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A CORNER OF A FOREIGN FIELD

The funeral of

6348039 Private D. W. Wagon,
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
Stalag XX1A Schildberg, Germany
1942
The bearer party were all members of the regiment.

Photo courtesy of fin i Steadman one of the bearers
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EDITORS PAGE
Where has the last year gone? I t seems just a few
weeks ago that the first issue of the new Journal was
printed and distributed. Let me thank every last one of
you f o r y o u r support, articles, contributions,
suggestions and interest. Our circulation has increased
and we now send out well over 600 copies each issue
and I am sure that by this time next year that figure
will have increased as well.
There does seem t o b e a l i t t l e confusion o v e r
subscriptions. Some, who still have not paid, appear to
think that because they are "Life Members" o f the
Association their original joining fee covers the Journal
subs as well. I am sorry to say that is not the way it
works, so if you still owe your subs as per my last letter
to those outstanding please p a y a t y o u r earliest
convenience. It will also help the maintenance of our
records i f you would send your subs to me rather than
Regt. HQ as that will relieve their workload a little.
Anyone who attended The Canterbury or Maidstone
Reunions this year cannot fail to have been impressed
with the organisation that went into those events. Each
of these reunions were v e r y w e l l supported b y
members of the Association, regardless of cap badge,
II
II

Frank McMurchie, at 92, the "Senior Soldier" on
parade at Maidstone.
Frank, l i k e many other members o f the forebear
regiments, will be back next year and. God willing,
for many years yet t o come, as w i l l e x Buffs t o
Canterbury each supported, as they have been in the
past and will be in the future, by their comrades from
either side of the Medway. The Regimental spirit is as
strong as ever it was and will remain so all the time we
have our Reunions to look forward to. So let us all
make i t our New Year resolution for 2003 to attend
one or both of these important days. You know as the
years r o l l o n t h e more important these reunions
become. I f any o f you want t o come and have
difficulty over transport give me a ring and I will see
if we cannot co-ordinate transport arrangements.
Please keep the articles and ideas coming in, m y
contact details are:
54 South Eastern Road

Colonel Champion leading the parade to
Canterbury Cathedral.

Ramsgate, Kent CT I I 9QE
Tel: 01843 580914
Email: peter@ warnerwh i te.freeserve.co.

some travelling considerable distances. F o r just a
short, a l l t o o f e w hours, t h e shadows o f past
amalgamations were swept aside and the years rolled
back. I n the words o f Frank McMurchie, an e x
member of 2nd Battalion of the Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regt. now 92, "It's just like the old days".
December 2002
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All that remains is for me to wish every one of you all
the best for 2003 and trust that you all enjoyed an
excellent christmas.
God Bless
The Editor

THE REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION
(by Major D Bradley BEM)
It i s encouraging t o b e able t o report that o u r
Regimental Association is in good form. Over the past
year our membership has grown by over 80 and our
Association Journal has attracted more than 100 new
subscribers.

Colchester and Medway Branches which, supported
by their branch members and visitors, made for a very
impressive parade led, as always, by the Kohima Band.
The day was marred when, during the return march
from the Cathedral, the Standard Bearer of Ramsgate
Branch, To n y Pidduck, suffered a heart attack,
collapsed and died. He had been the branch standard
bearer for several years and on that sad day he was
proudly carrying the standard, as smart as ever, until
the very last moment. He will be sorely missed.

It has been a very busy year for all of us starting with
the A n n u a l C a r o l S e r v i c e organised, b y t h e
Canterbury Branch, at St. Paul's Church, Canterbury,
in December. The first issue of the new look Journal
was produced to coincide with the service and was
well received.

Sunday 1st September and this time the Tower o f
London was the venue for London Buffs service o f

There followed a few quiet weeks leading up to the
Association's Annual General Meeting on April 6th,
hosted once again b y Sittingboume Branch. T h e
meeting w a s followed b y a n i n t e r branch darts
competition, this year won by Ramsgate Branch and
followed by a social and buffet. T h e main topic for
discussion at the AGM was the reorganisation o f the
association w i t h t h e appointment o f a second
chairman, Major Patrick Gwillam, to look after the
branches i n the northern and western part o f our
county, London and Essex. Our current chairman, Lt.
Col Phillip Critchley now has responsibility for East
Kent. The two chairmen each have a vice chairman,
John Femeyhough assisting Lt. Col. Critchley and
Paul Fleming assisting Major Gwillarn.

remembrance held in The Chapel Royal, St Peter Ad
Venicular, H M Tower o f London. Under blue skies
and i n w a r m sunshine, London Branch paraded,
supported b y t h e i r colleagues f r o m Ramsgate,
Canterbury and Sittingboume and many families.
This now brings us f u l l circle back to the annual
Reunion and Service of Remembrance in Maidstone,
the ancestral home of The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment. Held on September 8th, which so
happened to be Sevastopol Day, the Royal West Kent's
Regimental Day. Once again the weather tried it's best
but just as the parade formed up in Brenchley gardens,
the clouds cleared. The march from Brenchley to the
church was rather slow and ponderous which made it
difficult to keep the step. Next year things w i l l be
better and we will not be let down at the last minute.

On April 24th a ceremony was held at the Garrison
Church, Colchester when t h e n e w standard f o r
Colchester Branch was dedicated.

All in all an excellent day was enjoyed by everyone.
The final event, which can be covered by these notes,
was the service a t the Field o f Remembrance a t

July 7th, Grand Reunion Day, and an excellent turn out
with over 2,000 tickets being issued. The weather was
kind too, although it did try to rain early on. The 2nd
Battalion PWRR must have found i t difficult to host
such a gathering especially as they were in the middle
of a n " a r m s p l o t " m o v e . T h e r e w e r e a f e w
administrative hiccups but those should not be allowed
to detract from what was a very enjoyable day and from
the hard work that had been put in by the organisers.

Westminster Abbey. A very sombre and touching
event. O u r association was w e l l represented and
wreaths were laid b y Sammy Supple representing
Canterbury Branch a n d A l f A d d y o n behalf o f
Ramsgate Branch. We are grateful to all of those who
attended and represented our regiments.
I must take this opportunity to mention the committee
members who assisted in the planning and with the
arrangements on the day for the two reunions. These
very "special" days would not have been possible
without their hard work and dedication which ensured
their success. O n behalf o f a l l members o f the

Just 4 weeks later and it was Canterbury's turn to host
the Canterbury Reunion also known as "Buff Sunday".
This time the weather tried very hard to "rain on our
parade" but, due no doubt to the intercessions o f our
two m a r c h i n g padres, B e r n a r d F o u l g a r f r o m
Sittingboume and Tug Wilson from the 62 Club, the
rain cleared just in time and the sun broke through. For
the first t i m e the Canterbury C i t y Standard was
paraded, carried b y Brian Reynard o f Canterbury.
Other branch standards on parade came from Bromley,
Maidstone, Ramsgate, Canterbury, Sittingbourne,
Sandwich, London, Folkestone and Hythe, 62 Club

association -a very big thank you.
A personal thank you also to the branch chairmen and
secretaries for their support over the past year. All that
remains is for me to wish each and every one of you a
very Happy Christmas and a really healthy and
wealthy New Year.
DB
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BRANCH NEWS
BROMLEY BRANCH.

CANTERBURY BRANCH.

SECRETARY: B L Bartlett, 185 Park Crescent,
Erith, Kent DA8 3EB.

SECRETARY: H G B Delo, 46 Ulcombe Gardens,
Canterbury, CT27QZ.

MEETING PLACE: Bromley United Services
Club. 33 London Road, Bromley.

MEETING PLACE:The Chaucer Club, Chaucer
Hill, off Military Road, Canterbury.

MEETING: Last Saturday in the month at 20.00
hrs.

MEETING: Last Thursday o f the month a t
20.00hrs.

A very busy period for both the right and wrong
reasons. Happy occasions and sad occasions. Since
June, thankfully, our Branch meetings have been
better attended. In August our Chairman was pleased
to welcome to our meeting the Association Vice
Chairman, Major Patrick Gwillam, carrying out a
fact-finding and social visit. The secretary has since
had a congratulatory phone call from him thanking us
for our hospitality and to say how much he liked the
way we conducted our Branch business.

May I start this report by saying that every time we
receive a new edition o f the journal questions are
asked? What has happened to the report from this or
that Branch? Unfortunately I cannot give any answers.
Perhaps those branches or affiliated branches that do
not submit reports to the editor could find their way
clear to let us all know what they get up to during the
course of a year. We are one big association family
and there are many friends who we only see or hear
from on Reunion days.What about the in between
period? I quote a saying, which used to be said by the
late RSM Fred Turmaine. Quote "Who are those men
at the back dragging their feet?Move yourself"

The two annual re-unions were attended b y our
members and the Standard Bearer. I t was a great
shame the Association Secretary was left high and dry
by the band, that had been booked, withdrawing just
one month before the Maidstone re-union. None the
less an alternative band was arranged and although we
all had difficulty keeping the step to a very slow pace
at least we had some musical accompaniment. On the
17/18th October our members supported and, in the
main staffed a collection at the Lakedale Shopping
Centre, Lewisham, on behalf of the Ghurka Welfare
Trust. It was a blinding success and raised over E900.
The British Army Association, who organised it were
very pleased with our support.
On the 8th November the members and standard were
on parade t o support t h e British To r c h o f
Remembrance at it's lighting at Westminster Abbey
before its journey to Belgium. The Remembrance
weekend was, as always, very busy indeed. Sunday
10th saw the standard and members on parade in
Orpington followed b y the Borough Parade o n
Monday. Both parades were marshalled by Barry
George and a great job he did too.
The sad occasions referred to earlier were the funerals
of Tony Pidduck and Ted Clarke. The branch standard
was present at each of these.
All that remains for me to say is Happy Christmas to
all with the hope that you enjoy a good New Year.
BB
December 2002
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A separate article covers the obituary to the late Mr
Ted Clark MBE. He will be sadly missed by friends
and colleagues alike especially the Invicta Band of
which he was their bandmaster for 18 years and then
its first President
Sid Pullman has now left hospital but has gone for
convalescence at Lawrence House, St Marks Road,
Shomcliffe we do not know for how long, as he has to
go back into hospital for another operation at some
stage. A visitor to Sid stated that he was standing on
Sid's hair so he was smartly taken to the barbers for a
Yule Brynner i.e. up and over typical army style I
assume.
The day trip to Wisley gardens, Surrey in July was a
glorious day out, the weather was kind to us and all
that went had a very enjoyable day.The visit ended
with us sitting down to a grand tea laid on by the
catering staff at Wisley. Harry Crooks was thanked for
his organisation o f the day and he was asked to
organise another visit next year.
The Canterbury reunion saw another excellent turnout
of the Old and Bold including many newer and
younger members. The bad weather at the start of the
parade did not deter the march to the Cathedral for the
service of remembranceAfter the service the salute at

the march past in the precincts was taken by the
Association President accompanied by the Lord Mayor
of the city. For the very first time the Canterbury City
Standard was invited to be carried on the parade and
tomarch along side our Branch Standard. The Standard
was asked for as we always invite the Lord Mayor to
the Reunion. The Kohima band was of its usual high
standard both on the march, music during the afternoon
and finally the Beating of Retreat. What a very good
parachute display by the PWRR Spitfire Tigers. We
congratulate Sgt Coleman on his organisation of the
team.

the Turning o f the Page ceremony in the Warriors
Chapel the Branch Secretary placed a wreath at the
Books of Remembrance. Saturday 9th Mrs Mary Miles,
on behalf of the Association, laid a Wreath at the
BUFFS memorial in the Dane John, Canterbury.On
Sunday 10th the remembrance parade led by the
Kohima band was well attended. Before the Cathedral
service wreaths were laid led by the Lord Mayor at the
memorial in the Canterbury Butter Market Following
the march past after the service members of the Branch
along with their wives went to the Canterbury Golf
Club f o r a h o t carvery luncheon w i t h liquid
refreshments (guess what). Mr Mick Channan and Mr
Dennis Hemsley and their wives from Sussex and Mr
Ray Cox from Eltham, London, joined us for the day. It
was good to meet up with them all once again.

Sadly the collapse and sudden death of Tony Pidduck
the Ramsgate Branch Standard Bearer on the march
back from the Cathedral marred the afternoon. Our
sympathy goes out to his family especially as the
festive time is drawing near.

On Monday 1 1th, a short service of remembrance was
held at the Butter Market Memorial. At 11.00 hours at
the 'Turning of the Page' the Canterbury ships bell,
which starts the ceremony, was struck for the first time
by a member of the Canterbury Branch, Royal Naval
Association, Mr Alf Baker. He stated that he felt it was
an honour to take part in the ceremony and he would do
this duty every Monday.

A little short but true story. At the Grand reunion at
Aldershot I was approached by four members of the
Middlesex Association who said. "We understand that
you hold a reunion in Canterbury every August". "Yes
we do and if you would like to attend you would be
made most welcome just give me a ring for the details".
I received a telephone call after the reunion saying,
"Thank You for an excellent day at Canterbury can we
come next year as it was the best Reunion we have been
to since the last one which was held at Bassingboum".
Well done to Major Bradley and his helpers they all
deserve a feather in their caps and a big pat on the back
from the Middlesex men.

Four members o f the branch travelled with the
Ramsgate Branch to the Tower of London service,
which was organised by Mr Bill Pinder. Well done Bill,
we hope you were pleased by the turnout. After the
service we sat with the Ravens of the Tower and had
pork pies and liquid refreshment from a flask or two!!!.
This was followed by a trip up the River Thames where
on arriving at the Houses of Parliament Norman Elgar
stood up and took the Salute. What a very good day.

What another good day at the Maidstone Reunion, the
whole day was again well organised by Major Bradley
and the Committee. Just one little disappointment was
the march from Brenchley Gardens to the Church with
a pipe band with no drummer for the marching beat.
This I understand was beyond the control o f the
organisers as they were let down by the band which had
been booked previously and the pipe band was the last
result but this did not spoil the rest of the day. I am
assured this won't happen next year.

Mr George Toms was 70 years of age on the 20th
October and Mr Bob Gawler our Chairman was 71 on
21st October we wished them both 'Happy Birthday'. I
am told on good authority that Bob has now reversed
his age making him 17 once again. His wife Irene now
has a "Toy Boy" on her hands. Well-done Irene.
Last but not least.The sponsored tandem parachute
jump made by Miss Jane Staines with Sgt Coleman of
PWRR gave a n excellent financial result f o r
Association funds. Well-done Jane for all your courage
and efforts. Sooner you than me.

Remembrance weekend and the days leading up to it
were very busy for the branch. On Thursday 7th Mr
Sammy Supple and Mr Alf Addy planted Field Crosses
in the Field of Remembrance at Westminster Abbey on
behalf of the Canterbury and Ramsgate branches. At
18.00 hours we attended the dedication of the RBL
Cenotaph in the Canterbury Longmarket a Cross was
planted by our Chairman. Friday 8th at 11.00 hours at

The Chairman and all members of the Branch wish
The Editor and all readers a very Happy Christmas
and a Healthy and Prosperous New Year.
HD
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RAMSGATE BRANCH.

a lot more o f John and his wife in the future. The

SECRETARY: Peter R. White, 54 South Eastern
Road, Ramsgate CT11 9QE.

evening's raffle raised over f 151 pounds, a welcome
addition to branch funds.

MEETING P L A C E : T h e Royal British Legion
Club, Allenby House, 14/16 Cliff St. Ramsgate

Our next function is our Christmas Party which will
be held on Saturday December 7th. It promises to be
one of our best parties to date. We expect over 100 to
attend and it will be just the ticket to launch us into the
festive season. The day after will be the Carol Concert
at Canterbury and it is hoped that we will support our
comrades in Canterbury well.

