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EDITOR'S PAGE
Looking back over the past year the range o f
trips, organised by the social secretaries of the
branches, i s nothing less than impressive : Sandhurst RMA Passing out Parade rehearsal;
Trooping the Colour, Major General's Parade; Day
trips to Bolougne; National Arboretum; Rocket
Sites at St Omer; Royal Marine band concert at
the Albert Hall; Brick Lane Music Hall; London
Christmas Lights; Bateman, home of Rudyard
Kipling; Penshurst Place; Thames River trip and a
two day trip to the battlefields of Ypres; there are
other smaller ones as well.

his wife, Maria, from Austria where he now lives
to attend the Canterbury Reunion. George had
arranged, whilst in the UK for the reunion, to meet
with a comrade with whom he had served before
the war, Frederick Bolt. They had made contact
again after nearly 65 years through our regimental
association web site and had been corresponding
for the last few months. Sadly Fred died just a few
days before their long awaited reunion.
Last year w e said goodbye t o Bryan Bartlett
(Queen's O w n ) ; A f f e c t i o n a t e l y k n o w n a s
'Whiskers' he was an honorary Vice President
of the Association and Secretary of both London
QOWRK's and Bromley Branches and carried
their Branch standards for many years. Despite his
declining health, he would always attend funerals
in support of past comrades and their families no
matter where or how far he had to travel.

Add t o this list the normal branch meetings,
parades, lunches, dinners and socials and you
can see the Association is very much alive and
kicking and also why it attracts more and more
members each year. Well done the Branch Social
Secretaries and organisers and also those who
support these trips and events, keep it up.

He was a tireless supporter of our Association and
even after his passing his support is still felt- for in
his will Bryan left the Association E50,000.

2009 saw the 'Freedom Marches' take place in
the Home Counties. 1st Battalion The Princess of
Wales's Royal Regiment marched through 8 towns
and cities and what a well deserved welcome they
got. The front cover shows the parade through
Canterbury and there is a report in this issue with
some more photographs.

The Committee o f Management have decided
that this money should b e spent o n several
projects; a regimental engraved wooden bench
seat at the Warriors' Chapel with a suitable plaque
commemorating Bryan's life; a donation t o the
Queen's Own Museum for specific items and, as
he loved ceremonial, a donation to the Band of the
Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment to assist in
the purchase of much needed new uniforms.

Talking about photographs, if you are taking part in
any association or branch event then please send
in any pictures that you think may be of interest. If
you want them returned please enclose a stamped
addressed envelope and put your name on the
reverse of the photos.

I am sure Bryan would approve, addressing our
President with his usual greeting of "Dear Boy".

Many of the photos published in this issue were
taken by Lt. Col Barry Duffield a n d I am very
grateful to him. Space would not allow credit to be
given for each photo - many thanks Barry.

A very happy, healthy and prosperous New Year
to you all.
The Editor.

The t w o annual reunions, Canterbury a n d
Maidstone, followed the same format and once
again we were lucky with the weather. It was good
to see some veterans making an appearance at
the reunions again after many years, and some
for the first time.

My contact details are:
54 South Eastern Road,
Ramsgate, Kent CT11 9QE.
Tel: 01843 580914 (Please not after 8pm)
Email: peter@warner-white.com
Skype: peterw81863

Special mention must be made of George Joyce,
who at the age of 96 had made the long trip with
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BRANCH NEWS
RAMSGATE BRANCH

are preparing for a trip to London, shopping and to
see the Christmas lights.

SECRETARY: M. F. Milharn. 185 Bradstow Way
Broadstairs, Kent. CT10 1AX
MEETING PLACE: The Royal British Legion Club
Allenby House, 14/16 Cliff Street, Ramsgate
MEETING: 3rd Friday in the month, 19.45 hrs
Once again a very busy year, with all the usual
events plus trips out etc, but more about that later.
I regret to have to report the passing away of
two members of our branch since the last set of
notes, Wilf Beer who was our past secretary and
standard bearer and Bert Mullins an ex RAF man,
who had been on the sick list for some time.
Our sick parade over the last few months has
included, Deric King (our welfare secretary) Pete
Hayward, John Jane, Harry Pearce, Ron Hosier,
Dick Ovenden and Laurie Springett. Unfortunately
several of these are still unwell and we wish them
a speedy recovery. However we have one new
member in the branch, Barry Clark who served
with the Buffs has joined us, welcome Barry let us
hope you have a long stay.
Both the Canterbury and Maidstone reunions were
well attended considering the numbers who were
unwell. Good comments were given regarding the
catering on both occasions. The Tower of London
parade and service was once again very popular,
with people doing their own thing in the area of
the Tower after the ceremonies. A group from the
branch were able to attend the Major General's
Parade on Horse Guards a week before the actual
Trooping of the Colour, that was a great day and
our thanks to Graham Thomas for organising the
trip.
Graham has now got into his stride as the social
secretary, as well as arranging for people to attend
the above events, he has organised two visits to
the continent. The first was a day trip to Boulogne
and the next was to St Omer and included a visit
to La CapeIle. Judging by the comments within
the branch both were very popular. I t would
appear that sharing these events with Canterbury
branch works out very well and we can easily fill a
coach. A s I write this a group from both branches
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We have had two events at the North Foreland golf
club this year, the first in June was to celebrate,
although a little late, Albuhera Day, t h e second
was our annual dinner and dance, which was a
total success. Our guests that night were Colonel
Bishop and his wife and Major Bradley with his
wife. What a surprise it was for me to discover
that Dennis's wife was born in the same village
as myself and of course we compared all of our
memories. I am pleased to tell you I have been
able to book the golf club for both events again in
2010 and this time Albuhera night will be in May.
As for individuals in the branch, in May Bryan
Hazard w a s o n c e a g a i n a t t h e Albuhera
celebrations in Portugal where he always lays a
wreath on our behalf. Alan Buddle as usual paraded
our standard at the Festival of Remembrance held
at the Winter Gardens, Margate in late October. It
would be nice if one year we could parade a whole
group of our standards at this event.
On the personal front I was lucky enough to be
invited, along with the boss, to the Not Forgotten
Association Garden Party at Buckingham Palace
during July. Whilst there I spotted two other BUFFS
cap badges, but was unable to make contact
with them as we were in the line up to meet the
Duke of Kent. It was eye opening to see so many
young men with severe injuries who attended that
day, I felt almost a fraud with my minor problems
(deafness) compared with their injuries.

Malcolm & Doreen Milham in conversation with
HRH T h e D u k e o f K e n t a t t h e N o r Forgotten
Association G a r d e n P a r t y a t B u c k i n g h a m
Palace on 22nd July.

By the time you read this Christmas will be over,
so we all hope that you had a lovely time and that
all will go well for you and yours in the coming new
year.

members travelled to Ypres as usual, and after
leaving the luggage at the Novotel Hotel, we took
a guided tour with the local British Legion along
the City Ramparts, most interesting, although
quite a number of us wilted under the scorching
temperature (in the upper twenties). Following the
evening meal most of our party made their way to
the Menin Gate for the evening service, on this
occasion we attended on an individual basis and
not as a unit. There were so many Irish Veterans
there a s they were commemorating t h e part
that the Irish Division took in the battles around
Thiepval, they included a Drum and Flute Band.
The following day we made our way into France
to the massive Memorial at Thiepval where we
took part in a multi national service. Again very
high temperatures and brilliant sunshine. A most
moving service in English and French. A f t e r
lunch at the nearby Poppy Restaurant, we went
to the Irish Tower, the memorial to the men o f
the Irish Division, f o r another moving Service
of Remembrance, imagine my surprise when I
discovered that the tower was an exact replica of
the Tower on the Clandeboye Estate, in County
Down, Ireland where I did some of my initial Army
Training in 1947. I t was a dash back to Calais,
the journey was much longer than estimated and
we just about made the ferry.

MFM

SITTINGBOURNE BRANCH
SECRETARY: Mr. A Chesson. 16 Cedar Close,
Sittingbourne, ME10 4TV
MEETING PLACE: T h e Ypres Tavern, We s t
Street, Sittingbourne
MEETING: 1st Tuesday in the month at 19.30
hours.
Greetings from Sittingbourne Branch. The Branch
continues to thrive and we now have one new
member, Tom Jordan, who joined us in September,
and one old member, Wally Woollven, who has
rejoined the fold after a period of absence, Wally
is, of course, well known in the Association and
the 62 Club.
It is with great sadness that I have to report the
passing of two of our stalwarts, Bill Pledger and
Bernard Foulger. Bill, an old Buff, was one of those
captured at Dunkirk and spent several years as a
Prisoner of War, he was on the infamous march
across Germany & Poland in appalling conditions
and weather towards the end of the war. H e was
also, I understand, forced t o work in the coal
mines. Bernard, of course, was known to almost
everyone in the Association as the Padre of the
Branch and a man of the people, always willing to
help anyone and always on hand for all. A really
wonderful man. B o t h will be very sadly missed
and our hearts, thoughts and condolences go out
to Iris and her family and Jean and her family at
this sad time.

The Branch w a s w e l l represented a t b o t h
Homecoming Marches for the PWRR, with one
of our oldest members, Les Crouch, completing
both in his 91st year, incredible man! The service
at Canterbury w a s a s most know somewhat
shambolic when none of the veterans was issued
with a Service Sheet, and n o public address
system was available. There was, however, a little
bit of amusement when we were waiting to join
the march when a somewhat inebriated female
tried to chat up a member of the parade. She was
obviously well known to the local Police Officers
and was soon locked up behind the railings of a
nearby fenced in garden.

There is some good news, however, our President,
Colonel Peter Bishop, seems to have recovered
well after his health problem earlier in the year
and we wish him continued good health, (fancy
working in Scotland and unable to partake of the
local brew!). Anyway, all the best, Peter.

Finally discussions h a v e b e e n taking p l a c e
regarding the future of the Association after 2015,
as far as Sittingbourne Branch is concerned I feel
absolutely certain that it will continue for many
more years even if it has to go solo.
Best wishes to all members.

As mentioned in the last Journal our trip to the
Somme Ball had to be cancelled, but as usual
our Events Secretary, Paul Fleming, came up
with a brilliant solution. O n the appointed day

GD.

THE WEALD OF KENT BRANCH
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SECRETARY: Captain P M Gwilliam, 6 Fownes
Street, Battersea, London SW11 2 T J Tel: 020
3175 1090 E m a i l : micky.gwilliam@gmail.com
MEETING PLACE: The Royal British Legion Hall,
26 Priory Road, Tonbridge.
MEETING: A t 7pm on the second Tuesday o f
every other month starting in January
Your scribe writes these notes in the wake of an
excellent Branch Christmas Lunch held at the RBL
Tonbridge. Fortunately the new Steward was in
post, whose absence had sent us to an hotel last
year, and he and his team provided a traditional
meal to bring tears to the eyes of Dickens himself.
The second half o f our year started with the
Homecoming Parade in Tunbridge Wells on July
17th. Abler hands than mine will have described
the day. Suffice to say that it was an inspiring and,
I'm not ashamed to admit, an emotional day. All
who took part can only have been proud to march
with out successor Regiment, and to have shared
the honour shown to them by the townspeople of
Tunbridge Wells.
In September we visited the Imperial War Museum.
We had not been inside for an hour when the
alarm went off, and we all met outside the main
entrance. No-one admitted to being the culprit,
and so we accepted the excuse that the security
system was still having teething problems. One
member denied that he had been trying to reclaim
items he had 'found' on a tour of ERE.
The Branch and Standard were present at both
Reunions, and full details are given elsewhere.
Being based in the West we look particularly fondly
on the Maidstone event and hope to be parading
there for many years to come.
The B r a n c h w a s a g a i n represented a t
Remembrance events, with a good turnout on
Whitehall, and at Tonbridge.
Plans for 2010 are still in the melting pot, but will
include a visit to the RAF Museum Hendon, and
the Code-breakers of Bletchley Park.
The secretary is about to embark on his (electronic)
travels to round up those members who have yet
to swell the Treasurers coffers with their subs for
2010. When successful he hopes to report that
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the membership will start 2010 at 62. A significant
number.
MG

LONDON (BUFFS) BRANCH
SECRETARY: M r s . Betty Correa. 3 4 Homer
Road, Shirley, Croydon, S u r r e y C R O 7 S B .
Tel No. 0208 655 3040.
Email jcorrea@talk 21.com
MEETING PLACE: I v e s Lounge, T h e Royal
Hospital, Chelsea.
MEETING: 3rd Saturday in the month at 14.00
hrs.
It's hard to believe that it's almost the end of 2009,
where has this year gone to. Well let me tell you
what the London Buffs has been up to since our
last contact through the journal.
Our membership has continued to increase and so
too has the attendance at our monthly meetings.
The popular decision to start branch meetings at
2pm has undoubtedly helped.
A number of branch members were in London on
Saturday 30th May 2009 for the Major General's
review and it turned out to be an exceptional day
as the weather could not have been better.
The branch standard, carried b y Joe Correa,
has been very busy this year attending t h e
25th Anniversary of Armed Forces Day Parade
in Chatham on 27th June 09 the Princess o f
Wales's Royal Regiment Home coming parade
on Friday 17th July 2009 a t Royal Tunbridge
Wells, Canterbury Reunion o n 2nd August 09
and Maidstone on 13th September 09 and not
forgetting our own branch reunion at the Tower
Of London o n Sunday 6th September 09. All
parades were very memorable especially the
Tower service as it turned out to be the best ever
for the London Buffs, the service in the chapel was
excellent and the bugler who played the last post
and reveille was note perfect; it brought tears to
ones eyes. On behalf of the London Buffs I would
like to take this opportunity to say THANK YOU
to Ramsgate, Canterbury and Weald branches for
all their support at the Tower of London Service of
Remembrance. Your support is always very much
appreciated.

A visit to Sandhurst Military Academy on the 5th
August 2009 arranged by Ray Cox was also a
great day with lovely picnic, compliments of Ray
wife Rose-Mary.

Dennis Bradley came to the rescue and organised
refreshments for the 'troops' after the dismissal
of the parade. Many thanks Dennis.
The Canterbury Reunion in August, well what can
you say, another very successful day with a good
turnout on the parade, a very good service in the
Cathedral and an excellent reunion that afternoon
at Leros Barracks f o r which w e thank the 3

The latter part of 2009 has also had sad times for
the London Buffs in the passing of branch members
Jack Vaughan, Arthur Goodsell, Frederick Bolt.
Heart felt sympathy goes out to their loved ones
left behind.
Now to conclude, on behalf of The London Buffs
we wish you a VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND
HEALTHY HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS 2010.
BC

CANTERBURY BRANCH
SECRETARY: H . G . B . D e l o . 3 8 R e c u l v e r
Avenue, Minnis Bay, Birchington CT7 9NU.
Tel: 01843 842357
Harty Crooks, Branch Chairman with Frankie
Hills, Chairman o f London Buffs, laying their
wreaths at the National Arboretum.

MEETING PLACE: The Chaucer Club, Chaucer
Hill, off Military Road, Canterbury.
MEETING: Last Thursday of month at 20.00 hrs

PWRR for allowing us to use their facilities. As in
previous years the cooks produced an excellent
hot lunch. W e congratulate Major (Ret'd) Allan
Marchant, H a r r y Crooks (Canterbury Branch
Chairman), also John Phillips and D e r i c King
both of the Ramsgate Branch on being awarded
the Association's Meritorious Service Certificates
presented to them by the Association President,
Colonel Crispin Champion.

The time has now come around for another set
of note and Christmas has now come and gone
and we are into the new year 2010 when we have
to start thinking about events etc for the coming
months ahead. Looking back over the last few
months, since the last issue, we have been very
busy indeed with a full programme of events.
On 18th June, Bernard Miles, our hard working
Social Secretary, organised a day trip t o the
National Arboretum. It was a very long day b u t
it was worth it. During our trip Harry Crooks and
Frankie Hills laid wreaths during a short Act of
Remembrance.

On Wednesday 5th August, 16 members travelled
to the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst b y
car to join London Buffs to watch a rehearsal of
the passing out parade. Afterwards they were
given a tour of the establishment which was very
interesting. A l l in all a very enjoyable day and we
would like to thank the members o f the London
Branch for their organisation.

Saturday 18th July 2009, saw the branch along
with Standards, o n parade in support o f the
Freedom March through the City by the Princess
of Wales's Royal Regiment. This was followed
by a Drum Head service in the Dane John. W e
all felt that it was a great honour to support our
descendant regiment and we were all very proud
of them. It was a shame that the City Council had
failed to provide a tannoy system so that we could
hear the speeches, and on top of that had made
no provision for refreshments afterwards. Major

On the 26th August members were invited to join
with the Canterbury Branch of the R.A. Association
on their visit to Hastings the trip was inclusive of a
lunch which was very good. This was an excellent
day and enjoyed by all and we thank the RA for
extending the invitation to us.
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When i t comes t o the organisation o f certain
social events the social secretaries of Canterbury
Branch and Ramsgate Branch, Bernard Miles and
Graham Thomas, a r e working very well together
and are combining resources. This has made a
great difference and now we invariably have full
coaches on all our outings.
The Tower o f London parade and Service o f
Remembrance in September was again a great
day out and we congratulate the London Branch
on their organisation "Well Done" London keep it
going.
At the end of September the Invicta Band gave
a concert in the Band Stand on Herne Bay sea
front. During the concert a collection was taken
the proceeds o f which were shared between
our Association and the band. Those Branch
members who made the collection were thanked
by the band for their hard work.
On 6th October 36 members including wives made
a visit to a music hall at the Brick Lane theatre in
London, and it was a very enjoyable show.
Continuing in October, an invitation was extended
to us from the Ramsgate Branch to join with them
at their Annual Dinner at the North Foreland Golf
Club. T h e dinner and the company was of its
usual excellence and w e thank the Ramsgate
Branch for inviting us.
At our Branch meeting in October, the Chairman
welcomed C o l P e t e r Bishop OBE. D I _ a n d
invited Peter to address the meeting which the
membership appreciated as many stories of past
service were talked about as he had served with
some of our members in the early days.
Prior to the Armistice Day Parade and Cathedral
service, Poppy Wreaths were laid at the Books
of Life in the Cathedral o n behalf of the Queen's
Own Buffs Association, Princess of Wales's Royal
Regiment, The Queen's Association, The Queen's
Own Rifles of Canada and a wreath on behalf of
all ex Buffs W e would like to thank our Branch
Padre, Revd. Keith Fazzani, for conducting this
special wreath laying ceremony.
The Armistice D a y Parade a n d Service w a s
followed by a Carvery Luncheon at the Canterbury
Golf Club, 60 persons sat down to lunch which
was an increase in numbers on last year.
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On Tuesday 17th November a special Page
Turning ceremony w a s arranged s o that o u r
comrade Peter Turney could d o the honours.
There was a very strong turnout from the Branch
to support Peter. W e would like to thank Jim
Morley who is head of security at the Cathedral for
organising two of his staff namely Simon Nunney
and Vic Stevens for lifting Peter in his wheel chair
up the steps to where the Books of Life are kept
at the present time and back down again after the
ceremony.
At the November meeting the Chairman welcomed
three new members Robin Eyers, Charlie Apps
and Mr C Chittenden, he wished them a long and
happy stay with us.
Before the Christmas blow out the Canterbury and
Ramsgate branches joined together and made a
visit to see the Christmas lights in London the trip
included a Fish and Chip supper. T h e trip was
enjoyed by all who went and we thank Mr Frank
Hills for acting as 'Tour Guide' on the trip.
The branch Christmas Dinner and Social was
held at the Canterbury Golf Club with 68 sitting
down t o dinner and, may I add, not a Turkey
in sight. We all tend to get too much of that at
Christmas so instead we enjoyed the good old
English traditional dinner of roast beef with all
the trimmings including Christmas pudding and
mince pies and with plenty of liquid refreshments.
A large raffle was organised and a special Dolls
House made by Sid Pullman was won by Mr and
Mrs Thomas who donated it to children suffering
from autism.
This was followed on the Sunday by the Branch
Carol Service which was attended by 114 people,
the music for the service was provided by the
Invicta Band and the service was conducted by
Canon NoeIle Hall, the vicar of St Paul's Church,
Canterbury. A t t h e C a r o l Concert, Colonel
Champion presented an inscribed vase to the
retiring Director of Music, Arthur Healey MBE to
thank him for his many years of service. Arthur,
Canterbury Branch thank you for everything you
have done for us and we wish you a long and
happy retirement.
We h o p e t h a t y o u h a v e h a d a n enjoyable
Christmas and we wish you all far and near a very
Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year.

CANTERBURY REUNION
2ND AUGUST 2009
:f.vrek,,,it •

• • • • • " .
-441 •••'10,N•:k.,Vt:-..•- t
4.!

111
Canterbury Branch

Sittingboume Branch

Weald Branch

Rams gate Branch

Colchester Branch
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Canterbury Branch leading the March Past. The Lord Mayor, ClIr Harry Cragg, took the salute.

The Association President, Colonel Crispin Champion, with the Lord Mayor of Canterbury,
CHI. Harry Cragg, laying their wreaths at the foot of the altar.

S pri ng 20 10
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Major A l a n M a r c h a n t receiving a M e r i t o r i o u s
Service C e r t i f i c a t e f r o m C o l o n e l C h a m p i o n .
Other Certificates w e r e p r e s e n t e d t o H a r r y
Crooks, Chairman o f Canterbury Branch, John
Phillips Vice C h a i r o f Rams gate B r a n c h a n d
Deric King, the long serving Welfare Officer for
Rams gate Branch.

. 1111 . 111
'Were w e e v e r t h a t y o u n g a n d h a v e t h a t
much h a i r ? ' J o h n Jephcott, P e t e r B i s h o p
and Ted Parker (seated) taking a trip d o w n
m e m o r y lane.

Above: G e o r g e J o y c e , a g e d 9 6 , w h o h a d
travelled f r o m A u s t r i a t o a t t e n d the r e u n i o n
seen h e r e w i t h D o m i n i c H a m i l t o n - F l o y d a n d
Cpl. Rob Phillips (left) w h o s e grandfather Sgt.
Ted Phillips h a d s e r v e d w i t h George i n India
before the war. Rob and Dominic are currently
serving with 3 PWRR.

