one particular word kept recurring at about the
ratio of one in four ! Not being able to stand
it any longer, I called out, "Come here the man
in charge of that party". A dim figure was
silhouetted against the sky. "Yessir." Of him
I demanded : "To what unit do you belong that
doesn't teach you to control your tongues ?"
"1st Battalion The Buffs, Sir !" Collapse on my
part ! By an odds against chance, on which a
bookmaker would have offered astronomical
figures, I was about to reenter Matruh along
side some of the same chaps who had been there
with me three years before !
During the night, the situation in Matruh
cleared up, and we commenced moving before
first light. Very soon the familiar Eighth Army
H.Q. sign appeared, and the rest was easy.
Mild sensation, as General Montgomery's
A.D.C., who was also his relative, had just been
put in the bag when he ventured into Matruh—
however—"Could I speak to the D.A. and
Q.M.G. ?" "Yes, there is his caravan." Sir
Brian Robertson is famed for his early rising,
and he was already astir when I knocked on
his door—"Just a moment while I put a comb
through my hair." I had been Staff Captain to
his father, the formidable "Wullie", towards
the end of World War I. So after a few con
ventional remarks about the full turn of the
wheel by which I had served first under his
father and was now to serve under him, he got
down to brass tacks, being a man of few words.
My directive was : "Go to Matruh and open
up the port, railhead, roadhead, and water
supply". The latter had been 100 per cent,
sabotaged by the enemy. In fact, fresh water
was the first big headache, as apart from the
large number of human beings requiring it, the
tanks 'and other vehicles were voracious con
sumers. Salt water is fatal to radiators.
Pending the rehabilitation of the water supply
by the Sappers, the problem was solved by the
Navy towing in water barges into Matruh port.
But it had to be strictly rationed to two pints
per head per diem for all purposes. The austere
Army Commander refused to accept one drop
above his ration ! And so into Matruh for the
second time, early on 9th November, 1942.
How different from the first, when two reason
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ably good hotels were functioning, every
building intact, street lamps, a few shops and
above all, a daily mail train to Cairo complete
with dining car ! Now, not a building intact,
one hotel a heap of rubble, and the other with
four walls and a roof, but not a window, and
looking inside as though a swarm of locusts
had stripped it. Matruh had "had it", first
from the Luftwaffe when we were in occupation,
and then from the D.A.F. when the enemy spent
four months there.
I established my H.Q. at the residence of the
Egyptian Governor of the Western Desert, as
apart from being central and easily found, it
had not been seriously damaged and was the
most suitable. The same opinion of it had been
held by Vizeadmiral Weichold, Kommandeur
der Mittelmeereinheifeu der Kreigsmarine, as it
had been his H.Q. until a very short time before
I took over. He had obviously had to run for
it, as there was a halffinished meal on the
table, and coffee lukewarm, many sacks of
unopened mail from Germany, duly handed
over to Eighth Army Intelligence, beds un
made with silk pyjamas flung about in disarray,
etc. Last but not least, a photograph of the
Admiral pinned up over the office desk ! All
this brought home to one how the tables had
been turned at long last. For the first time
even high ranking Boche commanders had had
to flee helter skelter. But they had found time
to foul the place, whatever else they had not
waited to do. This was routine whenever the
Axis armies were withdrawing.
The personal hygiene problem was solved
by the fact that the sea was warmer .than the
air, and one could swim every day up to 31st
December. On 1st January it was so cold that
all except a handful of spartans funked it.
Meanwhile, the excellent South African Sappers
had reopened a limited fresh water supply.
The first 48 hours at Matruh were hectic, as
the remainder of my H.Q. Services, etc., were
caught up in the slower moving mass of the
main body of the army on that single road
with bog on either side, and didn't arrive until
11th November. My Staff Captain and I had
to be "G", "A", "Q" and Services all rolled
into one, and the queue of people waiting to get
rulings seemed endless. To complicate matters,
various untoward incidents occurred, e.g., some
of our coloured troops who had been prisoners
of the Axis were released by our advanced
units on arrival. They (the coloured troops)
broke into an Italian Chianti Store with
disastrous results. Their next move was to a
neighbouring Axis hospital full of wounded
Germans, where they proceeded to smash up
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the dispensary and the operating theatre,
including
priceless
instruments,
Xray
apparatus, etc. It was only in the nick of time
that I was able to get the New Zealanders to
sort the matter out, and save the \younded
Germans from an unpleasant end. One dis
quieting habit of Dominion troops was the
indiscriminate firing of feu de joie with captured
enemy small arms and ammunition, of which
there were enormous quantities in and around
Matruh. For the first two or three days and
nights, this went on continuously, and one's
dip in the sea was uncomfortable, as bullets
fired from miles away occasionally zipped into
the water. At night, the shooting off of captured
enemy signal rockets, dwarfed peacetime fire
work displays of the Crystal Palace. Eventually,
after arrival of my C.M.P., matters quietened
down. On 9th December, General Sir Harold
Alexander visited Matruh for a quick look
round. What a wonderful man—not looking a
day older than when a cadet at Sandhurst or
when commanding the Irish Guards at Gibraltar.
It was my good fortune to continue to serve
under him until after VE Day.
Meantime, the remainder of my H.Q. and
Services arrived, and the layout of supply,
ordnance and engineer depots, hospital, and
setting up of vehicle recovery parks completed.
In my wanderings round I came across George
Ricketts, that great sheet anchor of 1st Buffs,
complete with all his satellites and 2nd line
transport, encamped North of the landing
grhund. From him I heard that 1st Battalion
wore encamped in a palm grove a mile or two
West of the defences on the West side of the
perimeter—defences which the battalion had
constructed in 1939 ! And so to lunch with the
C.O. (Lieut.Colonel SmithDorrien of K.R.R.)
and officers, among whom were many I knew—
John Samuelson, Denis Butt, Dopey Norris,
Martin ffrenchBlake, etc. After an excellent
lunch, we went to watch the rifle meeting. Yes,
the 1st Battalion were spending their short
respite from battle by holding a rifle meeting.
Just what one would expect of them. Very soon
after this they moved westwards to resume their
distinguished career, and continue to add lustre
to the fame of the Regiment as they had always
done in the past, and always will in the future.
It was some weeks before I was permitted to
uproot from Matruh and move westwards.
The lot of a commander of a mobile subarea is
that he first has to build up in all the full
excitement of the immediate aftermath of
battle, and as soon as it has ebbed past, he has
to break down what he has built up, and then
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move on to'commence all over again ! Although
my last impression of Matruh was its apparently
hopelessly shattered condition, nevertheless
from the air one could descry Cleopatra's bath
which has stood so many centuries, and the
wonderful colours in the translucent waters of
the lagoon—indigo, violet, eau de Nil green,
all constantly changing, and providing the best
sea bathing in the world.
D.A.W.

Artists in the Forces.
^PHE Army Art Society, which held its most
* successful exhibition last year, when entries
were accepted for the first time from artists of
all ranks in the three Services, is organising
another display to be held next October at the
Imperial Institute, South Kensington. This will
be the seventeenth since the foundation of the
movement 23 years ago—at first known as the
Army Officers' Art Society—and an effort is
to be made to make the annual event, inter
rupted only by the war, even more successful.
A feature of the last exhibition was the
quality of artistic achievement it showed
among Service men, past and present, parti
cularly in water colours, black and white
drawings, chalk and pencil. Oil paintings and
sculpture were fewer in number, but of good
standard. Subjects were mainly landscape and
figure, but they presented, as Service art
exhibits always do, a wider variety of scenes
and races than civilian displays. British
soldiers, sailors and airmen of all ranks, by the
exigencies of their service overseas, often in
remote and normally inaccessible regions, and
in contact with so many races and tribes, have
a wider choice of subjects than is possible to
the civilian artists, or even the film producers.
Four hundred and eighty works were sent in
last year, and of these 430 were shown, many
of them arousing very appreciative comment.
It is hoped to attract an even larger number of
works for the next display, being convinced
that there are still many men of artistic achieve
ment, past or still serving, who can usefully
contribute to the progressive improvement
that the Society seeks to attain. A good
knowledge of painting and drawing is fine
training of the powers of observation and may
come to be recognised in future as a useful
addition to the qualifications of a Service man
seeking advancement in his career.
The Honorary Secretary, Colonel L. N.
Malan, O.B.E., 2 Iverna Gardens, Kensington,
W.8, will be glad to send further particulars on
application.

Uniforms—Second  hand.
Headquarters, Royal Military Academy,
Dear Sir,
The R.M.A., Sandhurst, has started a Second
hand Shop in order to provide officer cadets
with a means of equipping themselves as
cheaply as possible, but with the best quality
uniform. The intention is that the uniform they
purchase at our shop will be for "second best",
and that they will, of course, buy a "best"
uniform on arrival in their regiment. We are
particularly keen to draw on every source of
supply and would, therefore, be most grateful
if the advertisement given below could be
included in the next issue of your regimental
ournal.
Yours faithfully,
C. E. ROBINS, Colonel,
March 8th, 1948.
A.A. & Q.M.G.
Wanted.—Good quality secondhand uni
forms. Anyone who has a uniform for sale,
which is in really first class condition, should
write to the address given below, giving full
details and the price required :—
Captain F. H. Worlock,
Q.M. Stores,
The Warren,
R.M.A., Sandhurst,
Camberley, Surrey.
The Editor, "The Dragon".
' B ' C o y , 1 2 I.T.C. Reunion—continued from p. 59.

and plenty of beer. It was grand to see the old
crowd again and the general opinion was that
the time.went too quickly. Some of us had long
distance trains to catch, but those who lived
near London and had late passes from their
wives arrived home in the early hours of Sunday
morning, having marched most of the way,
but perfectly happy.
It is hoped that these reunions will continue
and we plan to meet again in Canterbury on
Remembrance Sunday, August 8th, when we
look forward to a very large gathering.
Although all those who responded to the call
were from the Instructional Staff, we should
like to have news of any exmembers of "B"
Company. Spivey is acting as Chief Liaison
Officer. His address is 133 Farndale Avenue,
Palmers Green, London, N.13, and he will be
pleased to have names and addresses. Those
living in East Kent should get into touch with
C. H. Hatcher, 24 London Road, Canterbury.
In particular, we should like news of Company
SergeantMajor Yates, for whom there were
many enquiries.
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A JobFinder's Day
CMPLOYERS in any large industrial town
L^often start the week by trying to fill, vacancies
and may often think "Those exServicemen are
just the chaps to get on with the job, I'll ring
up the Regular Forces Employment Association
as soon as I get to the office and see what they
can .do". They know the Jobfinder very well
because he has made it his business to know
all good employers by calling on them and
explaining to them the kind of men he has to
offer.
In the Association's office the Jobfinder
and his clerk are dealing with the telephone
and morning mail and searching the register
of men waiting for jobs to match them with the
requests made by employers. This is done
carefully or else the employer will lose confidence
and the men get fed up. Each man selected
must then be given precise instructions. Soon
visitors begin to arrive. Some are men fresh
out of the Services and others having had a job
want another. Others again, still in the Service,
come to ask about local employment conditions.
The first interview takes place in the friendliest
of atmospheres for the Jobfinder and his clerk
know well how to make men feel at home ;
by the end of twenty odd minutes a complete,
"picture" of the man has been pieced together
and his capabilities and the type of employment
most suitable for him assessed. More often than
not the man leaves the office with an interview
arranged with an employer ; if not his quali
fications have been noted so that he can be
informed as soon as his particular kind of job
comes along.
The Jobfinder's day is a varied one. For
instance, Brown, who had been out of the
Service for a time, had been placed in employ
ment as a grocer's roundsman. This job suited
him admirably because he liked an openair
life, was given a van to drive, and was not
bothered by too much supervision—the only
snag was that he had to travel a distance to
and from work because he lived some miles
away. Suddenly Brown disappeared, to the
annoyance of his employer, and also to his regret
because he liked him. A few days later there
was a timid knock on the Jobfinder's door.
Brown came in with a sheepish smile. "Ah",

said the Jobfinder, "I've been worried about
you. What happened about that job ?" Brown
replied : "I was sick". "No, I didn't let the
employer know. I forgot to." " Now, my lad",
retorted the Jobfinder, "I'm sure that was not
the reason because your people would have told
the employer. Let's have the truth, because
your boss, though sorry to lose you, is annoyed
with me for sending him a dud." "Well", said
Brown, "Tell you the truth I was fed up.
I stayed away one day and then didn't like to go
back." This led to some friendly advice about
letting himself, the Association, and the
employer down, and after a while they were
chatting away like old friends. Brown's courage
had by this time fully returned and he blurted
out : "To tell you the truth, Sir, my girl didn't
like me working away from the village and
coming home late each evenmg, so I stayed
away." This interview led to the Jobfinder
ringing up the employer and as a result Brown
was on the job again next day.

History of World War I. 19141918.
Military Operations :France and Belgium
1918, Volume V
\/OLUME V of the History of the War on
* the Western Front, based on official docu
ments and prepared by direction of the
Committee of Imperial Defence and sub
sequently by the War Cabinet and the Cabinet,
is now ready. Volume IV was published in
July, 1947, eight years after Volume III, the
preparation of both Volumes IV and V having
been delayed by World War II. Like the earlier
volumes of the series, Volume V has been
compiled by BrigadierGeneral Sir James
Edmonds and his assistants.
A brief note of the Contents is given below.
Price, including maps issued with the volume,
30/.
Volume V of the History of 1918 covers the
last fortyseven days of the War on the Western
Front, from the 27th September to Armistice
Day, the 11th November. In this period all the
Allied and Associated armies, French, Belgian,
American and British, from the Meuse to the
Sea, were moving forward together and the
greatest advance both in breadth and depth
was achieved.
Continued on p. 67
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The German Generals at the Nuremberg Trials.
HTWO books have been published in the last
few months dealing with the trials of the
Nazi war criminals at Nuremberg. The first
(The Nuremberg Trial, Penguin Books) is by
R. W. Cooper, a Canadianborn War Corres
pondent of The Times, and narrates the course
and result of the trials as a vivid and dramatic
news story ; the second (Nuremberg, Chatto &
Windus), by P. Calvocorresi, is concerned rather
with their political and legal aspects and
consequences. Each therefore serves in some
manner as a complement and pendant to the
other ; both, though short, are well written and
well worth reading. Here we shall concern
ourselves only with the portions of them which
deal with the cases of the German Generals and
the German High Command.
As is wellknown, the verdict of the Inter
national Military Tribunal (to give the Court
its full official title) on the two Military leaders,
Field Marshal Wilhelm Keitel and Colonel
General Alfred Jodl, was one of guilty, and both
were duly sentenced to death and hanged.
They were found guilty on all four counts of the
indictment against them (11) engaging in a
common plan or conspiracy to wage aggressive
war, (21) committing crimes against peace by
waging such wars, (31) committing war crimes
in violation of the rules and customs of war and
(4) committing crimes against humanity both
in Germany itself and in occupied' territories.
On the other hand, the Court declined to find
the German High Command a "criminal
organisation" within the meaning of its charter.
With the verdicts on Keitel and Jodl, considered
as acts of justice, there has been virtually
universal agreement ; such argument as has
taken place about them has been concerned
rather with the expediency or otherwise of
trying and punishing soldiers merely for doing
their military duty as they saw it. With the
verdict on the High Command, on the other
hand, there has been much more widespread
disagreement.
As these books point out, both these criticisms
are based on misunderstanding. The two
German Generals were not in fact tried for
doing their duty as soldiers, unless it is con
sidered to be a part of a soldier's duty to
commit crimes such as "murder of prisoners,
massacre, illtreatment or deportation to slave
labour of civilians, killing of hostages, and
wanton destructions not justified by military
necessity", to quote only some items of the
indictment. All codes of military law, including
that of the German Army, specifically forbid

such crimes, and lay down that their com
mission cannot be justified by superior orders ;
and the Allies had repeatedly proclaimed during
the War that they would not accept this plea
as an exculpation for the crimes committed.
The two German Generals' defence was that
they could not avoid compliance with Hitler's
orders enjoining these crimes ; that in Nazi
Germany resignation, the ordinary resort of a
Commander who disagrees with the wisdom or
practiability of his orders, would have meant
death ; and that they best they could do and
did, was covertly to disregard or disobey these
criminal orders. But in Keitel's case, irrefutable
evidence was brought forward showing that
in many instances he openly approved of them,
insisted on their fulfilment, and overrode every
plea of leniency ; and his guilt was clear. Jodl's
defence was abler and more persuasive, but he
failed to rebut or evade similar evidence, less
plentiful but equally damning, of complicity in
and approval of these crimes, with part
responsibility for which he was charged. Indeed,
it is difficult to see how either defendant could
have been acquitted without sanctioning by
implication the inequitable doctrine of one law
for the highlyplaced and powerful officer who
orders criminal acts and another for the lowly
subordinate who actually commits them. Of
the two, the responsibility of the former is
surely the greater ; and whatever sympathy
anyone can be found to muster up for criminals
of this type should be bestowed on the latter—
unless it be assumed that the less pleasant
alternative of the "disobedience or death"
dilemma is for common soldiers only, not for
Generals, and that highlyplaced officers, as
Mr. Galvocorresi puts it, "could get away
with things that nobody else could get away
with—a modern form of benefit of clergy
substituting the right to wear uniform for the
ability to recite a psalm".
The other decision of the Court on the matter
of the guilt of the German High Command,
though generally anticipated by observers, and
fully justifiable from the strictly legal point of
view, was more questionable and more
questioned. The judgment of Lord Justice
Lawrence, the President, under this head made
it clear that this verdict was not to be con
sidered as an exoneration of Prussian militarism.
German soldiers, he said, "have been a disgrace
to the honourable profession of arms"; they
actively participated in all these crimes, or sat
silent and acquiescent, witnessing the com
mission of crimes on a scale larger and more
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shocking than the world has ever had to
misfortune to know". He held that any of them,
"where the facts warranted", could and should
be tried and, if found guilty, punished ; but
he considered that individual trials would
accomplish the purpose for which the Tribunal
had been set up than a declaration of criminality
against the High Command, which was not an
"organisation" nor "a group" within the terms
laid down by its Charter and differed little, if
at all, from similar forms of organisation in
other armies.
The authors of the two books under review
appear to differ in their views on this matter,
in the sense, however, that while Mr. Cooper
presses no definite personal opinion one way or
the other, Mr. Calcocorresi heartily disapproves
of the Court's verdict, not from the strictly
legal point of view, but rather from that of
policy. He quotes in a long appendix from the
speech for the prosecution of BrigadierGeneral
Taylor, of the American delegation, who
declared the evidence against the group of the
German High Command, of which Keitel and
Jodl were in the dock partly as representatives,
to be "complete and compelling" and affirmed
that the High Command "which had been a
historical force and one still to be reckoned
with" was "more than a group—a class,
almost a caste, a course of thought, a way of
life. Is the world now to be told that there is
no such group ?—that German Warlords
cannot be judged because they were a bunch
of conscripts?". The wellspring of German
militarism, which had caused such destruction
throughout the world was the group of pro
fessional military leaders known as "the German
General Staff", and the exposure and dis
crediting of this group through the declaration
of criminality was far more important than
the fate of "the uniformed individuals in the
box, or of the other members of this group or
individuals". "What is really at stake is not
the lives of these particular men, but the future
influence of the German General Staff within
Germany, and consequently on the lives of
people in all countries." And Mr. Galvocorresi
agrees; "The German Officer Corps is not
dead. So long as it survives as the embodiment
of German militarism, it is a menace to the
peace of Europe and the peace of the world.
If the exofficers of the old German Army,
many of them sincere, intelligent, and in
dustrious men, succeed in rebuilding their
country, they are only too likely to do so on
the pattern of the Second and Third Reich
which they knew, understood, and cherish.
And that will be an evil thing for Europe and
for peace."
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The reader of these two books, then, will
have to choose for himself whether he prefers
to take his stand with the judges of the Inter
national Military Tribunals, who held that they
must be bound by the strict legal letter of their
Charter, or with the prosecuting counsel, who
pleaded that the matter of primary importance
was to recognise the guilt of the German
military organisation as bearing the chief
responsibility for the war. For the hrst it may
be said that justice must not only be, but
appear to be, just; that the accused should
always have the benefit of any doubt which may
arise ; and that the utmost care must be taken
when, as in this case, ,a great precedent for
future international legal procedure is being
set, that such precedent should be unassailable
not only in law but in equity. It may also be
pleaded that, in these days when in so many
countries law has been and is being openly and
avowedly placed in subservience to politics,
the value of strict adherence to its letter in so
highly contentious and vital a case is especially
great. On the other side it may be said that it
does no service to the cause of justice to allow
the obviously guilty to evade it on nice
technicalities compenhensible only to lawyers,
and that such a procedure tends merely to
confirm the opinion, not confined to Mr. Bumble,
that "the laV is an ass" and may serve as an
excuse for mob rule and other traverseties of
justice with more dignified titles, but no less
ugly and reprehensible.

History of World War 1. 19141918.—continued from
p. 65

Thanks to American cooperation, although
the margin of numerical Superiority was not very
great, the enemy was attacked simultaneously
all along the front, the great final offensive by
thirteen armies, including two American,
beginning with four heavy blows in the Argonne,
at Cambrai, in Flanders and in front of Amiens,
on four successive days. Against this huge
"drive" the Germans could not stand, but
gradually fell back, leaving 385,500 prisoners
and 6,615 guns behind them.
To complete the picture, an account of what
was going on behind the enemy front and of
the political events preceding the German
collapse is given from German sources.
After "Reflections" on the campaign, the
volume closes with a 36page "Retrospect of
the whole War.

68

THE

D kR
AGON


Regimental Gazette.
THIRD SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE
OF TUESDAY, 10TH FEBRUARY, 1948, DATED
13TH FEBRUARY, 1948.
REGULAR ARMY.
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (War Subs. Lt.) Antony

Hugh Edward Pim (364160) from Emerg.
Commn. to be 2nd Lt., 14th February, 1948,
with seniority 10th December, 1947.
SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE
OF TUESDAY, 17TH FEBRUARY, 1948, DATED
FRIDAY, 20TH FEBRUARY, 1948.

The War Office, 20th February, 1948.

The following officer is awarded the
Long Service and Good Conduct Medal
(Military) without gratuity :—
The Buffs.—Lt. (now Hon. Capt.) J. W.
Taylor (183891).
FOURTH SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE
OF FRIDAY, 20TH FEBRUARY, 1948, DATED
TUESDAY, 24TH FEBRUARY, 1948.

THE

REGULAR ARMY.
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION.
BUFFS.—Capt. J. N. Ba* (375570)

resigns his commission, 31st January, 1948.
REGULAR ARMY.
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS.

THE BUFFS.—14189209 Cadet Basil Carter
Sharp (379291) to be 2nd Lt., 10th May, 1947.
(Substituted for the notifns. in Gazette
(Supplements) dated 20th June, 1947 and 26th
December, 1947.)
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF
TUESDAY, 24TH FEBRUARY, 1948, DATED
FRIDAY, 27TH FEBRUARY, 1948.
REGULAR ARMY.
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION.
THE BUFFS.—The notifn. regarding Capt.
D. H. Beale (219824) in Gazette (Supplement)
dated 16th May, 1947 is cancelled.
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF
FRIDAY, 27TH FEBRUARY, 1948, DATED
TUESDAY, 2ND MARCH, 1948.
REGULAR ARMY.
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS.
THE BUFFS.—War Subs. Lt. E. Baker 
(247188) relinquishes his commn., 3rd March,
1948, and is granted the lion, rank of Capt.

SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE
OF TUESDAY, 2ND MARCH, 1948, DATED FRIDAY,
5TH MARCH, 1948.
REGULAR ARMY.
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS.
THE BUFFS.—War Subs. Capt. (Qr.Mr.) H.
Butcher (322242) to be Capt. (Qr.Mr.), 1st
November, 1947.
War Subs. Lt. W. Brown (354389) relin
quishes his commn. on account of disability,
5th March, 1948, and is granted the hon. rank
of Capt.
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF
FRIDAY, 5TH MARCH, 1948, DATED TUESDAY,
9TH MARCH, 1948.
REGULAR ARMY.
EMERGENCY COMMISSION.
THE BUFFS.—War Subs. Lt. W. F. Brigstocke
(380575), from Ind. Army, to be War Subs. Lt.,
19th January, 1948, retaining his present
seniority.

Correspondence.
26 Osward Road,
Upper Tooting Park,
London, S.W.I7.
3rd March, 1948.

The Editor, "The Dragon", Canterbury.
Dear Sir,
My brotherinlaw, Captain Erny Carter, is at the
time of writing very ill, and has been for some little
while past. On his behalf and in conformity with his
expressed desires, I thank very sincerely the vast number
of old comrades of all ranks who Visited him in Canter
bur) Hospital, have written to him cheery letters or
made enquiries. It did not seem possible that so many
friends would have rallied round him but it shows that
the Buff spirit amongst old Buffs has never waned.
He has wanted for nothing that a pal could do for him
or take him. I hope at a future date to write a more
personal touch on this great comradeship so magnificently
exercised and so generously carried out. Will all who
through their love and affection for Erny Carter have
done so much to ease his pain accept his very grateful
thanks,
;
Yours faithfully,
J. E. ENRIGHT.

26 Osward Road,
Upper Tooting Park,
London, S.W.17.
4th March, 1948.

The Editor, "The Dragon", Canterbury.
Dear Sir,
I enclose a copy of a letter sent to Captain Carter
typical of the many he has received and shall be pleased
if you can find space for it in your correspondence
column.
Yours sincerely,
J . E. ENRIGHT.

*
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2 Arkley Street,
Dundee,
Scotland.
23rd February, 1948.
My dear old Friend (Captain Erny Carter),
I have just received word from your brotherinlaw
mentioning the fact you were ill at home and very
thoughtfully sent along your address. You may rest
assured I'm extremely sorry indeed and wish you a
speedy recovery and whatever you do, don't allow your
illness to get you down ; keep up a good heart and
naturally, you are aware that you are still a Buff and
one of a first class stock at that. I well remember the
first meeting I had with your dear Dad. It was just
after 11 p.m. on the night of the 1st September, 1885,
reporting my arrival on transfer from the Argyle and
Sutherland Highlanders, claimed by an elder brother.
Oh, what an awful journey I had. Well, Ernie, I took
to your Dad from the very first couple of words he so
kindly spoke. He sent the N.C.O. who was with me
with instructions to the Sergeants' Mess to prepare a
good meal for me. Not many SergeantMajors in those
days would have had such a wonderful thought and
my word—didn't I do justice to that meal. Perhaps
you may remember the last time we met. Both then
hale and hearty. It was on Sunday night in Dublin in
1911, at Wellington Barracks and by gum lad, you
looked every inch a commanding officer. Ah, and you
will be again in a short space of time. Now, my dear
old Ernie, keep yourself well wrapped up in bed. All
the lady Buffs you have so near at hand will see to that;
do whatever you are requested re medicines, etc., and
they will have you as fit as a fiddle in a very short time.
Cheerio and again wishing you every comfort and
quick recovery.
Yours sincerely,
JOCK ISARD,

late BandSergeant, 2nd Battalion.
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and enclosed a veiled threat that I was to have a real
rousing time. But it was not to be. Just before
Christmas the Battalion left for Hong Kong and so
I was dished. I had already warned my family that
if I did not return in about a month or so they would
have to consider that I had rejoined under the old
"Duck". Just too bad, eh ?
I visited Taiping a few days ago and looked up Harry
Dibble. He will, no doubt, be remembered by many
of the old 2nd Battalion of Hong Kong days. He told
me that .he had the pleasure of hanging a few Japs.
Lucky blighter, wish I could also have a go at them.
He is still going strong.
I note that Major Enright has resigned from the
Past and Present Association. This is a great loss. He
has certainly done wonderfully well for the Regiment
over many years.
The last time I met Enright was when he was Drummy
to the S.W.B.s at Bulford. He had just transferred
from our 2nd Battalion to take up the post. I have
often wondered how he managed to get back to the old
Regiment. If this should catch his eye he is invited to
drop me a line and tell me all about it. (Now come
along Joe.)
I am glad to hear that my "Singapore Saga" got a
good reception, but I must apologise for a mistake
I made in it. I mentioned the Perak River as being the
boundary between Perak and Selangor. This should
read "Bernam River".
I also omitted to mention that there was another
Buff in internment with us. He was Freddie King, who
will, no doubt, be remembered in Harrismith and Hong
Kong as employed in the school. Also interned was a
son of ColourSergeant Webb (Skipper), who, by the
way, had been a pupil of Freddie King above.
I conclude with best wishes to all Buffs both Past
and Present wheresoever they may be.
Sincerely yours,

Hill Rise Bungalow,
Sungel Siput,
Perak,
Malaya.

To The Editor, "The Dragon",
Depot* The Buffs, Canterbury.

Sir,

"

E. T. TREVOR,

Late Sergeant No. 6394, "D" Company,
2nd Battalion.

6th January, 1948.
\

It is a long time since I wrote you last and I feel that
it is time that I got into touch with you again.
I was interested in the visit by the Band to Denmark.
What struck me particularly was the reference to the
Danish National Anthem. From your account this
appeared to come strange to Bandmaster Salmon.
I was surprised at this as during Colonel Bayard's time
at Harrismith and HongKong the 2nd Battalion used
this Anthem as the Slow March when Trooping the
Colours, and a very fine and suitable march it was too.
Very pretty indeed. I was in hope that this might have
been continued. However, it is not too late to think
of it yet.
I got it over the Radio from the B.B.C. that Percy
Stroud had just completed fortyseven years with the
Regiment. (Old scrounger.) "If you should see this,
Percy boy, accept my best with memories of past days,
and what about dropping me a line ?"
Now to hark back to Christmas, 1946. The 2nd
Battalion was in Singapore, and Colonel Parry very
kindly sent me an invitation to spend the Christmas
with the Battalion, arranged transport for me, etc.,

The Editor, "The Dragon".
Dear Sir,
While driving near St. Quentin, Aisne, on a recent
visit to France, I came upon a small British Cemetery
at Caulaincourt, behind what was our side of the old
Hindenburg lane. I stopped and walked around and
found that some 12 graves were those of young soldiers
of The Buffs, who lost their lives in September, 1918,
presumably during assault on that Line. A few of the
headstones have the inscription "An unknown Soldier
of The Buffs". It may interest members of The Buffs
of those days, and relatives who may care to read this
note, to know that the cemetery is still immaculately
kept and bears every evidence of loving care.
The Cemetery is in a hollow in the midst of the flat
countryside, and from a scenery point of view, the spot
is most reminiscent of Kent itself. That "Corner of a
Foreign Field that is forever England" was happily
chosen for the 191418 Garden of Rest.
Yours faithfully,
E. H. OVENDEN

(tlate 10th Yeomanry Battalion).

«
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The Past and Present Association.
Life Members

InterBranch Darts Competition

FEBRUARY, 1948

1ST ROUND

London Branch.—Clifford, L. C., Pugh, Captain J. B.
Dover Branch.—Woolaston, F. H. C.
Weald Branch.—Osborne, F. W., Morgan, R. C.
Sittingbourne Branch.—Streatfield, F. S.
Margate Branch.—Bett. Lieut. R. M.
Brighton Branch.—Straker, Major J. F.
H.Q. Roll.—Dawson, J.
.



m

Annual Members
FEBRUARY, 1948

London Branch.—Mitchell, C. W. M., Furlong, E. A.,
Judd, C. A., Hubble, A. E., Rees, W. E.

Dover Branch.—Moore, W. S.
Weald Branch.—Hammond, A. E., Bateup, H. W.,

Medway beat Sittingbourne by 3 straight legs.
Medway Branch team :—Messrs. Eldridge
(Captain), Street, Prince, Peacock, A. P.,
Kennard, Daw, Chaney (Reserve) (Puller Out),
Brand (Scorer).
Canterbury beat Herne Bay by 3 straight legs.
Canterbury Branch team :—Messrs. H.
Hogben (Junr.) (Captain), F. Penfold, R.
Styles, F. Terry, P. Holmes, E. Laurence.
Sandwich beat Margate 3 legs to 1.

Brabon, H., Bridgland, C. J., Fowle, W.

Sittingbourne Branch.—Eames, Lieut. A. E.
Ramsgate Branch.—Barnes, R. A.
Canterbury Branch.—Ratcliffe, P.

Ashford Branch.

Benevolent Fund
DONATIONS

Mr. S/W. Mills

£ s. d.
1 0 0

GRANTS

£ s. d.
Feb.

5

1.
1.

10.
10.
10.

13.
13.
13.
13.
17.

0

0

0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 4)

2 10 0

0 0
0 0
0 0

18.

5

22.

0 11
6 0
1 10 0

19.
19.
19.

3
4

23.
23.

0

0

0

0
0

0
0

World War Charitable Fund
GRANTS

Feb.

2.

4.
4.

10.
10.
10.

12.

13.
13.
13.
17.
19.

28.

s. d.
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
2 1
0 0
0 0
2 10 0

2
2

5
4

0
0

13
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

Our branch meeting was held at the Drill
Hall on Saturday, March 6th. Mr. H. Barnes
was in the Chair, with Mr. F. Marsh Vice
Chairman. We were very pleased to have with
us our President (Major M. Bompas), also
Captain Butcher (VicePresident and O.C.
Drill Hall). Captain Butcher told the members
that he hoped to have the bar open for the next
branch meeting, which will put the tin hat on
our Pusseyfoot meetings. Nevertheless, the
attendance was very good, in spite of the dry
period we have had to weather. Now we all
hope that with the March winds to come that
they will leave us with better times, and get the
Branch back to its prewar standard. After the
branch business was over and the sick attended
to, some members who could not stand the
drought found some light refreshment^ just up
the road, but those that stayed at home*enjoyed
a good evening of darts, etc., and were able to
get in some very valuable practice for the
Association's dart match.
Mr. H. Ades having found other employment
which will prevent him from attending our
meetings, has asked to be relieved of his branch
duties, i.e., the Committee and Branch Waiter—
not that he has been overworked at our Pussy
foot meetings.
We were all very pleased to hear that Mr. G.
Constant is making good progress and on the
way to recovery after his long illness. We all
wish him the very best of luck. He informed us
by letter of that old saying with the old Buffs,
"Old Buffs never die".
Now, with the prospects of a great improve
ment down our way and all being well, we
hope to see the Ashford Branch back on its
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prewar footing. Remember that our President
is taking a great interest in the branch, which
I can assure you is a great help. So come along
and show what can be done. But there is some
springcleaning and polishing up to be attended
to before we reach that top notch again.
F.H.H.
LADIES' GUILD

The monthly meeting was held in the Drill
Hall on Wednesday, March 10th, at 3 p.m.,
with Mrs. King presiding.
The* Chairman, on behalf of all members
present, extended a hearty welcome to Mrs.
Hogwood, who had' happily recovered from her
recent illness.
Many thanks were given to Mrs. Beeching
for a useful gift of notepaper, envelopes and
stamps for Guild purposes. Biscuits and a cake
given by Mrs. Ward and Miss Partiss respect
ively realised two shillings for the Guild funds.
Business was followed by an enjoyable cup
of tea and delicious homemade buns, kindly
made and given by Mrs. Coleman.
Once again the Chairman had organised an
interesting guessing game, which was thoroughly
enjoyed by all.
The meeting closed at 4.30 p.m.
E.P.

London Branch.
A meeting of the London Branch was held at
the Prince Alfred, Tufton Street, Westminster,
S.W.I, on Saturday, 21st February, with
Colonel Harry Fine in the Chair.
We were pleased to have with us Captain
Brittain, Major Clover and Tony Mason.
MINUTES.—The Secretary read the Minutes
of the last meeting. Mr. Carter proposed and
Mr. Clayton seconded they be passed as correct
and signed.
CENOTAPH PARADE.—It was proposed by
R. Billings and seconded by Mr. Clayton that
the item be deferred to the next meeting.
CRICKET.—Deferred to next meeting.
A parcel of groceries presented by Mrs.
Billings was raffled and the sum of 25/ was
realised and credited to the Benevolent Fund.
A vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. Carter
and seconded by Mr. Haslett to Mrs. Billings
for her kindness in sending the parcel.
NEW MEMBERS.—Mr. A. W. Davis (1st
Battalion) attended for the first time and was
welcomed into the branch by the Chairman.
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There being no further business, the meeting
was closed with a hearty vote of thanks to the
Chairman.
Our Committee meeting was held on 11th
February at 8 Queen Anne's Gate, Westminster,
S.W.I, with Colonel Harry Fine in the Chair,
supported by Captain G. J. Emery, E. Tong,
W. Hawkins, F. Beard, R. J. Collins, R.
Billings and the Secretary. Mr. J. C. Neale
Dalton also attended.
MINUTES.—The Minutes of the last meeting
were read, passed and signed.
DARTS.—Mr. Collins outlined his plans for
the InterBranch Competition. It was proposed
by E. Tong and seconded by Captain Emery
that a dart board be purchased by the branch
and presented to the darts team.
22ND ANNIVERSARY DANCE.—Mr. Collins
outlined his arrangements for the dance. It
would be held on September 25th at the
Bridge House Hotel, London Bridge. Tickets at
9/ could be purchased by instalments, but must
be paid, for by the August meeting. It was
proposed by Captain Emery and seconded
by R. Billings that the dance be published in
the Newsletter and also announced at each
monthly meeting.
CENOTAPH PARADE.—It was proposed by
E. Tong and seconded by Captain Emery that
the question of holding the parade be brought
up at the next monthly meeting.
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY COACHES.—Tickets
to Canterbury might be paid for by instalments
but must be paid for by the July meeting.
There being no further business, the meeting
was closed with a hearty vote of thanks to the
Chairman.
HERE AND THERE

Cpl. G. >F. H. Drew, 4/5th Battalion, sends
kind regards to all members of the Bell Harry
Club of Stalag 383 and also of his battalion.
R. Billings, 14 Hornfair Road, Charlton
Road, S.E.7, is still receiving names for the 6th
Battalion 191418 Dinner.
R.S.M. "Jimmy" Dray is enquiring for G.
(Chocolate) Taylor 4956, who was at Kilkenny,
Waterford, Brighton and South Africa.
T. Baker (8th Battalion) is enquiring for W.
Maynard (8th Battalion), who was taken
prisoner at Loos. He is believed to have joined
the Metropolitan Police.
L. C. Clifford (5th Battalion) has opened a
snack bar at 514 Old Kent Road, S.E. He was
disabled in Italy.
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We have to thank Major Clover for an offer
of employment for a member. We seem to
have no unemployment problem at the moment.
Only 18 members attended the February
meeting—the snow was too deep, no doubt !
There was plenty of refreshment and we were
also able to sit round the fire. The sale of
Dragons was smaller than usual. It is hoped
more members will purchase the Regimental
Magazine and keep in touch with events and
their old friends.
E.C.W.G.

agreed to have our Annual General Meeting for
the election of officers, etc., on the last Satur
day in April. We sincerely hope to seea large
gathering on that day.
The results of the collections for the late Mr.
Moorey's grave are very pleasing, and we are
now nearly halfway to our target.
In my last notes I mentioned poor old Harry
Barnes, and must apologise for omitting his
address. It is 98 Skinner Street, Chatham.
Allinall, we are quite satisfied with our
activities, and I feel sure that the branch is
going to grow in the future.
A.P.P.

Medway Branch
The February meeting of the branch was held
on Saturday, 28th, at the Brickmakers' Arms,
Gillingham, with Mr. Cox in the Chair, supported
by the Hon. Treasurer and Hon. Secretary.
It wasn't a very large gathering, but there
were some old faces present that we had not
seen for quite a while.
The Minutes of the January meeting were
read, and a letter of apology was read from
"Trousers" Sales, who, we are all sorry to hear,
is down with bronchitis. We all wish him a
very speedy recovery and hope to see the little
man fit and well at our next meeting.
Arrangements are going ahead for our
Summer Outing in September, in the very able
hands of Mr. Wallis, while a 'bus has been
booked up for the annual visit to Canterbury on
August 8th.
We welcomed the Sittingbourne Branch
darts team, and a battle royal resulted for the
right to meet Faversham in the second round
of the InterBranch Tournament. I am very
pleased to record that we were victors by
three straight legs. The winning team was
Tich Eldridge, Pop Street, Les Prince, Tony
Peacock, Kenny Kennard and Bill Daw.
H. Brand was scorer, and Tich was our very able
captain.
During this match, refreshments were served,
thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Daw and Mr. Kennard.
A choice bottle of port was won by Alf
Houckham. Incidently, our team has been
doing great things since my last notes by
beating the Compasses, Chatham, 4—1 twice.
Things are looking up !
A little4 bird tells me that he saw a certain
member heaving armchairs about the other
night. A pity it wasn't moonlight !
As our March meeting was due on Easter
Saturday, it was agreed to hold it on the third
Saturday, i.e., the 20th March, and it was also

Ramsgate Branch
After observation at our attendance at
February's meeting, I have come to the con
clusion that Ramsgate members are more
adapted to warmer evenings. Even Ted
Swendell did not stay after the meeting. He
told me the "wallop" was too cold for him to
sample.
Congratulations to SergeantMajor F. Excell.
His wife has presented him with a son, born on
February 29th. You are lucky, Sir—only one
present every four years !
The 1/4th Buffs very often approach me about
a Reunion Dinner. Local Committees could be
formed. Does anyone at Canterbury know who
arranged the Dinner before World War II.
What I suggest is the following "Agony
Column " :—
WANTED.—Energetic 1/4th Buffs Officer to
organize Reunion Buffet Meal. Those so far
contacted appear either unwilling or too in
firm to undertake such a responsibility. In the
event of no answers, will Lieut.Colonel Witts
volunteer ?
This is only my suggestion, and I believe we
may get some replies.
Now for the meeting report :—
The monthly meeting of the Ramsgate
Branch of the Past and Present Association
The Buffs was held at the Freemasons' Tavern
on February 20th, when the inclement weather
adversely affected the usual full attendance.
Mr. E. H. Swendell presided, and was sup
ported by Captain H. H. Knight (Vice
Chairman), Captain M. Smith, Captain W.
Barton, Lieut. W. Wotton, Mr. F. Rogers,
and Mr. B. E. Knott (Hon. Secretary).
After thanking members for turning out in
such terrible weather, especially Captain Smith,
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who had travelled from Monkton, the Chairman
referred in feeling terms to the illness of
Captain Ernie Carter, and expressed the deep
concern of the branch's members, coupled with
their good wishes for a speedy recovery.
Throughout all battalions of the Regiment,
"Ernie" was respected and loved by them all.
Mr. Knott gave particulars of the darts
knockout competition of the Association,
details of which may be seen in our sporting
columns.
Correspondence had been received from
Major N. G. H. Taylor, O.C. "A" Company,
4th Buffs, suggesting a shooting match between
the local detachment and the Ramsgate Branch.
The shoot was fixed to take place in March.
Letters expressing apology for absence of
several members were read, and Mr. R. Barnes
was enrolled as a new member.
The Chairman stressed the necessity of every
individual member's endeavour to attend the
meetings, and reminded those present that the
Regimental Association stood for comradeship.
The meeting was brought to a close by
refreshments being served by host Dick Atkins.
B.E.K.

Margate Branch
Quite a good muster of members assembled
at the George and Dragon on Wednesday, 3rd
March, the event of the evening being a visit
from Sandwich Branch to contest the first
round of the InterGroup Darts Tournament
for the Group, the winners to meet Ramsgate
Branch, who drew a bye.
The ordinary branch meeting was held earlier
than usual, and business was speedily con
cluded, Captain Tilleard declaring the meeting
closed sharp at eight o'clock. Our visitors then
arrived in strength, and we were pleased to
find that the contingent included a number of
ladies. It was a great pleasure to see so many
of our Sandwich friends, and the old club room
was soon cheerful with the hum of many voices.
Then we got right down to business, and after
a keenly contested match, Sandwich ran out
winners by 3—1, the last game hanging in the
balance  while the final double was fought for.
Well, we were beaten but not, I hope, disgraced.
The games over, refreshments were enjoyed,
the "engineturned" sausage rolls being much
appreciated.
Music and song followed, the longsilent piano
being awakened by musical members among
ur visitors.
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We enjoyed our evening, even though our
"eye was wiped" at darts, and we hope our
Sandwich comrades did also.

Canterbury Branch
Once again the main activity of the Branch
Club has been darts, thanks to the untiring
efforts of our Sports Secretary, Mr. F. Penfold,
in arranging some very interesting games and
enjoyable evenings. On February 21st, the
first round of the InterGroup Darts Com
petition was played at Canterbury between
Herne Bay SubBranch and the Canterbury
Branch, resulting in a win for Canterbury by
three straight legs. This was a most pleasant
evening and many old friendships were revived.
A mixed match was played against the
"Black Lion", Sturry Road. This was not so
successful for the branch, as both the teams lost.
The ladies must be congratulated, however, on
the show they put up as they were handicapped
by the men purloining all the darts and having
to use a dilapidated board, but in spite of this,
their gallant captain was not dismayed, except
when one of her team tried to pin the ear of the
men's scorer on to the score board with a dart !
The monthly meeting was held on Friday,
March 6th, but owing to the very inclement
weather the attendance was rather poor. We
hope for better attendances now that the
weather is improving. It is proposed to hold
an Annual Dinner at the Club on May 15th for
members and their wives and guests. We are
looking forward to this being a success, as it
used to be in prewar days. Details can be
obtained from the Secretary or Sports Secretary.
Provisional dates for the Outings (Men's and
Mixed) have been fixed for June and July.
The destination will be decided at our next
meeting.
The chief pastime now is gardening, which
has in some cases taken the place of crib, but
the "United" can still find some brave hearts
to fiddle on Sundays. It is reported that one
honorary member kept his hands under the
table at a whist drive. There is only one
conclusion, no pennies.
It is with very great pleasure that we hear
that Major T. Burt has consented to take the
office of ViceChairman, and will be officially
elected at our next meeting. T.B. is wellknown
to all members, who will, I am sure, give him a
wholehearted welcome.
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Folkestone Branch
The Annual General Meeting was held at the
Club on Tuesday, March 9th. The Branch
Chairman (Lieut.Colonel C. E. Wilson) pre
HTHE end of our first year
sided, supported by Major A. J. Peareth, the
in Hong Kong finds the
Association Secretary, all branch officers and
battalion once again divided
21 members.
between Murray and Stan
ley, "B" and "C" Companies
The Minutes of the February meeting were
having moved just after
read and confirmed. Arising from them was the
Christmas from Lyemun to
information that the four miniature range
Murray.
rifles which we held for such a very short time
in our efforts to run a team to compete in the '
Christmas was celebrated
S.B. Rifle League, had been returned to "D"
in the traditional fashion ;
Company, 4th Battalion. Also, the team to
the first event was a fancy
play against Hythe in the Group Darts Cham
dress football match be
pionship was chosen.
tween the Officers and
Sergeants on Christmas
Next, the Minutes of the 1947 Annual General
morning. The result is im
Meeting were read, together with the Hon.
material, but a lot of energy
Secretary's report for the past year/ which was
was displayed and some of the ingenious clothes
adopted.
were a source of great amusement to spectators.
Then followed the election of branch officers.
After the match, the brick was hoisted in the
Lieut.Colonel C. E. Wilson and Mr. W. Brunger
Sergeants' Mess. In the evening the Sergeants
were unanimously reelected Chairman and
cang carols at the Officers' Mess—they were
ViceChairman respectively, both gentlemen
made to sing three before they were admitted
expressing their willingness and pleasure to
to the rum punch.
serve. 
Company notes give full details of the Christ
Coming to the Hon. Secretary, Mr. T. Fordred
mas festivities, so I will not enlarge upon them
said he much regretted that owing to private
here.
calls upon his spare time, he found himself
unable to carry on. Mr. Dicky Waddup was
Apart from taking over the guards in Hong
elected Hon. Secretary, and Mr. A. Orchard was
Kong from the Inniskillings, the main military
reelected Hon. Treasurer, also unanimously.
performance of the month was the provision
of the military detachments of a Combined
For the Committee, Messrs. H. Fordred, G.
Hickmore, A. Little, J. Mercer and W. PageV . Services Guard of Honour on December 10th
for Mr. Malcolm Macdonald and Air Marshal
were elected ; Messrs. L. Bryson and G. Cooney
Sir Hugh Pugh Lloyd. The Buffs detachments
as auditors, and Mr. T. Harris as Dragon
were singled out for special praise by the Air
Correspondent, were reelected.
Marshal.
Major A. J. Peareth congratulated the
branch upon a successful year, and expressed
We welcome this month Major Craig back
his thanks to Mr. T. Fordred for all he had done
to the battalion—he is busy taking over the
during his term of office as Hon. Secretary.
duties of SecondinCommand from Major
He went on to give some details of the Regi
LyndenBell, whom we are all very sorry to
ment, and then appealed for all exBuffs to be
say goodbye to on his selection for a G II
contacted and encouraged to join the branch,
appointment in Singapore.
and to enjoy the comradeship and friendship
Football is still going strong ; the battalion
of the Association in its many ways. He asked
defeated Kwong Wah in the first game in the
particularly for the young exBuffs to be "roped
month. In their next game, they acquitted
in".
themselves very creditably against the League
Major Peareth also appealed to all exBuffs
leaders, Kitchee, in spite of losing 8—4. Our
to take The Dragon regularly each month.
other two games ended in various defeats,
(Please give your order for a regular copy to
3—2 to Eastern, and 2—1 to Police. Release is
Mr. Dicky Waddup.) All the news of the
again hitting us heavily, but we shall do our
Regiment, past and present, and future as far
best to build up a new team round the few old
as
possible,
Regimental' Associations—
members, among whom is Captain McGrath,
altogether an enjoyable sixpennyworth.
who joined us this month and who is proving a
tower of strength.
Continued on p. 82.

2nd Battalion.
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The Corps of Drums.

Photo by King's Studio, Hong Kong.

Back row {left to right).—Ptes. R. York, R. Bagatti, J. Epps, Pamment, J. Cooper, B. Pelling, L/Cpl. J. Duffy, Ptes.
D. Chennell, D. Stokes.

Centre row {left to right).—Ptes. G. Moyes, W. Punter, WT Hockham, J. Goldie, G. Bullen, D. Morris, R. Simmonds,
J. Stephenson, I. Tat, D. Harker, G. Field.

Front row (left to right).—Pte. J. Crouch, L/Cpl. J. Tattam, C.S.M. F. Pawley, Captain Webber, Cpl. J. Ray, Lieut.
Colonel Bruce, M.C., L/Cpl. VanRuyckevelt, Ptes. Burchell, G. Major.

During the month, three Officers and fifteen
O.R.'s had the good fortune to go to sea for
two days in the destroyer H.M.S. Cossack for an
exercise, the object of which was to sink the
Jap destroyer Sumire by gunfire. The Navy
entertained our people right royally and in
spite of the fact that a full power trial at 31 knots
into a force 6 wind laid low all but four of the
"pongoes", everyone enjoyed the experience
immensely.
In closing, let the 2nd Battalion take this
opportunity of wishing all Buffs, wherever they
may be, a happy New Year, combined with the
hope that 1948 will see England more pros
perous and the world more settled.

H.Q. Company
COMPANY H.Q,
Casualties inflicted upon us during the last month
have severely crippled our material capacity. Cpl.
Martin Nielson, Pte. John Vangstrup and Pte. Rasmussen
have departed in a veil of tears. We will be waving
goodbye to L/Cpl. Telling and Pte. Mouritzen next
week as they embark per H.M.T. Lancashire for U.K.
on Class A release.
Mouritzen is handing over casualties to Pte. Grange,
to whom we bid a happy welcome. Sgt. Jackson has
handed over to O.R.S. Webb, who is bearing the heavy
strain quite cheerfully.
Christmas went with a swing—a heavy one too. On
Saturday only routine work could be carried out as
heads were heavy and eyes were closing hour by hour.
None of the staff were seen tight, though they all had
their nips.
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Photo by King's Studio, Hong Kong.

Beating Retreat Murray Barracks.

Work seems to be increasing and increasing. It has
been noted by an infamous observer that now L/Cpl.
Telling is going and MacGregor is taking over. The
wellfilled "Spare" and "Miscellaneous" files are
gradually decreasing in altitude and many more
(relevant ?) files are being filled.
This is only the commencement of a drive to "square
up" the office (including staff) and no doubt the day is
not far off when even Mackenzie will be persuaded,
possibly forcibly, to report for duty properly dressed
and with hair in a tidy state.

SIGNAL PLATOON

The end of the month of holiday and high living
finds the Signals back on the job, and working harder
than ever. Some familiar faces have gone and even
more are ready to go in early January, but (sigh of
relief from the R.S.O.) we have three new arrivals.
You are indeed welcome Cpl. Wright and Ptes. Langan
and Delves. We hope you settle down well and enjoy
your service in Hong Kong.
Sports interest in the Platoon seems to have increased
this month. We have played several games against
odd teams in and out of the Battalion, and managed to

beat our great rivals the Cooks 30 thei other day, but
with a population as fluctuating as ours, we need quite
a lot of practice before we can do much against Lillis
and Geordie Cunningham and Co.
Christmas week was a little bit hectic for us. We
started by holding a Royal Signals Classification Test
on Monday and Tuesday, but on Christmas Eve we
really "got cracking" with the decorations.
H.Q. Company had been allotted a large area of the
dining hall to decorate and naturally, the job was handed
to the Signal Platoon. So everybody did their bit, and
the ideas were plentiful.
By mid afternoon the office looked like the inside of
a Jossshop, with "Polly" the proprietor faintly dis
cernible behind piles of coloured paper, lights and
tinfoil, soldiering on, passing messages, and trying in
vain to maintain some order on his table.
"Mich", being the right type for "ladder work", was
made i/c overhead decorations and did a first class job
with rather limited supplies, while the remainder of the
platoon made lights and silver balls, crackers, etc., for
the tree.
The final result we are proud to say was first class,
and our efforts were rewarded by a prize from the C.O.
in the most agreeable form of "Bottles of Wallop".

THE ASSOCIATION OF SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PAGES,
67 68, JERMYN STREET. ST. JAMES'S. S.W.I.
TEL. WHITEHALL 7504.
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HE special gift either for the special recipient or the
special occasion requires more than ordinary care in its selection. Sometimes
it is indeed difficult to find "just the right thing."
The craftsmen of The Goldsmiths & Silversmiths Company have long been
accustomed to designing "pieces for presentation" and will be happy to give
help and suggestions.
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SHAVING NEWS!
Like a barber's razor, this blade is Hollow
It looks different. It is different! Like a barber's razor, the
new blue Pal blade is actually hollow ground. Yet it fits all
popular doubleedged safety razors.
Hollow Ground edge. Pal's durable, hollow ground edge is so
wonderfully sharp you are advised to shave with a light stroke
for the first few shaves. There's no need to pull or scrape—
Pal shaves y6u with just a 'feather touch."
Pal HollowGround Blades are made in Britain,Canada, U.S.A.,
and South America; sold all over the world. Get them at all
NAAFI Stores and Canteens, also at all chemists and barbers.
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VENO S!
A nasty cough cou puff you down.
It's time you took some VENO'S I
You will quickly fee) better as
VENO'S relieves those coughing
attacks, soothes the soreness in the
chest and ends that tickling in the
throat. If you cough badly at
oight, take a dose when you go to
bed. VENO'S is really splendid
for COUGHS, "CHESTY' COLDS.
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COUGH MIXTURE

The FAMILY standby
for over 5ft vea?t

Keep the roots active
and you will keep your
hair! Massage Bryl
creem well into the scalp
with the tips of your
fingers with an action
that moves the scalp on
the skull. Brylcreem's
tonic ingredients will
encourage the hairs' own
natural oils to function
efficiently—c Dry ' hair,
cTight' scalp, thinning
hair and dandruff be
come things of the past.
Brylcreem your hair to
day.
County Perfumery Co., Ltd., Honeypot Lane, Stanmore, Middx.
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The dinner was a great success too. (Judging by the
R.S.O.'s unusual precautions.)
It seems that Lt.
Smith, our R.S.O., had barricaded the door of the
Exchange during his spell at the board in the afternoon.
He says, "It was either that or stop trying."
The remainder of the holiday went rather well, and
we all enjoyed ourselves, as was obvious on the morning
of the 27th, but communications were maintained.
In closing, we say goodbye to "Father" Coombe,
"Captain of the Bearers" Jones and Sgt. Haverly.
The very best of luck to you in civvy street. We'll be
seeing you.
M.T. PLATOON

Again we start these notes, rather oddly, by saying
Goodbye as just two days before Christmas Ptes. Hall,
"Darkie" Willis, Marvin and Grundy left us on the way
to demob. Pte. Joynes accompanied them, having
been picked from the hat for L.I.A.P. (much to the
disgust of the ColourSergeant, who didn't get it!).
^ We would like to wish them all the very best of luck.
* The remainder of the Platoon shed a tear in farewell
and proceeded to drown their sorrows in Christmas
"fare".
The Christmas dinner was extremely good, and the
Platoon party in the evening a fitting climax to a very
pleasant day. (Ptes. Billinghurst and Cocken ably
demonstrating their ability to take up positions in the
Rose and Crown as soon as they are demobbed !) Pte.
Palmieri took the year's honours by volunteering for
Duty Driver on Christmas Day, and performed this
unpleasant task without accident; indeed, the whole
Christmas holiday passed without there being any
(reported) accidents, although, except for Christmas
Day itself, the M.T. was on the job, running ration
trucks, liberties, etc.
Earlier on in the month Pte. Webb managed to back
his truck into a gully so that it was completely covered
from view, in an attempt, we believe, to discover
whether a Chevrolet, using fourwheeled drive could
manage a oneinnought climb. As it couldn't, we
managed at last to find use for the winch on the
Doodlebug.
To finish, we would like to greet all the newcomers
to the M.T., far too numerous to name, but nonetheless
welcome. Our Corporal i/c fitters, Cpl. Graves, joined
us last July, and ever since has grumbled about never
having had his name in print. He is easily recognised,
he's the chap who is perpetually saying, "That truck
will have to come off the road", and has given the
M.T.O. more grey hairs than the thought of signing on.
Another fact omitted from past notes was that Sgt.
"Streak" Giblett joined the M.T. as M.T. Sergeant in
October. He pops into the office at frequent intervals
(not more than two or three days between them) and
has even been known to buy the N.A.A.F.I, break, so
is, in some ways, an asset.
4'A"

Company

Naturally, in December's notes, the month of
festivities, the notes are usually full of the doings of
various members of the Company in various stages of
jollity. This year it seems that apart from minor
skirmishes and damage nobody really distinguished
themselves. Either it was a good beer or performers
were shy and advertisement lacking.
The dinner was a credit to the Cooks and quite a
lively one too. Lads of exmembers of "A" Company
were noticed warming to the task of enjoying them
selves.
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We had a large draft to cope with ex Lancashire, but
they have now dispersed and peace reigns again. That
is if one accepts the Drums as Peace Makers. However,
let's hear what they have got to say for themselves.
Again the Drums have had a busy month in December
and beat Retreat on three occasions with a more
professional air, including slow and quick marching.
Slow march The Regimental Colours, and quick marching
to Mercer with a combination of stick solos. Thanks
are due to the Commanding Officer and the Adjutant
for giving the Drums fund £10 and £5 respectively to
help us purchase the essentials required. Drum heads
cannot be purchased*in Hong Kong, so we are hoping
that the Band will be able to replenish our stock when
it arrives.
In the past month we lost to L.I.A.P. L/Cpl. McAuley
and Ptes. Power and Solly. We hope that they will
enjoy this leave. To civvie street went all our Old
Hand" Drummers, Ptes. Larsen, Fredriksen and Walker
(leaving the Silver Bugle Competition wide open). To
them the very best of luck.
Congratulations to L/Cpls. Ray and Tatam on pro
motion, which was well deserved for the hard work
put in with the young hands. Although the air has
sometimes been blue around Music Hill, the desired
results emerged.
In conclusion, our greatest hour came when mounting
the Guard at Murray Barracks on 1st January and
having marched the Guard to Government House, the
Governor came down and listened to us perform and
I am sure that this being our first public appearance we
were all mighty proud of the fact.
To Taffy Huntly, our "Q" Bloke, now on L.I.A.P.,
we send our best thoughts and thank him for the grog
he left us in the Christmas Draw—two gins and a rum
(bottles).
44B"

Company

The Christmas and New Year festivities are now
over while these notes are being written, and we are
back again at the grindstone. It seems psychological
enough to wonder what we will be doing this time next
year and at the same time call to mind what we were
doing this time last year. Now as 1948 rules supreme
we look to the future with interest.
First we should like to welcome the two new drafts
that have come to "B" Company from England and
Singapore and trust that all "Kirks lambs', Young
Buffs", "Queens Own" and others will become good
Buffs. With them we also welcome Lieut. Grigg and
C/Sgt. Miles. A word of thanks and good wishes to the
Danes who have served Great Britain and the Battalion
well.
Our good wishes go with C/Sgt. Day, who has gone on
L.I.A.P., and Lieuts. Bett and Cullen, who have gone
on release (the former being one of the old members of
1 Buffs), and the remainder of the Company who have
gone home for demob. Good luck to them all wherever
they may be.
On 10th December the Company was well represented
in the interservices Guard of Honour by Queens Pier.
Others in the Company were lucky enough to see how the
"Matelots" live (among them Sgt. Lyons and Cpl.
Jensen) when they remained aboard H.M. destroyer
Cossack when she put to sea to sink the exJap destroyer

Sumire.
Christmas came and went and with it the usual seasonal
festivities. A good dinner was had by all and the beer
flowed. This practise was repeated on Boxing Day for
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those on guard at Christmas, and a good time was had
by all. A hooch that was concocted from some recipe
dug up deep down from the Regimental archives added
lustre to the day and helped to sharpen wits and
tongues. Added to this, Lieut. Byrnes' Christmas Show
and a social evening on Boxing Night filled in the time.
To review the more menial side of life, we took over
Hong Kong guard duties from 1st Royal Inniskillings
on December 17th, and on New Year's Day those who
were unlucky enough to be on guard on a holiday
experienced the honour of being marched to their duties
by the Regimental Corps of Drums.

Support Company
COMPANY H.Q.
Christmas is over. Company Headquarters have
returned to their posts determined to work hard iiT
spite of aching heads and bleary eyes. A good time was
had by all and we are now prepared for anvthing that
may follow.

At long last L/Cpl. "Gee" Siersen has gone home.
It nearly broke his heart to go, but with Cpl. Sid Small
to comfort him he should soon get over it. His successor,
Pte. Fleet, has already found that Parade States do not
always work out right.
We welcome to the Company Captain C. M. Hamilton
and wish him the best of luck. The Companv will be
known in the future as "Our Ladies' Own".
We welcome also C/Sgt. Taylor, and console him with
the thought that after all Support Company is not so
big as the others, so he will not have so much work to do !

MORTAR PLATOON

Since the last Dragon notes went in quite a few
changes have been made.
One can hear C.S.M. s bones creaking as he takes the
daily P.T. before breakfast.
We are sorry to say that Cpls. Pederson and Jorgenson"3
are now leaving us with 71 group and we wish them all
the best in their future life. We also wish to welcome,
our six new members to the Platoon, who arrived on
the last draft from Singapore, and we hope they will
enjoy the time they may have in the Platoon.

PIONEER PLATOON

We have started the New Year in the Pioneers with a
Platoon hardly recognisable to those who left in 1947.
Lieut. Lock has now left us. We miss him very much
for he was liked by all who worked under him. In his
place, however we welcome Captain Hamilton, who;
besides being O.C., 'S" Company, is Pioneer Officer as
weli. Cpls Willis and McNeil are gone, their place being
taken by Cpl. Giles. The Platoon itself is well up to
strength and we have welcomed nine newcomers in the
last month.
On the sporting side of life it only needs to be
mentioned that the M.T. will never forgive us for the
day when we beat them.
Although the Platoon is so changed, the spirit is still
there and we hope to settle down again to a more happv
and contented Platoon. It is more peaceful, at least
now that Lt. Lock has sold his motor cycle.

Beneath Bell Harry,
CEBRUARY opened
i with Springlike
weather and keen gar
deners were
busy
planting forsythia and
prunus in the "Garden
of
Remembrance".
The cold air stream
from Russia at the
latter end of the
month brought further
planting to a sudden
halt, a hurricane of
wind, snow and rain
giving the barracks a
"New Look". As soon
as the plants which we hope to receive from
generous donors arrive, we can continue work
on this garden.
The sporting traditions of the unit have been
well maintained. In addition to a careful study
of Sporting Life, which shows our continued
interest in the blood stock of the nation, we have
been able to indulge in other forms of sport.
The recent Dragon notes on Golf have en
couraged both senior and j union officers to
carry out some good practice. Tests of element
ary putting have taken place over the football,
cricket and hockey pitches, which should help
in future contests.
Some very good intercompany Soccer
matches have been played, and we have
managed to fulfil our fixtures in the Kent
Amateur League in spite of the imminent
departure of the Band threatening to deplete
our team.
The encouragement of the C.O. as a playing
member of the hockey team has given fresh
vigour to this sport, and we look forward to
some good games in the future.
Much labour and good dressings of fertilizers
are being expended on the cricket pitches in
preparation for the forthcoming cricket season.
A total establishment of twentytwo has been
forecast for the Depot.
Coming events have already cast their
shadows before, for our numbers continue to
decrease and we have said farewell to Lieuts.
MorganGrenville and Powell, who have left
to take up civilian jobs. The decrease in
numbers made it possible to arrange a combined
"Guest Night", when both messes met at the
Top Mess and an enjoyable evening continued
until the early hours of next morning.
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The wintry weather of the latter days of the
month did not prevent thirty soccer fans
journeying to the Metropolis through thick
snow to see the Spurs draw with Southampton.
"Time marches on", and the days of the
P.T.C. are numbered. By the time the next
issue of The Dragon is published many familiar
faces will have disappeared and we wish them
Godspeed and good luck for the future. Among
those selected to constitute the Staff of the
Depot on the disbandment of the P.T.C. will be
some welltried and trusted friends of the
Regiment.
Sergeants' Mess
By the time these notes appear in print the MesS will
be sadly depleted, and so while there is yet time, here's
the best of luck to all who leave here. To those who
leave the Regiment we hope they will not forget us and
call in whenever the opportunity occurs.
Quite a large number of the Mess braved the cold and
went to see the Spurs play Southampton on the 21st.
In spite of the condition of the roads the party arrived
in London on time. A meal was urgently needed and
despite protests from a few, ten members sat down in
a very "posh" restaurant. The only member who
could manage a light ale was Buffy, the remainder
settled for a coffee. After warming up, of course, things
were soon back to normal. Sgt. Newton received a bad
shock when returning to the 'bus at Victoria ; "a limb
of the law" pointed to him and shouted, "Come here,
you !" He need not have worried, it was an old military
acquaintance. For some minutes the air was a trifle
blue ; in fact the rest of the party "moved on" rather
rapidly. The return journey was again completed on
time in spite of the blizzard that blew all the time.
The only one who did not get home early was friend
Newton, who took the train—he reached Dover about
three hours after the 'bus dropped the party at the
Guard Room.
The Dance held on 26th February was well attended
and everyone enjoyed themselves. It is not certain
yet whether that was the last ; we have hopes of one
more. While there is yet time, the caterer, Sgt. Shaw,
C.S.M.I. Firth, C.S.M.s Callaway and Champion are to
be congratulated on the fine shows organised by them
since the P.T.C. first opened, and also all those others
who have lent a helping hand.
The R.S.M. is at present on leave ; his move to the
2nd Battalion has not yet been officially sanctioned.
C.S.M. Gosby is answering whilst he is away.
An old friend, Moggy Catt, called in the other day.
He had been to the dentist—it appears that Shorncliffe
has heard of our lady dentist. We are expecting Bob
Barham any day now. Few would suffer dental treat
ment in the quest for experience.
Several members have already left us. Sgt. Closier
is at Shorncliffe ; Sgt. Knight has gone to Honiton and
fresh hunting grounds. Sgt. Olver has found a job at
the Married Families' Hostel at Eastchurch—how do
they manage to get these "Plumbs" ? As long as he
gets no further than babyminding he should prove
popular ; he has a kindly face.
Here's wishing the best to all members both past
and present wherever you may be. These will probably
be the last notes from 3 P.T.C. It's a sad thought, but
that is the Service,

Depot
This month has been even quieter than usual. Leave
has been very much in evidence. Lieut. Bishop departed
on what must surely have been a very well earned spot
of leave.
Lieut. Powell took leave of us for civvy street and
we hope he had a pleasant trip as escort to a certain
Lieut. MorganGrenville.
For three months now we have been saying that we
are sorry that the Band is going. May we dare to hope
that this really is the last time ? Seriously, though,
we shall be sorry to see them go, as the P.T.C. football
team will be sadly depleted. The Band took on the rest
of the Depot and P.T.C. and subdued them by a clear
victory of 31. Previous to that we had another double
figure triumph against H.Q. Company.
R.S.M. Twyman is back again from his job down at
the Drill Hall.
We had an influx of forty Danes from the 2nd Battalion
the other day. They have all gone on leave and will be
waiting here until demob, looms aheacl.
This month should see the closing of the P.T.C., and
many of our friends are already being posted away.
To everyone we would say a very good farewell, and
thank you for a very pleasant time at Canterbury.

H.Q. Company
Outstanding events of February were very few.
A peaceful time was spent, as our Company Commander,
Captain Bossom, managed to tear himself away from
his socalled Heathens and spend, what he describes as
a "useful time" in the Emerald Isle. He returned for a
few fleeting moments, full of the blarney of a leprechaun,
to render Mother Machree and the Bard of Armagh, then
he was off to Shorncliffe on a Law Course.
The weather has been up to its old tricks. March
cajne in like a lamb and really warmed the cockles of
our hearts. So much so, in fact, that even Pte. Hopp,
becoming famous as a Sergeants' Mess cook, found and
even cleaned his cap badge, had what he thought was a
haircut and nearly took his greatcoat off when he
attended Pay Parade, but luckily he remembered in
time that he had not got his shirt on.
Spring is definitely in the air. Pte. Lawless can be
seen dashing down" Military Road waving a Special
Marriage Licence. Needless to say that yet another of
our fair NAAFI maidens has made a most excellent
decision in choosing a husband.
We still manage to field a football team in spite of
losing our first and second teams on Class "A" Release,
etc., etc. Sometimes we win. Other times—but what
does it matter, maybe the Depot does sometimes beat
us 12 goals to 2. Anyhow, L/Cpl. Long is going to make
the supreme effort and has decided to represent us in
the CrossCountry Run. Of course, we have no fear he
will succeed, but doubtless the Company will never hear
the end of it.
C/Sgt. Ingleby leaves us to take over his duties as a
Professor at the School of Driving at Bordon and we wish
him every success, because in the past he has always
managed to "Do" us well. C/Sgt. Moore has gallantly
volunteered to see us through. In the meantime, Pte.
Downing and Pte. Shepard can be seen going around
the Company collecting and burning every piece of
threeply board that could possibly be used to paste a
distribution of barrack furniture on (shades of No, 2
Company^,
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Should any lonely soldier like to know more particulars
of a really comfortable weekend near Manchester, one
of our most distinguished Company members will be
only too delighted to supply further details. Applications
should be made to the Telephone Exchange direct.
Good luck to Groups 69 and 70. They, at least, can
be sure of their future, which at present is more than
some of us can do.

No. 2 Company
We said goodbye to the 68 groupers, who left us ten
days ago. The staff of No. 1 Company wish them every
success in their struggle in civvy street. We are also
saying goodbye in the very near future to No. 1 Company
stalwarts who are leaving us for the rigours of civvy
street; we wish them the best of luck.
Grease adorns the uniform of a certain Corporal (no
names mentioned) who is now back on duty after a
very easy four weeks' prerelease course.
Calling 68 group back to duty as the financial position
of No. 1 Company is somewhat in a state of chaos.
I wonder what "Gordon" would say if he was recalled
to his old capacity (never mind, "Dave", you'll learn
one day when it is too late).
We have seen lately many "Ties" of the "Spiv's"
variety being worn by the New Education Authorities
now taking lessons in the control and management of
infant classes at school. Reports coming in from
Canterbury state that children are dismissing with a
cap salute complete with "right" turns and all the
usual trimmings.
We welcome Sgt. Pendle back to the weapon training
side of G.S.C. I bet it comes as a bit of a shock to you,
Charlie, after being in the W.T. office so long.
Sgt. Forster, shouting his old refrain, "I'm just the
£%&/? bloke for you", is heard once more in the vicinity
of the C.Q.M.S. office. We hope that C/Sgt. Laker
enjoys his well earned leave.
Here's hoping that Major Lucas is enjoying his leave.
His Garden of Remembrance is near completion after
the erection of the Monumental Stone set in place
during the latter days of January, 1948.
Sgt. Knight and Cpl. Partington left us recently on
attachment to R.E.M.E. as Drill Instructors. Con
gratulations, Jeff, on getting your other leg. Also
Sgt. Closier and Cpl. Feltham, who were posted to
H.C.I.T.C. We hope your stay will be a sweet one.
A new face in No. 1 Company area is that of Cpl.
Orman, who after a very long stay in the old No. 2
Company lines, was finally caught up with and placed
on training. Bad luck, Ted, we don't blame you for
trying.
We hope to send at least one more issue of Dragon
notes before the P.T.C. closes down. But if not, we
wish all Buffs wherever they are the very best of luck
in the future.

Home Counties B.T.C.
No. 2 (Drafting) Company
The Red Tape and Seal which are still binding the
instructions with regards to the changeover have still
yet to be broken and the first intake to arrive from
Civvy Street is due in a few days' time. There is an
air of expectancy which mounts day by day. I expect
the powers that be will ultimately let their hair down
and give us the "Gen" and we shall then know the
worst.

A couple of months ago it was mentioned in these
columns that Sgt. Jamieson (Jimmy) was praying for
the Grandfather of all Drafts to come along. His prayers
have recently been answered and after he had finished
on the Muster Parade a couple of weeks ago the only
people that remained were the aged, crippled and
infirm, i.e. Permanent Staff (Pass me my walking stick).
We take this opportunity to warn the 2nd Battalion
that 50% of this draft will be joining them in the near
future with Captain Morgan and Lieut. Squires.
Many who have spent any time with the Company
will remember Sgt. Connolly of the East Surrey
Regiment. All, no doubt, wrill join with me in offering
to him our condolences at the loss of his youngest son.
In a lighter vein, congratulations are in order to
C.S.M. (Georgo) Chapman, who has taken the first
tentative step towards matrimony—engagement to
Q.M.S.I. (Betty) Richardson of the A.T.S. Congratula
tions, Sir. How about giving us the date of the "day"
or am I being too premature ?
During the past very cold spell the antifrost squad
has been very busy and through their timely action
under the leadership of our 2 i/c, Captain Irwin, who
has at his disposal a number of choice words with which
to describe snow and ice, the number of "bursts" have
been negligible and the whole of our lines has been
lucky.
Major Lewis (Company Commander) has
succumbed to the rigours of nature. In other words,
has had a beautiful cold, and not been able to follow
his favourite winter sport of hockey.
However, the cold weather seems to have gone now
and we are all looking forward to another summer like
we had last year.

"B" Training Company
The uptodate nebulous A.B.T.U. is now beginning to
shape on firmer lines. The Queen's Own have arrived
in official capacity, and Lieut.Colonel Macklin has
taken the chair. Last week we had our first intake on
the new lines, with men arriving direct on their "callup"
here for their new tenweek training period. Much to
our relief, everything went very smoothly, possibly
not quite so slickly as the P.T.G., but that will come
with experience. There seems to be little doubt that the
new system of handling National Servicemen will prove
more satisfactory than the old. Before, the men came
here to the B.T.C. from several P.T.C.s, more or less
disrupted in the middle of their training, which had
varied slightly according to the P.T.C., and had to settle
down again under new instructors and in a fresh
atmosphere. Invariably many queries arose which
could only be remedied by reference to their respective
P.T.C.s—lost kit, documentation, unpaid allowances,
many others in themselves trivial points, but very
tiresome to clear up. All that is now obviated ; any
queries arising can instantly be settled. Their ten weeks
training is continuous and uninterrupted, and the
recruit arrives at his unit having been under one training
policy instead of several.
The snag arises, not with the Trainees, but with the
Permanent Staff, amongst whom are now many very
thoughtful faces, as they are confronted with the not
very pleasing prospect of a change in capbadge. The
ruling is now more or less settled that all Permanent
Staff will wear the badge of the Queen's Own R.W.K.
This is, of course, a step which will have to be taken
by most Regular soldiers under the present Group
System, at some time, or probably times, in their career.
To a soldier beginning his service it is not so very

THE

81

DRAGON

distasteful, but to a man who has served for many
years in the one Regiment a change of badge shortly
before completing his tour is a considerable break and
blow. C.S.M. O'Keefe is one who is not particularly in
love with the prospect.
We are very short of both N.C.O.s and officers on the
Permanent Staff and as in three weeks time we shall
have six platoons—three exP.T.C. and three A.B.T.U.—
this shortage, unless quickly remedied, will have rather
difficult consequences. Our Staff, at present heavily
burdened with normal exparade duties, are finding the
going a bit heavy. The Trainees are badged by Regiment,
and we carry on our joint Company with the Royal
Fusiliers, and so we hope to welcome shortly several
new faces from Canterbury ; some are coming from
Hounslow, and naturally we wish to have a represent
ative section of Buffs amongst us. We are glad to
welcome Sgt. Closier and Cpl. Feltham to the Company,
and hope they will shortly be followed by other Buffs
in order to keep a good representation of the Regiment
on the training side.
The A.B.T.U. forms definitely on April 1st, after
which date we shall be in a position to give all the news
and information from the Training Company.

4th Battalion.
T T would be an exaggeration
Mo say that there was a
state of tension between
ourselves and the Com
mander of the 3 P.T.C., but
there is admittedly some
difference of opinion con
cerning the chances of a
certain quadruped named
"Weevil" in the Grand
National. We have heard
from an usually wellin
formed source that the
animal stands a good chance
in the classic race, a view
which we believe is shared
by the Administrative Officer of the Depot.
The Commander, on the other hand, who claims
to have studied the animal's form from the
first, does not share our faith. The little black
book can err, and by the time these notes are
published we shall know who was right.
While on the subject of the turf, enthusiastic
sportsmen will be cheered by the fact that
"D" Day has been advanced to the 13th. Should
any member of the Regiment find himself in
any doubt as to the best Nap Selection or most
likely Double, if he cares to ring Canterbury
3840 we shall be only too pleased to supply
the correct answer. No calls should be put
through on Wednesday mornings between the
hours of nine and twelve noon while the football
season is still in progress, as this is the time set
aside by the C.O. and Adjutant for working
out their pools.

To turn to more serious matters, recruiting is
progressing slowly but surely and each week
sees a slight increase in our numbers. The
Margate Platoon is now functioning at the
Drill Hall in Victoria Road and has got off
to a successful start. "B" Company, after a
slow beginning, appears to be making headway
at Sittingbourne. Any old Buff who is anxious
to join the battalion should apply at the nearest
Regimental Drill Hall or write to the Adjutant
at the Drill Hall, St. Peter's Lane, Canterbury,
direct.
The dates' of camp have now been finally
fixed and this year we are going to Dibgate
from the 10th to the 17th of July. We hope that
the weather will be kind, more especially as
 we have a big shooting programme to get
through at Lydden Spout.
Our congratulations are offered to C.S.M. and
Mrs. Excell on the birth of a son.
H.Q. Company
Once again the rumour column of Headquarters gets
cracking. First it is rumoured that the Band of The
Buffs is to leave us next Monday for a short spell in Hong
Kong (the land of the split skirt—that is what they call
it, I think), so if you see any of the Band marching around
our fair city after that day then they must be A.W.O.L.
Next, with the breaking up of the P.T.C. we, the 4th
Battalion, The Buffs, shall move bags and all to the
Barracks, St. Martin's Hill, to guard our historical city
from any Regiment that should try to invade it.
After a short lecture given by the Adjutant, it is rumoured
that our "Lorenza" is to be transferred to the Orderly
Room as the Battalion expert on pay and bounties.
I emphasise that the foregoing remarks are only rumours,
but I think you will agree quite up to wartime standard.

"A" Company

Our routine for the past month has been perhaps a
little disturbed by the air of expectancy which has been
hanging over the Ramsgate Drill Hall—an expectancy
which has culminated in the arrival on the scene of the
latest claimant to the title of the *4 Youngest Buff" beating
by a short head Sgt. Gabriel's new addition to the strength.
Christopher John Excell has at last made his appearance,
choosing 29th February to do it—very misguided of him
to arrange it so that he only gets a birthday once in four
years. What a celebration there will be on his 21st birth
day ! All is going well, we understand, and our P.S.I.,
anyway, looks a hundred per cent, fitter for it. We haven't
been privileged to see the other parties concerned as yet,
but we hope Mrs. Excell and C.J. are equally flourishing.
We hasten to say that the last mentioned additions to
our strength have not been our only increases. Margate
Drill Hall is now operating and if Ramsgatorians are not
careful, will be a near competitor in the matter of numbers.
Sandwich is a little behind in the race, but we hope to give
a satisfactory report by the next issue of notes.
Our 2 i/c, Captain John Tilleard, has returned from a
fortnight's course on Admin, at Colchester, and as far
as we can make out wouldn't mind doing another on<?
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there. We are living in hopes that he will succeed better
in making the canteen accounts show a profit than we
have done so far.
The Company Commander spent a snowy weekend at
Shorncliffe last week in company with the C.O. Is it
appropriate that we should practice for modern warfare
under such conditions ? We wonder—we hope not.
We have to report one casualty. Sgt. Gabriel has
broken his foot by dropping a cement mixer on it. We
are not sure of the size of the machine concerned, but it
seems to be a case of44My Goodness,
We accept with grace and dignity the congratulations
handed to us by the Administrative Platoon in our shooting
(see last month's Dragon notes) and feel that they seem
to think they're good. If they can administer themselves
some transport, perhaps a meeting might be arranged
one night.
"B" Company
It really does appear that we are at least about to make
a real start in increasing our numbers. This is, we believe,
due in large part to our energetic and enthusiastic P.S.I.,
SergeantMajor Jolley.
We have doubled our strength this month and although
this does not mean a great deal, if we can double up each
month we shall very soon have the numbers we at present
require.
We should have the old Sittingbourne Territorial Club
in full operation by next month and perhaps then some
of our old friends will be more inclined to drop in and
discuss the past and present whilst lowering a pint.
"D" Company
The Company has had a successful month, despite a
short spell of4 4 Artie Conditions''. In addition to routine
training in weapons, map reading, etc., we have started
sand table exercises as a regular feature.
We had a welcome addition in the shape of the miniature
rifles belonging to the Company before the war, which
have just been returned to us and we look forward to
taking on other companies and Buffs organizations
with, we hope, considerable success.
In the social sphere, we are coming on well. Monthly
dances have been planned in conjunction with the cadets
and we have a great asset in the skilful organization of
Pte. Morford.
Only one sad tale to tell—we learnt with great regret
of the impending departure of the Company Commander,
Captain Trott, and wish him all success in the future.
There are still plenty of vacancies in the Company, by
the way, so any old Buffs of under 40 who are living in
Folkestone area, please note.
The address is: ' The Drill Hall, Shellons Street,
Folkestone. Telephone: Folkestone 3044.
4*S"

Company
Life in this Company pursues its tranquil course un
ruffled by any disturbance ; in fact the high light of the
past month was the 406 inspection. It is little short of a
miracle the way our trusty 15 cwt. survives under the
M.T.O. hammer—surely a tribute to British workmanship.
The vehicle having been passed fit for further service,
the snow came and scared the driver off the road.
We welcome to the fold this month Sgt. M. A. G.
Weaver, Armourer Sergeant, attached to the A/Tk.
Platoon. Whilst on the subject of 44bank staffing" we

extend our heartiest congratulations to C.S.M. Excel!
(Jumbo) on the birth of his son.
The standard of miniature range shooting at Company
H.Q. is improving rapidly ; in fact we nearly applied for
the. Divisional Commander 's cigarettes until it was
discovered that somehow or other eleven shots had found
their way into the target. Better luck next time, D.F.
P.P.A. Folkestone branch—continued from p. 74.

The Chairman thanked all members and the
officers for their attendance and services during
the past year; and Mr. W. Brunger moved a
vote of thanks to the Club for the use of the
meeting room and the comfortable surroundings
and club facilities which we were able to enjoy
at all times. Mr. H. Wilkinson suitably replied.
The collection realised 14/* and the meeting
terminated at 9.30 p.m.
T.L.H.
Brighton Branch
The monthly meeting took place at Churchill
House on Monday, February 2nd. Seventeen
members attended.
Since the last meeting, six new members
have joined. Unfortunately, the branch has not
enough dart players to compete in the inter
branch tournament, so has had to scratch.
It is hoped to arrange for a mixed party from
the branch to attend Remembrance Sunday at
Canterbury on August 8th.

9th Bn. Paratroop Regt,

r

HE 9th Battalion The Parachute Regiment
was formed from the 10th Battalion The
Essex Regiment on 8th December, 1942. On
6th January, 1948, the battalion was amal
gamated with the 8th Parachute Battalion.
The part played during the war has already been
recorded in the History of the Battalion. These
short notes cover the period on Active Service
in Palestine since the Autumn of 1945, and up
to the date of amalgamation.
1945—
The battalion embarked at Southampton on
22nd September, 1945, in the S.S. Dunottar
Castle, arriving at Haifa on 3rd October. From
there they went.South by rail to a camp outside
Gaza. The first few weeks were spent in organ
izing mobile columns/ learning the drill for
various types of security operations, and in
listening to lectures by those already well
versed in the peculiar difficulties of maintaining
order in Palestine.

THE ASSOCIATION OF SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PAGES,
67 68, JERMVN STREET, ST. JAMES'S, S.W .I.
TEL. WHITEHALL 2504.

It*
1st PRIZE

£100

295320 Trooper Bedson, C.W.,
The Life Guards,
Hyde Park Barracks, S.W.7.

2nd PRIZE





£50



£25

2322657 AC/I Shaw, A.,
16, Algers Close,
Loughton, Essex.

3rd PRIZE



2/Lt. I. R. Lawson, R.A.C.,
(3rd K.O. Hussars),
" Northfield,"
Dollar,
Clackmannanshire, Scotland.
In addition a hundred Merit Prizes
of two guineas were awarded.

Four thousand entries were
received from serving
sailors, soldiers and air
men in all parts of the
world. The judges were :
Ian Jeffcott, Esq., F.R.S.A.,
L.R.I.B.A., N.R.D.
Abram Games, Esq.,
F.S.I.A.
Bruce Angrave, Esq.
Beverley Pick,  Esq.,
M.S.I.A.
E. M. Joseph, Esq., C.B.E.,
F.R.I.B.A.
F. H. Garner, Esq.
Ivor Roberts, Esq.
Claude F. Luke, Esq.
COLOUR SCHEME :
LION'S HEAD : SCARLET - WINGS : R.A.F BLUE.
TAIL : NAVY BLUE.
COLOURS REPEATED IN BASE.

NAAFI

The official canteen organisation for H.M. Forces in war and peace

R U X L E Y

T O W E R S

C L A Y G A T E

-

E S H E R

S U R R E Y

THE ASSOCIATION OF SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PAGES,
67/68. JERMYN STREET. ST. JAMES'S. S.W.I.
TEL. WHITEHALL 2504.

your AaYr

JULYSIA
T/te (farm of

IN
HANDY
FLASKS

VU & 2 3
(Inc.

^ Product of JULES FRERES LTD. LONDON. S.EJ7.

PW'J5'

Tax)P.

m

AT THE BOOKSELLER'S
A sensible bookseller does not expect you to come,
cash in liand, to ask for precisely what you want, nor
to leave immediately you have made a purchase.
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reading and a variety of stationery, and a place
where the need of the customer, in or out of
the Services, is invariably the first consideration.
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It was not long before the battalion was
called upon. There were rumours of increased
terrorist activity against police stations, rail
ways and other public services and on 21st
October the Battalion moved North to El
Mughar, where they were nearer the scene of
possible operations.
Shortly after this, troops were deployed on
railway patrols. Various acts of sabotage were
committed—the signal box at Lydda was
destroyed, and the line cut in several places.
Patrols found unexploded charges, which were
removed, and although no contact was made
with the saboteurs a variety of suspects were
detained. After a day or two normal conditions
returned.
In midNovember, trouble flared up in Tel
Aviv, and the battalion moved into Sarona to
be ready to support the 8th Parachute Battalion
who were operating in Tel Aviv itself. A curfew
was imposed on the town, which lasted for
several days. Meanwhile, winter weather had
begun in earnest, and the battalion's base at
4 El Mughar had been rendered uninhabitable.
Tents had been blown down and the torrential
rain had turned the area into a sea of mud.
As a result the battalion moved into a new
camp which was under construction at Qastina.
December was a comparatively peaceful
month, and it was not until just after Christmas
that the battalion was again engaged in im
posing curfew in Tel Aviv. A few days later
they took part in the cordon and search of
Ramat Gan, a suburb of the city and a suspected
base for terrorist activities. The first three
months in Palestine had not been uneventful.
1946—
The year began at much the same tempo.
Searches were conducted at Rishon le Zion and
Givat Brenner, and there were numerous
alarms and excursions of various kinds.
With Spring, more settled conditions pre
vailed, and some training was carried out.
About 130 men of the Iraq Levies were attached
to the battalion, and carried out parachute and
ground training. Among other interesting
exercises was one in which "D" Company,
Commanded by Major J. L. Waddy, moved by
aid to Cyprus, and spent a week training in
the neighbourhood of Famacusta.
Summer brought more troubles, and in July
the King David Hotel was blown up. The
battalion moved to Jerusalem, where they
took part in the subsequent search of the
Old City. Shortly after this the battalion was
once again involved in curfew operations in
Tel Aviv, this time for five days.

At the end of August, Lieut.Colonel M. A. H.
Butler, D.S.O., M.C., arrived to take over the
battalion from Lieut.Colonel Crookenden,
D.S.O., who left to become an instructor^ the
Staff College, Camberley.
Training continued in the intervals between
security operations, and companies and
specialist platoons were able to get away for
periods of up to a week at a time to carry out
exercises in different parts of the country.
The Galilee Hills were particularly popular, the
fresher air and change of scenery being a great
relief after the heat and dullness of the coastal
plain.
In November, the battalion took over guard
duties on the railway. This was a tedious task
involving continuous foot patrols along the
line, carried out in the heavy rain and storms
which invariably accompany the onset of
Winter.
Inj|December, news was received that the
Division would not, after all, be moving to
Germany in the New Year. This was a great
blow since there was little prospect of a settled
life in Palestine, and everyone had been looking
forward to a change. Instead, the Division
moved into the Northern Sector in January,
the battalion taking over Peninsular Barracks
in Haifa.
J1947—
The move to Haifa marked a change in the
nature of the work carried out by troops.
Tension in the country was gradually increasing,
and was marked particularly by attacks on
military personnel by extremist organisations.
There were now more guards, more patrols,
more road blocks to be found. Routine security*
measures took place of the less frequent but
more interesting cordon and search operations.
(to be continued)
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Remittances should be sent to the Editor Depot The Buffs,
Canterbury.
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TELEPHONE : REGENT 0186

68 HIGH STREET, CAMBERLEY
TELEPHONE: CAMBERLEY 829

By Appointment

J. H. & J. BROOKE, Ltd.

Wine Merchants

Wine Merchants

To His Majesty the King

LONDON

Established 1799

27 CLEMENTS LANE, E.C.4
Telephone : MANslon House, 5301 (3 lines)

FOLKESTONE

134 SANDGATE ROAD
Telephone : Folkestone 3123 (2 lines)

HYTHE

78 HIGH STREET
Telephone: Hythe 6301
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CONWAY WILLIAMS
THE

MAYFAIR

TAILOR

48 BROOK ST., MAYFAIR, LONDON, W.l
(Opposite Claridge's Hotel)
AND

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY
Morning and Evening Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions

Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits

All Cloths cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand
in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors
REGIMENTAL

TAILORS

TO

Telephones:
Mayfair 0945—Camberley 498

A.J.WHITE<hatters>Ltd.
A. J. WHITE

Mrs. WHITE

CAP MAKERS
TO THE
REGIMENT

REGIMENTAL
CLUB & SCHOOL
COLOUR
SPECIALIST

SOLE SUPPLIERS
OF THE
FLEXOLYTE
FIELD SERVICE
CAP

BUFFS

REGIMENT

Telegrams:
" Militaila Wesdo, London "

TROPHIES

DESIGNED & MADE BY CRAFTSMEN
For threequarters of a century the name
F. PHILLIPS has been synonymous with
Trophies representing artistic perfection as well
as sound economy. Cups, Shields, Medals, etc.,
are supplied from stock, or to special design.
Quotations gladly submitted.

F. PHILLIPS,

(F. PHILLIPS and R. A. GARRATT) =

Wellington Street, Aldershot
FANCY TIES,
SCARVES,
ETC.

MAKERS OF EVERY KIND
OF

LADIES' & GENT'S HEADWEAR
Established over 80 years

8 BURLINGTON GARDENS, W.l
Telephone :

THE

REGENT

0582

TAKE CARE

"Ho#
E0*»
art
Vo S'Aojb at"

WESSON
cUhed&Kti&k
SINCE 1817 - BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY

Telephone 2785

FRANK J. SAN6ERS
(EX

BUFFS)

Jfamilg $nithtx
LICENSED DEALER IN GAME

You can rely upon the
PRIVATE
TRADER
for Value, Courtesy and Service

114 NORTHGATE St., CANTERBURY

CIVIL & MILITARY TAILORS
COMPLETE OUTFITTERS
TELEPHONE

2566

CLOTHES WHICH BEAR THE
AUTHORITATIVE STAMP OF
QUALITY IN EVERY DETAIL
CUT & MADE ON THE PREMISES

WARRENS (CANTERBURY) LTD.
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SUN STREET CANTERBURY
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THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment).
Th« Dragon. In each of the four corners the United Red and White Rose ensigned with the Imperial Crown.
Agents—Lloyds Bank, Ltd., Cox's & King's Branch.

Regimental Journal—" The Dragon

Canterbury.

Regimental Association—The Past and Present Association, The Buffs, Canterbury.
Allied Regiment of The Canadian Army.
The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada.
Colonel-tn-Chief
His Majesty Frederik IX., Kihg of Denmark
Colonel
MajorGeneral Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C., ret. pay, p.s.c.
Officer Corndg,
„
„
Depot The Buffs, Canterbury—Major F. L. C. Fdlmann, M.C.

23/12/47
4/6/43

Regular and Militia Battalions.
Uniform—Scarlet. Facings—Buff.
Cadre 1st Battalion (3rd Foot)—Canterbury. 2nd Battalion (3rd Foot)—S.F.A.L.F.
3rd Battalion (East Kent Militia)—Canterbury

4th Battalion (Canterbury).
3th Battalion (In abeyance).
Name

Territorial Army Battalions.
Hon. Colonel ... Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D. ... 1/8/46
Hon. Colonel ... Col. F. B. Burns, T.D., D.L. ... 5/12/45

Unit or Appointment

Name

LIEUTENANTCOLONELS.

§Allen, R. H.
§Rice, N. D
§Hall, F. F., M.C. ...
Boucher, V., C.B.E....
Nicholson, J. G., C.B.E.

... Leave pending retirement.
... T/Brig., Staff, Overseas.
T/Col., Leave pending retirement.
T/Brig., War Office.
T/Col.
MAJORS.

Rose, A. J. D., O.B.E.
King, J. F, D.S.O
Knocker, H. S.
Coates, D. C.
Airy, F. A. ...
Bruce, F. P. C., M.C.
LyndenBell, P. T. G,
Dewar, M. P. D., M.B.E. ...
Parry, F. W. B
Spear, T. H., O.B.E.
Parry, R. F., M.C
Oliver, G. F. F., D.S.O. ...
Williams, H. P.
Connolly, J. F., D.S.O.
Craig, B. H
Reeves, N. R.
Tuff, C. R
Jelf, A. G
Craddock, R. W., D.S.O.,
M.B.E
Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E.
Grace, H. R
Scott, F. S., M.B.E.
Harris St. John, B. J.
Lewis, P. J
Bailey, N. T.
Fdlmann F. L C., M.C. ...
Fdmeades, R. W
Rawlings, A. C.
Horley, B. M.

T/Col., Staff, Overseas.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, U.K.
T/Lt.Col., H.Q. Malaya Command.
Polish Resettlement Corps.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, U.K.
T/Lt.Col.
Staff Overseas.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas.
T/Lt.Col., 2nd Bn,
T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas.
T/Lt.Col., War Office.
T/Lt.Col., 4th Bn.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas.
T/Lt.Col.
2nd Bn.
Leave pending retirement.
T/Lt.Col., War Office.
Staff, Overseas.
T/Lt.Col., War Office.
2nd Bn.
Staff, Overseas.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas.
2nd Bn.
H.C. Bde., T.C.
2nd Bn.
Depot.
^
Mil. Mission Greece.
Staff, Palestine.
B.A.O.R.
CAPTAINS.

Ravenhill, R. A. C. ...
Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E.
Dendy, R. H.
Lucas, J. P. ...
Norris, N. F. H. C. ...
Majendie, A. F.
Harbord, K. P. G. ...
Blaxland, W. G.
Gay, A. W
Bossom, C
§ Supernumerary.

T/Maj., Staff, U.K.
T/Maj., 2nd Bn.
T/Maj., Staff, Overseas.
T/Maj., H.C. Bde. T.C.
T/Maj., Staff, Overseas.
T/Maj., 2nd Bn.
Staff, U.K.
T/Maj., 2nd Bn.
K.A.R.
Depot.

Unit or Appointment
CAPTAINS—continued
Montgomery, D.
...
... T/Maj., Staff, U.K.
Lindley, P. A. N. ...
... Staff, Overseas.
Morgan, F. de R., M.C. ... 2nd Bn.
Poulsen, N. D.
... Language Course, China.
Cox, F. G., M.C. ...
... 4th Bn.
Collins, H. A.
... T/Maj., Staff, U.K.
Critchley, L« P
... H.C. Bde., T.C.
McGrath, B., M.C. ...
... T/Maj., Student, Staff College, Camberley
Critchton, R. F.
... T/Maj., Student, Staff College, Camberley
Worts, J. B., M.C. ...
Staff, Overseas.
Semmence, R. G. H.
... T/Maj. Tochi Scouts, Miranshah
Pakistan.
May, J. F
Court, D. N
'!! H:C. Bde., T.C.
GordonWilson, N. F.
... 2nd Bn.
Nash, J. P
.. Staff, Overseas.
ffrench Blake, M. A. O'B. .. H.C. Bde. T.C.
LIEUTENANTS.

Hadshar, R. G.
Iliffe, R. O
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
Barrett, D. P. R.
McDonald, F. W. ...
Marshall, F
Dent, J. F
Dubois, G. F.
Harley, D. B.
... r
Peckham, A. D.
Johnson, T. S.
...
Thorneycroft, F. F...
Squire, S. J
Wilson, P. F.
Hamilton, C. M.
Willows, D. A.
Gatehouse, H. R.
Howe, L G. ...
Phillips, L. M.
Griffin, C. J
Hurst, A. j. B.
Webber, J. W.
Pirn, A. H. F.

... T/Capt., War Office.
... H.C. Bde., T.C.
... H.C. Bde., T.C.
... H.C. Bde. T.C.
... T/Cant., 2/1 Gurkha Rifles Abbottabad
... T/Capt., B.M.M., Greece.
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
2ND
...
...
...

T/Maj., H.Q. Malaya Command.
T/Capt., Indian Military Academy,
Dehra Dun.
2nd Bn.
Staff, Overseas.
Staff, Overseas.
H.C. Bde., T.C.
2nd Bn.
2nd Bn.
A. F. Depot, Aldershot
H.C. Bde. T.C.
LIEUTENANTS.

W.S./Lt., Basic O.C.T.U., U.K.
W.S./Lt., Malaya.
T./Capt., attached Wiltshire Regiment.

... T/Capt. 2nd Bn.
... W.S./Lt. 2nd Bn.
QUARTERM S IERS.

Martin, H. J., M.B.E.
Ricketts, G. A.
Ransley, P. W., M.B.E.

...
...

Williams, L J.

...

Maj. (Q.M.), Depot
T/Maj., Adjt. and Q.M. Schoc i
ical Warrur
T/Maj. (Q.M.), 2nd i> . .

4th Battalion.
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL.

Oliver, G. F> F., D.S.O.
Hews, G. R. D., M.C.
Proctor, G. A. H., M.C.
Ttylor, N. G. N.
Butcher, D. A. T.
Gurney, A. H.
Tilleard, J.

MAJORS.

CAPTAINS.

Eames, A. G.
Gore, R. F
Hannah, W. H.
Hopton, I. J.
Neville, F. G., M.C.
Parslow, L J.
Price, W. J. J.

LIEUTENANTS.

Cox, Captain F. G. M.C.
... A ju .'n
Burt, Major T., M.B.E.
... Qu rt rm
Hamerton, Major J. R. (R.A.M.C.). Me ic 1 Of!
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Personalia.
N the occasion of H.M. King of Denmark's
O
49th Birthday, the congratulations of all
ranks of the Regiment, and of members of the
Past and Present Association, were conveyed
to His Majesty by the Colonel of the Regiment.

We congratulate Brigadier J. F. Whitacre
Allen on receiving a citation and the Croix de
Guerre with Palm from the French Republic,
for services rendered in Norway.
Brigadier V. Boucher and Lieut.Colonels R.
F. Parry and C. R. Tuff recently entertained
Colonel Count Sponneck, Danish Mil;tary
Attache, Prince George of Denmark, Military
Attache (designate), and Lieut. Rist, Assistant
Military Attache, to luncheon in London.
Count Sponneck, who has made many friends
in England, has vacated his appointment
shortly to take up a District command in
Denmark.
Colonel and Mrs. E. Foster Hall and Miss
Hall have arrived home from the Far East and
are now on leave.
With them was Lieut.Colonel E. P. C. Bruce,
who has taken an early opportunity of paying
us a visit.
_
Lieut.Colonel J. F. Connolly has been
appointed to command a battle school in the
Middle East and expects to proceed there in
the early part of May.
Lieut.Colonel G. L. Lushington, commanding
the Ceylon Planters Rifle Corps, writes that the

Corps is starting to get down to the recruiting
queation in earnest. It is hoped that the Corps
will continue as a European unit for at least
a while longer. Conditions, however, have
changed and the special privileges that used to
be enjoyed before the War are no longer to be
allowed.
Lieut.Colonel J. Thompson, O.B.E., F.A.I.,
who was released from the Army on March 15th,
has taken a partnership in the firm of Arthur
Robinson, F.A.I., New Square, Chesterfield.
Lieut.Colonel J. P. W. Samuelson retired at
the end of March. We wish him the best of
luck for the future. He is settling in Eire
where from the middle of May his address will
be, Roseneath, Malahide, County Dublin, Eire.
Telephone> Malahide 75. He hopes that Buffs
visiting Eire will get in touch with him.
We regret to hear that Major H. L. Sparrow
fell down on the pavement recently and broke
his collar bone. We wish him a speedy recovery.
Major A. W. Andrews completed his appoint
ment as Barrack Officer, Dover, at the end of
March and has retired to his house in Sturry.
We are glad to hear that he has taken up the
art of gardening.
Major R. W. Edmeades has proceeded to
join the Military Mission, Greece. The command
of the Depot will be taken over by Major
E, L. C, Edlmann,
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We heartily congratulate Captain and
Director of Music W. B. Salmon on his pro
motion and wish him the best of luck for the
future.
He has for some time been in charge of the
R.A. Band, Portsmouth, and continues with
it. He and Mrs. Salmon have moved into
quarters at Southsea Castle.
We regret to hear that James Beevor is
shortly to be retired from the Navy, Fleet Air
Arm. Last October, two days before sailing to
Malta to take up a Staff appointment, he was
hit in the eye by a rugby ball. For months
hope was held out that the injury would clear,
but it has left him with a blind spot.
We congratulate Mr. W. F. Oram, Secretary
of the Deal Branch, and Mrs. Oram on the
birth of a son.
Mr. S. Turner (late 7th Battalion, 191418
War), lives at 11 Norman Road, Newhaven.
He is employed by the British Railways as an
engine driver. Every few weeks he drives the
8.18 a.m. train from Uckfield to Victoria, and
again on some weeks he drives the 6.10 p.m.
train from Victoria to Uckfield.
He sends messages to those with whom he
served in the 7th Battalion and hopes to visit
the London Branch and Canterbury, duties
permitting.
We regret to record the death of 4078 ex
Private William John Mears, aged 74 years,
at Canterbury on March 11th. He enlisted in
, The Buffs in December, 1892, completing 13
years' service. He was in possession of the
I.G.S. Medal with Clasp Chitral 1895 and the
Punjab Frontier Medal 189798. He also
served in the Labour Corps.
He was a member of the Canterbury Branch
of the Association.
Major Enright would be glad to know of the
name of the soldier on Sentry duty whose
photograph is on page 86.
The Canterbury Branch of the Association
would be grateful for the gift of a battery
wireless set. Should any of our readers be able
to provide one, communication should be made
to the editorial office of this Journal.
From May 3rd inclusive the office of
the Secretary, Past and Present Associ
ation, The Buffs, and Editor, "The
Dragon", will be situated in the Orderly
Room Block, New Infantry Barracks,

It should be noted that the Association
telephone number, 2513, will cease from
that date, the new number being Canter
bury 4461.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
BIRTHS

Connolly.—On April 12th, 1948, at Livesey
Cottage, Teston, Maidstone, to Veronica, wife
of Lieut.Colonel J. F. Connolly, D.S.O.,
The Buffs, a daughter.
%
Jelf.—On March 24th, 1948, at the British
Military Hospital, Asmara, Eritrea, to Rose
mary (nee Howard), wife of Major A. G.
Jelf, The Buffs, a son:
Montgomery.—On March 21st, 1948, at the
Maternity Hospital, Bromley, Kent, to Joan
(nee Poland) and Major D. Montgomery, The
Buffs, of 70 Hayes Lane, Bromley, a son.

Future Events.
5th Battalion, 193945. Second Reunion
Dinner of Officers who served with the
battalion between September, 1939 and
May, 1945, Saturday, May 8th, 1948.
Rembrandt Rooms, Thurloe Place, Lon
don, S.W.I, 7 p.m. for 7.30 p.m. Dress :
Lounge Suits. Charge 15/6 (exclusive of
drinks but inclusive of overhead charges),
payable to Captain E. G. Cox, M.C., The
Drill Hall, St. Peter's Lane, Canterbury,
Kent. Early notification of attendance,
' addressed to Captain Cox, is requested.
Dragon Club Dinner—Wednesday, June
30th, 1948. United Service Club.
Canterbury Cricket Week — Saturday,
July 31st to Friday, August 6th, 1948.
Remembrance Sunday—Sunday, August
8th, 1948.
London Branch, Past and Present
Association, 22nd Anniversary Ball (Run
ning Buffet). London Bridge Hotel, S.E.I,
Saturday, September 25th, 1948. Tickets
9/6 each. Application to Mr. R. J. Collins,
90 Queenswood Road, Forest Hill, London,
S.E.23, Dress optional.
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Formation of the Regimental
Depot.
21st April, 1948, the P.T.C., of which our
Depot has formed part, ceased to exist,
leaving in its place the Regimental Depot.
The Establishment for the Depot is as follows :
O.C. Depot.—Major E. L. C. Edlmann, M.C.
Captain.—Captain C. Bossom.
Q.M.—Major G. A. Ricketts.
Admin. Officer.—Captain J. T. Taylor.
R.S.M.—W.O. I Moore.
R.Q.M.S.—W.O. II Howe.
O.R.S.—O.R.Q.M.S. Coggins.
Officers' Mess Steward.Sgt. Laker.
Sergeants' Mess Caterer.—Sgt. Shaw.
Duty Sergeant.—Sgt. Jefferies.
Duty Corporal.—Cpl. Hurley.
Privates G.D.-—Ptes. Philips, Thurley and
Bassett.
Clerks.—Ptes. Smales and Marchant.
Civilian Driver.—Mr. Webb.
Civilian Clerk.—Mr. G. Mould.
In addition four cooks are attached.
The functions of the Depot are threefold :—
(a) To act as Regimental Headquarters.
(b) To provide administrative facilities for T.A.
and Cadet Training.
(c) To hold Officers and O.Rs. awaiting retire
ment and release or who are not available
for various reasons for postings for a
period in excess of six weeks.
With the approaching amalgamation of the
1st and 2nd Battalions it is imperative that
the Regimental interests should be well cared
for at home. This can best be done by the
preservation of the Officers and Sergeants'
Messes, where it is hoped that bofh past and
present Officers and Sergeants of the Regiment
will meet and use to the fullest extent. The
upkeep and the provision of funds for their
upkeep is now under consideration.
The Depot is to keep on its charge all the
buildings in the New Barracks, though it is
probable that BattaliQn Headquarters and
Headquarters Company of our Territorial
Battalion will be housed with it.
^
In addition, the Past and Present offices will
be housed in the Orderly Room of the New
Barracks. This arrangement will have many
advantages. It should be noted that after
3rd May, 1948, the telephone number of the
Association will be CANTERBURY 4461.

'
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Regimental Gazette.
SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE
OF FRIDAY, 12TH MARCH, 1948, DATED TUESDAY,
I6TH MARCH, 1948.
REGULAR ARMY
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (W.S./Capt.) P. J.

Bawcutt (129470) relinquishes his commn.,
1st March, 1948, and is granted the hon. rank
of Major.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
THE BUFFS.—Lt. (A/Maj.) N. G. H. Taylor

(182144) to be Capt., 14th March, 1948, with
seniority, 1st May, 1947, retaining the acting
rank of Major.
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF
TUESDAY, 16TH MARCH, 1948, DATED FRIDAY,
19TH MARCH, 1948
REGULAR ARMY
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (W.S./Lt.) C. J. Griffin

(360667) to be Lt., 1st November, 1947.

REGULAR ARMY
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS
THE BUFFS.—W.S./Capt. (Q.M.) T. I. Duncan

(241037) relinquishes his commn., 31st January,
1948, and is granted the hon. rank of Major.
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF
FRIDAY, 19TH MARCH, 1948, DATED TUESDAY,
23RD MARCH, 1948
REGULAR ARMY
THE BUFFS.—Capt,. J. P. W. Samuelson,

M.C. (73098), retires receiving a gratuity, 23rd
March, 1948, and is granted the hon. rank of
Lt.Col.
2nd Lt. (W.S./Lt.) J. W. Webber (360339) to
be Lt., 3rd January, 1948, with seniority, 2nd
December, 1947.
2nd Lt. (W.S./Lt.) A. H. E. Pirn (364160) to
be Lt., 14th February, 1948, with seniority,
10th December, 1947.
REGULAR ARMY
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (W.S./Capt.) N. E. S.

Salaman (194583) relinquishes his commn.,
26th June, 1947, and ,is granted the hon. rank
of Major. (Substituted for the notifn. in Gazette
(Supplement) dated 8th April, 1947.)
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF
TUESDAY, 23RD MARCH, 1948, DATED FRIDAY,
26TH MARCH, 1948
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The Buffs Golfing
Society

Photo by Major J. E. Enright

On Guard Duty
Buckingham Palace, 1931

REGULAR . ARMY
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS
BUFFS. — 19145386 Cadet

THE
Donald
O'Sullivan (387248) to be 2nd Lt., 7th February,
1948.
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF
FRIDAY, 26TH MARCH, 1948, DATED TUESDAY,
30TH MARCH, 1948
REGULAR ARMY
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS
THE BUFFS —W.S./Lt. C. E. G. Seed (369144)
relinquishes his commn., 27th March, 1948, and

is granted the hon. rank of Lt.
W.S./Lt. G. D. Blackledge (369967) relin
quishes his commn., 29th March, 1948, and is
granted the hon. rank of Capt.
SUPPLEMTNT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF
TUESDAY, 30TH MARCH, 1948, DATED FRIDAY,
2ND APRIL, 1948
Continued on p. 94.

jN Sunday, 18th April, a
omatch was played at
Littlestone between ten of the
Buffs and the Royal West
Kent Regiment, in which the
latter were victorious by two
matches. They were one up
after the foursomes, which
were played in the morning,
and increased their lead by
one in the singles. Such is the
bald report. Actually, nature
was at her very best . . . .
sunshine all day and the
mildest zephyr of a breeze;
and tiny flowers everywhere underfoot (except
on the greens !) and birds singing fit to bust
themselves ; and all this delightfully enhanced
the pleasure we always feel at meeting old
friends, and making new ones, in our sister
regiment. Colonel John Connolly conveyed a
party of half a dozen from Canterbury to
Barham, where we joined Colonel Crookenden
in a 'bus which took us the rest of the way
picking up Captain V. Collins at Folkestone
en route. It was a disappointment that Noel
Reeves was not able to play owing to the
Halford Hewitt Competition. His place was
taken at shortest notice by Stanley Allen of
Denne Hill. The first stroke of the match was
struck by Major Ravenhill, who missed the
ball completely and utterly, though it is only
fair to add that he won both his matches.
Here are the full results :—
FOURSOMES

The Buffs
Maj. R. A. C. Ravenhill
(11) & Capt. V. Collins
(14) (4 & 2)
... 1

Royal West Kent Regt.
Brig. N. I. Whitty (10)
& Col. F. H. Hancock

Capt. G. P. Mount (10)
and Col. J. Connolly
(16) (4 & 3)
... 1
Maj.Gen. R. G. Stanham
(6) and Maj. D. Mont
gomery (5) (2 & 1) ... 0

Maj. M. G. M. Archer (12)
& Maj. A. J. M. Flint 0

R. C. Lancaster (10) &
Stanley E. Allen (10) 0

Lt. I. Buckland (16) &
Col. A. A. E. Chitty
(17) (3 & 2)

Lt. R. J. H. Pacey (16)
& Col. J. Crookenden

(12)

0

(4)

Lt.Col. H. E. Scott (4)
& Col. G. E. Wingfield
Stratford (5)

0

1

I
Lt.Col. W. Wilberforce
(18) & Col. P. H. Mack
lin (18) (2 A 1)
1
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FOR

BRITISH

PROSPERITY

Black Market:
Yesterday
A hundred and fifty years ago, many a profitable cargo of lace and
brandy slipped past the Customs over those lonely Dagenham
marshes. Now those same marshes are dedicated to a better pur
pose. For on them stands the Ford factory—producing cars, trucks
and tractors on an unprecedented scale for Britain's export drive.
During the last year, these export cargoes have broken all records.

O F DAGENHAM
CARS - VANS - TRUCKS - TRACTORS

Use

JULYSIA
3mm of
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Chocolate

TEL. WHITEHALL 2504.
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0 STOP SPRIHC COLDS

'ASPRO' wastes no time. If YOU act quickly, you enable
4 ASPRO* to act quickly on your behalf. The Spring colds
and rheumatic and neuralgic twinges current at the moment
will not stand up to decisive action with 'ASPRO'. The
change is soon apparent—the feverish, headachy, snuffly
sensations go. Often the cold symptoms will have come
and gone in a matter of minutes. Normal wellbeing
returns and 'ASPRO', having done its work
safely and surely, leaves no trace—no harmful
aftereffects. It is a fact that a LITTLE
wisdom in time is worth more
than a LOT of wisdom later.

TRICKY

THE MATCH FOR THE
BRITISH FORCES
BRITISH MADE BY BRYANT & MAY

Read this: Hoto to (jet zed of

''
V. EDWARDS writes
writes from
from that SoZe tAfioatl
25 Guildford Road, London, S.W.8:—"I
25
have relied for many years now on Two 'ASPRO' tablets
'ASPRO' to ke p me fr e from colds, in four tablespoonfuls
of water make an ex
'flu, etc."
cellent gargle for sore
throat, tonsillitis, and
act as a deterrent.
A.

O B T A I N A B L E F R O M YOUR
N. A. F.I. C A N T E E N

Made by ASPRO LIMITED, Slough, Bucks

SHAVE X
The Perfect Two Minute Shave

NO SOAP  NO BRUSH  NO LATHER
IS USED BY
ALL BRITISH
FORCES
For shaving when In
a hurry It is mar
vellous — a perfect
shave in two minutes.
No water needed,
but if you have
water moisten your
face before using
Shavex.
You
can
shave in a quarter
.of the time that it
takes with soap and
brush and your skin
will feel as fresh as a
daisy. Almond Oil
in Shavex keeps the
face young and takes
away
wrinkles.
Smear Shavex over
the face when you
have
shaved
and
your skin will keep
young, fresh and free

from blemishes.

' Second to None'

(REVS
CIGARETTES
Just honest-to-goodness^
tobacco

4

Plain orcorktipped
Greys' will always
appeal to those
smokers who ask
of a cigarette
that it shall be
pleasant
and satisfying.

Millions all over the world are now using
Shavex. Beware of imitations—there Is
nothing like Shavex—the antiseptic shaving
cream—the first on the market.

SHAVEX everywhere

1/4} and 2/1 (including Purchase Tax)
Obtainable at N.A.A.F.I., Boots, Wool,
worth's, Timothy Whites & Taylors, Ltd.,
and all Chemists and Stores.

SHAVEX ZEEKOL CO., LTD.
40 Bavaria Road, London, N.lt
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SINGLES

Montgomery (halved)
Stanham
..
Lancaster (2 & 1)
Allen ...
Ravenhill (2 & 1)
Crookenden ...
Mount...
Collins ...  ...
Connolly (4 & 2)
Pacey ...

..
..

Grand Total

...

i
0

1
0
1
.. 0
... 0
1
.. 1
.. 0
6£

Scott (halved)
Wingfield Stratford
(3 & 2)
...
Whitty
Hancock (5 & 4)
Archer...
...
Flint ...
...
Buckland (2 & 1)
Chitty...
...
Wilberforce ...
Macklin (4 & 3)
Grand Total

...

£

...

1
0
1
0
1
1
0
0
1

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

MEMBERSHIP

The names of members who have joined
since the handbook was sent out in April, will
be published next month.
FWT

Round and About
By The Tramp
The North
T AST
month
I
^recorded a few im
pressions of a motor
coach journey to the
North of England. In
the space of the ensuing
two days I saw Birken
head, Liverpool and
Manchester
with
glimpses of the country
between the latter two
places as well as a big
slice of Cheshire.
I have never had
much love for this part
of the world. I readily
admit that there is a magnificence about the
Mersey and that Liverpool's waterfront seen
from Birkenhead is imposing. Birkenhead
has little or nothing to recommend it. Its
colour is depressing even on a fine day. A
peculiarly unpleasing red sandstone blackened
by the prevailing smoke in its air gives it a
grim and hopeless look and the architecture
with a few exceptions is the heaviest and
lumpiest that the years of Victorian prosperity
could produce. But the Mersey has all the
thrills of a great river and to cross from
Birkenhead to Liverpool by the ferryboat is a
considerable compensation.
Where Birkenhead is red Liverpool is black.
I have seldom seen such grime on the stone of
a city. The great square in which St. George's
Hall stands is as forbidding as anything I have
ever seen. But there is a cheerful bustling
energy about the folk in the streets. They do
not hurry madly, as I imagine New Yorkers do,
but they do not merely stroll aimlessly as
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people do in busy parts of Midland or Southern
cities.
Manchester has a reputation for being the
most rainsoaked city in Britain. I saw it the
other day in bright sunshine, but I was glad
to get into a car which carried me rapidly
through some pleasant suburbs into delightful
country. I saw in passing Altrincham a sort of
Cheltenham with good big solid stucco houses
standing "in their own grounds" ; Northwich,
which was once a nice little town, I imagine,
but which the big factories of Imperial Chemicals
have converted ifito a smoke laden hive.
The landscape of Cheshire is attractive and
there are still some pleasant black and white
houses to be seen.
I returned to Liverpool by train from War
rington, which place, in the dusk, looked
blighted by smoke. I remembered that it was
here and in the coalfields of the North and
Midlands that the struggle against national
economic disaster was being waged heroically
by men and women who had little time to think
about architectural styles and such fallals. „
Encounter in the Train
On the way back to Liverpool I was intrigued
by the conversation of my fellow travellers.
They were four in number, two young men and
two young women. They were pleasantly
dressed and spoke intelligently. My curiosity
as to their status and occupation was soon
aroused for they were talking, apparently with
knowledge, of what seemed to be legal matters.
I heard the word "Assizes" mentioned and the
names of Judges and counsel I knew. Their
comments on these dignitaries were shrewd
and obviously professional. As I listened
I wondered what on earth they could be. My
only confident guess was that they were all
employed in some lawyer's office. About two
stations from Liverpool three of them got out
leaving one of the young women in my com
partment. My curiosity was still unsatisfied
and with some diffidence, knowing that young
ladies travelling in trains do not like being
spoken to by strange men, I said, "I have been
most interested in your conversation which
I could not help overhearing. Would you mind
telling me what you all are, because you
obviously all belong to the same profession ?"
The lady gave me a shrewd appraising look
and said one word, "Police". This, I hasten to
say, was not a threat that she was going to call
upon the Law, but merely, as she went on to
explain, that they were police recruits, studying
at a Police Training Centre near there. She
told me that she liked the work and was looking
forward to being posted to the Force in

88

THE

DRAGON

Liverpool. I must confess that I was impressed
by her and by her companions. They struck
me as being excellent material, intelligent, self
possessed young people with a. very definite
idea of a career before them. They were four
more reasons why visitors from abroad will be
saying, not for the first time : "I think your
Police are wonderful".
Southwards
My return journey was made by a different
route and for part of it I used the railway
because I had to break my journey for two
days in Shropshire. This is a county for which
I have a great regard. Ever since I first read
A. E. Housman's A Shropshire Lad,' that
collection of exquisite short poems which
surprisingly came from a Professor of Latin,
I felt drawn towards the county which he
describes so beautifully. I saw it first a few
years ago, during the war. It is a remarkably
lovely county with some towns of outstanding
historical and architectural interest. Of these
Shrewsbury and Ludlow are the chief and they
rank very high in a country rich in such places.
Two days was all too short a time in which to
renew the delights of this fascinating part of
England. I was able, however, to revisit a
small village which today is a peaceful little
place of about one hundred inhabitants but
which in the Civil War was the scene of an act
 of great horror. This is Hopton Castle where
the ruins of a stronghold stand in quiet meadows
in a sequestered valley. It was at Hopton
Castle that a garrison of the Parliamentary
Army stood a long siege and when they finally
surrendered every man was put to death by the
Royalists. I have read that this was a custom
of the time, but I can hardly believe that even
in the bitterness of that fratricidal struggle
men could have been so cold bloodedly brutal.
Hopton is one of the many castles to be found
on the Welsh border. That at Ludlow is the
most impressive.
*

The Glorious West
I was now to see some parts of England which
hitherto were known to me only by name and
repute. I took a coach at Leominster, an
attractive little market town, and then had the
thrill of seeing Hereford, Gloucester and
Cheltenham before . I found myself in the
familiar Cotswold country. Hereford and
Gloucester are typical English cathedral cities,
nowadays far from the sleepy places they were
once described as. I could easily have lingered
in each of them but the coach timetable does
not permit more than a brief glimpse. I saw
enough to vow to go Westwards soon again.

Cheltenham I liked. It is very like our Tun
bridge Wells in type. There is . plenty of good
Regency and Early Victorian stucco architecture
which always attracts me. It is well treed and
looked a lively place. For long it has been one
of the legendary places to which service people
go in their retirement. It may still have that
attraction, but it is obviously not one of the
stuffy little communities which the sneers of
the stayathome English once suggested.
I'd like to go to Cheltenham again. Before
I leave it I have one comment to make. There
is much talk nowadays about the improvement
which Our Railways are going to effect in our
refreshment rooms and the service we get
therein. Lord Inman, the former Chairman of
Charing Cross Hospital has this problem in
hand. Good luck to him for of all the miserable
holes into which weary travellers stagger when
belated or hungry on their journeys railway
refreshment rooms have long been the most
unwelcoming. Which leads me to say a word
to the coach companies (I suppose they are
Our's now). At Cheltenham the Coach Station
is a huge place and it has a cafe for travellers.
I know these are days of austerity, but the
amenities in this cafe, and the refreshments
provided at the usual charges, leave much to
be desired. "They order these things better in
France." And of course you cannot buy a
glass of English ale in this Hall of Austerity.
Only coffee arid tea. The former not an English
beverage and the latter, well, much like the
stuff served in the "No cups outside" establish
ments of the railways.
I have read that in the original coaching days
there was good English fare to be had at the r
posting houses on the road. We cannot in these
days expect the sizzling steaks and chops, the
pies and whatnots which our forefathers, enjoyed
but we should be able to get something a little
less forbidding than the fare provided in the
"take it or leave it manner" of our modern
places of refreshment. I take off my hat to the
coach companies for their efficiency and
organisation in so far as actual travel is con
cerned. They are doing great business for
coach travel is rightly very popular. Let them,
therefore, "plough in" some of their substantial
profits and make their refreshment rooms
worthy of a great service.
The Cotswolds
There is probably no part of England which
is more uniformly satisfying to the eye than
the country between Cheltenham and Oxford.
Nor is there any little town which can beat
Burford for beauty. It is a place with hardly
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an ugly building. The lovely Cotswold stone is
an excellent building material and in the light
of a beautifully soft February afternoon it was
perfect.
I believe that American visitors to England
tend to consider the Cotswold country to be the
most English of the many counties. I can
understand this, for it has as yet suffered very
little at the hands of enterprising industrialists
and their satellites. Curiously enough most of
the architectural beauties of the Cotswolds
are due to the rich wool merchants of the past.
They were not only excellent business men
but they were also men of taste who entrusted
the building of their houses to artists,
Oxford Again
I see that there are two alternative schemes
for Oxford. Both are designed to save its
beauty before it is too late. One plan includes
a diversion of traffic from Magdalen Bridge to
St. Aldates by way of Christchurch meadows.
Its object is to relieve the traffic congestion of
the High Street. Controversy has already
broken out. No scheme to save Oxford will
avoid apposition. It has also been proposed
that the Nuffield works should go elsewhere.
It is almost too late to rub out the dreary
suburbs which the Cowley works have caused.
But it is heartening to think that some thought
is being given, even at the eleventh hour, To
arresting the engulfing of the University area
of the city.
The Tate
Two recent exhibitions at the Tate Gallery
have caused sensations. Van Gogh's pictures
drew colossal and record crowds to Millbank
and Chagall's show aroused intense indignation,
especially in the correspondence columns of the
Press. I think it would be optimistic to assume
that the great enthusiasm for Van Gogh is a
sign that people are more interested in Art
than they were say seven years ago. I think
the queue habit was largely responsible. As to
Chagall I cannot add much to what has been
said and written. My considered opinion is
that such work has a definite political intention.
It is not unconnected with recent events in the
world. This is not to say that Chagall is a
Communist. I have no knowledge of his
political views, if any, but I maintain that his
paintings have been influenced by Communism
and are a manifestation of the desire of those
who support that particular ideology to upset
established things and to "fish in troubled
waters". Hence the purple cows holding
sunshades and other little fancies,

Mixed Grill.
19081910, my most
memorable years, for
during that short spell
the following five God
sent tours literally fell
into my lap : two trips
to the Philippines; a
cricket, tennis, and golf
tour to Shanghai and
Japan;
the journey
home from Hong Kong
via the TransSiberian
railway with stops at
Shanghai, Hankow,
Peking, Moscow, St.
Petersburg and Brussels;
and finally a tour to the Argentine with the
M.C.C. side under the Captaincy of Lord Hawke.
What an example of the astonishing oppor
tunities that came the way of the soldier in
those carefree vintage years.
Some twelve of us from the Hong Kong
Garrison, the other Buffs being John Crookenden
and the late Harold Findlay and Weary Green,
made the first trip to Manila where we were
the guests of the Carnival authorities and
British residents. The chief event was a series
of three polo matches against the Americans
in which we suffered the most disastrous
defeats ; and in the tennis tournament we did
not do very much better. But we were also
accompanied by Bill (Drummy) Andrews,
surely the best short distance runner the
Regiment has ever possessed, and still going
strong out Sturry way. And here I must
digress to tell the story of his thrilling adventure
against the champion runner of the American
Army of Occupation.
Two PERFECT ATHLETES
The three races were the 100 yards, the 220
yards and the quarter mile. They were held at
night in a brilliantly lit arena. Some half dozen
native brass bands blared forth. Present there
seemed to be every nationality on earth in their
native costume and each yelling at the top of
his voice. The entry into the arena of these
two perfect athletes, and their toeing of the
line, sufficed, in themselves to bring excitement
to the highest pitch. For there was Andrews
as fair as any maid of Kent, and next to him
the negro, George Washington by name, as
black as night. Amidst the din the pistol went.
Throughout those nerveracking seconds of the
100 yards first one and then the other took the
lead, but only by a hair's breadth, Truly an
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astonishing and unique sight. And then the
disappointment as the negro just managed to
breast the tape first.
On the next evening came the 220 yards in
the midst of excitement and din at an even
higher level, and with suspense intensified and
doubly prolonged. There they were again,
neck and neck, without a glimpse of daylight
between them until the last yard when Andrews
produced that little bit of extra which was
always his to win by a fraction of an inch.
What a thrill, and how true, indeed, had been
his remark after the first race : "Don't worry,
Sir, for I think I have sized him up."
So with the score at one all came the quarter
mile—a repetition, but even more so, of the
220 yards. Never in so short a space of time
have I had so many cold shivers down my
spine ; and never have I had a happier or
prouder moment than when I shared the
honour with the rest of our side of carrying our
victorious Andrews shoulder high from the ring
amidst the deafening cheers that greeted him.
UNFORGETTABLE MEMORIES

The next trip to Manila, a replica of the
first, but without Andrews, led to the astonishing
climax of the GovernorGeneral inviting me to
accompany him on his official tour of the
Islands. Dare I ask for an extension of leave ?
I did, and believe it or not here was the answer
to my reply paid telegram : "You will accom
pany the GovernorGeneral and submit an
intelligence report on your return." And so
started this Heavensent tour of duty of "The
British Army", as it was thus that I was
christened by the GovernorGeneral at the
outset and remained throughout. A faded
memory and the absence of any diary deny the
story of my amazing good fortune, but here are
a few of the memories that come to my mind
of this amazing six week's tour.
I can still hear, as it were, the Governor
General and his A.D.C. clad in pyjamas, and
cheek by jowl, singing to perfection their negro
spirituals with banjo accompaniment whilst we
glided in our little yacht through the unbeliev
able beauty of those phosphorescent se.as with
the coast line lit qp by myriads of fireflies.
I still see with astonishment a cloudless sky
blacked out by thousands of flying foxes—
how aptly named these weird creatures are—
when we landed in an isolated cove. My mouth
still waters at the thought of our duck shoot
on a crocodile infested lake—several hundreds
(duck, not crocodiles !) in a little ov^r an hour,
inclusive of a score or more with one barrel by
the Minister of the Interior) who got well into
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the brown when the tens of thousands on the
water just ahead of him took to flight.
Incidentally, to reach this lake we made an
allnight trip in native craft manned for and
aft by Moro crews who seldom stopped chanting
their war songs throughout the night. Under
the canopy in the centre of these praft there was
just room for a couple of mattresses side by
side. My stable companion was the Minister
of the Interior, and how aptly he fulfilled his
duties at regular intervals throughout the
journey, and especially at dawn when the tea
came round !
And now there comes to my mind the sight
of that wretched crocodile dragged from the
river bed to be presented to the Governor
General by the Moro Chieftain, by whom we
were entertained ; and I can still sense that
feeling of relief when we threw the wretched
creature overboard after our departure. And
finally, to bring refreshment at the close of my
labours, I recall the official reception at which
we helped ourselves with a ladle to the most
potent cocktail served in an enormous block
of ice scooped out in the centre to hold well
over a gallon. It only remains to add how
thankful the "British Army" was not to take
part in the march past of the troops which
followed, but to be able to hold on to the
balustrade of the saluting base next to the
GovernorGeneral and his staff, inclusive of
that illustrious but very austere soldier General
Pershing, who commanded the American troops
in the First World War.
H.H.C.B.