MEETING: 3rd Friday in the month at 19.45 hrs.
As this year draws to a close we look back on what
has been a very busy year and a very enjoyable and
successful one it has been for us too. This year has
also been extremely sad with the passing o f George
Drew, Bill Joy, Tony Pidduck and recently Ron Tye,
we will miss them so very much.

From a l l o f us here on the Isle o f Thanet-Happy
Christmas and a great New Year.

The four re-unions were well supported by branch
members, T h e G r a n d R e - u n i o n f o l l o w e d b y
Canterbury and then the Tower of London and lastly
Maidstone. To all of the organisers of these events we
send our sincere thanks. Let us hope that next year the
various re-unions will be even better supported.

PW

LONDON (BUFFS) BRANCH.
SECRETARY: A. J Pinder, 162 Seymour Avenue,
Lower Morden, Surrey SM4 4QY.

On November l o t h we held our annual dinner and

Tel: 0208 330 2292. Email: Pinder23.fsnet.uk

dance at the Ramada Jarvis Hotel. We all enjoyed a
terrific evening but the hotel were not very supportive
in managing the function. Well you never know until
it's too late. Next year we will try a different venue.
Our guests included Colonel and Mrs Champion, Lt.
Col and Mrs Critchley, Major and Mrs Bradley and
our Guest o f Honour was Major John Bennett who
commands H Q Company (The Buffs Company) o f
3rd Battalion PWRR. I t was great to welcome John
and his wife Sharon. John, in his speech, brought us
up t o date with events i n the 1st & 2nd Regular
Battalions as well as the 3rd Battalion. We hope to see

M E E T I N G P L A C E : I v e s Lounge, T h e Royal
Hospital Chelsea.
MEETING: 3rd Saturday in the month at 19.00
hrs.
Were we not lucky on BUFFS Sunday or were we not
lucky? I told them all on the coach on the way down
when the weather was looking a bit iffy that the sun
always shines on the BUFFS, and when we got to
Canterbury and the skies opened up just before we
formed up for the parade I thought what am I going to
tell them on the way home when suddenly the rain
stopped and the sun came out and i t turned into a
beautiful day. It is a good job that it did because the
tables for the lunch were all set up outside and I dread
to think what would have happened if the rain had not
ceased. Anyway it did and the band was able to march
us through the town as usual and also to entertain us
in the open while we were enjoying our lunch. It was
good to see all our old friends once again and chat
about old times, unfortunately each year more and
more faces are missing but I am sure we have still got
many more BUFF Sundays to look forward to. The
saddest part o f the day was death o f the Ramsgate
Standard bearer Tony Pidduck who collapsed and died
on the return march from Canterbury Cathedral, the
association turned out in force for his funeral with

Two tiers of association members and their wife's
from Ramsgate. Back row: A n n Grevatt, M a r y
Rose, Asher Rose, Harry Pearce and Front row.
Charlie Hill, Harry King, Pam King and Doreen
Hill
December 2002

many branch standards present, a fine send off for an
old B U F F The day at Canterbury ended with the
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SITTINGBOURNE BRANCH

Kohima band beating retreat with their usual panache,
another excellent day.

SECRETARY: M r A Chesson, 1 6 Cedar Close,
Sittingbourne, M E N 4TV

The next item on our agenda was the memorial service
in the Chapel Royal in HM Tower of London on 1st of
September, we had a very good turnout with as usual
the Ramsgate standard alongside the London standard
and quite a good contingent from other branches for
which we are most grateful. I would like to remind all
members that they are welcome to take part in the
parade and service which takes place every year on
the first Sunday in September so please make a note in
your diary. After the service the London branch retired
to the carvery in the Tower Hotel for lunch and we
were pleased to have the Rev Paul Abram the Padre,
his wife Joanne, and our Editor, Major Peter White as
our guests a most enjoyable day.

MEETING PLACE: T h e I v y Leaf Club, Dover
Street, Sittingbourne.
MEETING: 4th Tuesday in the month at 19.30 hrs.
Greetings from Sittingbourne, the town on the new
Kent version of the Monopoly game equivalent to Old
Kent Road on the London board.What a cheek! I don't
know though.
Both the Canterbury and Maidstone re-unions were
excellent again this year.The Kohima Band playing in
the Cathedral sounded really great.I would personally
like t o hear them accompany the hymn singing as
well.The whole day went off very well, except for the
collapse and death of Tony Pidduck of the Ramsgate
branch.What a tragedy. O u r thoughts are with the
family.

The f o l l o w i n g S u n d a y w a s t h e S e r v i c e o f
Remembrance and Reunion at Maidstone which I try
to get to every year, seven of us attended this year and
thoroughly enjoyed the service although the march
through the town was a bit of a shambles due to the
fact that the pipe band had no base drum and although
the RSM from the PWRR was yelling LEFT RIGHT
LEFT RIGHT most o f the time, even he found i t

As for Maidstone, the branch and H.Q. put on a great
show i n spite o f the last minute difficulties that
threatened to mar the event.The Invicta Band put on a
very g o o d concert indeed.Thanks a l s o t o t h e
Maidstone Pipe Band for leadin$2, the march to the
church. Some difficulty w a s experienced b y t h e
marching men owing to the slow step and lack o f a
bass drum.The laying of the flowers inside the church
went very well, and the music during the service was
truly magnificent. W e thought that o u r Standard
Bearer, Keith, had won the competition, but it was not
to be. Next year perhaps? Congratulations t o the
winner Joe Correa from London Branch.

difficult to keep in step. Never mind we all got to the
church on time and that was the main thing. The rest
of the afternoon in the Kent Hall was excellent, we
were entertained b y the Invicta Band and what a
difference, especially when t h e y played t h e o l d
Regimental marches, everyone was saying they
wished it was they that had marched us to the church.
To top the day off for the London branch our standard
bearer won the standard bearers competition against
formidable odds, well done Joe all you have to do now
is win it again next year.
We are now cooling up to the November Garden o f
Remembrance and we are wondering who w i l l be
taking the Queen Mum's place, it will not seem the
same without her presence she never missed and
always had a word for the old Buffs, we shall have our
usual turnout and after retire to the Pavior Arms to
have a drink to old friends past and present. I have
heard that o u r friends o f the Danish branch are
coming over for the Cenotaph parade, I hope we can
march together.

From right to left: Tony Chessum, Dick Read,
Jim Read, Reg Mead and Frank Marsh. Pictured
here on an earlier visit to Tine Cotes Cemetery.

BP

Our annual pilgrimage t o t h e M e n i n Gate was
apparently a great success. Beim! indisposed (I think
7
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that's the fashionable phrase) I was unable to travel
but my chief cub reporter, Tony Chesson, has filed the
following report.
This year's excursion to Ypres and the Menin Gate
turned out to be a very enjoyable and successful day,
with thanks t o Paul and h i s w i f e Jenny f o r the
excellent organisation and arrangements that went
into making it possible. A day I think the majority of
people will remember for a long time, especially for
those making their first trip. The crossing was good to
us, being flat. Staying a very pleasant and sunny (lay
only to be marred by one heavy downpour at our first
stop on the way out, which I must admit did make us
change our plans slightly, not calling at Diepanne as
originally intended, but going straight on to Ypres,
where an excellent meal had been provided.
On arrival people chose to do their own thing, looking
round the town, going to the museum, looking up the
VC's in St George's Church, before all meeting up in
the Royal British Legion Club f o r a drink before
making our way t o the Menin Gate i n time f o r 8
o'clock. The parade formed up in the main square and
marched to the Gate to the sound of the Leyton Pipe
and D r u m Band, w i t h t h e i r t w o D r u m M a j o r s
swaggering out in front adding a dash o f colour and
splendour to the occasion.The ceremony boasted six
Standards and nine Wreath Layers on Parade, with our
contingent lined u p i n three ranks under the arch
awaiting their arrival, w i t h George Antrichan I n n
giving the word of command.
The Service again being conducted by Bernard, our
Padre, in his easy going manner, adding his own style
to the proceedings and doing the Queen's Own Buffs
proud, as Bernard usually does, being loved by the
crowd, and aided by the Burgomaster throughout the
•Service.

Buffs Regimental Association).Bemard is Padre to a
number of Associations and was recently presented
with a bronze statuette as thanks for all the work he
has put in on our behalf. Nothing is too much trouble
for Bernard and he is always ready to lend a hand to
anyone in difficulty. A good branch member too!

111

LiJ]L
1 ••••

Remembrance Day 10th November 2002
We have two new members, Les Crouch once with the
4th Bn. West Kent's, and Paul Barker formerly of the
5th Bn. Queen's Reg,iment.Welcome to them both.
We had a vacancy for Treasurer, nobody wanted the
job, and we were getting desperate, but on his first
visit Paul volunteered t o d o the j o b and i s n o w
installed in the position. He seems to be the answer to
our prayers. I don't know how much influence our
Padre had in the matter, but i t certainly makes you
think. By the time these notes appear in print it will be
Christmas once again. Best wishes to all our readers.
EAW

Bill Pledger, showing a lot o f personal pride, kindly
laid the wreath on our behalf, with the overall event
appearing t o take quite a few minutes longer than
usual this year, becoming very emotional and moving
for all those taking part and with the visitors who
spoke to us appearing to be very impressed.
All in all a marvellous day out.
Thanks very much Tony. I am pleased to report that
our Padre, the Reverend Bernard Foulger, has received
appreciative recognition from the Combined Local
Ex-Service Associations (including the Queen's Own
December 2002
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COI,CHESTER BRANCH.
SECRETARY: G . A r n o t , 3 0 C a i r n s R o a d ,
Colchester, Essex CO2 81_7.
M E E T I N G P L A C E : T h e W h i t e H a r t Public
House, West Bergholt.
MEETING:3rd Sunday in the month at 10.00 hrs
We start by welcoming a new member to the Branch,
Fred Tofts, whom I'm sure many will remember as a
bandsman in The Buffs, Queen's Own Buffs and 2nd

Queen's. If we can just recruit a few more musicians
we will be able to start our own band.

and the trip to the chocolate factory. On Saturday 2nd
November we went to Dunkirk where we had a short
parade and wreath laying ceremony. Two standard
bearers were present and two wreaths were laid, quite
a sad and moving few minutes. On November 10th
our branch with standard attended the Service o f
Remembrance at Maidstone War Memorial.

The Canterbury re-union was well attended by our
branch members, and after an early downpour the
weather was kind to us for the march to and from the
cathedral. The service was, as always, very moving
and the day was marred by the tragic loss o f the
Ramsgate Standard Bearer, Tony Pidduck. He was a
true friend and supporter t o , n o t o n l y many
association members, but also other branches.

As you can see our venue for our monthly meetings
has changed to "The Eagle", Upper Stone Street,
Maidstone where we meet every third Tuesday at
19.30 hrs. Our next meeting will be on 17th December
which will bring our program to a close for 2002. I f
you would like to come along please do so, you will
be made most welcome. I n the meantime a very
Happy Christmas to you all.

Several members attended the Maidstone re-union in
September, which proved t o b e another very
successful day. Our congratulations and thanks to all
those who helped in the organisation o f these two
major functions.

DHR

In October the branch embarked on their annual trip to
France to stock up with the usual Christmas fare, once
again the weather was kind and we all had a very
enjoyable day.

(Doreen it is great to hear from you, your notes are
very welcome indeed, our best wishes to all of your
branch. I f any of our readers live close to Maidstone
and do not belong to that Branch them how about
going along to one of their meetings. They need your
support. The Editor)

In November, Scouse Sturgeon, held his usual
"Bonfire Night", which was well attended and dry, the
weather that is!
We are now looking forward to our Christmas party
on 7th December at Thorrington Village Hall.

THE 62 CLUB
CHAIRMAN: T h e Rev. Tu g
Wilson, 1 9 M o h u n e W a y ,
Chickerell, Weymouth, Dorset
DT3 4NG. Tel: 01305 781420.

Best wishes from Colchester to you all for a Happy
Christmas and a prosperous and healthy New Year.
CM

SECRETARY: M r s . J a c k i e
Allen, 3 Sermon Way, Swanley,
Kent, BR8 71IS Tel: 01322 666007

MAIDSTONE BRANCH.

My dear friends,

SECRETARY: M r s . D Hall-Richardson, 3 1
Bychurch Place, Waterloo Street, Maidstone,
ME15 7UQ.

This is something of a new venture for me trying to
compose some notes for The Journal on behalf of the
62 Club. As I am sure you are all aware we only meet
about twice or three times a year as a club, and I am
sure than many of our members are also members of
local branches.

MEETING PLACE: The Eagle, Upper Stone
Street, Maidstone.
MEETING: Third Tuesday in the month at 19.30
hrs.
It has been a very busy year for us all and apart from
the main events and reunions this year we have had
quite a full branch diary. We are pretty thin on the
ground now but despite the lack of numbers we are
keeping our end up.

Our first gathering this year was at Crockenhill to pay
our last respects to one who had been the mainstay of
the Club for so many years Te d Dennard. He has been
sorely missed, but life goes on and so does the Club.
The next time we met up was at Canterbury in August
when yet again the celebrations were overshadowed

On September 21st we had a day trip to Brugge which
was enjoyed by all, especially the Duty Free shopping
9
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by the death o f Tony Pidduck. Another stalwart
member who will be missed from our parades.
After a great deal of very hard work over a long time the
Maidstone reunion was held on the 8th of September Sevastopol Day. I felt it was a great privilege to be asked
once more to give the address at the memorial service.
The turn out was very good, and I feel that a vote of
thanks is needed from us all for all the hard work of
RHQ and the reunion committee, whose secretary is our
very own Jackie, who keeps a very close eye on the
interests of The Queen's Own element.
Some voices of discontent did come to my ears over
the manner in which the Maidstone Reunion had been
advertised. These comments are really unnecessary
and only go to sour what was an excellent day out.
May I respectfully suggest that these gentlemen try in
future to see both sides of the coin before firing off any
broadsides.
On the 7th o f November, a representative group
gathered f o r t h e opening o f t h e Garden o f
Remembrance at Westminster Abbey. Fortunately this
year the rain held off although it was a bit cold and
Her Majesty seemed to take for ever to get round to
our plot. After she had passed by we all repaired to the
Purveyor's Arms where we were treated to a splendid
Iamb stew, by the landlady - on the house'. After this
the draw took place f o r the Joe Rose Memorial
Christmas Draw, Paddy Maume won the first prize,
Tracey Foster the second and consolation prizes went
to Mrs. Collins, D Young, Mars Barber, Col Goodwin
and Mrs. Gardner, Unfortunately for me its a long way
back to Dorset so I left the proceedings a little earlier
than most, but I understand the party went on for some
time and "by heck they shifted some ale'.
As my mate Bugs Bunny would say, "That's all folks".
From all of us in the 62 Club- a very Happy Christmas
and an excellent New Year to you all.
Tug
(Tug, thank you very much for taking the time to write
these notes. I t is very important to us, regardless of
cap badge, to know how our comrades in the 62 Club
are all faring. Tug has just come out of hospital after
a serious operation and a m sure we all join together
to wish him well and a speedy recovery. The Editor).
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MEDWAY BRANCH.
SECRETARY: Marilyn Devonshire, 136 Brompton
Lane, Strood, Kent ME2 3BA
MEETING PLACE: The R.A.F.A. Club, Riverside,
Chatham, Kent
MEETING: 1st Wednesday in the month at 20.00
hrs.

HYTHE & FOLKES TONE BRANCH.
SECRETARY: Mr. S C Macintyre, Quarry Lane
Cottage, Hythe, Kent CT21 5HE. Tel: 01303
266778
MEETING PLACE: The Royal British Legion
Hall, St. Leonard's Road, Hythe
MEETING: Second Thursday in the month a t
7.30pm.