Left t o R i g h t : N i c k B u l l e n , B a r r y ( To m o )
Thomas, I n P e n s i o n e r CSM P e t e r J o h n s a n d
Sammy Supple, Standard Bearer of Canterbury
Branch.
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MAIDSTONE REUNION
13th September 2009
Avg

Above: The Mayor of Maidstone laying a wreath at the Cenotaph
in Brenchley Gardens
Right: Len Jones MM laying a wreath on behalf of
6th Bn. QORWK
Below: The March Past

Spring 2010

10

The Band of PWRR leading the march through Maidstone.

Col. Champion presenting a new flag staff to
the ACF Commander in appreciation o f the
ACF's support for the Reunion over the years.

Members of Weald Branch, by the way the coffee
cups are a distraction to cover the 'pints' behind.

Ron Barton reminiscing with Arthur Healey

Revd. Tug Wilson with Mrs. Myra Waring
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London Buffs - Annual Service of Remembrance
Tower of London - Sunday 6th September 2009

Above: The parade marching
into the Tower led by Branch
President, Major John Barrel!
OBE.

Left & Below:
The Inspection

A-Left: P a r a d e M a r s h a l l ,
Sammy Supple, reporting the
parade ready f o r inspection
to Col. Peter Bishop OBE DL,
the Inspecting Officer.
c w
II

A few of those on parade
Spring 2010
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EVERY DAY A BONUS
by the late Ken Clarke
(Continuing Ken's remarkable account of his service with the C)ORWK's)
(Editor's note- As you will know, sadly Ken Clarke
passed away late last year. This penultimate
chapter of Ken's account continues )

luxury which the Germans had been without for
some years and it was worth its weight in gold.
German troops and civilians alike drank only
erzatz coffee, Bofcnen coffee, that is bean coffee,
was unobtainable. Soap was in demand too as the
German issue to their troops as well as to POWs
was like small blocks of pumice stone, pale blue
in colour, and it did not lather. O n c e any of the
guards became involved in bartering they also
became open to a certain degree of mild blackmail
and prisoners were able to take advantages which
they normally would not consider. Trading with
civilians was carried out while the guard obligingly
looked the other way and smoking while at work
and extra long rest breaks were some o f the
benefits that we got away with.

With the onset of winter, and winter begins early in
Poland, work on the sports grounds slowed down.
The ground became too hard to put in a pick or
shovel and when tools dropped onto the ground
they froze to it before they could be picked up.
For a few days we were idle and then the snow
came. Roads were soon blocked and impassable
and we were given a new job, snow shovelling.
The countryside around was flat and open and
snow drifts soon built up to six feet or more. The
frozen snow had to be cut into blocks about two
feet square and stacked up on either side of the
road to form a solid wall. Most of the transport
was horse drawn and the wheels were taken off
waggons and carts and replaced with ski-like
runners. T h e horses' shoes were held on with
frost nails with long spikes to grip into the snow.
These horse drawn sledges could glide along with
hardly a sound except for the jingle of bells which
were hung around the horses' necks to warn of
their approach.

Mail had also begun to arrive from England with
more regularity and I received m y first letters
from home. What a great feeling of joy there was
when you at last heard your name called out. Ail
letters had already been opened and stamped
with a censor's mark and occasionally a few lines
were blacked out, but after months o f waiting
and wondering whether people a t home knew
where you were, or even if you were still alive, it
was a wonderful moment to hold that bit of paper
from home at last. Many men walked away with
their treasured letter to lie on their bunks and all
thoughts o f their dismal surroundings vanished
as they were transported for a few minutes back
to their homes and families. T h e room became
strangely quiet as men read and re-read letters
and although they had taken two or three months
to arrive and much of the news was then out of
date, every word was relished. Then the talking
began with the lucky ones relating the news and
tales of what was happening back at home.

One day while we were out snow shovelling a hare
came running across the frozen fields towards
us and one of the lads said to a guard standing
nearby "Take a potshot at that and have rabbit pie
for dinner'. T h e guard replied 'If I fire my rifle I
have to take back one empty cartridge ease and
one dead Englander'. T h a t quickly brought the
conversation to an end!
With Red Cross parcels now arriving fairly regularly
a barter system soon developed, first of all amongst
the prisoners themselves w h o swapped tea,
butter and chocolate for cigarettes and tobacco,
and then, with contacts being made with civilian
workers outside the camp items from the parcels
were exchanged for loaves of bread, clothes and
other useful articles such as pen knives and pipes.
Even some of the German guards were tempted
and brought in bread or cigarettes to exchange
for coffee, chocolate or soap. Real coffee was a

Having been fed with continuous propaganda
by the Germans about how England was being
bombed and destroyed, it was reassuring to get
news from lads who lived in London and other
large towns that things weren't as bad as we were
led to believe. O f course, not all the news was
good and sometimes disturbing items from home
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caused men to brood and lose interest in making
the effort needed to surmount the difficulties of
prison camp life.
Snow shovelling continued until the beginning of
April when the thaw set in and we trudged around
in slush that leaked into our boots, which by now
were beginning to fall to pieces. A request for
footwear was made and a consignment of Dutch
clogs arrived and was issued to us. Along with the
clogs we received two fus-lappen' which were
pieces of flannel material about eighteen inches
square and were meant to be folded over the feet
as a substitute for socks. S o m e of us, myself
included, decided after a practice or two that we
would make do with our boots, despite the holes,
With the arrival of spring it was back to levelling
land at the sports grounds, shovelling earth and
pushing loaded skiffs. Q u i t e unexpectedly, on
5th June 1941, we were told to pack up our kit,
such as it was, and be ready to move immediately.
We made the snort march to the railway siding
and were soon clambering aboard the familiar
cattle trucks. However, this time we carried our
blankets, Red Cross parcels, bottles of water and
our pockets full of cigarettes. W h y the sudden
exodus, we wondered, what was the reason for it?
It was some days later that we learned that Hitler
had decided to attack Russia and we were being
moved back from the area where German troops
were massing ready to push forward into that part
of Poland which the Russians had occupied since
the beginning September 1939.
Our train journey took us to a small place called
Grata and into a large camp numbered Stalag
XXICZ. British prisoners were being moved into
this camp from many others in the part of Poland
bordering that held by Russia. Camp XXICZ was
quite well appointed with large wooden huts,
separate two tier bunks and a washing and toilet
block. T h e morning after arrival we wandered
round t h e compound a n d many o f u s were
surprised to meet men from our own regiments
whom we had not seen since going into action in
Belgium and Prance. Here I met Harry Hudson,
who had joined the Royal West Kent Regiment
along with myself and four other fourteen year
old band boys in 1932. W e had been together in
an orphanage at Sevenoaks in Kent and were all
taken to the recruiting office in Maidstone to sign
on for nine years with the colours and three years
Spring 2010
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on army reserve, to start from the time we became
eighteen years of age.
Ex-bandsman Tom 'Todd' Sweeney, trombone
player, was another former band boy from Indian
days who also turned up.
Stalag XXICZ at Gratz was a transit camp and
we were not expected to stay there very long and
after only a weeks stay in Gratz we were on the
move yet again and I had, regretfully, to hand back
my clarinet.
A day's journey by rail brought us to the town of
Marienburg on the 1 1 th June 1941. I t stood with
its ancient castle on the banks of the River Nogat,
a branch of the Vistula and in normal times would
have been a town to roam around to discover its
lovely old buildings. I n 1941 however it was just
another swastika bedecked city full o f strutting
Germans and downtrodden Poles. P r o m the
station we marched a couple of miles to the district
of Willenburg on the outskirts of the town and
arrived at a huge camp surrounded by miles of
barbed wire, trip wires, sentry boxes high on stilts,
and manned by guards with machine guns and
searchlights. O t h e r guards with dogs patrolled
the perimeter.
We halted at the gates and were met by a different
breed o f guard, sullen, officious, loud-mouthed
bullies. I t was late at night and all we wanted was
to get inside and find somewhere to lay our heads
but that was to be much later. We were searched
for contraband, a batch at a time amongst much
passing of items backwards and forwards in an
effort to avoid confiscation. Eventually the high
gates were opened and the first batch went in to
make their acquaintance with Stalag XXB. D a y
came all too soon when at about 6 am armed
guards stamped noisily into the huts shouting
Raus, Raus, A l les Raus, prodding those who
turned over in their bunks for a few extra minutes.
After discovering the wash hut, and the latrine
which was just the usual pit with a long pole fixed
across, the next event of the day was that form of
disruption of all POW life, Appel!.
In all my previous camps in Poland the inmates had
been entirely British personnel but we discovered
that here in Marienburg Camp XXB housed not
only British b u t French, Belgian, Dutch a n d
Serbian prisoners, F o r Appell we had to parade

with our own nationalities and with a few thousand
men in the camp this took some time. There was
much shouting, threatening, kicking and shoving
by our German hosts. When we were eventually
all lined up and counted the camp commandant,
interpreter and other senior officers arrived t o
inspect the parade and deliver the now expected
tirade about obeying the rules, not trying to escape
etc., and the dire consequences of attempting to
do so.

round again in the morning. A bucket inside the
door served for toilet purposes during the night.
One night after everyone in our hut had settled
down, the young lance corporal started muttering
and scratching about In his bunk. He began to pull
up the bed boards and was making quite a din and
as most men were trying to sleep there was a lot
of shouting for him to keep quiet. After a while he
got out of his bunk and made for the door. Shouts
of 'get back' went unheeded and before anyone
could stop him he was out of the door and dashing
across the compound. Almost immediately the
alarm was raised by German guards up in the
watch towers, searchlights crossed the compound
and then shots rang out and then it went quiet.
Someone managed to pull the door of our hut shut
as it would have been suicide for anyone who tried
to go out and see what could be done.

With so many different nationalities in the camp
we discovered that it was often difficult to know
how to address other prisoners. We all wore such
a mixture of uniforms -mine consisted of a Polish
overcoat and cap - and this went for many others
who were wearing an assortment o f uniforms,
Dutch clogs and a great variety of caps. I t wasn't
uncommon to greet someone in a blue beret and
a French cavalry jacket with the words 'Bon soir
M'sieur' to be told 'come off it mate' in a cockney
accent.

The next morning the lance corporal was found
hanging up on the barbed wire surrounding the
compound, wounded and unconscious, but still
alive. He had been left there until daylight. He was
taken down and sent to the hospital in Marienburg
where he recovered from his injuries, but was
completely mad. I saw him again some months
later when I returned to XXB after being out on
a working party and he had been returned to the
camp. He was obviously no longer sane, ate soap
and sand and should have been sent for proper
treatment, but he was left to roam about the camp.
Hopefully perhaps, someone came to his rescue
eventually.

The Serbian prisoners f e l l i n o n p a r a d e
immediately in front o f the British and a s the
German commandant and his retinue reached
each contingent the senior officer called his men
to attention. T h e Serbian command for attention
sounded to us like 'mere no' and was interpreted
by the British squaddies as 'meat loaf. A s the
inspecting commandant approached some wag
would almost always shout 'meat loaf and the
whole Serbian contingent sprang to attention.
It was now mid-summer and with the hot weather
the camp compound became a huge dustbowl
as hundreds of prisoners walked up and down
between the rows o f huts talking about home,
families and food. Whatever the topic it almost
always came back to food. Some men, particularly
those who had left a wife and perhaps a young
family at home, began to brood and retreat into
themselves. A young lance corporal from a
Yorkshire Regiment who slept in the bunk below
me was typical. He talked about his wife and baby
and lost all interest in what went on around him.
He did not bother to go and queue up for his bowl
of soup and despite the efforts of his friends was

A couple of weeks after arriving at Stalag XXB a
German officer announced during Appell that he
needed a small party of men to work on a farm.
This is my chance, I thought, but he continued by
saying that only those with farming experience
were required and anyone found not to understand
farm work after joining the party would be severely
dealt with. A few of us decided it was worth the
risk despite the fact that none of us knew the first
thing about farming. Along with a number of others
we stepped forward and the officer asked each in
turn 'Do you understand farm work?' ' Ye s ' we all
answered, keeping our fingers crossed. A dozen
of us were chosen and told to be ready to move
the following morning. Included in the party were
Tom Sweeney, 'Kipper' Houston, 'Tich' Hudson, all
former 1st Battalion RWK bandsmen, and 'Tishy'
Parker, who had served in India with us but had

losing the will to make the effort needed to stay
sane. At dusk everyone had to be in their huts and
after a count by the guards no one was allowed to
leave the hut for any reason until the guards came
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left the Regiment in 1936 and been recalled from
Army Reserve at the outbreak of war. He was a
cockney, the rest of us musicians, and we hoped
that at least some of the others had a little farming
knowledge.
(From June 1941 Ken was employed on various
farms and on railway and road construction and
maintenance work).
One day a large party o f Russian prisoners
arrived and were put to work on the other side of
the junction. B y this time the German army had
overrun the Ukraine and although the Russians
had anticipated this possibility and had moved the
bulk of their industry out of the area and adopted a
scorched earth policy, many thousands of Russian
soldiers were taken prisoner and herded back into
Germany and Poland as slave labour. W e were
not allowed any contact with them at all and their
guards were brutal in the extreme. T h e starving
Russians shuffled along in the ragged remains
of uniform, constantly kicked and struck with rifle
butts. I f they fell to the ground, as they often
did, they were kicked and struck by the sadistic
Germans until they became unconscious. Other
Russians were then made to take hold of their
arms and drag them along.
One day I saw a Russian prisoner, who looked
no more than skin and bone, collapse as he tried
to dig a trench. H e was immediately kicked and
shouted at to get up and get on with his work.
When he failed to respond the German guard coldbloodedly took his rifle from his shoulder and shot
the man as he lay on the ground. This treatment
of the Russian prisoners was commonplace and
sickened the British POWs who were powerless
to do anything about it.
A couple of days after arriving back at Stalag XXB
I was taken ill with a fever. This was a recurrence
of what was known as sand fly fever which I had
contracted i n India and which recurred about
every 18 months. I was taken into the camp sick
bay, known as the lazerette, which was staffed
by British medical orderlies. Apart from being in
slightly less crowded surroundings, about the only
treatment they could give me was quinine tablets.
My fever lasted about five days and I was then
returned to the main camp.
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Whilst in the lazerette I had a visit from Harry
Hudson with whom I had parted company after
returning from Ghristburg. H e had gone off on
another working party when I went to Marienau.
He had also recently returned to Willenburg and
told me he was off out again the following day on
another farm party. W e said our goodbyes and
that was the last time I saw him. S o m e months
later I heard the news that he had been shot
dead whilst on that farm working party. Evidently,
some of the men had the job of milking the cows
and had to get up very early in the morning to do
this. Harry was not in the milking squad but one
morning a guard went into his billet to round up
the milkers and gave him a prod, shouting Komm,
Kamm, Milken. Harry protested at being woken
up so early and told the guard that he was not one
of the milkers, but the guard persisted in trying to
get him out of his bunk. When Harry refused to get
up the guard Just raised his rifle and shot him. His
body was sent back to the hospital at Marienburg
and left outside, where I understand they were told
it was the body of a Russian prisoner. However,
one of the British orderlies spotted that the jacket
sent back with the body was a British battle dress
blouse with a blue triangle flash sewn at the top of
the sleeve and he recognised this as the insignia of
the 1st Bn. Royal West Kent Regiment. Enquiries
were made and Harry was identified and buried in
the cemetery at Marienberg. T h i s later became
the British Military Cemetery i n t h e renamed
Polish town of Malbork, to which all British POWs
who died in the area were later transferred.
About this time many more Russian prisoners
were arriving in Poland and part of an old barn
was prepared as a billet for a party of them. They
arrived ragged and starving wondering what fate
had in store for them. They were kept well away
from us and within a few days we were on our
way back to Marienburg. T h e Russians were a
lot cheaper to keep then the British and no doubt
would be made to work a lot harder.
Amongst the Poles we got to know in Poldersee
were the Drewek family. T h e y lived near the
Freitag farm in a small cottage at the end of a
row of three and Drewek was the local fisherman.
There was a large lake at Poldersee which gave
the village its German name. The lake, which was
stocked with fish, was bordered on two sides by
the Freitag farmland. During the harvest Drewek

were to meet was in London shortly after the end
of the war.

put away his nets, took up his scythe and joined us
in cutting corn. His wife and daughter, Irene, also
helped in the fields though Irene usually worked
as a hairdresser in the town of Berent, to which
she cycled.

From time to time we were able to get hold of copies
of German newspapers and news of the progress
of the war filtered through. We knew that German
forces in Russia had received a severe handling at
Stalingrad although at the end of 1942 the papers
had published banner headlines proclaiming
'Es gibt kein mehr Stalingrad' (Stalingrad is no
more). How wrong they were. In January General
von Paulus surrendered the German 6th Army
and thousands of Germans went into captivity in
Russia. The papers were full of obituary columns
of men killed at the Russian front and train-loads
of wounded men were arriving daily at the stations.
In May we heard the news of Montgomery's defeat
of the Axis powers in North Africa and later of the
8th Army's landing in Italy- We knew then that this
was the beginning of the end.

Drewek, who had two other small children, had
signed the Eingedeutsda papers to protect his
family and although far from being a young man
he was, along with many other Poles, eventually
called up for service in the German army. During
his spells of leave he came home in uniform but
was still expected to help on the land. He was
promoted, Gefreiter (lance corporal) and wore his
stripe when I last worked with him in the fields at
Poldersee. Eventually sent to the front, he gave
himself up at the first opportunity to British Forces
after the Normandy invasion, along with many
other Polish conscripts.
By a strange coincidence, at the end of the war
he was sent to a Polish Rehabilitation camp at
Nettlebed, n e a r Henley-on-Thames, t h e v e r y
same camp to which I was posted after my return
to England. One day in the late summer of 1945
I was walking up towards the Town Hall in Henley
and a man in Polish army uniform was coming
towards me. Suddenly we both stopped and I
called out 'Drewek' and at the same moment he
called out 'Kennet'. W e had not met since 1943
and discovered that we were now both stationed
at Nett-le-bed as the Poles called it. When he was
later repatriated home to Poland I managed to get
some silk stockings on the Black Market for him to
take back to his wife and daughter.

In and around Poldersee more men were being
called u p for army service and soon the only
male population left were older men and POWs.
Fisherman Drewek, in his 40's and the Meish's
son, Oswald aged 17, were conscripted along with
many others. Rationing became more severe and
the farmers' quotas to be given up to the State
increased. T h e smiles began to disappear from
German faces and the Poles would sidle up to
us and whisper 'Deutschland Kaput'. Ve r y soon
it was noticeable that the blackish bread was
becoming even blacker. T h e millers used larger
sieves allowing ingredients into the flour that would
normally have been removed. Potatoes were also
added to the meal and it was not uncommon to
come across large pieces of potato in our bread
ration.

In 1942 we heard rumours that a second front was
in the offing following the Allied victories over the
Italians and Germans in North Africa. W e kept
our fingers crossed but then came news that a
landing made in France at Dieppe on 19th August
had been a complete disaster and the British and
Canadian force had been almost annihilated. Red
Cross parcels came through from time to time
though not on such a regular basis as it seemed
they did in the main camps. At the end of the year
some of the farmers no longer wanted to keep
their POW workers and half a dozen of our party
were sent back to Marienburg. Unfortunately, I
lost my particular pal, Tom Sweeney, after we had
been together for some time. W e had first met
as boys in India in 1934 and he had played bass
trombone in our battalion band. The next time we

Copies o f German newspapers showed maps
where fighting was taking place and w e were
aware that their army in Russia was retreating
on a massive scale. Then came the marvellous
news that we had long been waiting for, an Allied
invasion of Europe. The papers showed pictures
of huge landing craft a n d amphibious tanks
streaming on to the beaches of Normandy. The
captions announced that they would soon b e
swept back into the sea and that the huge concrete
fortifications of the Atlantic wall were impregnable.
We remembered the stories about Stalingrad and
were not impressed.
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The atmosphere in our billets changed as well as
those at work. No longer were we the underdogs.
Even the Germans, or at least most of them, sensed
it. The tide was beginning to turn. O u t came the
illicit hooch and we drank a toast to those who had
taken our place and were now fighting their way
back into France. W e were sure that at long last
Dunkirk would be avenged. N o w we were proud
to be British soldiers again. We put creases in our
trousers and made sure our boots were polished.
When we walked through the village we held our
shoulders back and heads up. T h e inhabitants
knew that we knew we were winning the war.
With shortages in almost everything this became
more a n d m o r e obvious. M o r e a n d m o r e
demands were made from the farmers with not
only corn, potatoes and milk, but pigs, sheep and
even horses being taken for use by the army. The
massive bombing of the German railway system by
hundreds of British and American aircraft caused
the disruption of our Red Cross food parcels which
came by rail via Switzerland. They eventually dried
up completely and mail became very infrequent.
As news came through of the Allies forcing their
way deeper into France and the Russian Army
re occupying more and more of their country, we
heard of increasing casualties from local families.
Drewek the fisherman was missing, also Potratz's
son Stack°. M e i s c h , the farmer with whom I
had fallen out soon after my arrival in Poldersee,
received news that his son, Oswold, was a POW
in England. The boot was on the other foot. Later
Meisch had a letter from Ossie to say that he was
working on a farm, being well treated and enjoying
the life in England. Meisch became a different
man in his dealings with British prisoners and one
of the lads who worked for him, a Scotsman Billy
McKenna, said he was then treated like one of the
family.
Older men began to appear in uniform, also local
girls, Lettie Meisch and Margo Freitag among
them. T h e local distillery worked overtime as
more and more spirit was needed and needless
to say our stock of hooch increased. Even some
of the locals were managing to obtain some of the
spirit and use it as a substitute for the now almost
nonexistent schnapps. F r e i t a g even surprised
us one evening after work when he offered Tom
and myself a glass of spirits and with a wink and
a nod told us it had come from the Brenner Rie
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(distillery). W e didn't tell him that we had been
sampling it for the past year or so.
As summer turned t o autumn and t h e Allies
kept up their momentum we began to think that
perhaps it would be all over by Christmas. W e
had long debates about the various possibilities
for our future. What would happen if the Russians
overran our part of Poland first?
Meanwhile life went on in the village much as
usual but with an air of uncertainty voiced b y
everyone we spoke to. The Germans pretended to
themselves that it was only a temporary setback
and things would get back to what they had been
a couple of years earlier, but they were frightened
people, more so because they would be right in
the path of any Russian army that came sweeping
into Poland. T h e Poles on the other hand were
just waiting to rise up and take back their land and
property which the German immigrant farmers had
taken from them. There were certainly scores to
be settled when that day came.
We heard that a local Polish Resistance Group
had been formed which had a n underground
headquarters i n the forest near Berent. T h e
local Brownshirts, which included Freitag and
other farmers, were called out and they made
searches of the woods and forest areas. One day,
one of the Brownshirts, a bull-necked pompous
local S.A. leader was ambushed and shot in a
lane not far from the village and so we knew that
there really was a resistance group operating.
I remember Frau Freitag complaining bitterly
about the incident, calling it 'murder in the Heimat
(home)!. W h a t she didn't appreciate was that it
was the Polish people's homes that they were
living in. Discussing this in our billet later that
night we predicted that there would be many more
similar incidents in the months to come before the
Germans were finally driven out.
As the Russians continued their drive southwest
into Poland a n d t h e British a n d Americans
advanced northwards into Belgium and Holland
we contemplated what the future might hold for
us. T h e most probable outcome seemed to be
that our area would eventually be overrun by the
Russian army and we speculated that if we survived
we might be drafted into units under Russian
command and possibly find ourselves fighting our
way back into Germany and eventually joining

the only way to cook them was to boil. Had we
tried roasting the smell would soon have given us
away. Before plucking we dipped the chicken into
a bucket of water so there would be no feathers
floating about in the air and the next day all the
unusable bits were smuggled back to the farm and
'lost' on the manure heap when we mucked out in
the morning. W e enjoyed our Christmas chicken
but I didn't attempt it again.

up with the British forces advancing northwards.
Rumours were rife.
The autumn farming jobs continued, threshing,
potato picking and peat digging except that there
were fewer people to do them. T h e future was
uncertain not only for us but for Poles and Germans
too and there was an uncanny feeling in the air.
As winter approached we heard the disappointing
news that an Allied airborne attack at Arnhem in
Holland had failed and then in December that
the Germans had launched a massive counter
attack in the Ardennes. We resigned ourselves to
another Christmas in East Prussia.