Hong Kong 1909—1911.
T N the March Dragon there appear two photo
graphs and an account of the doings of the
2nd Battalion now quartered in Hong Kong.
The pictures brought back many memories of
the time when the Battalion served in Hong
Kong during the years 19091911. In those
days barracks at Murray Barracks, the Peak
and Kowloon were occupied by companies of
the Battalion. It was on the same spot in
Murray Barracks that the Drummers of the
190911 Battalion Beat Retreat as the 1948
Battalion Beat Retreat today. I wonder how
many of the 1909 Battalion are alive today,
after two World Wars.
In sport on the Island the old Battalion more
than held its own. The Battalion won the
Football Shield, the Water Polo Cup, the
Hockey Cup and could turn out a first class
Regimental cricket side.

the dragon
The officers could put in three polo teams in
the Garrison and Open Polo Tournaments and
each was of a high standard.
How many remember the Army versus the
Navy Cricket match played on the ground near
the Law Courts and Murray Barrqcks ? The
two outstanding batsmen of their day, viz. the
Rev. W. H. Maundrell,. a Naval Padre, and
Captain Harry Baird, of The Buffs. The former
scored 203 runs in the Navy's first innings and
a "duck" in the second. The latter a "duck in
the first innings and a century in the second.
From time to time there has appeared in
The Dragon letters on the ability of certain
star performers at their particular sport, but
I have never seen any reference to one, who in
my mind was the best allrounder who ever
served in the Regiment. I refer to Captain
Harry Baird, not only a great cricketer, but
equally as great a hockey player. He stood in
a class of his own.
The Regiment has produced a few outstanding
men at various games, such as Major F. W.
Tomlinson at soccer. Those who served in
South Africa will remember what great in
fluence he had on the players, no matter of
what unit. His quiet and cool judgment and
unselfish play was at least a sound lesson of
playing the game for the game's sake. He was
without question the greatest soccer player in
the Regiment. He is, of course, an Old
Carthusian and Oxford footballer.
Mention above was made of the Rev.
Maundrell, the Naval hurdler and cricketer,
whom the writer remembers competing against
on the athletic field in the Hong Kong Cham
pionships, 1909, and not seen since April, 1909,
till Sunday, 11th April, 1948, when he was the
special' preacher at the Village Church of
Sturry. During his sermon he mentioned that
he was a former Naval Chaplain. My mind
enquired, can it be the old Cambridge double
blue who was serving in Hong Kong years ago ?
Was it the parson whose name was on everyone's
lips owing to his athletic prowess ? Can it
possibly be the old crack Naval cricketing and
hurdling Chaplain ? After the service I asked
whether he served in Hong Kong during 1909
1911 and whether he was the parson sportsman.
He replied, "Yes." This was enough to begin
the conversation on cricket, athletics, etc. It
was just 39 years to the very month that he
made that double century mentioned above and
the last time I saw him. Time has marched on
since then.
During the Battalion's tour of duty in Hong
Kong representatives of sport visited Manila
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where the Eastern Olympic Games were held,
Among them were a few members of Battalion ;
all were officers, with the exception of the
writer, who can recall the names of the following,
ably led by Captain Harry Baird : Our present
Colonel of the Regiment, Colonel J. Crookenden,
Colonel Harold Findlay and Captain Fort. It
was a most successful visit. The Yanks enter
tained the visitors in royal fashion. It will be
a lasting memory of those who were fortunate
to take part.
During the Battalion's first year on the
Island Lord Kitchener, on completing his
tenure of CommanderinChief India, called on
his way to Australia and inspected the Defences
of Hong Kong and stayed with MajorGeneral
Broadwood (a Cavalry officer), the G.O.C.
Hong Kong. On landing at the quayside he
was met with a Guard of Honour found from
the Battalion, and as he stepped on shore the
Band and Drums, under the baton of Mr.
C. B. Hewitt, played the "General Salute",
which echoed throughout the narrow streets
of the Colony.
The Battalion was commanded by Lieut.
Colonel R. Bayard, D.S.O., with Lieut. H. B.
Potter as his Adjutant. Major Geddes became
2 i/c, the Company Officers being Major Cobbe,
Captain Greenway, Captain Worthington,
Captain S. L. Barker, Captain GroveRaines,
Captain Fort, Captain Baird, Lieuts. The Hon.
P. G. Scarlett, J. Crookenden, J. Whitaker
Allen, Sill, Studd, Wedd and Major Findlay.
What grand men they were.
Lieuts. Soames and J. V. R. Jackson had
remained in South Africa, where they spent a
very long trekking holiday across the Veldt to
Northern Transvaal.
Who could forget the sight at Middleburg,
Transvaal, when they set off with their baggage
loaded on a number of tiny donkeys. The 6th
Mounted Infantry, of which "E" Company
formed part, bid them Good Hunting as they
moved off the square clothed and armed as
brigands. They remained in Africa as the
Battalion moved to Hong Kong via Durban,
Colombo, Singapore, etc.
The above is a very short description of the
1909 2nd Battalion, but it is suggested shews
the present Battalion they have at least a
standard of sport to set themselves. Reputation
and tradition should be their keynote and
I am quite sure they will make their stay as
memorable as the 1909 Battalion did during
their tour. Good luck to them.
A.W.A*
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Correspondence.
Storey's Gate,
St. James's Park,
London, S.W.I.
2nd April, 1948.
il
The Editor, The Dragon",
Depot The Buffs, Canterbury, Kent.
Dear Sir,
I have read with interest the article in the March issue
on the two books relating to the Nuremburg Trial.
The necessary facilities were afforded to Mr. Cooper
to enable him to write his book during the actual course
of the trial, at which he was his paper's correspondent,
but various factors resulted in it not appearing at an
earlier date. Mr. Calvorcaressi's book I have, however,
neither read nor previously heard of, but it seems as
well, in view of certain not entirely accurate inferences
that might be drawn from the article, for the background
from which his book has obviously been written to be
duly understood.
Mr. Calvorcaressi is an English barrister who became,
during the late war, a highly efficient intelligence officer
in the Air Force, from which he was demobilised during
the later half of the trial in the rank of Wing Commander.
. He rendered valuable services in the preparatory stages
before the trial and the actual defining of the General
Staff for the purposes of the Indictment was, in view of
his specialized knowledge of the organization of the
German war machine, a matter upon which his advice
was particularly sought. Subsequently he proceeded to
Nuremburg on attachment to the American Prosecution,
but continued to give assistance valuable to the other
delegations, and finally, on being demobilised, he was
engaged as one of the American prosecuting team, in
which capacity he actually took part himself in the
presentation of the case against the General Staff.
It would, therefore, not be surprising to find him
expressing adverse opinions on the Judgment of the
Tribunal on that body, but it should certainly not be
assumed that any views that he may have expressed
in that respect are also to be attributed to the Prosecution
as a whole. Mr. Cooper, in his book, has hinted that the
indicting of the General Staff was not viewed without
misgiving in our own circles, and, having had the
responsibility for the running of the trial on the British
side, I amable to confirm this to the extent of saying
that it would be quite erroneous for any assumption to
be made either that the inclusion of the General Staff
in the Indictment was supported on our side or that the
views of the British Prosecution on its subsequent
acquittal coincided with those endorsed or put forward
by Mr. Calcorcaressi. The former did in fact, as was
only to be expected, give rise to considerable controversy,
and the limitation of the organization as prescribed in the
Indictment really represented a compromise between
divergent views.
It is only necessary to read the Judgment—and this
it is necessary to do before any considered assessment
of it can be made—to find ample refutation as to its
having turned up n "nice technicalities comprehensible
only to lawyers", whilst, on the other hand, many may
share the view that was certainly felt at the tim<? in some
august Service circles as to certain considerations that
were clearly carefully weighed by the Tribunal, being' of
pertinent importance from the military point of view.
In case it may be of interest to some of your readers
who don't already know, there have, in addition to the
voluminous official verbatim report of the proceedings
which, although now stretching to Volume .15, so far

covers no more than the period up to 6th June, 1946,
also been published by the Stationery Office, in each
case separately, the Speeches of the Chief Prosecutors
at the Opening of the Trial, of the Close of the Case
against the Individual Defendants and, finally, at the
Close of the Case against the Indicted Organizations.
The same also applies in regard to the Judgment of the
Tribunal, and the cost is,except on the second occasion
when it was 3/, 2/6 in each case.
In conclusion, it may be of interest for me to mention
the rather intriguing position I found myself in when
once returning from Nuremburg in Field Marshal
Montgomery's own 'plane, and sitting in his own seat,
I had, as a fellowpassenger under escort at the rear,
his former adversary, von Runstedt.
Yours faithfully,
W. V. S. SINCLAIR.

"Galway",
Livingstone Road,
Claremont,
Cape Town.
The Editor, "The Dragon".
Dear Sir,
Some months ago one of The Buffs gave a very good
description of the fight at Drifontein in the S.A. War.
I wasn't there; but I was at Brakenlaagte, and I saw
quite a lot of that scrap, which we decidedly did not get
away with. When the 2nd Battalion moved from
Balmoral and Bruyespruit to Middleburg, I got a chance
to join Colonel Benson's Column, as a servant and groom
was asked for, for a Civil Surgeon, a Dr. Thompson.
There wasn't any rush for it, so I got it. I think I'd
had two trips with it when we came in to refit and
re victual. The Royal Scots were dropped and The
Buffs took their place. Six companies, I think ; but I still
stuck to my job. At Braken Laagte the Column were
going North to Brugespruit or Middleburg to refit,
all on short rations with a number of bullock waggons
full of Boer prisoners and women and children collected
from the farms which were burnt. Then the Column
ran into a column of three or four Boer Commandos,
one under General Botha. I forget the others (I have
no notes or anything else to fall back on). The first
trouble arose when a party of "D" Company (?) were
swept up by the Boers. They were searching the camp in
extended order for rounds of ammunition (that1 was one
of the Boer sources of supply). It was raining and a
heavy mist over everything and visibility only a few
yards. Then the Column was held up in front with the
Boers. I went up to see (I was quite spare and a non
combatant). I watched the two field guns in action,
with a young artillery officer in charge with a suit of
yellow oilskins. It was now raining heavily and when
the Column moved on nearly every waggon was stuck
in mud up to their hubs. I went back to the rear guard
and found one waggon hopelessly bogged. The section
of the rear guard standing in lee of it seemed in doubt
about leaving it. It belonged to the Field Hospital and
was full of kits of sick and wounded with, I knew, three
sick Indian Dooley Bearers under the tilt. It was a very
big waggon and looked like a pantechnicon. I climbed
in and told the Indians they had better get up and
"trek" if they didn't want to be captured. I advised
the Sergeant,(I can't think of his name) to bring along
the bullock team and leave the waggon. I think if he
had done so then, the big "smash" would not have
happened. Everyone seemed to say afterwards that
this waggon caused the trouble. Anyway, the fight
swung from the advanced guard to the rearguard and
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the two guns were in the rearguard now. I had left
then. The Column stopped and I joined the hospital.
We pitched'two of three tents and the wounded started
coming in. That was pretty grim ; they were short of
water and asked me to take a water cart and fill it at
the dam. I took it well in to avoid the thickest water
round the edge, and two natives and I started filling it
with little leather buckets while the bullets were
splattering all over the dam. We worked on the lee of
the water cart, I might say. After filling about five
thousand buckets, I decided to "get". We had to pour
the water through muslin into the tin linings of biscuit
cases then let it settle before it could be got through the
Berkfield" filter. That was all they could get for washing
wounds.
While doing this they were still fighting in the rear
guard. I went to see. I crossed a fallow field near the
farmhouse (burnt months before) and bullets were .
dropping. I found out why. On the further side was a
Maxim 1pounder gun firing
like hell, and nearby
a Maxim .303 of ours manned by Sgt. Sammy Picket.
He called me all the loafers on earth ! Soon after, the
troops had found spare tents and bivouacs, etc., and
were sending them to the hospital for the wounded.
Then it got dark, and waggons were going out picking
up the wounded. That lasted all night.
It was well after 9 o'clock when they found Colonel
Benson. I went in with him. They had a row about
his papers. The Boers (I think Botha was one) said they
were entitled to them as Colonel Benson wasa prisoner
first. The Colonel of the hospital refused to let them
have them (that was Surgeon Colonel Townshend of
the Indian Medical Staff). They dressed Colonel Benson's
wounds, one through the abdomen, one through the
thigh and, I think, one through the forearm. I was put
in charge of him in a bell tent. Raining like blazes
again. Then a burst of firing across the valley (some
trek oxen wandering about). The Boers, our two guns
and about 50 of The Buffs were a dozen miles away,
the Boers also licking their wounds. Then they brought
another officer in, a Captain Lloyd ? (A.F. Corps), shot
through both legs, but he was comparitively easy.
Colonel Benson was very bad and I could see he was
going. He was in agony and about three times I went
to the only doctor in the place for injections. Then
Colonel (afterwards Sir) Wools Sampson, who was
Benson's Staff or Intelligence Officer, came in and
asked him how he was. Benson replied he was bad,
but he added, "I'll give them hell for this". Wools
Sampson told him he had sent runners into Standerton
for relief and others to contact Colonel Copland's
Column, who were supposed to be working with Benson.
Colonel Benson died about an hour after.
The next two days were busy ones. A force of cavalry
arrived from Standerton and contact was made with
another column. Fiftytwo men were buried on the
field and about 250 wounded were packed in waggons
to trek to Springs, the nearest railway point. The
waggons were packed two feet or more with wool from
Boer farms and the transport boys rigged up supports
so that they could spread the waggon covers over them.
The third day we trekked off to Springs. I took charge
of one waggon in which was Cpl. Brady (?) who was
made Queen's Corporal after Drifontein. He'd been
shot in the back and had about four rounds of .303
driven through his shoulder blade. I rode on the waggon
next the driver and made him dodge as many rocks as
possible. We were going straight across country.
Once I saw some trouble with an India Dhooly. The
bearers were trying to stop the man in it from getting
out. I ran over and got him back and I kept with him
till I got a doctor to look after him. Poor chap, he was
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the officer in the yellow oilskins I had watched working
his guns. He died a day or so after and he was buried
at a place called Shepherds Kop.
As we approached Springs, a lot of young fellows and
girls on bikes rode out to meet the convoy, the girls in
white blouses and sailor straw hats. As we approached
the station it started raining and I saw the white hospital
train "Princess Christians" drawing slowly in. It had
been. sent to Middleburg or Brugespruit by mistake.
I quickly fouild a stretcher and one of the first on the
train was Brady. The day before he'd told me the
bandage was slipping off. I got some warm water and
disinfectant (no small job that !) and opened him up.
What a mess ! The whole wound was filthy. I got my
field dressing and two more and fixed him up, tied it
round his arms, legs and anything else. I bet the Sister
who cut him loose from that lot laughed ! I fixed him
up in a cot, put his "daddy bag" under his pillow,
wished him luck, then hurried back to pinch his blankets.
Yours, etc.,
H. G. COPELAND,
Late 3825 "B" Coy.,
2nd Bn. The Buffs.

16 St. Andrew Terrace,
Dover.
April 3rd, 1948.
The Editor, "The Dragon", Canterbury.
Dear Sir,
May the following be inserted in the next issue of the
Regimental Magazine The Dragon. It is in respect of
my father, the late Martin McNeir, who passed away
on Easter Sunday, 28th March, 1948, at Dover in his
90th year.
There may be a few of his old pals still on parade who
may remember him from the following brief record of
his service which I copied from his two "Soldier s Small
Book" (A.B.50). One I assume was issued for his first
engagement and the other for his second engagement,
as he appears to have two numbers. His discharge and
character certificate were signed by Colonel C. W. Kelly
as Commanding 1st Provisional Battalion. The following
officers' names appear in his two books : 2/Lieuts.
A. E. Ommaney, C. J. Black, R. E. Power, DunDonald,
Grove Raines.
Here are the particulars of his enlistment and service :
Enlisted Canterbury, 28th December, 1880.
No. 1844 and 3700. 45th Brigade.
Service abroad—to China, 21st December, 1881.
Egypt, 30th October, 1885.
India, 2nd March, 1892.
Campaigns (Actions)—1897. N.W. Frontier, India.
1898. Bajour, Mamund,
Utmon Khel, Buner.
Discharged to Pension, 22nd July, 1902.
He also saw service in the First World War from a
date in 1916 to 1919 in the Royal Defence Corps.
I am, Sir,
Yours respectfully,
C. H. MCNEIR,
ex6278534.
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3vd April, 1948.

The Buffs Golfing Society

#

Dear Sir,
The response to the call for support of the Golfing
Society seems to be meeting with a fair amount of
success.
Many of us ^yould like to take a more active part,
but living so far away, as some of us do, makes it very
difficult to break away too much from our businesses.
During the Canterbury Cricket Week, however,
there is always a, large gathering of Buffs. Would it not
be possible to arrange a not too serious meeting one
evening of that Week ?
I feel sure that the members of the Canterbury Golf
Club would once more offer us the hospitality of their
course, and I believe an Evening Meeting might be
wellsupported.
Cricket often finishes earlyon the third day of a
match, and it should be possible to start golf by 5 or
5.30.
It might even be that John Connolly or the then
reigning head of affairs at the Depot could arrange a
buffet supper after the meeting.
It would be interesting to have the views of others.
Yours, etc.,
6 Bayswater Avenue,
Westbury Park,
Bristol, 6.

The Past and Present
Association.
Life Members
MARCH 1ST—31ST, 1948

Ashford Branch.—Hall, T. M.
London Branch.—Cox, Lieut. M. W.
Canterbury Branch.—Smithers, C. W., Maufluit, Lieut.
A. W.
Faversham Branch.—Dowle, A.

Annual Members
MARCH 1ST—31ST, 1948

London Branch.-—Sancto, L. R., Cominetti, J. A.
Margate Branch.—Hearn, G. A. S.
Heme Bay Branch.-—Bard, A. H.
Folkestone Branch.-—Wittaker, C. S.
Brighton Branch.—Antrobus, V., Guest, C. W.
Ford, F. S., Northeast, A., Hallett, H.

Benevolent Fund
GRANTS

E. V. ARGLES.

Mar.

The Buffs Golfing Society

\The, views of others on the above lively and interesting
proposals will be welcomed by the Captain, Lieut.-Colonel
J. Crookenden, D.S.O., Barham. near Canterbury.—The
Editor.]

Regimental Gazette—continued from p. 86.

REGULAR ARMY
THE BUFFS.—Maj. (Q.M.) P. W. Ransley,
M.B.E. (105988), is seconded to the E.R.E.

List (Pt. II), 27th November, 1947.

REGULAR ARMY
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS
THE BUFFS.—W.S./Lt. A. C. Maxwell (365636)

relinquishes his commn., 25th February, 1948,
and is granted the hon. rank of Lt.

1.
1.

2.
2.
4.
5.

To the Editor, "The Dragon".
Sir,
Recalling that the Society owes its birth to a Past v
Present match played at Sandwich during the Canter
bury Cricket Week of 1922, might not a similar match
played over the Canterbury cotirse this year both add
to the fun of .the Week and help on the Society's revival ?
The programme might consist of foursomes starting
sufficiently early to permit of all returning to the
cricket ground to enjoy their respective luncheon parties
in our enclosure. Maybe Wednesday would be the best
day.
'
Yours faithfully,
Sandwich.
H. H. C. BAIRD.
1 \th April, 1948.

1.

6.

11.
16.
16.
16.
22.

25.

£
4
5
3
4
4
4
10
5
5
6
9
5
3
5
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17
0
8
0
0
0
0
0
0
10
15
0
0
0
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0
0
3
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

£
2
10
5
3
4
3
3
5
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0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
10 0
0 0
0 0

World War Charitable Fund
GRANTS

Mar.
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2.

5.
9.
16.
14.
16.

16.
16.
19.
19.
19.
19.
19.
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0

0

3 7 6
4 0 0
3 00
1

8 10

2 10

InterBranch Darts Competition
Canterbury beat Ashford.
Medway beat Faversham.
Sandwich beat Ramsgate.

0
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Ashford Branch
Our Branch Meeting at the Drill Hall, 3rd
April. Mr. H. Barnes in the Chair, Mr. F.
Marsh, ViceChairman, Captain Butcher, Vice
President. There must have been, some
whispering going around to cause so many to
find their way to the Drill Hall, for it was not
the dancing that was the attraction to the old
ones this time. It must have been what some
started this life with (the bottle) for in the
early days it was one of the best things to keep
us quiet, but now to some it has a very soothing
effect. Buffs and some others call it wallop—
it acts like magic. Wallop that extra penny
now you know the result of the Budget, and it
all goes up in smoke. If only those responsible
for it could hear what I have this very day
about it, they would not feel very happy about
their splendid work.
It was decided that we should have a grand
opening at the Drill Hall as soon as the necessary
formalities of filling in forms, etc., Have been
completed, and send out invitations to other
Branches.
With the support of Captain Butcher, O.C.,
4th Battalion Support Company, it is up to
us to give him all our help to get his company
up to full strength. Should any old Buff wish
to rejoin, or has sons wishing to join the T.A.,
he should get in touch with the O.C., Drill Hall,
Ashford, as soon as possible.
INTERGROUP DARTS COMPETITION. — We
played the Weald Branch at the Woolpack,
Tenter den. Our lads came away the winners
after the Weald had won the first leg. Ashford
managed to get the next three in very close
games.
F.H.H.
LADIES' GUILD

The monthly meeting of the Guild was held
in the Drill Hall on April 14th, at 3 p.m., with
Mrs. King presiding.
It was a larger gathering than usual, and all
spent an enjoyable afternoon.
The Chairman, on behalf of all 'present,
extended a hearty welcome to Mrs. Hopkins,
an old member. All were sorry to hear that
Mrs. Hogwood was again having trouble with
her eye.
Many thanks are due to the Chairman for a
handkerchief sachel which was won by Mrs.
W. Coleman. This draw realised four shillings
for the Guild fund. Delicious cakes were given
by Mrs. Beeching, Miss Constants, Mrs. W.

Coleman and Mrs. Stevens. These, together
with other gifts brought in another 6/3.
Suggestions were made for a summer outing.
This met with the approval of all present.
The meeting closed at 4.30 p.m.
E.L.E.P.

London Branch
A meeting of the London Branch was held at
the Prince Alfred, Tufton Street, Westminster,
S.W.l, on Saturday, 20th March, with Colonel
Harry Fine in the Chair.
We were pleased to have with us Colonel
C. E. Vaughan, Mr. J. C. Neale Dalton, Captain
H. Hopps, Captain Brittain, Major J. E.
Enright, Captain A. T. Farrow, ViceChairman
Captain G. J. Emery and Tony Mason.
The members stood in silence to the memory
of 5^838 C. F. Harris, 2nd Battalion, A. G.
Lewis, D.C.M., 2nd and 3rd Battalions, and
Darky Warchus.
MINUTES.—The Minutes of the last meeting
were read, passed and signed.
CENOTAPH PARADE.—It was proposed by
Mr. Clarke and seconded by Mr. Harrison that
the Annual parade be held at 6 p.m., Saturday,
19th June, immediately before the monthly
meeting. Mr. E. Tong proposed Major Enright
be asked to organise the parade; this was
seconded by Mr. Harrison and agreed to by all
present including Major Enright. Ladies are
cordially invited to attend a Social gathering
after and any branch business will be dealt
with as quickly as possible.
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY.—The annual visit
to Canterbury was discussed, as was the
proposed visit to the Folkestone Branch.
DARTS.—The Chairman presented a dart
board to the teams for their exclusive use, the
board to remain the property of the Branch.
NEW MEMBERS.—Mr. Rees and Mr. Ward
(1st Battalion) and Mr. L. C. Clifford (5th
Battalion) attended for the first time and were
welcomed into the Branch by the Chairman.
BUN PENNY COLLECTION.—The sum of 30/
was collected.
RAFFLE.—A parcel of groceries presented by
Mr. and Mrs. Collins was raffled and was won
by Captain Brittain, who returned it to be
raffled again, when it was won by Mrs. Odell.
The Benevolent Fund was credited with
£1 15s. 6d. and the Darts Fund with 5/ from
the proceeds. Three new laid eggs, supplied by
Mr. Collins, were raffled and won by Mrs.
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Taylor, who asked that they be sent to Captain
E. Carter.
There being no further business, the meeting
was closed and the remainder of the evening
was devoted to the darts tournament.
Our Committee Meeting was held on 10th
March at >No. 8 Queen Anne's Gate, S.W.I,
with Colonel Harry Fine in the Chair. Messrs.
Collins, Billings Hawkins, the Secretary, Vice
Presidents Major Enright and J. C. Neale
Dalton attended. A 'phone message tendering
his apologies for absence on business was
received from ViceChairman Captain G. J.
Emery.
MINUTES.—The minutes of the last meeting
were read, passed and signed.

22ND ANNIVERSARY BALL.—Mr. Collins out
lined his plans for the Ball—dancing from
7.30 p.m. until 11.59 p.m., with running buffet.
The price of tickets originally quoted at 9/
will be 9/6 in consequence of the general
increase of 10% in the cost of meals.
OTHER BUSINESS.—Darts, Cenotaph Parade,
.proposed visit to Folkestone Branch and
Remembrance Sunday were discussed. There
being no further business the meeting was
closed with a hearty vote of thanks to the
Chairman.
HERE AND THERE

We are sorry to learn of the deaths of C. F.
Harris, 2nd Battalion, A. G. Lewis, D.C.M.,
2nd and 3rd Battalions, and R.S.M. Darky
Warchus.
If at Brighton on holiday do not forget to
pay a visit to Major H. Milton and the branch
meetings held at 7.30 p.m., first Monday in
the month at Churchill House.
6TH BATTALION, 19141918.—Mr. R. W.
Billings is still receiving names for the reunion
dinner. His address : 14 Hornfair Road,
Charlton Road, S.E.7.
We receive an occasional letter from G.
Allard and A. G. Stevens of the 2/5th Battalion.
We are still hoping to raise a Branch cricket
team.
R.S.M. Jimmy Dray keeps in touch with us ;
no doubt he pays a visit to Brighton on the
first Monday.
A. E. Furner and Charles Gibbs claim their
usual seats at each meeting. They miss George
Dillistone.

Captain Brittain attends every meeting, no
matter the weather, and comes up from
Halstead in Essex where he is stationed.
There were many of Colonel Vaughan's old
boys at the March Meeting.
Bill Everitt and an old friend were celebrating
a 50th anniversary ; whether enlisting or
wedding, I did not gather.
We have missed Mrs. Enright lately and hope
she will soon be well enough to attend more
meetings.
Major H. G. James sends best wishes to all
members of our Branch.
George Dillistone, Arthur Veale and E.
Gould send best wishes to Captain Massey
Blomfield in South Africa. We do not know his
address so cannot send him the London Branch
Newsletter.
Should anyone meet a Buff in the London
area who is not a member of the Association,
please send his name and address to E. Gould,
51 Lincoln's Inn Fields, W.C.2.
We welcome members of other branches/all
Battalions and in fact all Buffs to our Cenotaph
Parade in June, at 6 p.m. on Saturday the 19th.
Come along whether a member of the Association
or not and make it the finest parade we have
ever had. After the parade come along to our
meeting place and contact old friends. There
will be someone there who is pleased to see you.
There will be refreshments available.
We have the addresses of 1,295 of our
members of the London Branch and many
names of others with whom we have lost touch,
their letters having been returned marked
D.L.O. by the Post Office. If anyone runs
across a Buff who has not heard from us lately,
ask him to forward his new address.
E.C.W.G.
DARTS COMPETITION KNOCKOUT

At least seventy members of the Branch
witnessed the presentation of a Southern dart
board to the London darts teams by the
Chairman, Colonel Harry Fine, who also threw
the first dart into the board, scoring 18, so we
could not catch him for a penny in the box.
After the presentation we got down to the
Competition with London "A" Team being
the victors in the first and second rounds.
The game between "A" and "B" Teams was a
very good game, with "B" Team winning the
first two legs and "A" Team winning the last
three. The scoring was very good, being it is
the first time we have played on a Southern
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board since we were at the Medway. The highest
scores of the evening were four 76s, being scored
by Messrs. Norman, Haslett, Kebbell and
R. J. Collins. There was quite a number of
60s scored by Major Enright, Mr. Tong, Mr.
O'Dell and other members of the teams. Keep
it up, London.
Mr. Cotton passed his evening away selling
raffle tickets for three new laid eggs for the
Darts Fund, which raised 17/4. The eggs were
won by Mrs. Taylor, who asked for them to be
passed on to Captain E. Carter. Many thanks,
Mrs. Joe Taylor, for your kind thoughts ; also
may we take this opportunity of thanking Mr.
Cotton for the help you gave us in the selling
of the raffle tickets. .
We are looking forward to the next draw
now to see who we come up against and may
the best team win. Keep it up, London, and
good luck to you in future rounds.
R.J.C.
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REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY. — Members were
again reminded that Remembrance Sunday
this year is on August 8th. Two coaches had
been booked by the London Branch and
members were urged to book early and pay a
deposit.
RAFFLES.—Our sincere thanks to those
members who presented raffle prizes : Mrs.
Jackson, a jar of jam, won by Mrs. Taylor,
which realised 9/10 ; a mystery parcel from
Mrs. Billings realised 16/9 and was won by
Mrs. Kingsley ; a Tea Strainer and Stand by
Mrs. Odell was won by Mr. Billings and realised
10/9.
OUR MEN FOLK.—The Guild place on record
its deep appreciation in the way the men folk
of the London Branch come along after the
business meeting to escort their ladies home.
Somehow they managed to win the darts.
MESSAGE.—During the evening a message
was received from Mrs. Carter giving the latest
rtews.
D.E.S.

LADIES' GUILD

Notwithstanding the black fog, several
members braved the elements, with the result
that there was a large gathering when the
Chairman, Mrs. Spinner, opened the Meeting
at the Prince Alfred on Saturday, 6th March
last. Our thanks to all for showing such a fine
Buff spirit.
MINUTES.—The Minutes of the previous
Meeting were read, passed and signed. There
were no questions arising out of the Minutes.
REGRETS.—The following " sent regrets for
nonattendance and their good wishes to all
members : The Hon. Mrs. Gerald Scarlett
(Guild President), Mrs. Guy Lee, Mrs. R. W.
Keown, Mrs. and Miss Enright, Mrs. Carter,
Mrs. Billings, Miss Jean Coley.
CORRESPONDENCE.—A letter written by Major

Enright on behalf of Captain Erny Carter was
read out thanking the Guild, the individual
members and their husbands for their letters
and kind enquiries concerning his illness. As it
was Captain Carter's express wish the letter
should be sent to the Guild it should be con
sidered in the light as if he had personally
written it. These letters are very helpful.

BADGES.—The Chairman announced that
the cost of the new Guild Badge would be 2/6.
The members are now eagerly awaiting the
receipt of these badges from Canterbury.
"DRAGONS".—A number of copies of the

Regimental Journal were sold by Mrs. Collins.

There was a nice gathering of members at the
Prince Alfred Restaurant on Saturday, 3rd
April, with Mrs. Spinner in the Chair.
MINUTES.—The Minutes of the previous
meeting were read, passed and signed. There
were no questions arising out of the Minutes.
 CORRESPONDENCE —Letters were received
from the Guild President, lhe Hon. Mrs.
Gerald Scarlett, Mrs. Guy Lee, Mrs. Keown,
Mrs. Carter and Mrs. Love.
Sick.—The Chairman said all would regret
to hear that both Mr. and Mrs. Redman were
ill, likewise Mrs. Cissie Redman, and that all
members would wish this fine Buff family a
speedy return to health.
REGRETS.—Regrets for inability to be present
were received from Mrs. Enright and Mrs.
Billings.
CENOTAPH PARADE.—The Chairman an
nounced that the March to the Cenotaph would
take place on Saturday, June 19th next. Fall
in on the Horse Guards Parade at 6 p.m. Ladies
are invited to take part and afterwards to a
concert at Tufton Street.

Dragons.—Mrs. Collins was busy selling
Dragons and we should like to see the circulation
of the Regimental Journal much increased.
NEW BADGES.—It was stated the new badges
had not yet arrived for issue. We hope to
receive them by next meeting.
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GUESSING COMPETITION.—Mrs. Kebbell pre
sented a very fine fully dressed doll. The name
of the doll was sealed in an envelope and which
realised 31/. Colonel Harry Fine, the Chairman
of the London Branch, unsealed the envelope
and the name revealed was Johanna. As the
doll was not won it will be raffled next meeting
night. Our thanks to Colonel Fine for giving
us his support.
RAFFLES.—Raffles of goods useful for the
housewife were given by Mrs. Billings, Mrs.
Odell, Mrs. Collins and Mrs. Carveli and which
realised £1 12s. 7d. Our most grateful thanks
to these ladies for their kindness.
DARTS MATCH.—The usual match took place
between the London Branch and the Guild,
the men winning 2 legs to 1.
We were pleased to have with us Mrs. Will
Ricketts*
D.E.S.

Dover Branch
LADIES' GUILD

Our Guild had, during the past year, regular
meetings each month at the Coop Cafe, with a
large attendance at each meeting. We had a
few instructive meetings, such as cookery,
fruit bottling, jammaking, etc., which were
all very interesting. Since these meetings, we
have made these cooking dishes, and taken
them to our meetings and they were judged
for us and prizes given to the winners.
We have enrolled seven new members during
the past year, and we truly hope to do better
this year, so we hope all who are interested
will come along and join our party. All will be
made very welcome.
On February 4th a party of 30 members
went to Folkestone Theatre to see Jack and the
Beanstalk. This was a Christmas treat to all,
and everyone thoroughly enjoyed it.
A party of about 20 members paid a visit to
Buckland Paper Mills. This proved very
interesting and instructive.
On June 10th we had a grand Social and
Whist Drive. We had the, ^pleasure of enter
taining the ladies from Deal and Folkestone
Branches to this event. We had a grand time
and had a lovely tea too. We had Bagatelle
for the ladies that didn't play Whist. Prizes
were given for this also.
We regret we were not able to accept the
invitation to visit Deal to a Social. We should
all have loved to have gone, but the time was
inconvenient to most of our members.

A real grand time was had at the Christmas
Social, which was combined with the men,
Buffs Past and Present Association. All were
agreed it couldn't have been better. There
were grand entertainers, and the refreshments
were so good, too, and welcomed by everyone,
and all hope that we shall meet again soon and
have another do.
Our Annual General Meeting took place on
Tuesday, March 9th ; a large crowd attended
too, which makes it worth while. We voted for
new Committee and Officers and Mr. Millington,
a Buff from Hong Kong, came and counted the
ballot for us. This was done as soon as the
Minutes of Qur last meeting were read and
signed as correct by our Chairman. The
statement of the year's work was read, and all
agreed that we had done well. Our Annual
Outing was discussed and final plans have now
been made to go to Wannock Gardens on
June 23rd. This we think will be a good day's
outing.
We had a Beetle Drive ; this proved very
amusing, but all enjoyed it. We thank all for
parcels they kindly brought to be raffled. A
vote of thanks was given to our Treasurer and
Secretary for the valuable work they had done
during the past year, and hope they will be able
to carry on the same during the coming year.
Tea was then served and there being no further
business to discuss, the meeting was closed.
Our next meeting will be on April 13th, so
if there are any ladies who would like to join,
we will be more than pleased to welcome them.
Officers elected were as follows : Chairman,
Mrs. Crookenden ; Vice-Chairman, Mrs. Mead ;
Secretary, Mrs. Mills.; Treasurer, Mrs. Collins ;
Committee, Mrs. Millington, Mrs. Barker, Mrs.
Knight, Mrs. Foulkes, Mrs. E. Carter, Mrs. D.
Smith, Mrs. Clark.
Medway Branch
Our March Meeting was held on Saturday
the 20th, a week earlier than usual, owing to
the Easter holidays, and as usual was under
the Chairmanship of Mr. Cox, who was
supported by the Hon. Treasurer and the Hon.
Secretary.
' Business was cut to a minimum because of
the visit of Faversham Branch dart team.
The Minutes of the February Meeting were
read and passed, although some objections
were raised to them, mainly that they were
not in enough detail. There was no corres
pondence, and so the only other business was
the further arrangements for our Summer
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Outing, and the collections. The meeting was
then declared closed, and our dart team began
to sharpen up the weapons and loosen up in
general.
Incidentally, talking of collections, Mr.
Moorey's is getting along fine, and I would like
to point out that the Branch is foregoing its
Sports and Entertainment Fund to enable this
little act of comradeship to be carried out.
Now I must apologize to the members of the
Faversham Branch who unfortunately wandered
all over the Medway towns looking for my
private address, and then finding that the
match was to be played at our headquarters.
I must say they all took their misfortune in
excellent spirits, and thoroughly enjoyed them
selves. We've earned ourselves some more
support in the semifinal. Yes, we won our
2nd round match quite easily, in fact 5 straight
legs. Faversham gave us a splendid game
though, and we all thank them most heartily
for being; so sporty about it all. After the
match eats were handed round and once again
we must thank Mr. and Mrs. Daw and Mr.
Kennard for them.
A bottle of port was won by Mr. Kennard,
but he was very reluctant about serving it out
amongst twelve very thirsty dart players.
I was very pleased to see "Trousers" Sales
turn up, even though he is not right yet. He's
got the right spirit though, coming all the way
from Gravesend.
The other day I was shown round a few
"Old Buffs" haunts in Maidstone by George
Chapman, and he knows them all. We met
"Jenny" Broadwood, and I'm afraid .he is not
too good, having a cancer in the throat, but he
is very cheerful about it. We also met Jim
Slender hugging his own corner in the public
bar.
We were all very pleased to see Sgt. May
this month. He is home from Southern
Rhodesia on a long leave, looking very fit and
well. He told us some interesting tales of the
Royal Tour last year.
I'm afraid we are not seeing very many new
members lately, so see if you can't drag some
along, "Medwayites", and also, seats are
beginning to get a bit scarce on the 'bus to
Canterbury, in August, so please hurry up and
let me have your names.
All the very best of luck from Medway Branch
to all past and present Buffs,
A,P.P.
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Sittingbourne Branch
The Annual Meeting of the Branch was held
at the Drill Hall, East Street, Sittingbourne,
on 13th February, Colonel D. J. Dean presiding.
The chief item of business was the election of
officers, and all the retiring officers were duly
reelected, Colonel Dean as Chairman, Major
J. E. Wills as ViceChairman, Lieut.Colonel
G. E. Stevens as Treasurer and Mr. R. H. J.
Russell as Secretary. Our thanks are due to
all of them for the very great interest which
they take in the Branch.
Bob Russell has worked very hard for the
Branch, and it was particularly pleasing to the
members that he consented to carry on the
onerous duties of Secretary. Not all the
members realize how much time Bob devotes
to the work of the Association, but those
closely connected with the running of the'
Branch do and know that Bob never spares
himself.
The financial situation of the Branch is most
satisfactory, and it is hoped that the position
will be further improved this year.
The Club continues to make a good show in
the InterClub games. Our thanks are due to
the Ivy Leaf Club, who permit us to use their
Club for our home games.
The attendance at this meeting was very
encouraging and augurs well for the future.

The monthly meeting of the Branch was
held at the Drill Hall, East Street, Sitting
bourne, on Friday, 9th April. Colonel D. J.
Dean was in the Chair, and there was a fair
attendance of members.
The Secretary reported the death of Mr.
Saddleton, who had been a very staunch
member of the Branch for many years, and had
done a great deal of work for the British Legion.
The news of his death was received with great
regret, and in view of the great work he had
done for the assistance of noedy exservice men,
it was decided to send a donation of £1, in his
memory, to the Benevolent Fund of the British
Legion. The Branch can ill afford the loss of
such a man.
We were very pleased to welcome Sgt. G.
Davies, who was on leave from Germany. He
was a regular attendant at our meetings before
the War, and is, of course, well known to all
members of the old 4/5th Buffs. We shall look
forward to seeing him again when he is next
on leave.

*
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The Secretary was busy collecting the names
of members who wish to travel to Canterbury
for the Remembrance Sunday Service. Two
coaches have been booked and anyone who
wishes a seat should get in touch with Bob
Russell as soon as possible, because last year
there were several members for whom seats
could not be found. This year we have an
extra coach, but members should book early
and avoid possible disappointment.
After the meeting a practice shoot was held
at which we were pleased to see two new
members of the second war vintage taking part.
We should like to see more of the younger
members attending the meetings ; they will be
very welcome.
Ramsgate Branch
We returned back to form, quite a good
muster at our March Meeting. Jolly nice of
Colonel Orwin to come along, brought better
news of Captain Carter. Ernie gets the sun
shine I am sure his progress will speed up,
then we hope to see him again at Ramsgate.
R.S.M. "Jeff" is a regular face at our meeting.
Jeff belongs to the Jones and Carters school of
Buffs. He can talk of the days back in India
when Dapper was a young Sergeant and I can
say without fear of contradiction to me and
countless other Buffs that Dapper, etc., were
the finest Buffs we knew. Proper "Duck"
brand.
I trust the "Agony column" will meet with
success as I should like to see a Reunion of
the l/4th Buffs.
Now for the Meeting report :—
Sixty members of the Past and Present
Association, The Buffs (Ramsgate Branch),
attended the monthly meeting held at the
Freemasons' Tavern, Ramsgate, last week.
Mr. E. H. Swendell occupied the Chair, and
was supported by Captain H. Knight, Colonel
W. Orwin, Major N. Taylor, Captain R. Morgan,
Captain M. Smith, Mr. F. Rogers and Mr. B. E.
Knott (Hon. Secretary).
Letters of apology for absence were received
from Major A. J. H. Taylor, Colonel C. F. S.
Witts, Captain K. F. Speakman, Captain W.
Barton, Messrs. A. Clinch, A. Palmer, H.
Longley, R. Durrant, E. Baynton, S. Blackburn
and J. Elson.
Extending a welcome to Colonel Orwin and
Captain Smith, the Chairman expressed the
Branch's appreciation of their presence, which
assisted progress. The sympathy of members
was extended to Captain Carter and Mr. J.

Taylor, who were prevented by illness from
being present that evening, and hopes expressed
for their speedy recovery.
Colonel Orwin, after thanking the Chairman
and members for his welcome, stated that he
had visited Captain Carter, who had expressed
his thanks for kind letters sent him by the
Branch and individual members.
A letter was read from the Association
General Secretary which revealed that the
Ramsgate team was to meet the Margate team
in the Knockout Competition, the match to be
played at Ramsgate at a date to be arranged
by the Social Committee.
Refreshments were served by host Dick
Atkins at the conclusion of the business pro
ceedings, and the remainder of the evening was
spent in reviving old comradeship.
On March 22nd we visited the Territorial
Social Club. A report follows
At the opening function of the Territorial
Social Club at the Drill Hall, Willson's Road,
Ramsgate, on Monday evening, a party of 30
members of the Ramsgate Branch of the Past
and Present Association, The Buffs, accepted
an invitation to be present.
Major Nigel Taylor, O.C. of "A" Company,
4th Buffs (T.A.), together with other officers,
represented the Territorial Association, and the
Past and Present were led by their Chairman,
Mr. E. H. Swendell, Captain R. Morgan, M.C.,
and Mr. B. E. Knott (Hon. Secretary).
A very enjoyable evening was spent, the
"Terriers" beating the older generation in the
shooting competition. Scores were as follows :
T.A.—Major Taylor, 15 ; Lieut. Neville, 36 ;
Lieut. Price, 56; Sgt. Gabriel, 50; Pte.
Howard, 47 ; C.S.M. Excell, 32 ; Total, 236.
Past and Present—Messrs. Hitch, 31 ; Moody,
28; Simpson, 10 ; Foad, 33 ; Blake, 52 ;
Grainger, 27 ; Total, 181.
Darts.—Past and Present won all four games.
Snooker.—Past and Present won both games.
Mr. Knott beat Major Taylor in an individual
dart match.
Mr. F. Rogers, M.M., undertook the duties of
pianist throughout the evening, and a
thoroughly good time was enjoyed by all
present.
B.E.K.
Margate Branch
Our monthly meeting, held on Wednesday,
April 7th, was held this month at the Drill
Station of the Margate Detachment, "A"
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Company, 4th Buffs, and the Club Room, with
its 4th Battalion trophies, cups, shields, etc.,
and numerous photographs of past events, was
bright and cheerful. A very strong muster of
members was present, and we were pleased to
see among them Captain Barber. Captain
Tilleard was in the Chair, supported by the
ViceChairman, Secretary, Treasurer, and a full
Committee. Business was kept to a minimum,
the event of the evening, to which many were
looking forward^ being a shooting match
between a team representing "A" Company,
4th Buffs, and one from the Margate Branch,
Past and Present Association. The Territorial
team were winners, the scores being, "A"
Company 256, Past and Present 218. Major
Taylor, Lieut. Price and C.S.M. Excell scored
maximum points at grouping, for the Terri
torials, while Mr. Jarman, for Past and Present,
scored a maximum for application, being the
only marksman in either team to do so.
After the match beer and sandwiches,
provided by Captain Tilleard, were sampled.
Thus fortified, a little further "sharprshooting"
was indulged in by some members, while others
gathered around the dart board. It was a most
enjoyable evening.
We welcomed to the Branch a new member,
Mr. F. Holliday.
We are sorry to hear that Mr. Harman is so
ill, and hope that by the time these notes
appear in print he will be about again.

Canterbury Branch
The Branch notes this month must necessarily
be of events of sport and pleasure, both past
and future, and shows a definite increase in the
life of the Club and greater support for those who
are trying to wake the Club up to the standard
desired by our late Sports Secretary.
On March 15th a darts match was played at
home against a team from the "Waterloo",
and after a keen struggle resulted in a draw,
33. It was noticed that the two "champs",
F. P. and H.H., played together ; whether this
was by design or accident nobody seems to
know, even pennies went into the box, but
should have been shillings; anyhow, we hope
they will be able to hold their heads up again
in the near future. A member was heard to
remark "Had they been D.S.". Thanks to the
second and third rate players the Club held its
own. It was grand having the help of the
Treasurer, who pegged away, and although he
and his partner lost, they were not disgraced.

101

On March 22nd a double darts match against
the "Black Lion" was played at the "Black
Lion"—a team of men and a team of ladies.
Eighteen men and eight ladies turned up, this
being a record crowd for an away match. Mr.
Parratt (Chairman) was present to support the
teams, but, alas, he was not strong enough, as
both teams lost, the men losing 21 and the
ladies 43, although the worst disaster was
losing the "Gallon". The ladies' darts team is
going strong, but would welcome a few more
ladies at practice. Two of them have entered
with the men for an individual knockout com
petition. Since this has been known, it has
been observed that the two champs, (men)
have altered the height of the dartboard, and
had their eyesight tested, now they want a
hockey fixed. Why all this preparation? Or
are they still shaking ?
In the InterGroup Darts Knockout Com
petition, Canterbury is drawn against Ashford
at Canterbury. This is to be played on April
12th and we all look forward to having Ashford
with us and hope for a pleasant evening.
BAT AND TRAP.—The Club has entered for
the League and all cups and we hope under
the leadership of our Captain of last year
(Mr. H. Hogben, Jnr.), the team will still hold
the Cup. Support is needed and although some
members say they have never played, a little
practice is always available in the evenings.

A good deal of amusement is still caused by
our Saturday evening raffles. In fact, some
really "take the cake", much to the dismay of
one lady who bought a cake for Sunday tea
but had not reckoned with Gill.
Our Monthly Meeting was held on April 2nd.
Mr. L. F. Parratt in the Chair, and fifteen
members were present. At the meeting Major
T. Burt was officially elected as ViceChairman,
and a welcome to him was accorded by the
Chairman. May we see more of him at the
Club ; this is not meant as a wisecrack, T.B.,
but as a wish from all members. We welcomed
the appearance of Mr. Davey from the Herne
Bay Branch, whose visit to oiir meeting was
the first in the visits of members $f the two
branches at their meetings, whereby one
member of each branch attends the other branch
meeting.
The dates of the outings have been fixed.
Men's Outing, June 20th, and Mixed Outing,
July 18th. A good number of names for both
outings are appearing on the lists, so it is hoped
we shall have two enjoyable days. The destin
ations have yet to be fixed, so all we have to
hope for now is fine weather.

THE

102

DRAGON

It is regretted that we have to announce the
death of Mr. "Tich" Mears, who , died on
March 11th, 1948, and was buried on March
15th. Although getting on in years, he was a
good supporter of the Club and liked his game
of . crib and darts. Those who went'on last
year's outing will remember how well "Tich"
enjoyed himself, and his dive across country.
A good number of members of the Club attended
the funeral to pay their last respects to an old
friend. Wreaths were sent from members and
honorary members.
Another old staunch member, Bill Justice,
is very ill, and we all wish him a speedy recovery.
Several members are waiting for the time when
they can visit him. This is the first time Bill
has ever missed coming to the Club on Saturday
evenings, no matter what the weather, and as
he cycles from Littlebourne this is no small feat.
We hope he will soon be up to resume those
evenings. Later—it is now learned that Bill is
recovering, much to the delight of all members.
Did Gill and Fred think there was a "black
Monday" as well as a "black Friday" or had
they forgotten to read "Hints on Crib playing"
before tackling two amateurs.
When did Jim turn into a stationery office,
and what did his wife say when given a piece
of paper to place in the ballot box ? As this
was Army Form 1, readers must use their
imagination.
Brighton Branch
We can at last report we are under way and
very nearly on a „ firm footing with Colonel
G. F. Hamilton, M.C., as President, 32 members
and such an excellent meeting house and Club
as Churchill House.
Our aim must be 50 members and at least
40 of these present at each monthly meeting.
We still want the young exsoldiers to come
along and join. Maybe they will in time, but
the majority of our members are old soldiers
of the 191418 War and of course one or two
with South African medals. We've had four
gatherings so far and aim at a smoking concert
for our May Meeting. May the weather be
fine and the talent roll up.
We thank the Medway Branch for their
letter of good wishes and hope to be able to
entertain them as a branch one of these days.
Our big hope is to be represented at Canter
bury by at least 30 members on August 8th.
We must fill one coach and we hope for two.

It's good to see the older members turning
up from all over Sussex, and Messrs. Tester,
Nye, Dray, Straker and Postles all coming long
distances.
Now come on Brighton Buffs—another
eighteen members at once.
Brighton Branch
The monthly meeting took place at Churchill
House on Monday, April 5th, at 7.30 p.m.,
twenty members being present.
It was with great satisfaction that the
meeting heard that Lieut.Colonel G. F.
Hamilton had consented to become President
of the Branch. Two new members were
welcomed by the Chairman.
A handsome gilded Dragon for use on the
Chairman's table during business was kindly
presented by Mr. A. Tester.
One 36seater 'bus has been booked for
Remembrance Sunday and a further 18seater
provisionally booked.
It was agreed to book the North Hall,
Churchill House, on May 3rd, when Mr. Ford
will put on a two hour concert.

The Buffs War Memorial Fund,
1939—45.
DONATIONS

Mrs. A. Barker...
Mrs. E. M. Hews
...
...
...
...
Ladies' Guild, Medway Branch
...
...
Dover Branch, Past & Present Association...
Total to date

Our

...

...

s. d.
5 0 0
10 10 0
5 0 0
2 2 0

^2,167 14

8

Contemporaries

"Our Empire Today" (January, February), "The
Royal Army Ordnance Corps" (December, 1947), "The
Gunner" (January, February, March), "The Oak Tree"
(Winter), "The Sapper" (January, February, March),
"The Sprig of Shillelagh" (Autumn, Winter, 1947),
"The Snapper" (January, February, March), "The
Tank" (January, February, March), "The Lion and the
Rose" (Winter, 1947), "The Queen's Own Gazette"
(January, February, March), "Firm" (January), "St.
George's Gazette" (December, 1947, January, February),
"The Green Howards' Gazette" (January, February,
March), " H.L.I. Chronicle" (January Quarter), "Journal
of the Honourable Artillery Company" (December,
1947/January, 1948, February/March), "Springbok"
(November, December, 1947), "The Army Catering
Corps Journal" (January), "The Iron Duke" (February),
"The Suffolk Regimental Gazette (JanuaryFebruary,
MarchApril), "The K.S.L.I, and Herefordshire L.I.
Regimental Journal" (January), The Journal of the
R.A.S.C. (January, Februarys "The Green Tiger"
(February), "The China Dragon" (March), "The
Borderers' Chronicle" (March).

THE ASSOCIATION OF SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PACES.
67/68. JERMYN STREET. ST. JAMES'S. S.W.I.
TEL. WHITEHALL 2504.

GIFT

HE modern trend in jewellery Is to

place the emphasis on adornment rather than ostentation.

Fine

examples of this trend are shown above in the gold ear clips, twin
brooches, choker necklet, and gem set ring illustrated.

THE GOLDSMITHS &
SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD
112 REGENT STREET
LONDON. W.l
ONLY ONE ADDRESS

TELEPHONE : REGENT 3021

THE ASSOCIATION OF SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PACES,
67/68. JERMYN STREET. ST. JAMES'S. S.W.I.
TEL. WHITEHALL 2504.

IBYICREEm I
the stuff to
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Keep the roots active and you will keep your hair!
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Ease for
Sore Feet...

It's not problems in the office, but poisons in the system
that get a man down. Now, look at Mr. Jolly. His eyes
are bright, his judgement clear, and as for his energy —
well, what does he care if he has got plenty on his plate.
He takes Eno in the morning. He's as fit as they make 'em
and you can't keep a fit man down. Jolly Mr. Jolly !
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Active service conditions have resulted in many
interesting letters referring to the great value of
Germolene.
Here is the experience of a man back from two
years' service in Africa. The letter is dated
February 6th 1945. cc For six months I suffered
from footrot, a very uncomfortable complaint.
I thought my feet would never get better, and
were going to remain like it all the time. After
using Germolene the trouble was completely
healed in one month—and healed permanently.
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2nd Battalion.
pAREWELLS are always
) * sad events, especially
IC
jjT
Jd, when they have to be made
mJ ftjl
to such a man as Lieut.
f5|
Colonel Bruce, who has
commanded the Battalion
Wsm
for over a year and through
out its service in Hong
AbSk
Kong. It was with a heavy
heart that we saw him off
on the Devonshire and none
us
f°rget the terrific
1/ A amount of work which he
put in for the Battalion.
i f i t e i T h e R e g i m e n t a l w a y s c a m e
first with him and nothing
was too much trouble for him if he thought
that it would improve the lot of the soldier or
the name of the Regiment ; he had worked
himself almost to a standstill and we wish
him a restful and happy trip home, and all the
best of luck in the U.K.
I feel ,sure that he will long remember his
sendoff from Hong Kong ; first of all the
Drums, on whom he had lavished so much
care, played him off from the Officers' Mess
to the tune of Auld Lang Syne and then again
in the afternoon as the Devonshire left the
harbour the Drums played her out from
Lye Mun Point.
In his stead we welcome Lieut.Colonel
Parry, who has been in command of the P.T.C.
at Canterbury. Many of us knew him before,
and we know full well that, like Lieut.Colonel
Bruce, he will spare no pains to keep this
Battalion up to its high standard. We extend
a hearty welcome and hope that he is as pleased
to be with us as we are to have him here.
Another new arrival during the month has
been Major Atkinson, who has returned from a
staff job. We are very glad to have him back
with the. Battalion. He brought back with
him Major St. John, who after his five months'
absence appears to be in remarkably good
health after suffering the rigours of an English
winter.
The main event of the month has, I suppose,
been the InterCompany Football Shield, which
was, as expected, won by "D" Company. The
Hockey Shield is now in full swing, after which
we shall turn our activities to athletics.
Attached to these notes is an Officers' Mess
group photograph taken just before Christmas ;
it is a sad reflection on the rapid changes which
a Battalion has now to undergo that of the 31
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officers in the photograph only 15 now remain
with the Battalion.
During the course of the month Lieut. Pirn
has been granted his regular commission, while
Lieuts. Stratford, Tuke and Rock de Besombes
have gone to Singapore to attend a W.O.S.B.
Good luck to them.
Release continues to hit us very hard and
we have had no drafts to counteract these
losses, but rumour has it that the Strathnaver
this month is bringing us a fairly healthy
number of muchneeded reinforcements, while
word has at last been received that the Band
has been warned to stand by for embarkation.

Sergeants' Mess
The past month has seen several major changes in
the battalion' due to embarkations, Python, etc. The
changes have left the Mess rather depleted and we hope
to be in a position to record in the next issue that we
have received some reinforcements from home. The
two greatest changes and the ones that affected us most
was the change over of the Commanding Officers and
the departure of R.S.M. Moore.
A farewell party was held for Lieut.Colonel E. P. C.
Bruce, M^.C., who has proceeded home on Python and
who was visibly affected when he wished goodbye to
all members of the Mess. To Colonel Bruce we wish the
very best of luck and hope that on some future occasion
we shall all meet again and will be able to talk over the
good days we had together whilst he was commanding
the battalion.
At this party, Colonel Bruce introduced our new
Commanding Officer, Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry,
to whom we extend a warm welcome. Colonel Parry is
familiar to most members of the Sergeants' Mess and we
feel sure that we aregoing to enjoy his period of com
mand.
A farewell party was also held for R.S.M. and Mrs.
Moore,* who embarked for the U.K. on H.M.T.
Strathnaver. It is with deep regret that we say goodbye
to both of them. Mr. Moore whilst he was with the
battalion made himself popular with all ranks. He will
also be very sadly missed in most of the battalion sports
teams, for he played hockey, cricket and football for
the battalion and also for the Sergeants' Mess teams.
Mrs. Moore during the time that she has been with us
has done her utmost to further the social side of the Mess,
and could always be relied upon to either play the piano
or to sing for us. She also welcomed all who cared to
call upon her at her house and was keenly interested
in all affairs affecting married families. We wish them
the very best of luck and hope that Mr. Moore obtains a
eongenial job and one that he enjoyed as much as the
one he had with this battalion.
We also wish the very best to the following members,
who have also left us for the U.K., and hope that they
will find suitable employment in civilian life :—Sgts.
Messerschmidt, Jones, Canham, Drury. The last named
will be missed very much as he was our official
entertainer upon the piano.
Sgts. Press and Berrett have left us for courses in the
U.K. and we expect much of them.
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Back row—Lieut. Pigou, Lieut. Cullen, Lieut. Pim, Lieut. Cox, 2/Lieut. Broadley, 2/Lieut. Symes, Lieut. Tamlyn,
2/Lieut. Cobb, 2/Lieut. Grigg, Lieut. Rock de Besombes, Lieut. Byrne (Intelligence Corps).
Middle Row—Lieut. StratfordTuke, Lieut. Betts, 2/Lieut. Smith, Rev. Foot, Capt. McGrath, Capt. Roberts, Capt.
Searle, Lieut. Nash, Lieut. Lock, 2/Lieut. McKinnon, 2/Lieut. Watney.
Front Row—Capt. Hamilton, Capt. Blaxland, Major Bailey, Capt. Webber (Adjutant), Lieut.Colonel Bruce, Major
Majendie, Capt. and Q.M. Williams, Capt. Gardner, Capt. Ford.
Photo by King's Studio, Hong Kong
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We welcome to the Mess the following new members :
Sgts. Ray Jephcott and Perry and hope their stay will
be long and happy.
We have played several games during the past
month, mostly of hockey. In this branch of sport we
can produce almost a complete battalion side, for we
have such stalwarts as Smissens, Seymour, Horn,
Tucker and Barker to rely on, all of whom at some time
or other played for the prerwar 1st Battalion team.
On Sunday the 21st we played cricket against the
Officers and were unfortunate to lose by two runs.
We are not offering any excuses, but do feel that had our
fielders been able to see the ball during the concluding
stages, we might have just succeeded in winning.
Unfortunately a fog descended upon us during the last
hour, which made cricket a little difficult. The support
of the spectators who could not be seen but could be
hard very definitely also probably added to the success
of the Officers' team.
In conclusion, we hope very shortly to receive a large
draft from the U.K., which should include the Band.
We shall have much pleasure in welcoming Mr. Foster
and have prepared places for him already in the cricket,
hockey, football and darts teams.

"A" Company
We head tfiese notes "A" Company, although in
actual fact we are in "Suspended Operation" and can
only claim to be a company inasmuch as we hold on
charge a Company Stores, G1098 Stores and Weapons
and live in hopes that we shall eventually be issued with
some men to go with them."
We consist of the Drums, Company Commander,
C.S.M., C.Q.M.S., a Storeman, a Clerk and an Armourer.
The Company Commander walks round the Company
Block each morning with the C.S.M. and counts all the
vacant beds and biscuits to make sure that they are
still there.
However, despite our small numbers, we  can still
field two soccer teams on Wednesday afternoons, leaving
a couple of men as Billet orderlies. In intercompany
matches we combine with "S" Company ,and feel that
we have a really good chance of carrying off the Inter
Company Knockout Competition.
The Drums are making excellent progress under the
care and supervision of C.S.M. Pawley, and recently
played at Murray Barracks on the handover of the
guards from The Buffs to the Inniskillings. They also
played on the Rocky Point at Lye Mun the other after
noon as the Devonshire steamed out through the narrow
bottleneck, carrying on board. Lieut.Colonel Bruce on
his voyage home to the U.K., and a number of released
men. All could be seen waving wildly until the ship was.
out of sight.
We are now beginning to look round for running
talent, as it will not be long now before Albuhera Day
and the Ahtletic Sports.

"B" Company
March has found us back in our old stamping ground
at Lye Mun once again. Spring is in the air and the
chattering birds and mystic environment form a deep
contrast to the roar of traffic and town life that we
experienced at Murray.
Shortly after our arrival at Lye Mun we said Valete
to Captain Ford, who left to command "A" Company,
and Salvete to Major Harris St. John, who has come to
take his place.
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We have now relinquished guard duties at Govern
ment and Flagstaff House, also at Lye Mun Magazine.
The latter's fate was sealed by charges bfcing detonated
to cave in the ammunition bays. Now, we thought, we
would have more time for leisure and reflection, but
discovered that we had to take over Shouson Hill guard
instead. Even so, more time for training is available.
Our white pipe clay days are over ! The dawn of
March 1st saw an odd assortment of shades and tinges
of bianco on everybody's webbing. The Company
Orderly Sergeant set the pace by wearing no less than
three different shades ! Now, however, the colours have
blended and a more universal tone has been produced.
A word about the Company Sports. In the knockout
competitions of hockey and football, the results were as
follows :—
HOCKEY.—"B" v "D" Company.
after twenty minutes' extra play.

"B" won 3—2

FOOTBALL.—"B" v H.Q. Company ("X" team, .com
posed of M.T. and Signals). H.Q. won 2—1.

Both games were very close.
The detachment also played Stanley, but we lost 3—1.
An interplatoon league is being started in the detach
ment, and in our next issue details will be published.
L/Cpl. Double and Pte. Driscoll went to Singapore
for the Army Boxing Championship, but at the time of
going td Press they have not returned. Details will be
given in our next issue.
March 1st saw the departure of Nos. 72 and 73 Groups
qn the Devonshire. The demobilisation rate takes a
heavy toll of our numbers as usual, but no new faces
appear to swell our ranks.

"0" Company
Our abode, it seemed, at Murray Barracks was to be
a short one, and after having just settled down, we were
once more told to move back to Lye Mun. It was
rumoured, when this information came to light that
ColourSergeant Shilling was seen climbing up the wall
of the Sergeants' Mess.
%

Lieut. Watney, who joined us just before Christmas,
was transferred to "B" Company early in the month,
but unfortunately he broke his ankle the day before
he left and was taken to B.M.H. However, he is now
back in the detachment, hopping around with one leg
in plaster but looking quite cheerful.
Captain Roberts left the company in the first week
of the month to take over "A" Company. We welcome
to the company, Lieut. Harwood, late of the Middlesex
Regiment, who joined us after a short stay at Stanley.
Lye Mun is a little more cramped than before as part
of "B" Company block is being converted for use by the
Gurka Troops which are supposed to be coming to the
Colony in the near future.
On the 24th of the month,' Captain W. G. Blaxland
handed over the company to Major J. G. Atkinson, who
is now Detachment Commander.
L/Cpl. Foyster must be congratulated for the excellent
show he has been putting up in the battalion soccer team.
Once more the suitcases have started to appear as
Nos. 72 and 73 Groups prepare to make a triumphant
exit on the 1st'March.
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THE CORPS OF DRUMS, 2nd BATTALION, HONG KONG, 1910
"S" Company
COMPANY H.Q.

The main event of this last month is the arrival of
the new C.O. Company Headquarters wish him the best
of luck in the future.
We also welcome our new Company Commander,
Captain Blaxland, and wish him luck. Captain Hamilton
has not left us though ; he has the dual role of Mortar
and Messing Officer.
The company football team has been doing well.
We managed to reach the semifinal, but lost to "D"
Company. But SergeantMajor (Chota) Scott insists
that we've got to win next time, or else !.
Hockey seems to be doing well in the company (with
the SergeantMajor throwing his weight (and stick)
around the pitch.
The Company Clerk still likes his little natter on P.T.
Parade, but who cares ! Haircuts seem to get him down
too. The ColourSergeant is losing his hair because the
boys are after him for big weeks. Otherwise we are all
O.K. So cheerio for the time, pals !
MORTAR PLATOON

There is not much to report from the platoon this
month. Seven of the, platoon went for a trip up into the
New Territories the other day to watch a mortar shoot
by the 1st Battalion The Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers,
but unfortunately we arrived just at the end. The rest
of the day was spent doing mapreading and range
finding, which proved interesting.
We welcome to the company this month Captain
W. G. Blaxland, as our new Company Commander, but
we still retain Captain Hamilton as our Mortar Officer.
We also welcome back our exLIAP wallah, the one and

only Pte. (Ivy) Benson, and he said he was glad to be
back (we wonder !).
This month we will be losing two more of the platoon,
Ptes. Biggs and Moore. We shall miss them, but some of
us hope to join them in the near future.
PIONEER PLATOON

The Pioneer Platoon is sorry to lose Captain Hamilton,
and his place is taken by the very able Captain Blaxland.
With the present very small platoon, work is piling up,
which is a good thing, as time flies faster. White, our new
signwriter, is the most harassed worker. What with so
many battalion signs to be painted, he sees Dragons in
his sleep.
On the sporting side, the Pioneer Platoon has been
wellrepresented in the company team. Least of all is
our famous Tex (Willmott). He hits everything except
the ball, which is reminiscent of his old ice hockey days.
We wish all our old comrades the very best of luck
in the coming days.
^
SIGNAL PLATOON

Once again we commence our notes with a tale of woe
due to the fact that the Devonshire has taken a heavy
toll of the platoon. This time we bid adieu to the Cadre
Officer, Boxing Officer, W.T.O., P.T.O., in other words,
Lieut. Stratford Tuke, our Signal Officer, who has gone
to Singapore to sit for a Regular Commission. Also
L/Comical Acland (Stan to all and sundry) and Ptes.
Jermey, Mason and Thompson, to whom we extend
our sincere good wishes on their return to Civvy Street.
We have not, we regret, shone too brightly in the out
door sports circles, although we did manage to reach
the final of the soccer knockout competition, only to
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lose 5—1 to "D" Company. Cpl. Lennie in the Signals
and M.T. goal gave a plucky display, but the odds proved
too much for him, however. There is another com
petition taking place shortly and this time we hope to
walk off with the Shield.
Our "young hand" Signallers are beginning to look
and talk a bit more like Regimentals. At least it would
appear that way to the passersby in the vicinity of the
"Time Ex" Villa (Signals' Stores), where studious
voices may be heard using such phrases as "Now this is
a TeeSu joint", or puggled Chapman making a remark
like "Millwall still have gates of 60,000 supporters
anyway". G.P.O. Blunden can still be heard saying,
"But this isn't the way we do a permanent joint in the
Post Office". By the way, who was the bloke that was
just arraying himself as Cowboy Charlie in the Q.M.
Stores when the R.Q.M.S. walked in and, like Victoria,
was not amused ? No names, no pack drill, but I suspect
"Beings Colyer" was doing what he calls "bitting up".
Andy Andrews is still flying around the island roads
on his flying bedstead, and the old "Matchless" is still
doing quite well, regardless of the fact that it is tied up
very neatly with pieces of string and wire.
T© finish up on a more cheerful note, we have done
rather well in the billiards and snooker circles. In fact,
we have only lost on one occasion and that was when
the mainstay of the team, Pte. Mason, was off form.
Must close for this month as the office staff are waiting
to have their char and wads in peace, so cheerio to all
of you old Sigs, wherever you may be.

M.T. PLATOON
This month we have lost many of our number, possibly
the most felt being our M.T.O., 2/Lieut. D. Symes.
We wish him success in the future and a speedy trip
home. Other time X Bods included Ptes. Billinghurst,
Mush Chillman, Fieven, Frederiksen, Larsen and
Nielsen. We wish them every success in the future, and
long lffe in Civvy Street.
One evening this month, Colonel Bruce entertained
the M.T. in the N.A.A.F.I. by buying them a supper,
as at long last we had won onr contract with him, that
we could not go for a whole week without a breakdown
or accident. We should like to take this opportunity
of thanking him for a very enjoyable evening.
Instead of showing our gratitude by continuing to have
a nil return*in accidents, the next two weeks produced a
spate of them, keeping the M.T.O. and his staff burning
the midnight oil many nights, quite apart from the
fact that five of our pilots were grounded for low flying 1 !
At football the combined Signals and M.T. team did
very well by becoming runnersup in the final of the
Soccer Challenge Shield, and were only beaten by a
"narrow" margin by "D" Company. Our blockbuster
Sergeant seems to succeed in obliterating vast numbers
of the opposition on numerous occasions, and usually
early on in the game.
Early in the month rumourl^floated into the M.T.
Office that vehicle No. 551873 was seen in the town with
a "Just Married" sign and an old boot dangling from the
back.. On investigation we find that there was no
foundation for this. But while we are on the subject
of old boots, our two Sergeants seem to have become
involved with one.
In conclusion, we should like to thank Lt.Col. Bruce
for all he did for the M.T., and wish him the best of luck
and success in the future.
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Home Counties B.T.C.
No. 2 (Drafting) Company
APRIL FOOL'S DAY—the day on which we, the Per

manent Staff members of this company, and for that
purpose the whole of The Buffs on P.S. of the Unit
had, with much regret, to change their Cap Badge for
that of the Queen's Owq Royal West Kents. Our
position as to our future standing has not yet been
clarified, but we know our designation will be for the
time being the 2nd Battalion of the R.W.K. under the
Command of Lieut.Colonel P. H. Macklin. I wonder
whether the day was chosen at all for any ulterior motive
or was it just coincidence ?. Many an old Buff looked
like shedding a tear when he was changing his old badge.
There, however, is one consolation that we understand
that on posting we revert to our original identity.
With the closing of the P.T.C.'s, bodies have been
arriving at our company in quite large numbers and the
majority seem quite keen to get overseas. We have
received some advanced information that quite a number
of the P.S. N.C.O.s from the Depot are due to arrive
in the very near future for onward routing to the 2nd
Battalion.
R.S.M. Cummings so far is the first to arrive. Sgt.
Stremes has just returned from the Infantry Signals
Training Wing at Catterick and s now busy getting
ready for the 2nd Battalion, we assume to fill the
vacancy of Signals Sergeant.
For the past month, after despatching 18 drafts over
seas, we have had a reasonably quiet time, the numbers
in the company being extraordinarily low in com
parison with our usual number, and it has given us time
to retire to our corners and lick our wounds and clean
up the chaos ready for the next fray, which will, no
doubt, with all these "bodies" arriving now, soon start
all over again.
Just before the Easter holiday there was a lot of
excitement among those who are practically "timeex".
The Powersthatbe brought two groups forward for
demob, and many had conjured up pictures in their
minds eye of being civilians once more. The excitement
has now subsided. It appears to be one of those few
flashes in the pan. We did lose one very valuable member
of the staff (L/Cpl. Sutton), who was liked by many for
his pleasing personality.
A rifle match is at present going on within the unit
and we had to fire against one of the Training Companies
a few days ago. Although we did surprisingly well, we
unfortunately lost by a narrow margin. We have
another chance in the future and hope to do a lot better.
The proof of the pudding is in the eating ! Our hopes
are high. Also, to keep pace with the times, a quiz team
has been formed, but as for the date of a competition,
nothing has been arranged. I hope it won't be on the
"Ignorance is Bliss" standard which the B.B.C. trans
mits over the radio weekly. A team in each instance
has been drawn from each regiment represented in the
unit.
It has been noticed that the "Bad Boys" of the
company have been very good of late and have managed
to keep off the "mat". Has the word got round that our
Company Commander (Major P. J. Lewis) has just
finished a Law Course ?
After a certain amount of intimidation through the
medium of this journal, C.S.M. (Georgo) Chapman has
revealed the great news that he intends to tie a ball
and chain to his leg on the 4th September, 1948, i.e., to
enter into the vows of Holy Matrimony.
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4th Battalion.
'"THE outstanding event of
* the month.was the Regi
mental Dance, which was
^eld 011
March, 1948,
at the Drill Hall, St.Peter's
Lane, Canterbury.
jpfl
The preparation for the
^SCfS|
function was made by the
||H m
Quartermaster's Staff, and
M\Hr mm
*° them tpast go the credit
fflL®fWr
for the success that it most
certainly was. Sgt. Mattocks
WL^yf
and Pte. Farr deserve gar
.
ticular mention.
0/ftcer
 Captain J. Tilleard was an
excellent M.C. He displayed
considerable esprit de corps when he volunteered
to take on the job, and is to be congratulated.
Many old faces were seen at the dance, and
all seemed to be having a good time.
We were well supported by the officers of
No. 3 P.T.C., who brought along a party of 26.
The Dance Band of the Royal Sussex Regt.
put up a really magnificent show and were on
their toes the whole time.
Major D. Whitcombe, who served in the
Regiment, looked after the inner man, both the
wet and dry side.
Our grateful thanks are tendered to the
following who made gifts in cash or kind for
the benefit of the show : Mrs. Myers, Major D,
Whitcombe, Mr. Reg. Sladden, Mr. F. Sanger.
The
> —^
\JPI

Recruiting continues to progress but slowly,
but we have well established Battalion and
five Company Headquarters, all of which are
prepared to take in any recruits that present
themselves.
The next Officers' Dining In Night takes place
at the Falstaff Hotel, Canterbury, on Friday,
16th April, 1948. It is hoped that, it will be as
successful as the last one.
We ran a small film show at Canterbury, and
the Secretary and Treasurer of the Canterbury
Branch attended. We were pleased to see them
and hoped that the film was of interest to them.
The film has been shewn at all Company
Headquarters as well.
A preliminary recce has been made of the
accommodation that will be given us at the
P.T.C. should our move from the Drill Hall be
officially sanctioned. We earnestly hope that
it will.

We regret that the P.T.C. is to close down.
We wish all who have served in it the very best
of luck and the many kindnesses shewn and
help given to this Battalion will not be forgotten,
and we are extremely grateful.
Administrative Platoon
It is a new scribe writing these notes this month, and
as he has never been called upon to perform before, it
is with mixed feelings that he endeavours to compile
'them.
The success of the St. Patrick's Ball has been dealt
with elsewhere in these notes, but we should like to
add our thanks to Sgt. Mattocks for bearing the brunt
of the preparations, and establishing a thoroughly good
show. Incidentally, he was rather ''stuck" for safety
pins until he discovered that that universal redpainted
emporium sold them, and at only Id. per card too.
Ladies, please note !
The call of the land is still very strong, and it is
rumoured that our worthy Quartermaster has made
friends with a local sweep, judging by the way black
clouds were observed rising in Victoria Avenue on the
afternoon of Budget Day. Just recently he has had
rather a nasty cold. Well, the advice of the late Mr.
Middleton was not to dig with the wind in your back.
Another thing, any horse but a "Black Horse" is more
suitable for ground tearing.
The Adjutant also prefers "To Work Than Want"
and is a strong rival of the Quartermaster. It is rumoured
that he is out to make a name for himself in propagating
Work, so a note for all gardeners—next year try "Cox's
Hardy French Bean", to be sown in February and ready
for gathering early May (he hopes).
Visitors this month were exR.Q.M.S. Archie Meakin
with his son, S/Sgt. Ken Meakin, now with the R.E.M.E.
in B.A.O.R.; Captain Dick Blackwell, once W.T.O., 5th
Battalion.

Headquarter Company
It is with much regret that we say goodbye to our old
Company Commander, Major G. R. D. Hews, who has
now taken over the duties of SecondinCommand.
We hope that in his new post he will be just as happy
as he was when he was our O.C.
At the same time we welcome as our new Company
Commander a very old friend of many a Buff, Captain
A. H. Gurney, who served with the same unit before the
war and was a very keen motor cycle fiend up until the
basic was stopped, but of course, being a man of the
world, I'm sure that he will get over that when the time
is ripe.
It is rumoured that the J. A. Rank Organisation has
sent s scout down to Canterbury to keep an eye on Sgt.
Edwards, who is said to be a wizard on the 16 mm.
projector. We hope t^gj,t he doesn't put in his appear
ance when the film is showing upside down !
I'm sure the whole unit will join me in sending a vote
of thanks to Sgt. Mattocks for the way in which he
decorated the Drill Hall for the first Battalion Dance,
and we only hope that he can do the same for our
company when we hold our dance. So from the battalion,.
Sgt. Mattocks, we thank you very much.
(continued on page v)
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"A" Company
This month has been notable mainly for the reopening
of the Ramsgate Territorial Social Club, which has been
in a state of suspended animation since 1939. The event
was marked appropriately by a social evening with the
Ramsgate Branch of the Past and Present Association,
during which darts, shooting and snooker matches took
place.
We are glad to report that we "Present" members
managed to beat the "Past" in shooting (in spite of a
gallant effort by the Company Commander to reverse
the position), but years of long practice seemed to make
the Past and Present Association quite invincible in the
other events.
We had hoped to gather one or two into the fold, but
even by closing time we had not succeeded in persuading
one "Past" member to become "Present" once more.
Is it perhaps a case of "Once bitten" ?
The second event which must be recorded took place
two nights later. We were to have a show of Training
Films in the Drill Hall, to which we had invited mem
bers of the Past and Present and their families and
anyone else who cared to come along. Unfortunately
things did not go according to plan, and but for the
timely arrival of the Company SecondinCommand,
there wouldn't have been a film show. However, after
a late start, things appeared to be running smoothly,
but then one disaster after another befell the unfortunate
operator and his machine. We only needed the
atmosphere of a warm Egyptian night with the stars
showing through holes in the roof for the Shafto effect
to have been complete. Quite like old times ! A few
stalwarts saw the thing through with us, however, and
we have promised ourselves and our friends to engage
Mr. Arthur J. Rank in person next time !
Our next event takes place at Margate Drill Hall,
where we are holding a contest with the Margate Branch
of the Association. We hope to succeed better in our
search for manpower.
"B" Company
We regret to say that the interest shown in the
company has not been maintained, but we are very
pleased to welcome back Pte. Henley, who was a member
of this company before the war and served during the
war with the 4th Battalion. He has the distinction of
being—we hope only for a short time—the only member
of the prewar company who has rejoined us.
We are about to see what the cinema can do for us in
the way of recruiting.
Due to difficulties of transport, only the Company
Commander was able to represent us at the very success
ful dance held in the Drill Hall, Canterbury, in aid of
the Regimental Memorial Fund.
"S" Company
This month's notes are being written to an accom
paniment of revving carrier engines as Pte. Denver
Fedder (DSM), the hope of the Carrier Platoon, weaves
round the area undergoing the rigours of his driving test.
Whilst on the subject of driving, we understand that
Lieut. Parslow had a somewhat eventful journey from
Tenterden last week on his "newly" acquired motor
cycle. It appears he stripped it down and when re
assembling left some of his tools in the sump. At least,
so rumour has it. Anyway, he certainly took over an
hour to cover 12 miles. How much of this distance he
walked we have been unable to find out.

The recent film show at Cranbrook proved most
interesting and entertaining. Unfortunately the in
clement weather prevented a number of people attending
from outlying areas.
Our advertising campaign has produced so far one
recruit. We are assured by a certain P.S.I, that if we
use the "Paters and Pamphlets" he has spent so much
time in devising, the company will soon be up to W.E.
We have heard from a reliable source that both the
company officers have lost an appreciable amount of
surplus fat as a result of the recent C.O.'s Drill Parade.

9th Bn. Paratroop Regt.
(continued from March issue)
Life was further complicated in February,
when the battalion had to move out of barracks
to provide transit accommodation for British
families being evacuated under Operation
''Polly". With wives and children out of the
country, everyone expected more vigorous
measures to be taken against the Stern Gang,
and I.Z.L., but their outrages continued with
no stronger official reaction.
The Spring and Summer saw an increase in
the number of ships bringing illegal Jewish
immigrants to Palestine. Most vessels were
intercepted by the Navy and brought into
Haifa, where the Jews were transshipped
before being despatched to Cyprus. These
operations involved the imposition of move
ment restrictions in the town, and the cordoning
off of the dock area, since the arrival of each
ship was liable to be used as an excuse for
demonstrations and outrages by the Jewish
inhabitants of Haifa. All this additional work
was the lot of the battalion, which was already
very stretched in routine commitments.
In May, Lieut.Colonel Butler left the
battalion to go to the R.A.F. Staff College, and
Major T. E. A. Robinson temporarily com
manded until the return of Major R. B.
Marshall from England. He continued to com
mand the battalion until arrival of Lieut.Col.
P. C. Hinde, D.S.O., in August.
In August, the battalion left Haifa, and
moved up into the hills North of Tiberias.
Battalion H.Q. and two companies were at
Safad, while two companies were at Rosh
Pinna. This was a change of scenery and a
change of occupation. There were few security
commitments, the air at nearly 3,000 feet was
most invigorating after Haifa, and the change
was good for everybody. Some training was
possible, and during this time companies in
turn completed the refresher parachute training
at Aqir, which had started the previous month.
(to be continued)

The Past and Present Association.
. Headquarters DEPOT, THE BUFFS.
Telephone : CANTERBURY 2513*
Branch
1. 2nd Bn. The Buffs
2. 4th Bn. The Buffs
3. ASHFORD

5.
JS.

LONDON

Lt.Col. H Fine

DOVER

Mr. M. Hart

10.
11.
12.
:

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

BRANCHES

Seer.'etary
R.S.M.
R.S.M.
Mr. F. Harrison, 324 Hythe
Road, Ashfor
Mr. E. Gould, a Lincolns Inn
Fields, Londb>n, W C.2

rd'

Mr. C. A. Mills lO Wekt Street,
Dover


Meeting Dates and Places
First Saturday in each months
Drill Hall, 7 p.m.
:
Third Saturday in each month,
Prince Alfred Restaurant,
Tufton Street, Westminster,
* 7.30 p.m.
i"
First' Thursday in each month*
"Eagle Hotel", London
Road, Dover, 7.45 p.m.

Capt. E. BoulIdbtg, Windyridgb,
Sandhurst, Jjavfkhurst
Last Saturday in each month,
Mr. E. A P'eacock 5 Breton
Mr. F. C. Cox
MEDWAY
The Brickmakers' Arriis,
Road, Rochesitet
Wyles Street, Gillingham,
; 7.30 p.m.
Mr. R. H. j. R;Lussell, 157 Short Second Friday in each month,.
Col. D. J. Dean, V.C.,
SITTINGBOURNE
Drill Hall, East St., 7.30 piffL
lands Road* Sittingbourne
T.D.
Mr. B. E. Knott 33 Brunswick Third Friday ip each month.
Mr. E. H. Swendell
RAMSGATE
Freemason's Tavern, Rams
Street, Ramsigate
gate, 8 p.m.
; Mi;; H. Ingram, 110 Gordon Road. First Wednesday in each
MARGATE
Capt. J. Tilleard
'
month, The George ami
Westwobd, l^argate
Dragon, 8 p.m.
Mr. L. R. Peirce, 16 Frampton Last Saturday in each month,.
Captain D. V. Coote
HYTHE
British Legion Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Road, Hythe
First Friday in each month, ;
Mr. J. J. Sharp, Depot,
CANTERBURY
Mr. L. E. Parratt
Rhodaus Town, Canterbury*
The Buffs, Canterbury
3
8 p.m.
Capt. H. F. Whiitfield, Eddington Second Tuesday in each mopfh^
(d) Heme Bay
Mr. A; Trice
British Legion Club, May
House, Hernlie Bay
SubBranch
Lodge, 8 p.m.
Second Tuesday in each month,.
Mr, R, Waddup, 44 Garden
FOLKESTONE
Lt.Col. C. E. Wilsdn,
Drill Hall, Shellons St., 8p.m»
Road, Folkestone
M.B.E.
> Quarterly, Ship Inn, 8 p.m. ,
Mr. H. Thirst, 21 Laburnum
SANDWICH
Avenue, San.dwich
Mr. W. F. Oram, 344 Middle
DEAL
Deal Road, Deal
Capt. J. Green, Bbughton House First Thursday in each month
FAVERSHAM
Major Hi Japkfcon
The Ship Hotel, 7.30 pirn.
Nr. Faversham
First Monday in each month
Major H. Milton, 118 Queens
BRIGHTON
Major J. F. Straker
Churchill House, 113 Queens
Road, Brighton.
Road, Brighton, 7.30 p.m.
GROUPS,
(a) Dover, Folkestone, Hythe, Deal
(6) Ramsgate, Sandwich, Margate
(b) Canterbury, Ashford, Weald
,
(d) Medway, Sittingbourne, Faversham
WEALD

7.

Chairman
SecondinCommand
SecondinCommand
Mr. *H. Barnes

Secretary : MAJOJI A. J. PEARETH.

j

:

Branch

' 1.

LONDON

2.

DOVER

|3.

FOLKESTONE

4.

DEAL

i : V
5.

MEDWAY

6.

ASHFORD

Col. E. B. Burns, T.D.

LADIES' GUILLD.
President: HON. MRS. P. G. SCARLETT
|
- Secretary
:j,
Chairman
Mrs. M. Lamb, 31 Somerton
Mrs. D. E. Spinner
Avenue, Richmond, Surrey

Meeting Dates and Places
First Saturday in each month;
Prince Alfred Restaurant*
'' Tufton
Street,
S.W. I *
6.30 p.m.
Mil:lis, 10 West Street, Second Tuesday in' each
Mrs. J. Crookenden, J .P. Mrs. C. A. __
month, Cobp. Cafe, Big
Tower Haunlets. Dover
gin Street, Dover, 3 p.m*
Mrs. Kay M Ltell, 5 Page Place, ; Every other Wednesday, Drill
Mrs. G. Wood, J.P.
j Hall, Shellons Street, Folke
Folkestone
stone, 3.30 p.m.
.First Wednesday in each
Mrs. G. Max:ted. 143 Middle
Mrs. East
month, St. George's Hall,
Street, D)eal
High Street, Deal.
j, J
Every Fourth Friday, Fores
Mrs. M. Selle:ins, 69 Priestfield
Mrs. King Holt
ters' Hall, King Street,
Road. Gill Ingham, Kent
Gillingham, 2.30 p.m.
:iss, 22 Bond Road, Second Wednesday in each
Mrs. E. Part_.
Mrs. L. King
month, The Drill Hall,
South Ashrford
Ashford, 3 p.m.

Vli

How to get "The Dragon*'
pOR those wishing to receive the Paper direct through
the post each month, the rates of subscriptions are :
1 year, 8/* 6 months, 4/. 3 months, 2/.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor Depot The Buffs,
Canterbury.

GIBBS and SONS
GENERAL

:: FAMILY BUTCHER ::
Sausage
Our well
Established
Speciality

*
BALANCE SHEETS
POSTERS
PROGRAMMES
SPORTS FIXTURE CARDS

*
PRINTERS OF THIS JOURNAL

F. R.
BEANEY
^

,Really
,

22a MILITARY ROAD,
CANTERBURY

Extensive
Refrigeration

(EXBUFF)

PRINTERS

ALL CLASSES OF
MILITARY
PRINTING
EXECUTED AT SHORT
— NOTICE

25 YEARS OF CATERING FOR
CANTERBURY AND GARRISON
We have seen the change from large families
and large joints,
To small families and smaller joints,
To rationing and even smaller joints.
We make it our constant endeavour to help
you through the week,
And guarantee your Sunday joint, large or
small.

Established 1818

Telephone 2107

ESTIMATES

GIVEN

\

16 Orange Street, Canterbury

Telephone 2827

SANDON & Co., Ltd.
9 STRATTON STREET

— " P h o t o g r a p h s '
C A N T E R B U R Y

PICCADILLY, W.1.

Phone 3637

DEVELOPING
Artists

<zmt
flDUitarg

Telegrams:
iGEEGEE, PICCY, LONDON.

8

PRINTING

Materials

THE

anb fIDufti bailors,

Ibunttng Coats

AND

Breecbes

Telephone:
GROSVENOR, 3524

CANTERBURY
BOOK SHOP
GOULDEN'S
CANTERBURY and at DOVER
Tel. 2139

Tel. 448
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HAWKES & CO., LTD.
Civil and Military Tailors and Outfitters

UNIFORMS AND MUFTI
MADE TO MEASURE

Regimental Tailors
to
THE BUFFS

Lounge Suits, Overcoats, Hacking Jackets, Blazers, Shirts,
Shoes, etc., in stock for immediate wear.

i S A V I L E ROW, LONDON, W.l
Ladies' Department on 1st Floor
TELEPHONE : REGENT 0186

68

HIGH STREET, CAMBERLEY
TELEPHONE: CAMBERLEY 8 2 9

By Appointment

Wine Merchants

J. H. & J. BROOKE, Ltd.
Wine Merchants

To His Majesty the King

Established 1799

LONDON
27 CLEMENTS LANE, E.C.4
Telephone : MANsfon House, 5301 (3 lines)

FOLKESTONE
134 SANDGATE ROAD
Telephone : Folkestone 3123 (2 lines)

HYTHE

78 HIGH STREET
Telephone: Hythe 6301

PRINTED IN GREAT BRITAIN BY GIBBS AND SONS, ORANGE STREET, CANTERBURY.
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CONWAY WILLIAMS
THE MAYFAIR TAILOR

48 BROOK ST., MAYFAIR, LONDON, W.l
(Opposite Claridge's Hotel)
AND

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY
Morning and Evening Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions
Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits

All Cloths cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand
in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors
REGIMENTAL

TAILORS

TO THE

Telephones:
Mayfair 0945Camberley 498

Mrs. WHITE
REGIMENTAL
CLUB & SCHOOL
COLOUR
SPECIALIST

CAP MAKERS
TO THE
REGIMENT
>4

A*

SOLE SUPPLIERS
OF THE
FLEXOLYTE
FIELD SERVICE
CAP

TROPHIES

DESIGNED & MADE BY CRAFTSMEN
For threequarters of a century the name
F. PHILLIPS has been synonymous with
Trophies representing artistic perfection as well
as sound economy. Cups, Shields, Medals, etc.,
are supplied from stock, or to special design.
Quotations gladly submitted.

F. PHILLIPS,
"(F. PHILLIPS and R. A. GARRATT)_

Wellington Street, Aldershot
FANCY TIES,
SCARVES,
ETC.

MAKERS OF EVERY KIND
OF

LADIES' & GENT'S HEADWEAR
Established over 80 years

8 BURLINGTON GARDENS, W.l
Telephone :

REGIMENT
Telegrams:
"Militaila Wesdo, London"

A.J.WHUE<HATTERS>LD
A. J. WHITE

BUFFS

REGENT

0582
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Banking
for the Army of To-day

VYEXSON

GfoeerV tfhce1817
BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY

Qox's & KING'S BRANCH of Lloyds Bank has for genera
tions specialised in banking for Officers of the British
Army. This Branch at 6 Pall Mall, besides acting as
official Agents for the issue of pay and allowances, is
fully equipped to deal with Income Tax, Retired Pay
and Pensions. Periodical payments can be made on
behalf of customers, and Overseas business of every kind
transacted. The services of the Executor and Trustee
Department are also available. Arrangements can be
made to cash cheques at any of the Bank's Branches and
Agencies at home and abroad.
The Manager will be glad to describe in fuller detail the
services and facilities of the Bank to any Officer who
desires to open an account.

LLOYDS BANK
L I M I

Telephone 2785

F R A N K (EX
J . SANG.ERS
BUFFS)

Jfatniip $tttcher

LICENSED

(COX'S & KING'S BRANCH)
Offices at or near all Army and Royal Air Force
centres in England and Wales.

IN

GAME

You can rely upon (he
PRIVATE
TRADER
for Value, Courtesy and Service

114 NCRTHGATE St., CANTERBURY

CIVIL & MILITARY TAILORS
COMPLETE OUTFITTERS

T E D

ARMY & ROYAL AIR FORCE AGENTS 6, PaU Mall, S.W.I

DEALER

TELEPHONE

2566

CLOTHES WHICH BEAR THE
AUTHORITATIVE STAMP OF
QUALITY IN EVERY DETAIL
CUT & MADE ON THE PREMISES

WARRENS (CANTERBURY) LTD.
14/16 SUN|[STREET [CANTERBURY
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THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment).
The Dragon. In each of the four corners the United Red and Wlrite Rose ensigned with the Imperial Crown.
Agents—Lloyds Bank, Ltd., Cox's & King's Branch.

Regimental Journal—" The Dragon ". Canterbury

Regimental Association—The Past and Present Association, The Buffs, Canterbury.

Allied Regiment of The

Army.
The Queen's Own Rifles of Canaida.

... His Majesty Frederik IX., King of Denmark. ...
Colonel-m-Chief
Colonel
MajorGeneral Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C L, M.C., ret. pay, p.s.c.
Officer Comdg
Depot The Buffs, Cawtetburjf—Major E. I#. C. Edlmann, M.C

23/12/47
4/6/43

Regular and Militia BaiittaUions.
Uniform—Scarlet. Facings- jBuff.
Cadre Ut Battalion (3rd Foot)—Canterbury. 2nd Battalion \(3rd Foot) S.E.A.L.P.
3rd Battalion (East Kent Militia)— Canterbury

4th Battalion (Canterbury).
5tk Battalion (In abeyance).

Territorial Army Battaliions.
llon.Colontl
Col. D. L Dean, V.C., T.D. ...
Hon. Colonel
Col. E. I. Burns, T.D., D.I.. ...

Unit or Appointment
LIEUTENANTCOLONELS.
fRice, N. D. ...
T/Brig., Staff, Overseas.
§Hall,E. E„
...
T/Col., Leave pending retirement.
Boucher, V., C.B.E....
T/Brig., War Office.
Nicholson, J. G., CB.E.
T/CoL
.
Name

MAJORS.
Rose, A. J. D., O.B.E.
King, JT. K, D.S.O. ...
Knocker, H. S.
Coates, D. C.
Airy, E. A
Bruce* E. P. C., MyC,
LyndenBell, P. T1 G.
Dewar, M. P. D., M.B.E.

Parry, F. W. B.

...

Spear, T. H., O.B.E.
Parry, R. F.? M.C. ...
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O.
Williams, H. P.
Connolly, J. F., D.S.O.
Craig, B.H. ...
...
Reeves, N. R.
Tuff, C. R
Jelf, A. G
Craddock, R. W., D.S.O
MB.E. ...
Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E.
Grace, H. R....
Scott, E. S., MB.E.
Harris St. John, B. J.
Lewis^P. J. ...
Bailey, N. T.
Edhnann E. L. C., M.C.
Edmeades, R; W. ...
Rawlings, A. C.
Horley, B. M.
Ravenhill, R. A. C....
Plumptre, P. B., MB.E.
...
Derrdy, R. H.
Lucas, J. P
Norris, N. F. H. C. ...
Majendie, A. E.
Harbord, K. P. G. ...
Blaxland, W. G.
Gay, A. W. ...
Bossom, C. ...
Montgomery, D.
...
§ Supernumerary.

T/CoL, Staff, Overseas.
T/Lt.CoL, Staff, U.K.
T/Lt.Col., H.Q. Malaya Command.
Polish Resettlement Corps.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, U.K.
T/Lt.Col.
Staff Overseas.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas.
T/Lt.Col., 2nd Bn*
T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas.
T/Lt.Col., War Office.
T/Lt.Col., 4th Bn.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas.
T/Lt.Col.
2nd Bu.
Leave pending retirement.
T/Lt.Col., War Office.
Staff, Overseas.
T/Lt.Col., War Office.
2nd Bn.
Staff, Overseas.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas,
2nd Bn.
H.C. Bde., T.C.
2nd Bn.
Depot.
Mil. Mission Greece.
. .
Staff, Palestine.
B.A.O.R.
CAPTAINS.
T/Maj., Staff, U.K.
T/Maj., 2nd Bn.
T/Maj., Staff, Overseas.
T/Maj., H.C. Bde. T.C
T/Maj., Staff, Overseas.
T/Maj., 2nd Bn.
Staff, U.K.
T/Maj., 2nd Bn.
K.A.R.
Depot.
T/Maj., Staff, U.K.

Oliver, G. E. F., DB.O.

Butcher, D. A. T.
Gurney, A. H.

TiU«ificl, J.

Name

Unit or Appointment
CAPTAINS—continued
Lindley, P. A. N. ...
... Staff, Overseas.
Morgan, f. de R., M.C
... 2nd Bn.
Poulsen, p.D.
... Language Course, China.
Cox, E. G I., M.C. ...
... 4th Bn.
Collins, Hd. A.
... T/Maj., Staff, U.K.
Critchlev, L. P.
... H.C. Bde., T.C.
McGrath, IB., M.C. ...
... T/Maj., Student, Staff College, Camberley
Critchton, R. F.
...
... T/Maj., Student,.Staff College, Camberley
May, J. F
Worts, J. B., M:C. ...
... Staff, Overseas.
Semmence R. G. H.
... T/Maj. Tochi Scouts, Miranshah
Pakistan.
Court, D. IN
... HiCBde., T.C.
GordonWrilson. N. F.
... 2nd Bn.
Nash, J..
Staff, Overseas.
ffrench BIlake, M. A. O 'B. ... H.C.Bde. T.C.
Hadshar, |R. G.
... T/Capt., War Office
LIEUTENANTS.
Iliffe, R. 6.
... H.C. Bde., T.C.
Dunglinscin, W. G. H.
... H.C. Bde., T.C.
Barrett, J. P. R. ...
... H.C. Bde. T.C.
McDonald
... T/Capt., 2/1 Gurkha Rifles, Abbottabad
Mftraliftllj E w
... T/Capt., B.M.M., Greece.
Harley. D B
... T/Capt., Indian Military Academy,
Dehra Dun.
Dent, J. _
Dubois, G E.
... T/Maj., H.Q. Malaya Command.
Peckham, A. D.
... 2nd Bn.
Johnson,
... Staff, Overseas. 
8
Squire, S.
... H.C, Bde., T.C.
Thorneyciloft, F. I
... Staff, Overseas.
Wilson, P F.
... T./Capt., Staff, Overseas.
. Hamilton_,C. M. '
... 2nd Bn.
Willows, D. A.
... A. F. Depot, Aldershot
Gatehouse,, H. R.
... H.C. Bde. T.C.
Brigstocke:, W. F.
2ND LIEUTENANTS.
Phillips, I
... W.S./Lt., Malaya.
Howe, L.
... W.S./Lt., Basic O.C.T.U., U.K.
Griffin, C<
... T./Capt., attached Wiltshire Regiment.
Hurst, A.
Webber, .
... T/Capt. 2nd Bn.
Pirn, A. H
... W.S./Lt. 2nd Bn.
QUARTERMASTERS.
Martin, H|. J., MJ3.E.
Ricketts, *. A.
Maj. (Q.M.), Depot
Ransley, >. W., MJB.E.
T/Maj., Adjt. and Q.M. School of Chem
ical Warfare.
Williams II. J.
T/Maj. (Q.M.), 2nd Bn.

k :. ' :::

jj'. .'.

ti

. 4th Battalion.

LTOUTENANXCOLONBL.
Hews, G. R. D., M.C.
Proctor, G. A. H., M.C.
Tfvlor, N. G. N.

1/8/46
5/12/45

MAJORS.

CAPTAINS.

Eames, A.
Gore, R.
fffliuwh, tn.
Hopton, Ij.
Neville, F J.t M.C.
PaTslow,
J
Price W S

. i.

Cox, Captain E. G.* M.C.
... Adjutant
Burt, Major T., M.B.E.
... Quartermaster
Hamerton. Major J. R. (R.A.M.C.). Medical Officer

HIS MAJESTY FREDERIK IX, KING OF DENMARK
COLONEL'INCHIEF, THE BUFFS

December 23rd, 1947

Members Association of Service Newspapers.
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Personalia.
T HE following communication has been
received by the Colonel of the Regiment
from the Danish Ambassador :—
"By Royal Command I have the honour to
convey to you my Sovereign's hearty thanks
for the congratulations from all ranks of The
Buffs on the occasion of His Majestv's birth
day."
Brigadier N. D. Rice, in midApril, had just
returned from a visit to Ceylon. He journeyed
in the troopship Lancashire, on which were the
draft  and Band bound for Hong Kong. The
draft were first class and earned the highest
praise from the Master of the ship and Officer
Commanding Troops. The Band played daily
in various parts of the ship and were most
popular.
In a boxing tournament, Francis Morgan,
Lieut. McGrath and Pte. Walton all won their
weights in a very convincing manner.
We congratulate Lieut.Colonel G. R. Howe
on being awarded King Christian X's Liberty
Medal, with citation, for the valuable assistance
he rendered Denmark during the war.
We offer our best wishes for the future to
Lieut.Colonel E. Hudson Allen on his retire
ment, after 34 years' service. Thus ends the
active connexion of the Allen family with the
Regiment which started in 1876.
Captain A. W. Gay, with wife and son, have
sailed for Mauritius, where he has been

appointed Adjutant to a K.A.R. Battalion.
Recently he has seen Captain J. B. Worts of
Mombasa and Lieuts. Sedgwick (1 K.A.R.) and
Maxwell (1 N„R.R.). He reports that Harold
Hayman is now living at Thika.
We have received welcome information from
the Bishop of Lucknow that St. Stephen's
Church, Bareilly, will not be demolished and
that our memorial tablet will remain safely
in it. A small but enthusiastic congregation
holds services regularly every week and a
visiting Chaplain once a month.
Captain P. F. Wilson started his appoint
ment as Staff Captain "A" Farelf in November
last and deals with many and varied pay
problems. He hopes to take leave in June to
visit the battalion in Hong Kong.
R. O. S. Kettle is with the Standard Bank of
South Africa, Ltd., Pietermaritzburg. He
served in the Regiment during the 191418 War,
joining originally the 2/5th Battalion, under
Viscount Goschen, being subsequently trans
ferred to the 4th Battalion. On receiving a
commission he served in France for a short
while with the 10th Battalion.
We have received information of the following
officers who served in the 2nd Battalion between
1941 and 1945 —I. Percival, having passed his
examinations, is now practising at the Bar ;
D. Cobbold has passed his Solicitor's, finals ;
R. Ardagh sits for his Solicitor's examination
in June.

THE
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Captain L. C. Robinson, who joined the 1st
Battalion in the desert in 1941, and more
recently was with the 5th Battalion in Austria
and on' Staff duties there, has been demobilised.
He is now in civilian employment and living at
Croydon.
Mr. C. W. Cornwall writes from Australia that
he is Manager of the Riversdale Golf Club, Ltd.,
St. John's Wood, Norwood, E.13, Victoria.
Formerly he was 85392 Corporal, who enlisted
on 6th April] 1914 and served with the 1st
Battalion for nine years.
During the recent war he served in the
Australian Forces and attained the rank of
Captain. .
His father, ColourSergeant F. Cornwall, was
in the 2nd Battalion and until his death at
Etaples in 1915, C.Q.M.S. in the 7th Battalion.
ExCpl. H. S. Polkinghorne, at one time in
the Band of the 1st Battalion, has since leaving
the Army been engaged as a Musical Director
for theatrical companies, musical comedies and
revues, mostly touring productions. He is now
very busy rehearsing a new production of

A Waltz Dream.

Mr. H. McDanagh, ex6279931 C.Q.M.S., 63
Outermarch Road, Coventry, asks for inform
ation as to the whereabouts of 6280002 Pte.
Priest, S., or other Buffs who went to France in
1939, returning to England on 20th June, 1940.
We regret to record the death of Mr. Arthur
March at 96 Rock Road, Sittingbourne, on 1st
May, aged 58 years. He enlisted in the Regi
ment early in 1914 and saw nearly three years'
service in France. He was twice wounded,
badly gassed and finally was shellshocked.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
BIRTH

Morgan.—On April 27th, 1948, at Ramsgate
General Hospital, to June (nee Stone), wife of
R. J. S. Morgan, a daughter (Anne Christine).
ENGAGEMENT

Kent, only son of Major Eric Clarke and Mrs.
Clarke, of The Abbey, Cranbrook, Kent/ and
Judith Cornwallis, of Well Cottage, Crossin
Hand, Sussex, only daughter of Mr. G. Lacy
Scott and Mrs. Lacy Scott, of Ashcroft, Wad
hurst, Sussex. The marriage will take place
quietly during the summer.

Obituary,
Lieut.Colonel G. P. L. Pemberton
funeral took place in Umtali of Lieut.
rilonel G. P. L. Pemberton, rtd., who
died iiq the Umtali Hospital on March 20th.
The service was conducted by the Rev. C. S.
Sergei
Colontel Pemberton was born in India on
April ^8th, 1863, and was the son of Dr. R. G.
Pemberton, of the Indian Medical Service.
He [was educated at Cheltenham College,
Englar id, representing the College at cricket
and rn|gby. After passing through Sandhurst,
he was commissioned in The Buffi, and posted
to Ind: a with the Regiment.
In 1891 he transferred to the Bechuanaland
Bordei Police, and saw service at Macloutsie
and a Fort Tuli. Later he was appointed
officer in charge of transport from Beira to
Umtal , and Umtali to Salisbury. For some
time h e was stationed at Bamboo Creek, now
Gondola.
He [married, in England, on October 17th,
1893, Kate Fanny Bonnin.
On March 17th, 1900, he left for the South
African War and served throughout that
campaign.
At one time he was secretary to GouldAdams,
then Governor of the Orange River Colony, and
later he entered the Civil Service as. Registrar
of Deeds, Bloemfontein.
At the outbreak of World War I, Colonel
Pemberton took a contingent of South African
natives to France as a labour corps, and was
mentioned in despatches. He was demobilised
in 1920.
He returned to Rhodesia in 1924 and finally
made his home in Umtali in 1929. He was a
keen and active member of the Hillside Golf
Club, j for which, until recent years, he did a
considerable amount of work.

THE

Lieut.Colonel J. E. Clarke and the Hon.
Mrs. Gornwallis

Future Events.

The engagement is announced between John
Eric Clarke, M.B.E., of Tanyard, Frittenden,

Dragon Club Dinner.—Wednesday, June
30th, 1948. United Service Club.

THE

6th (S) Battalion, The Buffs, 191418.—A
Reunion Dinner of the above battalion will
be held at the Talbot Restaurant, London
Wall, on Saturday, June 5th, 1948. Tickets
11/6 each. Application to Mr. R. W.
Billings, 14 Hornfair Road, Charlton,
S.E.7.
Saturday, June 19th, Annual Parade and
March to Cenotaph. Horse Guards* Parade
at 6 p.m. Wreath on Cenotaph by Colonel
of Regiment, 6.15 p.m. 7.30 p.m., Reunion,
Prince Alfred, Tufton Street, Westminster,
S.W.I. All ranks of our Regiment are
asked to make an effort to be on parade.
Canterbury Cricket Week.—Saturday,
July 31st to Friday, August 6th, 1948.
Remembrance Sunday.—Sunday, August
8th, 1948.
The Buffs Golfing Society.—Autumn
Meeting, LittlestoneonSea, September
18th19th. Past v Present Foursomes
Match at Canterbury, Wednesday, August
4th.
London Branch, Past and Present
Association, 22nd Anniversary Ball Run
ning Buffet). London Bridge Hotel, S.E.I,
Saturday, September 25th, 1948. Tickets
9/6 each. Application to Mr. R. J. Collins,
90 Queenswood Road, Forest Hill, London,
S.E.23. Dress optional.

Sandhurst Chapel Memorial Fund.
DONATIONS

Lieut.Colonel H. S. Knocker ...
Lieut.Colonel C. R. Tuff
Lieut.Colonel J. C. W. Samuelson
Captain C. Bossom
Colonel E. Foster Hall ...

/ s. d.
10 0
10 0
10 0
10 0
10 0

Regimental History, 1948.
DONATIONS

Captain C. Bossom
Mr. G. Tail
Colonel H. P. P. Robertson ...
Lieut.Colonel G. L. Lushington
Major A. C. J. von Ammel ...
Captain L. P. Critchley
Mr. R. O. S. Kettle

£ s. d.
2

2
2

2

2
2
2
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Historical Records
THE appointment of Colonel C. R. B. Knight,
* O.B.E., as historian to complete the historical
records has been confirmed by the Colonel of the
Regiment. The period of research will be from
1919 to the end of the present reorganisation
of the Army, 194849.
A great deal of preliminary work in the
collection of data has already been carried out
by Brigadier J. F. Whitacre Allen, assisted by
Major P. Dare.
The volume will be made up of seven chapters
dealing in succession with events over a year or
a period of years, and four appendices, i.e.,
casualties; awards; dress, arms and equip
ment, 19391948 ; notes on the life of a soldier
in India.

Regimental Gazette.
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF
TUESDAY, 6TH APRIL, 1948, DATED FRIDAY,
9TH APRIL, 1948.
REGULAR ARMY
THE BUFFS.—Lt. William Frank Brigstocke

(380575) from Emerg. Commn. to be Lt.,
10th April, 1948, with seniority, 17th February,
1948.

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF
TUESDAY, 13TH APRIL, 1948, DATED FRIDAY,
16TH APRIL, 1948
REGULAR ARMY
ROYAL REGIMENT OF ARTILLERY.—Lt. (Dir.
of Music) W. B. Salmon, L.R.A.M., A.R.C.M,

(111645) to be Capt. (Dir. of Music), 28th
December, 1947.
5328491 W.O. CI. I (Bandmaster) Wilfred
Bruce Salmon, L.R.A.M., A.R.C.M. (111645),
from The Buffs, to be Lt. (Dir. of Music), 8th
November, 1947.
REGULAR ARMY
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS
THE BUFFS.—War Subs. Lt. M. H. Rocke

(365727) relinquishes his commn., 16th April,
1948, and is granted the hon. rank of Lt.
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF
FRIDAY, 16TH APRIL, 1948, DATED TUESDAY,
20TH APRIL, 1948
TERRITORIAL ARMY
THE BUFFS—2nd Lt. (War Subs. Lt.) Boris

Glynn John French (388755) from Special List
continued on p. 127
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The Buffs Golfing
Society.

campaign for new members ? The views of
others! on this point would be of considerable
interest.
MEMBERSHIP

] EVER can there have been

n:
' more perfect conditions for

the Army Meeting held at
Royal St. George's—a cloud
less sky, the larks never so
happy and tuneful, the glori
ous view of Pegwell Bay a
constant joy, the links in
perfect condition, and a vary
ing wind of just the right
testing strength. The in
dividual championship went
to Major A. Duncan for the
third time. Both the team
championship, and the Argyll
and Sutherland Cup for the elderly gentlemen,
went to the Seaforths. The Generals' Cup, in
which MajorGeneral Stanham survived two
rounds, to MajorGeneral Vulliamy. And last,
but by no means least, FieldMarshal Lord
Wavell got away with the best last nine holes
under handicap, having endured a round of
over three and a half hours owing to the con
gestion on the course, which unfortunately
persisted throughout the week.
As for our own team, though they may not
have had five days of unqualified success, they
certainly had five days of good fun and pleasure.
In any case it was good to see them in the
midst of this battle again, and we thank
Raymond Grace and Eric Scott for coming
along from Germany, the former by air and the
latter by boat. Their individual scores in the
championships were not as good as we hoped.
And in the first round of the team match they
went down to a good and considerably younger
side who, in turn, went down to the ultimate
winners in the next round.
Here is the result of their match
The Buffs
Lt.Col. N. R. Reeves
Major D. Montgomery
Lt.Col. E. S. Scott
(halved)
Lt.Col. H. R. Grace....
Total

0
0
0
0

0

R.E. No. 6 Unit
Lt. J. G. T. Polley 3 up
Major P. B. H. Swan <2 up
Major R. A. P.
Weher (halved)
0
Lt. R. F. Semple... 2 up
Total...

7 up

There is no gainsaying that the result of our drive
for new), members has, to say the least, been very dis
appointing—7 Playing and 18 NonPlaying new
.members from amongst the 600 approached ! On the
other hand there has been the encouragement derived
from letters expressing gladness at the steps being
taken to restore the Society's prosperity. For example,
our old friend Major Pongo Booth has sent us a donation
of,£5, \^hich has been credited to the Reserve Fund.
Here I are the names of those who have come along
with us
Playi^ig—Captain A. J. Smithers ; Messrs. A. D.
Brough4on, R. H. Haseldon, C. Homer, W. J.
Richard^son, R. E. Thomas and M. Watney.
Non--flaying—Lieut.Colonel The Hon. R. "J. Ward ;
Majors
A. E. Qhapman and G. R. D. Hews ; Captains
M. Bartjon, E. H. Bigel, J. Bryan, R. A. Crockett,' F. C.
Cuss, J. F. De Vroome, A. J. C. Fagg, I. B. Gammidge,
A. H. djurney, P. A. N. Lindley, I. E. Russell; Messrs.
K. W Bradley, J. E. A. Tansey, F. E. Thornycroft and
P. F. Wrilson.
THE AUTUMN MEETING
A circular letter relating to the Autumn Meeting has

already been sent to all placing members, so it will
I suffice to mention here that this will be held over the
very attractive links at LittlestoneonSea during the
weekend September 18th/19th, with Headquarters at
The Dojrmy House where both comfort and fare are at
an exceptionally high level. If any nonplaying member
would like a copy of the abovementioned letter, he has
only to! drop a line to the Hon. Secretary, The Buffs
Depot, Canterbury.
PAST V PRESENT MATCH

Arising out of the correspondence in the April Dragon,
it has been decided to hold, if possible, a Past v Present
foursomes match over the Canterbury course on the
Wednesday morning of the Canterbury Week. The
reasons for this decision are : (a) the before lunch play
on the first day of any match is very apt to be the
least interesting ; and (b) an evening event as suggested
by Lieut.Colonel Argles will, it is feared, interfere with
theatre, cocktail and other parties. Also the provision
of a forksupper either at the Depot or the Clubhouse is
out of the question.
So although, in the present, the Society may only be
in the midst of the groaning "and trying phase of coming
to after its World War anaesthetic, it is still the firm
belief that, given a successful Autumn Meeting, its
prewar prosperity will ultimately be restored ; and
that it will once again become the most outstanding of
all regimental golfing societies, for it is not in the way
of things for The Buffs to suffer defeat.

Stop Press
THUMBS UP

A glance at the entry, 158 in all, is full of
interest—1 FieldMarshal, 27 Generals, 49
Colonels, 46 Majors, 30 Captains, 3 Lieutenants
and 2 Warrant Officers. It may well be that,
within these figures, rests the solution to the
distressingly poor response received to our

Up to and including Friday, May 21st, the
following entries had been received for the
Autumn Meeting :—
Possible 12, Probable 8, Certain (D.V.) 21.
Total 43.
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Of these, 34 will be staying at The Dormy
House for two nights or one.
The full list of entries will be published next
month.

Round and About
By The Tramp
Abroad
T HAVE just had a
look at Belgium. It
was many years since
I was in that charming
country and everything
connected with this
latest visit was delight
ful. My family and I
were the guests of a
Shipping Company
whose vessels carry car
go to and from Brussels.
The ship in which we
travelled was a small
one, designed primarily
for the efficient carriage
of cargo. It was, nevertheless, very comfortable
for the passengers.
We joined the ship on a sunny afternoon in a
dock not far from the famous riverside inn,
"The Prospect of Whitby". Lying in an
adjoining basin was the great sailing ship
Pamir, which for many months has been one of
the sights of London. She was preparing for
her return to the Antipodes and looked most
graceful and impressive against a background
of warehouses and a Wren church.
Loading Ship
As soon as we had seen our quarters, a neat
little cabin with all the ingenuity of design
that distinguishes such apartments, we went
on to the upper deck to watch the business of
transferring motor cars, packing cases and bales
from the wharf to the ship's holds. We decided
that the engineer who works the crane on the
wharf was a man of nice judgment. The skill
with which he contrived to swing the loads
accurately and expeditiously to the precise
point where the waiting dockers could move
them to their appointed place was a sight worth
seeing. While we were thus engaged, the Master
came aboard and introductions were made. It
was immediately obvious that we were to be in
good hands. What was more, we saw at a
glance that our host was a man of great charm.
He greeted us as guests and said he hoped we
would enjoy ourselves.
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As soon as the loading was finished and the
hatches battened down, we cast off and crept
out of the dock through a narrow lock which
let us into London River.
I had nearly forgotten to mention the
Customs and Immigration formalities which
preceded our departure. These were simple and
not unduly exacting. Passports were examined
and enquiries made as to what money and other
things we were taking with us. Belgium is not
one of the countries on the British Holiday list.
No basic Sterling is allowed. Passengers are
allowed only a small sum for travelling expenses.
This is unfortunate because Belgium is a land
of Plenty and there are many things to be had
there if one had money to spend. We were,
however, not going to Brussels to shop but to
see the City and the Country.
The Thames
There are few more interesting sights than
the City of London as seen from the river.
Shipping and all connected with it are always
fascinating and there is plenty of it on the
Thames. From tugs and barges to great P. & O.
liners and occasional ships of war there is every
type of thing that sails or steams. The riverside
is also absorbing in its variety. Great .docks,
power stations and factories line the banks
right out to the levels beyond Tilbury and
Gravesend. And there is always that most
romantic of palaces, Wren's masterpiece at
Greenwich. Moored in the river near it was an
American cruiser on a goodwill visit, her lines
unusual to English eyes and her masts a highly
complicated network of wires. We dipped our
Ensign to her as we passed and an American
seaman hastened to return the compliment.
The courtesies of the sea are a pleasant survival
of days in which better manners prevailed on
the world's highways.
Tea
While we were watching all the business of a
great river we were summoned below to tea,
a substantial meal taken at about 5.30 p.m.
It was the "High" variety of that meal. A good
and satisfying supper in fact. Except for a cup
of tea and sandwiches about 8.30 p.m., it was
the last meal of the day aboard.
It takes longer than one would think to get
out of the Thames and darkness was falling as
we passed Southend, while away on the star
board bow twinkled the lights of Margate.
And so out into the estuary and the North Sea.
We were early to bed, for we knew that at
about 5.30 next morning we should be taking
on a pilot off Ostend to guide us through the
intricate channels of the Scheldt.
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Night at Sea
I do not usuall sleep well in a strange bed,
but the noises of a ship at sea are lulling and
I knew little until the engines changed their
tempo at dawn. I went on deck and saw the
pilot boat approaching. The Belgian pilot was
soon safely on board and away we went. Land
was just yisjble when he took over, but before
long first the Belgian coast and then Holland
became clear. From now on there was much
to look at. We passed a number of wrecks lying
forlornly askew in waters which not long ago
had been indeed perilous.

Flushing
The first port to be seen was Flushing, and it
brought back memories of a happy visit to the
island of Walcheren made some years before
that most friendly and delectable part of
Holland had been subjected to the horrors and
destruction of war. There were distinct signs
of bomb damage near the harbour, but every
thing from that distance appeared to have been
tidied up as only the Dutch can set things
straight.


A change of pilot at Flushing and we steamed
on to Antwerp. We had breakfasted and
lunched before we reached that great seaport
which I had never seen before. There is much
damage in the city, most of it caused by VI
and V2 attacks in the final stages of the war,
but little or nothing is visible from a ship in
the river. It was tantalising not to stay longer
at Antwerp. The great oceangoing liners
moored in the river made a brave show and there
was ample evidence that everyone was busy
and prosperous.

The Canal
We continued placidly on our way and very
shortly came to the entrance of the Brussels
Antwerp canal. This was a lock of considerable
size and we took our place alongside several of
the huge Diesel driven barges which carry
cargoes of which big oceangoing ships would
be justifiably proud. These barges are manned
by two or three young men who appear to take
their families with them. They live in houses
built at the jafter end of the vessel and from
glimpses of their interiors these residences are
commodious, trim and exceedingly comfortable.
There; are usually children aboard. All wear
wooden sabots while on the deck and punctili
ously discard them before entering the cabins.

The journey up the canal is leisurely and it is
punctuated by the business of entering and
leaving locks, of passing under bridges with
the ship's funnel lowered and the wheelhouse
removed to give clearance. It is occasionally
necesshry to duck one's head while on the
bridge Ideck.
A pilot has charge of the navigation of the
ship all the way to Brussels and our particular
pilot was indeed a personality. He was a
Fleming who had acquired, in the course of his
business, a fluency in English, including much
of its best and essential slang, which made
conversation with him not only easy but delight
ful. I have seldom met a more likeable man ;
shrewd, humorous, efficient and kindly. He is
known by his Christian name to all and sundry
and as we passed through villages on our way
he was frequently hailed by many friends
ashore. This touch of intimacy was not the
least of the pleasures of the voyage through the
canal.

Brussels
We finally reached Brussels and our berth
in the Bassin Vergole about 10 p.m. Our pilot
brought us skilfully and quietly to rest against
a wharf and bade us goodnight as he set off to
go to his home some 10 miles down the canal.
He would come aboard on the Saturday—the
next day but one—to conduct us down to the
Schedlt on our way home. We were up betimes
next fnorning for Belgian dockers start work
early and the ship was to be cleared that day
ready I to be reloaded with what we were to
carry home.
Aftfer an early breakfast we set off into the
City^a tramcar ride of a few minutes. From
now on we were able to feast our eyes on a
degree of plenty that we have long since given
up hope of seeing in England. The shops are
overflowing with goods of every sort and the
cream buns in the patisseries and the luscious
bananas in the shops and on street barrows are
just two small pieces of evidence of Belgian
prosperity and dollar resources. The prices are
startling, as we found when we had a meal at
an excellent but unfashionable little restaurant.
But we fed ourselves well and, thus fortified,
decided to go out to see the field of Waterloo.
Before doing so, we naturally went to see the
charming, if slightly immodest, statue/fountain
known as the Mannikin
We were more
than amused to find ourselves in the company
of a girls' school "crocodile" in the charge of a
nun when we inspected this historic sight.
The neighbouring shops are filled with souvenirs,
postcards, etc., of the impudent little fellow.
We duly purchased some.
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Out on the
Evening Tide
With her decks packed and her holds laden with cars, trucks, tractors
and spare parts, she pulls out from the Ford jetty and leaving the
sunset behind her, makes for the open sea — bound for the lands
and ports with magical names ...Tomorrow other ships will pull out
from the Ford jetty ... the only one in the British Motor Industry.
Everything at Dagenham is geared to Great Britain's recovery drive.
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the stuff
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the roots

Keep the roots active
and you will keep your
hair! Massage Bryl
creem well into the scalp
with the tips of your
fingers with an action
that moves the scalp on
the skull. Brylcreem's
tonic ingredients will
encourage the hairs' own
natural oils to function
efficiently—c Dry ' hair,
'Tight' scalp, thinning
hair and dandruff be
come things of the past.
Brylcreem your hair to
day.

County Perfumery Co., Ltd., Honeypot Lane, Stanmore, Middx.

SAFETY
MATCHES
. SPECIAL

THE HATCH FOR THE
BRITISH FORCES
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JACOB'S BISCUITS
including

CREAM CRACKERS
&
WATER RISCUITS
Recommended for use in
Messes and Canteens as
suitable accompaniments
to all meals

W. & R. JACOB & CO. (L'pool), Ltd.
Aintree Biscuit Factory

It's not problems in the office, but poisons in the system
that get a man down. Now, look at Mr. Jolly. His eyes
are bright, his judgement clear, and as for his energy —
well, what does he care if he has got plenty on his plate.
He takes Eno in the morning. He's as fit as they make 'em
and you can't keep a fit man down. Jolly Mr. Jolly!

Eno's ' Fruit Salt'
for cheerful livers
2Is and 3111 a bottle (tax included).
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Waterloo

Homeward

For me this place has always'had a powerful
attraction and now for the first time I was to
see the field where the history of Europe was
decisively changed. I have read much about
the events of the 18th of June, 1815. I have
studied the huge scale model of the battle which
is, I am glad to say, once more on view in the
lovely Banqueting Hall in the Royal United
Services Institution in Whitehall. Our tram
to the village of St. Jean followed the exact
route taken by Wellington when he made his
way from Brussels after the Duchess of Rich
mond's Ball to his greatest and last battle.
The road now passes through the suburbs of a
great city and it is about thirteen kilometres
to the field.

Next day, the ship having been loaded
expeditiously, we steamed out of the Bassin
Vergole under the directing hand of our good
pilot and made the reverse journey in good
time. Crossing the North Sea we experienced a
slight swell. The resultant roll was not severe
enough to interfere with our appetites and we
were soon off dear old Margate again. We had
all the sights of London River for our delight
once more and the memories of an unforgettable
visit to a delightful place in the most charming
company. We all vowed that it must be done
again, and soon.

The day was fine but colder than one would
have liked. We left the tram at a point which
was roughly the centre of the Allied defensive
position. It was immediately obvious that all
one had read about the Duke's unerring instinct
in the choice of a good defensive position was
correct. Except that the crops were not far
advanced and the ground dry and not sodden
with torrential rainstorms the field was much
as it must have been on the fateful day. La
Haye Sainte and Hougomont and La Belle
Alliance are still there preserved, and not as
museums. Time did not allow us to wander
over the battlefield. I wanted to walk down
the road that bisects it and look back at the
Allied positions from the spot on which
Napoleon had viewed it through that long and
fatal day. I had to content myself with
Wellington's view of it. But I shall go there
again and do it thoroughly. We visited the
celebrated panorama of the battle, a miracle
of vigorous painting and models, but confusing
in that it is circular. There is also ~a cinema
which for a few francs shows a film recon
struction of the battle. This was good in parts.
Waterloo was just what I expected. I had no
reason to revise my preconceptions of the
place. This for me was an unusual experience.
I am not exaggerating when I say that brooding
over the whole place is the feeling of history
and fate. It was easy to people the quiet fields
with the suffering, striving men who fought so
desperately through that Sunday one hundred
and thirtythree years before. We had it
almost to ourselves when we saw it. There were
a few visitors to the Museum and all were
British. But they were apart from us when we
were looking at the battlefield itself.

FINE FEATHERS
CVERY reader of the Dragon, I am sure,
^enjoys reading of Regimental life some forty
years ago under the title of "Mixed Grill".
I will not attempt to emulate it with a
comparable string of anecdotes, but rather try
and paint the colourful daily scene among
which these good times were had.
Perhaps the most outstanding thing that
presents itself is the change in dress. It is hard
to believe now the variations of dress that then
obtained, or how brief and fleeting was their
vogue.
Consider the period 1900 to say 1910. First,
there was Levee Dress, a matter of scarlet
tunic, with gold belt, gold and crimson sash,
gold laced overalls, gold laced slings, and helmet.
I remember the handsome sword knot of gold
with a scarlet thread running through it, the
whole topped up with the helmet, a Prussian
importation I believe. This dress was whittled
down after the Boer War. Away went the gold
lace on the overalls, the gold belt was replaced
by a crimson one, and the sash discarded.
Next in order of precedence perhaps, was the
Frock Coat introduced after the Boer War.
The Frock Coat was of fine blue cloth with
brass buttons, double breasted, and worn with
crimson sash, gold slings and sword, the head
dress being the new blue cap with peak. This
was the dress for those attending Courts Martial.
It was also worn without sword on social
occasions. White dog skin gloves were worn
with this as also with the tunic.
The Red Patrol although unpopular, was at
any rate very picturesque to look at, and was
the general every day kit. Worn with this
was the blue forage cap with three small
buttons on the front edge and a buff knob
with a little dragon on it. A very smart cap
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arid still worn during World War II although
strictly unauthorised. The Blue Patrol super
seded the Red, but for a short time they were
contemporary. The Blue Patrol was worn on
duty with sword and pipeclayed leather slings
and overalls. The headgear was the blue peaked
cap after its introduction.
The Mess kit remained unchanged, up to the
commencement of World War II, except that
the overalls were displaced by trousers and shoes
in place of Wellingtons.
At the time of the Boer War the Service
Dress was a tunic of much the same pattern as
today, but of a rather pleasant sandcoloured
material, with riding breeches and putties.
The equipment was the Sam Browne belt with
revolver holster and cartridge case, and the
field glass case, together with the haversack.
Some Regiments had their distinctive pattern
Sam Browne; The Buffs, for instance, ha£ a
leather covered ring in the centre of the back
to which the other straps were attached.
With the end of the Boer War the Service
Dress was changed from the drab coloured
material, much"as it is today. The tunic had a
high collar with a detachable white linen collar
on the inside. The breeches were replaced by
knickers buttoned. at the knee, and the puttee
had a spat which, however, did not survive
very long, which is not surprising ! The hat
provided perhaps the biggest laugh, it being
made of stiff felt with a high crown, the lower
part of .which was extruded and was perforated
all round, which gave it the appearance,of a
blockhouse, and as such it was known. I think
only one officer had the nerve to don it and
that was the C.O., Colonel Backhouse. The
knicker plus four inches came in later and was,
I believe, copied from the Foot Guards.
The overcoat of the 1900 vintage deserves a
mention. It was a garment that I regretted to
discard more than any other. A splendid coat,
made of the finest cloth, dark grey in colour,
it was thick, warm and almost waterproof,
and moreover extremely smart. It had a cape
that could be attached, which gave it an added
air of dignity, with richly gilt fastenings.
This cape was chiefly worn by itself when in
Mess kit.
Such was the wardrobe during the period.
I have omitted one or two things. One such,
the stohwasser legging, is best forgotten.
A most unpractical contraption of leather and
a long strap which wound round the leg. They
always bulged and never looked well even on
the best "leg for a boot". It was followed,
anyhow unofficially, by the "Hammond , and
that again by the "Sparkshall", ah affair of
continued on p. 120

Mixed Grill.
DEFORE setting forth
''for Shanghai and
Japan, here is an amus
ing incident which arose'
from yet another memor
able trip from Hong
Kong, namely a sight
seeing visit to that
amazing city of Canton :
that city of smells, and
that beehive of sweating
humanity which never
seemed to sleep except
when having its pigtail
dressed in a barber's
chair ; and with, streets
so narr ow that not even a couple ofsedan chairs
could travel side by side. With some time to
spare before the departure home, I tried hard
to brit >e our guide to show us an opium den.
Nothin|g doing, but a few evenings later my
Chinese boy with a wide grin ushereda t an
i
English policeman into our sittingroom. I m
sorry, Sir", said the policeman, "but I have
just discovered an opium den in your back
premises and I am afraid I must take the whole
bunch to the police station." And there they
all were—the cook, the two chair coolies, the
house coolie, and three or four of their friends—
all with their pigtails tied together. The dis
turbance, however, was only a brief one, as
they were all back smiling—the Chinaman is a
loveable creature who always smiles—by noon
the next day, having paid their fine, which was
little more than the bribe I had offered the
guide at Canton !
SHANGHAI AND JAPAN

It was after my return from the Philippines that the
longing for a sight of Japan haunted me night and day—
so near and yet so far, and seemingly so impossible
with a very near empty banking account. But the
drawing of a bow at a venture very often finds its
mark. In any case, to the Hon. Secretary of the
Cricket Club of each of the five largest towns in Japan
I sent a letter, the contents of which briefly were:
"Just back from Manila after a most enjoyable cricket,
tennis and golf tour. If we come your, way, can you
And then the
give us a« game

— miracle happened.
b—~ ?"
The Hpn. Secretary at Yokohama was an oldtime
cricketiing friend, and here is the telegram he sent :
"Raise your side. Wire date of arrival. Will arrange
complete tour. Delighted to put.you all up." A similar
response came from Shanghai, and that was how 16 of
us, inclusive of two wives, came to enjoy the .most
unexpected and Heavensent six weeks. The other
Buffs were John Crookenden, Greenway (The Doe), and
the late Weary Green, Jock Innes and Donald Anderson.
JANE CAKEBREAD

A strange cross heading, but read on ! Accounts of
athletic results make dull, reading, so it is better,
I "think, to pass on to other things, the first of which
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deals with our flag flown toprmast wherever we happened
to visit. Our first sight of this was when it was hoisted
amidst cheers and laughter as we took the field at
Shanghai. It was as black as night, but boldly placed
in the centre was a white female in the nude with her
head depicted by a hatched ! The designer was my
old school friend Ivo Barrett of the Shanghai Police
whom many will recall as one of our finest allround
athletes. And here is the reason for his inspiration.
On the journey up I had reproved my team for drinking
far too many cocktails—I was far too seasick to indulge
myself !—and had told them that I hoped they would
"see to it" when we got down to business—all of this
and the time when Jane Cakebread, and her sister
hysterical temperance reformers, were gaining world
fame by crashing into bars and night clubs and smashing
up the bottles and glasses with hatchets ! I still have
the flag and shall always treasure the endless amusement
we got out of it ; though that is not to say that it was
not severely frowned upon by some !
THE JAPANESE WRESTLERS

It was whilst we were at Tokyo that we had the good
fortune to see the Japanese "Allin Wrestling Champion
ship". An amazing sight. The greater part of the
seating space was divided into pens, in each of which
one or more Japanese families spent their days, and
in many cases their nights. But the astonish ng sight
was not so much the spectators, but the wrestlers them
selves. Never had I thought that such human monsters—
Camera would have been mere chicken feed amongst
them—even existed, and certainly not amongst those
incredibly ugly, bandylegged, bespectacled, sadistic
little creatures, the Japanese. But there they were,
weighing twenty stone or more, bulging with fat—or
was it muscle ?—and sweating from every pore. The
procedure was equally remarkable. First they crouched
within a few inches of each other with their hands on
their thighs. Then, for some strange, reason, each
simultaneously straightened himself up, returned to
his side of the ring, tore off a bit of toilet paper hanging
from the ropes, and wiped the sweat from under his
armpits ! And so this went on time after time—a most
boring, repulsive and grotesque entertainment. But
finally and suddenly came the clash resembling in
violence a headon collision of a couple of bulldozers.
The sight of one of these monsters weighing some
twenty stone chucking his opponent weighing still
more clean out of the ring was a miracle I shall always
recall.
THE PULLMAN ATTENDANT

A minor incident, maybe worth recalling, relates to
the Pullman car attendant encountered on the journey
from Kobe to Yokohama. Settling down next to me he
read a book at which I naturally glanced. Seeing my
interest was aroused he at once asked : "And how you
say this ?" I then noticed that the lefthand page of
the book was printed in Japanese, and on the opposite
page was the English translation. So it was not long
before I was giving him, to my pleasure and amusement
and to his great satisfaction, a perfectly good English
lesson free, gratis and for nothing. Just an everyday
example of how these dangerously industrious and
thorough little devils got so far as they did.
THE YOSHIWARA

But the most astonishing of all our experiences in
Japan was our visit to the Yoshiwara on the outskirts
of' Tokyo. For here was a selfcontained township

entirely devoted to prostitution with its own police,
post office, bank and administration ; and visited by
all the world and his wife, inclusive of children. Never
shall I forget strolling down its main street, as spick
and span and as wide and brilliantly lit as Regent
Street prewar. How well I recall staring through those
massive plate glass windows behind which were grouped'
those dangerously attractive and beautiful Geisha
girls in. their richly embroidered silk kimonas,. and all
laughing and chatting merrily amongst themselves.
But there was more to it than that, as the background
provided for each of these groups was incredibly
beautiful. For one it might be the splendour of snow
capped Fujiyama ; another the beauty of cherry
blossom, the lotus, the wisteria, the iris and so on.
But how revoltingly incongruous to see at the alley
way by the side of each of these "shops"—there is no
other term—a common or garden coolie touting for
custom, and shouting out the price of his goods like any
silverring bookmaker. And how equally incongruous
to see Japanese families strolling about this fantastic
city in their hundreds just as if they were mooning
around in holiday time on the sea front at Deal. But
how orderly and well behaved they were, as all of this
was just part of their every day life—a recognized
"home" for their unwanted daughters—a means of
getting entertainment and/or a breqth of evening fresh
air. Here indeed was another sidelight of the every
day life of this yet to be—or should it be never to be ?—
civilized far Eastern nation.
H.H.C.B.