SANDWICH BRANCH.
SECRETARY: Mr. D G Hogben, 75 Burch Avenue,
Sandwich, Kent CT13 OAN. Tel: 01304 612920
MEETING PLACE: The &ALFA Windsock Club,
The Market, Sandwich
MEETING: 2nd Tuesday in the month (except
August), at 19.30 hrs.

1st BATTALION THE PRINCESS OF WALES'S ROYAL REGIMENT
(an Overview)
Since the last overview was given the Regiment has had a hectic schedule. The Regiment celebrated
its 10th Anniversary on the 9th September 2002.
THE 1st BATTALION is still based in Tidworth but is currently on a tour in Kosovo having departed
in May 2002 and will return at the end of October 2002. They are in the Armoured Warrior role and
part of the Multi National Brigade operating in and around Pristina, Life has settled down in
Kosovo but there is still the constant threat of some problem. They will always react like monkeys
kept in a sack if provoked. The Battalion has had a high profile of visits ranging from the Crown Prince of Sweden
to the Commander of the Royal Danish Life Guards who are serving, as part of the French Brigade. The Colonel
of the Regiment visited from the 9th to 1 1th July and the President of Kosovo presented the Minden Rose to
Battlegroup Headquarters on the 1 st August.
The method of operation is also changing prompting reaction from the various factions, static guards provided
security and importance to ethnic groups and this has been the practice since the start. The CO has now changed
this and removed these static guards and replaced them with mobile patrols and unpredictable foot patrols. The
result is enormous pressure both emotional and political from the Serb community and a lot more pressure on the
Junior Commanders. The false or real incidents and minor demonstrations that the Battalion endures is a price
worth paying and keeps them busy. C Company was recently deployed to Macedonia and B Company were
deployed (out of area) to Mitrovicva with the French. All deployments were a great success.
Battalion training (potential NCO cadres) and sports continue with the planning of the 2003 Cricket Tour of South
Africa well under way.
THE 2nd BATTALION: The major event for the 2nd Battalion has been the Arms Plot move from Aldershot to
Tern Hill in Shropshire and the transition from Mechanised (Saxon) to a Light Battalion (feet!). The Battalion
hosted the Grand Reunion in July in Aldershot. A difficult task whilst commencing the Arms Plot move and moving
2500 people in various events in a small modem barracks.
Training has continued with the newly formed 2 Infantry Brigade situated in Folkestone. Soldiers provided the
"civilian population" for other units training for Northern Ireland, many other tasks involved groups or individuals
taking on tasks to assist with many trials and other activities. Full recruiting has its advantages and these
deployments were not quite such a drain on manpower as in the past.
The Battalion has provided big support for the recruiting drive and also exercised the joint Freedom, with RMP &
RLC, of Chichester. Sgt Pullen was appointed Sobraon Sergeant and Cpl Loosely Kohima Corporal.
One of the main sporting achievements has been the Battalion's Sevens Rugby Team taking part in the highest level
of rugby in the Middlesex Sevens, held at Twickenham. Prizes were won for this event.
As this journal goes to print the Battalion has been deployed to RAF Manston to be in support to fight fires if, or
when, the firemen go on a national strike.
THE 3rd BATTALION has had a year of change. They are now part of the newly re-organised 2 Infantry Brigade
along with four regular Light Role Battalions which includes 2 PWRR. The Battalion has also a new defined role
and mission providing reaction force tasks to help with home land defence. There is also a new affiliation with the
Shomcliffe based regular Battalion which is currently the 2nd Bn The Royal Gurkha Rifles.
There was a rewarding exchange exercise with the Oregon National Guard and training focus moved from fighting
in woods and forestry to fighting in built up areas.
The Battalion has deployed soldiers in support of operations on the Full Time Reserve Service (FTRS) to Kosovo,
Bosnia, Sierra Leone and Cyprus. These were not all with our own units but others such as The Queen's Royal
Hussars (Kosovo) and 1st Bn The Royal Scots (also Kosovo). Two Company Commanders have also had
attachments to 1 PWRR in Kosovo. The experience gained and the medals worn are proof of the various
opportunities that exist in the 3rd Battalion.
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Weekend training and various ceremonies have walked in tandem with TA life. The 3rd Battalion is on good form.
B (Queens Regiment) Company, The London Regiment, have just returned from a successful Annual Camp in
Germany at Sennelager. For those old BAOR veterans nothing has changed. The weather was dry and the plain was
dusty. Adventure training camps were held near the Moenessee dam. They have Full Time Reserve Service (FTRS)
soldiers serving with 1 PWRR in Kosovo - this also includes an officer.
Major Alex Bond continues his command conducting that fine balance o f leadership and example which is so
essential in the TA.
C Company The Royal Rifle Volunteers based in Portsmouth and the Isle o f Wight continues to thrive. They
produced men for the Guard of Honour for Her Majesty's visit to Portsmouth to commemorate her Golden Jubilee
which was a great success for the Company. The service organisers of the event conveniently forgot that we had
TA in Portsmouth in their effort to give the Navy and Regular Forces a higher profile. It was thanks to Captain
Harry Wragg (PSAO) that the Company was included in the Guard of Honour.
Annual Camp this year was held in the Ukraine. Apart from a few very old and bold I don't think that the Army
has ever been there? It was a great success with the Company being part of the Battalion Group.
The Company provides 10% o f its established strength to soldiers on FTRS. They are serving in Kosovo with 1
PWRR, Cyprus and also in the UK. The Company looks forward to a good year.
Every year events change, we are unsure what will happen in 2003 with Iraq and other conflicts but the Regiment
is ready for any eventuality.

1st BATTALION THE PRINCESS OF WALES'S ROYAL REGIMENT
Once again i t is a pleasure t o be asked t o write an article f o r your Journal. Firstly a brief
introduction t o the 1st Battalion f o r any first time readers. We are presently conducting an
Operational Tour in Kosovo; our home base i n the U K is Bhurtpore Barracks Tidworth. The
Battalion is an Armoured Infantry Battalion equipped with the Warrior Armoured Fighting Vehicle.
We are due to stay in this role until 2005 and then move to Northern Ireland as the Belfast Resident
Battalion
At the time o f writing this
article w e are i n Kosovo
and w e l l o v e r h a l f w a y
through a
6 month
Operational Tour. Prior to
our departure the battalion
conducted a half marathon
and raised E4,500 f o r the
Army Benevolent Fund, all
members o f the battalion
participated in the run, no
excuses excepted. T h a t
same e v e n i n g a n I n t e r
Company B o x i n g
Competition took place, as
normal the atmosphere was
electric w i t h a l l boxers
showing g u t s a n d
determination. T h e fights
were o f a v e r y h i g h
standard s h o w i n g g r e a t
December 2002
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potential for the future. After some extremely close fought bouts 'C' Company were the victors. For all you exboxers out there you will know what it takes to climb into the ring, and you would have been proud to see the
excellent quality of boxing produced by these youngsters.
After a short period of leave we were to find ourselves in Kosovo and in Command of the City Centre, Pristina. A
city designed to house 250 thousand people, however 600 thousand are actually crammed into it. Our experience
from the last tour made it extremely easy to settle in and get to work on gaining the trust of the local population,
once this was achieved it ensured we were able to conduct operations effectively and produce a safe and secure
environment for the people of Pristina. All commanders have had to deal with unexpected situations, and as normal.
outstanding results have been achieved. The situation at present within Kosovo is reasonably stable, however
challenges are always around the corner for the commander on the ground. A patrol may be tasked to conduct any
of the following, planned and follow up search, reaction to criminal activity, family disputes that can quickly escalate
into murder and crowd control. Most of our operations to date have been search orientated, so far we have found 57
Rifles, 17 Pistols, 3487 rounds, 3 grenades and a number of items related to criminal activity. The removal of these
weapons has obviously prevented extremists from using them to conduct illegal activity. The Battalion is also highly
trained in dealing with Public Order situations, a skill that is yet to be put to the test.
To ensure our Infantry and Armoured Infantry soldiering skills do not fall below the required standard we have
conducted various courses in Armoured Vehicle Driving and Gunnery. We have also conducted a Potential NCO's
Cadre, this proved to be the ideal setting with few distractions and the ability to work long hours. Due to the
demanding terrain and conditions that are available in Kosovo we were able to put the potential NCO's threw some
harsh training that tested their leadership skills to the full. The final result was 21 Ptes. promoted to L.Cpl.
On return from the Operation the Battalion will enjoy some well-deserved leave over the Christmas period. During
2003 we will conduct our training year, this will include a number of exercises on Salisbury Plain allowing us to
polish up our Armoured Infantry Tactics. The Exercise in Canada will be challenging, commanders will be put to
the test, and they will see the results of their plans when
up against a realistic enemy. Not only will we conduct
live firing we will also take part in an exercise against a
live enemy using simulation equipment, this advance
equipment will allow all weapon systems to be used thus
producing results as close as possible to the real tiling.
Once again i t has been a pleasure for members o f the
Battalion t o assist i n y o u r parades, a chance f o r
experiences to be exchanged and for us to tell you first
hand what the Regiment is up to. I am sure that from the
soldiers you have met you have a warm feeling and can
sleep easy in the fought that your history and traditions
will continue within the PWRR.
Please do not hesitate to drop me a line i f there is any
question that you may seek an answer to, you are all as
much a part o f this Regiment as those that are serving
now.
(My sincere thanks to W01(16M) B o b Wells for taking
the time t o write these notes and especially f o r h i s
comments in the last paragraph which will mean a great
deal to all of our memberPlease keep writing M r Wells,
it is great to hear from you The Editor)

,!Atikolfm

Pte. Garton on patrol in Pristina, a disused
Serbian Orthodox Church in the background.
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THE TOWER OF LONDON
This annual service has been held in the Tower for

Sunday 1st September, and as always the Tower o f
London was the venue for London Buffs service o f

many years and is very much an event for the whole
family. The Book of Remembrance was placed in the
chapel in 1946 and was signed by King Frederick of
Denmark. the then Colonel i n Chief, a n d M a j o r
General Scarlet. After the service a lunch was held in

remembrance held in The Chapel Royal, St Peter Ad
Venicular, H M Tower o f London. Under blue skies
and i n w a r m sunshine, London Branch paraded,
supported by colleagues from Ramsgate, Canterbury
and Sittingbourne and many families. The service was
conducted by the Revd. Paul Abram M A . The first
lesson being read by a Buff, WO I (RSM) Dennis Mills
and the second by The Governor of The Tower, Major
General Geoffrey Field CB, OBE.

the To w e r Hotel w h i c h 3 3 members and guests
attended. Many others took advantage o f the free
entrance t o t h e To w e r, w h i l s t some t o o k t h e
opportunity t o take a trip on the river, visit HMS
Belfast or just soak up the sun o n the embankment.
All too soon a memorable day came to an end. Those
of us from other branches owe a very big "thank you"
to Bill Pinder and London Branch. See you all next
year

The service itself was memorable to say the least, who
of those of us present will ever hear the equal o f the
choir. D u r i n g his sermon Paul Abram pointed out
that the church was the final resting place f o r the
Colours o f 1st Battalion The Buffs that were carried

PW

by the Regiment from 1830 to 1848 and were present
at the battle o f Punniar in 1843.

London Branch with members from Ramsgate and Canterbury marching into the Tower.
Led by the standards of London and Ramsgate.
December 2002
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Prisoners of War
(Their story)
The last issue in July of the Journal featured the final
episode of Bert Jones's fascinating diary kept over the
five years he was a prisoner of war Bert was one o f
many who were not only taken prisoner but who took
part in the infamous "Death Marches" from Poland
and eastern Germany towards the west in front of the
ad wincing Russian Army. Mentioned here are some of
those ex POW's who shared those experiences. Bert's
story is their story as well. The Editor.

1945 they arrived on Luneberg Heath and there were
locked in cattle trucks and left. On 2nd May 1945,
Horace's birthday, he was liberated by the American
Army.
During a l l o f t h i s t i m e
Horace's m o s t v a l u e d
possession was a white shirt
which h e k e p t s a f e l y,
promising himself that h e
would wear it on the day o f
liberation, should there b e

HORACE COOK
Horace joined the Territorial Army, 4th Battalion The
Buffs in 1937 and was mobilised in August 1939. He
was taken prisoner in May 1940 near Dunkirk. He was
marched to the Belgian border and there, along with
many hundred others, crammed into cattle trucks and
several days later, with little o r no food o r water,
arrived i n Berlin and was taken t o the Olympic
Stadium. From there he was later taken to railway
sidings and once again crammed into cattle trucks. 3
to 4 days later he arrived at Stalag XXA, at Thorn. 4
months later he was moved to Stalag XXB. Just after
Horace was taken prisoner his family were told that he
was listed as missing. No more was heard for nearly
three months during which time his parents were
convinced that he had been killed. On the 25th July
1940 the telegram shown below arrived to say that he
was a Prisoner of War

one. Tr u e t o h i s promise
Horace wore that shirt on the

Horace, wearing a
Polish Army cap,

day in question although by
now it was less than white.

pictured at Stalag
XXB in 1941

Horace was flown back t o

"Blighty" b y L a n c a s t e r
Bomber (see picture on page 17) and was demobbed
in 1946. In 1957 Horace rejoined the TA and served in
5th Battalion The Buffs until 1969. In 1970 Horace
was commissioned and served with the Army Cadet
Force for a further 7 years until 1977. What a record!
Since the late 40's Horace has been a very active
member of the Ramsgate Branch o f our Association
and has held various offices including standard bearer,
he is currently the Vice Chairman
CHARLIE BRYANT

In early 1945, after 5 long years, with the Russians
fast approaching the camp i t was evacuated and so
started the l o n g march westwards. Across Poland,
following the Baltic coast to start with, the prisoners
started criss crossing Germany and a t one point
finished up back in Berlin. Finally at the end of April

In 1933 Charlie volunteered
for service and enlisted in The
Buffs. A f t e r training he was
posted to ' B ' Coy. o f the 1st
Battalion i n Burma. I n 1936
the battalion w a s s e n t t o

Charges Co pop

Lucknow remaining there until
1938 when they w e r e sent to
Palestine. A f t e r a y e a r i n
Palestine it was off to Mersah

d.