On the farms all the potatoes and turnips were
stored in clamps and were now covered with a
deep layer of snow, making it impossible for us to
help ourselves. We once again relied on our Polish
friends for the extra loaves of bread and occasional
eggs or pieces of pork. The Walashewski family,
who lived just down the road from our billet,
were very good and often Trudi would hand me
a package as I passed by on the way back after
work.

We spent Christmas with mixed feelings. O u r
supplies o f Red Cross parcels had long since
dried up and we had to make do with our meagre
rations once more. T h e syndicate system still
operated here in Poldersee and in my group I
don't think that I was as good at scrounging as the
other two and so decided to make my contribution
to the Christmas menu by stealing a chicken. I
had spotted one that seemed to have a favourite
roosting place in the barn away from the rest. I
was given expert tuition on how to wring its neck
by Charlie Nash, one of the lads in our syndicate
who had already produced a couple on previous
occasions. It sounded easy. The German method
which we normally used was to hold the chicken
by its legs and chop its head off with an axe. The
chicken would then run headless around the yard
a couple of times before dropping down ready to
be plucked. Obviously on this occasion I could not
use this rather messy method.

We drank a New Year toast to 1945 in our illicit
hooch, feeling that this must surely be the last one
we would spend in Poldersee. Shortly after this
a company of 'German' Cossacks arrived in the
village. T h e s e were anti-Communist Russians
who were Nazi sympathisers who had elected to
fight for the Germans after being captured. They
wore German uniform with black Cossack fur hats
on which they wore the insignia of the German SS
and they rode small Arab horses. They terrorised
the village and just took anything they wanted food, animals, horses. The women were terrified
and hid in their houses behind locked doors. The
Cossacks stole pigs from the farms, built fires in
the main road and roasted them, washing the food
down with spirit after breaking into the distillery.
Unfortunately, some o f them, like m e , didn't
realise just how potent this raw spirit was and a
few frozen corpses were found the next morning
lying in the road. The Cossacks moved on after a
couple of days leaving behind some lame horses
in exchange for the ones they had taken from the
farmers, and some very relieved residents of the
village. These Cossacks were some of the men
whose forced repatriation to Russia at the end
of the war caused much bitter argument in later
years.

Having stalked m y chicken I made a sudden
grab at it, held it under my arm and endeavoured
to wring its neck as instructed. I t began to kick
and squawk and I began to panic. All the pulling
on its neck seemed to have no effect and if the
squawking had aroused anyone i n the house
to come and investigate I would have been in
serious trouble. I picked up a piece of wood and
hit it over the head a few times until I was sure
it was dead, then hurriedly buried it under some
straw to be collected on my way back to the billet.
I later collected my chicken and stuck it inside my
jacket with my overcoat on top and kept my fingers
crossed until I was safely locked in the billet. 122

One day at the end o f January 1945 we were
surprised to see a small column of British POWs
march into Poldersee towing sledges piled with
their belongings and escorted b y a number of

We had to be very careful when dealing with stolen
chicken not to leave any tell-tale feathers about so
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armed guards. They halted outside our billet and
we discovered that they were from a working party
near Dirschau (Tczew) about thirty miles away.
They had been given only short notice to pack up
and leave their camp and had been on the road
for a couple of days heading for Berent. They had
heard that the Russian army was not far away and
expected that we too would soon be moving.
At about this time a column of Jewish prisoners
were also on the march and passed through the
village of Golmkau where we had earlier visited
other British POWs at their working camp. Tw o
of the POWs whilst out working in the fields came
across what they thought was a bundle of rags in
a ditch, O n investigation they discovered it was
in fact a young Jewish girl who had managed to
escape from the column and hide in the ditch.
They smuggled her back into their billet, hid her in
the loft and looked after her. A week later they too
were told to pack up and move and had to leave
the girl behind. However, after various adventures
and with the end of the war she was able to Join
relatives in America. Sara Rigler met and married
a wealthy American and some years later visited
England and found and thanked the former POWs
who had befriended her.
Many of the British and Commonwealth POW
camps were in the path of the Russian army now
pouring into East Prussia and Poland. The German
army commanders w e r e worried t h a t m a n y
thousands of Allied prisoners might be released
and rearmed to become a powerful force in the
fight against them. T h e German High Command
therefore ordered the evacuation of all Allied POW
camps in the East and the prisoners to be marched
back and congregated in Germany. There was
also speculation that prisoners would be held as
hostages for bargaining purposes if the Germans
felt that they were about to be defeated.
After the departure of the Dirschau POWs we felt
that our stay in Poldersee was coming to an end
after two and a half years so we began to plan
what we would take with us when the time came.
We also considered whether or not we might take
the first opportunity to escape, hide somewhere
and wait for the Russian army to arrive. O n e of
our lads, Jack Abernethy, a Northerner, worked
on a rather isolated farm and was considering
the possibility of hiding in a barn there when the
time came to leave. He and I debated at some
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length the pros and cons of taking this course or
joining the march which our guard, who was now
resigned to the war being all but over, informed us
would be heading west. This meant we would be
going in the direction of the British and American
armies although i t would almost certainly take
much longer to meet them than the advancing
Russians, and of course there was the weather
to consider.
It was now mid-winter, deep snow, with night time
temperatures way below freezing. I f we stayed
we could have been fairly sure of help from the
many Polish people in the village who had so
often helped us in the past at considerable risk
to themselves. I n a way I felt that we would be
turning our backs on these good people if we left
but the possibility of joining up with our own army
again eventually decided the issue for me and
also for Jack.
Everyone in the village was now aware that it
wouldn't be long before we left and I was sure
they would be sorry to see us go. Gradually we
disposed of our surplus items to the Polish families
we were friendly with and our spare shirts, socks,
pullovers, boots, long Johns (very necessary in
these parts) were all spirited away and found new
owners. Most of mine went to the Walashewski's
and included a small collection of sheet music for
Trudi that had been sent out to me through the
Red Cross. I often wondered if she later ever sat
down with her accordion and played Chatanooga
Choo Choo and Elmer's Tune that I left behind.
We formed ourselves into groups and scrounged or
stole pieces of board and rope to construct the sort
of sledges we had seen pulled by the earlier POW
party. Eventually orders came from Stalag XXB
Headquarters at Marienburg that we were to move
the following day and so on the 19th February 1945
we packed our sledges with blankets, changes of
clothes, some utensils and all the food we had
been able to obtain. Walashewski's smuggled a
piece of cooked bacon-to me which lasted three
or four days and I also loaded up my faithful clock
and my clarinet.
The Long March began.
To be concluded

HOMECOMING PARADES
lith-18th July 2009
Apart from the usual parades, reunions and annual
events July 2009 saw the 'Homecoming - Freedom
Marches' take place in the Home Counties.
Our Association members were privileged and
proud indeed to support 1st Battalion The Princess
of Wales's Royal Regiment on two of their eight
'Homecoming' parades in Tunbridge Wells and
Canterbury.
After all the press reports of the indifference of the
general public in other parts of the country, it was
marvellous to witness at first hand the reaction
of the crowds in both locations, and the sincere
appreciation by the general public for the efforts
of these gallant young men o f our descendant
regiment.
Colour Party of 1 PWRR - Tunbridge Wells

Above: 1 PWRR marching through
Canterbury.
Below: Association members on parade
-Tunbridge Wells.

Association Standard Bearers - Canterbury
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The Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment
"The Tigers"
by
Colonel M. J. Ball (Regimental Secretary)

I thought that I would summarise what The Regiment has completed over the last year and what lies
ahead.
The operational success of the Regiment continues. During 2009 The 1 St Battalion completed a 6 month tour
of Iraq and was the last Infantry Battalion to leave the country. In Afghanistan the 2nd Battalion, supported
by members of the lst and 3rd Battalions and B Company The London Regiment, also completed tours in
Afghanistan where relentless combat operations were the daily norm. For outstanding actions, 3 members
of the Regiment were awarded the Military Cross and 4 members were mentioned in Despatches.
Both Regular Battalions are now over manned but we continue to recruit top class men to further raise
our fighting quality. Our future Commanding Officers are all "home grown" - i.e. PWRR cap badged and all
current Regimental Sergeant Majors will be commissioned in the near future. This really is a true reflection
of our Regimental high standards.
We received an outstanding welcome from our communities during the homecoming parades held in July.
We hope to plan more in 2010 and 2011 when the 2nd Battalion returns from Cyprus to Woolwich.
The Army Cadet Forces has its 150th Anniversary in 2010 and we will be supporting our affiliated County
Cadets during the year. In 2012 we will produce a book written by Richard Holmes called Tigers at War'
- which will capture what the Regiment has done and where it has served operationally during the last
twenty years.

The Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment
The County Regiment of
Hampshire, The Isle of Wight, Kent, Middlesex, Surrey, Sussex and The Channel Islands
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ASSOCIATION COCKTAIL PARTY
On t h e evening o f Saturday 7th August, t h e
Association hosted a cocktail p a r t y i n t h e
Regimental Cricket Tent on Canterbury Cricket
ground.
Branch officers and representatives were invited
as were many guests who had assisted the
association over the past year.
The p a r t y concluded w i t h a spectacular
demonstration by the Regimental 'Flying Tigers'
Free Fall parachute team a n d t h e band o f
Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment 'Beating of
Retreat'.

A

l

t

Free Fall team member
The Corps of Drums
Fassmisfk-UWL1 L

Colonel Peter Cook with John Ferneyhough
and Malcolm Milham

'It would appear that I have
already lost mine!' CC
suspect that a m about to
lose my pint!' PB

Dick Hickmott in 'Recce' mode
Below: The Colonel and guests during the
playing of the National Anthem.
Extreme right: One o f the 'Flying Tigers'

Colonel Champion thanking the Free Fall team
and the Drum Major
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6th BATTALION
QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
The officers and men of the 6th Bn. were embodied
on September 1st 1939, a s part of 4th Bn. a t
Tonbridge and the battalion assumed its identity
on 7th September.

company and still no artillery support. At 9.30am
reports were received at Bn. HQ that 7th Bn. had
been overrun at Albert by German tanks and had
suffered heavy casualties.

In October 1939, together with 7th Bn. Queen's
Own and 5th Bri. the Buffs they came under 36
Brigade for training and administration. All three
battalions were under strength, very ill equipped
and under trained. Of the average strength of the
three battalions, 600, o f these some 200 were
Militiamen who had been in the Army for but a few
weeks and had received little training and had yet
to fire their rifles.

With little or no time to prepare any defences the
Bn. was order to lie low if German tanks appeared
and wait for the German infantry. The attack by the
German armoured columns had now developed
and by 3 pm that afternoon the situation was grave
indeed and b y 5 p m was becoming hopeless
with individual companies surrounded with few
resources left with which to defend their positions
against the continued assault b y the German
armoured divisions.

In the Spring o f 1940, there was such a dire
shortage of labour in France that it was decided to
send three divisions, all of which were in the same
state of unpreparedness to join the B.E.F. as a
labour force. The intention being to return these
troops to the UK in three months for training. A
plan that would be overtaken by events.
36 Brigade embarked at Southampton on April
21st/22nd, s t i l l without t h e i r compliment o f
weapons, no signal equipment, heavy weapons
or artillery. Landing at Le Havre they were to be
employed at No 2 Engineer Supply Base Depot on
the railway sidings and marshalling yards.
On 14th May the German armoured divisions
broke through the French defences at Sedan and
the following day, 15th May, the commanding
officer 6th Bn. received orders from 36 Brigade to
be ready to move at 30 minutes notice.
On May 17th the Brigade Commander o f 36
Brigade ordered 6th Bri. Queen's Own and 5
Buffs to prepare to move and by 3 pm the column
had reached the outskirts of Doullens where they
were ordered to construct road blocks to delay the
German armoured advance.

Those who were not killed or captured made their
escape, but only a very few managed to get back
to the UK, some 75, the remaining 503 personnel
of the battalion were posted as missing.
As a result of their actions in France in 1940 the
following decorations were awarded.
The Military Cross:
Lt. P. D. S. Pugh - D o u l l e n s
Lt. A. J. Waters - B.E.F. Doullens
The Military Medal:
Cpl. A. J. J. Berwick - B.E.F. Doullens
L/Sgt A. I. Ford -LIEF. Doullens
Cpl. W. G. N. Hayler - B.E.F. Doullens.
When the 6th Bn. started to reform the 75 survivors
from the actions in France formed the nucleus of
the new 6th Bn.
By April 1942, the Bn. had reached a very high
standard of efficiency and they were described by
Lt. Gen. Schrieber as 'some of the finest infantry
since the Light Brigade at Corunna.'

During the night of 19th May, 6th Bn. Queen's Own
and 5 Buffs were ordered to take up a defensive
position along the Doullens-Arras road with HQ
Company and 'A' Company of 6th Bn. holding the
roadblocks in Doullens.

By late 1942 plans were well advanced for the
Invasion of North Africa, 'Operation Torch' and on
October 20th the 6th Bn. Queen's Own, under the
command of Lt. Col. 'Swifty' Howlett, embarked
on the Dutch liner Marnix and on 27th set sail.

The battalion still had no mortars, no carriers and
only 4 Bren guns and three anti-tank rifles per

The landings began at 1.15 am on the morning
of November 8th and at five that evening 6th Bn.
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were ordered to land which they did in very difficult
circumstances only to be ordered to re embark as
the Vichy French garrison had surrendered.

which were formed into two companies of 40 men
each.
Over the next two days the Battalion, despite being
severely depleted, held its position under heavy,
intensive and continuous artillery and mortar fire.
and yet more casualties were suffered. During this
time there were many acts of bravery including
that of Pte. Cooper who left his mortar detachment
and crawled forward to assist a wounded man
who was lying in an exposed position. He then
dragged the wounded man a distance of some 70
yards to safety. Major Bryan who time after time
led parties carrying ammunition, food and water
across heavily shelled ground to replenish the
rifle companies ably assisted by Lance Corporal
Lambourne.

36th Brigade, part of the famous 78th (Battleaxe)
Division, consisting of 6th Bn. Queen's Own, 5
Buffs and 8th Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders
were ordered to capture the port of Bougie and
the airfield Djidjelli. The garrisons once again
surrendered and the Bri. yet again re embarked.
Finally they landed at Bone from two destroyers
marched 25 kilometres to Lake Fetzara and took
up defensive positions.
Over the next few days 6th Bn. was in action
nearly continuously including the attack on Bald
Hill where the Bri. lost 11 officers and 150 OR's
killed, wounded o r missing and the action o n
Green Hill.

On the night of April 26th the remnants of the
battalion were relieved to rest and refit. On May
7th British troops entered Tunis and by the llth all
resistance had ceased.

In the remaining months o f the North African
campaign t h e Battalion s a w a great deal o f
action, in April, they fought a hard engagement
on Djebel Bou Diss. Several members of the Bn.
distinguished themselves in this action including
Major Miskin of 'B' Company who was ordered to
occupy a minor feature with two platoons but to
withdraw if the hill was strongly held. This small
force reached the top and repulsed a strong
German counter attack after very determined
close quarter fighting. Later the Germans mounted
a second successful counter attack. Others who
are named in the regimental history are Sergeant
Lenihan, Captains Scott and Clarke, Sgt Bryant,
Ptes Rogan and Bullock and CSM Dean of 'D'
Company.

By the end o f the North African campaign the
battalion had w o n a considerable number o f
gallantry awards:
Distinguished Service Order:
Brigadier 'Swifty' Howlett. - Longstop Hill.
Military Cross:
T/Major P. Bryan - Longstop Hill.
T/Capt. G. K. Defrates - Longstop Hill.
Lt. D. S. de C. Howard -Green Hill

After the peaks had been eventually captured
General Anderson wrote in his dispatch: 'I consider
that 78th Division deserves the highest praise for
as tough and prolonged bit of fighting as has ever
been undertaken by the British soldier.'

Lt. J. A. Mailing - Djebel Abiod
T/Major A. H. Miskin - Djebel Bou Diss
T/Capt. K. B. Scott -Djebel Bou Diss
Lt. S. Stewart - Djebel Abiod
T/Capt. B. H. Valentine - Djebel Abiod
The Distinguished Conduct Medal:
Sgt. W. J. Bryant - Djebel Bou Diss
W011 (CSM) H S. Dean - Djebel Bou Diss
Sgt. L. A. Kendall MM- Green Hill
L/Sgt. F. R. Povey - Djebel Abiod
The Military Medal:
L/Sgt. R. C. Benge - Djebel Bou Diss
Cpl. R. G. Boarer - Tabarka Bridge
L/Sgt. L. E. Bucksey - Djebel Abiod.
Pte. L. H. Bullock - Djebel Bou Diss.
Pte. J. Cooper - Longstop Hill

There followed actions at Long Stop Hill during
which the CO, Lt. Col. Heygate, Lt. Col. Swilty
Howlett had been promoted and now commanded
the brigade, w a s wounded a n d t h e Adjutant
Captain Defrates coolly reorganised the battalion
under heavy fire. I t was during this action that
Pte. Sullivan's section charged and destroyed
an enemy post and Sergeant Boyrne, in charge
of stretcher bearers, left the relative safety of his
slit trench and made his way across shell-swept
ground to rescue a wounded member of an antitank•gun and carry him to safety.
Casualties had been very heavy and the Bn. was
reduced to 80 men in the four rifle companies
25
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The Military Medal.
Cpl. R. Armstead M t . Rivoglia.
NSgt. A. S. Obbard - Centuripe

L/Cpl. W. F. Donnelly - Djebel Abiod.
LiCpl. G. H. Kench - Green Hill.
Sgt. L. A. Kendall - Djebel Bou Diss.
Sgt. D. Lenihan - Djebel Bou Diss.
L/Cpl. R N G Lingham - Longstop Hill
Pte. G A W Lipscombe - Djebel Abiod.
Pte. M. Rogan - Djebel Bou Diss.
Pte. M. Sullivan - Longstop Hill

Sgt. W. J. Richardson - Mt. Rivoglia.

To the above must be added numerous Mentions
in Despatches.
July 10th 1943, the invasion of Sicily began. 78th
Division, which included 6th Bn., took part in the
second phase and landed on 26th July and moved
up to the Brigade's concentration area. Their first
objective was the town of Centuripe (Cherry Ripe)
situated on the top of a very high and steep hill, a
very formidable feature defended by some of the
best German troops in Sicily. On the afternoon of
July 31st the battalion moved up to their forming
up position ready for the night attack. Led b y
Major Defrates, 'A' Company, were caught in a
vicious crossfire from German paratroopers who
had been hiding in the rear of 11 th Brigade. There
followed an intense engagement and b y dawn
the start line had been cleared and the battalion
moved forward. B y this time the remainder of
the Brigade were also heavily engaged and the
overall advance slowed. After three nights' and
two days o f bitter fighting the battle was won
and the advance continued to Bronte and Monte
Rioglia, the scenes of two hard won battles.
The following is a list of decorations won by 6th Bn.
during the Sicily campaign in which the battalion
had lost two officers and thirty three OR's killed
and many wounded.
Bar to The Distinguished Service Order:
Brigadier 'Swifty' Howlett DSO. - Centuripe and
Bronte.
The Distinguished Service Order:
NLL Col. P. E. O. Bryant MC - Mt. Rivoglia.
Bar to The Military Cross:
N Major G. K. Defrates MC - Centuripe
The Military Cross:
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The Brigade then advanced towards the town
of Guglionesi, after an intense and successful
action at a farm called by the troops, 'Chocolate
Farm', and at Point 193 the battalion consolidated
their positions. Later the sound of tanks heralded
the inevitable German counter attack, a serious
situation as, due to the very bad weather conditions
it had not been possible to bring up any anti-tank
guns. It proved impossible to stop the tanks with
the weapons to hand and the order was given to
withdraw to a wood near 'Chocolate Farm' to take
up anti tank defensive positions. By October 6th,
the situation had improved and armoured support
had been brought forward a n d t h e advance
continued. By that evening the Battle of Termoli
was won, but at considerable cost.
The Germans then started their stubborn defence
using t h e mountainous country t o their very
best advantage and making the allied advance
incredibly difficult across such inhospitable terrain.
It is not possible to adequately describe, in the
space available, all o f the actions that followed
during the Italian campaign. Suffice to say that 6th
Bn. continued to demonstrate incredible bravery,
tenacity and determination, facets that had been
evident in the battalion since its formation and
for which they had already won great respect in
previous campaigns.
The success of the crossing the River Sangro was
marred by the death of Brigadier 'Swifty' Howlett
who was killed on November 29th. His leadership
of the battalion and later of 36 Brigade had inspired
all who had served with him -a great loss to the
regiment.
After Sangro the battalion enjoyed a brief respite
before deployment in the Casoli area eventually

NMajor R. L. Clarke - Mt. Rivoglia.
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After an all too short period of rest on the morning
of September 23rd 1943, the battalion embarked
on the Royal Scotsman and steamed across the
Straits of Messina landing at Taranto for the start
of their Italian campaign. On October 3rd they
once again embarked and the following day, with
the brigade, landed at Termoli which had been
captured by Commandos the previous day.