April Echo.
DLEASURE derived from the rattling good
* yarns in the April Dragon prompts this echo
of appreciation. Nevertheless, the order of
praise should not be taken necessarily as an
order of merit, for sometimes the man who goes
in last makes the most runs, vide Worcestershire
versus the Australians recently.
"Mixed Grill", everyone must agree, is always
a great delight to readers and this month, surely,
our gifted correspondent has excelled himself—
as, indeed, did Bill Andrews in his story of
Hong Kong. In the past in the 1st Battalion
we often heard rumours about Bill Andrews'
running feats in the Far East, but never before
have we been regaled with such a vivid account
of them.
About twenty years ago we had a Veterans'
Race at the Sports in Gib. Everyone urged Bill
Andrews to enter. But diffidently he demurred.
Too old and all that, he said. A few minutes
before the race he was to be seen in his "gent's
natty", the buttons slightly strained round the
waist, perhaps. But at the line up there was
Bill, perfectly attired in spotless running shorts
and vest with a pair of brand new spiked shoes
on his feet, the old fox ! Bang ! went the pistol
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and off raced Bill* Needless to say, he cantered
home an easy winner by a distance* In sub
sequent years this little act, to everybody's
great amusement and satisfaction, became an
annual event, and, likely as not, he is still
doing it even though he has retired to that row
of cottages all selfrespecting Quartermasters
are reputed to acquire. Anyhow, there is no
doubt he is quite capable of it!
And how enjoyable it is. to follow Sydney
Maiden in his travels. Like the incomparable
Mr. Winston Churchill, not only is he an
accomplished artist but he wields a delightfully
facile pen fortified by shrewd observation. In
short, he brings a literary touch to The Dragon
which illuminates its pages.
Those jolly little heading sketches of "The
Tramp'' and '' Mixed Grill'', the latter a
clever caricature of the Cook himself, are
charmingly done. They impart a kind of family
familiarity to the scene and remind one of
earlier Dragons.
It is good, too, to see such a spate of live
letters in the Correspondence columns. H. G.
Copeland transports one back to the last of the
"Gentlemen's Wars". It reminds one that
though fellows fought every bit as gallantly as
recently, they still observed on both sides the
chivalry and courtesy of soldiers. There was no
whipped up "hate" and etherborne invective
shouting across the world. And, as always, we
won in the end after paying the usual bitter
price. But with the signing of peace the
hatchet was buried and acrimony with it.
Arising from this may two suggestions be
offered ? The first is that the 2nd Battalion
might send us accounts of life in Hong Kong,
now, we hear, the rich man's Paradise as com
pared to the poor man's of the past; and
secondly, that those now serving in far distant
lands should intermingle their interesting tales
with the pleasantry of the old, and possibly a
glimpse of its pageantry or adventure.
R.T.

Lloyd's Patriotic Fund.
Report for 1947
oldest Naval and Military Fund of its
* kind in existence, Lloyd's Patriotic Fund was
founded in 1803 during the Napoleonic Wars.
The trustees have just issued their Report
showing the valuable work achieved during
1947. It records the fact that during the year
1,034 cases received benefit, the total amount
distributed in grants being £16,713.

1T HE

From the General Fund alone, since its
inauguration, approximately £1,021,000 has
been expended in giving assistance to the
widows, orphans and dependent relatives of
Officers and Men of the Navy, Army or Marines
who were killed in Action or who had to retire
through illhealth, due to War or Foreign
Service.
At the present time, grants from the General
Fund are mainly confined to the dependents of
those who fought in Campaigns prior to 1914
and who are not eligible for assistance from
other service charities.
The General Fund is also able to help with
regard t|o education. The Trustees have at their
disposal Presentations to various schools and
at the moment vacancies exist at The Royal
United Service Orphan Home for Girls, Devon
port, and at The Royal Hospital School,
Holbrook, for the sons of seafaring men.
One of the most useful of the supplemental
Funds in the South African War Fund which
has so far expended nearly £155,000 in helping
Officers and Men who were discharged
"medically unfit" as a result of the Boer War.
AnothLer Fund worthy of special notice is the
Naval iWar Fund. Originally established in
1915 fro>m a collection made at Lloyd's, it was
extenddjd in 1940 to deal with cases arising out
of the ijecent War and for this purpose, it has
received very substantial help from King
. George' > Fund for Sailors. The Fund is mainly
used fo educational purposes, the intention of
the Tri stees being that the children receive as
good at] education as would have been the case
had
ir fathers lived. Up to the end of 1947
a total of 694 widows and guardians have
received grants for the education of 1,216
childreii at a total expenditure of £208,418.
Dependents of Officers and Men of the Fleet
Air Arm are also assisted in a similar way from
a separate Fund known as the "Corporation of
Lloyd's! Air Force Fund".
Mempers of the general public are encouraged
to subscribe to this old established charity in
the knowledge that their gifts will be ably
administered by a capable body of business men.
Full particulars of the work of the Fund can
be obtained from :—
The! Secretary,
j Lloyd's Patriotic Fund,
I
Lloyd's Building,
[
3 Lime Street,
i
London, E.C.3.

THE

FOLLOWINC

FIRMS

I o M I T 11' 1 E
VIRGINIA
MINERAL

WATERS

LEMON SQUASH, &c.

by ABDULLA

.

BUTLER'
HIGH CLASS MACHINE TOOLS

Every drop is of full flavour
Ask forWhite—Cottells

Worcester' Sauce

S

for

PLANING SHAPINGSLOTTING.

The Butler Machine Tool Co.,Ltd., H'fax

(oiyille

MANUFACTURERS OF
MALLEABLE

ELECTRICAL
INSTALLATION

IRON.

PIC IRON AND SPECIAL STEELS

WALSAll CONDUITS LTD.,
WEST BROMWICH, STAFFS.

195 West George Street, GLASGOW, C.2

HALL & EARL LTD.
'Puritex' Mills, Tudor Road,
LEICESTER

J

For the storage of foodstuffs of all
kinds, for making and storing ice cream,
cooling beer and wines, making ice and
other purposes in canteens and messes.

J. & E. HALL, LTD.
DARTFORD, KENT

delic

For protection against
Skin Infection... USB

WRIGHTS *
- Coal TarSoap

SHREDDED
WHEAT
PLAIN & UNIVERSAL MILLING
MACHINES, SUNDERLAND GEAR
PLANERS AND VICES

SHIPLEY

'Grams: "HANDEL" 'Phone: 23105'6'7

"HALLMARK"

.-its

J. PARKINSON & SON

I?

Manufacturers of Underwear in Wool,
Cotton, Art. Silk, etc. Branded "Puritex"

AUTOMATIC REFRIGERATORS

DUNCANS
CHOCOLATE

WELGAR

xtm^k everything

STEEL PLATES. SECTIONS, BARS.
RAILS.

JuittasCc *,

'Wool'filter lip. 20 for 3/6 W

SOLD BY N.A.A.F.I. CANTEENS

Try BURMA SAUCE

SUPPORT

yorks.

TABLE CUTLERY
SILVER PLATE
POCKET KNIVES
SCISSORS & RAZORS

S. & J. KITCHIN LTD.

GEORGE BUTLER & COMPANY, LIMITED
SHEFFIELD

Special attention given to CanteeA
requirements

LION

SAXON ROAD, SHEFFIELD 8

Cutlery, Matchets & Knives
of all descriptions

DAVIS BURROW

& SONS, LTD.

BRAND

HOSIERY
IT'S O.K. WITH

BRUSH MANUFACTURERS
BRAND

WEB EQUIPMENT CLEANERS

Henry Franc & Lauder Ltd.
MANCHESTER and BRADFORD

Manufacturers of all classes of Woollen
and Cotton Cloth for the Services

SAUCE

HUNSLET, LEEDS

Telephone t Cenlral 2441
Telegrams i "Heyn," Manchester

Contractors to the Forces

120 Years' Experience

PARK DRIVE

CIGARETTES!

!| for pleasure
PLAIN & CORK TIPPED

THE ASSOCIATION OF SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PAGES,
67/68. JERMYN STREET. ST. JAMES'S. S.W.I.
TEL. WHITEHALL 8604.

NAAFI
and the
Three R's

refreshment

Refreshment . . . . Relaxation . . . . Revenue
. . . . the three R's for which Naafi is famous.
For Naafi serves the Services not only by
providing the convenience of a wellplanned,
wellrun canteen service . . . not only

by

supplying facilities for rest and recreation —
but by affording a source

of steady and

substantial contributions to the unit exchequer
—earning funds needed to provide further
Service amenities.

relaxation

Naafi has been organized

to help the Services to help themselves.

A

great cooperative enterprise, it serves only
those in the Services, applying its facilities —
and

all

Its

profit —to the

betterment of

"^V.ARMY 8 A®FORCE INSTITOJIS j
fpertmimfor mink
j

Service life and leisure . . .
Help yourself — by patronizing Naafi.

»AV TM»

py

if Pound* P.R.I,
jw. Peg*.

NAAFI

revenue

The official canteen organisation for H.M. Forces in war and peace

R U X L E Y

T O W E R S

-

C L A Y G

A T E

-

E S H E R

-

S U R R E Y

THE

DRAGON

119

The Eighth Army under Lord Montgomery.
By Major E. W. Sheppard, M.C.
' CL ALAMEIN to the Sangro", the first
v part of Lord Montgomery's story of his
campaigns, was first printed for private circula
tion early in 1944. Designed primarily as an
instructional work for issue to all senior officers
under his command at that time, it was fairly
widely distributed and read .before being
published in the ordinary way four years later.
Like the subsequently written but earlier
published Normandy to the Baltic, it is based on
the author's private diary, but is curiously
impersonal and impartial. During the period
covered by this work, it will be remembered,
the Eighth Army formed part first of Middle
East Command and then of Eighteenth Army
Group, so that Lord Montgomery, as its Com
mander, was subordinate to Lord Alexander.
The latter's recently published despatches show
how close was the agreement of views between
him and Lord Montgomery at every stage of
the campaigns in North Africa and Sicily, but
the reader, if he tries to collate these with the
book under review, will frequently be left in
doubt as to the exact division of responsibility
and credit for the action taken at any particular
juncture.
Lord Montgomery's story is severely factual,
brief and clear—a model narrative for the
student, but not altogether an easy one for the
general reader. Facts and figures are dealt
out with a somewhat capricious hand ; there is
no order of battle either of the Eighth Army
or of the hostile forces from time to time
opposed to it, and no indication of their res
pective strengths, which makes it difficult to
calculate the balance of force as between the
adversaries. Nor are matters of armament and
equipment gone into in any detail. Indeed,
interesting and important as the book is, it
must be regarded primarily as firsthand
material for history rather than as a history
itself.
Its greatest value is perhaps that it shows up
clearly Lord Montgomery's guiding ideas on the
conduct of war. The Army and the country are
fairly familiar with them by now, but here they
are put down for all to read. The importance of
balance to preserve and sustain the initiative
and the power to pursue one's own plan, irres
pective of what the enemy may do; the
necessity for asking of one's troops only what is
within their powers ; the reactions of morale
on victory and of victory on morale ; the value
to a general of constant personal touch with

his troops and of mutual confidence based 011
mutual knowledge—all these ideas are stated,
restated, and exemplified over and over again
in these 130 pages, and they guided the author's
views and actions all through the campaigns
therein narrated. The reader will gather from
the book the impression of a supremely com
petent, confident, and consistently successful
leader, moving with assured step and serene
mind along a course of victory unbroken by any
untoward interruption and undisturbed by any
unforeseen peril. To some the picture may
seem a little too good to be entirely true ; one
can but suspect that at the time everything
did not look quite so easy or come out quite
so well as appears here, and that Lord
Montgomery must surely have had from time
to time worries and disappointments which,
perhaps for want of space, he has refrained
from mentioning.
Some of the high lights of the story must be
briefly referred to, even in so short a review as
this. Great importance is attached to the
battle of Alam Haifa, when Rommel's last
attack was foiled and Lord Montgomery
expresses surprise that it has not been more
studied and appreciated, for in his view it was
the foundationstone of all his future victories.
According to him, his only anxiety before and
after the battle of Alamein was whether Rommel
would stand to fight, for if he did, he would
certainly be beaten. Lord Montgomery stresses
the importance of the Agheila position. The key
to Cyrenaica, only by driving the enemy from
it and holding it firmly against any counter
offensive could he be prevented from returning
and recovering all he had lost. It is, in the
author's vieyy, surprising that Rommel should
have attempted to fight at Berat rather than
in the much stronger position closer to Tripoli,
and he puts this mistake down to strict orders
from Mussolini which he dared not disobey.
This, however, was only one among many
similar but even less comprehensible errors of
the same sort made by the Axis in the course
of the War, when presumably for prestige
reasons, ground was clung to long after its
defence had lost all military justification.
Lord Montgomery's view may be connected with
the anxiety which he here suffered, according
to him more acutely than at any other period
of the campaign, as to whether the supply
situation would allow the Eighth Army's
offensive to be carried right through to the
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capture of Tripoli, which he had set himself as
its goal; had it been checked before the strong
positions covering that city, he might, he .
declares, have had to order not only a pause
but a withdrawal, because a force large enough
to be secure against hostile counteroffensive
could not have been maintained so far forward
for more than a limited period. The battle of
Mareth he considers perhaps his best battle,
giving more scope than any other for strategy
and subtlety; and he was proud of the way in
which he here outwitted Rommel, caused him
to spreadeagle his armour, and retained the
initiative throughout a long and fluctuating
struggle* He considers that both in Sicily and
in the subsequent operations in South Italy
the Eighth Army's offensive, so far from being
as many critics considered excessively cautious
and dilatory, made speedier progress than
could have been expected in view of aH its
difficulties; but he condemns the Italian
campaign on the grounds that, once it had
become clear that we should still have to fight
the Germans despite the collapse and surrender
of their ally, our operations lacked purpose and
a predetermined plan of action, and could not
be justified in view of the necessary limitations
of our forces and the obstacles of ground and
weather. The campaign, in fact, by attempting
too much with too little, contravened one of
Lord Montgomery's most cherished precepts
of war. These are only some of the more
interesting points of an excellent book, which
merits, and will no doubt receive, the full
attention of a wide circle of readers, military
and nonmilitary.
Fine

continued from page 116.

hooks and a lace. We affected these in the 5th
M.I. where the battalion furnished a company.
We also had a very elegant silverplated spur.
The fashion in helmets has also undergone
changes. The somewhat cavernous affair that
we commenced the Boer War in gave way to
the "Gyppy". I remember official disapproval
of this type until one day the subalterns in a
body appeared all dressed in them. They were
so obviously so much smarter that we got away
with it.
Talking of helmets, we were astonished on
visiting Manila (latitude 14 deg. 35') to find
that the Yanks never wore anything but
Panamas, whereas we in Hong Kong (latitude
22 deg. 16') never ventured out unless under a
sun hat*
Well, the British Army is now bereted and
battledressed with a most despondent effect
continued on page 126

The Past and Present
Association.
Life Members

APRIL 1ST—30TH, 1948

Ashford I Branch.—Williams, P.C.
London Branch.—Thomas, R. E., Lieut., Golding,

S. A. C.

Ramsgate Branch.—Neville, F. G., Lieut.
Canterbury Branch.—Jackson, W. C. S., Hills, W. J.
H.Q. Roll.—Howard, H., Major.

Annual Members
1ST—30TH, 1948
AshfordBranch.—DenverFedder, W. V. C. (4th
Battalion,! T^A.).
LondonjBranch.—Butler, B. W.
Dover Branch.—Gockless, F. W.
Margate Branch.—Simpson, J. C.
Canterbury Branch.—Delo, E.
Brighton Branch.—Millard, A. T.
APRIL

BenevolLenit Fund and World War Charitable Fund
The to>tal grants from the Benevolent Fund and the
World W(ar Charitable Fund during the past month
have been /37 19s. 6d. and £31 2s. 7d. respectively.
MINUTES of the 141st Meeting of the Executive
Committee, Past and Present Association, The Buffs,
held at Canterbury on Saturday, May 1st, 1948;

Present :

Lieut.Colonel G. R. Howe (Chairman).
Lieut.Colonel J. F. Connolly, D.S.O. (ViceChairman).
Brigadier J. F. Whitaere Allen, MX.
Colonel D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D.
Lieut.Colonel G. E. E Oliver, D.S.O.
Lieut.Colonel J. Crookenden, D.S.O.
Lieut.Colonel C. E. Yaughan, O.B.E.
Major M. A. Bompas.
,
Captain C. Bossom.
.
Major A. J. Peareth (Secretary).
1.325. The MINUTES of the 140th Meeting were read
and confirmed.
]\llin. 1,322. The preacher selected not being
available it is recommended that
the Bishop of Dover be asked to
preach on Remembrance Sunday,
August 8th.
1.326. BRIGHTON BRANCH.—The Committee recom
mend that the formation of this branch be
I approved.
1.327. No. 3 COTTAGE HOME.—The Secretary reported
the position of the present tenant and action
being taken to meet the situation.
1.328. 1)ATE OF NEXT MEETING.—July 31st, 1948,
Committee Room, Regimental Headquarters,
1 1 A ..m.

j

Ashford Branch

Branch Meeting held at the Drill Hall, Satur
day, May 1st. Officers present: Major M. A.
Bompas (President), Captain D. Butcher (Vice
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President), Mr. H. Barnes (Chairman), Mr. F.
Marsh (ViceChairman, Secretary and Assistant
Secretary).
We were all very pleased to have Major
Bompas with us again and the very interesting
report on what is going to take place on Remem
brance Sunday at Canterbury on August 8th.
THE BUFFS CLUB.—Captain D. Butcher,
O.C. Drill Hall, informed the branch that
progress was not up to expectations re the
opening of the Club He told us that he was
doing his best to get things moving in the
right direction (we hope). Some of us had the
pleasure of watching the O.C. and his C.S.M.
give a very good performance with their new
animals in the Drill Hall yard. I think it was
a better show than our prewar C.S*M. gave us
with his old pal "Oscar". The new arrivals are
much faster and can make longer jumps than
our prewar pals, and yet they call them
Caterpillars. Their buck jumping and jazzing
put any Broncho Bill in the shade.
Another very pleasant surprise was the
reappearance at our meeting of an old friend—
Jimmie, Mr. G. Constant. He was looking fairly
well and with the better weather to come we
trust he will find his true form again, for when
he is in the pink one might take him for 48, but
he is 84 turned.
DART MATCH.—The Chairman and Captain
of the darts team had the painful experience
of telling the branch that his team failed to
maintain their true form at Canterbury, when
they lost be 1 to 3 to a much better team.
The R.E., Ashford, must have heard the result,
for they have challenged us for darts and
suggest the 28th May as a most suitable date.
Also, the branch has decided to do its best and
make a fresh start and kick off with a new
dart board. So by the time the InterBranch
Competitions start again our team may be able
to withstand the undue pressure applied by
Canterbury this year.
REMEMBRANCE
SUNDAY.—The
Annual
Remembrance Parade was discussed, the Secret
ary being instructed to enquire into the position
of transport, bus and rail, but they were late,
as an application had been made for a double
decker bus before the Government restrictions
were applied. I can now give the approximate
price of the bus fare as 2/ return. So book
your seats as soon as possible and don't forget
the ladies. And ladies, don't forget to see that
they have booked the seats for you.
SICK.—We regret to learn that Mr. J. Sims
has met with an accident and has to attend
hospital for treatment three times a week.

Mr. A. F. Tomsett has a recurrence of his old
trouble and is not getting on too well.
F.H.H.

London Branch
A meeting of the London Branch was held
at 7.30 p.m. on April 17th at the Prince Alfred,
Tufton Street, Westminster, S.W.I. Owing to
the absence, in hospital, of our Chairman,
Colonel Harry Fine, the Chair was taken by
ViceChairman Captain G. J. Emery.
We were pleased to have with us Major
Enright, Major Pearson, Captain Brittain,
Tony Mason, Captain H. Hopps and many
others too numerous to mention, especially the
boys of the very Old Brigade.
MINUTES.—The Minutes of the previous
meeting were read and signed. The Secretary
read a letter from Major H. G. James in which
he kindly invited one hundred members and
ladies of the London Branch to tea at the
County Hotel, Canterbury, on Remembrance
Sunday.
Major Enright read extracts from many
letters he had received that week from boys of
the Old Brigade in which they wished us a
pleasant evening and also expressed regret at
being unable to attend in consequence of age,
infirmity or distance. He also drew our attention
to the fact that we had with us Mr. Lancaster,
who was a member of the first committee the
London Branch formed.
PROPOSED VISIT TO MEDWAY BRANCH.—Mr.
Collins, Assistant Secretary, announced his
intention of trying to arrange a visit to the Med
way Branch on a Saturday afternoon in June
if convenient to them. He told us our proposed
and much hoped for visit to Folkestone was
off owing to the impossibility of hiring coaches
on a Sunday.
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS APPEAL.—Mr. Cobb rose
and said he thought the Annual Christmas
Appeal Letter should be sent out instead of
organising a raffle. Captain Emery said we
would have both and members, if they wished,
could support both.
MEMBERS PRESENT FOR FIRST TIME.—Sgt.
J. C. Annan (1st and 2nd Battalions) and
Sgt. Brown (1st Battalion) attended for the
first time and were welcomed into the branch
by the Chairman.
BUN PENNY COLLECTION.—£2 2s. Od. was
generously subscribed.

m
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Raffle.—A parcel of groceries presented by
Mrs. Gould and won by Mrs. Cousins added a
further 38/ to our funds. Two eggs raffled by
Mr. Collins brought 11/3 to the funds of the
darts section. They were won by R. W. Billings
but put up again and won by Mrs. D. E. Spinner.

There being no further business, the meeting
was closed and the ladies were invited to the
room. Mr. D. Jar vis (1st Battalion) entertained
us with two songs, and *'Darky" Warner with a
recitation..
Our Committee meeting was held at 7.30 p.m.
on April 14th at No. 8 Queen Anne's Gate,
S.W.I, with Captain G. J. Emery in the Chair.
Members present: F. Beard, W. S. Hawkins,
R. W. Billings, E. Tong, R. J. Collins and the
Secretary. VicePresident Major J. E. Enright
also attended.
MINUTES.—The Minutes were read and
signed. The Secretary readthe correspondence.

Mr. Billings read a letter from Captain Ernie
Carter and the Secretary was instructed to
reply on behalf of the branch.
DRAGONS.—It was proposed and seconded
by Mr. E. Tong and Mr. R. Billings that the
purchase of Dragons be further reduced in
consequence of the reduced demand at branch
meetings.

There being no further business, the meeting
closed with a hearty vote of thanks to the
Chairman.

N

HERE AND THERE

E. Skinner offered to arrange darts.matches
between the darts teams and teams from the
L.P.TB.
Joe Hawkins brought good wishes for a
pleasant evening from Joe Green on our meeting
night.
Jock Isard is out of hospital. He often
writes to Major Enright. Donkey Warren is
unable to attend meetings. He lives at Combe
Martin.
The Colonel of the Regiment, in a letter to
Major Enright, wished us a pleasant evening on
the 17th April, when so many NorthWest
Frontier, Chitral and South Africa veterans
were expected to be present.
Nobby Clarke is 79. Chippy Norton in the
Star and Garter Hospital is 69. J. Foot is in
hospital. Bob Knott at Dartford is not too
good on his pins., lie enlisted in 1889, so they
have walked a few miles with the Regiment.

Jock Clayton forgot the date on the 17th
April, thte third Saturday.
ummond, who lives at Westminster, is
to do well at cricket when we get going.
Molly Marshall would like to claim his old
seat in the bears' den, but his knees won't let
him.
Sgt. J. C. Annan, 1st and 2nd Battalions,
who became R.S.M. in the R.A.O.C. in the last
war, is now a member of the London Branch.
R. A Hussey, 5th Battalion, who lives at
38T WO dsworth Road, Penge, London, S.E.20,
owns a pixton motor lorry for which he would
like pe>rhiLanent contracts in the London area,
Wishes to be remembered to. his old friends
who wejre in Italy. Answers to the name of
"Scoopsj 'Would like to get letters from the
old boys of the Mortar Platoon or from anyone
else he knew.
E.C.W.G.

JA

LADIES' GUILD
MEETI[NG.—There was an excellent gathering

of meihijbers at the Prince Alfred Restaurant,
Tufton ptreet, S.W.I, on*May 1st last. Mrs. D.
E. Spinnler was in the Chair.
MINUITES.—The Minutes of the previous
meeting were read, approved and signed. No
questioikis arising.
CORRE:SPONDENCE.—Letters were received
from Mrrs. Sturt regetting her absence owing
to the illness of her husband; likewise Mrs.
Cissie Redman owing to the illness of her
mother Mrs. Carter also informed us that
Captain Carter was a little better. All present
wished these sick well and were pleased to hear
of Ca,ptain Carter's slight improvement. Other
regrets for absence were received from Mrs:
Enright , Mrs. Millman, Mrs, Billings and Mrs.
Collins
WELC:OME.—We were pleased to welcome as
new mlembers Mrs. Dixon, whose husband has
recently left the Colours, and her mother, Mrs.
Love.
CENOTAPH.—The Chairman gave out the
arrangements for the Cenotaph Parade on
June 19th.
SICKNESS.—In addition to those mentioned
above, the Chairman spoke of the illness of
Colonel H. Fine (Chairman of the London
Branch), who had undergone a serious operation
but was making progress.
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY.—Members were
pemindid of both the coach arrangements and
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Look what happens when
you end DRY SCALP!
Two pictures of the same
chap? Nonsense, she's not
dumb enough to believe
that I Just look at that
Dry Scalp on the left! An
untidy, lifeless head of
hair, if ever there was one.
There's dandruff showing
at the parting, and quite
a few bits on his tunic,
too. His scalp is certainly
short of natural oils.

" Yaseline

Yes, it's the same fellow
all right, but what a
different girl! He's lost
Dry Scalp and dandruff.
Thanks to 'Vaseline'
Brand Hair Tonic his
hair looks healthy, glossy,
and well dressed. Some
one's given him the tip—
a gentle massage with
'Vaseline' Hair Tonic
every day, using only a
little because a little goes
a long way.
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This burn was
well treated...
We are continually receiving letters from men
overseas and in the services at home pointing out
the virtues of GERMOLENE.
A Staff Sergeant in the C.M.F. tells how he used
GERMOLENE when he burnt his hand severely,
yet, thanks to GERMOLENE cc two days later I
was able to play the piano, yet prominent scars
dispel the theory that the accident might not have
been so serious as I estimated. A person concerned
in the same accident to a much lesser extent
preferred other treatment and still has dressings
on the affected part. It is fortunate that we are
able to buy GERMOLENE via the N.A.A.F.I.
on occasions."
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The Dressing that Ends Dry Scalp
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Ghcsebreugh Manufacturing Co. Ltd.
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the invitation to tea by Major H. G. James
and requested to give in their names.
RAFFLES.—Our thanks to Mrs. Kebbell for
presenting a doll which realised £1 4s. 6d.
Also to Mesdames Vaughan, Love and Taylor
for raffles which brought in £1 5s. 6d.
SOCIAL.—Mrs. Buxton rendered two songs
during the evening which were much
appreciated.
D.E.S.

Medway Branch
A very successful and full Annual Meeting
was held at our Headquarters, The Brickmaker's
Arms, Gillingham, on April 24th, 1948. As
usual, Mr. Cox was in the Chair, supported by
the ViceChairman, Hon. Treasurer, and the
Hon. Secretary, and about 35 members. Quite
a large gathering.
There was plenty of business to be dealt with,
mainly the election of officers and committee
for the coming year. When this item was dealt
with there wasn't much hesitation in returning
the whole lot en bloc, a sure indication of the
branch's appreciation and satisfaction in their
work of the previous year. So for another year
we have Mr. Cox (Chairman), Mr. Shilling
(ViceChairman), Mr. King Holt (Hon.
Treasurer), Mr. A. P. Peacock (Hon. Secretary)
and Mr. Daw, Mr. Wallis and Mr. Eldridge
(Sports and Entertainments Committee).
Quite a hum went round the room when the
Treasurer stood up to explain the balance sheet,
and he spoke as if he was a Chancellor of the
Exchequer delivering a Budget Speech. His
main point was that the branch is not too well
off, and that more funds must be forthcoming
from somewhere or the other.
Mr. Daw reported on our darts team's
activities over the last twelve months, and we
have won many more matches than we have
lost, although the night before I wrote these
notes we came a cropper at the Victory, Strood,
losing 4—1. We are now eagerly waiting to
know who our opponents will be in the semi
final of*the InterBranch Darts Tournament.
We were all very sorry that Trousers Sales
could not be present although he is now fit
again and back at work.
There are still plenty of seats left for our
Outing in September, but not many for the
visit to Canterbury on August 8th.
We are all delighted to hear that the London
Branch want to visit us again in July, and we
can be assured that a very happy and enjoyable
evening will result.

One new member was welcomed this month.
Mr. Shoebridge, who lives at Maidstone.
We have been invited to take a party to the
Royal Marine Police Social Club in Chatham
Dockyard on May 15th, for a Social Evening,
and we are looking forward to a pleasant
evening.
Mr. Daw informs me that you don't start
paying for drinks until 10.30 p.m., so that
should suit old Buffs.
ExDrummer Peacock wishes to thank all
members of London Branch who gave him such
a warm welcome at their last meeting. I think
that he and "Narchie" Field found quite a lot
to talk about.
All of Medway Branch send best wishes of
good luck to all Past and Present Buffs every
where.
A.P.P.

LADIES' GUILD
The monthly meeting held on Friday,
April 28th was wellattended. Mrs. King Holt
(Chairman) presided, business was carried out
and Mrs. Sellens read a letter from the Deal
Branch saying they were very sorry they
were unable to be with us owing to sickness.
We were all very disappointed and trust they
will be able to pay us a visit at some future date.
Acknowledgment from Canterbury for cheque
for £5 0s. Od. for Memorial Fund, being our
Easter gift. We are all looking forward to our
trip to Eastbourne on June 1st.
Some new members have been enrolled and
we are proposing a Bring and Buy Sale in
September. We look forward to a busy time.
Whist was enjoyed and Mrs. Valpy was
M.C. and the prizes were presented by Mrs.
Tanner. It was proposed that Mrs. Sellens
order two dozen new badges and we hope we
get them before June 1st.
Tea was served by the Committee and the
meeting closed after a very pleasant time.
M.S.

Ramsgate Branch
Many of my younger members are becoming
family men. May I through your valuable
columns congratulate and give the branch's
best wishes to their ladies—not forgetting the
"poor old father".
By the way, Major A. Taylor and Captain R.
Morgan have had happy family events in April.
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I hope their tour of duty will not coincide with
our meeting night !
It is nice to see Buffs in executive positions
in other Service organisations. Ted Hougham is
Chairman of the British Legion ; Captain H.
Knight is Secretary of the R.A. Association,
being both a Buff and a Gunner. We must not
forget our Chairman, who is a "Contemptible"
and on most social and sports committees in
this town.
We took the late invitation to go to the
Dedication of the R.N.O.C.A. Standard, and
fifteen members turned out for the parade with
in twentyfour hours' notice. Good show, and
I appreciate their interest. This sort of action
puts us on the map. Now for the meeting report.
The spirit of comradeship fostered as a result of two
World Wars, was much in evidence at the Monthly
Meeting of the Past and Present Association, The Buffs,
held at the Freemasons' Tavern, Ramsgate, on April 16th.
A large attendance of members was augmented for
the occasion by 26 members and their ladies from the
Sandwich Branch of the Association.
The Chairman, Mr. E. H. Swendell presided, and was
supported by Colonel W. Orwin, Major H. D. Rose,
Captain W. Barton, R.S.M. Jeffreys, Mr. F. Rogers,,
and Mr. B. E. Knott (Hon. Secretary).
The contingent from Sandwich were paying a visit
to play the Ramsgate Branch in the Association Dart
Competition, the rest of the members being entertained
to a social evening given in their honour.
The Chairman welcomed Mr. Beeching, who was in
charge of the Sandwich Branch, and wished them a
happy evening and jocularly remarked that he hoped
the best dart team would win. Mr. Swendell knew there
were some "dark horses" amongst the Sandwich Branch,
as he knew they had previously beaten Margate.
The Chairman expressed the Branch's sympathy to
Captain E. Carter, Messrs. L. Hoyle, Hammon and
Bing, who, owing to accident or illness were unable to
attend that evening. He trusted their progress would
be rapid, and looked forward to their attendance in the
near future.
Letters of apology for absence were received from
Majors A. J. and N. G. Taylor, Captain R. Morgan,
Captain K. F. Speakman and Lieut. F. Neville.
Making the meeting business brief Mr. Swendell
vacated the Chair to Mr. B. Kemp of the Social Com
mittee, who, with the joint assistance of Mr. E. Castle,
carried on the entertainment for the members who
were not participating in the dart match.
Each dart team of six members and .scorer—Ramsgate
team captained by Mr. Costin and Sandwich captained
by Mr. Coyler—adjourned to another room to play the
competition match. The result of this game was a win
for Sandwich, by three legs to two.
In the match between the two captains for the
"gallon", Sandwich was again successful.
The social in the upper room proved a big success ;
Mr. F. Rogers was the pianist, and Mrs. M. Sweeting
soloist, and they were assisted with musical items by
Jocal talent.

Refreshments were supplied by Messrs. F. Stone,
H. Wood and Buff Host, Dick Atkins.
At the conclusion of the evening, Mr. Castle thanked
the Sandwich Branch for their visit and remarked that
everyone appeared to have thoroughly enjoyed both the
social and the games. Mr. Beeching, of Sandwich,
responded, and stated the Sandwich Branch reciprocated
the remarks of Mr. Castle.
The Hon. Secretary, Mr. Knott, also congratulated
Sandwich on the Branch's progress in the Competition,
and said he hoped that members of the Ramsgate
Branch would pay Sandwich a visit in the near future
and perhaps beat them. They had the best wishes of
the Ramsgate Branch in their effort to win the
Competition.
The victorious team left for Sandwich to cheers from
the Ramsgate members.
B.E.K.

Canterbury Branch
Since our notes of last month, a hectic time
has been spent playing dart matches and bat
and trap. A small account of the matches is
given.
On April 10th a dart match was played at
the Hope Inn, Hythe. A full bus load of mem
bers and wives attended. The branch went down
fighting to a far superior team, losing 9—2,
but in spite of defeat everybody remained full
of hope. Mr. Down (Secretary of the Hythe
Branch, and Tim Blissett (whom many older
ones know) looked in to give their support.
April 12th found us at home to the Ashford
Branch in the second round of the InterGroup
Competition. Although Ashford made a good
start by winning the first leg, Canterbury
succeeded in capturing the next two. The
spotlight of the game was provided by Gill,
who finished in true championship style on
Double One despite some barracking by his
wife. This was a most enjoyable evening and
all were sorry when the time for departure
arrived. It was nice to see three old 1st Battalion
Buffs with the Ashford Branch—Joe (Waxy)
Blake, exmember Sergeants' Mess ; Mr. Miles,
onetime clerk to our Branch Secretary, ex"C"
Company; and Mr. Marsh, exBandsman or
Drummer (?).
April 24th saw a full mixed bus load on its
way to the Dover Castle, Teynham, for a
friendly game of darts and social evening.
This was a great success, thanks to the organ
ization of Mr. Alf Wigg, a member of the
Association living at Teynham. The locals
proved too good for us, winning 6—3. After
darts a big surprise was sprung upon us by our
Sports Secretary, who got up and gave the
opening song. He did well, and now all the
nightingales in Teynham (feathered) have
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decided to go on strike, as all Teynham were
outside listening to him and not them. Mr. S.
Wood entertained all with his wonderful singing
and one could almost hear the proverbial pin
drop during his turn. Teynham, too, pulled
some good vocalists out of the hat and at
10.30 p.m. nobody wanted to leave, but having
promised a return, we got on our way.
BAT AND TRAP.—The fixtures for the League
and Cups have at long last appeared and the
game is on everybody's mind. In fact one
member was heard to remark (not having seen
the game before) : "Why, you can't even defend
yourself". Perhaps he thought the ball was
thrown at the batsman, and being a bit rotund
could not get out of the way quick enough
when he started playing. Now he wants a
bigger bat and smaller trap. Anything within
reason, F.P.
Our first
match was played against the
British Legion "A" team, who won 2—1 after
a very close game.
Our second match was against the British
Legion "B" team in the Skam Cup. The branch
won two straight legs.
MONTHLY MEETING.—This was held on May
7th, and although the attendance was smaller
than usual, a good deal of business was enacted.
Apologies were made by the Secretary for the
absence of Major Parratt and Major Peareth.
INDIVIDUAL DARTS COMPETITION.—Starting
early, the rounds were played off and it was
decided to play the final that evening. The two
finalists (Mr. H. Hogben, Jun., and Mr. J.
Sharp) started off in good style, the latter win
ning the first two legs. Mr. Hogben then really
got down to it and got the next three legs.
These he deserved, for his throwing was deadly
and the result was well merited. Most members
were amaz.ed (but not this scribe) that the
Secretary ever got into the final, but what the
Secretary cannot understand is why some
"Champs" could not survive the first round.
Was it nerves with some or worry over rabbits
with others ?
ANNUAL DINNER.—This is being held on
May 15th and 61 have stated their intention of
being present.
In concluding these notes, I would like, on
behalf of the Branch Club, to congratulate Mr.
S. Franks on being a member of the winning
darts teams in the George Beer Cup and
Hospital Cup. Good luck, Sonny, from all
members.
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Folkestone Branch
The May meeting was held at the Club on
Tuesday the 11th. Lieut.Colonel C. E. Wilson,
Branch Chairman, presided, and was supported
by the ViceChairman, other officers and about
15 members.
The Minutes of the April meeting were read
and correspondence arising from them was
discussed at some length. On the question of
the Folkestone ExServicemen's Organisation
and their proposal for obtaining premises for a
Club to be jointly used by all local exService
men's organisations, etc., it was decided that,
whilst we are willing to support the project as
regards taking part in parades and similar
functions, we cannot give them any financial
support for obtaining the proposed Club
premises.
Members of the Past and Present Association
could, of course, join the proposed ExService
men's Club, but that would be a matter for the
individual.
We ourselves are in the very fortunate
position of being able to hold our meetings at
The Buffs Club, with the use of an exceedingly
comfortable room, together with a fully
licensed bar and a very obliging Steward—
"Cloggy" to you.
The thanks of all of us are due to The Buffs
Club Committee for the facilities offered to us
in these respects.
Whilst on this subject, it seems to us a great
pity that more exBuffs do not join the Past
and Present and Buffs Club and enjoy all the
benefits therefrom. We think that all our mem
bers must do some missionary work.
One coach has been booked for the Annual
Memorial Service at Canterbury on Sunday,
August 8th. Members who are desirous of
attending the Parade and Service, please con
tact the acting Hon. Secretary.
It is pleasing to report that Fred Salter, one
of the Club stalwarts and Committee men, is
making good progress towards recovery from
his recent serious operation at the Royal
Victoria Hospital. Good luck, Fred !
We are awaiting news of the London Branch
proposed visit to Folkestone.
T.L.H.
Since the above notes were written, we learn
with great regret that Dicky Waddup, our new
Hon. Secretary, passed away on Friday, May
14th. The sympathy of the branch is extended
to his family in their bereavement,
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Brighton Branch
Instead of the ordinary meeting, a Smoking
Concert was held at Churchill House at 7.30 p.m.
on Monday, May 3rd, 1948. Present: Messrs.
Straker, Dray, Carr, Kinsey, Nye, Ford,
Jackman, Brown, Halyter, Northeast, Antrobus,
Chapman and Milton.
Eight artistes were kindly produced by Mr.
Ford and some twenty guests and the members
enjoyed a pleasant evening. Numbers present
were really disappointing and was not a great
encouragement to Mr. Ford, who had gone to
great trouble to get artistes to come and give the
show.
Letters of regret for absence were received
from most members, but eleven did not even
trouble to return the printed form, So that
catering arrangements could be made.
Mr. Molkenthin (exTailor Corporal, 2nd
Battalion) from Worthing was given a welcome.
He is really our first visitor from the London
Branch.
Our new member is Mr. Turner, late 7th
Battalion, the driver of the 8.16 from Uckfield.
Dragons sold—17 (8/6).
The next meeting is on Monday, June 7th
at 7.30 p.m., when all names must be handed in
for the trip to Canterbury on August 8th.
Fine Feathers—continued from p. 120.

on the Boys of the Old Brigade. How sloppy
they appear ! and in many cases slovenly to the
eye of those who used to apparel themselves
in the gay uniforms that I have mentioned.
However much one may regret their passing,
there is little doubt that they have gone for
good, and we shall have to be content to see
His Majesty's Household Troops reflect the
departed glories with their breast plates and
bearskins, which will always bring a catch to
the throat as they proudly pass ^ in Royal
processions, a colourful echo of the "Good Old
Days".
J.C.

Regimental Committee Meeting
MINUTES of the 140th Meeting of the Regimental
Committee, The Buffs, held at Canterbury on Saturday,
May 1st, 1948.

Present :

Lieut.Colonel G. R. Howe (Chairman).
Lieut.Colpnel J. F. Connolly, D.S.O. (ViceChairman).
Brigadier J. F. Whitacre Allen, M.C.
Colonel D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D.

Lieut.Colonel G. E. F. Oliver, D.S.O.
Captain C. Bossom.
Major A. J. Peareth (Hon. Secretary).
188. The Minutes of the 139th Meeting were read and
Confirmed.

REUNION CLUB.—The Committee
recommend the formation of a Buffs Officers
Reunion Club with an annual subscription of
2/6 to cover the cost of printing and postage,
such subscriptions to be paid on May 1st.

189.' OFFICERS'

The qualifications to become a member is that an
officer must have held a Regular, Regular Army
Reserve, Supplementary Reserve, Territorial
Army Reserve or Emergency Commission or to
have served in the ranks of the Buffs before
being commissioned into another unit or corps.
Officers of the R.A.M.C., R.E.M.E. and R.A.
Chaplains' Department, who have been attached
to the Regiment for a period of at least six
months to be eligible as honorary members.
190. BOOK OF LIFE, 193945.—Minute 179 was again

discussed and it was recommended that no
alteration be made to the Minute with the
exception that a page of the Supplementary
book be turned daily.
CRICKET WEEK
CLUB. — The
following recommendations are made :—

191. CANTERBURY

(a) That the qualification for membership be
the same as for*1947.
(b) Catering.—That the NAAFI be approached
to undertake the catering, prices not to
exceed the following :—
6/ per head.
i. Sit down lunch
3/6 per head.
ii. Buffet lunch
2/6 per head.
iii. Tea ...
(c) General Arrangements.—The issue of tea
and enclosure tickets to members and
the purchase of extra tickets as required
to be the same as for last year.
RECORDS, 19191948.—The Hon.
Secretary reported that Colonel C. R. B. Knight
had accepted the offer to write these records.

192. HISTORICAL

CHRISTMAS CARD.—.Lieut.Colonel
G. R. Howe reported that he had been in touch
with Gale and Polden, Ltd., who had only two
plates to offer. It was resolved that he be
asked to pursue the matter further with a view
to having an annual card based on the uniformed
figures made by Mr. E.'V. Howell.

193. REGIMENTAL

194. FREEDOM OF CITY OF CANTERBURY.—The Hon.

Secretary reported that the Freedom of the
City had been offered to the Regiment and
accepted by the Colonel of the Regiment.
Arrangements are in progress for the ceremony
to be held at the New Infantry Barracks prior
to the Service of Remembrance on August 8th,
1948.

195. NEXT MEETING.—Saturday, July 31st, 1948, in
the Committee Room, Regimental Headquarters.
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Warrant Officers and Sergeants, 2nd Battalion
Dover, 1903
Back Row (left to right).—Sgts. Cantwell, Marchant, Izzard, Neely, Jeffery, George, Brady, Tapsell.
Second Row (left to right).—Sgts. Bazely, Dines, Kelly, Price, James, Strike, Andrews, Johnson.
Third Row (left to right).—Sgts. Dray, Reed, Pearson, Ingram, Bowles, Perry, Twort, Port, Dixon, Baing, Catchpole,
Chambers.
Fourth Row (left to right).—Sgts. Merchant, R. Dillon, C/Sgts. Lin wood, Grover, Kesley, Cornwall, Berryman,
Sgts. Hall, C/Sgt. Rylott, Sgts. Horn, Earl, Hurst.
Fifth Row (left to right)Sgt. Ralph, D.M. j . Port, C/Sgt. Birrell, R.S.M. Barton, Captain Mairis, Colonel Backhouse,
Lieut, and Q.M. Stainforth, B.M. Hewitt, R.Q.M.S. Foster, O.R.Q.M.S. Smith, Sgt. J. M. Baker.
Front Row (left to right).—Sgts. Gardner, Coveney, Dillon, Walsh, Johncock, Philpott.

Regimental Gazette—continued from page 111.

(ex Ind. Army) Emerg. Commn. to be 2nd Lt.,
13th January, 1948, with seniority, 28th
December, 1945, and is granted the actg. rank
of Lt., 13th January, 1948.
SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE
OF FRIDAY, 23RD APRIL, 1948, DATED TUESDAY,
27TH APRIL, 1948.
REGULAR ARMY
THE BUFFS.—Lt.Col. E. H. Allen (8453),
having exceeded the age limit for retirement is
placed on ret. pay, 27th April, 1948.
Lt. G. Hadshar (348141) to be Capt., 27th
April, 1948.
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF
FRIDAY, 30TH APRIL, 1948, DATED TUESDAY,
4TH MAY, 1948
REGULAR ARMY

THE BUFFS.—Lt. J. F. May (130706) to be
Capt., 28th December, 1946, with seniority,
17th July, 1944 (Substituted for the notifn.
in Gazette (Supplement), dated 28th January,
1947).
Lt. R. F. Crichton (113741) to be Capt., 30th
November, 1946, with seniority, 18th February,
1946 (Substituted for the notifn. in Gazette
(Supplement) dated 31st December, 1946).
Lt. (War Subs. Capt.) B. McGrath, M.C.
(172111) to be Capt., 31st August, 1946, with
seniority 15th April, 1946 (Substituted for
the notifn. in Gazette (Supplement) dated 4th
October, 1946).
REGULAR ARMY
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. B. A. Breining (383187)
relinquishes his commn., 28th April, 1948, and
is granted the; hon. rank of 2nd Lt.
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Beneath Bell Harry.
N opening last
month's Dragon, it
was with consternation
| that we noticed that
no notes were pub
lished for the P.T.C.
and Depot. It was
lamentable, as we had
prepared a bumper
crop of notes in honour
of the disbandment of
the P.T.C. and the
reorganisation of the
Depot. The Editor in
forms us that the notes
never reached his office
and the Adjutant swears that they were
despatched from the Orderly Room. So
reluctantly we presume that the Orderly
absconded with the priceless M.S. and yet
another masterpiece has been lost to the
world. Perhaps now that the offices of The
Dragon are next door to the Orderly Room, we
may hope that this will not occur again.
y/\

A

It was all the more lamentable as our only
socalled educated writer and erstwhile scribe
had been prevailed upon after much blackmail
and bribery to write the notes before retiring
on three months' leave prior to beginning his
A.L.O. course. So, owing to the pressure of
work of the present Commander, Adjutant,
manager and jack of all trades, especially
catering at the Depot, Clive Bossom, and as a
final gesture of willingness we have been
persuaded to contribute these notes in the
hope that they may be of interest to some
and with apologies to Major Tuke for the
inadequacy of their literary talent.
These last months have been sad ones for
the P.T.C., which finally disbanded on April
21st, and all the permanent staff have dispersed
to the four corners of the Empire. It was with
great regret that we bade them goodbye and
good luck for the future. Our short life as a
P.T.C. has been an enjoyable and, we like to
think, successful one. We are indebted to the
permanent staff, who have carried out their
often onerous duties with complete success.
We wish them all the very best of luck and
thank them for what they have done.
We have finally said goodbye to Lieut.
Colonel John Connolly when he officially came
over for the last day of the Wye Races. He is
off to command the 1 Division Battle School,
which we understand is moving to Bengazi,

and seems pleased at the idea of going to Libya
and will hear nothing against the Western
Desert.
On April 22nd the New Depot and Regi
mental H.Q. of The Buffs formed and moved
up to the New Infantry Battacks, where they
are now comfortably ensconced. The new
establishment and role of the Depot has
already been published elsewhere, so suffice
it to say that the fort is at present being held
together by Clive Bossom, George Ricketts
and our retired officer, John Taylor.
The Past and Present offices and offices of

The Dragon have moved up to the Guard Room

Building and we hope we will soon see again
the familiar back view of our gallant Editor
bending over the roses in the Officers' Mess
garden.
During the Army Golf Meeting at Royal
St. George's we were very pleased to see a
large number of the Past and Present Buffs,
and to put up Slick Scott and Raymond Grace
in the Officers' Mess. They were both in great
form and had come from Germany for the
meeting.
Ernest Edlmann, who is coming to com
mand the Depot on the completion of his course
at Frennington in midJune, paid us a visit
of a few days at the end of April. He will be
moving into married quarters at the Depot
when he can finally drag himself away from
Devon.
On May 1st the Regimental Committee
descended upon the Depot and settled the
arrangements for the Summer. During Canter
bury Week there will be the usual tent on the
ground, and by way of an experiment, the
N.A.A.F.I, have been asked to do the catering.
We have every reason to believe that the food
will be bigger and better than before. Rumour
has it—there will be a very wellstocked bar
on the ground.
On August 8th (Remembrance Sunday),
the Mayor of Canterbury will present to the
Regiment the Freedom of the City. The
Ceremony will take place at the New Infantry
Barracks before the Remembrance Service.
Before closing these notes, we must report
the curtailment of one of the most important
functions of the Depot. We are unable, owing
to shortage of manpower, to continue the daily
ceremony of turning the page of the Book of
Life. We now do this every Monday and on the
remaining days of the week the page is turned
by one of the vergers.

THE

4th Battalion.
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'"THE month of May has
ushered in a new burst
of activity to Battalion
H.Q., the Colonel keenly
studying form and the
Adjutant
either
away
playing cricket or discussing
the subject on the 'phone
with
the
Bde.
Major
(Richard Ravenhill). Tom
Burt is also active in his
garden and rumour has it
that he intends to spring a
big surprise on the Canter
bury Gardeners' Association
when they hold their annual
show at the Drill Hall this year.
We congratulate Frank Neville on passing the
final examination of the Law SQciety and also
Henry Hannah, who successfully passed the
intermediate examination of the same society.
Both heard their results on the same night
(Friday, April 16th), which coincided with the
Officers' Monthly Dining In Night, and the
successes were appropriately celebrated. The
next Dining In Night will be on the 4th of June
and will be our first guest night since we
reformed.
During the weekend 22nd24th April, the
C.O., 2nd i/c, Adjutant and Company Com
maders attended a most enjoyable and in
structive Brigade T.E.W.T. in the Crowborough
area. Those who know this part of Sussex will
appreciate what a beautiful part it is and
fortunately the weather was perfect.
We welcome to the battalion John Prestige,
who successfully passed his Selection Board
last month. John has now started his business
career in the family firm, but will manage to
come down from London to carry out his
necessary training periods. Another new arrival
to the battalion as a Permanent Staff Instructor
is Sgt. Sherman, who has joined us from the
P.T.C.
*
Now that the P.T.C. has closed down, we hope
to move up to the New Barracks and share the
accommodation there* with the Depot. Nothing
has been definitely allotted to us yet, but the
C.O. met the Divisional Commander there on
the spot on the 13th of May to discuss the
matter.
We regard to recruiting, our numbers are
increasing slowly but surely. "A" Company,
which covers Ramsgate and Margate, and "D"
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Company at Folkestone, have the largest
numbers. We are particularly anxious to wel
come into the battalion exmembers of the
Regiment who served during the late war
and we would ask anyone who is interested to
go along to his nearest Buff Drill Hall or write
to the Adjutant, c/o The Drill Hall, St. Peter's
Lane, Canterbury (Tel. : Canterbury 3840)
direct.
,
H.Q. Company
Once again it is time for notes and H.Q. is lacking
in news.
So let us start with sending out our congratulations
to Pte. Ginger Lewis, who has now got his final approval
into the T.A. and hope that he will be as well liked in
this Battalion as we know he was in his regular Battalion.
We also send out a welcome to Sgt. Lofty Sherman,
who is to take over P.S.I, of H.Q. Company from Sgt.
Olver, who is shortly leaving us, and hope that he will
enjoy the stay he will spend with the Unit.
Although only a few members turned up for the shoot
on Sunday morning, it turned out to be a very fine
day, and under the M.T.O. I think it was enjoyed by all.

"A" Company
At the invitation of the Mayor, the Company attended
a meeting of the Margate Council, which was a novel
experience for most of us. We had not realised how
much work is being done by our elected representatives
at these meetings, and it was noticeable that a great
deal more must be done in the various committees of
those whose work the public hears little. With our
minds duly improved We were afterwards regaled by the
Mayoress with coffee and cakes.
On 7th April the Company entertained the Margate
Branch of the Past and Present Association at the
Margate Drill Hall. In the shooting match our Company
Commander this time remembered that he was on our
side and redeemed himself with a brilliant score.
We were hoping to recruit a glamourous A.T.S.
blonde to fill the vacancy in the establishment for a
Company Clerk, but as C.S.M. Excell's typing speed
has greatly accelerated, this will no longer be necessary.
He now uses two fingers instead of one, so there should
be no more complaints from Battalion H.Q. that returns
are not submitted on time.
Although our last appeal for a piano did not fall on
deaf ears, we have not yet succeeded in obtaining one.
If any formation about to disband has one left on its
hands we shall be very glad to relieve them of it.
We congratulate Lieut. Frank Neville on getting
through the Law Society's Finals at the first effort the
other day. The date happened to coincide with the
Second Officers' Dining In Night at Canterbury. We
wondered if he would need another solicitor to defend
him afterwards !

"D" Company
Since our last notes were published, the Company
has welcomed new members, Messrs. Mace, Pearce and
Sinclair and we are sorry to say goodbye to Pte. A.
Smith, one of our oldest members.
With the daylight lengthening, which will be a welcome
change after the enforced limitations of winfer training,
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we are hoping to turn our attention to tactics and
fieldcraft.
Recruiting publicity is going well, with the kind
cooperation of the Gas Co. here, who allowed us half
of their big showroom window for a window display.
We also toured the town with a Bren Carrier (from "S"
Company) and a broadcasting van, and are waiting
hopefully for the results.
From the angle of the social side, we have just held
another dance in conjunction with the Cadets. Not
such a shining success as its predecessors, but we hope
to improve our publicity for the next show. Incidentally,
we would welcome the attendance of any old or serving
Buff in the neighbourhood when our dances are held.
Always at the Drill Hall, they are on the last Saturday
in every month and there is a very good bar.
4 *S *  Company
We must open by congratulating L/Cpl. Denver
Fedder, D.S.M., on his promotion and on successfully
passing his Carrier Driving Test.
The Company Commander and C.S.M. Johnson can
now be seen almost any Tuesday or Thursday struggling
to master the intricacies of the carrier in order that they
may make an attempt at the test themselves.
A note to Carrier drivers in general, it should be
borne in mind that the carrier can not be taken into
cinemas. This slight detail appears to have slipped the
mind of a member of this Company recently, and he
was very nearly inside the building before he remembered.
C.S.M. Johnson, in addition to performing on the
carrier, puts up a most creditable show on the 15cwt.
The high spot of his act was to get stranded one evening
on the Cranbrook Road, eventually finding his way
back to Ashford and home at 6 a.m. the following
morning, having spent the night disconnecting petrol
pipes, blowing through them, reassembling, dashing
round and climbing back into the cab, starting up,
driving a few hundred yards and then starting the
whole thing over again. Surely a lesson to all in patience.
We welcome into our midst Pte Fedder, who although
more used to a rolling deck, will soon settle down on a
carrier we feel sure. With his entry into the Platoon,
it becomes very much a family affair, but we all trust
that it will not remain this way for long.

9th BN. PARATROOP REGT.
(continued from April issue)

On 1st October, however, the battalion moved
once more, this time to the coast just North of
Acre. Here security once more dominated other
activities. Battalion responsibilities included
coast watching to prevent illegal Jewish
immigration from the sea, maintenance of order
in Acre town, and security generally in the
Acre Subdistrict.
Shortage of men became a prominent factor
at this stage owing to the rate of release, 20
officers and nearly 500 men leaving the unit
between September and the New Year. Sp.
Company was reduced to a Sp. Platoon, which
was incorporated in H.Q. Company. In spite
of this there was continual diffculty in finding

enough men to fulfill all the commitments
allotted to rifle companies.
There were comparatively few incidents in the
area during October, November and December.
Although illegal immigrant ships managed to
beach undetected on two occasions, none made
the attempt in the battalion sector. "B"
Company under Major P. M. Lawson had two
voyages to Cyprus, escorting Jews to the
detention camps there. All companies in turn
were involved in Acre, where the announcement
of the decision to partition Palestine provoked
riots in the gaol. Owing to the disaffection of
Arab warders, attempts to escape occurred with
regularity, and in order to prevent this, troops
were posted within the prison perimeter.
On 16th December the battalion moved yet
again. This time the move was to At Tira, just
South of Haifa, with one company providing
guards for the cantonment area on Mount
Carmel. Christmas was spent thus. Many
troops unfortunately were on duty on Christmas
Day, some doing guards in Haifa docks, where
ammunition was being shipped to Greece.
The battalion had two very full years in
Palestine and troops took part in a great
variety of operations. They were involved in
searches in modern Tel Aviv and the Old City
of Jerusalem. They patrolled the railways to
prevent sabotage, and patrolled the beaches
to prevent illegal immigration. They escorted
Jews to Cyprus, and guarded Arabs in Acre
Gaol. There were screening operations and
curfews to be enforced as well as the endless
number of guards, escorts, patrols, road checks
and other routine duties.
At the same time, the battalion carried out
training, parachute jumping, and took part in
all sporting and athletic events with a high
measure of success. And throughout these two
years there were the familiar and everpresent
problems created both by Release, Liap, Python
and the arrival of untrained and inexperienced
drafts. The success with which all these tasks
were carried out in spite of the difficulties is
just one more tribute to the qualities of the
British soldier.
And so ended 1947 and the independent
career of the 9th Battalion. On 6th January,
the 8th Battalion arrived from Afula, and that
afternoon a brief amalgamation ceremony took
place. A guard of honour from each battalion
saluted the flags of the 8th and 9th Battalions
as they were lowered for the last time. The two
guards were then formed into one, and presented
arms as the flag of the 8/9th Battalion The
Parachute Regiment was unfurled.
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23/12/47
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Regular and Militia Battalions.
Uniform—Scarlet. Facings—Buff.
Cadre 1sf Battalion (3rd Foot)—Canterbury. 2nd Battalion (3rd Fool)—S.E.A.L.F.
3rd Battalion (East Kent Militia)—Canterbury

4th Battalion (Canterbury).
5th Battahon (In abeyance).
Name

Territorial Army Battalions.
Hon. Colonel m Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D. ... 1/8/46
Hon. Colonel ... Col. E. B. Burns, T.D., D.L. ... 5/12/45
Name

Unit or Appointment

§Rice, N. D
fHall, E. F., M.C. .*.
Boucher, V., C.B.E....
Nicholson, L G., C.B.E.

T/Brig., Staff, Overseas.
T/Col., Leave pending retirement.
T/Brig., War Office.
T/Col.
MAJORS.

Rose, A.J. D., O.B.E.
King, J. E., D.S.O
Knocker, H. S.
Coates, D. C.
Airy, E. A
Bruce, E. P. C., M.C.
LyndenBell, P. T. G.
Dewar, M. P. D., M.B.E. ...
Parry, F. W. B
Spear, T. H., O.B.E.
Parry, R. F., M.C. ...
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O. ...
Williams, H. P
Connolly, J. F., D.S.O.
Craig, B. H. ...
Reeves, N. R.
Tuff, C. R
Jelf, A. G
Craddock, R. W., D.S.O.,
M.B.E
Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E.
Grace, H. R
Scott, E. S., M.B.E.
Harris St. John, B. J.
Lewis, P. J. ...
Bailey, N. T.
Edlmann E. L C., M.C. ...
Edmeades, R. W. ...
Rawlings, A. C
Horley, B. M.

T/Col., Staff, Overseas.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, U.K.
T/Lt.Col., H.Q. Malaya Command.
Polish Resettlement Corps.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, U.K.
T/Lt.Col.
Staff Overseas.
T/Lt.Col., Leave.
T/Lt.Col., 2nd Bn.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas.
T/Lt.Col., War Office.
T/Lt.Col., 4th Bn.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas.
T/Lt.Col. M.E.L.F.
2nd Bn
Leave pending retirement.
T/Lt.Col., War Office.
Staff, Overseas.
T/Lt.Col., War Office.
2nd Bn.
Staff, Overseas.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas.
2nd Bn.
H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
2nd Bn.
Depot.
Mil. Mission Greece.
Staff, Palestine.
B.A.O.R.
CAPTAINS.

Ravenhill, 11. A. C....
Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E.
Dendy, R. H.
Lucas, J. P. ...
Norris, N. F. H. C. ...
Majendie, A. E.
Harhord, K. P. G. ...
Blaxland. W. G.
Gay, A. W
Bossom, C. ...
Montgomery, D.
|
Supernumerary.

T/Maj., Staff, U.K.
T/Maj., 2nd Bn.
T/Maj.,.Staff, Overseas.
T/Maj., H.C. Bde. T. Bn.
T/Maj., Staff, Overseas.
T/Maj., 2nd Bn.
Staff, U.K.
T/Maj., 2nd Bn.
K.A.R. Mauritius
Depot.
T/Maj., Staff, U.K.

Oliver, G. E, F., D.S.O.

Butcher, D. A. T.
Gurney, A. H.
Tilleard, J.

Lindley, P. A. N. ...
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
Poulsen, N. D.
Cox, E. G., M.C. ...
Collins, H. A.
Critchley, L> P
McGrath, B., M.C. ...
Critchton, R. F.
May, T. F
Worts, J. B., M.C. ...
Semmence, R. G. H.

... Staff, Overseas.
... 2nd Bn.
... Language Course, China.
... 4th Bn.
... T/Maj., Staff, U.K.
... H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
... T/Maj., Student, Staff College, Camberley
... T/Maj., Student, Staff College, Camberley

Dunglinson, W. G. H.
Barrett, D. P. R.
McDonald, E W. ...
Marshall, F
Harley, D. B.

... H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
... H.C. Bde,. T. Bn. Cadre, 1st. Bn.
... T/Capt., 2/1 Gurkha Rifles, Abbottabad
... T/Capt., B.M.M., Greece.
... T/Capt., Indian Military Academy,
Dehra Dun.

... Staff, Overseas.
... T/Maj. Tochi Scouts,
Miranshah
Pakistan.
Court, D. N
H:C. Bde., T. Bn.
GordonWilson, N. F., M.B.E. 2nd Bn.
Nash, J. P. ...
...
... Staff, Overseas,
ffrench Blake, M. A. O'B. ... H.C. Bde. T. Bn. Cadre, 1st Bn.
Hadshar, R. G
T/Capt., War Office.
Iliffe, R. O. ..
H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
LIEUTENANTS.

Dent, J. E
Dubois, G. E.
Peckham, A. D.
Johnson, T. S.
...
Squire, S. J
Thornevcroft, F. E....
WilsonP. F.
Hamilton, C. M.
Willows, D. A.
Gatehouse, H. R.
Brigstocke, W. F. ...
Phillips, L M.
Howe, L G. ...
Griffin, C. T
Hurst, A. j. B.
Webber, J. W.
Pim, A. H. E.

... T/Maj., H.Q. Malaya Command.
... 2nd Bn. .Leave.
... Staff, Overseas.
... H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
... Staff, Overseas.
... T./Capt., Staff, Overseas.
... 2nd Bn.
... A. F. Depot, Aldershot
... H.C. T. Bn. Cadre, 1st. Bn.
... 2nd. Bn.
... W.S./Lt., Malaya.
... W.S./Lt., Basic O.C.T.U., U.K.
2ND LIEUTENANTS.
... T./Capt., attached Wiltshire Regiment.
W.S./Lt., Leave.
... W.S./Lt. 2nd Bn.
QUARTERMASTERS.

Martin, H. J., M.B.E.
Ricketts, G. A.
Williams, L J.

!!! Maj. (Q.M.), Depot
... T/Maj. (Q.M.), 2nd Bn.

4th Battalion.

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL.

Hews, G. R. D., M.C.
Proctor, G. A. H., M.C.
Tavlor, N. G. N.

Unit or Appointment
CAPTAINS—continued

LIEUTENANTCOLONELS.

MAJORS.

CAPTAINS.

Eames, A. G.
Gore, R. E.
Hannah, W. H.
Hopton, I. J.
Neville, F. G., M.C.
Parslow, L J.
Price, W. J. J.
French, B. G. J.

LIEUTENANTS.

Cox, Captain E. G., M.C.
... Adjutant
Burt, Major T., M.B.E.
Quartermaster
Hamerton, Major J. R. (R.A.M.C.). Medical Officer
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Personalia.
VV/E congratulate MajorGeneral Sir Reginald

W George Stanham, R.A.P.C., on his pro
motion to Knight Commander in the Most
Honourable Order of the Bath.
Those who have served in the 2nd Battalion
in Singapore from 1911 to 1913 will note with
pleasure the conferring of the Honour of
Knighthood upon Sir Roland St. John Braddell
for public services in Malaya.
A suitable home for aged and infirm displaced
persons who have no hope of ever returning to
their native lands or being resettled overseas,
was opened by General Fanshawe, Director,
I.R.O. Zone, on June 5th. It bears the name
"The Adrian Marshall Home", a fitting tribute
to the memory of the late Brigadier F. A. J. E.
Marshall.
Amongst those who have recently arrived
home are Lieut.Colonel M. P. D. Dewar,
Captain H. B. Shorter and Lieut. J. W. Webber.

Major A. A. West is selling Benenden Place,
near Cranbrook and has purchased West Endj
Lodge, Folkestone, where he and his family
hope to take up residence in late August or
early September next.
During the month we received a visit from
the Rev. Sargent, now retired and living at
Manchester. He was Chaplain to 85 Brigade,
on the Struma in Macedonia in the First World
War and well known to the 2nd Battalion.
Retiring first in 1935 he was recalled to Army
duty and served throughout the last war in
India, Mesopotamia, Burma and South Africa.
Enlisting in the cavalry at Canterbury at the
age of 16 years he first saw service in the
Matabele Campaign and later in 1902 took
part in the South African War. It must be a
rarity for a padre to be in possession of twelve
war medals, with nine clasps, as he has.
Julia, a novel written by H. C. F. Harwood,
is due for production on June 25th. The
publishers are Home and Van Thai.

We congratulate Major D. C. Coates on being
awarded King Christian X's Liberty Medal,
with citation, in consideration of valuable
service rendered by him to Denmark during
the war.

We congratulate Lieuts. Brigstocke and
StratfordTuke on winning the Command Unit
Shooting Competition at Hong Kong. They
have been selected to represent the Army
against the Royal Navy and Royal Air Force
in the InterServices Shoot.

Major P. Dare has recently retired having
completed 44 years' service. We *wish him and
Mrs, Dare the best of luck for the future.

Lieut. D. B. Harley has been posted to the
2nd Battalion, The Queen's Royal Regiment,
B.A.O.R.

130

THE DRAGON

AT flie time of going to press sixtyfive
pffitefa have announced their intention to
attend the Dragon Club Dinner on June 30th.

The address of the Secretary, Past and
Present Association, and Editor, "The
Dragon", is Depot The Buffs, Canterbury.
Telephone, Canterbury 4461, Ext. 5. Will
readers please note that any other former
address is out of date.

I only saw him occasionally after I left to
join the 1st Battalion in October, 1897, but at
Kilkenny he was an example of smartness and
efficiency on duty and a charming companion
in the Mess ; a typical Captain of The Buffs—
a body of men once aptly described by Godfrey
Faussett as "God's noblest work'*.
R. P. S. ELDERTON.

Mr. Richard Waddup

DEATH

YY7ELLKNOWN to many people in the
W Folkestone district, Mr. Richard Waddup,
of 44 Garden Road, Folkestone, died at the
Royal Victoria Hospital recently.
Joining the Army at the age of 17 as a bugler,
Mr. Waddup served in the 1/4th Battalion,
The Buffs, under the late Colonel Gosling in
the Boer War. During World War I he served
in Aden and India, and he was a member ol
the Home Guard in the last war.
He was a member of the Royal Antideluvian
Order of Buffaloes and the South African War
Veterans Association. For. 46 years he was
employed by the Folkestone Gas and Coke
Company.
A widower for four years, Mr. Waddup has
left two sons and five daughters.
A large number of people attended the
funeral at St. Saviour's Church, when friends
from the Gas and Coke Company acted as
pallbearers. Members of the Past and Present
Association of The Buffs, the R.A.O.B. and
South African W.V.A. also attended the
service, which was conducted by the Vicar.

Sparrow.—On June 1st, 1948, at a nursing
home in London/ after a brief illness, Lieut.
Colonel Henry Francis Sparrow, late of The
Buffs.

Future Events.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
BIRTHS

Bailey.—On 15th May, 1948, to Betty (nee
Cawthorne), wife of Major N. T. Bailey,
The Buffs, at Hong Kong, a son.
Flanagan.—On May 7th, 1948, at Chantry
Nursing Home, Canterbury, to Margaret
(nee Penfold), wife of Raymond Flanagan, a
son, Derek Michael, first baby to be born at
this Nursing Home.

Penfold.—On May 4th, 1948, at a Southend
Nursing Home, to Joan (nee Wright), wife
of Fredrick Penfold, Jnr., a son, Christopher
Allan.
Robertson.—On April 27th, 1948, at Windle
sham Nursing Home, ShorehambySea,
Sussex, to Eileen, wife of Captain R. J.
Robertson, The Buffs, a sister (Jane) for
Susan.

Obituary.
Henry Francis Sparrow
Born 23rd October, 1865 ; Died 1st June, 1948.
Commissioned as 2/Lieut., May 4th, 1887,
promoted Lieutenant 5th March, 1890 ; Captain
23rd May, 1896; Major 1st July, 1904, retired
27th July, 1907. The greater part of his service
was spent with the 2nd Battalion and part with
a volunteer battalion.
As all his contemporaries are apparently
now dead I may perhaps as a then 2nd
Lieutenant be permitted to refer to "Birdie"
Sparrow, who died on the 1st inst.

Canterbury Cricket Week. — Saturday,
July 31st to Friday, August 6th, 1948.
Remembrance Sunday.—Sunday, August
8th, 1948.
The Buffs Golfing Society.—Autumn
Meeting, LittlestoneonSea, September
18th19th. Past v Present Foursomes
Match at Canterbury, Wednesday, August
4th.
London Branch, Past and Present
Association, 22nd Anniversary Ball (Run
ning Buffet)] London Bridge Hotel, S.E.I,
Saturday, September 25th, 1948. Tickets
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9/6 each. Application to Mr. R. J. Collins,
90 Queenswood Road, Forest Hill, London,
S.E.23. Dress optional.

Buffs Officers' ReUnion Club
IT is proposed to form a Buffs Officers' Re
bunion Club. The qualification for a member
is to have held a Regular, Regular Army
Reserve, Supplementary Reserve, Territorial,
Territorial Army Reserve or Emergency Com
mission in The Buffs, or to have served in the
ranks of The Buffs and to have been com
missioned into another Unit or Corps.
Officers of
R.A.M.C.,
R.E.M.E. and
R.A.Ch.D., who have been attached to the
Regiment for a period of at least six months
are welcomed as honorary members.
The annual subscription will be 2/6.
Arrangements are being made for the annual
reunion to be held at the Rembrandt Hotel,
Thurloe Place, S.W.7, on Wednesday, October
13th, 1948, 7 p.m.10 p.m. Dress optional.
The cost of a buffet meal, inclusive of tips, will
be fourteen shillings.
Circular letters are being sent out to as many
officers as possible, but will those who wish to
join the Club please communicate with the
Officer Commanding Depot, The Buffs, Canter
bury (envelope marked Officers' Reunion
Club), enclosing the annual membership fee
plus, if attending the 1948 Reunion, the charge
for the meal.

Canterbury Cricket Week Club
""FHE Committee has extended membership
* to officers who hold or have held Regular or
Regular
Army
Reserve,
Supplementary
Reserve, Territorial or Territorial Army Reserve
or Emergency Commissions in The Buffs, for
the year 1948.
Application for membership should be made
to the Hon. Secretary, Depot The Buffs,
Canterbury, accompanied by a cheque or postal
order value one pound.

Regimental Gazette.
SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE
OF TUESDAY, 11TH MAY, 1948, DATED FRIDAY,
14TH MAY, 1948

The King has been pleased to grant
unrestricted permission for the wearing
of the following decorations which have
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been conferred on the undermentioned
personnel in recognition of distinguished
services in the cause of the Allies :—
Decorations conferred by the President of
the United States of America.
Bronze Star
No. 13048326 Private Frederick William
Haynes, The Buffs (Royal East Kent
Regiment).
The following officer is awarded the
Efficiency Medal (Territorial) :—
The Buffs.—Lt. (Hon. Capt.) G. D. Morgan
(295101).
REGULAR ARMY
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (W.S./Capt.) L. G.
Howe (366786) to be Lt., 29th October, 1947.
SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE
OF TUESDAY, 25TH MAY, 1948, DATED FRIDAY,
28TH MAY, 1948
REGULAR ARMY
THE BUFFS.—Lt. R. O. Iliffe (359205) to be
Capt., 29th May, 1948.
SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE
OF TUESDAY, 1ST JUNE, 1948, DATED FRIDAY,
4TH JUNE, 1948
REGULAR ARMY
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. K. I. Sorensen (383185)
relinquishes his commn., 4th June, 1948, and
is granted the hon. rank of 2nd Lt.
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF
FRIDAY, 4TH JUNE, 1948, DATED TUESDAY,
10TH JUNE, 1948

The King has been graciously pleased,
on the occasion of the Celebration of His
Majesty's Birthday, to give orders for the
following promotions in, and appointments
to, the Most Excellent Order of the British
Empire :—
To be Ordinary Members of the Military
Division of the said Most Excellent Order :
Major
(temporary)
Neale
Francis
GordonWilson (174945), The Buffs (Royal
East Kent Regiment).

Sandhurst Chapel Memorial Fund
DONATIONS

Brigadier J. Whitacre Allen ...
Brigadier N. D. Rice ...
...

...
...

...
...

£ s. d.
1 0 0
10 0
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The Buffs Golfing
Society.
HTHE good news published in
our "Stop Press" of last
month has been surpassed as
on June 14th, the day of
writing these notes, the poten
.
\
tial entry for , the Autumn
Meeting to be held at Little
stoneonSea during, the week
end September 17th/19th stood
wbom will be
mzf Wr 4L a*
^
Ma
W mm attending one of our meetings
W JLgP for the first
time—the most
encouraging factor of all. And,
$T
<+
in addition, three nonplaying
members have notified their
intention jof coming to cheer us on our way,
making a grand total of 58 in all. This is
indeed wonderful news for if all confirm their
entry, as it is hoped they may, the prewar
record of 53 at Prince's, Sandwich, in the spring
of 1932 will be* well and truly beaten. Here
are the names of those to whom the Society is
indebted for staging this great and inspiring
comeback :—
m&S

MajorGenerals the Hon. G. Scarlett and Sir R. G.
Stanham.
Brigadier A. B. Thomson.
Lieut.Colonels E. V. Argles, E. P. C. Bruce, J. E.
Clarke, J. Crookenden, M. P. D. Dewar, N. E. Hoare,
L. Howard Smith, K. M. C. Mallam, G. E. F. OUver,
N. R. Reeves and C. E. Wilson.
Majors W. R. H. Browne, Eric Clarke, H. A. Collins,
H. M. Emms, P. R. H. Fox, H. R. Grace, H. Jackson,
P. J. Lewis, F. G. B. Mills, D. Montgomery, A. J.
Peareth, R. A. C. Ravenhill and R. W. Williams.
Captains M. B. Barron, V. Collins, H. E.. Colton,
M GilbertLodge, H. Q. F. Harwood, C. W. Kempton,
W. C. Lamarque, J. F. Langden, B: E. T. Meyrick,
V. Newton Moss, G. P. Mount, R. T. Robertson, N. B.
Shorter, W. V. S. Sinclair, A. J.Smithers H. F. Whitfield.
Messrs. E. F. Bayden, R. M. Bourne, A. D. Broughton,
M. de J . Creswick, T. M. S. Dyer; R. H. Haseldon, J. S.
Heagerty, J. H. Jackson, R. C. Lancaster, R. J. H.
Pacy, W. J. Richardson, R. E. Thomas andH. B. Vertue.
NONPLAYING MEMBERS

Majors D C. Coates, M. G. N. Moore and Captain
H. H. C. Baird.

So, whilst awaiting this great reunion, there
only remains to add that, in conjunction with
the Golf Club and the Dormy House, all the
preparatory work for the meeting has already
been completed; and in midJuly a final
notice setting out all the arrangements, and
containing the Agenda for the Annual General
Meeting and the Hon. Secretary's report will

be sent to all members, playing and nonplaying
alike. Until then we must be content to lie
the
(back hopefully and greedily awaiting
ultimate post bearing, we trust, the confirmation
of all potential entries, to say nothing of several
more in addition. And then for the joy and
attractions of Littlest one !
MEMBERSHIP

And here, also, are the names of eight
additional members whom we have been glad
to welcome during the past month :—
Major N. F. H. C. Norris ; Captains L. P.
Causton, F. E. Thornycroft and P. F. Wilson ;
Messrs. Rex Cooper, C. Homer, J. H. Jackson
and R. W. E. Reynolds.
LIEUT.COLONEL H. F. SPARROW

We much regret the loss of one of our original
members in Lieut.Colonel H. F. Sparrow, or
the Bird as he was affectionately known by all
ranks. Although not a regular attendant at
our meetings—in fact he very seldom played,
and only came to one—he was always with us
in spirit, being one who invariably sent along
his 10/ entry fee earmarked for the Eclectic
jackpot in aid of the Benevolent Fund; and
such was the generous support he never failed
to give all of our many Regimental activities.
He was a man of great charm, brimming over
with a sense of humour, and possessed of a
number of amusing little mannerisms much
to the delight of us all.

The Buffs War Memorial Fund, 193945
£ s.
Mrs. R. E. F. Bushell
10
Lieut.Colonel J. P. W. Samuelson r..
.!! 2 13
The Rt. Rev. A. C. W. Rose, M.A. ...
... I 1
Mrs. Richardson
10
Rev. A. F. Inglis
... l 1
T. Neame, Esq.
...
2 2
Lieut. M. H. Rosq
...
...
...
.. 1 1
Brigadier A. D. McKechnie ...
... 10 0
Cmdr. George, R.N. ...
10
Lieut.Colonel R. A. de Salis...
2 2
Viscountess Broome ...
1 1
Canon Burnside
... 1 1
R. Tritton, Esq.
...
..,
...
... 10 0
4th Battalion, The Buffs (T.A.)
... 13 2
Mr. Frank Sangers
... 3 3
Mr. Charlton ...
...
...
2
B. W. Martin, Esq. ...
!!! i 1
Mrs. K. F. Bridgewater
...
... 2 2
.
The Hon. Mrs. Sackville Tufton
10
Mrs. White
...
...
...
...
5
2
Mr. G. Honney
##

Total to date ...

d.
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
7
0
0
0
0
6
0
6

£2,221 -is 3
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FOR
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From Coat

to Crops

The miner draws the coal from the earth. At Dagenham the
coal is separated into coke and byproducts by the most upto
date plant — the only plant of its kind in the British Motor
Industry. The coke serves to smelt the iron ore and this makes
Tractors (there are over 200,000 Fordson Tractors on British
Farms today). The byproducts yield tar and fertilisers.
Nothing is wasted at Dagenham. The whole cycle of Ford
production is helping to restore Britain's prosperity.

(£ OF DAGENHAM
CARS - VANS - TRUCKS - TRACTORS

the stuff
to give
the roots

Keep the roots active
and you will keep your
hair! Massage Bryl
creem well into the scalp
with the tips of your
fingers with an action
that moves the scalp on
the skull. Brylcreem's
tonic ingredients will
encourage the hairs' own
natural oils to function
efficiently—cDry' hair,
6Tight' scalp, thinning
hair and dandruff be
come things of the past.
Brylcreem your hair to
day.
County Perfumery Co., Ltd., Honeypot Lane, Stanmore, Middx*

royds

It's not problems in the office, but poisons in the system
that get a man down. Now, look at Mr. Jolly. His eyes
are bright, his judgement clear, and as for his energy —
well, what does he care if he has got plenty on his plate.
He takes Eno in the morning. He's as fit as they make 'em
and you can't keep a fit man down. Jolly Mr. Jolly {

Eno's 'Fruit Salt'
for cheerful livers
2/3 and 3/11 a bottle (tax included).
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Chocolate

Look what happens when
you end DRY SCALP!
Two pictures of the same
chap? Nonsense, she's not
dumb enough to believe
that! Just look at that
Dry Scalp on the left! An
untidy, lifeless head of
hair, if ever there was one.
There's dandruff showing
at the parting, and quite
a few bits or. his tunic,
too. His scalp is certainly
short of natural oils.
Yes, it's the same fellow
all right, but what a
different girl! He's lost
Dry Scalp and dandruff.
Thanks to 4 V aseline '
Brand Hair Tonic his
hair looks healthy, glossy,
and well dressed. Some
one's given him the tip—
a gentle massage with
4Vaseline' Hair Tonic
every day, using only a
little because a little goes
a long way.

Vaseline HAIR TONIC
The Dressing that Ends Dry Scalp

9920

Ask for it at your NAAFI
Ghesebroujjh Manufacturing Go. Ltd.

ISSUED

BY

GODFREY

PHILLIPS

LIMITED

Ease for
Sore Feet....
Active service conditions have resulted in many
interesting letters referring to the great value of
Germolene.
Here is the experience of a man back from two
years' service in Africa. The letter is dated
February 6th 1945. " For six months I suffered
from footrot, a very uncomfortable complaint.
I thought my feet would never get better, and
were going to remain like it all the time. After
using Germolene the trouble was completely
healed in one month—and healed permanently."

Gcmo&m
ASEPTIC OINTMENT

V6 and 3'S including Purchase Tax

SOLD EVERYWHERE (incl. N.A.A.F4)

THE

133

DRAGON

Round and About
By The Tramp
On the Doorstep
L T A V I N G lately en
* 1 joyed the sights and
sounds (and some of
the foods) of a foreign
country I have looked
at my own country and
what it provides with
a keener sight and
appetite. That is one
of the great advantages
of getting abroad oc
casionally. I therefore
find it satisfactory to
record, with some un
avoidable reservations,
that there is a lot to be
said for dear old England.
This must not be taken to suggest an extreme
insularity. It is rather an attempt to make a
comparative valuation. It must, of course, be
restricted to certain aspects of the question.
It must also deal with what some people might
think superficial matters. Anyway, let me
plunge without further preamble.
Architecture
We frequently disparage our own achievements in the
sphere of architecture. We think our own cities and
towns are examples of what horrors can be perpetrated
in stone, brick and plaster. There is often some just
ification for this. One has only to look at the outskirts
of our cities and towns to realise how sadly we have
fallen away from the earlier high standards. But we
are not alone in this. The outlying districts of foreign
cities are equally depressing. I wrote recently about a
visit to the battlefield of Waterloo. The famous road
from Brussels to St. Jean is lined with villas of varying
degrees of gimcrack ugliness which compare unfavour
ably with the mock Tudor of our suburban districts.
The same applies to Paris and other French cities.
The redeeming feature of our places is the trimness and
colour of the gardens and the greater solidity of our
building. As to modern architecture ; we have excellent
public buildings which show a sense of dignified pro
portion and fitness for purpose and which yield nothing
to foreign achievements in this field. The Battersea
Power Station is a supreme example of this.

Pubs and Banks
A great deal has been done in recent years by British
brewers to restore the high level of inn and pulbic house
design. Except for a tendency to place shiny tiles of a
distressing "liver" colour on the exterior walls, the
modern English pub is usually worth looking at.
Banks are more often than not dinified and well
designed buildings. The architects of these incline to
base their conceptions on the excellent Georgian model
with most satisfying results.

Food
Where Continental countries score over us is in the
preparation and service of food. Allowing for the

difficulties of these austere days, we have a lot to do to
approach the French and Belgian restaurants and cafes.
There was a time, I believe, when the English inns,
chop and coffee houses stood up to any comparison that
could be made. This is far from being true today, as
anyone who eats away from his home will testify. There
is a movement, slight but definite, to get back to our
former high standads, but how deplorably we still cook
and serve vegetables and how limited is our notion of
what a sweet course should provide. As to coffee ; well,
we occasionally make more tolerable tea.

Hampton Court
About a year ago I made a pilgrimage to Versailles
and I wrote something about my impressions in The
Dragon on my return. The other day I decided to go
and look at the English counterpart of this magnificent
place. I was obliged to go on a Sunday ; not the best
day for such an expedition, for the crowds were terrific.
It was, however, good to see that this incomparable
group of buildings in its superb setting was so popular.
Hampton Court is unique in one respect. There one
can see side by side the mellow beauty of Tudor brick
work and the more formal dignity of Wren's great
fa9ade. Versailles was not entirely absent from his
thoughts when he planned his part of this palace and
'I constantly found myself comparing the two places.
Versailles is far more magnificent and impressive. It is
infinitely greater but it is much less beautiful. The
unrelieved greyness of the French palace is a trifle
monotonous by comparison. The pink and white of
Wren's part of Hampton Court is more pleasing to the
eye and the Tudor part is exquisite in its rich soft colour.
The grounds of Versailles are tremendous, but the
gardens of Hampton Court are exquisite. The sunken
Tudor garden as I saw it the other day was at its best
and the herbaceous borders were already showing signs
of the full glory they will shortly achieve.
The lawns were dotted with groups of people enjoying
the sights on a perfect summer afternoon. The women's
frocks were as colourful as the flowers and some of the
men, in more adventurous shirts and even in tropical
suits, added to the liveliness of the scene. I was glad to
see that litter was less conspicuous. I think we are
improving in this respect. Incidentally, at Versailles
last year I saw no litter. This, I understand, is because
the more frugal French take their picnics in baskets
rather than in paper bags and cartons.

Art
There are signs that we are beginning to take more
interest in the Arts in England. The enterprising
directors of public galleries and other groups have done
much to stimulate interest since the war ended. The
Tate Gallery has staged a succession of exhibitions
which have been wellpatronised by all sections of the
community. The current exhibition of the collection
of the late Mr. Samuel Courtauld is well worth going to
see. His interests as a collector were confined principally
to the French painters of the Impressionist and Post
Impressionist Schools ; that is from Corot and Ingres
down to Picasso. It includes fine examples of the work
of men like Degas, Manet, Monet, Renoir, Sisley
and the rest of a great group. It is a remarkable tribute
to the good taste of a most enlightened industrialist.

Park Sculpture
Over the river, in Battersea Park, is an open air
exhibition of modern sculpture. Here the range is wider.
It begins with Rodin and comes down to the work of
living sculptors like Henry Moore and Charles Wheeler.
Battersea Park is not so far as it sounds, and the journey
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there on a fine summer day is well rewarded by this
unique show. The setting is perfect. In a sequestered
garden of the Park with smooth lawns and marvellous
trees you can see sculpture as it should be seen ; in the
open. Do not be put off by the poster which advertises
the show. It depicts Henry Moore's colossal stone group
of three near human ladies which has been hailed as a
masterpiece in some quarters and aroused other opinions
in others. It is not my own particular "cup of tea".
In fact it causes me profound discomfort. But there are
other things.

Trooping the Colour
It was sad that the meteorological experts were pver
cautious in their forecast of the weather last week.
Londoners were looking forward to seeing this
magnificent spectacle in full colour again. Not the least
disappointed, I imagine, were the troops themselves.
Many of us know what efforts go to the preparation of
such a parade ; the rehearsals, the polishing and cleaning
and so forth.
Some compensation was provided by the sight of the
Household Cavalry in full peace paint at the Horse
Guards. I was lucky enough the other day to see a troop
of Life Guards riding up Constitution Hill after the
changing of the Guard. Seen through the archway at
Hyde Park Corner, they made a brave show and took
one's mind back to happier days when this was a daily
occurrence.

Paint

Talking of paint, there is a welcome amount of it
going on to the drab exteriors of many London houses
these days. It is long overdue. I always think that
London is at its best in early Summer. The fresh green
of the plane trees, the grass in the squares and the
parks, liven up the grim old place and now that the
old look is being given to buildings much of its former
charm and delight return to refresh us.

The Tests
I write at a moment when England is fighting back at
Trent Bridge to save the game from the dibacle it looked
like becoming earlier. In a moment or two I shall be
switching on my wireless set to hear what Compton
and Godfrey Evans are doing to reform the situation.
It seemed that English cricket was once more in the
doldrums. It recalled those faroff days of 1921 when
Warwick Armstrong's men were making hay while the
brilliant sun of an exceptional Summer shone. Then
Gregory and Macdonald were carrying everything—
—wickets, bails and reputations—before them. But
today there is more hope. First Laker and now Compton
and Hutton are showing that the "blitz" of a fine but
not irresistible team can be met and, let it be whispered,
perhaps defeated.
I am not alone in hoping that the Selectors will give
some of our promising younger cricketers a chance in
later Tests. It was sad to read one sober cricket corres
pondent say in his report that, by comparison with
the Australians, the English team in the field looked
"middleaged". And oh ! for a really hostile fast bowler.
We don't seem to breed them nowadays. One thing
must be admitted ; Yardley's captaincy appears to have
been as thoughtful as that of Jardine, who was un
doubtedly the match of any of the most purposeful
Australian captains, not forgetting the late Warwick
Armstrong, who gave nothing away on the cricket field.
Let us hope that the exhibition of bad manners of a
section of the crowd at Nottingham will not be repeated
on an English cricket ground. In this connection I am
reminded of a story of the great Ranji who, arriving late
at a match when playing for Sussex, found that one

of the early batsmen of his side had "retired hurt".
"Poor chap", said Ranji, "didn't he have his bat with
him ?"

A Film

It was my good fortune the other day to find myself
in a most luxuriously comfortable seat a the Curzon
Cinema in London. I had read a film*reviewer's eulogy
of an Italian film, Four Steps in the Clouds, and acting
on her advice I spent more than I am normally inclined
to on this form of entertainment. It was well worth it.
It is a charming film. A simple, human story about
ordinary folk in Italy, deliriously humorous in places,
poignant in others and acted by a group of real actors.
It will no doubt be bought by some Hollywood
company and transformed into a shattering and breath
taking "musical" with gorgeous girls and the finest
cabaret scene ever made. Meanwhile it is entirely
unglamorous and in perfect taste. Which, as I often
hear said, "only goes to show".

6TH BATTALION DINNER
Held at The Talbot Restaurant,. Saturday,
5th June, 1948.
Captain Coote rose and proposed the health
of "H.M. The King", followed by Lieut.
Osmond, who proposed the toast, "The Colonel
of the Regiment". It was again followed by a
very special toast to Captain Carter ; everyone
present rose and wished him a speedy recovery.
R. W. Billings then rose and read the corres
pondence of regrets for nonattendance from
Colonel of the Regiment, Captain Carter, Major
Peareth, Major Milton, Captain Emery, Colonel
H. Fine, Lieut. Le May, Michael Baker and
several others, some who could not be there
through ill health but were there in the spirit.
C.S.M. Tester rose and gave an excellent
speecli. It was a great honour for him to ask
all present to stand and drink a toast to the
Officers of the 6th Battalion of the grand
Regiment, The Buffs; long may they live.
He said R. Billings and himself had a busy
time to get the dinner going, but all the credit
went to Mr. Billings for his untiring efforts to
get it going after nine years, and he did not
know how he found the time to do it unless
he worked for the Government.
In response R. W. Billings rose and said a
few words about the work he had put in, but
that he would not have been able to without
the pushing of C.S.M. Tester. He went on to
say all the hard work was worth it just to see
so many of the old faces once again. During
the evening Mr. Davis of Rochester presented
Mr. Billings with a framed Dragon in gold and
silver surrounded with the battle honours of
the 6th Battalion, a great honour for him.
(continued on page 136)
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Mixed Grill.
"YYVHY not ask Lord
* Hawke to take you
with him to the Argen
tine?" Such was the
astonishing suggestion
made to me in our
Cricket Week enclosure
when in casual con
versation with Stanley
C h r i s to p h e r s o n , t h a t
great allEngland bow
ler, late President of the
M.C.C., and the eldest
son of that renowned
Blackheath family who,
captained by their father,
[fielded a complete cricket side except for the
} eleventh man, owing to the tenth child being
a daughter instead of the much longed for
wicketkeeper ! And that was how it all
happened. The introduction to the Baron, as
he was affectionately known to all, was given.
The invitation came. And the king of all
leavegivers and leave-takers, the late Brigadier
General E. H. Finch Hatton, my commanding
officer at the Depot at the time, completed the
job with his nevertobeforgotten chuckle.
So once again another amazing eightweek
tour literally fell from the blue into my lap,
free, gratis and for nothing.
Ducks and Ducklings
There were thirteen of us, all county players except
for. myself ; and here are the names :—Archie Maclaren
and Billy Findlay (Lancashire), Noisy de Trafford
(Leicestershire, and who never spoke a word!), Rockley
Wilson (Yorkshire), Brownie Hill (Hampshire), Maurice
Bird and N. C. Tufnell (Surrey), Lionel Troughton and
Eric Hatfield (Kent), Fulcher (Norfolk) and Joe Anderson
(Herts.), our manager. A happy and gay lot, though
the Baron could become a little fastidious when things
went awry as, for example, at the outset when Archie
Maclaren started off with four consecutive noughts,
bowled neck and crop by their fast bowler, Foy, who
later did great things for Essex. Incidentally, in the
midst of this gloom and distress matters were not made
any easier when Archie, on the morning of his fourth
duck received a letter from his wife at home reporting
the successful hatching of a number of ducklings !
Even he, poor man, had to join in the somewhat forced
laughter at that. But we were all back to tears again
when a few hours later his stumps were shattered with
his very first ball. However, he came back with a
glorious century in his fifth innings. And what a joy
it was to see that great and majestic batsman speeding
the ball through the covers quicker than sound. And
with that I leave the reporting of results, except to say
we did win the final and decisive test, but only just.

An Investigation
There was another matter at the opening of the tour
with an equally difficult beginning and with an equally
happy and amusing ending. This related to our initial
accommodation in a rather indifferent hotel in which
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we were given inside and very stuffy rooms. As guests
there could be no complaint. But murmurings can travel
quickly, so it was not long before our kindly and
generous hosts came down to investigate.
"I'm afraid the M.C.C. are not altogether satisfied
with their accommodation", said one of these to the
manager. "Satisfied ?" he replied in astonishment.
"If the accommodation was good enough for Aston
Villa, I should have thought it was good enough for the
M.C.C." !
And so we passed 011 to the Plaza Hotel, the most
luxurious in the South American continent, and where
I achieved my greatest and most curious ambition in
life, namely, to conduct an orchestra in spite of no
knowledge of music except the love of it. In any case
it was here that I found myself with the baton in the
orchestral gallery overlooking the ballroom on our last
night'. The maestro was in tears, but the drummer in
the throes of delight as, so far as both he and I were
concerned, his parchments could go to
!—hardly in
keeping with a love of music, I admit, but very much
in keeping with my aspirations of the moment !

The Final Test
I have no recollection of the actual scores of this
great and decisive match : only the memory of the tense
situation with the score of one all, and with' an un
pleasant number of runs still to get with the better half
of our side, inclusive of Archie, already back in the
pavilion. Batting confidently, however, and with
30 odd runs to his credit, was that delightful creature
Rockley Wilson, that very great slow bowler of the
type we so sadly need now, and also a very sound bat.
It was at this stage that Archie said, rather in despair :
"Well, the whole of this business depends on whether
anyone will stay in with Rockley." Whereupon one of
our Argentine hostesses, with her back to the cricket,
and with no knowledge of what it was all about, turned
round in genuine distress to say : "Oh, I had no idea
he was so unpopular as all that " !
Well, we got the runs, and so ended this unforget
able tour which in all cost me under £40, as another kind
host took me in hand during the trip back—that
fascinating game of poker in which I had in my earlier
days received a very good grounding from my superior
officers ! For such was the game which ruled the roost
in the 2nd Battalion Mess when I joined in 1897, and
remained so until ousted by bridge after the South
Africa War.
t

Hospitality

Arising out of these tours, mention must be made of
the hospitality wherever we went. It was immense.
It was overwhelming. But how difficult, as it was
incessant, so that absence was the only means of escape.
And even then one was apt to get caught out. For
example, on the day before the last test Lionel
Troughton and I went off for a day's golf, sought a
quiet restaurant for dinner, after which we took refuge in
a private box in the local music hall. But hardly had
we settled down when in came a couple of our ever
generous hosts with a bottle of sweet champagne.
How a kindly spitoon enable Troutie and I to dispose
of our share of this, and a second bottle, is a thrilling
little story which shortage of space denies !
And as an example of the immensity of this hospitality,
here is what happened at Yokohama, where we were
made honorary members of the social club during our
ten days' stay. On the day before our departure I went
down to settle in bulk the whole of our chits, which we
had freely signed not only on behalf of ourselves but
also in the welcome opportunity of entertaining our
many and generous hosts.
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"Chits?", said the secretary. "There are no chits.
In fact it is only ten minutes ago that I tore them all
up, and there they are in the waste paper basket" !
H.H.C.B.

Disastrous
N/f EMORY is apt to be treacherous, so I was
^ ^fortunate to turn up recently a copy of
the Manila Times for February, 1910, giving
an account of the polo matches. The term
"disastrous" applied by your correspondent in
"Mixed Grill" in your April number is hardly
borne out by the report. In the first match of
the series the score was actually 32 in favour
of the American team. This was reduced to
31 by reason of the American rule that the
side hitting behind its own goal line forfeited
|goal. As we had hit behind four times we
were penalised one goal. In the next match
of the series we lost the services of Captain
Bell of the R.E., one of our best players. His
place was taken by Lieut. Thicknesse. The
result this time was a bit disastrous, as it was
100 against us.
It must be remembered, however, that we
had been used to the China pony measuring
13 hands or so. At Manila the ponies had no
limit and some of them were 16 hands. I can
hardly describe the feeling better than to say
it felt like being on a camel after the Chinese
pony. The height from the ground was not the
only handicap, but also the length of the stick
required. On a 13.2 pony a length of 48 inches
about is wanted, so that the wand required on
a 16hand horse is about 58 inches. The corres
ponding increase in weight is considerable, and
the "range" is also increased. So that we really
did none so badly.
Another picture might be painted when the
Americans came to Hong Kong for the return
match. I cannot remember the score, but
I think I am right in saying that it was a case
of double figures in our favour to single ones
in theirs. The handicap of playing on midget
ponies was even more "disastrous" to them
than playing on camels was to us.
We made a second trip to Manila with a
slightly better side the next year, but the polo
had hotted up there too and though we had
some hard games we could not manage to beat
the American teams. Polo was very popular
there. The grounds were better than at Hurling
ham. Every convenience was provided, fresh
and salt water swimming baths, stabling, grand
stands; etc., and the most perfect turf. The
ponies' hooves hardly made a sound and yet

it was as level as a board. The crowd was
most enthusiastic and yelled with excitement
when a good hearty rideoff took place or a good
run made.
Our arrival at the mole made a great im
pression on us. As we drew alongside, we
could see enormous posters announcing the
arrival of "Brierley's British Experts". The
"experts" looked anxiously at each other and
wondered who had put that one over ! Bands
blared and we were escorted from the harbour
like some national heroes. The American
hospitality showed itself in its most lavish
manner. Everything was free. I think we all
had a car at our own call to go where and when
we liked. Drinks were all on the house;
looking back at it all I can only wonder how
it was that we ever arrived at the scene of play,
were it cricket, tennis or polo, in a condition to
play. As a matter of fact, I don't think we all
did, but that is another story.

6th Battalion Dinner—Continued from page 134

Lieut. Grant, responding for the Officers
with a toast to the other ranks, said a few
words about the Regiment and said where
would the Officers be without the other ranks.
There were 59 present, guests including
Colonel Vaughan, Major Enright, E. Tong,
Captain Maltby, 7th West Kents, Benny
Fields, and others too numerous to mention,
a very pleasant evening, good food and plenty
of beer.
Major Enright gave a few words and reminded
all present about the Loiidon Branch 22nd
Annual Dinner. He read e;xtracts from Ernie
Carter's letter, who sent his best wishes to all
present, with hopes of his attendance at the
next Dinner.
R. J. Collins of the L<mdon Branch was
doorkeeper and it was noticed he was roping
in some of the boys as ne:w members.
ckingham Palace.
10th Tune. 1948.
Dear Sir,
Thank you for your letter of June 5th, which has only
recently reached the King. His Majesty was interested
to hear that the 6th Service Battalion of The Buffs
(19141918) had been holding their first dinner for nine
years and he desires me to convey to you and all who
were present at the dinner, his sincere thanks for your
kind and loyal message.
Yours sincerely,

M. E, ADEANE.

R, W, Billings, Esq.

the dragon

Fine Feathers
IN connexion with the article in last month's
1Dragon it may be of interest to record that
when I served in the 2nd Battalion at Kilkenny
in 18967 the following three special Regimental
items of uniform were in use :—
1. A black silk embroidered Dragon on the
collar of the blue serge.
2. A black regimental pattern waterproof
cape, supplied only by Anderson, 37 Queen
Victoria Street.
It was rolled and carried on the back by a
web crossbelt over the left shoulder and two
short white buckskin straps (which I recently
gave to the Museum).
3. A special gaiterboot in one pieee, to be
obtained from Marshall and Willats, Oxford
Street.
Numbers 2 and 3 were specified in the
Regimental Dress Regulations, which, however,
forbad No. 1, viz. "No badge on Collar" !
The new pattern mess jacket was introduced
in 1897.
R. P. S. ELDERTON.

The Victory (ExServices) Club 
rTHE

new premises, which will open in the

* summer of 1948, with about 200 beds and
ample living and recreation rooms, will provide
a centre where members of both sexes can
obtain bedrooms and food at prices which they
can afford—and a welcome always ! Here will
also be held reunions of Old Comrades'
Associations, meetings, entertainments, etc.
It also houses the longestablished and active
Welfare Branch, giving advice and help in all
resettlement problems, and working in closest
collaboration with other charitable organiz
ations.
Charges for membership, accommodation and
food are very reasonable. Thus membership
subscription is only 10/ for one year, or £5 for
life. (Re membership apply to the Secretary,
Victory Club, 47 Bedford Row, W.C.I.)
Although the new premises are large, they
are quite inadequate to meet all requirements.
A favourable option has been exercised on an
adjacent bombed site on which to build vitally
needed amenities and accommodation, including
rooms for married members. Further large

sums will thus be required before the WHOLE
of this great project can be completed. Contribu

tions will be gratefully accepted by the Director
of Appeals, Victory Club Fund (No. 3 Account),
at the above address.
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The Past and Present
Association.
Life Members
MAY 1ST—31ST, 1948

London Branch.—Izzard, J. F., Parkinson, A. R.,
Cox, I.
Medway Branch.—Moss, E. C. W.

Annual Members
London Branch.—Farnham, R., Hedley, B. A., Boswell,
E., Hughes, J., Denyer, Capt. G. J.. Berrett, G. S.
Dover Branch.—Jamieson, V.
Folkestone Branch.—Mountfield, A. N.
H.Q. Roll.—Carling, J.

Benevolent Fund
DONATIONS

£ s. d.

Mrs. E. Parish ...
...
...
...
...
1 1 0
Mr. Frank Sangers
...
...
...
...
2 2 0
The total grants from the Benevolent Fund and the
World War Charitable Fund during the past month
have been £161 2s. 7d. and £41 10s. Od. respectively.

Ashford Branch
LADIES' GUILD
The monthly meeting of the Ashford Branch
of the Ladies' Guild was held in the Drill Hall
on Wednesday, June 9th, at 3 p.m. In the
absence of Mrs. "King, the ViceChairman,
Mrs. Sharrard, presided.
All present were sorry to hear that our
Chairman's husband was now in hospital and
wished him a speedy recovery.
Welcome was extended to Mrs. Hogben, a
new member, and also to her friend Mrs. Jones.
Mrs. Stevens kindly gave some new laid eggs
for a draw. Both Mrs. Beeching and Mrs.
Stevens, the winners of the draw, handed the
eggs over to Mrs. King for her husband.
A handknitted tea cosy made by Mrs. Knig
was won by Mrs. Partiss.
Tea and buns were made by Mrs. Coleman,
and thoroughly enjoyed by all present.
E.L.E.P.

London Branch
A meeting of the London Branch was held
at 7.30 p.m., 15th May, at the Prince Alfred,
Tufton Street, Westminster, S.W.I, with Capt.
G. J. Emery in the Chair. We were pleased to
have with us Lieut.Colonel C. E. Vaughan,

*
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Major J. E. Enright, Captain Brittain and
Captain H. Hopps.
The members stood in silence to the memory
of M. Ryan and H. Robinson, l/5th Battalion.
MINUTES.—The minutes of the
were read. It was proposed and
Mr. E. Tong and Mr. R. Billings
accepted. The Secretary read
pondence.

last meeting
seconded by
that they be
the corres

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY. — Major J. E.
Enright promised to represent the Branch at
the ceremony of conferring, the Freedom of the
City of Canterbury on the Regiment. The
Assistant Secretary announced that the coaches
would leave the Victoria Palace at 8.15 a.m.
and leave Canterbury on the return journey
at 7 p.m.
Sgt. Horton produced a letter written by
MajorGeneral Bainbridge recalling old friends
and experiences in the Regiment.
Major Enright rose and asked that the
practice of sending small gifts to members in
hospital be continued.
NEW MEMBERS.—Mr. J. Hughes, 5th Bat
talion, attended for the first time and joined
the Association as an annual member.
BUN PENNY COLLECTION.—£1
collected.

Is. Od. was

As there was no further business the Chairman
proposed the meeting be declared closed and
was seconded by Mr. Haslett with a hearty
vote of thanks to the Chairman.
RAFFLE.—A dozen eggs presented by Dusty
Ruler were raffled for £1 7s. Od. and won by
Captain G. j. Emery, who asked Mr. R. Billings
to take them, on behalf of the Branch, to our
Chairman, Lieut.Colonel H. Fine, in hospital.
A dozen eggs presented by Captain Brittain
were auctioned and went to Sgt. Brown for
10/. Fruit presented by Mr. Collins was
rafflud for 4/3 and then auctioned for 5/6, all
for the benefit of Branch funds.
Our Committee Meeting was held at 7.30 p.m.,
12th May, at No. 8, Queen Anne's Gate, S.W.I,
with Captain G. J. Emery in the Chair.
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY.—The Secretary was
instructed* to ask Major Enright to represent
the Branch at the ceremony of conferring the
Freedom of the City of Canterbury on the
Regiment.
BRANCH ACCOUNTS.—The Committee agreed
that the Branch Annual Accounts be audited
by a firm of chartered accountants as in the
past.

DRAGON
OTHER BUSINESS.—The proposed Medway
visit and the Cenotaph Parade were discussed ;
the Secretary was instructed to write to our
Chairman, Lieut.Colonel H. Fine, who is still
in hospital.
There being rr6 further business Mr. Billings
proposed a hearty vote of thanks to the
Chairman and the meeting closed.
HERE AND THERE
J. T. Leaver and F. Stone send best wishes
to the members of the London Branch ; we
receive an occasional letter from them.
J. Hughes, J. Templeton and G. R. George,
5th Battalion, were asking for R.S.M. J. Bell
at the last meeting.
C. Wills, 8th Battalion, was asking after
Captain T. S. Overy.
N. C. T. Lancaster, 1st Battalion, a 'bus
driver, lives at Sutton, Surrey, and works in
that district.
W. Greenstreet writes to say duty will
prevent him attending the Cenotaph Parade
in June, and sends best wishes to old pals.
J. Hammond is waiting for the Branch
oricket season to start. He and Mrs. Hammond
are regular visitors and great supporters of the
Branch.
Among the many regular visitors are C. W.
Pitch, R. Bowman, C.S.M. Saunders, E.
Cousins and Billy Everitt, to mention only a
few.*
H. Dredge is enquiring for T. Birch, 1st
Battalion, who was once a member of the
London Branch and later of the Margate
Branch, now believed to be at Sevenoaks.
Holiday makers at Brighton, don't forget
the meeting of the Brighton Branch* at
Churchill House, at 7.30 p.m., on the first
Monday in the month. You will meet some old
soldiers there.
T. W. Ryalls and family have removed to
Scotland for health reasons. We wish him the
best of luck.
The London Branch now has 1,350 members
receiving the Newsletter. We hope to reach
1,500 within the next twelve months.
Best wishes to all other branches.
E.C.W.G.
LADIES' GUILD
The meeting held on June 5th at The Prince
Alfred Restaurant was fairly well attended—a
great many members being on holiday. Mrs.

the dragon
D. E. Spinner was in the Chair supported by
Mrs. R. W. Keown, VicePresident.
MINUTES.—The minutes of the last meeting
were read and signed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—Letters were read from
the Guild President, The Hon. Mrs. Gerald
Scarlett, and Mrs. Verlander.
COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT.—The Chairman
announced that the Colonel of the Regiment
had met with an accident, which was received
with very much regret. Members hoped the
General would be able to attend Tufton Street
on Cenotaph Saturday, June 19th.
SICK.—It was with much regret we heard of
the very severe illness of Mrs. Redman. We
trust she will soon,make rapid progress.
Colonel H. Fine, Chairman of the London
Branch, sent his thanks to the members for
letters and kind thoughts of him, as did likewise
Captain Ernie Carter and Mr. Billy Shant.
REGRETS.—Regrets at inability to attend
were received from Mrs. and Miss Enright,
Mrs. and Miss Coley, Mrs. Carter, Mrs.; Cobb,
Mrs. Buxton, Mrs. Love, Mrs. Carveli and Mrs.
Cissie Redman.
OBITUARY.—Members regretted to hear of
the passing over of Mr. Royland Bampton,
2/5th Battalion, and expressed their sympathy
with the relatives.
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY. — Members were
again reminded of the Service at Canterbury
Cathedral, Remembrance Sunday, August 8th.
RAFFLES.—Raffles given by Mrs. Keown
realised £1, and Mrs. Hogben 10/. Our very
sincere thanks.
D.E.S.

Medway Branch
LADIES' GUILD
The May monthly meeting was well attended.
Mrs. King Holt .(Chairman) presided.
Business was carried out, after which whist
was enjoyed by all. Mrs. Valpy was M.C.
During tea Mrs. Holt said Mrs. Sellens would
be pleased to take the names of all who were
going to Eastbourne on June 1st. A good
response was received.
It was also proposed to hold a bring and buy
sale in September. So we hope for a good sale.
On Tuesday, June 1st, a party of members
and friends in two M. & D. Motor Coaches left
Gillingham for Eastbourne, going out by way
of Maidstone, Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells,
where a stop was made ; then on through the
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lovely country to Eastbourne. The weather
was very kind to us for we had no rain after
leaving Tonbridge i
Arriving at Eastbourne we separated until
4.30 p.m., when we all met at the Boulevard
Restaurant for a meat tea and ices, which
had been arranged by Mrs. Holt and Mrs.
Sellens, everyone being very well satisfied.
Leaving for home at 6 p.m. by way of Pevensey
and on through the country until we reached
Hawkhurst, where a stop for one hour was made.
Refreshments had been arranged for us there
by Mrs. Sellens before making our start for
home. Thanks to all who had made the day so
enjoyable. We now look forward to our visit
to Canterbury later in the year. We reached
Gillingham at 10 p.m. tired but happy.
M.S.

Sittingbourne Branch
The monthly meeting was held on Friday,
11th June, at the Drill Hall, East Street,
Sittingbourne, at 7.30 p.m. Colonel D. J.
Dean, our Chairman, was unable to be present,
and in his absence Major J. E. Wills took the
Chair.
Mr. Martin reported that he had attended a
meeting composed of representatives from
various ExServicemen's Associations, and that
it had been decided to run dances with a view
to raising money to enable children's parties
to be arranged. A further meeting would be
held later this month and he would give more
information at our next meeting. All the
members present were in favour of the scheme
and promised their support.
Major Wills gave brief details of the arrange
ments for Remembrance Sunday and urged
members to ensure that there were no vacant
seats on. the coaches. So far seats have been
booked for 34 people, which means that at
present there are seats available for 30 additional
people. We hope all those members who have
not yet given in their names, will let Bob
Russell know very soon, otherwise they may
find that all the seats have been booked.
The Booby Prize was won by Bob Russell,
and Branch funds benefited to the extent of 6/6.
Members were sorry to hear that Jock Herbert
was having trouble with his legs again. He is
such a regular attendant at our meetings that
he was very conspicuous by his absence.
Members who had reckoned on having a
glass of beer at the conclusion of the meeting
were sadly disappointed. They were fortified,
however, by an assurance that supplies of beer
would be arriving in four days' time.
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Thirteen members were present at the
meeting, and we hope that many more will
attend next month.

Ramsgate Branch
A good attendance of members were present
at the monthly meeting of the Ramsgate
Branch of the Past and Present Association,
The Buffs, held at the Freemasons' Tavern,
High Street, Ramsgate, on May 21st.
Mr. E. H. Swendell presided, supported by
Captain H. Knight (ViceChairman), Major
N. G. H. Taylor, Major H. D. Rose, Major A.
Peareth, Lieut.CommanderR. J. W. Crowdy,
D.S.C.,
R.S.M. W.
Jeffreys,
Mr.
F.
Rogers, and Mr. B. E. Knott
(Hon.
Secretary).
The Chairman welcomed Major Peareth,
Association General Secretary, and also Lieut.
Commander Crowdy, and thanked them for
their attendance that evening, which was much
appreciated.
The Chairman expressed the Branch's sym
pathy to Captain Carter, Messrs. L. Hoyle and
C. Taylor, and stated that these sick members
were making progress towards good health,
and he looked forward to their welcome
attendance in the near future.
Letters of apology for absence were received
from Major A. J. H. Taylor, Captain K. F.
Speakman, Colonel W. Orwin, Captain E.
Carter, Lieut. W. Wotton, Lieut. F. Neville,
and Mr. F. Elson.
Commander Crowdy, in a breezy speech,
thanked the Ramsgate Branch for inviting him
to their meeting ; it gave him the opportunity
to thank them for their cooperation in the
R.N.O.C.A. parade and the dedication of their
Standard.
It was a pleasing feature to see all exservice
associations unite and pull together, said the
Commander, and he looked forward to a United
Service Committee where representatives of
various associations could meet and discuss
their views in all matters of service welfare.
Interesting details of the arrangements for
the Buffs Remembrance Service, at Canterbury
Cathedral, were given by Major Peareth, and
he also gave the members news of the service
battalions and old comrades in the other
branches. The Major concluded by saying it
was a pleasure to see so many* old faces and
young at the meeting ; he always enjoyed
coming to Ramsgate.

The Secretary stated a letter had been
received from Major Enright inviting the
Ramsgate Branch to London for the Buffs
march to the Cenotaph, on June 19th ; Mr.
Knott said he would like to see a few Ramsgate
Buffs present on this occasion.
Following the meeting, refreshments were
served by Buff host, Dick Atkins, and the
remainder of the evening was spent in reviving
old friendships.

9346 F. Martin, who is a brother of Major
H. Martin, paid a welcome visit to headquarters.
It is not often we see him as he now lives at
Manchester. He sends his best wishes to the
old brigade.
6
B.E.K.

Margate Branch
A Branch Meeting was held at the George
and Dragon, Charlotte Square, on Wednesday,
2nd June. The Chair was taken by Captain
J. Tilleard, supported by the Secretary, Hon.
Treasurer, and practically a full Committee.
Alas ! very few Branch members put in an
appearance. Always the approach of summer
(we hope it is approaching, although at the
time of writing it is more like "January in
June") attendance at Branch meetings fades.
It is a known fact that many members do
have to work longer hours during the summer
months, but, and this we have stressed before,
surely one night a month could be spared for
Branch activities.
We don't want to rub it in, but there is
considerable apathy among exBuffs in Mar
gate, and we hope that a few more of the
members whose names are on the Branch roll
will snap out of it and turn up at the George
and Dragon on the first Wednesday of each
month (in case they don't know when Branch
Meetings are held).

Canterbury Branch
The main item of interest since our last
notes is the Branch Annual Dinner, held at the
Club on May 15th. This was our first post war
dinner and we hope the forerunner of an annual
event. The highest praise must be given to
Mr. F. Penfold (Sports Secretary) for his
untiring efforts and hard work to make this a
first class show. All members express their
appreciation.
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For Naafi serves the Services not only by
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wellrun canteen service . . . not only
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The Chair was taken by Major Parratt
(Chairman), and 47 Members, Hon. Members,
wives and guests sat down to an excellent
dinner, and judging by the remarks and the
absence of moans everybody was satisfied.
The guests included Lieut.Colonel C. E.
Wilson, Lieut.Colonel T. R. Reid and Major
P. R. H. Fox.
After the dinner the Chairman made a
speech in praise of the arrangements and
extended a welcome to our guests. This was
replied to by Lieut.Colonel Reid on behalf of
the guests mixed with an invitation to visit
him at his office. We trust that not many will
avail themselves of this offer as he is Welfare
Officer at Canterbury Gaol.
On conclusion of the speeches Major Parratt
presented a Medal (given by himself) to Mr.
H. Hogben as winner of the individual Darts
Competition, also a sealed envelope to Mr. J.
Sharp as runnerup.
The remainder of the evening was enlivened
by songs, etc., from Lieut.Colonel Reid, Mr.
S. Wood and Mr. Butcher. A very good
demonstration of how a soldier sews a button
on was given by Mr. Neaves. What his wife
said when she had to really sew the button
back on is only guess work.
K
During a lull in the proceedings a neat
Little Old Lady came tripping in. This was
Mrs. Hughes in a very pretty costume and
bonnet and as she got to the centre of the
floor everybody joined in the song Little Old
Lady, which was "very appropriate. Mr. Delo
very ably accompanied on the piano.
All members express their thanks to Mr.
Smithers for the very excellent food and service.
At 10.30 p.m. the shutters went up on a
perfect evening and all were sorry the party
had to break up.
BAT AND TRAP.—This is now in full swing,
but up to the present we have not done too
well, as results given will show. We are not
disheartened and hope to strike a good patch
shortly.
Mr. A. Lambert showed us some really good
bowling, taking four traps (three in succession)
against the Old City of Canterbury.
The ladies are now taking a keen interest in
the game and it is very heartening to see some
of them both at home and away matches.
As we are not doing too well it is rumoured
that Grandfather P. is thinking of starting a
family team (mixed). Congratulations, Pen.

Our monthly meeting was held on Friday,
June 4th. Major L. F. Parratt took the Chair
and some 17 members and Hon. Members
attended. A slight increase in numbers as
compared to previous meetings, but there is
still plenty of room for more members.
It was decided with regret to cancel the
mixed outing on July 18th owing to the high
cost of fare.
We were all pleased to see Bill Justice at the
meeting after his recent illness.
The outside of the Club is looking very nice
having just been painted and it is hoped to
commence on the inside in the near future.
We regret to announce the death of exSgt.
J. Mullen, who died on 17th May. Although a
member of the Branch, ill health had prevented
him visiting the Club. Many will remember
him as Signalling Sergeant, 1st Battalion. The
Branch was represented at the funeral by the
Branch Secretary.
BAT AND TRAP RESULTS.—British Legion
"A", lost; British Legion "A", lost ; Old
City of Canterbury, lost ; Old City of Canter
bury, lost; British Legion "B", won ; Two
Brothers, lost; Dolphin "B", won; Post
Office Sports, lost.
Congratulations to Mr. C. Smithers on the
birth of a son on June 10th. Perhaps Charlie
will stop "Knocking Out" now.

Folkestone Branch
The June Meeting was held at the Club on
Tuesday, 8th. Lieut.Colonel C. E. Wilson
presided, supported by the ViceChairman, the
acting Hon. Secretary, and a very small number
of members.
Before the business commenced those present
stood in silence to the memory of Mr. "Dicky"
Waddup, our late Hon. Secretary, whose death,
after a very short term of office, was reported
in our last issue.
The Chairman spoke of the great work done
on behalf of the Regiment and the Club by the
late Mr. Waddup, and his passing was greatly
regretted by all. "Dicky" was a true and good
Buff. The sympathy of the Branch goes out
to his family in their bereavement.
More correspondence on the proposed Ex
Servicemen's Club was forthcoming. Some
discussion on this topic followed, and whilst it
was repeated that we cannot undertake any
financial interest in this projected scheme for
Folkestone, it was decided to invite two of their
representatives to our next monthly meeting
and to give us a talk on the proposed Club.
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NEW HON. SECRETARY.—It was reported that
Mr. Whittaker, who was going to take up these
duties, had found it necessary to withdraw.
This left things rather as they were, and Mr.
Tom Fordred very sportingly agreed to carry
on as Acting Hon. Secretary until after the
Canterbury Memorial Service on August 8th.
It was proposed by Mr. H. Fordred and
seconded that August should be an extra
ordinary General Meeting. The attention of all
members is drawn to this, in the hope that
they will turn up in greater numbers and take
some interest in the welfare of their branch of
the Association. Please note the date : Tuesday,
10th August. Meeting place: The Club,
Shellons Street.
We are pleased to see our old friend and
Club stalwart, Fred Salter, back again after a
long absence through illness. We trust that he
will be restored to a full measure of health,
and that he will again be active in his work on
the Club's behalf.
T.L.H.

Deal and Walmer Branch
LADIES' GUILD
Our Meeting was held on Wednesday, 5th
May. The meetings have been much better.
The Treasurer, Mrs. Gainey, has been carrying
on.as the Secretary. Mrs. Maxted has been ill.
The minutes were read by the Secretary,
confirmed and signed by the Chairman, Mrs.
East. The Secretary was pleased to welcome
two new members, also a very old member,
Mrs. Potter.
Our July Outing was discussed, and the
Secretary proposed calling another meeting, as
soon as she had seen about the 'buses, as the
next matter was to arrange for the August 8th
visit to Canterbury.
The second meeting was called on May 19th,
and another two new members came. Trip to
Ashford was agreed, also a day to Canterbury.
Tea was served and enjoyed. Mrs. Hulke very
kindly invited the Secretary and two members
for tea to her home. A very happy time was
spent, the two children being delighted with
the bells that were given them to play with.
The Secretary thanked her for the invitation
and the pleasant time.

Faversham Branch
Our notes are, we are afraid, sent in at
somewhat random intervals, but this is really
due to the fact that no member has the real
ability or shall we say the inclination to put

DRAGON
pen to paper. If only we could find some
member like "The Tramp", how fortunate we
should consider ourselves.
However, the monthly meetings have been
well attended. Generally we have at least
twenty members present. Were it not for the
difficulty experienced by the country members
in getting home after the meetings (only through
lack of transport) we should have an even better
attendance.
During the last months the Branch have
had some most enjoyable dart matches, that
against the staff of the Sittingbourne Post
Office being an outstanding success.
The Branch is going in for cricket this
summer, and a match against Doddington has
already been arranged.
We would like through The Dragon to thank
those branches who have so kindly supported
our Derby Sweep ; their help has been a great
asset in making the sweep a financial success,
being almost the youngest branch and a
comparatively small one, we do want to get a
little "in the kitty".
The Annual General Meeting was held at The
Ship Hotel, Faversham, when the following
officers were elected for the coming year:
Chairman — Major Harry Jackson ;
Vice
Chairman—Mr. Curtis ; Hon. Secretary—Capt.
J. Green ; Committee—Messrs. Puttock, Smith,
Darrell.
Lastly, at the beginning of our new year we
would like to express our gratitude to Captain
Green for doing all the work on our behalf.

Brighton Branch
It was with the greatest pleasure that twenty
members greeted our President, Lieut.Colonel
G. F. Hamilton, at his first meeting on 7th
June at Churchill House. We all hope that he
will come very often in future, but understand
very well if he doesn't ; the journey from
Uckfield isn't too easy.
Major Straker was an absentee with regret,
and we do hope his wife will soon be fit—
anyway, fit enough to come to Canterbury
with us all on 8th August.
Mr. Molkenthin, 1st and 3rd Battalions
(Corporal Tailor), has joined us and we bid
him welcome; likewise Captain Robertson,
who is still doing a job at the War Box.
Twentyseven members have booked places
in the 'bus for 8th August—we must fill a
thirtytwo seater, so come on Brighton Buffs.

THE

Battalion.
HTHE two main sporting
A events of the month have
been a cricket match against
our local rivals, the Innis
killings and a Battalion
individual sports meeting.
Fortunes fluctuated con
siderably in the cricket—
due in the main to some
good bowling by Sgt. Wright
we dismissed the Innis
killings for just over 50 runs
during the morning and,
ten minutes before lunch,
we had scored 15 for no
wickets when disaster over
took us ; both the opening bats fell at that
total and then the C.O., Arthur Majendie and
Gregory Blaxland all came sadly back within
the space of five balls ; yet another wicket
fell before lunch, which was taken with our
score at the miserable total of 23 for 6. How
ever, the strict orders of the Skin*s CX). to go
steady on the drinks seemed to have an adverse
effect on their bowlers while Mark Watney,
who sharpened his eye with a few gins, benefited
considerably and after lunch helped himself to
a hardhit 49, ably supported by Pte. Bucknell,
with the result that we obtained a first innings
lead of 57. The Skins fared better in their
second innings and left us with 58 to get to
win—we achieved this total with little difficulty
and the loss of only two wickets, thanks to a
good innings of 52 not out by Bucknell and the
support of Lieut. Roc. The Skins are thirsting
for revenge and we hope to give the result of
the return match in next month's notes. One
of the highlights of the game was Gregory
Blaxland's bowling—according to him he was
getting enormous spin on the ball—he certainly
did on one ball which nearly hit his toe and
was so tired out by its Spin that it could not
reach the other end and on two others which
spun off into wides, but his one wicket was
taken with one of the most cleverlyflighted
balls ever seen at Stanley ; all this bowling
followed his masterly display behind the
wickets—I have heard it suggested that his
bowling would have been better if he had
kept his gloves on.
The sports meeting was also voted to have
been a great success and was of great use in
giving Companies a pointer as to talent available
for the Albuhera Day sports ; there were no
outstanding performances, but times and
distances were about average and, as the C.O.
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said at the end, should be improved upon next
month with more training.
Various people in the Battalion drew horses
in the local National sweep, but without
success. The old firm of Blaxland and Majendie
ran a very successful Tote on the race, which
paid a dividend of 381 to the seven backers of
the winner.
Ave atque Vale continues to occur at regular
intervals. Ave this month to Jack Sayer and
Neale GordonWilson and Vale to Mackinnon,
who took with him on the Strathnaver 7179
groups, leaving the Battalion at its lowest ebb
yet ; however, the longawaited arrival of the
Lancashire next week will do more than offset
this loss both in officers and men. Also on the
Strathnaver were R.S.M. Moore and his wife,
whom we all saw go with very great regret ;
Mr. Moore had been R.S.M. here for over two
years and he and Mrs. Moore had made them
selves extremely popular with everyone whom
they met—good luck to them wherever they
may go in England ; if Mr. Moore should read
this I am sure that he will sorely miss the
subeditor now that cigarettes are 3/6 for 20
at home—there seem to be many more about
in "D" Company these days.

Sergeants' Mess
In spite of the depleted strength of the battalion, a
very successful sports day was held last week. The
Mess, as in many other sports, took its fair share of the
honours, and we are now seriously training in an effort
to do even better on Albuhera Day.
A challenge .(that was at the time thought to be
rather ambitious) was thrown out by C.S.M. Scott to
"The Rest" at cricket, and we came through victorious,
having won by five wickets.
Indoors.we are now halfway through a Darts League
(needless to say, organised by the local brewery).
Through the medium of this league, we have made con
tact with 90 per cent, of the Messes in Hong Kong and
Kowloon. We have not always been successful, but our
losses at darts have been amply compensated by the
meeting of new friends. To the team and its staunch
supporters, Friday night has now become "Holiday
Night".
4 'A "

Company

This month has been a very successful one for the
Drums, who have now reached a high standard and
are in constant demand to play at local functions.
Recent engagements have increased the Drum Funds
by $1,500 (approximately £93). The first of these was
the race meeting at the Hong Kong Jockey Club on March
13th, followed a week later by the University Sports
Meeting at Caroline Hill. These engagements brought
in $500 and $250 respectively, and both took place in
the afternoon. They were asked to play again at the
races on Easter Saturday—an allday performance for
which the sum of $750 was paid.
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When the first of the Gurkhas arrived in the Colony
two weeks ago on the Strathnaver the Drums met the
ship at the docks and played for two hours during dis
embarkation.
Our numbers were depleted by four men when the
Strathnaver left, but it is hoped that the large draft of
reinforcements due to arrive in the Lancashire will
include some Drummers.
We congratulate Sgt. Ray on his promotion from
Corporal. He is now acting as C.Q.M.S. in addition to
being a member of the Drums and attending all perform
ances. C.Q.M.S. Huntley, our permanent C.Q.M.S., is
expected back from L.I.A.P. in the Lancashire in a
fortnight's time.
Despite our small numbers, we entered men in all
of the events at the Battalion Athletic Sports held at
Stanley Barracks last Wednesday. Our tugofwar
team which had been training for some time under
C.S.M. Pawley, succeeded in beating "S" Company
and winning the final in two straight pulls. This sports
meeting was a preliminary to the Albuhera Day Sports,
which will be taking place next month. We have
already gone into training for this meeting and hope
to be able to field a team for every event.

"B" Company
We had a great many farewells when the Strathnaver
took away Groups 7479. Old faithfuls like "G.10"
Foster, "Big Bomb" Moss, "Dave" Golding, "Miss"
Canham and many others. "Moaner" Hadley went on
Python and we hope to see him back soon. 
Congratulations go to Cpl. Jephcott on being made
up to Sergeant, to L/Cpls. Belsey and Mayger on being
made up to Corporal, and to Pte. Cook on getting his
first stripe. L/Cpl. "Muscles" Double must also be
congratulated on getting into the finals of the Army
Boxing Championships at Singapore. Pte. Driscoll,
who has since gone home, was picked for the Army
team in Singapore but unfortunately was ill during the
competition and consequently never fought.
The detachment now has its own sports field—the
benefits of which were shown when the company excelled
itself in the Battalion Sports Meeting at Stanley.
The most outstanding performer was Barrago, who had
two firsts and one second. Sgt. Lyons and L/Cpl.
Double won between them all the "manly" events—
Javelin, Discus and Shot. Sgt. Nannini was second in
the 100 Yards and C.S.M. "Ginger" Mawson was third
in the Three Miles.
Our new thirty yards range had its christening on
Good Friday, when a PoolBull Competition took place.
The Commanding Officer came down and showed us all
how to group, but could not get the vital bull. When .the
"kitty" was getting fairly healthy, the hero of the
detachment M.T., L/Cpl. "Darkie" Harris, came along
and "rode" away with the lot !
Easter Sunday produced a glorious day and Major
HarrisSt. John took an excursion to the seaside. The
water was not too warm, but a good time was had by all.
A very successful social evening was held on Easter
Monday, where everyone brought with them (as
instructed in detail) : "Bring yourself, your mugs, your
jokes, and your talent", and all instructions were
obeyed implicitly. Colyer was outstanding, not only
compering the show but also singing and playing the
mouth organ.
We are all very sorry to say goodbye to Lieut. Pirn,
who has now gone to B.H.Q. to be Intelligence Officer,
and we all wish him good luck in his new post.

Rumour has it that a large draft is arriving in H.M.S*
Lancashire and we are ready to welcome them with
open arms (and plenty of guards).

"C" Company
March hares were certainly running true to form this
year. Firstly, on the 1st of March we all saw the eager
members of 72/73 A/SG's dashing up the gang plank
with all their beloved loot to obtain just a small space
in the H.T. Devonshire, "Blighty" bound. We even
heard rumours that the Old Soldiers of 114 Group are
placing orders for shipping with the boat builders of
Saukiwan. After this event, we had another surprise.
It appears that someone must have been fed up with the
legend of the White Hare and suddenly overnight white
bianco disappeared, and once again we are battling with
the skill of using our old friend No. 3. Apart from Hares
we have other forms of sport. "C" Company while still
on detachment has now got a 30 yards range on which
to try their skill, where the younger generation are
shooting for Stars or seeing Stars whilst they shoot.
It seems like a battle between Hollywood and the
Regimental Paymaster to see who have the most Stars.
We welcome to the company a new officer in the
person of Captain Sayer, who we hear is going to share
the secrets of fieldcraft with us. He can be seen daily
trudging the hills complete with explosives ready to
introduce us to our field training with a big bang !
Sgt. (Paddy) Mahon is still representing the company
in the battalion hockey team. Well done, and carry on
with the good work.
We had no sooner recovered from the loss of the H.T.
Devonshire draft when behold, in sails the old warrior
of the sea H.T. Strathnaver. Now things usually happen
whenever the "Strath" arrives, and this time it
happened with a bang ! Originally only the lucky ones
who were in possession of .tickets for No. 74/75 A/SG's
were bound for the land of coupons and civil servants,
when with only a few days to go we heard that 76/79
A/SG's ticket holders were suddenly to be whisked away
into the demob, machine. All our company employed
were more or less wiped out. For a few days the Com
pany Office looked like the House of Commons with the
Company Commander searching like a Prime Minister
for younger blood to form the supports of "C" Company
Administration. Our losses were great, and many a good
soldier went. It even took a fatigue party to tear Pte.
Hayten away from his typewriter in the Company
Office ; we believe he left in tears. With great pomp
and ceremony, out of LyeMun Barracks sallied forth
the timeex of "C" Company. We wish them luck
wherever they go. On Sunday, March 21st, 1948, the
few faithfuls who remained behind lined the rooftops
to cheer the Strathnaver on her homeward voyage.
With the "Strath" gone, LyeMun was like the calm
before the storm. Then began the process of reorgan
isation and polishing up the weapon training in order
to obtain these Stars we hear so much about. Easter
holidays began on the 26th March ; Good Friday saw
shooting on the 30 yards range with the Pool Bull in
progress. But here the trophy went to our able partner
in the detachment, "B" Company, being won by none
other than the M.T. Corporal. Perhaps his profits on
the M.T. recreational run are getting lower. On Sunday,
28th March, Major Harris St. John arranged with the
help of fellowofficers a really first class outing to
Repulse Bay, a little seaside resort which is a favourite
Honeymoon Spot in Hong Kong. It consisted of a
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swimming party and then a big feed brought forth by
"Happy Valley" Herrington, the CookSergeant. It's
even rumoured that the CookSergeant stakes the rations
on his selection at Happy Valley. It's believed that he
has much in common with the local pawn broker (What's
the time mucker). We all thank the Officers for a
jolly good outing enjoyed by all.
On the night of Easter Monday we had a detachment
social evening—a cup of char, a bun and a song! Many
uproarious events took place, such as cake eating and
lemonade drinking competitions with the tunes of
Pte. Buckle ringing in their ears. Then we had a slight
rest from fun and games until the 31st March, when we
witnessed a Grand Battalion Sports Meeting with the
detachment proceeding to Stanley Fort to participate
in many events. We heartily congratulate all "C"
Company personnel, who put up a terrific performance,
such as Lieut. RockdeBesombes, who really showed us
how to finish the three miles in style. Our other budding
members were Sgt. Nannini, our 100 yards sprinter ;
L/Cpl. Charlie Cheek, who whipped up the 220 yards
effort, and many others who helped the detachment out.
We hope next time to even improve our form.