POST O F F I C E
TELEGRAM
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20Prefix T i m e handed in. ° R i c e d Ong n and S e r e . Instructlons, W o r d s .
From

To

Matru i n Egypt b u t Charlie
was only there for a month before being sent back to
England to attend a vocational release course at the
end of his service. The declaration of war was soon to

7
2

disrupt Charlie's plans and he re-enlisted into The
Buffs this time the 2nd Battalion. A s part o f the
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British Expeditionary Force the 2nd Battalion was
sent to France.
Charlie now continues his story: " M y unit, ' B ' Coy.
2nd Battalion The Buffs, along w i t h others were
ordered to hold up the German advance and act as a
rearguard in our area while other troops withdrew to
the coast. We were lightly armed and could not hope
to withstand the German "blitzkreig" for long. We did
our best but with the front disintegrating around us
and with n o heavy weapons,little ammunition and
food it became impossible and those of us that were
still alive were captured."
Like so many other prisoners, then started a long,
tortuous journey into captivity. Crammed into cattle
trucks with little or no water and food thousands upon
thousands o f allied troops w e r e transported t o
Germany and beyond. I n Charlie's case i t was t o
Stalag 20A in Poland, later transferred to 20B. After
nearly 5 long years the camp was evacuated in front of
the advancing Russians and the terrible long march
back into west Germany began. I n M a y o f 1945
Charlie was finally released at a place near Halle by
the American Army.
Charlie i s still an active member o f the Ramsgate
Branch of the Regimental Association.
JAMES STEDMAN
In 1939 Jim was drafted into
6th Battalion Queen's O w n
Royal West Kent Regt and
was captured just 8 months
later at Doullens in northern
France. O n 20th M a y 1940
hundreds o f German tanks
broke through the defences.
There was l i t t l e chance o f
stopping them armed w i t h
rifles of 1918 era, with only one Bren gun per platoon,
no tanks, artillery o r aircraft i n support. Jim, with
some o f the survivors fell back and it was not until
30th May that he was taken prisoner during which
time he had little food. After two weeks on the march
back towards Holland, Jim was in a very bad state.
The Germans were not issuing food and the column
had to survive on what could be found lying around.
Eventually he was put into cattle trucks with little or
no room to lie down and with only one "toilet" stop in
the next three days. Conditions were appaling and
when they arrived at a place called Schubin in Poland
December 2002
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they barely had enough strength left to get out of the
wagons. After two years in Stalag XX I B Jim was sent
to Stalag X X I A at Schildberg and then onto Stalag
XX1D at Posnan in Poland. In 1944 this camp was
closed and the prisoners were moved south to Stalag
VI 1B at Lamsdorf. In late January came the order to
evacuate the camp and head west and south to avoid
the advancing Russians. T h e i r route t o o k them
through Czechoslovakia and Austria and back into
Germany. Jim was released on 30th April 1945 b y
American troops of Patton's Army and flown back to
England courtesy of the RAF in a converted Lancaster
Bomber. I n 1992 Jim wrote o f his experiences in a
book called "Life o f a British POW in Poland May
31st 1940 to April 30th 1945". And an excellent read
it is too.
ERNIE W H I T E
Ernie was called up into the
5th Battalion The Hampshire
Regiment, 2nd Militia, i n
September 1939. Stationed
mostly in Kent until he was
sent overseas t o Tunisia.
After fierce fig,hting and lots
of casualties he was captured
by German troops o n H i l l
609 overlooking Mateur. Ernie was handed over to the
Italians and sent t o Camp PG. 6 6 at Capua, near
Naples. Thereafter to several other camps in Italy until
the Italian surrender in 1943. Ernie walked out o f
camp but his taste of freedom was all too short as he
bumped into a column o f German tanks and was
recaptured A f t e r a nightmare journey o f 4 days
crammed into railway horse trucks he arrived at Stalag
8A at Gorlitz, in lower Silesia. In January 1945 the
Russians were close and the prisoners were moved.
Most o f them had a terrible time, being marched
backwards and forwards all over Germany. Ernie was
lucky as he had been in the infirmary at the start of the
exodus and was sent towards the west b y railway
truck. Even so his journey was fraught with danger.
On the way the train was machine gunned by Allied
planes and over 30 POW's were killed and wounded.
Ernie eventually arrived at Stalag 11B at Fallingbostel
which was absolutely chaotic. Finally. Ernie was
released by the British 2nd Army. Ernie has been a
member of our Association for many years and takes
a very active too. He writes the branch notes notes for
Sittingboume Branch for the Journal and those notes

always reflect his sense of humour and dedication to
Association affairs.

again and marched back to where we had come from.
On arrival at the camp again we were put into lorries
and driven for miles past road signs with names that
reminded me of the stories my father had told me of
his time on the Somme in the 1914/18 war. We, C

JAMES (Jim) PEALL
Jim was called up into
the second intake o f
the Militia in October
1939 and mustered at
Horsham. After a short
time i n A s h f o r d t h e
unit w a s s e n t t o

Company, eventually arrived at Doullens and spent
the night in a convent and the next morning enjoyed a
breakfast o f cold hard boiled eggs. A f t e r this m y
section were taken to a house, overlooking a lovely
tree lined stream, a n d t o l d t o convert i t i n t o a
stronghold a n d d e f e n d i t t o t h e l a s t m a n .
Unfortunately s o m e o f t h e m o r e adventurous
members o f my section found that the house had an
outhouse which was an extensive wine store. This

Canterbury f o r
enrollment and issue of
uniform, e q u i p m e n t
and rifles. I t was then
back t o Ashford f o r

proved to be a problem and our comfortable house
was changed for a muddy, damp, hedge lined ditch.
The next morning we were once again "enlorried" and
driven up roads full o f refugees and French soldiers
going the other way and waving to us to join them.

Jim, pictured at last
year's Ramsgate Branch
Annual Dinner

training based o n the
Westgate H a l l R o a d
Drill Hall. Sleeping in
private h o u s e s a n d
taking their meals at the Brewery in St. Dunstans, just
off Roper Road. It was here that Jim developed a taste
for hard fried eggs and cold bacon. After training Jim
and his pals were returned to 5th Battalion at the Drill
Hall. After further training as a sniper and promotion
to Corporal Jim and the battalion entrained on 19th
April 1940 for Southampton and Le Havre. In France
the battalion was incorporated into I II Corps (Lt.
Gen. Sir R F Adam) GHQ Reserve. 12th Division and
later Petrie Force (Major Gen. R L Petrie 36 Brigade.
This comprised, as f a r as J i m can recall, o f 7th
Battalion QORWK Regt, 6th Battalion QORWK Regt
and 5th Battalion The Buffs commanded by Colonel
Allan. From Le Havre the battalion travelled by lorry
to a small town i n Normandy, Fleury-sur-Andelle,
close to Rouen. Jim claims that throughout the whole
time he was i n France he really never quite knew
exactly where he was. I n Jim's own words " I t was
soon obvious that things were not so good as we had
air raids all round us and we were suddenly paraded
and marched o f f in full pack order. Eventually we
arrived at a tented camp and communication seemed
to be entirely by bugle call. As I am completely "tone
deaf" and did not know one bugle call from another
and could not recognise three G's from a chorus girls
skirt I found life more than a little confusing. From
the 10th M a y the road that ran through our camp
became packed with refugees and not long after we
were paraded and marched t o the local station t o
entrain. Just as were about to get on a train a Don R
arrived with a change of orders and we were fallen in

Our company had been given the area of Pommera, on
the road to Arras, to defend. The bit allotted to my
platoon, under the command of 2nd Lt. Peter Money,
was a nice big clearing in an orchard, about the size of
a football pitch. Unfortunately we had no entrenching
tools, not even a spade to dig any trenches or gun pits.
But a t mid-morning a hot meal arrived w i t h one
shovel. I was cheered u p n o end b y hearing,- o u r
Company 2i/c tell Mr. Money "not to fight to the last
man". Later that afternoon we saw the three enemy
tanks that we had been told had broken through and it
was our job to eliminate. This we were expected to do
as badly armed as we were with one Bren gun and one
Boyes anti tank gun with but five rounds per platoon.
I believe the company had a mortar section but with
only smoke bombs and hand grenades we saw not a
one. Still we were prepared to have a go and I am sure
we would have tackled the three tanks with some
success but i t was the hundreds that followed that
made our hearts sink. We did what we could but soon
our ammunition ran out and M r Money told us to
retreat to the cross roads outside the orchard. When I
got there I reorganised my section but we never saw
Mr. Money nor the remainder o f our platoon again.
We retreated down the road under shell fire and found
another platoon, or the remnants thereof, in a copse.
After a while I took what was left of my section away
from the roads and into the fields using whatever
cover we could, behind hedges and along ditches until
we had broken o f f contact w i t h the enemy and
everyone else it appeared. After a day and a half we
were totally exhausted and as dawn broke we crawled
17
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into a wood to rest up for the day. I fell into a deep
sleep and was rudely awakened b y a lot of shouting,
not in English, and I found myself on the wrong end
of a German rifle. We were surrounded b y 4 or 5
German soldiers and marched out of the wood. It was
very depressing to have the nasty end of a rifle stuck
in your spine. We were taken along a narrow lane and
then lined up alongside a ditch. I honestly thought that
our last few minutes had come and I called our section
to attention. Then a voice, i n English, said " D o n ' t
worry you chaps, come over here." I t was a German
officer, he apologised for not having any food for us
but gave us a bottle o f wine to drink, was that wine
ever tasty! It was also the last "proper- drink we had
of any type o f decent liquid f o r some time, ditch
water, dew, dirty stream water yes but a proper clean
trustworthy drink-not a drop. We also didn't get any
food issued f o r well over a week o r maybe even
longer. Time really meant nothing after our capture,
just t o survive was enough a n d sometimes o n e
wondered i f even that was worthwhile.
The following day our small band managed to get
away and for a while we thought we were home and
dry. We even took time off in a village to occupy an
empty cottage, light a fire, catch a chicken and put it
in a saucepan. It was at that point that the Germans
advanced through the village and we were in the bag
again. This time for keeps.
After a long march to God knows where we were put
into cattle trucks and after many days finished up at
Fort XV I I, Stalag X X A at Thorn where we arrived
on 10th June. For the following three years I was
engaged o n various working parties and i n the
summer of 1943, as an NCO and following General
Fortune's orders, I refused t o work. I was then
moved t o Fort X V. I n M a y 1944 Fort X V was
closed and all prisoners were transferred to Stalag
375. This was a large open camp on the outskirts of
Thorn w h i c h was already occupied b y A l l i e d
POW's from Italian camps which were evacuated
after the Italian surrender. There were also a large
contingent o f A r m y personnel f r o m t h e North
African campaign and numerous R A F personnel
also from Italy. Later intakes o f RAF were from
Stalag Luft 1 I l(Sagan).
In early August 1944 I received my first letter from
home and the whole camp was transferred to Stalag
357, Fallingbostel. During that winter I could see
British POW's exercising i n t h e grounds o f a
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building i n t o w n . I understand t h a t t h e y w e r e
prisoners that had been taken at Arnhem.
We were accommodated in huts with 60 men per hut,
late arrivals were put into marquees. They suffered
very badly in the terrible cold of that winter and came
into our huts to try to get some warmth. On arrival in
Germany the food supply, which had never been
plentiful or palatable, deteriorated rapidly. Red Cross
parcels, w h i c h h a d b e e n o u r m a i n source o f
nourishment, became fewer and fewer and finally
ceased in March 1945."
The prisoners were marched out o f Fallingbostel on
March 17th and were on the road for at least 10 days.
Jim was finally liberated on 25th April by a unit of the
British 2nd Army. The released POW's were left to
their own devices t o get themselves t o appointed
airfields, they were just told where they could find
transport and i t was very much up t o them t o get
organised into parties etc. Eventually Jim got to an
airfield managed to find room on the last aircraft. a
Dakota, that repatriated released POW's from that
airfield. Having landed at Wing. in Buckinghamshire,
they were taken to a camp at Little Missenden and
from there sent home t o arrive i n time V E Day
celebrations. Finally demobbed in 1946, Jim became
an Architectural Technician. He joined the Regimental
Association in 1946, Ramsgate Branch, and became
President o f the Branch a post which held until he
retired this year.

One of the last RAF Lancaster flights bringing
POW's back home.
Horace Cook is second from the left in the front row.

This photograph was taken in 1942 at
Stalag V O A . All are Queen's Own
Royal West Kent's.
Not all of the names are known, but
someone may be able to till in the gaps.
Front Row: L to R.PSM. H a r r y Dumbrell.
CSM Harry Taylor (6th Bn.)
PSM Hayward. Sgt Austin
2nd Row: 3rd Left: Sgt Davies (7th M . )
Back Row: 1st Left:
Sgt Ron Youseman (7th 13n)
2nd Left: Pte Jim Steadman (6th M . )
3rd Left: Sgt Crump

STOPPRESS
In May 1940 the 5th Battalion The Buffs and 6th Battalion The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regt were
deployed in the Doullens area of Northern France. Their task was to prevent the German Army, in the form of
3 Panzer Divisions, from taking Doullens and preventing them from crossing the Doullens/Arras road. Ill armed,
out gunned, outnumbered and outflanked their heroic attempts were in vain and very few managed to get back
to England. Those that were not killed were taken prisoner and spent 5 long years of hardship in captivity.
The Journal, in association with Robert Chown who has made a detailed study o f these actions, w i l l be
organising a day trip to the Doullens area to commemorate these historic events. T h e trip will be scheduled for
early June 2003 and i f you would like to take part then please let the Editor know, in writing, at your earliest
convenience as the trip may well be oversubscribed. It is too early to confirm prices but it is thought that the
cost will be about E20 per person, to include lunch. Families are very welcome but initially will be restricted to
an association member plus one.
An outline program, subject to alteration at this early stage is:
8 am D e p a r t Dover
10.30 ( F r e n c h time) Arrive Calais
I -2.15 A r r i v e La Herliere, 'B' Company 5th Buffs, short ceremony at Private Lungley's grave
12.45 A r r i v e Mondicourt 'A' Company 5th Buffs. Wreath laying ceremony at cemetery.
13.15 A r r i v e Pommera for lunch
14.30 A r r i v e Doullens area and visit site of 6 RWK's last stand.
15.30

V i s i t

Town Hall for parade and presentation to the Mayor

16.30 R e t u r n to Calais via the site of 6 Panzer Division's crossing of Grouches Stream.
The trip will also include visits, without dismounting, to the actual sites of the various company HQ's which can
still be identified.
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6584460 Private John A. Lungley
"B" Company. 5th Battalion The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regt.)
the horizon. A t the same time more men o f 5th

Note: The following article is based on a series of eye
witness accounts compiled b y Monsieur Andre
Coil/jot and translated by Robert Chown. Earlier this
year Bert Jones, who took part in this battle visited
l'Arbret and la Herliere and writes:

Battalion T h e B u ff s p o u r o u t o f lorries a t t h e
crossroads and t e l l t h e inhabitants t o leave their
houses a n d then they start t o prepare defensive
positions. Some of the soldiers take up a position in a
shallow trench facing M m e . Caron's cafe, these
soldiers also set a Bren Gunt covering
h
e
Route
Nationale towards Arras.

John Lungley was killed a t l'Arbret i n northern
France on May 20th 1940. Although I was only a few
hundred yards away from his position at the time, I
knew nothing of his defiant last stand, until a couple
of years ago. An acquaintance, Robert Chown, who is
researching our regimental history, passed on to me an
account written b y Andre Coilliot o f the fightimg
around l'Arbret.

The Buffs had o n l y arrived a f e w hours before
advance units o f a German Panzer Division. One o f
the British officers goes back to the main road 100
meters away. H e wants t o see i f he can stop the
retreating French troops. He tries to persuade them to
join with The Buffs to help to defend the area instead
of running away. The situation is desperate. No one
appears to listen to him. There are no wounded in the
crowds of French soldiers. Why the headlong flight?
Why this lack o f discipline? Who is i n command?
Where is the enemy? No one takes any notice."

Monsieur Coilliot has written the story based upon
eye witness accounts f r o m t h e local people, i n
particular a Julien Huygebeart who was the son of the
Station Master at l'Arbret at the time.The account
reads:
It was 6 o'clock in the morning on May 20th, when
the Buffs arrived at l'Arbret in two army lorries. Two
British officers get out and run into the station office
and some 30 soldiers dismount and are given orders.
One o f the officers runs up the stairs and tells the
station staff to leave. Soldiers follow close behind and
start to clear the furniture and barricade the windows

Back a t the railway station, t h e Station Master,
Monsieur Huygebeart tries t o telephone t o h i s
colleagues in the SNCF in Doullens and Arras. N o
orders had been given and he is not sure whether to
activate the orders as laid down in the Evacuation Plan
which was set up i n September 1939. H e gets no
response b u t manages t o contact the Stations a t
Beaumetz-Riviere and Mondicourt but they have no

with mattresses and pillows. Others set up a Bren gun
in an embrasure in a window facing east towards the
outskirts o f la Herliere. Two armed soldiers take up
observation positions at the attic windows and scan

information either.