6

converging on the Cassino sector. On March 15th,
the New Zealand Corps, of which 78th Division
was part, opened its offensive against Cassino.
The battalion took over Cassino Castle which they
defended successfully against several German
attacks. After many days of artillery and mortar
shelling, on March 26th the battalion handed over
the Castle, the defence of which had cost the lives
of 10 officers and over a hundred OR's.

from a machine gun position which caused more
casualties. Sgt. Jones led a charge under heavy
fire and silenced the gun and then led his platoon
to within a hundred yards of the objective. With
mounting casualties, the battalion lost over 70,
the platoons were ordered back to reorganise.
Stretcher parties immediately started to bring in
the large number of killed and wounded lying on
that rain soaked and muddy hill.

By May 23rd, the allies had broken out from the
Anzio beach-head, the enemy was in full retreat
and the advance on Rome could begin, 78th
Division was in the van once again. O n June
4th the Americans entered the 'Eternal City' and
two days later the Allied Armies landed on the
Normandy beaches.

The 8th Army established its 'Winter Line' along
the River Senio, t h e northern side o f which
was strongly held by the Germans who fought
stubbornly over many days before withdrawing.
The road towards the Argenta Gap was now open.
On April 12th, 6th Bn. moved across the River
Senio to the Brigade concentration area near Lugo
and the following day moved to San Patrizio on the
Imola-Argenta road passing through the Argylls
towards their objective, the capture of Conselice.
With a squadron of Churchill tanks of 48th R J R
in support Conselice was captured after a tough
hand to hand battle.

The pursuit northward continued but the retreating
Germans still mounted a very stubborn defence,
strong opposition, and inflicted many casualties.
This being very evident in the Lake Trasimene
area.
Following a very welcome six weeks' rest in Egypt,
6th Bri. arrived at Cassoleone and was tasked with
an assault on a 900 foot feature called Casteliar°
which was taken with no opposition. From there
the Bn. was ordered t o relieve the Argylls a t
Acqua Salata, but the approach track had to be
first cleared of glass mines which was achieved
single handedly by Sgt. Waterhouse. The whole
of the Acqua Salata position was overlooked by
German OP's and the Bri. was shelled consistently
throughout the 23rd October so that re-supply
became very difficult taking eight hours under fire
instead of the usual 3 hours.

The Argenta Gap, a funnel of hard ground through
the flooded marshlands, w a s n o w b u t a f e w
miles ahead. 36 Brigade had been tasked with
passing through the Fossa Marina bridge-head
and advancing up Highway 16 and the capture
of Boccaleone. 6th Battalion, which was to be the
lead battalion left Conselice on 17th April for the
Forming Up Point and after heavy close quarter
fighting achieved their objective on 18th/19th with
the loss of five killed and fifteen wounded.
78th Division were now through the Argenta Gap
and on 21st April the battalion moved up to Chiusa
with the orders to capture Agascello which was
achieved by the evening of the 23rd April.

Lt. Col. Defrates, now in command of the Bn, was
ordered to push forward when possible to Monte
Verro which was soon captured by 'C' Company.
Over the next few days the Germans bombarded
Acqua Salata and the number of casualties rose
to twenty three killed and one hundred and seven
wounded in just 5 days.

This was the last of the many battles fought by
6th Bn., from France in 1940, North West Africa
in 1942, Sicily in 1943 to possibly the hardest
campaign of them all, Italy 1943 to 45. On May 2nd
1945, the unconditional surrender of the German
Armies in Italy was announced.

In early December the Brigade was ordered to
attack and capture Mount Maggiore (Point 448)
from their positions on Acqua Salata. O n the
night o f December 13th ' Z ' Company moved
down the slope and on to the saddle which led to
the Cammagio Ridge. On the way the mud was
thigh deep in places and during the ascent the
right forward platoon came under very heavy fire

The following is a list of decorations won by 6th
Bn. during the Italian campaign.
The Distinguished Service Order:
T/Lt. Col G. K. Defrates MC & Bar - Acqua Salata
NMajor S. Stewart MC - Boccaleone
27

S

p

r

i

n

g

2010

The Military Cross:
NCapt. P. Beale - Termoli
Lt. K. H. N. Cooke - Boccaleone
W011 F. M. Dixon - Periodic
I / Major T. Jarrett - Periodic
TiCapt. J. R. Nixon - Periodic.
TiMajor I. H. Roper - Cassino Castle.
Major D. J. Wakefield - Cassino Castle.
Bar to the Distinguished Conduct Medal:
Sgt. A. S. Obbard D.C.M., MM - Casone.
The Distinguished Conduct Medal:
WO 1 (RSM) W. J. Byrne - Cassino Castle.
W011 (CSM) L Groves - Conselice
Sgt. A. S. Obbard MM - Sangro
Bar to the Military Medal.

NSgt. S. G. P. Smith - Termoli
C.Q.M.S. W. G. T. Smith - Acqua Salata.
LiSgt. A. V. Statham - Boccaleone.
NCpl. F. R. Veron - Acqua Salata.
Sgt. A. L. Villette - Lake Trasimene.
Sgt. E. J. Waterhouse - Acqua Salata.
Pte. J. Wearne Vineyard Hill.
United States of America.
Distinguished Service Cross.
TiMajor S. Stewart MC
Silver Star Medal:
W011 (CSM) L Groves DCM.
TiMajor T. Jarrett MC

L/Cpl. W. F. Cull MM - Acqua Salata
The Military Medal:
L/Cpl. J. Andrews - Sangro.
Sgt. A. K. Brindley - Cassino Castle.
LiSgt. T. J. Brophy - Casoli
Pte. C. B. Coleman - Acqua Salata
NSgt. M. J. Crosby - Vineyard Hill
Pte. W. F. Cull - Lake Trasimene.

To conclude this short history o f 6th Bn. The
Queen's Own, it is appropriate to turn to the last
paragraph o f the Regimental History, a history
in which the gallant deeds o f this outstanding
battalion are recorded for all time:

Cpl. H. W. Dickenson - Lake Trasimene.
Pte. S. C. Dyer - Acqua Salata
Sgt. R. C. Dyke - Casino Castle.
Sgt. J. Demeans - Casoli.
NSgt. A. R. England - Lake Trasimene.
C.Q.M.S. A. J. Gilbert - Periodic
L/Cpl. W. A. Hunt - Montecilfone.
NCpl. A. Ingram - Casoli
Sgt. E G. Jones - Acqua Salata.
Sgt. R. A. Knight - Sangro.
LiSgt. A. J. R. Lambourne L a k e Trasimene.
Sgt. H. Lancelotte Periodic.
NSgt. T. R. Lee - Acqua Salata.
Sgt. E. R. J. Meade - Periodic.
L/Cpl. E. A. Mitchell - Frosinone
NSgt. C. F. Norman - Cassino Castle.
LiSgt. A. O'Flynn - Ripi.
Cpl. J. J. Pickford - Sangro.
L/Cpl. W. H. Sharp - Boccaleone.
Pte. A. E. Shiplee - Cassino Castle.
Sgt. H. F. Sisley - Lake Trasimene
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Finally in March 1946, the Army Commander,
General Sir R. L. McCreery, presented American
decorations to two members of the battalion, on
their last Ceremonial Parade.
Thus ended the life of a battalion which in less
than seven years o f its existence had become
famous with the 78th (Battle Axe) Division a s
the spearhead of the British Army i n North West
Africa; the victors of Longstop Hill; the vital reserve
in Sicily; the first across the Sangro River; and the
leaders of the advance through the Argenta Gap.
On Saturday 17th October 2009, 12 veterans of
6th Battalion, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment gathered with family members for their
annual reunion.
Colonel Champion was the guest of honour and
together with Major Patrick Gwilliam, myself and
other guests, enjoyed a very special lunch.
We were privileged to be in such company.

6th Bn. QORWK Reunion lunch 2009
L to R: Mr. Rex Paine, Mr. J. Peach, Mr. A. Hunt, Mr. Len Jones M M „ Mr. E. Winsper, Mr. J. Maling,
Major 'Bill' Miskin MC, Mr. R. Lampard, Mr. N. Heritage, Mr. Ted Chappel, Mr. N. Keeble, Mr. E. Heaslewood

Joan L a m b o u m e ( S e c r e t a r y ) ,
Nigel Defrates (Treasurer) - s o n
of Colonel Defrates with Major Bill
Miskin MC (Chairman)

Alf Hunt (left) with Eric
Winsper

Gary Waterhouse, grandson o f
Ted Waterhouse MM, presenting
Joan Lambourne with a bouquet
to celebrate Joan's 80th birthday.
Joan i s t h e w i d o w o f J o h n
Lamboume who won the MM at
Lake Trasimene.

Colonel Champion talking
with Rex Paine
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Ernie Heaslewood with son
Robert and
grandson Daniel

Nobby Keeble with Mr. Heritage
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BOB (THE DOG) DM
6th Battalion The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment
1942-1945
Bob (The Dog) joined 6th Battalion The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment in Scotland in
1942 as a messenger dog for 'A' Company and
was looked after by C.Q.M.S. Cleggett.
Bob, a cross collie/labrador with black ears and
black " c a p " , l a n d e d
pp
with t h e battalion i n
North Africa and took
part i n e v e r y action
before m o v i n g w i t h
the battalion t o Sicily.
Although p e r f e c t l y
calm when under fire,
Bob's greatest dislike
was for flies.
In recognition f o r his
devotion t o duty and
courage under fire Bob
was awarded the Dickin Medal, the first dog to win
this prestigious award.
In her book, 'They also Serve' Dorothea St. Hill
Bourne writes: Great was the excitement when a cable from the
Mascot Club to Bob's unit, then serving in Italy,
told of the award. A special menu was ordered
in Bob's honour. Congratulations poured in, not
only from the men then serving with him, but also
from others in hospital and those who had been
transferred elsewhere. For Bob was considered
the "best pal" of his master, C.Q.M.S. R. Cleggett
and o f the whole company. I t is recorded in a
letter to the Club that Bob (who faced enemy
fire undaunted and stood up to the heat of an
African summer and the cold of an Italian winter)

was almost tired out with patting and praise, and
withdrew for a quiet nap on a blanket by Cleggett's
bed.
Bob was an old campaigner. He went out to North
Africa when almost a puppy straight from the War
Dogs' Training School. He did magnificent work
there patrolling and carrying messages. Many
lives were saved by his timely warnings. Here is
the story of the episode which won Bob's Dickin
Medal in January 1943, told in the words of his
owner:
"A patrol was sent out into enemy lines when we
were facing him on that well-known place called
Green Hill in North Africa. Bob went with them as a
message carrier. It was a very dark and cold night
and Bob, who is white, had to be camouflaged.
The patrol had some very hard places to overcome
on their job and were soon in the enemy lines.
Shortly after, Bob stopped and gave the warning
of near enemy. The patrol leader waited for a
period to try and find out how near he was. As he
could not hear anything he decided to go on; but
Bob would not move.
A member of the patrol told his leader that perhaps
Bob knew that the enemy was nearer than they
thought. How true that was became clear very
soon after, because a movement was seen only
a few yards away. So the patrol left for our lines
with some very good information. I think it was
Bob's warning that saved one or two members of
the patrol from being taken prisoner or perhaps
wounded, or indeed from being killed."
This story was confirmed by an officer of the unit,
who added:
"Bob, o u r company dog, has been a true and
faithful servant landing with our assault troops in
North Africa and taking his part in the Sicilian and
Italian campaigns."
Bob's medal was sent out to be presented to him
in Italy. With it went a certificate which read: "This is to certify that Bob has been awarded the
Dickin Medal for gallantry, for constant devotion to
duty with special mention of patrol work at Green
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the Dickin Medal the Club would be responsible
for all quarantine fees and would have a kennel
reserved at Hackbridge for the hero.

Hill, North Africa, while serving with the Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment."
As his company was involved in almost continuous
fighting the presentation ceremony never took
place.

V.E. Day found Bob and Cleggett in Austria and a
letter dated May 17, 1945, said:
"In your last letter you said the news was very
good. Well the news today is even better because
the war is over with our big enemy. But we still
have a lot of work to do. Bob D.M. is still in the
very best of health and likes his well-earned rest.
He is very proud of the collar he wears because
he has two ribbons on it — the Dickin Medal the
greatest honour he has, and the Africa Star. What
is more he is the only dog in the Army serving out
here to be in possession of two ribbons.

When the North African campaign ended, Bob
still kept in training, but, like everyone else, he
felt the terrific heat. H e was, however, always
ready for his work. He helped C.Q.M.S. Cleggett
by guarding the stores ("thereby giving us much
rest") and carrying messages. A message sent
by Bob could always be depended on to reach
the Quartermaster more quickly than by human
channels.
In a letter dated May 22, 1944, Cleggett wrote
from Italy to say how proud the unit was of Bob's
medal and certificate, and went on:

"I gave him a bath yesterday and he looks very
nice. But he won't allow any of the Germans to pat
him. In fact he shows a marked dislike to them."

"Bob did get over the very cold weather O.K. Now
he is doing very well in the heat of Italy. I myself
feel very hot wearing shorts and shirt so you can
guess how hard it is for Bob to keep cool. At least
do my very best for him during the day; and at
nights I put him under a fly net.

C.Q.M.S. Cleggeft, who was expecting soon to
be demobilised, was very anxious to bring Bob
back to England with him. Letters and cables
were sent by the Mascot Club to everyone likely
to help, and Cleggeft was kept informed of what
was happening.

"I might add, that I don't think any dog has ever
been under a barrage of guns as he has and not
one blink of an eye. Believe me he is a dog of the
ages."

At last after much official correspondence i t
seemed that everything was settled. Although
Cleggett was not allowed to take Bob with him
when he left for home, it was arranged that Bob
should stay among his friends in the regiment until
the day he could be sent home in the care of the
Royal Army Veterinary Corps.

Bob took an active part in every pleasure which
came Cleggett's way. A letter from Italy i n
December 1944 said:
"We all hope and pray that the next Christmas
will be spent in peace and, of course, in dear old
England. Bob and I spent a quiet time and had
some good weather. Of course it was very cold in
the snow that has come, but Bob had his coat so I
think he kept warm and dry"

On the eve of his departure Cleggett wrote:
"I feel I must write and tell you that I shall have to
come away from Austria without Bob, D.M.
"I don't know what will happen to him because he
has been with me now nearly three years and has
never been parted from me. Troops will still come
home on leave but it is difficult to ask them to bring
Bob with them because they have no idea of Bob
and his ways, and he might get lost."

The coat referred to was one made by Cleggett
out of an old battledress blouse. It was cut like that
of a racing greyhound and bore Bob's rank and
decorations, with the names of the countries in
which he had served. Cleggett was careful to see
that Bob always wore it in cold weather to guard
against the chills after the extreme heat of Africa.

At last in February 1946 the War Office wrote to
Cleggeft saying Bob might be expected shortly as
he was starting on his journey home. Cleggett was
counting the days until he knew his dog friend was
safely back in this country, for although six months
quarantine separation lay ahead, he knew it would
be the last stage before they were reunited,

Early in 1945 Cleggett began to think of returning
to England and, wishing t o take n o chances,
asked for particulars o f the special terms and
arrangements made for Mascot Club members.
He was told that as Bob was the first dog to win
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Then came a blow. As Cleggett had feared, Bob
did not take kindly to strangers. At Milan Station
—when he was on his way home — he managed
to break his collar, and disappeared into the blue.
Every effort was made both by the War Office
and the Mascot Club to trace the missing dog.
His description w a s circulated a n d broadcast
throughout Italy and his story was published in the
press.
No trace has ever been discovered of Bob, but his
medal was presented to his owner in 1947.
Over a great many years several dogs have
served with or befriended the OORWK's here are
some of them:
'Rags' 1 RWK
served in France & Flanders
1915-1918

'Duck' 1 RWK
served in Egypt & Sudan
1884-1886
•
'Invicta' 1 1 RWK
served at Home
1915-1916

twit
10

co

•4 i f f•)
•
'Lion' 2/5 RWK
served at Home
1915-1917
(Editor's note: I a m grateful t o the C)ORWK
Museum a n d Chris Jupp f o r their assistance
in preparing this article and for permission t o
reproduce the photographs.)

'Pokeno' 5 0 t h
served in New Zealand
1863-1866
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LAST POST
HENRY JAMES 'GINGER' HOWLAND.

FREDERICK (FRED) WILLIAM GEORGE
BOLT

(The following obituary was first printed in Kentish
Gazette on August 27th 2009.)

(Fred w a s born on 31st
January 1920 and passed
away on 25th July 2009 in
his 90th year. The following
is t h e eulogy given b y
his d a u g h t e r C h r i s t i n e
and son Kevin a t Fred's
funeral h e l d a t P u t n e y
Vale Crematorium on 3rd
August.)

Tributes have been paid t o Faversham w a r
veteran and author Jim 'Ginger' Howland, who
has died aged 90.
During his long and eventful life Ginger wrote
seven books relating his time with 4thi5th Buffs
and as a prisoner of war in Poland.
He joined up in 1039 and was captured during the
battle at Doullens, near Arras in France with 5th
Buffs. His books recall that time and the terrible
conditions under which POWs were kept.

Fred aged 18

Dad was the eldest of five
brothers, Ronald, Leslie,
Eric and Raymond. Unfortunately, Amelia, their
mother died after the birth of Raymond and he
shortly afterwards, so Fred, Ronnie and Lesley
were placed i n T h e Home f o r Little boys i n
Farningham, in Kent. This was a strict regime after
the freedom of the streets of Battersea, and the
stiff collars and two visits to church on Sunday,
were the deciding factor to - run away!!!

He had recently finished filming his memories for
a documentary program on the History Channel.
He recalled how he and five others, some injures
and all close to starvation had taken part in the
'Death Marches' from the POW camps in Poland.
He eventually reached Odessa and was evacuated
home. Members of the production team attended
the funeral.

However o n c e t h e y reached t h e i r h o m e i n
Battersea they were taken back to that Shaftesbury
home, by their father.

After the war, Ginger, worked for 25 years as an
insurance representative in the Whitstable area.
He was married t o Daphne for 52 years and
leaves a son Richard and daughter Julie. He has
a much loved father, granddad and great grandad
with five grandchildren, a great-grandaughter and
two step-grandchildren.

It was a natural progression i f in one o f these
homes to go into the Forces, so, in 1932, at the
age of 12, Dad became a boy soldier and sailed for
India on February 15th. 1935 aged 15. He spent
many years in the foothills of the Himalayas, never
returning to England going with his regiment. The
Buffs, to Palestine, Egypt, South America and the
Far East.

An immensely popular man, he was well known
in the area and his death brought an enormous
number of messages of sympathy to Daphne his
wife, Richard and Julie. Ginger who was born
in 1919 passed away in the Kent & Canterbury
Hospital and his funeral was held at Charing on
September 2nd.

It w a s i n Indo-China t h a t D a d developed
poliomyelitis, and being paralysed was sent home
for nursing care. It was in The Wilson Hospital,
Mitcham, that Fred met Peggy, who nursed him
constantly for 6 months; Dad said he fell in love
with her chubby upper arms and they married in
1944.

His son Richard said: 'Dad was such a huge
character, with the gift of making people happy.
After all that he went through in the war and
subsequently he never ever moaned and always
had a smile on his face. He loved to meet people
and to make them laugh.

Whilst i n t h e army abroad, D a d gained h i s
Higher Leaving Certificate, with a distinction in
Mathematics, so training to be a Quantity Surveyor
didn't pose too many problems, apart from one, he

He will be missed by so many.
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needed to be articled. As he wasn't, the 4 years
had been wasted and he had to go in another
direction, this time towards Accountancy. S o ,
whilst working at Bendon Valley, Tooting, during
the day, he studied at night.
He became an accountant for Mabbie Todd, an
American pen company, which bought the Biro
patent and it in turn was purchased by a French
man, Marcel Bich. Dad became Managing Director
and Company Chairman of Biro/Bic and a close
friend of Marcel.
None o f this could have happened, however,
without the love and support of Peggy, his wife who
spent many evenings alone whilst Dad studied in
the early days, and weeks on her own when he
travelled to America, Australia and New Zealand.
The saying 'behind every successful man is a good
woman' was certainly true, in this case. Actually, I
think Dad's study and travel were to get away from
his earlier role of reading the Fair Isle patterns to
my mother whilst she knitted.!
Dad was an exacting man, thorough in all that
he did, never expecting anyone to attempt a task
without trying it himself. When machines jammed
during the night shifts in the Park Royal or Theale
factories, Dad would always go back to the factory
to replace o r repair parts, o r mop the flooded
factory floor, which always happened in July, just
before the firm's monthly holiday!!!
Fred, was a generous man, never letting anyone
he knew, want. H e loved his brothers, Ronnie
and Eric and always tried to make sure they had
enough, particularly at Christmas.
Fred's friends were Peggy's friends and when she
died many of the friendships died too; but he was
always happy in the garden and used to say "you're
close to God when you're close to the soil"
He never stopped learning. A s a small child I
remember him making bricks and teaching himself
Calligraphy, mastering French and Italian, for he
already spoke Arabic, Hebrew and Hindustani. At
81 he became computer literate, teaching himself
from a book, and then moving on to the use of
internet banking. A t the age o f 86 he passed
GCSE German with an A* grade and this year in
May was mastering the art of bread-making.
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It has been lovely to hear from many of his former
colleagues and t h e words, respect, affection,
good, trustworthy, loyal, a gentleman, being
repeated over and over again.
But most o f all Fred, was a wonderful Father
to Kevin and myself, a loving grandfather t o
Gregory, Stuart and Lianne, and an adoring great
grandfather of William, Amber-Lily, Benjamin and
Ruby.
The only phrase which can describe him aptly is Zero to Hero.