"D" Company
This month has passed and with it have gone 7179
Groups, which left us pretty barren in the way of men ;
our company was not very strong before, but now that
they have gone we are feeling the pinch of the manpower
shortage.
With them went our Company Clerk, and you never
saw such a state of affairs as when company detail is
being attempted at being typed ; there is Sgt. Tommy
Tucker doing his best as A/C.S.M. and half company
clerk, and our Company Commander, Major Majendie,
does his best at being the other half, and between them
they get the job done—how we don't know, but they
manage somehow.
The company is no longer a rifle company ; it has been
renamed Cadre and Reinforcement Company and there
is quite a bit of work for us when the Lancashire arrives
on or about the 16th April.
Out of 15 men we managed to enter for everything in
the Battalion Individual Sports which took place on
31st March. We had one or two wins, starting with our
Company Commander, who won the High Jump and
Sgt. Nobby Clark, who won the Long Jump. Our tug
ofwar team had bad luck and was beaten by the good
pulling of H.Q. Company. It was a grand day for the
sports and might have been specially laid on for the
occasion.
We said goodbye to R.S.M. Moore this month and
we .wish him all the best of luck in the future.
We also have a newcomer to the company in Lieut.
StratfordTuke, who has just returned from Singapore
after being accepted as a regular officer ; good shooting,
Sir. Keep it up !
Our football hasn't deteriorated with our losses.
We managed to wipe H.Q. Company with a score of
8—2 over two games, and we are hoping to have the
same success with the rest of the Battalion when we
meet them.
We lost C.S.M. Turmaine when R.S.M. Moore went.
He is now at the dizzy heights of A/R.S.M. Congratula
tions to him, but for our own sakes we hope to see him
back with us soon.

C.Q.M.S. Fagg is keeping himself busy these days
trying to make a pay clerk out of Pte. Bell ; of course,
we all know what that means—plenty of hard work
on the part of Pte. Bell.

H.Q. Company
We welcome to the company Captain GordonWilson
and Lieut. Pirn.to occupy the chair of Adjutant and
I.O. respectively. We also bid farewell and good luck
in the hazards of civilian life to some sixty of the group
happy types. This last Release was a heavy one and
took a large number of old hands and changes take
place almost d'aily. For example, the Q.M. Company
has completely changed in six months with the excep
tion of very nearly old soldier R.Q.M.S. Gates and
young soldier Belsey, who is quite indispensable as the
married families' ration man.
In spite of many releases the company is doing well
in the sports. A red letter day last month was when
the Hockey Shield returned to H.Q. "x" exactly ten
years after it was last played off in the 2nd Battalion.
A very pleasant sports meeting was held on 31st March
and from talent revealed it is very probable that the
company will win the Albuhera Day Sports Meeting.

Heard from spectators at recent Officers v Sergeants
hockey match : "But my dear, you must watch the
ball. They are not experienced players " !

Support Company
Support Company has had a short life. Her nemesis
occurred on the 1st Novemberof last year, when we
changed from the India to British War Establishment,
and H.Q. Company amalgamated with Administration
Company, leaving behind a miscellany of platoons
(rather more on paper than in fact) which assumed the
imposing title of Support Company. Now the higher
gives way to the lower establishment and Support Com
pany is to be no more. And, fond of her as we are,
we hope she will remain nonexistent, for it would
appear that only when the dark threat of war looms
large will she arise again in full glory of the Higher
Establishment.
The Mortar Platoon (all six of them), we are glad to
say, remain as a separate identity and are to return to
Major Bailey's tender care, as part of H.Q. Company.
The Pioneers, bless them, are to become part of the
Administration Platoon (sometimes known as the
Q.M.'s Company), where we are sure they will flourish.
v As for the Carrier and AntiTank Platoons (a form
idable array of full 4 officers and 111 other ranks
according to the War Lords, but not a man on the ground
to show for it), their sublime and mythical existence
is brought to a sudden end.
C.S.M. Anticipated the disbandment of the company
by getting himself posted to Kowloon Infantry Brigade
Headquarters, where he assumes new and wider
responsibilities at the F.M.A. We wish him luck in his
new venture and are looking forward to the frequent
visits he has promised to pay us. The enthusiasm he
has always shown for the sporting endeavours of the
company had its reward during his last week when the
company fully held its own against vastly superior
numbers in the battalion athletic meetings. The tugof
war team, consisting of more than twothirds of the
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company, reached the final, and only gave best to
"A" Company after a prolonged and heroic battle.
Of the individuals who competed, we congratulate
Pte. Wilmott (Pioneers) on his fine win in the 100
Yards and Pte. Lewis (Mortars) on getting third place
in the Long Jump.
Our football team, which combines with '"A" Com
pany, has also been showing good form by beating
H.Q. Company in the recent knockout competition,
this without the assistance of Ptes. Fleet and Benson,
who as members of the battalion team are ineligible to
play.

MORTAR PLATOON

As again in the last month, Demob, has hit us hard.
It came upon us in such a rush that half the boys didn't
have time to argue it out with the Colour Bloke as to
how much they had in credit, so that they could have
one of those Big Weeks the old Colour simply adores
obliging the boys with (Some hopes !). Anyway, judging
by some of the presents they took home, they didn't
do so badly out of him.
Of our boys just gone, "Half . Pint" Minter will be
missed both as the Company Armourer and also on
account of the very good shows he put up on the sports
field. The armoury has been taken over by Pte. Spokes,
our indefatigable gtoreman.
After losing L/Cpl. Willson on demob., we hope his
loss will soon be made up by Pte. Benson, now on a
Cadre Course.
The shortage of personnel in "S" Company has
caused a few of THOSE meetings, and it's now been
decided to break the company up. Phew ! Roll on that
day when those reinforcements arrive and we get the
platoon up to its full strength.
To make a break from the usual E.M.D. (Elementary
Mortar Drill), the Company Commander (Captain
Blaxland) decided to take us on a little scheme a couple
of weeks back. Judging by the amount of imaginary
bombs we fire on a nearby village, there should be next
to nothing standing. On the whole it was a very enjoy
able day. Captain Hamilton (Platoon Commander)
seemed to think so, tearing. around on his motorcycle
with the signaller hanging on like grim death behind him.
Those of us who are left here close again, by wishing
our lost friends the very best of luck in Civvy Street.
(Roll on, those reinforcements !)

PIONEER PLATOON

This month we have had to say goodbye to Cpl.
Giles and "Chicko" Philpott, and as usual the platoon
is reduced to very small numbers. At present we have no
N.C.O., though we soon hope to see a certain L/Cpl.
Edwards in charge of us when he finishes his Cadre
Course. This week we will be sorry to see C.S.M. Scott
leave us to take up an appointment over in Kowloon.
We wish him the best of luck. For its size, the Pioneers
did quite well in the sports meeting held here last week.
The company tugofwar team did quite well, but after
every pull we had to look for our horizontal champ.,
"Chalky" White the painter, who spent most of his time
laying down.
We welcome back two of the old Pioneers, Pte. Adams
and "Lofty" Holden, and hope that this time their stay
with us will be longer than their previous one.

Beneath Bell Harry,
INSTEAD of calling
A these notes "Beneath
Bell Harry" I feel it
I would be more appro
priate to rechristen
them "The Diary of a
Soldier Around and
About Canterbury".
The Merry Month
of May has proved to
be a very quiet one
for the Depot. The
few bodies that are
left to keep the flag
bravely flying are daily
getting more familiar
with the wide open spaces surrounding the
Depot and Regimental H.Q. and an occasional
solitary figure can be seen moving from one or
other of the sparsely inhabited buildings on his
lawful duty.
Last week Percy Dare after 44 gallant years'
service in .the Regiment was dined out, and
during dinner messages were received from the
Colonel of the Regiment, Colonel Howe and
Colonel Vaughan.
Percy Dare is one of the slowly diminishing
past generation of Buffs and we shall find it
hard to find his like again. His knowledge of
the Regiment and Regimental property is
unique. We again want to take this opportunity
of wishing him and Mrs. Dare the very best
health and happiness for many years to come.
General GregsonEllis and the Officers of the
Shorncliffe Garrison were At Home on the
occasion of the Home Counties District Athletie
Sports. This proved to be a very enjoyable
gathering of "The Clans" where the 4th
Battalion representing their Brigade won the
Relay Race. Colonel Dewar was present,
looking extremely fit
on his return from
. Palestine.
The visit of H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent to
Shorncliffe warranted another journey abroad.
Her Royal Highness inspected the Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment, whichis now
the Home Counties Brigade Training Battalion.
Trojan work was done by Gatehouse, Conley,
Bird and Kirby, all exceptionally welltrained
young officers by the late 3 P.T.C. (Major
Lucas please note).
Preparations are being completed for the
Annual Ball to be held in the New Infantry
Barracks Gymnasium on Tuesday, 3rd August,

THE

DRAGON

147

1948, in aid of S.S.A.F.A. This should be even
more successful than ever. Anyhow, the
Committee have worked extremely hard !

(c) Units such as the Home Counties Brigade

The restoration of the Warriors' Chapel is
proceeding well. Glimpses one has obtained
show that the memorial is receiving all the care
of the Cathedral craftsman, and it is hoped
that the Chapel will be on view on Remembrance
Sunday.

Consequent on this new organisation, the
2nd Battalion of The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment on its return from
B.A.O.R. have been nominated to be the first
battalion of the Home Counties group of
regiments to undertake the training of National
Service personnel on behalf of the Home
Counties group. It is understood that this
commitment will be held in rotation at Shorn
cliffe by the different regiments in the group
and that the normal tour of duty will be for
not less than two years.

Two old sunburnt faces have just appeared
from the Far East. Webber for some leave
followed by a large assortment of various
courses, also the one and only Frenchman,
Rock de Besombes, who was determined to
try and get demobilised in Paris. Alas, in vain !
Small contingents of other ranks keep
appearing, and it has surprised us to see the
number of socalled gardeners R.S.M. Moore
has discovered for the purpose of keeping the
flower borders and grass verges up to Chelsea
Flower Show standard. But no sooner have
these gardeners shown the first signs of knowing
the difference between a dandilion and a daisy—
the time has come for them to visit the Orderly
Room to collect the necessary documents prior
to their departure for civilian life.

Training Centre as previously con
stituted are also abolished.

Therefore, on 4th March, 1948, the 2nd
Battalion of the Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment took over their new role from
the Home Counties Brigade Training Centre,
under the title of 2nd Battalion, The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent (Home Counties Brigade
Training Battalion).
The Battalion are at present organised into
four training and two holding and drafting
companies. The permanent staff for the
companies are members of the different regi
ments of the group, and each training company
represents one or two regiments as* under :—
»

Home Counties Brigade Training
Battalion Shorncliffe
A S most readers are aware, for the last year
*Mhe Home Counties Brigade Training Centre
has been established at Shorncliffe for the
purpose of completing the training of National
Service personnel who have been received from
the Primary Training Centres of regiments in
the Home Counties group. When this training
has been completed, the Home Counties Brigade
Training Centre has been responsible for holding
trainees until drafjed to regiments of the group.
At the same time all other personnel of the
regiments of the group while awaiting porting
orders, etc., have been held on strength of the
Training Centre until posted.

In order to save manpower, the War Office
at the end of 1947 decided on a new system for
the training of National Service personnel,
which in general terms can be said to be as
follows :—
(a) All P.T.C.s are abolished.

(b) Regular Battalions are now required to
undertake the complete training of
National Service personnel.

"A" Company—Queens and East Surreys,
O.C., Major P. Kealey, Q.R.R.
"B" Company—Buffs and Royal Fusiliers,
O.C., Major S. Rose, R.F.
"C" Company—Sussex and Middlesex, O.C.,
Major C. H. Marsh, Mx.
"D" Company—Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment, O.C., Major C. H.
Keenlyside, R.W.K.
In addition, the permanent staff of the
holding and drafting companies contain repre
sentatives from all regiments, and are at
present commanded as follows :—
No. 2 Company—Major P. Lewis, The Buffs.
No. 3 Company—Major B. Wills, The Buffs.
National Service trainees on arrival are
posted to the company of the regiment covering
the area where he lives. It is, of course, appreci
ated that when personnel complete their basic
training at Shorncliffe, they are liable to be
posted to any of the regiments of the group,
but later they have the chance of going back
to their own county regiments, when they
leave the Army and start their T.A. service.
All trainees during their time at Shorncliffe
wear the badge of their own county regiment.
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It will be appreciated that one major object
of the training battalion is to foster a group
esprit de corps and from all reports received
this has been achieved without difficulty, and
it is probably correct in saying that most
members of the permanent staff have welcomed
the opportunity of making new friends of
members of other regiments of the group, with
whom they have always been so closely
associated. At the same time every effort is
being made to retain the identity of individual
regiments by observing regimental days and
the establishing of regimental rooms, in which
are displayed, regimental trophies, records,
etc., which can be seen and studied by recruits.
These regimental rooms are now an outstanding
feature, and well worth a visit from any members
of the regiment who may find themselves at
Shorncliffe.
The Home Counties Training Battalions are
occupying all of the four barracks at Shorncliffe
overlooking the English Channel and with the
coming of summer, there can be few pleasanter
places in the whole of England, in which to
soldier. Sport is now in full swing, with a long
list of cricket fixtures to be played, together
with an InterCompany Cricket Tournament
being run on a league system. The unit athletic
meeting is due to take place on 19th May,
prior to the District sports meeting, early in
June. In addition, a team representing Eastern
Command is now in training to take part in
the obstacle race demonstration which is to be
an event in the Royal Tournament at Olympia.
On 2nd May the training battalion received
a visit from General Sir Evelyn Barker, who
spent two hours inspecting the recruits under
training, while on 8th June the battalion is
being inspected by Her Royal Highness the
Duchess of Kent, when it is planned to hold a
ceremonial parade, which will be of interest to
many of the young soldiers who have not, as
yet, taken part in such a parade.'
It is hoped in future issues of this Magazine
to include as a regular feature items of news
from Shorncliffe. In conclusion, it is emphasised
that all ranks of the training battalion are
most anxious that all members of the regiments
of the group, will look upon the training
battalion as a unit connected very much with
their own regiment and that any officer or other
rank, who may feel he would like to see some
thing of the work that is being done, will always
be most welcome.

4th Battalion.
,TUF
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H E Past month has been
XA an
eventful one even

though the weather has
done its best to damp most
people's ardour: "A" Com
pany took part in a three
days' recruiting campaign,
organised by the local Cadets
(4th Cadet Battalion, The
Buffs) and with the assist
ance of the Quartermaster,
his staff, the R.S.M. and
the P.S.I.s put up a good
performance. The result to
date has been six recruits,
including exC.S.M. Hellis,
who will be remembered by many old members
of the 5th Battalion. Unfortunately, the
weather refused to cooperate with the drive
and even if it did not rain continuously the
conditions rather resembled those of the arctic
regions.
Another outdoor event was the Home
Counties District Sports in which we were
represented by Lieuts. Price and French and
Privates Brown, Beeching, Farr and King.
R.S.M. Hurley was elected by Richard Raven
hill, our B.M., to be Brigade Team Captain, a
responsible job which he carried out most
successfully. Our Brigade won the 44 (Home
Counties) Infantry Division InterBrigade relay
and the team was entirely a Buff one, consisting
of Lieut. Price, Ptes. Brown, Farr and King.
As a result of this we now possess a very hand
some silver cup and the members of the team
are being presented with bronze medals.
On Sunday, 30th May, Mr. Hurley held a
R.S.M.'s Drill Parade at the New Infantry
Barracks, Canterbury, which was quite well
attended. After the parade everyone visited
the Regimental Museum and then marched to
Slatter's Restaurant, where the Q.M. had
organised an excellent meal. During the
afternoon all ranks attended a most enjoyable
rifle meeting at the Bullet Bank. The prize
winners were as follows :—
INTERCOMPANY COMPETITION (Average score
per firer).—1st, "D" Company, 17 ; 2nd, "A"
Company, 14.6; 3rd, "B" Company, 14.5 ;
4th, H.Q. Company, 14.33 ; 5th, "S" Company,
13.25.
INDIVIDUAL
CHAMPIONSHIP. — 1st,
Sgt.
Gabriel, "A" Company, Captain Butcher, "S"
Company; 2nd, Pte. Griggs, "A" Company,
Lieut, Price, "A" Company.
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HIGHEST SCORE (Practice I).—1st, Major
Hamerton, R.A.M.C., Unit M.O. ; 2nd, Sgt.
Carter, "B" Company.
HIGHEST SCORE (Practice II).—1st, Pte.
Griggs, "A" Company ; 2nd, Lieut. Hopton,
H.Q. Company.
SWEEPSTAKE.—Sgt. Abbott, "D" Company.
Friday, 4th June, witnessed our first Officers'
Mess Guest Night and we were pleased to
welcome our Honorary Colonel, Colonel D. J.
Dean, and our gallant editor, Major A. J.
Peareth. Unfortunately, Lieut.Colonel Roscoe
Reid was unable to attend owing to a previous
engagement and our Brigadier had to go to
Hamburg on temporary duty at the very last
moment. However, we hope to see both of
them at a later date.
H.Q. Company
Well, here we are again, still at it, amid a shower of
Khaki Green No. 3 and "Bluebell". Yes, we are all
preparing for our annual camp ; even the R.S.M. is
thinking of getting out his web equipment.
Things are quiet here lately, or they were, Every day
now all one can hear is "12345678", and something
about "Charlie, Edward, Don". It's alright, it's only
Eddie, our signal expert, doing a bit of P.I., He's
started a signal course in the absence of our P.S.I., who
was having a small vacation at the S.A.S., Hythe.
Last Sunday he had a very good day at the N.I.B.,
Canterbury, and quite a large number turned up. We
had a drill parade in the morning, taken by the R.S.M.,
and then everyone visited the Regimental Museum.
For lunch we went to Slatter's Restaurant, and a very
enjoyable lunch was had by all.
This was followed by an afternoon on the 30 yards
range, where the crack shots of the battalion walked off
with the money and pen knives which the C.O. presented,
after a very close shoot.
Tea was provided by the N.A.A.F.I., thanks being
due to C.S.M. Johnson, who safely piloted his truck
loaded with tea and cakes and "What have you ?" to
the 30 yards range, thus bringing a very enjoyable day
to a close.
Wishing all Buffs, young and old, all the best.
4'A"
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For many months we have had to report recruiting
has been slow, but this month a definite improvement
has been shown.
During the three days' recruiting display held at the
Abbey Playing Fields on the 25th, 26th and 27th of the
month, we joined forces with the 410 Coast Regiment
(R.A.) (T.A.), 289 Heavy A.A. (R.A.) (T.A.), Royal
Corps of Signals and the 4th (Thanet) Cadet Battalion
The Buffs. The show was inspired by Major C. F.
SinclairSt. Clair, who invited us to join, and commenced
with a convoy drive round the town, led by the battalion
carried, kindly loaned by O.C. "S" Company, and with
a loudspeaker van at the rear. After travelling through
various streets in the town the convoy drove into the
playing fields and the vehicles dispersed to their respect
ive areas. A mock battle was then carried out by the
Cadets, and a P.T. display. The show was concluded

by a demonstration of equipment by all units taking
part and the playing of the Cadets' Band. The Drums
and silver of the 4th Battalion were on display in a
store tent and causefl much interest from the gathering
on the field.
We were pleased to welcome the C.O., Secondin
Command, Adjutant, Padre and Lieut. Hannah, who all
paid us a visit and we extend our thanks to the Q.M.
and Staff, R.S.M., P.S.I.'s from all companies and the
Depot, who all gave their support in many ways.
It is a pity that our Company Commander did not
have his Corgi delivered in time to head the procession
round Ramsgate, as we feel he could have attracted a
larger crowd had he chosen to give a demonstration
"Four ways to ride a Corgi"—(1) General method with
handlebars and seat up ; (2) Seat up, handlebars down ;
(3) Seat down, handlebars up ; (4) Both down. We
understand that recently whilst riding this machine he
was attacked by a somewhat larger dog which also had
the advantage of more speed, and having gained the
initiative by securing a firm hold with both jaws on
the tail of his mack, then proceeded to remove him from
the Corgi. However, we understand that with what
legs and arms that could be safely removed from the
bike, he beat off the offending dog, but when last seen
leaving the Drill Hall was taking a different route home. ,
At the Divisional Sports, Lieut. French, who by the
way is now the Battalion Intelligence Officer, like a
true footslogger entered for the sevenmile road walk
and despite sympathetic offers of lifts on the walk,
put up a plucky show and arrived in under his own
steam.
On Sunday a good percentage of the company
attended the C.O.'s Parade at Canterbury—the pro
gramme consisted of an R.S.M.'s Drill Parade during the
morning, followed by a visit to the Regimental Museum
and lunch at a Canterbury restaurant. Firing took place
on the 30 yards range in the afternoon and the company
returned to Ramsgate smugly satisfied with a good store
of prizes. Winners were Lieut. Price, Sgt. Gabriel and
Pte. Griggs. The day was thoroughly enjoyed by all
and more would be welcomed.
Having well and truly digested the C.I.G.'s speech
about making the Drill Hall a social centre, we quickly
got visionary dreams of a new highly polished floor
with reflections of palms and ferns supplied by the
Assistant District Horticultural Officer, a romantic
band and happy couples gliding to and fro. These were
somewhat shattered when the estimate for the necessary
repairs arrived this morning, and it would have been so
easy if only the floor could be made to look like the
advert, for Mansion Polish at half the cost.
There is a general feeling that the T.A. wheels are
griding slowly, but they are gradually gaining speed,
warming up and revolving more smoothly. We hope
they will soon be whizzing round merrily.
P.S.—We congratulate the 220 yards relay team on
winning the Challenge Cup at the Divisional Sports and
feel very proud of Lieut. Price ("A" Company) being a
member of the team.
44B"

Company

We congratulate Sgt. Carter of No. 12 Platoon at
Heme Bay on obtaining a 1inch group on the miniature
range with ten rounds, thus entitling him to twenty
"Players" offered by the G.O.C. the Division.
We fear that we are beginning to lag behind'the
other companies on recruiting, but we hope that it will
be our turn to put on a spurt before camp, to which we
are looking forward greatly.
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'We* all had a most enjoyable afternoon on the 30 yards
range, following the Battalion Parade, where once again
Sgt. Carter obtained a prize.
"D" Company
Bad weather has interrupted a good deal of the
Summer programme of the company so far, but we have
been able to "get out oh the ground" a couple of times.
With luck we should be able to complete our swimming
programme, including LifeSaving and First Aid before
camp. T.E.W.T.S. and exercises are also planned in the
near future if weather conditions permit.
Socially, the coming of the Summer has caused a
falling off in attendance at our dances, and we have
decided to postpone the next until October.
Recruiting has also fallen off, despite a loudspeaker
tour round Folkestone.
Again, any old Buffs under 40, we are always there !
Last but not least, we must compliment Sgt. Abbott
on his achievement in winning the Battalion Shooting
Sweepstake on May 30th. It is still a paying job to be
in the T.A., it seems ! ! !
<<$'» Company
The last month has been a quiet one for this company
as with the, coming of lighter evenings our agricultural
members findit increasingly difficult to attend parades.
However, taking all into consideration, a fair number of
hours'training have been "logged".
We welcome back into our midst Lieut. Parslow,
recently returned from an AntiTank Course at Lydd,
a somewhat hungrier man than when he went away,
and one with a hatred of any cooked fish, this having
been his staple diet for a whole week, so we gather,
apd if he tastes another fillet it will be too soon !
A considerable amount of work has to be put in by the
AntiTank Platoon between now and going to camp
in July, so that they may reach a fair standard of
proficiency in order to fire on the range.
Talking of shooting, the Battalion Competition on the
30th proved a most successful event. Possibly not so
successful for this company, whose only claim to
distinction was to hold the other companies up. Never
mind, someone has to be at the wrong end of the list.
I suppose if our company champion could have attended
things would probably have been a little different.

2nd BATTALION
(This "copy" arrived just as we were going to
press.)
P\UE to the withdrawal of the British Element
*^of the Commonwealth Occupation Force
from Japan, it is not without pride that we can
say that this Battalion now holds the East
flank of the British Army.
As readers probably already know, we occupy
a small, hilly peninsula at the southeast corner
of the island of Hong Kong. The name Hong
Kong, being translated from the Chinese,
means, we believe, ' 'Fragrant Stream''. Where

the stream referred to is to be found and What
is particularly fragrant about it are questions
to which we have yet to find an answer.
On the isthmus joining Stanley peninsula to
the island proper lies the village of Stanley,
through which the road to Stanley Fort winds,
chmbing steeply on leaving the village until
barred by two iron gates beside which is a
guardroom. To one of these gates is affixed a
wondrous sign which leaves' the observer in
no doubt whatsoever that he has now arrived
at the Hong Kong home of The Buffs.
Once inside the gates, the road winds upwards
in a large loop passing the Pioneers' Shop, the
Garrison School, married quarters, the NAAFI
families' grocery shop, main guardroom, "D"
Company block and the M.I. room.
Here the road forks, the left fork leading up
to the Officers' Mess, the Mecca of many a
thirsty traveller, the right fork skirting the
parade ground and passing two more barrack
blocks (in which live H.Q. and "A" Companies
and Battalion H.Q.), the dining hall, bath
house, NAAFI, Sergeants' Mess and Garrison
Church.
In this pleasant green fortress, dotted with
white buildings and almost entirely surrounded
by the sea, live and work the Battalion, less
"B" and "C" Companies, both of which are
detached some eight miles distant at Lyemun.
This month has seen the settlingin of the large draft
which we received from the U.K. in April and a big
advance towards the application of a peacetime
"polish" on life in the battalion generally. The arrival
of the Band has been and will continue to be a beneficial
influence in this direction.
Mess kit has been reintroduced for the Officers (white
mess jackets, buff cummerbunds and white trousers).
An amazing metamorphosis took place in the Mess.
On May 1st there was nothing. On May 13th a Regi
mental Guest Night was due to be held at which the
guest of honour was to be our departing G.O.C. (Major
General Erskine), paying his farewell visit to us.
Between May 1st and May 13th feverish, almost
frenzied activity occurred, with the result that on the
great night, the Mess was glittering and polished, all
the officers were in mess kit, the Mess Sergeant, Mess
Corporal and all the Mess staff were dressed in white
drill uniforms, as was also the full Band, which played
outside the Mess in the traditional manher. We are much,
indebted to our C.O., whose driving force and enthusiasm
made this metamorphosis possible:
Much ground has, however, yet to be Covered before
all is shipshape and as it should be. Rehabilitation of
the barracks is proceeding steadily and it is hoped that
in the not so very distant future Stanley Fort will cease
to show the ravages of war, Chinese looters and
Commandos.
Albuhera Day was celebrated this year with a Battalion
Church Parade followed by a march past of the
battalion at which our Brigade Commander took the
salute. On the following day, Monday, Battalion Sports
were held.

THE
These are described in some detail in the following
company notes and were distinguished by a Band
Race and a Ladies' Race. The track during this latter
event closely resembled the main street of any English
town after word had been passed round that coupon
free "Nylons" were on sale around the corner.
The battalion distinguished itself at the Command
Rifle Meeting, held this month, by winning the Army
InterUnit Shield. Most of our team were subsequently
chosen to represent the Army in the InterService
Shoot, won by the R.A.F.
The cricket/football season has now officially closed,
and swimming, basket ball, tennis and sevenaside
hockey are now in full swing. In spite of the fact that
the swimming capabilities of the battalion have not yet
been assessed, we have entered a team for the Inter
Services WaterPolo League. The results of our first
few matches will be given here next month.
We have had this month a series of ceremonial duties
to perform in Hong Kong. A guard of honour for the
departing G.O.C. and the beating of Retreat at the
Cricket Club ground in the centre of Hong Kong attended
by H.E. The Governor have been our pieces de resistance.
We are at the moment Jaced with very heavy guard,
training, sports and ceremonial commitments so that
our days are full to the point of repletion.
Individual changes in the battalion have been
negligible this month and this status quo is not likely
to be upset until the arrival of the Dilwara in midJune,
and even then not to any great extent.
Lieut. Hamilton has left us for the U.K. Captain
Blaxland is attending an odd sort of airtransportability
course in Singapore, and Captain Sayer has left us to
join the Royal Engineers.
On the credit side we have drawn Lieut. Harwood back
into the fold from R.E.M.E., to whom he was attached.
This is now officially the rainy season, and in point of
fact we have had quite a few inches of rain. On the
whole, however, the weather has been hot and humid.
We hope that during this coming Summer, our friends
in England will have a fair proportion of the sunshine
which we get here and that fine days will not become a
rationed commodity.

Sergeants' Mess
At last the R.E. S/Sgt. has been persuaded to get
cracking on the Mess and it has now been partially
redecorated. This was, of necessity, a speedy job, due
to the fact that our Albuhera Dance coincided with the
dates that our R.E. member selected for the carrying
out of this work ! However, thanks to the efforts of
R.S.M. Turmaine and our President (Frank Pawley),
who were dashing around at the eleventh hour, with a
fatigue party almost as large as the Q.M.'s Platoon,
everything was in order by the time that the dance
commenced.
It was a most successful evening, attended by the
Commanding Officer and other Officers of the battalion,
and many friends from other Messes of the Colony.
At the Albuhera Day Sports, the senior ranks were
wellrepresented and some of our "old 'uns", namely
W.O.II Whitley (R.A.E.C.), Sgts. Clarke and Seymour,
proved that though they might look decrepit, they can
still run a night three mile. The finale of the Darts
League came when we attended the 25 Field Regiment
R.A. Mess, where the presentation of the Cups to the
winning team "took place". (A much used expression

DRAGON

151

during the course of the evening.) We have not y6t
recovered from our laughter after having toasted in a
most solemn manner the Local Brew.
We have now received details of the composition of
the Regimental Depot Staff and are all very pleased
to see Mr. Moore as Depot R.S.M. We wish you the very
best of luck in your new appointment, Sir. It will be a
long time before we forget the 21st March sailing of the
Strathnaver.
Are you still singing "Capito" at guest nights ? The
new Mess theme song is now "Hurrah for the E.R.E.".

H.Q. Company
ORDERLY ROOM

There are two changes since our last notes. Pte.
Kyte has moved to the M.T., and Pte. Stewart to the
Signals. This month we are losing L/Cpl. Pedersen,
who after many weary months of waiting, is on pre
release leave. He is about to be established in a good
job in the Hong Kong Fisheries Department.
On the Albuhera Day Sports Meeting we were well
represented in the various events. (See Company Notes
for details.)
Our offices are gradually all being renovated, and our
environment is brightening up.
INTELLIGENCE SECTION

The main event of this period has been a visit to
Lamma Island. The C.O., accompanied by I.O. and
L/Cpls. Fletcher and Hammond of the "I" Section,
visited the Island for Recce. This is a very pleasant
but primitive locality, which we explored. We sailed
round the island in an R.C.L. and landed at various
places. We rather optimistically took two jeeps with
us, but were unable to disembark them.
H.Q. COMPANY
First of all we say farewell to Lieut. Hamilton, who
departed on Python on the S.S. Canton.
On May 16th (Albuhera Day) we had a Church Parade
and March Past. On the next day, a Monday, we heid
our Annual Regimental Sports Day. H.Q. Company
won the day, putting up a fine show. Individual details
were as follows :—
Piper did well in the Long Jump ; and Loud did like
wise in the High Jump ; Captain McGrath and L/Cpl.
Pedersen especially distinguishing themselves in the
Javelin and Discus. Pte. Gisby came third in the Shot^
In the Three Mile, Sgt. Clarke took second place,
while Sgt. Seymour came third.
H.Q. Company, thanks to a very good 880 yards by
Sgt. Webb, took first place in the Mile Medley. Sgt.
Webb also ran a good race in the One Mile to take
fourth place.
We also took places in the 880 Yards (220 X 4) Relay,
in which Sgt. Due, R.A.E.C., attached H.Q. Company,
and Sgt. Wright were outstanding.
The TugofWar was won by us chiefly through
frantic pulling by C.S.M. Barker and others, and also
the dynamic exertions of Sgt. Diamond, who as coach
inspired them to the end ! !
To mention other sport in the company, basketball
is now in full swing, and shortly the interplatoon
matches will commence. Gisby, Reader, and the two
MX, Room players, Milton and Newton, being our
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regular members, not forgetting to mention L/Cpl.
Wardle und Cpl. Proud of the Mortar Platoon.
Football is being played, despite the heat we are
experiencing. The main idea seems to be the Mortars
and the Signals.having a dead set at each other, as
often as possible.
Baseball has come into its own, as every morning on
P.T. the habitual teams turn up to play and the now
familiar phrases such as "Ball One" and "Strike One"
can be heard.

A dance was held here on the 19th of May and an
enjoyable time was had by all.
QUARTERMASTER'S PLATOON

During the last month there have been very few items
of interest. We were sorry to see the Q.M. go into
hospital for a minor operation, but now we welcome
him bapk among us fully restored in health. While he
was away, as was inevitable, a fair quantity of work
accumulated. When the Q.M. returned, he waded into
it with Herculean fortitude, and as much as we dislike
saying it, several errors were discovered, but no more
about those.
"
This last week we were paid a visit by an Admin.
Instructional Team, who spent long hours checking
books and stores. It still remains a mystery to us, as
casual observers, what the fatigue parties and trucks were
doing rushing from one store to another before the
Admin, team reached the store. Well, sometimes it
pays to ask no questions !
On the sporting side the Q.M.'s haven't had much
opportunity to excel themselves, but we might add that
we feel from close study of the play on the tennis courts
that no member of the staff is yet ready to travel to
Wimbledon. During the coming summer months.
However, we are participating in two interplatoon
leagues—basketball and sevenaside hockey—in both
we hope for a fair amount of success.
M.T. SECTION

The month of May has been a busy month for every
one from the M.T.O. down to "Chocolate", the M.T.'s
mascot, who has just presented the section with three
indifferent pups, one black, one brown and one extraV
ordinary pup whose colour resembles Joseph's coat of
many colours.
A pleasant day was spent by all when the unit cele
brated Albuhera Day. A Sports Meeting was held at
H.Q* Company carried off the honours for the day with
the help of M.T. Section. Griffiths has now been placed
in charge of all sports and we hope he will unearth the
sportsmen who have been hiding their light under
bushels.
We welcome to the M.T. Section Mays, Mormant,
Rust, Gould, Glazier, Shaw, Lawrence, Nokes, Allan
Turner, Cotton, Duff in and Kyte. They have now
passed their Driving Tests and are fully accredited
members of the M.T.
 The unit has now taken over a 14seater bus which
will help out on recreational runs. It is nearly brand
new, and at first we felt inclined to leave it in our show
rooms,, but the transport shortage, Mother of Necessity,
forced us to put it on the road.

We received three more jeeps this month, and loud
were the rejoicings amongst the High Priests and their
like. They are not brand new. In fact they are the
result of cannabalising some twenty other jeeps. The
authorities are at a loss as to how to register them.
Pte. Ttitton naively suggested tevahd,carriages*

SIGNAL PLATOON

In the sports on Albuhera Day our gallant little
"Iska" (Sgt. Wright) did very well in the running
events, and H.Q. Company's tugofwar team pulled
spots off all the rest, and therefore we need hardly say
that the Battalion Sports Shield went to the "Brains"
of the battalion (H.Q. Company), which pleased every
one immensely (most of all Uncle Bill).
The Signal Platoon is on tenterhooks at the moment,
though as the Dilwara is nearly due and there are
rumours that one or two of the Century Wallahs are
going on it (not forgetting, of course, Polly Perkins,
Esq., i/c Signal Office), and seriously, chaps, we wish
you all the very best. A certain, local Lance may be
glimpsed here and there at odd times during the day
and heard to mutter "Take over the old 'Nerve Centre'
for a while will you, mush".
Captain Morgan, our R.S.O., is making a pretty good
job of our new course by the way, and the young hands
are beginning to talk like old hands every day.. On
Saturday mornings one sees little groups muttering
and peering over note books and asking such questions
as, "What did you say the tests on the SUC. 10 Line
'are Dick". (I wouldn't bet, but could it be that the
tests are in progress ?)
Recently, three of the Signal Platoon (Ptes. Perkins,
Brown and Clarke) had the pleasure of accompanying
the C.O. on his Recce of Lamma Island. Their job was
to maintain communication with B.H.Q. at Stanley by
wireless (22 Set), which they managed to achieve.
The party, which consisted of ten in all, left Stanley
Bay in a landing craft. Within a couple of hours they
had set foot on their first stopping place. Whether they
expected to find pirates or not is* hard to say. But they
made sure they wouldn't be caught napping by taking
rifles and fifty rounds apiece. They looked more like
pioneers of the Mayflower, and probably felt that way too.
"A" Company
, Well, here we are again, still administering the Band
and Drums as well as providing a "hotel" service for
such visitors as an Education Course, an N.C.O.'s Cadre
Course and a host of strangers who come and go,
generally at the most inconvenient time possible.
The musical side of our life is being dealt with in the
Band Notes and in the Drum Notes ; apart from that
the most important event has been the Albuhera Day
Sports which we entered as a company. Although we
did not occupy the most dignified position at the top
of the tree, we managed to beat "C" Company by quite
a few points, thanks to the efforts of Mr. Foster (winner
of Putting the Shot), L/Cpl. Knox (winner of the Three
Mile), Bandsman Bailey (winner of the One Mile), and
all those who took part in the team events. Not bad
considering our numbers are half the average strength
of the Rifle Companies and a quarter that of H.Q.
Company, the winners.^
We are busy preparing for the swimming season and
have high hopes of winning the Battalion Competition.
C.S.M. Pawley is shortly leaving us for Brigade
Headquarters, where he exchanges his mace for a type
writer ; we are sorry to see him go and wish him the
best of luck. Sgt. Ray takes over the Drums.
Our life is.made hideous by the efforts of the Garrison
Engineer's minions, who are rehabilitating our barrack
block and succeed in making life miserable by blocking
drains, covering our beds with rusty metal and removing
windowpanes during the wettest weather. But we hope
that by our next effort our home will have been
completely redecorated..
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"B" Company
Since writing last month's "B" Company Dragon
notes, the process known as "settling in" re new draft
has progressed favourably in some directions, but has
not gone unhampered by such commitments as, pre
paring for the King's Birthday Parade, N.C.O.'s Cadre
Course and last but not least "Guards"—that duty week
seems to come round with all too frequent rapidity !
However, in spite of all our worries, we found on
Albuhera Day Sports Meeting that we had some most
promising athletes. We also find that we have the
makings of a good football team, and we are hoping
for big things to come from the water polo team when
they have got in some more practice. Finally, we
expect (when we are able to get in some training) to find
some good soldiers.
The company was wellrepresented in the victorious
battalion rifle team which "swept the board" at the
InterCommand Rifle Meeting at Stonecutters, and we
expect to keep up the good record at future meetings.
No. 4 PLATOON
This last month the platoon has been very active,
at least as active as the fickle weather permits. Our
training has been badly interrupted by that element
which everyone Vanted—Rain.
We have the pleasant task this month of con
gratulating L/Cpl. Bailey and L/Cpl. Scott on their
promotion. Also L/Cpl. Vigar. and L/Cpl. Cook, who
have been selected to attend a Senior N.C.O. Cadre
which is being run at Stanley.
Two of our N.C.O.'s (the Platoon Sergeant—Sgt.
Dallen—and his righthand man, Cpl. Mayger, repre
sented the battalion in the Command Rifle Meeting
which was held at the beginning of the month. Both of
them distinguished themselves and the rest of the
platoon extends to them our hearty congratulations
on such an admirable performance.
Members of the platoon were sprinkled in the team
which represented the company at the athletic meeting
held on Albuhera Day at Stanley. Pte. Middleton has
represented the company with L/Cpl. John in the
company basket ball team.
On the whole we have settled down together, the new
and the old, as though we had always been together in
one platoon.
NO; 5 PLATOON

Since our last notes the newcomers have all .settled
in and now the platoon no longer consists of the "old
timers" and the "new draft". The platoon was well
represented in the InterCompany Albuhera Sports
Meeting held on May 19th. Sgt. Lyons distinguished
himself in both Javelin and Discus, being first and
second respectively. Pte. Barrago put up a good all
round performance in both track and field events, not
forgetting his argument over a chair with Pte. Wright
of "c" Company.
Captain Plumtree, L/Cpl. Foreman and Pte. Warrell
all put up a good performance in relay and track events.
No. 6 PLATOON
Last month (May) passed very quickly, as the platoon
has been for the most part on the various battalion
guards around the island. There has been little time or
opportunity for platoon training.
Sgt. Jephcott has gone on a six weeks' cadre to Stanley,
and Cpl. Gurney is standing in for him.

Ptes. Cobbin, Furminger and Webb are to be con
gratulated on their promotion to LanceCorporal.
Cpl. Double distinguished himself in the Albuhera
Day Athletics, as also did L/Cpl. Furminger and Pte.
Scammell.
Pte. Moloney, at present our Company Storeman,
did very well at the InterServices Rifle Meeting and
fully deserved the prizes which came his way. It is
just beginning to get unpleasantly hot now, and damp
as well, so we all enjoy any chance we get of swimming,
though there is the inevitable problem of time.

"C" Company
The company is still sitting on the powderbarrel
that is Lye Mun. The Chi'nese call this plape Lye Mun
because it is where carp could always be caught before
civilisation polluted it. Now the thing that is polluting
civilisation is the presence of a vast quantity of damaged
ammunition that is a relic of the defence of the island
in 1941. As soon as the Hong Kong Government can
work out a way to pay for the damage to the surrounding *
property the magazine containing our little headache
will duly be blown up. In our opinion the profile of the
company area will be altered somewhat. Or should we
say lifted ?
The removal of the big firecracker will take a little
of the excitement out of the numerous guards because
only a short period ago a large private of the detachment
was seen pulling a Chinese by the hair out of an am
munition chamber. Apparently the explosive is in big
demand for devilscaring material. They can have it !
May in Hong Kong has been very warm, and although
the maximum temperature was only 91, the humidity
has made everyone feel that it is impossible we ever
wore battledress on this island. However, it has its
advantages, as the latter half of the month has seen
lots of hairychested (?) soldiers, very welltanned (or
onionskinned, according to natural colouring), running
into the surf of our private beach. Every individual has
had a very determined effort at swimming. We can
boast of our success at swimming training, despite the
remarks of a certain N.C.O., who stated that it was
better to plough into the surf and drown than try to
climb the cliff back to barracks. (Did we mention that
this is why we term it our private beach ?) Anyway,
the company is spending a lot of time in the water,
even if an alpenstock is needed to get back to our little
home.
The popular feature of last month was the Command
Rifle Meeting on Stonecutters Island, where in ideal
conditions the battalion beat all other Army groups in
fine style. The company provided a good percentage
of the battalion team and our prizewinners included
the following :—C.S.M. Amos, Sgt. Perry, Sgt. O'Brien,
L/Cpl. Taylor, L/Cpl. Hickman, Pte. Smith (080) and
Pte. Williams. Well done, the digging of our 30 yards
range is more than justified by results like these. This
shooting, we may add, was done after a long trip on a
landing craft handed by the R.A.S.C., who were also
competing in the competition. There is no doubt that
this unnatural hazard was also overcome.
As usual, the company is losing a lot of old hands
with every troopship that passes through the Lye Mun
Gap. The Lancashire took away Lieut. Roc De Besombes
and Ptes. Herbert, Jackson, Stroud and Smith to the
land of cigarettes at 3/6 for 20. We wish them the
best of luck in their new.occupations.
Lieut. Papworth joined the company, in a large way,
from U.K., and Lieut. Harwood has returned to us
again. Lieut. Papworth brought a nice crowd of rein
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forcements with him, and to these we say "Glad to meet
you". The guard roster will look a lot better with a few
more names on. We are now doing all our guards at
weekly stretches and devoting the nonguard weeks to
training. One route march to BigWave Bay has taken
place and proved quite popular as this bay is perhaps
one of the best swimming places in the world. The odd
shark has been reported but it made no difference to
the keenness of our three platoons to cool off. As mess
tin cooking was the order of the day, it seems likely
that any marine killer would soon find itself pursued
by 70 hungry men if it came too near.

"D" Company
For the first time for many months we now have a
company approaching full Strength and we are at the
moment getting ourselves used to our vigorous
amplitude.
We have had the pleasure of welcoming back Sgt.
Giblett and of welcoming Sgt. Cairns to our midst from
the Regimental Police. In addition, a number of our
Corporals and LanceCorporals have reached the dizzy
heights of paid and war substantive rank.
Our biggest "do" this month was the Battalion Sports
after Albuhera Day. Two strokes of misfortune robbed
us of the Victor Ludorum, but in spite of this we excelled
in certain events. These included the High Jump and
the 440 Yards Relay Race. We had the felicitation of
seeing our Company Commander (Major Majendie)
being presented with a prize by his wife, who was
presenting all the prizes at the end of the sports.
Incidentally, Mrs. Majendie put up a decidedly jet
propelled performance herself in the Ladies' Race.
The Albuhera All Ranks Dance was much enjoyed
by those members of the company who were present at it.
During next month big things are scheduled to happen
to us. Some of us are going over to the mainland to
shoot our annual range course on Kai Tak Range,
living on the R.A.F. aerodrome during this period.
Later in the month we are due to transfer ourselves
to the detachment at Lye Mun, there relieving "B"
Company.

The Band
At last the much talked about move has occurred.
Here we are (not exactly "fullo'beans", although we
get little else) in Hong Kong after what was quite a
peaceful journey.
On our arrival here we were met T>y the C.O. and
other officers of the battalion, and we proceeded to that
"distant outpost" known as Stanley Fort. For once in
our travels we received a surprise—everything was
arranged so that we could settle down almost immedi
ately.
We have been excessively busy ever since we arrived,
hot a day goes by without the Band or at least a few of
us being called upon to take part in some function or
other.
The usual members of the Band are already well
established in the battalion football team and other
sporting activities ; also quite a few of us are well in
on the entertainment committees already.
7 We have played a few times at the Hong Kong Races,
but our luck is out except for the few who have the
gift "Creosus".

The Drums
* Our highlight has been Beating the Retreat, with the
Band, in Hong Kong on Empire Day, May 24th, in the
presence of His Excellency the Governor, the G.O.C.,
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and most of the highranking Naval and Air Force
officers. This was our first public appearance Beating
Retreat and was a great success.
We also joined with the Band in playing at the race
course, where our performance received applause;
the first instance for a considerable time that applause
has been heard at the course.
Our numbers were sadly depleted when 78 Group
left with "Taffy" York, Bill Goldie and "Van", amongst
others, sailing in the Strathnaver. And now G.S.M.
Pawley has handed over his "wailing baby" into the
capable hands of Bandmaster Foster. There is no doubt
that any success we have achieved is due to his training
and encouragement, and we take this opportunity of
wishing him the best of luck in his new appointment of
Chief Clerk at Brigade Headquarters. Cheerio, Frank,
and good luck !

Command Rifle Meeting, 1948
MATCH I. 200 YARDS DELIBERATE. TEAM AND
INDIVIDUAL.—Team : 1st, Inniskillings ; 2nd, The Buffs ;

3rd, 25 Field Regt. R.A. 9ndividual : 2nd, Sgt. Seymour,
H.Q. Company.
MATCH II. RAPID. TEAM AND INDIVIDUAL.—Team :
1st, The Buffs ; 2nd, Inniskillings. Individual : 1st, Pte.
Wicks, H.Q. Company. Winning Tearvt: Sgt. Jephcott,.
"B" Company ; Cpl. Brice, "B" Company; L/Cpl.
Watts, "D" Company ; Pte. Malhall, H.Q. Company.
Eight teams competed.
MATCH III. SNAP TEAM.—1st, The Buffs; 2ndr
Inniskillings. Winning Team : Sgt. O'Brien, "C"
Company ; Cpl. Mayger, "B" Company ; L/Cpl. Cook,,
"B" Company ; Pte. Maloney, "B" Company.
Eight teams competed.
MATCH IV. TEAM. TILE AND TARGET.—1st, The
Buffs ; 2nd, Inniskillings ; 3rd, R.A.O.C. Winning Team :
Sgt. O'Brien, "C" Company ; Cpl. Bollard, "D" Com
pany ; Pte. Gunn, "C" Company ; Pte. Smith (080),
"C" Company.
Seven teams competed.
MATCH V. TEAM TILE SHOOT.—1st, The Buffs;;
2nd, R.E.M.E. ; 3rd, Inniskillings. Winning Team :
Sgt.'Perry, "C" Company ; Cpl. Mayger, "B" Company ;
L/Cpl. Hickman, "C" Company; Pte. Maloney, "B"
Company.
Eight teams competed.
MATCH VI. TEAM TILE SHOOT (OFFICERS, W.O.'S;
AND C.Q.M.S.).—1st, The Buffs; 2nd, H.Q. Land
Force ; 3rd, Inniskillings. Winning Team : Lieut. W. F..
Brigstocks, "B" Company ; Lieut. R. A. Stratford
Tuke, "D" Company ; C.S.M. Amos, "C" Company ;.
C.Q.M.S. Day, H.Q. Company.
Eight teams competed.
MATCH VII. SECTION SHOOT.—1st, The Buffs ; 2nd,.
R.E.M.E. ; 3rd, Inniskillings. Winning Team : Lieut.
W. F. Brigstocks, "B" Company ; Cpl. Stokes, "D"
Company ; L/Cpl. Cook, "B" Company; Pte. Taylor,
"C" Company ; Pte. Williams, "C" Company ; Pte..
Maloney, "B" Company.
Eight teams competed.
The winning teams in matches 4, 5, 6 and 7 repre
sented the Army in the InterServices Rifle Meeting
and were placed 2nd, 1st, 4th and 2nd respectively.
Sgt. Perry, "C" Company, won the Individual Snap
shooting Competition at this meeting.
Major P. B. Plumptre was responsible for selecting"
and coaching all teams and is to be congratulated oh
achieving such satisfactory results.
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CAPTAINS—continued

LIEUTENANTCOLONELS.

§Rice, N. D.
§Hall, R. F., M.C. ...
Boucher, V., C.B.E....
Nicholson, J. G., C.B.E.

T/Brig., Staff, Overseas.
T/Col., Reave pending retirement.
T/Brig., War Office.
T/Col.
MAJORS.

Rose, A. J. D., O.B.E.
King, J. E., D.S.O
Knocker, H. S.
Coates, D. C.
...
...
Airy, R. A. ...
Bruce, R. P. C., M.C.
LyndenBell, P. T. G.
Dewar, M. P. D., M.B.E. ...
Parry, F. W. B.
Spear, T. H., O.B.E.
Parry, R. F., M.C
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O. ...
Williams, H. P.
Connolly, J. F., D.S.O.
Craig, B. H. ...
Tuff, C. R
Jelf, A. G
Craddock, R. W., D.S.O.,
M.B.E
Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E.
Grace, H. R
Scott, R. S., M.B.E.
Harris St. John, B. J.
LeWis, P. J. ...
Bailey, N. T.
Edlmaim E. R. C., M.C. ...
Edmeades, R. W. ...
Rawlings, A. C.
Horley, B. M.

T/Col., Staff, Overseas.
T/Rt.Col., Staff, U.K.
T/Rt.Col., H.Q. Malaya Command.
Polish Resettlement Corps.
T/Rt.Col., Staff, U.K.
52nd Gn. R.P.C.
Staff Overseas.
T/Rt.Col., Reave.
T/Rt.Col., 2nd Bn.
T/Rt.Col., Staff, Overseas.
T/Rt.Col., War Office.
T/Rt.Col., 4th Bn.
T/Rt.Col., Staff, Overseas.
T/Rt.Col. M.R.R.F.
2nd Bn
T/Rt.Col., War Office.
Staff, Overseas.
T/Rt.Col., War Office.
2nd Bn.
Staff, Overseas.
T/Rt.Col., Staff, Overseas.
2nd Bn.
H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
2nd Bn.
Depot.
Mil. Mission Greece.
Staff, A.P.M. Mombasa.
B.A.O.R.
CAPTAINS.

Raven hill, R. A. C. ...
Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E.
Dendy, R. II.
Lucas, J. P. ...
Norris, N. F. H. C. ...
Majendie, A. R.
Harbord, K. P. G. ...
Blaxland, W. G.
Gay, A. W
Bossotn, C. ...
Montgomery, D.
§ Supernumerary.

T/Maj., Staff, U.K.
T/Maj., 2nd Bn.
T/Maj., Staff, Overseas.
T/Maj., H.C. Bde. T. Bn.
T/Maj., Staff, Overseas.
T/Maj., 2nd Bn.
Reave pending retirement.
Depot.
K.A.R. Mauritius.
Depot.
T/Maj., Staff, U.K.
RLEUTBNANTCOLOlfBL.

Oliver, G. R. F., D.S.O.
Hews, G. R. D., ARC.
Proctor, G. A. H., Af.C.
Taylor, N. G. N.
Butcher, D. A. T
Gurney, A. H.
Tilleaub T.

MAJORS.

CAPTAINS,

Unit or Appointment

Name

Unit or Appointment

1/8/46
5/12/46

Rindley, P. A. N. ...
Morgan, F. de R., M.C
Poulsen, N. D.
Cox, R. G., M.C. ...
Collins, H. A.
Critchley, R. P.
McGrath, B., M.C. ...
Critchton, R. F.
May, J. F. ...
Worts, J. B., M.C. ...
Semmence, R. G. H.

... Staff, Overseas.
... 2nd Bn.
... Ranguage Course, China.
... 4th Bn.
... T/Maj., Staff, U.K.
... H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
... T/Maj., Student, Staff College, Camberley.
... T/Maj., Student, Staff College,Camberley.
...
...

D.A.A. & Q.M.G., Mombasa SubArea.
T/Maj. Tochi Scouts,
Miranshah
Pakistan.
Court, D. N
... H:C. Bde., T. Bn.
GordonWilson, N. F., M.B.E. 2nd Bn.
... Staff, Overseas.
Nash, J. P
ffrench Blake, M. A. O 'B. ... Depot Cadre, 1st Bn.
... Capt., War Office.
Hadshar, G. ...
Iliffe, R. O
... H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
RIEUTENANTS.

Dunglinson, W. G. H.
Barrett, D. P. R.
McDonald, R. W. ...
Marshall, F
Harley, D. B.

...
" ...
...
...
...

Dent, J. R
Dubois, G. R.
Peckham, A. D.
Johnson, T. S.
Squire, S. J
Thorneycroft, F. R....
Wilson, P. F.
Hamilton, C. M.
Willows, D. A.
Gatehouse, H. R. ...
Brigstocke, W. F. ...
Phillips, R. M.
Howe, R. G. ...
Griffin, C. T
Hurst, A. j. B.
Webber, J. W.
Pirn, A. H. E.
StratfordTuke, R. A.

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

Martin, H. J., M.B.E.
Ricketts, G. A.
Williams, R. J.

H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
Depot Cadre, 1st. Bn.
T/Capt., 2/1 Gurkha Rifles, Abbottabad.
T/Capt., B.M.M., Greece.
T/Capt., Indian Military Academy,
Dehra Dun.
Reave, U.K.
T/Maj., H.Q. Malaya Command.
2nd Bn. Reave.
Staff, Overseas.
H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
Staff, Overseas.
T./Capt., Staff, Overseas.
Reave, U.K.
A. F. Depot, Aldershot.
Depot Cadre, 1st. Bn.
2nd. Bn.
Malaya.
Basic O.C.T.U., U.K.
T./Capt., attached Wiltshire Regiment.

H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
... 2nd Bn.
... 2nd Bn.
QUARTERMA s UBRS.

...
...
...

Reave, U.K.
Maj. (Q.M.), Depot
T/Maj. (Q.M.), 2nd Bn.

4th Battalion.
Fames, A. G.
Gore, R. F.
Hannah, W. H.
Hopton, I. J.
Neville, F. G., M.C.
Parslow, R. J.
Price, W. J. J.
French, B. G. J.

RIEUTENANTS.

Cox, Captain F. G., M.C.
... Adjutant.
Burt, Major T., M.B.E.
... Quartermaster.
Hamerton, Major J. R. (R.A.M.O.). Medical Officer.
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Personalia
J IEUTENANTCOLONEL N. R. Reeves
^retired during the latter part of June. We
wish him the best of luck for the future, and
hope to see him at all our golf meetings.

We have received a copy of No. 1. Play the
Game. Boxing, being a new practical sports
series. This number is written by Lieut.Colonel
Dudley Lister, A.B.A. Heavyweight Champion
in 1925.
It is published by Country and Sporting
Publications, Ltd., 184 Fleet Street, E.C.4, and
is obtainable at the book stalls, price 1/.
Beginning with an outline of the history of
boxing and the rules, the author goes on to
give very valuable advice on the technique of
boxing, training and seconding. An excellent
production which we recommend to our readers
who are interested in the noble art of boxing.
We congratulate R. C. Lancaster on his
appointment as Clerk of Assize,^ SouthEastern
'Circuit. He has been Deputy Clerk of the Peace
for the County of Kent since 1941 and a familiar
figure in Kent legal circles for many years.
A cheery meeting took place in London
recently at which Captain and Mrs. Paul
Greenway, Captain and Mrs. Thomas Bruce,
Mr. and Mrs. Sydney Maiden, Major Ravenhill
and Vere Collins foregathered.
Lieut. R. A. StratfordTuke was gazetted to a
Regular commission in June.

We congratulate Captain A. G. Pickard on
being awarded the Long Service and Good
Conduct Medal, without gratuity.
The following Cadets have been given
Emergency Commissions as Second Lieuts.
R. E. Longrigg, W. J. Mowbray, K. W. Penfold.
The following officers, emergency com
missions, have relinquished their commissions :
Captains R. E. Leggett, K. S. Stowell ; Lieuts.
D. E. H. Godden, A. P. J. Mumford, J. E. A.
Tansey ; 2/Lieut. P. M. Pedersen.
W.S. Captain (Qr.Mr.) A. E. Brittain has
been promoted to be Captain (Qr.Mr.).

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
ENGAGEMENT

Mr. J. N. Findlay and Miss K. E. Allen
The engagement is announced between John
Neil, only son of the late Colonel Harold Findlay,
C.B.E., The Buffs, and Mrs. Findlay, Gold
smith's House, Canterbury, and Kestrel
Elizabeth, youngest daughter of Major and Mrs.
Stanley Allen, of Denne Hill, near Canterbury.

Future Events
Canterbury Cricket Week. — Saturday,
July 31st to Friday, August 6th, 1948.
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Remembrance Day
Sunday, 8th August, 1948
1. The Memorial Service will be preceded by
a short cefemony at which the Freedom of the
City of Canterbury will be conferred on the
Regiment by the Mayor in State. H.H. Prince
Georg of Denmark will be present.
2. The Freedom Ceremony will start at
10.45 a.m. at Regimental H.Q., Depot The Buffs,
New Infantry Barracks, St. Martin's Hill.
3. Seats will be available for all branches of
the Past and Present Association attending,
and for officers and their families who apply
for tickets for the Memorial Service. The
latter » are requested to produce their Blue
Tickets on the ground.
4. All visitors are asked to be seated by
10.40 a.m.
5. The Memorial Service in the Cathedral
will start at 12.30 p.m.
6. A light buffet lunch (price 4/) will be
available in the Depot Officers' Mess for officers
and their families who are unable to make their
own arrangements for lunch for that day.
7. Applications for seats for the Memorial
Service and Freedom ceremony and require
ments for buffet lunch should be forwarded
without delay to the Administrative Officer,
Depot The Buffs, New Infantry Barracks,
Canterbury.
8. Cars will be parked
(ia) for the Freedom Ceremony ; on
the Square, New Infantry Bar
racks.
(b) for the Memorial Service ;
(i) COACHES at Longport Car
Park.
(ii) PRIVATE CARS by the Quenin
Gate (Broad Street).
The Buffs Golfing Society.—Autumn
Meeting, LittlestoneonSea, September
18th19th. Past v Present Foursomes
Match at Canterbury, Wednesday, August
4th.
London Branch, Past and Present
Association, 22nd Anniversary Ball (Run
ning Buffet), London Bridge Hotel, S.E.I,
Saturday, September 25th, 1948. Tickets
9/6 each. Application to Mr. R. J. Collins,
90 Queenswood Road, Forest Hill, London,
S.E.23. Dress Optional.

DRAGON

Buffs Officers' ReUnion Club
J T is proposed to form a Buffs Officers' Re
* union Club. The qualification for a member
is to have held a Regular, Regular Army
Reserve, Supplementary Reserve, Territorial,
Territorial Army Reserve or Emergency Com
mission in The Buffs, or to have served in the
ranks of The Buffs and to have been com
missioned into another Unit or Corps.
Officers of
R.A.M.C., R.E.M.E. and
R.A.Ch.D., who have been attached to the
Regiment for a period of at least six months
are welcomed as honorary members.
The annual subscription will be 2/6.
Arrangements are being made for the annual
reunion to be held at the Rembrandt Hotel,
Thurloe Place, S.W.7, on Wednesday, October
13th, 1948, 7 p.m.10 p.m. Dress optional.
The cost of a buffet meal, inclusive of tips, will
be fourteen shillings.
Circular letters are being sent out to as many
officers as possible, but will those who wish to
join the Club please communicate with the
Officer1 Commanding Depot, The Buffs, Canter
bury (envelope marked Officers' Reunion
Club), enclosing the annual membership fee
plus, if attending the 1948 Reunion, the charge
for the meal.

Canterbury Cricket Week Club
^"PHE Committee has extended membership
* to officers who hold or have held Regular or
Regular
Army
Reserve, Supplementary
Reserve, Territorial or Territorial Army Reserve
or Emergency Commissions in The Buffs, for
the year 1948.
Application for membership should be made
to the Hon. Secretary, Depot The Buffs,
Canterbury, accompanied by a cheque or postal
order value one pound.

Regimental Christmas Card.
j T was proposed .this year to introduce a
standard Regimental Christmas Card suitable
to all ranks and which, it was hoped, would
also be of use to members of the Past and
Present'Association. The cards would have been
ordered and sold under arrangements of the
Regimental Headquarters.
After careful consideration, the^idea selected
by the Committee was for a card of about
7" X 5" with or without a ribbon in regimental
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Local boy
makes yood
The Ford Trade School takes promising local boys and makes
firstclass engineers of them. While in training, they get free
meals and good wages. When they qualify they can either join
Ford's staff or go elsewhere. Their Ford training ensures that
they will uphold the traditions of British engineering.
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Every day is a sunny day—if your system I
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HOW'S YOUR FEET?
Painful skin troubles are quickly relieved
when you apply Germolene Ointment.
Such things as blisters, cuts, footrot, sore
toes, burns, abrasions and other skin
complaints like eczema, pimples, irritating
rashes, quickly yield to the soothing,
healing touch of Germolene. By pene
trating into the skin Germolene draws out
dirt and "matter", so relieving inflam
mation and itching. If you have hot
swollen feet bathe them, dry them, and
apply Germolene and they'll soon feel cool
and comfortable. You will find Germolene
a great standby.
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colours, a bold dragon badge in gold or blue
and a simple form of greeting on page 2 of the
full page inset.
On page 3 was to have been a uniform plate
in colours of a Pikeman 1572, or Officer of Pike
men 1572, being the first of an annual series
of plates of regimental uniform figures. These
plates to be so arranged that they could easily
be removed for either framing or mounting in
an album and a collection thus gradually
built up.
However, on the receipt of specifications and
estimates it was found that a suitable card
could not be produced for sale at a reasonable
price, the chief reason being the heavy purchase
tax of approximately £50 on an order for 2,000
cards.
In view of the heavy purchase tax, the Com
mittee, with the approval of the Colonel of the
Regiment, decided not to proceed with the pro
duction of the card.

Reference Books for Officers
studying for the Staff College.
1. There is a serious shortage of reference books for
officers studying for the Staff College.
2. Over seven hundred officers sat for the examin
ation in February, 1948, and it is expected that even
more will sit in 1949. The only source of reference books
for most officers is Command libraries. The number of
copies of any one of these books seldom exceeds four in
each library and is usually less, particularly in overseas
commands. Additional copies cannot be supplied to
libraries as the majority of the books required are out
of print and no date for reprinting can be given.
3. A list of the books required is given below. A gift
by those in possession of any of these books would be
appreciated.
4. Books should be sent either direct to the War
Office (A.E.5), or to O.C., Depot The Buffs.
Wavell—The Palestine Campaign.
Massey—The Desert Campaign.
BowmanManifold—An Outline of the Egyptian and
Palestine Campaigns.
Wavell—Allenby, Soldier and Statesman.
Monash—The Australian Victories in France.
MontgomeryMassingberd—The Story of the Fourth Army.
Dewar and Boraston (ed.)—Haig's Despatches : Dec.,
1915 to Apr., 1919.
Montgomery—El Alamein to the Sangro.
De Guingand—Operation "Victory".
Moorhead—African Trilogy.
Shulman—Defeat in the West.
Fergusson—Beyond the Chindwin.
Fergusson—The Wild Green Earth.
Leese—Brief History of the Operations in Burma.
Edmonds—History of the Great War—1914. France and
Belgium. Volumes I and II.
Maurice—Forty days in 1914.
Spears—Liaison, 1914.
WilliamsEUis—The Tank Corps.
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The Dragon Club Dinner
June 30th, 1948
'"THOUGH London looked drab that after
* noon, the drawingroom on the Ladies' side
of the United Service Club became for all too
brief a period, as it seemed, a scene of be
wildering and happy encounter embellished by
beauty in billowing "New" or "London" look
frocks.
This tea party where old friends congregate
to snatch brief glimpses of jolly incidents of the
past serves as a good curtain raiser to the
principal event of the day.
All who attended the dinner will surely agree
that this was the greatest success. The wine
was good, the food was excellent and even
sufficient, whilst the number of diners itsell
constituted a record not equalled for many
years.
A welcome return to old custom was the large
number who donned tails, though it must be
admitted as a matter of some surprise that our
sartorial correspondent let the side down by
appearing in a dinner jacket ! The wearing of
full dress afforded many gallant fellows an
opportunity to display breasts full of medals
whilst those even higher in the hierarchy oi
heroes appeared with glittering stars suspended
from silken ribbons around their collars oi
attached to the breast of their coats. Probably
the most noteworthy of these was one. dis
tinguished officer, not yet reached his half
century of years, who spent some time recently
in the company of numerous foreign potentates.
He resembled a modern edition of a male
Boadicea, for upon each bosom he displayed
glittering stars as large as breastplates—tokens
assuredly of sterling service and the high esteem
in which the aforesaid potentates justly regarded
him.
A happy thought was the arrangement of
seating at one table entirely and exclusively
devoted to those who served a quarter of a
century ago under Lieut.Colonel R. E. Power
at Gibraltar. He took the head and was
supported on each flank by his two senior
henchmen of that epoch, Lieut.Colonels Lucas
and Crookenden. Ranged as they had sat on
so many happy occasions in the past were those
who had been captains and carefree subalterns.
The older members of this fraternity have been
relegated by the course of time to the seclusion
of the retired list, but there were others amongst
them who, mere boys in those distant days,
have now planted their feet firmly on the slopes
of Olympus and are wellplaced in the climb
to the pinnacles of fame.
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When the Colonel of the Regiment had
proposed and we had drunk the healths of His
Majesty the King and our new Colonelin
Chief, His Majesty the King of Denmark,
General Scarlett made a short speech welcoming
to our midst His Highness Prince Georg of
Denmark, who on this occasion represented
our ColonelinChief. The young Prince replied
in a felicitous and witty style very pleasing to
all his audience.
A jolly part of this annual event is the closing
scene when, dinner and toasts being over, all
rise from their places and intermingle for a
while in happy groups to renew old friendships
and exchange a medley of words with tongues
loosened a little by the good wine quaffed.
Then, with surprising speed, midnight
approached and yawning stewards gazed
anxiously and pointedly towards * the exit as
lights began to be switched off. And as the
happy revellers departed, some to explore
London's night life and others to repair as
decorously as circumstances permitted to bed,
the sixtyeighth meeting of the Dragon Club
became yet another joyful memory of old
comrades.
The names of those present may be seen
below —
MajorGeneral Hon. G. Scarlett (in the Chair). Major
Generals Sir J. Kennedy, H. de R. Morgan.
Brigadiers J. F. Whitacre Allen, V. Boucher, E. F.
Hall, A. D. McKechnie.
Colonels D. J. Dean, C. R. B. Knight, E. F. D. Strettell.
LieutenantColonels E. A. Airy, M. Beevor, R. W.
Craddock, J. Crookenden, B. E. HammondDavies,
M. P. D. Dewar, G. F. Hamilton, N. E. Hoare, G. R.
Howe, J. E. King, Guy Lee, D. S. Lister, L. W. Lucas,
E. P. C. Bruce, K. M. C. Mallam, A. G. OdlingSmee,
G. E. F. Oliver, R. F. Parry, R. E. Power, N. R. Reeves,
T. R. Reid, W. H. Rowe, T. H. Spear, A. F. St. A.
Turner, J. R. P. Williams, H. P. Williams, J. R. Willows,
C. E. Wilson.
Majors J. S. Blandford, D. C. Coates, H. A. Collins,
L. P. Critchley, F. G. Crozier, E. L. C. Edlmann, P. R. H.
Fox, H. L. Archer Houblon, H. W. Jackson, H. Milton,
D. Montgomery, N. F. H. C. Norris, A. J. Peareth,
R. A C. Ravenhill, R. J. Tuke, R. W. M. Webster.
Captains C. Bossom, L. P. Causton, D. M. Court,
E. G. Cox, K. P. G. Harbord, H. G. C. Morley, G. P.
Mount, C. H. Reay, N. G. Wale.
Lieutenants H. R. Gatehouse, C. M. Hamilton, J. W.
Webber.
GUEST

HH. Prince Georg of Denmark,

R.T.

Round and About
By The Tramp
The Best County
READERS of these
v notes
may have
noticed from time to
time that of all parts
of England I consider
our County of Kent
the most delectable.
This is not to say that
I have not found others
which had strong claims
to my admiration and
respect. Parts of Sus
sex, Gloucestershire
and Worcestershire
have
on
occasion
aroused my enthusiasm.
Even Essex, especially that part that lies on the
Suffolk border, has made me say : "This is not
half bad". But Kent gets top marks after every
comparison. There is, for one thing, a greater
variety of landscape in Kpnt than in any county
I have seen. What could be more different than
the wooded and hilly Weald and the levels of
Romney Marsh or the rolling cornlands of
Thanet.
Some day, if the poetic muse visits me, I shall
devote myself to the County with as much
affection, but, I fear, far less effect, than
Kipling expended on the neighbouring county
in that memorable poem entitled "Sussex".
When and if this is done it shall be submitted
to the Editor who, quite rightly, prefers prose.
Having had the honour of serving under him
as Assistant Editor, I have read some of the
verses submitted for publication in The Dragon.
The Heart of Kent
The other day, in my continued and as yet un
successful search for an abiding place, I decided to
look again and more closely at the country which lies
south and westward of Ashford. It had always drawn
me during fleeting visits, usually by'motor car, but
I now determined to get closer to it. As time was
limited and as my feet are not ascapable of walking as
they were, I decided to use a push bike. So we (that is
my wife and I) took train from London to Ashford,
which was to be our railhead. Our bikes were in the
van at a cost which is about equal to the fare we used
to pay for our own journeys in the bad old days. We
ourselves sat in a train which after about an hour cleared
the Kentish suburbs of London and then deviated into
the beautiful valley of Eynsford and Shoreham. It
was a coolish and cloudy day ; English Summer at its
most characteristic, but not at its best. However, the
view through the windows was good enough to cause us
both to exclaim, without much originality, that it was
marvellous that such landscape should be within 20

THE

DRAGON

miles of London, i pointed out that it was at Shoreham
that Samuel Palmer, the painter, produced some of his
best pictures over a hundred years ago and that Lord
Dunsany, the poet, has his English country seat.
At Otford the hand of the builder becomes too visible
and the prospect pleases less. Thence to Maidstone the
country varies a good deal, but in places it has con
siderable charm. Here also are to be seen the first
orchards which distinguish the county. Maidstone is
now an industrial town, a civic centre, but it retains
much of its former dignity which even multiple shops
and excessive motor traffic have not completely des
troyed. Beyond Maidstone one immediately enters
into rural Kent. The railway line does not pass near
Leeds Castle which, in my view, is one of the most
impressive mediaeval relics in the country. Instead,
it veers towards the downs which sweep on above
Lenham and Charing, through Chilham and on towards
the Stone Street and Dover and Folkestone. But Ashford
was our destination. Our train was a real "stopper".
No wayside station was ignored and as it went on its
Leisurely way we were able to look at Charing and
Hothfield. I recalled two or three visits to the latter
place in the war years when one of our battalions was ,
fortunate enough to be housed in Lord Hothfield's
country seat.
And so finally to Ashford, where we recovered our
bicycles from the van and went to talk things over
with house agents. Armed with some "orders to view"
and that optimism in the face of many disappointments
which distinguishes homeseekers, we set off sedately
out of the town and down the Tenterden road.
The "Dens"
We were entering the district in which*the termination
"den" marks places of particular character. Our first
stop was at an Inn on the outskirts of Great Chart.
Here on a wooden bench outside a good Whitbread
House we ate our sandwiches and drank a glass of
hitter beer. We had alsp prudently brought a Thermos
flask of hot coffee with us. I say "prudently" because
there was a cool wind and the sky was quite sunless.
We walked up the hill through the village which is
almost all really good. I was vaguely reminded of
Broadway in Worcestershire, which is more of a show
place and therefore less of a village. Broadway was
years ago "adopted" .by literary, stage and artistic
people and as a result it was unduly preserved. When
I last saw it,, it seemed to be a place devoid of villagers.
Not so Great Chart, which, from one end to the other
where a dignified square towered church crowns the
hill, is as true and real as any village could be.
I noticed, in passing, that the village school is not
the least attractive building in the place. This is, to
say the least, unusual in England.
By now we had realised that we were pedalling
against a most contrary wind. This handicap continued
to afflict us throughout the day, except on the occasions
when the road wound a bit and gave us relief.
Wooden Houses
We soon made Bethersden and gave up a few minutes
to this very pleasant village, but our objective was
Smarden, which we reached by a roundabout route
which took us through pleasant and seemingly prosperous
farmlands and orchards. We came by chance upon the
headquarters of the firm of Colt, which specialises in
wooden houses. Further investigation seemed desirable
and we invaded the "factory" area. It is a gross mis
nomer to use this word for never could an industry be
more attractively situated. Nor, indeed, could the
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product be more in keeping with the surroundings. In
the office, built of cedar wood, we were courteously
given all the information we wanted and left with a
strong feeling that a wooden house would be the very
thing. We are not agricultural workers and therefore
the necessary permit would be less immediately obtain
able, but .... one can but try.
We looked at a small farm house later with an order
to view, but soon realised that the occupant wished
quite wisely to continue to live in it. It was therefore
pointless to go abidding at the auction which was quite
unnecessarily to take place next day.
Headcorn
This place I had long since known from the windows
of railway trains and the house we were to see here
proved as unsuitable as most of the village, the heart
of which has much to recommend it. Its principal
drawback is its tendency to grow too big and too quickly.
It is too conveniently situated.
Turning our backs on Headcorn and facing the S.W.
wind again we took the long, very Roman road towards
Tenterden. This was the hardest part of the ride and
we had eight miles to go to our destination, which was
High Halden, where we were to stay the night with a
new friend at a farmhouse.
We were glad to reach Biddenden for several reasons.
First, to get a most unusual glass of whisky as a reward
for our labours. Next, to see the historic and charming
village and finally, to turn Eastwards and so get some
benefit from the stiff breeze.
Westwards
Next morning, refreshed by a comfortable sleep and
generous hospitality, we set off to Tunbridge Wells and
again put our heads into the prevailing wind.
Again we passed through Biddenden and could not
resist a look at the fine church in which we observed
tablets of interest to Buffs. The wind had brought up
rain and we had to seek shelter several times, but not
before we had been pretty well soaked.
We planned in our innocence to find lunch at Sissing
hurst, but the church clock showed one minute to 2 p.m.
as we rode into the village, wet, thirsty and hungry.
The inns were shut and there was nothing to eat any
where. We duly cursed our strange licensing laws and
thought how differently we should have fared in any
comparable French or Belgian village with its ever open
cafes.
To cut a long story and a longer ride short, we finally
reached Goudhurst up the longest and most punishing
hill we had met in these parts. Here we had a cup of
tea with friends and dried ourselves before we set off
on our last lap to Tunbridge Wells.
The weather was in and out, as they say, and we
were soaked twice. Our only adventure on this journey
occurred during this period. There is a point where
the road joins the main Hastings—Tunbridge Wells
road. Riding up to this confluence with our usual care,
for we are perhaps the two most cautious cyclists in
Europe, we looked left and right to see if the way was
clear and saw no sign of traffic. There was a small
knot of people apparently gossiping near what seemed
to be an A.A. box at the junction. So we rode sedately
over to the lefthand side of the Tunbridge Wells road
and, as we did so, heard a voice behind us call, "Hi !
there". We turned to see a young Kent County Con
stabulary officer wearing the medal ribbons of the last
war. I wondered what he might want. It* occurred to
me that he was going to warn us against highwaymen
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or to ask if we had seen an escaped convict. It certainly
did not occur to me that we had broken the law and were
criminals ourselves. But so it was. The young policeman
severely asked us if we had seen a "Halt, Major Road
Ahead" sign as we came up to the junction. I replied
that I believed that I had. "But you did not halt",
he replied sternly. "No," said I weakly, "the road
was clear both ways for what seemed miles." "That
makes no difference," was the answer, "the law says
you must stop."
Here I murmured something with a contrite sound,
hastily curbing my natural inclination to roar with
laughter or to say something aggressively sarcastic.
My discretion, however, prevailed and I decided that
it was better not to fall foul of the Law which is so busy
combating the crime wave and dealing, shorthanded,
with felons like my wife and me. I pictured being
haled before a stern Justice of the Peace and being fined
and lectured on my disrespect as well as my disregard
of the very necessary road safety regulations. So
I forbore to point out that I had been riding a bicycle
before he was born and that I employed excessive
caution when seated on one of these machines. It was
as well for he contented himself with saying, "Well,
don't do it again", much as schoolmasters used to
address me in days long ago. And we went on our
way, duly chastened. When out of earshot we roared
with laughter, as schoolboys da when at a safe distance
from authority.
About three miles further on as we pedalled with
difficulty through another deluge we were passed by
this zealous young officer who was driving one of those
comfortable and speedy motor cars which are the bane
of gangsters and other law breakers.
At Tunbridge Wells we sought the aid of Britisfi
Railways (Southern Region) and so went on to Lewes
and Hay wards Heath, the end of a journey which we
enjoyed in spite of wind and rain.
The Tests
As I write these last words commentators from Old
Trafford are telling us that the match is fizzling out in
intervals of rain. So England's hope of recovering the
Ashes goes with English weather.
I saw the last hours of the debacle at Lords and it
was enlivened by some vigorous batting and even more
vigorous running by Godfrey Evans, the Kent wicket
keeper, but otherwise it all had a funereal atmosphere.
However, the English showing at Manchester has done
something to offset the previous failures. Leeds and
The Oval will show if the recovery is a real one. Already
the pessimists have been suggesting drastic alterations
in our Championship system. All that is really necessary
is some more fast bowling in England. Perhaps when
there is more beef in our diet we may breed men like
Arthur Fielder, Walter Brearley, F. R. Foster and
others who could produce pace and maintain it through
a real English Summer. And, what is more, let the
Australian batsmen taste it.

The Buffs Golfing Society
"THE notices relating to the Autumn Meeting
* to be held at LittlestoneonSea during the
weekend September 17th19th have been
despatched to all members so that at the

moment these notes are being read the Hon.
Secretary will be busy clocking in, by the score
we hope, the confirmation of the 62 potential
entries already received. In this leaflet appears
the Hon. Secretary's comprehensive report of
the Society's activities since the war, together
with a statement on the financial situation of
both the Society and Reserve Funds. A copy
of the leaflet will be gladly sent to anyone
interested. In the meantime the following
information will interest all. It is that on June
30th last our membership was as follows :—
Playing Members
...
NonPlaying Members ...
Total

...

109
167
276

A fine and unsurpassed record, but it must
not be overlooked that there are 300 rungs to
our ladder so we are still in need of another
24 members before we can hoist our flag to
the top !
No accuracy is claimed for the number of
nonplaying members as given, since we still
have to hear from those shown in our records
with neither an asterisk nor handicap against
their names whether they are on the active list
or not. A postcard from these would be very
welcome and yery helpful.
MEMBERSHIP

Here are the names of those who have enrolled
as members during the past month :—
Majors A. A. Huckle and N. G. H. Taylor,
Captain A. E. Brittain and P. V. A. E. Jackson.
Another 24 and up goes the 300 !

Early Days
OECOLLECTIONS of old days, stirred by an
^account in The Dragon of an officer joining
the Regiment, have prompted me to jot down
some experiences of my own.
The outbreak of the Boer War found me at
the R.M.C. at the age of 17, and because
officers were needed quickly I only stayed
there one year. Some of my friends were there
but six months, the result of a passing out
examination held at short notice. Thus three
other Buffs got six months start of me. They
were Fort, Soames and Chichester. As things
turned out I was none the worse as all these
good fellows were killed in World War I.
I enjoyed my year at the R.M.C., except perhaps
for one incident, when I took quite a minor part in the
ragging of the French Master, as a result of which I was
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hauled before my Company Commander (Captain
Pearson of The Buffs) and reduced from Corporal to
Private.
Leaving the R.M.C., I and some sixty other excadets
were packed off to the School of Musketry at Hythe
on the unattached list. Here one spent an incredible
time peering over rifle sights on the tripod, and learning
by heart chapters of the Musketry Regulations. Among
the batch were three other future Buff officers. They
were Harley, Potter and Gould—now, alas ! also all.
passed away.
I suffered another reverse here, as although word
perfect in the chapter set me, the examiner lent out of
the window during the whole of my very able recitation.
When he eventually turned round I had completed my
piece, so was justly, I think, irritated by his remarking :
"I haven't heard a word", and retorted unwisely :
"I'm not surprised, as you have been looking out of the
window all the time." It is significant that he passed
me without comment and that it was the only subject
in which I did not get a "D".
I took my grievance to the Wing Commander, who
happened to be another Buff, Major H. C. de la M. Hill,
familiarly known as "Sausage Hill". However, I got no
change from him, though he didn't know then that he
had an embryo Buff to deal with.
Whilst at the School, H.M. the Queen died, which
cast a profound gloom over the whole Nation which
seemed to sense that a new era had dawned.
Nearly our whole term, having been cofnmissioned
to their regiments, found themselves once again united
on board the P. & O. bound for Table Bay in April, 1901.
I remember the sea was as smooth as a lake and that the
voyage was great fun. It was interesting to see one's
friends dressed out in the uniforms of their regiments.
On arrival at Cape Town, owing to there being an
outbreak of plague, it was decided to run the train
through the town in order to avoid any complications
about quarantine. So we pulled out without having had
an opportunity of exploring it. Passing through the
Cape Province, we were impressed by the wonderful
scenery, the masses of lilies and the general wildness
of the landscape. It was nearly the last journey that
I made, as a fellow in the next compartment who had a
new rifle let it off by mistake into the back of the seat,
on the other side of which I was sitting, just missing me.
Owing to the raiding Boers, the train did not run at
night, so we took a long time to reach Pretoria. The
train went so slowly when it did go, that we were able
to get out and run alongside, while it panted up the
grades. On reaching the top, of course, it gathered
way and we had to hop up again before it got too fast.
We made a long stop at Kimberley, and there I was
told that a Buff Officer was Station Staff Officer.
I therefore paid a call on him and found Captain C. D. K.
Greenway, who was extremely nice and at once asked
me to dinner. I remember waiting for the summons to
the feast, but the gallant Captain forgot about it in the
press of his duties.
Eventually I arrived at Balmoral, where the H.Q.
of the 2nd Battalion were. As the train drew in,
I observed a little group around a Maxim guii which had
apparently jammed. I happened to alight at the very
spot. Seeing an officer, I went up to explain who I was,
but being busy with the gun he paid me little attention,
so I remained there waiting until he was free. After a
time, seeing that no progress was being made with the
stoppage I volunteered my help. I might say that I had
a Certificate from Vickers. It was therefore the work of
{continued on page 160)

159

Mixed Grill
Y^\NCE again back to
^^Manila, so that I
may plead guilty to the
kind "treacherous
memory"
reprimand
administered to me in
the June Dragon by
my old friend "J.C.".
How glad I am that he
has put things right
not only by telling the
true story of
all
interesting happenings,
but also of the good
show our side really
put up in which, let
me add, he played the most prominent part.
But before a final farewell to Manila, let me
recall one item which has not yet been referred
to in The descriptions of the avalanche of
hospitality showered upon us. This was the
parade by our American hosts of all their ponies
and their saying : "Waal, boys, these are all
we have. Try them out. Choose those you
like best, and we guys will do with what is
left." What a pleasure it is to recall this most
generous gesture in the field of sport amidst the
unfortunate hysteria which so frequently
arises today.
FINE FEATHERS

And now to add some more gay plumage items which
obtained when I joined in 1897
(a) The braided and much padded patrol jacket
with which was worn a stiff and rather high cap bearing
a silver Dragon, and the peak of which, if I remember
rightly, was edged with gilt. A great favourite this,
as was the frock coat later, for visits to photographic
studios, now almost entirely forsaken with " Fine
Feathers " a thing of the past !
'(b) The blue riding breeches with red stripe designed
by our then Adjutant, the late Colonel Geddes, with
which was worn a black laced up stohwasser legging
cut to perfection to fit the calf. This was the combination
which replaced the "new look" calflength blue shorts
and the "special gaiter boot in one piece" referred to
by Major Elderton. But how brief was the life of this
smart and gay apparel, since within a month or so of
paying for it, we were ordered to shed it in double quick
time. How well I recall the sensation aroused amidst
the ruling authorities when, on our departure from
carefree Ireland, we marched into disciplined Brighton
in 1898 arrayed in these "Fine Feathers", so admirably
suited to the atmosphere of the place, but not one
square inch of which below the belt was in accordance
with Dress Regulations.
(c) There was also the "Swagger" cane with the
dragon engrayed on its silver top. Maybe one younger
than I will tell when the demise of this actually took
place ? That is to say if it was not on the day when
"swagger" was finally and definitely put to sleep with
the arrival of the beret and battle dress !
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(d) In addition, although not actually a uniform
item, it must not be overlooked that during this period
one was in imminent danger of losing one's commission
if one failed to grow a moustache, but whether waxed
or not was left to individual choice ! How well I remember
the personal reprimands I received from the late Field
Marshals Sir Evelyn Wood and Lord Methuen on
account of my barren upper lip. And was not that
most gallant, illustrious, and loveable Buff, the late
Colonel Julian Hasler, only saved by the outbreak of
the First World War from being passed over for com
mand for committing the same heinous offence ?
(e) And finally 'was not the period in question also
the "nightshirt" era ? Maybe not for officers—this
I cannot recall—but certainly for "other ranks" since
it is only today that I read of the Secretary of State
for War describing pyjamas as a necessity and not a
luxury for soldiers !—a subject with which The Times
dealt so delightfully in its fourth leading article of
June 10th entitled "Pyjamas on Parade", from which
I take the following extracts :—
"The issue of blue pyjamas to the Horse Guards and
red to the Life Guards will make a fire alarm a cause
for rejoicing. As the decorative hosts fall in on the
moonlit square and inspecting officers go round to see
that all cords are done up in regulation fashion, glorious
technicolour must be present to secure world rights of
the gay parade."
"It would have been far otherwise in the old days of
nightshirts and still more of nightcaps. The dignity
even of a Highland regiment would collapse into a
military nightmare if the men appeared like Wee Willie
Winkies, rinning in their nichtgowns."
So let us live in the hope, not only of the early arrival
of Buff pyjamas, but Buff berets too since I also read of
the early introduction of all manner of colour schemes
in their direction.
H.H.C.B.
Early Days—continued from p. 159
a moment to set the machine going. I will not attempt
to justify my very tactless action, but I must record
that I got a very dirty look from the officer, who was
none other than the adjutant !
The next fortnight I spent in my own company in a
bell tent. The reason or, as I thought, the pretext, was
that having passed through Cape Town I ought to be
placed in quarantine. When my period of incarceration
was over, I must say I had a most cordial welcome from
all and sundry, and was lucky to be posted to "H"
Company, commanded by Jim Ronald, whom I had
known at home. Thus commenced 31 years of soldiering
that I shall never regret.
J.C.

Poaching Occasions
TT used to be said that poachers make the
*best soldiers, and despite mechanization, this
is probably still true to a large extent.
Some, nevertheless, are just ruffians, but
most of the poachers I have met are cheerful
rogues. Like the creatures they hunt, they also
are liable to be the prey of keepers and the
police or indignant landowners. This makes
them alert, cunning 'and elusive. They are

usually experts in the arts of venery, and are
good woodcraftsmen and marksmen. These are
just the qualities that go to make a good fighting
soldier.
Here are a few yarns about them for the
entertainment of Dragon readers.
1. Pat Maloney and the Salmon
When the 1st Battalion was stationed at
Fermoy in Ireland during the "Troubles" in
1920 we had a detachment of two platoons at
Castletownroche. It was a glorious summer,
so sometimes we used to go down to a beautiful
deep pool on the Eiver Awby—a tributary of
that famous salmon river the Blackwater—
and bathe. This was an armed picnic, for we
marched down in patrol formation, each man
carrying a loaded rifle and a few spare clips of
ammunition. Then, whilst half the party
bathed, the other half did picquet duty.
One radiant afternoon, whilst officers and
troops were disporting themselves in the
swirling pool, Pat Maloney appeared on the
scene as stealthily as an otter. Everyone knew
Pat in the village. A harmless kind of chap he
was, entirely. Soft spoken and polite. Sure now,
and he wouldn't harm anyone, the creature.
All the same he probably marched with the
"bhoys" of a night and tomorrow, likely as
not, would be lurking in an ambush for the
mail van. They were all like that. Pat grinned
slyly as we stood drying ourselves on the bank,
but he said not a word. From his old coat
pocket he produced a length of fishing line
with a bright "spoon" on the end and cast it
in at the head of the pool where the river
gushed between two rocks in a cascade. For a
few minutes he crouched there peering intently
into the pool. Suddenly the line tautened and
ran out a little between his fingers. Deep down
in the dark waters a great streak of silver
darted about frantically, but Pat wasted no
time. Rapidly he hauled in his line and hoisted
a beautiful fresh run salmon on to the bank.
Pat pounced on it like a cat and despatched it
with a deft stroke on the head with his stick.
"Ah !" he exclaimed, speaking for the first
time. "Tis a foin fish, so it is. And would your
honour like it for the mess, sorr ?"
"Pat !" I exclaimed with assumed indig
nation, "you're a blackguard, poaching like
that ! Don't you know that fish belongs to tTge
gentleman up at the Castle, and you've no
right to it ?"
"Ah well, yer honour, if I didn't have him
one of them bloody Sinn Feiners would be after
poaching him, so they would. And I thought,
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maybe, he would make a nice supper for the
officers."
"Pat", I answered, "you surely cannot
expect me to buy a poached salmon from you
like that ?"
"In deed no, sorr ! You're right. I shouldn't
have asked your honour." Whereupon he
picked up the fish and stowing it away in an
inside pocket began to slouch away.
"Oh, Pat !" I called after him.
"Sorr !" he replied, halting a moment.
"Patrick Maloney !" I continued in severe
tones, "I said that on no account could I buy
a salmon poached under my eyes like that—
and nor could I, you understand ?"
"No, your honour, you could not, of course,
and you a gintleman."
Once more he began to move away.
"Wait a minute, Pat !" I commanded.
"Now listen to me. I dare say if you were to
come up to the house and were to offer to sell
us a salmon it is possible we might be wanting
one."
Pat Maloney grinned understandingly and
went on his way.
That evening Private Wanstall, who was our
cook at that time, stood at the door of the
Mess in the farmhouse which we had turned
into a fortress.
"Toadinthehole's off tonight, Sir", he
announced. "Got a nice bit of fish for the
orf'cers, I have. 'Twill be a change from
toadinthehole, I thought !"
Before withdrawing, Private Wanstall winked
solemnly and passing the back of his hand across
his mouth leered knowingly and chuckled
happily.
We dined well that night. And for breakfast
the next day we ate salmon steaks. In fact
salmon appeared on the menu in every con
ceivable form for several days.
It was not until some time later that I heard
how Pat Maloney had served in the Connaught
Rangers and won the Military Medal at Ypres
in 1915. Perhaps a good soldier also makes a
good poacher ?
R.T.
(Next month look out for another fishy story.—
Ed.)
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The Past and Present Association
Life Members
JUNE 1ST—30TH, 1948
London Branch.—Rickwood, L. J., Knowles, E. W.
Hythe Branch.—Thorne, H. R.
Canterbury Branch.—Woodhams, A.
Brighton Branch.—Robertson, Capt. R. J.
H.Q. Roll.—Hopkin, D. H.

Annual Members
JUNE 1ST—30TH, 1948

Medway Branch.—Lusted, A.
Margate Branch.—Saffery, A. W.
Canterbury Branch.—Dainton, S. J.
Folkestone Branch.—Court, Capt. D. N.
Brighton Branch.—Kinsey, W.

Benevolent Fund
DONATIONS

I s. d.
Mr. H. F. Mervin
18 6
The total grants from the Benevolent Fund and the
World War Charitable Fund during the past month
have been ^50 5s. 2d. and ^40 14s. 3d. respectively.

The Buffs War Memorial Fund,
193945.
DONATIONS

H. C. Haycroft, Esq. ..
Mr. J. Dray
Major R. J. Cheney ..
Mrs. B. ffrench Blake ..
Mrs. M. A. Castle
Total to date

£ s. d.
1 1 0
2

0

10
3 3
10

0
0
0

£2,221 1

3

Sandhurst Chapel Memorial Fund.
Colonel C. R. B. Knight
Colonel D. A. Wilkins...

£ s. d.
10 0
10 0

Ashford Branch
Our branch meeting was held at the Drill
Hall on Saturday, July 3rd. Mr. H. Barnes was
in the Chair, assisted by Mr. F. Marsh (Vice
Chair) and Mr. H. Coleman. At the opening of
the meeting all members stood in silence for
Mr. J. Sims, The Ridgeway, Smeeth, who was
killed while cycling to work. He had been on
the sick list for a long time as the result of a
previous accident whilst at work. It was to
have been his first day at a new job. The
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branch was represented by Mr. W. Mantkelow,
Mr. Washford and others. Mrs. Sims wishes to
thank the branch for the wreath and the
members who attended the funeral, whicti took
place at Smeeth.
MINUTES.—The Secretary read the Minutes
of the last meeting. Mr. *F. Marsh proposed,
seconded by Mr. Hogben, that the Minutes be
passed as correct and signed.
OVER 65.—This matter was again discussed.
Some of the aged members expressed their
desire that as they were not so active as they
used to be, they preferred to have some enter
tainment at home rather than a day's outing,
as had been suggested. This matter was
referred back to the committee.
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY.—It was decided
that the 'bus for Canterbury on the 8th August
should leave the Drill Hall at 9.30 a.m.
SICK.—The Secretary reported that he had
seen Mr. J. King, who was still in the Ashford
Hospital. We all wish him a very speedy
recovery and return to good health.
Mr. Tomsett, just able to get about again,
paid us a visit and thanked the branch for
what they had done for him during his long
spell on the sick list.
NEW MEMBER.—Mr. J. O. Kidd, 5th and 9th
Battalions, now living at 36 Magazine Road.
BOOBY PRIZE.—Our Booby Prize was won by
our Chairman. No. 53 was the winning number
and it was drawn by Major Peareth. As the
weather was so bad the following day, I feel
that they helped him to while away a wet
Sunday afternoon.
During the evening we were all very pleased
to find that Major Peareth had slipped in
unnoticed, but he did not get away with it
just like that. The Chairman had the pleasure
of welcoming the Major to the Branch.
F.H.H.

London Branch
The London Branch Cenotaph Parade was
held on Saturday, 19th June, our monthly
meeting night.
About 250 marched from the Horse Guards
to the Cenotaph. As we marched off it was
discovered that a lot of the people looking on
were Buffs watching their first branch Cenotaph
Parade and they and others who turned up a
little late fell in behind the detachment of the
Ladies' Guild and marched with us.

The afternoon deluge kept many away.
Letters of regret at their absence were received
from many members—some were on holiday,
at work, ill or too far away. Mr. Denham sent
a telegram from Wallsall.
The older members were directed to the
Cenotaph to await the arrival of those who
were marching. Spud Austin and 2725 H. H.
Smith acted as markers at the Cenotaph.
Fourteen senior officers were on parade.
The Ladies' Guild had a good muster. Much
appreciated was the presence of detachments
from the Ramsgate and Ashford Branches.
Ramsgate was represented by Messrs. Johnson,
Ellis, Powell, Knowles and Ansell.
We were pleased to have with us Brigadier
E. Foster Hall, Colonels J. V. R. Jackson,
N. R. Reeves, J. R. P. Williams, C. E. Vaughan
and BouverieBrine ; Majors Edlmann, Enright,
Pearson and Peareth ; Captains Brittain, Hopps,
A. T. Farrow and F. C. Davis ; Messrs. Neale
Dalton, Tich Burville, Dick Ravenscroft, Ginger
Hubbard, Jock Clayton, Cabby Saunders, R.
Bowman, Skinner and many others of our
regular visitors.
The order of march was : Chelsea Pensioners ; The
President of our Branch, Lieut.Colonel *J. R. P.
Williams, with escort ; Senior officers ; ViceChairman,
Captain G. J. Emery ; 1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th,
141st and 8th and other Battalions ; Wreath and
escort under Mr. E. Tong ; 9th, 10th, 70th and other
Battalions ; The Chairman Ladies' Guild, Mrs. D. E.
Spinner ; The Buffs Ladies' Guild ; Late arrivals.
The march from the Horse Guards along Whitehall
was impressive. Approaching the Cenotaph hats were
removed and the different platoons directed left and
right alternately round the National Memorial. The
wreath was laid by Lieut.Colonel J. R. P. Williams.
A representative of the Ramsgate Branch laid their
wreath and after two minutes' silence the column
reformed and marched to Charles Street, where the
parade was dismissed. The members then made their
way to the Prince Alfred, where a social evening had
been prepared by Mr. and Mrs. R. J. Collins.
The Prince Alfred was packed upstairs and down.
The following members entertained us : Mr. Jarvis,
Mrs. Smead, Joe Goss, Eddy Shute, Mrs. Coley and
Ben Field. The London Branch mixed chorus, under
Mr. "Scotty" Scot, kept everyone singing. Mr. "Buffy"
Ward was the pianist.
Messages were read from Mr. Durrant sending greetings
to Snowball Manning, Donkey Warren, Sailor Cooper
and Spud Austin, from Colonel Orwin, Captain E. A.
Carter, R.S.M. Jeffrey, Ted Swendell, Sgt. Birch, Mrs.
Bine and Major Taylor, all of Ramsgate.
During the evening Major Enright gave a warm
welcome to the Ramsgate and Ashford members and
thanked them for coming and also for taking such
good care of Captain Carter during his illness. Mr.
Johnson replied. Jim King, of Ashford, who is ill, was
represented by his son.
The unavoidable absence of the Colonel of the
Regiment was much regretted.
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We missed our Chairman, Colonel Harry Fine, who
is ill. He attended every Cenotaph Parade between the
wars.
Although we saw a few, there could have been more
of the younger members of the Regiment present.
The Branch is indebted to Major Enright for organising
the Parade and conducting the impromptu concert
after. Mr. and Mrs. Collins must be congratulated and
thanked for their "efforts in the provision and preparing
of the varied refreshments and Mr. Collins for the
successful conducting of the raffles, which all added to
the fun. We are also very grateful to the artistes.
The Parade was formed up on good old regular lines
and for that we must thank R.S.M. Annan.
Nine new members were enrolled dur ng the evening
and others are joining as a result of reading the announce
ment advertising the Parade under Reunions in the
Press.
ViceChairman Captain G. J. Emery thanks all
responsible for the arrangements which made for such
a successful day.
The Secretary thanks Mr. Redman of No. 8 Queen
Anne's Gate, S.W.I, who kindly accepted the delivery
of the wreath and took care of it until a few minutes
before the Parade.
HERE AND THERE

Thanks to the host of the Prince Alfred for his
organising of a steady flow of wines and beers until
closing time. We heard that he was unable to open on
the following day.
Jock Clayton's conservatism regarding his selection
of drinks is much regretted. We fear he is losing his
grip.
We are sorry to hear of the loss of two of our members,
J. R. A. Bampton, 2/5th Battalion, and Colonel Sparrow.
C. Thurgood, 8th Battalion, is very ill and A. B.
Darvill, 7th Battalion, is ill in St. Bartholomew's
Hospital.
A. H. D. Smith, 2nd Battalion, whilst at Ypres
recently met the Rev. "Tubby" Clayton of Toe H.
He was a friend of The Buffs in the 19141918 days.
Captain D. G. Woodcock, l/4th Battalion, 19141917,
and then of the Indian Army Reserve, was on parade
and after at the Prince Alfred, where he made contact
with G. A. Dillistone for the first time since 1916. It is
interesting to note that a Captain Woodcock was in
charge of a company of Buffs, 24th March, 16691670,
at Windsor Castle. D. G. Woodcock is a direct
descendant.
E. J. Hedges is enquiring for 6311 Roberts and
Sailor Cooper. Sailor he last saw at Bicester. He has
recently seen Plester at Banbury. Who remembers
Plester ?
E. A. Brittan, 9414, 1st Battalion, Sergeant, 1914
1918, is now a Life Member. He often meets Bert
Tester at Dorking.
We offer our sympathy to Pioneer Sgt. J. V. Stanger,
who has recently lost his wife. Mrs. Stanger was a
member of the Ladies' Guild and known to many
members of the Past and Present Association.

LADIES' GUILD

The meeting held at the Prince Alfred
Restaurant, Tufton Street, Westminster, on
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Saturday, July 3rd, was fairly wellattended—
a great number of the members being on holiday.
Mrs. D. E. Spinner was in the Chair.
MINUTES.—The Minutes of
meeting were read and signed.

the previous

ELECTION OF OFFICERS—THANKS.—As there
were no nominations in for the election of
officers/all went in en bloc. Mrs. Spinner thanked
the members for attending in great numbers at
the Cenotaph Parade. It was proposed by Mrs.
Coley, seconded by Mrs. Cobb, and carried
unanimously, that a letter of thanks be sent to
the London Branch* for their kind invitation
to the grand concert and for providing refresh
ments. Congratulations to Mr. Collins on
providing the eatables, which were plentiful and
various.
CORRESPONDENCE.—Letters were read from
the Guild President, the Hon. Mrs. Gerald *
Scarlett, Mrs. Ernie Carter, Mrs. George Ricketts
and Mr. Gould (Hon. Secretary, London
Branch).
REGRETS.—The following regretted being
absent :—Mrs. Enright, Mrs. Vaughan, Mrs.
Taylor, Mrs. Collins, Mrs. Cotton, Mrs. Austin,
Mrs. Billings and Mrs. Redman.
SICK.—The members were sorry to hear there
was no change in Mrs. Redman, and that
Captain Carter was not so well again. Also
Colonel H. Fine was now in a nursing home,
and Mr. Billy Stunt very ill. Our best wishes
for better news of all.
OBITUARY.—Our deepest sympathy goes out
to the relatives of Colonel Harry Sparrow, who
passed over on June 1st.
RAFFLES.—The following kindly gave raffles :
Mrs. Hawkins, a large basket of dessert goose
berries which realised 15/6. Mrs. Keown, an
iced cake, 8/3. Mrs. Jackson, 1 lb. tin dripping,
6/6. Mrs. Cobb, 1 lb. carton sugar, 2/9. Our
very grateful thanks to these members for their
kind gifts.
As we had started a new year, the Chairman
thanked Mrs. Lamb (Hon. Secretary), Mrs.
Odell (Treasurer), Mrs. Coley (ViceChairman)
and the Committee for the excellent work
they had put in during the year. She also
thanked the members for their loyal support,
and thosewho had given raffles, which paid for
the room during the year. The sum of £1 wants
finding each month.
The Secretary (Mrs. Lamb) said a vote of
thanks should be accorded to Mrs. Spinner, our
Chairman, who founded the Guild on June 24th,
1928, and had kept it going all through the*war
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years. There was nothing appertaining to the
Guild too much for her—the love of the Regi
ment being so dear to her.
The Treasurer (Mrs. Odell) gave a statement
of accounts, which were most satisfactory.
After the meeting there was a dart match
between the London Branch and the Ladies'
Guild.
D.E.S.
Dover Branch
The monthly meetings were held as usual in
April, May, June and July at the Cooperative
Hall, Biggin Street, Dover, with very good
attendances. We had some very interesting
meetings too. The Minutes of the previous
meetings were read and signed as correct by
our Chairman. We had a jolly Twenty Questions
contest at our June meeting. This proved very
interesting and amusing and the members
showed talent on most of the questions, but
failed on one or two, which,was very good.
We had raffles at each meeting, which realised
a good sum for the funds of the Guild. After
all business had been discussed, we had tea and
cakes, which is always welcomed by all and
thoroughly enjoyed.
THE ANNUAL OUTING.—The annual outing
took place on Wednesday, June 23rd. We left
Dover at 10 a.m. and journeyed to Wannock
Gardens via the coast. Our first stop was at
Rye to have refreshments. We stayed there
for halfanhour, and then continued on our
way. We arrived at Eastbourne at 1.15 p.m.,
and stopped there until 3 p.m., giving all a
chance to go and do as they wished. From
there we carried on to Wannock, arriving there
just before 4 o'clock. There was a grand tea
awaiting us there, and we all sat down and did
justice to it. All had a good tour of the beautiful
gardens there, and finally left there at 6.15 p.m.
for home.
We came home via Tenterden, and had one
stop on the way home for refreshments at the
Star Hotel, Newington. Everyone voted that
they had had a most lovely day, and the drive
was beautiful too. We finally arrived in Dover
at 9.45 p.m., all feeling tired but very happy.
Our thanks go to the driver for the splendid
way he drove us, and to all who made the
outing such asuccess. There were no casualties
either, and all are looking forward to our next
outing together.
We qre always pleased to welcome old and
new members to our meetings, so please, any
one who would care to join, come along to our
meetings. They are held on the second Tuesday
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of each month at 3 p.m. at the Coop Hall,
Biggin Street, Dover.
The July meeting was held at the Eagle Hotel
on Thursday the 1st. It was attended by the
usual members. Mr. Millington was in the Chair,
the Chairman (Major Hart) being unable to
attend.
Before the business commenced, the branch
stood in silence to the memory of Mr. J. Mead,
late 4th Battalion. His passing will be mourned
by all members of the branch.
Among the member's who attended the
funeral of the late J. Mead were :—Colonel
Crookenden (President), Major Hart (Chair
man), Mr. Mills (Secretary), Captain Cole, and
Messrs. Millington, Barker, Holloway, Steel and
Friend.
The Chairman welcomed Major Peareth
(Association General Secretary). His attendance
at the meeting was much appreciated. Several
questions were answered by him. The Secretary
read out all details for the Reunion at Canter
bury.
Congratulations were given by the branch
to the members of our Rifle Club, who have this
year won Division IV of the Local League.
More members are wanted for the Rifle Club
please.
Dover Branch are to meet Hythe Branch in
the Darts Tournament.
Mr. Friend, aged 70, late 2nd Battalion, was
also present at our meeting.
Dover sends best wishes to all our branches.
T.H.H.
Medway Branch
Our May meeting was somewhat dampened
by the weather, although even then about 15
members turned up, which was very pleasing
under the circumstances. Those that did come
along were met with a very disappointing letter
from London Branch informing us that they
would not be able to visit the Medway in
June as had been planned. We are all keenly
disappointed but look forward with much
eagerness to a visit from them later in the
year—October, we hope.
There was a much larger attendance to the
June meeting, however, and it is hoped that
these gatherings will increase as time goes on.
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We would like to thank Canterbury Branch
for their offer of hospitality on Sunday, Septem
ber 12th when we are looking forward to
visiting their club on our way back from
Margate. Incidently, talking of our outing,
Mr. Wallis would like to see some more seats
taken as he still has over 20 vacant. Hows
about it. Time's getting short !
, Our darts and cards teams have been quite
active lately and at the moment just about share
honours with their various opponents. They
are probably saving their best up for that long
awaited semifinal.
We have some attractive social evenings in
view with other local associations and we should
like to see some more members come along to
these, particulars of which can be obtained
from the Hon. Secretary or Mr. Daw.
Our 56seater 'bus for Canterbury is now
almost full and it is only to be hoped that
everyone turns up.
The first big draw that this branch has under
taken since the war looks as if it's going to be a
big success.
Everyone was very pleased to see Drummer
Amos at our last meeting. They tell me that
he hasn't altered a scrap mid when his Cadets
were mentioned he really puffed with pride.
He is now back at Maidstone again and we
hope to see quite a bit of him in the future.
We should very much like to see some visitors
from other branches and so get everyone better
known one to another.
All the very best to all Buffs, Past and Present
from the Medway Branch.
A.P.P.
LADIES' GUILD

The monthly meeting held on the 25th was
wellattended, and Mrs. King Holt (Chairman)
presided. Business was carried out and one new
member was enrolled and welcomed. Whist was
enjoyed by all, and the party was then enter
tained to tea by Mrs. Skinner on the occasion
of her birthday, who also gave the prizes for
whist. A vote of thanks and best wishes on
behalf of the branch was given by Mrs.
Medhurst, wife of Alderman J. W. Medhurst,
and with the singing of "Happy birthday tp
you" Mrs. Skinner was then asked to present
prizes to Mrs. Vickary, Mrs. Lark, Mrs. Watkin
and Mrs. Bowers, Miss Perryman winning the
lucky number.
After a very pleasant afternoon the meeting
closed,
M.S.
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Ramsgate Branch
There was a good attendance of members of
the Past and Present Association, The Buffs,
at the monthly meeting of the Ramsgate
Branch, held at the Freemasons' Tavern, Rams
gate, on June 18th.
Extending a welcome to Colonel Orwin, of
Broadstairs, and to all members present, the
Chairman mentioned that good attendances at
this season of the year, greatly assisted the
progress of the branch.
' Mr. Swendell expressed the deep sympathy
of members of the branch with Major A. J. H.
Taylor, their President, and to his brother,^
Major N. G. H. Taylor, in the great loss they
had sustained by the death of their father.
The Buffs has lost a good friend, he said, and
he would be missed by many. The members
stood in silence for two minutes as a.tribute
to the late Mr. C. S. J. Taylor.
A vote of thanks to Mr. J. H. Johnson was
proposed by Major Rose for his efforts in
arranging for a small party from the Ramsgate
Branch to attend the Annual Parade and March
to the Cenotaph on June 19th.
Arrangements were discussed in connection
with the proposed visit to Canterbury, on
August 8th, when it was hoped that strong
representation would attend The Buffs Day of
Remembrance at the Cathedral.
Colonel Orwin thanked members on behalf
of Captain E. Carter, for letters which had been
received by him. The Captain was still ill, but
the speaker expressed the hope that brighter
days would assist Captain Carter back to health.
Old friendships were revived at the close of
the business proceedings, when refreshments
were served by Buff Host R. Atkins.
Five members of the Ramsgate Branch,
Messrs. Johnson, Ellis, Powles, Ansell and
Knowles, attended the Annual Parade and
March to the Cenotaph, London, on Saturday,
journeying by car from the Ramsgate head
quarters.
Mr. Johnson laid a floral tribute from the
President and members of the Ramsgate Past
and Present Branch.
Following the ceremony, the parade was
dismissed, and those attending were entertained
to a* concert, with refreshments, at the head
quarters of the London Branch, Tufton Street,
Westminster.
Members were greatly impressed by the
welcome extended to them, and the opportunity
to pay homage, and meet some of the old
members whom they had not met since the
days of 191418.
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After a great sendoff at 10.45 p.m., the
representatives from Ramsgate arrived home
in the early hours of Sunday, laden with good
will messages to those who were unable to
attend the ceremony.
B.E.K.

Margate Branch
fhe monthly meeting of the Margate Branch
for July was held at the George and Dragon,
Charlotte Square, on Wednesday, July 7th.
Captain J. Tilleard was in the Chair, being
supported by the Hon. Secretary, Hon.
Treasurer and the ViceChairman (Mr. Cousins).
We were pleased to receive a visit from Mr.
Rogers, a former member of this branch, and
now a member of Medway Branch. It is always
a pleasure to see visitors from other branches
of the Association.
We welcomed Major Peareth, and heard from
him a resume of the arrangements made for
Remembrance Sunday and for the ceremony
of the presentation of the freedom of the
City of Canterbury to the Regiment, which is
to precede the parade.
A discussion as to our best method of travel
to Canterbury for the ceremony and parade
followed, and the final arrangements were left
in the capable hands of the Secretary.
Looking ahead, Captain Tilleard has invited
the branch to hold the October meeting at the
Drill Hall, Victoria Road, when a shoot will
probably be arranged between the "Pasts"
and the "Presents" ("A" Company, 4th
Battalion). We trust that we shall do better
than we did on the last occasion.

Canterbury Branch
During the pa$t month the branch has been
running up to expectations. There have been
good attendances at Whist Drives, Bat and
Trap, and at the "Bar".
Our chief event was the Annual Outing held
on June 20th. Some 20 members and honorary
members left Canterbury by 'bus for Hastings,
taking the same route as last year via Ashford,
Bethersden, Tenterden, etc., arriving at
Hastings at noon. This was by accident; had
it been a weekday, no doubt we should have
arrived earlier ! At our first stop on the road
the usual game of "Up the Line" was played,
the drawing of the line being left to our Sports

Captain, who set about his task in a real work
manlike manner. After a time he was asked
what was all the mumbling about and where
was the line. Imagine his surprise and language
when he found he had been trying to draw a line
with a "Player's Weight", and this was only
10.30 a.m. ! Why grumble about the strength
of beer, Harry ?
After one party had spent the dinner interval
talking (?) to a landlord, it was noticed that a
chalk line was needed, but Harry would not
or could not use the chalk. Another party,
headed by our gallant Sports Secretary, went
for a ride on the miniature railway, much to
the disgust of the little children waiting for a
ride. All we can get out of "Pen" is "Puff Puff",
and he can be seen in any quiet corner studying
books on how to become an engine driver or
Hints on Shares in British Railways.
At 7 p.m. we arrived at Folkestone, where
we were made very welcome at the Drill Hall
by the Secretary and members of the Folkestone
Branch. Thank you, Folkestone, but turn off
the heat a bit next time as one member was so
red in the face when he arrived home that his
wife thought at first he had been sunbathing
until he started singing, and then she realised
he had been on an outing.
Our Chairman, who had been unable to make
the whole journey, turned up to meet us at
Folkestone full of smiles, and he seemed still
quite full when he left.
On arrival at Canterbury a very pleasant
surprise greeted us. On the tables were plates
of sandwiches, very kindly thought of and
supplied by Mrs. Lambert. All members
express their thanks and wish Mrs. Lambert
to know how very much they enjoyed them.
The bar was kept open pending our return
by Mrs. Clarke, assisted by Mrs. Sharp. Many
thanks to these two ladies for holding the fort.
We hope more new members will join the
Outing Club for next year.
ANSWERS WANTED PLEASE.—Did Bill really
cry when the train left him behind ? and did
Pen really think his head would not go through
the tunnel ?
On June 9th a team of eight members and
their wives found their way to the Sergeants'
Mess at the Depot, where they were entertained
by the W.O.s and Sergeants. A keen darts
match was played, resulting in a win for the
branch, but unfortunately the branch lost the
gallon as they could not rise to such "Lofty"
heights or flights ! The members and honorary
members wish to thank the W.O.s and Sergeants
for a very enjoyable evening and hope to give
them a return at the Club at an early date,
(icontinued on page v)

Command Rifle Team.
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King's Studio, Hong Kong.
Back Row (left to right).—Ptes. Wicks, Gunn, Malhall, Cpl. Simmons, Ptes. Williams, Scammel, L/Cpl. Hickman, Pte. Maloney.
Second Row (left to right).—Cpls. Stoakes, Brice, Gray, Sgt. Mannini, L/Cpl. Cooke, Cpl. Monnington, Pte. Goody, Sgt. Perry,
Cpl. Bolland, Sgt. Jephcott.
Sitting (left to right).—Sgt. O'Brien, C.S.M. Amos, Lieut. W. F. Brigstocke, Capt. P. B. Plumptre, Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry,
Lieut. R. A. StratfordTuke, C/Sgt. Day, Sgt. Seymour, Sgt. Dallen.
On Ground (left to right).—L/Cpl. Taylor, Ptes. Fleet, Smith, L/Cpl. Warry, Ptes. Gridley, Skeet.
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2nd Battalion
ENGLISHMEN are
^always reputed to open
any conversation with a
discussion on the weather,
and we do not see why we
should not run true to type
and open these notes in a
similar way.
We are now running well
into the rainy reason here
and "weather permitting"
is becoming more and more
the ruling factor in the
staging of various activities,
with which this battalion is
concerned. The temperature
has been rising steadily throughout this month
and humidity has been high, causing more than
a fair share of perspiring brows all round. The
most dramatic manifestation of the weather
this month was a freak thunderstorm which
broke over Stanley at 10 o'clock on the last
Sunday in June. A cricket match had been
arranged against the R.A.F. 011 our sports field
that morning at 11 o'clock and the Cricket
Officer (Captain Morgan) was not amused when
it was suggested to him that a game of water
polo should be substituted. During the course
of this storm, the Officers' Mess was struck by
lightning in three places in a mild sort of way
and the barracks buzzed for days with the
inevitable crop of lightning stories. "There
I was sitting on the stairs of the NAAFI when
a bit of lightning comes in at the door and
shoots up the stairs past me", etc.
Our public activities have, as mentioned
above, been curtailed by the weather this
month. Having put in some hard practice
for the King's Birthday Parade, in which the
three Services were to take part, "rain stopped
play", on the day. In place of this parade a
Flag March through Hong Kong town was
organised. Again it rained, but nothing daunted,
a wet Progress was made by a contingent from
this battalion, together with the Band and
Drums (the latter producing a dull, water
logged, thudding sound). Although our con
tingent suffered discomfort, the Royal Naval
contingent fared worse. All the sailors had
pipeclayed their white hat covers. The effect
of the rain on these gave the impression that
H.M. Ghost were marching past ! In addition
to this march we provided Guards of Honour
for the new G.O.C. (MajorGeneral Matthews)
on his arrival, and for the C.inC. British
Pacific Fleet, and received in return most
gratifying congratulatory messages.

However, the demands made on the battalion
to provide contingents for ceremonial parades
and to find guards have eased off for the time
being.
In Stanley Fort, rehabilitation is still much
the order of the day. One by one the barrack
blocks are emerging with gleaming white
exteriors. The Garrison Church has also taken
on its post war dress, and we hear that the
clock which should have been in the tower
but which has not been there within living
memory, is actually going to be installed.
The Officers' Mess is the latest patient in the
farfromtender hands of the contractors.
Judging by the vigorous beauty treatment
being giveh to it, the results should be
stupendous.
This month we have said farewell to "Greg"
(Captain Blaxland), bound for the race courses
of old England (in between spasms of military
duty) and to Captain Ford, who together with
his wife are returning to face the stern realities
of househunting in the U.K. On the credit side
we welcome 2/Lieut. Cox, who has gone to
."C" Company.
With firm tread and martial mien, the
"Canterbury Pilgrims" have arrived—R.S.M.
Cummings, C.S.M.s Faulkner, Calloway and
Champion, and Sgts. Baldwin and Barling
amongst them. We have a shrewd suspicion
that on R.S.M.'s drill parades in future the
battalion is likely to take part in a practical
demonstration of the meaning of "Canter" in
Canterbury.
A reorganisation in the deployment of the
battalion has occurred this month. "D"
Company (Major Majendie) from Stanley has
exchanged places with "B" Company (Major
Harris St. John) from Lyemmun. Hollow
laughter was heard when each company was
informed that a change was as good as a rest.
So much for the general news of the battalion.
The time has now come for us to send good
wishes to Buffs everywhere and to allow
companies to give you their own news for the
month.

H.Q. Company
BATTALION H.Q.

This month we lost in the finals against the Signal
Platoon in the K.O. Hockey Competition. In table
tennis, however, we did very well, beating "A" Company.
Our team was as follows : L/Cpls. Bushel, Banks and
Hoskins and Ptes. Piper and Grange. An Orderly
Room and "I" Section joint victory.
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ORDERLY ROOM

We welcome Pte. Altwegg to our staff—he arrived in
the Dilwara—and also Pte. Collins, permanently attached
from "A" Company.
INTELLIGENCE SECTION

We are still busy living our wonted jnode of life
complete with papers, passes, pamphlets and pande
monium (occasionally).
This month, however, we left the rut, as the I.O.
and L/Cpl. Fletcher, "I" Corporal, were attached to
H.Q. Kowloon Brigade for ten days to construct a sand
table map. All went well except the scale. The I.O.
forgot to differentiate between 16 inches and 16 feet.
The model room was of low ceiling directly under the
Brigade Commander's office. The latter was .somewhat
perturbed when the I.O. announced that Castle Peak
would have to come through the floor, helpfully adding
that it would facilitate matters if the R.E.s cut a large
hole through his floor boards.
The matter was however settled by the I.O. promising
not to mix up feet with inches again.
H.Q. COMPANY
We welcome W.O.I Cummings, who has arrived to
become our new R.S.M., and W.O.II Champion, who
is our new C.S.M. ; also the other N.C.O.s and men
who have recently joined us.
We say farewell to Captain Blaxland, who departed
to U.K. in the Dilwara. Good luck and bon voyage.
This has been a very uneventful month, so we shall
have to rely on the specialist platoons for their con
tribution to these notes.
There is no sporting news to mention in this issue
except that a platoon from H.Q. Company won the
InterPlatoon K.O. Hockey Competition. (See Battalion
H.Q. notes.)
QUARTERMASTER'S PLATOON

The Q.M.s during the past month suffered a tragic
loss in the death of our well liked R.Q.M.S. Gates.
"Ted", as he was known to all who entered the office,
was one of those cheerful people who always kept the
office going whatever the circumstances. He is sorely
missed and one feels strange not being told to get the
"whathaveyou" out of the "what'sitsname".
In the sporting field we have only one item to record,
and that is not to our credit. We were beaten 72 at
sixaside hockey by a "D" Company platoon. The
only excuses we can offer are that half the team was
drawn from the Orderly Room, and that we had never
played together as a team before.
The numerous Guards of Honour which the Battalion
has had to provide during the last month have been
rewarded by two rum issues, which came via the Q.M.'s.
Now perhaps we know why the Ration N.C.O., L/Cpl.
Mathias, was rather unsteady on his feet twice last
month.
M.T. SECTION
This month has been a depressing one in some ways ;
we've had to work far too hard and its really been far
too hot. Some amongst us perhaps yearn for the good
old days when all transport was in running order.
We are not complaining, of course, or are we ?
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The Battalion 'bus, driven by Driver Mechanic Glazier,
has been just a bit of a dark horse. The first run was a
great success ; everything went swimmingly until the
return from Queens Pier, when it had to be towed all
the way back to camp ; and the fares were not returned.
Sports, under Pte. Griffiths, blossomed into flower.
The M.T. Hockey side are now in the semifinals. Kyte,
Vigus Griffiths and Sgt. Diamond are all in the team.
The latter was heard to say, "Reference that", when
a player had his jaw broken in a recent match.
We welcome Broad, Grew, Pinn, Gates, Field, Hills
and Pirie, who are with us to learn all about M.T. We
hope they pass.
Adieu for another month, we are now going to step
up swimming practice, it's the coolest place.

SIGNAL PLATOON

Once again we must bid Adieu to one of the most
popular chaps c5f our Platoon, namely, "Polly Perkins",
the grand little chap who has for a number of months
past been very successfully running the Battalion
Signals Office. He embarked on the H.M.T. Dilwara on
the 24th, bound for Blighty and Civvy Street. Good
Luck, "Polly", and we hope you don't find the work
too hard.
L/Cpl. Chapman fancies his chances as a "Light
Heavy" now, or at least it would appear that way to
any casual observer as they passed the Nerve Centre
(Exchange) when he is throwing his weight about
among his crew of "Brain Bound Box Bashers"
(Exchange Operators).
"Wings" Colyer was highly elated a couple of days
ago when he was taken by Captain Squires, the M.T.O.,
to collect a 500 c.c. "Beasre" from Ordnance at Kowloon,
and Tommo Thomsen, our "Flying Dane", was heard
to remark, "Good show, now he can do a few H.Q.L.F.
runs to relieve me.
Sgt. Wright, our "Little Sportsman", is running
around these days collecting presents to take home for
various chaps as he is (we've heard a buzz, anyway)
going home to Blighty on a Signals Course in the near
future (I wonder ?).
We welcome to our midst this month Sgt. Stremes.

MORTAR PLATOON

Not many changes with the Platoon this month.
Most of our new boys have been practicing hard for the
King's Birthday Parade and the Guard of Honour for
the new G.O.C. By all reports it went off quite well,
but the former was cancelled because of the weather.
The outcome was a tot of Rum all round. Sgt. Tucker
"Done his nut" because he couldn't scrounge a drop.
L/Cpl. Benson has left us for five weeks to attend a
P.T. Course. Here's hoping he doesn't let the name of
the Platoon down.
On the sports field a hard game of hockey was played
against the Signal Platoon and we only lost by one goal.
We are out to beat them next time.
"A" Company
We continue to administer the Band, Drums and
others who come and go on courses. This month we
have seen a new collection of visitors, the M.T. Course,
and our barrack rooms are decorated with diagrams
depicting the interior of an engine.; we understand
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now how difficult it must be to keep our vehicles on the
road.
We welcome C.S.M. Mawson on arrival from "B"
Company to replace C.S.M. Pawley. Also Cpl. Watson,
ex Dilwara, who will be responsible for Weapon Training.
We were sorry to see Bdsmn. Barratt and Pte. Rasmussen
leave in the Dilwara, both for medical reasons, and hope
that the voyage home will help them back on the road
to health again. Also leaving in the Dilwara was Captain
Ford, our late Company Commander, posted home
after four years abroad ; we wish him the best of luck
in whatever billet he finds himself and extend a hearty
welcome to Captain W. R. L. Hemes, who has joined
us as Second in Command from "D" Company.
Rumour has it that on arrival of the Lancashire we
may once again raise our heads as a Rifle Company
even if "in embryo".
"B" Company
The "changeover" has happened, and no longer
.will the hills and valleys of Lye Mmun echo to the rattle
of "B" Company's Stens, but instead, will be heard the
thud of the pick, the trickling of sweat and certain
O.R.s' unprintable sound on the heights of Stanley.
It has been warmer lately, but we have kept on going,
with the result that the Company is now getting
acclimatised to trying weather conditions, and we are
sure that our efforts now will be rewarded during later
training. We also feel that having once got settled in
we are going to be better off with the additional benefits
of Stanley all round us.
Other changes that have taken place are : C.S.M.
Mawson has left us for "A" Company. We were very
sorry to see him go ; he has been with "B" Company
for some time now, and seen it through some trying
times now. In his place we welcome C.S.M. Faulkner
and hope that his tour with us will be a happy one.
We also welcome Sgts. Pendle and Forster and Ptes.
Wood, Waite and Gentle, who were among the Dilwara
draft.
No. 4 PLATOON
This month has been marked for its advancement in
Training and we have reached the first "bound" and
have started Section Training.
The two N.C.O.s whom were away last month on the
Cadre Course which has been run at Stanley, L/Cpl.
Vigar and L/Cpl. Cook, have now returned and are hard
putting their newly gained knowledge into practice.
Another of our N.C.O.s, L/Cpl. John, has gone off on
a P.T. Course, which is being held at H.Q. Land Forces.
The course is nearly over and we hope to see him back
with us soon.
Owing to the bad weather that we have had this
month our sports programme has broken down and
other than an odd game of football and hockey we have
not ventured forth on to the field of game.
As the Company moved up to Stanley on the 25th
we are now busy settling in. We had the move on foot
on a very hot day, but the Platoon did it in ample time.
By next month we hope to have our Platoon complete
again to start Platoon training together.
No. 5 PLATOON
No. 5 Platoon, like the rest of the Company, are in
the happy position of having unpacked and settled

into their new surroundings and "having appreciated
the situation" are beginning to feel that being up at
Stanley has its advantages ; the sports ground, within
cricket ball throw, where every evening without fail
anybody can have a knock, is one of them.
We were also very pleased to have Sgt. Lyons and
Cpl. Belsey back from the Cadre, as they were doing
valuable wqrk in their capacities as instructors, and
students are badly wanted in the Platoon.

No. 6 PLATOON
The Platoon is now getting on to more interesting
training and have moved up to Stanley to join the
Battalion. We marched from Lye Mmun in F.S.M.O.
and werevery glad of a swim at Stanley Beach.
Congratulations to Ptes. Furminger, Webb and
Cobbin on their promotion to LanceCorporal.
Sgt. Jephcott is now back with us after a six weeks
Cadre Course, as also is L/Cpl. Harden.
The Platoon sixaside hockey team consisted of
Lieut. Brigstocke, L/Cpl. Webb, Ptes. Bolton, Bursby,
Mullis and Biddlecombe. We have succeeded in winning
our first match against "C" Company Platoon, 71.
Swimming training is about to begin in earnest and
we have hopes to produce some Olympic results.

44C"

Company
The Company is still in Lye Mmun and little excitement
has occurred this month. The magazine that was
mentioned last month is to be blown up on 2nd July
and so a route march has been carefully fitted in to
keep the living and moving part of the Company out
of harm's way. It is rumoured that C/Sgt. Shilling has
already an impressive list of equipment and kit that is
going to be destroyed in the explosion, to say nothing
of barrack damages. By all the signs a wave of dis
appointment is due unless there is a Hiroshimalike
scene when the dust clears round the Company area.
Still, more of that in the next edition.
Andy Amos, our C.S.M., has pulled out on the Dilwara
and a new light now shines behind the "fried egg".
Roger "Cab" Callaway is now the Voice and very
welcome he is too.
Pte. Duggan also left No. 9 Platoon a little vacant (?).
Good luck to him in civilian life. No. 9 Platoon, in
passing, is now a rather exclusive Platoon filled with
'the older soldiers of the Company. Selfstyled "Old
Boys", they have been rather formidable with hockey
sticks and footer boots. With the theme, "We are
used to the climate", they have done very well in
interplatoon sports and games this month. They
may have something there, as it is so humid that a pair
of gills would not be very much out of place.
Hong Kong copied London for the King's Birthday
Parade and had a very wet mQrning. As it was felt
that it would be awkward to swim in time with the
sodden drums, they postponed the parade and much
rehearsal was wasted. However, a Flag March was
held a'few days later and despite a little wading here
and there proved a success. .
Amongst the officers of the Company, Lieut. Papworth
has got his pip back again and now responds to Cap'n.
A new arrival from the Marine Commandos, 2/Lieut.
C. M. G. Cox, has joined us from U.K. and is welcomed
very much as the Company is now nearly up to strength
in officers.
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Mapreading was the main interest of our last day
out training and a good day was had by all (or should
we say, nearly all ?). At any rate, the lost sheep were
eventually got back into the fold, even if it did take a
few hot (or heated) shepherds to find those which were
lost.
Major Atkinson has now moved into quarters in
Stanley, ten or so miles away, and is causing constern
ation by appearing on the 0700 hrs. P.T. parade. One
husky private was heard to whisper, "He mustn't go
to bed at all."
It is feared that our swims in Sheko Bay will be
curtailed in future as a dollarsaving (U.S.) campaign
has put the skids under a good half of our transport.
Lieut. Harwood, Det. M.T.O., is tnoaning something
about making bricks without straw.
Bicycles are to be provided to assist the movement
of some key members of the Company. It would seem
more feasible if climbing ropes and brandycarrying
St. Bernards were put into use with the gradients and
slopes we have here in Lye Mun !
After a pleasant training interlude we return shortly
to a spell of ceremonial guards interlarded (just the
right word, mark you !) with an occasional Turkish
Bath at Shouson Magazine.
Sporting activities have been somewhat reduced of
late, but in our next consignment we hope to be able to
tell you of a cricketing visit to Stonecutters Island to
play the Royal Marines and of a visit by the football
team of a B.I. ship.

"D" Company
On the glorious 1st June most of the Company went
off for their summer holidays to stay with the Royal
Air Force at Kai Tak, but as an afterthought, to fire
their annual range course. The firing went off success
fully, Hong Kong's notorious weather being for once
on our side, and Lieut. Grigg came back laden with a
skullandcrossboUes flag, presented to him by the
local population. We would like to say now how much
we appreciated the grand hospitality shown to us by
the Royal Air Force ; some of us were even lucky
enough to get a ride in a Sunderland, whence they
were able to look down on our less fortunate brethren
taking part in the rehearsal for the King's Birthday
Parade. Not only did those left at Stanley take part
in this parade, but they were also called upon to produce
18 men for the Guards of Honour for the arrival of the
new G.O.C. and for the C.inC. British Pacific Fleet ;
on all these parades Lieut. StratfordTuke carried the
Regimental Colour.
Our "chota" C.S.M. has been enjoying a spot of local
leave, as has the C.Q.M.S. on the arrival of his wife,
and Sgt. Giblett has been very ably plodding through
the duties of C.S.M. and C.Q.M.S. We are, however, at
last able to report the arrival of C.S.M. Turmaine back
into the welcoming arms of the Company.
In the middle of the month we said goodbye to
Captain Herries, who left us for "A" Company after
only too short a stay ; of course, we never did see
much of him around the Company lines; but he was
very much at "Home on the Range".
Once again we had one of Hong Kong's best imitations
of a Turkish Bath for our move to Lye Mun, but with
the assistance of many halts by cooling streams the
Company arrived in good order ; we are now in the
throes of settling in to our new abode, whence we can
tearfully watch the boats sailing past on their way to
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Blighty. According to a rumour spread from Company
Office, we will shortly be on our way again, this time
to Murray Barracks (more likely to have come from
that king among rumourmongers—Lieut. Stratford
Tuke).
We would like to extend a hearty welcome to the
following who have just joined us and to wish them a*
long and happy stay : Sgt. Richards, M.M. (ex1st
Battalion) and Cpl. Fusco.
We are due to go to Kai Tak again this month and,
although rumour again has it. that the rangewarden
has put in a vast indent for red flags as he cannot give
again an imitation of the jubilee parade with his present
inadequate stock, it is hoped that intensified training
in the peace of Lye Mun (what ? no coal fatigues) will
produce better results.