Everything is very odd. the situation tense and the
atmosphere heavy- the sun
still shines i n a cloudless
sky.
Towards 10 o'clock some

/

refugees t e l l t h a t t h e
Germans h a v e r e a c h e d
_ adV 7 0 , • • l a Om!,

*

t

—
The Railway Station at L'Arbet is the building directly facing at the end of the
cul de sac. I t was in the attic o f this building that Bert Jones and Sid Bartlett
kept watch for the arrival o f the German Panzers. Mine. Carons Cafe is the
building on the right.
December 2002
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Monchy au Bois. N o one
can believe it!
At about 11.15 am, some
planes fly over at low level.
there i s panic among the
refugees but the planes are
recognised a s s i x
Hurricanes o f t h e R A F
which f l y o f f towards the
north. A t 12.40 pm, from

of the "madman" w h o was impeding them. They
called out to him to surrender. One o f the Germans

the east, the noise of gunfire is heard for the first time.
The Station Master quickly opens the safe and takes
out the military dossier and burns it. He then orders
his staff to leave and make their way to St Pol. The
Station Master calls his wife and daughters, who are
upstairs, and the family leaves the Station to join the
column of refugees on the main road.

lying near me, made me move so that he could fire
more comfortably. H e said to me apologetically i n
almost perfect French "C'est la guerre".
The machine gunner (Bren gunner) went on firing,
nothing would deter him, appeals shouted to him to
surrender were ignored. Shortly afterwards, one of the
Germans left the precarious shelter and headed for the
crossroads at f u l l pelt, bent over, dodging bullets,
diving from doorway to doorway. Still under bursts of
fire from the Bren gun, a German armoured vehicle
advanced and machine gunned the place where the
firing, which was impeding their progress, had been
coming from. After a while there was silence. It was
about 13.45 hours. A brave man was no longer. It was
Private John Lungley who, armed with a Bren gun,
had resisted to the very end.

The Germans are now getting very close. The English
soldiers are i n position i n the fields opposite the
Station, on the outskirts o f the village and i n the
Bazeque Woods. Others, armed with a Bren gun. are
hidden i n t h e bushes and fields beside t h e Rue
MaiHard.
Two columns of German tanks are approaching, one
from l a Cauchie and the other from Humbercamps.
Some men from the first column take some petrol cans
from the abandoned English depot midway between
the village and la Croix de Bazeque. The column stops
at the crossroads where two men in black uniforms

The Germans buried John where he was killed but the
villages recovered his body and he now lies in the
communal churchyard in near-by La Herhere. He lies
beside two other British soldiers, Private T C Harris
Royal Warwickshire Regt. and Pioneer W. J. S. Byatt
Royal Engineers, w h o were killed in the 1914-1918
war.

with the Death's Head insignia, disarm a French
soldier who is sitting exhausted and numb in the Cafe
Joseph. they then leave towards Gaudiempre. The
second column heads for la Herhere.
This column divides into t w o as the ground rises
towards le Bois de la Bazeque and the tanks move
forward.
The artillery barrage now lifts from the first line o f
British defences and the right hand column gets closer
to la Herliere, laying down heavy fire towards Rue
Mai!lard and the houses on the edge o f the village.
The leading tanks stop outside a house and some tank
men run inside, they want to know i f there any British
troops around.

Ff,(, I n ! . • f !

,

The left-hand German column follows the edge of the
wood and heads for the right flank of the British. They
see them - are they about to be encircled? Should they
fight or withdraw.

I
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The Station Master now takes up the story. "Finding
myself rather behind my family when the bursts of fire
started, I just had time to fling myself behind the
garden wall of Mr Leturge's house. At that moment,
under burst of fire, a German motor-cycle and sidecar
came haring in, plunged to a halt and sought shelter in
the yard to my right. The soldiers got o ff it quickly
and threw themselves down behind me. Who was i t
that was holding up the Germans? There must have
been a machine gun spitting away furiously i t was
deafening. T h e t w o Germans unholstered t h e i r
weapons and fired over the little wall; in the direction

(I am very grateful to Andre Coilliot, Robert Chown
and Bert Jones for the above article. The Editor)
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CANDID CAMERA

4.
High, Wide and Henry
Is this the only picture in existence of
HD in Uniform?

Dennis Mills with "supporters" at The Tower of London.
It sure beats walking sticks Dennis!!!

The Richard & Denise Show:
"How much? £60 Officer! I don't believe it, so what's a few yellow lines
between Kentish Men. Oh! I see your father was a B u ff " .
I think I ' m about to cry (Richard produces hanky for maximum effect)
(Aside to Denise) " D o something, offer him one of your free mobile
phones, but for heavens sake don't mention little pink pigs."
December 2002
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Above, Scouse Sturgeon, having his
weekly "cut".
Hardly "Page 3" material, but none
the less pretty impressive! Just shows
what Philosan or Bob Martin's
Conditioner can do for you!!!

PHOTO GALLERY

The Corps of Drums, 1st Battalion The Buffs
South Barracks, Khartoum 1950
L to R Back Row: D Griffiths. M Durling. A Shrimpton. J Crouch. J Ogden
Middle Row: R Parrish. J Bloomer. K Seaton. G Mitchell. H Olerenshaw. D Harker. J Spier&
Front Row: H Haynes. I Sedge. Sgt. E Knight. Drum M a j o r G Moyes.
Cpl R Simmonds. G Mattock. C Duffy.
Photo: Courtesy of Ivor Sedge

A pavement artist's impression of
Bill Pinder 1st Bn. The Buffs in
Rome 1944.The Rome council now
want that bit of pavement back but
Bill won't part with it. Shades of the
Elgin Marbles or what!

Two Queen's Own Buffs ties, each purchased through Regt. HQ.
Which way should the stripes go, can anyone help?
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PHOTO GALLERY
Bernard Foulger, the Padre for Sittingbourne Branch,
is seen here holding a bronze statue which was
presented to him in recognition of his work for the exservices associations in the Sittingbourne area over
the past 13 years.
Col. P. M . Beaumont o f the Parachute Regimental
Association presented Bernard w i t h the statue o n
behalf o f all those associations which include the
Sittingboume Branch o f the Queen's O w n B u ff s
(PWRR) Regimental Association, t h e Parachute
Regimental Association, The Royal British Legion,
the R o y a l N a v a l Association a n d t h e Chatham
Airbourne Engineers Association. Last month he was
appointed padre of the recently formed Kent branch of
the Canal Zoners' Association.
The statue, hand made in Scotland, depicts a padre
reading a service on the battlefield. Bernard served in
the army for three years from 1946 to 1948.
In the words of Ernie White of Sittingboume Branch:
"Bernard is always on hand when needed".
Many congratulations Bernard from all members o f
our Association, a very well deserved award.

70 YEARS ON
The above picture is of a young Corporal,Tom Hurley, and his bride Kay, on their wedding day in 1932. On
Saturday 10th August 2002, Tom, who won the M M and was a warded an MID with the 2nd Battalion The
Buffs in North Africa, and his wife Kay celebrated their 70th wedding anniversary with a party at their
daughter's home near Woking. Great to see you both looking so fit, many congratulations.
December 2002

24

PHOTO GALLERY

o

A
Her M a j e s t y, T h e Q u e e n , s e e n h e r e
inspecting those on parade at the Garden of
Remembrance, We s t m i n s t e r A b b e y. H e r
Majesty has just passed Sammy Supple o f
Canterbury Branch.

The Reverend Vernon Collins, OAM JP, who served in
1st Bit. The Buffs in Hong Hong in 1947. On demob he
joined t h e Australian A r m y a n d a f t e r retiring was
ordained. Ve r n o n i s seen h e r e , w i t h o n e o f h i s
"parishioners" a t T h e Shrine o f Remembrance i n
August 2002.

GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE, WESTMINSTER ABBEY
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VITTORIA
Whether regular soldier or National Serviceman, few
forget their first day in the army. I certainly recall with
total clarity m y first evening at Depot, The Buffs
during August 1954. Dressed in boots (which fitted)
and denims ( w h i c h certainly d i d n ' t ) w e w e r e
assembled to be given advice and guidance which - i f
followed well enough - would steer us through the
turbulent times we were assured lay ahead. Tucked
away amongst the endless volley of information was
something seemingly unimportant: that for the next
three months w e would collectively be known as
Vittoria Platoon.
For the next ten weeks the platoon paraded, drilled,
had i t s rooms and k i t endlessly inspected, 'show
paraded', field-crafted, range-worked and eventually
(with casualties en route) passed out. The survivors
went their different ways and Vittoria Platoon was
disbanded, soon to fade in the memory of its members
and become another statistic of regimental history.
Many years later, on a business trip to Bilbao, as my
taxi took me from the airport to the city centre, I
spotted a sign to Vittoria. The memory of those early
days began to stir. Subsequent trips kindled an interest
in this significant encounter in the Peninsula War and I
decided to study the battle. After a few hours reading
such e m i n e n t authors a s Elizabeth L o n g f o r d
(Wellington: The Years of the Sword); Ian C Robertson
(Wellington a t War i n the Peninsula); Julian Paget
(Wellington's Peninsula War); and Bernard Cornwell
(Sharpe's Honour) - which is as good an account as any
of the battle - I was ready. M y next visit to the area
involved a Monday conference in Bilbao. I travelled to
Spain on Friday evening, hired a car for two days and
set out f o r Vittoria - thirty miles south - early on
Saturday morning. It was October 2000, some 187 and
a bit years after the battle which had been fought on 21
June 1813. Turning o f f the motorway I approached
Gasteiz/Vittoria (as the town is now known). A s I
travelled across the Vittoria plain, where the battle took
place, the events began to unfold.
The French, commanded by Joseph but prompted by
Marshall Jourdain, had been forced steadily north east
until they decided to make a stand at Vittoria. Joseph,
according to Paget:

"..assumed that Wellington, advancing from the west,
would attack frontally from that direction, and he
December 2002
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therefore placed his three divisions in three defensive
lines west of Vittoria."
The front line was held by Gazan with 35,000 men on
the forward slopes of the Hill o f Arinez, with strong
artillery support. ( t h e second) w a s j u s t east o f
Arinez... while Reille's division was behind „ h a l f a
mile west o f Vittoria. I t was a reasonably strong
position against an attack from the west, but it had two
serious weaknesses.
First, Joseph should have realised That Wellington
was unlikely to take the obvious line. Second, his
position was vulnerable to a flank attack from the
north, and, unfortunately f o r him, that was exactly
what Wellington was planning to do.
Nearing Vittoria I noticed the Pueblo Heights, running
along the south o f the plain which extends for four
miles west of the town, and the defile in the south west
corner through which flows the Zadorra river. It was
by this defile, at 0800, that the first encounter took
place and it was here that I started my tour.
Wellington's first action was to order Hill's brigade to
ascend and secure the Pueblo Heights, thus threatening
Gazan's left flank. Both I /3rd East Kent (The Buffs)
and 1/50th West Kents were involved in this operation.
Whereas The Buffs appear to have had a relatively
easy time the 50th were heavily engaged, helping
repulse a strong French counter attack. The position
was secured b y noon. H i l l ' s force dominated the
heights and had succeeded in drawing some French
from their right flank at the north of their position.
Standing by the river I thought long and hard about
following the footsteps of my predecessors. However,
with the heights now thickly wooded and with no
obvious tracks, the summit would not have given me
the view I wanted. There was much yet to see and my
time was limited: reluctantly I moved on.
About half a mile north of the defile lies a small knoll,
my next stop (and an easy climb!). From this small
hill Wellington commanded much of the earlier battle
and it is easy to see why. The main French position is
clearly visible, a mile ahead, w i t h Vittoria i n the
distance beyond. Between Wellington and the French
ran the Zadorra river, crossed by numerous bridges.
Curiously, for reasons never quite clear, the French

conscious of the flanks, I saw half right a small knoll
behind which flows the river, unseen for about half a
mile, before it emerges from behind the knoll, turns
south across the front of the position before leaving
the plain through the defile. Behind the knoll,
completely out of view from the Hill of Arinez, lies a
stone bridge. Another bridge, leading to a village to
the north, was clearly visible from the hilltop, not far
from where the French right flank would have been.

failed either to defend or destroy most o f the key
bridges. As the river flows west from Vittoria along
the north of the plain, then to the south across the front
of the French position, i t represents a formidable
obstacle to any attacker. Failure to neutralise the
bridges was to prove a costly mistake. With that
thought it was time for me to move on. I had seen the
area from Wellington's view; the next stop was the
main French position.
Allied Attache
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The Battle of Vitoria 21 June 1813

made my way to the Hill o f Arinez. Parking in
Arinez village, which lies to the rear of the hill, I set
out on foot. I soon encountered the farmer whose land
I would need to cross. With a distinct lack of humour
he ushered me towards a track obviously leading to a
wide detour well away from his farm. However my
darkest thoughts about Basques and their country
soon evaporated when it became clear that his route
included the only bridge over a six lane motorway!
Nice old boy, really. Half an hour after setting out I
was on the hill.

At the time o f the battle both were intact and
undefended. Having 'appreciated' the position I spent
some time walking around, looking f o r the odd
musket ball or similar souvenir, but nothing did I find.
Too many people had been there before.
I thought again about the battle. Wellington had
already attacked the Heights of Pueblo on the French
left and now his attention was turned to the north. Two
columns were sent on long and difficult approach
marches, one to attack the right flank, the other to cut
off the French rear behind Vittoria. By 1200 the road
from Vittoria to Bayonne had been cut, exactly as
Wellington had planned.

The first thing that struck me was that shoe-homing
35,000 troops onto that position must have presented
a considerable challenge! T h e second w a s
astonishment that the French should think that anyone
would mount a head-on attack against that position
with obvious alternatives available! Looking around,

It was now time for the attack against Gazan's right
flank, but the flanking force had been delayed in the
hills. Then, just as orders were being given for a
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frontal attack, a Spanish peasant reported that the
bridge at Tres Puentes (the one hidden behind the
knoll) was intact, undefended and not even under
observation! Immediately a brigade o f the L i g h t
Division secured it. unseen by the French. Sadly, the
peasant who brought the information was decapitated
by one of the few shots fired at the brigade.
Still Dalhousie's flanking column had not arrived but
Picton, with his 3rd Division, was ready. Refusing to
wait any longer Picton seized the Mendoza bridge
whereupon Dalhousie arrived and forced another
undefended bridge. Under attack from three sides
Gazan withdrew and, by 1500, both the hill and the
village o f Arinez were in Allied hands. Standing on
the hill it was easy to see how it all happened. Further
crossings nearer to Vittoria forced the French further
back. The only fierce fighting took place north o f
Vittoria b u t , eventually, t h e French b r o k e a n d
scattered towards the baggage park east o f the city.
Here Joseph had amassed the total wealth accrued by
the French whilst in Spain and Portugal. Treasure of
all kinds totalling some £165 million at today's value
lay in wait for anyone with the opportunity to help
themselves. Many did.
It was now time to visit those bridges which proved so
critical to the outcome of the battle. Two, that crossed
by Dalhousie at Villodas, and the Tres Puentes bridge,
are still there today - totally unchanged. The Mendoza
bridge, at Gazan's right flank, has now been replaced
by a modern road bridge. However to walk over the
bridges, as I did, is to gain a real sense of history. Had
they been defended, attacking each would have been a
bloody affair. Equally, had they been destroyed,
crossing the swiftly flowing river would have been
hazardous. I t beggars belief that anything so vital
could have been totally ignored. Once across the
British just walked into Gazan's position. Amazing.
Apart from a major road running through the plain,
the area is much as it was in 1813. But the area north
of Vittoria, where French resistance was fairly fierce,
has completely changed and it is no longer possible to
trace the action. So too, has the area of the baggage
park, n o w swallowed u p b y a n industrial estate.
However, the old city, with its narrow streets, is still
largely intact and the main square contains one of the
few memorials to Wellington' campaign. A splendid
thing it is, providing a fitting memorial to the battle
and an appropriate place to end my visit.

I.