DANIEL ALEXANDER SHEEHAN
1982-2009
Alan Wright, Chairman of Bromley Branch writes:
Last Post sounded f o r
our friend and colleague
Danny S h e e h a n o n
Thursday t h e 1 8 t h
June 2009, our sincere
condolences g o o u t t o
Marilyn and family. Danny
was put t o rest a t the
Barham Crematorium,
Kent, on Friday the 3rd
of July.
The funeral was very well attended b y family
and friends; the Chapel was full. which included
six members and three ladies from the Bromley
Branch and two members from the Bexleyheath
Branch o f the British Army Association, Derek
Turner BAA carried the Bromley Branch Standard
throughout the one and half hour service, Last Post
and Reveille were sounded by a Bugler from the
Royal British Legion, the service was conducted
by Father John Walker, there were many tributes
from members of the family.
Daniel Alexander Sheehan was born at Finsbury
Park on the 5th May 1932, he spent his childhood
in and around Camberwell and Brixton, London,
he was evacuated with his sister to Sussex when
war broke out. He joined the army at seventeen
and a half, becoming a regular soldier in the Royal
West Kent Regiment, he served in Malaya and
was frequently on escort duty. His love of music

led to him joining the Corps of Drums where his
sense of humour got him into trouble on more
than one occasion when he decided to 'Jazz Up'
certain traditional army music. On its return to
England the regiment was posted to Germany,
where Danny spent nearly a year, he finished his
army life in 1954.

Tony was not a great soccer fan, hence his interest
in Chelsea FC.
He received his call u p papers i n 1943 and
volunteered for the RAF as an air gunner, but was
mortified when he was turned down because he
was too tall. He came to The Queen's Own and
became a stretcher bearer.

A letter placed in an army magazine by Danny
looking f o r his o l d army friends brought him
once again in contact with the Royal West Kent
Regiment. He joined the Bromley Branch of the
Old Comrades Association, the monthly meetings
and social occasions with the wives and families
became part of his life, on the occasion o f the
VE Day Celebration Social at Maidstone Danny
dressed up as a nurse causing great hilarity, he
certainly looked the part.

He always maintained h e took this job ion a s
he had injured a colleague during rifle practice.
Really he wanted to help injured soldiers rather
than trying to hurt them.
He saw action in North Africa and Italy. He was in
the assault of Monte Cassino and was awarded
the Military Medal f o r saving soldiers from a
burning tank while under fire. He never forgave
King George for being away when he went to
Buckingham Palace to receive his medal! When
attending a wounded soldier he became a casualty
himself when he was shot in the leg, shattering his
right femur.

Danny worked as a continental lorry driver, he
was very proud of his HGV licence, by travelling
abroad he visited many places at the same time
working hard for his family which were his first
priority, he moved with his wife Marilyn and family
from Nunhead in South East London to Boughton
in Kent.

As a result of this wound he wound up in Harrow
Hospital where he met and fell in love with a
nurse. He and Brenda were married in 1948 and
bought a house in Croxley Green. Following his
retirement he devoted his time to his garden, and
just sitting in the sun, watching his grandchildren
grow up. He will be greatly missed by his family
and friends.

Illness became a major part of his life these past
25 years, but he never gave in to it, he kept strong
and battled on regardless with the strength of his
family behind him. Sadly Danny passed away on
the 18th of June 2009, as quoted by Marilyn "This
was one battle he could not win".

(Below is a copy of a letter sent to the Editor of the
Echo, from Ron Keeping.)

AW

It is with great sadness that I have to inform you of
the death of a good caring soldier after a very long
painful illness. His name is Tony Marchant, an ex
Stretcher Bearer of 1st BIT QORWK's.

ANTHONY JOHN MARCHANT MM:
(This obituary first appeared in the Echo)
Tony, a n e x member
of 1st Bn. The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent
Regiment passed away
on 2nd October 2009.

Tony helped me when I was wounded during the
battle of Monte Cassino. The first memory I had
of Tony w a s when I was wounded and he was
helping me back to the Regimental Aid Post. The
Germans had let off a six barrelled mortar and
as they exploded we counted them one by one.
The 5th one landed just in front of us and did not
explode, it just made a huge hole in the ground
- how lucky can one be.

Tony w a s b o r n i n
West London o n 8 t h
May 1923, a date that
coincided with the first
Cup Final played at the
new Wembley Stadium.

Many years later I was able to meet Tony again
and invited him to my home. We sat down and
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talked all about the war and so many memories
including that 5th mortar. We both felt at the time
that there was somebody watching over us. I have
always been grateful to Tony as he saved my life.
I do wish I had been with him to say goodbye to a
dear friend.

Science (RMCS) at Shrivenham where he earned
the distinction of ptsc. His particular interest and
focus was on weapons; apart from being a good
trainer/instructor h e w a s n o mean performer
leading shooting teams at Bisley and other small
arms meetings in BAOR and Hong Kong.

RK

Following R M C S h e s e r v e d i n w e a p o n s
appointments at RARDE and JWS Malaysia. He
was also 21c of the Brecon element of the School
of Infantry. He was promoted to Lt. Col. in March
1975 and subsequently served in technical staff
appointments in Northern Ireland, DOAE and EDE
Porton.

KEN CLARKE:
Ken passed away peacefully
in a n u r s i n g h o m e o n
the w e e k e n d o f 2 1 / 2 2
November. Ken was an ex
band boy who enlisted into
the Queen's O w n R o y a l
West Kent Regiment before
the war and fought at Dunkirk
where he was captured, He
spent 5 years as a POW in
Poland. He was a long standing member of the
Regimental Association and of the 62 Club. Ken's
funeral was held a t Holy Trinity Church Greys
Hill, Henley, Oxfordshire RG9 1SE on Friday 4th
December 2009 at 11 am.

SIR JOHN GRUGEON DL:
Sir John passed away on Sunday 22nd November
2009.

LT. COL. M. W. WARD:
LECol. West OBE writes:- Mike was born in Eastbourne
on August 22nd 1930 and w a s educated a t
Eastbourne College where h i s love o f sport
developed. He must have done well a t school
particularly in scientific subjects which formed an
important part of his subsequent Army career.
He was commissioned into The Buffs o n 9th
February 1951, and served with 1 Buffs in UK,
Egypt, BAOR and Aden, and with 1 Queen's Own
Buffs/2 Queen's in the UK and Hong Kong, as well
as at Depot The Buffs. He did exceptionally well
on his initial School of Infantry courses and as a
result served at the School as an instructor prior to
his selection to attend the Royal Military College of
Spring 20
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After retirement in August 1985, he was employed
as a Retired officer (R02) at HQ UKLF, mainly
concerned w i t h Defence o f K e y points a n d
Fighting in Built up Areas; his principle 'baby' was
the development of the village, for this purpose,
on Salisbury Plain.
In his semi retirement he was able to indulge in
his love of cricket, as a member of Sussex Cricket
Club, as a very knowledgeable spectator. He was
also no mean golfer and played to a high standard
regularly until his illness put paid to competitive
activity.
The unmarrieds in 1 Buffs in 1951 re-introduced
the Batchelors' Cup, in which Mike was the ultimate
survivor/winner as others married or left the army
or both. He subsequently married Heather Friend
on 6th August 1960 and had two children, Lucy &
Jonathan.
As an individual he presented a somewhat dour
personality, maybe partly due to less than acute
hearing because of his constant familiarity with
weapons, but this concealed a friendly person with
a good if disguised sense of humour. His nature
was not to play things off the cuff, everything he
did had to be planned and in good order, which
tended to made him appear slightly ponderous,
but this thoroughness and attention to detail made
him a highly successful technical staff officer. As
a footnote, whilst in Aden, with all companies
deployed and the Band on Camp Guard, he was
the only officer not committed to internal security
duties, when a request came for a detachment to
be deployed to an American ship moored off Aden
where there had been a mutiny and probable
murder.

Mike was most upset to be tasked to lead this
detachment drawn f r o m Officers' M e s s staff
and the Orderly Room. H e felt that there was
inadequate briefing, he had no time to make sure
his men were properly trained and equipped, and
he himself was dressed suitably for doing the audit
of accounts, not for deployment in an ill defined
security operation. He was not a happy officer but
once deployed he earned plaudits for his tactful
and effective solution to the problem.

FREDERICK (FRED) FRANCIS-SMITH:
Fred was an ex Buff and member of
Hythe & Folkestone Branch passed
away on 27th October 2009.

CW

FRANK MCMURCHIE:
Frank, a veteran of the last war,
passed away in 2009, his 100 th
year.

Lt. COLONEL D. WOOLSTENCROFT:
Derek p a s s e d a w a y o n 7 t h
November. H e served in RWK
(incl. Malaya), Q u e e n ' s O w n
Buffs and was Bn 21c to Lt. Col
Jack Fletcher and to Lt. Col. Mike
Reynolds in 2 QUEEN'S. He died
in Sydney, Australia, where h e
lived with his wife, Betty, after a
long and extremely heroic battle with cancer.

He enlisted in 1934 and served
with 2nd Bn The Queen's Own,
in Palestine, Malta and finally on
Leros where h e was captured.
Frank was a man of slight build but what he lacked
in physical stature he more than made up for with
his bubbly personality and his generosity. H e
was a gentleman through and through and it was
privilege to have known him.
PW

BILL PLEDGER:
Bill, who served in The Buffs during
the Second World War, passed
away on 1st October 2009.

MR. A. A. DUNCANSON:
ex QORWK, has passed away in Canada where
he had lived form a number of years.

Captured a t Doullens during the
gallant stand o f 5 Buffs against
two German Armoured divisions
in 1940, Bill spent 5 years as a
prisoner of war in Poland. Eventually repatriated
through Russia and the port of Odessa. Bill became
a life long member of Sittingbourne Branch and a
staunch supporter of the Regimental Association.

ALF ROBSON:
A member o f Canterbury Branch a n d a n e x
member of The Queenns Regt has passed away.

FREDERICK 'FRED' GRAY:

REVEREND BERNARD FOULGER:

'

W

1

p' obs' .,'11

lititith;

Fred, a veteran of the defence of Dunkirk with 4th
Bn The Buffs was captured at St. Valery in 1940
and spent 5 years as a PoW in Thorn, passed
away on Christmas Eve.

Bernard, Chaplain t o Sittingbourne
Branch and to many other ex service
organisations i n Sittingbourne a n d
the Medway area, passed away on
29th November.

-\--1 1.1
1
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DEREK JOHNSON:
Derek who served in the Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regt from 1955-1958 passed away on
5th November 2009.

THOMAS REYNELL:
(Brian Tresadem writes): Tom Reynell, who has
passed away in his 93rd year, joined the 20th
London Regiment, o f the Royal West Kent's at
Blackheath in 1934, and was re-badged Royal
Engineer's in 1936/39, again re-badged Royal
Artillery, and was posted to France with the BEF,
Tom was a t Dunkirk and was told to hold his
defensive perimeter position at all costs and was
given 5 rounds of ammunition with which to play
his part in the defence of the Port.
He was taken prisoner and marched away to a
POW camp in Germany and Poland. Near the end
of the war, with the Russians closing in on them,
the camp was marched in snow, fog and freezing
temperatures to the west heading for Germany.
One day, w i t h t h e Russians a n d Americans
nearby, he escaped to the US lines, and was sent
back to the UK. A f t e r his de-mob he went into
the Metropolitan Police, but stayed with the Royal
West Kent's as an Association Member, and was
the Standard Bearer for many years, handing over
the Standard to the Chairman only 3 years ago.
The Standard was on display by his coffin at the
Salute when the Last Post was sounded.
Tom will be greatly missed by all his friends.
BT

ALFRED ERNEST FREEMAN:
Alf Freeman h a s passed away aged 89. A l f
enlisted in The Buffs in 1938 and served in 2nd Bn.
The Buffs during the retreat to Dunkirk, where as
a machine gunner he was involved in the defence
of the port. Eventually he and two others, one of
which was wounded, made their way through the
sand dunes. Laying up they heard a voice asking
if any one would like a cup of tea, it was naval
rating who with a party had just rowed ashore to
pick any of the rear party. Alf and his companions
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declined the offer of tea but gratefully accepted a
lift to a warship waiting offshore. These three were
some of the very last to be taken off the Dunkirk
beaches.
Later Alf served in North Africa and after El Alamein
transferred into the Long Range Desert Group
and subsequently into 1 SAS where he served
under David Stirling and took part in the invasions
of Sicily and Italy. The unit was subsequently
returned to the UK prior to 'D' Day, landing on
Gold Beach.
During the war Alf married Gladys, they had know
each other from teenage years, they were married
for over 68 years.
After the war Alf worked with the War Graves
Commission until the War Office discovered that
he had time to serve still on the reserve and he
finished up serving in Korea for a further 2 years.
Alf was instrumental in setting up the Potters Bar
detachment of the A.C.F. in which he served for
a considerable time. His two sons Michael and
David continued that association and were both
commissioned into the ACE.
In later years A l f became t h e Secretary and
Treasurer o f the Hemel Hempstead branch o f
the Dunkirk Veterans and only relinquished that
responsibility in 2009.

'D' Day
'Caviare to the General'.
A chronicle written by the late Captain Harry Bailey, Regimental Intelligence Officer.

141st Regt. Royal Armoured Corps. (The Buffs)
(Editor's Note: T h e Buffs, R o y a l E a s t K e n t
Regiment, was one of several infantry regiments
which had one o r more battalions converted to
tanks in 1941. 7th Battalion The Buffs became
known as 141 Regiment Royal Armoured Corps
(The Buffs).

Between 22nd and 24th June, t h e remainder
of the Regiment landed i n France, 'A' & 'B'
Squadrons, concentrating in St. GABRIEL. That
brisk rotundity, that mighty bluster atom, Major
Dan Duffy, was once again in full control of 'C'
Squadron-moustache all ready at the curl for any
chance of action. 'C' Squadron was concentrated
at SOMMERVIEU and moved to JUAY MONDAYE

As a Churchill tank regiment in 31st Army Tank
Brigade in February 1944 they were selected as
the first to convert to operate Crocodile flamethrowers.

under command o f 30 Corps. I t was not long
before the future of the regiment became clear.
On 24th June, 'A' Squadron with the Napoleonic
and sombre Cooper as its 'Marshall' was placed
under command of 8 Corps. On the same day 'B'
Squadron, under buccaneering Major Spearpoint's
command were allotted to 1 Corps and moved to
the area of CROSSERONS on the 27th.

They continued to wear the Buffs Dragon capbadge and two Troops landed on the Normandy
Beaches o n ' D ' Day the remainder following
shortly after. During the landing and the break-out
from Normandy 141 Regt suffered 117 casualties
from an overall strength of 600, 285 of which were
the tank crews who suffered the most.)

The regiment was thus spread along the whole of
the Second Army Front. This enforced separation
was a great disappointment to the Regiment which
for four years h a d trained and lived together for
the moment when it would go into action against
the German Army as a single, well trained and
homogenous body, 141 RAC, the Tank Battalion
of The Buffs.

So ended the adventure of the 'D' Day boys, but
not the consequences. The two Troops had done
well, extremely well. But force of circumstances
had meant that 'Flame' our primary role and
weapon, had been used on only two occasions
only. We were to suffer from their success and the
many false lessons drawn; the idea for example,
that flame would automatically a n d o f itself
produce capitulation or flight - against seasoned
troops prepared for our coming- this was not to
be the case. It is said that in the last war the tanks
sold their birthright because they were not initially
launched large numbers.

No-one w a s m o r e disappointed t h a n t h e
Commanding Officer. Nevertheless this was the
situation and it had to be cheerfully faced.
There thus began a period of learning the hard
way, a costly series of penny packet experiments
over which the Regiment could have little or no
control. During this time the C.O. careering over
the whole front at a frightful pace, covered many
hundreds of miles in his efforts to be in at every
action so that the hard principles from our battle
experience could b e extracted and hammered
home to every possible arm with which we came
into contact.

Circumstances such as production, the lateness
of our coming and the prior allocation of shipping,
all these and many more factors, meant the
Crocodiles sold their birthright too. Nine days
of highly unorthodox fighting cannot help but
establish habits and precedents which, although
possibly correct and successful in the scattered
and confused fighting before the German reserves
arrived, do not work against Panzer Divisions with
plenty of 88 mm's & 75 mm's, Panthers and even
Tigers.

Many times he was unable to be present at the
planning stage and unable to rescue his troops
from the whims o f those who, one minute had
never seen a Crocodile and the next minute
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were professing encyclopaedists on the weapon.
Nevertheless, from many small and costly actions,
the necessary data was gathered, both positive
and negative with which t o buttress o u r old
contentions, build up new ones and finally present
a simple basic Crocodile doctrine t o higher
command.

turned their 25 pounders on it at point-blank range,
and still they fired. Captain Storrar, the gangly
Forfar Scot, always a tower of strength, flamed
the hedgerows and still they fired. Finally the 2ic
of 7 R.T.R., Major Fleming (later killed by a sniper
himself) took out the Recce Troop of 7 R.T.R. and
rounded up some forty young Nazis.

The Regimental pool of experience over a wide
front soon produced tactical unanimity amongst
the Crocodile Commanders themselves.

Always it was snipers and God knows they took
their toll. Yet, i n e ff e c t , i t was nothing more
than the professed German tactics of a strongpoint fighting on, long after the attacking troops
had passed by. To walk the streets o f London
in the nude is to feel fully clothed as compared
to standing on a tank manoeuvring an unwieldy
jerrican and presenting-your posterior to a host
of aggressive German snipers. Away over on the
left, Captain Strachan had become more intimate
with the battle. Quite early he was given the job of
helping the 6th Royal Scots Fusiliers of 44 Brigade
to clear St. MAUVIEU.

'A' Squadron set the bail rolling under command of
31 Tank Brigade for operation "Epsom", objectives
LA GAULLE, CHEUX, and the bridges over the
OBEN. The Squadron split into two efforts, Major
Cooper o n t h e right under 7 R.T.R. through
CHEUX with three Troops and Captain Strachan,
a Scot from Elgin, with 4 and 5 Troops on the left
under 9 R.T.R. I n both cases the Crocodile role
was to tag along with the reserve Squadrons for
use as and when required.
The annals of the CHEUX battle on 26th June will
no doubt be chronicled elsewhere - it was a sunny
day, and an amazing sight. On the right Cooper's
party were not used, but keeping well up in their
eagerness managed a grandstand view and
some shooting. At one moment the C.O. (allowed
into the battle a s a spectator) found himself
behind two leading troops of the 7 R.T.R. From
the high ground north of CHEUX, the village was
plainly visible but what was happening there, only
Heaven knew. The C.O. lazily potted at a Panther
way over in the HANT DU BOIS. Sgt. Wheatcroft
took in three 88 mm shots through the engine
and was, not unnaturally, put out of action with no
injury to the crew.
Hours after schedule, CHEUX was "declared"
taken (in actual fact four days later snipers were
still being cleared away) and Crocodiles and tank
rallied just north o f the main road LA GAULLE
-FONTENAY LAS POSNEL. It was as if the whole
Infantry Division had walked into CHEUX without
touching a single thing.
In this hollow was arrayed a most imposing mass of
Shermans waiting to go through, and artillery and
transport of every kind and right in the middle of it
all from the Bocage hedges and ditches German
snipers were potting away in all directions. One
field was an obvious stronghold and the artillery
Spring 2010
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For a time everything went well, flaming t h e
houses one by one and producing most gratifying
reactions from the Germans inside. All through
that night the fires of St. MAUVIEU w e r e to be
a landmark. But one strong-point jiggered the
contract - a large house and courtyard surrounded
by walls, shrubs and trees. Basically this was a
problem of getting flame tanks to within 80 yards
of their target.
There was only room for one tank to flame whilst
the rest covered him with fire. A t this precise
moment Lieut. Harvey had shed a track in trying
to get access to the courtyard, the Infantry had
disappeared into the undergrowth and Captain
Strachan was ranging around pumping 95 mm into
the houses and bushes. As the C.O. leaned out of
his turret to have a word with Strachan a runner
came up:- "They've got the company commander
now, and that's about the last of us"
It was patent that without Infantry the strongpoint could not be cleared and the rest of the day
Captain Strachan spent in trying to find infantry
to help him do the job and extricate Harvey. Each
time he succeeded in this and made a plan the
Infantry were whisked away and a new battalion
relieved them.. Finally the Wiltshires moved in
and a company attack was promised for the next
morning with mortars and artillery, but nothing
could be done that night.

By now it was almost dark and the Germans had
slipped back in strength all around the strongpoint-there was nothing else to do but move the
Crocodiles to a laager. In the morning the attack
went in with complete success but of Harvey and
his crew there was not the slightest sign, O u r
casualties were these 5 plus L/C Rogers, sniped
on his tank,

On 6th. July 'A' Sqn. moved to BRONAY from where
on the 9th. July they moved up to an assembly area
for Operation "JUPITER" - objectives ESQUAY
and MALTOT I n this operation N o . 3 Troop
Lieut. Tonbridge, a Kent photographer and a fine
young officer, under Captain Storrar in support
of the Somerset Light Infantry, and supported by
7 R.T.R. flamed hedgerows and dugouts at :he
since well known Point 112. Smoke to date had
been remarkable for it's absence, but in this case
an excellent screen was laid by the two command
tanks assisted by 7 R.T.R. and it is the considered
opinion of this Regiment that smoke is a major
weapon both for attack and escape.