The Band
Dragon time again and here we are still dwelling in
the distant outpost of Stanley. We played at the
Chinese Wedding and the Band was a huge success.
The Military Band played for the garden party and the
Dance Band stayed behind to play during dinner and
for dancing afterwards. It proved to be quite an
experience for most of us.
We are still being kept quite busy playing here and
there and everywhere, but in spite of this the usual
members still manage to shew their brilliance on the
sports field.
We said goodbye to Bdsmn. Barrett, who left on the
Dilwara bound for U.K. He had a bad break with his
health, but we all wish him the best of luck.
Once more we are beginning to see old faces around
us, especially since the arrival of R.S.M. Cummings and
C.S.M. Faulkner ; the latter brought back memories
of those happy days in Canterbury.

The Drums
This month has seen the Drums working as hard as
ever with plenty of parades.
Our biggest parade was for the King's Birthday,
originally to have been held on the Race Course with
Feu-de-joie and the Massed Bands of the Royal Marines,
Buffs and the Inniskillings playing ; however, owing
to the inclement weather, the parade was cancelled and
we led the Battalion, R.A.F. and Hong Kong Policeon
a march through the town on the following Thursday,
the salute being taken by H.E. The Governor.
Our first Reveille beating was held on 24th June,
and went off as expected.
Most of our time is now spent learning figure marching
for Retreat Beating. Unfortunately, owing to weather
conditions, our drum skins are short lived, for during
this month alone five have gone, including one tenor
drum, which is hard to replace.
« Our next Bugle competition is. being held shortly
and L/Cpl. "Bandy" Moyes hopes to retain the C.O.'s
Bugle, after winning it by a short head from Pte. "Tiger"
Epps.
In August we will be losing a number of flute players
and drummers owing to release.
The Drummers' dart team still remains unbeaten
throughout the Battalion ; five of the Drummers are
included in the Battalion team. ,
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Beneath Bell Harry
'THERE is an air of
* "Things to come"
at Regimental Head
quarters, where busi
ness is rather more
lively than usual with
Cricket Week and the
ceremonies of August
8th only a few weeks
distant.
Meanwhile,
the decimated Depot
staff carries on its
usual work helped out
by
our
valuable
holdees, whose services
we shall sadly miss
when those of 77 Group are released in a fort
night's time, and the remainder are posted or
detached in midAugust. The Permanent Staff
(all 22 of them) will then have to roll up their
sleeves and forsake the pen,and ledger for the
fork and spade.
The new Commanding Officer, Major Ernest
Edlmann, arrived with his family at the end of
June, and have settled into the quarter next
to the Mess, where it is hoped they will have a
long and happy stay. This event would seem to
have been the signal for Captain Clive Bossom,
in a flurry of coattails and grey tall hat, to
honour with his presence the enclosures at
Ascot and Lords and the dinner tables of the
City Guilds. However, it must be said that he
is usually to be found next morning at his desk
after arriving via Ramsgate with the milk.
We have been very pleased to see a number of
visitors, and only hope that no one will think
he will not be most welcome if he is passing
this way or can spare a day of leave to come
down.
Lieut.Colonel Hector Spear, on leave from
Gibraltar, Lieut.Colonel Michael Dewar, on
leave from Aldershot, and Major Robin Tuke
have lunched during the past fortnight, and
other visitors have been Colonel Leslie Cremer,
Lieut.Colonels John Crookenden and Tug
Wilson, Major Tomlinson and Captain Dent
(on Python from Burma). Captain Brittain
recently spent a night.
The Kensingtons (T.A.) are now doing
their camp in the Old Barracks, and we were
very pleased to have four of their officers, led
by Lieut.Colonel Wasey (who was 2nd i/c to
Lieut.Colonel John Connolly at one time during
the war) up to play squash and have tea.
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The 1st Battalion Amalgamating Cadre, con
sisting of Captain Martin ffrench Blake, Lieuts.
Gatehouse and Barrett and 10 O.R.s are now
with us awaiting the next boat to Hong Kong.
They will be taking the 1st Battalion Colours
with them. In the meantime they are helping
us out with preparations for the Week.
During the month we were sorry to say good
bye to O.R.Q.M.S. Coggin, posted to FARELF.
We welcome in his place O.R.Q.M.S. Kennard.
R.Q.M.S. Howe will shortly be leaving by air
for Hong Kong, and we await a replacement.
Finally, Mr. Winston Churchill, at the Kent
County Agricultural Show at Maidstone this
week, after inspecting a guard of honour formed
by the 6th Cadet Battalion, The Buffs, remarked
to a visiting Buff officer, "I knew many Buffs
in South Africa many years ago. They were fine
soldiers".

Sergeants' Mess
The Mess is now under way and settled for a long stay.
On Saturday, 26th June, the members entertained
the Commanding Officer, Major E. L. C. Edlmann, and
Mrs. Edlmann to tea to enable Mrs. Edlmann to meet
all the wives of the members of the Permanent Staff
and the 4th Battalion. C/Sgt. Bill Scarlett and Sgts.
Jim Laker and Lofty Shaw must be congratulated on
producing such an excellent tea.
Three darts matches have been played, the Mess
winning two of these, but we had to bow our heads to
the Past and Present, who beat us by one game.
On Tuesday, 20th July, we say farewell to the
R.Q.M.S., Buffy Howe, who is flying out to the Battalion
in Hong Kong. Our great loss is the Battalion's great
gain. He will be sadly missed here at home, especially
in entertainments in the Mess. We have also lost this
month, Sgt. Bill Olver, to demob., and Sgt. Les Olver
to Shorncliffe. No doubt we shall see both of them on
August 8th. O.R.Q.M.S. Tom Coggins has also left us
for posting overseas. The Mess wish them all the best
of luck and hope that some day we shall all meet again.
The arrivals this month have been numerous.
O.R.Q.M.S. Kennard arrived and went straight into
harness. C.S.M. Bob Turner, Sgts. Payne and Drury
are here with the 1st Battalion Cadre, awaiting to join
the Battalion in Hong Kong. Sgt. Clark, having com
pleted his Python leave, is awaiting a posting. Sgt.
"Batchy" Brown is waiting for October to rush into the
bonds of matrimony. Of all these we hopq that their
stay will be a happy one.
On July 28th, 1948, R.S.M. Moore is taking part in
the Olympic Torch Relay. It is noticed, not with great
surprise, that his "Leg" starts at a "Pub." and finishes
two miles further on at another "Pub.". The time
allotted to him is 22.15 hours—22.30 hours. No more
observations are necessary.
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\ / E R Y little has happened
* since our last Dragon
notes were written. The
battalion provided the tele
phone and wireless commun
ications at the annual sheep
dog trials which were held
at Canterbury and were
commended upon
their

Tall' Me

Tom Burt has moved his
"Q" Department from the
Drill Hall at St. Peter's
Lane and is now established
0/j/Zces~ /&#/ Up at the New Infantry
Barracks at St. Martin's
Hill. We hope to move the rest of the Battalion
H.Q. up there shortly and are merely awaiting
* the authority from Eastern Command to do so.
Annual Camp this year is to be held at Dibgate
from 11th18th July, and although our numbers
are not large, it has entailed a considerable
amount of work making out training pro
grammes and arranging the administrative
details. We are being accommodated in the
large camp which has been erected for the
Cadets and we are fortunate in having Barton
Wills as our Camp Commandant.
As our numbers grow we hope to enter into
the field of sport. We recently purchased a
large amount of new sports kit which we hope
to try out in camp. In a Garrison match against
' the Shepway Stragglers, who were captained
by Vere Collins, we had three representatives,
Frank Neville, Jack Hopton and Geoffrey Cox,
whilst Pte. Peck was twelfth man. Naturally
we still retain our undisputed position as
leading turf consultants within the Regiment
and the C.O. is always prepared to give the
benefit of his expert advice to those who
require it.
H.Q. Company
We are very pleased to have with us Captain Prestige,
who has taken over the reins of the Company. We
wish him all the best and hope he enjoys his stay and
that he will be for a long time in H.Q. Company.
We are also glad to have in the Company two new
faces in Pte. Lott and Pte. Johnson, and we all hope
they, too, are not long in settling down and enjoy their
stay in the Company.
At Canterbury during the month the Annual Sheep
Dog Trials were held, and our Signal expert, Eddie,
was busy again. Together with some of the lads from
Aylesham, armed with an 18 set each, they were all
busy, keeping contact with each other, and I think
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frpm reports epming in that they were a great help
and even the dogs were pleased. Well done, Eddie and
your gang, but we do wish you would not keep singing
Trees.
For our Annual Camp, which starts this month, we
are going to Dibgate, and of course we are all busy
getting things together. The R.S.M. is running a Drill
Course for Subaltern Officers and N.C.O.s and Sgt.
Sherman is busy preparing a W.T. Cadre. We hope to
have a good time in camp and everything depends now
on the weather.
"A" Company
With the coming of summer (by the calendar, anyway,
if not by the weather) we in the Isle of Thanet are in
our yearly state of turmoil trying to make the necessary
preparation for camp, and at the same time trying to
attend to the even more pressing matter of earning our
living. As is well known, Thanet only lives from June
until September—the rest of the year is spent in making
foul plans to sting the visitors. Hence our dismay at a
July camp, and at the numbers prevented from
attending by the "exigencies of civilian life".
A peep has been taken in advance at our camp area,
and rather more of a peep: at our training area. In fact
two very distressed officers might 'have been seen one
afternoon in late June trying to regain both their breath
and their equilibrium after a somewhat overbrisk
ascent of quite the steepest slope in SouthEast England.
The day was wet, and morale was low, but doubtless
by the time these notes appear, the worst will be behind
us.
When the Prime Minister announced that a State of
Emergency had been declared, attendance at the Drill
Hall showed a marked increase. It may have been a
coincidence, but \ve wondered if the prospect of a bit
of docker's overtime, and the handling of aT few sides
of bacon, were in anyone's minds. However, we
celebrated the occasion by drawing our T.A. Badges,
which have been duly taken on our G.1198 by our ever
watchful and "Q"trained P.S.I.
Noticing that we are to proceed to camp armed to
the teeth with the Company typewriter, we believe that
C.S.M. Excell's heart has sunk to his very boots, for
he has visions of burning the midnight oil (out of one
of the bedside lamps provided for the officers, no doubt)
thumping out the odd returns, while the rest of the
Company will be burning another sort of midnight oil
in the higher spots of Folkestone.
Some wag wants to know if the reference to the spare
chargers means that Officers will be mounted at camp.

"B" Company
Another month has passed and again it is time to
write of events of the past month.
As far as recruiting is concerned "B" Company is not
doing so well as other companies, our strength being
three officers and four men ; but with the opening of
our Club sometime this month we hope to attract more
attention and more recruits from Sittingbourne.
We had a very pleasant evening on June 29th in the
form of a shooting match against "A" Company, 3rd
Cadet Battalion, The Buffs. The Cadets showed a very
high standard of shooting.
The results were as follows :—
1st.—Cadets, with a scbre of 177.
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Losing Team.—"I3M Cqmpany, with a score of 169,
(Setter luck next time "B".j
At some future date we hope ("Hope" being the
operative word) to tie a knot in "A" Company's tail in
a shooting match.
Although Cpl. Joyce was well able to boil water, he
attended a weekend cooking course at ShorncJiffe.
Gerald Proctor still seems to be mourning the loss of
"Esmeralda", because he has not yet found another car
which can fill "Esmeralda's" place in his heart.

"D" Company
Weather has dulled most of our activities in the way
of outdoor training during the last month.
A platoon scheme had been arranged with the Cadets
for a Sunday morning. The recces, had been carried
out on the ground, but again the weather stepped in,
and it had to be cancelled.
We were glad to see "S" Company over here at the
beginning of the month. Their marksmanship was
noble, and we flatter ourselves that ours wasn't so far
behind.
But the main event occurred in the small room
adjoining, where good beer—and, we hope, a good
time—was enjoyed by all.
Most of our activity is directed towards preparing
for camp at the time of writing, and we have cut out
any idea of social or Recruiting activities until after we
return.
Our Contingent there will be small in numbers, but
not, we hope, in zeal.

"S" Company
This month has proved quite an eventful one, starting
with a most successful Miniature Range. Shoot against
"D" Company, which, I am pleased to say, we managed
to win, thereby to some extent making up for our
performance at the Battalion shoot last month.

Home Counties Brigade Training
Battalion Shorncliffe
"THE main item of news during June has been
1 the visit of Her Royal Highness The Duchess
of Kent to the Training Battalion at Shorncliffe
on 8th June.
Her Royal Highness, accompanied by Lady
Rachel Davidson, was first entertained to
lunch in the Officers' Mess and afterwards
proceeded to Risboro' Stadium, where she
inspected the battalion drawn up by companies
in line under command of the following officers :
(No. 1 Coy) Major C. H. Keelyside, R.W.K.
(No. 2 Coy) Major P. Kealey, Queen's.
(No. 3 Coy) Major S. Rose, R.F.
(No. 4 Coy) Major H. Marsh, Mx.
(No. 5 Coy) Major D. C. Nolda, Mx.
(No. 6 Coy) Major P. Lewis, Buffs.
(No. 7 Coy) Major B. Wills, Buffs.
Also on parade was Major R. C. Guy (2 i/c),
Capt. D. N. Court (Adjutant), a Colour Party
of the 50th Foot, the Band and Drums of the
Queen's Own and R.S.M. McCloughlen. After
walking down the lines and speaking to a
number of men, Her Royal Highness returned
to the Saluting Base and the battalion headed
by Lieut.Colonel P. H. Macklin then marched
past in column of platoons. After the march
past, members of the Queen's Own formed a
hollow square in front of the Saluting Base for
the presentation of a Diamond Regimental
Brooch to lier Royal Highness to commemorate
her recent appointment as their Colonelin
Chief.
Later, before returning to London, Her Royal
Highness was entertained to tea on the lawn of
Moore Mess, after which the wives of the Senior
Officers and Warrant Officers were presented
to her. Finally, Her Royal Highness was
photographed with the Officers and Sergeants
to bring to a close a very pleasant and
entertaining day.

"D" Company entertained us in the true Buff manner
and we take this opportunity of thanking them, and
hope that a return match can be arranged after camp
to give them a chance to even the score.
Following the popular fashion at the moment we '
held a Recruiting Parade on Saturday the 19th. Two
Bren Gun Carriers, one a/Tk Gun, one 15cwt. Truck
The Battalion Sports took place on the 19th
with P.A. equipment fitted, toured the main shopping
May, when a large crowd watched some keen
centre of Ashford during the afternoon ; this was
and interesting events. Times were necessarily
followed in the evening by a display of weapons and
equipment at the Drill Hall.
slow in view of the grass track, while field events
So far, we have not been flooded out with applications
were affected by a strong wind that was blowing.
to enlist, but they will come later, so I am ensured by
Tea was provided at the Stadium for all ranks,
those that know. I sincerely hope they are correct.
while during the interval the band played
Our recent film show proved quite a success, thanks to
selections of music. At the conclusion of the
Sgt. Edwards. Cpl. DenverFedder was particularly
events, the prizes were presented by Mrs.
thrilled with the "Carrier Driving"—he even saw it
Macklin.
through a second time—and at the moment is thinking
up ways and means of making his carrier looptheloop.
On 2nd June the District Sports were also
The Carrier in the film did everything except that, so
he feels there is an opening in this field for a keen man.
held at Risborough Stadium and the battalion

THE

were narrowly beaten into second place by the
Royal Engineers after an exciting afternoon's
sport. However, as a compensation, it is
pleasing to note that some fifteen members of
the battalion have been selected to represent
Home Counties District in the Eastern
Command Sports.
The battalion cricket team has made a good
start to the season and to date have played nine
matches without defeat.
In conclusion, it is to be noted that in view
of the fact that the 1st and 2nd Battalions,
the Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment
have now completed their amalgamation, with
effect from 1st June, the Home Counties
Brigade Training Battalion has now been
redesignated 1st Battalion, The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment (50th and 97th).

Correspondence.
1,300 Pandora Avenue,
Victoria, B.C.
June Yltln, 1948.
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Editor, "The Dragon".
Dear Sir,
Sixtysix years ago today, i.e. June 17th, 1882,
I was sworn in for that famous old regiment—The Buffs.
Some might think it was a sign of senile decay, but
I just have the urge to send to you on behalf of the
Regiment generally, my respects in grateful remem
brance of twentyfive of the happiest years of my life.
I severed my connection with the Regiment in 1907,
came direct to Canada, spent three and a half years—i.e.
four summers and three winters—fruit farming on the
Niagara Peninsula, and then came out West, to B.C.,
where I have been ever since. I was appointed, shortly
after my arrival, City Clerk and Treasurer to the City
of Duncan, which had just been incorporated, which
position I held for twentytwo years, when at my own
request I was superannuated. Subsequently I was
made an Alderman of the said City for four successive
years, followed by four years as Mayor, totalling thirty
years in municipal work.
About two years ago I took up permanent residence
at the above address. Victoria, by the way, is a most
ideal place of residence—equable climate and the most
lovely scenery in the world.
You would not be interested in my military record—
you have it stacked away in some storeroom, no doubt—
but I was ColourSergeant or Company SergeantMajor
for quite a few years, then Regimental SergeantMajor
and Quartermaster, to what is now, I believe, the 4th
Territorial Battalion, but may be mixed up as to this—
so many changes since my day. I often think about a
"character" by the name of William Day who was at
the Depot in 1882. At that period we still had a monthly
muster parade to check up on the men on the regimental
books—an old custom brought down from olden days
when a large percentage of men could not read or write,
could not sign their names, just put a mark "X"
opposite the'amount of pay received. At these monthly
muster parades each man, as his name was called out,

was required to give his regimental number and the
number of G.C. badges'he* carried. Billy Day, as he was
always known, spoke with a very bad lisp, and when
his name was called (his regimental number, by the way,
was 1606) he would sing out "Ticteen ought tic and one
bad", much to the amusement of all who heard him.
Excuse these ramblings—bears out what I stated in
my opening remarks about signs of approaching senile
decay.
Wishing the Old Regiment tlje best of Good Luck in
years to come.
Yours faithfully,
JAMES GREIG,

(Reg. No. 443).

Past and Present Association—Continued from p. 166

Brighton Branch
A good meeting on 5th July with sixteen
members present and two visitors—Messrs.
Cotton and Taylor. A 'bus load will certainly
visit Canterbury on 8th August, and details
were collected and discussed and the 'bus
booked.
March table will be issued later, but it looks
like an early start from Brighton, picking up
members at Burgess Hill, Haywards Heath and
Blackboys. We can't manage the Freedom of
the City of Canterbury, but Mr. J. Dray will
represent the branch.

JACOB'S BISCUITS
including

CREAM CRACKERS
&

WATER BISCUITS
Recommended for use in
Messes and Canteens as
suitable

accompaniments

to all meals

W. & R. JACOB & Co. (L'pool), Ltd.
Aintree Biscuit Factory
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J. H. & J. BROOKE, Ltd.

By Appointment

Wine Merchants

Wine Merchants

To His Majesty the King

LONDON

Established 1799

27 CLEMENTS LANE, E.C.4

«

Telephone : MANslon House, 5301 (3 lines)

FOLKESTONE
134 SANDGATE ROAD
Telephone : Folkestone 3123 (2 lines)

HYTHE

78 HIGH STREET
Teleiihone: Hythe 6301

FORM OF LEGACY
(to be included in a will, or as a codicil thereto).
I BEQUEATH to the Colonel for the time being of The Buffs, the sum
of £

:

:

free from legacy duty, in aid of the general objects

of the Central Fund (Colonel of The Buffs), for which legacy the Receipt of
such Colonel shall be a sufficient discharge to my Executors.

Signature
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pOR those wishing to receive the Paper direct through
the post each month, the rates of subscriptions are :
1 year, 8/. 6 months, 4/. 3 months, 2/.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor Depot The Buffs,
Canterbury.

25 YEARS OF CATERING FOR

CANTERBURY AND GARRISON
We have seen the change from large families
and large joints,
To small families and smaller joints,
To rationing and even smaller joints.
We make it our constant endeavour to help
you through the week,
And guarantee your Sunday joint, large or
small.
:: FAMILY BUTCHER ::

F. R. BEANEY

Sausage
Our wall
Established
Speciality

(EXBUFF)

22a MILITARY ROAD,
CANTERBURY

yi
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How to get "The Dragon"

Telephone 2107

GIBBS and SONS
GENERAL

PRINTERS

ALL CLASSES OF
MILITARY
PRINTING
EXECUTED AT SHORT
NOTICE'

*
BALANCE SHEETS
POSTERS
PROGRAMMES
SPORTS FIXTURE CARDS

*
PRINTERS

Really

Established 1818

OF

THIS JOURNAL

ESTIMATES

GIVEN

Extensive
Refrigeration

16 Orange Street, Canterbury

Telephone 2827

%l

SANDON & Co., Ltd.
9 STRATTON STREET
7
'ASPRO' reaches you in perfect
'condition—just exactly as it is made.
; Every single tablet is sealedoff from the
=air, from moisture, from any form of
Till
contamination. When you tear open
the tape — there it is in its perfection
YOU/?
—the pure white newmade 'ASPRO'
tear
the*
.
u
j tablet. Scientific purity means safety—in
tape, no nana 'ASPRO' there are no traces whatever of
Has tOUCned impurities such as harmful free salicylic acid,
the tablet. Because of this 'ASPRO' produces no
harmful aftereffects and does not harm the heart or stomach.
With 'ASPRO' you get the simple, swift, effective action of
the pure medicine. The tablets quickly dispel pain, avert
the symptoms of Summer colds, and banish headaches and
sleeolcssness.

WHO
Obtainable
from your

N. A. A.

F. I.
P A M T F P Nl
k. M »N I CC !M
Made by
ASPRO LIMITED,

PI.   ,<J Slough,

f'Vl J:l*l Bucks

PICCADILLY, W.1.

Civil,
(HMlitan> anb flDufti Sailors,
Tbunting Coats 8 Breeches

IS A SURE FRIEND
HELPS WITHOUT DELAY
WISHED HE'D TAKEN 'ASPRO'
EARLIER
Mrs. J. G. writes from Welling, Kent
"For three solid days m y husband suffered
with severe headaches and pains in the
Telegrams:
back and neck. My husband only regrets
that he didn't take 'ASPRO' the first day
of his illness. He is now greatly improved GEEGEE, PICCY, LONDON.
thanks to 'ASPRO'."

Telephone:
GROSVENOR, 3524
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CONWAY WILLIAMS
THE MAYFAIR TAILOR

48 BROOK ST., MAYFAIR, LONDON, W.l
(Opposite Claridge's Hotel)
AND

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY
Morning and Evening Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions

Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits

All Cloths cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand
in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors
REGIMENTAL

TAILORS

TO THE

Telephones:
Mayfair 0945—Camberley 498

A.J.WHITE,HATTERS>Ltd.
A. J. WHITE

Mrs. WHITE

CAP MAKERS
TO THE
REGIMENT
V
IK

REGIMENTAL
CLUB & SCHOOL
COLOUR
SPECIALIST

SOLE SUPPLIERS
OF THE
FLEXOLYTE
FIELD SERVICE
CAP

FANCY TIES,
SCARVES,
ETC.

MAKERS OF EVERY KIND
OF

LADIES' & GENT'S HEADWEAR
Established over 80 years

8 BURLINGTON GARDENS, W.l
Telephone :

REGENT

0582

BUFFS

REGIMENT

Telegrams:
"Militaila Wesdo, London"

TROPHIES

DESIGNED & MADE BY CRAFTSMEN
For threequarters of a century the name
F. PHILLIPS has been synonymous with
Trophies representing artistic perfection as well
as sound economy. Cups, Shields, Medals, etc.,
are supplied from stock, or to special design.
Quotations gladly submitted.

F. PHILLIPS,

(F. PHILLIPS and R. A. GARRATT)^=
Wellington Street, Aldershot
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MAJOR
PRIVATE

Banking
for the Army of To-day

KENTISH
GROCERS

VYE&SON
Throughout the County
Telephone 2785
Qox's & KING'S BRANCH of Lloyds Bank has for genera
tions specialised in banking for Officers of the British
Army. This Branch at 6 Pall Mall, besides acting as
official Agents for the issue of pay and allowances, is
hilly equipped to deal with Income Tax, Retired Pay
and Pensions. Periodical payments can be made on
behalf of customers, and Overseas business of every kind
transacted. The services of the Executor and Trustee
Department are also available. Arrangements can be
made to cash cheques at any of the Bank's Branches and
Agencies at home and abroad.
The Manager will be glad to describe in fuller detail the
services and facilities of the Bank to any Officer who
desires to open an account.

LLOYDS BANK
L I M I

FRANK J . SANGERS
(EX

Jfamilt) ^Butcher
LICENSED DEALER IN GAME
You can rely upon the
PRIVATE
TRADER
for Value, Courtesy and Service

114 NORTHGATE St., CANTERBURY

CIVIL & MILITARY TAILORS
COMPLETE OUTFITTERS

T E D

( C O X 'S & K I N G 'S B R A N C H )

BUFFS)

TELEPHONE

2566

ARMY & ROYAL AIR FORCE AGENTS 6, P«D Mall, S.W.I

Offices at or near all Army and Royal Air Force
centres in England and Wales.

CLOTHES WHICH BEAR THE
AUTHORITATIVE STAMP OF
QUALITY IN EVERY DETAIL
CUT & MADE ON THE PREMISES

WARRENS (CANTERBURY) LTD.
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SUN STREET CANTERBURY

THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment).
The Dragon.

In each of the four corners the United Red and White Rose ensigned with the Imperial Crown.

Agmts—Lloyds Bank, Ltd., Cox's & King's Branch.

Regimental Journal

The Dragon ", Canterbuiy.

Regimental Association - The Past and Present Association, The Buffs, Canterbury.
Allied Regiment of The Canadian Army.
The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada.
23/12/47
4/6/43

... His Majesty Frederik IX., King of Denmark
MajorGenera] Hon. P. G Scarlett, C.B., M.C., ret. pay, p.s.c.

Colonel-m-Chief
Colonel
Officer Comdg.

Depot The Buffs, Canterbury— Major E. L C. Edlmann, M.C.
Regular and Militia Battalions.
Uniform—Scarlet. Fabings— Buff.
Cadre 1st Battalion {3rd Foot)—En Route Hong Kong.
2nd Battalion (3rd Foot)—S.E.A.L.F.
3rd Battalion (East Kent Militia) —Canterbury

ith Battalion (Canterbury).
5th Battalion (In abeyance).

Territorial Army Battalions.
Hon. Colonel
Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D.
Hon. Coiond
Col. E B. Burns. T.D., D.L.

Unit or Appointment
LIEUTENANTCOLONELS.
T/Brig., Staff, Overseas.
§Rice, N. D
T/Brig., War Office.
Boucher, V., C.B.E
T/Col.
Nicholson, J. G., C.B.E.

Rose, A. J. D., O.B.E.
King, J. E., D.S.O. ...
Knocker, H. S.
Coates, D. C.
Airy, E A
Bruce, E. P. C., M.C.
LyndenBell, P. T. G.
Dewar, M. P. D., M.B.E.
Parry, F. W. B
Spear, T. H., O.B.E.
Parrv, R. F., M.C. ...
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O.
Williams, H. P.
Connolly, T F., D.S.O.
Craig, B. H
Tuff, C. R
Jelf, A. G
Craddock, R. W., D.S.O
M.B.E
Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E.
Grace, H. R....
Scott, E. S., M.B.E.
Harris St. John, B. J.
Lewis, P. J
Bailey, N. T.
Edlmann. E. L C., M.C.
Edmeades, R. W. ...
Rawlings, A. C.
Horley, B. M.

Ravenhill, R. A. C....
Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E.
Dendy, R. H.
Lucas, J. P. ...
Norris, N. F. H. C. ...
Majendie, A. E.
Harbord, K. P. G. ...
Blaxland, W. G.
Gay, A. W
Bossom, C
Montgomery, D.
§ Supernumerary.

MAJORS.
T/Col., G.H.Q., M.EL.F.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, U.K.
T/Lt.Col., H.Q. Malaya Command.
Polish Resettlement Corps.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, U.K.
52nd Gn. R.P.C.
H.Q., Malaya Command.
T/Lt.Col., Leave.
T/Lt.Col., 2nd Bn.
T/Lt.Col. H.Q., Gibraltar.
T/Lt.Col., War Office.
T/Lt.Col., 4th Bn.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, B.A.O.R.
T/Lt.Col. M.E.L.F.
2nd Bn.
T/Lt.Col., War Office.
Leave U.K.
T/Lt.Col., War Office.
2nd Bn.
Staff, B.A.O.R.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas.
2nd Bn.
H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
2nd Bn.
Depot.
Mil. Mission Greece.
A.P.M., Mombasa.
War Office.
CAPTAINS.
T/Maj., Staff, U.K.
T/Maj., 2nd Bn.
T/Maj., Staff, Overseas.
H.C. Bde. T. Bn.
T/Maj., Staff, Overseas
T/Maj., 2nd Bn.
Leave pending retirement.
Depot.
K.A.R. Mauritius.
Depot.
T/Maj., Staff, U.K.

Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O.

Butcher, D. A. T.
Gurney, A. H.
Tilleard, J.

CAPTAINS—continued.

Lindley, P. A. N. ...
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
Poulsen, N. D.
Cox, E. G., M.C. ...
Collins, H. A.
Critchley, L. P.
McGrath, B., M.C. ...
Critchton, R. F.
May, J. F
Worts, J.B., M.C. ...

... Staff, Overseas.
... 2nd Bn.
... Language Course, China.
... 4th Bn.
... T/Maj., Staff, U.K.
... H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
... T/Maj., Student, Staff College, Camberley.
... T/Maj., Student,Staff College, Camberley.
...

Semmence, R. G. H.

...

T/Maj. D.A.A. & Q.M.G., Mombasa
SubArea.
T/Maj. Tochi Scouts,
Miranshah
Pakistan.
Court, D. N
... H:C. Bde./T. Bn.
GordonWilson, N. F.. M.B.E. 2nd Bn.
... T/Maj. Staff, Overseas.
Nash, J. P
Hadshar, G. ...
... War Office.
ffrench Blake, M. A. O 'B. ... En Route, 2nd Bn.
Iliffe, R. O
... H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
... H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
LIEUTENANTS.
Barrett, D. P. R. ...
... En Route, 2nd Bn.
... T/Capt., 2/1 Gurkha Rifles, Abbottabad,
McDonald, E. W.
Marshall, F
... T/Capt., B.M.M., Greece.
... T/Capt., Indian Military Academy.
Harley, D. B.
Dehra Dun.
Dent, J. E
... Leave, U.K.
Dubois, G. E.
... T/Maj., H.Q. Malaya Command.
Peckham, A. D.
... 2nd Bn. Leave.
... Staff, Overseas.
Johnson, T. S.
... H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
Squire, S. J
Thorneycroft, F. E...
... Staff, Overseas.
Wilson, P. F.
... T/Capt., Staff, Overseas.
Hamilton, C. M.
... H.C., Bde., T. Bn.
Willows, D. A.
... A. F. Depot, Aldershot.
Gatehouse, H. R. ...
... En Route, 2nd Bn.
Brigstocke, W. F. ...
... 2nd. Bn.
Phillips, L. M.
... Malaya.
... Basic O.C.T.U., U.K.
Howe, L. G. ...
... T/Capt., attached Wiltshire Regiment.
Griffin, C. J
Hurst, A. J. B.
H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
Webber, J. W.
... 2nd Bn.
Pirn, A. H. E.
... 2nd Bn.
StratfordTuke, R. A.
QUARTERMA STERS.
... Maj. (Q.M.)
Martin, H. J., M.B.E.
... Maj. (Q.M.), Depot
Ricketts, G. A.
;..
... T/Maj. (Q.M.), 2nd Bn.
Williams, L J.
... Capt. (Q.M.), 4th Bn.
Watts, E. H. F.

4th Battalion.
LIEUTBNANTCOLONBL.

Hews, G. R. D., M.C.
Proctor, G. A. H., Af.C.
Taylor, N. G. N.

Unit or Appointment

Name

Name

1/8/4&
5/12/45

MAJORS.

CAPTAINS.

LIEUTENANTS.
Barnes, A. G.
Gore, R. E.
Hannah, W. H.
Hopton, I. J.
Neville, F. G., M.C.
Parslow, L J.
Price.. W. J. J.
French, B G. J.
Hamerton, Major J. R. (R.A.M.C.), Medical Officer.

Pest free:

A PAPER FOR

8/- per annum
4/- 6 months
2/- 3 months
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Personalia
]VJ AJORGENERAL H. de R. Morgan is to
1 *be a Deputy Lieutenant for Brecknock
shire. He and Mrs. Morgan have settled into
their new home, Llandefaelog House, Brecon,
and have their daughter Joan with them for a
month or so as she has terminated her engage
ment with the L.C.C.

We regret to record the death of Major
R. A. Pinhey, which occurred on 15th July,
and offer our sympathy to his wife and family
in their loss.

Lieut. Col. Guy Lee is to be a Deputy Lieu
tenant for Merionethshire.

Captain W. M. Iversen has been appointed a
Captain in the Danish Army and attached to
his old regiment, the 5th, in which he served
as a Lieutenant from 191518. The appoint
ment is a personal one given by the King.

Lieut.Colonel E. F. Hall has been placed on
retired pay and granted the honorary rank of
Brigadier. We wish him the best of luck for
the future.

We regret to record the death of Captain E.
A. Carter which occurred on August 25th and
offer our sympathy to his wife and family in
their loss.

Colonel A. J. D. Rose, who has been home on
leave, has returned to M.E.L.F.

Francis Morgan is with the 2nd Battalion at
Hong Kong and enjoying life in spite of high
prices. John writes of the unruffled calm of
life in Kirkuk.

We offer our sympathy to Lieut.Colonel
R. W. Craddock on the death of his mother.
Lieut.Colonel J. F. Connolly is now at
Tripoli, where he is having a successful cricket
season.
We regret to record the death of Lieut.Col.
H. Fine, which occurred on 20th July, and offer
our sympathy to his family in their loss.
Captain ffrench Blake and Lieuts. Barrett
and Gatehouse have left the Depot and are on
their way to Hong Kong.

We understand that the marriage of Miss
Kestrel Allen and Neil Findlay is not to take
place till after Christmas.
In the performance of Sheridan's Critic which
the Old Stagers played during the Cricket
Week, Captain Clive Bossom and Brook
Plumptre took the parts, respectively, of the
Sentinel and the Constable ; they both appeared
in the Epilogue.
The following officers (E.C.) have relinquished
their commissions :—Captain S. G. T. Corfield,
Lieut. J. C. McManus, Captain G. E. Wager.

THE
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K. J. B. Teesdale, who was demobilised in
February, has arrived at Hobart, S. Australia,
his home town, where he is attending a
University for first year Engineering. He finds
the social life and sport very active.
2/Lieuts. G. M. C. Mount and D. R. A.
Spankie have gone on draft for the 2nd
Battalion, and Captain N. E. H. Todman to
Singapore for a third grade Staff appointment.
Lieut. G. D. Taylor has gone on Class "A"
Release.
We hear that 5994 exCpl. A. H. Blackman,
late "E" Company, 2nd Battalion, is in Stratton
Hospital, Stratton Street, St. Margaret's, Nr.
Swindon. He is now very crippled. He served
with the Regiment in Somaliland, South Africa,
1899, and came up for service in 1914.
The S.A. War Veterans Association, local
branch, have made him a member.
We regret to record the death of InPensioner
D. Barnett, which occurred on 11th July, aged
83 years. He served for 22 years one month
and was in possession of the Queen's S.A.
Medal, the British War and Victory Medals,
191418.
Ex:Sergeant Kennedy, aged 78 years, late
2nd Battalion, who enlisted in 1884, was
recently presented with the Meritorious Service
Medal by Brigadier R. J. Streatfield. Later a
shooting match took place on the miniature
range between a T.A. team versus Sgt. Kennedy
and his five sons. He shot very well and the
final score was T.A. Team 92, Sgt. Kennedy's
Team 88.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
BIRTHS

Craig.—On July 23rd, 1948, at Hong Kong, to
the wife of Major B. H. Craig, 2nd Buffs, a
son.
O'Keefe.—On July 3rd, 1948, to the wife of
C.S.M. O'Keefe, M.M., at St. Helena Hos
pital, Shornecliffe, a son (Patrick Charles).
Poulsen.—On August 10th, 1948, at Peiping,
China, to Mary (nee Veasey), wife of Captain
N. D. Poulsen, The Buffs, a daughter.
MARRIAGE

Clarke—Cornwallis.—On July 22nd, 1948,
quietly, in London, Lieut.Colonel John
Clarke to the Hon. Mrs. Cornwallis.

DEATHS

Fine.—On July 20th, 1948, passed peacefully
away after a serious illness courageously
borne, Lieut.Colonel Harry Fine, M.C.,
beloved, loving and devoted brother of
Gertrude Holzberg.
Parry.—On July 16th, 1948, at St. Peter's
Hospital, Chertsey, Major Edward Cecil
Morgan Parry, O.B.E., late The Buffs, of
Maybury Cottage, Woking, Surrey.
Pinhey.—On July 15th, 1948, following an
operation, Major Robert Alexander Pinhey,
late The Buffs.
ENGAGEMENT

Major James Bernard Worts, M.C., and
Miss Myfanwy Gratten Lloyd
The engagement is announced between Major
James Bernard Worts, M.C., The Buffs, only son
of Mr. and Mrs. H. B. Worts of "Rockdean",
St. Leonard's Road, Hythe, Kent, and Myfanwy
Gratten, eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. G.
Lloyd, of Tanga, Tanganyika Territory, East
Africa.

Obituary.
Lieut.Colonel Harry Fine, M.C.
S a young man of 19 years of age, Harry Fine
journeyed from South Africa to England to do his
bit for the Old Country and became one of the 7th
Service Battalion's most popular officers during the
First Great War. He was posted to* the 7th Buffs in
1916 in the month of September, and took part in the
many severe battles which fell to the lot of the 7th
Battalion to participate in, which included Thiepval
and the fighting at Schwaben Redoubt. During 1917,
Harry became Company Commander of "D" Company
and led his company into action at Cherisy and all
subsequent fighting in the Ypres Salient. During the
German onslaught in March, 1918 we find Harry Fine
commanding a mixed party of Buffs and other units,
putting up an heroic defence at "Fort Verduiel", where
his calm leadership of a spirited defence, successfully
held up the German advance in this sector for over 24
hours, and in fact, considerably impeded the German
push in neighbouring sectors. When by sheer weight
of numbers the Fort eventually fell, he knew that he
had done a grand job of work worthy of a Buff, and a
job worthy to be recognised by his Country : he was
awarded the Military Cross.
Taken prisoner, he was sent as far away as possible
and confined in the Fortress of Groudenz on the Vistula,
which at that time was a frozen mass of block ice, whilst
snow lay two feet thick. The writer joined Harry Fine
in this bestial place and naturally we soon became firm
friends. He was a fluent linguist and spoke German
like a native, hence he very often got into trouble for
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not informing the German Commandant about the
many secret plannings which took place between the
prisoners in the Fortress. On one occasion a roll call
was sounded at 11 p.m. when all were asleep. There was
an "Escape" and when we stood on a bitter cold night
in two feet of snow—many had no boots to put on—the
Commandant yelled : "This officer speaks German and
and must have known about the Escapes but has told
me nothing." Harry Fine refused to speak, but the
officer next to me answered loud enough for me to
hear : "Harry's a soldier and good luck to him." I could
tell you a lot concerning Harry Fine and how he
brightened us all up in those days of sadness by his
Camp Theatre and Green Room.
After the War I went to the London Hippodrome,
when to my great delight he appeared on the stage.
He was a most marvellous dancer and carried on with his
stage career.
On the outbreak of the 1939 War, he was again in
harness and we find him in France and Germany.
After the war had finished, he was Commandant of a
German Civil Administration Centre at Bletchley, in
connection with the British Control in Germany.
Comparatively recently, he was sent to Germany on an
important post, but his health giving way, he returned
home.
I am sure that his old friends of the 7th Battalion,
The Buffs, will deeply mourn his passing, and not least
the London Branch of our Association, which made
Harry Fine their Chairman this year.
In writing this short appreciation, I am indebted for
assistance to Mr. J. C. Neale Dalton, who was a brother
officer.
Harry leaves a sister who was inseparable from him,
and to whofh we tender our great and sincere sympathy
in the loss of one beloved by all who ever met him, and
whose memory will be for ever cherished.
The Regiment and the London Branch were repre
sented at the funeral by Lieut.Colonel J. R. P. Williams.
J.E.E.
No. 3390 Harry Foot
The late Harry Foot served most of his earlier
soldiering days with the 1st Battalion in India. On
the outbreak of the Boer War he was recalled to the
Colours and reported to the 2nd Battalion at Aldershot,
eventually proceeding to South Africa with the battalion
on the S.S. Gaika. He took part in all the engagements
up to and including the Battle of Paardeberg and the
action at Kitchener's Kop.
Whilst at Paardeberg the battalion was short of
water and those who experienced this period of hunger
and thirst are never likely to forget it. How was water
to be obtained ? The Boers occupied the river bed of
the Modder, so volunteers were called for to try and
make their way wide of the Boer flanks. Harry Foot
was one who immediately fell in for this imperative but
extremely dangerous task. His small party consisted of
two men carrying the entire section's water bottles.
Each section of the battalion was similarly dealt with.
Approaching the river bed after walking roughly two
miles, the party came under a murderous fire from the
river and there were several casualties. On return to
bivouac it was found that Harry Foot * was missing,
so was every waterbottle belonging to his section.
After the battalion entered Pretoria, to our joy and
surprise Harry Foot was there to report. He had been
wounded and taken prisoner, and General Cronje had
ordered he be immediately sent to Pretoria. From that
day he was affectionately nicknamed "Waterbottles".
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For some long time our dear old "Waterbottles" had
been suffering illhealth and his death is a great release
from pain. At the funeral the branch was represented
by Joe Hawkins and T. W. (Woolwich) Taylor, and a
wreath was placed on his grave.

Mrs. J. Redman
It is with feelings of deep regret and sorrow that
I write these few lines to the memory of a great Buff
and lady—one who had seen me grow up from childhood
The late Mrs. Redman joined the Regiment in Athlone
when as a young Irish girl she married Mr. (Billy)
Redman, M.M., who at that time was a groom to
Captain and Adjutant Ingouville Williams. She became
extremely popular with the married families and was
one of those ladies who always took the adage that
"a little help was worth more than a great deal of pity".
Her wit was a national trait, and so was her spirit of
determination. Her love of The Buffs was supreme,
notwithstanding she lost two of her boys in the Regi
ment during the First Great War. When in good health
she never missed a Guild meeting, and was often present
at the gathering of the men with her husband. On
Cenotaph Parades she was conspicuous wearing the
medals of her two sons, and no prouder mother ever
marched along Whitehall.
Illhealth gripped her some while back, and her
daughter Cissie travelled daily from Central London to
Clapham to attend to her needs. She would very
frequently say : "I do not know what I would do without
my Cissie". As a mother who loved her family there
was no equal. She journed with her husband in the
2nd Battalion from the early days of Athlone, Kilkenny,
Brighton, Dover, Bulford, Harrismith, Wellington,
Hong Kong, etc., one of the old brigade and one we shall
all deeply miss.
The late Mrs. Redman was laid to rest in Streatham
Cemetery and the Guild was represented by Mrs. Austin
and Mrs. Odell. Wreaths were sent from the Ladies'
Guild and from the London Branch.
D.E.S.

Robert Alexander Pinhey
Born 7th May, 1892 ; Died 15th July, 1948.
Appointed 2/Lieutenant in The Buffs on October 11th,
1911, he served with the 2nd Battalion in Singapore
until resigning his commission on 14th December, 1912.
He then became a rubber planter.
On the outbreak of the Great War, 191418, he
rejoined The Buffs, being promoted to Captain in
October, 1916, and awarded a mention in despatches.
In 1922 he was seconded to the West Africa Regiment
with which he served until his retirement in 1924.
At the outbreak of the recent war he was planting in
Malaya. He rejoined the Army and was Assistant
Provost Marshal, Singapore, when the City fell. From
that time onwards until the end of the war he was a
prisoner in*the hands of the Japanese.
Bob was a cheerful soul whose adventurous spirit
found the peacetime routine of army life irksome. For
many years he was a planter both in Brazil and Malaya.
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Future Events
The Buffs Golfing Society.—Autumn
Meeting, LittlestoneonSea, September
18th19th.
London Branch, Past and Present
Association, 22nd Anniversary Ball (Run
ning Buffet), London Bridge Hotel, S.E.I,
Saturday, September 25th, 1948. Tickets
9/6 each. Application to Mr. R. J. Collins,
90 Queenswood Road, Forest Hill, London,
S.E.23. Dress Optional.

Lieut.Colonel Daniel Christopher Coates
(6507), The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regt.).
Lieut.Colonel Gerard Randall Howe
(14067), The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regt.).
Captain Lionel John Williams (130693),
The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regt.).
TERRITORIAL ARMY

The following Officer is awarded the Efficiency
Medal (Territorial)
THE BUFFS.—Lt. H. U. L. Norfolk (99724).

Buffs Officers' ReUnion Club
TT is proposed to form a Buffs Officers' Re
1 union Club. The qualification for a member
is to have held a Regular, Regular Army
Reserve, Supplementary Reserve, Territorial,
Territorial Army Reserve or Emergency Com
mission in. The Buffs, or to have served in the
ranks of The Buffs and to have been com
missioned into another Unit or Corps.
Officers of
R.A.M.C., R.E.M.E. and
R.A.Ch.D., who have been attached to the
Regiment for a period of at least six months
are welcomed as honorary members.
The annual subscription will be 2/6.
Arrangements are being made for the annual
reunion to be held at the Rembrandt Hotel,
Thurloe Place, S.W.7, on Wednesday, October
13th, 1948, 7 p.m.10 p.m. Dress optional.
The cost of a buffet meal, inclusive of tips, will
be fourteen shillings.
Circular letters are being sent out to as many
officers as possible, but will those who wish to
join the Club please communicate with the
Officer Commanding Depot, The Buffs, Canter
bury (envelope marked Officers' Reunion
Club), enclosing the annual membership fee
plus, if attending the 1948 Reunion, the charge
for the meal.

Extracts from the London Gazette
The King has been pleased to grant
unrestricted permission for the wearing of
the following decoration which has been
conferred on the undermentioned person
nel in recognition of distinguished services
in the cause of the Allies :—
Decorations conferred by His Majesty
The King of Denmark.
King Christian X Liberty Metial
Col. (Temporary) William Henry Rowe,
C.B.E., D.S.O. (11942), The Buffs (Royal
East Kent Regiment).

The Buffs Golfing Society
ROM amongst the 62 potential entries for
Fthe
Autumn Meeting in the first instance,

there are still 24 from whom a reply is awaited.
In the meantime the following have definitely
notified their intention of being present :—

MajorGeneral the Hon. P. G. Scarlett and Sir R. G.
Stanham.
Lieut.Colonels E. V. Argles, E. P. C. Bruce, J.
Crookenden, M. P. D. Dewar, N. E. Hoare and C. E.
Wilson.
Majors W. R. H. Browne, Eric Clarke, H. E. Colton,
P. R. H. Fox, H. Jackson, D. Montgomery, A. J.
Peareth, R. A. C. Ravenhill, H. B. Shorter and R. W.
Williams.
Captains V. Collins, M. GilbertLodge, W. C.
Lamarque, B. E. T. Meyrick, V. Newton Moss and G. P.
Mount.
Messrs. C. R. Burn, T. M. S. Dyer, R. H. Haseldon,
J. H. Jackson, R. C. Lancaster, W. J. Richardson,
R. E. Thomas and M. Watney.
Non Playing Members
Majors D. C. Coates and H. F. Whitfield.

Amongst those unable to come is Captain
M. B. Barron, who has very kindly sent us two
100 boxes of cigarettes as prizes. (Incidentally
the agony of announcing this act of generosity
has been almost unbearable as only one day
has passed since the writer gave up smoking ! !)
A further news item relating to the Meeting
is that it has been decided to hold a five shilling
selling sweep after the Annual Meeting; full
details will be sent out with the pairings and
starting times, etc. Many will remember the
fun arising from the last held prewar, when
Captain B. M. Horley, a beginner, after holing
out the first 18 holes of the Paget Cup in a gross
165, was bought in for 5/ to play off 59 in the
second round to return the leading score of
net 74 ! and thereby win the pool for his
purchaser.
We are glad to welcome Captain R. G.
Hadshar as a nonplaying member.
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Prince Georg, The Mayor, The Colonel of the Regiment, The Town Clerk, The
Sheriff, Aldermen and Town Sergeants

Remembrance Sunday
and the Freedom of the City
HT HE 8th August this year was a day of some
* historical significance for the Regiment, when
the Freedom of the City of Canterbury was
conferred upon it. The choice of date was
obvious, for it was thereby hoped that the
maximum number of Buffs, past and present,
would be able to witness the ceremony, and on
its conclusion carry out their annual pilgrimage
to the Cathedral for the Service of Remem
brance. In normal times the Freedom ceremony
would have been conferred in the City Guild
hall, the arrangements being made by civic
authorities, but with the Guildhall under
repair, we gladly agreed to stage the ceremony
at our own Regimental Headquarters and
Depot.
Before describing the Ceremony as it actually occurred,
it would be relevant to mention that had the weather
been fine, the Ceremony would have taken place on the
main cricket field.
Here, a spacious dais had been
erected and decorated, backed by twin flagpoles from
which the Regimental and City flags were to.be unfurled
on the salute being given. Enclosures were arranged
and loudspeakers erected (by Eastern Command Signal

Regiment, Canterbury), so that all those present, some
two thousand strong, would have been able to see and
hear the Band and Drums, Guard of Honour, the Mayor s
State Procession, and the speeches from the dais. In
case of wet weather, the huge marquee, erected next to
the gymnasium earlier in the week for the Ball in aid of
S.S.A.F.A. and Buffs War Memorial Fund, was retained,
and similar arrangements made inside it on a slightly
restricted scale. Well over 1,000 could have witnessed
the Ceremony under cover.
But the weather was neither fine nor merely wet.
At about 6.30 a.m. on Sunday morning, after an allnight
gale of great force and in driving rain, the marquee
went up in the air and crashed down on all the seats,
loudspeakers, flowers, and other furnishings within it.
A similar fate struck five other large tents erected for
the afternoon's Reunion. There was little time to
salvage the wreckage, and no time nor manpower to
repitch the marquees in the high gale. The interior of
the gymnasium had been set for the official luncheon
party due to take place after the Service, and this had
to be cleared away to make room for the Ceremony ;
the building, inadequate as it was for the purpose, was
the only possible place in the circumstances.
Thus it was that the Freedom Ceremony, itself
curtailed, was only witnessed by about 600, and large
numbers of the Past and Present Association, who had
started very early from all parts of Kent and London,
had the disappointment of having to wait outside.
It can only be said that their disappointment was at
least equalled by that of all those who had put in many
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The Town Clerk reading the Certficate
weeks of work in preparation and rehearsal, A further
result of the change was that only a reduced Guard of
Honour could be squeezed into the gym., while the
Regimental Colour of the 4th Battalion (T,A.) was not
carried on parade at all—a keen disappointment to
Captain p. A. T. Butcher of the 4th Battalion and his
escort, Sgts. Sherman and Kemp, who formed the
Colour Party.
The Freedom Ceremony
By 10.45 a.m. all was set for the arrival of the Mayor
and Corporation. A Guard of Honour consisting of
Major P. J. Lewis, Lieut. J. A. C. Bird and 50 O.Rs. of
The Buffs from the Home Counties Brigade Training
Battalion at Shorncliffe, was drawn up with fixed
bayonets behind the dais. Most of the men in this
Guard were young National Service men with only a
few weeks' service. The Band and Drums of 1st
Battalion, Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment
(by permission of Lieut.Colonel P. H. Macklin, O.B.E.),
were stationed in the gallery. Chelsea Pensioner Norman
and two Buff boys of the Duke of York's School, P. G.
Twyman and J.J. Pointer, had seats of honour in front,
and the building was filled to capacity. The Colonel of
the Regiment then arrived with H.H. Prince Georg of
Denmark, who is at present Military Attache in London,
and took station to await the Mayor. Accompanying
General Scarlett was Lieut. H. R. Gatehouse, his A.D.C.
for the day.

Everyone present was given a special souvenir pro
gramme of the days' events. For the production of these
we are indebted to the generosity of the Mayor herself,
and of the work to her son Major Rodney Hews.
Shortly before 11 o'clock the Mayor (Alderman Mrs.
G. R. Hews) and Corporation formed up on the edge of
the square in State procession, and presented a colourful
sight in their gowns of scarlet, blue, and black, preceded
by Town Sergeants bearing the Mace and the Sword.
Led by the O.C. Depot (Major E. L. C. Edlmann) and
accompanied also by Captain C. Bossom and R.S.M.
S. J. Moore of the Depot Staff, they entered the gym
nasium to a fanfare of bugles and roll of drums sounded
from the gallery. Major P. J. Lewis (The Officer i/c
Guard of Honour) ordered "The Buffs will salute the
Citizens of Canterbury", and the Guard presented arms.
This salute was followed by a General Salute, both salutes
being played by the Band. Then, after the processional
party had taken their seats, the Mayor, accompanied
by the Colonel of the Regiment, inspected the Guard
of Honour, which, it must be said, displayed a bearing
and drill entirely worthy of the occasion.
The Mayor, Colonel of the Regiment, Town Clerk
(Mr. j. Boyle) and Prince Georg of Denmark then
mounted the dais and took their seats, flanked on one
side by the O.C, Depot, and on the other by the Sheriff
of Canterbury (Mr. W. H. Chessell). With the Mace
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The Mayor making her speech
placed in front of her, the Mayor then rose to address
the assembly.
She said she felt it was fitting that the week of
Commemoration in Canterbury should conclude with
that ceremony because the fortunes of the celebrated
Regiment of The Buffs had been closely bound up with
those of the City since 1782, and particularly from the
time the Depot was established in Canterbury in 1873.
It was a happy circumstance, too, that the present
ation of the Freedom should be made on the day when
so many past and present members of the Regiment
were gathered for their annual reunion and service of
remembrance and thanksgiving.
The ceremony was especially honoured by the presence
of H.H. Prince Georg of Denmark, for it was a matter
of much pride to The Buffs that for over 40 years they
had had as their ColonelinChief the monarch of his
great little country.
Remarking that she did not wish to attempt anything
in the nature of a review of the history of the Regiment,
and that the Battle Honours of The Buffs formed a
record over the centuries of magnificent heroism and
devotion to duty and the cause of freedom, the Mayor
added that she particularly wished to emphasise the
extraordinary bond of affection which had existed
between the civil population and the members of The
Buffs, whose home had for so long been in the City.

There had been and still were many. treasured
associations. In the Cathedral and especially in the
exquisite Warriors' Chapel, there were many emblems
of the Regiment's gallantry. One recalled also how in
both the great wars, battalions of The Buffs visited the
Cathedral for a service of dedication before departing
for active operations overseas. One further reason for
the City's special interest in The Buffs was that there
was in Canterbury the 4th (Territorial) Battalion of the
Regiment in which so many young citizens received
their training for overseas service.
"As a resident of the City for over 40 years," the
Mayor went on, amid applause, "I can speak from
personal experience ; and it is a great pleasure to be
able .to bear my testimony to the exemplary conduct
of all the officers and men of The Buffs who have been
stationed here.
"As citizens, too, we can never be sufficiently grateful
to the men of all ranks of the Regiment, commanded as
they were during my time, by officers of exceptional
calibre, for the cordial way in which they have co
operated with the civil community, in the civic, social
and sporting life of this City, and also for the valued
assistance which they have so often given in raising
funds for benevolent causes.
"We have, indeed, been specially favoured by the
existence in our City of the Depot of this great Regiment,
and the members of my Corporation are delighted that

182

THE

DRAGON

mm

[.PhotoTby B. and W. Fish-Moore, Ltd.

The Mayor presents the Scroll of the Freedom to the Colonel of the Regiment
you have consented to accept this mark of our appreci
ation of all The Buffs have been to us and done for us.
So this morning we are met to pay our tribute of deep
homage and affection to a Regiment with which we
have had the most happy and inspiring relations.
Our earnest hope and prayer is that long may your
glorious tradition be maintained, and your intimate
ties with this ancient City be preserved."
The Town Clerk then read the Certificate of Freedom.
Beautifully illuminated on vellum, handsomely framed,
and surmounted by the Regimental crest with the, date
1572, it was in the following terms :—
City of Canterbury (to wit)
In open Court of our Sovereign Lord King George VI,
held in the said City and County on the twentyeighth
day of July, 1948, proposed by the Mayor, seconded by
Alderman H. G. James and unanimously resolved :—
"That, the City of Canterbury, the traditional home
of The Buffs for 166 years, being desirous of paying a
signal honour to the Regiment in recognition of this
long and intimate association and in acknowledgment
of their distinguished record on the field of battle,
this Council do hereby confer upon The Buffs (The
Royal East Kent Regiment) the Freedom of the

City, and that the Corporate Seal be affixed to the
Certificate of Freedom."
IN WITNESS whereof the Corporate Seal of
the Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of the
City of Canterbury was hereunto affixed in
the presence of :—
EVELYN M. HEWS,
Mayor.
J. BOYLE,
Town Clerk.
The Certificate was then handed to the Mayor, who
in turn, and amid loud applause, presented it to the
Colonel of the Regiment.
The Colonel of the Regiment then replied. He said :—
"As Colonel of the Regiment, I am Commanded by
His Majesty King Frederik of Denmark, our Colonelin
Chief, to accept on behalf of The Buffs (Royal East
Kent Regiment) the Honour you have today bestowed
upon us in making us Freemen of your ancient City.
"We are conscious of the fact that, in giving us the
Freedom, you are conferring upon us not only the
greatest Honour the City can bestow, but in it we see
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The March Past the Mayor
ilso a great act of friendship and recognition, not only
of the services of those past and present members of
the Regiment, but also to those Loyal Citizens of
Canterbury who have entrusted their sons to us who
have done so much to uphold the honour of the
Regiment of which we are so justly proud.
"You, your Worship, have referred to our ancient
lineage and past achievements in most generous and
kindly terms, for which I thank you. May we, on our
part, congratulate you upon the quincentenary of the
Mayoralty of the ancient City of Canterbury. We are
proud to think that for 376 years we have as Buffs
had the honour and privilege of taking part in the
numerous campaigns whenever the existence of this
Country or the peace of the World has been threatened.
It is not by accident that the Men of Kent living as
they do at the doorway of England, have proved
themselves such stalwart fighting men, for from earliest
times they have fought for the Freedom. Nor do we
forget that those dangers, sorrows and victories have
been shared by the civilian population of this County,
men and women alike—not least in the recent war
when in spite of much loss of life and material damage
they set an example of invincible courage. We can
thank God that the corner stone of civilization, the

ancient City of Canterbury and its Cathedral still stands
in spite of its wounds.
r 
"In 1782, the Third Regiment of Foot, The Buffs,
was ordered by King George III to add East Kent
Regiment to its title and to quote the words of the
order, "You will be looked upon as attached to that
division of the County and it is His Majesty's pleasure
that you shall in all things conform to that idea and
endeavour by all means in your power to cultivate and
improve that connection so as to create a mutual attach
ment between the County and the Regiment." We
have endeavoured to obey that order which we consider
as still binding. For 166 years our Headquarters and
Depot has been at Canterbury and now you have iii
addition the Headquarters of the Territorial Battalion
and the Cadets.
"We look upon Canterbury as our home both
physically and spiritually and the Regiment both past
and present as one large and devoted family. Bricks
and mortar do not make a home, it is made by the
family spirit inside and the relationship to those around
one. In Canterbury we have always been made to feel
at home and your kindness today in presenting us
with the Freedom of the City will go far to cement that
respect and friendship.
.
. .
.  
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The March Past the Mayor

"It is most fortunate that you should have selected
this day to present the Freedom. Our one remaining
Regular Battalion is serving in Hong Kong, but today
we have a large number of past and present members
of the Regiment on their annual pilgrimage to the
Cathedral where reverent and humble respect is paid
to the memory of those comrades who are no longer
with us. In this Cathedral the strongest link in our
armour is forged. We are here reminded that there is
a Power that directs us and shapes our destiny without
which all our efforts are in vain. After the Service we
file out past the Warriors' Chapel where the Book of
Life, our ancient Colours and our War Memorials
remind us of the glorious traditions of the Regiment
and of those who have paid the supreme sacrifice in
fighting for their King and Country.
"When the War Memorial and the Altar erected in
memory of all who have ever served in The Buffs are
completed and the Chapel is again opened, I hope you
will find it worthy of those sons of Canterbury and
East Kent who have upheld the Honour of their Country
and Regiment through the centuries.
"On behalf of The Buffs I thank you, Your Worship
and the Citizens of Canterbury, for this great Honour
you have conferred on us today."

The Service of Remembrance and March Past
The Service in the Cathedral, which started at
12.30 p.m., was unlike that of previous years in that
there was no address, and the Service was attended not
only by the Mayor and Corporation but also by a large
number of guests from among the civic authorities in
Canterbury. At 12.25 p.m. the Dean of Canterbury
met the Colonel of the Regiment, Prince Georg, and the
Mayor and Corporation at the West Door, and led them
through a very crowded nave to the chancel. The
Service itself was as impressive and moving as ever,
and we are greatly indebted to the Band and Drums of
the Royal West Kent Regiment for playing their part
so well.
After the Service the Colonel of the Regiment and
the Mayor placed wreaths beneath the Book of Life,
and the great congregation began to file slowly past
the Warriors' Chapel. The Chapel looked very beautiful,
the work of redecoration being largely completed, and
the old Colours of the Regiment having been rehung^
On either side of the Book of Life stood an N.C.O. of
the Buffs in full dress, resting on their arms reversed.
These were Sgt. Payne and Cpl. Hall.
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The weather was kinder and the rain had stopped,
so that the parade of all the Branches of the Past and
Present Association led by the Drums and Guard of
Honour, was able to form up and march past the Mayor
in the Precincts. A special .word of congratulation
might here be mentioned on behalf of the Brighton
Branch, who under Major H. Milton undertook their
long journey, and arrived for the Service.
After marching through the City, the Branches
embussed at the Longport Car Park, and had their
reunion, owing to the weather, not at the Depot, but
in the Cavalry Theatre,

"General Scarlett,
Sorry not to be present at this great occasion.
I extend to you and the whole Regiment my warmest
good wishes for the welfare and future of The Buffs.

The Colonel of the Regiment and Officers and Staff
of Regimental Headquarters entertained the Mayor
and Corporation to luncheon in the gymnasium. The
arrangements for this, happily, were able to go according
to plan, and that it was a great success is due to the
efforts of Captain Bossom and the men from the Training
Battalion at Shorncliffe, who only had a little over an
hour to transform the gym. back into a dining hall.
After toasts had been drunk to the King and the
King of Denmark, the Colonel of the Regiment read
out the following telegrams received during the morning :

REVENTLOW."

FREDERIK R.,

Colonel'in-Chief

"General Scarlett,
Please accept my heartiest congratulations on the
occasion of the Freedom of Canterbury being conferred
on your famous Regiment. I would like to seize this
opportunity to express to you my gratitude for all
you and your Regiment did for young Danes during
and after the last World War.
To which the Colonel of the Regiment wrote the
following reply:—
August 8th, 1948.
To The Danish Ambassador.
Your Excellency,
I have the honour to acknowledge with respectful
duty the most gracious message sent to us by His
Majesty on the occasion of the Presentation of the
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[Photo by B. and W. Fisk-Moore, Ltd.

The Column marching through the Main Street

Freedom of the City of Canterbury which, was much
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. G. E. F. Oliver ; Lieut.Colonel
appreciated by all ranks of the Regiment and the Right
and Mrs. P. H. Macklin ; Rev. de Lauberque ; Deputy
Worshipful The Mayor and the Citizens of Canterbury.  Mayor of Canterbury ; Major and Mrs. E. L. C. Edlmann;
Major F. W. Tomlinson ; Major and Mrs. P. J. Lewis ;
We were much honoured in having His Highness
Major and Mrs. Rodney Hews ; Major A. J. Peareth ;
Prince Georg with us.
Major P. Dare ; Major G. Ricketts ; The Rev. and Mrs.
I have the honour to be, Sir,
Griffin ; Captain and Mrs. D. A. T. Butcher ; Captain
C. Bossom ; Captain and Mrs. J. W. Taylor ; Alderman
Your Excellency's obedient servant,
F. Hooker ; Alderman and Mrs. H. Rigden ; Alderman
G. SCARLETT,
H. G. James ; Alderman and Mrs. A. Baynton ;
Major-General,
Councillor T. Carling ; Councillor and Mrs. C. Elam ;
Colonel The Buffs.
Councillor Jennings ; Councillor and Mrs. A. Fowler ;
Councillor the Rev. N. Bull ; Councillor W. Thomas ;
The following were present at the lunch :—
Superintendent and Mrs. H. Butcher ; Councillor and
The Colonel of the Regiment and Mrs. Scarlett;
Mrs. P. Botting; Mr. J. Green; Mr. and Mrs. W.
The Right Worshipful The Mayor, Mrs. G. R. Hews,
Rickards ; Councillor and Mrs. W. Bean; Mr. and
and Mr. G. R. Hews ; H.H. Prince Georg of Denmark ;
Mrs. L. Wilson ; Councillor and Mrs. McCallum ;
The Very Rev. the Dean of Canterbury and Mrs. Hewlett
Councillor and Mrs. White ; Mr. H. Enderby ; Councillor
Johnson ; Brigadier and Mrs. J. F. Whitacre Allen ;
and Mrs. H. Kenny ; Councillor and Mrs. J. Barrett;
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. J. Baker White ; The Town
Dr. M. Harvey ; Councillor and Mrs. J. Stone ; Mr.
Clerk and Mrs. J. Boyle ; The Sheriff of Canterbury
and Mrs. A. Bell; Lieuts. H. Gatehouse, J. A. C. Bird,
and Mrs. Chessefl; Colonel and Mrs. D. J. Dean;
V. G. Attwood, and J. D. B. Kerby.
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Cricket Week

Cricket Match

THE Week opened in most promising manner,
but unfortunately the weather deteriorated,
consequently both matches were drawn.
Throughout the Week, subject to the weather,
the Club Tent was full, particularly on Ladies'
Day. On Wednesday members of the Old
Stagers were entertained to tea.

The Buffs v Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment
^PHE fact that there was no Regimental
Cricket Week this year did not prevent a
match being arranged on July 28th against the
Royal West Kent Regiment, which in spite of
its result—a somewhat heavy defeat for our
selves—was in all other respects a great success.
It took place on the Folkestone County Ground
under a cloudless sky, a good lunch was enjoyed
by the teams in the pavilion, and there was
plenty of beer to satisfy the most insistent of
thirsts.
We are indebted to Captain Cox for having
raised such a representative team, and indfed
to the players themselves for journeying from
far and wide in spite of petrol shortage aind
other current difficulties. Quite a large number
of visitors, including the Colonel of the Regi
ment, arrived after lunch and stayed tq |ea,
and the Band of the Royal West Kent Regiment
from Shorncliffe played during the afteroooij.

Among those who were present during the Week
were :—
Brigadier and Mrs. J. F. Whitacre Allen ; Lieut.
Colonel and Mrs. E. V. Argles ; Mr. Ralph E. Alderson ;
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. E. A. Airy ; Lieut.Colonel and
Mrs. E. H. Allen ; Captain and Mrs. H. H. C. Baird ;
Brigadier and Mrs. V. Boucher ; Admiral Bax ; Captain
J. W. Bax; Mr. A. C. Bossom; Mr. D. Bossom ;
Captain C. Bossom; Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. J. N.
Barker ; Mr. and Mrs. J. Baker White ; Major T. Burt ;
Captain D. Butcher ; Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. ffrench
Blake ; Captain and Mrs. M. ffrench Blake ; Dr. J.
Baker and Mrs. Baker ; Canon and Mrs. Burnside ;
Colonel and Mrs. Barnwell ; Lieut.Colonel and Mrs.
J. Crookenden ; Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. H. L. Cremer ;
Captain and Mrs. E. G. Cox ; Colonel and Mrs. B. S.
Collard ; Mr. P. Corbally ; Major A. E. Colley ; Judge
and Mrs. Clements ; Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. R. W.
Craddock; Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. M. P. D. Dewar ;
Mrs. and the Misses HammondDa vies ; Major and
Mrs. E. L. C. Edlmann ; Colonel. Edlmann ; Major
and Mrs. A. A. Eason ; Major and Mrs. P. R. H. Fox ;
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. R. S. I. Friend ; Miss Anne
Friend and Mr. A. Friend ; Mr. and Mrs. J. R. G.
Friend ; Major and Mrs. J. I. H. Friend ; Mr. and Mrs.
Freshman ; Mr. and Mrs. W. Findlay ; Lieut.Colonel
and Mrs. A. W. Goddard ; Lieut.Colonel and Mrs.
Gaussen ; Major and Mrs. R. C. Guy ; Mr. T. Green ;
Major and Mrs. H. R. Grace ; Rev. and Mrs. J. W. K!
Griffin ; Mr. and Mrs. H. W. C. Grace ; Brigadier, Mrs.
and Miss E. Foster Hall ; Major and Mrs. H. S. Hatfeild ;
Mr. and Mrs. R. Hews ; Lord Harris ; Mr. and Mrs. P.
Holt; Major and Mrs. H. Jackson ; Lieut.Colonel and
Mrs. J. E. King; Major H. G. James; Lady Jelf;
Miss D. Jelf ; Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. L. W. Lucas ;
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. Guy Lee ; Dr. and Mrs. P.
Lucas ; Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. Lambert; Captain
and Mrs. G. Mount ; Dr. and Mrs. Munro Kerr ; Mrs.
and Miss Margetson ; Major and Mrs. G. A. Meakin ;
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. E. M. K. Mead ; Miss E. M. K.
Marshall; Mrs. I. Manduit; Mr. A. W. Manduit;
Captain D. P. H. Norris; Lady Northbourne ; Major
General and Mrs. Delano Osborne ; Sir John and Lady
Prestige ; Captain and Mrs. J. Prestige ; Lieut.Colonel
and Mrs. Prescott Roberts ; Major and Mrs. G. Proctor ;
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. R. F. Parry ; Mrs. D. F.
Parry ; Captain J. G. Parry ; Mr. and Mrs. H. R.
Pratt Boorman ; Major A. J. Peareth ; Colonel A. J. D.
Rose ; Lieut.Colonel T. R. Reid ; Sir Charles and Lady
Russell; Major R. Ravenhill ; Mrs. Rose; Mr. G.
Rose; Mr. M. Rose; Lieuf.Colonel and Mrs. L.
Howard Smith ; Captain H. B. Shorter ; MajorGeneral
Hon. and Mrs. G. Scarlett ; Lieut.Colonel H. R.
Sheppard ; Major Sir Harry and Lady Stockley ;
Major and Mrs. A. J. H. Taylor ; Captain N. Taylor ;
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. C. R. Tuff ; Major and Mrs.
C. Tuff ; Major F. W. Tomlinson ; Brigadier and Mrs.
A. B. Thomson ; Dr., Mr. and Mrs. Treble ; Major
and Mrs. R. W. M. Webster and Miss R. Webster ;
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. T. R. Willows and Miss R.
Willows ; Major and Mrs. A. A. West ; Lieut.Colonel
and Mrs. C. E. Wilson ; Rear Admiral Sir H. and Lady
Woodward.

Obr apponents batted first on a good wicket, and in
spite of an early success when Captain Cox bowled
Cpl. Brown with the score at 5, laid the foundation of
a big score with some aggressive batting by Lieut.
Shearburn, supported patiently by Lieut. Page. Lieut.
Colonel R. F. Parry, our Captajn, kept the Tuns down
by changing his available bowlers, who, especially
Captain Cox, Lieut.Colonel Tuff and Captain Collins,
toiled manfully under the relentless sun. Shortly before
lunch Captain Collins was rewarded by bowling Lieut.
Page for 28, and ten minutes later Lieut. Gatehouse,
slow spinner, had Lieut. Shearburn stumped by R.S.M.
Moore for 75 (which included 10 fours and one six).
After lunch Major Keenlyside and Lieut.Colonel
Defrates set about the bowling in a partnership which
realised over 100, and which ended when Major Ravenhill
(whose first ball, though unorthodox, nearly took a
wicket) had the former caught for 83. At 3.30 p.m. the
Royal West Kents declared at 303 for 5.
When we went in, after a brief rest out of the sun,
R.S.M. Moore was out early, but there was always hope
that we would make a reasonable reply with Mr. R. F. G.
Hews still there, adequately supported by Major
Ravenhill, Captain Collins, Major Lewis and Lieut.
Colonel Parry in turn. But the rate of scoring was
slow, and after the fifth wicket fell at 82, and Cpl.
Brown had come on with his leftarm spinners, the
tail failed to wag. The last five wickets (we batted 12
players) only produced 14 runs, and Cpl. Brown returned
the excellent bowling figures of 5 for 10.
Afterwards, players and visitors got together in the
bar of the Club, and finished off very suitably what
had been a most enjoyable day.
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment
Lieut. Page, b Collins
. 28
Cpl. Brown, b Cox
0
Lieut. Shearburn, st Moore, b Gatehouse
75
Major Keenlyside, c Lewis, b Ravenhill
83
Lieut.Cblonel Defrates, not out
87
Padre Sell, b Tuff........
12
Major Thomas, not out*.
«..;......,. .*..
0
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[Photo by Lambert Weston & Co., Ltd.
Major Brock
'j
Captain Cately
t
Bandsman Small
f Did not bat.
Lieut. Richardson J
Extras
Total (for 5 wkts. dec.)
The Buffs
Major R. A. C. Ravenhill, lbw, b Cately
R.S.M. S. J. Moore, c Small, b Shearburn
Mr. R. F. G. Hews, c Thomas, b Sell
Captain V. Collins, c Defrates, b Sell
Major P. J. Lewis, b Defrates
Lieut.Colonel R. F. Parry, c and b Brown
Lieut.Colonel C. R. Tuff, st Thomas, b Brown
Mr. J. E. Wills, b Brown
Lieut. H. Gatehouse, lbw, b Brown
Captain D. Court, b Shearburn
Captain G. Cox, not out
Mr. M. Watney, b Brown
Extras
Total.....

9
303

9
4
27
10
17
13
5
1
0
2
2
0
3
96

Umpires : Mr. Gray and Sgt. McCracken.

The Olympic Games
NT EVER before in the history of the Olympic
* ^ Games has one seen so many records made
in the athletic events. To coin a familiar word
from Harold Abrahams, it has been "fantastic"
to say the least. The brilliant hurdling "of Porter,
Scott and Dixon of America in the 110 Metres

 Hurdles in the record time of 13.9 seconds, and
the running of both A. S. Wint and McKinley,
the chocolatecoloured Jamaicans, and not
forgetting Mrs. BlankersKoen, the Dutch
woman, surely suggests one day man may beat
the gun !
Those who were unable actually to witness these
games at Wembley, did, however, have the satisfaction
of following the events by radio and television and no
doubt were as thrilled and excited as those who paid
their five guineas for seats.
The B.B.C. commentators were splendid and kept
the interest going the whole time. In the course of their
"padding" mention was made of previous Olympic
Games, but little, if any, of the 1908 Games which were
held in London. This was perhaps understandable
since they may have been too young or not even born
when they took place. Forty years is quite a long time
in the life of an individual, especially when one realises
there has been two world wars between the two games.
The 1908 Olympic Games recalls a great opportunity
missed by a nineteen year old Buff. It came about this
way. The South African Amateur Athletic Union
decided to hold Olympic trials with a view of sending
a team to London to represent South Africa. The
unfortunate thing, though, was lack of funds and only
a limited few could be chosen. The names of athletes
who had successfully competed at the various meetings
held in Cape Colony, Orange River Colony, Natal and
the Transvaal had been recorded and those whom it
was considered worthy of a trial were given an invitation
to compete in the South.African Olympic Trials held on
the Wanderers Ground, Johannesburg.
By this time, however, the Pretoria Harriers relay
team had successfully beaten the InterClub Relay
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record at Johannesburg in 1907 and perhaps had some
of the fastest men in their Club. The Honorary Secretary,
Harry Inglis, a Scot, employed in one of the Government
departments, was on the S.A. A.A.A. Council and no
doubt saw to it Pretoria Harriers had their fair share of
invitations to compete.
The 100 and 220 yards finals were won by H. T.
Phillips of Pretoria, who had previously won the South
African title a few months before, with Reggie Walker
of Durban running second in both events. Only the
winner of each event could be sent, so Walker, like all
other runnersup, was eliminated.
The inhabitants of Durban were rather peeved about
Walker's noninclusion in the team, so subscribed to a
fund got up by his supporters, which more than covered
his expenses. Reggie Walker gave the whole Athletic
world something to think about, for not only did he win
the A.A.A. 100 and 220 yards, but was first in the
Olympic Games 100 and 220 metres. Within a few
months he had become the world's best from being
placed in the first three of the South African Champion
ship.
The 440 yards event is always a thriller since there
are two kinds of runners who "have a go" at this. There
is the sprinter, who can just stay the course and trust
to his sprint at the finish, and the middle distance
runner, who runs at a pace he can stand all the way.
It is difficult to say which of these two runners is the
best quartermiler.
Our man was selected to run in the 440 yards trial in
which he led the field from the crack of the pistol until
the last few yards when he began to shorten his stride
instead of lengthening it, only to be beaten on the
post by inches by the 6 ft. 3 in. E. J. Duffy, the South
African quartermiler. What a race it' was and what a
disappointment! The time, a shade inside 50 sees.,
was Olympic standard of 1908. The winner of this
event (the 400 metres) in London was Lieut. Halswell
of the Highland Light Infantry.
It was pleasing to note that Mr. Inglis, the Scot
referred to above, was one of the Chief Officials at the
1948 Olympic Games.
Today, of course, athletes are more scientifically
trained and the tracks are made to suit the runners and
encourage record breakers. What would the old timers
have done had they the advantages of presentday
athletes ?

War Department Constabulary
T'HE following is a list of exmembers of the
* Regiment now serving with the W.D.
Constabulary.
A large number of vacancies exists in the
Force for men with the required qualifications.
For the time being the chances of promotion
are very good.
Particulars re pay, etc., can be obtained from
the Secretary, Past and Present Association.
Roll of Employed in W.D. Constabulary
Dep. Ch. Const. N. G. Wale, O.B.E., H.Q. Flat 118, 4
Whitehall Court, S.W.I.
Inspr. P. Holman, R.S.D. & R.C.D., Barlow, Yorks.
No. 604 P.Sgt. H. G. Freeman, R.S.D. & R.C.D., Barlow,
Yorks. .
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No. 230 P.Sgt. G. Patterson, No. 2 S.R. Depot, Barry
Docks, Glam.
No. 714 P.C. A. L. Woods, C.A.D., Bramley, Hants.
No. 82 P.Sgt. R. H. Wickham, M.B.E., S.R.D.D.,
Christchurch, Hants.
No. 214 P.C. E. J. Fletcher, C.A. Depot, Corsham, Wilts.
No. 321 P.Sgt. F. Barton, R.S.A.F., Enfield Lock,
Middlesex.
No. 631 P.C. J. L. Ambrose, C.O.V. Depot, Feltham,
Middlesex.
No. 671 P.C. S. C. Carvell, C.O.V. Depot, Feltham,
Middlesex.
No. 325 P.C. W. J. Cook, C.O.V. Depot, Feltham,
Middlesex.
Inspr. H. W. Davison, R.R.D.E., Malvern, Worcs.
Inspr. C. A. Smith, Ord. S. Depot, Purfleet, Essex.
No. 807 P.C. C. E. Solway, Ord. S. Depot, Purfleet,
Essex.
Inspr. W. A. Burvill, Royal Arsenal, Woolwich, S.E.18.
No. 130 P.Sgt. R. Ravenscroft, Royal Arsenal, Wool
wich, S.E.18.
No. 580 P.C. W. Taylor, Royal Arsenal, Woolwich,
S.E.18.
No. 486 P.C. H. F. Bell, Royal Arsenal, Woolwich,
S.E.18.
No. 724 P.C. W. D. Beal, Royal Arsenal, Woolwich,
S.E.18.

The Buffs War Memorial Fund,
1939/45.
The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada, C.A.,
University Avenue Armouries,
Toronto, Canada.
19^ July, 1948.
Hon. Treasurer, The Buffs War Memorial Fund,
Depot, The Buffs, Canterbury,
Kent, England.
Dear Maj or Peareth,
On behalf of All Ranks, past and present, of The
Queen's Own Rifles of Canada, it gives me the greatest
pleasure to present to The Buffs War Memorial Fund,
the enclosed draft for Five Hundred Pounds.
*
It is a matter of great pride to us that, in common
with the fallen of your illustrious Regiment, the names
of our dead will be enshrined in the Book of Remem
brance. Most earnestly, too, we hope that the restoration
of the Warriors' Chapel will provide a sanctuary never
again to be profaned by the violence of war.
Yours truly,
W. T. BARNARD, Lt.Col.,
Commanding Q.O.R. of C.
Stonegreen Hall,
Mersham.
August 3rd, 1948.

Dear Colonel Barnard,
The most generous gift made to our War Memorial
Fund by the Queen's Own Rifles of Canada is very
greatly appreciated by The Buffs and all those who have
a deep interest in the Warriors' Chapel. Owing to the
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work necessary to repair the Cathedral throughout—the
memorial is, I regret to say, not proceeding as fast as
we should like, but we hope to have an opening ceremony
in 1949 or 1950.
Your donation will enable us, I hope, to replace the
East Window in which we should like to include your
regimental crest. I hope you will approve of this
suggestion. I think it is probable that the crest will
have to appear without the battle honours, which would
have to be too small for a glass window. It would be a
great help if we could be provided with a drawing of
your crest, about 8 inches square in the correct colours.
The battle honours of The Buffs, in which yours are
included, it is hoped to place on two stone plaques
one on each side of the Altar. We hope to have consult
ations with the Dean and Chapter on the general design
of the East window, and when it is designed we will
send you a sketch for your remarks, before the final
approval is given by the Dean and Chapter.
Again4* should like to express our very great gratitude
for your generous help. We feel greatly honoured that
your distinguished Regiment has joined with us in this
War Memorial which, when furnished, is likely to be a
memorial of great beauty and we hope an inspiration
to all those who serve in the two Regiments.
Yours sincerely,
G. SCARLETT, Maj.Gen.,
Colonel of The Buffs.
DONATIONS

Captain A. J. Gurney
Mrs. Cosmo Graham ...
Miss Stracey ...
Mrs. Churchill
Ivor O'Brien, Esq. ...
Miss Preston ...
Mr. H. A. Newman ...
J. Baker White, Esq., M.P....
All Ranks, Past and Present Queen's Own
Rifles of Canada ...
London Branch (In Memory of Lieut.Col.
H. Fine)
Total to date

£ s. d.
1

0 0
10 0
5 6
1 1 0
10 0
10 0
4 0
1 1 0
500

0. 0

1 10

0

£2,733 12

9

Correspondence.
Stonegreen Hall,
Mersham,
Nr. Ashford,
Kent.
August 9th, 1948.

To The Editor, "The Dragon".
Dear Sir,
This year our Remembrance Service and the Ceremony
of the Freedom of the City of Canterbury took place
on August 8th. I think it right that all should be
aware of the almost insuperable difficulties caused by
the storm during the previous night. The way these
difficulties were overcome reflect the greatest credit on
Major Edlmann and on those who gave such magnificent
help, not only from the Depot Staff but from the Home
Counties Brigade Group and the Managers and
employees of the N.A.A.F.I.
Owing to a chapter of accidents it will be appreciated
that the original arrangements made had to be altered
at "the last moment and we much regret that the comfort

%

and facilities which had been arranged for our guests
and the members of the Past and Present Association
left much to be desired. In spite of the weather, the
attendance of members of the Association and their
friends was a wonderful effort and I wish to express
my thanks to them all for their fine support.
It was certainly strange to see the badges of so many
units worn by those who helped us from the Home
Counties Brigade and I have expressed separately my
thanks on behalf of the Regiment to Lieut.Colonel
Macklin of the Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment
for the help given us, without which we should have
been unable to hold the ceremony.
Yours sincerely,
G. SCARLETT,

Major-General,
Colonel of The Buffs.

The War Office,
Whitehall, S.W.I.
1()th August, 1948.

Dear Sir,
As one of the spectators at the two most moving and
impressive ceremonies at Canterbury on Sunday,
August 8th—the presentation of the Freedom of the
City to the Regiment and the Annual Service of
Remembrance—may I express thanks and admiration
to all those responsible for the arrangements under such
difficult circumstances.
The weather itself was vile enough, but when, in
addition, the refreshment marquees became airborne
during the night, administrative improvisation of a
high order was called for, but hot in vain, for Major
Edlmann and a sadly depleted Depot Staff did noble
work.
In consequence one of the most significant days in
the history of the Regiment will be remembered not as
a chapter of accidents, but in red letters.
Yours faithfully,
V. BOUCHER,

To The Editor, "The Dragon".

Brigadier.

Hotel Terrasse,
LuganoParadiso,
Switzerland.
15th August, 1948.

Officer Commanding,
Depot The Buffs, R.E.K.R.,
Canterbury, Kent.
As an old Buff, may I please be allowed to congratulate
you, all Officers past and present, and all. other ranks
of The Buffs for the honour of having conferred on
my old Regiment the "Freedom" of the City of Canter
bury.
I joined the Regiment, The Buffs, on the 29th of
October, 1895, served in Iceland. The Captain of my
company ("A") Was Captain Sparrow. I was afterwards
drafted to India to the 1st Battalion and served with
"B" Company, Major Parry being my Company Officer.
I was on the Frontier during the 189798 Campaign,
Malakand F. Force. Afterwards I was drafted to South
Africa and was posted to "G" Company, Major Ravenhill
Company Officer. Returned to Dover with the battalion
and took my discharge.
I rejoined the Army, August, 1914, went to Frence
with the Royal Army Veterinary Corps, 1st Cav. Div.,
was promoted to R.Q.M.S., afterwards SergeantMajor,
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was commissioned 1917 to the R.A.S.C. Horse Transport
1st Inf. Divy Train, left the Army, gazetted out, January,
I again rejoined the Army 1939, went to France,
Intelligence Corps, but resigned my Commission as
I felt I had done my bit and was too old.
Although I left my old Regiment The Buffs, I still
feel I am an Old Buff and the esprit de corps still remains
with me, and I am proud to know that my old Regiment
i has been honoured. Sir, may I congratulate you all.
Should any Officers of the Regiment be thinking of
coming to Switzerland before about the 15th of October
this year, please let me know as I may be able to help
them. I am the Resident Representative in Lugano for
my firm, Sir Henry Lunn, Ltd., of Vauxhall Bridge
Road, London, S.W.I.
Also if there are any Officers or N.C.O.'s .who are
linguists that may be seeking a job, I may be able to
help them in obtaining a position in my firm.
My home address is :—26 The Grove, Addlestone,
Surrey.
Yours sincerely,
G. H. YOUNG.
1 Regiment,
Hduelte pr. Birkebrd,
Denmark.
July 28th, 1948.
Dear Major Peareth,
I am still a company commander here at the regi
mental depot and I expect to keep this company for
another 10 months or so ; next month we are moving
off on manoeuvres and later on we may be going to
garrison one of the smaller Danish islands.
Life here at the depot is very pleasant ; we have got
a nice Officers' Mess, swimming pool, etc., so it is all
very different from the Burma jungle ; however, as most
old soldiers probably do, I often think back on those
days in the jungle as some of the best days of my life—
fortunately I have been able to keep in touch with a
number of my pals from the Burma campaigns through
the Chindits' Association.
Captain Michael Iversen, who holds a commission as
Captain in the Danish R.A.R.O., is back on active duty
with the 5th Infantry Regiment in South Zealand ;
I often meet him and Mrs. Iversen in Copenhagen—he
is very pleased being back in the Army again.
Lieutenant Jund, who belongs to the same regiment
as Captain Iversen, is at present serving as an instructor
at a Danish O.C.T.U.
I saw Captain Albert Neess a few weeks ago in Copen
hagen ; he has a job in a Government department and
has quite settled down in Denmark again.
The weather is very warm here at present and the
farmers have started harvesting ; it looks as if we may
get a fairly good crop this year and I do hope that we
shall be able to export a lot of butter and bacon to the
U.K.
Yours sincerely,
W. B. ERIK PETERSEN.

12 Kimbolton Avenue,
Bedford.
30th July, 1948.

To The Editor, "The Dragon".
Dear Sir,
It is wonderful to read in The Dragon on page 159 of
{continued on page 199)
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The Past and Present Association
Life Members
JULY 1ST—31ST, 1948

Ashford Branch.—Nash, M. W. W.
London Branch.—Christie, J. T., Culwick, M. A.,
Brittan, E. A., Woodbridge, R. E., Bound, H., Buckland,
A. G. J., Buckley, J. W., Bowman, R.
Weald Branch.—Bonner Williams, K. J. W., Ditton,
E. T., Jones, C.
Canterbury Branch.—Castle, E. W.
Annual Members
JULY 1ST—31ST, 1948

London Branch.—Chapman, S. G., Crowe, L. H.,
Durham, J. S., Lovejoy, G., Ranger, J., Smith, H. H.,
West, T. C., Capt., Wade, A. L., Suggitt, T. H., Young,
J. G.
Medway Branch.—Dent, J. E., Capt., Presland, W. E.
Deal Branch.—Finnis, P. F.
H.Q. Roll.—Brigstocke, W. F., Lieut., Garrett, A. R.
Grants
JULY 1ST—31ST, 1948

Benevolent Fund
...
...
World War Charitable Fund

...
...

...
...

£ s. d.
34 12 6
50 12 2

London Branch
A meeting of the London Branch was held at
7.30 p.m. on July 17th, at the Prince Alfred
Restaurant, Tufton Street, Westminster, S.W.I.
Owing to the absence of our Chairman (Colonel
H. Fine) in hospital, and of our ViceChairman
(Captain G. J. Emery) on holiday, Mr. E. Tong
called on VicePresident Major Enright to take
the Chair.
The meeting opened with those present
standing in silenqe for one minute to the
memory of J. R. A. Bampton, 2/5th Battalion,
and Colonel Sparrow. Major Enright said
Colonel Sparrow was a good old friend of his
and of many others present. Of J. R. A.
Bampton he said : "Bampton was a good old
supporter of the branch, especially at Christmas
time—there was always a gift from him".
The Chairman asked us to spare a thought
for those friends who were ill—Lieut.Colonel
H. Fine, Billy Stunt, Captain Carter and Mrs.
Redman.
MINUTES.—The Secretary read the Minutes
and the Correspondence.
BATTALION REPRESENTATION ON COMMITTEE.

The Chairman introduced the subject and
suggested more members might take an interest
in the branch if they knew that they had a
representative on the committee. Mr. Tong
proposed the matter should be put to the vote
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as there was a good selection of men who had
served in the past three wars present. Mr. Lewis
(1st Battalion) thought a committee member
from each battalion over a period of years
would be a good idea.
Mr. E. Cousins rose and said that all members
of the branch were informed in good time of
the date of the election of officers, therefore
anyone elected to serve must represent some
one.
Mr. Joe Goss said he would like to see more
young men on the committee/ The old ones
would not go on for ever.
Major Enright congratulated Captain H.
Hopps and W. J. Stanger on the award to them
of the M.S.M. Jock Izard, late Bandmaster,
2nd Battalion, had one, so had DrumMajor
Kennedy. As only six were allotted to each
unit it was a case of waiting for someone to
"fade away".
Mr. Joe Goss proposed and Mr. Cousins
seconded a vote of thanks to Mr. and Mrs.
Collins for the excellent refreshments supplied
by them for the social evening after the
'Cenotaph Parade.
Major Enright expressed thanks to everyone
who had contributed to a successful day,
especially to R.S.M. Annan.
Mr. E. Tong thanked Mr. Lewis for a very
excellent speech and thought him a suitable
candidate for service on the committee.
NEW MEMBERS.—Captain G. J. Denyer
(2nd Battalion) and L/Cpl. Izzard (7th
Battalion) attended for the first time and were
welcomed into the branch by the Chairman.
BUN PENNY COLLECTION.—The collection
realised £1 Is. Od.
RAFFLE.—14 lbs. of Kentish cherries provided
by Mr. Collins brought £\ 15s. 6d. to the
branch funds.
HERE AND THERE

Ted Mills of Sandwich, once a fine athlete, wishes to
be remembered to all old pals of the London Branch.
He says the Horse Guards and the Prince Alfred are a
bit too far away for him to get on parade. He will be
at Canterbury in August and hopes to see some of us.
C. P. "Kelly's Eye" Holness, who was at the 6th
Battalion Dinner, will be at Canterbury. He wishes to
be remembered to Captain Carter, Major Enright and all
members of the 6th (1914) Battalion.
B. E. Knott (Secretary of the Ramsgate Branch)
will look for us at Canterbury and hopes one day to see
some of us at Ramsgate.
The passing of our Chairman (Lieut.Colonel Harry
Fine) came as a great shock and is* a great loss to our
branch. He was one of our first members and a regular
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visitor at all meetings and functions when he was not
serving with the Forces. We shall never forget him.
3246 T. H. Suggitt, 1st Battalion, who enlisted
14th October, 1890, is a member of our branch.
We regret to announce the death of 3390 H. J. Foot,
2nd Battalion, on 27th July, after fifteen long years
unable to walk. His son often wrote to the branch for
him.
Tickets for the 22nd Anniversary Ball, dress optional,
can be obtained from the Assistant Secretary, R. J.
Collins, at 90 Queenswood Road, Forest Hill, S.E.23,
9/6 each.

Medway Branch
LADIES' GUILD

The monthly meeting was held on Friday,
July 23rd. Mrs. King Holt (Chairman) presided.
Business was carried out and although many
members were on holiday there was a good
attendance. Whist was enjoyed with Mrs.
Valpy as M.C. The prizes were presented by
the Treasurer (Mrs. Rowlands). Tea was
served by the Committee.
Mrs. Holt said she would be pleased if
members would remember our Bring and Buy
Sale in September ; also our trip to Canterbury
in October.
We wish the men's branch good weather on
their trip to Margate in September.
M.S.
Ramsgate Branch
Our local Press is full of eulogistic praise of
Remembrance Sunday, the Freedom of the
City, etc., and I as Secretary wish through your
valuable columns to thank my President (Major
A. Taylor), officers and members who assisted
Ramsgate to put up a good show.
The weather did not dampen our spirits and
after the ceremony apd Church Service we
thoroughly enjoyed reviving old friendships.
I very much regretted the absence of my
Chairman (Ted Swendell). I think at the last
moment he mislaid his umbrella.
By the way, the many friends of Mrs. Albert
Debling will be pleased to know she is well,
but she cannot quite get over her great loss.
As soon as she gets strong she hopes to see
many of her friends and sends her kind regards
to those who know her.
Now for the meeting report :—
Captain R. Morgan, of Ramsgate, has been
appointed Treasurer of the local branch of The
Buffs Past and Present Association, in suc
cession to Captain W. Barton, who is leaving
the town.
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The appointment was made at the monthly
meeting at the Freemasons' Tavern, High Street,
on Friday, at which the Chairman (Mr. E. H.
Swendell) presided. Those present included
Major H. D. Rose, Captains H. H. Knight,
K. F. Speakman, R.S.M. W. Jeffreys, and Mr.
B.4 E. Knott (Hon. Secretary).
A sign bearing the Regimental Dragon is
to be exhibited outside the Ramsgate Head
quarters.
Following the meeting, refreshments were
served by Buff host Dick Atkins, and old
friendships were renewed.
Margate Branch
The August branch meeting is not usually
conspicuous for the number of members able to
attend, and we were therefore pleased to see a
better than usual muster at the George and
Dragon, Charlotte Square on Wednesday,
August 4th.
Our Chairman (Captain Tilliard) unfortun
ately was unable to attend, and the Chair was
taken by the ViceChairman (Mr. Cousins),
supported by the Hon. Secretary, Hon.
Treasurer and a full Committee.
We soon got down to business, the Minutes
of the previous branch meeting 'being read,
approved and signed. Matters arising there
from having been discussed, correspondence
was read, and then the final arrangements for
the journey to Canterbury on Remembrance
Sunday were made. It was decided that a
wreath should be purchased from the British
Legion, and that it should be laid at the Book
of Life by the ViceChairman (Mr. Cousins),
supported by the Secretary (Mr. Ingram) and
one member of the Committee.
We were happy to have the company of Mr.
Babnor, a member of the London Branch, on
holiday in Margate.
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

In spite of the inclement weather, a represent
ative number of members of the branch, accom
panied by relatives and friends, journeyed to
Canterbury for the ceremony of the conferring
of the Freedom of the City of Canterbury on
the Regiment, and the annual visit to the
Cathedral. The ceremony, which owing to the
weather was held in the Gymnasium, was simple
but impressive.
Folkestone Branch
LADIES' GUILD

The Annual General Meeting was held on
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Wednesday, June 30th, when the accounts
were presented and passed, showing a satis
factory balance for the year.
The election of officers for the ensuing year
took place. President : Mrs. J. Crookenden, J.P.
Vice-President : Mrs. J. Tyrrell. Chairman :
Mrs. R. G. Wood, J.P., Vice-Chairman : Mrs. D.
V. Coote. Hon. Secretary : Mrs. Mantell. Hon.
Treasurer : Mrs. Haisell. The Committee were
elected en bloc except for Mrs. Read, who
retired. Mrs. Jennings was elected in her place.
On June 9th the members enjoyed a very
nice excursion by coach through beautiful
country to Tunbridge Wells, and arrived in
time for lunch ; during the afternoon motoring
on to Hastings for tea, fortunately in ideal
weather.
On July 21st Mrs. Coote invited the Guild to
her residence (Redbrook's Wood) for tea, and
whist. Afterwards we had a stroll through the
garden, all of which was much enjoyed by those
present.
Canterbury Branch
It is with regret that these notes see the end
of the bat and trap season, especially as the
team was showing such good form in the last
five matches. Had not bad luck been with us
at the start, no doubt we should" have been in
the same position as last year ; the team must
be congratulated, however, on finishing next
to the League winners.
A very enjoyable friendly match was played
with the Tannery Social Club at home, and
although they did not quite "Hang us out to
dry", they certainly "Tanned" us. A return
match was held at the White Hart, when the
result was reversed. In fact it was really a
disaster for the Tanners, as in both legs one of
our team (Mr. Styles) beat them on his own.
This was a grand performance and some
wondered if he was after a place in the Kent
team against the Aussies. Somebody suggested
getting an Atomic Bomb to move him, but in
the end he was let off to bat again next season.
Mr. Styles must also be congratulated with his
partner Mr. Holmes on reaching the semifinal
of the Pairs, as must Mr. Hogben, Jnr., on being
runnerup in the Singles.
It is very heartening to see so many members
attending the Club, especially those that make
the journey from Littlebourne and Wingham.
Several new members have joined the
Association during the month, to whom we
extend a very hearty welcome.
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During the month Mr. Collins and friends
of the London Branch paid a brief visit to the
Club. Owing to the lateness of their call, most
members had left. Another visitor was exSgt.
Harry Hadlow, late of the 7th Battalion,
looking as well as ever. He can still throw a
good dart.
Our latest addition to the Club is a bar
billiards table, which seems to have taken on
quite well, although the chief attraction seems
to be the black skittle, judging by the endearing
terms used every time it goes down. One
member was heard to remark that he would
bring some gue along next time as it was cheaper
than talking to the Steward.
The branch was wellsupported on Remem
brance Sunday. Some 40 members paraded,
which included a good percentage of younger
blood making their first appearance on "The"
Day of the Year. The Old Brigade was there, as
sprightly as ever, but it was noticed with regret
that a few wellknown faces were missing this
year.
During the evening Sittingbourne Branch
paid a short visit to the Club and spent a few
house enjoying bat and trap and darts. It was
quite a lively time while it lasted and everybody
enjoyed themselves. It is hoped to return the
visit in the near future.
Folkestone Branch
The monthly meeting was held at the Club on
Tuesday, 9th August. Mr. W. Brunger, the
ViceChairman, presided, and there were some
20 members present.
Lieut.Colonel C. E. Wilson sent apologies for
his absence, being on holiday in Scotland. We
trust the weather has been better up there than
in the (alleged) Sunny South !
The Minutes of the July meeting were read
and signed.
A letter was received from the Hon. Secretary
of The Buffs Ladies' Guild, inviting more Past
and Present members' wives to join the Ladies'
Guild.
The Hon. Secretary reported there waS a
deficiency on the buses account for Memorial
Sunday, owing to insufficient support. It was
decided that such deficiency be met from
branch funds.
Hon. Secretary Mr. T. Fordred having ex
pressed a wish to retire, and there being no rush
of volunteers for the post, Mr. W. Brunger said
that if he remained in Folkestone he would be
pleased to take over from Mr. Fordred.
The monthly collection realised 14/7.

Faversham Branch
Our August meeting was held at the Ship
Hotel on the 5th. Whether it was the thoughts
of the coming Sunday is not known, but 25
members were present, which was excellent,
especially as we are getting a few more of the
younger generation to join the branch.
Thanks to the kindness of the Faversham
Branch of the British Legion we will as from
next month be able to hold our monthly meetings
on the first Monday of every month at British
Legion Headquarters in St. John's Road,
Faversham.
During our meeting last Thursday we hoped
that we would be able to have a record number
of members on parade for Remembrance
Sunday. This did in actual fact prove to be
correct as we had over 30 members on parade,
which as the branch is only three years old we
feel was quite creditable, but we must do better
next year.
Several members of the branch had the
honour of being presented to Prince Georg of
Denmark before the Service started.
In spite of the wretched weather conditions,
everyone enjoyed themselves, largely thanks
to the rapidity with which the Cavalry Theatre
was made available. Many old friends were met.
We now look forward to our cricket match
at Doddington on August 22nd—if only the
weather will be kind to us. It would be an
excellent form of entertainment if next year
we could have some interbranch matches.
With Winter once again approaching, we are
already making arrangements for our Christmas
Draw, and numerous dart matches.
Brighton Branch
We might almost say that we have started to
live as a branch, as we have had our first outing.
Eighteen members'and sixteen guests faced all
the known and unknown difficulties and risks
of an English summer and went to Canterbury.
The coach left Brighton soon after 8 a.m., after
a night of the worst gale known in Brighton.
We toured Sussex in the pouring rain, picking
up members and their guests, being delayed by
fallen trees and floods, but we arrived absolutely
on time for our march to tie Cathedral with
all the other branches. The service, the march
past and all the rest of the day's activities are
fully reported elsewhere. On the whole, a good
time was had by all, and the very full day came
to an end about ten o'clock when our coach
arrived back in Brighton.
{continued, on page 199, column 1)
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2nd Battalion
of us who have
T!notthose
previously experi

enced a typhoon, the near
miss which we encountered
last week was more than
sufficient to demonstrate
that the real thing is not to
be sought after. On Tues
day last at midday a mes
sage was received from H.Q.
Land Forces that winds of
typhoon force were likely to
hit Stanley at 1500 hours.
Six hours later we were all
battened down in messes
and barrack rooms, typhoon
rations issued, while outside the typhoon (the
centre of which we were later informed was but
15 miles away) was doing its worst. Few
buildings excaped damage altogether. Many
of the barrack rooms were flooded, whilst later
on in the evening, there was an edifying sight
in the Officers' Mess anteroom of marooned
officers trying by the light of flickering candles
(the main electricity supply had gone) to dodge
the rain which came in by doors and windows
and through walls and ceilings. Escape to bed
rooms for those officers with rooms in the front
of the Mess was impossible.
The gale fortunately quickly blew itself out
on the following morning and in the afternoon
the Lancashire arrived with welcome reinforce
ments from the U.K. and M.E.L.F. Almost all
the regiments in the Home Counties Group were
represented in the draft, and to all ranks we
offer a very hearty welcome to the battalion.
The Officers who arrived were Captains Wilson
and Collins, Lieuts. Goss and Chapman, and
2/Lieuts. Mills, Gray, Mowbray and Pappin.
Departures this month have included Captain
Blaxland, who returned home after completing
his second Python tour, and 2/Lieut. Grigg,
who is taking his release, and to whom we offer
best wishes for a successful return to civilian
life. Lieuts. Pirn and Tuke have gone home to
attend courses at Warminster.
With the departure of the Inniskillings for
Malaya, we are now the only British battalion
in Hong Kong and "C" and "D" Companies
have moved back to Murray Barracks from
Lye Mun.
In the world of sport we have more than held
our own this month. Details of our victory in
the interunits waterpolo and swimming cham
pionships will be found elsewhere. Cricket,
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under the enthusiastic leadership of Captain
Morgan, is still being played between typhoon
warnings, while our basketball team finished
well to the fore in the Services League.
The collective training season opened with
the departure to the Island of Lamma of 2/Lieut.
Froy and 40 men of "B" Company. Their
arrival in the island coincided with the arrival
of the typhoon and they returned a few days
later damp in clothing but not spirits.
Companies are now preparing for company
camps in the New Territories.

Swimming
So fired were we with the exhortations of Major
Andrews in the last copy of The Dragon to be received
here, and so sensible of the standard of sports set by a
previous generation of Buffs as vividly recalled by>him,
that we thought that we really must maintain the
sporting reputation of the Regiment in Hong Kong.
So we sallied forth and won the Hong Kong Landforces
InterUnit Swimming Competition Shield for 1948,
the first time it has ever been presented. Thanks to the
unbounded enthusiasm of our Swimming Team, who
put in a great deal of practice in their spare time, we
managed to beat the teams sent against us by 25 Field
Regiment R.A., Inniskilling Fusiliers, and the "Minor
Units" (i.e., a team drawn from all other units in
Hong Kong) both in swimming and waterpolo. Little
need be said about the actual events as the results given
below will speak for themselves. We would however,
like to record that all members of the team put all they
had got into winning the Shield and, in particular, Pte.
Jarrett of the Mortars was a tower of strength. The
competition was honoured by the presence, as spectators,
of General Sir Neil Ritchie, C.inC. FARELF, Lady
Ritchie, who presented the Shield, and MajorGeneral
Matthews, G.O.C. Landforces, Hong Kong.
We hope to have a photograph of the,battalion team
in time to be printed in this copy of The Dragon, but
should it not arrive in time, we will send it for inclusion
in next month's edition.
Event 1. 100 YARDS FREE STROKE.—1st, The Buffs ;
2nd, 25th Field Regt. R.A. The Buffs Team : Pte.
Jarrett.
Event 2. 100 YARDS BREAST STROKE.—1st, The
Buffs ; 2nd, Minor Units. The Buffs Team : 2/Lt. Griggs.
Event 3. 100 YARDS BACK STROKE.—1st, Minor
Units ; 2nd, The Buffs. The Buffs Team : L/Cpl. Knox.
Event 4. MEDLEY RACE.—1st, The Buffs ; 2nd, Minor
Units. The Buffs Team : Lieut. Brigstocke, Pte. Milton,
Pte. Jarrett.
Event 5. RELAY RACE.—1st, The Buffs; 2nd, 25th
Field Regiment R.A. The Buffs Team : Cpl. Burt, Pte.
Colzer, Pte. Williams, Bdsm. Larkin.
Event 6. EIGHT LENGTHS FREE STYLE.—1st, The
Buffs ; 2nd, 25th Field Regt. R.A. The Buffs Team :
Pte. Jauett.
Event 7. DIVING.—1st, Minor Units ; 2nd, Innis
killing Fus. ; 3rd, The Buffs. The Buffs Team : L/Cpl.
Clarke.
Event 8. PLUNGE.—1st, Minor Units ; 2nd, The Buffs.
The Buffs Team : Bdsm. Larkin.
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Event 9. WATERPOLO (INTERUNIT FINALS).—The
Buffs beat the Minot Units by 1 to nil. The Buffs Team :
Lieut. Brigstocke, Cpl. Burt, L/Cpl. Knox, Bdsm. Hiatt,
Pte. Colzer, Pte. Williams, Pte. Jarrett.
Sergeants' Mess
Since our last Dragon notes there have been many
changes in the Mess. Two drafts have added greatly to
our numbers, and many old friends have met again.
Conversations such as "Do you know what happened
to Soandso . . . ?" are numerous.
R.S.M. Cummings has been very busy in the Mess
since his arrival, and very shortly we should be able to
boast of the finest Mess in the Colony.
There has been a considerable amount of activity,
in and around the Tailor's Shop during the past week
or so and members have been scurrying to and fro
collecting various oddments of their Mess Kit, in which
we shall all blossom forth at a Social to be held next week.
C/Sgts. Barker and Horn are expected to leave us
shortly on posting t6 Malaya, and Sgts. Diamond and
Wright will be turning up at the Depot prior to com
mencing M.T. and Signals courses respectively in U.K.
There has been very little sporting activity due to the
inconsistent weather, though the Bandmaster has
replayed all the Test Matches over the breakfast table,
aided by the South China Morning Post sports column.
We look forward to many sports successes in the
coming month, now that we have a far wider field to
choose from. An expedition is also planned shortly to
Silvern ine Bay and other surrounding islands, but we
shall be able to give more details of this venture in our
next notes.
STOP PRESS
R.Q.M.S. Howe has just literally descended upon us
from the sky.
H.Q. Company
We say goodbye to the following, who depart on
the Lancashire, which is taking a heavy toll on our
number
Gisby, Skeet, L/Cpl. Chapman, Belsey,
Ruddon, Turner and White.
This month has been very wet and so sporting activities
haye been somewhat curtailed. However, one or two
events can be mentioned.
The Signal Platoon won the InterPlatoon Hockey
Shield, and H.Q. won a cricket game against "B"
Company, winning by a narrow margin, but we lost,
unfortunately, to "A" Company.
H.Q. Company supplied all but three players for the
Band v Rest of Stanley match.
We supplied two members for the battalion swimming
team—Ptes. Jarrett and Milton.
Thus ends the brief notes for this month.
M.I. ROOM
This month we say goodbye with regret to ^our
M.O., Lieut. Brown, who goes to join the "Skins" in
Singapore.
Pte. Milton represented us in the battalion swimming
team.
MORTAR PLATOON

The new course keeps going along steadily with the
exception of a few bad lads getting Jankers now and
again.

We are all looking forward to the new Mortar Officer
expected on the next draft. Maybe now we'll get the
chance of doing some real firing instead of E.M.D.
(Elementary Mortar Drill) daily.
There's a new craze in the platoon now, and that's
tattoos. The most popular is the Chinese junk. Maybe
the old boys remember them ?
In the platoon we are lucky to have the best swimmer
in the battalion, Pte. Jarrett (Chas.), who played a great
part in winning the InterUnit Challenge Shield for the
battalion.
We welcome back L/Cpl. (Ivy) Benson to the pldtpon
after a short absence on a P.T. course. At approx.
1900 hours each evening he's got us on his hand Springs,
forward rolls and back flips, etc. (no hard feeling for
him, of course).
On the sports field we gave the Signals a grand licking
at cricket. Yes, we beat them by an innings. Are those
Signals mad ?
SIGNAL PLATOON

We take this opportunity of wishing "Toms" Thomsen,
our "Flying Dane" (D.R.) all the best of luck on his
return to "Spivvy" Street by H.M.T. Lancashire. Also
we give our best wishes to LanceComical Chapman,
i/c "Jukebox" (Exchange), who will accompany the
former.
"Iska" Wright, our pocket Hercules, is still helping
to keep everything in disorder, and is backed heartily
by the rest of the "Brains of the Battalion".
Everybody here is talking so much about "boats"
that Captain Morgan, our R.S.O., is inclined to think
he is in the Navy. "G.P.O. Blunden" is thinking he'll
be home by Christmas. (It's a hard job to know the
truth at any time.) "Dicky" Dickinson is in great form,
putting files where they shouldn't be, and so on. The
latest scheme is on "Lamma Island". "Operator"
Pratt left his bathing costume, and asked for it to be
sent on. We had quite a job getting the belt buckle
through the "mike", but it was a good try. Our latest
is Pte. Delaney, D.R., M.T., B.S.A. He's quite "chuffed"
with the idea of taking Tommo's place. He has acquired
the name "Delaney the Devil" already ! Well, chaps,
that is "bust" for this month.
"I" SECTION

For us of late it has been a case of "Ye shall hear of
Typhoons and rumours of Typhoons, but they shall not
come nigh thee". However, the exception at the moment
rather looks if it will prove the rule, as we have been
spending the last few days putting up and removing
warning signals. L/Cpl. Hammond is away on the Cadre,
otherwise we remain the same, and nothing out of the
ordinary has happened.
Q.M. DEPARTMENT
This month we haven't a lot to report. We have as
R.Q. until R.Q.M.S. Howe arrives C/Sgt. Laker. The
Office Staff goes on in its own sweet way, completely
unperturbed by all these changes. We sometimes wonder
if L/Cpl. Thorne, Married Families Clerk, should transfer
permanently to B.M.H., as he seems to spend most of
his time there. They do say that Pte. Bucknall is Ration
Clerk. One wonders if he will ever verify that rumour by
appearing in this office. "Tortoise" Toms, our runner,
continues to crawl around and, like Britain, "Delivers
the goods". It still remains a mystery to us what our
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Despatch Clerk, Pte. E. T. Bingham, does with our
file copies of letters. We sometimes wonder if he sells
them to a waste paper merchant. Our G1098 Clerk,
Pte. Longman, who has recently taken up his abode in
the Welfare Centre, is another of these personages who
spends a good deal of his time away from his desk. He
wanders out mumbling about "Opening Welfare
Centre". Still, we have no right to disbelieve him.
Of the cricket match between the Signal Platoon and
ourselves the less said the better, except that we suffered
a rather overwhelming defeat. We hope to hold in the
near future an InterQ.M. Hockey match between the
Workers and the Clerks. We might add that the latter
object to the former's description of themselves.

ORDERLY ROOM

This month we haven't much to report, except that
we are losing L/Cpl. Altwegg temporarily, whilst he
attends a Clerical Course in Singapore.
As usual the B.O.R. is in "Chaos" with the Dispatch
Clerk always losing the file copies of letters. It is often
wondered if Pte. Collins (Typist) works in the B.O.R. ;
he always seems to have plenty to do elsewhere, usually
refereeing football matches. As usual, the Casualty
Clerk, L/Cpl. Hoskins, spends most of his time playing
gramophone records and wearing yellow canarycoloured
shirts instead of working. The B.O.R. Spiv, Pte. Roper,
still manages to turn the duplicating handle, although
B.O.'s are usually late. L/Cpl. Banks, i/c of the Orderly
Room, spends most of his time looking for the remainder
of us. Pte. Grange (Typist) still bashes on and hopes
to leave here for home shortly for Demob. (104 Group).

M.T. SECTION
Not much has happened since our last Dragon notes.
To start with, I know all the M.T. will help me to say
cheerio and the best of luck and a pleasant trip home to
Ptes. Skeets, Raddon and Turner, who gave their fare
well to us when they sailed on the Lancashire for U.K.
In their places we welcome Ptes. Field, Pinn, Broad,
Simpson and Grew, and may their days be happy while
with the M.T. (They will if Sgt. Diamond doesn't get
round them !)
Rumour has spread round the billet that the Groups
101 to 104 will sail on the Dilwara. All we seem to be
discussing now is when will we be going home. Also we
have heard that Sgt. Diamond, our M.T. Sergeant, is
leaving us soon. He is a chip off the old block and we will
be very sorry to see him leave us. We will always rem
ber him by his old saying, "Your days are numbered on
the M.T.". And let's hope the instructor in the U.K.
can get a grip on him. At. last Major Bailey, our O.C.
H.Q. Company, has given us another duty. We now
march out on the square with rifles and bayonets,
instead of our beloved pick handle—much to our disgust.
We have played a prominent part in the sports this
season in H.Q. Company team. We played the Band
again at hockey and we lost 5—6, but we have held our
ground in the rest of our matches. We have also played
friendly games of cricket, but we have very few Don
Bradman's among us.
Our old friend "Half Pint" (Pte. Croucher) has left
his pram behind and risen to the dizzy height of a 15cwt.
(the heavy stuff). Our Technical Sergeant was seen down
^at the Pioneers' Shop ordering a high chair so that "Half
Pint" can see over the top of the steering wheel !
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Cpl. Harris, our M.T. Corporal, has left his den of
Lye Mun, and has now gone to Singapore on a course.
Let's hope when he comes back he will be able to fit a
reversible propshaft and we hope while he is there he
is able to get a good rest. He will have a lot to do when
he returns, owing to the fact that the M.T. is getting
spread far and wide over the dark corners of the Colony.
Our young N.C.O. (L/Cpl. Mott) is now enjoying the
highlights of Murray Barracks and people have seen
him out recuperating from the strain of a hard day's
graft.
Before I draw the notes to a close, I would like to
congratulate L/Cpls. Joynes and Stokes on their recent
promotion and hope they will still continue to climb
the ladder of fame.
4'A" Company
For once rumour, usually a fickle Jade, has not lied,
and we are now busy sorting the Lancashire drafts, the
majority of whom will form the resurrected "A" Com
pany. To all we give a hearty welcome, and to those
who remain in the company we hope that their stay
will be long and enjoyable.
Unfortunately we have to say goodbye to the Band
and Drums, who depart to "H.Q." Company, being
attached to "D" Company in Murray Barracks in the
centre of Hong Kong. We hope their stay with us has
been a happy one despite the almost constant rehabilit
ation of the barrack block, which must have interrupted
many an afternoon nap.
However, a more calm and peaceful air has already
settled on No. 3 Block, and the Company Commander
can relax.

THE BAND

At the time of writing, we are waiting to go down to
Murray Barracks for a few months. It will be quite a
change as we will be able to see a bit more of this "Heaven
of the East", or whatever you might call it. During the
last few weeks it hasn't lived up to its name, for we
have had a few stormy nights and our home has been,
somewhat shattered.
We are extremely busy round about, especially the
dance band, which is getting quite a name for itself.
We broadcast during the past week and the Band
played like seasoned veterans, much to the surprise
of everyone. The general reception was most gratifying.
Our pioneers in the sports field are still supreme.
The football team manages to maintain its good record
and I am glad to say that we have quite a formidable
cricket team from the Band, having played 3 games and
won 3. We are doing quite well at indoor games too
The table tennis team keeps on winning and the snooker
team managed to pull off a surprise win against the
Sergeants on Monday. We were very lucky to win by
two points. We had quite a sociable evening and every
one enjoyed themselves.

"B" Company
This month the company has had a busy time. We
have had several changes in our midst and lost several
friends—only temporarily, fortunately. C/Sgt. Miles
went on a course to Singapore and Lieut. Brigstocke
followed him.
We have had two new arrivals on the Lancashire to
take over Nos. 5 and 6 Platoons—Lieut. Chapman and
2/Lieut. Pappin.
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The main feature in this month's events is training.
The platoons have brought their training up to platoon
standard. We have rushed about the mountains, dis
appeared into holes during the day and heard things
go "bump" in the night ! The climax was reached at
the end of the month. After it had happened we referred
to it as "The Lamma Incident", but I will leave it to an
eye witness to relate the whole story to you.
THE LAMMA INCIDENT

There are many islands round Hong Kong, and one of
these islands will always hold great memories for "B"
Company. Five miles East of the peninsular there
lies an island called Pok Liu Chau, or Lamma Island.
The island is about four miles long and varying bet
ween 500 yards to three miles wide. The Southern end
is made up by a great mountain mass, while the Northern
end is rolling downland ideal for training.
With this in mind recce groups were sent over, maps
made, inhabitants questioned, supply routes checked,
camping sites found, water tested, ground scourged
until at last it was considered fit for training. And so it
came about that on Friday, 23rd July the combined
platoons of 4 and 6 Platoons were all set and ready
to go. On Monday we set sail ! Since Friday we had
been sitting on all our goods and chattells watching the
rain and wind play havoc with the sea and with our
hopes. Our spirits dropped, for we were all thinking of
what it would be like if the weather treated us to this
after we had camped on Lamma Island.
At fivethirty on Monday morning we started to get
ready. By eleven we were down at the quayside, and it
had gone one when we beached on Lamma Island.
The camp was situated on a small hill of about 150 feet
high looking over a fishing village called Yung Shu Wan
on the Northeastern end of the island. Everything we ^
had had to be carried up a steep path 200 yards from the
beach, a big task which we managed to complete by
four o'clock that afternoon. We sent the R.C.L. away
and watched our last link with Stanley disappear round
the point !
On top of the hill on which we were camping there is
an old barn built by the Commandos in 1946. We made
this our centre and packed everything in it. An invalu
able asset as we found out the next day. The tents (there
were nine in all) were pitched around this building.
This took quite a long time to complete and it was dark
when we finished. We went to bed with still a lot to be
done and unfortunately a threatening sky to the South.
It started to rain and blow about midnight and dawn
found us looking dubiously at the guy ropes of our
tents. The barn was still dry, but began to shew signs
of leaking if the rain continued—the wind and rain
increased and we had to stop work on the camp. At
noon it was worse and we were begiiyiing to wonder
whether the supply launch would arrive that day,
when we sighted her moving into the bay. She dropped
her anchor about 30 yards from the shore on soft mud,
the wind, accepting the challenge, doubled its force
and drove the launch up oil to the sand, cutting the
mooring of several sampans. Two hours later we
refloated her, collected the sampans, appeased the
chattering Chinese and made our way back to the camp
without our fresh rations. The wind was now up to
gale force and the rain stung like hailstones. The tents
were in danger of being blown away. Almost as we
arrived in the camp, to warn us of their plight, two of
the tents cracked and collapsed. Then followed a hectic
hour ; we struck the tents, weighted them with stones
and moved everything into the barn. With all the stores
there was just enough room for us to sit and serve out

the meals. The barn was no longer dry, everything was
soaked—kit, clothes and men alike. It was three in
the afternoon and we sat about trying to while away
the time. By four the wind was terrific. At seven we
had hot coffee and rum all round. Then there seemed to
be a lull and some of us dozed off to sleep. At eleven
the storm returned and blew down the plaster on the
Southern side of the building, blew out a door and two
windows, frames and everything. The typhoon hit us
from one side and then from the other. Each wall was
tested for its strength and found wanting. In the early
hours of the morning the wind abated but the rain
increased. We could see the sea thundering in, waves
15 feet high sweeping down on to the village. The
Signals, attached to us from Signal Platoon, managed
to fix up their set and get through to Stanley. At ten
the rain stopped and we all got out to look about.
The barn looked as though it would not stand up to
much more of this treatment. The sea was calming
but the village looked very much the worse for wear.
We hastily pitched what tents we could and cleaned
out the barn and set about cleaning ourselves. The
launch arrived about midday with Major Harris St.
John, who was surprised to find us in such good stead.
He left us with our rations and with a warning that we
may have to evacuate the camp. I went down later on
that day to see the village and found several of the
houses completely demolished and others badly damaged.
The next day was fine and the sun shone brightly.
We put everything out to dry, put the camp in order,
sorted out the stores and got the cookhouse section
organised. However, at noon we received a signal that
we were to evacuate and return to Stanley the next
morning. Some were glad, others sorry. However,
nobody could help but be elated at the thought of a
proper bath !
The next morning it started early. We had the
mournful job of carting all the stuff back to the beach
on to the R.C.L. again. The crossing was uneventful,
and we arrived back at "B" Company at about three
in the afternoon. So ends an exciting adventure and an
interesting experience. What about our intended
training ? Will it end here ? Not a bit of it. Next week
we are off into the New Territory, close to the Chinese
border, to try our luck there.
"C" Company
The month started on a loud note of ballyhoo—the
magazine containing the dangerous ammunition was to
be demolished ! The local radio station ZBW broadcast
warnings, the population of half ShauKiWan was
moved, armed police surged round to keep looters at
bay and white ambulances lined up with engines running.
"Charlie" Company marched behind Mount Parker
(527 metres high) and put its fingers in its ears. Steel
helmeted army people crawled into predug holes and
pressed the plunger
!
The resultant explosion has been described in many
ways, but your scribe was coughing at the time and
unfortunately missed the noise. The nearest observers
stated that it was like a ladies' hairnet being flung
violently against a cushion ! However, a trickle of smoke
rose on the soft Lye Mun air, and the magazine is now
declared safe. We were very sorry to see the local press
describe it by that very hackneyed phrase "a damp
squib".
The march behind the mountain was nine miles long,
and with the temperature at 91° and the humidity at
74° it was quite a feat. (The obvious pun is resisted.)
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Murray Barracks is once more going to house "C"—
our orders to move arising from the departure of our old
rivals the Inniskilling Fusiliers. It will be a change to
see and hear tramcars running in front of the barracks
and after the rural atmosphere of Lye Mun a very
welcome one too.
The Royal Navy invited five of the company to
witness the bombardment practice by two 8in. cruisers
and two destroyers. The lucky five had a very enjoy
able time and returned very impressed and slightly
deaf. We regret that we cannot retain our dignity and
still return the compliment by inviting them to see our
Sten firing !
In the sporting sphere, No. 9 Platoon played excellent
games in the sixaside hockey, only to be beaten in the
final by the Band. Sgt. Mahon has lost his ear for music,
but swears (truly) that he will even it all up in the coming
football joust.
Congratulations to L/Cpl. Clarke, Pte. Williams 221
and Pte. Drury for their work in the battalion swimming
team which won the Hong Kong InterUnit Shield
with such graceful ease. H.M.S. Sussex was also beaten
twice during the month in two out of the season soccer
matches at Lye Mun. Unfortunately, the vagaries of
the weather, dollars, big business and other things made
it impossible for the promised visit of B.I. Ship Trevean
to materialise, but we hope her next visit will enable us
to meet.
It is remarkable that we have been able to play any
thing at all after the Physicial Efficiency Tests which
were carried out under the eyes of husky Marines on
Stonecutters Island. Sgt. Perry looks as though he has
a club foot and various other members limp, hop and
stagger to the M.I. Room daily. Still, an important
part of the qualifications for the star pay has been
finished, and the odd square foot of lost skin is soon
forgotten. Our next issue will vividly describe the
rigours of campaigning in the heart of a big city of the
Magic East.
P.P.A., Brighton Branch—Continued from page 191.

We were very pleased to have as our guests
for the journey Mr. J. Saunders (Cabby) and
Mr. G. Haselden (enlisted 1881). May they
both come with us next year.
We are planning now to have a branch dinner
to celebrate our first birthday in December, so
let us get going for 50 places and start straight
away to resolve to fill two coaches for Canter
bury next year.
Our September meeting is on Monday the 6th.
Correspondence—Continued from page 194.
the July number that 42 years after leaving The Buffs
there is still someone who remembers me, even though
the wording of the letter signed "J.C." might be taken
as a hint that it is time I passed on.
I wonder if "J.C." is Crookenden ?
As a matter of fact, I am still an officer in The Royal
Observer Corps, having been told by the "India Office
at the beginning of the 1939 War that though on the
Reserve I was too old for the army and had better
find another war job.
Yours very truly,
A. B. HARLEY,
Colonel
(a Buff 190106).

Beneath Bell Harry
DERHAPS slightly
* the worse for wear,
certainly weather
beaten, but still alive,
the Depot has emerg
ed from the gamut of
Cricket Week festiv
ities. There is no space
here to describe it all,
and in any case the
chief events are ade
quately dealt with
elsewhere, but we
think we can lay claim
to a fair share in the
success which the
Week undoubtedly was. The past month has
been crowded with incident, and perhaps
the most encouraging thing was to see our
barracks full of bodies—Band, Drums, Working
Parties, etc.—ail engaged in their various
activities. In spite of appalling weather at the
climax of the Week, when Remembrance Sun
day came round, everyone played their part
nobly, and a special word of praise must be
paid to Sgt. Jeffreys, our Pioneer and Jack of
Ali Trades, without whose hard work the
results both on the St. Lawrence Ground and
in the Barracks would have been very different.
An event of national interest which did not pass
without leaving its mark on us was the Olympic Games,
for Mr. Moore, the Depot R.S.M., was one of the select
runners who carried the Flame from Mount Olympus
to Wembley. Taking over at 10 p.m. on 28th July at
the Gate Inn on the Dover Road, he ran with, his torch
to the Cattle Market, cheered all the way by a huge
and enthusiastic crowd. He was eventually rescued
from a sea of youthful admirers by the C.O., and driven
in triumph back to barracks with his torch, extinguished
but resplendent, where it will find a home in the
Sergeants' Mess.
In spite of our low strength we managed to be well
represented at the plays of the Old Stagers in the
Cavalry Theatre, where Captain Bossom gave a masterly
performance as a sentinel (of the silent sort) in Sheridan's
The Critic, and six of our soldiers took the part of sailors
in the same play.
Many of the permanent staff and others also contended
most efficiently with the great diversity of jobs entailed
during this period. Thus, apart from the Olympic
Flame and the Old Stagers, Sgt. Paine and Cpl. Hall
were in full dress, and others less colourfully dressed, on
duty as ushers at the Ball held in the gymnasium on
August 3rd in aid of our War Memorial Fund and
S.S.A.F.A., at the Sunday luncheons in the Gymnasium
.and Officers' Mess, and on guard at the Warriors' Chapel
during the Service of Remembrance. Others did less
spectacular, but equally important jobs, and not least
of these was the hard work put in by the Officers' and
Sergeants' Mess staffs, under Sgts. Laker and Shaw,
in catering for the large numbers of visitors at the
Cricket Ground and on August 8th in barracks, and the
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We were very pleased to put up in our Mess at various
times during the Week Colonel A. J. D. Rose, Major
Ravenhill, Major Grace and his brother, while Brigadier
and Miss Foster Hall and Captain N. G. Wale spent
nights as guests of the C.O. and Mrs. Edlmann. We
have also been able to welcome 2/Lieut. J. R. Gillum,
who paid his first visit after being commissioned from
the R.M.A., Sandhurst.
As we go to press the 1st Battalion Amalgamating
Cadre are about to embark for Hong Kong, of which
more next iponth.

R.S.M. Moore, The Buffs,
reaches the Cattle Market, Can
terbury, with the Olympic
flame, which he took over at
the Gate Inn. His arrival at
the point where the flame was
passed on was watched by
25,000 people.

work of Major Ricketts and R.Q.M.S. Wells. We were
helped out most generously by working parties from the
H.C.B.T.C. at Shorncliffe, and are also most grateful
to Captain Cox and the W.Os. and N.C.Os. of the 4th
Battalion, and to Lieuts. Hamilton and Kerby, for the
assistance they all gave.
Captain Bossom has taken some welldeserved leave
motoring in France. We hope that when he returns at
the end of the month he will feel sufficiently restored to
face some of the bills which are now rolling in.
Contact with Hong Kong was reestablished when
Captain Blaxland and Captain Ford paid us visits, soon
after disembarking from the Dilwara. Both gave us
very good news of the doings of the 2nd Battalion.
The former spent several nights in the Mess.

Sergeants' Mess
I think the best method for reporting the activities
this month is in the form of a diary. On 21st July we
held a Farewell Party for Buffy Howe, who left on the
27th and who we heard has safely arrived in Hong
Kong. We all will miss him very much and hope that
his stay in Hong Kong will be an enjoyable one, of not
too long duratipn, so that he will soon return for the
rendering of Laugh, Clown, Laugh.
On 27th July the R.S.M. took part in carrying the
Olympic Torch on its journey from Dover to Olympia.
For the information of the many members of the
Sergeants' Mess, in Hong Kong especially, the allotted
span was from the Gate Inn, on New Dover Road, to
The Flying Horse, at the Cattle Market. The question
was asked why start and finish at a pub ; the answer,
I am afraid, was not recorded, although certain members
of the Mess found the R.S.M. at the rear of the Flying
Horse when the Torch was on its way towards Chilham.
The Torch itself, now shining on par with the other
Mess Trophies, has its allotted place on the wall of the
Mess.
On 2nd August B/M. Jackson of the 1st R.W.K.
Band from Shorncliffe arrived and stayed for a week
during the celebration of Canterbury Cricket Week
and Remembrance Sunday. We were all very pleased
to see him and hope that we shall be seeing him again
very soon. Likewise D/M. Pattenden with the Drums
of 1st R.W.K., who came to assist the Band on
Remembrance Day.
On 8th August there was Remembrance Day, which
I am sure has been very fully reported elsewhere in the
notes for this month. Although the day started off
with a gale during the night and the tent erected for the
Sergeants' Mess Bar became a cover with which to keep
Sgt. Shaw's tomatoes dry. With a lot of work by many
members in the early hours of the morning many
barrels and bottles, all full, were salvaged and moved
to the Mess, where they were used during the day to
help forget the rain and wind outside the Mess. It
would take many issues of The Dragon to record the
names of all the Past and Present members of the
Mess who visited it on this day. So we ask forgiveness
in not mentioning you all by name and we shall be very
pleased to see you all again next year, together with
those members who were unable to attend this year,
the same as we were this, which we will show by saying
"thank you and the best of luck for the coming year".
Although the day started off very wet and there was a
number of disappointments, it ended with a Social
Evening at which many members enjoyed themselves.
And for which a vote of thanks must be passed to the
able assistance of Sgts. Shaw, Olver and Brown, also
C/Sgt. Scarlett, for the many hours they spent producing
eats and drinks for all.
On 10th August Sgts. Berrett and Press left us on their
way to return to Hong Korig. We wish them bon
voyage.
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A great loss to the Mess occurred on the 11th when
C/Sgt. Scarlett left for civvy street. We wish him the
best of luck and hope to see him again in the near
future.
The 12th saw us playing a return dart match, the only
match this month, with the Past and Present Association,
Canterbury, at which an enjoyable evening was had*by
all.
As we. go to press information has been received of the
move of C.S.M. Turner and Sgts. Drury and Payne
en route for Hong Kong. We wish them bon voyage.
Two incidents which I am afraid have not been able
to find their way into the diary were the stay of Horace
Shorter and Les DeVroome. We were very pleased to
see them both.
For the information of any budding Wimbledon
Champion that may be thinking of returning to this
country in the near future, the Sergeants' Mess is trying
to provide itself with a tennis court. At present it is not
decided whether to be grass or hard.