Memorial to the Battle in the city
The battle of Vittoria was not the largest battle fought
in the Peninsula, but i t had the most far-reaching
consequences. T h e battle ejected the French f r o m
Spain, costing them 8,000 casualties i n the process
and led to Napoleon's final defeat at Waterloo two
years later. 5,000 of Wellington's men were casualties.
The plunder o f t h e French baggage t r a i n w a s
breathtaking. It was thought that the British soldiers
alone took about one seventh of the total in gold coin
- and they were third into the baggage park after the
fleeing French and the good citizens o f Vittoria! I
wondered i f any soldiers o f the 3rd o r the 50th
managed to get some for themselves. I hope so. I think
the Vittoria Platoon o f 1954 might have managed
something!
And so, after an interval o f forty six years, Vittoria
became a reality: n o longer a name painted on a
wooden board over a w i n g o f Canterbury's N e w
Infantry Barracks. In a modest way we were proud to
be members of Vittoria Platoon, but how much prouder
should we all be o f the exploits o f our predecessors
who, in engagements such as Vittoria, contributed so
much to the rich history of the regiment.
John Barrel'
17 May 2002
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MAIDSTONE 2002
The annual Reunion and Service of Remembrance in

After t h e service members a n d t h e i r families

Maidstone, the ancestral home o f The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment, w h i c h was held o n
September 8th, which so happened to be Sevastopol
Day, the Regimental Day. The weather, once again,
tried its best t o soak everyone, but as the parade
formed up in Brenchley Gardens it cleared.

adjourned t o t h e K e n t H a l l f o r the usual. v e r y
welcome, pint and lunch followed by the Standard
Bearers competition which this year was won by Joe
Correa of London Branch.
The Invicta Band, under the direction o f Arthur
Healey MBE, put on, as always, a terrific show and
entertained us with a wide selection o f music which

The short service at the Regimental Memorial was
followed by the laying o f wreaths and the minutes
silence•The march from Brenchley Gardens through
the city to A l l Saints Church was conducted under
difficult conditions with a very slow marching pace
set by the pipe band. The Service o f Remembrance
was extremely moving with a 'note perfect' Last Post
and Reveille played by Kevin Bradley.

added tremendously to a really great atmosphere.
During the afternoon a special presentation was made
to Jane Staines, aged 20, who had just undertaken a
sponsored parachute jump, with the Spitfire Tigers, in
aid of Regimental Association funds. Jane had raised
over £600 and sponsorship monies are still coming in.
It was a memorable day, one where the family spirit of
a fine regiment was very much in evidence.

The address was given by Reverend D. (Tug) Wilson,
an ex West Kent. and the service concluded with the
Regimental C o l l e c t s r e a d b y C o l o n e l C r i s p i n
Champion, our President.

The march from Brenchley Gardens to the church. Second from the left, the erect figure of Peter Goodwin.
Peter served from 1938 to 1946 in 4th Battalion The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regt and was a veteran
of Dunkirk, El Alamein and Kohima. Peter, a member of Sittingbourne Branch for many years, has recently
moved to Ireland. His regular attendances at Branch meetings will be much missed but it is hoped to see him
at the Maidstone Reunion next year. Good luck Peter from all of us.
29

December 2002

Band of Brothers
George Healey w i t h Ron Healey, who won the M M and a
MiD in Malaya and A r t h u r Healey MBE who is now the
Musical Director of the Invicta Band. The fourth brother,
Tim could not make it to Maidstone. All four served
together in the 1st Bn. ()ORWK's in Malaya, possibly a
world record.
llit;i

- 11111

The winner of the Standard Bearers
competition, Joe Correa of
London Branch

Jayne Staines, in tandem with Sgt. Roily Coleman of the Spitfire
Tigers, on her way back down to earth with o u r Association over
£600 the richer.
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Jayne pictured here holding a c r y s t a l
vase, donated b y Henry Delo and John
Ferneyhough, w h i c h h a d j u s t b e e n
presented to her by Colonel Champion
as a mark of our appreciation o f a very
brave young lady.

A
Sid Watler, e x 6 t h B n ( ) O R W K w i t h Sue
Dodson. Sue, the widow of the much missed
Ken Dodson a n d daughter o f C o l W V
Palmer who commanded the 2nd Bn. in 1936.

"Bedding I n " again
Major John Norton with two members of his mortar
crew from Malaya, Chris Mann and 'Tommy' Atkins.

Sid served with Sue's twin brothers, Ronald
and John. John was killed at Green H i l l i n
Tunisia in Nov. 1942

On the right is Ken York who also served in the 1st
Battalion in Malaya

ti
PAST AND PRESENT
The picture at left shows In-Pensioners Sgt Atkins, Sgt. Healey M M & Sgt.
Balcombe
On the right is CSM (W011) Dave Rudman, 1 PWRR the Parade Marshall
at Maidstone
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HALF A CENTURY ON
AIMS
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the WO's and Sgt's
Mess f o r a d r i n k
and a reunion meal.
Paadeburg Platoon
Depot The Buffs 1952
Back Row centre: Dick Ovenden, 2nd from right, Roy ' M i l t .
3rd Row: 3rd from left, Clive McGrath.
2nd Row: 2nd from left, Sid Solly, 2nd from right, Johnny Hewitt.

They h a d a n
excellent d a y a n d
look forward to the
next g e t together
but they won't wait
50 years this time.

On October 16th 1952 a t Howe
Barracks, Canterbury, an intake o f
new recruits w a s f o r m e d i n t o
platoons, o n e o f w h i c h w a s
Paadeburg Platoon. Six members of
that platoon are still in contact and
hold regular get togethers. they are
Derek Mills, Clive McGrath, Sid
Solly, John Hewitt, Roy Munt and
Dick Ovenden
After training they were redrafted
to another regiment i n the Home
Counties Brigade, T h e Queen's,
and despatched t o l s e l o h n i n
Germany. Their stay in the land of
bratwurst and lager was to be but a
short 9 months after which i t was
back to the UK, to Maidstone and
from t h e r e aboard t h e E m p i r e
Clyde bound f o r Singapore and
Selarang B a r r a c k s . P r i o r t o
discharge, nine months later, it was
back to Canterbury f o r their final
few weeks i n the army. Their 2
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Derek Mills, Clive McGrath, Sid Solly, John Hewitt, Roy Munt and
Dick Ovenden

(Many thanks to Dick Ovenden for this article and for
the photographs. The Editor)
2

CALL UP AND CONSEQUENCES
A CHRONICLE OF ONE MAN'S WAR 1939-1946
By 6346153 Ex. Sgt. Martin B. C.
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment
(The stop over at Cape Town, where the hospitality of
the people was so outstanding was but a brief
interlude for Bernard and the 5th Battalion The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regt. They had sailed
from Liverpool on board the Orantes in company with
the 4th Battalion on board the Laconia. I t was in
Capetown that it became clear that the destination of
both battalions was Egypt and the Western Desert
beyond. Bernard now continues his story.)

having been told the bad news we now set about
training to withstand the rigours of Desert Warfare.
The contrasting extremes of temperatures, with the
intense heat of the days and bitter cold of the nights
took some getting used to. At sun-up a great red ball
would appear, and, as it rose the steam came off the
ground for yet another scorching day. My mid-day the
bright sun played tricks with eyesight. Mirages were
common, sighting o f weapons difficult i f not
impossible. Lack of water was, to most of us, very
problematic and learning to exist on a pint a day took
some time to adjust to. Navigation required new
techniques, with no trees or natural landmarks drivers
had to learn to use a sun compass.

All of us were sorry to leave Cape Town, we had been
wined and dined, taken on picnics and sight seeing
tours but finally i t was time to re-board our ships
again. I t was very difficult to adapt back into the
routine of a troop ship but we were all anxious to learn
of our final destination.

You learnt to keep your head covered and to move
slowly, handkerchiefs were used as chokers to soak up
the ever present respiration and shorts were turned up
to prevent chaffing. Toilet facilities, in weapon pits,
were, of course, non existent. Old tins were used to
urinate in and you never asked anyone where they
were going after dark with a shovel. Hair was cut
short, steel helmets were unbearably hot to wear but
very necessary. And of course there were the flies,
vicious and constantly annoying and about twice the
size of an English bluebottle, with a liking for eyes,
nose, mouths, open sores and wounds.

We sailed out of Capetown, past the tideway, without
incident. We were all certain that we heading either
for India or Egypt. Well our curiosity was soon
satisfied when a tannoy announcement told us that
Tobruk had fallen and Rommel was heading at a rate
of knots for Alexandria. So it was no surprise when it
was confirmed that we were heading f o r Egypt
although it is now know that, originally, we were
destined for India.
We docked at Suez and were taken off the boat by
tenders and then bussed to Khatatba Camp where I
saw my first Egyptian soldier, asleep against his
sentry box, and he had "two lovely black eyes" which
turned out to be flies, "Ugh".

This then was life in the desert but we gradually learnt
to adapt to everything and became "Desert Rats",
ready for anything the Germans could throw at us,
comforted in the knowledge that it was just as bad for
them as it was for us.

By now the rumours of topees, khaki drill and sand
coloured paint had come true and we were in the land
of the Pharaohs. I t must be said that from our
experience with the BEF in France, when we knew
little of what was going on it was gratifying to know
that the policy now was to ensure that all ranks knew
where they were, what was happening and how the
battles were going. The latest news was that Rommel,
and his Panzer Army, had made a major attack
towards Alexandria, where he had hoped for support
from King Farouk. After a bitter conflict, back and
forth, he had finally been held on a line from El
Alamein, on the coast, to the so called "impassable"
Quattara Depression.

We moved up to the New Zealand defence area or
"Box", at Alam Mayil, where we dug in, or to be more
correct "blasted in" with the help from the RE's. It
would have been impossible t o get through the
bedrock without their help, and soon our defences
were complete. Night patrols were sent out, some
fighting, some f o r recce purposes. I w i l l always
remember my first one, a recce patrol, i t was so
creepy, moving around in the pitch black desert, not
knowing if the enemy was also out on the prowl. As
we laid up in a shallow wadi we heard a German
patrol pass, literally, within feet of us. I know I had the
33
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feeling that they must be able to hear us breathe.
Luckily the passed on their way in to the night.. Of all
the tasks we had to perform it was generally agreed
that Forward patrols were the worst. On one such
patrol we came across a derelict tank and, contrary to
standing orders, decided to search it for souvenirs or
anything useful. In so doing one of our lads dropped
the drivers hatch cover with an almighty clang. All
hell broke loose, star shells, HE shells, mortar bombs,
rifle and machine gun fire, thick an heavy enveloped
the area. We had to lay, as best we could, until the
"Flak" stopped. It showed us just how far sound can
travel at night in the desert. Voices i n particular
seemed to travel, especially on a very still night. The
German and Italian troops were particularly noisy
especially at meal times and from far away we could
hear them nattering and banging mess tins.
We gradually got used to battle noise but the enemy's
weapons were very fearsome to hear and, at night, to
see. The German 88mm, with its green tracer, and
deafening high explosive shell, the ME34 machine
gun, firing 25 round bursts with coloured tracer
described delicate arcs in the night sky towards us and
the multi barrelled mortar " The Minenwerfer" with
its delivery of bombs over a large area. We always felt
that our own weapons were inferior.
Anyway having sampled our first taste o f enemy
bombardment we were detailed to take over the New
Zealand "Box". The takeover was completed a t
midnight and purely by coincidence the enemy opened
up with a steady artillery and mortar bombardment.
Luckily despite the fact that most of the shells landed
on solid bedrock, casualties were light. It was at that
time that Czech and Polish prisoners working i n
ammunition factories i n Germany had started a
campaign of sabotage and quite a few of the shells
failed to explode. One skidded to a halt just a few feet
from my weapon pit and our resident RE corporal,
called to defuse it, was pleased to tell us that it was
filled with sand and sawdust..
It was apparent from the size of the bombardment that
an attempt was going to be made by the Germans to
breakthrough. In fact they did try and despite initial
success were eventually stopped and turned back, just
as Monty had said would happen.
Soon after our battalion was moved to the Mumassib
area where, once again, our arrival was greeted with
all hell breaking loose. We were forced to make a
December 2002

3

4

strategic withdrawal, which was successful, but at a
cost of many casualties, including senior officers one
of which was our Company Commander who was
wounded and our CSM who was killed.
The Brigade was then withdrawn to the rear echelon
for a rest and re grouping although we were still
within range of the enemy's guns. The Brigade Padre
insisted on a drum head service which was held in the
area where stores o f petrol and ammunition were
kept!
The service was rudely interrupted by a flock o f
Stukas w h o managed to miss the ammunition and
petrol but hit a store of corned beef. being rained on
by corned beef was a new experience. Luckily there
were no casualties, but there were more than a few
grumbles about holding such a service so close to the
line.
After a short rest the Brigade returned to the front in
the area of Ruweisat Ridge and later to the southern
end of the El Alamein line. Here our neighbours were
a Greek Brigade with those colourful troops the
"Evzomes". During the second week of October we
were told that preparations would begin for our
proposed break-out from the El Alamein line. Guns
and equipment were moved up at night to prepared
positions. Diversions were the order of the day and
troops and tanks were moved from position t o
position while "tank noises" were loudly played at
night over tannoy speakers in other areas. This created
a massive confusion and drew the enemy's attention
away from the proposed start line.
Then came that memorable day, 23rd October 1942,
when the biggest barrage of the war to date opened up
along the whole front, and, although we were i n
reserve, the ground shook and the night sky was
ablaze with the gun flashes. After the barrage, as dawn
approached, the move forward began with the added
noise of hundreds and hundreds o f tanks augering
well for a triumphant breakout. As the day progressed
the sight of thousands of prisoners nearly all Italian
was indeed a tonic although we did feel some
sympathy for the Italians who had been "thrown to the
wolves" by the German Army who did not occupy the
forward positions, consequently o n l y a small
proportion of the prisoners were German. Their time
would come later.
to be continued.

THE LAST POST
Charles Henry Thomas Garner
(Lt. 5th Battalion The Buffs)

Force from which he retired as a Captain having
served with the Cadets for 21 years. He was appointed
by the War Office as an honorary Captain o f the
Queen's Regiment and in the New Year Honours list
of 1972 was awarded the meritorious certificate.

Charles Garner d i e d o n 2 8 t h
February 2002. He joined up in
January 1 9 4 0 a n d s e r v e d
throughout the war with the 5th
Battalion. He saw active service

A member o f Ramsgate Branch o f the Regimental
Association, he rarely missed a meeting. A t Ron's
funeral T h e Reverend E r i c P o w e s a i d : " R o n ,
throughout his life, exhibited the qualities essential to
a soldier of any rank - courage, loyalty, self discipline
and above all comradeship with compassion".

in North Africa, Sicily and Italy
where h e w a s wounded a n d
awarded a M e n t i o n i n
Despatches. R e t u r n i n g t o
England, after recovering from his wounds, he was
posted to the Regimental Depot in Canterbury for the
duration of the war.

We w i l l miss him very much and send our sincere
condolences to his wife, Sylvia.
Ted Clarke

(Charles's widow, Helen, kindly provided the above
obituary to whom we send our sincere condolences.)
Major Ole Lippmann OBE
Ronald Henry Tye

Ole Lippmann, who has died
aged 86, was a leading figure
in the Danish Resistance, and
a key figure in enabling 6,000
Jews to escape to Sweden; he
was a l s o responsible f o r
persuading the RAF to bomb
the Gestapo headquarters i n
Copenhagen w h e n t h e
Germans were on the point of
arresting members o f t h e
Freedom Council, which was
leading the Resistance.

Ron T y e passed away,
suddenly, on 1st October
2002. A f t e r l e a v i n g
school in 1933, Ron began
his career i n a n Estate
Agent's office but in 1936
started h i s l o n g
association w i t h L o c a l
government working as a
clerk w i t h New Romney
Borough C o u n c i l . I n
March 1 9 3 8 h e j o i n e d t h e P u b l i c Assistance
Department of Kent County Council where he served
as Relief Officer o f the Board o f Guardians. I n

In an operation that was one of the RAF's outstanding
low-level pin-point attacks, de Havilland Mosquitoes
hurtled over the roof-tops o f the Danish capital on
March 21st 1945, until they spotted a building known
to be used as a brothel by German occupying forces.