These were the days when you stood quite calmly
chatting to someone and turned around to find
him dead. The air fairly buzzed with vicious little
cracks.
Still under command o f 31 Ta n k Brigade f o r
Operation "Epsom" , 'A' Squadron continued to
operate from a forward base north of CHEUX daily,
providing a quota of Crocodiles to the 7 R.T.R.
and 9 R.T.R. in their swoops south o f CHEUX
towards the River °den. Their job was to follow
the advancd ready for action should a suitable role
occur. In actual fact it did not. Nevertheless this
continual activity did impose a considerable strain
in regard to maintenance, (especially the special
equipment) and lack of sleep, and it soon became
obvious that such allocation could not continue
indefinitely.

Judging from the badly shaken prisoners of war
and the great impression on our own Infantry,
this was a very successful show indeed. The
prevalent tendency of the Infantry to stand back
and admire the Crocodile at full belch, showed
itself here, and Captain Storrar with justifiable
irritation had to climb out of his tank and lead them
through the flame into the enemy position while
their heads were still down. It is here first shown
that the effect of flame on an enemy well dug in is
a shock one, and Infantry must follow up fast to
obtain the advantage. Owing to previous shelling,
the number killed by flame could not be properly
estimated.

The monotony of this procedure was occasionally
relieved for the command tanks, moving along
with squadron HQ's, in an occasional brush with
the enemy armour. In this way Captain Storrar
proudly claimed one seventh of a Panther south
of CHEUX, which gave up the ghost and crew on
the simultaneous impact of seven shots.

We suffered no casualties in this action apart from
two wounded (mortar casualties) in the forward
rally. On the next day 'A' Squadron were moved
to MOLJEN where for two days they were under
constant enemy artillery and mortar fire until
permission was granted t o move further back
on 15th. July 44. This was not the first time that
Crocodiles were to be kept needlessly exposed
too far forward.

Strolling through the villages a little later, Captain
Storrar, this worthy gentleman, was little staggered
and morethan pleased atfinding himself receptionist
to the crews o f three other Panthers brewed
up by 10 H. L. I, who were co-operating in this
action. Needless to say he dealt with the situation
with native aplomb. But of course it was never
safe to go around with Storrar. On one occasion
whilst holding a dismounted conference with
Major Howard Jones of the 7 R.T.R. a particularly
heavy "stonk" began t o arrive. Without undue
deliberation they both took refuge underneath a
tank, to their horror and disgust at the very peak
of everything, the tank moved gently off. There is
we believe a risque French story somewhat to the
same effect.

Meanwhile Major Cooper, on the left, emphatically
resisted various insensitive and wild suggestions
for the remaining two troops to be dispatched to
their valueless destruction in MALTOT where the
9 R.T.R. had lost tanks at a rapid rate to dug in
Tigers and Panthers. They would have been but
Grist to the enemy's mill.
Meanwhile from CRESSERONS ' B ' Squadron
were getting their hand in too. First in was the ill
fated 8 troop assigned to help the E.Yorks into
CHATEAU LE LANDELL. "Gentlemen a balls-up".
It was better to draw a veil. In a gallant but futile
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effort to save the situation young Lieut. Brooke at
point blank range ran onto a 75 mm Pak 40 prettily
concealed behind an ornamental grille in a wall.
The tank brewed up and both he and the gunner
lost their lives. The Sergeant's turret jammed and
in the end both he and the Corporal were driven
back by Anti-tank gun fire, having accomplished
precisely nothing at all. Two troops in a frontal
attack might well have pulled it off. But young
Brooke was dead to prove that an assault must
have a clear and simple plan with simple signals
and infantry who are fresh and free to plan. The
more Crocodiles the merrier-there was no doubt
about that.
On 1 s t . J u l y 4 4 , ' B ' Squadron m o v e d u p
from C R E S S E R O N S t o B R E T T E V I L L E
L'ORGUELLEUSE for Operation "Ottawa" under
command o f 2 Canadian Armoured Brigade in
support of 9 Canadian Infantry Brigade- objective
CARPIQUET and aerodrome. This Canadian tieup of course delighted Captain Ryle, mindful of
many a delightful bibulous hour. At 0600 hrs. 3rd.
July, the Squadron moved up to start line "in reserve
for use as required", but divided and allotted to
the North Shore Regiment. T h e Regiment d e
Chaudiou and the Royal Winnipeg Rifles, 6 Troop
under (Lieut. Henderson) with one tank, started the
ball rolling by flaming two underground defences
for the Regiment de Chaudiou, a small action with
no casualties.
Next 9 troop (Lieut. Sander) with two tanks well and
truly flamed a pillbox for the Royal Winnipeg Rifles
using H.E. and Besa full tilt as well and sublimely
ignorant of an enemy 88 mm reposing behind
the hanger in which the pillbox was situated. As
the infantry did not come in the results were not
known, but at least it was a lovely sight. On the
left 7 troop (Lieut. Beck) then went into action
flaming trenches and dugouts in the quarry north
of the railway. Lieut, Beck unfortunately went right
into the quarry and could not then extricate his
tank. An armour piercing shot pierced the link and
set the trailer on fire, whereupon the crew were
evacuated from the tank by another tank from the
troop. Casualties- one Officer (Lieut Beck) and
a gunner badly burned, at this point the real fun
started.
A large number of Germans ,overlooked by our
infantry in the advance, sprang to life from their
trenches and attempted t o climb on the tanks
Spring 2010

4

2

and trailers. A hectic session ensued, under the
auspices of Captain Ryle with 7, 6 and 10 Troops
called in one by one to assist. The enemy were
so close that the turrets sometimes could not be
rotated quickly enough. Nevertheless Besa fire
accounted for about 25 of these and a round of 95
mm H.E. fired by the infuriated Captain Ryle at 10
yards range when his Besa jammed (Order on the
A set- "Give the bastards the XXXXXXX 95") most
definitely accounted for two more.
Captain Ryle appealed strongly for infantry, one
company would have seen the whole position
cleared up, but none were available. As it was the
position remained as a nuisance German pocket
for some time after the fall of CARPIQUET village.
The salient feature from our point of view in the
whole of the day's fighting was the absence of a
close tie up with the infantry, the non-availability
of the infantry and this lack of positive dividends
from the use of flame. Not forgetting the peculiar
effect of a hundred rounds of Besa on a German
hide-Captain Ryle was most intrigued.
The squadron harboured the night at NORREYEN-BESSIN and was released next morning from
the operation, returning to CRESSERONS but not
for long.
On the 6 t h . July 44, 10 Troop (Lieut Mason)
under Lieut. Moss move off ready for Operation
"Charnwood" (objective-CAEN) under 3rd British
Division, the immediate objective in this Sector
being LEBISY. On the next day the remainder of
the Squadron moved out to its various assignments
on t h e same operation. N o . 6 Troop (Lieut.
Henderson) moved under Captain Ryle t o a n
assembly area between VIEUX CAIRON and LES
BUISSONS in support of 7th Canadian Brigade.
No. 8 Troop (Lieut. Beechey) under Captain Dean
moved to ANISY support of 176 Brigade. No. 9
Troop (Lieut. Sander) under Major Spearpoint,
moved to ANISY in support of 197 Brigade.
In every case the Crocodiles were to be in reserve
in case required. The Squadron thus found itself in
the impossible position of being split up over four
Brigades on three divisional fronts, (3rd British,
59th Division and 3rd Canadian). The tactical
and administrative drawbacks of this 'Piece meal'
allocation were to be proved next day.

Operation "Charnwood" began on 8th July 1944.
Nos. 6 and 1 0 Troops were not called upon
during the day and were ultimately released to
CRESSERONS having done nothing when they
might have been utilised in the central sector.
Early in the morning No. 8 Troop had moved
to a forming up point, No. 9 Troop to VILLONS
[ES MASSON& That morning the S. Staffs took
heavy casualties from a very strong trench system
about 300-400 yds., running west of LA BIJUDE
and south of CAMBES.

rushed into action. The flaming was magnificentnever before had such a colossal "rod" appeared
as that which now issued forth from Lieut. Sander's
tank. H.15. and Besa and 75 mm liberally applied
also helped and this time the Infantry went on and
through the enemy position.
Shortly afterwards Captain Dean recovered Lieut
Beechey's tank and set out on foot with Sgt.
Rowe, who volunteered t o accompany him, t o
investigate and if possible recover Cpl. Hischion's
trailer with its precious secret fuel. Except for the
light from three burning tanks, which necessitated
them crawling, it was now completely dark. Then,
on answering a call from a wounded man, Captain
Dean released a n "S" mine and died shortly
afterwards.

It was seriously suggested that the position be
attacked by No. 8 Troop alone, supported by 16
infantry personnel. The wiser councils of Captain
Dean fortunately prevailed. He pointed out that the
position demanded at least an infantry battalion
and that the enemy Anti-Tank situation was most
dubious. Above all, to commit Crocodiles, without
adequate infantry to kill the enemy and occupy
the ground was merely to risk the Crocodiles to
no purpose whatsoever. It was an assertion o f
a very equal and necessary axiom "No InfantryNo Show" and his contention was most strongly
supported by the Commanding Officer, Lt. Col.
Herbert Waddell, who happened to arrive

In this way the Regiment lost perhaps its most
popular officer the bright, imperturbable, absurdly
humorous "L. 0". John Dean. For the first and last
time "Nippy Chips" was "off net." Before he died
Sgt. Rowe first attempted to lift him then went back
and brought up the tank. As the crew dismounted,
however, the silhouetted tank brought down such
a hail of mortars that Sgt. Rowe decided to take it
back and try another effort on foot. Lieut Beechey
now took charge of the party, which set off once
again and then he too, making his way towards a
wounded soldier, stepped on a mine and received
severe leg injuries.

By late evening the plan was finally worked out with
the Norfolks and 13/18 Hussars, and meantime
attempts were made by Major Spearpoint to have
No. 9 Troop released from 197 Brigade to assist
in the action. The action itself fell into two phases.
No. 8 Troop crossed the start line supported by
the fire o f 13/18 Hussars. Almost immediately
Cpl. Hischier lost a bogey assembly to a German
"Bazooka" and was then penetrated by a 75 mm
through the flame-gun ball mounting.

No Regimental Aid Post could be found nearby
but he himself, carried on a tank, directed the
crew with great fortitude t o a Regimental Aid
Post some miles back. H e died next day, a
brave officer. I f it accomplished nothing more
this unfortunate episode showed how vital it was
from an administrative point of view not to split
up a Squadron into small fragments, because we
cannot rely on the infantry to be able always to
deal with our casualties.

The tank "brewed up" with two killed and three
badly burned. Right from the start Lieut. Beechey
could only get unignited shots from his gun, and
shortly afterwards had his gearbox compartment
penetrated, which almost completely dislocated
his steering. Nevertheless, moving in wide circles,
he continued to give fire support and direct his
troop Sgt.

Released f r o m operation "Charnwood" t h e
Squadron moved back to CRESSERON where it
remained in luxurious torpor from the 9th to 16th
July.

Shortly afterwards the Sgt's pressure fell and
he came out of action. To crown everything the
infantry had not followed up the attack. At this
moment No. 8 Troop (Lt. Sander) tardily released
from its Brigade drove up on the scene. Without
any knowledge of the ground or plan the troop

Meanwhile w h a t o f " C " Squadron a n d t h e
redoubtable Duffy. For him perhaps it was the
most dissatisfying time of all. True, "C" Squadron
was to get a number of shows but almost without
exception these were small affairs o f very little
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account, a drain on men and equipment for little
gain either in tactical experience or profit to the
infantry. They were of course unfortunate in being
on the west where the country was just sheer hell
for tanks-ditches, banks and woods. How much
more so for the Crocodile with its delicate trailer.
Not once but many times was the trailer suspended
in mid-air as the Mk VII mounted a bank.
On the 1st. July "C" Squadron had moved to
CRISTOT under command of 49 Division. On the
next day Major Duffy was galvanised by the hint of
an action - bit it was merely a question of mopping
up for the 11 th Durham Light Infantry of small
German infiltrations in the RAU RAY area.
With No. 14 Troop Lieut Grundy coped in his quiet
slick way, flushing out some five or so snipers with
doses of flame liberally applied. No. 11 Troop had
also been brought up under Lieut Benzecry, a tall
Buff of Buffs, to assist the Tyneside Scottish in a
similar way.
As he swung onto the start line however, a solid
shot, which could only have come from a British
gun went straight through the front plate and the
tank went up in a sheet of flame. The driver and
Benzecry, both very badly burned, managed to
get out but for the rest there was no hope. It was
by this time becoming obvious how great were
the fire risks in a Crocodile. In an ordinary tank,
although penetrated, the greater number of the
crew will often escape unscathed. But the majority
of ours were and will be seriously burned, even if
they succeed in getting out.
On the 6th the Squadron moved to the area of LA
SENAUDIER, under command o f 50th Division
and in support o f 56 Brigade. B y the 8th the
elements of the Squadron were in position N.W. of
the BOIS DE ST GERMAINE. Major Duffy had a
magnificent flame force of two tanks in support of
the South Wales Borderers. Captain Hall with the
same, (13 Troop with Shearman once more in the
saddle) was in support of the 2nd Essex. A strange
coincidence this because the 2nd Essex had been
flamed in TILLY by the Bache and had suffered
very heavy casualties. One company commander
in fact had been so horrified that he refused to
utilise the Crocodiles, but another was very much
intent on giving back the same medicine but in
stronger dose.
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Here they spent two days and on four occasions
Shearman flamed up M. G. posts, killing quite a
number of Germans with flame and Besa, routing
others and 'persuading' some to take the line to
the Div PoW cage. It was in one of these small
actions, which broke u p a German Company
counter-attack that a wireless intercept was picked
up in which the German Company Commander
was appealing for help. "The "Flammenwerfer"
were here and if help did not come immediately
all was lost." T h e whole affair concluded with a
bang - a "Bazooka" on Shearman's mantlet which
temporarily stopped t h e engine, stopped t h e
wireless and jammed the gun.
The 11 th July once more found the Squadron split
up in small packets under command of 231 Brigade
for an attack on HOTTOT, 12 Troop in support of
2 Devons and 14 Troop in support of 1 Hamps.
Over on the left, under command of 10 D.L.I. of 70
Brigade, Lieut Wareing, the Cumberland Colossus
with 11 Troop had excellent armour support from
the Sherwood Rangers, and with Infantry coming
close in behind Wareing pulled off three small but
very satisfactory shows, flaming the edges of the
woods and bringing in a bag of 24 prisoners.
On the 231 Brigade front little progress was made.
So something "had got to b e done". And the
Crocodiles had better do it. So, as the shadows
lengthened over HOTTOT, the Crocodiles were
ordered to prance madly down the main street
'flaming all the way' in a demonstration as it were.
A strong protest naturally ensued. HOTTOT was
infested with enemy tanks. Crocodiles can flame
only straight ahead. And to what end if the infantry
did not intend to occupy the village? Who was
going to ensure that our secret fuel and gun did
not fall into enemy hands if the infantry did not
propose to occupy the village? 3 0 Corps upheld
the protest and subsequently issued a directive
on the use of Crocodiles. By such threads do the
lives of Crocodile equipment sometimes hang.

BEVIN BOYS
The story of the Bevin Boys miners has been
largely untold. T h e sterling efforts o f those
thousands of men who spent their war on the socalled 'underground front' went unrecognized for
almost half a century. So it's perhaps unsurprising
that few of us realise that Bevin Boys represented
10 per cent of male conscripts aged between 18
and 25 called up in the last two years of World
War Two.

refusal to comply with the direction resulted in a
heavy fine o r imprisonment under the wartime
Emergency Powers Act.
A great many of these young men would have
much preferred t o have served i n the Armed
Forces, but they were given no choice.
In April 1944 the Colliery Guardian reported that
135 ballotees had been prosecuted for failing to
comply with the direct labour order. Thirty two
went to prison, although 19 of them were released
when they eventually agreed to go into the mining
industry.

At t h e outbreak o f W a r w i t h Germany i n
September 1939, the British Government allowed
expellenced coal miners to be called up into the
armed services. Men were also allowed to transfer
from pit work to higher paid jobs in other reserved
occupations — at the time it was hoped that gaps
in the coal mining industries would be taken up by
the unemployed.

The ballots were suspended in May 1945, with
the last Bevin Boys being demobbed in 1948.
Unlike other conscripts, they had no right to go
back to their previous occupations, they received
no service medals, "demob" suit or even a letter
of thanks.

But by mid-1943, over 36,000 coal miners had left
the industry for service in the Armed Forces or for
better paid jobs leaving the coalmines in dire need
of 40,000 more miners.

Because the official records were destroyed in the
1950's, former Bevin Boy ballotees could not even
prove their service unless they have kept their
personal documents.

Despite asking service men and conscripts to opt
for this now reserved occupation, little impact was
made on the numbers needed. Coal production
slumped to dangerously low levels and by the end
of 1943 it was estimated that Britain had only 3
weeks supply of coal in reserve. A situation, that if
not rectified, could lead to inevitable defeat

In 1995, 50 years after Victory in Europe Day, the
British government finally recognized their service
to the war effort and former Bevin Boys are now
officially allowed to take part in the Remembrance
Day service at Whitehall.

In response, i n December 1943 Ernest Bevin
masterminded a scheme whereby a ballot took
place to put a proportion of conscripted men into
the mines instead of the armed services.

The Bevin Boys Association was formed in 1989
with a small membership of 32 in the Midlands
area. Today that membership has grown to over
2000 from a l l over the United Kingdom and
overseas.

48,000 Bevin Boys were conscripted for National
Service employment i n the mines; half being
selected by ballot without any choice to serve in a
preferred service and the remainder opted as an
alternative to serving in the forces.

Peter Turney, one of the Bevin Boys, is a much
valued member o f Canterbury Branch. Peter
served i n t h e Home Guard until h e was old
enough to enlist but instead of serving with The
Buffs he was one of those selected to serve in the
mines - the Coal Board's gain was the regiment's
loss. I n August 2005, Peter received a Certificate

The ballot consisted of a number being drawn from
a hat every month for 20 months. All men whose
National Service Registration Number ended
with that digit were directed into coal mining. Any
45

S

p

r

i

n

g

2010

topped vehicle, a relic of the 1939 — 45 war still in
use by the Egyptian army, and drove up the street
gun blazing causing the Gyppos to run.

of Service f r o m t h e Regimental Association
commemorating his wartime service.

Lastly when Intelligence Officer o f 3 Para i n
Cyprus a suitably disguised Mike drove a bus with
a surrendered and turned EOKA man around a
village to the house of every member of the gang.
As they arrived at their homes the surrendered
terrorist told them Grivas had a special job for
them so they should bring all their weapons and
ammunition and jump on.
This took some time as each man collected his
weapons and ammunition, while Mike who was
so dark he could easily pass for a Greek greeted
them with grins and kept quiet. When all were
loaded Mike drove off down the road that led past
the 3 Para camp. At the camp gate he slammed
on the brakes, pulled out his pistol and held up the
passengers whilst the bus was quickly surrounded
by a party of Paras lying in wait. As he spoke only
a few words of Greek it was a very audacious thing
to do, but typical of Mike. The full story is told in
The Unquiet Peace', a book by Maurice Tugwell
another RWK and Para officer.

Peter, receiving his Certificate of Service from
Deputy Lieutenants, Mrs. Patricia Shephard
MBE DL and Colonel Peter Bishop OBE DL
The Bevin Boys Association is trying to trace all
48,000 Bevin Boys who served in Britain's coal
mines during and after World War Two - 1943 to
1948.

One other story about Mike at the Staff College.

REFLECTIONS

The assembled College was being addressed
in the Alanbrook Hall by the Military Secretary,
the General responsible for officers' careers and
promotions. When he asked for any questions at
the end Mike stood up and said "Sir, can you tell
me why so many of the Directing Staff are either
from the Brigade of Guards or Greenjackets?"

by
Major Richard Neve MC.

With the sad passing of Mike Newall the regiment
lost a stalwart officer. H e w a s Mentioned i n
Dispatches three times.

You could almost hear the intake of breath from
the rows where they all sat and it did not go down
well. So much so his Colonel was reputed to have
said his first two jobs after leaving should be as
a Captain not Major (Grade 3 level, not Grade 2
in army parlance). He did go to a Grade 3 job as
GSO 3 Ops the Commando brigade where he did
very well. He was awarded the OBE for his work
as Garrison Commander in Belize.

The first time was in Malaya with me when he and
the lban tracker crept up on two terrorists working
on the crops in a clearing. He killed one and the
lban the other with single shots just as the Bren
gunner with me was about to open fire. That was
just one typical Mike incident in a long period of
operations in which he distinguished himself.
The second was at Suez in 1956 when he was
serving as machine gun officer in 3 Para. After they
had dropped on the airfield the advance into Port
Said was held up by some Egyptian resistance.
Mike mounted one of his MMGs into a captured
Bren gun carrier, a tracked lightly armoured open
Spring 2010

46

TURNING THE PAGE

The youngest soldier o n parade w i t h 1
PWRR 'Turning t h e P a g e ' p r i o r t o t h e
Freedom March in Canterbury on Saturday
18th July.

ilimme, F
Peter Tumey, escorted by Bob Cook, Jan Turney
and B r a n c h Chairman Harry Crooks, Turning the
Page on Tuesday 17th November.

Turning the Page & Wreath Laying Ceremony- Remembrance Day 2009.
(Wreaths were laid as under)
L to R: Bryan Dudman (Denmark Branch Standard), The Editor (QOR of Canada), Alf Baker (RN),
Harry Crooks (Queen's Own Buffs) Adrian Stuart (PWRR), Kenny Vine (The Buffs), Major Alan
Marchant (Queen's Regt), Brian Reynard, (The Kent Yeomanry), Sammy Supple
(Canterbury Branch Standard)
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Ray Cox with his daughters Sarah and Laura,
who raised over E320 for Help for Heroes at
the Canterbury Reunion.