4th Battalion
'"THE past month has been
* a busy one, but now the
tempo has returned to nor
mal. The first major event
was our annual camp, which
this year was held at Dib
gate, near Shorncliffe. In
accordance with ancient
tradition we occupied tents
of an Indian pattern in spite
of the fact that there was
an excellent, empty, hutted
camp nearby which would
have been much more suit
/St?/
able in every way, aspecially
as the weather was at its
worst. To say that it rained at times would be
an understatement, but fortunately during the
three days we were on the range it held off
and perhaps out of gratitude for this the
shooting was of a very high standard. Although
we only had eight days in camp this year, much
successful training was accomplished, the sub
altern officers and N.C.O.'s completing a Drill
and W.T. Course and the Private Soldiers a
Fieldcraft Course. R.S.M. Hurley, Sgts.
Sherman and Gabriel were responsible for the
former, while Gerald Proctor supervised the
latter. On the last day we had a most enjoyable
sports meeting with the 4th Queen's Own Royal
West Kents, who were in camp with us, and the
"S" Company team led by Cpls. Babbage and
DenverFedder swept the board. The C.O. put
up a gallant performance in the Open Hundred
Yards and seemed a certain winner, but, alas !
when a few yards from the tape he caught his
foot in a cunningly concealed rabbit hole and
fell.
BuF/T5
Sj

Our visitors included General Sir Evelyn
Barker, Brigadier Knox, Colonel D. J. Dean,
Lieut.Colonel T. R. Reid, Lieut.Colonel Jones
and Major D. Montgomery.
On returning from camp we found that
Canterbury Cricket Week was upon us, and
owing to the greatly reduced establishment of
the Depot we were required to give the
maximum assistance. This took the form of
supplying ushers, transport, furniture and
tentage and a great deal of the credit for a
successful week must go to the Q.M. and his
staff, R.S.M. Hurley and the P.S.I.'s for the
hard work they pui: in. The weather generally
was fair, although we had some dull periods
which seemed to affect the standard of the
cricket, which was not nearly so sparkling as
last year.
The next event was the Mayor of Canter
bury's celebrations in honour of the 500th
Anniversary of the Mayoralty. We had a tent
in which we displayed some of the battalion's
silver and drums ; this looked most attractive
and aroused considerable interest amongst the
citizens of Canterbury. The chief items on the
programme were a military tattoo and firework
display organised by Rodney Hews, both of
which were highly successful in spite of the
torrential rain.
On the following day the Regiment was
presented with the Freedom of the City of
Canterbury. Unfortunately the weather inter
fered with the ceremony and the outdoor parade
was cancelled. The battalion was to have
provided the Colour Party for this parade and
Captain Butcher was to have carried the
Regimental Colour with Sgts. Sherman and
Kemp as escort.

H.Q. Company
Well, we survived it; Annual Camp I nlean. The
weather was
. We arrived in camp on Sunday all
in good time to catch the NAAFI open, but alas no
Kent's Best. We did not want for anything to damp
us, however, as we had plenty of. rain all the week,
but that did not damp our spirits and we all had a very
good week. Sunday afternoon was spent in getting
settled in, which did not take the Old One's very long.
Some of the younger ones were a bit lost at first, but
soon got into their stride and found that the straw was
to put in the palliasse, and not to eat. Monday morning
saw everything in its stride. The Drill Cadre started at
0830 hours, followed by the W.T. Cadre at 0930 hours
and the Private soldiers had a very good time under
Major Proctor and staff, doing a bit of Fieldcraft.
Towards the end of the third and fourth days quite a
few of the N.C.Os. were a bit hoarse due to what I believe
is called Communication Drill. The R.S.M. was O.K.^
thanks to "Evans Throat Tablets and Brown Ales" ;
you ought to get a commission from the firm, Sir, as
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quite a number of N.C.Os. towards the end of the course
were seen to go on the borrow of one Lozenge "Evans
Pattern".
The W.T. Cadre went down well and the N.C.Os.
when they came to fire their course on Friday were
heard to say, "What, no Limber Up".
The whole week was enjoyed by all, in spite of the
weather, and the firing was very good ; of 10 firers, we
had 6 marksmen and 4 first class on the L.M.G. and
5 marksmen and 5 first.class shots on the rifle. Well
done, H.Q. Company. The only thing we did lack in
camp was in numbers, but we hope for a "Bumper"
year next year and to have a few'more Buffs, young
and old, in our ranks by then.
Canterbury Cricket Week is upon us again, and once
more The Buffs are well and truly represented in finding
the right man for the right job." You lucky man, Eddie.
On Sunday, the 8th, we have our usual Sunday of
Remembrance Service, and The Buffs get the Freedom
of the City.
"A" Company
The main activities of the Company this month have
been packing up for camp, camp, and unpacking again.
As many of the Company strength as could be mustered
during the middle of July assembled at Company H.Q.
on Sunday, 11th July, and arrived at Dibgate at about
11 a.m. Promptly the weather clerk began to supply
a steady downpour of rain which lasted nearly all the
week and appeared to dampen everything but the
spirit of the Company—even so, dry clothes always
seemed available to wear when visits were made to the
local high spots, and, although training hours were
long, it was surprising the amount of energy still to be
found in the Company at a certain dance in Folkestone.
We did not have a route march on the training pro
gramme, but many did one coming back from Folkestone
in the early hours of the morning. Was this a foresight
on the part of the C.O., we wonder. Ptes. Love and
Grainger did their stuff for the Company in the combined
sports and carried off (with the support of three members
of the Support Company and Pte. Brown of H.Q.) two
cigarette lighters and a useful 12/6, thereby supplying
the necessary for another visit to Folkestone. Our
sympathies are extended to that "Idle man on the
Left" who, after giving his car such a rough time
decided to adopt a "go slow" movement. It is question
able as to whether this policy should have been first
put into operation on the R.S.MYs drill parade though,
thereby causing his colleagues an extra few minutes
on parade, and obtaining for himself a title of some
renown. We wonder if legal action could be taken.
We were pleased and proud to supply Sgt. Gabriel as
an instructor in weapon training at camp.
It is with regret that we hear Major Burt is retiring
at the end of August and we wish him the very best of
luck.
"B" Company
Much to our regret Annual Camp passed all too
quickly. One week was hardly long enough. Let's
hope that conditions will allow us to make it the
traditional fortnight next year. Everyone in "B"
Company had a very enjoyable time indeed. We offer
our congratulations to Sgt. Carter of this Company on
obtaining the highest score of the Battalion in the
Classification Shoot at Lydden Spout. Now that the
Territorial Club is once more in operation in Sitting
bourne we hope to increase our numbers. We'll always
be pleased to see an Old Buff at the Club any evening.

"D" Company
Since the last number, the Company has entered^
and returned from a rainswept area known as Dibgate
Camp, in which our week of annual training was held.
We think we can say, without undue conceit, that we
held our own comfortably and that most of us had
forgotten a good deal less than we expected during the
period between our "Demob" and reenlistment in the
T.A. Certainly the shooting standard was extremely
high. Attendance was very good, and only a few
members were unable to "make it" for the week. The
programme was very interesting and the N.C.Os. and
Officers got a new line on teaching and the interest
factor by the time we had finished attending a series
of revolutionary and colourful lectures on the subject.
If we were to sit down and start complimenting our
selves, we might find shortly that we were exceeding
our ration of space, but a word must be dropped on the
digging capacity of Privates Sinclair and W. Smith.
They are apparently most accomplished moles.
The evenings" did not find us still very long, despite
the rain. A Dance held by the R.A. at the Drill Hall
in Folkestone found the Company down there in force,
together with a number of others from the Battalion,
including the Sergeants' Mess, who had been invited
along by the Buffs Club, with whom, we suspect, they
foufid quite a lot in common.
It: was still damp when we finally packed our kit on
the Sunday morning and departed a short four miles
to our home territory, but the general consensus of
opinion was that we were sorry that the Camp had ended
so soon. We were just beginning to believe that we
really were in the Army again, when it all ended.

"S" Company
Since last writing Dragon notes the Battalion has
successfully completed its first Annual Camp since the
war. Speaking for the members of the Company the
feeling is that it was all too short, which I think is
fairly conclusive evidence that everyone enjoyed
themselves, although worked hard, and in spite of the
bad weather. The only complaint I heard during the
camp was about the weather, and as this is beyond
our control (a point even admitted by the Method of
Instruction team) no one could be held responsible.
Just to add "insult to injury" the weather has been
brilliant since our return. However, except for wet
feet no one was any the worse and it gave the people
attending the Drill and W.T. Cadre something to blame
their hoarse throats on to—a slight cold, you know,
could not be anything else, certainly not shouting on
drill ; oh, no. Oh, no ?
Cpl. DenverFedder was somewhat envious of the
R.W.K.s when he discovered that they had carriers
with them and we did not, but he bore up admirably ;
after all he has 51 weeks in the year to play with his
beloved vehicles, so one week of separation should not
have been too much of a hardship.
We were all pleased to notice that one N.C.O., who
shall be nameless, had very cleverly arranged for his
annual haircut to come just before camp ; careful
planning and foresight he attributed it to.
I would like to take this opportunity of congratulating
Cpls. DenverFedder and Babbage and Pte. Fedder,
who were members of the winning team at the sports
meeting against the R.W.K. Regiment. Jolly good
show.

V

Regimental Histories of The Buffs
The following Histories may now be obtained from Secretary,
P. and P. Association, The Buffs, 12 I.T.C., Canterbury.

ii

PRICE

HISTORICAL RECORDS J
OF THE BUFFS
! Half bound in leather
1572—1704
|r
£1 10s. each
by H. R. Knight
J

P h o t o g r a p h s

C A N T E R B UR Y
Phone 3637

DEVELOPING

HISTORICAL RECORDS 1
OF THE BUFFS
In Two Parts
1704—1814
£2s. 2s.
1814—1914
|
by C. R. B. Knight

j

Artists

J

Materials

QUALITY

NOTE PAPER

One Shilling
Out of Print

AJ .so
44

PRINTING

PICTURE FRAMING

HISTORICAL RECORDS ]
OF THE BUFFS
y Out of Print
1914—1919
by R. S. H. Moody
SHORT HISTORY
OF THE BUFFS
by E Foster Hall

AND

DRUMS AND DRUMMERS M
by G. R Howe  Price 2/
Postage extra

CHOICE of
Designs and
Colour
Tel. 2139

Stamped with
YOUR ADDRESS

GOULDENS
CANTERBURY

FORM OF LEGACY
(to be included in a will, or as a codicil thereto).
I BEQUEATH to the Colonel for the time being of The Buffs, the sum
°f £



 free from legacy duty, in aid of the general object

of the Central Fund (Colonel of The Buffs), for which legacy the Receipt of
such Colonel shall be a sufficient discharge to my Executors.

.Signature

vi

By Appointment

Wine Merchants

J. H. & J. BROOKE, Ltd.
Wine Merchants

To His Majesty the King
Established 1799

LONDON
27 CLEMENTS LANE, E.C.4
Telephone : MANsion House, 5301 (3 lines)

FOLKESTONE
134 SANDGATE ROAD
Telephone : Folkestone 3123 (2 lines)

HYTHE

78 HIGH STREET
Telephone: Hythe 6301

HAWKES & CO., LTD.
Civil and Military Tailors and Outfitters
Regimental Tailors

UNIFORMS AND MUFTI
MADE TO

to
THE BUFFS

MEASURE

Lounge Suits, Overcoats, Hacking Jackets, Blazers, Shirts,
Shoes, etc., in stock for immediate wear.

1 SAVILE ROW, LONDON, W.l
Ladies' Department on 1st Floor
TELEPHONE :

REGENT 0186

68 HIGH STREET, CAMBERLEY
TBLEPHONE: CAMBERLEY 829

yi

How to get 4'The Dragon"
Telephone 2107

pOR those wishing to receive the Paper direct through
the post \each month, the rates of subscriptions are :
1 year, 8/# 6 months, 4/. 3 months, 2/.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor Depot The Buffs,
Canterbury.

Established 1818

GIBBS and SONS
GENERAL

ALL GLASSES OF
MILITARY
PRINTING
EXECUTED AT SHORT
NOTICE

25 YEARS OF CATERING FOR
CANTERBURY AND GARRISON
We have seen the change from large families
and large joints,
To small families and smaller joints,
To rationing and even smaller joints.
We make it our constant endeavour to help
you through the week,
And guarantee your Sunday joint, large or
small.

$
BALANCE SHEETS
POSTERS
PROGRAMMES
SPORTS FIXTURE CARDS

*

:: FAMILY BUTCHER ::

F. R. BEANEY

Sausage
Our well
Established
Speciality

PRINTERS

,

(EXBUFF)

Rea"f

22a MILITARY ROAD,
CANTERBURY

Refrigeration

PRINTERS

OF

THIS JOURNAL
1

ESTIMATES

GIVEN

Extensive

16 Orange Street, Canterbury

Telephone 2837

\i

/
FOR

OVER

SIXTY YEARS
'ASPRO' reaches you in perfect
condition—just exactly as it is made.
:Every single tablet is sealedoff from the
FEair, from moisture, from any form of
Till
^1 contamination. When you tear open
the tape — there it is in its perfection
YOU/
—the pure white newmade 'ASPRO'
tear the^
+
tablet. Scientific purity means safety—in
IOpe,nO noria'ASPRO' there are no traces whatever of
nOS touched impurities such as harmful free salicylic acid,
the tablet. Because of this 'ASPRO' produces no
harmful aftereffects and does not harm the heart or stomach.
With 'ASPRO' you get the simple, swift, effective action of
the pure medicine. The tablets quickly dispel pain, avert
the symptoms of Summer colds, and banish headaches and
sleeplessness.

^ _

IS A~SURE~FRIEND
WHO HELPS WITHOUT DELAY

Obtainable
from your

N. A. A. F. I.
CANTEEN
Made by
ASPRO LIMITED,
r-o Slough,
-l Bucks

WISHED HE'D TAKEN «ASPRO'
EARLIER

Mrs. J. G. writes from Welling, Kent
44 For three solid days my husband suffered
with severe headaches and pains in the
back and neck. My husband only regrets
that he didn't take 4ASPRO' the first day
of his illness. He is now greatly improved
thanks to 4ASPROV*

we have supplied the Army with High Class Printing,
Diestamping, Stationery and Christmas Cards
Officers' Mess—
Stationery,
Invitation
Cards, Account Books,
Programmes, Mess Rules
Orderly Room and
Company Officers—
We stock a wide range
of Stationery, Office
Equipment and aids to
Efficiency

Sergeants' Mess—
Writing Pads, Invitation
Cards, Hon. Member
ship Cards, Account
Books, Mess Rules
Our Regimental Christ
mas Cards are known
all over the world—
order yours early

Write for Catalogue—Post Free

HIORNS & MILLER
(SUCCESSORS) LIMITED

40 Marlborough Street, Devonport
PHONE 437 DEVONPORT

qbuhaaVigoriaPyrenees Nivdle Nivt Orthts TouIouseFemnsulI

THE DRAGON
THE REG I MENTAL PAPER
OF THE BUFFS.

No. 586

September, 1948

|
Aisneigi4 Ypres1915,1917 Loos Sommei9i6,i<)t8 Arms1917 o
a Amiens Hindenburg LineStruma leriisatonBaghdaaT Ul

ii

CONWAY WILLIAMS
MAYFAIR THE
TAILOR

48 BROOK ST., MAYFAIR, LONDON, W.I
(Opposite Claridge's Hotel)
AND

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY
Morning and Evening Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions
...
Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits

All Cloths cut By expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand
in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors
REGIMENTAL

TAILORS

TO THE

Telephones:
Mayfair 0945—Camberley 498

td.

Mrs. WHITE

CAP MAKERS
TO THE
REGIMENT

REGIMENTAL
CLUB & SCHOOL
COLOUR
SPECIALIST

SOLE SUPPLIERS
OF THE
FLEXOLYTE
FIELD SERVICE
CAP

TROPHIES

DESIGNED & MADE BY CRAFTSMEN
For threequarters of a century the name
F. PHILLIPS has been synonymous with
Trophies representing artistic perfection as well
as sound economy. Cups, Shields, Medals, etc.,
are supplied from stock, or to special design.
Quotations gladly submitted.

F. PHILLIPS,

—— (F. PHILLIPS and R. A. GARRATT)

Wellington Street, Aldershot
FANCY TIES,
SCARVES,
ETC.

MAKERS OF EVERY KIND
OF

LADIES' & GENT'S HEADWEAR
Established over 80 years

8 BURLINGTON GARDENS, W.l
Telephone :

REGIMENT

Telegrams :
" Militaila Wesdo, London "

A.J.WHITE<hatters>L
A. J. WHITE

BUFFS

REGENT

0582

lie
MAJOR
PRIVATE

Ill

jiliriimrTou

Never was there a
medicine that helped so many
people so much as 'ASPRO' does
today. From all the host of 'ASPRO*
uses we feature here a few of the
most important. They are everyday
ailments to which most households
are subject from time to time. You
are armed against all of them when
you keep a packet of 'ASPRO' handy
in the medicine cupboard or a strip
of 'ASPRO' tablets in your purse or
pocket. Have 'ASPRO' ready for
immediate use—it gets quickly to

work at the first signs of any of the troubles
you see listed to the right. The reason for
the safe effective action of 'ASPRO' is that
by dispelling the symptoms it enables the
body to bring to bear its own natural powers
of recovery. In fact,

GIVES NATURE THE
CHANCE IT NEEDS
A SPRO

KENTISH
GROCERS

COLDS 'FLU
SORE THROAT
FEVERISHNESS
eUepettecC

HEADACHES
RHEUMATIC
PAIN

NERVINESS

Soothed
BRINGS
SWEET SLEEP
to the
SLEEPLESS

Obtainable
from your
N.A.A.F.I.
CANTEEN

Made by ASPRO LIMITED, Slough, Bucks

VYE&SON
Throughout the County
Telephone 2785

—" P h o t o g r a p h s —
CANTERBUR
Phone 3637

DEVELOPING
Artists

AND

F R A N K J. SANGERS
Jfamtijp butcher
(EX

LICENSED DEALER IN GAME

PRINTING

You can rely upon (he
PRIVATE
TRADER
for Value, Courtesy and Service

9

Materials

PICTURE FRAMING

114 NORTHGATE St., CANTERBURY

CIVIL & MILITARY TAILORS

QUALITY

COMPLETE OUTFITTERS

NOTE PAPER
CHOICE of

Stamped with

Designs and

YOUR ADDRESS

Colour

GOULDENS
CANTERBURY

Tel. 2139

BUFFS)

TELEPHONE

2566

WARRENS
14/16 SUN

CLOTHES WHICH BEAR THE
AUTHORITATIVE STAMP OF
QUALITY IN EVERY DETAIL
CUT & MADE ON THE PREMISES

(CANTERBURY)

LTD.

STREET CANTERBURY

IV
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Allied Regiment of The Canadian Army.
The Queen's Own^Rlfles of Canada.
Colonel-m-Chief
Colonel
Officer Comdg,

.

23/12/47
4/6/43

... His Majesty Frederik IX., King of Denmark
MajorGeneral Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C., ret. pay, p.s.c.

Depot The Buffs, Canterbury—Major E. L. C. Edlmann, M.C.
Regular and Militia Battalions.
Uniform— Scarlet. Facings—Buff.
\st Battalion (3rd Foot)— Hong Kong.
3rd Battalion (East Kent Militia)—Canterbury

Territorial Army Battalions.
1/8/46
4th Battalion (Canterbury). Hon. Colonel ... Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D.
Col..E. B. Burns, T.D., D.L. ... 5/12/45
5th Battalion (In abeyance). Hon. Colonel
LIEUTENANTCOLONELS.

§Rice, N. D
Nicholson, J. G., C.B.E. ,
Dewar, M. P. D., M.B.E.

T/Brig., Staff, Overseas.
T/Col.
Leave.
MAJORS.

Rose, A. J. D., O.B.E.
King, J. E., D.S.O
Knocker, H. S.
Coates, D. C.
Airv, E. A. ...
Bruce, E. P. C., M.C.
LyndenBell, P. T. G.
Parrv, F. W. B
Spear, T. H., O.B.E.
Parrv, R. F., M.C
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O. ...
Williams, H. P
Connolly, J. F., D.S.O.
Craig, B. H
Tuff, C. R
Jelf, A. G
Craddock, R. W:, D.S.O.,
M.B.E
Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E.
Grace, H. R....
Scott, E. S., M.B.E.
Harris St. John, B. J.
Lewis, P. J. ...
Bailey, N. T.
Edlmann E. L« C., M.C. ...
Edmeades, R. W. ...
Rawlings, A. C.
Horley, B. M

T/Col., G.H.Q., M.E.L.F.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, U.K.
T/Lt.Col., H.Q. Malaya Command.
Pending retirement.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, U.K.
52nd Gn. R.P.C.
H.Q., Malaya Command.
T/Lt.Col., 1st Bn.
T/Lt.Col. H.Q., Gibraltar.
T/Lt.Col., War Office.
T/Lt.Col., 4th Bn.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, B.A.O.R.
T/Lt.Col. M.E. L .F.
1st Bn.
T/Lt.Col., War Office.
Leave U.K.
T/Lt.Col., War Office.
1st Bn.
Staff, B.A.O.R.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas.
1st Bn.
H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
1st Bn.
Depot.
Mil. Mission Greece.
A.P.M., Mombasa.
War Office.
CAPTAINS.

Ravenhill, R. A. C....
Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E.
Dendy, R. H.
Lucas, J. P
Norris, N. F. H. C. ...
Majendie, A. E.
Harbord, K. P. G. ...
Blaxland, W. G.
Gay, A. W. ...
Bossom, C. ...
Montgomery, D.
Lindley, P. A. N. ...
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
§ Supernumerary.

T/Maj., Staff, U.K.
T/Maj., 1st Bn.
T/Maj., Staff, Overseas.
H.C. Bde. T. Bn.
T/Maj., Staff, Overseas.
T/Maj., 1st Bn.
Leave pending retirement.
Depot.
K.A.R. Mauritius.
Pending retirement.
T/Maj., Staff, U.K,
Staff, Overseas.
1st Bn.

Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O.

Butcher, D. A. T.
Gurney, A. H.
Tilleard, T

CAPTAINS—continued.

... Language Course, China.
... 4th Bn.
... T/Maj., Staff, U.K.
... H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
... T/Maj., Student, Staff College, Camberley.
... T/Maj., Student, Staff College, Camberley.
... Ministry of Supply.
... T/Maj. D.A.A. & Q.M.G., Mombasa
SubArea.
... T/Maj. Tochi Scouts,
Miranshah
Semmence, R, G. H.
Pakistan.
... H:C. Bde., T. Bn.
Court, D. N
GordonWilson, N. F., M.B.E. 1st Bn.
... T/Maj. Staff, Overseas.
Nash, J. P
... War Office.
Hadshar, G. ...
ffrench Blake, M. A. O 'B. ... 1st Bn.
... H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
Iliffe, R. O
... H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
Dunglinson, W. G. H.

Poulsen, N. D.
Cox, E. G., M.C. ...
Collins, H. A.
Critchley, L. F
McGrath, B., M.C. ...
Critchton, R. F.
May, J. F. ...
Worts, J. B., M.C. ...

LIEUTENANTS.

Gillum, J. R

... 1st Bn.
... T/Capt., 2/1 Gurkha Rifles, Abbottabad,
... T/Capt., B.M.M., Greece.
... T/Capt., Indian Military Academy.
Dehra Dun.
... Leave, U.K.
... T/Maj., H.Q. Malaya Command.
... 1st Bn. Leave.
... Staff, Overseas.
... H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
... Staff, Overseas.
... T/Capt., Staff, Overseas.
... H.C., Bde., T. Bn.
... A. F. Depot, Aldershot.
... 1st Bn.
... 1st Bn.
... Malaya.
... Basic O.C.T.U., U.K.
... T/Capt., attached Wiltshire Regiment.
... Intelligence School, Murree, India.
... H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
... 1st Bn. Course, U.K,
... 1st Bn. Course, U.K.
2ND LIEUTENANTS.
... H.C. Bde. T. Bn.

Martin, H. J., M.B.E.
Ricketts, G. A.
Williams, L J.
Watts, E. H. F.

... Maj. (Q.M.)
... Maj. (Q.M.), Depot
... T/Maj. (Q.M.), 1st Bn.
... Capt. (Q.M.), 4th Bn.

Barrett, D. P. R.
McDonald, E. W
Marshall, F. ...
Harley, D. B.

...

Dent, J. E
Dubois, G. E.
Peckham, A. D.
Johnson, T. S.
Squire, S. J. ...
Thornevcroft, F. E...
Wilson ^ P. F.
Hamilton, C. M.
Willows, D. A.
Gatehouse, H. R.
Brigstocke, W. F. ...
Phillips, L M.
Howe, L. G. ...
Griffin, C. T
Hurst, A. j. B.
Webber, J. W.
Pirn, A. H. E.
StratfordTuke, R. A.

QUAR TERMA STBRS.

4th Battalion.

LIEUTBNANTCOLONBL.

Hews, G. R. D., M.C.
Proctor, G. A. H., M.C
Taylor, N. G. N.

Unit or Appointment

Name

Unit or Appointment

Name

MAJORS.

CAPTAINS.

LIEUTENANTS.

Eames, A. G.
Gore, R. E.
Hannah, W. H.
Hopton, I. J.
Neville, F. G., M.C.
Parslow, L J.
Price, W. J. J.
French, B G. J.
Hanierton, Major J. R. (R.A.M.C.). Medical Officer.
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Personalia
DESPECTFULLY we congratulate our
^ColonelinChief on his appointment as
Honorary Admiral of the Fleet.
We regret to record the death of Major
General Sir John Kennedy, past Colonel of the
Regiment, and offer our sympathy to Lady
Kennedy and his family in their loss.
We congratulate Brigadier V. Boucher on his
promotion to full Colonel.
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. J. R. P. Williams
.have recently spent a vacation in Eire, where
they went for the Horse Show in Dublin.
During their holiday they spent a day with
Major and Mrs. F. G. Crozier, who hope that
any of their old friends who go to Eire will
look them up. Captain Harbord was busy at
the blood stock sales. His wife appeared in the
show ring on several occasions, riding side
saddle.
We are able to report that a page of the Book
of Life is again being turned daily, the duty
being performed by the permanent staff at the
Depot.

Captain B. H. Brackenbury, who returned
to Nigeria last April, has been posted to the
District Office, Nsukka in the Onitsha Province,
This is one of the best stations in the province,
about 2,000 feet up and delightfully cool. He
expects to be home again in about a year's time,
The following officer cadet from the Royal
Military Academy has been gazetted 2nd
Lieutenant :—J. R. Gillum. D. A. Spankie and
G. M. C. Mount have been gazetted 2nd
Lieutenants, Emergency Commissions,
War Subs. Lieutenants T. W. Newell and
D. C. J. Banfield have relinquished their
commissions.
We regret to record the death of 2058
exR.S.M. Revell, which occurred on' September
3rd, at the age of 81 years. He joined the
Regiment in 1886, being discharged as a
ColourSergeant in August, 1907, with 21 years'
service. He rejoined in 1914, being discharged
in 1919 as R.S.M. In September, 1943 he
received the Meritorious Service Medal.

Major A. G. Jelf with his family, and Lieuts.
A. H. E. Pirn and R. A. StratfordTuke have
returned home from Eritrea and Hong Kong.

We regret to record the death of exPte.
Richard Bernard Murray, aged 86 years. He
enlisted in the Regiment in July, 1878, being
discharged on May 26th, 1891. Since discharge
he had been employed as a postman at Ballyine,
Co. Limerick.

We understand that Major D. C. Coates has
sent in his papers and that he has obtained
civilian employment.

We congratulate Lieut.Colonel M. P. D.
Dewar on his promotion to the substantive rank
of LieutenantColonel.
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Mr. L. H. Dismore, formerly in the 4th
Battalion and now a member of H.M. Foreign
Service, has been granted two months' home
leave prior to transfer to the Far East. Mr.
Dismore has been a member of the Diplomatic
Corps in Lisbon since 7th September, 1945.
REDESIGNATION
The Overseas Battalion will be redesignated
"1st Battalion The Buffs" with effect from
23rd September, 1948,

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
BIRTH

Joyce.—To Cpl. and Mrs.#Joyce, a daughter
(Sharon Mary), on July 30th, 1948.
DEATH

Kennedy.—On September 5th, 1948, after a
short illness, at Hereford House, London,
W.l, MajorGeneral Sir John Kennedy,
G.B.E., C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., ViceChairman,
British Red Cross Society, late Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders, dearly loved hus
band of Maud Kennedy.

Obituary.
MajorGeneral Sir John Kennedy, G.B.E.,
C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., Knight Grand Cross
of the Dannebrog, ViceChairman Execu
tive Committee British Red Cross, and
Lieutenant of the Tower of London
b. 20th November, 1878. d. 5th Sept., 1948
^"rHE death of the late Colonel of the Regiment,
' John Kennedy, ends* the career of a dis
tinguished soldier and of one who until the end
set an example of service to his Country and
was a friend to all who knew him.
His early service had been spent in the
Highland Brigade and the Egyptian Army.
Kent will remember him as a Buff, as the
Commander of the Sheppey Reserve Brigade
and as the Commander of the 44th Home
Counties Division.
He distinguished himself as a junior officer
and commander in the First World War. His
exceptional ability and experience caused his
selection as Inspector of Infantry, Commandant
of the Senior Officers' School and later as
Commander, 1st Division at Aldershot—in
each of which appointments his advanced think
ing and reputation as a trainer of troops made
most valuable contributions to the Army and
laid the foundations to many distinguished
careers.

There is no doubt that John Kennedy would
have been selected for further promotion had
not his career been cut short by a hunting
accident. He was a fine horseman, a keen
follower of hounds and a firstrate performer on
the polo ground.
In 1923, John Kennedy was selected to
succeed Colonel Trevor in Command of the 2nd
Battalion, .which he relinquished on promotion
in 1926. In 1937 he was created K.B.E. and
appointed Colonel of The Buffs, which appoint
ment he held until his retirement in 1943.
H.M. King Christian X conferred upon General
Kennedy the Knight Grand Cross of the Order
of the Dannebrog on his visit to this country in
1937. ~
G.S.
Captain Ernest Albert Carter, M.C.
(Reg. No. 3925)
HE death of Captain Ernie Carter has
caused great sorrow throughout our Regi *
ment and particularly with all ranks with whom
he soldiered. Son of the late R.S.M. William
Carter, he was third eldest of seven brothers,
six of whom served in The Buffs. He enlisted
at the age of 14 years with his elder brother
Percy at Chatham on the 18th July, 1892,
and sailed with the 2nd Battalion on the three
days' journey to Ireland on board the Assistance,
during which, he often said, "I was bad the
whole journey".

T

Erny never seemed to grow and remained at a height
of about 4 ft. until he attained the age of 19, when he
began to spring up. As a drummer boy, he was full of
the vim and larks of a boy of his age, and one could
write a book on his episodes and adventures. He was
considered far too small and young for the lance stripe
until his father interceded on his behalf. Erny sailed to
the Boer War on board the Gaika on 22nd December,
1899, and was ill with "Mai de Mer" nearly the entire
voyage ; he was never a good sailor. Erny was now a
lance corporal in "C" Company, and was very severely
wounded through the neck at Driefontein on 10th
March, 1900. He could have been invalided home, but
declined to be, for he had heard that his brothers Percy
and Harry were lying gravely ill at Bloemfontein with
Enteric. He eventually rejoined the Battalion a sick
man with "his neck bandaged, to find that his elder
brother had just died, and his younger brother sent
down country. Erny followed the bearers carrying
Percy, from Camp to the Cemetery, a distance of two
miles whilst the Band and Drums played the solemn
marches both he and his dead brother so often had
played. No wonder Erny himself was soon on his back
in the 3rd General Hospital with Enteric Fever, and he
almost succumbed to the scurge ; however, he was
invalided home and recovered.
After twelve months at home he rejoined the 2nd
Battalion at Kumati Valley, and eventually was one of
the draft which sailed for India to join the 1st Battaion
on exchange, and over 20 years of his total service was
spent serving with it.
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Erny was one of the greatest allround sportsmen the
Buffs have ever had ; he took a pride in saying, "I was
never an individualist specialising in one particular—
I always tried to make others as good as myself" and
would recall how his Company in Dublin under Major
(Daddy) Reeves won the Munro Cup. In his prime he
was a regimental football, cricket and hockey player in
addition to being a good crosscountry runner. At field
sports he excelled, and could sprint with the best, and
was an exceptionally fine long, and high jumper, whilst
few, if any, could beat him over the hurdles. At indoor
sports he was just as good whether at billiards, darts
or cards. As a shot, he was one of the best in the
Rdgiment. During the early part of the 1914 War, he
became R.S.M., of the 1st Battalion, and it is on record
how the Battalion turned out to see the R.S.M. salute
his younger brother Harry, on Guard Mounting, who had
been awarded a Commission and on the particular day
was Orderly Officer. "I gave him the finest salute he
ever had or was likely to have", often remarked Erny.
When Erny received his Commission, he was posted to
the 6th (S) Battalion, and took part in most of the
bloody battles which befell that unit. He was awarded
the Military Cross for his fine leadership, example and
gallantry at the Battle of Arras. He was one of the first
to join the L.D.V.s on the outbreak of the 1939 War,
and after some months of service, became a Civil Defence
Warden until early 1944, when he began to suffer ill
health and spinal trouble, and being removed to hospital
underwent a severe operation. After his return he was,
unfortunately, hit in the back by the door of his
daughter's flat, which had been blasted off by a fly bomb.
Erny then went to Wales where he was under constant
medical attention.
After the war he settled at Heme Bay, and during
the past eight months of his life he suffered terrible
pain, which was somewhat eased by the affection shewn
by his old comrades who visited him, in Colonel Orwin,
Major Bill Stone, Major Verlander, Capt. Geo. Johnson
and the Ramsgate Branch, all of whom have been
brothers to him in the real sense of the word. His
neighbours have also helped him, and one in particular,
Mrs. Weldon, who could not have done more for him.
Erny served a total of 31 years with the Regiment in
whiph he was born and was beloved by all ranks. He
always , claimed as a record, that his father and four
sons all wore the Long Service Medal together in,life,
and his father the M.S.M. in addition.
His wish to be cremated was carried out at Charing,
Kent, on 30th August last. Erny leaves a widow, son
and daughter, to whom our sympathy goes out, and
also to his remaining three brothers and four sisters.
So passes another fine old Buff who did so much for the
Regiment, and the family name he had the honour to
bear. He was in possession of the following decorations
and medals : Military Cross, Queen's South African War
Medal with four clasps, King's South African War Medal
with two clasps, 1914/15 Star, War Medal 1914/18,
Victory Medal 1914/18, Civil Defence Medal 1939/45,
Long Service and Good Conduct Medal.
One of Erny's most favourite Hymns is takten from
the 23rd Psalm and this obituary is drawn to a close
with the words :
"The King of love my Shepherd is,
Whose goodness faileth never,
I nothing lack if I am His
And He is mine for ever."
J.E.E.
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Peering through the dim portals of time our thoughts
stray to the Sergeants' Mess of 1914 and here we find a
veritable Band of Brothers. The* names of Tim Corrall,
Tom Kesby, Harry Forwood, Terry Nesbitt, Bill Orwin,
Percy Stock, Bill Stone, Tommy Cook and not least
among them, Ernie Carter, recur to the writer.
x
Carter the footballer, runner, hockey player and
soldier. On the field and in the field an inspiring force.
But it was with the 6th Battalion that Ernie proved
his great worth. Joining this Battalion in October,
1915; after the Hollenzollern attack had wiped out 17
officers, he found himself (a newly gazetted 2nd Lieut.)
crowned with great responsibility from the. outset.
But he thrived on hard work and hard knocks. His
men loved and respected him—for with him you knew
where you were. Concise on his orders, he put heart
into those he commanded. His courage, energy and
personal example were synonymous of the man and
when he was decorated with the Military Cross those
who served with him knew it was well deserved and
well earned.
After the War at Battalion dinners and functions his
memory for names, faces and associations were
exceptional. Did you arrive hoping you might see or
remember one or two 'present, Ernie would spot you.
A warm handshake and welcome and a reminder to the
other lads that you were one of "A" or "B" Company
and were at Hulloch in the Craton or at Cambrai and
you were made to feel at home.
It is hard for us who knew his worth to hear of his
passing. Our great sympathy go out to his wife and
family who comforted and sustained him during his
last long illness. His memory will live on, however,
among his old comrades of the 6th Battalion until they
too depart to the happy hunting grounds of the
Hereafter. R.I.P.
5684.
I am hoping that you can find space in your next
issue for this letter of deepest sympathy with Mrs.
Carter and family in the loss of her husband, Captain
Ernest Carter, also his sisters and Major Enright ; we
know how deeply they are feeling their loss.
As I write I have before me his signature written in
my Birthday Book 59 years ago, so you see I can claim
to have had the honour of his acquaintance and friend
ship for many years.
Major Enright 'phoned me the not unexpected news
and it greatly upset me and stirred up memories of
when we were boyhood friends in the old Regiment at
Aldershot in 1889. At that time He was 11 years of age
and myself a very small Band Boy about 14 J. Through
the medium of the Band of Hope run by the Padre and
Army Scripture Reader in North Camp I got to know
him intimately, became fast friends and we could often
be found together when I had no duty to perform.
Boylike we told each other our joys and sorrows ; of
the latter; one of mine must have been that I often
went to bed hungry, for one day to my utter surprise
he brought me an invitation from his mother. Would
I like to go down to the canteen of which his father was
canteen steward on Sunday afternoons and play with
himself, Pefcy and his two sisters. Needless to say,
I went, and so for a long time on Sunday afternoons the
old canteen rang with the happy laughter of we boys and
girls instead of the troops singing their songs in unison,
"that familiar sound we all know so well".
Then came tea, bread and butter, jam and home
made cake, and then myself back in the Barrackroom
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looking forward to next week and feeling as happy as a
king.
In conclusion may I say just this of Captain Erny
Carter—
What a Man.
What a Sportsman.
What a Buff.
H. WARNER (DARKEY),

Late The Buffs^

It is with feelings of sorrow that I write about a
splendid Buff who has passed away, Captain E. A.
Carter, M.C.
I have known him a good many years. When I was
a recruit at the Depot over 62 years ago, you would often
see some of the Carter children playing near in W.O.s'
married quarters close to the Parade Ground. Their
father was the R.S.M. at the time.
As the long years passed by we very often met. He
was one ofthe few of us left that formed the London
Branch, and we both served on the Committee for a
number of years. He was always a keen supporter of
anything that was to benefit the Branch.
I really feel it very much at the loss of such a dear
old friend.
Yours sincerely,
NOBBY CLARKE (2072),

London Branch.

Future Fvents
Buffs Officers' ReUnion Club
IT is proposed to form a Buffs Officers' Re
* union Club. The qualification for a member
is to have held a Regular, Regular Army
Reserve, Supplementary Reserve, Territorial,
Territorial Army Reserve or Emergency Com
mission in The Buffs, or to have served in the
ranks of The Buffs and to have been com
missioned into another Unit or Corps.
Officers of
R.A.M.C., R.E.M.E. and
R.A.Ch.D., who have been attached to the
Regiment'for a period of at least six months
are welcomed as honorary members.
The annual subscription will be 2/6.
Arrangements are being made for the annual
reunion to be held at the Rembrandt Hotel,
Thurloe Place, S.W.7, on Wednesday, October
13th, 1948, 7 p.m.lO p.m. Dress optional.
The cost of a buffet meal, inclusive of tips, will
be fourteen shillings.
Circular letters are being sent out to as many
officers as possible, but will those who wish to
join the Club please Communicate with the
Officer Commanding Depot, The Buffs, Canter
bury (envelope marked Officers' Reunion
Club), enclosing the annual membership fee
plus, if attending the 1948 Reunion, the charge
for the meal.

89th L.A.A. REGT., R.A./THE BUFFS
OFFICERS' REUNION DINNER
The third Annual Reunion Dinner will
take place on Friday, 29th October, 1948
at The Ghatelain Restaurant, Gerrard
Street, London, W.l, at 7.30 p.m. Dress—
Lounge Suits.
Tickets, price £1 each, are obtainable on
application with cheque or postal order
for that amount from the Hon. Secretary,
L. P. Whatley, 21 Liskeard Gardens, Black
heath, S.E.3.
Information regarding the names and
addresses of any officers who served with
the Regiment, or with the 11th Battalion
The Buffs, and who have not received an
invitation to previous Reunions, will be
welcomed by the Hon. Secretary.
Reunion, l/4th Bn. The Buffs (191418)
A Reunion of members of the above
battalion will be held at the Drill Hall,
St. Peter's Lane, Canterbury, on Saturday,
November 20th, at 7 p.m.
Notices giving details as to application
for tickets will appear in the News of the
World and all the local Kent papers.

Wearing of Orders
The following statement from the Lord
Chamberlain's Office on the wearing of
Orders and Decorations was published in
the London Gazette on September 7th :
The King has approved, as a temporary
measure, on all occasions when Orders,
Decorations and Medals are worn with
evening dress, of miniatures being worn
with dinner jackets by those not in
possession of full evening dress. Neck
badges will not be worn with dinner
jackets, but thefce insignia may be worn in
miniature with Decorations and Medals
on the left side of the coat. Stars of Orders
will not be worn with dinner jackets.

The Buffs Golfing Society
total attendance at the Society's Autumn
Meeting held at LittlestoneonSea was 32, inclusive
of 2 nonplaying members, 34 attending the annual
dinner, and the winners of the competitions were :—
THE REEVES CUP (best scratch aggregate 36 holes).—
Captain W. J. Richardson, 147.
THE PAGET CUP (best handicap aggregate 36 holes).—
Major D. Montgomery (5), 147.
THE LYNDEN BELL TROPHY (18 holes Bogey).—
Lieut.Colonel N. R. Reeves (Scr.), all square.
(Continued on page 210)
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The Perak Field Force, 187576
HTHE Malay Peninsula, through which, sad to
relate, the Japanese advanced so success
fully on Singapore, is the southern extremity
of the Continent of Asia. It has a length of some
750 miles with a breadth varying from 60 miles
to 180 miles.
A chain of mountains traverses its length
and from both sides of this range numerous
rivers descend to either coast, many of them
being choked by sand banks and mud bars. *
But first a brief reference to its history. It is generally
believed that the modern Malay springs from a colony
founded in the 12th Century by people from Sumatra.
Prior to the formation of the colony from Sumatra at
Singapore, the coast and adjacent islands were peopled
by a savage race named RayetLaut (Seamen) and the
interior by aborigines many of whom resemble the
natives of Australia.
The aborigines were' gradually driven back into the
mountains by the adventurers from Sumatra. Sultan
Mahommed Shah (A.D. 1276) was the first Malay
prince who adopted the Moslem faith from Arabia.
His influence extended over all Malaya but during the
15th Century the country is believed to have been
under Siamese subjection.
In 1511, the Portugese under Alphonso d'Albuquerque
conquered the country and held Malacca until 1641
when it fell into the hands of the Dutch. Malacca next
was taken by the British in 1795. It was restored in
1818, however, but was finally ceded in 1825 to Great
Britain.
The Malay Peninsula is divided into various States
and one of these—Perak—was the scene of operations
in which the 3rd Regiment (Buffs) participated and
which were undertaken in consequence of the murder
by Malays of H.M. Resident—Mr. j. W. Birch.
This campaign is but another of the many small wars
in which British and Indian troops have been engaged,
and in this instance with the cooperation of the Royal
Navy.
The Perak Field Force was under the command of
MajorGeneral the Hon. F. Colborne, C.B., and com
prised the following units : 3/5th Royal Artillery with
4 mountain guns, 7pdr. M.L.R., 2 mortars (5J inch),
200 rockets; 3rd Regiment (Buffs)—Lieut.Colonel
T. A. Cox ; 10th Regiment ; 80th Regiment (Wing
only) ; Company of Madras Sappers and Miners ; A
Field Telegraph Unit—100 miles of wire with one
superintendent and 10 signallers ; The 1st Goorkhas.
The 3rd Regiment (Buffs) embarked at Calcutta in
November, 1875.
The following ships of the Royal Navy were employed
during the operations—Egeria, Fly, Philomel, Ringdove,
Thistle and Modeste, with certain auxiliary vessels.
In addition to their duties of transport and coast
blockade the ships furnished a Naval Brigade which was
employed both for boat service on the Perak river and
also on shore on several occasions when seamen and
Marines rendered splendid support.
Fighting was under exceptionally arduous conditions,
both climatic and physical, and against an enemy brave
but treacherous, well armed too, and unusually skilful
in the construction of formidable stockades which were
invariably well placed in the jungle country through
which our troops had to force their way.
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These stockades, moreover, were always stoutly
defended and contained guns mounted on swivels and
commanding the narrow approaches. The Malays
added to their defensive positions by the liberal use of
'jranjows" (crows' feet)—bamboo spikes which were
scattered cunningly around the stockades. These
proved a peculiarly unpleasant device and caused a
number of casualties among our troops.
The weapons used by the Malays in this war were the
"kris", the national dagger of a peculiar type and said
to be poisoned, having a blade shaped somewhat like a
flame. The "limbing", or lance, was also in use. The
Malays manufactured gunpowder and used lead, or
tin slugs for their ordnance. The latter comprised the
"Mariam", or 6Pounder, the iron "Ranlata", and the
"Jula Ranbung" with a muzzle about the size of a
blunderbuss.
Our men were armed with the Martini Henry and also
Snider, both heavy rifles to carry throughout the day
in the sweltering heat of the jungle, with ball cartridge
adding greatly to the weight of bayonet, waterbottle,
etc. Clothing, too, was at that period quite unsuitable
for active service judged by modern standards.
The sick and wounded were carried in "dhoolies"—
two per Company for European troops and one for the
Goorkhas, with the regular complement of six bearers
per "dhoolie".
Regimental camp equipage and light tents accom
panied the force.
The campaign afforded many opportunities to junior
officers who being detailed for duties on detachment
were enabled to show resource and initiative on such
occasions. Handtohand fighting often occurred and
reports of these affairs as given in the official papers
mention our men giving the traditional "three cheers"
as they charged home with the bayonet.
The rocket proved of great value throughout the
operations. Reading the correspondence which was
exchanged between the authorities at Singapore, else
where in the East and in England, one is struck by the
great difficulties which hampered all engaged, and
the manner in which success was achieved despite what
at the time seemed almost insurmountable a problem.
Our forefathers fought for Queen and Country under
conditions very far removed from those of recent years !
The campaign was entirely successful and was recog
nized by the award of the India General Service Medal
(1854) with clasp "Perak".
"PER MARE PER TERRAM."

[As regards clothing the wording of the Regimental
History of this period is as follows :—
"General Colbourne, in his despatch in the London
Gazette on 1st February, 1876, stresses the fact that
the troops were unsuitably dressed in white. Actually
according «to the Buffs Regimental Order Book which
covers the period of the Campaign, it is clear that the
clothing of the Regiment was died khaki and that
helmet covers of a similar colour were issued to officers
and men before departure from India. The change
was probably effected by staining the clothing in coffee.
There was no official issue of khaki at that period."—Ed.]
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Tales of the Cross River Column
T SUPPOSE there are very few people who
* have even heard of the river of that name.
Very briefly then, it is a smallish river which
flows into the sea at Calabar. At the time of
the incident that I am about to relate the
column was located at Ossidinge, about 100
miles up stream from Calabar, and here the
river was about as broad as the Thames at
Richmond.
Its banks were fringed with huge forest trees, and
impenetrable jungle or, as it is termed on the "Coast",
bush. No traffic but native dugout canoes ever dis
turbed the quiet flow of water. Crocodiles sunning
themselves on the sand banks were always to be seen,
but too wary to be caught napping—at the slightest
sound they plunged into the water.
To this remote corner of the hinterland of Nigeria
came in October, 1914, the Cross River Column to act
as threat to the German flank, while the main force
disembarking at Duala, made the main attack on the
Cameroons. It was not, however, until October, 1915,
that the general advance was possible.
In October, 1915, orders were received to advance
and capture the German stronghold of Bamenda, which
lay some 60 miles "to the North East. To this place the
Germans had built a first class road capable, of motor
traffic, though it is doubtful if a motor had ever travelled
on it. Unfortunately, they had also constructed at
intervals along it, elaborate systems of defence. Frequent
reconnaissance of them had been made and a fair idea
of the difficulties obtained, the net result being a con
viction that the chances of effecting our object was
remote.
As it so often happens in war, an almost unknown
track was divulged by the natives who had a healthy
horror of their German masters, and would give any
thing to rid themselves of their presence. One can liken
it to the disclosure to General Wolfe of the path to the
heights of Abraham. Anyway, the track was investigated
and was found practicable ; it led by a circuitous route
to a point behind the main German defence line, which
of course was just what was wanted. There was, how
ever, one snag, a rocky gorge with an unfordable. torrent
had to be crossed, and that by means of a single tietie
bridge. This was the key to the success of the plan.
The Bridge
The gorge ran through the dense bush, its vertical
and rocky walls shut in the turbulent stream that
dashed its way towards the river.
At one point only could it be crossed and that was
where the chasm narrowed to some 30 yards. Here a
tietie bridge had been constructed from the creepers
which festooned the trees. These twisted together to the
thickness of a man's forearm, formed the footway.
On either side, a similar rope both supported the footway
and served as a hand rail. Three or perhaps four people
only might cross at one time, with any safety. The
sway, even so, was perilous enough to those whose
nerves were at all shaky, to say nothing of the strain
that might snap the contraption and send the passengers
tumbling into the torrent, twenty feet below.
The March
The column had been marching almost nonstop for
the last twentyfour hours, a swift, silent advance, with

surprise its object. The track through the bush admitted
of single file only. The thick growth shrouded all around
from view, the visible world was bounded by a wall of
bush, tunnelled by the track.
The weather had done its best to keep prying eyes
at home as it had poured with rain since the start,
rained as only it can in the tropics, a solid wall of water,
drumming ceaselessly down, serving as a background to
the chorus made by the frogs.
The Intelligence Officer had already reported the
track to be clear as far as Chinda, which had been kept
under observation for some weeks. It was visited by
an enemy patrol daily, which withdrew at nightfall
across the gorge spanned by a single tietie bridge
some nine miles up stream. A post of ten men under a
white man was posted at the far end of the bridge at
night. A mile beyond this was a position reported by
the natives as being held by a force of some three
hundred German troops with six white men.
The gorge had been on the right flank of the march
from the commencement, impassable at any point, it
had secured that flank from any attack.
Now in the late afternoon Sgt. Oni Shaki had returned
and reported that one white man and ten Askaris had
just left Chinda for the bridge and had no inkling of our
approach.
The Commander breathed a sigh of relief, the enemy
patrol leader would on his return report "All clear".
So far the element of surprise had been maintained.
The next step was the bridge. Could a surprise crossing
be effected ?
A "folorn hope" had already been selected, a call for
a storming party had been responded to by all stepping
forward, Hausa's vying with Yorubas for the honour.
A picked Section under their Officer, Lieutenant C. E. M.
Heathcote, had been detailed to lead the night march,
which would lead them at dawn to their hazardous
assault.
Dawn was at 5.45 and allowing for a rate of march of
one mile an hour, the column set off.
So utter was the darkness in this blanket of bush,
that the danger of straying could only be mitigated by
each man holding some part of the equipment of the
man in his front.
Stumbling along at a snail's pace, tripping at times
over obstructions, fallen trees, water courses, stones,
and the uneven surface, all these had no apparent effect
on the nerves of the native soldiery, but to the European
it was one long grinding torment of apprehension.
Would the column get there in time ? Was it closed up ?
Had they been observed by some unseen watcher ?
None of these questions could be answered, only the
uncertainty remained to fret and torture those
responsible:
The Attack
Slowly the time crept on, no landmarks served to
gauge how far the objective lay ahead, the need for
silence, the heat, the sweet sickly smell of the bush,
lay on one like lead.
At last a glint and the sound of tumbling water
announced that the track was nearing the gorge, and it
was known that the bridge was now not far off. It was
known also that the track on the far bank turned back
from the bridge and ran parallel to that approaching it.
However, there was not much fear of being heard in
the din of rushing water.
The dawn was almost breaking, and at last the bridge
showed dimly, spanning the chasm. Any delay now
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would be fatal. But where were the troops ? Only the
forlorn hope were present and one machine gun. This
was mounted and trained on the supposed location of
the far end of the bridge. The forlorn hope moved up
to the bridge. The seconds ticked on to Zero hour.
Five seconds to go, four, three, two, Now ! The vicious
stutter of the Vickers tore the stillness of the bush.
Simultaneously an answering salvo flashed from the
far bank, but while the machine gun belt ran its riotous
way there were no more answering flashes, and when
the gun ceased, a pause was made, and almost at once
a rocket tore its way skyward to announce that the
bridge was crossed.
And now the rest of the column was closing up at the
double, dawn was well under way, and a steady stream
of troops were soon passing over the bridge.
Within half an hour the enemy's position was being
shelled, the infantry deployed and advancing to the
attack, supported by the fire of the 95 millimetre guns.
The enemy surprised, and disorganised by a lucky
direct hit in the opening salvos would not stop to face
the line of rapidly approaching bayonets, and were soon
in retreat.
This was the first of many acts in the course of the next
few months, and put the tails of the Nigeria Regiment
right up. Nothing ever stopped them after that.
Their gallant leader, Lieutenant Heathcote, was
awarded the Military Cross for his share in this brilliant
bit of aggressive action. Its effect on the campaign was
material, as it drove the first wedge, and loosened the
hold of the Germans on their Line of Communications
and they crumpled up under combined pressure from
front and flank.
J.C.

Gin Quiz
Question No. 1.—When giving a cocktail party
which of the following policies do you recommend
towards making a bottle of gin go furthest ?
(a) Allow your guests to Lelp themselves either
carefully watched ; or left alone with a half empty
bottle in the hope their consciences will prick ?
(b) Help them yourself on the "Say when ?" system.
If so, do you recommend adding, or not : "Pretty
expensive this stuff nowadays, old boy, eh, what ?
Ever helped old Bill Boozer to a drink ? He knows
how to put it away all right. Say when, old Boy."
(c) Help them yourself making quite certain that
you cannot be watched during the process.
Question No. 2.—As a host are you in favour, or
not in favour, of always starting off with as near an
empty bottle as possible, and of never allowing a full
bottle of anything being in sight ?
Question No. 3.—When offered a drink do you, or
do you not, always sympathetically ask : "Are you
quite sure you can spare it ?" In any case, what is the
use of asking this damn silly question anyway ?
NOTE.—If unable to answer this question you are
requested to leave the room.
Question No. 4.—Do you approve or disapprove of
a host asking a suitably chosen guest : "Let me see,
you are one of those who always expects a second
'double' aren't you ? Shall I get you one ?" Or do you
think he would be better advised to get into reverse by
saying : "Can't I persuade you to change your in
variable policy of only having one 'double'—for that
is your policy, isn't it ? So many are doing this now.
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In fact quite a number confine themselves to a 'single'.
But come along, old boy, just for once. Do let me get
you one."
Question No. 5.—NOTE.—-In the study of this question
competitors are allowed to take into consideration that
the cost of a double at a Club or Restaurant may be as much
as 6/.
Having enjoyed one "double" at the expense of old
Fruity Sidebottam, you suddenly jump up and say,
"By Jove, there's old Juicy Winterbottom—the very
man I want to see. Excuse me, old boy." Whereupon
you leave old Fruity and enjoy a second "double" at
the expense of old Juicy. And then in a far corner of
the room you spot old Noisy Allbottom sitting by
himself and with an unfinished drink by his side.
The question is whether, having already enjoyed two
free "doubles", you can resist the temptation of a certain
third ?
Question No. 6.—When mixing a cider cocktail
which gin measure do you recommend ? A thimble or
an egg cup ?
IMPORTANT NOTE.—If unable to answer these questions
consult your doctor.
THE TOPER.

Poaching Occasions
II. Private Percy Rigden—purveyor
his attestation papers Private Rigden was
^entered as a ''skilled labourer", and he
could not have been more aptly described.
There was scarcely anything he could riot do
with his hands from splicing a rope to cooking
a dinner.
Rigden is not his real name, but as he lives in Dover
and this is a Dover tale he had better serve under this
honourable Kentish name.
It was when' the 9th Buffs were at Dover in 1940
with a detachment out at St. Margaret's Bay.
Rigden, I have said, was a craftsman but" he was
more than that, he was an individualist. He could
work on his own and turn an honest penny at it. Indeed,
he told me once that he often made more money when
he was out of work just by doing things on his own
which it had not occurred to anyone else to do. He
ought to have been promoted, of course, but he preferred
to remain a private soldier. However, a man of such
outstanding qualities could not be wasted so he accepted
the position of batman and immediately outjeeved
Jeeves.
About two days after arriving at St. Margaret's Bay
the officers of the Company were sitting in their Mess
that evening when suddenly the door burst open, and
there stood Rigden holding a great dish in his hands
and beaming from ear to ear.
"There, Sir !" he cried excitedly, "There, Sir, what
do you think of that ?"
Bending forward he displayed halfadozen massive
trout piled on the dish.
"Good Heavens, Rigden !" I answered in astonish
ment, "wherever did those come from ? I say, but
what beauties !"
We had better let Rigden tell the tale in his own words
as well as I can remember them.

THE

210

DRAGON

"Got 'em up at River, I did, Sir. No one else can't
never catch 'em but me, but I lived up at River as a
nipper, Sir. Well, first one I 'ooked off the bridge—that
one there, Sir, it was. Beauty, ain't he ? Must run
pretty near a pound, I'll be bound. Then just as I was
landing me second along comes an old gentleman with
a little brown spaniel. A major he was, Sir, so I stood
to attention and said, 'Good evenin', Sir', I said. 'Don't
you know you're poaching, my man ?' he said. 'Oh,
beg pardon, Sir', says I, 'I didn't think there was no
harm in fishing off of a public highway, so to speak.'
'Well there is', the old major answers sharplike, 'it's
poaching and you ought to know it.' 'Sorry, Sir',
I answers. 'I wouldn't like to do nothin' to contravene
the law', and with that I packs up but when the old
major had gone I went on up into the meadows above
where there are some very good pools, and then I caught
four more. Mind you, Sir, I had to exercise me dis
cretion now and then for it don't pay to advertise
oneself too much on jaunts like this. But I don't think
no one else saw me."
Rigden grinned and withdrew with his trophies.
Pink fleshed trout nicely fried and served with a slice of
crisp bacon is a breakfast dish worthy of a king. We
were all agreed on that except our little Cockney officer
who sucked his teeth meditatively afterwards and then
expressed the opinion that on the whole he preferred a
nice bit of middlecut out of a tin, with vinegar.
Winnie and Pooh, the two great crossChannel guns,
fortunately opened fire at that very moment and §o
drowned the roar of protest that greeted his remark.
Some weeks later Brigadier Ivor Hughes was coming
to dinner and the problem was what novelty could we
have to eat ?
Private Rigden solved the problem. He merely caught
another halfadozen trout.

Buffs Golfing Society—continued from p. 206
THE KENWARD CUP (Senior Medal—Handicap 13 and
under).—Major D. Montgomery (5), 73.
*THE JUNIOR MEDAL (Handicap 14 and over).—Major
H. E. Colton (24), 80 ; R. E. Thomas (16), 80.
COUPE DES LAPINS (18 holes Bogey—Handicap 20
and over).—Major E. P. C. Bruce (24), 6 down.
BOGEY FOURSOMES.—Captain W. J. Richardson and
2/Lieut. J. R. Gillum, 2 up.
THE BAIRD CUP (Eclectic—50 years and over).—
MajorGeneral Sir R. G. Stanham (4£), 69£.
THE TREVOR CUP (Eclectic—Under 50 years of age).—
Lieut.Colonel N. R. Reeves (Scr.), 66.
* Denotes winner of tie decided on the best last 18
holes.
FIVE SHILLING SELLING SWEEPSTAKES

The winning score was 77, returned by Major D.
Montgomery and Major G. Mount, who were purchased
by T. Dyer and Major P. R. H. Fox.
THE BUFFS BENEVOLENT FUND

As a result of the Eclectic competitions for the Baird
and Trevor Cups, the sum of £7 2s. Od. has been handed
over to the Regimental Benevolent Fund, made up as
follows :—
£ 8. d.
Donations
...
...
2 10 0
Shilling Cards
4 12 0
Total

...

£7

2

0

The Past and Present Association
Ashford Branch
LADIES' GUILD

The monthly meeting of the Guild was held
in the Drill Hall on Wednesday, September
8th, at 3 p.m. The Chairman (Mrs. King)
presided. The Minutes of the last meeting were
read and signed.
A letter from the men's branch was read asking for
volunteers from the Committee to help them prepare a
light supper which they proposed to give to their
members over 65 on September 18th. Following supper
a social would be held to which all ladies were invited.
Offers of help were quickly given.
A table runner given by Mrs. King realised 8/6 for
the Guild funds.
The ViceChairman (Mrs. Sharrard) kindly brought
along with her a bag of delicious ripe homegrown
pears. These were enjoyed by all present.
E.L.E.P.

London Branch
A meeting of the London Branch was held
on 21st August at the Prince Alfred, Tufton
Street, Westminster, S.W.I, with Captain G. J.
Emery in the Chair.
We were pleased to have with us Captain
Brittain, Major J. E. Enright, Captain H.
Hopps, Tony Mason, W. Hudd, C.S.M. "Cabby"
Saunders, A. Tong of the Margate Branch, and
many of our regular visitors.
The members stood in silence for one minute in
memory of our late Chairman, Lieut.Colonel Harry
Fine, M.C., and Harry Foot of the 2nd Battalion.
Mr. "Buffy" Ward rose and said it had come as a great
shock to him to learn of the death of Harry Fine, he
had served with him for threeandahalf years in
France during the first World War and had been
associated with him in the formation of concert parties.
Major Enright said, "I was a prisoner of war with him
in Poland, where he was the camp interpreter, being
such an excellent linguist, and more than once he had
been punished for some camp regulation being broken
by other prisoners, the Camp Commandant taking the
view that as interpreter he should have reported what
was going on. I'm afraid we were not model prisoners.
The minutes of the last meeting were read.
The annual Cenotaph Parade was discussed and it
was decided to carry on with it on a Saturday next
year as the last one had been such a success.
The annual balance sheets of the Branch accounts
were passed round for members' examination and
approval.
Mr. Harry Foot, an Associate Member and the son
of the late Harry Foot, 2nd Battalion, was present and
handed to the Chairman of the London Branch the
photograph of a block house which his father wished
the Branch to have in gratitude for the friendship he
had enjoyed from the members of the Branch. The
photograph was taken in South Africa.
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Captain Emery, accepting the gift on behalf of the
Branch, thanked Mr. Foot for his remarks and for
coming along to present it.
The Bun Penny collection amounted to £1 Os. 6d.
Mr. Payne, 5th Battalion, attended for the first time
and was welcomed into the Branch by the Chairman.
Mr. G. Cotton asked the Secretary to write to the
members of the Ramsgate Branch to thank them for
their kindness to Captain Carter during his long illness.
We are very grateful.
We have since learned of the passing of Captain Carter
and feel we have lost an old friend. He was one of the
founder members of the Branch and successively held
all the official positions and for many years was second
only to Major J. E. Enright in working for our welfare.
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY.—About 75 members of the
Branch found their way to Canterbury. Colonel Guy
Lee kindly placed the Branch wreath in the Warriors'
Chapel after the Service.

We were again entertained to tea at the County
Hotel by Alderman Major H. G. James and were
addressed by the Mayor, Mrs. Hews.
Captain G. J. Emery thanked Major James for his
untiring efforts to entertain us every year ; it must
put him to a deal of trouble. Major James replied,
"I enjoy it as much as you and look forward to seeing
you."

LADIES' GUILD

The usual monthly meeting was held at the
Prince Alfred Restaurant on Saturday, 4th
September and was fairly wellattended. Mrs.
D. E. Spinner was in the Chair.
MINUTES.—Minutes of the previous Meeting were
read and signed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—Letters were received from Miss
Evans, Royal Cambridge Home, with best wishes from
Mrs. Draper and herself, and from Mrs. Coward stating
that her husband has had a bad accident and is in
hospital, but improving.
' APOLOGIES.—Apologies for inability to attend were
received from Mrs. Keown, Mrs. Buxton, Mrs. Coward,
Mrs. Cobb, Miss Evans, Mrs. Draper, Mrs. Ricketts,
Mrs. Enright and Mrs. Billings.
SICK.—We regret to hear that Mr. Stunt is still very
ill at his home. We wish him a speedy recovery.
OBITUARY.—The death of Mrs. Redman, Senior, a
very old member of the Guild and a great old Buff
Lady, was announced, and also of Captain Carter, who
passed away on 25th August. We send our deepest
sympathy to their respective relatives.
RAFFLES.—Raffle given by Mrs. Vaughan realised
16/6 and by Mrs. Taylor 11/3. Our very grateful thanks.
THE LONDON BRANCH BUFFET SUPPER AND DANCE

will take place on 25th September. Tickets now on sale.
HERE AND THERE

F. G. Beard has gone to Salisbury to work and will
be away from meetings for a time.
Mr. E. C. Y. Searle writes to say he is in the employ
of Messrs. Woolworth at Derby and will therefore be
unable to attend our dance in September.
Sgt. G. Berrett is serving with the 2nd Battalion and
will not see us for another two years.
S. J. Cooney, who is an old l/5th Battalion man, is
Adjutant of the 6th (Cinque Ports) Cadet Battalion,
The Buffs. He was once a member of the London
Branch, and wishes to be remembered to Major Enright
and other old friends.
H. G. Wickington is busy with athletic and other
committees and sends best wishes to the Branch.
Captain W. H. Pitkin, home from Greece, sends
best wishes to Colonel J. V. R. Jackson, Colonel J. R. P.
Williams, Major Enright and friends of the 1st, 7th and
10th Battalions.
J. W. Simmons, 2/5th and 6th Battalions, a Life
Member, is asking after Major P. W. Ransley with whom
he was associated during the first World War.
R. Ash, 5th Battalion, writes to say he has seen
6286852 A. G. Ovens in hospital at Enfield. His letter,
posted on 22nd June, reached the Secretary on 21st
August.
2757 H. H. Smith, who enlisted in 1888, has had a fall
but is now recovering. He paid a visit to Major Metson,
at Dunmow, Essex. Does anyone remember him ?
R. W. Billings represented the 6th (191418) Battalion
at the funeral of the late Captain Carter.
A. J. Banks, after 24 years in the Regiment, has now
obtained employment with the Wycombe, Bucks,
Rural District Council. He sends his best wishes to
members of the London Branch.
E.C.W.G.

GUILD DINNER AND DANCE.—It has been agreed that
arrangements will be made for a Dinner and Dance to
take place on the first Saturday in July, 1949—21st
Anniversary.

It was proposed by Mrs. Taylor and seconded by Mrs.
Stunt and carried unanimously that a letter of
sympathy should be sent to Mrs. Carter in her sad
bereavement.
A welcome was given to Mrs. Stunt and Mrs. Cudlip,
and Mrs. Watts, a new Member.
M.L.

Ramsgate Branch
The branch having no meeting in August,
our only important event was Remembrance
Sunday. A total of 65 attended from Ramsgate,
there being five officers, 40 members and 20
ladies.
A wreath was laid on behalf of the Ramsgate Branch
by Major A. Taylor, Mr. B. E. Knott acting as wreath
bearer. Mr. R. Atkins also laid a wreath in memory of
his son.
The Ramsgate party spent an enjoyable day despite
the weather and renewed many old friendships.
If Eddie Light reads this article, also any friends from
Folkestone, Bert Knott and his party would be pleased
to see them at Ramsgate.
I must nqt let these notes go by without thinking of
one dear Buff absent from that Parade, Captain Ernie
Carter. The Association and the Ramsgate Branch
have lost a good friend and a great Buff. Our deepest
sympathy goes out to Mrs. Carter in her great loss.
Her grief is shared by many Buffs. It is a job to replace
soldiers like Ernie Carter.
B.E.K.
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Margate Branch
The September branch meeting was held at
the George and Dragon, Charlotte Square,
on the 1st of the month. The ViceChairman
(Mr. Cousins) presided, supported by The Hon.
Secretary and Hon. Treasurer.
We were pleased to welcome Mr. Harman, recovered
from his long illness. We were also glad to see (and
hear) one or two of the members who have not been
present at meetings for some time, and we take this as
an augury for better attendances in the future.
Business concluded, we trooped down to the Drill
Hall of the Margate Detachment of "A" Company, 4th
Buffs, where a shoot was in progress, the competing
teams being Royal Navy, represented by a team from
H.M.S. Bleasdale, a "Hunt" Class destroyer paying a
visit to the town, "A" Company, 4th Buffs, Margate
Police and Margate Rifle Club.
The match over, some further practice was indulged
in, the while other members of the teams gathered
upstairs over a friendly glass. A very pleasant evening.

Canterbury Branch
Another month has passed with dart matches,
etc., keeping the activities of the Club up to
scratch. A number of old members have been
giving their support, and it is hoped that many
more will put in an appearance along with new
members who join.
The Club hut looks very cheery and home
like after being painted inside by our "Puff
Puff" fan, who spent all his spare time and bad
language doing it. Now he has run out of words.
At least, that's what "Jock" thinks. All
members express their gratitude and thanks for
his hard work.
Our first match of the month was against
the "Hope Inn" of Hythe. As this team is an
old opponent and the result is repeated each
time, no more need be said.
On September 11th a party of Members, Hon. Members
and wives paid a visit to the "Dover Castle", Teynham,
presumably to play a dart match. As no result has been
spoken about, and as the writer of these notes stayed
behind to mind the bar, and what conversation has
been overheard, it remains in doubt whether the match
was ever played. However, the party must have had
an enjoyable time judging by one Hon. Member who
opened the door of his wardrobe and walked in, mis
taking it for his bedroom, and humming "Ron rabbit,
Ron".
The next day two coach loads from the Medway
Branch descended upon us, headed by their Chairman
(Mr. Cox) and Secretary (Mr. Peacock), backed up by
Members and their wives. Owing to the children, one
coach left at 8 p.m. to get them home early. After the
departure of this coach both branches made up scratch
teams of eight a side for darts. In the absence of our
regular Captain, Mr. Styles carried on as such and
under his able leadership led the Canterbury Branch
to victory. Harry should ask Dick how it was done,

especially as our regular team players were thinly
represented. After this battle several turns were given
by both branches, the chief artistes being Mrs. Da vies,
Mr. Neaves, and Mr. Baynes of Canterbury and by
members of Medway (apologies for not having their
names).
Another feature of the evening was the "Hokey
Cokey", led by that old warrior Lish Lewry. Watching
him doing all the complicated movements made one
remember that oft repeated saying, "Old Soldiers never
Die". Keep going, Lew.
At last the time arrived to say farewell to our Medway
visitors, but only for a short time, as they very kindly
invited us to visit them on October 30th. This was
readily accepted and we hope a good crowd will turn
up and repay Medway for a lively visit. This visit bore
out the saying that when old soldiers meet they refight
old battles. This may be so, but surely old soldiers
don't talk for three hours without drawing breath as
two old soldiers' wives did on this evening (one Canter
bury, one Medway), and as one passed by, such places
as Gib., Bareilly and Ranikhet caught the ear, but
these ladies were not fighting battles but just recapturing
happy memories of days spent in a large happy family.
In concluding these notes the Members and Hon.
Members express their deepest sympathy to Mr. L.
Coley on the sudden death of his wife, who passed away
after a short illness.

Brighton Branch
A good meeting was held on Monday, Septem
ber 6th, nineteen members turning up, including
two new ones, Messrs. Billett and Harvey—
they were very welcome. We also had with us
Colonel G. F. Hamilton. It's always good to
see him and one must think it was either the
result of better weather or the Brighton Dog
Show.
We are now debating whether we can run to a
Children's Christmas Party as well as a grownup
Christmas Dinner. However, the more activities we go
in for, the more members will join, perhaps—who knows.
We also sold all the Dragons for a change and if
things go on this way we shall have to order more. If
only everyone would resolve to bring one more Buff
each, we really could call ourselves a living branch of
the Old Tree.

Correspondence.
BLU attached B.' Greek Corps,
H.Q. B.M.M. (G),
British Forces in Greece.
21s* July, 1948.
Dear Major Peareth,
As Camp Commandant of the above, I had the very
pleasant duty of entertaining officers and crew of H.M.S.
Cardigan Bay at Larissu, but the whole part of the
story being a very large Buffs badge in the Ward Room
of Cardigan Bay. Most of the officers and crew have
long departed from the ship, and I could not find any
person on board who knew the story of this badge.
I then promised the Captain I would find out for him
and let the officers know the details.

THE
Would you please be so kind as to ask any
officers who were in Trieste the story ?
Out here is Major Edmeades, who is now on a very
lonely hilltop with his brigade and who sends along
notes to me asking for his whisky ration and any more
I can spare. We have not yet met, but hope to in the
near future.
My best wishes to you.
Yours faithfully,
T. ROWCLIFFE.

[We should be glad to hear the details of how the
Regimental badge was presented to the Ward Room of
H.M.S. Cardigan Bay.—Ed.]
County Police Station,
Sandhurst,
Camberley, Surrey.
9th September, 1948.

Dear Sir,
It is with great pleasure that I have to tell you that
on July 14th I was on duty in the grounds of the Royal
Military Academy, Sandhurst, on the occasion of H.M.
The King's visit to the Academy for the "Passing Out
Parade". During the ceremony I received a pleasant
surprise, I met my old Company Commander of Maymyo
and Lucknow days (19321938), Major R. M. Webster.
Later, as I was passing a refreshment tent I heard a
familiar voice. Looking round, to my second surprise
I saw Lieut.Colonel R. F. Parry about to swallow a
glass of beer. We had a long chat about the old days
and old comrades. To me that was as good as any
doctor's tonic.
Both Major Webster and Lieut.Colonel Parry
looked very well and to them I send my best wishes.
Well, the next "Passing Out Parade" is in October
and again I shall look out for old faces. Yes ! I shall
be there again on duty. I am still a Policeman.
To all Buffs, past and present, I send my best wishes
and say Happy Hunting.
Yours faithfully,
LEONARD R. SAYER,
£#6284508 Corporal,
"C" Company, Is* Battalion, The Buffs.
P.S.—The photo of the sentry on guard duty in
London at the Palace, published in a previous issue of
The Dragon, is that of No. 801841 Pte. W. Wase.
78 Tummill Street,
Clerkenwell,
London, E.C.I.
28th August, 1948.

Dear Sir,
It gives me great pleasure to write these few lines to
you in the hope that it may interest you and also the
readers of the Magazine. I am employed by the
Modern Engraving Co., Ltd., Exmouth House, Pine
Street, London, E.C.I, who make the Process blocks
for the Magazine. In my district where I live I use a
public house "The Castle" and in my conversation with
the host, Mr. Blackman, I noticed that he wore The
Buffs O.C.A. Badge. I told him about making the
blocks for the Magazine. We.had quite a nice talk about
Canterbury, for I also was stationed at Canterbury at
the Cavalry Barracks.
I am enclosing a Brochure of the History of the
Castle, it may be the means of letting many Old Com
rades who reside in London have the pleasure of meeting
again.
Yours faithfully,
P. SULLIVAN.
(continued on page 217)
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1st Battalion.
'"PHIS month has been a
* quiet one as far as func
tions and sporting events
are concerned. Murray Bar
racks, in the centre of Hong
Kong Town, have once again
been taken over by us, and
residing there are at present
"C" and "D" Companies,
and the Band and Drums.
In Stanley, Battalion H.Q.,
H.Q. Company, "A" Com
pany and "B" Company
still have their being.
During the month, "C"
Company have been to
Stonecutter's Island, firing their annual range
course, as have also half of "A" Company. *
"B" Company disappeared from our midst
at an indecently early hour one morning, bound
for a training camp at Lo Wu, which is on the
mainland, near the Chinese Border. They will
be there for a month.
Early in the month the evening calm was
shattered for the occupants of the Officers'
Mess by the occurrence of a raging bush fire
some 200 yards away, in front of which
appeared to be silhouetted a human figure
indluging in a primitive wardance. In sub
sequent investigations, it was discovered that
the dancer was none other than Capt. Plumptre,
who while conducting a night exercise for the
N.C.O.'s Cadre, had fired a Verey Light, thus
igniting the bush. His excellent imitation of a
New Guinea headhunter on the track of a
wellfed missionary was produced as a result
of his efforts to get the fire under control by
beating it out with his hat. Both hat and
Captain Plumptre are now said to be doing well.
The C.O. has been on, and returned from, a
course in Singapore this month. During his time
there he managed to visit some of the units
taking part in the fighting in Malaya.
Captain Papworth, who also left to attend a
course in Singapore, was not as successful as
the C.O. He arrived in Singapore to find his
course cancelled, and returned to Hong Kong
without achieving much, if one excludes a trip
under civilian conditions in the Canton to
Singapore, and a return trip in the Carthage.
We received a welcome visit from the 2/10th
Gurkhas this month. They sent over a football
team and also an officers' squash team. We
beat their football team rather thoroughly,
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although we all hoped that the small and
gallant Gurkhas would manage to score just
one goal, and were disappointed when they
didn't do so. On the other hand, we received a
fairly severe trouncing from their squash team.
We are hoping to play return matches in the
near future.
The Officers of the battalion crossed into the
New Territories at the end of this month for a
day's T.E.W.T. run by Major Atkinson.
The general problem set was how to deal with
marauding badits. We had hoped to include in
these notes a photograph of Major Majendie,
after lunch, studying Problem 3 from a hori
zontal
position.
Unfortunately,
some
marauding bandit has made away with our
camera.
Lieut. Brown, R.A.M.C., who has gone with
the Inniskillings to Malaya, has been replaced
by Captain Milne, R.A.M.C., a terror to those
whose pastime is swinging the lead, but a
kindly man at heart.
We must now end these notes for this month,
as tomorrow
Well, anyhow, we wish all
Buffs, everywhere, as much luck as we wish
ourselves on the Brigadier's Administrative
Inspection tomorrow.
Sergeants' Mess
An Englishman always associates August with
holidays and fair weather, and though as these notes
are being written there is a Typhoon blowing up and
the possibility of leave is nil, looking back over the past
month it is apparent that there has been a definite
holiday feeling running throughout the Mess.
We started off the month in grand style with a very
successful social and dance, at which all members,
feeling very self conscious and looking rather like
choir boys, blossomed forth in their new and heavily
starched whites. This was followed a week later by
another dance, which though organised in rather a
hurry was equally successful.
The next morning some of our more sturdy members,
undeterred by dark looking clouds, set forth in a Harbour
Launch complete with all picnic necessities to visit
Silvermine Bay.
In spite of one or two showers during the outward
trip, we arrived in fine spirits, to find that the launch
could only get within twenty yards of the beach. We
were not to be defeated, however, and in a fleet of
Sampans set sail for the shore with Mrs. Turmaine
leading the assault. The landing was accomplished
with only one casualty, when the Mess Waiter, in his
excitement t© get ashore first, fell into the sea fully
clothed, much to the amusement of the local Chinese
who had gathered to meet the "invaders".
We returned to Camp tired but happy, having spent
a very pleasant day.
Continuing in our holiday mood we pushed off the
following week to visit the Garrison Mess, and finally
last week to our Detachment Mess now back at Murray
Barracks. We anticipate "playing at home" again in
the near future.

We have lost C/Sgts. Barker andr Horn during the
month on posting to Malaya. Their absence is felt by
quite a few of us here. All the very best of luck and
don't forget to drop us a line sometime.
The writer must now break away to consult his notes
and GRO 159/47 in readiness for the inevitable Married
Quarters Debate during Tiffin.
Battalion H.Q.
During most of the month Major Craig has been in
Command, the Commanding Officer attending an
Admin, course in Singapore. Lieut.Colonel Parry
returned during the last week on the Carthage, looking
extremely fit and certainly none the worse for his trips
to Johore, and other Malaya trouble areas. The H.Q.
has been working at high pressure all the month, with
an Admin. Inspection in the offing—Captain Gordon
Wilson being in tremendous form.
The Orderly Room has been brightened by the arrival
of the new Orderly Room Corporal, Demer, a bright
and breezy Canadian, who threatens, to everyone's
disgust, to get the Orderly Room in a working con
dition—in fact, so dire has his threat become, that you
can easily recognise the Orderly Room Staff solely by
their long faces. This has been added to by the de
parture of two more of the staff on a course, and a
posting, respectively.
Near the end of the month three members of the
Orderly Room went to Stonecutters. Although their
shooting wasn't too bad the main topic of conversation
on their return was the good quality of the food.
At the moment there is much "Flapping" going on
inside the four walls by the horrible news that an Admin.
Inspection is coming off in early September, and every
one is therefore rushing madly about, though mainly,
to straighten out some of the odd files and books, and
trying to find out something about their respective jobs !
At the beginning of the month the "I" Section was
deprived of the services of Lieut. A. H. E. Pirn who
went to the U.K. on a course. His place, however, was
ably filled by Lieut. P. J. Goss, who has been thoroughly
reorganising the "I" Section.
Cpl. Fletcher is hard at work with his pass system.
Pte. Piatt can be seen most days emerging happily from
amongst new files. The Section is now attending an
interesting course at Force H.Q. This has included a
complete day trip round the New Territories.
Another excursion during the month, this of a more
macabre nature, was the burial at sea, by "I" Section,
of a Japanese War Criminal. Highlight of the return
journey was the near "pranging" of a junk by Cpl.
Fletcher at the helm of the launch.
Pte. Piper has played a prominent part in Battalion
and Company Sport : both he and Lieut. Goss have
represented Stanley in recent soccer matches.

Q.M. DEPARTMENT
There have been several, newcomers in the Q.M.'s
Department during the past month, the foremost of
whom is R.Q.M.S. Howe, who has taken the place of the
late R.Q.M.S. Gates, and who has started a drastic
reorganisation of the office in a vain attempt to improve
the already high (sic) standard of efficiency.
Most of the staff now have their understudies, newly
arrived on the last draft, in preparation for the great
day when their release groups come up. (In the not too
distant future—they hope !) Meanwhile, all are hastily
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attempting to get their files in order and balance the
books (especially the Married Families Clerk !) in
preparation for the Admin. Inspection in early
September.
In the field of sport all has not gone so well—perhaps
it is the extra work (?)—for the one game of cricket
that we played against the rest of H.Q. Company was
lost and our two hockey matches were lost and drawn
respectively, despite some able work by our R.Q.M.S.
Though in this latter field it might seem that we are
improving—let's hope so.
M.T. SECTION
Here we are again bringing you the news from the
M.T. Section stationed at Hong Kong. We have
welcomed to our Section Sgt. Parks, Cpl. Marsh, L/Cpl.
Wright and Pte. Dery, who, so I understand, have just
finished a sunny holiday in the Middle East; but jokes
aside, I hope they have a pleasant stay and enjoy
themselves while withus.
L/Cpl. Wright has already made his mark in the
M.T. Platoon and has been nicknamed "Twinkle Toes"
as he was overheard to say that he was starting dancing
lessons for the M.T. He also has excelled in billiards,
snooker and table tennis in contest with Murray Barracks.
Whilst welcoming newcomers we say goodbye for a
while to Sgt. Diamond ("The Voice" of H.Q. Company),
who leaves to attend an M.T. Course. We shall also be
losing a few "timeex." Drivers, Ptes. Bridges and
Williams and C.F.N. Francis, our R.E.M.E. fitter.
At the time of writing, all the M.T. lads are working
overtime for the visit of the G.O.C. under exercise
"Tidy", whilst working late under powerful lights the
rest of the Battalion gaze with distaste.
One of the youngest members of the M.T., Pte. Hurst,
has now been taken under the wing of the Padre, and
has become his regular driver.
At short notice we had to find a small M.T. Section to
go to the New Territories with "B" Company and
H.Q. Company Mortars, and we find once again the
"Triplets" of the M.T., L/Cpl. Stoakes, Pte. Wicks and
Pte. Griffiths, are on the move. Rumours have reached
my ears at H.Q., which by good luck is miles away,
that there were a few shots fired at our boys ; if this is
so "Woodpecker" Gould had better keep his nose out
of the way or we will have to alter his nickname to
"Sparrow".
Our office boy, Cpl. Jack, has had a week'd rest from
all the "A" forms, which was taken on Stonecutters
Island, so instead of tapping at a typewriter he tapped
bullets up his peashooter, and on his return looked as
if he must have enjoyed himself burrowing in the mud.

PIONEERS

We regret to say that we have lost our signwriter,
"Chalky" White, who has gone back to "Blighty"
because of ill health. In his place we have got Bob
Booth to carry on the good work.
We have also had an addition to the platoon in L/Cpl.
McCall, a good carpenter who has just joined us from
Palestine.
Another addition is the new plumber, "Mole" Morris.
So far he has been soldering capbadges—he does them
quite well.
There is a scare on at the moment as four have to do
a trade test; our friend "Lofty" Holden is already
worried !
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Three of our fellows are in the Battalion Boxing
team. L/Cpl. Edwards is ^till keeping the platoon well
on its feet.
SIGNAL PLATOON

The month of August started with a blaze of glory
for Pronto's boys. Our young hands departed for Lye
Mun to take their classification ; their faces on de
parture were far from happy, but on return there was a
great change, and although there was little bragging
one could see that they had all passed. They were given
little time for jubilation, however, for they were soon
replacing our older, but nevertheless unclassified men
on their routine duties.
There can be seen an air of the Princess and the Beggar
around the Signal Office. The Aristocrats are now of the
people and vicev ersa, but as the old saying goes, he who
laughs last, laughs best.
The place is less atomic these days, as our small but
mighty Sejgeant Ray Wright departed for Blighty on a
course. Our football, hockey and cricket teams have
been putting up a very good show in all the events,
but we miss our Bradman, Lawton, Fraser Wright quite
a bit. We wish him the very best of luck on his course,
and look forward to his prompt return.
The last boat added another member to our depleted
strength, and we are very pleased to welcome Pte.
Joyce into our folds. He has great talent in the wireless
line, and can already be seen pottering around the
Company's Welfare wireless sets.
SPORTS
CRICKET.—We have played three games during the

last month, all against optimistic challengers. The
adjective describing the challengers is enough to derive
the outcome of these games.
Good shows by our R.S.O., Captain Morgan, and
Messrs. Short, Brown, Tuohy and Leslie (Leonard
Hutton) Staples were responsible largely for these
favourable results.
FOOTBALL.—Three matches played—three won ;
again naturally the Signals Platoon. Have another go,
Mortars—remember Bruce and the Spider.
HOCKEY.—It seems that our predominance in this
sport is being challenged. The Rest of H.Q. Company
managed to draw the other day. We are not offering
excuses, but remember to look at next month's results.
GENERAL.—We would like to congratulate Messrs.
Short, Dickenson and Brown for their selection to
represent the Army in the Football Season commencing
next week. Good luck, chaps.
In conclusion, I would like to wish all our departed
members who are lucky enough to obtain a copy of The
Dragon the very best of luck in their civilian occupation,
or their new army occupation.
MORTAR PLATOON

At last our great change from the usual E.M.D. has
come upon us. Yes, we are doing the new job of using
live bombs, as we are attached to "B" Company for a
month at Lo Wu camp, which is the field firing range
and training ground. It lies about a mile from the
New Territory boundary. Recently we had two of our
mortars out for a shoot and everyone put up a good
show seeing it was the first time some of them have
fired. We hope to have another shoot early in September,
before we return to Stanley, where there waits for us a
complete new set of mortars with the latest sights.
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Sgt. (3bomb) Elles is a newcomer to the Platoon
(who's just broken away from the Middlesex Regiment
out of Palestine). On returning to Stanley he intends
to give us a thorough training on the uptodate mortar
drill, etc. Here's hoping we enjoy it.
Regarding sport, swimming hasbeen our main topic
up to date at Lo Wu. We put up a good show with
"B" Company, and many cigarettes were to be had on
a Wednesday night, thanks to "B" Company O.C.
Pte. Jarrett gave us most points and Sgt. Tucker made a
gallant effort for us in the plunge—he came third (gave
way to old age)—and our allin champ., Pte. (Bandsman)
Godfrey did one of his outstanding dives in an effort to
get a tin of fruit lying at the bottom of the bath.
Unlucky for him Pte. (Johnny) Hall beat him to it.

"A" Company
Once again we begin our notes on the wings of a
storm—we celebrate the end of our first month with a
typhoon. This one is named Gertrude by the local
Weather Bureau, and has, as all typhoons, flooded the
Barrack Rooms, broken the windows, and made most of
us uncomfortable. We hope it's the last of the season.
From news of. the weather to news of the Company.
Having kitted up the Lancashire Draft, filled in all the
documents, and said, "Godbye" to the specialists,
we proceeded to organise ourselves as "A" Company.
Captain P. M. J. Harrison continues to' command the
Company, with Captain W. R. L. Herries as Secondin
Command. The Platoon Commanders are 2/Lieut.
Gray, 2/Lieut. Mills and Sgt. Elson, the Platoon
Sergeants being, Sgt. Watson, Sgt. Killick and Cpl.
Watson. Company H.Q. personnel remain unchanged,
except for the departure of L/Cpl. Nash to H.Q. Land
Forces as a policeman. After a fortnight's brushing up
on drill and weapon training, 40 men from the Company
went to Stonecutter's Island for rifle classification.
There, under canvas, the lucky 40 received a final
brush up, under Royal Marine instructors, but were
unable to classify, as the last day was extremely wet,
and the targets, unusable. Just our luck, but a good
time was had by all, living on Naval rations (lovely
grub) with tropical routine and the sea a few yards
away from the tents.
Fortunately we were allotted the range a week after
leaving the Island and were able to classify those who
had been over earlier. Unfortunately the results were
disappointing, and not up to the standard of the
Instructional Shoot.
We are changing over with "C" Company at Murray.
Barracks in Hong Kong City in the middle of September.
While there we will be finding ceremonial guards for
Government House and Flagstaff House (residence of
the G.O.C.) as well as preparing for further range work
in October.
"B" Company
During the last month the Company was stationed
in Stanley Barracks with H.Q. Company and later
"A" Company, when it was reformed from a new draft.
The Company moved there from Lye Mun Barracks at
the end of July. It was planned by the Company
Commander, Major Harris St. John, that each platoon
should go to Lamma Island (about three miles by sea
from Hong Kong Island) to do platoon training. No. 4
Platoon made up with some of No. 6 Platoon men
proceeded there in a flatbottomed personnel craft.
Their rations were to be sent over by launch daily.
However, a typhoon did a near miss of Hong Kong

and cut off the Platoon for two days. It was then
decided to bring them back and go to another place.
In last month's notes No. 4 Platoon gave an account
of its experiences.
Whilst looking for a suitable place in the_ New
Territories of Hong Kong, the Company Commander
decided it would be easier to take the whole Company
there and all platoons do their training together and
then end with Company training. This was agreed by
the C.O. and the Company moved out to Lo Wu Camp
about half mile from the border with China on 18th
August, where these notes are now being written.
The Company was to have moved from Stanley to
Lo Wu with its baggage and tentage in 16 3ton lorries,
but some financial wizard worked out that it would cost
too much and that a saving could be made by sending
most of the Company by train.
The railway runs from Kowloon to Cajiton in China
and is one track' all the way. The Company was the
first British troops to travel as a body on this train
since Hong Kong was retaken from the Japanese.
No. 4 PLATOON
Cast your mind back to a few weeks ago when one
officer, two sergeants, three corporals, four lance
corporals and thirtyone O.Rs. gallantly attempted to
get "settled in", "dug in" or what have you, with one
eye on the immediate proceedings and the other on the
horizon, on the alert for the impending typhoon.
We came "home" five days later dirty, wet, bedraggled,
hungry and rather windswept.
Congratulations,
I think,, should go to Pte. "Spud" Murphy, A.C.C., for
a splendid effort in getting the meals prepared.
We hardly had our clothes dry when the whole of
"B" Company were summoned to Lo Wu for a month
where we are now and a little more successfully although
one night an allnight patrol was nearly washed out of
their socks. Sgt. Dallen turned diver and went under
5 ft. of water fishing for tea containers, map cases and
last but not least Mr. Froy's new pipe.
Congratulations to L/Cpl. Foreman, No. 5 Platoon,
and L/Cpl. Scott, No. 4 Platoon, who came first and
third respectively on the recent cadre, also to L/Cpl.
John, No. 4 Platoon, top of the Command P.T. Course.
No. 5 PLATOON
First of all we must announce once again the change
of command of our Platoon. Captain Plumptre has
left us for a post with the Chinese Cadre and his place
has been filled most ably by Lieut. Pappin. The Platoon
has progressed most admirably under his guidance.
While No. 4 Platoon and part of No. 6 Platoon were
at Lamma Island we found all the guards and fatigues
and this left very few for any training. However, the
Company is now at Lo Wn Camp. Our primary purpose
is to work up a good standard in field training by platoons
and finally as a Company. We have just completed our
platoon training and it is generally agreed by the powers
that be that we are the tops. Our marching back at
the slope after a hard day's work has impressed many.
No. 6 PLATOON
The first week in August we were doing intensive
weapon training to enable the last draft to fire for their
second star at Stonecutters Island range. Some new
faces were seen on parade looking very white, i.e. the
storeman, pay, clerk and Company Office staff. BUT !
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owing to a change of plans the Company is going to the
New Territories for a few schemes—just for a change.
The Platoon worked very well on arrival in camp,
pitching tents and doing other needy jobs.
We would like to welcome our new officer, Lieut.
Chapman, who has joined us from the Middle East.
"C" Company
The Company started the month by leaving Lye Mun
with its passing ships and familiar landmarks and
moving to Murray Barracks. We spent the first few
days getting the barracks shipshape, waking each
morning to the music of rattling trams and hooting
taxis.
On August 5th we welcomed Captain Collins, ex
Middlesex Regiment, to the Company, and were sorry
to lose Sgt. Perry, who left No. 7 Platoon and went to
Stanley as Sergeants' Mess Caterer. We had only just
settled down in Hong Kong when the Company' once
again had another change of scenery when we crossed
the water to Stonecutters Island in order to fire our
annual range course.
At this stage we lost Lieut. Harwood permanently
when he went home on demob. We wish him the best
of luck in civilian life. Captain Papworth was lost to
us temporarily when he sailed to Singapore.
We made full use of the Royal Marines' games field
and had some good cricket matches against various
naval units. Pte. Clarke played well when he made
29 against the Midshipmen.
In addition to firing, some of the Company managed
to fit in House Clearing, P.E. Tests, Grenade Throwing
and instruction on the P.I.A.T.
We returned to Murray Barracks on the 21st to find
that it was our turn again to find guards for Government
and Flagstaff Houses. Cpl. Adams and L/Cpl. Yates
returned from their Cadre Course at the right moment.
We were pleased to see C.S.M. Callaway with us again,
after a short spell in hospital, as Detachment Sergeant
Major; while C.S.M. Holdsworth was welcome as
Company SergeantMajor. The Company Novices
boxing team has been putting in some training and
looking forward to September 8th.
Correspondence—continued from p. 213.
The Royal Leicestershire Regiment
Old Comrades' Association,
Glen Parva Barracks,
South Wigston,
Nr. Leicester.
8th September, 1948.

Dear Editor,
I was sorry to read in the August issue of The Dragon
of the death of Harry Fine. He served in our Regiment
during the late war, and was highly popular.
Yours sincerely,
A. C. CAVE.

The Chestnuts Flat,
38 Forrest Ridge,
Keston Park,
Keston, Kent.

Dear Sir,
As I am a member of the Past and Present of The Buffs
I wonder if you can put me in touch with the London
Branch of the same. And I would like to know if there
(<concluded on page v)
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Beneath Bell Harry
VY7 E closed last
month's notes
with a mere mention
of the departure of
the 1st Battalion Am
algamating Cadre. On
19th August this small
and, to the uniniti
ated, seemingly unim
portant party, left us
for Southampton to
embark in H.M.T.
Dilwara on August
19th. The party con
sisted
of
Captain
ffrenchBlake; Barrett
and Gatehouse, and 12 other ranks, and they
took with them the Colours of the 1st Battalion
and an Order of the Day from the Colonel of
the Regiment. Before very long we shall be
hearing that the final act of amalgamation has
taken place in Hong Kong, but in the meantime
we wish Godspeed to these last and only
representatives of our old 1st Battalion.
The Depot has settled down again into its
normal routine, but life has not been dull, and
the first signs of our most important function—
T.A. assistance—are beginning to show them
selves. We have moved out of the West barrack
block into the East block, to make the more
suitable office accommodation of the former
available to the 4th Battalion, who are shortly
to move up from St. Peter's Lane. In addition,
A.T.S. personnel (T.A.) will be coming to us
for their weekly drills.
The visit of the Australian cricketers to
Canterbury gave a good excuse for a small
cocktail party in the Mess on Sunday, 22nd
August. Messrs. K. Miller, W. Johnston, C.
McCool and R. Hamence turned up, and
Brigadier Boucher, Major Fox, Lieut.Colonels
Reid and Oliver, and Mrs. Oliver were among
those who helped us to entertain them.
We welcome Captain Blaxland, who has
arrived as successor to Captain Bossom and
taken over Depot Captain. A few days after his
arrival the inevitable happened and his other
half arrived—in the shape of "Flighty Thought"
—a handsome chestnut steeplechaser aged ten
years. He is now stabled in the farm adjoining
the married quarters, and we hope that after
his training and in course of time we shall be
able to make some reliable forecasts about him.
Visitors this month have, of course, been
fewer than in August, but have been none the
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less welcome. We were very glad to put up
Brigadier and John Foster Hall for two nights,
and to see Lieuts. StratfordTuke and Pirn—
home on courses from Hong Kong, and Major
Jelf, home from Eritrea.
Once again we say to all Buffs, past and
present, a bed and a welcome awaits you here,
and for those tho want exercise, squash, golU
and if you come soon, some partridge shooting.
The necessary adjuncts are provided.
Notice
Officers of the Depot are always glad to see past
and present officers of the Regiment in their Mess and
can provide accommodation on a limited scale for those
passing through. To meet the present rates of living,
however, they are compelled to charge officers who
are not on the ration strength of the Depot as follows :—

who is to succeed Major Burt, has been down to
visit us, but the date of the take over is not
yet settled as his successor has not yet arrived
at 164 O.C.T.U. .
We were most pleased to receive recently
from an anonymous donor the regimental flag
of the 2/4th Buffs, together with copies of the
wartime (191418) Dragon. The latter are
most interesting, and we note with delight the
photographs of many revered officers of the
Regiment in the dashing days of their youth.
We much regret that there is no picture of our
noble Editor, but we have received a full and
satisfactory explanation of this distressing
omission. We take this opportunity of thanking
the donor and hope that he will reveal his
identity so that we may thank him in person.

MESSING

Breakfast, 2/.
Lunch, 3/ (reduced to 2/6 if resident).
Dinner, 3/ (reduced to 2/6 if resident).
OVERHEAD EXPENSES

Officers staying in the Mess, 3/6 per night, 19/ per
week.
Nonresidents, 10% of wines bills.

4th Battalion
our last Dragon
SINCE
notes very little has hap

pened and we have been
able to sit back and relax
after our heavy August
commitments. However, the
lull appears only momentary
for we have in front of us
the Annual Inspection, a
number of Divisional Exer
cises and ' the Autumn
Recruiting Campaign. The
latter is being inspired by
the War Office and it is
hoped to raise the T.A. to
A?a/
one hundred and fifty
thousand strong. For our part, we appeal to
exserving members of the Regiment to come
forward and rejoin; especially exWarrant
Officers and N.C.O.s, who are urgently needed.
We welcome to the battalion Captain Lee
Roberts, Lieut. Fynmore and 2/Lieut. Lewis.
LeeRoberts and Lewis are both resident in
Faversham and will assist Major Proctor in
"B" Company, and Fynmore has been posted
to "D" Company (Folkestone). Unfortunately,
we have lost Gore, who has transferred to the
T.A.R.O., but we hope to see him from time to
time. He has recently taken over a second farm
which takes up all his spare time. Capt. Watts,

H.Q. Company
With Canterbury Cricket Week over we settle down
to work. The weather held good until the end of the
week but on Saturday we had quite a gale and plenty
of rain.
On Sunday there was to have been a parade at the
New Infantry Barracks, with a Guard of Honour and
the 4th Battalion Colour on parade, to receive the
Freedom of the City but owing to the weather the Guard
of Honour had to be reduced in numbers and the
ceremony was held in the Gym., which was a great
disappointment as this meant the Colour could not be
taken on parade.
We say goodbye to Major (Tom) Burt, who soon
leaves us for Civvy Street. We wish him all the very
best of luck and hope he will soon settle down. Yes,
we know it will take a bit of doing after 38 years in the
Army.
We welcome to the Battalion Captain Watts, who
has stepped into the shoes of our Q.M. We wonder if
his stay will be as long, but however long he stays we
hope he enjoys it with the 4th Battalion.
"A" Company
This month seems to have been one of relaxation
from very arduous military duties. It started with
Cricket Week, the most pleasant and sporting event
of the year in our part of England, and continued with
a certain amount of leave for the Permanent Staff, and
consequent shutting down on Drill Nights for the
"volunteer element" until the 16th, after which we
assembled again to find everyone in a better humour
than ever. Even the canteen has begun to show a
profit. We also assembled to find the Drill Hall floor in
a state of upheaval, with the contractors pledged to
make it fit for dancing by the time the autumn
recruiting drive comes off.
We are pleased "to welcome another recruit in the
form of Pte. Crowdy, whose experience as N.C.O.
wireless operator in the Life Guards will prove valuable
when we tackle the 38 set next month. We hope he
won't look round for his tank when we get out on field
training.
We understand that we shall soon be parting company
with our Coastal Gunner friends who have shared the
Ramsgate Drill Hall with us for upward of a year.
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We are sorry to lose them as good neighbours, but we
shall have more room to stretch ourselves when they
are installed in their new home. Doubtless we shall
still see them in an occasional shooting match.
Lieut. Frank Neville has departed this week on an
Admin. Course, and we hope he finds the surroundings
conducive to clear thinking. These lawyer folk need a
break sometimes, so they say.
We look forward to a foursided shooting match at
Margate in a day or two when the Police, the Margate
Rifle Club, H.M.S. Bleasdale and ourselves will be
seeking to do one another down.

"B" Company
As far as recruiting is concerned the month of August
has been quite a good one for "B" Company. We have
had three applications for enlistment, one from T. F.
Fanning who was "A" Company Clerk in the 1st
Battalion.
We congratulate Cpl. Joyce, whose wife presented
him with a bonny bouncing daughter on July 30th.
Well.done, that man (?).
Lieut. A. G. Eames has just completed a revision
course on the 3in. mortar at the Heavy Weapons
Wing of the School of Infantry, Warminster.
Major G. A. H. Proctor is going to theTactical School
for a fortnight's course commencing 12th September.
We welcome two new officers to "B" Company,
Captain H. P. LeeRoberts and 2/Lieut. W. G. G.
Lewis, both from Faversham.

"D" Company
The Company has started regular training again,
after the brief period spent in Camp, and tactical
problems have been entered upon as a regular feature
of our programme.
On the Social side, we have not yet started our dances
again, as experience shows that it is better to wait for
the darker evenings, when people have no opportunity
for outdoor entertainment.
Recruiting has looked up again, and we are very
fortunate in being able to welcome an attached member
to our number, Mr. Faulkner of the A.C.C., and also*
Mr. Goldup, who was formerly in the R.A.M.C.
It is hoped that some old acquaintances will be
recognised by readers, who will see for themselves that
they too could be "At Home" back in "D" Company.
We welcome Lieut. P. J. Fynmore to the Company
and hope that his stay with us will be a happy one.

"S" Company
The past month has proved a very quiet one for this
Company ; most members are so busy getting "the
harvest in that they find it very difficult to put in
appearance on training parades.
We must congratulate Sgt. DenverFedder, D.S.M.,
on his wellearned promotion and trust he will "wet
his stripes" in the timehonoured manner at the very
earliest opportunity.
Pte. Fedder we are pleased to say is now up and
about again after his accident ; he is able to attend
training (light duties only) and in a week or two should
be fully recovered.

Company H.Q. at present is an extremely busy place
as all four of us (including the P.S.I., excluding his
hound) are struggling to smarten up our three carriers
and all the weapons in readiness for the forthcoming
R.E.M.E. inspection. Quite a task when a quarter of
the personnel are "light duties" dusting only !
Correspondence—continued from page 217.
is any* reunion of the 5th Battalion. Also, if there is
any member who wishes to write a few lines. If so,
I would like to answer and to have a talk over the old
days. I lost the addresses of most of the fellows but
they live around Dover, Canterbury and Strood.
One cannot forget old comrades, no matter how old
one gets, in fact we are not old comrades but just brothers
of one family.
Yours truly,
R. HUGHES,
6287655 Corporal,
ex-5th Battalion, The Buffs, M.T. Section.
[We hope the above may catch the eye of some of
exCpl. Hughes' friends and that they will write to
him.—Ed.~\

The Buffs Golfing Society at
Littlestone
HTHE Autumn Meet ng of
* The Buffs Golfing  Society
was held at* Littlestone on
September 18th and 19th ;
several members arrived in
time for a preliminary canter
round the course on the 17th.
Thirty playing members were
present, a most significant
and encouraging increase on
the numbers that came to the
two previous postwar meet
ings at Canterbury, and
optimism in the future of the
B.G.S. is now amply justified.
The Colonel of the Regiment spent the weekend
with us, but unfortunately was not able to play :
it is hoped that he will bring his clubs with him
next time.
..
The meeting was an unqualified success in every way ;
new friends were made, old friendships renewed, the
weather was kind, and Littlestone is an excellent course
for a meeting— true test of golf for the experts but not
too stiff for those of larger handicap, flat but never
dull. The thanks of the Society are due to the members
of the Club for their courtesy in allowing us the use of
the course and to the Secretary and his staff for the
admirable arrangements that were made for our con
venience. This is perhaps the place, also, to record our
gratitude to the management of the Dormy House,
who made us so comfortable and fed us so well.
The results of the various competitions are shewn
elsewhere. It was good to see some events being won
by newcomers. Montgomery is to be congratulated on
retaining the Paget Gup with two admirably steady
rounds of 75 and 72, and Reeves, in winning the Lynden
Bell Trophy, shewed us that there's life in the old dog
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yet. 2/Lieut. Gillum, who has recently been gazetted
to the Regiment from the R.M.A., Sandhurst, shewed
considerable promise and will be an asset to the Regi
mental team in the future, when he returns from foreign
climes.
The Annual Dinner, followed by the General Meeting,
took place at the Dormy House on Saturday evening.
After the business of the Society and election of office
bearers had been disposed of satisfactorily and concisely,
we were able to settle down to the main item on the
Agenda, i.e. the selling sweepstake for the winner of
the second round of the Paget Cup. It was a great pity
that those, who think that this Nation has now become
a nation of pessimists, were not present ; the optimism
shewn by all bidders was startling and, in some cases,
phenomenal. Possibly this was due to the excellence of
the dinner and of those things that go before and with
a good dinner. It was only just that the auctioneer
should have been one of the two who tied for the winning
score on Sunday morning.
After the business of the Sweepstake had been con
cluded, the meeting dissolved into various discussion
groups, as the modern idiom has it ; one such group
was still in existence at 2 a.m. and the subject of dis
cussion was far removed from golf. Two members,
who had intended to drive home late in the evening, in
their wisdom elected to remain and to sleep where they
had dined. Their wisdom, in the event, was justified
as one member, who did drive back to Canterbury late

on Saturday night, remarked on Sunday morning that
he had found it very foggy ; a sympathetic audience
refrained from enquiring as to what specific type of fog .
he was referring.
The debt that the Society owes to Captain Baird was
most fittingly expressed, after the dinner, by Reeves.
The only touch of sadness, which we all felt during this
happy weekend, was caused by the fact that Harry
Baird was not able to be present at a reunion, which
he had done so much to bring about and which he would
have enjoyed so greatly. It was the most earnest wish
of us all that he will be there next year.
Finally, a most sincere vote of thanks is due to
Colonel John Crookenden, who has combined the duties
of Captain and Hon. Secretary so happily, and to whose
energy and resourcefulness the success of the Meeting
was so largely due. Though he has now shed the duties
of Captain on to less worthy shoulders, it is an excellent
augury for the future of the Society that he has con
sented to remain its Hon. Secretary ; no one is better
fitted to wear the mantle, which Harry Baird wore so
long and so happily.
MEMBERSHIP

Here are the names of two new members who have
come along with us during the past month :—
Lieuts. J. R. Gillum and C. M. Hamilton.

FORM OF LEGACY
(to be included in a will, or as a codicil thereto).
1 BEQUEATH to the Colonel for the time being of The Buffs, the sum
of

£

:

:

free from legacy duty, in aid of the general object

of the Central Fund (Colonel of The Buffs), for which legacy the Receipt of
such Colonel shall be a sufficient discharge to my Executors.

Signature.

/I

How to get "The Dragon"

Telephone 2107

pOR those wishing to receive the Paper direct through
the post each month, the rates of subscriptions are :
1 year, 8/, 6 months, 4/. 3 months, 2/.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor Depot The Buffs,
Canterbury.

GIBBS and SONS
GENERAL

We have seen the change from large families
and large joints,
To small families and smaller joints,
To rationing and even smaller joints.
We make it our constant endeavour to help
you through the week,
And guarantee your Sunday joint, large or
small.

*
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POSTERS
PROGRAMMES
SPORTS FIXTURE CARDS
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:: FAMILY BUTCHER ::

F. R. BEANEY
(EXBUFF)

22a MILITARY ROAD,
CANTERBURY

PRINTERS

ALL GLASSES OF
MILITARY
PRINTING
EXECUTED AT SHORT
NOTICE

25 YEARS OF CATERING FOR
CANTERBURY AND GARRISON

Sausage
Our well
Established
Speciality

Established 1818

PRINTERS

OF
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ESTIMATES

Really

JOURNAL

GIVEN

Extensive

16 Orange Street, Canterbury

Refrigeration

Telephone 2837
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By Appointment

Wine Merchants

J. H. & J. BROOKE, Ltd.
Wine Merchants

To His Majesty the King
Established 1799

LONDON
27 CLEMENTS LANE, E.C.4
Telephone : MANsion House, 5301 (3 lines)

FOLKESTONE
134 SANDGATE ROAD
Telephone : Folkestone 3123 (2 lines)

HYTHE

78 HIGH STREET
Telephone: Hythe 6301
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CONWAY WILLIAMS
THE MAYFAIR TAILOR

48 BROOK ST., MAYFAIR, LONDON, W.l
(Opposite Claridge's Hotel)
AND

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY
Morning and Evening Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions

Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits

All Cloths cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand
in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors
REGIMENTAL

TAILORS

TO THE

BUFFS

Telephones:
Mayfair 0945—Camberley 498

A.J.WHITE™L D
A. J. WHITE

Mrs. WHITE

CAP MAKERS
TO THE
REGIMENT

REGIMENTAL
CLUB & SCHOOL
COLOUR
SPECIALIST

SOLE SUPPLIERS
OF THE
FLEXOLYTE
FIELD SERVICE
CAP

FANCY TIES,
SCARVES,
ETC.

OF

LADIES' & GENT'S HEADWEAR
Established over 80 years

BURLINGTON GARDENS, W.l
Telephone :

Telegrams:
"Militaila Wesdo, London"

TROPHIES

DESIGNED & MADE BY CRAFTSMEN
For threequarters of a century the name
F. PHILLIPS has been synonymous with
Trophies representing artistic perfection as well
as sound economy. Cups, Shields, Medals, etc.,
are supplied from stock, or to special design.
Quotations gladly submitted.

F. PHILLIPS,
(F. PHILLIPS

and R.

A. GARRAH)^=^

Wellington Street, Aldershot

MAKERS OF EVERY KIND

8

REGIMENT

REGENT

0582

iii

MAJOR
PRIVATE
KENTISH
GROCERS

VYE&SON
Throughout the Court ty
Telephone 2785

ii

P h o t o g r a p h s yy

FRANK J. SANGERS
(EX

BUFFS)

CA N T E R B UR Y

Jfamilg jfotdier

Phone 3637

LICENSED DEALER IN GAME

DEVELOPING
Artists

AND

PRINTING

You can rely upon the
PRIVATE
TRADER
for Value, Courtesy and Service

Materials

PICTURE FRAMING

114 NORTHGATE St., CANTERBURY

CIVIL & MILITARY TAILORS

QUALITY

NOTE PAPER
CHOICE of
Designs and
Colour
Tel. 2139

Stamped with

COMPLETE OUTFITTERS
TELEPHONE

2566

YOUR ADDRESS

GOULDENS
CANTERBURY

WARRENS
14/16 SUN

CLOTHES WHICH BEAR THE
AUTHORITATIVE STAMP OF
QUALITY IN EVERY DETAIL
CUT & MADE ON THE PREMISES

(CANTERBURY)

LTD.

STREET CANTERBURY
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THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment).
The Dragon. In each of the four corners the United Red and White Rose ensigned with the Imperial Crown.
Agents—Loyds Bank, Ltd., Cox's & King's Branch.

Regimental Journal—"The Dragon", Canterbury.

Regimental Association—The Past and Present Association, The Buffs, Canterbury.
Allied Regiment of The Canadian Army.
The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada.
Colonel-in-Chief
Colonel
...

...
...

23/12/47
4/6/43

His Majesty Frederik IX, King of Denmark
MajorGeneral Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C., ret. pay, p.s.c.

Officer Commanding, Depot The Buffs, Canterbury—Major E L C. Edlmann, M.C.
Regular and Militia Battalions.
Uniform—Scarlet. Facings—Buff.
1st Battalion (3rd Foot)- Hong Kong.

3rd Battalion (East Kent Militia)—Canterbury.

Territorial Army Battalions.
4th Battalion (Canterbury). Hon. Colonel
5th Battalion (In abeyance). Hon. Colonei

...
...

Unit or Appointment
LIEUTENANTCOLONELS.
T/Brig., Staff, Overseas.
§Rice, N. D
T/Col.
Nicholson, T G., C.B.E.
Dewar, M. P. D., M.B.E.
Joint Services Staff College.
MAJORS.
Rose, A. J. D., O.B.E.
King, J. E., D.S.O
Knocker, H. S.
Coates, D. C.
Airy, E. A
Bruce, E. P. C., M.C.
LyndenBell, P. T. G.
Parry, F. W. B
Spear, T. H., O.B.E.
Parry, R. F., M.C
Oliver, G. E F., D.S.O.
...
Williams, H. P
Connolly, J. F., D.S.O.
Craig, B. H
Tuff, C. R
Jelf, A. G
Craddoek, R. W., D.S.O.,
MB.E
Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E.
Grace, H. R
Scott, E. S., M.B.E.
Harris St. John, B. J.
Lewis, P. J. ...
Bailey N. T.
Edlmann, E. L C., M.C. ...
Edmeades, R. W. ...
Rawlings, A. C.
Horley, B. M.

T/Col., G.H.Q., M.E.L.F*
T/Lt.Col., Staff, U.K.
T/Lt.Col., H.Q. Malaya Command.
lending retirement.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, U.K.
52nd Gn. R.P.C.
H.Q., Malaya Command.
T/Lt.Col., 1st Bn.
T/Lt.Col., H.Q. Gibraltar.
T/Lt.Col., War Office.
T/Lt.Col., 4th Bn.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, B.A.O.R.
T/Lt.Col., M.E.L.F.
1st Bn.
T/Lt.Col., War Office.
Leave U.K.
T/Lt.Col., War Office.
1st Bn.
Staff, B.A.O.R.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas.
1st Bn.
H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
1st Bn.
Depot.
Mil. Mission Greece.
A.P.M., Mombasa.
War Office.
CAPTAINS.

Ravenhill, R. A. C. ...
Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E.
Dendy, R. H.
Lucas, J. P
Norris, N. F. H. C. ...
Majendie, A. E.
Blaxland, W. G.
Gay, A. W
Bossom, C. ...
Montgomery, D.
Lindley, P. A. N. ...
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.

T/Maj., Staff, U.K.
1st Bn.
T/Maj., Staff, Overseas.
H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
T/Maj., Staff, Overseas.
T/Maj., Leave, U.K.
Depot.
K.A.R. Mauritius.
Pending retirement.
T/Maj., Staff, U.K.
Staff, Overseas.
1st Bn.

§ Supernumerary.

Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D.
Col. E. B. Burns, T.D., D.L.

1/8/46
5/12/45

Name

Unit- or Appointment
CAPTAINS—continued.
Poulsen, N. D.
... Language Course, China
Cox, E G., M.C
... 4th Bn.
Collins, H. A.
... T/Maj, Staff, U.K.
Critchley, L P
... H.C. Bde., T Bn.
McGrath, B., M.C
... T/Maj., Student,Staff College, Camberley.
Critchton R. F
... T/Maj., Student,Staff College, Camberlev.
May, J. F
... Ministry of Supply.
Worts, J. B., M.C
... T/Maj., D.A.A. & Q.M.G., Mombasa
SubArea.
Semmence, R. G. H.
... T/Maj., Tochi Scouts, Miranshah,
Pakistan.
Court, D. N
... H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
Hadshar G. ...
War Office.
ffrencli Blake, M. A. O'B. ... 1st Bn.
Iliffe, R. O
H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
GordonWilson, N. F., M.B.E. 1st Bn.
Nash, J. P
T/Maj., Staff, Overseas.

Dent, J. E
Dubois, G. E.
Peckham, A. D
Johnson, T. S.
Squire, S. J....
Thorneycroft, F. E..
Wilson, P. F.
Hamilton, C. M.
Willows, D. A.
Gatehouse, H. R.
Brigstocke W. F.
Philips, LM.
Howe, L. G. ...
Griffin, C. J
Hurst, A. J. B
Webber, J i W.
Pirn, A. H. E.
StratfordTuke R. A.

LIEUTENANTS
... 1st Bn.
... T/Capt, 2/1 Gurkha Rifles, Abbottabad.
... T/Capt, B.M.M., Greece.
... T/Capt., Indian Military Academy,
Dehra Dun
... Leave, UK.
... T/Maj., H.Q. Malaya Command.
1st Bn., Leave.
... Staff Overseas.
... H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
... Staff, Overseas.
... T/Capt., Staff,H.Q. Malaya Command.
... H.C., Bde., T. Bn.
... A.F. Depot, Aldershot.
... 1st Bn.
... 1st Bn.
... Malaya.
... Basic O.C.T.U., U.K.
... H.C. Bde. T. Bn.
... Intelligence School, Murree, India.
... H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
... 1st Bn. Course, U.K.
... 1st Bn. Course, U.K.

Gillum, J. R.

2ND LIEUTENANTS.
... H.C. Bde., T. Bn.

Martin, H. J., M.B.E.
Ricketts, G. A.
Williams, L J.
Watts, E. H. F.

QUARTERMASTERS.
... Maj. (Q.M.).
... Maj. (Q.M.), Depot.
... T/Maj. (Q.M.), 1st Bn.
... Capt. (Q.M.), 4th Bn.

Barrett, D. P. R. ...
McDonald, E W. ..
Marshall, F. ...
Harley, D. B.

4th Battalion
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O.
MAJORS.
Hews, G. R. D., M.C.
Proctor, G. A. H., M.C.
Taylor, N. G. H.
Hamerton, J. R. (R.A.M.C.), Medical Officer.
Cox, E. G., M.C. (Adjt).
Tilleard, J.
LeeRoberts, H. P.
Gurney, A. H.
Butcher, D. A. T.

CAPTAINS.

LIEUTENANTS.
Neville, F. G.. M.C.
Price, W. J. J.
Hopton, I. J.
Parslow, L J
Hannah, W. H.
Eames, A. G.
French, B. G. J.
Balding, C. E. E.
2ND LIEUTENANT.
Lewis, W. W. G.
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Personalia
VY7E congratulate Lieut.Colonel M. P. D.
Dewar on his promotion to the substantive
rank of LieutenantColonel.
During the month Captain K. P. G. Harbord
has retired. We wish him the best of luck for
the future, and a pleasant time in Eire where
he is now living.
Mr. A. J. Scragg, exR.Q.M.S., the Depot,
191014, later Captain and Q.M., Machine Gun
Corps, informs us of the death of his younger
brother, Fred Scragg, No. 4856, exLance^
Corporal (Drummer), 2nd Battalion, and later
R.Q.M.S., Officers' Southern School, to 1918.
We regret to record the death of exSergeant
V. R. Smith, D.C.M., on 3rd May, 1948, aged
57 years. He served with the 2nd Battalion
prior to and during the 191418 War.
2/Lieut. K. B. Andersen has relinquished his
commission.
"Pluto", a dog well known to the officers
and "B" Company at Canterbury during the
war, has been gaining notoriety in the Press
by his exploits at an amateur dog show at
Bristol. He did not win fame by his good looks,
though he bears his seven years handsomely,
but by his powers of endurance in the "Longest
Beg" Competition, in which he easily defeated
four other dogs. His time was ten seconds,
but we seem to remember that he has put up,
in the past, much better performances than
that, dependant upon the succulence of the
reward.

S. J. F. Maiden has taken a furnished house
for the next six months at Rolvenden, near
the Church. He moves in on November 1st.
His landlord will be Colonel Barham, whose
son, Wilfred, was a friend of his in the 1st
Battalion in 1915.
It is of interest to record that there are now
sixteen officers of the other regiments in the
Home Counties Brigade Group serving with
the 1st Battalion.
Brigadier and Mrs. Boucher and Major
Tomlinson, at different times, have recently
visited MajorGeneral and Mrs. H. de R.
Morgan at Brecon.
Colonel and Mrs. Guy Lee will be arriving at
Canterbury shortly for the winter months.
We understand that it is likely that Mrs.
Gould will be for. a time this autumn at her
house at 8 Thistle Grove, London, S.W.10.
We are sorry to learn that Major G. A.
Meakin is far from well.
We hear that Major C. S. Field has returned
to this country.
It is published for information that it is
essential when communicating with the
Depot to add after "Depot The Buffs" the
words "New Infantry Barracks", St.
Martin's Hill, Canterbury.
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Births, Marriages, Deaths.
BIRTHS

Collins.—To exC.S.M. R. J. Collins and Mrs.
Collins, London Branch, a daughter (Sandra
Rosemary), on 28th September.
Hills.—On 23rd September, 1948, at Preston
Royal Infirmary Maternity Hospital, to
Major and Mrs. E. R. Hills (nee Audrey
Newton), a son (Edward Ronald).
Poulsen.—On August 10th, 1948, at Peiping,
N. China, to Mary (nee Veasey), wife of Captain
N. D. Poulsen, a daughter (Carola Margaret).

Regimental colours and the crest in dark blue.
Inside is printed "With all Good Wishes for
Christmas and the Coming Year".
As previously announced, it has not been
possible to produce a more elaborate card at
less than approx. 2/ each. The cost of the
card now available is 9d.
Cards may be ordered by individuals from
the Administration Officer, Depot The Buffs,
Canterbury. Orders must not be received later
than November 15th and must be accompanied
by a cheque or postal order (at 9d. per card)
payable to O.C., Depot The Buffs. Cards
ordered will reach individuals not later than
the first week in December.

Future Events.
89th L.A.A. REGT, R.A./THE BUFFS
OFFICERS' REUNION DINNER
The third Annual Reunion Dinner will
take place on Friday, 29th October, 1948,
at The Chatelain Restaurant, Gerrard
Street, London, W.l, at 7.30 p.m. Dress—
Lounge Suits.
Tickets, price £1 each, are obtainable on
application with cheque or postal order
for that amount from the Hon. Secretary,
L. P. Whatley, 21 Liskeard Gardens,
Blackheath, S.E.3.
Information regarding the names and
addresses of any officers who served with
the Regiment, or with the 11th Battalion,
The Buffs, and who have not received an
invitation to 'previous Reunions, will be
welcomed by the Hon. Secretary.
REUNION, 1 /4th BN., THE BUFFS
(191418)
A Reunion of members of the above
Battalion will be held at the Drill Hall,
St. Peter's Lane, Canterbury, on Saturday,
November 20th, at 7 p.m.
Notices giving details as to application
for tickets will appear in the News of the
World and all the local Kent papers.

Figure Calendar, 1949.
'J1HE model chosen for this year is a Pike man of 1572.
The price is 10/6. Orders can be sent either to the
P.M.C., Depot The Buffs, or direct to E. V. Howell,
Esq., The Shack, Timsway, Staines, giving maximum
notice.

Presentation of the Regimental
Crest, in colour, to the City of
Canterbury.
Town Clerk's Office,
Canterbury.
5th October, 1948.

Dear General Scarlett,
. At the last meeting of the City Council the
handsome plaque presented to the City by The
Buffs was on view and it was decided that it
should in future be displayed in the Mayor's
Parlour at the Guildhall.
I was instructed on behalf of the Council
and the citizens of Canterbury to send to you
and to the officers and men of the Regiment
their sincere thanks for this handsome and
interesting gift which will be a symbol of the
close friendship and spirit of cooperation
which has existed for so many years between
The Buffs and the citizens of Canterbury.
Yours sincerely,
J. BOYLE,

NOTICE

r^riMTTNTTAT
rt T Cards
r A of,
DEGIMENTAL Christmas

i
a plain
^"pattern and* at a comparatively low price
can now be ordered. The card consists of one
single folding piece without centre leaf or
illustration. On the front is the ribbon in

Town Clerk.

The Amalgamation
the 1st and
?
pQttai|of
Allc
rsaiiaiions.

A T 0920 hours on Thursday, 23rd September,
^M948, H.M.T. Dilwara steamed into Hong
Kong harbour bearing with her the Colours
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It was therefore decided to receive the Colours from
the Dilwara with a' Colour Party whilst the Guard of
Honour and Band and Drums awaited at Queen's Pier
in Victoria, from which point the ceremonial march to
Murray Barracks was planned.
On the Colour Party's arrival at Kowloon it seemed
that the weather might clear and the Colours taken
over uncased. The Dilwara, however, was in no hurry
and for one hour she lay off Kai Tak whilst the brief
spell of bright weather passed and everdarkening clouds
took its place. Finally, as she nosed her way round the
Kowloon Steps and tugs brought her alongside the
quay it seemed that the heavens burst, as though they
had been waiting for this very minute to unload their
burden. We felt much as those at Canterbury must
have felt on August 8th of this year when carefully laid
plans for the reception of the Freedom of the City were
upset by similar weather conditions.
Arrangements have been made with the Embarkation
authorities for the Colours to be taken off as soon as the
Dilwara had berthed and as the gangway was lowered,
Captains Morgan and Squire went on board and took
over the cased Colours from the 1st Battalion Cadre,
and at this moment, historic annals of the Regiment,
the two' battalions were amalgamated.

Photo by Kings Studio, Hong Kong

The Colour Party

and Cadre of the 1st Battalion from Canterbury.
Signalled originally as due to arrive at 0815 hrs.
she had been eagerly awaited by all ranks of the
2nd Battalion.
Dawn broke on the 23rd with grey skies and
driving rain. Such conditions are usually
popular in the early morning, for they mean
the cancellation of the prebreakfast P.T.
parade. This, however, was the day for which
64 N.C.Os. and men as Guard of Honour to
the Colours, had been practising for several
weeks and all would 4taVe willingly foregone
the extra half hour in bed (which the cancel
lation of P.T. means) for a fine day on which to
welcome the 1st Battalion Colours and Cadre.
At 0730 hours it was a little brighter, but still damp
enough for the Commanding Officer's Inspection of
Guard of Honour with Band and Drums to be held
indoors at Murray Barracks. No decision was made at
this hour as to whether the full ceremonial march
through Victoria should take place as planned. Such a
decision was left to the last possible minute in the
hopes that the skies would clear.
For those who do not know Hong Kong, incoming
ships berth at Kowloon on the mainland and personnel
for Hong Kong are taken by ferry or launch across the
mile of water which separates the island from the
mainland.

At the bottom of the gangway the Colours fell in with
a Colour Party consisting of R.S.M. Cummings, C.S.M.
Faulkner and C/Sgts. Fagg and Huntley and were
marched to a waiting launch which took them over to
Queen's Pier.
The weather, still unrelenting, had meanwhile pre
vented the Guard of Honour from marching through
Victoria, but the Pier, being under cover, afforded
protection from the rain, and as the Colours arrived they
were uncased, the Guard presented arms, the Band
played and a photographer, armed with flashlight
apparatus, did his best to obtain a pictorial record of
the occasion.
With great regret the march back had to be cancelled
and Colours, Guard, Band and Drums embussed for the
return to Murray.
The rest of the day, which from noon onwards was
bright and sunny, was celebrated as a holiday in honour
of the occasion.
And so ended a day which will live long in the memory
of those privileged to be serving in the 2nd Battalion on
23rd September, 1948.
The Colours, alongside those of the 2nd Battalion, now
rest in the Officers' Mess at Stanley.
Messages of good wishes were received from the
Colonel of the Regiment, Committee and Members of
the Past and Present Association and 34 Members of The
Buffs Golfing Society gathered at Littlestone.
The 1st Battalion Cadre consisted of :—
Captain M. A. O'B. ffrenchBlake
Lieut. D. P. R. Barrett
Lieut. H. R. Gatehouse
6289779 W.O. II Turner, R.
14626163 Sgt. Payne, S.
6285683 Sgt. Drury, W.
19048350 Pte. Baker, R.
14193917 Pte. Arnold, C.
1440568 Pte. Cordier, D.
14464722 Pte. Wilcox, T.
14471212 Pte. Wilson, J.
6287151 Pte. Wheatley, P.
6287600 Pte. Mattock, A.
21059007 Pte. Wright, G.
14439833 Pte. Murphy, J.
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The Buffs Golfing Society
^PHE story of our Autumn
* Meeting, as successful as
any in our history, has already
been well and truly told, but
it had to be kept short owing
to its rendering to the printers
almost coinciding with putting
the journal to bed. So here
are a few supplementary items.
The Office Bearers elected for
the ensuing year are : Captain,
Lieut.Col. M. P. D. Dewar ;
Vice-President, Captain V.
Newton Moss who, incident
ally, has probably attended
as many of the Society's* meeting as any of us,
unless he is beaten by that staunchest of all
supporters, Major Eric Clarke; Secretary,
Lieut.Colonel J. Crookenden, D.S.O. A trio
to insure progress ; and, especially so, as they
have decided to return to our prewar custom
of holding a Spring Meeting as well as one in
the Autumn. This will be held at The Royal
St. George's Golf Club, Sandwich, during the
last weekend in March ; the links which we
first visited in 1922, and where we held our
Autumn meetings every year without a break
up to the outbreak of war. For the Autumn
Meeting we shall return to Littlestone during
the weekend September 17th/18th. So there is
our 1949 programme; and the time is now
for all playing members to make a note of the
dates.
DONATIONS

The following, prevented at the last minute from
attending the Autumn Meeting, very kindly made over
their entry fees to the Society :—MajorGeneral the
Hon. P. G. Scarlett, Lieut.Colonel E. V. Argles, and
R. H. Haselden. Their guinea green fee was devoted to
the provision of prizes, and their 10/ entry fee was
credited to the Eclectic Kitty for the Benevolent Fund,
as were also the 10/ donations received from Lieut.
Colonel J. Crookenden and Captain H. H. C. Baird.
But the donations do not end there since we also received
a dozen golf balls from our old friend Major G. A. E.
(Chicken) Chapman, now residing in Ottawa. A kind
thought—as kind, in fact, as those which accompany
the innumerable parcels which he sends to his old
friends on this side of the water every Christmas.
WHERE THANKS ARE DUE

The story of our meeting would not be complete
without reference to gallant support given it by Captain
H. F. Whitfield. In spite of an injury which prevented
him from wielding a club, and in spite of illhealth
which should really have kept him in bed, he made
the journey from Heme Bay to Littlestone—almost as
arduous as crossing the Andes—just to be present at
the Annual Dinner. For that inspiration we thank him.
It is the spirit which leads the way. All will wish him a

speedy recovery so that he may be with us again next
Spring—incidentally, we hope, with his and our old
friend Captain J. V. Hitchcock. And a word of praise,
too, to T. M. S. Dyer, who came all the way from
Shepton Mallet, Somerset, to go round the course in
almost as many miles as it took him to reach us ! There
was amusement in that and gallantry too !
Incidentally the only one to bring a camera was .
Lt.Colonel Crookenden who will be glad to send on
application a copy of the group taken.
And finally our appreciation to Captain J. W. Taylor
for the excellent way in which he managed the meeting
without any previous experience except for a little
"Home Work" in the study of some notes drawn up
for his guidance. His was a pretty tough job and the
thanks of the Society are due to him for the happy way
in which he tackled it.
Membership
We are glad to welcome the following as a new playing
member :—
Major J. F. May 

Round and About
By The Tramp
Autumn
A FTER a most dis
^^appointing summer
in which the English
weather
failed
as
lamentably as English
athletes and cricketers,
we have just enjoyed,
bv way of an eleventh
hour consolation prize,
a spell of St. Martin's
(or is it Indian ?) sum
mer, for which we are
profoundly
grateful.
I cannot recall early
October days more en
joyable than those of
last week. They lured me out onto the banks
of the Thames, most glorious of rivers, where
I tried with varying success to record some of
the colour and bustling life of this most pictur
esque part of London.
I noticed that Londoners are fully alive to
the simple pleasures to be derived from their
great river. The water buses have justified
their belated introduction and, as in many
other places, there have been long queues to
get aboard these vessels.
Olympic Results
Everything, or nearly everything, that can be said
about the tourneys at Wembley and elsewhere has been
written or spoken, but I don't think one aspect has
been sufficiently emphasised, namely the behaviour of.
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the spectators. The majority of these were our own
countrymen and women. They had little to shout about
in the matter of their own national achievements, but
they nevertheless found many occasions for spontaneous
acclamation. This was a source of astonishment to
spectators of other nations, who are less impartial where
international sporting rivalries are concerned. There is
something here which may bear fruit in the difficult years
ahead.
In this connexion it is doubtful if the spectators at
the original Olympic Games in Ancient Greece could
compare in sportsmanship with the English at Wembley
this year. Some historians assert that the Ancient
Greeks were excessively partisan.
The Tests
The triumphant Australians are now on their way
back to Australia, where they are bound to be greeted
by their countrymen as heroes of Homeric stature.
Meanwhile, on another ship sailing to South Africa are
some of our vanquished cricketers of this season who
hope to have more closely contested battles with the
Africans. We shall see what happens there and if there
will be a gleam of hope of an English cricket revival as
there was in 1926, only five years after the slaughter of
English cricket by Warwick Armstrong's "shock
troops".
A Word for England
We are very inclined as a nation to run ourselves down
and we normally feel some embarrassment when we are
complimented, even by strangers. This may account
for something which has happened recently. A little
while ago a book of Essays on the English character
edited by Sir Ernest Barker, the historian and eminent
authority on political science, was reviewed in The Times
Literary Supplement by an anonymous critic. This
gentleman took occasion to revive some of the time
honoured gibes at the English. These included the
offrepeated charges of hypocrisy and lack of imagination.
This review attracted so much attention that it was
reprinted as a pamphlet, presumably to provide some
necessary moral chastisement, as if there were a lack of
that commodity. There one might have expected the
matter to rest, but one person thought differently.
Mr. St. John Ervine, the distinguished dramatist and
dramatic critic, felt that something further should he
said and he said it on Saturday night, October 9th
to some effect on the Third Programme of the B.B.C.
Now Mr. Ervine is not an Englishman, as he was careful
to point out early in his address. He is in fact an Ulster
man who has lived in England for nearly fifty years.
He proceeded with calm logic and cogency, combined
with the most admirable wireless delivery, to demolish
the twin myths of English hypocrisy and lack of
imagination in a talk which was as heartening and
enlivening as any I have ever heard, through the micro
phone or otherwise. In the course of his remarks he had
something to say about the period of our history which
lies between the affair of Dunkirk and the attack on
Pearl Harbour. What he said was more effective because
it consisted largely of quotations from the speeches and
written reports of an American, none other than Mr.
Marshall, the present U.S. Secretary of State. I hope
many readers of The Dragon heard Mr. Ervine's talk.
To those who did not, perhaps because of allergy to the
Third Programme, I suggest two alternative courses
of action ; either to buy The Listener and read it therein,
or to write to the B.B.C. and ask them to broadcast a
recording of the talk. In no circumstances should it be
missed.