October 1939 Ron joined The Buffs but later, in 1941,
was transferred to The Royal Hampshire Regt. From
1943 h e served i n Field Marshall Montgomery's
headquarters i n England and i n Europe after the
Normandy invasion. Discharged i n 1946 and h e
returned to work in Local Government. I n 1948 he

Almost next door was Shell House, which had been
requisitioned b y t h e Gestapo. T h e Mosquitoes
attacked i t - killing some 100 Germans and eighth
resistance members; a further 18 escaped.

transferred to the health department o f K.C.C. and
was promoted to Assistant District Officer and later to
Mental Welfare Officer. I n 1976 he was appointed
Registration and Support Officer when , because o f
the great number of unregistered homes in the area,
his work began on registering and raising standards of
these establishments.

Although the operation was hailed a great success,
Lippmann was greatly saddened by an unhappy lowlevel misjudgment by wing Commander K A Kleboe,
leader of 21 Squadron, in which he hit a bridge and
crashed into a school. Unfortunately, some o f the
following pilots mistook the scene of fire and smoke

From 1952 until 1972 Ron served in the T & A V R as
an officer and was seconded into the A r m y Cadet
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for the target, and bombed it so accurately that they
killed 88 children and 13 adults.
Lippmann later said i t was "terrible" to make the
decision to have the Gestapo headquarters bombed
because h e knew that there would be civilian
casualties, but concluded that ordering the raid had
been the right decision. Lippmann was present on
August 18th 1945, when the RAF presented a cheque
for E20,000 designed to help Danes who had been
injured in this and similar attacks.
Lippmann was the last surviving senior figure from the
wartime Freedom Council, which had been established
to sabotage railways, bridges, factories, as well as oil
and military installations. When he came t o the
attention of Special Operations Executive's Danish
section i n London, Lippmann's leadership and
organisational qualities were immediately recognised,
and he was smuggled out of Denmark and brought to
London, by way of Sweden.
He was commissioned into The Buffs and promoted
major, but such was his reputation at SOE's Baker
Street headquarters that he was regarded as the ideal
figure to replace Muus, the Danish Resistance chief,
who had fallen into disfavour.
In January 1945 SOE's leaders felt sufficiently
confident to back Lippmann. He returned to Denmark
with the title of chief organiser, responsible - in SOE's
phraseology- for "discipline and all matters of policy".
This slightly odd job description had been devised in
order to placate regional leaders who liked to feel that
they had total control over their own fiefdoms.
Lippmann's London brief did little t o ease his
situation, however, when he arrived back in Denmark
and found himself in immediate conflict with his
masters in Baker Street.
Lippmann reported that, in his absence, there were
"intrigues, rumours, nonsense and rubbish against
everything and everyone. You London, have lost
ground to a very great degree and are not so legendary
as in the good old days..."
He sought t o explain that the infant resistance
movement of the early days of the war, which SOE had
struggled t o help build up, was now a healthy adult,
but in need of guidance if it was to give maximum help
to the Allies. A strong lead was essential.
Baker Street did not take kindly to this advice, nor to
Lippmann's o t h e r f r e q u e n t admonishmentsDecember 2002
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particularly his criticism of the handling of the three
Jutland regions. He was told that while his frankness
was appreciated, SOE deprecated his tone. Not for the
last time, Lippmann was also accused of being too
impulsive, and told that London did not reach
conclusions without having carefully analysed and
taken account of the overall situation.
After the war, however, London finally acknowledged
that Lippmann had been right all along, and that it
should h a v e accepted h i s recommendations,
particularly over the handling o f Resistance i n
Denmark.
Ole Lippmann was born in Copenhagen on April 25th
1916, and educated at the Niels Brocks Commercial
College, before joining Simonsen and Weels, a
surgical equipment business.
His parents were relatively well off, and the young
Lippmann was able to broaden his experience and
outlook by travelling extensively in Britain, America
and the Soviet Union - where he acquired an early and
lasting distaste for Communism.
After demobilisation from the British Army and
standing down from his responsibilities with SOE,
Lippmann returned to Simonsen's where he became
managing director i n 1951, remaining until his
retirement in 1982. He was also involved in other
commercial ventures, becoming a highly regarded
figure in Danish industrial circles. At the time of the
Hungarian uprising i n 1956, Lippmann used the
facilities o f his medical business t o mount an
"ambulance expedition" to Budapest.
Over the years, Lippmann remained associated with
resistance organisations and veterans, and devoted
himself to the welfare of members and their families.
He often visited London, where he invariably stayed at
the Special Forces Club, o f which he was a vicepresident. T h e r e h e helped t o m a k e m a n y
improvements, and raised large sums o f money in
Denmark to build a splendid library and to furnish a
Danish room.
He married, in 1942, Bjorn Nielsen; they had three
children. He was appointed OBE in 1945.
(The above obituary was first published in The Daily
Telegraph on Friday 6th September 2002)

Maurice "Shep" Sheppard

to achieve "outstanding" grades, a n achievement
which underlines just how professional Ted was.

Maurice Sheppard died after a short illness on 15th
April 2002. Maurice was born in the room above his
father's corn and seed shop in New Street, Herne Bay
- the place where two of his own children were later
born. O n leaving school at 14 the young Maurice
became an errand boy for his father later working his
way up to become manager. Maurice met his wife to
be, Dorothy, and they had two years together after
their wedding at St. Mary's Church. Hillingborough.
When their son was six months old, Maurice joined
the army. He served with 2nd Battalion The Buffs at
El Alamein and in the desert as part of the 8th Army
and then went with the Battalion to join the 14th Army
in India and then on to Burma where he was wounded.

Ted met his w i f e Dorothy a t a dance i n Belfast
University. S h e w a s a perfect partner f o r h i m ,
supportive in every way, modest and self effacing - a
gentlewoman in every sense o f the word. Dorothy's
death earlier this year was a terrible blow to Ted, one
which he never came to terms with. Te d loved his
family and was intensely proud o f his children and
grandchildren a n d t h e y w e r e constantly i n h i s
thoughts.
Ted's memory f o r places, faces and events was
phenomenal. No matter where his band travelled in
the UK Ted would have been there before and knew of
a good pub just round the corner, where he invariably
knew someone o r c o u l d remember a l o c a l o f

He was shipped back to England to convalesce. In
1946 he returned to Herne Bay and joined the building
trade as a bricklayer, a job he maintained until his
retirement.

yesteryear.

Recently Maurice a n d Dorothy celebrated t h e i r
Diamond Anniversary.

Edward Thomas Frederick Clark MBE
Ted Clark was born on 1 '2th January 1920 in Cwm,
Gwent, South Wales. After leaving school at 12, Ted,
like so many o f his country men, went down the
mines. At the age of 15 he enlisted in the Army as a
boy musician and in his long and distinguished career
served i n no less than 7 different regiments - 3rd
Battalion The Monmouthshire Regt. The Recce Corps
of 53rd Division, The Queen's West Surrey Regiment,
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, the
Royal Sussex Regiment, 4th Battalion The Buffs (TA)
and 5th Battalion The Queen's Regiment. When ever
Ted's name was mentioned, the word music soon
followed for he was a most talented musician. He first

Ted also had an extended family, his band, who he
referred to his "Boyos" in whom he inspired loyalty
and to whom he was loyal in return.
Ted could be a hard task master but he was good
humoured, popular and very generous. H e always
knew how to get the best out of people and had a great
influence on many lives.

played in his grandfather's brass band and in his early
teens became a professional trumpet player and
started to play with dance bands. I n his day, when
military duties allowed, Ted played with most of the
top dance bands o f the day. Like all Welshmen Ted
loved to sing and he was very good too. H e was
usually the male vocalist with his bands and later he
sang many duets with his wife, Dorothy.

It was a privilege to have known him and have served
with him, the world will not seem the same again
without Ted.
PB

Under his direction, as the Bandmaster, the band o f
5th Battalion The Queen's Regiment became the first
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THE INVICTA CONCERT BAND
The Invicta Concert Band was formed i n 1983 and

Baker & John Dawson. Clarinets: Jenny Elgood,
Kate Robinson, S h e i l a Pressnell, S u e Yardley,
Maurice Carmody, Sue Thistleswaite, Chris Spillett,
Anne Varley, David Coppendale, James Gunn &
Andrew Claridge. F r e n c h H o r n s : H u g h C l a r k ,
Jimmy Doyle, & Bernard Waring. Basses: A n d y
Irons, I a n Yardley, Peter Jordan & B o b Merritt.
Trumpets: Tony Watson, Peter Bryan, Angela Cherry,
Ray Jones, Rick Guild, Eddie Goodwin & Matthew
Clark. Percussion: Kevin Sharman, Bob Spoore &
Royston Hunt.

shortly afterwards Te d Clarke, whose obituary i s
featured i n "The Last Post", became the Musical
Director and remained so until early 2001. A concert
band, i t comprises three classes o f instruments woodwind, brass and percussion - the same as a
military band. Currently t h e band has a steady
membership of around thirty musicians, drawn mainly
from the Canterbury, Herne Bay and Whitsable areas.
Most are very keen amateurs but there is a seasoning
of ex-military bandsmen which adds a professional
and " m a t u r e " touch. A v e r y h i g h standard o f
performance is maintained.

Although t h e band i s s e l f supporting t h e e v e r
increasing costs have to be met. To that end the band
has a -Friends o f The Band Association- which

The current Musical Director is Arthur Healey who
served i n t h e Queen's O w n R o y a l We s t K e n t
Regiment, joining as a b o y soldier in 1951. He was
appointed Bandmaster of The Loyal Regiment (North
Lancashire) in 1969 and subsequently of 2nd Bit. The
Royal Irish Rangers. On retirement he took over the
Hythe Town Concert Band. Arthur was awarded the
MBE by the Queen in 1997.

encourages members o f the public to support them.
The cost o f annual membership i s j u s t £ 5 a n d
"Friends" of the band receive regular newsletters and
concessions at concerts. I f you would like to become
a "Friend- then please contact A r t h u r Healey on
01227 831532.
Practice is held every Tuesday from 7.30 pm to 9.30
pm at the T A Centre, Leros Barracks, on the Sturry
Road, Canterbury and i f any o f our readers play an
instrument and would like to "make music" with the

The current make up of the band is:- Flutes: Kirstin
Ventham, Keith Bird, Wendy Oliver, Ricky Ware, Liz
Tootell & Christine Chappell. S a x o p h o n e s : P a u l
Valentine, John Bayes, Brian Luck, Linda Buckley,
Martin Broad & Reg Brown. Trombones: Owen
James, George Croxford, Michael Ventham & Jenny
Long. Oboe: Peter Brice, Hannah Chaplin & Helen
Smith. Bassoon: Becky Parker. Euphonium: Richard

band then please phone Arthur on the number given
above. The Invicta Band has always supported our
Association very w e l l indeed and w e wish them
continued success in the future.

The Invicta Band playing at the Maidstone Reunion
December 2002
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WEMYSS BARRACKS
(In last December's issue of the Journal, a letter from
Ken Page was published i n which he asked for
information on Wemyss Barracks. I know it has taken
a year Ken but you were not forgotten. My thanks to
John Barrel' for this article. The Editor)

accommodated above, a feature still clearly visible at
the end of its life. I t was logical at the time to give
priority to mounted troops. The cavalry was, in those
days, the preferred force for civil order duties and
rapid deployment in the event o f disturbance was
easier with men and horses billeted i n a single
barracks.

In February 1793, four years after the beginning of the
French Revolution, England and France were again at
war, a conflict that was to last for twenty three years
and f o r c e t h e government t o mobilize a n
unprecedented number of its citizens and create an
army large enough to see off a French invasion. I n
order to keep this army enthusiastic, healthy and
reasonably close to the south coast, the British State
was forced to abandon its reliance on the billeting
system b u t provide instead p r o p e r barrack
accommodation for its enlarged army. N o t that the
authorities were becoming soft, for the reason was
simpler than that. Billets were becoming impossible
to find and innkeepers, normally the reluctant
landlords of the soldiery, could no longer cope with
the numbers involved. Deciding that enough was
enough they removed their signs to disguise their true
nature f r o m t h e commissariat a n d petitioned
parliament for the building of barracks.

The first occupants o f Baldockls Cavalry Barracks
were the 17th Lancers, who were to return many times
during the ensuing years. They were followed by the
16th Lancers, who subsequently were to develop a
strong association with the city of Canterbury, and the
story o f their arrival is typical o f those times. I n
December 1800, following twenty four years service
in India, the 16th arrived at Gravesend. Transferring
ships they eventually disembarked at Herne Bay from
where the regiment, including families, marched to
Canterbury and the still new barracks.
Over the following half century, regarded by military
historians as the 'Long Sleep', Dragoons succeeded
Hussars who were relieved by Lancers as the barracks
became established as a major home for the cavalry.
Eventually it became a Cavalry Depot and regiments
proceeding overseas sent their Depot Troop t o
Canterbury.

In June the same year a Barrack Master General's
Department was established to co-ordinate building
projects around the country and in 1794 it authorised
a barracks to be built in Canterbury. This decision
attracted the attention of William Baldock, a local
trader, who set about building the barracks as a private
venture - a common arrangement at the time - on
ground purchased from Sir Edward Hales. Baldock
completed the building in 1798 and promptly leased it
to the government at 6d per week per soldier!

The barracks were very aative during the Crimea War.
The Duke of Cambridge regularly inspected regiments
destined for the theatre whilst Lord Cardigan, who
returned a hero after leading the Light Brigade at
Balaclava, was also a frequent visitor. Whilst in the
Crimea Cardigan, a controversial and immensely rich
individual, (he travelled to the Crimea in his own
yacht), ordered a lavish dinner night at which only
champagne would be drunk! Glancing down the
table, halfway through the meal, he spotted an officer
with a black bottle in front of him. Becoming what
today would be described as 'ballistic' the enraged
Cardigan ordered the hapless officer from the mess.
According to one version the offending bottle was a
bottle of Moselle, whilst another puts it as a bottle of
porter from the Cavalry Barracks at Canterbury! The
cavalry prefer the Moselle account but readers can
take their choice.

Baldock, according to contemporary accounts, was
originally a poor boy "...employed to look after cows
and remarkable for dirtiness and slovenliness" (and
how many others were to be so described over the
years?) who became a hod carrier for a bricklayer. A t
length "...by dint of industry and parsimony and some
(unspecified!) assistance..." he amassed sufficient
money to build the barracks at Canterbury". He died
in his sixties, soon after the barracks were completed,
with a personal fortune of EH million!