At t h e a n n u a l Canterbury B r a n c h C a r o l
Concert, C o l o n e l Champion presented a n
inscribed vase to Arthur Healey MBE to mark
his retirement a s Director o f Music o f the
Invicta Band.

Tony Chessun and son Steve
at Thiepval memorial
Spring 2010
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Eric Deuters, veteran o f 2nd Bn The Buffs,
with Rolf Harris at the Summer Garden Party
at Buckingham Palace.

Len Jones, who won the MM with 6th Bn at
Acqua Salata, Italy i n 1944, a t the Garden
of Remembrance, Westminster A b b e y w i t h
Frankie Hills and Major Patrick Gwilliam.

Dhala 1958
Mounting a 106mm on a camel. The camel
was not impressed either

‘Gd, Day'.
Two Buffs from 'Down Under'
The PWRR Candle o f Remembrance
which w a s l i t f o r the f i r s t t i m e o n
Tuesday 17th November prior to the
Freedom March. It is located adjacent
to t h e B o o k o f Life i n Canterbury
Cathedral.

Lionel Dombret (left) who lives in Inverloch, Victoria with
Gwynn Felton who live in Charlestown, New South Wales.
By Aussie standards they are nearly neighbours, o n l y
1,162 kilometres apart.

The Winning Entry (Static Displays)
"War & Peace" Show at BeItring
7th (Service) Bn The Queen's Own
L/Cpl. Johnson Beharry VC at Tunbridge
Wells Freedom Parade

Living History Group
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment
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PEARL HARBOUR
7th December 1941
On Sunday, December 7th, 1941 the Japanese
launched a surprise attack against the U.S. Forces
stationed at Pearl Harbour, Hawaii.

U

S

S

Utah (AG-16) - Sunk.

USS California (BB-4 4) Sunk later raised

USS West Virginia (BB-48) Sunk later raised
By planning this attack on a Sunday, the Japanese
commander Admiral Nagumo, hoped t o catch U S S Nevada(BB-36) Beached to prevent sinking.
the entire fleet in port. As luck would have it, the
Aircraft Carriers and one of the Battleships were
not in port. (The USS Enterprise was returning

U S S

Pennsylvania (BB-38) Light damage.

U

S

S

Maryland (BB-46) -Light damage.

from W a k e Island, where it had Just delivered
some aircraft. The USS Lexington was ferrying
aircraft to Midway, and the USS Saratoga and

U

S

S

Tennessee (BB-43) Light damage.

C

r

u

i

USS Colorado were undergoing repairs in the
United States).

U S S

s

e

r

s

New Orleans (CA-32) Light Damage..

USS San Francisco (CA-38) Light Damage.
In spite o f the latest intelligence reports about
the missing aircraft carriers (his most important
targets), Admiral Nagumo decided to continue the
attack with his force of six carriers and 423 aircraft.

USS Detroit (CL-8) Light Damage.
U

H

Injured 1,178 (Incl. 35 civilians.
A

1

USS Arizona (BB-39) Sunk.
USS Oklahoma (BB-37) Sunk.
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Battleships
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S
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Honolulu (CL-48) Light Damage..
t

r

o

y

e

r

s

S

S

Cassin - (DD -372) Sunk.

USS Shaw (DD-373) Very heavy damage.
USS Helm (DD-388) Light Damage.
M

i

n

e

l

a

y

e

r

USS Ogala (CM-4) S u n k but later raised..
S

e

a

p

l

a

n

e

Tender

USS Curtiss (AV-4) - Severely damaged.
e

S

Killed 2,403 (Incl. 68 civilians

Ships:

U

U

R

U

Raleigh (CL-7) Heavily damaged.

USS Downes (DD-375) Sunk.

At 0753 hours the first wave consisting o f 40
Nakajima B5N2 'Kate' torpedo bombers, 51 Aichi
D3A1 'Val' dive bombers, 50 high altitude bombers
and 43 Zeros struck airfields and Pearl Harbour
Within the next hour, the second wave arrived and
continued the attack.

Casualties:

S

USS Helena (CL-50) Light Damage.

At a range of 230 miles north of Oahu, he launched
the first wave of a two-wave attack. Beginning
at 0600 hours his first wave consisted o f 183
fighters and torpedo bombers which struck at the
fleet in Pearl Harbour and the airfields in Hickam,
Kaneohe and Ewa. The second strike, launched
at 0715 hours, consisted o f 167 aircraft, which
again struck at the same targets.

When it was over, the U.S. Losses were:

S

p

a

S
a

r

S

S

r

c
8

i

r

Ship

Vestal (AR-4) - Severely damaged.
b

o

u

r

Tug

Sotoyomo (YT-9) - Sunk.but later raised.
r

a
8

f

t
Aircraft destroyed

The following photos h a v e b e e n circulating
recently and are of Pearl Harbour just after the
attack. They were taken b y a sailor on USS
Quapaw ( A M I D ) and were found this year, i n
the original Box Brownie camera in a foot locker.
Amazingly they have survived 68 years and are of
incredible quality.
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INFANTRY JUNIOR LEADERS BATTALION
Memorial Weekend 6thath June 2009
By Graham Fowler- Scots Guards
The Infantry Boys Battalion was formed in 1952
at Plummer Barracks Plymouth and relocated to
Park Hall Camp Oswestry in 1960 and reformed
as the Infantry Junior Leader Battalion under the
command o f Lieutenant Colonel Frank Coutts
KOSB, it remained in Oswestry until the raising of
the school age to 16 in 1975 when it then moved
to Shorncliffe and disbanded with Defence cuts in
1985.

the necessary funds to build a memorial for the
Infantry Boys Battalion and the Infantry Junior
Leader Battalion and that we should look forward
to a date in June 2009 to unveil the memorial at
the Battalion's spiritual home in Oswestry. As I
left the meeting I thought to myself what have I
committed to?
On the fund raising side we wrote to every Foot
Guards RHQs and Infantry Association and units
and corps that drew from the Infantry such as
Special Air Service, Small Arms School Corps and
the Army Air Corp.

The concept o f the battalion w a s a 7 term
programme modelled o n t h e 1960 and early
70s Royal Military Academy Sandhurst two year
course during the first year a mixture of recruit
training, education, adventurous training, a n d
the second year emphasis being placed on all
infantry skills so that by the time the 7th term was
complete a Junior Leader was capable of teaching
drill, skill at arms, map reading, signals, and tactics
up to platoon level and should have adequate
leadership training to lead an Infantry section on
joining his Battalion and would be academically
qualified up to the rank of Warrant Officer.

We also emailed or wrote to every single member
we had on our internet forum database of past
and present members of the Association asking
for a contribution some 8354 emails and over 600
letters. During the fund raising period which lasted
approximately 18 months we managed to raise
the money required for the cost of the memorial.
It was planned that the unveiling of the memorial
would be incorporated with a reunion weekend
which would start on the Friday with an Inter
Company Golf Match at the Gobowen Golf Club
and on the Saturday there would be a gathering at
the Oswestry Rugby Club (the old Officers Mess
at Park Hall Camp) followed by a formal memorial
dinner in the Oswestry Assembly Rooms on the
Saturday evening which used to be one of the
gymnasiums situated next to the Guards Company
accommodation. This was to be followed by the
Association exercising its right to march through
Oswestry on Sunday as the IJLB had been granted
the freedom of Oswestry to the Battalion back in
1971, followed by a drumhead service where the
memorial would be unveiled. Then there would be
a return to Barracks followed by a curry lunch and
beating the retreat.

The unit's impact o n the British Infantry was
profound. I n t h e 70s and 8 0 s a visit t o any
Sergeants Mess of any Infantry Battalion would
bring one into contact with many former Junior
Leaders from IJLB. Many of the Juniors went on
to achieve Commissioned rank.
There has been an IBB & IJLB Association for
over twenty years with a very active internet
forum www.ijlb.co.uk. In September 2007 I was
asked to form
a small s u b
committee a t
the A G M o f
the IBB & IJLB
Association
consisting
of t h e
Association
S e c r e t a r y,
Ken N i c o l
ex G o r d o n
Highlanders
and m y s e l f
Revd. Norman Setchell,
to r a i s e
blessing the memorial

We managed to obtain an Infantry band, the Prince
of Wales Division Band, through HO Land Forces.
The one problem left was who to command the
parade, we knew we would have at least 7 LE
Lieutenant Colonels, some 50+ LE Majors and
Captains and several hundred ex Warrant Officers
and senior ranks all with different Regimental
customs for our parade, so we approached the
Garrison Sergeant Major London District, Bill Mott,
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This, however, did not dampen our spirits on the
Friday night and the remainder of the weekend.

as it was felt his seniority and knowledge of many
of those taking part would ease the many rivalries
between some 50 different Regiments on parade
and what an excellent choice it was. The Garrison
Sergeant Major was a superb ambassador for
the Guards Division with many a participant
comparing him favourably with Jan Hooper and
Dusty Smith Coldstream Guards who were best
remembered the Drill Sergeant and Regimental
Sergeant Majors of the IJLB in the 60s and 705.

On the Saturday all members met u p a t the
Oswestry Rugby Club for a few hours in the
afternoon. We then met for the formal dinner that
night. A n excellent speech was given b y both
the Mayor of Oswestry and Sir Malcolm Ross
who gave an amusing speech giving us some
of his memories of Brigadier Frank Coutts and
his own period with the IJLB. Needless to say
once the dinner had finished tales of Z Company
Chirk Aquaduct, Snowdonia exercise pipeline,
Jan Hooper, Dusty Smith continued long into the
night.

Our guests of honour for the Saturday night Dinner
and Parade were to be the Mayor of Oswestry and
Brigadier Frank Coutts KOSB who was the first
Commanding Officer of the Battalion. However,
sadly, Brigadier Frank d i e d i n t h e October
2008.

On t h e Sunday morning w e rose with great
trepidation of the weather, i t was wet. After an
early morning walk through/talk through with the
Band Sergeant Major and the Garrison Sergeant
Major the heavens really opened. However, as we
formed up some 300 members of the Association
on the Guildhall Square prior to the march, the
rain eased and we could almost hear Jan Hooper
saying "The sun shines on the righteous" there
was no sun, so maybe he was right!!

We consequently asked Lt. Col. Sir Malcolm Ross
GCVO OBE Scots Guards to be our guest o f
honour. Not only was he a family friend of Brigadier
Frank and knew how strong the bond was between
Brigadier Frank and his Junior Leaders, Sir Malcolm
had also been the Company Commander of Guards
Company Oswestry in the early 70s.
As the memorial weekend drew closer we carried
out a series o f recces with the Town Clerk o f
Oswestry, the Garrison Sergeant Major and our
Padre, Norman Setchell. Norman h a d b e e n
an ex Junior Leader himself at Plymouth and
Oswestry enlisting in the Queen's Own Buffs and
who later was ordained in the Church of England
then re-inlisted into the Royal Army Chaplain's
Department. He then left the Army again in the late
80s and took up work as the Padre for a National
Health Trust. We are very lucky to have as our
Padre one of our own.

After 45 odd years the drill of the Association was
still impeccable and the response to the Garrison
Sergeant Major's words of command, crisp and
sharp.
The memorial service followed t h e traditional
remembrance s e r v i c e w i t h t h e Association
members re confirming the Oath o f Allegiance
taken on their Passing Out Parade all of those
years ago. Four wreaths were laid representing
the four Garrisons the Battalion had served in
and a two minute silence was held for all those
members of the IBB & IJLB who gave their lives
for this country.

The weekend of the event arrived with warnings
of heavy rain in the West of England and Wales.

It all went off well and we returned to Barracks
giving eyes left to our principal guests the Mayor
of Oswestry and Sir Malcolm Ross and this was
followed by the curry lunch back in the Assembly
Rooms in Park Hall Camp. However, the rain
defeated us and the beating of the retreat was
cancelled.
A memorable weekend thoroughly enjoyed b y
all. Any ex Junior Leader or member of staff who
would like to join the IJLB Association please
contact me on gfowler©blg.co.uk or Tel. 07778
354 188 or go to www.ijlb.co.uk.
The March Past
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THE REGIMENTAL REUNIONS 2010
CANTERBURY REUNION

MAIDSTONE REUNION

Sunday 1st August 2010

Sunday 12th September 2010

The Canterbury Service o f Remembrance a n d
Reunion (Buffs Sunday) will be held on Sunday 1st
August 2009.

This year the Maidstone Reunion will take o n
Sunday 12th September 2009 and will commence
in Brenchley Gardens at 10.30 hrs., with "Fall In"
followed by an inspection and the laying of wreaths
at the War Memorial.
•
The parade will then move off to All Saints Church,
where there will be a formal service and Act of
Remembrance and Turning o f the Pages in the
three Books of Remembrance.

Tea and light refreshments will b e served from
10.45 hrs. in the Parish Centre of St. Martin & St.
Paul, Church Street. Car parking will be in Longport
car park as usual
It is proposed to shorten the march this year, and
subject to City Council permission, the parade will
Muster in Burgate Lane adjacent to the Quenninghe
Gate car park. Confirmation will be published in the
Summer Issue. "Fall In" is at 12 noon, followed by
an inspection b y the Association President. The
parade then marches t o Canterbury Cathedral
where a service and act of remembrance will be
held starting at 1 pm. Immediately after the service
wreaths will be laid at The Warrior's Chapel.
This will be followed by a march past and parade
through Canterbury and after the parade h a s
returned t o Longport and fallen out, members
and their families should make their way to Leros
Barracks for a buffet lunch and an afternoon o f
entertainment.

After the service members and their families should
make their way to Kent Hall for a buffet lunch.
Cost = E7.00 per person.
During the afternoon there will be a band concert
and a Grand Raffle.
To order lunch tickets, please complete the enclosed
proforma and send with a stamped addressed
envelope to:The Reunion Secretary,
Mrs. Jacky Allen,
38 Sermon Drive,
Swanley,
Kent BR8 7HS.

There will be a band concert by the Invicta Band
just after lunch which will b e followed b y other
entertainment a n d a raffle. T h e afternoon's

NOTE: Maidstone Council now charge for Car
Parking on Sundays.

entertainment will close with the customary Beating
of Retreat.

LONDON BUFFS BRANCH
SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE

The Buffet Menu (Self-Service) will consist of:Choice of: Curry or Lasagne
Gateaux

TOWER OF LONDON

Sunday 5th September

Cost =E7.00 per person.
To order lunch tickets please complete the proforma
enclosed and send with a stamped addressed
envelope to:The Secretary of Canterbury Branch,
Mr. Henry Delo,
38 Reculver Avenue,
Minnis Bay, Kent CT7 9NN.

This parade and annual Service of Remembrance,
organised b y the London (Buffs) Branch o f the
Regimental Association will be held on Sunday 5th
September 2009. The parade assembles a t the
East Gate of Tower of London at 10.15hrs.
Should you wish to attend the service then please
contact t h e secretary o f London Branch, Mrs.
Betty Correa, 34 Homer Road , Shirley, Croydon,
Surrey CRO 7S13. Tel No. 0208 655 3040
Email jcorrea@talk 21 .com.

SECURITY: All members attending Leros Barracks
will need to carry their Association Membership card
or some other form of identification.
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MAIDSTONE MUSEUM OPEN DAY
31st October 2009
On October 31st, t h e QORWK Museum i n
Maidstone held a n open day. I t w a s widely
advertised and was well supported with over 400
people visiting the museum in the course of the
day.
Apart from the museum, there were several static
displays including a very realistic RAF WW2 Fighter
Command O p s Room Plotter Board, pictured
below, complete w i t h r a d i o communications,
altogether a very realistic display and one that
created great interest.

The Mayor of Maidstone inspecting the
'Guard of Honour' provided by the lOth
Essex living history group.

1r1
The World War 2, RAF Fighter Command,
Ops Room.
There was also a medal's Road Show' by the
Kent Branch of the Orders and Medals Research
Society who offered a medal valuation service and
research facility which was extensively used.
The museum itself was very popular and many
visitors, local to the area, were seeing it for the
first time. There were museum staff on hand to
explain the exhibits and I am sure that many of the
visitors will re visit the museum in the future.
There were a wide range of weapons available at
a 'hands on' display ranging from muskets to more
modern day rifles, a Lewis Gun and a Vickers
MMG.

Colonel Champion presenting t h e framed
Regimental Band Banner to Simon Lace.

In the afternoon Colonel Champion presented
Simon Lace, Curator of the Maidstone Museum,
with a framed Queen's Own Regimental Band
Banner that had been recently found in an attic.

The 'Open Day' was an outstanding success and
reflected the detailed planning and hard work of
the Museum staff and the unpaid helpers headed
by Chris Jupp. This year there will be a range of
activities at the museum for details please see
Notice Board.

The Open Day was also attended by the Mayor of
Maidstone accompanied by the Mayoress,
Spring 2010
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NOTICE BOARD
BATTLE OF THE SOMME

We welcome the following who have now joined
the Regimental Association.
Mr. A. N. Stuart
Queen's/PWRR 73-97
Mr. A Skinner
RASC/RCT
59-69
Mr. J Proce
Mr. E. Jordan

Buffs
RHA

Historian Hugh Sebag-Montefiore is looking for
accounts by soldiers who served in the Royal
West Kents or Buffs, or any other regiment, during
the July-November 1916 battle o f the Somme.
This is in connection with a book on the fighting on
the Somme commissioned by Penguin which he
is researching. The book will focus on the capture
or attempted capture of the chain of villages and
strong points which had to be overcome if the
German line was to be broken and will include
by way of illustration such heroic deeds as the 7
Royal West Kent's capture of Trones Wood, and
the 7th Buffs' capture of a stronghold on the road
linking Trones Wood and Guillemont. Contact
Hugh Sebag-Montefiore on 0207-435-1035 or at
sebags©hsmonteflore.com

54-56
51-53

Mr. D. Hanmore
Mr. R. J. Eyers
Mr. T. M. Moore

Buffs/I Corps 5 8 - 6 0
Buffs 5 4 - 5 8

Mr. N. M. Bristow
Mr. K. S. Morris

4th(Qns Cdt) Bri. 79-82
1 RWK 5 3 - 5 5

Major R. Corbey

Q0B's/QnstRAOC

The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada
1860-2010
12 November 2009

TWO YEARS BEFORE THE BRASS

Dear Editor,
I just arrived back in Canada to receive, from our
treasurer, your very welcome letter and enclosure.
How very thoughtful and kind.

This is a book which brings to life a two year period
and part of the history of The Buffs between the
years 1957 to 1959.

The donation of E800 is very well received and
shall be put to good use in our budget related to the
visit to her regiment of HRH Princess Alexandra,
Colonel i n Chief, The Queen's Own Rifles o f
Canada this coming April 2010. I can't think of a
more logical and valued use of these funds.

It is a true story of National Service and covers
the adventures and misadventures of a group of
recruits in Canterbury, Dover Castle, Aden and
Dortmund.
The book has been written and published by Bill
Adams who was the editor of The Regimental
Journal for some twenty years until 2001.

We are, shortly, about to release all the detail
related to our very special birthday weekend here
in Toronto. I will ensure you get a number of copies
to circulate to your Association and London Buffs,
Ramsgate, Canterbury, Weald and Sittingbourne
branches in the hope one or more may wish to
make the journey here for the celebration(s).

It i s a v e r y enjoyable read, contains m a n y
photographs and has proved popular within our
Regimental circle and beyond.
Copies can be obtained from Bill at a production
cost of E12.00 plus E3.00 postage and packing.
This i s a total o f E15.00 per volume t o your
door. Send oders, with payment to W.Adams. 5
Westerham Road, Sittingbourne, Kent, ME101XA.

And Peter, I will be sure to contact you prior to my
next visit to the UK and take you up on a visit to
Canterbury. I would like that very much.
Again, t o a l l associated w i t h t h i s v e r y kind
donation, thank you.

HELP FOR HEROES
(Editor's note: Those o f you who attended the
Canterbury Reunion this year will remember that
Ray Cox, Social Secretary of London Buffs and
his two daughters organised a collection in aid of
Help for Heroes. They raised E320 - Well done

Yours Regimentally,
Adam B. Hermant (Capt Ret'd) Ost,I;CD;AdeC
President
The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada Trust Fund
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and many thanks to all of you who contributed.
Printed below is the letter of thanks sent to Ray)
20th August 2009

HELPfor
tHEROES

ASSOCIATION BAND CONCERT 2010
There will be a band concert given by the band of
the Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment for the
Regimental Association on Sunday 28th March
2010.
Entrance will be by ticket only the cost of which is
E7 per head which will include a Buffet Lunch, of
Curry or Lasagne followed by a dessert.

Dear Mr. Cox,
Help f o r Heroes gratefully acknowledges t h e
generous donation of E320.00 from Queen's Own
Buffs (PWRR) Regimental Association
Your generosity is very much appreciated. As a
new charity run on a largely voluntary basis with
most of our overheads covered by sponsorship,
we ensure that your donation goes toward the
cause rather than into administrative overheads.

The Buffet will be served from 1.00 pm and there
will be bar facilities open from 12.30 pm.
It is expected that the band concert will start at
14.15 hrs and finish at 16.00 hrs.
All of those attending are requested to carry some
form of identity, which will need to be produced on
request.
Tickets can be obtained from:-

Work has commenced on the swimming pool/gym
complex at the tri-service rehabilitation centre,
Headley Court near Leatherhead in Surrey and is
due to be completed in January 2010.

The Secretary of Canterbury Branch,

Help f o r Heroes will b e helping t o fund t h e
Pathfinder project f o r a n A r m y Convalescent
Centre in Edinburgh. Working with the Army and
Service Charity Erskine, w e will be creating a
house for 12 Soldiers to live while they begin to
launch back into their lives after sustaining injuries.
The intention is that once the concept has been
proven successful, there will be up to 7 other such
houses established, with Help for Heroes funding,
around the country.

Cheques should be made out to Queen's Own
Buffs General Account and sent to Henry indicating
a buffet preference, Curry or Lasagne, together
with a Stamped Addressed Envelope.

If you would like further information or would like to
sign up for our newsletter, please visit our website
at www.helpforheroes.org.uk.
Once again thank you so much for your donation,
it is hugely appreciated and very much needed.
Thumbs up! Yours sincerely
Mrs Maria Rees.