Grime
The figures lately published > have made melancholy
reading. Even allowing for the aftermath of war, they
are a bit staggering. It is significant that the incidence
of crime, including many offences involving personal
violence, should be so great when humanitarianism
towards law breakers is at its height. I read in an evening
pap£r not long ago about a( farm in Kent where selected
prisoners work in the open air in a most liberal
atmosphere. The prisoners were apparently very happy
in their work and in the unprisonlike conditions of
their very nominal confinement. They were visited by
their relatives and so on and so' forth. I was a little
doubtful as I read this, and my doubts were confirmed
when I heard the other day of a young man who had
served a term at this farm. He returned to his home
looking bronzed and very well and on being asked by
an acquaintance if he had been away for a holiday
replied : "No, I have been doing a "stretch" on a farm
and I wouldn't mind going back there".
In these enlightened days no reasonable man would
suggest a return to the bad old conditions of fifty and
more years ago, but I do think that some slight dis
comfort should be suffered by those who prey upon their
fellows.
I commend to any who are interested in this subject
an essay written fifty years ago by George W. Steevens,
the famous war correspondent who died during the
Siege of Ladysmith in the South African War. It is to
be found in the collected edition of his work, which too
few people nowadays are aware of.

Aegean Adventure.
BY D. A. BOYD.
[This account was written at the conclusion of the
adventure. It could not then be published.—Ed.]

I HAD been a little more than a month in
* Samos when Leros was attacked.
Samos is a delightful little island shaped
rather like the Isle of Wight and at its nearest
point only
miles from the Turkish coast.
It is inhabited by Greeks and garrisoned by
Italians. The Italians were part of the Cuneo
Division, some 9,000 strong all told, tinder the
Command of General Soldarelli. There were
some batteries of field artillery but no A.A.
guns. The British and Greek troops numbered
about 800 and there were, in addition, the,
Andartis, an irregular band of Greek guerillas.
I was on the staff of the Military Governor and every
evening we held a conference to discuss intelligence
reports of en^my shipping, concentration^ of caiques
(the name given to coastwise sailingships which are ajso
powerdriven) and so on.
Samos is one of the Dodecanese Islands in the Aegean
Sea. We had already lost Cos, the only island we had
occupied which possessed an airfield, and an attack on
Leros or Samos was expected at any moment.
Enemy reconnaissance 'plafies had paid us several
visits, flying as low as 300 feet. We had had two ships
bombed and sunk in the harbour of Tigani on the South
Coast of the island, and Vathi, a wellsheltered harbour
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in a bay on the Northeast of the island, had received
its quota of machinegunning.
The tension lasted several weeks and on one occasion
after hearing the shipping reports and having received
information that parachute troops had arrived in
Athens and Piraeus we felt quite sure we were going to
be attacked the following morning. We went out to our
battle positions but, once more, it proved to be a false
alarm.
Shortly afterwards, Leros was attacked, at 0540 hours,
on 12th November, 1943, to be exact, and great excite
ment reigned in Samos over the course of the battle.
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in it. Hundreds of miles behind the German lines and
quite alone, it was obviously our turn next. We could
muster a total of about 200 British ranks, made up of
R.A.S.C., R.A.M.C., Civil Affairs Officers, Staff Officers
and other odd personnel, and a small detachment of
Royal Fusiliers and West Rents lately arrived. Then
there were 9,000 Italians—a doubtful asset. They
had been in Samos since the beginning of the war and %
had seen no fighting and their morale was bad. The
artillerymen might have put up a good show, as their
gunners certainly did" in Leros, but the infantry were not
impressive and lacked the fighting spirit.
There were 200 Fascist blackshirts in the island at
one time, but we shipped them away as being a possible
source of trouble.
It is difficult to dislike the Italians. They are not
made for fighting and one feels all the time that they're
much better at making love and icecreams, lying in
the sunshine, singing or twanging a guitar. I think they
realise it too.

About 150 German prisoners were evacuated to us.
They were landed at Tigani in the South and were sent
up to us at Vathi in lorries. I was at the prison behind
Italian H.Q. when they arrived. They were quite a
toughlooking lot and were wearing a sandcoloured
uniform and laceup kneeboots. They were duly locked
up and I started making arrangements with the Italians
for their feeding'and such things as blankets, soap,
At this time we had on the island the H.Q. of the
rations, etc. In ,the course of my duties I had had a lot
Aegean 'Forces, the General and several other brass hats.
to do with an Italian Major named Ratti, and we got
However, they evacuated pretty quickly as H.Q. Aegean
on very well together. He was a short dark man, very
Forces had ceased tq be much use to anyone. We also
neat, with a pleasant open face and manner. He spoke
evacuated the prisoners.
a little French and I speak a little French and less Italian,
On November 17th, the day after the fall of Leros, the
and we could make each other uhderstand well enough.
bombers came. They were Stukas and they confined
I asked him to provide some soap and one or two small
comforts* for the prisoners and was much surprised  themselves to dive bombing the water front in the
vicinity of the Greek Bank, which was hit, and Italian
to find him rather unwilling to do so. I gathered that,
Divisional H.Q.
as far as he was concerued, «they could rot. Maybe a
report we had received from Leros that the Germans
I was paying a visit to the Field Cashier nearly next
were shooting all Italian officers they took prisoner
door to the bank, so did not see very much. I heard
had something to do with his attitude. However, with
and felt as much as I wanted to, however, as the bombs
a little persuasion he provided what he could.
rained down and the building shook with the concussion.
Personally I feel kindly towards prisoners. Probably
The raid was a short one and I deft the Cashier's office
this is the wrong attitude for a prisoner is, after all, still
and made for my billet further up into the town, in
one's enemy. But there the poor beggar is. He's been
tending to pack my things and prepare for another
through the mill and now he's a in clink with only the
move to battle positions. I had hardly finished getting
clothes he stands up in. He's dirty, tired, depressed.
my kit together when the siren wailed again and this
Maybe he's got a bloody bandage round his head. He
was followed almost immediately by the crash of bursting
has not a bit of soap to wash himself with nor a razor
bombs. JU 88's this time—reminded me of Malta.
with which to shave. I would say the normal reaction
I dashed out of the house and lay alongside a wall well
would be to do any little thing one could to ease his lot.
away from buildings. I don't like being buried by falling
masonry ! The bombers had it all their ©wn way ; no
There were three officers among them, and. they were
air opposition and no ground opposition except from
placed in a separate cell. One spoke English and used to
small arms fire which is practically useless against the
play tennis at Wimbledon. He had been a company
armoured JU 88. They flew round in a leisurely manner,
commander in the Leros assault. He'd fought in Russia,
got into position and down they dived. Crash ! bang !
too, and said that he had always been told that the
crash ! thud !—four 'bombs each, wave after wave of
British troops in this war were poor fighters. But, he
them, 3, 6, 9, 12, 18, and the bombs kept falling. Then
said, he never wanted to. meet the British in a fight
round they would fly again and repeat the performance.
again. He'd had a bellyfull in Leros and would rather
As some of the inhabitants left the town to seek shelter
fight the Russians any day. He had taken his company
in the olive groves just outside, antipersonnel bombs
into the attack in five assault landing craft. Three of
were dropped and the rear ghnners had a little iriachine
those were sunk by direct hits before they reached the
gun practice to vary the monotony.
shore and the remaining two only disgorged a dozen men
when they hit the beach. This number was reduced
It was just a terror raid. There were no military
to five before they'd advanced more than a few yards
objectives hit, not even the jetty where the caiques
and these surrendered.
unloaded supplies.
We found homes were demolished all round us when
As the world knows, after five days' struggle, Leros 
the bombs gave us a little respite.
fell. We sent reinforcements from Samos, our battalion
of British troops and, two nights later, some Greek
Our house was still standing, but was a mess of broken 
troops—the famous Sacred Heart Squadron. These,
glass, plaster, smashed doors and windowframes.
however, came back as Leros fell before they reached the
island. The Sacred Heart Squadron was originally
I barely had time to get my kit out oDthe building
composed wholly of officers who were sworn to fight to
before the 'planes *svere back again. Twice more they
the death, all members of it having lost those near and
came that day and they left a shambles of destruction,
dear to them at the hands of the Germans. The Squad
an agony of shrieking women bewailing the loss of hus
ron was it was in Samos numbered nearly 50% officers.
band, brother or son and the destruction of their houses,
from which already the sickening stench of death was
Well, there it was. Leros was gone and we were the
rising into the still, dustladen air. Over 300 civilians
only island left in the Dodecanese with British troops
were killed that day.
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In the evening we moved out to battle positions.
Would the attack come next morning ? No, it didn't.
The Naval OfficerinCharge received a signal from
C.inC. Levant that he was to evacuate British personnel
from the island. We had heard nothing of this sort from
Army sources and hastily sent off a message asking
Cairo to clarify the matter.
On the night of the 18th we were still not clear whether
we were to go or stay.
We knew we couldn't hold Samos, and with all the
other islands gone it was, anyway, of no value to us,
so we rather hoped we should be allowed to withdraw.
On the other hand, we did not want to lose face with the
Italians. The moral effect of our presence was much in
excess, of our use as a fighting force. Another night
went by. This time a German "E" boat entered Vathi
harbour and someone hailed one of our officers, who was
on the jetty, asking what British troops were there.
The officer asked who the hell wanted to know and a
hail of machinegun bullets was directed towards him
by way of reply. Fortunately he wasn't hit and the
"E" boat made off with a parting revolver shot from the
officer on the quay.
At last the Powersthatbe decided that we were to
withdraw our troops from Samos together with as many
of the Italian garrison as possible.
That afternoon I went down to Tigani to see what
shipping there was available. The last time I had been
there I had found a quiet little village full of peasants
and fishermen. Some were drinking wine seated in the
sun, others were repairing their nets and painting their
boats. An Italian sentry lolled at his post and a dozen
or more workmen were building a caique. The ship was
about halfbuilt, all the framework was there, made of
timber from the mountain woods nearby, and there was
a pleasant noise of hammering and planing and the
smell of freshlyapplied tar. There were several caiques
in a halffinished condition.
As I walked along the quay to see the Port Captain,
an old man with a stubbly chin seized me by the hands
and then kissed me !—a most embarrassing experience !
but the Greeks were very pleased to see us and I dare say
that I was the first British officer the old boy had met.
I discussed my business over a glass of wine. This is
an old Samian custom. Samos is very proud of its wine
and rightly so. The British taste is for the Muscato
type, which is sweet, but the inhabitants in many cases
prefer the Rezina wine. This is a peculiar drink and is
an acquired taste. A percentage of the resin from the
pine trees that grow in profusion in the hills is added
to the wine and gives it a taste rather like camphor.
It is a clean drink and a healthy one, but, as I say,
one has to get used to it to enjoy it.
Thus Tigani before the advent of the Hun. A very
different sight met my eyes this time. The sleepy little
town was dead, murdered from the air. The trees
lining its narrow main street ^ere torn asunder and
the road itself was impassable, littered with rubble and
fallen masonry and pockmarked with bombholes.
Where the halfbuilt caiques had lain there remained
only a charred heap of stillsmoking timber. A fire
raged in the cafe where I had drunk my wine and,
as I passed, the roof crashed in, sending up a shower of
sparks in the gathering dusk. Not a soul was to be seen.
Tigani was as a city of the dead. Completely deserted,
not a house in it had escaped damage of some sort.
There were the masts of the two ships sunk in the
harbour, the smoking remains of the caiques. Indeed a
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picture of desolation. A lonelylooking cat rubbed itself
against my leg and meowed and I turned with a sigh
and picked my way back past the bombholes to the
place where I had left my car.
On the night of the 19th November all the British
troops, the Greek Sacred Heart Squadron and some of
the officers of the Italian staff were embarked at Vathi
into caiques. I never knew such small ships could
take so many people on their decks. Our caique was
140 tons and we had well over 200 people on the deck.
We slipped quietly away at about 10 o'clock and arrived
at a small Turkish port called Kusadasi some four hours
later without sighting any hostile craft.
We found out afterwards the 5 "E" boats were waiting
for us off the South of the island, apparently expecting
us to use the port of Tigani. It was a miracle that we
landed without molestation. We would indeed have
been easy meat for any "E" boat. The caiques, of
course, are unarmed and we were so cro,wded that it
would have been very difficult to use the light automatics
and rifles with which we were armed.
An unfortunate accident occurred during the crossing.
I was startled in the middle of the night by an explosion
just behind my head and a moment later discovered
that a man six feet in front of me had been shot dead.
A loaded pistol in the pile of equipment stowed in the
centre of the clique had in some way been kicked out
of its holster by a man sleeping on top of the kits and
by some incredible mischance had fired the fatal shot.
At the enquiry afterwards the pistol action was cocked
and the weapon dropped on the floor several times from
different heights without the cocking piece being thrown
forward. How, in fact, it ever fired the shot remains a
mystery.
Arrived at Kusadasi, a tedious time lay ahead of us.
We were ferried ashore in rowing boats and had to leave
all our arms and ammunition on board the caiques.
A Turkish guard was placed over us and only a very
limited stretch of foreshore was allotted to us for the
accommodation of some 500 odd soldiers. Fortunately
the weather was fine and fairly warm, so that it was no
great hardship to sleep outside. In a day or two, how
ever, the sanitary condition of the site was very bad.
The mess of empty tins and the insanitary smell from
the small piece of foreshore was soon unberable. We
persuaded the Turks to allow us a little more room
and were lucky enough to have no sickness during the
five days we remained on that strip of shore.
Each day a small fleet of caiques arrived packed with
Greek civilian refugees and with Italian soldiers.
The morning after we arrived, a JU 88 flew over to
have a looksee and a Turkish motor launch opened up
at it with her Oerlikons. I noticed that they were very
careful to let the 'plane pass so that they fired at it from
behind. What a target we were for the reargunners !
Forty or more caiques packed with British, Greek and
Italian sojdiers. Thank goodness Turkey was a neutral
country and we were safe !
The Germans landed in Samos on the morning of the
22nd. We had by then evacuated about 4,000 soldiers
and half the Italian garrison. The remainder destroyed
their guns and lorries and took to the hills.
A word about the Turkish soldier before I pass on to
our departure from Kusadasi. They, the rank and file,
were dressed in breeches, coat and knee gaiters, all
made of a material that looked like thick army blanket
of a whitish fawn colour. Most of the uniforms were
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patched at knee, elbow and seat and the men's boots
werein very bad condition.
On 24th November we left Kusadasi, without, regret,
and for the next three days and four nights we lived
like sardines in a tin. Thirtyfive officers and men
with their kit travelled in each railway truck. The first
night there was not room for us all to lie down, though we
improved on this subsequently. By hanging up all*the
kits, putting one man in a hammock made out of a
blanket and carefully arranging the remainder each
night before the light failed, we did manage to get
room to lie down though it was rather a case of "when
father says turn we all turn".
The train proceeded in a leisurely fashion, stopping
at every station it seemed, though goodness knows why,
and making many stops between stations as well.
These occasions were welcomed and the opportunity
was taken to brew up tea, have a wash, shave and so on.
Things one takes as a matter of course in every day
life but operations that loom large when one's existence
is confined, with 34 others, to the walls of a railway
truck.
We ate when we were hungry or perhaps when a cup of
tea was available to help wash the bully beef down.
There was a limited quantity of tinned fruit and salmon
too, army biscuits and jam. By the end of the day
the litter of bits of biscuit, empty cigarette cartons,
etc., was indescribable and an evening clean up had to
be carried out before we turned in for the night.
My impression of Turkey was mostly of vast plains
surrounded with very fine hills, the glow of our fires in
the failing light, preparing the evening brew of tea
and the camel caravans. Thirty or forty camels, each
division of 10, being led by a man on a donkey.
Life on the train deteriorated into sleeping a lot;
reading a little (we had not got much literature with us),
eating spasmodically and cursing the cold at nights.
On the evening of the 27th November we arrived at
Islahiye, the last station before the TurkishSyrian
frontier. Here I had to show our visa and the certificates
given us at Kusadasi for the money we were carrying
through the country.
The same night we arrived at Medain and when we
saw once again the British Military Police on the plat
form we really felt we had reached civilisation at last.
Here we had a meal of tea, a boiled egg and white bread,
the first we had seen for a long time. There were
ablution benches with bowls of water on them all ready
for us. We were also each given a knife, fork, spoon, a
tin plate and a bowl.
The following morning we arrived at Aleppo. From
the station, we were taken to a disinfestation camp !
Here onp was given a couple of sandbags, one for one's
valuables and one for one's clothes. Each had a number
and the owner held the duplicate. The clothes were put
in a steamer and the personnel were passed through a
series of tents. One undressed in the first one and as
one moved into the next tent a soldier sprayed one's
body and head with a disinfectant solution. In the
next tent there were hot showers and during one's bath
all boots were thoroughly disinfected with Keatings.
Having gone through the mill, one was turned out
at the other end clean at any rate and free from bugs.
Clothing was a bit crumpled after going through the
steamer, but that was a minor detail.
Later in the morning we were each issued with a free
bottle of beer and 50 cigarettes. We were also given £\
Syrian (about 2/3) and four boxes of comforts things

like razors, soap, handkerchiefs, draughts, cards, reading
materials, and so on. There were two articles for each
of us.
And so my wanderings for the moment are ended.
At 0237 this morning we entrained for Haifa, where we
arrive tomorrow afternoon.
After all, it was from Haifa that I sailed for the
Aegean Isles, so it is fitting that Haifa should also see
the end of the adventure.

On Sleeping in Trains
CLEEP is generally accepted as a thing to be
^courted—one has even seen the word "wooed"
used—at any rate, a thing eminently to be
desired. And how envious people can be,
especially those who are tortured by insomnia,
of the lucky ones who can fall sleep at any time,
in any place and some almost in any attitude !
Anyone who has travelled aboard ship can remember,
I have no doubt, the postprandial exhibitions on deck,
of limp and lifeless figures, some with mouth agape,
the sweat thickening on their foreheads, sleeping off
their too heavy lunch. One also remembers the con
ventional "pair of gloves" claimed by the fair should
they catch their swains in such a situation. Should it
be the lady who was found in the arms of "Murphy",
well, some very mean advantages no doubt have been
taken.
Such slumber as this, however, is plainly not to be
Compared with say, that provoked by the retreat from
Mons, where many contemptibles were to be seen walking
asleep. Even the mounted soldiers drooped in their
saddles, borne along in dreamland. No doubt many
will disbelieve either that there were horses at that time,
or that it was possible to take forty winks while, in
modern parlance, "at the wheel".
One need not labour the point then that sleep comes
in many fashions, from the workaday or commonplace
function of "going to bed" to the sleep of exhaustion
from being kept too long away from it.
These reflections were caused by the spectacle of an
unusually large piece of humanity slumped in a corner
of a railway carriage at one pf the London termini. To
this compartment there entered two of the young and
more facetious members of society, and simultaneously
the train started with a jerk. Whereupon the large
man in the corner awoke, and exclaimed, "What station
is this ?" to which one of the young men replied,
"Bromley" or some destination far down the line. It
just so happened it was the intended destination pf our
fat friend, who sprang to his feet and fought his way
to the door clutching his belongings from the rack
while naturally the two young men sought to stop him.
The situation looked rather ugly for a moment until
it was borne in upon him that it was all intended as a
joke. I may say the victim failed completely to see it.
Quite otherwise was the fate of a traveller who did not
wake and was carried far beyond his destination, his
fellow travellers in ignorance of the trouble that was
steadily piling up as each station was passed. Presently
he opened a sleepy eye and was mildly astonished to
see dancing waves where he had expected to see waving
corn. At that he prized open the other eye, and the
full significance smote upon him like a mallet. A
sickening feeling of impotence and disaster surged over
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him. The results involved a whole schedule of calamities,
but the moral on all counts remains. While there is
nothing disgraceful in sleeping in trains, or anywhere
for that matter, it is hard to escape, firstly, the em
barrassment, and lastly and by no means least, the
ridicule which subsequently pursues the victim.
J.C.

Rhodesia Fairbridge Memorial
College.
The Objects of the Scheme
1. The object of the scheme is to select
children from Great Biitain who wish to
emigrate, to enable them to receive a sound
education in Southern Rhodesia, in order to
become permanent settlers out there.
The education imparted to the children at
the College will qualify them to gain access to
the professions, and to qualify for a career in
industry or the public services.
Preference is given to those candidates who,
on account of circumstances, either financial
or compassionate, are in real need of su£h an
opportunity. There are now 98 boys and girls
at the College.
2. Situation.—The College is situated at
Induna, ten miles N.E. of Bulawayo in Southern
Rhodesia—the site of an R.A.F. Training
Station during the War. There are ample
playing fields, tennis. courts, squash courts, a
gymnasium, and a large swimming bath.
There is a holiday home at Kynysna by the
sea, where parties of children are sent.
3. Education and Religion.—The Rhod
esian State system provides free education up
to and including University, Matriculation or
other approved schoolleaving certificates. At
the end of the primary school stage, the child
passes into the secondary school. At the end
of this course, the pupil is eligible for many
valuable bursaries and scholarships, tenable at
Universities in the Union of South Africa, and
in special cases at overseas universities. Pupils
will also be eligible for three Rhodes scholarships
at Oxford.
The College is entirely nonsectarian, but
every child receives the religious instruction
desired by the parents or guardians.
4. Finance.—The Rhodesian Government
provides accommodation, free education,
medicinal and dental services, and a capitation
grant to help cover the cost of running the
College. The British Government is paying
half the passage expenses and a maintenance
allowance of £26 per annum per child. The
remainder of the expenses are paid by the
Councilin London.
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Parents are not called upon to pay toward
the upkeep of the child once it has been taken
over by the Council in England unless they
wish to do so. The Government will, if
necessary be responsible for the maintenance
of the child until he/she reaches the age of
maturity.
5. Qualifications.
(a) The child must pass a fairly stiff medical
and intelligence test, followed by an
interview.
(b) The child must be desirous of going and the
parent/s willing for the child to emigrate.
(c) In the event of the parents following the
children to South Africa to take up
residence during their educational period,
the child would have to be withdrawn
from the College after 6 months.
(d) The normal age for recruitment is 812 years.
Application forms for admittance and further
information can be obtained from :—
The General Secretary,
Rhodesia Fairbridge Memorial College,
Rhodesia House, 429 Strand, W.C.2.
Telephone: TEMple Bar 1133.

' Resettlement in Civil Life of
Regular Members of H.M. Forces.
^PHE Government recognises that those who
* devote some years of early life as regular
members of His Majesty's Forces may thereby
miss opportunities of starting a career in
industry or amongst the professions at an early
age. It has therefore considered what should
be done to'assist the resettlement in civil life
of those men and women, officers and other
ranks, who undertake a period of regular service,
including short service engagements, in the
Navy, Army and Air Force.
H.M. Government has consulted the National Joint
Advisory Council, representing the British Employers'
Confederation and the Trades Union Congress, which
has accepted the principle that men and women who,
by joining the Regular Forces give up their chance of
entry into industry or the professions at the normal age
should not thereby be deprived of opportunities of a
satisfactory career on completion of their regular service.
The National Joint Advisory Council has accordingly
endorsed the proposal that special arrangements should
be made to give such men and women an adequate
opportunity on leaving the Forces to enter industry at
a level appropriate to their age, experience and ability.
The Council has recommended that details of such
arrangements should be worked out with the appropriate
organisations in separate industries and that such
arrangements should include the provision of training
where this is needed to effect satisfactory resettlement.
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In the Government Service, in addition to the
traditional openings of a minor character that are
reserved or almost wholly reserved for exregulars, there
will be reserved a proportion of the vacancies for the
clerical and executive classes to be competed for by
exregulars by examinations reserved for them. In the
administrative class, exregulars will have an age
allowance equivalent to the period of service with the
Forces. Similar arrangements will apply to the Foreign
Service.
The Police and Fire Services in general already
welcome suitable exregulars and the question of the
scope that there may be for employment of exregulars in
other branches of local government service will be
examined.
Trade Unions have already agreed that men qualified
in a wide range of service trades should be recognised
as qualified for membership as skilled men, and dis
cussions are proceeding with a view to recognising the
status of other service tradesmen.
There will also be consultation with the industries
concerned about the scope of training to be provided
for those who have no service trade directly applicable
to civil life but who, by reason of ability or of experience
they have acquired, are suitable for training that would
ensure their recognition for employment in a skilled
occupation.
Similarly, there will be consultation with a view to the
acceptance of various industries of exregulars for
employment in other skilled or semiskilled occupations
for which short periods of training in the industry itself
are appropriate so that they may be absorbed at levels
appropriate to their age, experience and ability.
There will also be schemes of training to assist selected
candidates who wish to enter business or a profession.
The Service Departments themselves will make sure
that towards the end of the period of service special
consideration is given to those arrangements that should
be made for settlement in civil life.
Press Office,
Ministry of Labour and National Service,
8 St. James's Square, S.W.I.
5th October, 1948.

Correspondence.

'

41 Mayfield Avenue,
Orpington, Kent.
TeL.Orp. 3416.
6th October, 1948.
The Editor, "The Dragon".
My dear Major Peareth,
I was very interested in the letter published in the
September Dragon, which you had received from T.
Rowcliffe in Greece, on the subject of the brass badge
which is in the wardroom of H.M.S. Cardigan Bay. »
The story is a very simple one.
This badge was made, for me by an Italian, whom
I employed when I was running a Transit Camp in Sicily
in late 1944.
I carried it around with me for quite some time, and
when finally I joined the 1st Battalion near Trieste,
I gave the badge to the Officers' Mess.
During our stay in Trieste, the battalion did quite a
lot of entertaining for H.M. ships, one of which was the
Cardigan Bay.

This badge was presented by the Officers' Mess to the
Cardigan Bay for the magnificent hospitality which they
extended to both the Officers and O.R.s of the battalion.
They very kindly gave us a lifebuoy with the ship's
name painted on, in return, and this hung in the Mess
for some time. [It is now in the Depot Guard Room.—Ed.']
Yours sincerely,
I. A. PEARSON.
P.S.—I have written to Mr. T. Rowcliffe and told
him the story.
"Nor manhurst",
Orchard Hill,
Bideford.
September \lth, 1948.
The Officer i/c Medal Collection,
The Buffs, The Depot, Canterbury.
Dear Sir,
Tlqink you for your letter Dr. 12/1 of the 15th Septem
ber, 1948.
I send the India General Service Medal (1854) with
clasp "Perak" awarded to Private No. 1537 J. Stone,
l/3rd Foot, and am very glad to think that it will be
placed among other honourable heirlooms of the
Regiment.
It is many years now since Private Stone drilled as a
recruit at the Depot before marching through its gates
as a trained soldier on the Queen's service overseas.
A proud dficy, too, it must have been for him when this
medal was first pinned on his tunic, and surely there
could be no place now more fitting than among the
medals of those gallant old comrades of The Buffs.
May I add that the privilege of presenting this medal
is particularly pleasing to me since, not only does it
form yet another link with the past history of your
Regiment, but it also commemorates a short but arduous
campaign in which by reason of my father's service
my own family take special pride.
Believe me,
Yours sincerely,
H. W. CHANNER,
Lieut.Colonel, late The Royal Marines.
[We regret to record that Lieut.-Col. Hugh Watson Channer
died suddenly on October 13th, aged 70 years. He was the
second son of the late General G. N. Channer, V.C., C.B.
Ed.]
The Editor, "The Dragon".
Sir,
I first met the late Sgt. Val Smith in Holland, where
we were both repatriated from Germany. He belonged
to the 2nd Battalion whilst I was of the 1st Battalion.
I believe Sgt. Smith whilst serving with the 2nd Bat
talion in India gained a reputation as a cricketer and a
goalkeeper.
After being demobbed in 1919, whilst I reenetered the
R.A.F., Sgt. Smith took up railway work in Staffordshire,
being employed in the signalling section.
Although our ways of life since the 1914 War took
us many miles away from each other, nevertheless we
always corresponded and I had the honour of passing a
short holiday at his home in BurtononTrent.
My friends of the Regiment are gradually going, and
with the passing of the late Sgt. Smith I have indeed
lost a good and loyal friend of my youth.
Yours faithfully,
JOHN DURHAM, 9558, L/Cpl., 1st Buffs.
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The Past and Present Association.
Life Members
AUGUST 1ST—SEPTEMBER 30TH, 1948

London Rrawc/L—Rasmuss,

J. w.

O.,

Lieut.,

Simmons,

Ramsgate Branch.—Jordan, E., Crowdy, R. E. L.
Annual Members
AUGUST 1ST—SEPTEMBER 30TH, 1948

London Branch.—Clapp, C., King, E. A., Rickard,
K. A., Wardley, F., Bristow, W. R.
Dover Branch.—Rayner, W.
Weald Branch.—Day, D. H.
Sittingbourne Branch.—Hubbard, H. E., Stowers,
P. W.
Ramsgate Branch.—Stockley, F. H., Anseli, W. F.,
Ashby, F. C.
Margate Branch.—Scott, G.
Canterbury Branch.—Cuckoo, F. D., Anderson, G. W.
Sandwich Branch.—Dunster, T.
H.Q. Roll.—Jackson, K. D., May, J. F., Major.

£ s. d.

Major G. R. D. Hews...
2 2
Hon. Treasurer, Cricket Week Ball ...
163 4
Vi, Daisy, Joe and Mary (in affectionate
memory of Captain Ernie Carter) ...
2 0
Cricket Week Ball
2 10
Ramsgate Branch (in memory of Captain
Ernie Carter)
1 0
Members, Margate Branch ...
1 0
Total to date ...

^2,905

9

0
5

0
0
0
0
2

Benevolent Fund
The total grants from the Benevolent Fund and the
World War Charitable Fund during the months August
1st to September 30th, 1948 are :—
Benevolent Fund
...
...
World War Charitable Fund...

...
...

£

s- d-

... 24 18 10
... 145 0 1

Ladies Guild, Folkestone Branch
Miss F. Harley...
...
...
Remembrance Sunday, August 8th
2/Lieut. J. R. Gillum ...
...

Legion's invitation to attend the Remembrance Service
at Ashford Parish Church, and following the Church
Service there will be a short Act of Remembrance at the
War Memorial. Past and Present members fall in at the
top of Church Road at 2 p.m.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.—Our next branch
meeting is the Annual General Meeting and Election of
Officers and Committee, so come along in large numbers,
for you have to elect a new Secretary and find one who
can hear what you are saying, for my deafness is getting
worse. *
SICK.—Mr. F. Marsh (the Chairman) is making good
progress after his accident, but we regret that Mr. J.
King is not making much headway at present. We wish
them a speedy recovery.
REUNION 1/4TH BATTALION THE BUFFS (191418).—
A reunion of members of the l/4th Buffs (191418)
is to be held at Canterbury Drill Hall on 20th November,
at 7 p.m. Watch your local papers for details, also the
News of the World, or see your branch secretary.
F.H.H.

LADIES' GUILD

Benevolent Fund
DONATIONS

For our September meeting I should think most of
our members were also on holiday, or forgot all about
the branch meeting. But the October meeting was much
better attended. Mr. H. Barnes was in the Chair. He
said he had heard of nothing but praise for those who
arranged and assisted with the dinner for the over 65's.
A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. and Mrs.
Sharrard and the members of the Ladies' Guild who
helped to make the evening of the 18th September
such a great outstanding success. Our President, Major
Bompas, was present with the lads of the Old Brigade—
Mr. A. J. Bingham 93, Mr. G. Constant 84, the baby of
the party 65 years. The dinner of the over 65's was the
first of its kind to be undertaken by the Ashford Branch,
and may it be the foundationstone of many more to
come. Captain A. Crothall sent a letter of regret at
being unable to attend. But we have to thank him very
much for the little present he sent along.
DARTS
KNOCKOUT
COMPETITION.—The
branch
accepted the R.A.A.'s invitation to take part in their
Darts Knockout Competition at the County Hotel,
Ashford. Of course, there is hardly any need for me to
state that our two teams ^ere knocked out, although
they were under the command of Captain Butcher,
and so were all the exArmy teams, for the Navy were
well on the mark and won the competition.
POPPY DAY AND REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY (7TH
NOVEMBER).—The branfch has accepted thS British

The Buffs War Memorial Fund, 193945
DONATIONS
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£ s- d-

...
...
5 0 0
...
...
1 1 0
(Collection) 58 5 8
...
...
9 10

Ashford Branch
I must first apologize for the absence of two
months' notes. I was on holiday the early

part of August and missed the Remembrance
Parade at Canterbury, the first time I have
been absent for 15 years (except the war years).
I can see by the photo in The Dragon that our
Branch had a good number on parade.

The Annual
the Drill Hall
at 3 p.m. The
Messages were
were unable to

General Meeting was held in
on Wednesday, October 13th,
Chairman, Mrs. King, presided.
received from four ladies who
attend.

The balancesheet was read, approved and signed.
In spite of so few members, the balance in hand for the
year was quite good.
The Chairman then thanked Mrs. Sharrard for all the
help she had given as ViceChairman and Treasurer
throughout the past year ; Mrs. Partiss for her work as
Secretary, and all members for working so happily
together.
A special "thank you" was given by Mrs. King and
all present to Mrs. W. Coleman for supervising and
making tea and cakes for each meeting.
Sincere thanks are given to Mrs. King by all present for
her work and interest in the Guild during the past year.
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS.—Mrs. King was again chosen
as Chairman, and Mrs. Sharrard as ViceChairman and
Treasurer, with Mrs. Partiss as Secretary.

New members present for the first time and welcomed
into the branch by the Chairman : Messrs. L. E. Key,
F. Wardley and E. A. Brittan, 1st Battalion.

A box to hold Guild property was given by Mr.
Constant. This was greatly appreciated, and it was
agreed to send him a little gift of tobacco.

RAFFLE.—A bottle of wine raffled by Mr. Collins was
won by Captain Williams and put up again. £2 2s. 6d.
went to the branch funds.
E.C.W.G.

An American tea brought several surprises and was
greatly enjoyed by all.
E.L.E.P.

LADIES' GUILD

The meeting held at The Prince Alfred
Restaurant on Saturday, 2nd October, was
London Branch
fairly well attended with Mrs. D. E. Spinner
A meeting of the London Branch was held in the Chair.
at the "Prince Alfred", Tufton Street, S.W.I,
MINUTES.—The Minutes of the last meeting were
on Saturday, 18th September.
read and signed. No questions arising.
We were pleased to have with us Captain H.
Hopps, Captain Brittain, Major Pearson and
Captain Williams.
The members stood in silence to the memory
of General Sir John Kennedy and Captain
E. Carter.
The Chairman remarked that Sir John
Kennedy had been a very fine officer and
member of our Branch. With regard to Captain
Carter he would not comment as he knew we
all had our thoughts about him and knew
what a fine member of our branch he had been.
The Secretary read the Minutes of the last meeting
and the correspondence, which included a letter from
Mr. Bert Tester regarding the thoughtful action of
Harry Coleman and Bert Staples of the Ashford Branch
who with a car had met Mr. Bob Billings and himself at
the Charing Railway Station and driven them to the
Crematorium to attend the funeral service of the late
Captain Carter.
The Chairman pointed out the fact that we had with
us Jesse Carr and Bert Tester, members of both the
London and Brighton Branches.
The Assistant Secretary outlined his plans for the
dance and the darts and would try to get the next darts
match played on the 16th October, our next meeting
night.
%
Captain Emery welcomed Captain Williams, 6th
(191418) Battalion, who had come from the Argentine
on holiday and was paying both England and us the
first visit for 11 years.
Captain Williams in reply said : "I remember attending
a 6th Battalion reunion dinner at the Union Jack Club
and getting very merry, but I had my old friend of
thirty years, Cpl. Bob Billings, to take care of me.
We and our wives have corresponded ever since the
First World War. I thank you and your Chairman for
the very warm welcome you have given me. It was a
great pleasure serving in The Buffs. Great friendships
were formed in the Regiment and kept alive over the
years by the Association. I first went to work in the
Argentine in 1907 and except for the period 191418
have worked there the whole time. Concluding a most
amusing speech, he proposed the toast "The Regiment
and the Association, long may they live !".
Bun Penny Collection, £1 4s. 6d.

CORRESPONDENCE.—Letters were received from the
Guild President, the Hon. Mrs. Gerald Scarlett, and Mrs.
Roffey.
REGRETS.—Mrs. Dalton, who is not too well these
days, Mrs. Enright, Mrs. Coward, Mrs. Keown, Mrs.
Blackburn, Mrs. Hickey and Mrs. Collins.
WELCOME.—The Chairman welcomed Mrs. Billings
on her first meeting this year, business preventing her
attendance previously.
BIRTH.—It was announced that Mrs. Collins had given
birth to a daughter. We offer our heartiest con
gratulations.
GUILD DINNER.—The proposed Guild Dinner for the
21st Anniversary of the Guild's formation was brought
forward. The Chairman read out letters she had received
from caterers whom she had written to stating they
were unable to do so during the summer months. It was
suggested it be postponed till the Autumn of 1949.
RAFFLES.—Our very grateful thanks to the members
for bringing along raffles. As they were so many, some
are being held over until next month. Mrs. Vaughan,
who brought two dolls, expressed a wish they be raffled
each month until December. This month they realised
£\ 14s. Od. A grocery parcel from Mrs. Billings realised
6/6 and a bouquet of chrysanthemums from Mrs.
Hawkins 7/6. A jar of pickles from Miss Kathleen Lamb
realised 6/1. The raffles from Mrs. Taylor, Mrs. Hogben
and Mrs. Liatts are being held ovfer until next month.
Our very grateful thanks to these members,.who prove
their great Buff spirit. The sum of £2 14s. Id. was
realised, for which we are grateful, bearing in mind we
are not like the men folk with a full meeting room.
We have to pay £\ every meeting for the room.
D.E.S.

Medway Branch
LADIES' GUILD

The September Monthly Meeting held on
24th inst. was a Bring and Buy Sale, organised
by Mrs. Skinner to supply funds for a pedestal
for the rose bowl in the Warriors' Chapel.
We were very pleased to welcome Mrs. Findlay,
who kindly opened the sale. Others present
were Mrs. G. B. Middleton, wife of Admiral
Middleton, Lady Wilson and the Misses
Edmonds.
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Mrs. Findlay, in opening the sale, said she was very
glad to be with us all and wished us every success in
our effort. She also spoke of the Warriors' Chapel.
During the afternoon, a whist drive was held with Mrs.
Valpy as M.C. An iced cake given by Miss Perry man
for a Lucky Number was won by Mrs. Stewart, and
weight guessing of iced cakes given by a friend was won
by Mrs. Field and Mrs. Sellens. Stallholders were Mrs.
Skinner, Mrs. Edwards, Mrs. Rowlands (Ices) and Mrs.
Sellens. Tea was served by the Committee.
Mrs. King Holt passed a vote of thanks to Mrs.
Findlay for coming, also to Mrs. Skinner. Mrs. Sellens
seconded the vote of thanks and also thanked all kind
friends who had sent gifts. We are also very glad to say
we beat the target of ^10 we hoped to raise. After a
very pleasant afternoon the meeting closed.
M.S.

Ramsgate Branch
Quite a good start for our September
Meeting, I must express my appreciation for
the support given by'our exofficer members
by their attendance, they definitely give a
lead for all of us to follow.
Amongst our members present were veterans of
Chitral, South Africa, and both World Wars. A splendid
spirit of comradeship exists. One notable incident was
seeing quite a young member helping Dick Durrant up
the stairs to our meetingroom.
Names are too numerous to mention, but a few Buffs
present at the meeting were "Jeff" Tom Miller, F. Elliss,
A. & W. Ansell, W. Turner, C. Fakley, G. Sampson, B.
Kemp, E. Castle, E. Stead, R. Goldsmith, F. Rogers and
Jim Bugden.
Now for the meeting report
Seventy members of the Ramsgate Branch Past and
Present Association, The Buffs, were present at the
monthly meeting held on Friday at the Freemasons'
Tavern, High Street, Ramsgate.
Mr. E. H. Swendell was in the Chair, supported by
Capt. H. H. Knight (ViceChairman), Major N. G. H.
Taylor, Major H. D. Rose, Capt. R. Morgan, Capt. M.
Smith, Lieut. W. Wotton, and Lieut. F. G. Neville,
and Mr. B. E. Knott (Hon. Secretary).
Extending a welcome to officers and members present,
the Chairman remarked that such a good attendance
greatly assisted the progress of the branch. The
Association had sustained a great loss by the death of
Capt. Ernie Carter. Mr. Swendell stated that nearly
every Buff knew what a splendid soldier Capt. Carter
had been and all would grieve'at his passing. Ramsgate
Branch had lost a good friend and a loyal supporter.
Members stood for two minutes' silence as a tribute of
respect.
A letter was read from the President, Major A. J. H.
Taylor, thanking the members for sending such a strong
party to Canterbury for the Remembrance Parade and
Service. The Major stated that during his visit to
Denmark he would convey the Ramsgate Branch's good
wishes to the Danish Branch.
On the proposition of Mr. F. Elliss, seconded by Mr.
J. Johnson, a vote of thanks to Major Taylor and the
Secretary, Mr. B. E. Knott, for.their hard work in making
the Canterbury visit a great success, was carried.
Major H. D. Rose, Welfare Officer of the Buffs Cadet
Force, made an appeal for the funds for sports gear
and other items needed for the training and welfare of
these young soldiers; funds were essential for their
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training. He knew the older Buffs understood the
circumstances and he would be grateful for any small
donation. This assistance would be a big asset for the
successful training of the young cadet.
Major N. Taylor, O.C., "A" Company, 4th Buffs,
also, in a brief speech, said that although he did not wish
to encroach on Major Rose's territory, he would, never
theless, like to mention that there were still yacancies
in The Buffs. The Territorials would welcome fit men
(18 to 40 years). Members who had served in the last war
would be useful to train men joining the Territorials
today.
Mr. Swendell thanked Major Rose and Major Taylor
for their interesting speeches and remarked that the
past Buffs were pleased to know that the present Buffs
were maintaining the traditions of the Regiment.
He was sure both Cadets and Territorials would receive
support from the Ramsgate Branch.
Letters of apology for absence were received from
Major A. J. H. Taylor, Colonel W. Orwin, Capt. K.
Speakman, Messrs. A. Impett, R. Tavener, S. Bing,
F. Holness and L. Hoyle.
New members enrolled were Messrs. W. Ansell, F.
Ashby, F. H. Stockley and F. Jordan.
Refreshments were served by Host Dick Atkins at
the conclusion of the business proceedings, and the
remainder of the evening was spent in renewing old
comradeships.

Margate Branch
The Monthly Meeting of the Branch was
held on 6th October at the Territorial Drill
Hall, Victoria Road, Mr. Couzins taking the
Chair in the absence of Captain Tilleard, whom
duty prevented from attending. Altogether
eighteen members were present.
Unfortunately, the shoot which had been arranged
between a team of 191418 members to be raised by Mr.
Pearce, and a team of 193945 members captained by
Mr. Gander, has had to be postponed until the November
meeting.
The congratulations of the branch are conveyed to
our Secretary, Mr. Ingram, who was married on Satur
day, 2nd October. We wish him all happiness.
The Manston disaster was referred to by Mr. Maxted,
and it was proposed to send a subscription to the Fund
raised to help the dependants of those who perished.
We hope to pay a return social visit to Sandwich
Branch shortly, and details are being arranged.
The meeting concluded, a little practice shooting was
engaged in by some of the members. Our thanks are
due to the Margate Rifle Club, who were on the range.

Canterbury Branch
Our Monthly Meeting was held on October
1st with Major Parratt in the Chair and some
18 members attending. Although only a short
session a number of suggestions were discussed,
including the all important Christmas Draw.
This is now well under way and any member
wishing to help by making gifts for prizes
please get in touch with the Secretary. Any
kind of gift will be appreciated.
(icontinued on page vi.)
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Beneath Bell Harry.
THE past month is
* notable in that it
marks the retirement
of Capt. (now Honor
ary Major) C. Bossom.
He graduated to a
Regular Commission
in The Buffs through
the
Supplementary
Reserve which he
joined as a Second
Lieutenant in 1936.
Throughout the war
he was one of the
mainstays of the 11th
Battalion, which was
converted into the 89th Lt. A.A. Regiment in
1941, and graced the ranks of the Royal
Artillery until the end of the war in Europe
when he immediately set sail to join the 2nd
Battalion in the Far East.

After two gay years in the tropics, he returned to
England to spend the last year of his military career
at the Depot. All who have attended social functions
at the Depot during this year will bear witness to their
success, which has alone been the result of his hard
work and enthusiasm. What his future is to be is, at
the moment of going to press, obscure, but whether he
enters Lloyds, embarks into politics, emigrates to
America or stays at home to look after the food and the
flowers, he is assured of the best wishes of all Buffs.
To mark his departure, a small dinner party was held
in the M$ss, attended by Colonels Q. E. F. Oliver and
T. R. Reid, and at the end of the week the Commanding
Officer entertained some thirty guests at what turned
out to be a most successful cocktail party.
Otherwise, the month has on the whole been a quiet
one. We have beenbusy in sorting the Regimental
silver which has been in store since the beginning of the
War, into three categories for approval by the Regi
mental Committee. These categories are : (a) Of use now
to the 1st Battalion or Depot ; (b) not of immediate use,
but to be banked for possible requirements in the
future ; and (c) of no practical use and to be disposed of.
The last category consists largely of vast dish covers
and other emblems of a bygone era, all of which are of
no historical or sentimental importance. A list of items
in category (a) is being sent to the 1st Battalion so that
they can take their pick.

{Photo by Kentish Gazette &> Canterbury Press)
80 NOT OUT
InPensioner Norman recently celebrated his 80th birthday. The party was held at 38
Broad Street, Canterbury, where he had been staying with Sergeant and Mrs. Shaw for
two weeks.
Mr. Tritton, cook at the Canterbury Prison, made the cake, the ingredients for which
were supplied by friends.
,
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Visitors during the month have included Colonel
C. R. B. Knight, who spent two days collecting inform
ation for his History which, we are told, is unlikely to
appear in print for a matter of two years ; and Major
and Mrs. J. Lewis, guests of the C.O. over the weekend
of his cocktail iparty. We are also glad to see that
members of the 4th Battalion are taking advantage of
their honorary membership of the Mess.
In the world of sport we notice that the exertions of
the Medical Officer and Sgt. Laker, a formidable figure
in his blue patrol shooting jacket and patent leather,
redbanded, deerstalker hat, have reduced the previously
tame and large coveys of partridge in the Old Park to a
dispirited, triggerhappy rabble.
Sergeants' Mess
We must offer our sincere apologies for failing to put
in an appearance last month, but activities have been
very low. This month we can only write about a series
of failures, having lost three darts matches, two with
the Canterbury Battalion of the Home Guard, one away
and one at home ; also one away with the Canterbury
Branch of the Past and Present Association. In another
field of sport we have to acknowledge a further failure.
The Rank and File beat us at hockey in a game of
sixaside. Perhaps we have some excuse here, as the
R.S.M. was unable to play.
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Further activities include a darts match with the
Heme Bay Branch of the Past and Present Association.
We hope to be able to report a more favourable result
in the next issue of these notes.
The R.S.M. and his torch are due to go on show at
the local cinema on Thursday at a Premier of the
Olympic Games film. It is. wondered whether the show
will end at the back of the Flying Horse.
There will be a Bonfire and Firework Display on 5th
November for the children living in Married Quarters.
The following. Winter Social functions have been
arranged :—A Whist Drive to take place on Tuesday
twice a month. A Dance to be held on a Saturday once
a month ; and Badminton every fortnight on Thursdays.
We have to offer our heartiest congratulations to
Sgt. Brown on his setting out in the career of matri
mony.

It is hard to realise that the Summer is over for the
Brigade Training Battalion at Shorncliffe, but despite
many dull days with overcast skes our Summer activities
have been in no way restricted.
It was with regret that in early October we said
goodbye to Lieut.Colonel P. H. Macklin, who left us
%

Photo by Lambert Weston & Sont Ltd.
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on reaching the age limit for command to assume the
appointment of D.P.M. British Troops, Austria. We wish
him and Mrs. Macklin every good luck in the future
while at the same time welcoming Lieut.Colonel A.
Martyn, R.W.K., who has now assumed command of the
battalion.
The battalion have had a busy and successful Summer
in the field of sport. The Cricket XI played 34 matches,
of which only three were lost, and Lieut. Shepherd and.
Lieut. Shearburri are to be congratulated on playing on
a number of occasions for Sussex and Kent 2nd XI's
respectively.
During J une the battalion provided a team to represent
Eastern Command in the interCommand Obstacle Race,
which was one of the events of the Royal Tournament at
Olympia. We are pleased to be able to report that this
team won all its eight matches against other Command
teams, thus winning the competition for Eastern
Command. In addition to the above success, the
battalion also won the Eastern Command Basket Ball
Championship as well as providing a number of members
for the District and Command Swimming and Athletic
Teams.
During the last week in August a very successful
Married Families' Outing took place at Dymchurch.
The outing took the form of games, bathing, entertain
ments, and tea on the beach, and was thoroughly
enjoyed by all who were able to attend.

ROOM

During June, a meeting of all Colonels of the Home
Counties Group took place in London, presided over by
MajorGeneral the Hon. P. G. Scarlett, Colonel of The
Buffs. This meeting was a great success, allowing a
number of Group policy matters to be discussed and
agreed. Probably the most interesting item agreed was
the proposal to adopt a Group flash which will be worn
by all members of the Group. The new sign that has
now been approved by all Colonels is a crest with seven
sides which aim to represent the seven regiments of the
Group, forming a ring around part of the Arms of the
City of London.
A recent suggestion has been made that in the Spring
of 1949 a Home Counties Group Golf Meeting should be
held at Littlestone, Kent, open to all Officers, past and
present, of the regiments of the Group. This matter is
now being considered by regiments and further inform
ation will be published at a later date.
During the Summer the battalion have been pleased
to receive visits from MajorGeneral the Hon. P. G.
Scarlett, Colonel of The Buffs ; Colonel W. V. Palmer,
Acting Colonel The Queen's Own ; and*Colonel M.
Browne, Colonel The Middlesex Regiment. These visits
are always very popular with all ranks of the battalion.
%

It is unfortunate that every few months always sees
the departure of a number of old friends of the battalion,
and it is with regret that we have had to say goodbye
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to Majors Kealey and Brock, Captains Irwin and
Randall, R.S.M. Tasker and DrumMajor Pattenden.
All ranks wish them the best of fortune in their new
appointments.
In conclusion, it is felt that it may be of interest to all
regiments if an order of Battle in the senior appointments
in the battalion are published. This is given below with
parent regiments of personnel shown in brackets.
C.O.
2nd i/c
O.C. "A" Coy.
O.C. "B" Coy.
O.C. "C" Coy.
O.C. "D" Coy.
O.C. H.Q. Coy.
O.C. 2 (D) Coy.
O.C. 3 (H) Coy.
Training Officer
Adjutant
R.S.M.
R.Q.M.S.
R.Q.M.S.
O.R.Q.M.S.
Bandmaster
DrumMajor

Lieut.Colonel A. Martyn
Major R. Guy, M.C.
Major F. Halliday
Major S. Rose
Major H. Marsh
Major D. Nolda
Captain W. Grimshaw
Major P. Lewis
Major B. Wills
Major E. C. W. Thomas,
O.B.E.
Captain D. N. Court
McCloughlin
Grubb
Barham
Catt
Jackson
Watts

R.W.K.
Surreys
Surreys
R.F.
Middlesex
Middlesex
R.W.K.
The Buffs
The Buffs
R.W.K.
The Buffs
Middlesex
R.W.K.
The Buffs
The Buffs
R.W.K.
R.W.K.

Buffs and R.F. Training Company
{~AUR designation is now rather misleading,
^^as our last intakes have been completely
R.E.M.E. and we understand several more
such intakes are to be expected, before we
revert to normal and handle recruits for The
Buffs and R.F. only.
An omission from previous company notes which
I wish to rectify is the mention of the departure of
C.S.M. O'Keefe from our company. He left some
months ago to take a post with the R.E.M.E. Training
Depot in Devon. He gave outstanding service tb the
company during his tour, here and had always striven
to keep The Buffs flag flying. He would never believe
that the nonappearance of the Daily Herald in the
Regimental Room was not a deliberate political move on
my part. We hope he will carry on dropping in to see us.
The Dragon in this issue publishes a photograph of
the Regimental Room which we have built up here at
Shorncliffe. It is designed largely as a writing and
rest room for the trainees, and also for the teaching of
the regimental history of both regiments. In the photo
graph, the right hand wall is devoted to The Buffs—
uniform plates, battle honours, weapons and paintings
of regimental interest; and the left to the Fusiliers.
All the work in the room has been done by trainees as
they have passed through, and it is much appreciated
in the company. We are shortly getting an open brick
fireplace in place of the stove, and are then "boxingin"
the iron crossstays in an attempt to make them look
like old rafters—a job I view with a certain amount
of trepidation. We will be very glad to welcome any
Buffs who may be passing through, and shew them
round. Any suggestions for improvement will also be
gratefully received, as our box of ideas is very nearly
exhausted.
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1st Battalion.
THE event transcending
* all others this month
was, of course, the amalga
mation of the 1st and 2nd
Battalions, on the arrival of
a cadre from the 1st Bat
talion in the Dilwara bearing
with them the 1st Battalion
Colours. A description of
the actual disembarkation
and reception of the Colours
is 'given elsewhere, in this
number. This milestone in
the long history of the
Regiment, sad though it
may be, will, it is hoped, be
fittingly marked by a full scale Trooping of the
Colour in December..
The Dilwara also brought us a draft of eleven officers,
two warrant officers and 76 O.R.s, and, on sailing, bore
away from us Major Majendie, whose robust presence
will be much missed from the sports grounds of Hong
Kong. The officers whom we had the opportunity of
welcoming on the arrival of the Dilwara were :—Lieut.
Barrett, Captain Martin, Captain ffrenchBlake, Lieut.
Leonard, Lieut. Gatehouse, 2/Lieuts. Ware, Clarke,
Yorke, Mount, Houston and Spankie.
Except for Lieut. Leonard, who has left us to go on a
course to Singapore, the disposal of these officers,
together with those already with us, is shewn on the list
of officers below.
September has otherwise been a month of routine
training and guards. "B" Company have come back
from their training camp in the New Territories, to be
replaced "in the wilds" by "C" Company. Our turn
for finding the guards on Government House and Flag
staff House (the residence of the G.O.C.) has once more
come round.
In addition to our normal commitments, we are
becoming increasingly "Internal Security"minded and
training to be of assistance to the Civil Power, if this
should unfortunately become necessary.
This month we provided a Guard of Honour for the
C.inC. British Pacific Fleet on his departure to Sing
apore, which was warmly compliment on its turnout
and bearing. Apart from this we have little to report
this month and will therefore close by sending all Buffs
a special greeting from the (now) 1st Battalion.

List of Officers and their Duties
C.O.
2 i/c
Adjutant
I.O.
Adm. Officer

Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry
Major B. H. Craig, P.R.I., Welfare
Captain N. F. GordonWilson, M.B.E.
Lieut. P. J. Goss
Captain G. A. McGrath, Sports Officer,
Messing Officer
W.T.O.
'
Lieut. S. M. Chapman, Cadre Officer
Padre
Rev. L. F. Foot, C.F.
M.O.
Captain J. R. Milne, R.A.M.C.
Q.M.
Major (Q.M.) L. J. Williams
O.C. "MQ" Coy. Major N. T. Bailey, Recruiting Officer
M.T.O.
Lieut. S. J. Squire, Swimming Officer
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Signals Officer
Mortar Officer
O.C. "A" Coy.
2 i/c "A" Coy.
PI. Comd.
PI. Comd.
PI. Comd.
O.C. "B" Coy.
2 i/c "B" Coy.
Pt. Comd.
PL Comd.
PI. Comd.
PL Comd. 
O.C. "C" Coy.
2 i/c "C" Coy.
Pl. Comd.
Pl. Comd.
PL Comd.
Pl. Comd.
O.C. "D" Coy.
2 i/c "D" Coy.
Pl. Comd.
Pl. Comd.
Pl. Comd.
Pl. Comd.

Captain F. de R. Morgan, M.C.,
Cricket Officer, P.M.C.
Lieut. D. P. R. Barrett
Captain P. M. J. Harrison, M.C.,
Fire and P.A.D. Officer
Captain W. R. L. Harries, SubEditor
Dragon Notes, and Education Officer
Lieut. H. R. Gatehouse
2/Lieut. A. P. Mills, Boxing Officer
2/Lieut. J. S. Gray
Major B. J. Harris St. John
Capt. H. N. McLeod Martin
Lieut. W. F. Brigstocke
2/Lieut. N. J. Frey
2/Lieut. J. H. Pappin
2/Lieut. J. A. Ware
Major J. G. Atkinson, O.B.E.
Captain R. E. Papworth
2/Lieut. C. M. G. Cox
2/Lieut, G. M. C. Mount
2/Lieut. T. P. Houston
2/Lieut. D. R. S. Spankie
Captain K. N. S. Wilson, Rugby
Officer
Captain M. A. O'B. ffrench Blake,
Band President
2/Lieut. J. M. C. Lee
2/Lieut. W. J. Mowbray
2/Lieut. G. Clarke
2/Lieut. J. E. Yorke

Sergeants' Mess
The most important event of the month was the
arrival of the Dilwara, which brought us the Colours
of the 1st Battalion, the ceremonial reception of which
was more than slightly dampened by one of our small
showers ! ! which we are apt to get at this time of the
year. Nevertheless, we are all very proud to have them
with us again, and perhaps on December 18th, when it
has been decided to "Troop" them, the weather gods will
be slightly more considerate, and we shall be able to give
them the honours due to them and that grand old
battalion.
Also on the same boat arrived many new members',
some old Buffs, some young Buffs, and some from other
regiments. Names are too numerous to mention here,
but we welcome them otie and all, and hope that theii;
stay with us will be a happy one and give them many
pleasant memories for the future.
Two sporting events of the month were two encounters
with the Officers. At hockey we proved the better team,
beating them 5—3. Nothing daunter, they immediately
challenged us at soccer before we were hardly off the
field. At this they were almost too good for us, but a
late goal by Bandmaster Foster saved the day, resulting
in a draw 2—2.
Behind the Officers' Mess, the Officers can be seen
feverishly practising at cricket. Third time lucky,
perhaps ?
The 4th September saw the departure of Sgt.
(Reference) Diamond. Needless to say, things are much
more quiet. Rumour has it that the inhabitants of
Bordon, Hants., are planning the soundproofing of their
homes.
We also understand that our O.R.S. is seriously
contemplating a transfer to the Royal Navy. Maybe
he has visions of becoming batman to a Lieutenant
Commander. This would save him much walking !

Besides gaining many new members this month, we
regret the loss of an old and very worthy member of our
Messrs. C.S.M. (Ginger) Mawson is leaving us on
October 1st to take up duties with the H.K.C.T.U.
Good luck to you, Ginger! Their gain is our very great
loss. .
And so for the present we leave you, happy in the
glorious sunshine, marvellous scenery, and unbounded
supplies of wordly goods to be had in this wonderful
Island Home of ours.
H.Q. Company
BATTALION ORDERLY ROOM

We have been honoured with the arrival of two.
members from the new draft into our Company Office.
Namely L/Cpl. Lagnado and Pte. Willcox. They are a
welcome addition to the sadly depleted and hard
working staff.
Two members of the staff had. a very welcome break
from the work when they went on a burial party.
No outstanding sportsman in the office during the
past month, but as rugby once' again rolls into view—
well, we shall see !
M.T. SECTION
During the middle of the month our old friends Pte.
Williams and Bridges, and Cpl. Francis, were already
packed and waiting for the homeward bound boat to
the U.K. But they did not. sail owing to the three
months slow up of Demob. So hear's wishing them
better luck next time.
We welcome our gay Cpl. Press and Pte. Coates, who
are now unit fitters, and we heartily hope they have a
pleasant stay while with us. Cpl. Harris has just finished
an M.T: Course at Singapore and will be shortly taking
over from L/Cpl. Mott at Murray Barracks.
Our drivers at Lo Wu have been changed, and Ptes.
Rivers, Cotton, Pinn and Holloway are now in the
place of Ptes. Fayon, Griffiths, Williams and Gould.
Pte. Hurst, our Swede Basher, is now the driver of
the station wagon which has just come out of workshops.
Swedey is now as happy as a sandboy and is eagerly
awaiting jobs.
The M.T. have just had two points marked up against
the rest of the company. Ptes. Coates and Soars, being
the smartest men on guard, have had the honour of
being the C.O.'s Stick Orderly.
Pte. Glayzer, our bus driver, has left his bus for a few
days and has gone on the range at Lo Wu. Instead of
blowing dirt out of petrol pipes he is now blowing peas
out of his peashooter.
The M.T.O. (Lieut. Squires) has just been dn a ten
days' holiday and during his absence Sgt. Clarke took
over. What with holidays, wine, women and song, we
all hope the M.T.O. had a very enjoyable time.

SIGNAL PLATOON

First of all, joy of jo^, a boat has gone without
taking any of our members with it. This is indeed a
surprise and an asset to us. We are very sadly lacking in
inventive and constructive talent (apologies, of course,
to "Edison Hodder' and "Samuel Morse Shechy"), and
what we have we would quite obviously like to hold
on to.
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END DRY SCALP
See what a mess Dry Scalp
can make of your hair! It
takes out all the life and
gloss, and makes it hard to
comb. It won't stay in place.
Bits of loose dandruff show,
mostly at the parting. And,
even worse, there's dandruff
on your tunic.

SAFETY
MATCHES

and see the
difference!
Now see the difference when
you end Dry Scalp with
'Vaseline'Brand Hair Tonic.
Hair is easy to comb and
looks well dressed. Dandruff
disappears. Simply massage
gently with 'Vaseline' Hair
Tonic every morning. A
little goes a long way.

THE MATCH FOR THE

BRITISH FORCES

Vaseline HAIR TONIC
The Dressing that Ends Dry Scalp
ASK FOR IT AT YOUR NAAFI
Chesebrough Mfg. Co. Ltd.
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THAT'S FOR.
BEING A
GOOD SOLDIER

A NASTY

It's Time You Took Some i

VENO'S!
A nasty cough can pull you down.
It's time you took some VENO'S!
You will quickly feel better as
VENO'S relieves those coughing
attacks, soothes thesoreness in the
chest and ends that tickling in the
throat. If you cough badly at
night, take a dose when you go to
bed. VENO'S is really splendid
for COUGHS, "CHESTY"COLDS,
BRONCHITIS, HOARSENESS and
NIGHT COUGHS.

VENO'S Lightning
COUGH MIXTURE

CADBDRYS Chocolate

The dependable
FAMILY standby
for over 50 years

THE DRAGON
Our R.S.O., Captain F. de R. Morgan, has just left
us to take a short course at Singapore, and we would
like to take this opportunity to wish him every success.
Dick D.R. Delaney and Milo Allen are still flying
around the island on the "Old Flying Bedsteads", but
it seems that a short while ago when Milo and Wings
Colyer went on a'"Combined Operation" a little differ
ence of opinion arose and a boxing match was arranged,
which "lucky" for someone, fell through. Never mind
though, boys—better luck next time !
A few days ago "left arm round" Short upheld his
reputation in the Battalion Cricket Trial by "Pinning
down" four wickets, and Brownie also made quite a
show and so also did Wings, who was heard to remark
as umpire, of course) : Sorry I gave an OUT decision,
Mr. Gray, but I really did think you'd hit it"*.
To finish off this month's very graphic account
of the platoon's activity, I must tell you a little about
our "Task Force" which we sent to Lo Wu this month
to do a field firing course. The highlight of the escapade
(apart from the water, paddy fields, rain and hills, of
course) was the fact that Sgt. Streemes and Sgt. Noy
were reputed to have polluted, and made a path, for
half of the "Dragons and Evil Spirits" of China to
wander along scaring the wits out of the poor innocent
"Tiddly Winks" living. But the local headman soon
put things in shape by gathering what appeared to be
the whole of the female population of the village to
scatter incense behind them to put off the "Dragons
and Evil Things". (I have, by the way, heard it said
that "Truth is stranger than fiction1', but that I leave
to you to judge for yourselves). In all though, the firing
was pretty good and it was a very fitting way for our
"Old hands" to be officially qualified as Signallers and
Infantrymen for their two stars.
MORTAR PLATOON

An exciting month attached to "B" Company in
camp at Lo Wu, where the high light was a mortar shock
demonstration to "B" Company with the Adjutant
supervising as Mortar Platoon Commander. The field
training was .excellent preparation for the Novices'
Boxing, at which the Mortar Platoon did exceptionally
well and were complimented by the Commanding
Officer. We are providing 50% of the firers for the H.Q."
team in the Lo Wu Field: Firing Competition on the 8th
October ; it's in the bag.
We welcome to the platoon the Mortar Officer, Lieut.
Barrett, and Cpl. Spanner and Ptes. Day and Smith.
Q.M.'s DEPARTMENT
This month has been fairly quiet for Q.M.'s, and the
old wheels continue to turn in their own and peculiar
way. In the middle of the month we said goodbye
temporarily to L/Cpl. Tubby Whitewood, who has
departed to Singapore to learn how to clear drains more
effectively. We welcome Pte. Wilson into our ranks,
who has just arrived from England on the Dilwara.
On the 15th of the month the Brigadier held his
Annual Administration Inspection of the battalion.
His Staff Captain visited us and spent the whole morning
with the Q.M. He departed at lunchtime mumbling
vague but horrible threats at Ordnance Depot.
The weather has been our greatest opponent on the
playing fields this month. Too many times has "rain
stopped play" or never allowed it to commence. We did
manage to field a team to play the Cooks at soccer,
and to teach them a few tricks of the trade to the tune
of 4 goals to 3.
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EDUCATION CENTJLE

After covering the walls of the Education Centre with
articles and maps covering the whole, we hope, of
present World Affairs, we have been suddenly con
fronted with an ultimatum from the I.O.'s Ambassador to
tell folks something about the Education Centre itself !
Try condensing the histories of countries and continents
into two hundredword articles over a period of four
weeks and then be suddenly, called upon to expand on
an inoffensivelooking place like our department. Then
you'll know how we feel. Following an incident the
other day when, prepared as we were to pinpoint on a
map or elaborate any detail in the South China Morning
Post, we were met with the stonewaller, "Is it right that
the Pioneers are moving, and if so, where are they
going ?" We cannot help feeling that someone's trying
to catch us out !
Fifth Columnists are undoubtedly active these days.
Our World Intelligence Expert, noting that the "catching
out queries" date from the first entry of defaulters into
the Education Department {or scrubbing out purposes
only has resulted in our submission of a strongly worded
letter to the President of the Defaulter Committee.
But let's get on with the job and stop moaning.
Unit Educational Statistics show the battalion to be
on a par with a cross section of the people in England,
and that is that 50 per cent, are educationally below the
standard of an eleven years old child—based on
arithmetic and writing ; onethird of the unit are border
ing on semiilliteracy ; whilst one man in two hundred
is almost illiterate. Unfortunately, many of our back
ward are content to remain so, failing to foresee a time
when the nine year old son or daughter comes to realise
that Pop isn't so "allknowing" after all. Few of us
realise, in fact, that "passed Matric", in twenty years
time, will no longer be a rare qualification.
It is a great relief to us, therefore, when a fellow comes
in to say that he is determined to improve himself
educationally. There are thirty of these latter in the
unit; three attending Russian Classes at the Forces'
Centre, Kowloon ; eight working for the Forces' Prelim
inary Certificate, whilst the remainder, in various stages
of ability, are seeking general improvement or after
outside certificates. 'Nufl said re statistics.
More moans. We have the men, the tools but no
timber—no Woodwork Class. We have the tools, the
paper but no men—no Art Class. We have the men, the
paper but no tools—no Geometry Class.
Anyway, folks, roll up ih your scores and we'll find a
way out.

"A" Company
We begin our contribution this month in an unhappy
note in having to bid farewell to C.S.M. Mawson, who
has left for Extra Regimental Employment after a
three months stay in the company. There is no doubt
that the company benefited considerably in having
"Ginger" as Company SergeantMajor for the first three
months of its life, and the R.S.M.'s remarks on "drill
improvement" are due to the care he lavished on us in
our early days. In his place, we welcome C.S.M.
Holdsworth, from "C" Company. We need hardly add
that it wasn't long before the football team were jumping
to it, under his encouragement.
We also welcome Lieut. Gatehouse, Sgt. Berrett, Sgt.
Payne, Cpl. Lawrence and fourteen others from the
Dilwara draft, and hope their stay with us will be a
long and enjoyable one. Various people have left us
since August, and so the conjpany has .been reorganised
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with the new arrivals in No. 3 Platoon, together with
others who have missed training on account of sickness,
etc. It is to be hoped that they will soon catch up on
Nos. 1 and 2 Platoons, who are going to Stonecutter's
Island during October for Rifle and Bren Classification.
Next issue, we hope to be able to report our success
in the Hong Kong Field Firing Competition. Despite
our old enemy, the typhoon, valuable practice was put
in at Lo Wu Camp, and the team are "sweating on the
top line". Rumour has it that the team also carried
out "obstacle" training while at Lo Wu, and the non
swimmers in the team are seeking instruction !
In the sporting world, heartiest congratulations to
the Novice Boxers, particularly Cpl. Smith and Pte.
Gibson. Although "A" Company were not represented
in the front rank at the prizegiving, everyone who
entered gave a good account of themselves and
thoroughly deserved the applause they received. We
are now settling down to win the Harris Shield.
No. 1 PLATOON
The last month has not been a very sporting month,
owing to inclement weather, but the platoon hasimproved
so far as training is concerned. We are in the midst of
the monsoon rains, and we go about our work with a
good heart, and full of smiles. At present, we are having
a change round in the platoon.

No. 3 PLATOON
Owing to the platoon being newlyformed, it is
somewhat difficult to write interesting notes for this
edition. However, we hope that the little news we have
to offer here will be increased by the next issue.
Just recently, a few members of the platoon joined
other members of Nos. 1 and 2 Platoons to take part
in a practice shoot in readiness for an interunit shooting
competition, which is to be held at Lo Wu. The results
of the practice were promising and everyone here is
feeling confident of winning. Training goes on, despite
the heavy rain periods. Sport suffers from these con
ditions, though several times just recently the football
pitch has had to be put out of bounds. Nevertheless,
the spirit is still there and come rain or heat, we will
have our sport.
"C" Company
Well, here we are stuck in the mountains doing bags
of training. "What for ?" Haven't you heard ? Our
Intelligence Officer will bring you into the picture if
you are interested.
The Mendoza Twins (dear, dear, dear, dear !) they
have done it again. They have just made a lovely
replica of the Regimental cap badge, and believe me
when the Company Commander gave them £5. Well,
you couldn't see either of them for stoor. (For all you
people who can't speak English, stoor means dust.)

We welcome to the platoon 2/Lieut. Gray and Sgt.
Brown (Topper). Also Cpl. Lawrence, a recent arrival
from the U.K., exlst Battalion, in Greece. May their
stay with us be a long and welcome one. Leaving the
platoon is Sgt. Watson, who is posted to "C" Company
out in the wilds of Lo Wu, and we sincerely hope his
welcome there will be as good as that of "A" Company.
The interplatoon transfers include Cpl. Mannering to
No. 3 Platoon. His stay with Sgt. Elson should be a
homely one.

The company congratulates Pte. Young on the
wonderful show he put up on winning the Lightweight
Contest (Novices' Boxing). Congrats, are also due to
Ptes. Floyd and Holmewood, who put up a very good
show but were unlucky.

During this month, there was a Novices' Boxing
Competition, and we thank Cpls. Smith and Brennan
for competing for this. Good fights were put up and were
enjoyed by the audience. In the near future, when
boxing tournaments come again, Pte. Dunne will most
probably compete with little encouragement.

Who knocked over the Chinese Cemetery when the
company were doing a night stunt ? Ask the Sergeant
Major.
We welcome into our midst Lieuts. Mount, Houston
and Spankie, who we hope will settle down to carry
on the good work of their predecessors.

No. 2 PLATOON
Under our Platoon Commander, 2/Lieut. Mills, our
platoon has finally settled down.
Our work here so far mainly consists of Weapon
Training, Fieldcraft, Guards and Sports. There is a
great keenness throughout the platoon whilst training,
and every night everybody scans B.O.s to see if they
have earned themselves another "Star".
Sgt. Killick and Cpl. Dean of the platoon have the
Married Quarter "craze" and one can always hear them
muttering "77 points, 9 more months to go".
No. 2 Platoon has greatly contributed to the athletic
successes of the company, and we have three members
# who play football for the company—right back, Paddy
Keogh ; centreforward, Cpl. "Dixie" Dean ; and inside
right Cpl. Caudell. Pte. Gibson was runnerup in the
welterweight of the Novices' Boxing Competition, after
a very good fight.
We are assured that when Platoon Competitions start,
our platoon will be well ahead.

L/Cpl. Smith, who has now attained the dizzy heights
of LanceCorporal, has sent and told his family to come
out of that twelveroomed apartment and buy a mansion.
Oh yes, he can do it. He was Pay Clerk for a while.
9

Lo Wu was a very nice camp until it rained. Oh, yes,
it rained ! and we were glad. Well ! it isn't every day
you get a rum ration.
Now that the sport season has started, "C" is having
plenty of training so that we can be to the fore in all
battalion competitions. We expect to lift the Harris
Shield this year, so the other companies had better
look out. We are training for the Command Shoot and
I think that it is a waste of time for the other companies
to enter.
So ends another month of notes, and we are looking,
forward to next month, then we can tell you by how
many points we beat the rest of the battalion in the
Command Shoot.
"D" Company.
At long last Python rules and a shipping list has over
taken the Company Commander and Major Majendie is
now on the high se^s on his way home. One of the
oldest members of the company, he will be sadly missed
in all of the company sports teams. We can only wish
him the very best of luck and a very pleasant journey
and hope that he enjoyed his stay as much as we all
enjoyed serving under him.

To Captain Wilson, who has assumed the vacant
chair, we wish to extend a hearty welcome. We have
heard that he also is somewhat of an allrounder and we
can expect to see a lot of him in the various Harris
Shield Competitions taking place in the future.
New arrivals in the company have been many during
the past month, and to name them all would take up
too much space. A few, however% we would like to
mention* and to all, whether their names are mentioned
or not, We extend the same sincere welcome and hope
your stay with us will be a long and happy one. The
first one, Captain ffrench Blake, recently arrived from
England complete with family, will be remembered by
many old 1st Battalion members and many who passed
through the I.T.C. and P.T.C. at Canterbury. With him
came 2/Lieut. Clarke and 2/Lieut. York, Sgts. Whittle
and Clarke and several N.C.O.s and men from different
drafts.
Sport has been confined mainly during the past
month to interplatoon knockouts and friendly games.
We did manage to field a team against "A" Company
in the Harris Shield Football League, but the match
had to be abandoned at halftime with us leading by
one goal. Judging from the form displayed, we should
after two or three games be able to produce a formidable
team and a team that should get us well up to the head
of the league.
Our boxing team, ui^der the capable direction of Sgt.
Richards, continues to train and should acquit them
selves well when the competition takes place.
We spent a very enjoyable morning on Sunday last,
the 3rd October, when we took a hockey team over to
the Central British school and played against a team of
exscholars. A very clean and fast game played on a
really excellent field and with some really brilliant
play by Lieut. Clarke gave us victory by 3 goals to 1.
We congratulate all those of the company who took
part in the InterCompany Swimming Competition
and especially to Pte. Pirie, who came second in the
three lengths free style.
Training is rearing its ugly head again and we are now
making preparations for a month's sojourn in the New
Territories to carry out Platoon and Company Training.

weeks in the following towns and it is hoped
that members of the Pastv and Present
Association will lend us their support :—
Folkestone
21st—27th November, 1948
Sittingbourne 21st—27th November, 1948
Canterbury
10th—17th February, 1949
Ashford
12th—19th February, 1949
Margate and
Ramsgate
February, 1949
Captain Watts has arrived from Chester to take over
the duties of Q.M. from Major Burt. This lengthy process
has now begun but it will take a long time to complete
owing to our numerous out stations. As a result we hope
to have Tom with us until the end of the month : Old
soldiers never die, they simply fade away.
On the first of this month, the Home Counties District
held a Boxing Competition and the battalion was the
only T.A. unit to be represented. Our representatives
were Sgts. DenverFedder and Muers, both from "S"
Company. The former obtained a walkover in the
heavyweight class, whilst the latter reached the semi
final in the welterweight class. We hope next year to
be able to enter a full team provided we can get enough
kit for training purposes.
H.Q. Company
H.Q. Company has very little for its readers this
month, as things have been very quiet. We have lost
from the company Ptes. Baker and Morgan, who have
just signed on the dotted line for five years in the
Regular Army. We wish them all the very best of luck
and hope they will soon get settled down in their
regiments.
We welcome to the company Pte. (exCpl.) Cheeseman,
an old 4th Battalion man in the days of Malta ; also Pte.
Johnson, and we hope they enjoy their stay with the
T.A.
We had during the month a miniature range shoot
which was enjoyed by everyone, but noone came up to
the 1inch group standard. Yes, the cigs. are still there,
Dingers.
''A" Company

4th Battalion.
THE autumnal recruiting
* campaign for the Terri
torial Army has now opened
with strong appeals by the
Minister for War and the
C.I.G.S. for a target of
150,000 trained men by 1st
April, 1949. While we are
not being swamped with
recruits our numbers are
rising steadily and the first
two weeks of October have
proved encouraging. "B"
and "S" Companies (Sitting
/&#/
bourne and Cranbrook) have
shewn useful increases whilst
"A" Company (Thanet) steadily adds to its
numbers. It is planned to hold recruiting

'JHE Bl]rn3

We are glad to report a slight, very slight, increase
in strength this month, and though the Foreign Secretary
has done his best to frighten the nation into a sense of
urgency, we are a little disappointed to find there has
not exactly been a "flocking back to the Colours".
Heaven knows, the writer of these notes didn't join the
Territorial Army for the purpose of going to war, but one
is beginning to wonder that there are not a few more old
soldiers and young men who should be beginning to
think a little more seriously about the situation. There
is a rumour circulating in "A" Company (started, we
believe), by the Company Commander) that the A.T.S.
Company which is being formed at Canterbury is to have
a detachment in this part of the world. If that doesn't
start a move towards better recruiting, we don't know
what will. We hope by the next issue of these notes to
be able to say more on this most interesting subject.
UB"

Company

"B" Company strength is slowly waxing strong.
We now have four new recruits and more to come at
Sittingbourne, and two applications at Whitstable.
2/Lieut. W. G. G. Lewis is commanding the platoon
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at Whitstable and he is getting things organised for a
recruiting drive there. We hope to attract quite a lot
of attention arid interest in Whitstable because we have
only been able to open our new centre there with the
arrival of 2/Lieut. W. G. G. Lewis.
We are pleased to report that Pte. W. G. Lairibert has
recently become a Daddy. We offer our congratulations
to him and his wife on the birth of their first child.
Major Proctor has returned from his Tactics a refreshed
man, we trust.
Our Club is now well and truly established. We are
looking forward to entertaining other companies in the
coming Darts and Shooting League Competitions.

"D" Company
With the close of the summer season, our winter
training programme is coming into operation with a
swing, and many of our members who have not been
able to attend as regularly as they would wish, are now
at drills once more.
Recruiting, too, has shown a sudden and we hope
permanent spurt, and we are glad to welcome Mr.
Holmes as a probable future member. Others, too,
have made enquiries, and we hope to announce their
inclusion later.
The company is renewing old contacts from prewar
days, and we were glad to have the honour of a talk on
Regimental History from Captain Coote, a former O.C.
of the Company, and Chairman of the Hythe Past and
Present Association.
Tentative plans are on foot for the opening of a full
time recruiting office in Folkestone, to be run by our
selves and one or more other local T.A. companies, and
in this we should like to ask any old Buffs who have the
time and inclination to help in staffing it, to contact us
at the Drill Hall, Shellons Street, Folkestone, Telephone
Number Folkestone 3044.
We had a very enjoyable evening with "S" Company
in Ashford at their invitation, when we regret to say
they beat us at shooting.
There is a plan to open a Company Museum and
Information Room in conjunction with The Buffs Club
here. Anyone who has exhibits which they care to loan
us for the purpose may rest assured that we will treat
all items with great care.
On the social side, a party for members of the com
pany and their wives has been planned for the middle of
October, and we have also made arrangements for an
Armistice Night Dance on the 11th November at the
Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone. Full details will be sent to
everyone we can manage, at a later date, but we should
be glad to see as many wellknown faces as possible.

"S" Company
The coming of the darker evenings have brought with
them our agricultural members who during the summer
months we lost. They have also brought with them
Sunday morning training parades. Our last one proved
most successful and well repaid the effort entailed in
preparation.
On the 16th, "D" Company came over to Ashford to
shoot against us on the miniature range and after a
close struggle I am pleased to say we managed to beat
them by a short head. They retaliated, however, by
proving themselves superior dart players. Altogether a
most enjoyable evening.

Recruiting seems to have taken a turn for the better,
and interest in this area seems to be slowly awakening.
During the last month we have enlisted two recruits and
numerous enquiries have been made. Our Bren carriers,
complete with recruiting boards, have been doing
sterling service "showing the flag" in the Ashford
district, and on Saturday we propose to carry our
activities further into the Weald.
Pte. McLeod has left us for some six weeks dr so to
attend a course of driving instruction.
Sergeants Muers and DenverFedder, have both
been busy tuning themselves up in readiness for the
Area Boxing Competition. We expect great things
from them both.
P.S.—Sgt. Muers reached the semifinal and Sgt.
DenverFedder was fortunate enough to get a bye
straight into the final, where he was awarded a walk
over as his opponent was injured. This did not please
our champion, who would have much preferred to fight
his way to victory, but no doubt he will get a chance
later on.
P. & P. A., Canterbury Branch—continuedfrom p. 231
At the conclusion of the meeting, crib, darts and bar
billiards were in full swing.
A number 'of darts matches have been played, the
most important one being the InterBranch Tournament
against Dover Branch, which we won after a very keen
struggle. The Canterbury team would like to express
their thanks to the Dover Branch for a very warm
welcome and an enjoyable evening.
A match was played against the Cardinal's Cap, at the
Cap, the home team winning by 4—3. We hope to take
our revenge on October 18th at the Club.
On October 16th a very simple and impressive cere
mony took place at the Club, namely the unveiling of
the Club Roll of Honour board, which contains the
names of members who have passed away during the
past few years. The unveiling was very kindly carried
out by Captain H. Whitfield, who was Chairman of the
Club for a number of years. After the board was un
veiled, respect for the departed members was shewn by
one minute's silence. The board wilL remain in its
present place for all to see at all times.
A coachload of members and their wives will leave
Canterbury on October 30th for a return visit to 'the
Medway Branch, also to do battle with that branch in
the InterBranch Darts Tournament.
It is rumoured that one member is attending night
school to learn that Thirty and an Ace does really make
Thirtyone.

Brighton Branch
A very quiet month, but a good meeting on
Monday, 4th October, with twenty members
attending and two new members (Messrs.
Billett and Harvey).
Congratulations were showered on Brown, D. J.,
and the health of his latest arrival duly drunk in "Kent's
Best".
We have at last contacted Major G. Sankey and have
hopes of getting him into the branch soon.
The annual dinner is giving us great food for thought
as to just when it will be, and what we hope to have to
eat and drink.
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THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment).
The Dragon. In each of the four corners the United R6d and White Rose ensigned witli the Imperial Crown.
Agents—Loyds Bank, Ltd., Cox's & King's Branch.

Regimental- Journal "The Dragon", Canterbury.

Regimental Association—The Past and Present Association, The Buffs, Canterbury.
Allied Regiment of The Canadian Army.
The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada.
Colonel-in-Chief
Colonel
...

...
...

...
His Majesty Frederik IX, King of Denmark
MajorGeneral Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C., ret. pay, p.s.c.

23/12/47
4/6/43

Officer Commanding, Depot The Buffs, Canterbury—Major p. p. C. Edlmann, M.C.
Regular and Militia Battalions.
Uniform—Scarlet. Facings—Buff.
1st Battalion (3rd Foot)—Hong Kong.
3rd Battalion (East Kent Militia)- Canterbury.
Territorial Army Battalions.
4th Battalion (Canterbury). Hon. Colonel
5th Battalion (In abeyance). Hon. Colonel

...
...

Unit or Appointment
LIEUTENANTCOLONELS.
§ Rice, N. D
T/Brig., Staff, Overseas.
Nicholson, T. G., C.B.E.
T/Col.
Dewar, M. P. D., M.B.E
Joint Services Staff College.
MAJORS.
Rose, A. J. D., O.B.E.
King, J. E., D.S.O
Knocker, H. S.
Coates, D. C.
Airy, E. A
Bruce, E. P. C., M.C.
EyndenBell, P. T. G.
Parry, F. W. B
Spear, T. H., O.B.E.
Parry, R. F., M.C
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O. ...
Williams, H. P
Connollv, J. F., D.S.O.
Craig, 13. H
Tuff, C. R
.Telf, A. G
Craddock, R. W., D.S.O.,
MB.E.
Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E.
Grace, H. R....
Scott, E. S., M.B.E.
Harris St. John, B. J.
Lewis, P. J. ...
Bailey N. T.
Edlmanr, E. LCM.C. ...
Edmeadts, R. W. ...
Rawlings, A. C.
...
Horley, B. M.

T/Col., G.H.Q., M.E.L.F
T/Lt.Col., Staff, U.K.
T/Lt.Col., H.Q. Malaya Command.
Pending retirement.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, U.K.
52nd Gn. R.P.C.
H.Q., Malaya Command.
T/Lt.Col., 1st Bn.
T/Lt.Col., H.Q. Gibraltar.
T/Lt.Col., War Office.
T/Lt.Col., 4th Bn.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, B.A.O.R.
T/Lt.Col., M.E.L.F.
1st Bn.
T/Lt.Col., War Office.
1st R. Sussex Regt.
T/Lt.Col., War Office.
1st Bn.
Staff, B.A.O.R.
T/Lt.Col., Staff. Overseas.
1st Bn.
H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
1st Bn.
Depot.
Mil. Mission Greece.
A.P.M., Mombasa.
War Office.
CAPTAINS.

Raver hill, R. A. C. ...
Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E.
Dendv, R. H.
Lucas. J. P
Norris, N. F. H. C. ...
Majeticiie, A. E.
Blaxland, W. G.
Gay, A. W
Montgoinerv, D.
Lindlty, P. A. N. ...
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
Poulsen , N. D.

T/Maj., Staff, U.K.
Chinese Training Unit
1st E Surrev Regt.
H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
T/Maj., Staff, Overseas.
T/Maj., H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
Depot.
K.A.R. Mauritius.
T/Maj., Staff, U.K.
Staff, Overseas.
1st Bn.
Language Course, China

§ Supernumerary.

Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D. ...
Col. R. B. Burns, T.D., D.L.

1/8/46
5/12/45

Name

Unit or Appointment
CAPTAINS—continued.
... 4th Bn.
... T/Maj, Staff, U.K.
... H.C. Bde., T Bn.
r/Maj., Student,Staff College, Camberley.
T/Maj., Student, Staff College, Camberley.
... Ministry of Supply.
... T/Maj., D.A.A. & Q.M.G., Mombasa
SubArea.
Semmence, R. G. H.
... T/Maj., Tochi Scouts, Miranshah,
Pakistan.
Court, D. N
... H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
Hadshar G. ...
War Office.
ffrench Blake, M. A. O'B. ... 1st Bn.
Jliffe, R. O
H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
GordonWilson, N. F., M.B.E. 1st Bn.
Nash, J. P.
T/Maj., Staff, Overseas.
Cox, EG., M.C.
Collins, H. A.
Critchlev, L P.
McGrath, B., M.C. ...
Critchton R.F.
May, J. F.
Worts, J. B., M.C. ...

Dent, J. E
Dubois, G. E.
Peckham, A. D
Johnson, T. S.
Squire, S. J....
Thorneyeroft, F. E....
Wilson, P. F.
Hamilton, C. M.
Willows, D. A.
Gatehouse, H. R.
Brigstocke W. F.
Philips, L.M.
Howe, L. G. ...
Griffin, C. J
Hurst, A. J. B
Webber, J. W.
Pirn, A. H. E.
StratfordTuke R. A.

LIEUTENANTS
... 1st Bn.
... T/Capt, 2/1 Gurkha Rifles, Abbottabad.
... T/Capt, B.M.M., Greece.
T/Capt., Indian Military Academy,
Dehra Dun
... Leave, UK.
... T/Maj., H.Q. Malava Command.
... B.O.A.R.
... Staff Overseas.
... H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
... Staff, Overseas.
T/Capt., Staff,H.Q. Malaya Command.
... H.C., Bde., T. Bn.
... A.F. Depot, Aldershot.
... 1st Bn.
... 1st Bn.
... Malaya.
... Basic O.C.T.U., U.K.
... H.C. Bde. T. Bn.
... Intelligence School, Murree, India.
... H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
... 1st Bn. Course, U.K.
... 1st Bn. Course, U.K.

Gillum, J. R.
Dalgleish, A.R.F.

2ND LIEUTENANTS.
... 1st Bn.
... H.C. Bde., T. Bn.

Martin, H. J., M.B.E.
Ricketts, G. A.
Williams, L. J.
Watts, E. H. F.

QUARTERMASTERS.
... Maj. (Q.M.).
... Maj. (Q.M.), Depot.
... Maj. (Q.M.), 1st Bn.
... Capt. (Q.M.), 4th Bn.

Barrett, D. P. R.
McDonald, E W.
Marshall, F. ...
Harley, D. B.

...

4th Battalion
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O.
MAJORS.
Hews, G. R. D., M.C.
Proctor, G. A. H., M.C.
Taylor, N. G. H.
Hamerton, J. R. (R.A.M.C.), Medical Officer.
Cox, E. G., M.C. (Adjt>.
'i'illeard, J.
LeeRoberts, H. P.
Gurney, A. H.
Butcher, D. A. T.

CAPTAINS.

LIEUTENANTS.
Neville, F. G., M.C.
Price, W. J. J.
Hopton, I. J.
Parslow, L J
Hannah, W. FI.
Fames, A. G.
French, B. G. J.
Balding, C. E E.
Lewis, W. G. G.

2ND LIEUTENANT.
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Personalia
LTIS Majesty King Frederik, accompanied
^*by Queen Ingrid and Queen Alexendrine,
arrived in this country on October 24th, to
open the Danish Exhibition of Art Treasures
at the Victoria and Albert Museum.
On October 25th, His Majesty graciously
consented to receive a deputation^ of senior
officers of the Regiment at the Royal Danish
Embassy.
After the Colonel of the Regiment had con
veyed the respectful greetings from Lieut.
Colonel F. W. B. Parry and the 1st Battalion
serving in Hong Kong to His Majesty, Brigadier
V. Boucher, Lieut.Colonels M. P. D. Dewar,
R. F. Parry, G. E. F. Oliver, C. R. Tuff ; Majors
E. L. C. Edlmann and A. J. Peareth were
presented to Their Majesties by the Danish
Ambassador and the Colonel of the Regiment.
On behalf of all ranks of the Regiment, Her
Majesty Queen Ingrid was presented by General
Scarlett with a diamond brooch in the form of
the ancient badge of the regiment, which Her
Majesty was graciously pleased to accept.
After the ceremony, the Colonel of the
Regiment and Mrs. Scarlett had the honour of
lunching with the Danish Ambassador and
Countess Reventlow to meet Their Majesties.
The f6llowing officers who formed part of the
deputation which awaited upon His Majesty
King Frederik, ColonelinChief, The Buffs, had
the honour to receive from His Majesty the
undermentioned decorations :—
Brigadier V. Boucher, Commander of the
Order of Dannebrog, Second Class.

Major A. J. Peareth, Knight of the Order of
Dannebrog.
MajorGeneral
Sir
Reginald
Stanham 
and his family left this country recently to
settle at Camden Park, Menangle, New South
Wales. We are glad to hear that he will have
plenty of golf on the course which he planned
out there on the family estate.
Brigadier and Mrs. J. F. Whitacre Allen, who
have been staying in Canterbury, have returned
to Newenden. Mrs. Whitacre i\llen has made a
successful recovery from her operation.
Mrs. H. de R. Morgan was down for the first
week in November, staying a day or two with
Major Tomlinson, Brigadier and Mrs. Boucher
and Mrs. O'Brien. The General was down for
the weekend only.
Brigadier E. E. Foster Hall is to be heartily
congratulated on his appointment as Secretary
of the Honorable Artillery Company.
Lieut.Colonel W. H. Rowe writes that he
moved to East Africa at the end of October.
Lieut.Colonel T. N. Penlington has returned
home, having resigned from the Control Com
mission. He hopes to move to Star Cottage,
Wargrave, Berks., next January, and then to
occupy himself farming.
Major A. G. Jelf has been posted as a Com
pany Commander to the 1st Battalion, Royal
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Sussex Regiment; He has recently purchased
"Coplands", Northiam, Sussex, where his wife
and family are shortly taking up residence.
Captain C. Bossom has resigned his com
mission, being granted the honorary rank of
Major. We wish him good fortune for the future.
The following Officers have relinquished their
commissions (E.C.) :—W/S. Lt. G. M. Key ;
W.S. Lt. P. j. Harrison ; W/S. Lt. J. M. D.
Vincent ; W/S. Lt. T. H. S. Storv ; W/S. Capt.
P. A. Cashford ; W/S. Capt. K. R. W. Ker.
The following Cadets have received com
missions (E.C.) as 2nd Lieutenants :—R. A. C.
Gray, P. F. Leach, N. C. Royds.
Captain W. H. Pitkin is now M.T.O. at No. 2
Army College, Welbeck Abbey.
Mr. G. H. Young, who has recently returned
from Lugano, Switzerland, writes that he served
for 16 years in the Regiment, being discharged
as a private on 28t.h October, 1911. On 3rd
September, 1914 he joined the R.A.V.C., in
which Corps he served as a SergeantMajor
until 1917, when he was gazetted Lieutenant in
the R.A.S.C. H.T. and Supplies, 1 Div. Train.,
being demobilised in January, 1922.
His brother, 4543 T. W. Young, who was
servant to Major W. H. Booth, died of fever in
April, 1900, being buried in Bloemfontein
Cemetery. His brotherinlaw, 3784 Sgt. A.
Clifford, served in the 2nd Battalion and his
first cousin, R.S.M. F. Love, also served in the
Regiment.
. Mr. D. F. Baxter, ex6286668 C/Sgt., 2nd
Battalion, has recently been released from the
Forces. He is now employed as Chief An
nouncer, Forces Broadcasting Service, South
Devon.
The death took place on 18th October, 1948
of Mr. Bertie Harold Thurley, only son of Mrs.
Crane, 14 Laburnham Place, Sittingbourne.
Aged 32 years, Mr. Thurley had been in failing
health ever since he had been invalided home
from India in 1945. He went up for service in
the recent war and served with The Buffs.
Later he transferred to R.E.M.E., in which
Corps he was serving when he was invalided
out of the Service with a full disability pension.
We regret to record the death of William
Mount of 9 Wainscott Road, Wainscott, follow
ing the amputation of his right leg. He was
aged 72 years. He served for 12 years in The

Buffs, being in possession of the I.G.S. Medal,
Pubjab Frontier 1895, two bars ; S.A. Queen's
Medal; Relief of Kimberley; Paardeberg;
Driefontein and Transvaal ; King's Medal.' In
1936 he received the Imperial Service Medal for
services rendered whilst employed at the R.N»
Armament Depot,

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
BIRTH

Beevers.—On October 16th, 1948, at the
Inverard Nursing Home, Edinburgh, to
Christina, wife of Tim Beevers, a son
(Timothy).
MARRIAGE

Cummins—Bale.—On October 9th, 1948,
Cpl. L. F. Cummins to Gwendoline E. R. Bale.

In Memoriam.
Ethel Bromhead
Died 24th October, 1948
Ever since, nearly fifty years ago, her father and
mother came to live in Canterbury, Ethel Bromhead
formed friendships with officers at the Depot and their
wives—friendships which have been ever more firmly
cemented Tyith the passage of years. Whether her friends
were in sorrow or joy, they knew that from her they
would meet with absolute sympathy and understanding
... a laugh or a tear, as the case might be, but preferably
a laugh.
During the First World War she was Honorary
Secretary of the City Branch of the Soldiers' and Sailors'
Families' Association, which she reorganized when
war broke out in 1914 ; for her services then she was
made an M.B.E. In the last war, until her health
completely gave way, she was on duty at the Ambulance
Station in Stour Street.
Much interested in dogbreeding, gardening and
horseracing, Ethel Bromhead had a happy knack of
making friends wherever she moved and of her it may
be truly said that in every sense of the word she was a
Good Companion.

Notice.
The Depot Officers Mess and Regimental
Headquarters will be closed for the period
inclusive December 24th to inclusive
December 28th. The Officers' Mess will be
open daily from 11.45 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The office of the Secretary, Past and
Present Association, The Buffs and Editor,
4'The Dragon" will be closed from in
clusive December 24th to inclusive Decem
ber 28th.
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Future Events
89th L.A.A. REGIMENT R.A./THE BUFFS
REUNION DINNER AND DANCE
It is proposed to hold a Dinner and
Dance at Slaters Restaurant, 393 Strand,
London, W.C.2, on the evening of Friday,
3rd December, 1948.
Reception, 6.30 p.m.
Dinner, 7.30 p.m.
Dancing from 8.30 p.m. until 11 p.m.
A fully licensed bar will be open from
8.30 p.m. until 11 p.m.
The price of Tickets (threecourse Dinner
and Dance inclusive), will be 10/6. Dress—
day clothes.
To enable the catering arrangements to
be made, please apply for tickets as soon
as possible.
Cheques or Postal Orders, which must
accompany all applications for tickets,
should be made payable to the Hon.
Secretary, Major C. Bossom, and all com
muncations addressed to him at 5 Carlton
Gardens, London, S.W.I (WHItehall 9364).
THE BUFFS GOLFING SOCIETY
Spring Meeting. The Royal St. George's
Golf Club, Sandwich, March 26th27th.

ExPrisoners of War,
All exprisoners of war who are sick or
disabled as a result of their captivity, are
invited to communicate with the Returned
British Prisoners of War Association, 34 Eaton
Place, London, S.W.I, enclosing a stamped
addressed envelope for full particulars of the
/Association's Overseas Food Parcel Scheme.

A Presentation to the Mayor of
Canterbury
Stonegreen Hall.
October 22nd, 1948.
My dear Madam Mayor,
As a token of our appreciation for all your
kindness to the Regiment, I ask you to accept
the small shield with the badge of The Buffs.
Yours sincerely,
G. Scarlett,
MajorGeneral,
Colonel, The Buffs.
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Order of the Day
by the Colonel of the Regiment
the return to England from service
overseas in 1947 the 1st Battalion of the
Regiment was placed in suspended animation
and reduced to Cadre, the Colours being handed
to you, Colonel Parry, then commanding the
Depot, for safe keeping. It is with much pleasure
that we now restore those Colours to you, as
officer commanding the 2nd Battalion in Hong
Kong, to be retained for a period together with
the Colours of the 2nd Battalion.
Until such time as the Colours of the 1st or
2nd Battalion are due for replacement, you will
hold the Colours of both Battalions with all due
reverence to remind you of the valiant record
of those battalions during a period of centuries.
The Amalgamating Cadre under Captain
ffrench Blake, the Officers, W.O., N.C.O.s and
men who have conducted the 1st Battalion
Colours overseas, until today are the only
representatives of the 1st Battalion left. Today
the 1st Battalion is resuscitated and we acknow
ledge with thanks the welcome given by the
2nd Battalion. From now onwards under the
title of the 1st Battalion you will represent the
amalgamted 1st and 2nd Battalions, and we
wish you God's Blessing and as brilliant a future
as both battalions have had in the past.
I am commanded by His Majesty King
Frederik, our ColonelinChief, to convey to
.you his best wishes on this Historic Occasion,
and all success in the future.
On behalf of all Buffs past and present who
have spent many devoted years in the 1st and
2nd Battalions, I wish you the best of luck,
and we know that as the 1st Battalion The Buffs
you will uphold the honour and reputation of
both battalions of which we are so justly proud.
It is particularly interesting to us that this
ceremony should take place in Hong Kong.
After an absence of some 36 years, Hong Kong
has again emerged from her trials and sorrows
in the last war, and the Regiment has once
again the honour of serving on her soil and
renewing those friendships which have long
been treasured by us.
We salute the 1st Battalion The Buffs and the
Citizens of Hong Kong.
G. SCARLETT,
MajorGeneral,
September 23rd, 1948,
Colonel The Buffs.
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Officers' ReUnion Club
^PHE third Reunion was held at the
* Rembrandt Hotel on Wednesday, October
13th.
This year the subcommittee, with the
approval of the Regimental Committee, had
decided to start a Reunion Club by which
members would pay a small annual subscription
to cover the cost of printing notices to all
concerned, instead of adopting the expensive
method of advertising in the Press. It is hoped
that from now onwards members will be kept
informed of the Club's activities by post and
that, prospective new members will also receive
notices drawing their attention to the existence
of the Club.
Sixtytwo officers actually appeared at the Hotel,
110 having joined the Club. Several members had come
from the Midlands and the Eastern Counties and are to
be congratulated on their noble effort.
The Colonel of the Regiment ; Major A. C. Grigg, who
was' accompanied by his son, recently returned from
the Battalion in *Hong Kong, and Captain R. E. H.
Harbord, were probably the three  oldest members
present.
Lieut.Colonel Oliver was busy the greater part of
the evening with members of the 1st, 4th and 5th
Battalions, most of whom set up an encampment on
one end of the bar !
Brigadier E. Foster Hall, the new Chairman of the
Regimental Committee, was present as also was Lieut.
Colonel P. J. Bouverie Brine, Vho had travelled many
miles for the event.
Members who served with the 1st Battalion during
the War were delighted to see Major Ricketts, who had
travelled from Canterbury with E. H. F. Watts, who
has now taken over the "Q" reins of the 4th Battalion.
Lieut.Colonel T. R. Reid, who was in very good form,
has volunteered to help to swell the ranks of members
from the 7th Battalion at future Reunions. Major
Bossom seems to be settling down to his new life ; his
shadow has certainly not grown less.
The 2nd Battalion (194045) was represented by
Ardagh, Cobbold, Sauvary and Whitcombe.
A. T. Farrow looked well ; he brought back many
happy memories of the unbeaten hockey side of the
1st Battalion in Gibraltar in 1925/26 ; he is employed
at Shell House, Bishopsgate.
A hot buffet meal was served from trolleys which
were brought round during the evening ; small tables
and chairs were available for those who wished to feed
sitting down or for resting between courses !
In spite of the bar closing at 10 p.m. some members
seemed still to have plenty to talk and laugh about.
It was with regret the party broke up at about 10.45 p.m.
Many members expressed their satisfaction at the
arrangements made. It is hoped that suggestions for
the future, and names of possible new members will be
forwarded to Officer Commanding, Depot The Buffs,
who is undertaking the Secretarial duties. One member
suggested having the Reunion at a Hotel on the night
before or the night of an International Rugger Match
or some other such popular form of sport, early arrange
ments could then be made to book accommodation to
enable those who wished to sleep where they had dined !
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The following officers were present:—
MajorGeneral The Hon. P. G. Scarlett.
Brigadier E. FosterHall.
Lieut.Colonels P. J. F. BouverieBrine, D. P.
Iggulden, J. E. King, G. E. F. Oliver, T. R. Reid,
J. R. P. Williams and C. E. Wilson.
Majors R. H. Ardagh, E. P. C. Bruce, J. S. Blanford,
M. D. Cobbold, A. H. R. Copland, E. L. C. Edlmann,
C. Edwards, J. G. Feak, A. C. Grigg, D. F. Knight,
D. Montgomery, D. P. H. Norris, H. J. Nelson, I.
Percival, J. A. Pearson, G. Ricketts, R. A. C. Ravenhill,
R. S. Simpson, J. C. W Sauvary, N. G. H. Taylor,
A. A. West, L. G. Warren, E. H. F. Watts, D. R. C.
Whitcombe and A. C. J. Van Ammel.
Captains W. G. Blaxland, C. Bossom, A. G. Cox,
A. F. Crane, C. M. G. Durston, G. N. H. Ferry, A. T.
Farrow, H. G. Lansley, L. H. Lane, S. J. F. Maiden,
J. Mewse, K. H. Moore, L. E. Palmer, J. T. R. Prestige,
W. J. Richardson, G. A. T. Sivyer, H. T. Taylor, J. C.
Williamson and D. C. LloydJones.
Lieuts. S. A. W. Berryman, R. M. Bett, M. Cox,
P. C. Grigg, C. M. Hamilton, T. L. R. Hall, J. F. De S.
LewisBarned, J. R. Fletcher and A. M. T. Davis.

11th Bn. The Buffs, 89th L.A.A.
Regt., R.A., ReUnion Dinner.
^THERE was a gathering of twentyfive for the
* Annual Reunion Dinner of the unit, which
successively bore the titles of the 14th Holding
Battalion, the 50th Battalion The Buffs, the
11th Battalion The Buffs, and finally the 89th
Light A.A. Regiment Royal Artillery.
The name changed ; its function changed ; many of
its officers and men changed ; but the spirit of comrade
ship that sprang up in the dark days of 1940 when the
14th Holding Battalion was formed, remained, and this
spirit was recaptured when old officers of the unit sat
down to dinner at the Chatelain Restaurant on 29th
October.
Both Buffs and Royal Artillery were well represented—
Lieut Colonel Willows and Major Blanford as the old
guard of The Buffs and Lieut.Colonel Cory, Majors
Mitchell and Hunter and Messrs. Howell, Miller, Skinner
and Bevis for the Royal Artillery. Bossom, Simpson,
Gittings, Collins, Marcy, Homer, Leates, GilbertLodge
and Nicholls formed a strong BuffsturnedGunner
contingent. We were glad to entertain Colonel Brunker,
former "A/Q" of 49 Division, and Mr. Warren, Lieut.
Colonel Cory's guest, both of whom are artillerymen.
Everyone agreed with Lieut.Colonel Willows when
he made a short speech in which he thanked Whatley
for his efforts in arranging this year's meeting. After
that Sam Simpson felt he simply had to address the
assembled company and his remarks were received with
wild acclaim. Attendance can be considered quite
satisfactory considering the transport difficulties these
days, and we hope that those who missed this year s
dinner will make a special effort to be there next year.
\ny suggestions or inquiries should be sent to Blaxland
at the Depot, who has taken on the paper side of the
Reunion, while Simpson has offered to arrange the
Restaurant.
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The Buffs Golfing Society
Autumn Meeting Group.

Majors C. K. Black, W. G. Blaxland, B. H. Craig,
B. J. St. John Harris, G. R. Hart, P. T. G. LyndenBell,
J. F. May, M. G. N. Moore, L. F. Parratt, A. J. H.
Taylor, A. C. J. Van Ammell, R. W. M. Webster and
F. G. B. Wills.
Captains A. E. Brittain, W. J. Dixson, J. P. Geering,
R. G. Hadshar, G. K. Harrison, P. Hicks, R. E. Jackson,
J. P. Nash, A. G. Simon, A. J. Smithers, E. W. Tassell
and F. de R. Morgan.
Lieutenants C. M. Hamilton and J. H. Stone.
Messrs. C. L. Carter, E. H. Fletcher, S. W. Ingram,
P. V. A. E. Jackson, R. W. E. Reynolds, and Franklyn
Rogers..
TIES
The Society's Tie is now available on application
to the Hon. Secretary, Depot The Buffs, Canterbury.
Price 10/, postage free, no coupons.

Poaching Occasions
Standing {left to right)—H. E. Colton, C. R. Burn, H. W.
Jackson, R. A. C. Ravenhill, V. Collins, G. E. F. Oliver,
J. R. Gillum, G. H. Mount, R. E. Thomas, D. Mont
gomery, T. M. S. Dyer, N. E. Hoare, M. L. J. Gilbert
Lodge, H. A. Shorter.
Seated {left to right)—V. Newton Moss, Sir G. Stanham,
P. R. H. Fox, J. Crookenden, E. Clarke, W. V. S. Sinclair,
W. C Lamarque.
Seated on Ground {Left to right)—N. R. Reeves, E. P. C.
Bruce.
THE Society is indebted to Lieut.Col. J. Crookenden
for the above group taken at our autumn Littlestone
meeting, and for his kind offer to send a copy to anyone
on application. But there is much more to it than that,
since the pasting of it into our album filled this precious
book to capacity and our gallant Honorary Secretary
has very generously offered to present Volume II to
the Society. All will wish to join in thanking him for
this kind and generous gesture. There now only remains
for all of us to see to it that Volume II is ultimately
filled to capacity with the same success, prosperity and
progress as that contained in Volume I which covers the
Society's story for no less than twentysix years. There
could be no greater reward to J.C. than that.
AN APPEAL

Pending launching the campaign relating to our
Spring Meeting at Royal St. George's during the week
end March 26th/27th a revision of our list of members,
inclusive of handicaps and changes of addresses is
taking place. Arising out of this an earnest appeal is
made to each of the following to let the Hon. Secretary
know whether they wish to be shown as Playing or
NonPlaying Members and, if the latter, to notify their
official club handicap or, failing that, a selfimposed
assessment which they consider fair. All of this is really
important from every angle and, on that account, the
hope that all will respond is a sincere one. Here are the
names :—
Brigadier H. C. T. Stronge.
Colonel H. P. P. Robertson.
Lieut.Colonel R. F. Parry.

III. The Messines CockPheasant
This happened so long ago that I forget the
exact date, but it was certainly'after February
2nd, when pheasant shooting ends.
During the first World War the 8th Buffs were holding
a part of the line below the Messines Ridge, which was
occupied by the Germans, and afterwards became
famous because the British Army blew it up. Field
Marshal Lord Plumer, old soldiers will recall, associated
it with his title when he was raised to the Peerage.
But at the time of this tale it was a comparatively
quiet sector and the most important personage in the
vicinity, in his own estimation at any rate, was a very
lordly and venerable cock pheasant. After only a short
sojourn in those parts it was quite evident to any
observer that Lord Cockaloram regarded this human
dispute with the deepest disdain, for with the utmost
impartiality he would alight on either side of the lines
and would sometimes even be seen strutting uncon
cernedly in No Man's Land. Indeed, it is quite possible
he regarded the whole affair as rather a good thing
because all that previous autumn and winter he had
never even been compelled to fly for his very life, like
he used to when he was younger and the Comte de
Messines organised real batteries. Of course, these
perpetual and irregular explosions and queer whinings
of incomprehensible fireflies were a little unnerving at
first. But after a while hegrew accustomed to these
strange noises and upheavals. At least it was a comfort
to know that no one seemed to pay the least attention
to him.
It must be understood that that was before Sgt.
Knackington arrived on the scene. He was the machine
gun sergeant of the 8th Buffs. In those days, as no
battalion had more than four machineguns, it became
necessary for the machinegun platoon to remain in
the line when the rest of the battalion went into reserve.
We machinegunners groused about this a good deal,
of course, as is a soldier's privilege, but secretly we were
rather proud of the fact. We felt that we were really
the mainstay of the whole British Army. And we
probably were too !
It was a Regular greenjacket battalion which relieved
the 8th, and a more charming lot of officers you couldn't
wish to meet. The officers of this particular battalion
affected a strange dress which by no stretch of the
imagination had the slightest resemblance to uniform.
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For headgear they wore the French Army's steel helmet,
because it was more becoming and less bullet proof
than ours. Long tweed shooting jackets embellished
with black buttons and badges of rank on the shoulders
took the place of the customary twill or gabardine coat
worn by other officers of the Army. For leg wear they
usually affected riding breeches of various hues or
knickerbockers to match their shooting coats (the
plusfour fortunately had not yet strayed off the golf
course). Knitted stockings and shooting boots usually
completed the outfit, but one or two wore little anklets
in addition. It was a very practical kit for this kind of
campaigning but it always seemed to me that you only
had to put one of those ancient long fowling pieces in
the hands of any of them and you had a perfect picture
of the oldfashioned sportsman as depicted in old prints.
A few days after the Greenjackets had been in resi
dence, as the Buffs machinegun platoon commander,
I called on the battalion headquarters mess for liaison
purposes and hoping possibly that I might be offered a
drink.
"Good morning, Sir !" I said to their Colonel, a young
man in the early thirties.
"Ha, good morning, young fella", he replied. "Good
shooting last night ?"
"by Jove, I should jolly well think so, Sir !" I laughed
enthusiastically. "Sgt. Knackington—he's my M.G.
Sergeant, you know—shot old Lord Cockaloram."
"Eh ?" the C.O. replied. "Who did you say ? Is he
badly hurt, poor fellow ? Fitz," he continued, turning
to his adjutant, "why wasn't I told before ?"
Fitz looked puzzled. "It's the first I've heard of it,
Sir", he admitted grudgingly.
"Poor old Cocky," the Colonel continued reminis
cently, "I was his fag at Eton, you know. But dammit,
did you say your sergeant shot him ? How the devil
did that happen ? He must be put under close arrest,
d'ye hear me ? Under close arrest at once. Confound
you, boy, what are you grinning for ?"
''Well, you see, Sir, it's all rather funny", I tittered
whilst my ribs ached with ill suppressed mirth. "You
see, Lord Cockalorum's just an old bird !"
"What on earth do you mean ?" the young Colonel
asked haughtily. "An old bird, indeed ! He's well under
forty and a distinguished member of the Bar."
"No, no, Sir", I spluttered with irrepressible laughter.
"I assure you it's an old cock pheasant and Sgt.
Knackington shot him roosting in a tree at dawn."
The Colonel paled under his tan. Limply he rose
from his chair and passed his hand across his furrowed
forehead.
"My God, how shocking !" he muttered. Then,
turning haggard searching eyes on me, he went on :
"Do you mean to tell me in all seriousness that your
damned poaching fella of a sergeant actually shot a
sitting cock pheasant ? And out of season, too, and out
of season ! !"
As darkness fell that evening a thin whisp of blue
smoke stole into the air and presently the appetizing
aroma of cooking game was wafted towards the dugout
where I dwelt in solitary ostracism. A little later
Sgt. Knackington loomed up.
^Thought you'd like a nice bit o' bird for your supper,
Sir", he smiled, and handed me a messtin lid piled
with crisp potato chips and one wing of the late Lord
Cockaloram.
R.T,

Round and About
By The Tramp
Autumn
DERVERSELY, as
^
some might think,
I have moved into the
country for the Winter,
and whatever the fates
have in store in the way
of snow and winds,
I have at least enjoyed
the exceptional Autumn
which is compensating
for a poor Summer.
On my journey by road
a week ago to my
winter quarters, I was
amazed by the wealth
of colour in the trees,
and cannot remember are Autumn more colour
ful than this. Nor can I imagine that any part
of England could vie with Kent in its lavish
display. There is a point on the road by which
we travelled which for magnificence can hardly
have an equal anywhere. I mean the drop into
the Darenth valley down the sweeping road
from Polhill on the North Downs.
It was familiar country to me for I once
lived in that valley, away in the remote past
before Hitler ordered the attack on Poland.
The shadow of the crooked cross of the Nazis
was ever present in those days and I can
remember often thinking that we were living
at the end of an era. I used to look back towards
Polhill with its great chalkpit, a landmark
visible for many miles, and think what a
defensive position it would make if the worst
arrived. In the Battle of Britain those Downs
were very much in the picture, as they were in
the last months of the war when the flying
bombs rumbled over towards London. A good
deal of history is embedded in those chalk hills
and some of it has been written about with
grace and learning by Hilaire Belloc in his book
The Old Road, wherein he traces the ancient
route taken by pilgrims from Winchester to
Canterbury. In his young days, Belloc was as
keen a walker as he was a sailor of small boats.
His great book The Path to Rome is eloquent
testimony to his achievement on the road and
his essays contain many descriptions of his
sailing adventures.
A CATERING OASIS

I have occasionally commented in these columns on
the inadequacy of the feeding service on the road in
England in these austere times. I am all the more glad
to praise a wayside cafe at which we stopped for lunch
on our way down: It is situated on the right oLthe road
between River Hill, Sevepoaks, and Hildenborough.
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Here we were served with a well cooked meal in a
cheerful, bright hut and at most reasonable cost. It
was obvious that the people who run this place were
good organisers. They were also quite patently people
who took an interest in food. I was told that this cafe
was one of the most popular on the road ; that people
of all types called there and that on a summer day at
the weekend it was always crowded but, somehow,
never uncomfortably. I am quite ready to accept this
and there is no need for me to particularise the place.
It needs no advertisement. There must be many people
like myself who go about singing the praises of what is
an unusually good effort to minister to the wants of
wayfarers.
THE WEALD

Now lor some months at least, and for much longer
I hope, I am a resident of The Weald. Readers of The
Dragon mr.y remember that I have already said some
thing about this delectable part of our County. I am in
the happy position of setting myself to learn as much
as I can about it and its people. I met an Irishman a
day or two ago who came this way from a farm in Eire
some years ago. In the course of our conversation
I got the impression that he was always "looking over his
shoulder" to the Old Country. What brought him to
Kent I did not discover. He did, however, tell me that
agricultural depression in his native land caused his
migration. I fancy he found the Kentish folk less
accessible than his own people. That is not surprising
for the Kentish peasant is slow to accept strangers and
an Irishman must be very strange to him.
In my own case things are easier for on and off I have
lived in Kent since I was a boy.
My Irishman quoted something to me about his own
country which I had never heard before and which,
from my small knowledge of Ireland, seems to embody
a profound truth. It was that "Ireland is a country in
which the inevitable never happens". I don't know who
said it; whether it was Shaw or Wilde or Charles Lever
or some remote priest or peasant, but it is good.
Buffs who served in Ireland in the Fermoy days will
no doubt subscribe to its wisdom.
RYE

I can never quite regard this unique little town as of
Sussex. That would probably offend a Sussex man.
Anyway, Rye is as near Kent as it can be and I was
glad the other day to see it again after nearly twenty
years. Although it had its bad moments in 1940 and
later, it suffered very little material damage and it
remains a place of beauty and interest. I noticed that
Henry James's old home, Lamb House, was a sufferer
at the hands of the Luftwaffe.
It is true that during the summer Rye devotes itself
to the entertainment of visitors. Its many teashops
and antique galleries bear witness to that. But it is by
no means "pseudo" as so many places of tourist pil
grimage incline to be. In some ways it reminds me of
Montreuil, near Boulogne, the little hill town where
British G.H.Q. was situated in the First World War,
but Rye is more colourful than the French town.
The way to Rye from Tenterden passes through some
of the most attractive country I know and I can well
understand the excitement of American visitors when
'they motor through the marsh and upland villages
towards it. The very names, Smallhythe, Wittersham
and Iden must entrance folk from Indianapolis, Nashville
and the like.

THE HYDE PARK REVIEW

Before leaving London we went along to Hyde Park
to watch the march past of the Territorials. It was
one of our lastminute decisions and when we reached
the gate near Apsley House the crowd was alarmingly
thick. Inside the Park the spectators were using the
Park seats as standing places and, although I normally
find no difficulty in watching processions from the back
frf. the crowd, I found very little view here. So we
tnoved to the gateway at Hyde Park Corner where I was
better placed and where my family clambered up on
to a fairly high parapet from which they saw really well.
It was a good show in spite of a light mist and once
again I marvelled at our genius for organising shows
and at the orderliness and good humour of the crowds.
Our situatioh at the gateway was some hundred yards
from the marching columns so that we could not distin
guish particular regiments, but the marching seemed
to be good and the numerous bands most enlivening.
If only there had been some scarlet about it. Khaki is
a depressing colour.
THE FOUNTAINS

I am bound to say that the coloured illumination in
Trafalgar Square adds to the liveliness of the place at
night although there is an element of cheapness about
it. However, Londoners like it and it is some compen
sation for the reduction of the weekly bacon rashers.
One must be thankful for small mercies in whatever
form they are vouchsafed.

Reminiscences of a Bushwhacker.
I 00KING back on the early days of my
f'tours to the West Coast of Africa, the change
is startling. For instance, "roast missionary"
in those days had a very real significance.
In fact, the very first week after my landing,
a missionary returning from a visit to a friend,
some twenty miles through the Bush, was
unlucky enough to take the wrong track. The
tortures he subsequently endured before he
reached "the table" can better be imagined than
described.
Being unversed in Bush warfare, I did not accompany
the column that was instantly organised and sent off
to mete out condign punishment. The offenders
suffered from more than indigestion. It is easy to
imagine that one soon became Bushwise, with such
instances at the back of one's mind.
The incident reflected the general state of the country
at that time, with the result that Companies of the
R.W.A.F.F. (Royal West African Frontier Force) were
scattered all over the country in order to be able to
cope instantly with such affairs.
This was indeed one of the great attractions of service
on the Coast. Being one's own Boss, having a lot of
responsibility, and a great deal of hard work both
physical and administrative. One was often left alone
with the Company and having to keep the Pay Book,
render all the returns besides running the Quartermaster's
store. As a general rule, however, one white N.C.O. or
ColourSergeant and one Subaltern were present at one
time to run the Company.
I remember being once alone with my Company
some 150 miles inland from the Niger, when I received
an S.O.S. from the District Officer who was on tour.
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It appeared that he had called upon a local Headman
to furnish a quota of men for road making. The country
in that District being almost devoid of roads, to have
constructed a good mileage was a distinct feather in
the cap of the D.O.
In this case the Headman had refused (perhaps he
had some Bolshies in his village !) and was misguided
enough to bar the entry of the D.O. to the village,
supported by the local Levies armed with bows arid
arrows and bush guns. The bush gun, for the inform
ation of those who only wot of the Sten and suchlike
weapons, consists of a length of gas pipe furnished with
a flint and steel at the breach end. In point of fact
when judiciously filled with bent nails and a few pot
legs it is a very effective weapon up to 30 or 40 yards.
It made a tremendous roar, and emitted much flame
and clouds of smoke.
The usual "drill" was to tunnel a hole through the
Bush to a point on the path leading to the village, there
a snug little fox hole was made, and the bushgun man
took up his position. On the enemy hoving into view,
he took aim and pulled the trigger. Then, if all went
well the abovementioned roar took place and the air
was filled with whining particles of ironmongery. The
aim however was apt to be rudimentary and almost
always it was the tree tops that got the peppering.
Behind the resultant smoke screen a getaway was
rapidly made by the tunnel. The entrance was always
hard to find and made more difficult by the smoke.
Pursuit was fruitless, and surprise was extraordinarily
difficult to achieve.
To resume the thread of my narrative. The D.O.
had requested immediate assistance ,as he was be
leaguered. I had hardly digested the news when my
two new subalterns appeared on the square followed by
a string of carriers with their kit and stores for the year.
The situation was at once put before them and they
both beamed. In less than half an hour the ammunition
was issued and three sections set off at a cracking pace
to relieve the D.O. 30 miles away. This was knocked
off in some seven hours, arriving after dark we were
challenged and nearly shot at by a rather apprehensive
Messenger. It soon transpired that the D.O. had been
actually shot receiving a wound in the groin. This was
a serious matter, and the D.O. being hors de combat the
situation was handed over to the Military, who would
continue to control it until he considered that further
military action was unnecessary.
The following morning therefore the D.O. was sent
back to the station under escort and plans were laid to
deal with the rebellious village, while the troops rested
in preparation for further lengthy marches. This rest
was particularly welcome to the two subalterns just
returned from leave.
At dusk the Company set off with the idea of
surprising the offending village.
There are few more uninspiring things than a night
march through the Bush. The constant staccato of the
crickets, an occasional firefly, the faint luminosity of
the decaying vegetation, are the only things to see or
hear, the darkness is of course of a peculiar intense
quality, and there is an almost eerie feeling about it.
Our route was planned to deceive as to our destination,
but, weave as we would, before long the beating of
drums announced that unseen eyes had spotted our
approach and the news was being telegraphed on. No
White man has ever learnt the secret of the drums.
I was told by an old Coaster that one night he heard
the drums and had asked what was the message they

were sending out. He was told that a long way away a
great Chief had died. Only weeks later did the news
come through that Cetewayo the Zulu Chief had died
at that time.
Sure enough we had been spotted, and our arrival at
the village was the signal for several discharges such as
described. However, we occupied the village and more
explosions took place when the roofs began to burn,
as that was the only method of a speedy reprisal. Not
a very drastic one as the huts could be rebuilt very
quickly.
Further action occupied several weeks, but  before
we finished the first day's operation we had been on
the go for over twentyfour hours, and our two subalterns
had "had it". It was during these operations that we
came to a river, perhaps one hundred yards across,
with a depth in the middle for a distance of fifteen to
twenty yards of six or eight feet. Impossible to cross,
one would think, without a boat or bridge, with carriers
each carrying perhaps fifty pounds. These Carriers
just walked into the water and on until the water closed
over their heads and even the loads were submerged.
Presently they reappeared, then the heads of the
Porters, who were then able to release the hold of their
noses and breathe freely once again. How many white
meri would do that ?
For those who could not perform this "walking for
bottom" a rope was stretched across and they passed
over hand over hand with their legs only in the water.
The result of this little war was entirely satisfactory
and I think the D.O. headed the list for road construction
for the year.
At that bush station the D.O. fell out with the M.O.
This though not uncommon in isolated places was
particularly unfortunate here as the two Civil Officers
lived on the same hill, separated from the military
cantonments by about a mile. The quarrel reached
the stage when the D.O. refused to pay the M.O. his
allowances. These mounted up month after month
until they reached about fifty pounds or more, meantime
the M.O. was unable to buy anything in the market.
At last in desperation he threatened to wire to Lagos
reporting the matter, whereupon the D.O. said he would
pay him the following morning. Arrived at his office
he was silently indigated a row of sacks. On opening
these he discovered them to be filled with tenths of
pennies !
Such were the minor tribulations of life on the Coast,
but what a life for a young man ! Looking back one
only remembers the glorious sun, the friendly and
faithful African soldier, how smart, how brave ! and
how keen ! The daily work, from constructing one's
own barracks, making rifle ranges, to the drill on the
parade ground and the almost monthly trek to show the
flag or in support of order. Then there was the wonderful
shooting, the evening stroll with a gun to pick up a
bush fowl, guinea fowl, bustard or even a buck, and
there were generally some to be found within a few
miles of the station. In some stations one had a chance
of meeting elephant and bush cow (these latter have a
reputation of being both cunning and fierce). Once
wounded they have but one thought, and that is to get
their enemy.
Yes, a fine school for soldiers and I honestly believe
there is no soldier to equal the West African native for
smartness, in turnout and drill, whilst in bush warfare
he is unsurpassed.
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The Past and Present Association

Mr. E. Tong rose and said, "I do not think the
members realise how much work is put in by Mr. Collins
and Mr. Billings in organising these functions."
The Chairman reported the Branch had paid for a
Badge Cross and surround of 40 small crosses for the
Field of Remembrance at Westminster Abbey. Mr. J4
Redman had consented to take delivery of it and Mr.
Collins had kindly consented to collect and plant it
at 3 p.m., Sunday, 7th November.

Life Members
OCTOBER 1ST—31ST, 1948

Canterbury Branch.- Neaves, G. J.
Folkestone Branch — Maskell, S. A., Steptoe, R.
Annual Members
OCTOBER 1ST—31ST, 1948

Ashford Branch.—Kidd,

Record, F.

J.,

Fedder,

H.

C.

P.,

London Branch.—Marsh, A. E.
Medway Branch.—Dolden, F. C.
Heme Bay Sub-Branch.—Jones, D. R.
Folkestone Branch.—Holmes, D. H.
The Buffs War Memorial Fund, 193945
DONATIONS

Hon. E. Carson, M.P—
Captain J. T. R. Prestige
Admin. Officer (Altar Furnishings)
Admin. Officer (Altar Furnishings)
Captain E. G. Cox

£ s- d...

...
...

10
10

26 19

6 10
2 2

£2,942

Total to date

0
0

8

0
0

0 10

Benevolent Fund
The total grants from the Benevolent Fund and the
World War Charitable Fund during the month of
October, 1948, were :—
i s.. d.
Benevolent Fund
...
...
...
... 28 18 6
World War Charitable Fund...
...
... 72 11 4

Benevolent Fund
DONATIONS

Buffs Golfing Society

Bun Penny Collection, £\ 6s. Od.
MEMBERS.—Mr. R. Hughes, 5th Battalion,
attended for the first time and was welcomed into the
Branch by the Chairman.
There being no further business to discuss Mr. E.
Tong, seconded by Mr. Haslett, proposed the meeting
be declared closed.
RAFFLE.—A parcel of groceries raffled by Mr. Collins
was won by C.S.M. W. J. Field, 2nd Battalion, and put
up again, this time being won by W. S. Hawkins. The
second prize was won by Mr. D. Jarvis, 1st Battalion.
Profit to the funds, £3 Is. Od. Our members are most
generous in their support of the Branch.
Our Committee Meeting was held on 13th October
at No. 8 Queen Anne's Gate, S.W.I, with Captain G. J.
Emery in the Chair. Members present : Messrs. E.
Tong, R. W. Billings, W. S. Hawkins and R. J. Collins.
The Assistant Secretary read the correspondence..
The Committee approved the purchase of crosses for
the Field of Remembrance at Westminster Abbey.
The Chairman asked the Assistant Secretary to write
to the Medway Branch with a view to fixing a date for
our visit in March, 1949, as we must book our transport
now.
It was proposed by Mr. Tong, seconded by Mr.
Billings, and resolved to divide any money subscribed
to our Christmas Appeal between the Benevolent and
General Funds of the Branch in the proportions of one
third and twothirds respectively.
There being no further business to discuss the meeting
was closed with a hearty vote of thanks to the Chairman.
NEW

£ s. d.
7 2 0
HERE AND THERE

London Branch

A meeting of the London Branch was heid
on Saturday, October 16th, at the Prince
Alfred, Tufton Street, S.W.I, with Captain
G. J. Emery in the Chair.
We were pleased to have with us Colonel
N. R. Reeves and Captain Brittain. In
Pensioner Neddy Norman was in his usual place.
Messrs. Bert Tester, Guest and Jesse Carr of
Brighton and H. Coleman of Ashford Branches
paid us a visit and were welcomed by the
members in the usual way. The Chairman said
it was good of them to come and see us. Mr.
Guest replied for Brighton and Mr. Coleman
for the Ashford Branch.
The Secretary read the minutes of the last meeting.
The Assistant Secretary announced a profit of
£2 Is. lid. on the 22nd Anniversary Dance, the
attendance was poor, supported in the main, as always,
by, the older members of the branch.

Nobby Clark was at the dance—oldest member
present.
R. Hughes, 5th Battalion, M.T. Section, left the
Battalion in 1946 in Austria and went to the R.A.S.C.
Attends Branch meetings in the hope of meeting old
friends of the 2nd and 5th Battalions.
Messrs. Jesse Carr and wife, R. Billings and wife and
J. Redman and wife met at the "King and Queen" at
Brighton—by accident, they say. Many battles were
fought again.
Mr. and Mrs. R. W. Billings and Captain and Mrs.
W. H. Williams, 6th (191418) Battalion, dined together
recently at Monico's. Who tried to sing outside the
restaurant, and were they moved on ?
G. A. Dillistone, 1 /4th and l/5th Battalions, will
attend the 1 /4th Reunion Dinner. Hopes to meet
there many old Indian wallahs of 1914.
G. W. Clayton has been unwell and unable to attend
meetings. We have missed him and hope he will be
with us again soon.
We learn with regret of the death of Mrs. Gibbs,
wife of Charles Gibbs, who served for some years in
the 1 /4th, 1 /5th and 2nd Battalions, most of the time
East of Suez. One of our regular supporters.
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Our Chairman, Captain G. J. Emery, has spent many
hours on Branch accounts, greatly assisting the Secretary.
He must like figures.
C. W. Pitch, 1st Battalion, has taken a public house,
"The Yorkshire Stingo", at Marylebone Road, near the
Edgeware Road Underground Station. He has been a
most constant supporter of the Branch and now will
see very little of us. It would be nice if some of our
members out that way would look in sometimes and
make themselves known.
Bob Billings was wearing dark glasses on Saturday
evening ; he looked queer. He said it was food
poisoning. We have heard of bird cages falling.
"Cabby" Saunders and "Battle" Bowman were
missing on Saturday. "Cabby" has a birthday soon,
perhaps that had something to do with it or perhaps
they met "Snowball" Manning's brother. C.S.M.
W. J. Field, R. H. Martin, Mr. Guest and Manning were
there; the old 2nd of Wellington days was well
represented.
Best wishes to all branches.
E.C.W.G.