Fresh activity followed in 1857 as twelve hundred
reinforcements, cavalry and infantry, were despatched
from Canterbury to India to help quell the Sepoy

The barracks were built to a standard design for use by
cavalry with horses stabled below and soldiers
39
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Mutiny. A f t e r that the routine life of home service
became the order of the day as the Cavalry depot band
busied itself with "...concerts at Dane John..." and a
"...spectacular military fete a t S t Lawrence i n
September 1859." Things did hot up, though, with a
major fire at the barracks in 1865 and the following
year they were extended.
For the latter part of the nineteenth century the Lancer
regiments dominated the occupancy o f the cavalry
barracks. T h e 5th, 16th, 17th and 21st all enjoyed
lengthy stays with the 16th eventually marking their
city association w i t h memorials i n Canterbury
Cathedral. The strong cavalry connection continued
during the Great War and in March 1919 the Dean of
Canterbury welcomed the 5th Lancers on their return
to the barracks "...in which distinguished cavalry
regiments have so often been stationed." Both 16th
and 5th Lancers (later to amalgamate and become
16/5th Lancers) enjoyed a triumphant return to the
city with a service of thanksgiving in the cathedral.
The cavalry continued its stay until the beginning of
WWII when the barracks became an Infantry Training
Centre (ITC) for the duration of the war.
Immediately after the war, and the disbandment of the
ITC, Cavalry Barracks was occupied by a unit of
Royal Signals and it was in 1948, during their stay,
that the name changed to Wemyss Barracks after Sir
Henry Wemyss, a former Chief Signaller. The Royal
Signals departed in the early 1950's to be succeeded
by the much unloved Home Counties Brigade Depot.
Ten years later that depot moved 'up the hill to Howe
Barracks with the closure of Depot, The Buffs on the
amalgamation with the Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment and for probably the first time in its 150
years Cavalry/Wemyss Barracks fell silent.
Meanwhile the neighbouring Old Infantry Barracks,
co-located with Cavalry Barracks at the end o f
Military Road, had been built in the late nineteenth
century when, initially, it served as an infantry depot.
In 1873, as one of the Cardwell reforms, the custom of
attaching depot companies to each regular battalion
was to cease. Battalions were paired for purposes of
enlistment and their depot companies amalgamated
into a single depot, located in county towns. Thus in
1874 1 Buffs and 2 Buffs depot companies were
amalgamated and established i n the Old Infantry
Barracks. However they did not enjoy exclusive
occupancy but shared the barracks with the depot
companies of other regiments including, briefly, that
December 2002
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of the 50th as well as a succession o f infantry
battalions which, perhaps curiously, did not include 1
or 2 Buffs. I n 1905 Major Lynden-Bell became the
first CO of Depot, The Buffs in the form that many of
us today would recognise.
After WWII, and the move of Depot, The Buffs to
Howe Barracks i n the early 1950's, Old Infantry
Barracks served as a Regimental Pay Office until it,
too, succumbed to the desolation that had befallen its
neighbour, Wemyss. F a s t becoming derelict both
Wemyss and Old Infantry Barracks were quietly sold
to developers in 1968, thereby bringing down the final
curtain on a century and a half of service to sovereign
and country.
Today, of the former Old Infantry Barracks, nothing
remains but parts of Wemyss Barracks still survive.
At the end o f Military Road, opposite the former
Garrison Church, can be seen part of the old perimeter
wall and Wemyss House (almost certainly the old
officers mess) now made over to flats. The northern
end of Wemyss was retained and now serves as a TA
Centre and the home of 3 PWRR. Although but a
fragment o f the former barracks they serve as a
reminder to those old enough to recall the 'Wemyss
experience.'
John Barrell
Leicester
August 2002

JOURNAL
SUBSCRIPTIONS:
Should your subscription be due in the next few
months can you please try to ensure that i t
reaches me by 1st April 2003. Administratively
it will help enormously if subscriptions come in
either in April or September depending on when
they are due.
Please send your subscription to The Editor,
Q0B's Journal, 5 4 South Eastern Road,
Ramsgate, Kent CTI1 9QE. If you want to know
when your subscription is due please call me on
01843 580914. Cheques should b e made
payable to "Queen's Own Buffs Regt Assoc."

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
2003
JAN 28 S I T T I N G B O U R N E

BRANCH AGM

FEB 15 S I T T I N G B O U R N E

BRANCH DINNER.

FEB 16

C O L C H E S T E R

BRANCH VALENTINES DANCE

FEB 27

C A N T E R B U R Y

BRANCH AGM.

MAR 16

C O L C H E S T E R

MAR 19

Q

APR 05

U

E

E

N

'

S

OWN BUFFS (PWRR) COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT.

R E G I M E N T A L

APR 12(TBC)

K O H I M A

B

APR 19

F O L K E S T O N E
Y

APR 24

R
H

Q

O

H

D

E

A Y

S

E
R

OF QUEEN MARGRETHE II COLONEL-IN-CHIEF.
AND HYTHE BRANCH DINNER

DAY 1915
DRAGON CLUB LUNCHEON.

W

K

REGIMENT - OFFICERS C L U B LUNCHEON

C A N T E R B U R Y

MAY 16-23
M AY 17

P
T

MAY 08
M AY 11

R T

ASSOCIATION AGM/DARTS SITTINGBOURNE.

REUNION DINNER - MAIDSTONE

APR 16

APR 23

I

BRANCH AGM

S A I L I N G

BRANCH VISIT TO YPRES

ISLE OF WIGHT

C A N T E R B U R Y

BRANCH DINNER (CANTERBURY GOLF CLUB)

M AY 17 (TBC) C O L C H E S T E R BRANCH ALBUHERA DINNER
JUN (DATE TBC) C O L C H E S T E R BRANCH BBQ WEEKEND
JUN (DATE TBC)

T R I P

TO DOULLENS

JUL 06

M

R

N

PARADE @ CEMETERY

JUL 20

B

M

PARADE

A
E

L

D
G

E
I

U
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JUL 30th to AUG 3rd C A N T E R B U R Y CRICKET WEEK
AUG 03 C A N T E R B U R Y REUNION
SEP 07

T

O

W

E

R

OF LONDON SERVICE -LONDON BUFFS.

SEP 08 S E V A S T O P O L DAY.
SEP 14 M A I D S T O N E .

REUNION

OCT ( TBC) C O L C H E S T E R BRANCH DAY TRIP TO FRANCE
NOV 01

D U N K I R K

NOV 09

M A I D S T O N E

NOV 06

F

I

E

L

D

CEMETERY FOR WREATH LAYING AND PARADE
REMEMBRANCE PARADE

OF REMEMBRANCE - ST MARGARET'S WESTMINSTER

NOV 09 R E M E M B R A N C E SUNDAY.
NOV 28 R E G I M E N T A L DINNER (PWRR OFFICERS CLUB) LONDON.
DEC 06 C O L C H E S T E R BRANCH XMAS BUFFET/DANCE.
DEC 07 (TBC) C A N T E R B U R Y BRANCH CAROL SERVICE - ST PAUL'S CHURCH.
DEC 10 S I T T I N G B O U R N E BRANCH CHRISTMAS PARTY.

2004
JAN 27 S I T T I N G B O U R N E BRANCH AGM.
APR 04 A S S O C I A T I O N AGM & DARTS COMPETITION (TBC).
MAY 07

R

W

K

OFFICERS' CLUB LUNCHEON (TBC).

AUG 02 C A N T E R B U R Y REUNION - (TBC).
SEP 06
SEP 13

T

O

W

E

R

OF LONDON SERVICE -LONDON BUFFS (TBC)

M A I D S T O N E

REUNION - (TBC).

SOME OF THE ABOVE DATES MAY BE SUBJECT TO ALTERATION. YOU ARE ADVISED
TO CONTACT THE RELEVANT SPONSORS TO CONFIRM PRIOR TO MAKING ANY
ARRANGEMENTS.
December 2002
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NOTICE BOARD
The search is on for:
6285581 James Albert Webster

campaign in the Aegean, where battalions from both
the Buffs and QORWK's fought.

Mr Webster, an ex Buff, was stationed at Pembroke
Dock, West Wales in 1939 before going to France with
the Expeditionary Force. H e was wounded and
returned to England and taken to Redhill Hospital in
Surrey.
I f any o f our readers can be o f assistance with any
in/or/nation whatsoever please contact Henry, Delo
(Canterbury Branch secretary) on 01227 765867.

Whilst there is a wealth o f academic work available
Major Kite is keen t o talk with any who actually
fought i n the battle o f Leros as i t w i l l give him a
greater insight into the battle.
If you can assist Major Kite please do so. He can be
contacted on 01793 740046 or by letter to 3 Talavera
Road, Chiseldon, Swindon, Wilts SN4 OJG

Information wanted.
Private Vic Milham
2nd Battalion The Buffs

Book Review
A n e w Regimental publication i s n o w available,
'Afghanistan-The T h r e e W a r s ' . I t traces t h e
participation of the forebears of The Princess of Wales's
Royal Regiment in the Afghan Wars of 1838-42, 187881 and 1919, as well as mentioning the near deployment
of the 2nd Battalion PWRR in December 2001.

Vic was killed on 15th M a y
1940 somewhere a l o n g t h e
Belgian/French border area. He
is buried i n Bailleul, France
near to Ypres. Vic enlisted on
7th January 1931 a n d served
with the 2nd Battalion, In 1933
he was sent to Burma and India
with the 1st Battalion. He left

The booklet is written by Lieutenant Colonel Patrick
Crowley w i t h a foreword b y Brigadier Richard
Holmes CBE T D JP. The cost o f the book is £7
inclusive o f P&P and a l l proceeds g o t o PWRR
Benevolent Fund.

the army before the war but was mobilized on 2nd
September 1939 and posted to the 2nd Battalion.
Can anyone fill in any details, o r did you know Vic.
This photograph may help.
Please contact the Editor if you can help.

Book Review
CURTAIN UP ON VIOLET! by Violet Pulverman.
Violet's story, full o f verve and humour, is that o f a
born raconteur(she still is, at the age of 94). It covers
her Victorian childhood, and her long and happy
marriage, 51 years, to Rupert Pulverman, an officer in
The Queens Own Royal West Kent Regt. Whenever
possible she accompanied him during his assignments
in World War 2. These included over 2 years in Malta,
when Rupert was the Commanding Officer o f 2nd
Battalion during the siege. Sadly there were many
separations so Violet devoted herself to caring f o r
their son, Tim, and undertaking voluntary work in
Durban and Johannesburg. In Cairo and Palestine she
and other wives formed a "Blue Pencil Revue" which

Information wanted
WO 1 Frederick Green
Simon Green has contacted us. He is eager to obtain
information o n h i s granddad (Frederick Green).
Frederick joined the Buffs as a drummer boy and
during the last was a POW in Austria. He left the
Buffs as a RSM In the 60's
Simon only knew his granddad for a short while until
his death a n d really wants t o f i n d s o m e more
information. If you can assist please contact the Editor
Need to contact:

led t o the Revue entertaining Australian and New
Zealand troops in the desert.

Researcher would l i k e t o contact veterans o f the
action on Leros, November 1943, for an article for this

This account i s f u l l o f humour, good cheer and
determination to keep going, longing for the eventual
reunion with her husband.

Journal and f o r a book. I f you were there please
contact John Mulholland Tel: 0114 266 1482 or email
mulholland.j @tiscali.co.uk.

An utterly charming book.

Leros is all the rage!
A student at the Joint Services Command and Staff

Curtain up on Violet is available from SMH Books,
Pear Tree Cottage, Watersfield, Pulborough, RH20
1NG at a special price of f l I including P&P.

College, Major Benedict D A Kite has written to say
that he is researching the lessons learnt from the 1943
43
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WRITE TO REPLY
Lt. Col W G R Ambrose
35 Well Road Otford,

Revd. Vernon Collins
PO Box 1242, Frankston
Victoria 3199. Australia

Sevenoaks, Kent TN 14 5PS
Tel: 01959 523782

( e/;./.;
(-/
_

Please find enclosed m y subscription. I a m
writing to say how much I enjoy The Journal
and that I am looking forward to the next issue.
On my visit to the U K last year I met Major
Dennis Bradley, Henry Delo and Bill Pinder of
London Branch, all made me so welcome and
my thanks to them for that. I was invited by
Henry t o "Turn t h e Page " i n the Warriors
Chapel. That was a very special time for me and
1was thrilled to take up the offer.
had a most happy and memorable visit, sadly
my films did not come out, but the memories
stay with me.
Yours sincerely
Vernon.

•

:

4

)
,,,,

Thank you f o r the last issue o f The Journal,
please find enclosed my subscription.
You may amused to hear that I got married on
16th March this year, the second time for both
of us. M y wife, Joyce, is the most wonderful
thing to happen in my life since my late wife
passed away. I have said to Joyce that I picked
two excellent winners in my two wives. I f they
were race horses & I were a racing man,
would be rich. Joyce said "splendid" they would
be called Billy's Fillies. On day whilst hanging
out the washing Joyce realised that anyone o f
the pavement nearby could see what was on the
line. She was most embarrassed as the garments
were Billy's Frilly's Frillies.
The standard o f The Journal i s absolutely
excellent.

(Editor's note: Vernon served with the Buffs from 1947
until 1952 on
a
stint in Hong Kong from 48-49.
After leaving the Army he Joined the Australian Army
retiring as a W02 in 1973. He was ordained into the
Anglican Church shortly afterwards. He is now retired
but keeps busy as Honorary Chaplain to The Guards
Association. Corps o f Conunissionaires, Royal naval
Association and to the Returned Services League o f
Australia. Great to hear from you Vernon, please keep
in touch)

Yours very sincerely
Bill Ambrose.
(Many thanks for your letter Bill, all o f us send our
heartiest congratulations to B O ' and his Filly, any
tips for the Derby next year?)

47 Oak Drive
Higham, Rochester
Kent ME3 7BD

Many thanks f o r printing m y letter in July's
issue asking f o r information on Cpl. Vale.
have now contacted him in person and I am
very grateful for your help in this matter.
Yours sincerely
Geoffrey Poole.
L t Col Ambrose (Billy) and Joyce (Filly)
at their wedding on 16th March 2002
December 2002
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FINAL WORD
I am sorry that this issue has been a shade delayed.
What with computer self destructing and other things
the deadline was difficult to attain. I find that this time

Solemn the drums thrill: Death august and royal
Sings sorrow up into immortal spheres,
There is music in the midst of desolation
Andgfory that shines upon our tears

of year is a mixture of emotions. Remembrance Day
with the pomp, ceremony and memories followed so
quickly by Christmas and a New Year with all o f the
promise that those two special days hold. This year is
no different, the battlefield of life has reaped more of
our comrades, o f mature years they may have been,
but they will be missed so much. Each o f us, in our
own way, responded to the 2 minutes silence at the
I I th hour o f the I I th day o f the I I th month. For
members o f Canterbury Branch and their comrades
from o t h e r Service Associations, e n r o u t e t o
Bournemouth f o r a -Turkey & Tinsel" break, the
appointed hour was marked in a rather unusual way.
The t w o coaches arrived a t Scratchwood Service

They went with sows to the battle, they were
young,
Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow,
They were staunch to the end against odic
uncounted:
They fell- with their faces to the foe.
They shaft" not grow a as we that are left grow

Station at approximately 10.15 hrs. The -trippers"
were asked to be back at their transport at 10.55 so
that they could pay their respects.

Age she not weary them nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning

We will remember them

At 11.00 hrs precisely they stood silently, each with
their own thoughts. The Exhortation was read b y
Harry Crooks and the Last Post and Reveille was
played by ex Drum Major Sammy Supple. At the end
of the ceremony it was realised that the little band had
been joined by well over 200 customers and staff from
the service station who wanted to pay their respects.
Scratchwood Service Station had not seen anything
like it before and may never see the like again. Well
done all of you.
In the April issue o f The Journal we paid tribute to
Douglas Roberts w h o h a d celebrated h i s 102nd
birthday on 14th January 2002. A picture of Douglas
was featured with the caption "Our last know survivor
of the Great War". A t this point I must impart some
sad news, Douglas passed away o n Monday 10th
December 2002, just one month short o f his 103rd
birthday. I f Douglas was, as we suspect, our last know
survivor then his passing signals the end of an era and
our last l i n k w i t h the terrible memories o f those
dreadful years o f suffering, gallantry and sacrifice
experienced b y our fathers and grandfathers and a
curtain on that dreadful historic period finally falls.

Douglas Roberts
14th January 1900 to December 10th 2002

As a tribute to Douglas, and all o f the others who
served in the Great War, a great many of whom did not
come home, the complete poem "For the Fallen" by
Laurence Binyon is printed:

Thanks for your support in 2002, have a great holiday.
The Editor
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