CHARITY LUNCH

5

REUNION — 8 PLATOON
C Company, Kenya 1962
Since the message that I put on the Notice Board
in September 2008 I have managed t o trace
nine members of the Platoon and will be having
our second reunion before Christmas. W e still
need to trace the following. I a n Morton (Cpl);
Alan Freeman (L/Cpl); Ian or John Gilchrist (L/
Cpl); Brian Abrahams; Austin: John Bridger; Terry
Dibley; Graham Divall/Duvall?; Durrell; Georgie
Fleet; Gosling; Nick Haslewood; Dave Paul; Barry
Payne (father was a Brigadier?); Roger Picton;
Ron Poore; Cyril Rex; Phil Starling; Sweeny/
McSweeny; Ivan Thompson; Ted Wedlake
Any information will be gratefully received.

On Sunday October 18th, Lt. Colonel and Mrs.
Dineley organised a charity lunch i n a i d o f
Help for Heroes and raised a fantastic E1,100Congratulations Gerald and Pam.

Spring 2010

Mr. Henry Delo,
38 Reculver Avenue,
Minnis Bay, Kent CT7 9NN.

8

Mick Stanley (2Lt).
11 Highgate Street, London W8 7SP
Tel: 0207 727 0453

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

traditions o f the oldest regiment in the British
Army, and the only regiment to have spanned
two Elizabethan reigns, will be largely lost. The
Buffs regimental museum, was accommodated
within Canterbury's Beaney Institute until last year
when the Beaney was closed for refurbishment.
Although the actual displays and exhibits left a lot
to be desired, it was nevertheless a popular focal
point of the regiment's history and well supported
by the general public, schools, former Buffs, other
ex servicemen and foreign tourists.

The Annual General meeting of the Regimental
Association will take place at the The UK Paper
and Leisure Club in Sittingbourne on Saturday
17th April 2010 starting at 4pm for 4.15 pm.
The meeting i s open t o all members o f the
Regimental Association; please try and attend if
possible.
The AGM will be followed by the Association Inter
Branch Darts Match and then a social.

With the re-opening o f the Beaney Institute in
2011 the City authorities do not intend to provide
accommodation for our museum as was. Instead
they propose t o provide two o r maybe three
display cabinets, situated in separate locations
throughout the City, one of which will be in the
Beaney Institute, to form part of a new 'Tourist
Trail' style museum. A proposal that will not do
justice to a regiment that played such an important
part in the history and heritage of this country the
county of Kent and the City of Canterbury. The
Committee of Management of The Queen's Own
Buffs Association are continuing their attempts to
influence the City authorities to re-establish our
dedicated museum when the Beaney institute is
reopened. It must be said that the outlook does
not look promising.

DONATION
CIO Regimental Administrative Officer
3rd (Volunteer) Battalion.
PWRR
Leros TA Centre,
Canterbury, CT1 1HR
3 August 2009
DONATION I N A I D O F T H E PRODUCTION O F T H E
QUEEN'S OWN BUFFS BE-ENNIAL NEWSLETTER

Reference: Former 3rd (Militia) Bn The Buffs'
Charitable Trust AGM of 23 Jul 09.
At the AGM, the Managing Trustees agreed to
the continuation of the annual grant of E150.00 to
offset the production costs of the Queen's Own
Buffs Journal. To this end, please find enclosed a
cheque for E150.00 for this years donation.

The proposal to form 'Friends of The Buffs' was
mooted some few weeks ago among the branch
members o f the Regimental Association a n d
since then there has been substantial interest,
enthusiasm and offers o f financial assistance.
There will be an inaugural meeting in Canterbury
on February 25th 2010 at 6 pm in the Chaucer
Club, Chaucer Hill, off Military Road, Canterbury.
At the meeting a committee will be elected and the
meeting will be open to all interested parties.

They would be grateful if notification of this grant
could be passed to the Editor of the newsletter
with details of the donor.
E D FEASEY
Maj Secretary
Attachment: Cheque Copy to: FSA
(Editor's Note: On behalf of all of our subscribers
may I say how much we appreciate your very
generous donation.)

The aims and objectives of Friends of The Buffs are
to provide support for any organisation, museum or
project that will maintain the name of The Buffs in
the public memory. To provide wherever possible
an educational, research and information facility
to schools and members o f the general public
through exhibitions and presentations. Exhibition
equipment has been purchased and in the short
term a programme of exhibitions will be held in
main town locations in the east of the county. A
'Short Video History of The Buffs' is in the final
stages of production and a dedicated web site will
be operating by June of this year.

FRIENDS OF THE BUFFS
An association has been recently formed, 'Friends
of The Buffs-Royal East Kent Regiment'.
All who served in The Buffs share the same concern
that with the inevitable closure of the Queen's Own
Buffs Regimental Association, post 2015, the final
link between The Buffs and the general public will
be broken. When that happens the history and
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Wherever possible visits will be made to schools,
by invitation, with an exhibition t o support their
history curriculum. There is now a three year
waiting list for schools to visit the Cathedral and
the Warriors' (Buffs) Chapel, hence the importance
of the school visits. A copy of the constitution of
Friends of The Buffs- Royal East Kent Regiment
is available which can be obtained together with a
membership application form from the Editor.
PW

THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT
REGIMENT (50th & 97th)
Living History Group
On 15th November 2009 a meeting was held at
the Depot Officers' Mess, Maidstone (aka The
White Rabbit Inn), b y a group o f like-minded
living historians who share a passionate interest
in the Regiments of Kent. Nearly all o f us had
been involved with events a t the Regimental
Museum, Maidstone, the War & Peace Show at
Beltring, and the Military Odyssey at Detling over
the last couple of years representing the county's
Regiments, though mainly The Queen's Own by
virtue of strong family ties amongst us. It was the
latter and my involvement with the Regimental
Museum that I got involved in the first place and
found myself elected Chairman of the group —
never take packing away your "green-kit" f o r
granted as I had!

As the site explains we are not a re-enactment
group — the emphasis is more on the "show and
tell" side with excellent displays and explanation
of "Tommy's" kit during the Great War and help
with research and enquiries. That said the remit
of the Group's charter does not confine us just to
"14-18", and between us we can display for much
of the Regiment's history.
A few Association members asked me recently
"who can join?" W e had n o t contemplated a
"supporters" category, but with their interest (and
hopefully yours) it is something to be seriously
considered. Like "Kitchener's Volunteers" at the
beginning, we too are in need of kit - from "tentage"
to that aspired for Vickers MMG or Lewis-Gun, and
at present all of our initial funds are being used to
cover 21st Century essentials such insurance, etc!
Please visit the website, a n d i f w e can add
something to one of your events, or you just wish
offer words of support please contact us via the
site or directly to me christopherjupp@blinternet.
corn.
Chris Jupp

QORWK MUSEUM, MAIDSTONE
Dates for your diary:
April 15th — Kohima Lecture (CIORWK Museum)
May: 20th — Lecture (C)ORWK Museum)
June: 17th — Waterloo Lecture (QORWK Museum)

The following is the official wording in the Group's
Constitution:

June: 26th/27th — Military Weekend — Brenchley
Gardens (C)ORWK Museum)

'To perpetuate t h e m e m o r y o f t h e n a m e ,
traditions, campaigns, honours, officers and men
of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment
(50th and 97th) by means of education through
regimental a n d public displays a n d events,
the media, the internet, and by supporting The
Regimental Museum and The Queen's Own Buffs
(PWRR) Regimental Association.'

July: 15th — "Maidstone & WW1" Lecture (C)ORWK
Museum)

The group has its own website, though embryonic,
in which we explain further our aims and activities,
along with photographs o f events s o far. This
can b e found a t www.thequeensown.com. W e
have been well supported b y late members of
the Regiment at these events, in turn are more
than willing to support any events members of the
Regimental Association would like us to display at
from the major to meetings, and even local fetes.
Spring 2010
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July 21st - 25th — War & Peace Show (Belting)
August 28th - 30th — Military Odyssey (Detling)
Sept. 16th—Battle of Britain Lecture (QOIRWK Museum)
Oct. 21st — Trafalgar Lecture (QOIRWK Museum)
Oct. 30th —1914-45 Day" (QOIRWK Museum)
Nov. l l t h —VC Lecture (C)ORWK Museum
Nov. l l t h —Armistice Event (QORWK Museum)

For further details please contact the museum by
telephone on 01622 603838 o r the museum web
site at www.museum.maidstone.gov.uk.

Write to Reply
2 Niwrim

forward to seeing you at the next Reunion
either in Canterbury or Maidstone details of
which are in this issue.

Parklands Village
The Broadway
Minster on Sea
Isle Sheppey, Kent ME12 2DH.

Best regards
The Editor

I wonder if you can help me my name is W
Mayers I served in the Queens Own Buffs in
the early 60s first at Howe Barracks and later
at Meanie Barracks, Colchester. From there
the battalion was sent to British Guyana
where I spent 12 months. I did have lots of
photos from that time but unfortunately no
longer.

Many thanks for our telephone conversation
today and for your kind offer to point me
in t h e right direction with m y research
interests into Danes in The Buffs. I believe
I will certainly need to visit the Imperial War
Museum, the Army Museum and the Public
Records Office at Kew.

I have been sent a copy of The Journal,
number 17, by The Royal British Legion in
which it stated that you were going to publish
an issue of the time they spent there and I
was hoping you could send me one please,
it could bring back a load of memoirs for me.
I lost touch with the regiment when I was
sent to Germany from where I got a medical
discharge and then lost touch with everyone.

As I explained, my wish is to accumulate
sufficient source material to write a book or
pamphlet, possibly to be called 'The Danes'.
The object i s t o make this available for
purchase at St. Clement Danes, the RAF
church, i n London - the proceeds t o s go
towards the upkeep of the Danish memorials
in the crypt of the church. O f course, the
book could also be made available through
The Buffs' Associations and their network of
veterans.

I did n o t even know there were annual
reunions and I just wished I had found out
before.
Please can you tell m e how I g o about
getting the The Journal I would very much
appreciate it. Thank you

In order not to fail by omission or by avoidable
inaccuracy, I am keen to find records of all
Danes who have served in The Buffs (and
the British and Allied Forces) - particularly,
but not exclusively, in the two World Wars.

Wal

Very best wishes for Christmas and the New
Year.

Many t h a n k s f o r y o u r communication
and I hope that you have received t h e
complimentary copy of The Journal , No. 18,
in which there is the article on BG.

Peter H. Laub
Hon. Secretary and Deputy Chairman
The Royal Danish Guards Association in
Great Britain

I have also enclosed an application form to
join the Association which includes details
as to how to subscribe to The Journal etcyou will be very welcome.

(The following is a reply from Mick Mills which I am
sure you will find interesting:)
Dear Mr. Laub,

Your nearest Queen's O w n Buffs Regt.
Association Branch is Sittingbourne, t h e i r
details are in the Branch Notes. Looking

I have identified four men who served in The
Buffs during the Great War that were from
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and you would have to contact them directly
regarding these items.

Denmark. Tw o o f these have sequential
numbers and I was hoping that this would
show up a number of Danes joining at the
same time. Unfortunately this is not the case
as the men with numbers either side of them
are from Britain. The men are as follows

There is also a five page chapter titled The
Danish Connection within the Regimental
History for 1919 to 1948. I can send you
images of this chapter if you don't have the
volume.

G22994 Carl Olaf Groesmeyer. H e was
wounded with the 7th Battalion on 12/10/1917
and features in an article regarding a visit
of The Buffs to Denmark in The Dragon of
November 1946.

Regards
Mick Mills
(Editor's Note: I f anybody h a s a n y further
information that may be o f assistance to Peter
Laub in the preparation of his book please contact
him by email on peterlaub@talktalk.net

G22995 Rudolf Charles Kasper Olesen. He
was killed in action with the 7th Battalion
on 8/8/1918. He was the son of Rudolf and
Thora Frederikke Olesen (nee Jeppesen) of
Woltersgade 7 Copenhagen Denmark. He
had an address in Bermondsey when he
died.

A.W.Healey MBE
10 Target Firs,
Temple Ewell,
Dover,
Kent. CI16 3AT
11 January 2010

G26298 Lauritz Emile Jensen. He was killed
in action on 3/7/1918 with the 6th Battalion.
He was born in Grasted, Denmark and had
an address in Brighton when he died.
1204252 Aagl Botken Erickson (or Ericksen
or Erichsen). He won the Military Medal for
bravery with the 1st Battalion during the
Battle o f St. Quentin on 18/10 1918. H e
was discharged in 1927 and was living at
Aarosundvej, 5 7 Haderslev, Denmark i n
May 1950.

-.(AY//'K2(' K I Z 7 , / / y / i r , "
I just want to say thank you so much for
the the magnificent cut glass flower vase,
suitably inscribed, that you presented t o
me on behalf of the Regimental Association
at the Queen's Own Buffs Carol Service in
December, to mark my retirement from the
Invicta Concert Band.

There was also an interesting request in
March 1917 from the King o f Denmark
through diplomatic channels for a list o f
British officer POWs from T h e Buffs. I t
was his wish to ameliorate their conditions.
There was a degree of wrangling between
the Foreign Office and the War Office as to
whether these details should be furnished.
It appears that a list was eventually passed
via the Danish Legation in London and a
number of Buffs officers ended up in neutral
countries presumably a s a result o f the
King's actions.

I had noidea that you had planned this and
it took me completely by surprise. Please
convey my thanks to all the members of the
association for this beautiful gift which I shall
cherish forever.
Yours sincerely,
Arthur Healey

The Nation Army Museum holds the Buffs
Collection and within i t there are some
references to the Danish connection. I have
listed some that may be o f use. I would
stress that the Regimental Association no
longer has any control over the collection
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FROM THE REGIMENTAL WEB SITE
www.thequeensownbuffs.com
THE LATE FRANK MOTH

but can find no reference of The Buffs at Darwin
or the vicinity. Even so, owing to the connection
between The Buffs and Darwin, could this be the
reason why the bronze plaque is in Darwin RSL.
Well it's one theory.

I am looking for information on my late father,
Private Frank Moth, Army Number 6290307, 2nd
Battalion The Buffs. He served during WW2 in or
attached to the following as close as I can tell: - 8th
Army in North Africa, including El Alamein, where
he was wounded after being struck by shrapnel
from a German stick grenade whilst trapped in a
wadi with New Zealand troops. After recovering
from shrapnel wounds to the head he served some
time 'recuperating' by serving as an MP escorting
German POW's. 9th Army in Arabia & Transjordan
desert. 10th Army in Palestine I Syria / Lebanon
Turkey. Indian Army in Iraq & Persia (guard duty
at Teheran conference?). Russian border - no
additional details. 14th Army & U.S. Army? in India
/Assam / Burma. Returned to UK November 1945.
All of the above was written down by my father in
a 'Xmas card' issued to all in the Regiment from
their Commanding Officer in late 1945, which is in
his personal effects. Are there any old comrades
of my father out there that may recognise him, or
served with the Buffs in any of the above areas?

Gwynn Felton.
Reply from Mick Mills: Gwynn, The Buffs were in
New South Wales guarding convicts in the 1820's.
The first detachment arrived in March 1822 and
the last left in November 1827. Although they were
often split up it doesn't appear that they went as
far as Darwin. Mick Mills

2nd LIEUTENANT CHARLES VINCENT
I am searching for information on 2nd Lt Charles
Vincent who served with the Buffs in France in
WW1 apart from the date of his death 17 October
1918, and where he is buried Brancourt Le-Grand
Cemetry I can find very little other information. He
was a member of a Masonic Lodge in London and
we need more information on his military career,

Lionel Moth

I hope someone can help me

Imoth@hmdpumps.com

Steve Perry
Reply from Mick Mills: I can't find him in any of
my army lists but they are by no means complete.
The only personal information I have on him is that
his sister, Mrs. C Bauscher, was living at 39 East
Castle Street, Oxford Circus, London when she
claimed his medals (British War and Victory) in
the early 1920's. Although he was commissioned
into the 4th Territorial Battalion he was attached to
the 1st Battalion. There is a photograph of him in
the Battalion memorial book at the National Army
Museum i n reference NAM 2000-12-285. H i s
papers are at Kew in reference WO 374/70635.
On October 16 the 1st Battalion The Buffs which
had been attached to the 71st Infantry Brigade
again came under orders of the GOC 71st Infantry
Brigade.

THE BUFFS IN DARWIN!
I was in Darwin in 1992 and visited the museum
there. In a display case I saw a Buffs cap badge
along with others from other British Regiments.
In another room there were on display drawings
of The Buffs at Fort Dundas on Melville Island
and also a drawing of the head wear they would
have had at the time. I remember there was on
the hat, a large 3 and "Veteri Frondescit Honore"
underneath. I n another display t h e r e w e r e
uniforms and among them was a red tunic of a
drummer boy from The Buffs. I asked the Curator
for permission to photograph them but was refused
as the items could be damaged by camera flash.
Also there was a question of copyright as some if
the items were not owned by the museum. I have
looked through The Historical Records of the time

HQ and A and C Companys were in billets and
bivouacs east of Bohain and B and D Companys
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on the southern outskirts of Becquigny. Several
hours before zero (05:20 17th October) the whole
Battalion proceeded to the forming up point north
west of Vaux Andigny. The Battalion attacked on
a 2 Company frontage with A Company on the left
and C Company on the right. D Company was in
support and B Company in reserve. The objective
was a trench system including Bois St Pierre and
the 2 railway crossings. The Battalion attacked
in a thick fog which made it difficult to keep their
direction but the railway was some help in guiding
them t o their objective. T h e fog also helped
operations by providing cover.
In o n e c a s e a n e n e m y machine g u n w a s
outflanked unobserved. At 08:50 a message was
received from Lieutenant Milles commanding A
Company that he had captured his objective and
was digging in on the line. An hour later a similar
report was received from Lieutenant Stainforth
commanding C Company. The Reserve Company
was brought up in case of a counter attack from
La Vallee Mulatre. T h e artillery barrage w a s
excellent and w a s successful i n suppressing
enemy artillery. Successful flanking movements
removed the threat of enemy machine guns. A
considerable number of Germans were killed and
over 200 taken prisoner. Casualties were slight.
Second Lieutenants Taylor, Ronca and Vincent
were killed. Second Lieutenant Pitt Pitts died of
wounds. Six Other Ranks were killed with a further
50 wounded and missing.
Mick Mills

Hi Is there anyone still around from 2 Plt; 'A' Coy;
Royal West Kents From 1951--1952 At my age
this most be my last chance to find anyone that I
used to know.
Ron Howes Tel: 01784 477116
Email: ronald.howes©btinternet.com.

FREDERICK 'FRED' GRAY, 4/5 BN BUFFS
Sadly m y wife's grandfather Frederick Gray,
passed away on Christmas Eve, 2009. Fred was
a wonderful man and I was lucky to speak to him
at length about his life with The Buffs on a number
of occasions over the years.
However I would like to learn a bit more about the
background to what he told me. His recollection
was that he was with 4/5 Bn 'Terriers' (presumably
in the UK, before going to France in November
1939). He was captured near St. Valery in June
1940 and spent the rest of the war in a PoW camp
at Thorn/Torun, Poland.
For now can anyone point me in the direction of a
good source regarding the period immediately prior
to the Dunkirk evacuation and the period involving
his capture? Understandably m a n y accounts
concentrate on the rescue of the regiment from
the beach at Dunkirk, but little about those who
were left behind.
Also from what I understand (because of the dates
he landed in France), I think he must have been
with 4th Bn, but what is/was the 'Terriers'?

CONTACT
Hi everyone my name is Steven Sidwell. I served
with 1st Battalion PWRR for 3 and half years and
been looking for an association to join but can't find
one near to where I live, Tower Bridge, London. If
anyone can help in anyway I would be so grateful
yours thankfully.

Many thanks for your patience: I am a beginner
when it comes to Army history and so I apologise
for any errors in the above.
Regards,
Duncan Curtis.

Steven Sidwell
slimsid@live.co.uk.
(Editor's note: the above message h a s been
passed to London Branch.)
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - 2010
12 January

W

e

a

l

d

Branch AGM.

02 February S i t t i n g b o u r n e Branch AGM
20 February S i t t i n g b o u r n e Branch Annual Dinner
25 February
18 March

C a n t e r b u r y

Branch AGM

C o l c h e s t e r

Branch AGM

20 March

L

28 March

o

d

o

n

Buffs AGM

A s s o c i a t i o n

16 April

R

17 April

R

a

m

e

TBA April

g

W

15 May
15 May

n

i

s

g

a

m

e

n

e

a

16th May
27 June
01 August

Branch AGM

a

d

l

l
l

c
b

h

e

s

t

u

h

e

r

-

Branch visit to RAF Hendon

e

r

a

B r i t i s h Armed Forces and Veterans Day

TBA August

W

e

05 September

L

o

12 September
6

16 October

-

11 November

F

14 November

a
n

-

10 October

14 November

Branch Albuhera Day Function.
Day

C a n t e r b u r y

11 November

Association AGM/ Darts Match and Social

C a n t e r b u r y Branch Albuhera Dinner

o
A

e

t

l

C

t

Band Concert Leros Barracks

l
d

d
o

Reunion

Branch visit to Bletchley Park
n

Buffs Tower Parade and Service of Remembrance

M a i d s t o n e Reunion
t

h

Bn. QORWK Reunion-West Kingsdown

R a m s g a t e Branch Annual Dinner
i

e

l

d

of Remembrance- Westminster Abbey

R e m e m b r a n c e
-

R e m e m b r a n c e Sunday

C a n t e r b u r y

04 December

-

07 December

-

Day

Branch Remembrance Day Carvery Lunch

S i t t i n g b o u r n e Branch Christmas Party
W e a l d Branch Christmas Lunch

11 December

C o l c h e s t e r

Branch Christmas Dinner

12 December

C a n t e r b u r y

Branch Carol Service

18 December

-

C a n t e r b u r y Branch Christmas Dinner and Social

Note: Some of the dates may be subject to alteration. You are advised to contact to relevant sponsors to
confirm details prior to making any arrangements.
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