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When I saw the first transcripts of Bert Jones's war-time diaries, I was 
struck by the uniqueness of the content. Having studied the history of 

Two for many years, I had read a number of books written by ex-POWs, 
'The Wooden Horse', Escape to Freedom, and 'An Inside Story'. 
these books are written by officers, and even more importantly were 
after the event, and rely upon the memory, and perhaps, even some 
Looking at the material that Bert had accumulated, I was struck by the fact 

of the text was written 'on the day it occurred', and this made it 
in a historical context. F o r  this reason, I  have kept a clear 
source text and any comments or additions of  my own. The  body of  the 
sourced from Bert's diaries, an old exercise book that he carried through 
letters sent home from the Stalags, or from the farm on which he 
additions or explanations have been kept to footnotes, or 
So m u *  eye-witness evidence is hidden within these pages, and as a 
document it has obvious educational value for those studying Modern 
Jones notes down: 'seeing a new weapon streaking into the sky accompanied 
sound of thunder' 'it looked like a silver ball balanced on a column of 
was the V2 rocket being tested at Peenemlinde; the rockets being fired into 
The appalling treatment meted out to Russian POWs is recorded at another 
his diary: 'Two Russian prisoners went through our village escorted by 
policemen. Later we heard six nearby shots. We found the two Russian's 
at the side of the road.' and also: 'We often saw what we called 'The 
[coming from a nearby Russian POW camp] pulled by Russian POWs. 
that they were taken to a pit and covered 
It is clear that the Germans did not treat their prisoners equally, and often 
understand why the British were fighting on the side of the Russians. Bert 
how the German guards would leave leaflets on their bunks, exhorting them to 
'British Free Corps' and help them fight the Russians. Ber t 's  reaction to 
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'some hopes!' but he writes that British soldiers had been seen wearing 
Waffen SS uniform issued to members of the 'Britisches Frei Corps.' (Only 
British actually volunteered, although the Germans had much more success 
nationaliti
At the beginning of the account, when Bert and Sid Bartlett were 

France and Belgium, the carefree exuberance of the eighteen year old 
through, even in the hazardous environment of occupied Europe. An 
occurred near Namur when they were finally captured by the Germans. The 
in an abandoned house late at night, having a high old time with a radio 
'liberated' violin. The police turned up to complain about the noise! 
Once in the Stalags, Bert, along with the other POW's, was put to work. 
how they went out on various work parties. There were periods in a 
factory, road-making gangs, and work on Engine Sheds for the 
Siemens. (at the time of writing, Siemens has just rejected claims for 
from the thousands of prisoners who worked for them in World 
Life improved for Bert when he was moved out to a farm in the Polish 

He worked there for two years in a much more relaxed atmosphere. 
one German. guard to watch over them, and many things were 'got away with 
writes how he was even able to make nocturnal visits to the 
sneaking out through an 
Life on the farm came to an abrupt end in January 1945, when they went out 
morning to find white-smocked German soldiers sheltering in the barn. 
Russians approaching, all POWs were rounded up and the walk back 
began. I t  is at this point that Bert Jones's diary entries change in nature. 
'record of events' it becomes a 'record 

One thing that shines through clearly is the crucial part played by the 
organisation especially in this latter part of the war. The POWs rightly 
walk from Poland the 'Black Hunger March'. Careful analysing the 
of Bert's diary reveals that food, above all else, became of paramount 
Hardships such as extreme cold, sore and blistered feet, etc. pale into 
food supplies became unreliable, and sometimes non-existent. F rom the 