LADIES' GUILD

A wellattended meeting of the above
branch was held at the Prince Alfred, Tufton
Street, Westminster, on Saturday, 6th Novem
ber last, with Mrs. D. E. Spinner in the Chair.
MINUTES.—The Minutes of the last Meeting were
read, passed and signed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—Letters were read from Mrs.
Chichester, sending good wishes to all members.
REGRETS for nonattendance received from Mrs. and
Miss Enright, Mrs. Neale Dalton and Mrs. Collins.
ILLNESS.—Members regretted to hear that Mrs.
Everitt's mother was ill, also the husbands of Mrs.
Blackburn, Mrs. Kennedy (Sen.), Mrs. King and Mrs.
Stunt.
RAFFLES.—Our grateful .thanks to Mrs. Vaughan,
Mrs. Watts, Mrs. Taylor and' Mrs. Hogben for so
generously presenting articles which realised a gross
total of £2 17s. "4d.
ANNIVERSARY DINNER.—It was agreed that the
Twentyfirst Anniversary year be celebrated in the
form of a Dinner to take place at the Windsor Castle
(Carr's Restaurant) on Saturday, 1st October, 1949.
Tickets, 12/6 each. It was regretted that despite all
efforts it was impossible to hold the Dinner nearer the
Guild's birthday in the June.
CATERING.—Our thanks to Mrs. O'Dell for her
untiring work in providing extra eatables.
FIELD OF REMEMBRANCE—Many members visited the
Field of Remembrance on their way to the Meeting and
planted their crosses. A party also visited the Field
and paid homage after the Meeting.
D.E.S.

Medway Branch
LADIES' GUILD

The monthly meeting held on 22nd October
was wellattended. Mrs. King Holt (Chairman)
presided and business was carried out, after
which a Whist Drive was held, Mrs.Valpy being
M.C.

During tea Mrs. Holt said she was sure members would
be sorry to hear of the illness of our old member Mrs.
Birch, and all wished her a speedy recovery.
The prizes for Whist were presented by Mrs.
Medhurst, the lucky number being won by Mrs. Sellens.
Members were very pleased to know that the Bring
and Buy Sale had realized £19. Thanks to all who helped.
On Wednesday, November 3rd, a party of 24 members
went by coach to Canterbury, a most enjoyable day.
Lunch was had at the Talisman Restaurant, after which
they' attended Evensong at the Cathedral, where they
were joined by Mrs. Findlay, after which they went
back to the Talisman for tea. During tea Mrs. Skinner
in the name of the Branch presented Mrs. Findlay with
a bunch of anemones. Mrs. Findlay thanked all present
for asking her to be with them. After a very, pleasant
time the return journey for home started, home being
reached at 7 o'clock.
M.S.

Ramsgate Branch

What with dinners and other events in view,
our Commitees and members have had a busy
month and quite a lot of work has been put in.
Some of our members gave splendid assistance
in selling poppies. By the way, The Buff
Chairman, Ted Hougham, put in a tremendous
share of the Poppy Day organization to make
this a successful event. I trust his hard work
met the appreciation it deserves. Though Ted
has the helm of. the Legion this year, he still
maintains his interest in our Association.
Alas, the weather for the Remembrance Parade was
awful, therefore, as Buffs do not like rain, the result was
our number was small, but I do thank the ten members
who braved the elements and if this weather. repeats
itself next year I will forego umbrella and I will borrow
Dick Atkin's Home Guard equipment. Dick came on
Parade prepared for the worst. Like the wise virgin,
he had the goods. Dick believes "wet" is for internal
not external use.
We owe thanks to Captain R. Morgan for turning
out on Parade to lay our wreath on the War Memorial.
It is nice to see these young officers of the 193945
War' take an interest in our Association and we old
soldiers appreciate it.
We trust Major A. J. H. Taylor will soon recover
from his unfortunate attack of 'flu and he will soon
resume his normal activities. We missed him from
Remembrance Parade.
Now for the meeting report :—
The monthly meeting of the Ramsgate Branch of the
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, was held on
Friday at^ the "Freemasons' Tavern", High Street,
Ramsgate. The Chairman (Mr. E. H. Swendell) presided,
supported by Major A. J. H. Taylor (President), Captain
H. H. Knight (ViceChairman), Major N. Taylor, Major
H. D. Rose, Lieut. F. Neville and Mr. B. E. Knott
(Hon. Secretary).
The Chairman greeted the officers and members
present, and said he was pleased to welcome their
President, Major A. Taylor, who had just returned from
a visit to Denmark.
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Mr. Swendell expressed the Branch's sympathy to
Messrs. J. Johnson and F. Stocklet, and wished both
members a speedy recovery from their recent accidents.
An interesting account of his visit to Denmark was
given by Major A. Taylor. The major stated he received
a tremendous welcome and the Danish Buffs made his
visit very enjoyable and did everything to make his
stay a pleasant one. Captain W. D. Iversen, K.D.,
Chairman of the Danish Branch of the Past and Present
Association, The Buffs, who served with The Buffs, is
now a serving officer in the Danish Army. He asked
Major Taylor to convey the Danish Branch's good wishes
to all branches of The Buffs.
Mr. Swendell on behalf of the Branch thanked Major
Taylor for his interesting speech. Ramsgate reciprocated
the wishes of the Danish Branch.
Mr. Knott stated that as Remembrance Sunday was
a sacred day to all exservicemen, the Ramsgate Branch
desired to place a wreath on St. George's War Memorial.
He looked forward to a good muster to represent The
Buffs on parade.
Mr. Knott also mentioned that an invitation had been
received from Colonel C. F. S. Witts to all l/4th Buffs
asking them to attend a Reunion Dinner to be held at
the Drill Hall, Canterbury, in November.
Major H. D. Rose, Cadet Welfare Officer, thanked the
Branch for their donations towards the training of these
young soldiers, but said the response had not met with
the support he had anticipated. He hoped to receive
more donations from wellwishers.
The Chairman mentioned that the arrangements for
the Branch's annual dinner would be left in the hands
of the Committee and would be on the Agenda for the
November Meeting.
Letters of apology were read from Captain
Speakman, Messrs. E. Co well and A. Clinch.

K.

Mr. R. E. L. Crowdy was enrolled a new life member.
Following the meeting refreshments were served by
Buff Host Dick Atkins, and the remainder of the evening
was spent in reviving old memories.
B.E.K.

Margate Branch

The November branch meeting was held on
Wednesday the 3rd, Mr. Long taking the
Chair. The venue was the George and Dragon,
Charlotte Square, the meeting and shoot to be
held at the Drill Hall being again unavoidably
postponed. Including officers of the branch and
committee, a total of about 20 were present.
The Minutes of the previous meeting were read,
dissected and discussed minute by minute, and passed.
The finances of the Branch then came under the
limelight, the main subject of discussion being the
money allocated to the Branch from the Margate
Welcome Home Fund, and the desirability of keeping
it in a separate account from the Branch Fund, until
such time as it can be used for the specific purpose for
which it was handed over. Finally a strong Finance
Committee was elected to deal with finance generally.
Final arrangements were made for the return visit to
Sandwich Branch, mentioned in our last notes. Armistice
Day arrangements were also made, but, alas, "L'homme
propose et Dieu dispose", and the very wet weather on
Sunday the 7th, kept at home many who have in the
past faced worse things than a little rain. As someone
remarked, "Bad show."

DRAGON
Heme Bay SubBranch

Our activities have not been extensive
through the summer months, which are always
a busy time in a seaside town. The faithful few
have attended our monthly meetings regularly,
and the numbers have averaged 11. Our Derby
Sweep, in spite of heavy competition from
other organisations, was reasonably successful,
producing a profit of nearly £6.
The main event of the summer was the Remembrance
Day Parade at Canterbury, and the presentation of the
Freedom of the City to the Regiment. How this was
ruined by rain is an old story, and the weather thinned
our numbers, and reduced us to ten.
We kicked off in our winter season in fine style on
Monday, 18th October, with a visit to the Sergeant's
Mess of the Depot. They did us grandly, and we did
not have a dull moment until we left at 11.15 p.m.
and then we did not feel exactly quiet.
We were grieved at the death of Captain Ernie Carter
of the London Branch, which took place at Heme Bay.
We had not seen much of him because he was not a
member of the Branch, and his health had not been
good since he came here. We were, however, able to
visit him occasionally, and even to give him some
account of the last Remembrance Sunday Parade.

Folkestone Branch

The October meeting was held at the Club on
Tuesday the 12th with Mr. W. Brunger in the
Chair. Apologies for his absence were received
from Lieut.Colonel Wilson, Branch Chairman.
The September Minutes were read and signed.
An invitation to attend the Armistice Day
Parade was received. This was accepted, and
several members attended the Service at the
War Memorial on Sunday, November 7th.
A series of weekly raffles was undertaken by some
members, in an effort to improve our Branch funds,
which are in a low state. Various prizes were offered for
competition, and thanks are due to the donors of them.
The monthly collection realised 10/.
The November Meeting was held on Tuesday, 9th,
at the Club. Lieut.Colonel C. E. Wilson in the Chair.
The Branch received an invitation to attend the
Annual Dinner of the R.E. Old Comrades' Association
at Bobby's Restaurant on Wednesday, November 17th,
accepted with thanks, Mr. A. Orchard being delegated
to attend on our behalf.
Dover Branch of the Past and Present Association
have also sent us an invitation to their Social on
Thursday, 2nd December. The Hon. Secretary was
instructed to accept this invitation also and arrange
ments are being made for a party to travel.
In passing, it would seem that we are always receiving
invitations ; maybe if we can get something in the
kitty we can do some inviting ourselves.
On this point, we are informed that the weekly
raffles are going well owing to the efforts of a few super
salesmen. A vote of thanks was accorded the generous
donors of prizes, and also the ticket sellers.
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We are sorry that only a small number of members
were able to attend this night.
Our next meeting, Tuesday, 14th December, at the
Glub, 8 p.m., and we hear that there is going to be a
Kentish chicken for some lucky person, so come along
and take your chance.
T.L.H

Sandwich Branch

At last old Sandwich Branch has got into
harness again, and a grand muster of members
met at our new Headquarters (The Olde New
Inn). Our new Chairman, Captain Williamson,
is like a father to us all.
Arrangements were made to give Margate Branch a
tiptop social evening on November 17th in return for
their kindness to our Branch when they went to Margate.
Arrangements were also made as regards to Annual
Remembrance Day Service, also wreaths.
The Branch sends their best wishes to a Buff, Mr.
Holiday, who is bedridden.
Many thanks are due to our host and hostess, Ted
and Dot Smith, for their fine spirit towards our Branch.
Any Buff would be greatly welcomed any time when in
Sandwich.
N.

Brighton Branch

A good monthly meeting on November 1st
with twenty members attending, including
Major G. Sankey as our monthly new boy ;
he was given a great welcome. One or two
members have been on the sick list, including
Messrs. Shilling and Dray. We hope they soon
get well.
The Branch condolences to Mr. J. Dray on the passing
on of his brother at Hythe at the beginning of the
month.
Our Reunion Dinner (really our Birthday Dinner)
will be held at Churchill House on Saturday, 4th
December, at 7.15 p.m., where members or guests from
other branches will be very welcome.

Correspondence.
Colonel A. J. D. Rose, The Buffs,
Deputy Military Secretary,
General Headquarters,
Middle East Land Forces.
21s/ October, 1948.
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1st Battalion.
JVH OVEMBER, the month
* in Hong Kong when
tropical suits give way to
winter wear, when battle
dress replaces shorts and
bush shirt, and when one
starts thinking of a fire in
the evenings—the month,
in fact, to which we have
been looking forward during
the past hot and very sticky
summer, is upon us. With
it has come the spate of
games which rain rules out
during the summer. Racing
is once more in full swing,
cricket and rugger enthusiasts are busy sorting
out talent for the coming season and, by the
time these notes appear in the columns of The
Dragon, almost all Harris Shield events will be
well under way.
December 18th is the date which has been
fixed for the Trooping of the 1st Battalion
Colours to mark the occasion of the amalgama
tion. The Governor and G.O.C. have both
accepted invitations to attend and, though full
practice parades are not possible until the
return of "D" Company from camp at Fanling,
preparations are going forward in other
directions.
Exercise Tidy (the G.O.C.'s annual inspection
of the Battalion, carried out at 18 hours' notice),
Officers' Days, the Command Field Firing
Competition, and Company Training in the New
Territories, kept us busy during parade hours
last month.
Mr. Huttemeier, the Danish Consul, dined in the
Officers' Mess on October 21st, at a Regimental Guest
Night. Another guest that evening was Mr. Jack
MacGregor, a very old friend of the Regiment who,
with Mrs. MacGregor, has offered so much hospitality
to officers of the Battalion at their home in Sheko and
box at the races.
Prince Axel of Denmark is paying an informal visit
to Hong Kong next month and we hope to have the
opportunity of entertaining him at Stanley.
Major Craig after a jaunt up to Shanghai on H.M.S.

To The Editor, "The Dragon",
c/o Depot The Buffs, Canterbury, England.

Sussex, is now temporarily S.O.S. whilst sitting on a

Dear Sir,
You may be interested to hear that a recent arrival
at G.H.Q. M.E.L.F. is a greatnephew of Private Moyse,
our famous "Drunken Private of The Buffs". He is a
Captain (Q.M.) John Henry Belgum, R.A., who is now
one of our Q.Ms. here.
Captain Belgum first realised this relationship during
World War I when, at the age of 10, he used to be taken
by his mother to visit a certain hospital in Bristol.

Wilson is skippering the Army rugger side which,
with eight members of the Battalion in its ranks,
opened the season with a comfortable victory over a
combined R.A.F.Police XV by 33 points to 0. Battalion
trial games have brought to light plenty of talent and
the Battalion season will open with the return of "D"
Company from camp.

continued on p. 258

War Crimes Court at Lye Mun.
are also on the court.

Herries and Martin

Two sides, Stanley and Murray, are playing in the
Army Soccer League and both are well up in the table.
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Officers Mess Dining Room

Every Company entered a team in the Command
Field Firing Competition, which was won by the R.N.
and R.M. team with the R.A.F. runnersup. The
Battalion gained 3rd, 4th and 6th places in a field of
over 20 teams. "A" Company proved the best Battalion
team.
The Adjutant, Q.M. and Admin. Officer together with
58 O.Rs. are departing for a fortnight's trip to Japan
on the Lancashire next week.

Photo by Golden Studio

the weapon training stores taking careful aim with a
pistol at a wooden dog which was being towed along
by an R.P. Needless to say, we were all amazed to see
that morning as we went to breakfast at least a dozen
dogs sitting on their haunches outside his bunk flaunting
a dog licence and giving the "V" sign. In the sporting
world we haven't shone much during the month, the
Corporals beating us 42 at soccer and the P.Os. of H.M.S.
Sussex seeing us off 40 at hockey. Many of our soccer
players have applied to be transferred to the H.Q.
Company "Pensioners" team.

Sergeants' Mess
There is very little to record this month, the main
event being the return of "Charlie" Company to the
fold after many months of being amongst the bright
lights.
At present we are enjoying a spell of really wonderful
weather, the sun shines brilliantly all day, but at early
morning and in the evenings there is a nip in the air
which makes us get about our duties in' a very much
more businesslike manner. Battle dresses have been
taken out of wardrobes and given a good shake, and
many members have been paying visits to the local
pawnbrokers, presumably to ensure that their winter
civilians are still redeemable. However, it is a welcome
change after the intense heat of the summer.
October 2nd was "D" Day, the day fixed for the
execution of all unregistered dogs, and for many days
before we had seen our worthy Provost Sergeant behind

H.Q. Company
BATTALION ORDERLY ROOM

On the sporting side, the month opened rather well.
We had the Army Rugger Trials, in which L/Cpl.
Banks made the grade and Pte. Grange is now a fully
fledged member of the Cripples XI. Also one can often
see members of the Orderly Room being taught to
fence, under the able tuition of L/Cpl. Lagnado, so as
you can see the Orderly Room is doing rather well for
itself in the sporting activities of the Battalion.
Now that a Trade Testing Board has been set up the
Orderly Room Staff (as well as many other clerks) are
looking forward with much apprehension to being
Trade Tested in the very near future ; so a warning to
all clerks, "Pull your socks up."
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QUARTERMASTER'S PLATOON

We must congratulate  our Q.M. on obtaining his
majority, and trust that this rise in status will not
mean that he will leave us. This month we welcome
into our "folds" Pte. Reeves, who is our new Married
Families Clerk in place of L/Cpl. "Dick" Thorne, whose
future at the moment is in "the air".
Quite a number of the Staff are departing in a few
days' time to Stonecutters Island to fire their Annual
War Course. We wish them good shooting and hope
to hear that a large number of Marksmen's badges are
required on their return.
Once again we have been busy on the soccer pitch,
playing under our new name, "Admin. Athletic". On
the whole the reformed side, bringing in a couple of
fellows from the Orderly Room, has made a good start,
being at the top of the Headquarters Company Inter
Platoon League. We have won three games out of the
four played. The Cooks were beaten twice, 40 and 43,
the Attached Personnel were trounced 9 goals td> 2,
and we lost to the M.T. 34.
"I" SECTION
Life continues on its placid course as far as we are
concerned. Although at the beginning of the month
some signs of activity were to be observed when an
Internal Security scheme was carried out with the
cooperation of the civilian police in Hong Kong town
area. Most of the Battalion took part and we have
heard rumours that the China Fleet Club was visited.
(For security reason, of course ! !)
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This month our draughtsman, L/Cpl. Piper (Pip),
spent two weeks away from us, one week he was at
Stonecutters Island firing his annual War Course, the
other was spent in doing special guards (that is what
becomes of being 6 ft. 3£ in.).
A course run by Brigade on general "I" duties has
been mooted and is keenly anticipated. Due to start
sometime in late November it will cover a variety of
subjects, including, we believe, motorcycle training
and demolitions. Piatt, who claims a vehicle licence of
Lord Brabazon vintage has made no comment on the
latter.
A serious breach of individual security was narrowly
averted when the nattily attired Piatt had his "64"
plus cash removed from his slacks pocket at a cinema.
The remover, faithful to local tradition, kindly posted
the empty A.B.64 back to us ! !
SIGNAL PLATOON

This month has seen a great change in the Signal
Platoon. Signallers have been to and fro from Stone
cutters Island, firing with their usual efficient accuracy.
Special attention must be made to our new wouldbe
signallers who started their course this month, so far
with flying colours (and so far Sgt. Stremes has only
had two nervous breakdowns !). Our Pronto has
unfortunately been pinched from us to attend a course
in Singapore. The Signal Platoon wishes him the best
of luck and hopes he will be back in time for our Gala
Party at Christmas.
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Monsieur Henri, all signallers are delighted to note,
is back in circulation again, and has agents in the
darkest part of the jungle. Paddy Touhy, Shorty,
Dicky and Sheehie are working their fingers to the bone
at Fan Ling Stables.
There have been several Brigade schemes which went
off very well, with thanks to our excellent wireless
operators ! !
New talent has already been discovered amongst
our new members and together with the older members,
we have great hopes of putting up a good show in future
sporting activities.
Foreman Delves is doing his "Conkers" ! ! He has
just heard that the stores must again be moved. His
brains, already working overtime, will be sorely tried ! ! !
We have hopes of Pronto's sleek model Ford being
used as a "Gin Palace" or to assist our cable laying
parties ! ! !

MORTAR PLATOON

For the first three weeks of the month there has been
little doing in the Platoon, but now that ten newly
attached men, whom we welcome heartily, have arrived
from Rifle companies, serious training is once again in
full swing. We are, however, pining for our seven
carriers which will probably remain "imaginary" for
some time to come.
In the field of sport we have done well. ' We drew
22 at soccer against the cocky "Pensioners" and
considered by us a moral victory as one of their goals
was a penalty ! We also took on a "C" Company team
at soccer and trounced them 41. We reckon we can
whack their full Company side !
Half of us are going to spend a week on the paradise
island of Stonecutters to fire our Annual Rifle and Bren
Classification. Unfortunately the island is back on to
winter routine, so we won't get our afternoon kip !
In a couple of weeks' time we shall be off to fire our
Mortars at Lo Wu field firing area with "D" Company,
who will probably insist that the Platoon keep as far
away from them as possible.
Lieut. Barrett, our Platoon Commander, has been
having a tussle with Cpl. Proud over the merits of the
new system of ranging. He hopes to convince Cpl.
Proud once and for all at Lo Wu field firing area shortly
that the old methods are definitely antiquated.

M.T. PLATOON
Once again it has reached the time for our Dragon
notes to be published, by a new subwriter. Unfortun
ately, our Dragon Gate Editor Sump Gasket is passing
away a few weeks in hospital—due to a hard week at
Stonecutters ! !
We again welcome several new members to our happy
group and hope their stay with us will be pleasant and
not too hectic.
Our happy laughing boy Larry, the M.T. Sergeant,
seeing that he was due for Stonecutters, the Island of
Marines, thought it best to adjourn for a week or two
in the hospital. Having had his jaw Xrayed and his
mouth filled with silver wire, he is now feeding on
bottles of milk only ! ! !
The lads of the M.T. have once again been burning
the midnight oil, over Exercise Tidy, which we hope
will be the last for a very long time ! ! !

We are happy to see our L/Cpl. Wright (recently
returned from a Fire Course) with out new M.T. Driving
Course of young hands. We send our best wishes to
our songhappy Battalion 'bus driver, Pte. Glayzer,
who is leaving us on a V.M. Course at Singapore. I am
sure during his absence his smiling face will be missed
by all in the M.T. yard.
Since our bright boy Pte. Hurst has been promoted
to driver of the stationwaggon he is still coming into
the office for a late duty. We are all beginning to
wonder what he has in the town of Hong Kong. A few
days ago he was heard to say he was going to Australia
on an M.T. duty—much to his surprise when he found
his journey ended at Lye Mun Barracks on War
Crimes ! !
We are glad to see the M.T. is well upheld by Ptes.
Williams, Simpson, Loud and Griffiths, who have been
playing for the Battalion and Company football teams.
Let's hope some of the others will come forth in many
of the other events which take place quite soon.
We will close our notes for this month with the usual
phrase by "wishing all present and exM.T. lads all the
very best in the future wherever they may be" from
an old hand in Hong Kong.
PIONEER PLATOON

We take this opportunity to welcome to our midst
Johnny Peacock, who arrived on the Dilwara. He is
finding it rather hard to settle down—Stonecutters
claimed him first, where he found the water too cold
for swimming, and refusing to paddle ended up with
fourteen of the best. We wish him better luck for the
future.
During the last month there has been a considerable
decrease in the ranks of the Platoon. Our indispensable
plumber Morris was the first to leave for "A" Company.
Next was the unknown "Spurs" winger, Nicholls, and
last, but not least, our one and only Tex Wilmott—poor
soul, it broke his heart to leave us.
Lofty Holden decided to take a step higher in life by
passing a trade test, but unfortunately the step was
not strong enough.
Now on show at Murray Barracks gate at last, the
1st Battalion sign board, executed by Bob Booth, our
sign writer. This work of art was completed in only
six weeks, but was not hung for some time after.
The R.Es. decided it was about time our old and
dilapidated workshop was repaired, and so we were
obliged to take up residence in Time "X" Villa, far
away in the hills.
EDUCATION CENTRE

There is nothing like the Army Education Scheme
for enlarging one's view of life. Take our woodwork
shop for instance.
We obtained some timber, never mind how, and then
found that there was not enough room left in the shop
to &o any work. "If we had another room we could
keep the wood there—if we had some padlocks", was
the decision. Anyway, we have now got the padlocks. . . .
Incidently, we would like to take this opportunity of
warning Officer Commanding "C" Company that the
Mendoza Brothers spent the whole of last Sunday
(24th October) making ships. . . .
Our chief investigator, solely employed in recovering
borrowed Educational materials, is faced with the
problem of his career. Hitherto missing library books
have always been located—those on Radio or Telegraphy
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in the Signals Platoon, those on Games or Athletics in
the P.T. Office and those on Arts or Crafts in the
Pioneer Platoon, but if anyone can tell us where we
will find Women, by Elizabeth Holtby. . . .
Our evening classes in General Education have shown
a bigger demand for arithmetic than anything else—
a static number of four with odd attendances by in
dividuals, however, being the total results to date. We
are open on four nights of the week for a period of one
andahalf hours, the accent being on individual
education. Any man therefore can learn something
whatever his standard of education and however
irregular his attendancies may be. Arithmetic being
the more popular subject a chart has been drawn up
referring to exercises, in officially approved text books,
ranging from elementary addition of whole numbers to
Higher School Certificate Maths. Every man being pin
pointed to a particular exercise as the result of a test
given on his. second day with the Unit and this inform
ation together with any subsequent improvement being
entered in a Battalion Roll book enables us to set a
newcomer to work on the spot. The evening work is
therefore the workout of problems in the text books,
assistance being given by the instructor when necessary.
A class of fifteen in different stages of maths, could in
this way be catered for.
Drafts from home are given an arithmetic test
covering whole numbers ; compound quantities as
length, weight, etc. ;
vulgar fractions ;
decimal
fractions ;
areas ;
algebra.
Sixtyfour per cent,
"usually reach their limit at or below the division of
whole numbers whilst a further 10 per cent, show
little knowledge of the length and weight tables. Fifty
per cent, of each draft therefore require ten consecutive
lessons to bring them to a standard comparable with a
pass in the prewar Army Third Class Certificate
Examination. The results of essay tests are in roughly
the same proportion to the arithmetic tests. The aim
at present is to lift the men out of the Grade A Category
of Education (roughly equivalent to the Army PreWar
Third Class Syllabus) in Arithmetic, Reading and
Writing, following this up with a Grade A Syllabus on
Science (very elementary) and History, combined with
Geography. Current Affairs is part of our present
programme, but is taken by Platoon Commanders.
Demands on our resources are always met with
smiles and prompt action, conscientiousness being our
byword. Unfortunately, "The Sergeants' Mess Volun
teers to Produce a Poster for the Christmas Draw
Syndicate" passed the "baby" on to us and becoming
impatient at our fifth postponement beyond the time
limit set to produce the said poster, the syndicate
became unnecessarily worried. This resulted in our
sending a rather stiff note to the gentleman who was
doing the job for us. Fortunately he was still with The
Buffs and our masterpiece hangs right now over the
Sergeants' Bar.
In conclusion and in conjunction with the Army
School of Physical Training we would like to congratulate
the Drums of the 1st Battalion, The Buffs, on their
smartness and turnout on the recent G.O.C.'s Parade
at Stanley Barracks. Their march off at the head of
nine representatives of attached Corps was greatly
appreciated by the individuals concerned despite the
oft repeated quips that both parties were dismissed at
the same time.
4'A"

Company

October has been a busy month one way and another,
with classification on Stonecutters Island, the Command
Field Firing Competition, Harris Shield matches,

Swimming Sports, the beginning of Field Training and
all the odds and ends (that never seem to end) of
military life.
Our greatest success was to come third in the Command
Field Firing Competition, being beaten only by the
Royal Marines and an R.A.F. team. Heartiest con
gratulations to the whole team, not only on their
shooting but in gaining the Buffs a place and beating
all the other military teams in Hong Kong. As the
team was 20 strong it is not possible to mention
individuals by name.
No. 1 and 2 Platoons each spent one week on the
range at Stonecutters, living under canvas and enjoying
Navy ratipns—we aren't sure whether it was the final
instruction under Royal Marine Instructors or Navy
rations that produced the excellent results, but anyway,
congratulations to all first class shots. The Band came
over to serenade No. 2 Platoon and the local inhabitants
and were much appreciated.
In the sporting world a 20 win over "C" Company
in our first Harris Shield Football match was counter
balanced by being bottom in the Swimming Sports.
However, we can console ourselves over the latter
since two of our best swimmers were unable to miss a
Battalion N.C.Os.' cadre while three members of the
team were stranded on Stonecutters Island when the
water transport failed to run to time. Congratulations
to the football team and Pte. Pellant, who won his
event in the Swimming Sports.
We are now faced with football, cricket and hockey
in the Harris Shield series, Battalion Individual Athletic
Sports, Boxing Competition and CrossCountry Run, to
say nothing to providing Battalion players for various
sports—in fact, we hardly know which way to turn for
time or players.
Arrivals and departures have been few, but we bid
farewell (temporarily, we hope) to Cpl. Watson, who
has departed in the glory of promotion to the H.K.C.T.U.
and welcome Sgts. Berrett and Payne. C/Sgt. Huntley
has handed over his store to C/Sgt. Taylor and departed
on a C.Q.M.S. duties course at Singapore.
It may interest our readers to know the composition
of the Company by original regiments in the Home
Counties Group—this shows that the Group System is
well under way. We have (approximately) 33 Buffs ;
22 Royal Sussex ; 14 Royal West Kent ; 12 Royal
Fusiliers ; 2 East Surreys ; 11 Queens and 24 Middlesex.
Our next contribution is likely to come from Murray
Barracks in Hong Kong, where we join "B" Company
on detachment.
No. 1 PLATOON
Sports have taken up some of our training periods
this last month, against our wishes, to enable us to
compete for the Harris Shield which will be presented
in the near future. Since our last time of reporting
hockey and football has been played in the Platoon
with fine spirit and we are gradually making a headway
to success.
During the first week of this month the Platoon
went out to Stonecutters Island and fired the Annual
Rifle and L.M.G. course. On the Rifle we had one
Mark'n, Pte. Bandle, and on the L.M.G. nine Mark'n,
Cpl. Popham, L/Cpl. Flannigan, Ptes. Asterley, Brown,
Bujakowski, Brodrick, Dunne, Fanjat, and Smith.
Well done, fellows. The remainder of the Platoon were
well above average shots.
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Several of the Platoon took part in the Competition
Field Firing held at Lo Wu and put up a very good show,
finishing up holding third place in the event out of the
whole of the Colony teams and first in the Battalion
teams.
Training on the whole has improved in the Platoon
and is enjoyed by all. At present Field Craft is on the
programme and we have even got as far as Sectional
work. That is not quite so boring as "Gun fires one or
two rounds and stops again". In the near future we shall
say we are on more Advanced Training such as the
Platoon in the Attack, and when that time comes we
should then be ready for the move to Lo Wu where
the training finishes off with a Battalion Scheme. Roll
on those days.
No. 2 PLATOON
This month has seen us well up in our Weapon
Training and Section Fieldcraft. Our little schemes
have been numerous and successful, points have been
brought up and we have worked our hardest to ensure
that we corrected them. One scheme consisted of No. 2
Platoon in a Defence position and No. 1 Platoon sending
Recce Patrols out to locate the enemy. We sent out
two sections on different routes while the other Section
with Platoon H.Q. stayed at our Base to act as O.Ps.
No. 2 Section arrived back to Platoon H.Q. with
important information, while No. 1 Section got lost
and arrived back in poor health after the operation was
over. The rest of the Platoons were then supping their
char and eating bully sandwiches.
A Platoon Harris Shield has been made for the
winners of the InterPlatoon Sports Competitions, but
unfortunately, owing to the great demand from other
Companies for the football and hockey pitches we have
been unable to compete for any of these games, but
hope to do so within the next month. You can be
assured that No. 2 Platoon are very confident of winning
and as the saying goes, "It's in the bag".

No. 3 PLATOON
We congratulate Lieut. Gatehouse on his Temporary
Appointment as A.D.C. to the G.O.C., MajorGeneral
Mathews. The Platoon are sorry to lose him even for
a short spell and wish him the best of luck in his new
job. At the same time we congratulate Pte. Taylor
(exFlyweight Champion in Palestine) on being pro
moted to Company Boxing Trainer. The Platoon think
he must be good as he could not have avoided boxing
anyone at least two stone heavier than himself.
The Barrack Block has been much drier and cleaner
since the C.S.M. banned cookhouse tea in the block.
Perhaps a pool of tea on the stairs had something to do
with the banning of this, which apparently did upset
the C.S.M.
*
Pte. Burnett on his M.T. Course is providing the
Staff with plenty of work both in giving him driving
lessons and doing repair work afterwards. All sane
members of the Platoon who value their lives swear
they will take the Stanley civilian 'bus to Hong Kong
instead of the ordinary Battalion liberty vehicle when
ever Burnett has the honour of being the Liberty
Driver.

"B" Company
It seems an age since we were last with the Battalion.
From Lo Wu we came to Murray Barracks and for a
short time "D" Company remained with us, but they
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have now left to go to their camp at Fanling and on to
us there fell the weight of all the duties and guards which
normally are carried out by two companies. This has
restricted our activities considerably, but notwith
standing this we managed to come second in the Inter
Company Swimming Competition held on the 4th of
this month. Cpl. Double, Ptes. Barrago and Irwin
were winners, Cpl. Double the Standing Dive, Pte.
Barrago the Optional Dive and Pte. Irwin the Plunge.
The Company Football team also excelled itself against
"C" Company in the Harris Shield Competition. The
score was so high that at the end of the game a dispute
arose as to the correct one. However, the commendable
score of 14 goals to 1 was recorded. Every Wednesday
and Saturday afternoon at approximately 3 o'clock
three people emerge, each carrying some sort of bag,
and at 5 o'clock return walking or otherwise. Who are
they ? . . . Lieut. Brigstoke, 2/Lieut. J. H. Pappin and
L/Cpl. John. What do they do ? . . . . They play rugger
for the Army team. Good luck to them and may they
come through the season unscathed. The other week
an InterPlatoon CrossCountry Competition was held,
each Platoon entering a team of ten runners. The
course was 4 miles 500 yards long and the first man,
Pte. McSweeney, completed the course in 24.9 minutes.
A familiar face has unfortunately disappeared. Sgt.
Dallen has been selected to attend a ColourSergeants'
Course in Singapore and he left us about two weeks
ago. We welcome Sgt. Payne into the Company in his
place. Cpls. Cook, Scott and Foreman also have our
congratulations on their promotions to full Corporals.
Life in Murray Barracks trickles on, everyone has
become an expert in avoiding water spouts caused by
broken pipes and also the Mortar Platoon's new carrier
which is a continual menace to the whole barracks.
Major HarrisSt. John moves from the Mess to his
office under an even heavier load of files, papers, note
books and maps, and day by day faces once burnt to
a dark brown now grow pale before the receding sun.

"0" Company
For "C" Company there has been no September and
October ; time has been measured in terms of the
period of field training in the New Territories and the
return to Stanley. Out at the Fan Ling stables no one
but the Company Commander knew the date and we
told the time by the sun. Two o'clock on a Friday
afternoon was the only day and time about which the
Company could really agree. For a month we roughed
it in quarters which the Jockey Club ponies long ago
abandoned for something better, and we earnestly
prepared ourselves for war through typhoon, heat wave
and Chinese paddy field. We worked very hard and our
knees grew brown and our faces red, yet somehow we
enjoyed ourselves. One vast member of the Company,
in fact, would be still there now if he could think of
somewhere large enough to hide. He rejected the
suggestion that he should tie a piece of string to his
nose and allow a Chinese woman to lead him along the
road with the other water buffaloes.
Everyone, of course, has his own memories of Fan
Ling, and our letters home were full of tales of bandits
and mepacrin and candles in beer bottles, but some
people have their own personal experiences which
they will recollect when others have forgotten them.
The SergeantMajor, for instance. No more peaceful
nights for him since he disturbed the potted remains of
a local inhabitant, formerly of the parish of Kam Tsin.
Now he has to indent on the ColourSergeant for Chinese
crackers to scare off the vengeful dragons. And
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mentioning dragons, no one is likely to forget the
Mendoza twins' queer creation, for which they were
richly and justly rewarded by the Company Commander.
Cpl. Nannini and certain members of No. 8 Platoon
have their own story to tell as well. They were going
to write an account of it Tor the China Mail and call it
."300 Yards Short" or "Thank God I dug in", but after
long argument they could not agree just how far the
mortar bomb fell from their slit trench. While the rest
of China was celebrating the Double Tenth with bugle,
drum and cracker, the Company Commander was
recapturing his youth in an attempt to beat a hornet to
the top of Hill 66. Unhappily, the hornet won.
Important events of our stay were the Boxing Com
petition, the InterPlatoon Tugo'War and the concert
on the final night. We had several spirited fights but
the big thrill of the evening was a tense bout between
04 and 05 Mendoza. They stood toe to toe in the middle
of the ring and simply hammered it out. In the tugo'
war No. 8 Platoon were easy winners. Their team
consisted mostly of Cpl. Wright. The Sergeants' Mess
earned beer from the officers in a couple of straight
pulls.
The gayest evening of them all though was the last.
Whole families of duck were slaughtered for the Com
pany's dinner, and a stage was rigged up, lit by the
headlights of the detachment transport. A section of
the Band kindly came over to entertain us and L/Cpl.
Smith was a very competent M.C. Soon Cpls. Warry
and Gray, Ptes. Clarke and Edmonds and various
unidentified characters with mouth organs were playing
to full house. Not a single member of the company
stayed away. Free beer was being issued at the time.
As spirits rose the SergeantMajor threw off the burden
of his years and gave a most polished exhibition of tap
dancing. Then the bonfire was lit. It burnt as merrily
as the Crystal Palace and by its light Buckle was at last
lured into the open where he conducted himself in a
recital of the old favourites., Here was the genuine
article—none of your cheap wartime imitations.
Buckle's performance had the hallmark of real artistry
about it. Macgregor, too, gave us a song, Lili Marlene,
and in German at that. So ended a very cheerful
evening and our stay in the New Territories. Next
morning we returned to Stanley.
Barrack life, especially twelve miles from Victoria,
does not suit everyone, but it gives us a chance to check
up on Company administration and wallow in army
forms. The new draft to the Company are now entered
in all the appropriate books. Sgt. Seymour has taken
over as No. 8 Platoon Sergeant and even the three new
subalterns are drawing some pay at last. Games occupy
us most afternoons and though our teams are handi
capped at present by lack of practice that is quickly
being set right. Our favourite indoor sports are cook
house fatigues and preparing for guard mounting, and
with the Trooping of the Colour Parade approaching
we are all busy. In fact our only worry at the moment
is how soon L/Cpl. Buck will finish the gruesome looking
assault course that he and the cadre staff are building
below our windows. I'm afraid we may have more to
tell of this in next month's notes.

"D" Company
The past month has been completely devoid of any
sport whatsoever as far as the Company is concerned,
with the exception of one friendly game of hockey
played against the Central British Schools, which we
won by 2 goals to 1.
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At long last, however, we have vacated Murray
Barracks and are at the moment spending a very busy
and also very pleasant time at Fan Ling Camp carrying
out platoon and company training. The camp itself is
the rather derelict stables which were to be used by the
local Jockey Club as summer quarters. Owing to the
occupation, however, the work was not completed.
We sleep two to a stable and with the comforts provided
have with the usual amount of scrounging, etc., managed
to make ourselves very comfortable. The camp is
situated in the hills of the New Territories some twenty
odd miles from Kowloon on the mainland of China.
Surrounded by small farms and paddy fields, and
overlooking one of the best golf courses in the far East
it is an ideal spot for a camp and all of us by our
appetites are benefitting from both the training and
also the food which is good and cooked surprisingly
well under the somewhat primitivexooking arrangements
available.
Sgt. Whittle, Cpl. Fusco and some selected men of
the Company, under the command of Lieut. Mowbray,
put up a really excellent demonstration last week when
the Commanding Officer came to see us for a couple of
days. Their hard work and preparations were fully
appreciated and did much to help in the ensuing
mornings' training.
The Company Commander, Captain K. S. Wilson, is
in great demand by the Colony's rugger teams and cricket
teams. He also plays hockey extremely well and with
his leadership when we return to Murray or Stanley
we hope to gain a high placing in the Harris Shield
events which up to the moment we have had to leave
until we return from Camp.
Captain ffrenchBlake has also been playing cricket
for the Battalion, and Ptes. Mellowship and L/Cpl.
Sargeant are still in the Buffs "B" team, which to date
has not lost a single match. We can only hope that
they will not become too stale before we have played
our Company matches in the Harris Shield competition.
Sgt. Richards continues to train the Company boxing
team and with the enthusiasm shown by all competitors
we feel sure that they will acquit themselves well when
they enter the ring.

Correspondence—Continued from p. 251.
During these visits they met a typical and very
jovial old soldier who had lost a leg, and who was always
referred to as "Old Tom". When Mrs. Belgum found
out that he was a Buff, she had many long talks with
him. The old man was delighted when he heard that
Mrs. Belgum was related to Private Moyse.
Unknown to them "Old Tom" must have written to
the Colonel of the Regiment because, some weeks later,
Mrs. Belgum received a package which contained a very
charming letter from the Colonel and enclosed were
some photographs of the capture, trial and execution
of Private Moyse.
These photographs are still kept by the family but
Captain Belgum does not know where they are at the
present time.
According to Captain Belgum there were two brothers
in the Moyse family which came from Cork. The other
brother was at one time a Principal of St. Joseph's
College in Calcutta.
Yours faithfully,
A. J. D. ROSE, Colonel,

Deputy Military Secretary.
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Beneath Bell Harry.
L~^\NCE again the
Regiment has had
the honour of provid
ing a detachment to
take part in the Lord
Mayor's Show. The
party was commanded
by Major Edlmann,
and consisted of two
officers and 50 other
ranks, of whom one
officer and six other
ranks were from the
Depot, four from the
4th Battalion, and Lt.
J. A. C. Bird and
40 from the Home Counties Brigade Training
Battalion. The party assembled at the Depot
on November 8th, and early the following
morning caught a train to Cannon Street, from
where they marched to the assembly area on
the H.A.C. Gropnd at Finsbury Barracks. They
took their place in the ceremonial part of the
procession between the Grenadier Guards and
Royal Fusiliers, and with them formed the only
Regular detachments of infantry. At one stage
of the march, in Trafalgar Square, the leading
hies of our detachment were overrun by a mob
of "student" demonstrators, but prompt action
by the police, mounted and on foot, restored the
situation. Apart from this incident, the march
went smoothly, and more than one spectator
was heard to indicate that it was good to see
The Buffs marching through the City again.
Incidentally, Ordnance made the gesture of
supplying the detachment with the new blue
berets, in definance of austerity.
Otherwise, the past month has been a quiet one as
far as the Depot itself is concerned, which is just as well
from the Commanding Officer's point of view, as the
absence of Captain Blaxland, on a three weeks' "back
ward boys" course at H.Q. Eastern Command, left
him not only with the duties of Depot and Garrison
Adjutant, but with the exercising of "Flighty Thought"
(very full of oats at the start of the hunting season).
October 13th saw the officers of the Depot up in
London for the Officers' Regimental Reunion, and on
the 25th the Commanding Officer and Major Peareth
went off as members of the deputation to meet King
Frederik and Queen Ingrid of Denmark. Major Edlmann
also had the honour during the month of being invited
to unveil a new panel on the Chilham War Memorial,
on which are the names of several Buffs.
We were very pleased to have Brigadier Whitacre
Allen to stay with us when Mrs. Allen went into
Canterbury Hospital, and are very glad to hear that
she is now well on the road to recovery.
2/Lieut. J. Gillum did a week's attachment, which is
:now part of the normal programme for those just

continued on p. v
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4th Battalion
vTUr raiTF*Pt*

'"PHE chief event of the
1 past month was the
Royal Review of the T.A.
by H.M. the King in Hyde
Park on the 31st October.
Our party was restricted by
higher command to three
officers and twelve other
ranks although practically
everyone in the battalion
was anxious to take part.
The contingent was com
manded by Major Hews,
our 2nd i/c, and the Colour
0//"/ces~ A71V Party consisted of the
following :—King's Colour,
Captain D. A. T. Butcher ;  Regimental Colour,
Lieut. F. G. Neville, M.C. ; Escort, Sgt. Carter,
Sgt. Gabriel, Sgt. Kemp. The other represent
atives were Sgt. DenverFedder, D.S.M., Cpl.
Williams, Cpl. Joyce (A.C.C. Attached), L/Cpls.
Curtis, Neaves and Sinclair, Ptes. Fedder,
Harris and Grainger. The new infantry berets
were worn for the occasion and everyone wore
his medals. The wearing of the medals caused
the Adjutant a bit of a headache, but by pooling
those belonging to the R.S.M., the Orderly
Room Sergeant and others, everyone had his
medals, even though some of the ribbons might
have appeared rather strange on close scrutiny.
A small advance party under the R.S.M. went
up the day before armed with spare belts, cap
badges, anklets, etc., and a needle and cotton,
and were very kindly accommodated by the
Depot The Royal Fusiliers.
On Sunday, 24th October, the Battalion paid a visit
to the 500 Auxiliary Squadron of the R.A.F. at West
Mailing. Here we were well entertained and spent a
most enjoyable afternoon watching an aerodrome in
action and a number of the latest jets performing. The
whole party was taken over by the 1933 Company,
R.A.S.C. (T.A.), one of our neighbouring units, to
whom we are most grateful.
On November 3rd and 4th we had our Annual In
spection by our Brigade Commander, Brigadier H. C. C.
Newnham, and although we haven't received his report,
we hope that it will be a good one. Previous to this the
C.O. had travelled round the Battalion area, in his
improvised staff car (a 3tonner with easy chairs in the
back), making a rigorous inspection.
Finally, we should like to take this opportunity of
sending to the members of the 1st Battalion and all
other Buffs, Past and Present, our wishes for a very
Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.

H.Q. Company
Once again it's time for notes and we open up with
a welcome to Ptes. Dudley, Thatcher and Chapman,
who have just joined our happy band. We hope they
all enjoy their stay in the T.A. and we would like to
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see a few more lads roll up to swell our numbers, but on
the whole recruiting has been on the upgrade this last
month.
»
We had during the month of October a few film shows
in our training programme, all done by our film expert
"Eddie", which were enjoyed by all. There is now a
great demand for the Pick up Girl, Eddie, so you will
have to see what you can do to please Pte. K. Johnson.
On Sunday, 24th October, we went on a visit to West
Mailing Aerodrome to see some of the latest jets. We
got there at 12 noon, had a pint and then went in to
lunch, which the Air Force had laid on for us. After a
very enjoyable feed we went to the Control Tower to
see how the planes were controlled while flying ; we
also had a look in at the man who tells us the weather
for tomorrow, etc. We then had a look at a few jets
about to take off for a practice fly to London in readiness
for the T.A. Review. After that we had a look round
the 'drome and after a very interesting day we got
back to Canterbury at 5 p.m. Even Dudley was heard
to say that the day was worth missing the Yorkshire
at home.
Our R.Q. has just put in an indent for one pair of
rubber lips G.S. pattern, as he tells us he has worn his
out trying to blow the Last Post and Reveille. We
know, "Q", you don't have to tell us when you first
blew it, but we wish you would not make a noise in the
stores in the afternoon just when Malcolm has got his
eye down.
What with people blowing bugles, and people getting
stuck miles from home with "No Petrol", hoping that
the A.T.S. would bring a truck out to tow one back,
we have had quite a busy month. It's no good trying
that one, Sir, running out of juice is an old gag. We
would like to point out that the class on Friday after
noons is still open for newcomers ; we have not got to
the lesson on how to turn on the petrol yet, so you
still have time.
Last night we had our first game of darts and shooting
in the InterCompany matches ; our first game was
against "A" Company from Ramsgate, they arrived
at 8 p.m. and we got cracking on them at once. Well,
we won't make a song about it, but here are the results :
Shooting—H.Q. Company 6, "A" Company 0 ; Darts—
H.Q. Company 3, "A" Company 3. Anyhow, a good
time was had by all. It's a good job we had beer after
the shooting, or else poor old "A" Company. You will
have to look up your pams., John, to find out how to
remedy a stoppage on a repeater.

"A" Company
We have felt the value of the National Recruiting
Campaign which has resulted in a number of new
recruits.. We are pleased to welcome Mr. H. H. Knight,
a staunch member of Ramsgate Branch of the Past and
Present Association, and also Ptes. E. A. C. James (a
brother of Pte. A. James), J. King (a prewar Territorial),
P. Sivier, R. Sivier and P. Bennett. No one seems NEW
for long and we are happy to report a family, friendly
feeling in the Company.
Our good friends, "R" Battery, 410 Coastal Regiment
(Kent), R.A., T.A., have left us for their new Drill
Hall, which has now been restored after being seriously
damaged by enemy action during the war. We have
spent many pleasant hours with them, and we are sorry
to lose them. In their place, however, we welcome
"C" Company of the A.T.S., commanded by Junior
Commander Angela Cobb. Many readers of The Dragon,
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particularly in the Isle of Thanet, will know her better
as the daughter of Brigadier J. M. Stebbings and for
her splendid work in forming the A.T.S. Band during
the war. Although they are only just reforming and
have been with us for such a short time, the A.T.S.
are firmly established as sisters of the family.
October has been an exciting, almost an exhausting
month, including a thorough inspection by the Com
manding Officer, Lieut.Colonel G. E. F. Oliver. One
of the results of his inspection was the removal of an
ancient car from the Sandwich Drill Hall, which had
practically rusted to the floor. No. 9 Platoon do not
appear to regret the loss of their transport. We also
welcomed a visit from our new Quartermaster, Major
E. H. Watts, who is wellknown in the Regiment.
We had a very successful film show for which we
thank Sgt. Edwards for his efficient operation of the
projector and the Adjutant, Captain E. C. Cox, for his
short summaries after each film. A visit to West
Mailing Aerodrome, at the invitation of the R.A.F.,
was also a noteworthy event of the month.
The highlight of the month was, of course, the King's
Review of the Territorial Army in Hyde Park. The
Colours were brought out for the first time since before
the war and Lieut. F. G. Neville had the honour of
carrying the Regimental Colour with Sgt. Gabriel as
one of the Colour escort. Pte. E. Harris and Pte. G.
Grainger also attended the Parade as representatives
of the Company. Many more would have liked to go
but the numbers had to be kept down. For those who
were there it seemed that the Parade stretched as far
as the eye could see in all directions and this illusion was
exaggerated by the slight mist early in the afternoon.
The Party was accommodated in Beaver Camp,
Hounslow, on Saturday night, 30th October, and
everything went smoothly. We marched from there
with Colours cased to Hounslow West Underground
Station, and were taken in a special train to Hyde
Park Corner, from which we marched to the assembly
area in the Park. The Battalion party formed part of
the 44th (Home Counties) Divisional Detachment, which
itself was part of the Eastern Command Contingent.
His Majesty, accompanied by Field Marshal Lord
Montgomery, inspected each detachment and the
parade finally marched past the saluting base. Two
points that struck the eye were the new blue berets
worn by nearly everyone on parade and the scores of
Colours and Standards. The parade was an occasion
which none of those present will ever forget.
We would like to thank Lieut. Neville and Mrs. Excell
for the large amount of energy displayed in producing
these notes, and for the extra twofingered exercise
given to the typist, which accounts for their late arrival
at Battalion H.Q. combined with the Brigadier's In
spection, of which further details will be given in next
month's issue.

"B" Company
At last our good Major Proctor has found a new car—
and a nice one at that. Although of a later vintage
than the Yellow Peril, it lacks the dignity of colour
and design of old Esmeralda.
We reported in our last issue the birth of a daughter
to Cpl. and Mrs. Joyce and now we take great pleasure
in announcing the birth of a son to Pte. and Mrs.
Lambert. This is their first and so you can imagine
that Pte. Lambert feels very, very thrilled with himself.
Congratulations to both.

Our visit to the R.A.F. Station at West Mailing was
most interesting and instructive ; "B" Company was
extremely well represented and everybody thoroughly
enjoyed it. On the way home C.S.M. Jolley refused to
drive the truck faster than 25 m.p.h. He kept on
muttering something about "getting
well airborne
if we go any faster". We trust that the day was not
marred for the officer who managed to get himself
locked in the lavatory. He was eventually rescued,
after much vain effort on his part, by an R.A.F.. officer
who apparently held the key to the whole situation.
Our numbers are slowly but surely increasing. We
welcome to our Company Ptes. L. L. Frame, E. Holmes,
H. F. J. Williams and J. A. Scott.

"D" Company
The Company has had a full programme during
October. A very enjoyable visit to West Mailing Aero
drome was perhaps the outstanding on our training
programme, and some valuable light on R.A.F.
procedure was made clear.
Also very pleasant was a lecture by a Gunnery
Instructor on Field Artillery, which was arranged
through the courtesy of O.C., 410 Coastal Regiment,
R.A.
Closely following this up was a talk on India and its
Army by Brigadier AnketellJones, I.A., and earlier a
lecture on Regimental History by Captain Coote, a
former O.C. of this Company.
Together with these lectures we have had a T.E.W.T.
on Artillery Cooperation, held in the Sandlihg area,
and of course the normal routine training.
Recruiting, at first rosy, has dropped a little, and we
hope to open a recruiting and information centre in the
centre of the town within the next ten days. This has
been possible only through the assistance of Colonel
Butler, Captain Coote, Captain Crocker, I.A. (formerly
of "D" Company) and by the good offices of Brigadier
Mackeson. There are others, too, who have been
assisting in publicity and lectures on specialised subjects
and to whom thanks are due.
On the social side we are running our biggest venture
so far—a Dance at the Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone, on
11th November—which we hope will be a great success.
Should it be so, more entertainments to follow.
In closing, the Territorial Army Review by H.M.
The King, in London, must be mentioned and the two
members of the Company selected to take part, L/Cpls.
Curtis and Sinclair, are to be complimented on their
performance.

"S" Company
I must start by extending a warm welcome to our
newly joined members, Ptes. (exC.Q.M.S.) Hunt,
(exSgt.) Miller, Jones and Wraight. We are particularly
pleased to see Pte. Hunt, who is an old 4/5th Battalion
man, and feel sure his experience as a C.Q.M.S, will
prove invaluable.
On our recruiting drive in the TenterdenCranbrook
area we got the necessary signature on the dotted line
of a figure familiar to all 5th Battalion men, namely
one Alfie Salter, exD.R. and motorcycle enthusiast.
The past month has been one of great activity in
preparation for the Territorial Army Review in Hyde
Park on 31st October. All went well and although the
weather was far from perfect, it fortunately did not
rain or blow a full gale ; much to the relief of Captain

D. Butcher, who carried the King*s Colour on parade
and who for days past had been studying the weather
forecasts trying to predict whether or not he was doomed
to another disappointment such as he experienced on
Remembrance Sunday fast August.
Twining progresses steadily and most Sunday
mornings the carriers are out on driving instruction,
under Sgt. DenverFedder, the Platoon Sergeant, who
we are pleased to report has now fully recovered his
composure after winning a boxing medal without as
much as exchanging a blow with his opponent.
Pte. McLeod has written to Sgt. Muers and states he
is making excellent progress on the driving course and
is thoroughly enjoying himself.
Our canteens are now running, one at Ashford and
the other at Cranbrook, and we hope that this attraction
combines with the recruiting campaign in producing the
desired effect and brings along the "bods" in bundles
of ten.

Beneath Bell Harry—Continued from p. 259.
commissioned from the R.M.A., Sandhurst, who come
to the Depot after a course at Hythe and before joining
the 1st Battalion.
Lieut. R. StratfordTuke of the 1st Battalion also
was here for a few days before doing a course at the
School of Infantry, Warminster.
We congratulate R.S.M. Moore on representing
Eastern Command at hockey, and hope the next step
will be one higher.

Sergeants' Mess
This month we have to start off our notes on the
same lines as for last month, in reporting the failure to
win either of two dart matches held during the month,
but we are able to report that various other activities
which have been held in the Mess have been very well
organised and thoroughly appreciated by all those
attending, shown by tire large numbers that have been
present. All the thanks for the organisation must be
given to Lofty Shaw, whose unfailing activity in getting
things done has resulted in many hours of enjoyment
for both Mess Members and their friends.
On 18th October the Past and Present Branch from
Heme Bay came and spent the evening in the Mess.
Among the many pastimes of the evening there was a
raffle for a chicken ; we hope that the person who won
it was at least able to remove its feathers, it being of an
unknown age, we are certain that they were unable to
remove anything from its bones. (It was one of Lofty's
chicken.) We are all looking forward to another visit
from this Branch in the near future. One of the Mess
members is wondering whether his sister will be present
at the next visit.
The two dart matches reported earlier in these notes
were against the public house "The Greyhound" at
Aylesham, in a competition organised for the blind,
the other was a visit from many past members of the
Regiment who frequent the "Star" at Bossingham and
under the leadership of Fred Drury. A very pleasant
evening was spent, if the games part ended in a failure
for the Mess.
On 5th November a Bonfire and Fireworks were
organised, not for the Mess members, but for the children
of all Buffs living in this District. After many bangs,
flashes, etc., and, we are sure, several small burns
sustained by small fingers in their eagerness for the
loudest bang or brightest flash, the children were all
provided with potatoes baked in their jackets and cocoa.
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Regular and Militia Battalions.
Uniform—Scarlet. Facings—Buff.
Is* Battalion (3rd Foot)-—Hong Kong.

3rd Battalion (East Kent Militia)—Canterbury.

Territorial Army Battalions.
4th/5th Battalion (Canterbury). Hon. Colonel
... Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D.
Hon. Colonel
... Col. E. B. Burns, T.D., D.L.
Unit or Appointment
LIEUTENANTCOLONELS.
§Rice, N. D.
Dewar, M. P. D., M.B.E.

Name

T/Brig., Staff, Overseas.
Joint Services Staff College.

MAJORS.
Rose, A. J. D., O.B.E.
King, J. E., D.S.O
Knocker, H. S.
Airy, E. A. ...
Bruce, E. P. C., M.C.
LyndenBell, P. T. G.
Parry, F. W. B
Spear, T. H., O.B.E.
Parry, R. F., M.C
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O.
..
Williams, H. P
Connolly, J. F., D.S.O.
Craig, B. H. ...
Tuff, C. R
Jelf, A. G
Craddock, R. W., D.S.O.
MB.E
Atkinson, J. G.. O.B.E.
Grace, H. R
Scott, E. S., M.B.E.
Harris St. John, B. J.
Lewis, P. J. ...
Bailey N. T.
Edlmann, E. L C., M.C. ..
Edmeades, R. W. ...
Rawlings, A. C.
...
Horley, B. M.

T/Col., G.H.Q., M.E.L.F
T/Lt.Col., Staff, U.K.
T/Lt.Col., H.Q. Malaya Command.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, U.K.
52nd Gn. R.P.C.
H.Q., Malaya Command.
T/Lt.Col., 1st Bn.
T/Lt.Col., H.Q. Gibraltar.
T/Lt.Col., War Office.
T/Lt.Col., 4th Bn.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, B.A.O.R.
T/Lt.Col., M.E.L.F.
1st Bn.
T/Lt.Col., War Office.
1st R. Sussex Regt.
T/Lt.Col., War Office.
1st Bn.
Staff, B.A.O.R.
T/Lt.Col., Staff, Overseas.
1st Bn.
H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
1st Bn.
Depot.
Mil. Mission Greece.
T/Lt.Col., D.P.M., E.A. Command
War Office.
CAPTAINS.

Ravenhill, R. A. C. ...
Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E.
Dendy, R. H.
Lucas, J. P. ...
Norris, N. F. H. C. ...
Majendie, A. E.
Blaxland, W. G.
Gay, A. W
Montgomery, D.
Lindley, P. A. N.
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
Poulsen, N. D.

T/Maj., Staff, U.K.
Chinese Training Unit
1st E. Surrey Regt.
32 Sqn. R.A.F. Nicosia, Cyprus
T/Maj., Staff, Overseas.
T/Maj., H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
Depot.
K.A.R. Mauritius.
T/Maj., Staff, U.K.
Staff, Overseas.
1st Bn.
Language Course, China

§ Supernumerary.

1/8/46
5/12/45

Unit or Appointment
CAPTAINS—continued.
Cox, E G., M.C.
... 4th Bn.
Collins, H. A
... T/Maj, Staff, U.K.
Critchley, L P.
... H.C. Bde., T Bn.
McGrath, B., M.C
... T/Maj., Student,Staff College, Camberley.
Critchton R. F.
T/Maj., Student, Staff College, Camberley.
May, J. F.
... Ministry of Supply.
Worts, J. B., M.C
... T/Maj., D.A.A. & Q.M.G., Mombasa
SubArea.
Semmence, R. G. H.
... T/Maj., Tochi Scouts, Miranshali,
Pakistan.
Court, D. N
... H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
Hadshar G. ...
War Office.
ffrench Blake, M. A. O'B. ... 1st Bn.
Jliffe, R. O
H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
Br. Mil. Mission, Ethiopia
GordonWilson, N. F., M.B.E. 1st Bn.
Nash, J. P
T/Maj., Staff, Overseas.

Dent, J. E
Dubois, G. E
Peckham, A. D
Johnson, T. S.
Squire, S. J....
Thorneycroft, F. E..
Wilson, P. F.
Hamilton, C. M.
Willows, D. A.
Gatehouse, H. R. ...
Brigstocke W. F.
Philips, LM.
Howe, L G. ...
Griffin, C. J
Hurst, A. J. B
Webber, J. W.
Pirn, A. H. E.
StratfordTuke R. A.

LIEUTENANTS
1st Bn.
T/Capt, 2/1 Gurkha Rifles, Abbottabad.
... T/Capt, B.M.M., Greece.
T/Capt., Indian Military Academy,
Dehra Dun
... H.C., Bde., T. Bn.
... T/Maj., H.Q. Malaya Command.
... B.A.O.R.
... Staff Overseas.
... 1st Bn.
... Staff, Overseas.
T/Capt., Staff,H.Q. Malaya Command.
... H.C., Bde., T. Bn.
... A.F. Depot, Aldershot.
... 1st Bn.
... 1st Bn.
... Malaya.
... Basic O.C.T.U., U.K.
... H.C. Bde. T. Bn.
... Intelligence School, Murree, India.
... H.C. Bde., T. Bn.
... 1st Bn. Course, U.K.
... 1st Bn. Course, U.K.

Gillum, J. R.
Dalgliesh, A.R.F.

2ND LIEUTENANTS.
... 1st Bn.
... H.C. Bde., T. Bn.

Martin, H. J., M.B.E.
Ricketts, G. A.
Williams, L J.
Watts, E. H. F.

QUARTERMASTERS.
... Maj. (Q.M.).
... Maj. (Q.M.), Depot.
... Maj. (Q.M.), 1st Bn.
... Capt. (Q.M.), 4th Bn.

Barrett, D. P. R. ...
McDonald, E. W. ...
Marshall, F
Harley, D. B.

...

4th Battalion
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O.
MAJORS.
Hews, G; R. D., M.C.
Proctor, G. A. H., M.C.
Taylor, N. G. H.
Hamerton, J. R. (R.A.M.C.), Medical Officer.
Cox, E. G., M.C. (Adjt).
Tilleard, J.
LeeRoberts, H. P.
Gurney, A. H.
Butcher, D. A. T.

CAPTAINS.

LIEUTENANTS.
Neville, F. G..
C.
Price, W. J. J.
Hopton, I. J.
Parslow, L J
Hannah, W. H.
Eames, A. G.
French, B. G. J.
Balding, C. E E.
2ND LIEUTENANT
Lewis, W. G. G.
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Every day is a sunny day — if your system \
is clean and clear from poisons. A glass of
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for our help or advice, and take your time if you
want to choose a book. We like you to feel
perfectly at ease.
If there is a branch in your vicinity, you will find
it a useful shop to know : a place to find good
reading and a variety of stationery, and a place
where the need of the customer, in or out of
the Services, is invariably the first consideration.

W. H. SMITH & SON LTD.
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short of natural oils.
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all right, but what a
different girl! He's lost
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a gentle massage with
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Personalia
HE Colonel of the Regiment sends his best
Twishes
for Christmas and the New \ear to

Brigadier Rice is home for a period of six
weeks ; Colonel Rose has been home for ten
days and has now returned to the Middle East.

We wish our readers a Happy Christmas,
and a New Year of diminished austerity and a
more hopeful outlook.

Major D. C. Coates retired in November,
being granted the honorary rank of Lieut.
Colonel. We wish him the best of luck for the
future. He is at Tudor House, Childrey, Nr.
Wantage, Berks., trying his hand at being an
assistant to a race horse trainer. He now gets
plenty of riding.

all Buffs, wherever situated, and to our Allied
Regiment the Queen's Own Rifles of Canada.

Yet another year of the Dragon draws to a
close. We thank our many contributors for
their literary contributions and the advertisers
who have remained faithful to the journal.
Lieut.Colonel J. G. Nicholson, who has for
some time been in an important appointment
overseas has retired with the honorary rank of
Brigadier.
His outstanding qualities as a soldier showed
themselves at an early age and it was evident
that given luck and opportunity, he was likely
to carve out a very successful career. This he
did by being selected, whilst a junior officer,
to command the reconstituted 2nd Battalion.
His command was cut short when severely
wounded in his first action. On his recovery,
he held several important staff appointments
and had the unique experience of playing a
leading part in the surrender of the Italian Army
and the Japanese.
We wish him the best of luck for the future,
and regret that _his military career ter
minated and that it was impossible for him
to command a battalion of The Buffs, in times
of peace, which was his ambition.

Lieut.Colonel E. Barry has retired from the
Chief Secretaryship of Somaliland and is now
on retirement leave. He is spending six months
in Mombasa where he has rented a house
situated about one and a half miles off the
main road. He expects to be home in May,
1949, after a period of ten years in Africa.
Lieut.Colonel J. R. P. Williams sails in the
Orion on January 20th for Ceylon and Malaya
on business ; Mrs. Williams accompanies him
as far as Ceylon. They expect to be back home
sometime in April.
Major H. Howard is now employed as an
instructor at the Tactical School, Devizes.
He appreciates both the job and the surrounding
country.
Major J. S. Blanford is shortly retiring from
the Shell Petrolium Company after some 28
years' service, most of which was spent in
China. He has purchased a pleasant little
modern house and some 6J acres of land near
Elham : Gate Cottage, Parkgate, Elham. He
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is marrying ag^in early in March of next year
and intends to develop the smallholding with
the assistance of his wife and elder daughter,
both of whom have practical experience of land
work.
We regret To hear that Major J. Sherwood
has had to undergo two operations. He has
had an unpleasant time but is making good
progress though still in hospital.
Captain G. A. Cox and Mrs. Cox are now
stationed at Frankfurt. We are glad to know
that Mrs. Cox is progressing favourably after
a severe operation and has left hospital.
Mr. A. Robinson is with the Quartermaster's
branch of the G.C.G. in Frankfurt. He was
with the 2nd Battalion as a Corporal in Multan
and was P.R.I. Clerk in Gibraltar. He sends
his best wishes to old friends, particularly to
Captain Fawcett.
H. Cohen, who last May changed his name
by deed of poll to Mansfield, has returned to
his former occupation of Cinema Assistant
Manager and is working in London. Moving
about various cinemas in greater London he
meets many exBuffs.
A. R. F. Dalgliesh, formerly a Cadet from
R.M.A., Sandhurst, has been gazetted 2nd
Lieutenant in the Regiment.
Captain A. Broadley and Lieut. E. D. Fitz
Gerald have been gazetted to Short Service
Commissions, and W.S./Captain J. L. Trender,
Emergency Commission.
Captain G. C. J. Wirth has relinquished his
commission.
Mr. A. V. Ongley was posted to the School
of Artillery early in the year and has, since
July; been living at "The Ark", The Packway,
Larkhill, Salisbury Plain, Wilts.

Births, Marriages, Deaths.
BIRTH

Prestige.—On November 20th, 1948, at the

Kent and Canterbury Hospital, to Hilary
(nee Findlay), wife of J. T. R. Prestige, of
Hilarity House, Bishopsbourne, the gift of a
daughter.

Awards

<

THE WAR OFFICE, 19TH NOVEMBER, 1948.

The King has been pleased to grant
unrestricted permission for the wearing
of the following decorations which have
been conferred on the undermentioned
personnel in recognition of distinguished
services in the cause of the Allies :—
Decorations conferred by the President of
the United States of America.
Legion of Merit, Degree of Officer.
Major Olaf Lund Lippmann, M.B.E.
(329001), The Buffs, (Royal East Kent
Regiment).
Legion of Merit, Degree of Legionnaire.
Major Svend Aaage Poulsgard Truelsen
(328302), The Buffs (Royal East Kent
Regiment).
Decorations conferred by His Royal
Highness The Prince Regent of Belgium.
Croix Militaire 1st Class.
LieutenantColonel Edwin James Evans
(106308), Royal Pioneer Corps.

Future Events.
HOME COUNTIES BRIGADE GROUP
GOLFING SOCIETY
Spring Meeting—Littlestone.
Practice Day—Friday, April 1st.
Competitions—Saturday, April 2nd.
Sunday, April 3rd.
THE BUFFS GOLFING SOCIETY
Spring Meeting. The Royal St. George's
Golf Club, Sandwich, March 26th27th.
2/5th BATTALION
The Annual Dinner will take place on
19th March at the Windsor Castle, Victoria.
Tickets, 12/6 each, may be obtained from
Mr. F. G. Skinner, 43 Park Avenue,
Bromley, Kent.
CANTERBURY CRICKET WEEK
Saturday, July 30thFriday, August 5th
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
August 7th

THE

Home Counties Brigade Group
Golf Meeting.

The Buffs War Memorial Fund,
Warriors' Chapel

1. DATE

It has been decided to hold a Home Counties Brigade
Group Golf Meeting at Littlestone on 2nd and 3rd
April, 1949. The course will be available for practice
rounds on the afternoon t)f Friday, 1st April.
2. ELIGIBILITY

Any officer who holds or has held any type of com
mission in any of the Regiments of the Home Counties
Brigade Group, is eligible to play. There is no restriction
on the number of entries from each regiment.
3. COMPETITIONS

(a) Competitions, on handicap, will consist of 36
holes Medal Play and 36 holes Foursomes against bogey.
The Foursomes competition will probably take place
on the afternoon of each day.
(b) All cards returned will be placed jn order of merit
and the regiments graded accordingly, based on the
three''best returns, in each competition, of any players
from each regiment.
The regiment that holds the highest position in both
the Medal Play and Foursomes Competition will be
adjudged the winner ; in the event of a tie, it will be
decided on the Medal Play.
4. PRIZES

(a) A small cup will be presented to the winning
regiment.
(b) First and second individual prizes will be presented
for each competition.
5. ACCOMMODATION AND TRANSPORT

1st Battalion Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regi
ment will provide accommodation at Shorncliffe and
transport to Littlestone each day for those who require it.
The acommodation will be of the "picnic" variety, in
view of the limited capacity of the Officers' Messes.
6. EXPENSES

It is estimated that the cost of the meeting for each
individual will work out as follows :—

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Green Fees (including practise round on
1st April)
...
_
Lunches and Teas at Golf Club
(N.B.—This figure appears unduly
high and is being queried)
Officers' Mess Charges for those staying
at Shorncliffe ...
...
...
...
There are no additional individual
charges. The entrance fee of £2 Os. Od.
per regiment for prizes, etc., is being
paid by The Buffs Golfing Society Fund.

£ s- d1
2
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7. REGIMENTAL ENTRIES

The Group Golf Meeting has the full support of the
Colonel of the Regiment and it is hoped that those, who
can manage it, will enter for the meeting. A minimum of
six players is necessary, in order that we may have a
chance to win the regimental cup.
Will anyone who wishes to play please inform Lt.Col.
M. P. D. Dewar, M.B.E., Joint Services Staff College,
Latimer, Chesham, Bucks., before 31st January, 1949,
stating whether or not accommodation at Shorncliffe
and transport each day to Littlestone is required.

INFORMATION has been received from Mr.
*John L. Denman, F.R.I.B.A., the architect by
whom the Altar over the Simon Langton Tomb
in the Warriors' Chapel has bee?i designed,
that the Work on the altar should be Completed
within two or three months.
Considerable delay has been caused, owing
to the difficulty in obtaining the Bethersden
Marble which enters largely into the con
struction of the altar.
Various proposals have been considered by
the Committee in connexion with the altar
furnishings. It is quite evident that they must
be in every sense worthy of the Memorial and
the Warriors' Chapel, which when the Memorial
is completed, will be one of the finest in the
country.
Through the good offices of Archdeacon
Bickersteth, we have been able to secure a very
beautiful Quartz Crystal Crucifix measuring
21 inches by 17 inches across. The Cross is
considered by experts from the British and
Victoria and Albert Museums to be a great
work of Art dating from the 16th or 17th
century. The Colonel of the Regiment has
presented this Cross in memory of those who
served in the 2nd Battalion, The Buffs, with
which Battalion he served throughout his
career as a regimental soldier and now has
ceased to exist except in name, as it is amal
gamated with the 1st Battalion.
The silver gilt Base which will be necessary,
is to be defrayed from the funds subscribed and
will conform to the silver gilt enrichment on
the Crucifix and in harmony with the Candle
sticks which are now under consideration.
The question of the East Window is shortly
to be reviewed and we have to thank the
Queen's Own Rifles of Canada—our Allied
Regiment—for their most generous response
to our Memorial Appeal which makes the
construction of the window possible.
The Book of Life is being inscribed with the
names of those who paid the supreme sacrifice
in the 193945 World War. We are most
grateful to the Officer Commanding Records for
his help in the completion of these records.
The Book, as after the 191418 War, will be
illuminated with the Battle Honours of the last
War. Information received from the War
Office indicates that the battle honours for the
193945 War will not be decided upon for some
years. It is not proposed to hold up the \york
on this account.
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The Victory (ExServices) Club.

XCELLENT Club premises have been
Eacquired
at 7379 Seymour Street, Marble

Arch, London, W.2. Here a fine building pro
vides a great many bedrooms, comfortable
lounges, restaurants, reading, writing and
games rooms, as well as facilities for reunions,
entertainments, dances and lectures. A Welfare,
Advice and Employment Bureau also gives
assistance with employment, pensions, resettle
ment, etc., working in close collaboration with
other charitable and voluntary organisations.
It is planned to purchase the bombed site
adjoining the present club premises, upon
which the building will be extended to provide
additional accommodation, and other vital
necessities, including quarters for married
members.
A donation of fifty pounds from the Regiment
has been sent to the Club Fund.
Individual membership subscription is ten
shillings a year; covering the period from
1st April to 31st March annually ; life member
ship fee is five pounds.

l/4th Battalion Reunion,
F\ESPITE the lapse of 10 years since the last reunion,
^of the 890 officers and men of the l/4th Buffs who
sailed for India 34 years ago, nearly 300 foregathered
at the Drill Hall, Canterbury, for the first postwar
reunion of the, Old Comrades' Association. They came
from all parts of East Kent.
The proceedings opened with the ceremony of the
Colours, which, carried by the two senior surviving
officers, Col. B. S. Collard and Major G. M. Kingsford,
and escorted by Sergeants Sherman and Kemp and in
charge of R.S.M. Hurley, of the present 4th Buffs, were
marched into the hall to the strains of the Regimental
March.
The old comrades were welcomed by Colonel L. B.
Grant, formerly Adjutant of the Battalion, who has
only recently returned to England after 33 years in the
East. He said he felt like the prodigal son with the
honour of the chairmanship of the Association as the
fatted calf. It was a long time ago that they set off
together for India and to see so many of them present
that evening was a jolly good show. Since then there had
been another great war and horrible things had happened
to England.
"I would like to take off my hat to all you people
who stayed at home and carried on with your work
despite bombs, shells, doodlebugs and everything else",
he said. "That's the way we British win wars. England
has riot been beaten in war since 1066. Let's hope that
will always be so." (Applause.)
He regretted to say that they were no longer 890
strong. Some of them had gone the way of all flesh
and some had grown too old to make the journey that
night.
Col. Grant thanked the local committees and all who
had helped to make that evening possible and paid tribute

(icontinued on page 269)

Round and About
By The Tramp
Christmas
^"PHE return of the
* great Festival of the
year is always sudden
if one can judge by
remarks made by one's
friends and also, be it
confessed, by oneself.
"Why, it seems only
yesterday that we were
on our summer holiday"
and "I haven't bought
a card or a present yet"
are the sort of remarks
we make and hear. So
as we hasten to the
shops to repair omissions
we may be pardoned for letting our minds
Wander' to, say, Durban where an English
Cricket team (lucky mortals) will be sweltering
under an African sun and endeavouring to
confound the prophets of woe who foretell
debacles comparable with those witnessed on
the cricket grounds of England this summer.
A friend of mine is at this moment flying to
Capetown to escape the sort of weather we
experienced a few weeks ago when fog
blanketted most of the country. He is, I regret
to say, woefully ignorant of and uninterested
in cricket. A tendency to bronchitis is taking
him South and, as he is a painter, he will no
doubt return next May with many pictures in
which strong blue shadows will predominate.
Personally, for all my love of erieket, I would
rather paint the greyness of England in winter.
I always hold that the landscape, especially of
our Southern country, is more beautiful when
the trees are bare of feaves and their anatomy
revealed. The only trouble is that painting
out of doors in winter is fraught with discomfort
and danger to health. A shooting brake would
be a great help.
Fog
It was my lot to make several journeys by road during
the recent fog and I cannot say that they were pleasant.
One such journey from London to the Weald of Kent
was by motor coach and it was twice as long as it should
have been. But I must hand it to the driver who steered
our coach through the denseness and never pnce had to
brake suddenly. I used to think that enginedrivers
were a class apart but coachdrivers must now, in my
view, be added to the short list of people to whom we
entrust our lives in dangerous and hazaidous conditions.

Reunion
I was lately one of a large and enthusiastic company
which assembled at a Past and Present dinner in the
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Weald. It will doubtless be reported elsewhere in this
issue. I found it particularly enjoyable because it en
abled me, as of course it should, to meet many old
friends and because it was held in an inn which retains
much of the atmosphere of distant and more spacious
days. One of the company present reminded me that we
had last met at the old "Citadel at Dover just about iriiis
time of year thirtyfour years ago when the 3rd Battalion
was quartered in those ancient and oftcondemned
barracks. Those were the days when Colonel Henry
Hirst was commanding and Captain A. S. Creswell
was Adjutant ; when the orderly officer had, amongst
his other duties, to wander and slither after 11 p.m.
about the immediate countryside in order to visit out
posts. One of my first real commands was at the colliery
office below Shakespeare Cliff and how the gales used to
blow as one climbed cliff paths in search of sentry posts.
It was always good, when a tour of duty was over, to
return to the warm and shabby mess overlooking the
Channel. We were all wonderfully keen in those days
and the mud of Flanders was something that had not
as yet impressed itself upon the mind or the body of the
British Army. Dover was dark and gloomy, but Folke
stone afforded many minor delights. It is all very long
ago, but a great deal of it returned to me when I met that
old friend of 1914. I hope that there are still many old
Buffs who can recall as vividly as I do the windswept
Citadel square, the Chequers Inn at West Hougham and
Lyddon Spout.

and I have only touched it as yet. A little book, published
in 1942, has just come my way. It is Marshal de Grouchy
and the Guns of Waterloo, by Bertram Ratcliffe (Muller).
I recommend it warmly to anyone interested in the
subject. As its name implies, it is a study, quite brief
but none the less complete—of the part played by a
particular French general. Immediately after the battle
and for many years afterwards controversy raged on the
subject. Napoleon himself attributed to de Grouchy
the blame for his own defeat at the hands of Wellington.
It is far from certain that he was justified in doing so
and this little book, written by a very keen student of
the affair, is well worth reading for the drama of the
events recorded. It is also the tragedy of a commandsr
who followed the orders he received too closely and.who
failed to take a risk by a partial departure from them
when the circumstances seemed to suggest that he
might have done so with success. It was not the first
time—nor will it be the last—that a comparable dilemma
confronted a commander in the field and probably the
soundest view to take is to remember that luck plays
its part in military success equally with skill and
resolution. Finally, one has to remember that the orders
of the Emperor were not lightly departed from, even if
the sound of the guns called for a change of direction.
However, if you like a dramatic story of great events,
this short book will give you good value for five shillings.

Winter Reading
One of the compensations of our Winter is the extra
reading time it gives. True enough there is less of
it than in former days, for few of us are not encumbered
with household duties in these austere times, but there
is still space, when washingup is done, to enjoy an
occasional book. I usually try to read something that
belongs to the past during the Winter, returning to old
favourites or filling in some gaps by reading a neglected
book or two. One such recently came my way. It is the
autobiography of Anthony Trollope, the Victorian
novelist. Trollope fell into disfavour after his death in
1882 and was rediscovered a few years ago. There is a
boom in him now and the Radio has helped' to re
popularise him. He was a "best seller" in his lifetime.
The particular book I have read is, in my opinion, even
better than his best work of fiction. It is a most honest
book, as few autobiographies are. In fact it was so
honest that when it was published soon after his death
it killed his sales for sixty years. This was because he
told the truth about himself and the Victorians were
disillusioned. He showed himself to be an ordinary man
with a gift for story telling ; a Post Office official with a
practical mind, who wrote for money and, what is more,
made it out of his books. He states quite frankly what
his books earned him, namely some £70,000. This
shocked our greatgrandfathers, who liked their writers
and artists to be supermen, oblivious of cash. Old
Thomas Carlyle, "the joyless philosopher", was another
man whose posthumous reputation suffered by the
publication of his reminiscences.
Trollope's story of his life is absorbingly interesting
and his experiences as a Post Office inspector in Ireland
a hundred years ago make excellent reading. He was a
keen hunting man and enjoyed good company. A man
well worth knowing and this book goes far to make that
possible.

de Grouchy
The Waterloo Campaign is one of the most fascinating
episodes in military history. A recent visit to the historic
battlefield whetted my appetite for information con
cerning it. The bibliography of the campaign is enormous

Sea Picnic.
VV/'HEN the 1st Battalion was in Gibraltar
** some years ago a popular annual event was
the Company outing to Sandy Bay, beyond
Second River in Spain. The Navy would lend
us a large harbour launch, in which the whole
Company with its married families embarked,
whilst a few dinghies or whalers would be towed
astern for disembarkation.
Most summers the trip across the bay was uneventful
enough, but one year the occasion coincided with a visit
of the Levanter. This is an easterly wind which brings
with it all the stored heat of the Mediterranean and has
the effect of forming a heavy cloud which blankets the
upper part of the Rock, making the atmosphere below
steamy and oppressive. But once you get clear of the
cloud a little distance from the shore sudden strong
gusts are wont to descend on to the water in a most
unpredictable manner and whip it for a while into a
froth which is distinctly alarming to those who are
unaccustomed to the fitful temper of the ocean.
Our crowded steamboat had just emerged from the
shelter of the harbour when a sudden fierce squall
lathered the water all around us.
"Glory be to God !" gasped our Quartermaster
Sergeant's wife, who hailed from Dublin, as she clutched
her youngsters frantically. But they thought it a great
joke and yelled with glee. Though quivering a little
under the impact of the wind our stout vessel steamed
on imperturbably.
We were halfway across the bay, and the small boats
astern were dancing merrily in our wake, when suddenly
an ominous bang followed by a jangle of machinery
came from the engine room and the engine stopped.
"Holy Mother !" Mrs. Q. ejaculated as the vessel
broachedto and lay wallowing in the rollers. "And
are we after being drowned now ?"
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The Naval PettyOfficer in charge came aft wearing
a solemn mien.

out of thimselves like salmon in the Liffy dhrunk with
Guinnesswather.''

"Piston's broke", he muttered enigmatically in rich
Devon. "Lucky her didn't drive a hole through the
bottom of the craft, like wot happened to a shipmate
o' mine, pore chap."

"No, Mrs. Q., I will not", I answered firmly.
the best cure.in the world for them."

PettyOfficer Bollard was one of those cheerful kind
of fellows who enjoy looking on the gloomy side of
events.
 "Well," I said, "as it hasn't blown a hole in her,
what do we do now ?"
"Tidn' no use doin' nothin', Sir", he answered, ,
meaning just the opposite. "Us can only 'oist a signal
and hope they'll pick un up at the Signal Station. Us'll
just have to driftloike."
So we hoisted a signal of distress and drifted with a
pleasant ^eesaw motion whilst everyone scanned the
harbour entrance for a rescue craft. None came,, and
Mrs. Q. began to show signs of agitation. It was evident
that the open ocean was not quite her element. Fortun
ately, though, we were now far removed from the fickle
gusts of the Rock, but as the wind freshened the sea
became more lively and Mrs. Q. more alarmed.
"Faith;" she murmured, "and if we get out of this
alive it will be the death of me, so it will."
Nevertheless it was the breeze that helped us for it
was driving us slowly on to a lee shore. Gradually we
closed the long glittering strand where we originally
intended to land. When about half a mile off shore
the bulk of the men, and such of the families as cared
to go with them, embarked in the open boats, oars were
manned, and before long cargo and passengers were
safely landed. But Mrs. Q. and a number of others
resolved that it was safer to stay aboard the launch.
Soon the breeze carried her into shallower water where
she was anchored only a short distance off shore. Here
Mrs. Q. and her companions were persuaded that it
was perfectly safe to risk a short trip in a whaler.
On landing they found a marquee had already been
pitched for a canteen, tables were set out, and piles of
sausage rolls and other good things were ready to be
devoured by the happy castaways.
The only rule laid down on these occasions was that
no one should wander far from the beach. But "single
men in barracks don't grow into plaster saints" and
when, at last, after a jolly afternoon of bathing and
games on that sundrenched beach it was time to
reembark two men were missing.
As the last boatload was about to shove off for the
relief launch, which had come out during the afternoon,
two figures were spied steering an erratic course along
the beach. They were the missing men, very much
under the weather. Not too gently the Company
SergeantMajor (who is still serving, though now in a
higher capacity) dealt with them, and they were dumped
into a boat. On arrival alongside the steamer the final
boatload embarked—except the two wanderers. Thoy
were left in the dinghy which was towed astern of all
the others.
As we steamed across the bay that dinghy danced
like a cork, and soon two green agonized faces hung over
each side. Every now and then the lop of a wave
doused Them.
Mrs. Q., who had now quite recovered from her fears,
regarded them pityingly.
"Ah, and will you not haul them in, the poor
creatures ?" she pleaded. "And them gasping the lives

"It is

"Ah, you're a hard man, so you are !" she smiled
sadly.
When we drew alongside the quay and everyone
disembarked those two were limp, but as sober as
judges. Shamefacedly they began to slink away with
the others.
"Here You !" barked the SergeantMajor. "Two men
are wanted to unload the stores—you'll do !"
Meekly they obeyed. And that was the end of the
matter, though I have an idea that later the Sergeant
Major addressed them in a manner "something less
than kind".
R.T.

Correspondence.
"Galway",
Livingstone Road,
Claremont,
Cape Town.

To The Editor, "The Dragon",
Canterbury, Kent.

1st December, 1948.

Dear Sir,'
May I use your space to wish all Present and Past
Buffs a very Happy Christmas and New Year and may
our relationship, comradeship and esteem be maintained
as it is today. Naturally most of my thoughts go out to
those who served with me whom I can remember,
Snowball Manning, Charlie Stringer, Floss Firmin,
J. Enright, Austen, Darky Warner, Varnham, Jock
Isard, men who I had such happy times with at Canter
bury, Chatham, Castlebar, Galway, Athlone, Kilkenny,
Waterford, Dungannon, Dublin, Salisbury and after a
trip halfway round the world, Canterbury again,
Bloemfontein, and Harry Blanchard, Stringer and
Frank Peach saw me off on a train at 11 p.m. at Machoda
dorp when I took my discharge. The happiest times of
my life were spent in The Buffs, and when I wanted
a name for my house I called it "Galway" because
I think that was really the happiest time of all, and it
recalls Captain Eustace, "Footy" Marriott, R. G.
Badger, Cook Corporal Marchant, Sgt. Waters, "Alphie"
Farewell, Bob Stowers, who pushed me out of a boat
up Lake Cerrib into 20 feet of water—that was just off
Minlo, where we had been having Guiness Porter at some
old Biddy's (3d. a bottle, ye Gods'!) and we could
"procure" a 5 or 6 lb. salmon for about 1/6 (for nothing
if you knew the ropes better than I did).
I was very grieved to hear of Captain Ernie Carter's
death ; when Kipling wrote If he must have had just such
a man in his mind's eye—"You'll be a Man, my son".
My closest contact with him was when Jimmy Bingham
was drowned in Kilkenny.
I will not encroacjh any more on your space. Once more
Best of Health and Luck to all of you.
Your old comrade,
H. G. COPELAND,
Late 3825,
"B" Coy., The Buffs.
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Photo by Gaston Henri Stanger
Memorial Stone, Fort Pearson Military Cemetery, Natal, Commemorating Zulu War, 1879

Windsor Shell Hole,
P.O. Newark,
Natal, S. Africa.

August Wth, 1948.
Dear Sir,
On the banks of the Tugela River on the Natal
Zululand border is an old military cemetery in which
some members of the Regiment are buried. They died
during the Zulu War of 1879. This cemetery has been
long forgotten, and was reverting to original bush.
The Windsor Shell Hole, which is an exservicemen's
organisation, could not allow this to happen, so erected
80 headstones and a memorial granite tablet, and put
the cemetery into good order, and will always keep it so.

114 Maidstone Road,
Chatham.
17th November, 1948.
Dear Sir,
I read with interest the 1st Battalion "Education
Centre" notes that appeared in the October Dragon.
How right is the author of those notes. My daughters
present to me algebraic and other problems which I once
could answer with ease, and I have the greatest difficulty
in keeping my flag at the top of the mast. What the
future holds in store for me I dare not consider.
Incidentally, I see in the fourth paragraph of the
notes referred to above, reference to the "Forces
Preliminary Certificate".

In February of this year the organisation held a
memorial service and the cemetery was rededicated by the
Bishop of Zululand. Unfortunately it was not possible
to trace the names of each individual grave, so on each
headstone the following words were inscribed : "Here
rests a brave British soldier".

That is new to me, and I, in common with other
old members of the Regiment, would be interested in
hearing more about it. Have the Educational Certificates
changed from the old First, Second and Third > Perhaps
the Education Centre would like to enlighten me.
Yours sincerely,

[A letter of thanks for their very kind action has been
sent to the Shell Hole Commander, Windsor Shell Hole,
Natal.—Ed.]

To The Editor, "The Dragon",
Canterbury, Kent.

W. G. STEWART.
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Military Cemetery, Fort Pearson, Natal

Kingston Club,
KingstonuponThames.

December 1th, 1948.
To The Editor, "The Dragon".
Dear Sir,
Having all my life taken the greatest interest in
regimental history and tradition, I read with much
pleasure Colonel Rose's letter re Private Moyse ; many
years ago I was told by one who knew Moyse, that he
was a man of good education, not the rude, lowborn,
untaught depicted, and I was instructed always to
render the opening lines of the poem as follows
"Last night among his fellows rough
He jested, quaffed and swore,
A dauntless Private of The Buffs."
Further, I was informed by one who was serving with
the Regiment at the time, that Moyse's son (then a
priest in the Roman Church) visited the 1st Battalion
about 18745 when it was ^stationed in Calcutta. He
most probably is the person who at one time was
Principal of St. Joseph's College, Calcutta

Photo by Gaston Henri Stanger

In the early 30's I visited Denmark and whilst standing
on the parade ground of the Citadel, Copenhagen, a
very smart party of young soldiers arrived under a
N.C.O. On their dismissal, I enquired of one of them
who they were. He told me they were Volunteers under
going a preliminary course of instruction before joining
for their regular service. I asked what rank the N.C.O.
incharge held. He replied in perfect English : "He is a
Sergeant, but I am only a Private". I replied : "A rank
to be proud of. Our Poet Laureate wrote of a private
of my Regiment :
'So let his name through Europe ring,
A Man of mean estate,
Who died as brave as Sparta's king
Because his soul was great.' "
"Ah !", he said, "A Private of The Buffs !" This
surprised me greatly. I little thought that a young
foreigner who had never visited England could be so
conversant with our Regimental Poem, especially as
it was in the days before so many of our Danish friends
volunteered to serve in the Regiment.
Yours faithfully,
A. E. COLLEY.
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Photo by Gaston Henri Stanger
2nd Battalion The Buffs Cricket Match, Officers v Sergeants, King's Hill, Harrismith, South Africa
December, 1907
Standing (left to right).—Lt. H. Gilead Smith, Lt. (Q.M.) W. R. Stainforth, Capt. C. D. K. Greenway, Lt. W. H.
Green, Lt. L. Fort, Lt. J. S. Sill, Cr.Sgt. Eales, O.R. Sgt. Andrews, DrumMajor Dickson, Sgt. Link,
Cr.Sgt. Marchant, Sgt. Laing, Sgt. Kelly, Sgt. MacDonald.
Sitting (left to right).—Major C. C. Cobbe, Sgt. Ingram, Bandmaster Hewitt, Sgt. Wallis, Lt.Col. R. Bayard,
R.Q.M.S. Smith, Major W. A. Eaton, R.S.M. Barton.
Sitting on ground (left to right).—2/Lt. I. C. Innes, Capt. (Adjt.) C. A. Worthington, 2/Lt. N. S. Hart.

l/4th Battalion Reunion—continued from p. 264
to the Past and Present Association The Buffs for their
help in spreading the news of the reunion. Advising
those who had not already done so to join that Associ
ation, he said, "You cannot be in better company than
the good old Buffs." (Cheers.)
After the Colours had been marched out again, the
rest of the evening was spent informally, talking over
old times in India and Mesopotamia.
Other old officers present included Lt.Col. H. L.
Cremer, Col. C. S. F. Witts, Major R. E. Harbord, Major
A. C. Grigg and Capt. H. F. Whitfield.

It is interesting to note that Major Kingsford was, as
Captain, one of the Colour Party which, in September,
1909, received the Colours from King Edward VII at
Windsor Castle. The only other surviving members of
that party are exSgt. W. Knight and exL/Cpl. A. E.
Johnings, both of Canterbury, and both present on
Saturday.
The Committee responsible for the admirable arrange
ments comprised Col. Cremer, Major Kingsford, Capt.
C. Pidduck and Messrs. Johnings, S. Faulkner and S.
Sayer.
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The Past and Present Association.
Life Members
NOVEMBER 1ST—30TH, 1948

London Branch.—Blackman, F., Calcutt, W. H.
Ramsgate Branch.—Glywn, R.

f



v

Annual Members
NOVEMBER 1ST—30TH, 1948

DECEMBER MEETING

London Branch.—Whitlock, G. R., Raggett, A. J.
Dover Branch.—Deal, A. B. C.
Ramsgate Branch.—Porter, G. H., Heath, S.
The Buffs War Memorial Fund, 193945
DONATIONS

Sergeant J. Shaw

...

...

...

Total to date

...

£ s. d.
2 10

0

£2,944 10 10

DONATIONS

£
...

Mr. H. Barnes had the pleasure of welcoming Major
A. J. Peareth, Association Secretary, and Mr. King,
Jnr., to our branch meeting. There was a good number
of members present, for it had been arranged to have
a good social evening. But when it came to the corres
pondence there was very great disappointment when it
was made known that our visitors, Heme Bay Branch,
were unable to make it owing to illness, etc., which
reduced the number to such an extent that they had to
call it off. So it was decided to carry on with branch
business which was to have been held over until the
next meeting.
ELECTION OF SECRETARY AND ASSISTANT SECRETARY.

Benevolent Fund
The total grants from the Benevolent Fund and the
World War Charitable Fund during the month of
November, 1948. are :—
d.
Benevolent Fund
...
...
...
... 37 1 0
World War Charitable Fund...
...
... 30 10 0

Past and Present Association—
Lt.Col. E. Barry ...
...

A letter from Heme Bay Branch suggesting
that they pay us a visit in December was
welcomed. From all around the room came
proposals that we invite Heme Bay Branch,
with Ladies, to our December Meeting.
SICK.—It is with much regret that we have
to report that Mr. J. King is not making much
headway towards recovery.

...

2 10

d-

0

Ashford Branch

November Meeting being our Annual General
Meeting, there was plenty of business to be
attended to besides the election of Officers and
Committee.
Major Bompas was again elected President.
VicePresidents, Captain Butcher, Captain
Denne, Captain Crothall, were all reelected.
It was unanimously agreed to ask Colonel G. R.
Howe to be added to the list of VicePresidents.
Mr. H. Barnes was again elected Chairman.
Mr. F. Marsh declined ViceChairman, owing
to living at Hothfield he found the distance too
much to be able to attend all meetings. Mr. J.
Rossiter was elected ViceChairman. Secretary
and Assistant Secretary had to be held over
until the next meeting as the members present
were unable to find anyone to accept the jobs.
Mr. W. Manktelow was again elected Treasurer.
Auditors, Captain D. A. T. Butcher and Mr. H.
Coleman. Committee, Messrs. H. Ades, W.
Coleman, G. Checksfield, H. Jarvis, E. Stace,
W. Hogben elected.
Major Bompas proposed that a hearty vote
of thanks be accorded to the Chairman, Joint
Secretaries and Committee for past services.

Again the branch was unable to find anyone to take over
the Secretary's duties. So Mr. E. Sharrard volunteered
to undertake the task if Mr. Harrison would accept
Assistant Secretary. Carried unanimously. Mr. E. Stace
accepted the post of Sick Visitor for the next twelve
months.
PRESENTATION TO MR. HARRISON.—Major Peareth,
on behalf of the branch, kindly presented a gift as a
token of appreciation for ten years as Chairman of the
branch.

Mr. Harrison thanked the branch for such a splendid
gift, for it is one that will always be treasured by him
as it will always keep in his memory the very pleasant
times that we have had at our branch meetings, and
said that he would like to see the branch back to its
prewar standard once more.
VISIT TO HERNE BAY.—It was unanimously agreed
that a letter be written to Herne Bay Branch suggesting
that we pay them a visit in January or early February.
SICK.—Mr. Williams is now out of hospital. We wish
him a speedy recovery to good health.

The rest of the evening was spent in harmony. Mr. N.
Salmons at the piano, Mr. Edwards with his accordion,
and songs by Master Rossiter.

F.H.H.

London Branch

A Meeting of the London Branch was held
at 7.30 p.m. on Saturday, 20th November, at
the "Prince Alfred", Tufton Street, West
minster, S.W., with Captain G. J. Emery in the
Chair.
We were pleased to have with us Colonel
N. R. Reeves, Captain A. E. Brittain, Captain
H. Hopps and many other of our regular
visitors.
Members stood in silence to the memory of
J. E. Batstone, 6330 W. H. Stunt and Fred
Scragg.

THE
MINUTES.—The Secretary read the Minutes
of the last meeting) Mr. E. Smith proposed
and Mr. G. Skinner seconded they be passed
as correct.
VISIT TO MEDWAY BRANCH. — Members
booking seats on the coach were asked to pay
at least a small deposit at the December
Meeting.
The fare would be 5/6 for the return journey.
SANDWICH BRANCH VISIT.—The Chairman welcomed
our visitors and said they were most welcome although
we were unable to entertain them as their visit was
unexpected and the landlord was unable to provide for
so many at such short notice.
BUN PENNY COLLECTION.—£1 5s. Od.
NEW MEMBERS.—Messrs. Hixson (3rd Bn.) and Stone
4th Bn.) attended for the first time and were welcomed
into the branch by the Chairman.
DARTS.—Mr. Collins congratulated the visitors on
winning the match. The Chairman endorsed the con
gratulations and regretted we had been unable to
entertain them in our usual manner.
Mr. Thirst replied for the visitors.

HERE AND THERE

Bob Billings represented the branch at the Brighton
Branch dinner. Captain G. J. Emery (in hospital) was
unable to attend.
2/5TH BATTALION.—We have received letters from the
following :—A. G. Stephens, C. E. Edmunds, A. H.
Barber, H. S. Villars, F. I. Stevens, R. W. Jones, C. Grigg,
W. Thompson Hill, W. J. Underhill, J. W. Simmons and
B. W. Stenning.
1ST AND 2ND BATTALIONS.—Captain L. E. L. Coates,
A. B. A. Osmond, Colonel G. F. Hamilton, Lieut.Colonel
C. E. Vaughan, Major P. Ransley, Lieut.Colonel L. C. R.
Messel, Captain W. T. Stone, Lieut.Colonel Guy Lee,
R.S.M. Love, Major A. C. Jennings and Lieut.Colonel
J. R. P. Williams.
4TH BATTALION.—Major H. G. James, Major A. E.
Colley and V. Hewson.
6TH BATTALION.—Clarence "Kelly's Eye" Holness,
R. W. Billings, G. R. Miller, W. R. Gray, M.C., Captain
N. C. Christopherson, Dean of Peterborough, and Bert
Tester.
7TH BATTALION.—Captain F. M. Stoop.
8TH BATTALION.—Captain T. S. Overy, Dr. Paul
Ferman and J. Handrahan.
V. W. Hewson (4th and 2/4th Battalions) was not
passed fit to go to India in 1914 so went to the 2/4th
Battalion. He managed to get. to France in both World
Wars. He is a member of the London Branch.
6285486 P. Chapman (2nd Battalion) has been serving
in the R.A.S.C. since 1939, and was discharged, with the
rank of C.S.M., on 24th November, very ill.
Captain Geo. Johnson will be 88 years young on 7th
February, 1949.
George Cobb represented the branch at the funeral of
his old friend W. H. Stunt (6330).
F. H. Benge wishes to be remembered to C.S.M.
"Cabby" Saunders.
"Snowball" Manning is having another bad time with
arthritis.
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Pat Comelio is in hospital in Birmingham and has lost
the use of his hands.

London Branch
LADIES' GUILD

There was a large assembly of members at
the meeting held on 4th December last at the
Prince Alfred, Tufton Street, S.W.I, with Mrs.
D. E. Spinner in the Chair.
MINUTES.—The Minutes of the last Meeting
were read, passed and signed. There were no
questions arising out of the Minutes.
"CORRESPONDENCE.—Letters were received
and read from The Buffs Ladies' Guild
President, The Hon. Mrs. Gerald Scarlett, also
from Mrs. Keown, Mrs. King, Mrs. Chichester,
Mrs. Draper, Mrs. Cousens and Miss Evans, all
sending Christmas Greetings to the Members.
REGRETS.—Regrets for nonattendance were received
from Mrs. Enright and Mrs. Collins.
OBITUARY.—The members regretted to hear of the
death of Mr. (Billy) Stunt and a wreath was sent from
the Ladies' Guild. A letter was received from Mrs. Stunt
thanking the members for their kind sympathy and
thought.
ANNIVERSARY DINNER.—Members were reminded
that the 21st anniversary Dinner and Ball would be
held at Carr's Restaurant, Victoria, on the 1st October,
1949, and the price of tickets would be 12/.
RAFFLES.—The twin dolls given for a raffle by Mrs.
Vaughan realised the magnificent sum of £1 4s. Od.
Raffles were also kindly provided by Mrs. Love, Mrs.
Collins and Mrs. Haslett, which amounted in aggregate
to the goodly sum of £1 Is. 2d. Our very grateful
thanks to our kind donors.
GREETINGS.—The Chairman, Mrs. Spinner, wished all
members a very happy Christmas and a much brighter
New Year than the present one now drawing to a close.
The London Branch Ladies' Guild also sends good
seasonable wishes to the Colonel of the Regiment, all
Buffs serving overseas or at home, to all the Branches
of the Association and the Ladies' Guilds and to all,
whoever you may be—GOOD LUCK.
D.E.S.

Dover Branch

The Annual General Meeting of the Branch
was held at the Eagle Hotel, London Road,
Dover, on Thursday, November 4th, at 7.45 p.m.
Captain M. Hart was in the Chair, supported
by the ViceChairman, Secretary and Treasurer.
The Minutes of the Previous Meeting were
read and confirmed.
Correspondence was read.
Arrangements were made for Remembrance Sunday
Parade.
Invitation was accepted to visit Canterbury Branch
on Saturday, 27th instant for a friendly darts match.
The Treasurer's report and balance sheet was then
read and passed, all agreeing we had a very satisfactory
report.
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The officers and committee for the ensuing year were
duly elected :—President : Lieut.Colonel J. Crookenden ;
Chairman : Major M. Hart ; Vice-Chairman : Mr. H.
Millington; Hon. Secretary : Mr. C. A. Mills; Hon.
Treasurer : Mr. C. Collins ; Committee : Messrs. A. Steel,
T. Holloway, J. Qeal, E. Tonbridge, J. Hopper, J. Brown,
P. Barker, A. Finn, R. Carter, D. Ross, A. Meakin and
A, Banks; Social Committee : The ViceChairman,
Messrs. Beadsall, Meakin, Saunders, Deal, Steel ;
"Dragon" Notes : H. Millington.
A vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Garlin for
auditing the yearly accounts.
Mr. A. B. C. Deal was welcomed as a new member.
Business of the evening being ended, the Chairman
declared the meeting closed. The members then got
together round the dart board.
There was a very good attendance of the branch
members at St. Mary's Church for Service and parade on
Remembrance Sunday, 7th November.
H.M.

The Monthly Meeting was held at the Eagle
Hotel, London Road, on 2nd December, which
was very well attended. We were very glad to
welcome Colonel Crookenden again.
The meeting was presided over by Major
M. Hart, supported by the Hon. Secretary and
Hon. Treasurer.
The business was soon concluded and our
Folkestone visitors were welcomed.
It did not take long to get the dart games going,
which were very much enjoyed by all. Those who could
not get round the dart board, got round the piano,
which was so ably played by Mrs. Hunter. She played
the old songs which had been forgotten but were soon
remembered.
Mr. Jim Saunders and Alf Steel gave a wonderful
display on the handbells, especially with The Bells of
St. Mary's and Christmas carols. Again Harry Hopper
was superb with his squeeze box (accordion) and songs.
With them all we had a grand time.
On November 27th some of the branch went to Canter
bury Branch and had a very pleasant time. What a
grand club they have, and we envy them their place.
Darts and crib were the games of the evening. I am
afraid I neglected the games as I met two of the old boys
who I had not seen since the 2nd Battalion left Hong
Kong, leaving me there in civil life. My word, did we
talk of old days and times !
H.M.

Ramsgate Branch

Having arrived at the festive month and
approaching 1949, I take this opportunity to
wish our serving Battalion and all branches a
happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year.
Ramsgate looks forward to a more successful
year in 1949.
Now is the chance for the younger members
to step forward and get into the executive
offices.

DRAGON
The A.G.M. will be January 21st, this will
be our "Fireworks" night.
Twentysix of our members went to Canter
bury to attend the 1 /4th Battalion's Reunion.
The wallop and company were good ; we had
a nice journey there, also coming back.
It was nice to meet Freddie Jones, not having met him
for thirty years, the last time at the P.T. School,
Ambala. He now holds the rank of Police Inspector
but he is the same jovial "Fred" when he is off parade.
This 4th Battalion had some good Buffs and the old
comradeship still exists. These reunions do one good.
Our meeting was wellattended. Jack Powles is a
keen supporter and still wears well for a Chitral "wallah".
Our branch owes Jack a lot for his assistance to branch
funds. He always takes our collection. No one can do
it better.
Now for the meeting report
When the Ramsgate Branch of the Past and Present
Association The Buffs met at the Freemason's Tavern,
Ramsgate, the attendance included Mr. E. H. Swendell
(in the Chair), Captain H. Knight (ViceChairman),
Major H. D. Rose, Captain R. Morgan, Captain K. F.
Speakman, Captain B. Divers and Mr. B. Knott (Hon.
Secretary).
The Chairman extended a welcome to Captains
Speakman and Divers, and also expressed thanks to
members who braved the elements on the occasion of
the Remembrance Day Parade.
Captain Knight gave the meeting details of the
forthcoming branch dinner to be held in January, and
said that with the support of members it should prove
an important and successful event.
Captain Divers, Buff Cadet Adjutant, reported on the
activities of the young Buffs and expressed thanks to
the members for the financial assistance given in that
direction.
Mr. Knott stated that during the month the branch
had assisted several distressed cases by grants and food
parcels.

Margate Branch

On Wednesday, 17th November, Margate
Branch, or a fairly representative number of
members, with a few ladies, journeyed to
Sandwich, returning a visit paid by Sandwich
Branch to Margate some little while ago.
Again a darts match was the raison d'etre,
and I am afraid that we were well and truly
beaten by a formidable team. At the ancient
sport of selling Christmas Draw tickets, how
ever, I think that we more than held our own.
I believe that bribery even entered into it.
"I'll buy you a pint if you'll have one of my
tickets" was heard more than once. It was a
good evening, and we hope that it won't be
the last interbranch visit.
BRANCH MEETING.—The December meeting of the
branch was held at the George and Dragon, Charlotte
Square, on Wednesday, 1st December. The Chair was
taken by Mr. Couzins in the absence of Captain Tilleard.
He was supported by the Hon. Secretary, Hon. Treasurer,
four members of the Committee, and a dozen members.
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The Minutes of the last meeting were read and passed,
and the finances of the branch again came up for
discussion. Mr. Gander reported that the Christmas
Draw was going very well, and after allowing for very
good prizes, he hoped that there would be a substantial
amount to place to the credit of branch funds.

Canterbury Branch

Before trying to catch up with the activities
of the Club, I must apologise for the non
appearance of Branch notes in last month's
issue of The Dragon newspaper, and must fall
back on the ageold excuse of overwork and
pray that all members may forgive my lapse.
During the interval between the appearance
of notes and these, quite a lot of social activity
has taken place, prominent among them being
our visit to the Medway Branch on October 30th
to play the semifinal of the InterBranch Darts
Tournament.
After a keen struggle Medway beat us on
the throw of the fifth leg. It was a good game
and played in such good spirit that both teams
seemed like old comrades, and I am sure that
the Canterbury Branch will join with me in
wishing Medway the best of luck in the final
and hope that it may be played at the
Canterbury Branch Club.
In addition to the good spirit at darts, the
hospitality was outstanding and we thank the
Medway Branch for such a glorious welcome.
It was unfortunate that we arrived a little
late, partly due to one of our party entering a
pub to enquire the way and forgetting to come
out, but I am given to understand that this is
a usual procedure at Teynham ; at least that
was the excuse made by friends of Alf, and no
Wigg.
We also entertained the Dover Branch to a friendly
game and social evening. This proved to be very enjoy
able and we hope only a forerunner of more to come.
Should other branches read these notes, and would like
some friendly games, at home or away, we should be
pleased to meet them, for apart from the game it is an
opportunity of meeting old friends.
Other games have been played against "The Dolphin",
"Nunnery Tavern", "Dog and Bear" (Rough Common)
and "The Castle", but owing to space, full details cannot
be given. Suffice to say that all games were played in a
true friendly spirit and the evenings were rounded off
with music, singing, etc.
Before passing from the matter of darts, could any
member enlighten me as to why Len has suddenly
developed a stoop ? It looks as if he has a load on his
shoulders as though carrying something or somebody.
Perhaps his partner could tell ?
Apart from darts and crib, bar billiards and a game
that some members play at the bar have been in full
swing, but why doesn't Ron do better without Bill ?
We should all hate to see a second member with a stoop.

The Christmas Club shareout took place on December
4th. It went without a hitch, thanks to the organisation
of our Sports Secretary.
As one walked into the Club on this night, anyone who
had been East must have thought of the moneychangers
as their eyes rested on our Sports Secretary (Babu)
Pen, sitting down with money hll around him, and his
little bowl in front.
Our next event is the Christmas Draw, which takes
place on* December 20th. A fuller description of this,
together with winners, will appear next month, space
providing.
The Canterbury Branch take this opportunity of
wishing all branches a Merry Christmas and a Successful
New Year.
We are all sorry to hear that Mr. (Charlie) Smithers is
on the sick list, and all wish him a speedy recovery.
One member was heard to say that he did not smoke
so much now that Charlie was sick. Why ?
The question of the moment now is, where is PuffPuff
taking lessons in typing ?
Before concluding these notes, the Branch Secretary
wishes all members the Compliments of the Season.

J.J.S,

Brighton Branch

It has been a good month for the Branch
and the climax came with our Birthday Dinner.
We expected many visitors from the London
Branch, but owing to work and sickness only
Mr. Billings turned up. Our unexpected but
very welcome guest was Colonel Or win.
It was a good night, a really excellent dinner
and more toasts were drunk than the writer
can remember—twelve bottles of port between
38 people might give some idea—I don't think
anybody connected with the Regiment was
forgotten.
Colonel George Hamilton was in good form, as was
Major Gordon Sankey and our worthy or unworthy
Secretary sang the first verse of Farmer' Boy alone and
unaccompanied—at least, so it is reported. I hope our
guests thought it worth while coming—all the branch
members who attended thought it very worth while of
the guests to come.
And now for the New (and our second) Year. Let our
aim be more members, but really good members, and our
present members to be better ones.
Our December meeting was perhaps an anticlimax
following so quickly after our dinner, and only nine
members turned up. Faithful Mr. Dray was there and
produced a basket of lovely apples which were duly
raffled for the "kitty".
Here's wishing all Buffs, past, present and future, all
happiness and prosperity in 1949.

BRIGHTON BUFFS REUNION DINNER

Thirtyeight Brighton Buffs and their friends attended
a dinner at Churchill House on Saturday. The occasion
was the first anniversary of the formation of the Brighton
Branch of the Regiment, which was stationed in Brighton
in 1899.

{continued on page 276)
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Beneath Bell Harry.
A LL
Ranks
at
^Regimental Head
quarters send greetings
and best wishes for a
happy New Year to
all Buffs, young and
old, past, present and
future.
Congratulations to
R.S.M. Moore on play
ing for the Army at
hockey, as goalkeeper.
So far he has played
in two representative
games and only con
'
ceded three goals.
Officers of the Depot were guests, in their
own Mess, of Lieut.Colonel Oliver and Senior
Officers of the 4th Battalion at a farewell
dinner to their Brigade Commander, Brigadier
Newnham, on 2nd December. Sgt. Laker
produced an excellent dinner, after which
proceedings developed towards the riotous,
with the 4th Battalion's guests causing a
measure of destruction to the Depot Mess.
Flighty Thought paid a brief call after dinner
to meet the guest of honour in the ante room.
After a quick carrot, he withdrew in good order.
The next day, 3rd December, we had a visit
from the District Commandei, MajorGeneral
GregsonEllis, whom we entertained to lunch.
It happened that the same day was selected
for a forenoon call by Lieut.Colonels Guy Lee,
Reid, Willows and Penlington, Majors Fox and
G. Mount, but unfortunately discussion of
business prevented the General meeting them.
A. R. F. Dalgliesh, newly commissioned from
R.M.A., Sandhurst, has spent a week's attach
ment here. He is due to join the 1st Battalion
next March.
All Buffs will be greatly grieved to hear of
the death of exR.S.M. Burton. R.S.M. Moore,
with members of the Sergeants' Mess, repre
sented the Regiment at his funeral on 25th
November.
Sergeants' Mess
We think the best way to start these notes this month
is to wish all members, both past and present, a Very
Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.
Activities this month have included two dart matches,
one against a party of miners and the other against the
local prison staff. We still have to report on the old note
of having failed to win either match, but we are sure
readers of these notes will take into consideration the
very small numbers in Mess here at the present time.
On both occasions a very enjoyable evening was had by

ah.

Several of the more active members spent one Sunday
morning visiting the coal face of a local mine. A few of
the remarks made by members! on their return to the
surface are unprintable. Lofty Shaw, who was one of
the party, still has, after two weeks, a bend in the middle
of his back caused by having to bend double to stop
himself getting concussion.
The fortnightly whist drives held in the Mess are
proving a great success, both in the numbers attending
and in the spirit in which they are run. It would appear
that the R.S.M. and his wife are putting in hours of
practice, seeing that they have both won a first at two
consecutive drives.
Who was the lady who nearly took up permanent
residence at table number one on the last drive ?
As we go to print, there is great activity in getting
ready for the next Mess Dance on Saturday, December
11th. We shall be able to report more fully on this in
the next notes, also who won the bottle of champagne.

4th Battalion
CINCE our last Dragon
^notes were published we
have moved our Battalion
H.Q. up to the New Infantry
Barracks at St. Martin's
Hill. The move was com
pleted speedily under the
able direction of R.S.M.
Hurley and such major
obstacles as the C.O.'s large
cupboard and the Adjutant's
heavy safe were overcome
with, comparative ease. Our
telephone number remains
unchanged at Canterbury
0/jfitCGr ASM
3840.
It was with great regret that on 17th Novem
ber we finally bade farewell to Major Burt,
our popular and beloved Quartermaster. After
37 years' service with the Regiment he has at
last retired and we are glad to hear that he has
succeeded in obtaining a really good job. He
came to the Battalion in 1936 as R.S.M. and
in May, 1939, transferred to the 5th Battalion
as Lieutenant Quartermaster, although in the
retreat to Dunkerque he found himself com
manding a Platoon in the 4th Battalion for a
short while. In 1942 he went out to North
Africa with the 5th Battalion and served with
them until the end of that campaign when
owing to leg trouble he was transferred to the
S.A.S., with whom he performed great services.
On the reformation of the T.A. he returned to
the 4th Battalion as our Quartermaster and we
owe him a large debt of gratitude for the very
hard work he has performed in rebuilding the
Battalion from scratch. A great Buff, we wish
him every success in the future and hope that
he will often come back and visit us.

BuniS
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We also bade farewell this month to our Brigade
Commander, Brigadier H. C. C. Newnham (The Hamp
shire Regiment), who is retiring from the Army. Not
only ourselves, but all members of the Division, will miss
his ready wit and we wish him and Mrs. Newnham every
happiness in the future. We gave him a farewell party
at the Depot Mess which was attended by all Company
Commanders and we were also pleased to welcome the
Depot Officers as our guests. His successor is Brigadier
J. O. E. Vandeleur, who for the last two years has been
Regimental Colonel to the Irish Guards.
Our congratulations are offered to Captain J. T. R.
Prestige and his wife on the birth of their daughter, and
also to Captain H. P. LeeRoberts on his marriage.
Last month saw intensive recruiting campaigns at
Folkestone and Sittingbourne, but in spite of much hard
work by those taking part, the results were extremely
poor. We urgently need new recruits, especially exwar
experienced N.C.O.'s, and we would ask the members
of the Past and Present Association to give us all the
help they can.
Finally we welcome two new officers, Lieuts. Lees and
Ledger, to H.Q.! (Canterbury) and "D" (Folkestone)
Companies respectively.

H.Q. Company
Congratulations to Captain and Mrs. Prestige on the
birth of a daughter. We are glad to hear that both Mrs.
Prestige and baby are doing well.
Recruits during the month have not been many.
We welcome to the company Pte. Mott, our latest enlist
ment, and hope he enjoys himself with the old 4th.
Congratulations to Bill Chapman on his promotion
to C/Sgt. Yes, we have plenty for you to do, Bill.
During the month we had a go at running a dance
at our Drill Hall in St. Peter's Lane, but owing to very
keen competition in the Cavalry Theatre ("Small fry",
someone was heard to say) our floor was by no means
crowded. Still, we are having another go and holding
another dance, this time with no outside competition.
We are hoping for a packed floor.
Sgt. Kemp and Lofty are in the news for a change.
This time they were escort to the 4th Battalion Colours
at a reunion held in the Drill Hall, of the "old sweats"
of the l/4th Battalion of 191418 days. Sgt. Kemp said
it was good to see some of the old faces again. Hm,
hm, hm ! Anyway, after the ceremony with the Colours,
the Colour Party were well looked after by the Young
Soldiers, so much so that the R.S.M. is still looking for
his pint glass, and he is not quite sure if he swallowed it
or not. Don't forget it's a bob you owe the company,
Sir !
We had another intercompany darts and shooting
match, this time: with "D" Company, but we are afraid
we lost both the shooting and darts, and that goes for
more ways than one as far as the darts are concerned.
Still, that is only our second match, and we are getting
all keyed up now ready for our match against B.H.Q.
44A"

Company

November, usually recorded as a dull, grey month
of the year, has been a bright, exciting one for "A"
Company.
Our late Brigadier inspected the company's three
drill halls early in the month, and at Ramsgate was
escorted round by Lieut. F. G. Neville in the unavoidable
absence of our Company Commander, Major N. G. H.
Taylor.
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This year the company took part in Remembrance
Day Parades both at Ramsgate and Broadstairs, which
had naturally to be prepared for by a number of drill
parades beforehand, and in spite of the very inclement
weather experienced on November 7th, the company
turned out about 20 all ranks, which, supported by
"C" Company of the A.T.S., made us one of the largest
detachments on parade.
The Ramsgate Service was attended in the morning,
and after forming up at the Drill Hall, the company
marched to West Cliff Road Car Park, where detach
ments were marshalled, and then moved off down
Queen's Street, up High Street, to St. George's Church,
where the servicF commenced at 10.30 hours. At
approximately 12.30 hours the company returned home
—to the Drill Hall, where a buffet lunch was laid on for
them.
After lunch, the company embussed for Broadstairs,
where a similar parade took place, marching from
Pierremont Hall to St. Peter's Church. We congratulate
our everversatile Sgt. Gabriel on very capably rendering
the Last Post and Reveille at this service.
We have now (with the exception of "B" Company)
completed our away matches in the InterCompany
Shoot and Darts Tournament. On each occasion the
company travelled by bus to the other companies in
comfort.
Having enjoyed ourselves considerably at the away
matches, we are now looking forward to the return
games, the first of which is against Battalion H.Q.
Probably the highlight of the month was the dance we
held at Sandwich Drill Hall. Lieut. B. J. G. French and
Sgt. H. Hellis, our respective Platoon Commander and
Platoon Sergeant of the Sandwich Detachment, worked
hard to make it a go, and their enthusiasm stimulated
everyone else into activity. Pte. A. James gave up
most of his week's holiday to help our P.S.I, transform
the Drill Hall with anything that could be borrowed
for miles around. When the evening arrived there was
a very goodly attendance of about 250, and the excite
ment rose to fever pitch when it was announced by the
M.C. (Captain J. Tilleard) that Michael Wilding, the
famous film star, had arrived. Although convalescent,
he presented prizes and generally joined in the fun of the
evening. When asked to come, he said it was "the least
he could do to help the Territorial Army". Cpl. R.
Crowdy and Pte. J. King put in a good evening's work as
cloak room attendants, and not a stitch was lost. The
James brothers kept a watchful eye on the door until
relieved by Pte. Harris and Grainger. Others assisted
generally by way of selling raffle tickets, etc.
Our first home match in the InterCompany Shoot
and Darts Match had to be postponed owing to fog,
but it's an ill wind that blows nobody any good, and
although we were disappointed at the time, they came
out to us two days later, when we combined the match
with a social evening, to which the A.T.S. and families
were also invited. The company's new—well new to us—
piano was played by Pte. A. James most of the evening,
and a really happy and good time was had by all. We
were pleased to see Captain R. Morgan, an honorary
member of the Club, who looked in to wish us well ;
and offer our thanks to members of the Battalion H.Q.
team for helping the evening to go with a swing.
Our old stager, Sgt. J. Stupples, has attended a course
on Fieldcraft and Gas at the Royal Marines Barracks,
Plymouth, where he says he was extremely welcome,
and brought back a message from the Commanding
Officer that they would be pleased to see more Buffs,
no matter what rank, or how short notice.
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"B" Company
In spite of a wellorganised Recruiting Week in
Sittingbourne from November 22nd to November 28th,
our members are still the same. The outcome of the
week in terms of recruits is not yet apparent, but we
hope that some impression was made on the manhood
of Sittingbourne and of the surrounding districts. Public
address vehicles toured the area, shooting matches were
arranged, a display of T.A. equipment was organized,
a dance was held, band concerts in the local cinemas
were given and the week concluded with a Church Parade
at Sittingbourne Parish Church, in which 516 L.A.A.
Regiment R.A., A.T.S., Army and Naval Cadets and
ourselves took part. But all was of no avail. We have
yet to see the recruits !
We would like to take this opportunity of thanking
the officers and men of 516 L.A.A. Regiment, R.A., for
their help and cooperation and the part they played in
all these events.
As far as the InterCompany Darts and Shooting
Competition has gone, "B" Company stands in a pretty
fair position. We have played * "D" Company and
Battalion H.Q. and on the whole we did well. We are
entertaining "S" Company one evening in the first week
of December and are hoping for a brisk encounter.
We congratulate Peter LeeRoberts on his recent
marriage to Miss Joan Davidson. The wedding took
place at St. Cuthbert's Church in Bedford on the 27th
November, 1948.

"D" Company
The month's training commenced with a small
exercise along the Ashford Road, in which the Cadet
Company participated.
Parades have been held regularly throughout Novem
ber, but have been largely of a routine and uneventful
nature, our main effort being submerged in the Recruiting
Week which extended from the 21st to 28th November.
The Week started off with a swing with "D" Company
participating in a Church Parade and subsequent
march through Folkestone. The company turned out in
force, and throughout the remainder of the Week there
were a series of displays and parades by Regular and
Territorial Forces alike, capped at the finished by a
Saturday Night Dance at the Leas Cliff Hall at which
Brigadier Mackeson, M.P., spoke in support of T.A.
recruitment.
It could not be said that Folkestone and its surrounds
have made an energetic or even noticeable response to
the week, and few of the audience at the Leas Cliff Hall
appeared to have had the courtesy to stop talking during
the M.P.'s speech.
There have, however, been three enquiries at "D"
Company office as a result of the Drive, and we hope to
announce the names of the new recruits shortly.
The company also held a Dance at the Leas Cliff Hall
on November 11th, which was unfortunately only
lightly attended.
Our new recreational rooms in the T.A. Centre are
rising apace, and we hope that we shall be able to move
into them early in the New Year.

"S" Company

Recruiting during the last month has been quite brisk,
five applications having been received and all in the
Tenterden area. This means that at long last we shall be
able to get the Pioneer Platoon under way. From now on
Lieut. Parslow will be a very busy man with two platoons
under his supervision.
The company has had two very successful home
matches in the Battalion Miniature Range and Darts
League. The first was against "A" Company and the

second against H.Q. Company. In both cases, I am
pleased to relate, we managed to win the shooting but
were not so lucky at darts, drawing one and losing the
other. All matches were played at the T.A. Centre,
Ashford, but despite the distance to be covered, repre
sentatives of the Cranbrook and Tenterden Platoon
attended—quite a notable effort considering the late
hour at which they arrived back at their homes.
We extend our heartiest congratulations to C.Q.M.S.
Hunt on his promotion, and already he is easing from
the P.S.I.'s broad shoulders some of his "Q" burdens.
Carrier training on Sunday mornings progresses
steadily and in most cases satisfactorily. There has only
been one unfortunate incident, when Captain D. A. T.
Butcher and Sgt. DenverFedder (D.S.M.) managed to
get themselves well and truly "bogged", eventually
arriving home at 15.30 hours, hot and bothered and very
muddy. The Company Commander feels, however, that
it was all good training, and that some lesson must have
been learnt from the period's instruction, although at the
moment he cannot think what it is, unless it is to avoid
using that particular training area in future !

Brighton Branch—continued from p. 273.
The visitors included Colonel Orwin, whom many
Brightonians remember at the R.E. Records Office, who
came from Broadstairs and told many amusing stories,
and Captain Billings, from London. Many others came
from all parts of Sussex. Telegrams of good wishes were
received from the Colonel of the Regiment and the
Secretary of The Buffs Past and Present Association.

The Buffs Golfing Society
T^HERE is little to record
* this month when golfing
days are confined to those rare
intervals when the weather is
favourable.
Perhaps owing to the rather
smudgy reproduction of the
group taken at the Autumn
Meeting, only two requests
have been received. I may
say that having had a number
printed in anticipation I shall
be very glad to dispose of
them to any who care to
appiy

i

may

a^so

ac^

*kat

the originals are quarter plate size and are
extremely good and clear.
Very shortly the outlines of the programme for the
Spring Meeting will be circulated and a prompt response
is hoped for. To all probable and possible starters
Entry Forms will follow with full details. The attractions
of our first postwar Meeting on a championship course
will surely be hard to resist, at any rate we will hope so.
And what about those handicaps solicited in last
month's Dragon ? No replies have come my way, yet.
A warm welcome is extended to new member 2/Lieut.
A. R. F. Dalgliesh, posted to the 1st Battalion The Buffs.
The Society Tie is now available and no coupons are
required.
A Happy Christmas to all.
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The Past and Present Association.
Headquarters : DEPOT, THE BUFFS.
Telephone : CANTERBURY 2513.
Branch
1.
2.

2nd Bn. The Buffs
4th Bn. The Buffs

4.

LONDON

5.
6.

3.

7.

8.
F.
10.

11.
12.

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

Secretary : MAJOR A. J. PEARETH.

BRANCHES

Chairman

Secretary

SecondinCommand
SecondinCommand
Mr. H. Barnes

R.S.M.
R.S.M.
Mr. F. Harrison, 324 Hythe
Road, Ashford
Mr. E. Gould,51a Lincolns Inn
Fields, London, W.C.2

DOVER

Mr. M. Hart

Mr. C. A. Mills, 10 West Street,
Dover

WEALD

Col. E. B. Burns, T.D.

MEDWAY

Mr. F. C. Cox

ASHFORD

Meeting Dates\and Places
First Saturday in each month,
Drill Hall, 7 p.m.
Third Saturday in each month.
Prince Alfred Restaurant,
Tufton Street, Westminster,
7.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month,
"Eagle
Hotel",
London
Road, Dover, 7.45 p.m.

Capt. E. Boulding, Windyridge,
Sandhurst, Hawkhurst
Mr. E. A. Peacock, 221 Car
Last Saturday in each month,
nation Road, Strood,
The Brickmakers' Arma,
Rochester
Wyles Street, Gillingham,
7.30 p.m.
SITTINGBOURNE
Col. D. J. Dean, V.C.,
Mr. R. H. J. Russell, 157 Short Second Friday in each month.
T.D.
lands Road, Sittingbourne
Drill Hall, East St., 7.30 p.m.
RAMSGATE
Mr. E. H. Swendell
Mr. B. E. Knott, 33 Brunswick
Third Friday in each month.
Street, Ramsgate
Freemason's Tavern, Rams
gate, 8 p.m.
MARGATE
Capt. J. Tilleard
Mr. H. Ingram, 110 Gordon Road, First Wednesday in
each
Westwood, Margate
month, The George and
Dragon, 8 p.m.
H YTHE
Captain D. V. Coote
Mr. L. R. Peirce, 16 Frampton
Last Saturday in each month,
Road, Hythe
British Legion Hut, 7.30 p.m
CANTERBURY
Mr. L. F. Parratt
First Friday in each month,
Mr. J. J. Sharp, Depot,
The Buffs, Canterbury
Rhodaus Town, Canterbury,
8 p.m.
(a) Heme Bay
Mr. A. Trice
Capt. H. F. Whitfield, Eddington Second Tuesday in each month,
SubBranch
House, Herne Bay
British Legion Club, May
Lodge, 8 p.m.
FOLKESTONE
Lt.Col. C. E. Wilson,
Mr. T. Fordred, 49 Downs
Second Tuesday in each month.
M.B.E.
Road, Folkestone
Drill Hall, Shellons St., 8 p.m.
SANDWICH
Mr. H. Thirst, 21 Laburnum
Quarterly, Ship Inn, 8 p.m.
Avenue, Sandwich
DEAL
Mr. W. F. Oram, 344 Middle
Deal Road, Deal
FAVERSHAM
Major H. Jackson
Capt. J. Green, Bough ton House First Monday in each month
Nr. Faversham
British Legion H.Q., St.
BRIGHTON
Major J. F. Straker
Major H. Milton, 118 Queens
John's Road, 7.30 p.m.
Road, Brighton.
First Monday in each month.
Churchill House, 113 Queens
Road, Brighton, 7.30 p.m.
GROUPS.
(«) Dover, Folkestone, Hythe, Deal
(b) Ramsgate, Sandwich, Margate
{c) Canterbury, Ashford, Weald
(id) Medway, Sittingbourne, Faversham
LADIES' GUILD.

President : HON. MRS. P. G. SCARLETT
Branch
1.

LONDON

2.

DOVER

3.

FOLKESTONE

4.

DEAL

5.

MEDWAY

6.

ASHFORD

Chairman
Mrs. D. E. Spinner

Secretary
Mrs. M. Lamb, 31 Somerton
Avenue, Richmond, Surrey

Meeting Dates and Places

First Saturday in each month,
Prince Alfred Restaurant,
Tufton
Street,
S.W.I,
6.30 p.m.
«
Mrs. J. Crookenden, J.P. Mrs. C. A. Mills, 10 West Street, Second Tuesday in each
Tower Hamlets. Dover
month, CoOp. Cafe, Big
gin Street, Dover, 3 p.m.
Mrs. G. Wood, J.P.
Mrs. Kay Mantell, 5 Page Place, Every other Wednesday, Drill
Folkestone
Hall, Shellons Street, Folke
stone, 3.30 p.m.
Mrs. East
Mrs. G. Maxted, 143 Middle
First Wednesday in each
Street, Deal
month, St. George's Hall,
High Street, Deal.
Mrs. King Holt
Mrs. M. Sellens, 69 Priestfield
Every Fourth Friday, Fores
Road, Gillingham, Kent
ters' Hall, King Street,
Gillingham, 2.30 p.m.
Mrs. L. King
Mrs. E. Partiss, 22 Bond Road, Second Wednesday in each
South Ashford
month, The Drill Hall,
Ashford, 3 p.m.
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Wine Merchants

;

J. H. & J. BROOKE, Ltd.
Wine Merchants

To His Majesty the King

LONDON

Established 1799

27 CLEMENTS LANE, E.C.4
Telephone : MANslon House, 5301 (3 lines)

FOLKESTONE

134 SANDGATE ROAD
Telephone : Folkestone 3123 (2 lines)

HYTHE

78 HIGH STREET

Price List on application.

: Wh# 6301

FORM OF LEGACY
(to be included in a will, or as a codicil thereto).
I BEQUEATH to the Colonel for the time being of The Buffs, the sum
of £

:

:

free from legacy duty, in aid of the general object

of the Central Fund (Colonel of The Buffs), for which legacy the Receipt of
such Colonel shall be a sufficient discharge to my Executors.

Signature

vii
How to get "The Dragon"
pOR those wishing to receive the Paper direct through
the post each month, the rates of subscriptions are :
1 year, 8/% 6 months, 4/-. 3 monthst 2/-.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor Depot The Buffs,
Canterbury.

Telephone

u

Established 1818

GIBBS & SONS
GENERAL

PRINTERS

ALL CLASSES OF
MILITARY
PRINTING
EXECUTED AT SHORT
NOTICE

OVER $ CENTURY CATERING
FOR CANTERBURY AND GARRISON
Since we opened after the first world war, we have seen
the change
From large families and large joints,
To small families and smaller joints,
To rationing and even smaller joints,
But we make it our constant endeavour to help you
through the week and give you the joint of your choice
for Sunday.

BALANCE SHEETS  POSTERS
PROGRAMMES
SPORTS FIXTURE CARDS

BUTCHER AND POULTERER

Printers of this Journal

Your share
of our
delicious
home made
Sausage

F. R. BEANEY

Really

(EXBUFF)

Extensive

22a MILITARY ROAD,

Refrigeration

23 BUS PASSES THE DOOR

Tel. 2827

ESTIMATES GIVEN

16 Orange Street, Canterbury

HAWKES & CO., LTD.
Civil and Military Tailors and Outfitters
Regimental Tailors

UNIFORMS AND MUFTI
MADE TO MEASURE

to
THE BUFFS

Lounge Suits, Overcoats, Hacking Jackets, Blazers, Shirts,
Shoes, etc., in stock for immediate wear.

1 SAVILE

ROW, LONDON, W.l

Ladies' Department on 1st Floor
TELEPHONE : REGENT 0186

68 HIGH STREET, CAMBERLEY
TELEPHONE: CAMBERLEY 829

PRINTED IN GREAT BRITAIN BY GIBBS AND SONS, ORANGE STREET, CANTERBURY
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